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The bay was the site of a pilot station in the 1860s and was given its name after pilot James 
Heberley's frequent comment that the weather was getting 'worser'. Eventually 
the bay became known as old Worser's Bay. 
Annie L Banks had a distinguished career with the Wellington Education Board starting as a 
pupil teacher in 1893 at Clyde Quay. Then in 1894 she was head teacher at  the Pencarrow 
lighthouse school. 1896 she was an assistant at Shannon and in 1897 was appointed sole 
teacher at Worser Bay where she stayed at until 1902, From 1903 to 1907 she was at 
Reikiorangi, inland from Waikanae as sole teacher. Shen came back to Wellington to spend 
three years at Mount Cook Girls’ before becoming the head teacher at Mungaroa and then 
moving over the hill to Te Marua where she finished her career in about 1919 in teaching 
under the name Annie L Stanley. 
1958/20652 Stanley Annie Louisa 73Y 

1918/172 Annie Louisa Banks Thomas James Stanley 
 

1897-1900	
1897 21 Worser Bay Banks Annie L D4 Female  £70.00  
1898 25 Worser Bay Banks Annie L D4 Female  £90.00  
1899 29 Worser Bay Banks Annie L D4 Female  £145.00  
1900 29 Worser Bay Banks Annie L D3 Female  £145.00  

16th January 1897 Worser Bay and Seatoun are progressing to such an extent that it is 
proposed to have a school opened in the district. A meeting of the residents is convened for 
Tuesday evening next. 
6th April 1897 Worser Bay will shortly have a school of its own. At a preliminary meeting of 
residents held last night, it was shown that the requisite number of children for an aided 
school were in the district, and donations to the amount of £10 were subscribed in the room, 
to supplement the capitation grant which will be receivable from the Education Board. A 
committee was appointed to canvass for further subscription's, interview Messrs. A. and C. 
Crawford as to obtaining a school site, and also wait upon the Education Board. Another 
meeting is to be held on Friday evening. 
8th April 1897 A meeting of the residents of Worser Bay was held on Monday night to 
discuss the proposal to establish a State school. It was shown that there were 40 children in 
the district, and £10 was subscribed in the room to supplement the capitation grant from the 
Education Board. A committee was appointed to wait on the Education Board in reference to, 
the matter 
10th April 1897 The residents of Worser Bay have appointed the Rev. W. A. Evans and 
Messrs. C. Crawford, F. Townsend, and R. A. Hearn to wait upon the Board of Education and 



urge the appointment of a teacher for the aided school which it is proposed to establish there. 
About £30 has been subscribed as the nucleus of a school fund. Messrs. A. and C. Crawford, 
of Miramar, have very liberally given an acre in Worser Bay as the school site 
28th April 1897 Wellington Education Board: The application for a school at Worser Bay 
was agreed to. 
6th May 1897 The Chairman of the Education Board accompanied by Mr. J. Robertson (a 
member of the Board) and the Board's carpenter went out to Worser Bay yesterday and 
selected a section close to the iron gate on the hill behind Mr. John Marshall's house as the 
site for the proposed schoolhouse in that district 
11th May 1897 Applications are invited for the appointment of a master for the Worser Bay 
Aided School, 
12th May 1897 The Worser Bay Aided School Committee invites application for the 
appointment of teacher. [An aided school is when the School Committee pays all the costs of 
the school and the Education Board pays the committee a sum of money on a per head basis 
on the attendance at the school] 
13th May 1897 Applications for the appointment of Teacher of the Worser Bay, Aided 
School will be received by the Committee up to TUESDAY, the 18th inst. Salary, per annum. 
Probable attendance, 10. Forms of application can be obtained from the Education  Board 
Office. Applications to be sent to E. A. HEARN, Secretary of Committee  
Worser Bay. Worser Bay, 11th May 1897 
25th May 1897 The Worser Bay School Committee has selected a female teacher from a list 
of 19 applicants, and the selection will be submitted to the Education Board for approval at 
its meeting to-morrow.  
26th May 1897 Wellington Education Board:  On the recommendation of the Chairman, it 
was decided to accept the offer of Mr. A. D. Crawford of an acre of land for a school site 
at Worser Bay. The site is not to be built on at present, but the requirements of the locality 
will be tested by using a room available as a schoolhouse…….Miss Banks was appointed to 
the Worser Bay School.  
8th July 1897 Miss Banks, late assistant of the Shannon School, has been promoted to the 
charge of the new Worser Bay School. 
8th July 1897 When a public school for Worser Bay was asked for it was anticipated that the 
attendance would be under 20, but the school, which is to open next Monday, under Miss A. 
L. Banks, will have an attendance of nearly 30 pupils. Judged by the unexpected increase in 
the attendance, the settlement of the district seems to be progressing rapidly.  
8th July 1897 Miss Banks, late assistant of the Shannon School, has been promoted to the 
charge of the new Worser Bay School. 
29th July 1897  Either Inspector Lee or Fleming will inspect Worser Bay school on the 25th 
August  
17th August 1897 The Worser Bay School. Committee waited on the Chairman and Secretary 
of the Board of Education yesterday and pointed out that ' the attendance of pupils was so 
large that the accommodation provided was inadequate. The deputation therefore urged that a 
schoolhouse should be erected as soon aa possible. The Chairman of the Board assured the 
Committee that as soon as Messrs. Crawford's grant of land was' conveyed to the Board the 
school premises should be erected. The Messrs. Crawford were subsequently interviewed and 



promised to complete the conveyance " of the land. The teacher (Miss A. L. Banks) has 
become as .popular in her 'new sphere as she was in her school at Shannon, the residents of 
which last week presented her with a handsome gold brooch as a mark of their esteem 
25th August 1897 The offer made of a site for a school at Worser Bay was accepted, and it 
was resolved that as soon as the land is conveyed to the Board steps would be taken to erect a 
school, which it was estimated would cost about £150. 
16th September 1897 SEPARATE TENDERS for the Erection Oof School Buildings 'at Taita 
and Worser Bay will be received at this office up to noon of Tuesday, the 28th  inst. Plans 
and specifications at my office. THOS. TURNBULL, Architect.  
29th September 1897 Six tenders hare been received for the erection of schoolhouses  at Taita 
and Worser Bay and are to be considered at today’s meeting of the Education Board.  
9th October  1897 Mr J. B. Blair  (chairman of the Board of Education) and Mr Dorset 
(secretary) visited Worser Bay yesterday and decided that the new school house should be 
built on the site offered by Messrs A. and C. Crawford. The tender of Mr James Russell has 
been accepted for the work. 
23rd November 1897 The new school at Worser Bay is now nearly completed and will be 
ready for use after the Christmas vacation. ‘ 
15th January 1898 The residents at Worser Bay are notified by advertisement that service will 
be held in the new schoolroom to-morrow evening 
28th January 1898 A concert and dance, postponed from last night, will be held at 
the Worser Bay School this evening. Late brakes [Horse Drawn]will run to town after the 
dance 
22nd March 1898 Worser Bay School Zone: WORSER BAY. All that part of Evans Bay 
District lying east of Sections 7 and 8. 
27th April 1898 WORSER BAY. Messrs. R. A. Hearn (Chairman), J. D. Tustin, J. Marshall, 
T. J. Gardiner, and W. McLeod (Secretary and Treasurer) were elected as the School 
Committee. 
29th April 1898 In consequence of Mr R. A. Hearn having to devote so much time to 
his Worser Bay business, which has rapidly increased of late, he has instructed Messrs 
Townsend and Paul to dispose of the whole of his plumber’s stock-in-trade on the premises, 
Hill street. The sale will take place on Monday, commencing at 12 o’clock, and will afford 
tradesmen and others an exceptional opportunity for procuring tools and material. 
6th June 1898 The first of a series of entertainments which are to be held at Worser Bay 
during the winter was held on Saturday evening at Mr. Hearn's hall. Vocal items were given 
by Miss Randell, Miss Bethune, Mrs. Veale, Miss Falls (Auckland), and Mr. Mackie, all of 
whom were encored, and also by Messrs. Davis, Ritchie, and Richardson, while Miss 
Ritchie's two capital recitations also had to be repeated. Mrs. Williams played the 
accompaniments. After refreshments, provided by residents of the bay, the hall was cleared 
and dancing was carried on till midnight. The proceeds of the concert are to be devoted 
towards the fund for procuring a church site and parochial room.  
15th December 1898 The children of Worser Bay will he treated to a picnic in lieu of prizes, 
and to raise funds for this purpose and also celebrate the breaking-up, a concert was held in 
the schoolroom last evening. Mr. O. Wilson, M.H.R., presided, and a programme of singing, 
recitations, calisthenics, and a little drama was given by the children that did credit to their 



own intelligence and industry and the tuition of their teacher, Miss Banks. There were also 
songs by Messrs. F. S. Pope and Banks, and a recitation by Mr. P. Savieri. Miss McNeill 
played the accompaniments. A dance was afterwards held. 
6th February 1899 The Huia Minstrels gave an enjoyable entertainment at Hearn's 
Kiosk, Worser Bay, on Saturday evening. Capital items were given by Messrs. F. Dunne, J. 
King, W. Letham, F. Twiss, Gardiner, Plimmer, and Claude Whaite, the contribution of the 
last-named being a clever exhibition of lightning painting in water colours. At the conclusion 
of the entertainment a dance was held. The entertainment was given in aid of the funds of the 
school at the Bay. 
26th April 1899  Worser Bay. — Messrs. H. A. Hearn, J. Marshall, J. Doyle, E. Duff, J. 
Kircher, W. McLeod (Secretary), and T. J. Gardiner (Chairman) 
1st March 1900 WELLINGTON Education Board list that A L Bank was being paid £35 in 
excess of regulation along with many others. 
24th April 1900 School Committee Worser Bay.— Messrs. A. E. Mabin (Chairman), H. 
McLeod (Secretary), J. Marshall, P. Duff, R. A. Hearn, J. Kercher, and J. Kent. 

 

1901-1905		
1901 48 Worser Bay Banks Annie L D3 Female  £132.00  £20.00  
1901 48 Worser Bay Poynter Zoe D3 Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00   
1902 58 Worser Bay Banks Annie L D3 Female  £ 149.00  £20.00  
1902 58 Worser Bay Poynter Zoe D4 Assistant Female  £80.00    
1903 60 Worser Bay Rowntree W W D1 Head Master  £ 175.00  £30.00  
1903 60 Worser Bay Poynter Zoe C4 Mistress  £85.00   
1904 74 Worser Bay Rowntree W W D1 Head Master  £177.10  £30.00  
1904 74 Worser Bay Poynter Zoe C4 Mistress  £85.00    
1905 99 Worser Bay Rountree W W D1 Head Master  £195.00  £30.00  
1905 99 Worser Bay Poynter Zoe E B3 Mistress  £95.00   
1905 99 Worser Bay Holdaway Kenneth  MP1  £30.00   

Figures  in right hand column are sums paid to the Head teacher because a school residence is 
not provided. 
Zoe E Poynter only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Worser Bay 1901 as a 
pupil teacher and 1902 to 1905 as a Mistress. In  1907 Zoe Poynter was teaching at Hawera D 
H S in the secondary Department  
20th May 1908 Miss Zoe Poynter, M.A., assistant at the Hawera District High School, has 
resigned her position. Miss Poynter, it .is stated, purposes leaving for South Africa at the end 
of ,the month.  
W W Rowntree [aka Rountree]  started his career at Tawa Flat in 1888 for two years then 
at Mt Cook Boys’ 1890-1892. As an assistant he was at Terrace School 1893 to 1895. In 
1896 he was part time teaching at the Technical School earning only £15 for the year. 1896 
he was back at the terrace School. 1897 and 1898 he was at the Rintoul Street School. From 
1889 to 1902 he was sole teacher of the Pongaroa School way out past the Puketoi Range. 
Then from 1903  to about 1919 he was at Worser Bay (also with Seatoun and Miramar as side 



schools In 1921 he was head of Blenheim School which was part of the Wellington 
Education Boards area from 1915 
1945/27892 Rowntree William Walter 72Y 
Kenneth Holdaway taught for 1905 to 1907 at Worser Bay  then taught again as a sole 
charge teacher in 1915 at Waione School in the Puketoi region. 
23rd April 1901 Worser Bay.— Eleven candidates were nominated, and the following were 
elected : — Messrs. A. E. Martin (Chairman), J. Lindup (Secretary), McLeod, Marshall, 
Kircher, Kebblewhite, and Perry.  
14th June 1901 Wellington Education Board Worser Bay • School ; salary, £50 Pupil-
teacher,  
11th September 1901 The Worser Bay School Committee unanimously passed the following 
resolution lost night: — "That this committee strongly disapproves of the action of the 
Education Board in summarily dismissing so old a servant as Mr. Robert Lee. [Robert Lee 
was the school inspector prior to the new set up of schools pre 1877. Following his sacking 
he became a member of the Wellington Education Board and its chairman.] 
12th December 1901 Pearl Porter won a primary scholarship from the Education Board  
Placed on the wait list was Arthur McKee of Worser Bay [21st February 1902 awarded a 
scholarship] 
6th May 1902 Committees have not been elected for the following school districts: —
Kilbirnie, Kaiwarra, Worser Bay and others: The retiring committees for these districts will 
remain in office until their successors are either elected or nominated. When all returns are in, 
the several chairmen will be asked to fix another day for a meeting of householders. If no 
election bakes place at the second meeting, the Education Board can appoint commissioners 
to carry on the "work. The commissioners will have all the powers and duties of a committee. 
31st July 1902 Wellington Education Board: Several applications for grants for painting were 
held over until the Board knows what funds it will have for that class of work .The question 
of increasing the school Accommodation at Brooklyn and Worser Bay was also deferred 
29th October 1902 Wellington Education Board: The Chairman recommended the provision 
of additional school accommodation at Worser Bay. There were fully fifty children at present 
unable to gel accommodation in the existing school. An enlarged school, with provision for 
another hundred and fifty children, would meet the growing needs of the district  and also of 
Miramar. It was resolved to have plans prepared for consideration at next meeting. 
30th October 1902 Additional school accommodation is urgently required at Worser Bay. At 
present the schoolhouse, which is situated on the hill overlooking the bay, is so crowded that 
classes are being hold in the passage, and there are twenty five children for whom there is no 
room at all; This matter was discussed by the Board of Education yesterday, when the 
opinion was expressed by the chairman that the district was going ahead so rapidly that 
before long it would be necessary to have a schoolhouse on the flat at Seatoun. He pointed 
out that as Miramar was being cut up, the Worser Bay schoolhouse ought to be enlarged to 
meet the requirements of both districts. The Board agreed, on .the motion of Mr Young, that 
plans be prepared for an addition to the Worser Bay schoolhouse to accommodate 150 
children. 



5th November 1902 Wellington Education Board:  With regard to the complaint as to the 
overcrowded state of the schoolroom at Worser Bay, the clerk of works reported that to 
provide the additional accommodation required would cost £550. It was decided that plans 
should be prepared for additions to accommodate 100 children, such plans to be submitted at 
next meeting 
28th November 1902 Wellington Education Board: he Secretary was authorised to call for 
tenders for work at the Hutt, Petone Brooklyn, and Worser Bay schools/ Lowest tender 
accepted 17th December  1902 
3rd June 1902 Worser Bay additions cost £479 
2nd July 1903 Head Master Worser Bay School : average, 58 ; salary, £175 and £30 house 
allowance Sole Teacher,  
5th August 1903 Mr. W. W. Rowntree, at present in charge of the Pongaroa School, has been 
appointed master of the Worser Bay School.  
27th August 1903 In an article titled Financial Position of Education Board was this piece: 
The first call for additions was to the Worser Bay school, where seventy-four children were 
crowded into a £mall classroom having accommodation for fifty-five. Knowing the great 
future of this school the Board decided that the additions should take the form of a larger 
room t& provide for sixty-four additional pupils — with the necessary extension of latrines 
and outbuildings. The cost of this work has been £503. 
31st October 1903 Miss Banks, schoolmistress at Worser Bay, was entertained by residents 
last owning prior to her departure to assume charge of the Rikiorangi  School. A handsome  
souvenir was presented to Miss Banks. Mr. Rountree, who is to take charge of the Worser 
Bay School, was tendered a welcome.  
6th November 1903 Miss Banks, who has been transferred from the charge of 
the Worser Bay School to Reikiorangi, has been presented with a very handsome diamond 
and sapphire bangle and ring, as a mark of esteem from the scholars attending the school and 
the residents of Worser Bay. the presentation was made at a “social" tendered to Miss Banks 
at Worser Bay on Friday last. 
24th February 1904  



 
29th March 1904 Wellington Education Board At the worser bay School necessary additions 
were made at a cost of £503  
26th April 1905 WORSER BAY. The following Committee was elected-:* ; Messrs. S. R. 
Kennedy, J. V, Lonsdale, C. J. Hickson, H. McKay, C F. Worth, R. H. Williamson, and 
James, Kircher. Mr. Kennedy was elected Chairman and Mr. Kirker Secretary for  the current 
year. 
 

1906-1909	
1906 111 Worser Bay Rountree W W D1 Head Master  £225.00  £30.00  
1906 111 Worser Bay Flux Gladys M D3 Assistant Female  £ 105.00    
1906 111 Worser Bay Holdaway Kenneth   MP1  £45.00    
1907 131 Worser Bay Rountree Wm W D1 Head Master  £225.00  £30.00 
1907 131 Worser Bay Flux Gladys M D3 Assistant Female  £105.00   
1907 131 Worser Bay Holdaway Kenneth  MP2 $50.00  
1907 131 Worser Bay Speedy Margaret  FP2 $50.00  
1908 142 Worser Bay Rountree Wm W D1 Head Master £225.00 £30.00 
1908 142 Worser Bay Flux Gladys M D3 Assistant Female £110.00   
1908 142 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V   Assistant Female £85.00   
1909 166 Worser Bay Rountree Wm W D1 Head Master £245.00 £35.00 
1909 166 Worser Bay Smith Sarah F D2 Assistant Female £120.00  
1909 166 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V Licensed Assistant Female £90.50  
1909 166 Worser Bay Higgins Florence J D3 Assistant Female £90.00  
1909 166 Worser Bay Jenkinson Dorothy  FP2 £25  



Gladys M Flux  started her career at Mt Cook Infants in 1889 By 1901 she was at Newtown, 
In 1903 now an assistant she was at Petone until 1904. In 1905 she was back at Mt Cook 
infants before spending 1906 to 1908 at Worser Bay. 
1912/8348 Gladys Myrtle Flux Ray Armitage Fahy 
Margaret Speedy started her career at Worser Bay in 1907. In 1908 to 1910 she was at Hutt 
DHS 
Olive V McFarlane had a long teaching career for the Wellington education Board. Starting 
as  a pupil teacher at Gladstone in 1897 to 1898 she then went in 1900 to 1901 at Kaiwaiwai 
school half way between Featherston and Martinborough.  In 1902 and 1903 she was at 
Greytown. Now an assistant mistress she was back in Gladstone  to 1907. Coming to Worser 
Bay from 1908 to at least 1919 as that school grew. From 1921 to at least 1923 when my 
records end she was at Te Aro 
1980/53513 McFarlane Olive Victoria 26 April 1881 
22nd April 1932 On their retirement' after thirty three years' service, Miss O. V. 
McFarlane, infant mistress at Mount Cook, and Miss J. H. Farquharson, head teacher at Tawa 
Flat, were officially farewelled, by the Education Board on Wednesday. ,The chairman (Mr. 
T: Forsyth), members of .the board;-:and .:the Acting senior inspector (Mr. W. J. Boden) 
referred to the valuable work done by the two teachers and wished them many happy years in 
retirement. Misses McFarlane and Farquharson suitably replied. 
Sarah E Smith Mrs . [AKA Sara E]  Taught at Worser Bay from 1909 to 1915. Then from 
1917 to at least 1823 she was teaching at Levin DHS 
Florence J Higgins started at Newman school just north of Eketahuna from 1900 to 1901 
[NB there was a Florence F Higgins teaching as a pupil teacher at Newman 1897 to 1899]  
Eketahuna 1902 to 1903. She then was sole charge teaching at Ngapopotu [East of Tinui.] 
and then at Worser Bay in 1909 and Worser Bay in 1909 
Dorothy Jenkinson only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Worser Bay in 1909 
27th January 1906 Lonsdale Wiren Worser Bay School won a scholarship  
5th February 1906  Worser Bay Female Assistant £105 
12th April 1906 Appointed: Worser Bay Miss Flux of Mount Cook Infants School 
24th April 1906  Worser Bay. — Only five persons attended. Committee : Messrs. S. R. 
Kennedy (chairman), James Kircher (secretary), J. V. Lonsdale, Jas. Kibblewhite, R. 
Williamson, H. G. Price, and H. J. Wyatt.  
1st May 1906 Miss Addle Banks, formerly of Wellington and Worser Bay, , but now 
schoolteacher at Reikiorangi, loaves on a trip round the world (via Vancouver) during the  
present month.  
29th November 1906 Wellington Education Board approved leave of absence for Mr K 
Holdaway Worser Bay 
30th January 1907 



 
2nd February 1907 The class B National scholarship has been awarded to Frederick Lindup, 
of Worser Bay School. In that class ten junior scholarships were awarded.  
6th February 1907 Jos Heath 511: J Macdonald 477 and James B Dixon 476 won 
scholarships  
22nd March 1907 Wellington Education Board The inspectors were instructed to report upon 
the applications for increased accommodation at the Brooklyn and Worser Bay schools. 
23rd April 1907 Worser Bay Committee. — Messrs. J. W. Hall (Chairman), J. Kircher 
(Secretary), J. V. Lonsdale, R. H. Williamson, H. J. Wyatt J. Hawson and A. Gooch. 
26th April 1907 Another report made by Mr. Lee [Chairman Wellington Education Board] 
referred to a visit paid to the Worser Bay  school. This was found to be overcrowded, and on 
the chairman's suggestion, it was resolved that a building in the bay be temporarily rented at 
once, and that two extra rooms be added to the school buildings. 
25th October 1907 Wellington Education Board:  Mr. K. Holdaway,' pupil teacher Worser 
Bay, leave of absence for one month. 
14th November 1907 So far no site has been set apart on the Miramar flat for educational 
purposes. The Borough of Seatoun has one school at present, situated on the hill 
above Worser Bay, and fairly approachable from all those parts of the borough having any 
claim to population. Miramar is going to be a thickly-populated place in a few years' time, 
and settlers and intending settlers on the flat are asking—where is the school site? Enquiry 
has elicited the information that it, like Mrs. Sarey Gamp's friend Mrs. Harris, "don't exist." 
With great tact and forethought, however, the Education' Board has informed the Mayor of 
Miramar (Mr. A. E. Crawford), that it is prepared to consider favourably any offer of a school 
site  for Miramar South in view of future contingencies. It is intended to add another room to 
the Worser Bay school shortly, owing to the demands that are being made on the present 
accommodation. Mr. H. D. Crawford has already given the Board half an acre of land 



between  Miramar and South Kilbirnie for the purposes of a school, and in order to provide 
room enough for ground extension the Board has decided to purchase an adjoining acre. 
25th November 1907 A kitchen and pantry tea, given by Mrs. Rowntree and Misses Duff and 
Howe, in aid of the Worser Bay school-sale of work, was held on Saturday afternoon at Mrs. 
Rowntree's. The tea-table was decorated with arum lilies and nasturtiums, tea being served by 
six girls in white. Musical, items were rendered by Mesdames Robinson' and Rowe, and 
Misses Duggan and Geyger, and recitations by Misses M. Flux and L. Rowntree. Planchette  
and a competition filled up the afternoon. About ninety invitations  were issued, and the 
result, was a very generous contribution to the sale. In the evening a small dance for young 
people was held in aid of the same object. 
25th January 1908 Scholarships awarded included  Arnold J Graham  582 second on class B 
list and Edna Lillian Duff 10th 468  
18th February 1908 The Education Board invites tenders for erection of additions to 
the Worser Bay School 
27th February 1908 For the erection of school buildings at Worser Bay, the Education Board 
has accepted the tender of W. Douglas at £380.  
9th March 1908 Picnics held on Saturday included the following : — Worser Bay school 
children, at Day's Bay [Probably used the wharf recently erected at Worser Bay abd boated 
over the Days Bay] 
28th April 1908 WORSER BAY. Mr R. Hall presided over an attendance of fifteen 
householders. The finances of the school were reported to be in U satisfactory condition, 
about .£38 being in hand. Additions to the school had been carried out during the past year 
The committee for the year is as follows :—R. Hall (chairman), J. Kirchner (secretary), S. 
Robertson, P. Duff, H. J, Wyatt, A. Grigg, and J. F. C. McClellan. 
8th May 1908 Miramar Borough Council: The improvements to the street entrance to 
the Worser Bay School were authorised.  
28th May 1908 Wellington Education Board: Worser Bay — That" shelter sheds be removed 
to the side of the playground, as desired by the committee, which has undertaken a large 
amount of levelling ; limit, £15.  
10th June 1908 Application Wellington Education Board Worser Bay— Assistant Mistress, 
£90.  
10th July 1908 Miramar Borough Council: The Borough Engineer was empowered to deal 
with an application from -the Worser Bay School Committee, wherein' the-, assistance of the 
Council was asked in the carrying out of the work of metalling a portion of the ground in the 
immediate vicinity of the school. The applicants also asked that the metal required be 
supplied at cost and spread by the Council. 
10th July 1908 Miramar Borough Council: A communication was received from Mr. Robt. 
Hall, chairman of the Worser Bay School Committee. Ho said that as the school grounds at 
the Worser Bay School were in a very muddy state, the committee resolved to ask the council 
for assistance in metalling a portion of the ground immediately surrounding the school. The 
letter was referred to the engineer, with power to act. 
14th August 1908 Miss 0. McFarlane, formerly of Gladstone, has been transferred to Worser 
Bay. 



7th September 1908 his Day. Miss Olive MacFarlane, who has been for the past three years 
on the teaching staff of the Gladstone School, severed her connection with the school last 
week, having been promoted to the staff of the  Worser Bay School, Wellington. Miss 
MacFarlane was the recipient of an address from the committee expressive of their 
appreciation of her long , services. A purse of sovereigns accompanied the address. The 
school children presented their late teacher with a silver mounted brush and comb. 
16th September 1908  HILDREN'S FANCY DRESS CARNIVAL. On Friday evening last 
the children of Worser Bay reached the goal for which they had been striving for some 
considerable time—the holding of -a fancy dress ball. A committee of ladies, consisting of 
Mesdames Gooder, Hawson;, Pownall, and Colo, and Misses Kircher. McKenzie, and Slater, 
had worked hard, and the result of their labours was the unqualified success of Friday night's 
entertainment. On every hand you could see roses, pantaloons, clowns, etc., etc. The 
committee have every reason to bs pleased with the result of their labours, and there is no 
doubt the children had a “real good time.” The names of those present and the characters they 
represented were as follow: Miss D. Howie, Spanish Girl; Miss B. Barry, Dairymaid; Miss N. 
Burch, Stary Night; [rest of names not copied] 
Mrs J. L. Cole supplied the music; Mr Digby sang and whistled, and Mrs McClelland played 
the extras. Three hearty cheers were given by Hie children for the committee, and those who 
had helped to entertain them throughout the evening Mr and Mrs Hawson and Miss 
McKenzie gave up a considerable number of evenings to teaching the children to dance, and 
the manner in which the little ones acquitted themselves was a splendid compliment to their 
teachers. 
28th January 1909 Scholarship Arthur J Kircher with 500 and Allan L Freeman 459 were 2 of 
the 5 winners in class B schools with attendance of over 40 and under 201 
2nd March 1909 Probationers appointed who will “eventually become teachers”  Miss D 
Jenkinson  
5th March 1909  On the invitation of the headmaster of the Worser Bay School, the local hop. 
secretary of the Navy League addressed the senior pupils there yesterday afternoon on the 
aims and objects of the Navy League. It was specially pointed out that the league was not a 
"Jingo" movement, and that the possession of an all-powerful navy by Britain tended to the 
freedom and peace of the seas of the world. The loss of Britain's naval supremacy would 
seriously jeopardise her sea-borne commerce, the value of which aggregated the huge sum of 
£1,400,000,000 annually, and in which New Zealand had a share. Great enthusiasm was 
shown, and a strong sub-branch of the league is now in course of formation at the school. 
This will make the twentieth juvenile sub-branch formed under the auspices of the local head 
branch. 
8th April 1909 Worser Bay — Assistant. £90 to £105. 
27th April 1909 WORSER BAY. The Seatoun School Committee lor the ensuing year 
consists of Messrs. R. Hall (chairman), H. J. Wyatt, H. R. Power, J. F. C. McClelland, S. 
Robinson, A. Grigg, and 0. Nickle (secretary). 
17th May 1909 Wellington Education Board: Miss F Higgins appointed  
28th May 1909 Wellington Education Board:  Miss G Flux resigns  
10th June 1909 Wellington Education Board: Worser Bay — Assistant (male preferred), 
£120 to £150 



8th July 1908 Wellington Education Board: Worser bay assistant mistress Miss S Smith 
29th July Report on the wedding of Miss Gladys Flux to Mr L J Bacon included The 
bridegroom presented the bride with a piano, and the bridesmaids with turquoise and pearl 
brooches. The children and committee of the Worser Bay School gave the bride . silver 
mounted dressing-case and a cream and sugar stand of china and silver.  
1st October 1909 Mr W W Rountree given 1 months leave of absence from Worser bay 
School 
15th October 1909 Miramar Borough Council: The Worser Bay School Committee wrote 
complaining of the danger caused by wandering horses and cattle at Worser and Karaka Bay.  
The matter was referred to the town clerk, who was empowered to take what action , he 
might deem  necessary to stop a nuisance.. Councillors were of opinion that-.the borough 
should take the extreme step of court proceedings if nothing else' would put a stop to the 
nuisance. 
28th October 1909 Wellington Education Board  On the committee's recommendation, the 
works at the following places were deferred :— Pahiatua (bell, woodshed, 
verandah), Worser Bay and Gladstone (fencing repairs and painting). 
26th November 1909 The board approved of the establishment of a miniature rifle, range at 
Newtown. District High School, and of the formation of a cadet corps at Worser Bay School 
10th December 1909 Wellington Education Board his committee recommended additions, 
improvements, and repairs at the following places : — Newtown, Fernridge, Opaki, Manakau 
(drainage pit), Worser Bay (sanitary convenience), 
 
 
 

1910-1912	
1910 158 Worser Bay Rountree Wm W D1 Head Master £250.00 £35.00 
1910 158 Worser Bay Smith Sarah E Mrs D2 Assistant Female £120.00   
1910 158 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V D3 Assistant Female £120.00   
1910 158 Worser Bay Armitage Rose E D3 Assistant Female £90.00   
1910 158 Worser Bay Fitt William   MP1 £50.00   
1911 175 Worser Bay Rountree Wm W D1 Head Master £255.00 £35.00 
1911 175 Worser Bay Smith Sarah E Mrs D2 Assistant Female £125.00  
1911 175 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V D3 Assistant Female £125.00  
1911 175 Worser Bay Sargent Jane D D5 Assistant Female £90.00  
1911 175 Worser Bay Fitt William  MP2 £55.00  
1912 177 Worser Bay Rountree William W C1 Head Master £260.00 £35.00 
1912 175 Worser Bay Smith Sarah E Mrs D2 Assistant Female £130.00   
1912 175 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V D3 Assistant Female £130.00   
1912 175 Worser Bay Grant Colin C C4 Assistant Master £90.00   
1912 175 Worser Bay Duff Edna L   FP1 £20.00   

Rose E Armitage   started teaching for the Wellington Education Board at Worser Bay in 
1910. In 1911 she was sole teacher at Kaitoke In 1912 and 1913 she was at Epuni School and 
from 1914 to at least 1917 she was at the Normal School as an assistant 



9th October 1919 London: Miss R. E. Armitage, Training College,, Kelburn,' Wellington, is 
hoping to see something of educational methods in England and America before returning .to 
New Zealand in April, 1920. Her plans for touring the British Isles have  been upset by the 
illness of her mother’ Resigned from Kelburn 18th February 1919 
William Fitt only taught for the Wellington Education Board in 1910 and 1911 at Worser 
Bay 
Jane D Sargent taught at South Wellington as a pupil teacher in 1906 and  1907 then didn’t 
teach for the Wellington Education Board until 1911 at Worser Bay and then at Newtown 
1912 to 1915 
Colin C Grant Was a pupil teacher at Brooklyn in 1908 and 1909. He was probably at 
training college for two years in 1910 and 1911. In 1912 he was at Worser Bay in 1913 sole 
charge at Dyer (just south of Martinborough) The Sole charge in 1914 and 15 at Rangitumau 
East of Masterton. In 1917 he was at Johnsonville, 1919 Rongokoako west of Eketahuna and 
then in 1921 and 1923 at Berhampore. 
Edna L Duff only taught the 1 year at Worser Bay for the Wellington Education Board 
20th January 1910 Junior Scholarship only 2 granted in B Class Rowland Cooper Worser 
Bay. Recommended for Junior national Scholarship. Frank Graham and Norma Hall though 
not a candidate for scholarship have qualified by examination for Junior free places at 
secondary School 
28th January 1910 Wellington Education Board turned down an application for grants for 
works from Worser Bay 
15th February 1910 A miniature rifle range is shortly to be opened at Brooklyn State School. 
A similar range was recently opened at Worser Bay School. 
23rd February 1910 A miniature - rifle range has been installed at the Worser, Bay School, 
and a similar range is. about to be provided at Brooklyn: School. : The patent. travelling 
target invented by a Wellington firm is being-utilised in each case. This target will be on 
exhibition at the cadet encampment at Lower. Hutt this week and will probably .be brought 
under the notice of discount Kitchener., 
21st March 1910 The opening of. a miniature rifle range at the Worser Bay School took 
place-on Saturday afternoon. Among- those 'present at the ceremony. were Mr. R. Lee, 
Chairman of 'the Wellington Education Board, Mr. G. L.; Stewart, secretary,-the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Miramar, Mr. C. J. Crawford, and Mrs. Crawford, .Major McDonald, in charge 
of, the' Dominion Cadets, and' a large number of residents of the district, as well as the 
Miramar borough councillors and the School Committee. Mr. R. Lee, in addressing' the 
assemblage, said that he. had' been interested in the cadet' movement; for some 35 years. At 
that time the cadets in the Wellington district consisted of the Te Aro School Cadets, under 
the- late; Mr.. R. Holmes,. and  the; corps ,at Greytown  and Carterton. He was  a believer in 
developing the body as well as the mind, and he congratulated the Worser Bay School-
Committee on providing for the children "both gymnastic apparatus and a rifle range.  Major 
McDonald also spoke and stated that about 13,000 school cadets were under canvas' during 
Lord Kitchener's' visit to New Zealand, and that not. an accident' had occurred.  
The Mayor of Miramar .said that as' one of the oldest "inhabitants of the district, he' had 
carefully watched the progress of the school. He added that he felt 'sure that someday  
the Worser Bay people would have a rifle champion from among the lads attending the 



school., ' Mr. R. Hall, Chairman of' the School Committee, in proposing  a vote of' thanks to 
the speakers,' also' made, reference, to the work of Mr. S. Robinson,, one of the committee 
who had been very energetic in connection with the work of providing the range.  
After the opening ceremony. afternoon tea. was. dispensed by a committee of ladies, 
consisting. of Mesdames Hawson, Hall, 'Rountree, Duff, ' Grigg, , Kircher,. Robinson, 
.Power, .and Miss McKenzie, for whom cheers .were given.   
A match was fired between three ladies and the same number of gentlemen the former 
winning.  
21st March 1910 The annual picnic in connection with the Worser Bay School-was held 
under very favourable,' circumstances on the beach last week, nearly-200 scholars taking 
part. The sports programme was an interesting one, being witnessed by. a large number of 
residents and visitors, to whom afternoon tea was provided. The following are the results of 
the various races:—  
Girls' races—Running, under 6: Mona Days, 1; Olive Warring, 2;-Edna  Bell, 3. Running, 
under 8: Doris Green, 1;. Elsie Lanham, 2; Sadie Browne, 3. Championship: Kathleen 
Thomas, 1; Runa Marshall, 2; Dorothy Powell  3. Consolation race A: Dulcie Rowntree, 1; 
Agnes Williamson, 2; Jane McWilliams  and Violet Adams, 3. Consolation race B: Doris 
Huntington, 1; Olive Lanham, .2; Mathilda Pedersen, 3. Potato race: Annie Powell, 1; 
Kathleen Thomas, 2'; Maida Aiken, 3. Three-legged race, under 10: Queenie Gooch. and 
Verna Browne, 1; Kitty McInnes  and Stella Bell, 2. Three  legged race, over 10: Avice 
Lonsdale and Runa Marshall, 1; Dorothy Powell and Doris Houchen, 2. Swimming race, 
open: Maida Aiken, 1; Runa; Marshall, 2  Avice Lonsdale. 
Boys' races—Running, under 6: Allan Brown, 1; John Telford, 2; John Showstrand, 3. 
Running, under 8: Ronald Campbell, 1; Maurice Mabin, 2;' Charles Showstrand, 3. Potato 
race: Reggie Cording, 1; Norman Scainbary, '2. Consolation race: Neville Taine, 1; G. 
Thomas, 2; Trevor Taine, 3. Three-legged race: George Campbell and Arthur Love, 1; Ernest 
Barry and Edward Wright, 2; Leonard Power and Fred. Deverell, 3. Monkey race: Claude 
Cording, 1; Norman Cording, 2; Reginald Cording, 3. School championship race: Harold 
Duff, 1. Swimming handicap race, open: Geoffrey Thomas, 1; Percy Mair, 2; Albert 
Marshall, 3.' Mixed rescue race: Leslie Rowntree, 1; Runa Marshall, 1: School championship 
. swimming race: Albert Marshall, 1; Percy Mair, 2. All-comers' race: Fergus Adams, 1; 
Harold McClelland, 2; Prank' Graham, 3. Sand-modelling competition: Stacey Grigg, 1; 
Leonard Kircher, 2 
23rd March 1910 Without in any way wishing to damp military ardour as expressed in the 
institution of school rifle ranges, the Education Board yesterday intimated that it would like 
to be first asked before I such ranges were instituted by committees. Establishment 
of Worser Bay range was formally approved, although the range was actually opened last 
Saturday. Mr. R. Lee, chairman, said he feared he was an accessory after the fact, inasmuch 
as he attended the opening of the Worser Bay range. Of course the permission of the board 
should be obtained before such ranges were established, he added.  
6th April 1910 . A successful repetition of the annual school concert was given on Monday 
evening at the Kiosk, Worser Bay. The patrons who were unable to attend the first concert on 
Thursday last owing to the inclement weather attended in large numbers; and, judging by the 
applause given to every item, were amply rewarded for their visit. The carefully-trained 



items, splendidly rendered by the scholars, reflect credit on the members of the teaching staff, 
who, on behalf of the committee, were thanked by the chairman (Mr. Robert Hall).  
26th April 1910 The following committee was elected by the Worser Bay Sohool:—Messrs. 
11. Hall (chairman),' J. Kircher (secretary), P. Buss, C. Mclelland, A.' Grigg, and J. Power. 
This represents the old committee, with the exception of one who did not stand. A Bible-in-
schools "ticket" was put forward but was not successful.  
1st June 1910 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence for one week Mrs S E M Smith 
Worser Bay. 
31st August 1910 Miss F Higgins assistant Worser Bay resigns 
1st September 1910 Wellington Education Board approves Worser Bay £15 Fencing. £8 
tanks.  
13th September 1910 Wellington Education Board: Worser Bay assistant mistress £90 to 
£110 
28th September 1910 Wellington Education Board A communication from the Education 
Department intimated that consideration of the board's application for a grant for Worser Bay' 
School had been deferred 
17th January 1911 Leslie Rowantree won a scholarship finishing 4th in class B  
19th January 1911 THE Worser Bay School Committee invite applications from suitable 
persons for performing the duties of Cleaning the Worser Bay School. Salary at the rate of 
£17 10s per annum. Applications to be addressed to the Chairman, from whom full 
particulars may be obtained. ROBERT HALL, Chairman, Seatoun Heights-road. 
28th February 1911 Wellington  Education Board It was urged by the committee that. 
renewed application should be made to the department ,for additional accommodation 
at Worser Bay 
25th April 1911  The following are further results of school committee elections :—: —
 Worser Bay.— C. T. Bell (chairman), A. Gooch. P. Duff, J. Campbell, R. Hall, W. Telford, 
J. Kircher (secretary). 
22nd May 1911 Pongaroa may be in the back blocks, but its official .residents seem to 
acquire merit during their stay (writes a correspondent). The two last schoolmasters left, us 
for Worser Bay and Te Aro, and the present popular vicar is soon leaving for Petone, while 
the postmistress (Miss Woodman) is under orders to proceed at once to Wellington 
13th June 1911 Wellington Education Board; Worser Bay— Additions to School. 28th June 
1911 Tenders let to Wagstaff and Sons 
13th September 1911  Worser Bay— Assistant Mistress; £90 to £105.  
11th October 1911 Worser Bay— Assistant Master ; £90 to £105.  
15th November 1911 Worser Bay Assistant Master C C Grant 
17th January 1912 Charles Graham finished second in the class B  for school with attendance 
of over 35 and under 200 examinations and Andrew Murie received a scholarship but was 
well down the list  
6th March 1912 Day's Bay bush, grounds, and beaches are being, enjoyed by two large picnic 
parties to-day, including Veitch and Allan's staff and the Lands and Survey Department. To-
morrow the staff of the Agricultural Department will make a journey to the Bay on pleasure 
bent. Worser Bay School and the Training College will be the next largo parties to spend  a 



day at the Bay. and they will be followed by the Defence Department and coal dealers' hands, 
or "Black Diamonds." 
24th April 1912 School Committee Worser Bay.—Messrs. Bell (chairman), Gooch  
(secretary), Campbell, Telford, Hull, Edwards, and McCrea. 
1st May 1912 Wellington Education Board: Half cost concrete paths and channels and also a 
library subsidy. £5 Both to Worser Bay 
18th July 1912 At the Worser Bay School the Mayor of Miramar, Mr H. N. McLeod gave an 
address to the children appropriate to the occasion. 
13th November 1912 Worser Bay- Assistant, £90 to £105 
11th December 1912  Miss M Duff appointed assistant at Worser Bay 
 

1914-1915	
1913 187 Worser Bay Rountree William W C1 Head Master £265.00 £35.00 
1913 187 Worser Bay Smith Sarah E Mrs D2 Assistant Female £135.00  
1913 187 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V D3 Assistant Female £135.00  
1913 187 Worser Bay Duff Minnie C5 Assistant Female £90.00  
1914 191 Worser Bay Rountree William W C1 Head Master £270.00 £ 35.00 
1914 191 Worser Bay Smith Sarah E Mrs D2 Assistant Female £145.00  
1914 191 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V D3 Assistant Female £145.00   
1914 191 Worser Bay Duff Minnie C4 Assistant Female £120.00   
1914 191 Worser Bay Matthews Frederick C   MP4 £60.00   

Frederick C Matthews taught in 1913 at Mount Cook Boys’ and at Worser Bay in 1914 
21st January 1913 Jon E Brodie. 550 Robert Muril 502  and Bertha Zoe 474 all achieved a 
Wellington Education Board scholarship 
29th January 1912  Wellington education Board: resignation Miss E Duff Principal Worser 
Bay from December 31. [Actually one year probationer not a Principal] 
11th April 1913 A novel, idea is to be carried out at Worser Bay to-morrow afternoon. About 
150 children, wearing white Pinafores, will form the letters "N.Z." en the hillside behind the 
local tea kiosk, and at a given signal , will wave ' the pinafores, in order to expand the letters 
as the warship passes before them. A very pretty, effect should be produced. [Visit of HMS 
New Zealand to Wellington] 
16th April 1913 Worser Bay children to visit HMS New Zealand anchored in harbour at 3.0 
p.m. on Thursday. 
29th April 1913  The annual meeting of householders was well attended. The following are 
the new committee: Messrs. C. T. Bell (chairman), A. Gooch (secretary), F. S. Robertson, J. 
Campbell, G. F. Edwards, W. Telford, and R. Eagar. After the reading and adoption of the 
balance-sheet and report it, was proposed and unanimously carried — "That this meeting of 
householders congratulate the headmaster (Mr. Rowntree} on the high standard reached by 
his, school, and wishes' to place on record their unqualified appreciation of his services 
6th June 1913 Miramar Borough Council: The Worser Bay School Committee wrote stating 
that it was absolutely necessary to have a proper water supply and asking if it was the 
intention of the council to extend the system to the higher levels. Mr. R. L. Mestayer, 



consulting engineer, furnished the following report in regard to a high-level water supply for 
the borough,………… 
27th August 1913 Wellington Education Board approved the purchase of a tank, [Presumably 
for water] 
28th January 1914 Wellington Education Board: Miss Mary E Robinson appointed Pupil 
Teacher, In 1913 Mary E Robinson was teaching at Newtown: she was not teaching at 
Worser bay by December 1914 
9th May 1914 Owing to the small attendance, no election of a committee for Worser Bay 
School took place on Monday evening. The committee reported that the income for the past 
year, including the balance from 1912-13, was £81 7s 8d, and the expenditure £62 0s 9d, 
leaving a credit balance of £19 6s 11d: The school library has been increased, and a special 
library started for children of the lower school. There are 280 volumes in the upper library, 
and 175 in the lower. The attendance at the school is still unsatisfactory, for, out of an 
average roll number of 212, the average attendance is only 187. The present roll number of 
the school is 218. an increase of four over the number on the roll a year ago. The staff 
problem is acute still", and an effort has been made to increase the attendance so that another 
teacher may be obtained. The thanks of the committee are; due to the -parents for the 
response made when funds were needed for the picnic, to the staff for their assistance inn 
carrying out the picnic, and to Mr. F. Townsend, Mayor of Miramar, for his handsome 
donation, 
21st May 1914 Association football [Soccer] The Marist Brothers' School, Hawkestone-
street, applied for admission to the primary schools competition. The application was referred 
to the Boys' Subcommittee. A similar application from the Worser Bay School was also 
referred to the same sub-committee, 
25th May 1914 As the annual meetings of householders lapsed in several instances on May 
7th, further meetings, convened by the Education Board, are to be held on Thursday, Juno 
4th, for the election of school committee members. The school districts concerned 
are Worser Bay, Pahautanui, Whiteman’s Valley, and Korokoro South. The procedure will be 
the same as at the meetings already held. 
5th June 1914  At a well-attended and enthusiastic meeting of householders held in 
the Worser Bay Schoolhouse last evening, the following were elected a committee lor the 
ensuing year :— Messrs. C. T. Bell (chairman), C. E. Stichbury (secretary), C. Bowie, C. 
Wahlers, W. E. Tomlin, M. Knudsen, and Mrs. E. Wing. Several important matters pertaining 
to the scholastic welfare of the children of the district were discussed at length and will 
receive the attention of the new committee. 
6th June 1914 There ,was a large; and enthusiastic attendance at the Worser Bay 
Schoolhouse, when the committee for the current year was. Elected……..This is the first time 
since the constitution of. the Worser Bay School District that a lady has been elected  to a 
seat on the committee. Ono of the most pressing matters for the attention of the new 
committee will be the provision of further accommodation particularly for the younger 
children. 
30th June 1914 Wellington Education Board: A grant was made to Worser Bay for levelling 
ground. 



1st July 1914 Wellington Education Board: With regard to the request for a side school 
at Worser Bay [Actually Seatoun], the Chairman explained that the matter was being 
investigated by the board's officers, and it was resolved that they should continue their 
investigations. It was decided that increased accommodation should be provided at Korokoro, 
Northland, Roseneath, Island Bay, and Worser Bay Schools 
4th July 1914  A small belt of plantation abutting on the north-west boundary of 
the Worser Bay School grounds has been handed over to the school by the  Miramar Borough 
Council for care and control, and for demonstration garden plot. An undertaking has been 
given by the School Committee to the effect that existing shrubs will not be disturbed in the 
slightest. "I feel sure," said Mr. Stockbury, in a letter to the council, read last night, "that it is 
in the interests of bitch a district as ours that wo should use every endeavour to cultivate in 
the minds of our children a desire for the production and care of plant life." Councillors 
agreed with these remarks 
24th August 1914 Countess of Liverpool Funds Worser Bay Plaited threads. 
25th August 1914 An application for the establishment of a side school at Seatoun to the 
Worser Bay School was referred by the Education Board this afternoon to the inspectorate.  
14th November 1914 The contribution of the Worser Bay School to the Belgian Children's 
Fund 'amounted to £14 9s. 3d.  
20th November 1914 Miramar Borough Council: . It was decided to comply with 
the Worser Bay School Committee's request to carry out the work of levelling the school 
ground at a cost of £20, the money to be found by the Education Board.  
8th December 1914 In reply to a request from Worser Bay for reconsideration of the request 
for a side school at Seatoun, it was decided that the inspector's report, recommending that the 
application be not granted in the meantime, be adopted. 
 
 
 

1915	
1915 204 Worser Bay Rountree William W C1 Head Master £280.00 £40.00 
1915 204 Worser Bay Smith Sarah E Mrs D2 Assistant Female £175.00  
1915 204 Worser Bay McFarlane Olive V D3 Assistant Female £155.00  
1915 204 Worser Bay Duff Minnie C4 Assistant Female £130.00  
1915 204 Worser Bay Richards Anna M  FP3 £65.00  

Anna M Richards  taught at Worser Bay in 1915 and then in 1919 and 1921 Taught at 
Kaiparoro and there was an Annie Richards in 1923 sole charge at Ngaumu East of Masterton  
27th January 1915 Worser bay. Anna M Richards appointed pupil teacher 
4th May 1915 Belgian Relief Fund Worser Bay school (2nd Instalment) £1 9s 8d 
4th May 1915 School Committee  There was a fair attendance at the Worser Bay meeting. Mr 
C T. Bell (chairman of the retiring committee) presided 
The following were elected to form the new committee Messrs W. W, Clifford, C E. 
Stichbury  M. Knudsen, C. P. McFarland, P. Palmer, C.T. Bell, G. S, Edwards\ 
1 Mr Bell was re-elected chairman, and Mr Edwards secretary.  



On the motion' of Mr J. W, Hall, seconded by Mr E. Kellow  , the now committee was 
instructed to press forward vigorously with the scheme to obtain a  side school at Seatoun. , 
Votes of, thanks were passed to the retiring committeemen, the headmaster and the staff.  
2nd June 1915 The Worser Bay School held a small sale of work on Friday, May 28, in aid of 
the Mayor's New Belgian Fund. The sale, which was opened by the Mayor of Miramar, Mr. 
F. Townsend, was organised by a committee of boys and girls belonging to Standard VI. The 
attendance of parents and friends was very good indeed, and the sum of thirty pounds was 
raised. The various stalls were in charge of the children, and were as follow: —Work stall, 
Stella Bell and Olive Callister; sweets, Mabel Hook and Eileen Kennedy; produce, Len. 
Kircher and Jack Alexander; toys, Norman Cording and Jim Kennedy, jumble, Horace 
Davidson; tea-room, Sadie Brown. The staff of the school attended and exercised a general 
supervision. 
30th June 1915 Wellington Education Board The Worser Bay committee applied for a side 
school to be established at Seatoun, and the city members of the board were empowered to 
inquire into the necessity for such a school.  
1st September 1915 At yesterday's meeting of the Education Board, the chairman (Hon. J G. 
W. Aitken) reported that the City members of the board had visited Seatoun and found there 
some 30 children  of school age, who were not attending the public school, and it was high 
time that the board thought of-making  some provision for them.' He. moved, and it- was 
agreed, that the Department be written to for a grant for a building to serve as a side school to 
the Worser Bay School.  
27th October 1915 Military Hospital guild Junior Girls' Worser Bay School, 33 face cloths, 6 
bags 
9th November 1915 Military Hospital guild: Pupils of Worser Bay School, 55 face cloths, 52 
feeders, 20 balaclavas, buttons and tape 
16th November 1915 Wellington education Board: Tenders called for WORSER BAY—
Repairs, painting, etc 
12th January 1916 Worser Bay assistant £110 to £120 
26th January 1916 Wellington Education Board: he following tenders were accepted: —
Worser Bay, painting, W. J. Monkhouse, £37 10s.;  
11th February 1906 Miss D. Boagey, of Pahiatua, has been appointed - probationer pupil: 
teacher at the Worser Bay school, Wellington. [No one is listed with the surname Boagey up 
to 1924 as working for the Wellington Education Board] 
24th February 1916 Worser Bay School is not in the bay at all, but oil a ridge overlooking 
both Seatoun and Miramar. and serving the locality all round. The school district is not 
compact but straggling along the water-side from Scorching Bay to Fort Dorset on the 
extreme south and the Valley of Miramar on the west. Residents of Seatoun (which is a 
growing area) have for eighteen months been trying to obtain a side school for little children 
to save them the long journey in bad weather to the top of the hill. According to the secretary 
of the School Committee (Mr. C. E. Stichbury), the Education Board gave favourable 
consideration to the request on behalf of 36 scholars; but from the secretary of the Education 
Board Mr, Stichbury now learns that instead of the 12 square feet of air space formerly held 
as essential for the health of children, 10 foot is now regarded as sufficient, based on the 
average attendance. This change now brings the Worser Bay School on the hill well up to 
the requirements for the 36 children referred to. The application for a side school is now 



declined. Mr. Stichbury says the  point 'raised was not accommodation, but the need for a 
side school at Seatoun, a fact lost sight of by the board. 
29th March 1916 The renewed application for a side school at Seatoun (to the Worser Bay 
School} which occupies a lighthouse situation on the top of the hill above the bay from which 
it takes its name) has been referred to the chairman, inspector, and secretary of the 
.Education Board for a report. 
19th April 1916 Worser Bay School, The annual meeting of householders was held in the 
school-house but owing doubtless to the inclemency of the weather there was only a small 
attendance, nevertheless the meeting was most enthusiastic. The report presented by the 
chairman showed that financially and otherwise the school is in a good position Appreciation 
of the splendid work done by the headmaster (Mr. Rowntree) and his staff was expressed. 
The meeting expressed great dissatisfaction at the scant treatment that has been meted out 
to the householders by the Education Board in regard to the committee's application for a 
side school at Seatoun, Negotiations have now been in hand nearly two years, and finality 
one way oi another has not yet been reached, Doubt was expressed that the board did not 
fully realise the merits of the application more particularly in view of the fact that the 
headmaster has reported that the junior rooms are full, and that he is unable 'to enrol any 
more pupils in the lower standards. It is not regarded as at all likely that the board would 
entertain the idea of building on to the present building, in view of its very exposed position, 
and the fact that the playing area is so very' limited. The only solution of the difficulty is, in 
the opinion of- the householders, to provide a branch school at  Seatoun for juniors. The 
names of over 40 children awaiting the opening of a school at Seatoun have already been 
furnished to the board, and also particulars of a most suitable building in the heart of the 
Seatoun Flat, it is considered that if the board are not prepared to immediately meet-'the 
want of accommodation that the householders should bring the matter before the member 
for the district and the Minister of Education. ' Three members of the old committee were re-
elected, viz.-.-Messrs. C. Bell, C. K Stichbury, and W. W. Clifford. ' Six additional members 
are required, .and the meeting resolved to recommend six residents to the board for 
appointment. 
19th April 1916 The Wellington Education Board yesterday decided to apply.to the 
Education Department for a grant to provide a side school- at Seatoun. The Chief Inspector 
(Mr. T. It. Fleming) warned the board that they would have to be very careful in connection 
with this side school, which would accommodate 'some 42 pupils, for at present there were 
100 children in the preparatory department of the Worser Bay School, and if they were just to 
throw it open many of those children .would rush the new one. It should only be for the 
youngest children of school age in the Seatoun district.  
31st May Mr Rendle has been appointed  assistant teacher at Worser Bay 
22nd June 1916 Association Football [Soccer] Letters were Received from the Worser Bay 
and Tawa Flat Schools, thanking the association for the gift of a ball 
28th June 1916 Wellington Education Board: Worser Bay, side school, outbuildings , etc. 
(and that the offer of a building at. Miramar be declined);  
8th July 1916 For the soldiers in France: Worser Bay School. 18 diet cloths, 20 jug covers, 1 
face cloth; 
21st July 1916 Miramar Borough:  At the last meeting of the council. Councillor Telford 
moved that the Town Hall. Miramar, be offered to the Education Board to take the place of a 
school. A reply was received acknowledging the offer, but stating that owing to the 



unsuitability of the position (it being too near the exuding Worser Bay School) the board 
regretted that it is unable to accept the proposal  
31st August 1916 Association Football: A protest was received from the Worser Bay School 
relative to a match played between Worser Bay and Marist (N) last Friday. The. protest stated 
that two of the bora had played the previous Friday against Worser Bay in the other 
Marist(N) team.—It was decided to hold the matter over until the next meeting, and in the 
meantime the Marist Brothers’ School will be asked to forward the  names of their players for 
the last few matches 
2nd February 1916 The game between Worser Bay and Island Bay  in the final schools 
competition, south district, played on Kilbirnie Reserve on Thursday afternoon, provided one 
of the fastest games seen this season  The teams were evenly, matched, and the game was 
fast, open, play travelling up and down the field in a manner that was good to witness, The 
control over the ball by the boys of both teams would do credit to many of our first-class 
teams. The final result-5 goals to 3 in favour of Island Bay—does not denote the difference 
between the two teams, as Worser Bay, with a little more luck, should have made a draw of 
Mr. Josephs was referee 
13th September 1916 The Wellington Education Board yesterday opened two new side 
schools, one Being an infant school at Seatoun, in connection with the Worser Bay school, 
and the other the Hataitai school, which will be a side school to Roseneath, The infant school 
at Seatoun will come under the jurisdiction of the Worser Bay school committee,  
15th September 1916 After two years of agitation on the part of the residents and the School 
Committee, the Education Board have at last acceded to the  request for. a branch school for 
infant classes at Seatoun. The new school, which was opened last Tuesday, will be greatly 
appreciated by the parents of Seatoun, who have found it quite impossible to get their young 
ones to undertake the dangerous and steep climb along the exposed tracks to the Worser Bay 
School. The Worser Bay School is situated in a "lighthouse" position on a range of hills 
overlooking Cook Strait, and the principal approach for the children coming from' Seatoun is 
by means of a track up the side of a steep hill. The roll of the. main school at Worser Bay is 
now 275, and when matters settle down at the branch school the total of the pupils attending 
school in the borough will be well over 325.  
9th October 1916 Worser Bay School bottle collection, on. account £2 17s 10d 
11th October 1916 Worser Bay—Assistant (side school, Seatoun). £110 to £120  
9th November 1916 Miss M Gilpin appointed Worser Bay 
30th November 1916 Wellington Education Board: An application for increased 
accommodation at Worser Bay was referred to the executive for consideration 

1917-1918	
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Rountree William W C-30 Head £320.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Brown BA William B B-62 Assistant £250.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar McFarlane Olive V D-77 Assistant £175.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Duff Minnie C-84 Assistant £150.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Webb Alice H C-84 Assistant £130.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Pettigrew Robina  C--97 Assistant £120.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Brown Hilda A Mrs  Assistant £110.00 



1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Gilpin Martha E  Assistant £110.00 
1917 250/54/37 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Smith Kathleen G C Assistant £110.00 

William B Brown started his career in 1910 as an assistant master  at Island Bay. In 1912 to 
1915  he was at Newtown In 1917 and 1919 with a BA he was under the leadership of Mr 
Rountree By 1921 he was at Clyde Quay and was there in 1923. From 1906 to 1909 there 
was a male pupil teacher called William W Brown at Island Bay and  he may be the same 
person as the timing fits perfectly. 
Alice H Webb taught as  a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1909. Then there is a 2 year 
gap where she would have been at training college. 1912 to 1915 she was at Petone DHS. In 
1917 and 1919 she was under the Worser Bay banner probably at Seatoun. In 1921 and 1923 
she was at Seatoun School 
Robina Pettigrew taught under the Worser Bay leadership in 1917 and 1919. By 1921 and 
1923 she was sole teacher at Paremata. 
Mrs Hilda A Brown taught under the Worser Bay leadership in 1917 and in 1921 and 1923 
was at Waikanae as an assistant. 
Martha E Gilpin taught at Roseneath in 1912, Kilbirnie 1913 as a pupil teacher. Then didn’t 
teach for the Wellington Education Board until 1917 for Worser Bay leadership and then in 
1921 was at Johnsonville Newland.  
Kathleen G Smith only taught for the Wellington Education Board under the Worser Bay 
banner in 1917 and 1919 
12th January 1917 Worser Bay Assistant £110- £120 
14th February 1917  Worser Bay Assistant Master £200- £250 
28th February 1917 Mr C Randle assistant Worser Bay resigns  [I have no record of  a Mr 
Randle teaching for the Wellington Education Board by to 1924. 
12th March 1917 The annual picnic of the  Worser Bay State School children was hold at 
Day's Bay on Saturday in perfect weather. The children were picked up at the Seatoun and 
Karaka Bay wharves by the Admiral, and after a good day's fun wero returned, tired but 
happy, in the same way. 
15th March 1917 Mr W B Brown appointed 
30th March 1917 At last evening's meeting (of the Miramar Borough Council a letter was 
received from the Education Board asking whether the building known as the Town Hall, 
Miramar, was available for lease. Owing to the number of children attending the Worser Bay 
School having very much increased, the board desired to provide additional accommodation 
without delay. The building would be required except on Saturdays, Sundays, "and week 
nights. The council decided to reply to the board fixing, the rent at £78 per annum, provided 
the Board would hold itself responsible for' all unfair' wear to the building and grounds.: . ' 
5th April 1917 Two girls of the Worser Bay School —Gwen Manthel and Ruth Fraser have 
lately been selling marbles, marble bags, work bags, etc., to the other children, in aid of the 
Bed Cross. They have made altogether £1, which they have handed to the headmaster for the 
Red Cross Sewing Fund in the school. 
11th April 1917 Worser Bay Assistant £110- £120 
1st May 1917 The annual meeting of householders of the Worser Bay school district was held 
in the' schoolhouse. The report showed that* in 1916 the roll numbered 260, whilst this year 
there 'were 290. The attendance for the past year was 248, while the side school had an 



average attendance of 42 out of 45 on the roll. Thirty old boys of the school were at the front; 
six had been wounded and two killed. 
The new committee consists of: — Messrs. W. Clifford, C. T. Bell, W. Stephens, L. Norton-
Tay]or, E.. G. Huggins, W. Bardsley, and H. Coombe. 
12th May 1917 Miss K G Smith appointed 
14th June 1917 About a year or more ago the Education Board found it necessary to arrange 
for a side-school for infants at Seatoun, as the only school in the district, perched on the top 
of a high hill above Worser Bay, was over-crowded. On account of the steady growth of the 
district the board has now purchased a block of laud between the Post Office and Stafford 
Street, on which it is intended to erect in the near future a modern school. 
20th July 1917 Miramar Borough Council A letter was received from the Education Board 
regarding the water supply to the Worser Bay School. The letter pointed out that the 
Wellington. City Council allowed a substantial reduction, and in view of the fact that the 
service was used by public school children it was hoped that the council would  make a 
reduction. It was decided by the council that the reduction asked for could not be granted 
11th September 1917 Worser Bay Assistant £110- £120 
3rd October 1917 The Wellington Education Board has applied for a grant for the erection on 
a block of land recently purchased Jit Seatoun of n four-roomed school, to lie u side-school 
for junior scholars of that district. The main school will be, as at present, the big school on 
the top of the- hill above Worser Bay. The climb up to this school is a pretty stiff one from 
the seaside for the little people, who are to be comfortably. and conveniently housed on the 
flat at Seatoun. 
23rd October 1917 Worser Bay assistant: Mrs H A Brown appointed 
21st November 1917 £1725 Seatoun School grant authorised by Education Department 
21st December 1917 The headmaster of the Worser Bay School wrote to the Miramar 
Borough Council last right asking that special facilities be granted to school children 
attending technical classes in the city. It was decided to -carry the children free on one day 
per week, subject to certain conditions. 
22nd December 1917 WORSER BAY 
Certificates of Proficiency. Beatrice H. Boon, Alice B. Doff, Thelma C. Harrison, Edith A. 
Johnston, Olive M. Warring, Cecil E. James, Neil Rowntree, John B. Rowntree, James  L. 
Rough. Norman C. Young.  
Attendance Certificates. Alice  B. Duff, Blanche E. Fraser, Edith A. Johnston, Olive M. 
Warring, Neil A. Rowntree,. John B. Rowntree, Edna Bell, Done Reuben, Myrtle T. Wilson, 
Arthur F.  Davidson, Albert Harrison, Ronald Rowntree, Guy Shackleton, Frances L. Norton-
Taylor, Alice C. Edwards, Beatrice M. Edwards, Winifred S. Johnston. Horace W. Warring, 
William R. Sinclair, Irene Mann, Florence M. Gilmer, Florence Yates, John S. Davies, John 
W. Brittain, Kenneth Simmonds, Iris Crowe, Gladys Marshall, James Secombe, John Wyatt, 
Alfred Wilson, Raymond James, , Edward Eagar, Marjorie Tomlin, Lawrence Davies, Allan 
Wilson, George Edwards, William Burge, Douglas Bell, Isabel Thomson, Dorothy Marshall, 
Frank C. Edwards, Jessie Hunter, Mary E. Eagar, Olive E. Wilson, Phyllis Simmonds, 
Marion Simmonds, John A. Johnston, Alfred F. Johnston. 



2nd February 1918 Tenders are about to he called for a new side school (at Seatoun) to 
the Worser Bay School, which has been over taxed for some, time past. It is intended for the 
present to take scholars up to the fourth standard.  
2nd February 1918 Tenders will shortly be called for a new side school (at Seatoun) to 
the Worser Bay school, which has been crowded for some time past. The Board will probably 
consider shortly the question of erecting a small school in the vicinity of the boundary 
between Miramar' borough and the city. 
5th February 1918 Assistantships, £110 to £120—Masterton, Petone, Worser Bay, , Shannon. 
20th March 1918 Miss E Creagh appointed assistant 
20th March 1918 Strong comment was made at to-day's meeting of the Education Board 
relative to the refusal of the Education Department to provide the whole of the money 
required to erect the new school at Seatoun. Mr. T. Forsyth, who introduced the subject, 
pointed out that there was no extravagance about the plans. The Board wanted to provide a 
school which would meet all the requirements of the district but found that it would be about 
£400 or so short, because of the Department's niggardly action. He moved that the board 
protest against the amount allocated. 
5th April 1918 Temporary Assistant: Worser Bay, £230 to £250;  
13th April 1918 Miramar Council: The Worser Bay School was granted the use of the Town 
Hall on April 22 free of charge, for a householders' meeting. 
17th April 1918. Part of a long article on the progress of Miramar: another indication of the 
progress of the borough can be seen in the efforts that have had to be made by the Education 
Board to keep pace "with the pruning demands of the district in the matter of school 
accommodation. About eighteen months ago the main school on Seatoun Heights Road was 
found to be overcrowded, and a. ride school was opened in Seatoun. This being insufficient to 
relieve the  congestion, the hoard, recognising the suitability of the building and its position, 
approached the council with a view to acquiring the use of the Town Hall, and the matter was 
satisfactorily arranged. A few weeks ago it was found necessary t& open a .third .side school 
in Worser Bay. The board decided last year to erect a permanent building in Seatoun, but 
before the work was-commenced it was considered advisable to alter the original plans by the 
addition of further class rooms. It is understood that a similar building will shortly be erected 
on the Miramar side of the borough. 
23rd April 1918 The meeting of the Worser Bay householders, held in Miramar Town Hall, 
was the largest in the history of the  borough. The following committee was elected :—
Messrs. W. Steven, L Norton-Taylor, W. Clifford, H. Coombe, H. Cooke, E. J. Huggins. A. 
Smith, -E. Kellow, W. Bardsley.  
The-.annual report, which was adopted, referred to the happy relations existing between the 
staff and the committee, resulting in much good work, including :. entertainments, which 
(with subsidy) provided £40 16s for playground improvement. The Education Board was 
making arrangements ;for the erection, of a three-roomed. school at Seatoun,, and in. the 
meantime .temporary accommodation was provided in 'the Presbyterian church room at, 
Seatoun, the Town Hall, , Miramar, and. the' Post and Telegraph ; Department's store 
at Worser Bay. The accommodation problem in connection .with the main school bristled 
with- difficulties which the committee has spared no pains to overcome. Representations 
made to the Education Board ,had been of the strongest nature. Assurance had been given 



that the whole matter was being gone into, and it would be one of the most important duties 
of the incoming committee to see that the assurance  given was supported by something of a  
tangible .nature within reasonable time. The number shown on the school, roll was as follows 
:—Main school 282, average attendance 256; Seatoun side-school 60, average attendance 54;  
Miramar' ; side-school 42, average attendance 37. Total 384, average attendance 347. Since 
1916 .the number on the school roll has increased by 100. The balance-sheet .showed a credit 
of £13 13s. A Roll of Honour is being prepared, and -when  the war is over a permanent 
memorial will .be erected. The committee expressed its appreciation of the able work of the 
staff. 
23rd April 1918 " Your committee views with alarm the serious position that exists in 
connection with the staffing. of State schools," stated the Worser Bay report. '' Apart from the 
question of accommodation, the average number of pupils allotted to one teacher is sufficient 
to preclude all possibility of thorough instruction being imparted. Parents are compelled by 
law to send their children to school and have a right to expect' that means be provided for the 
latter's instruction.  Under-staffing and inadequate school accommodation, though separate 
evils, spring from the same source, viz., the parsimonious policy of the Government in 
connection with State education. Under the existing scale of salaries paid to members of the 
teaching profession few young men of brains and ambition, will be attracted into the ranks of, 
the noblest profession in the world. . . The public of New Zealand is about to awaken from its 
lethargic state and. we dare to hope that the dawn of better times is at hand for those who 
have the interests of education at heart. You can't fool all the people all the time 
26th April 1918 Before dispersing- for the half-holiday on Anzac Day the pupils of 
the Worser Bay School paraded in the school ground for the purpose of paying tribute to the 
flag. The salute was followed by the singing of the National Anthem and a short address by 
the chairman of the School Committee, Mr. W. Steven. In the course of his remarks the 
chairman outlined the meaning of the word "Anzac," and also the composition of the British 
flag. In referring to St. George' s Cross, Mr. Steven told the children how St. George had 
destroyed the dragon, and how the Allies to-day were fighting to destroy a more terrible 
dragon, that, with its claws already planted in France and Belgium, was endeavouring to 
ravage the whole world. The proceedings terminated with three hearty cheers for the heroes 
of Gallipoli. 
19th June 1918 Mrs brown assistant Worser Bay resigns 
2nd August 1918 Mis L M Ramsay appointed  
15th August 1918 What would have been a very interesting match, had the weather allowed it 
to .be played to a finish, was that arranged by the headmaster of the Porirua School and Mr. 
W. W. Rowntree, of the Worser Bay School. From the start of the game Worser Bay took 
charge of matters., and combined play by Shackleton and Telford on the left wing carried the 
ball up to the Porirua end, where Harrison (outside right) opened the scoring. This reverse 
woke up the country boys, who attacked strongly, and came very near to equalising, the ball 
just grazing the top of the crossbar. Porirua kept up the pressure, and shortly after, Barnes, 
left-half, equalised, and Windley soon added another goal for Porirua. Both teams were now 
working very hard, and a rush by Worser Bay nearly ended in them scoring, but the Porirua 
custodian was very safe. The ball was quickly transferred to the other end, and a goal looked 
certain, when Masters, the Worser Bay full-back, saved the situation. Just before the half-



time whistle, Windley, for Porirua, added another, and the teams changed ends with the score 
3—l in favour of Porirua. 
The weather here took a hand in the proceedings, and the second half had only been in play 
for a few minutes when the rain came down in torrents and put an end to matters-for the day. 
It was decided by the masters to replay the match at Seatoun on Monday next. 
21st August 1918 Mr F Thornton Resigns assistant Worser Bay 
6th September 1918 The new school at Seatoun was opened yesterday by the Hon J. A. 
Hanan, Minister of Education. A bazaar was held in the building during the 'afternoon, in aid 
of the school funds, and the proceedings were interrupted at 3 o'clock in order that the. 
Minister might formally declare the school open. The Hon. J. G. W. Ait-ken, M.L.C., and Mr. 
R. A. Wright, M.P., wore among those present. Mr. T. Forsyth, chairman of the Wellington 
Education Board, .said he was sure the residents shared with the members of the board and 
the School Committee, a feeling of lively satisfaction" at the completion of the Seatoun 
School. The . building would relieve the congestion at, the Worser Bay School, and it would 
make it unnecessary for young 'children to undertake a fairly long .walk in wet weather. He 
hoped that the new school would be used fully both in school hours and after school hours. A 
school ought to be a meeting-place for the peoples of a district. The site, with an area of an 
acre and a half, had cost £1410, and the building and improvements, had hi ought the total 
cost up to £4316. The Education Board had received from the Department a sum of £3795, so 
that a balance of over £500 was still required. He intended to approach the Minister on that 
point. It clearly was the duty, of the Government, through the Education Department, to 
provide the whole df the funds required for the erection of new schools. 
Mr. R. A. Wright, M.P said that the rapid growth which had made the new school necessary 
was bound to continue. The city of Wellington was full, and the people were being forced 
into the outlying areas. He hoped that it would not be long before a school was opened at 
Miramar. Difficulties of finance ought not to stand in the way of the erection of necessary 
school buildings. Sohool attendance was compulsory, and the provision of adequate 
accommodation -for scholars  and teachers ought' to be similarly compulsory. He would like 
to see pressure brought to bear upon Parliament and the •• Government to secure the full 
recognition of the national duty to the children; 
The Hon. J. G. W. Aitken said he hoped it would not lie long before Seatoun had a full 
school, taking all Standards up to the Sixth? He felt that the site, of the present school was not 
large enough. An area of an aero and a half did not provide adequate playing space for a 
suburban school. The headmaster of the Worser Bay School, 'Mv. Rountree, gave some 
particulars regarding the development of school accommodation in the district since the time 
when the first school was opened in a cottage in Worser Ray about twenty-one years ago. He 
mentioned that there were now 421 children oil the school rolls in the district, and the number 
was continuing to increase rapidly. . No fewer than 150 children had been added in the last 
two years. Mr. Rountree asked the parents to take a practical interest in the work of .the 
schools and in the improvement of the education system, on which the welfare of. their 
children depended to a large extent. 
Mr. W. Stevens, chairman of the Worser Bay School Committee, suggested that a-separate 
State fund 'should be established for the maintenance of education, in order that the schools 



might not be dependent on the annual vote of a minimum sum by Parliament. He handed Mr. 
Hanan a key of the school, suitably inscribed. 
The Minister, after declaring the school open, emphasised the importance of the educational 
system. 110 did not believe that any work could be more important than the training of the 
future citizens of New Zealand, and in! order that the training might give the best possible 
results there must, be co-operation between the educational, authorities and the parents. The 
community must not imagine that all of educating the children was done in the schools. A 
very important part was done in the homos, and the schools could hot achieve great results if 
they were not backed by earnest and intelligent parents. He was anxious to see in. New 
Zealand an intelligent and sober democracy. He wanted to see  better school work and more 
efficient teachers. ' The "Minister", of Education had a right to call upon parents to exercise 
discipline in the homes, to take an increased interest in the upbringing of their children. Ho 
had a right to ask that bad housing conditions and other factors that produced drunkards and 
criminals should be tackled in. an effective way. Environment played a great part in 
education, and good work done  in the schools could be undone outside them if the proper 
conditions were riot provided by the community as a whole. He would like to see all the 
people assisting to remove conditions that were inimical to the welfare of the young people of 
New Zealand.- Mr. Hanan congratulated the headmaster on the work that was being done in 
the - Worser Bay School and mentioned that he was concerned about the future of the 
teaching profession. The best brains of the country wore not entering the teaching profession 
to the extent required, and that was a serious matter from the point of view of the 
educationist. The children ought to have the very best instruction that could be given them, 
and in order , that they might receive that there must be continuous row of bright young men 
into the teaching profession. He did not believe that the schools could be conducted with full 
effectiveness without' the masculine touch in the teaching 
Mrs. Hanan, who was asked to declare the bazaar open, urged that women ought to take a 
larger share in the control of education. Their cooperation was_ required in order that the 
schools might reach full effectiveness. The men did their best, but they did not always see 
things from the point of view of the women. She  mentioned in illustration that the shelter 
shed at the new school had been placed the full width of the playground away from the 
school. This would mean that the children would have to face the weather unnecessarily 
when rain was falling. 
6th September 1918 Mr. Duncan, a returned soldier, is appointed master of the new Seatoun 
School. Mrs. Hanan (wife of the Minister for Education) remarked at the school opening 
yesterday on the good fortune of the school to have as head one who had learned the self-
sacrifice and other stern lessons of the soldier's career. 
6th September 1918 Teachers who drift from school to school were referred to by Mr. 
Rountree, head master, Worser Bay," at the opening of Seatoun School yesterday "They 
move from school to school, He  said, "because they want to get higher salaries. This was 
inimical to efficiency in the schools. We want to see that kind of tiling stopped," said Mr. 
Rountree. :'Of course, the teachers want, to get a higher salary; quite right—they deserve it. A 
teacher in a big school gets a higher salary. Why? We are always losing teachers from the 
smaller schools, .where the work is every bit as important, _ every bit as arduous. But 
teachers still keep- going from one school to another. This ought not to be." Therefore, he 



appealed to parents to help in this way by increasing the efficiency of the school. It was the 
parents' business 
11th September 1918 Temporary Appointment Worser Bay Mr S Duncan 
16th September 1918 A . MEETING of Householders and Parents will be held in the TOWN 
HALL, MIRAMAR, at 8 o'clock THIS -(MONDAY) EVENING, to discuss the question of 
School Accommodation in Miramar, and general matters. W. STEVEN, 
Chairman, Worser Bay School Committee.  
20th November 1918 Flu Epidemic start of article: Mr. W. W. Rowntree, 
headmaster, Worser Bay School, is now officer of the day in connection with 'work at 
Seatoun, and Mr. T. 0. Fox, Borough Engineer, is in charge of the whole district. The new 
telephone number is 2474. Mrs. McVicar is officer in charge at Miramar, where Mrs. Hanan 
(wife of the Minister of Education) is dispensing medicines.   
17th September 1918 Part of a longer article: MIRAMAR  SCHOOL   ACCOMMODATION 
Miramar householders met in the Town Hall last night to discuss the question of local school 
accommodation. The Education Board's announcement of its intention to acquire a school site 
in the vicinity of the City Boundary is viewed with some alarm by Miramar residents, who 
feel that if the board's proposal is intended to meet the requirements of the Miramar district 
some united action should be taken by parents concerned, to induce the board to abandon 
such an inadequate measure. Many prominent residents expressed their views and the whole 
subject of the district's needs, present and future, was keenly discussed. ……. 

1919-1920	
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Rountree William W C-28 Head £400.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Brown BA William B B-59 Assistant £310.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar McFarlane Olive V D-67 Assistant £255.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Duff Minnie C-78 Assistant £245.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Webb Alice H C-83 Assistant £195.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Ramsay Lily M D-93 Assistant £175.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Pettigrew Robina  C-95 Assistant £170.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Gilpin Martha E D-102 Assistant £165.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Smith Kathleen G C-97 Assistant £165.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Creagh Eileen C-108 Assistant £150.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Cronin Catherine  PT3 £65.00 
1919 201/127/361 Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar Oldfield Gladys  PT3 £65.00 

Lily M Ramsay 1913 to 1915  at Ballance school west of Pahiatua. 1917 at Te Ore Ore just 
east of Masterton 1919 at Worser Bay and 1921 to at least 1923 back in the Wairarapa at 
Fernridge School 
Martha E Gilpin  was a pupil teacher in 1912 at Roseneath and 1913 Kilbirnie. Then a gap 
when she presumably at training college ,  In 1917 and 1919 she was at one of the schools of 
Worser Bays before being in Johnsonville in 1921 
Kathleen G Smith only taught for the Wellington Education Board under the in 1917 and 
1919 under the Worser Bay administration. 
Eileen Creagh was teaching at Worser Bay in 1919 and at Ohairu in 1921 
Catherine Cronin  only taught for the one period pf time at the Worser Bay schools in 1919 



Gladys Oldfield taught at Worser Bay in 1919,  and Clyde Quay in 1921 both as pupil 
teacher. In 1923 she was at Mahupuka School between Martinborough and Carterton on the 
back road with 6 pupils 
 
22nd March 1919 john Burgess achieved greater than 62 ½ or greater in the JUNIOR national 
scholarship with 562 marks 
15th April 1919 WORSER BAY. The chief' event of interest in the past year of 
the Worser Bay School Committee's efforts was the opening of the new side school at 
Seatoun. "The patient and energetic labours of past committees," acknowledged the outgoing 
committee at the annual meeting last evening, .''have at length had their reward, and the new 
school is now an accomplished fact. The ladies carried out a very, successful bazaar in 
connection with the opening-, of. the school, £112 being raised for the purchase of a piano 
and other furnishings necessary. The school has proved a Boon to the children of the Seatoun 
portion of this district; the only regret is that it is not a full school, as in the meantime 
provision is only made for instruction up to- Standard IV. The incoming committee should 
seriously consider the advisability of urging upon the  Education Board the necessity of 
making the present side a main school. The Worser Bay School building, says the committee, 
is in just about the worst possible position for a school; the building is out of date, exposed to 
every wind that blows, .and placed in a position that is too much of. an' effort for small 
children to be  compelled to climb to twice  daily. The short-cut from the Methodist  
Church; Worser Bay, to the hill top is in 'our opinion dangerous, for children, and should be 
provided at any rate with a handrail. At the present time the Education Board is acquiring 
land at Miramar with the object of building a new main school, although to the mind of the 
residents of Miramar, who are well .able to judge the situation, the contemplated site is quite 
unsuitable. When erected this will really become the main school of the district, leaving the-
school on the hilltop small and comparatively inefficient. Should not steps be taken to have 
the status of the present site school raised? 
"The visitation of the epidemic caused, in common with the rest-of the Dominion, an absolute 
disorganisation of the school work during this year. The side school was commandeered by 
the Vigilance Committee, and in a few hours it was equipped  as an up-to-date little hospital. 
High praise was bestowed on the teaching staff for their splendid work in the district during 
this time.  
The school generally is in a very healthy condition. It commenced the year with a total on the 
roll of 409, and the present total is 419. Owing to the exceptionally wet winter, combined 
with a fair amount of sickness, the average attendance at that period was not so good. But the 
.returns presented in March show that the average present was 408  out of 419 on the roll, 
making 97.37 per cent." 
 The School Committer election resulted as follows:—Mr. S- M. Stone (chairman), Mrs. M. 
A. East, B.A. (secretary), Mr. Alex. P. Smith, treasurer; Messrs. C'. P. Bell, P. Latham, M. 
Manthel, H. Combe, and Mrs. McVickar .  
13th June 1919 Part of  a long article;  Mr. Clarke located the old Maori spring in 
the Worser Bay School playgrounds without having previously blown of-its existence. This 
spring was at one time a valued adjunct to a big fortified Maori pah on the' hill 
above Worser Bay, and in order, that the holders should not perish of thirst if besieged, the 



palisading was extended from the pah proper to the spring. Wells will be sunk at once to test 
the fidelity of Mr. Clarke's divinations. 
18th June 1919 Wellington Education Board: The Executive Committee recommended that 
the deputation representing the Worser Bay School Committee be informed that the board has 
definitely decided to proceed with the erection of a school at South Miramar but will also 
make representation in regard to the acquirement of a site to serve North and Central 
Miramar. In the meantime members of the executive would visit, The recommendation was 
adopted 
20th June 1919 Miramar Borough Council: Messrs. Latham and Mantell, representing 
the Worser Bay School Committee, waited on the council in respect to the running of the 
borough 'bus along the waterfront during, the winter months. The present time-table did not 
fit in with the convenience of the children. It was suggested by the deputation that the 'bus 
should run at 8.40 a.m., which would suit the convenience of the children, as well as adults.' 
—The Mayor promised that the matter would receive the favourable consideration of the 
council. 
22nd July 1919 CHILDREN'S DAY AT MIRAMAR A procession; headed by the Miramar 
Brass Band, marched from Miramar Avenue at 9.15 yesterday to Seatoun. The Miramar 
children,' numbering about 200, were conveyed by decorated motor-cars. The procession was 
met at the Seatoun tunnel by the Seatoun children and boys from Scots College and were 
marched in procession to the Seatoun School grounds. Each' child was presented with a flag. 
The effect of so many children each waving a flag was very pretty. A large number of 
resident: gathered at the school grounds, and when the children had taken up their position 
they all united in singing the National Anthem and "O God. Our Help." ………….. 
24th July 1919 The Concert Chamber of the Town Hall was well filled yesterday by fifth and 
sixth standard pupils of the Lyall Bay, Worser Bay, Marist Brothers, and St. Mark's Schools, 
who assembled to hear an address by Lieutenant-Colonel Charters, who has recently returned 
from the  war. Mr. Bakewell, Senior inspector, who presided, outlined the military career of 
Colonel Charters, emphasising the services he had rendered, the decorations he had won, and 
the readiness with which he wont to the front. Colonel Charters, who is also one of the 
Wellington school inspectors, spoke for an hour and a half in a most interesting manner, 
illustrating his remarks by means of diagrams, and showing also German helmet and gas 
mask, and how the latter was used……….. 
17th September 1919 Yesterday was a red-letter day in the history of Worser Bay School. A 
New Zealand ensign, donated by the Wellington Navy League, Was presented to/the pupils 
of the. school by Major- 0. A. Tennyson, Royal. Marines, through the courtesy of Viscount 
Jellicoe . A large number of children and parents assembled in the school on Seatoun 
Heights. The proceedings were presided over by Mr. E. Kellow, chairman of the School 
Committee. Other members of the committee present were: Mr. A. Smith, Mr. M. Manthel, - 
and Mr. P. Latham. The Navy League Executive was represented by Mrs. Bradney Williams, 
Captain Chudley, and Mr. Darroch (hon. sec) 
22nd October 1919 Miramar Borough Council: he Worser Bay School Committee  wrote, 
urging, the  council to push on with the boring operations for water on the Seatoun side of the 
school grounds, and: the council instructed the engineer to prepare a report on the matter. 



2nd December 1919 WORSER BAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE. TENDERS are invited by 
above Committee for asphalting 900 square yards (more or less) at the Seatoun Public School 
Specifications may be seen at the school.  
13th December 1919 A  successful bazaar in aid of the Worser Bay School was held in the 
main school on Thursday last, when the sale was opened by Mr R. A. Wright, M.P. The gross 
taking amounted to over £122. The. stallholders were : Plain stall, Mesdames Bell, 
Robertson, Murie, and Bethune; fancy stall, Mesdames Marshall, Clark, and Trueman; cake 
stall. Mesdames Park and Carey; produce, Mesdames H. A. Smith, Ramsden, Adams, and 
Kellow; jumble stall, Mesdames Ross and Lloyd; tea- rooms, Mesdames Rowntree, Duff, 
Black, Pycroft, Masters.. East, and Gerrie. The Christmas tree, bran tubs, and sweets were 
looked after by the staff, assisted by the elder pupils. 
4th February 1920 Navy League Membership a group based in schools  with 5145 member in 
the Wellington Province. Worser Bay School had 106 members 
5th February 1920 FOR SALE. WANTED to Sell, a well-built House on concrete 
foundations. The house, which commands a glorious view, contains six good rooms, with 
usual conveniences. Would consider leasing for term of years to an approved tenant. Apply to 
W. W. ROWNTREE, Seatoun Heights-road (near Worser Bay School). 
9th February 1920 Mr. W. W. Rowntree, who has been in charge of Worser Bay School for 
over 16 .years, will shortly 'leave Wellington to take up the position of headmaster of the 
Blenheim School. , Mr. Rowntree has been an active member of the Seatoun Presbyterian 
Church as elder and treasurer, and has identified- himself in other local affairs, and 
particularly during the influenza epidemic of 1918. 
12th February  1920 WORSER BAY SCHOOL. All ex-Pupils of the above School are  
invited to attend a Meeting at the Main School; on FRIDAY EVENING, at 8 o'clock, to 
arrange a farewell to Mr. Rowntree.  
18th February  1920 Miss C M Cronin pupil teacher resigns. Miss L M Ramsay assistant 
Worser Bay resigns. 
19th February 1920 Miss E M Madeley to a junior position Worser Bay School. 
6th March 1920 There was a representative gathering of residents' of Miramar at the Miramar 
Borough Council Chambers last evening, when Mr. W. W. -Rowntree was farewelled after a 
period of sixteen years as headmaster of the local schools. During the evening the Mayor 
(Mr. S. M. Stone), on behalf of the residents, presented the guest of the evening with, a well-
lined pocket wallet, and Mrs. Rowntree with a gold wristlet watch. In making the 
presentation he voiced the general regret of both parents and children that Mr. Rowntree was 
leaving, through promotion, for Blenheim. Mr. F. Black, on behalf of the Progressive 
Association, presented Mr., and Mrs. Rowntree with a handsome piece of' plate Messrs. A. D. 
Crawford and J. Brodie, as old residents of the district,, spoke of the genuine regret felt at the 
•departure of two who had worked so wholeheartedly for the general welfare of both schools 
and district. Mr. E. Kellow, the chairman of the School Committee, mentioned that when Mr. 
Rowntree took charge 16 years ago there was only a two-roomed schoolhouse at Worser Bay, 
one assistant, and eighty pupils. To give some idea of the change that has taken place in the 
district, he stated that' Mr. Rowntree was . leaving behind him three teaching places, eleven 
assistants, and over four hundred scholars. Mr. Rowntree suitably replied. 



10th March 1920 Miramar Borough It was decided/not to charge ex-pupils of the Worser Bay 
School for the use of the Town Hall on March 7, when Mr. W. W. Rowntree was farewelled 
18th March 1920 SEPARATE DISTRICT : APPROVED. At the meeting of the Education 
Board yesterday, the executive placed before the board a proposal from the Worser Bay 
School Committee for the establishment of a separate school district for Seatoun. The 
chairmen stated that the transference' of the headmaster of the school Seatoun was at present 
a side school to the Worser Bay School had removed one difficulty. In addition to the' new 
school at Seatoun. there would be later on a new main school provided at ' Miramar when the 
present school on the hill at Worser Bay might not be necessary. The committee, which had 
made the request, would carry on for both, in the meantime. The request was granted.. This 
will mean that Seatoun -will elect its own school committee next month. 
29th April 1920 Worser Bay :—Chairman, Mr. E. Kellow; secretary, Mrs. A. M. East; 
committee, Messrs. F. M. Stone, A. P. Smith, C. T. Bell, P. Nathan, N. Manthel, H. Coomb 
and Mrs. A. McVicar.  
30th April 1920 MIRAMAR. In the report of the Miramar Committee, it was stated that by 
letter and by deputation the committee placed the view of the householders on the question of 
site before the board. They adhered to their resolution to proceed first with the erection of 
a school, in Miramar South upon a four-acre block, but they recognised the claims of Central 
and Northern Miramar to the extent of purchasing a block of land on the Polo Ground. The 
decision of the board to make Seatoun a full school cannot take effect until the staff can be 
re-arranged. 
21st October 1920 Miss K G Smith Worser Bay resigned 
27th October 1920 The first of the Government houses at Miramar to be sold was taken 
possession of on Saturday last. This was the westernmost of that group of reinforced concrete 
houses, situated on Broadway wear the Miramar Gold Club's course, a few hundred yards 
away from the city boundary………. One of the. great advantages of possession of those 
houses in the near future would be the provision by the Education Board of an up-to-date 
brick school, which was already under course of construction on the block of land directly 
opposite the houses Broadway. Until that school was completed about the middle of next year 
he children would either have to attend he Worser Bay School at the top of the hill 
overlooking the bay mentioned, or the Maranui School, which was a mile away. 
3rd November 1920 Wellington Education Board: HEAD-TEACHERSHIPS: • Seatoun-£330 
to .£360 and £50 H.A. Worser Bay-£330 to £360 and £50 H.A. (N.B.—Both these head 
teacherships subject to the schools maintaining positions in Grade IV.) 
Worser Bay—,£200 to .£230 (Infant mistress). 
30th November 1920’ Seatoun head teacher  F Hempleman. Worser Bay Head Teacher Mr J 
S Webb: Worser Bay Infant Mistress Miss C King. Seatoun assistant Miss R Pettigrew. 
Worser Bay assistant  Miss R Roy 
17th December 1920 Mr. J. S. Webb, who has been promoted from first assistant at the 
Newtown School to the headmasters-hip of the Worser Bay School, will take up his new 
duties after the holidays. At yesterday's "breaking-up" ceremony at the Newtown, School 
several speakers made eulogistic reference to Mr. Webb's work during his connection with 
the school." 



17th December 1920 Mr. F. Hempleman, -who has been appointed headmaster of the Seatoun 
School, after occupying the position of first assistant at Brooklyn for many years, was 
entertained by the staff and committee of the latter school on Wednesday evening. During the 
evening he received tokens of esteem from his fellow-teachers arid the committee. 
 

1921-	1922	Worser	Bay/Miramar	
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Webb James S C Head £400.00 
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Pinder Constance M C Infant Mistress £270.00 
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Peart Elvina D Assistant £220.00 
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Potter Iris C C Assistant £190.00 
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Myers BA Margery B Assistant £190.00 
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Lacy Mabel K  Reliever £160.00 
1921 166/64 Worser Bay/Miramar Diaper Henry E  PT2 £95.00 

James S Webb started teaching for the Wellington Education Board in 1897 at Makomako 
West of Pahiatua as a sole charge teacher. From 1899 to 1907 he was at Pahiatua School. In 
1908 to 1917 he was head of the Tokomaru school north of  Levin before coming to 
Newtown school as an assistant and then teaching at Worser Bay  
3rd June 1932 Mr. J. S. Webb, headmaster 'of^ the Worser Bay School, who has served for 
43 ½ years in the teaching profession, retired on. superannuation this week. Starting as a 
pupil teacher at Lyttelton  in 1888, Mr. Webb successively filled positions at the following 
schools:— Christchurch. Normal, Wilson's Bay, Mako Mako, Pahiatua (where he- was first 
assistant for ten years), Tokomaru (headmaster for 11 years), Newtown School; (as first 
assistant for 18 months), and Worser Bay 11 years. A large gathering of members of the 
School Committee, Home and School Association, parents, ex pupils, and pupils attended the 
Worser Bay School to farewell Mr. and Mrs. Webb, who are held in the highest esteem in the 
district………………………….. 
Constance M Pinder started at Karori in 1914 until 1919 before coming to Worser Bay by 
1921. By 1929 she was Infant Mistress at Thames Central School 
Elvina (Elvira?) Peart  taught at Petone in 1919, Worser bay in 1921 and Karori in 1923 
Was teaching at Upper Hutt in 1929 
Iris C Potter taught at Worser Bay/Miramar in 1921 and by 1923 was at Te Aro. Was 
appointed to Worser Bay in 1939. 
Margery Myers BA only taught for the Wellington Education Board in 1921 though a 
Phoebe Myers BA taught at Hutt DHS for a long period up to 1921 at least 
Mabel K Lacy only taught as a reliever at Worser Bay in 1921 
Henry E Diaper only spent the one time teaching at Worser Bay in 1921 
14th January 1921 Junior National Scholarships May L Grimstone qualified 
11th February 1921 Wellington City Council admitted Seatoun School and Worser Bay to 
their library scheme 
16th February 1921 Wellington Education Board: The proposed school district boundaries at 
Seatoun, as drawn up by the Worser Bay School Committee, were accepted 
4th March 1921 Wellington Education Board:  Worser Bay (2nd Asst.), £200 to £230.  
 



5th April 1921 The erection of the Miramar School. building is now approaching the roofing 
stage. The out-buildings are in course of construction, and as soon as the windows still 
required for one section of the building come to hand the work will then go on very .rapidly. 
At present there are eleven men employed on the contract. 
19th April 1921 WORSER BAY. At the Worser Bay meeting specif.] references were made 
to the state of the sanitary services, and the following motion was carried unanimously:—| 
"That this meeting of householders regrets the lack of interest that the Education Board has 
shown, in not supplying the Worser Bay School with necessary sanitation and urges the 
incoming committee to use their best endeavours to get it undertaken as soon as possible." 
The annual report noted the change in the control of the schools in the district and paid a 
tribute to the enthusiasm and energy displayed by the acting-headmaster (Mr. W. B. Brown) 
under the difficult conditions which had ruled. The school reached a high standard, both in 
regard to indoor work and in the sports field. The roll number had increased to 245, and the 
average attendance was 223. A succession of minor epidemics had affected the health of the 
children.. The. new committee is as follows:—C. T. Bell (chairman), A. P. H. East 
(secretary), H. Coombe (treasurer), G. B. Day, A. A. Wilson, W. E. Tomlin, S. M. Stone, G. 
W. Houchen, and Mrs. A. McVicar  
23rd April 1921 Annie McVicar is a resident of Miramax, and she was a member of the 
Miramar Borough Council for many years. When the borough was amalgamated with the city 
she was chosen as one of three representatives of the Borough Council on the City Council. 
Miramar is not now entitled to special representation. Mrs. McVicar has been keenly 
interested in school matters and is a member of the Worser Bay School Committee. 
18th May 1921 The question of boundaries of school districts in the eastern suburbs, 
Roseneath, Hataitai, Kilbirnie, Maranui, and' Miramar was considered, but final decisions 
were deferred until the completion of the new Miramar -School. In regard to accommodation 
30th August 1921 The Minister for Education (the Hon. C. J. Parr) paid a visit of inspection 
to the new school at Miramar yesterday afternoon, being accompanied by the Mayor (Mr R. 
A. Wright, M.P.). “This school,” stated the Minister to a “Times” representative afterwards, 
“is to be one of the most modern type, with the latest, cross-ventilation and orientation, and 
will be a credit to the city. It will probably be from two to three months yet before it is 
completed.” 
21st September 1921 R Roy resigned from Worser Bay. [Rubina Roy taught at Wadestown 
1913 to 1915 and in 1919 was at South Wellington. 
14th December 1921 A resolution had been adopted by the Wellington Education Board to 
restrict the use of the new school at South Miramar, as far as may be necessary, for children 
of the district. It was decided this morning that the school, which is to be opened in February, 
is to be named the South Miramar School. The headmaster is being instructed that admission 
is to be restricted in the first instant to those resident in the district, and that if there is room 
for others outside the district it is to be clearly understood that the admission of these latter is 
provisional only, and that if later other children resident within the district require admission, 
those from outside the district may be required to withdraw and enter the school which serve* 
their district. 
22nd December 1921 The "breaking-up" ceremony at Worser Bay was of a particularly 
pleasing character. The girls of the upper classes had organised during the year as a social 



committee. Money raised at functions arranged by them was devoted to providing prizes for 
swimming and a Christmas tree for the little ones. 
Members of the School Committee took the opportunity to express pleasure at the success of 
Mr. J. S. Webb's work in and out of school during the past year, and the elder girls showed 
their appreciation by presenting him with a pocketbook. In Standard VI. there were no 
failures. Sixteen pupils gained proficiency and three endorsed competency certificates. 
The following received proficiency certificates.—Constance Anderson, Leslie Charman, 
David Clark, Alfred Clarke, Laurie Davies, Percy Fraser, Edith Handley, Winifred Horsfall, 
Jean Hunter, Leonard Parsons, Thomas Phillips, Florence Robinson, Constance Rouse, John 
Seacombe, Gwen Norton-Taylor, Alfred Wilson. Endorsed competency.— Denys Aitken, 
George Barclay, Nimie Corbett. David Clark was the dux of the school. 
The gathering closed with three cheers for the staff and the singing of the National Anthem. 
23rd February 1922 . Mr T. Forsyth, (chairman of the Wellington Education Board) quoted 
some interesting facts and figures yesterday in the course of his speech "the opening of the 
new school at Miramar South. The educational development .of the eastern area of 
Wellington was, he said, of great interest. The first board school of one room only, was 
opened at Kilbirnie in 1883. Additions of two rooms were made before 1900. In 1897 a 
school of one room was opened at Worser Bay* but to-day the following represented the 
accommodation and attendance. The date of the opening of each school is 
SHORTAGE OF ACCOMMODATION. In 1900 added Mr Forsyth) the only schools opened 
-were Kilbirnie (3 class rooms) and. Worser Bay (1 class-room) To-day there were required 
37 class-rooms in six schools to accommodate the children of the eastern area. The total 
accommodation thus provided was for on average attendance, at 12 sq. ft. per child, of 1899 
children. The enrolment to-day was 2057. which should give an average of about 1950.. 
Notwithstanding the present additional provision, there was a shortage of accommodation at 
Seatoun and at Lyall Bay, at each of which we had an overflow hall engaged. The growth of 
numbers might be strikingly shown as follows:  
1904 335  
1912  906  
1922 2087  
The provision at South Miramar was for an average of 320, and the enrolment was 307. A 
splendid site had been provided of over 4 ½  acres, at & cost of .£3950, and the Government 
grant for the school amounted to .£16,620. Built at & time,-of inflated prices, of course, the 
cost was very high in proportion to the accommodation, but the figures he had quoted showed 
the urgent necessity for proceeding with the work, and the rapidity of increases of population 
would compel the board to make further provision at an early date. One had only to see the 
number of cottages in course of erection to realise that before long we would have to enlarge 
that school, and possibly begin to build a school at North Miramar. A further school would be 
required for the children- between Miramar and Lyall Bay, and the board was asking the 
Government to acquire a site for it: He hoped that the new school would fulfil all their 
expectations. 
 
 



  No of Provision Roll No 
School Opened Classrooms For 1922 

Kilbirnie 1883 9 412 413 
Worser Bay 1897 4 209 161 
Lyall Bay 1909 11 586 703 
Hataitai 1916 4 156 218 
Seatoun 1918 3 156 218 

South Miramar 1922 6 320 304 

     
Total  37 1899 2087 

19th April 1922 School Committee Worser Bay.—Messrs: C. T. Bell, F. M. Stone; H. 
Coombe, G. W. Houchen, A. A. Wilson, W. E. Tomlin, G. Harrison, C. P.. Kent, and 
Sergeant-Major Gallagher 
26th April 1922 At the annual meeting at. Worser Bay householders .Mr. S. Stone occupied 
the chair. The annual report showed, a splendid result. Something of a record was put up in 
the Sixth Standard, inasmuch an all gained proficiency certificated except two, who gained 
endorsed competency certificates. During the year the school Soccer team carried off the 
honours, this being for the second time in succession. The balance-sheet showed a credit 
balance  of £59 2s 8d for the year. Votes of thanks were tendered, to Mrs. McVicar, who is 
leaving the district ; also to Mrs. East and Mr G Day, who are going on the Miramar South 
Committee. _ Mrs. East (the Secretary) was complimented on the painstaking manner in 
which' she had carried out the secretarial duties for the past three years. 
18th October 1922 Wellington Education Board: he Department' advised that . South 
Miramar School could not be increased in size. The chairman said the Worser Bay School, in 
the same district, was not full, and the district had to wait till it was before increased' 
accommodation could be. provided at _Miramar 
19th December 1922 The children "of the upper standards of the Worser Bay School held a 
breaking-up social in the Miramar Town Hall on Monday night. A number of parents and old 
pupils were present. Opportunity was taken during the evening to present the headmaster, Mr. 
Webb, with a fountain pen. The function proving a success financially, it was decided to give 
the infants and lower standards a Christmas tree at the breaking-up ceremony.. During the 
afternoon each of the assistants was presented with a book by the senior scholars. About 
thirty good attendance certificates were also. presented by the chairman, Mr. O. T. Bell. 
Jeffrey Warring was awarded the dux's prize; and the following received certificates: . 
Proficiency.—'Douglas Bell, John Corrick, Jack Doyland,' Charles Houchen, George Piunti, 
Cuthbert Steel, Maurice Sheehy, Jeffrey Warring, Roy Nesus, Beatrice Gregory, Norrie May, 
Phyllis Tomlin. Endorsed Competency.'—Albert Horsfall, Hugh Hunter, Alan Wilson, Olive 
Richards. 
 

1921-1922	Seatoun	
1921 189 Seatoun Anderson Bonifadus C Head £400.00 
1921 189 Seatoun Webb Alice H C Infant Mistress £250.00 
1921 189 Seatoun Thompson Laura E C Assistant £240.00 



1921 189 Seatoun Gilpin Annie S C Assistant £220.00 
1921 189 Seatoun Wilson Jessie  PT2 £120.00 

Bonifacius (Also listed as Bonafadus) Anderson  In 1917 was at Normal/Model School and 
from 1921 to at least 1923 was headmaster of the new Seatoun School 
Alice H Webb  started her career in 1912 at Petone DHS in 1912 until 1915 In 1917 to at 
least 1923  she was at the Seatoun School 
Laura E Thompson was a pupil teacher at Kilbirnie in 1908 and Petone DHS in 1909. She 
then had 2 years at training college before teaching at Pahautanui in 1912-13 Epuni 1914-
1917. In 1919 she was at Mount Cook boys’ and by 1921 to at least 1923 she was at Seatoun. 
Annie S Gilpin was a pupil teacher at South Wellington  in 1911 and 1912, Went to training 
College in 1913 and 14, Was at Maranui in 1915 to at least 1917. In 1919 was at Lyall bay 
and by 1921 to at least 1923 was at Seatoun. 
Jessie Wilson only taught as a pupil teacher in 1921 for the Wellington Education Board 
10th March 1920  Education is receiving full consideration in the borough. The Educational 
Department has secured a large site- in Miramar South, at the Junction, on which the early 
erection of a school is in hand; also a site at Miramar North on the old Polo Ground. Seatoun 
School, only recently opened, is to be extended and made a full school. Scots' College has 
added to its lands by purchasing the sections on its tramway frontage. The Roman Catholic 
authorities have recently purchased 100 acres of land, including the Chinamen's Gardens, on 
the south of the Seatoun tramway line, and plans for the laying out of their extensive grounds 
are being prepared. It is proposed to build a great college on this property. Already extensive 
additions of land have been made to ' the convent property, .\ 
18th March 1920 At the meeting of the Education Board yesterday, the executive placed 
before the board a proposal from the Worser Bay School Committee for  the establishment of 
a separate school district for Seatoun. The chairman stated that the transference' of the 
headmaster of the school (Seatoun was at present. a side school to the Worser Bay School) 
had removed one difficulty. In addition to the' • new school at Seatoun. there would be 1 later 
on a new main school provided at ' Miramar when the present school on the hill at Worser 
Bay might not' be necessary. The committee, which had made the request, would carry on for 
both, in the meantime. The request was granted.. This will mean that Seatoun -will elect its 
own school committee next month. 
1st December  1920 Wellington Education Board Seatoun Head Teacher Mr F Hempleman 
Seatoun [ Mr Hempleman was teaching at Marton School in 1924.]Infant Mistress Miss A 
Webb…Seatoun assistant Miss R Pettigrew  
17th December 1920 Mr. F. Hempleman, -who has been appointed headmaster of 
the Seatoun School, after occupying the position of first assistant at Brooklyn for many years, 
was entertained by the staff and committee of the latter school on Wednesday evening. 
During the evening he received tokens of esteem from his fellow-teachers and the committee.  
21st April 1921  The retiring committee's report congratulated the acting-headmaster (Mr. W. 
B. Brown) on his success in conducting the three schools in the district— Worser Bay, 
Seatoun, and Miramar— prior to the creation of the Worser Bay and Seatoun as separate full 
schools. This took effect at the beginning of the year. Arrangements had to .be made at 
Seatoun to rent the  Presbyterian Church to provide extra accommodation, but it was hoped 
that an extension of the Seatoun School could be carried out before  long. Urgent 



representations had been made to the Education Board to have this ,necessary improvement 
effected as early as possible 
30th March 1922 The children of Seatoun Public School contributed the sum of 15s  to the 
Free Kindergarten. An appeal by Mr. Anderson, headmaster, that the children should bring a 
penny each realised the total, which the .committee greatly appreciated. 
19th April 1922 School Committee: Seatoun. —Messrs. E. Kellow, P. Watson, P. Latham, H. 
Boon, Hewitt, B. Staff. One required. 
26th April 1922 At the Anzac Day service held at the Seatoun School yesterday morning the 
prayers were given by the Rev. Page, of the Anglican Church, and the Scripture reading by 
the Rev. Inglis (Presbyterian). Brief addresses wore given by Mr P. S. Latham and Lieut. R. 
E. Bennett. The pupils sang “They whose course on earth is o’er,” and the gathering 
concluded with the National Anthem. 

26th April 1922 There was a moderate, attendance at the first annual meeting of householders 
of the Seatoun School. Mr E. Kellow, chairman of the retiring committee, presiding. The 
annual report* which was adopted* stated that the school was formerly a side school under 
the jurisdiction of the Worser Bay school committee. The Education Board had divided the 
boundaries and had raised the school to the status of a main school. Events had shown that 
the course adopted had been in the best interests of the pupils. During the cold weather the 
committee had supplied the children living at a distance with hot drinks during* the lunch 
hour. A considerable amount of asphalting had been done in the grounds sufficient to allow 
for two tennis courts. The scholars also made good use of the courts for baseball. 
Unfortunately the work had .cost a good deal more than was originally intended, with the 
result that the year concluded with very little to come and go upon. It would be necessary to 
provide nets and accessories, but the question  of raising funds for the purpose must be left in 
the hands of the incoming committee. Swimming had been encouraged in the school as much 
as possible. and several certificates had been awarded. At the annual examination fifteen 
pupils gained ’proficiency  certificates, two endorsed competency, and two competency 
which was considered very satisfactory. 

Resolutions were carried urging upon the Government the necessity of providing free school 
books: the limitation of the size of classes under one teacher to not more than forty pupils* 
and the importance of not stinting the funds for education 
6th June 1922 The Minister for Education will attend the flag raising ceremony at 
the Seatoun State School this afternoon. 
12th December 1922 The following are the successful pupils of Standard VI. at 
the Seatoun School :— Dux: Keith Anderson. Proficiency Certificates : Keith Anderson, Ken 
Brodie, John Kellow, Eric Newton, Dudley, Pilcher, Colin Smith, Keith Staff, Sam Symons, 
Louie Fuller, Mary Fraser, , Mabel Knudsen, Gladys Miller, Nancy Murie Marjorie Smith, 
Joan Watson, Kathleen Watson. 
18th December 1922 The headmaster of Seatoun School reported during the breaking-up 
ceremony last week that the experiment with the "Dalton plan" [Promoted by the Wellington 
Training College  in which the school book is largely discarded in favour of a system of 
instruction by demonstration. The work is largely experimental, and, consequently, frequent 



changes have to be made as new ideas and improvements are formulated had proved entirely 
successful, and that next year the plan would be extended.] 
 At the proficiency examination every pupil in Standard VI. had gained the proficiency 
certificate, and at the annual examination of the^ remainder of the school only four 'pupils 
failed to qualify for promotion. 

1923	Worser	Bay		
1923 164 Worser Bay Webb James S C-88 Head £395.00 
1923 164 Worser Bay Pinder Constance M C158 Infant Mistress £253.00 
1923 164 Worser Bay Pigou Agnes M B-180 Assistant £205.00 
1923 164 Worser Bay Butler Daisy E Mrs D Reliever £145.00 
1923 164 Worser Bay Palmer Eric I  PT1  

James S Webb [Note there was also a James C Webb who worked for the Wellington 
Education Board during the same period] James C started for the Wellington Education 
Board in 1897 at Makomako [West of Pahiatua] in 1897. By 1899 to 1907 he was an assistant 
at Pahiatua. Followed in 1908-1917 as head master of Tokomaru north of Levin In 1919 he 
was at the Newtown School as an assistant and by 1921 to at least 1923 was headmaster at 
Worser Bay 
3rd June 1932 Mr. J. S. Webb, headmaster 'of^ the Worser Bay School, who has 
served for 43 1/2 years in the teaching profession, retired on. superannuation  this 
week. Starting as  a pupil teacher at Lyttelton in 1888, Mr. Webb successively filled 
positions at the following schools:— Christchurch. Normal, Wilson's Bay, Makomako  
, Pahiatua (where he- was first assistant for ten years), Tokomaru (headmaster for 
11 years), Newton School; (as first assistant for 18 months), and Worser Bay 11} 
years. f A large gathering of members of the School Committee, Home and School 
Association, parents, Ex Pupils, and pupils attended the Worser Bay School to 
farewell Mr. and Mrs. Webb, who are held in the highest esteem in the district. 
Mr. A. V. Lindsay, chairman of the School Committee, presided and referred to the 
high standard that had been attained in the  school during the period it has been 
under Mr. Webb 's control. , 
Mr. G. Robson, president of the Home and School Association, said that the good 
work Mr. Webb had carried, out in instilling in the minds of the young the principles of 
right thinking and acting would remain with the boys and girls who had passed 
through his hands as, a lasting testimony to his teaching, and would be even more 
appreciated as the years passed. ' •"' Numerous presents, including a travelling rug 
from the children and other handsome gifts, were presented to Mr. Webb and 
Mrs. Webb, whilst Mrs. Webb was also the recipient of a beautiful bouquet.  
Misses Inder and McKittrick, members of the present Worser Bay School staff, and 
Miss Tuely, a former teacher, all spoke eulogistically of Mr. Webb. Mr. J. E. P. Perry, 
who also spoke, referred, to the great interest that Mr. Webb had always taken in the 
school Sports and the enthusiasm that he had put into his work. 
In replying Mr. Webb thanked those present for the very kind and appreciative 
remark* that had been made and the handsome. gifts presented "to Mrs. Webb and 
himself. Any success that he had achieved at Worser Bay was largely due to the 



work of his assistants, who had always co-operated with him m every possible way. 
Amongst those ', present were a number of ex-pupils of Mr. Webb's, including two 
who had been taught by him at Pahiatua in 1899 and 1908. 
Mr. and Mrs. Webb were later entertained at afternoon tea. 
Constance M Pinder started as an assistant female at Karori in 194 to 1919. By 1921 she was 
at Worser Bay until at least 1923  In 1929 appointed infant mistress at Thames Central. 
Agnes M Pigou taught at Blenheim in 1919  Clyde Quay in 1921 and Worser Bay in 1923. 
Appointed to Lyall Bay in December 1924 
Mrs Daisy E Butler only taught for the Wellington Education Board as a reliever in 1923. 
1920/2727 Daisy Eileen Elley Charles Frederick Butler 

In 1919 was teaching at Makauri [West of Gisborne for the Hawkes Bay Education Board. 
Eric I Palmer Pupil Teacher 1 in 1923  
 
29th January 1923 Miramar South  A dental clinic will soon be a permanent institution in the 
school., Worser Bay and Seatoun schools will also use the clinic. This will help to pay the 
cost of upkeep. 
26th April 1923. RSA provided Mr Doughty to speak at Worser Bay School for Anzac day. 
1st May 1923 School Committee: The meeting of householders at. Worser Bay was the 
largest for some years. The School Committee for • the ensuing year was elected as 
follows:—Messrs. H. Coombe (chairman), A. Bark (secretary), B. .M. Stone (treasurer), A. 
Lindsay, T. F. Robertson, C. H.. Gallagher, and H. T. Payne. 
30th August 1923 Mr. W W, Rountree, formerly headmaster of the Worser Bay School, and 
for three and a half.-years past headmaster of the Blenheim School, has been appointed 
headmaster of the Richmond School, Christchurch. 
21st December 1923 Proficiency: Gordon Clark, Claude Mann, Kenneth Ramsden, Louie 
Hicks, Eileen Love, Marjorie Lowe, Frances McAlpine, Phyllis Mann. Competency : 
Archibald Earsman, Arthur Lloyd, Alison Handley. Winners of Dux prizes • Boys, Cecil 
Clark; girls, Francis McAlpine.  

1923	Miramar	South	
1923 386 Miramar South Reid John B Head £455.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Messenger Ernestina R G C-126 Infant Mistress £333.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Scott Mary (iii) C-120 Assistant £303.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Whitcombe Minnie A D-126 Assistant £293.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Cooper Ethel R D-136 Assistant £263.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Nelson Hannah C D-170 Assistant £225.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Battersby Rose I C-210 Assistant £175.00 
1923 386 Miramar South McKenzie Isabella M C-215 Assistant £175.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Braggins Isa N  Probationer 2 £108.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Harris Thomas C C  PT1 £88.00 
1923 386 Miramar South Clark Olive M D  PT1 £83.00 

29th January 1923 At the opening of the Miramar South school tennis courts on Saturday it 
was stated that no school committee in the Wellington area had worked harder than the 
Miramar South school body. •It is the intention of the committee to have .erected shortly in 



the playgrounds a chute, parallel bars, basketball [9 aside netball] pitch, sandpit, paddling 
pool, see-saws, and many other novel arrangements for the amusement of the children. A 
dental clinic will soon be a permanent institution in the school., Worser Bay and Seatoun 
schools will also use the clinic. This will help to pay the cost of upkeep. 
30th April 1920 MIRAMAR. .• In the report of the Miramar Committee, it was stated that by 
letter and by deputation the committee placed the view of the householders on the question of 
site before the board. They adhered to their resolution to proceed first with the erection of a 
school, in Miramar South upon a four-acre block, but they recognised the claims of Central 
and Northern Miramar to the extent of purchasing a block of land on the Polo Ground. The 
decision of the board to make Seatoun a full school cannot take effect until the staff can be 
re-arranged 
23rd February 1922 Children in the Miramar South district have been provided with a very 
fine school—commodious, airy, and with a generous playing area. . It is situated just off the 
main road, on a fine piece of fiat land, and when the necessary improvements have been 
carried out it should rank as one of the most up-to-date institutions in the city. Wide corridors 
and large rooms, well lighted, are a feature of the building, which has the appearance of 
having been very solidly constructed, and everything has been done to promote the comfort 
of scholars and teachers alike. There are at present 307 pupils on the books of the school and 
judging by their faces at the opening ceremony yesterday afternoon they are a very happy and 
contented lot. 
The opening ceremony was carried out by the Minister of Education (Hon. C. J. Parr), and 
there were also present: The Mayor and member for the district (Mr. E. A. Wright, M.P.), , 
Mr. J. Caughley (Director of Education), Mr. J. H. Howell (Director of the Wellington 
Technical College), Mr. T. Forsyth (chairman of the Wellington Education Board), Mr. G. L. 
Stewart (secretary of the board), and numerous others interested in educational matters. There 
was a fair attendance of parents of the pupils. 
Mr. Forsyth, after extending a welcome to the Minister and expressing his pleasure at seeing 
the school an accomplished fact, referred to the extraordinary growth of the district in recent 
years. He quoted figures showing the educational facilities for children living in the eastern 
part of Wellington at present. These gave the following information: — Kilbirnie School 
(established 1883): No. of classrooms, 9; average attendance provided for, 412; present 
attendance, 413. Worser Bay (1897):.4; 209; 161. Lyall Bay (1909): 11; 586; 703. Hataitai 
(1916): 4; 216-288. Seatoun (1918): 3; 156; 218/ .South Miramar (1922): 6; 320; 304. Totals: 
Classrooms, 37; average attendance, 1899; rolls, 2087. The Government, continued Mr. 
Forsyth , had made a grant of £16,620 towards the cost of the school, which had proved very 
expensive on account of the inflated prices ruling at present. One had only to look round and 
see the number of new cottages going up in the district to realise that In a short time they 
would have to enlarge the school, and possibly build another new school to accommodate the 
children in the North Miramar district. 
. The Minister, in declaring the school open, congratulated the people, of the district on  
having acquired such a fine building. He proceeded to refer to the high cost. of building at 
present. His remarks on this subject were published in yesterday's Post. 
The Mayor also  briefly addressed the gathering, dwelling mainly on the marked, progress  
that had been made  in the suburbs of Wellington. He congratulated the Minister on the very 
keen interest he had shown in educational matters and said that he hoped that when more 
money was available for educational purposes Mr. Parr would still be in office. 
The proceedings closed with cheers for the Minister and Mrs. Parr. 



4th April 1922 In the case of the new South Miramar school, however, which has at present 
no school committee, the nominations are to be sent to Mr' C. T. Bell, chairman of 
the Worser Bay school committee. 
26th April 1922 The first meeting of householders of the new Miramar South School was 
very largely attended, and the chairman (Mr. C. T. Bell), with fourteen years' experience 
behind him, congratulated the district on the largest attendance he has ever seen at a 
householders' meeting. The attendance, on the opening day of the school was 297, and it had 
now reached 325, with a school accommodation of 320. Within six months the overcrowding 
menace was coming into evidence, and with a ; rapidly-growing district, the other wing 
provided for was already a necessity. A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the Worser Bay 
School Committee for its services and assistance. • 
Sixteen candidates were nominated for the committee, and the following nine elected: H. J. 
Liardet, R. McKeen, W. Wiles, Mrs. A. M. East, G. A. Minnifie, George Day, A. D. Aitken, 
H. Olifent, and A. J. Ross. At a subsequent meeting of the new committee, Mr. Robert 
McKeen was elected chairman, Mrs. A. M. East, B.A. (secretary), Mr. W. Wiles (treasurer), 
and Mr, A. D. Aitken (publicity reporter);. The committee commenced work the following 
day with a survey of the grounds, with a view to preparing plans for .improvement. 
26th April 1922 MIRAMAR SOUTH. A SERIES "of PROTESTS. The first meeting of 
householders of the new’ Miramar South school had the largest attendance seen at a 
householders meeting for many years. Mr C. T. Bell was in the chair and explained that he 
was there as chairman of the Worser Bay. School Committee, who had up till now had charge 
of the new school's affairs. The attendance on the opening day was 297 and it had now 
reached 325, with a school accommodation of 320. A total sum of £46 14s 9d was handed 
over to the new. committee as a nucleus for present wants. The election of the school 
committee resulted in the following being elected H. J. Liardet, R. McKeen, W. Wiles, Mrs 
A. M. East, G. A. Minnifie, Geo. Day, A. D. Aitken, H. Olifant, and A. J. Ross.  
A remit from the School Committees Association urging the Government to amend the 
Education Act to compel all children living within a specified school district to attend their 
own school was rejected. (Another :remit asking the Government to provide free school 
books and instructing the incoming committee to prosecute the matter with all vigour was 
carried unanimously. Other resolutions were carried(l) Objecting to the abolition of 
Education Boards, and the centralisation of education by the Education Department, and 
urging that before any alteration- takes place in the present system, the Minister be requested 
to submit any proposed alteration to school committees for their approval and endorsement; 
(2) that and fundamental .change in the present system of primary and secondary education 
should also be submitted for approval and endorsement; and (3) that this meeting views with 
strong suspicion any attempt by the Minister* or his experts’ to introduce any alteration, that 
will tend to exclude the children of parents of moderate means from full access to and 
enjoyment of the present system of secondary education. They feel that any fault in the 
present system lies in the primary schools, where over-crowding , large classes, and 
understaffing is rampant, and calls upon, the Minister to remedy these evils before attempting 
innovations' Mr W. Smith, the new headmaster, was introduced to the meeting, and 
exchanged a few words of greeting. At a subsequent meeting of the new committee, Mr 
Robert McKeen was elected chairman, Mrs A: East, B.A., secretary, Mr W. Wiles treasurer, 
and Mr A. D. Aitken publicity reporter. REMEMBERING ANZAC DAY. The committee 



also attended at 9 o'clock on Anzac Day, when the scholars, under Mr Smith, paid fitting 
tribute to our glorious dead, and Mr Galloway, of the Returned Soldiers' Association, made a 
thoughtful little speech:'' A careful survey of the school and grounds was made by the 
committee and teachers.  
5th October 1923 FAREWELL TO HEADMASTER. To have won, in the short' space" of' 
eighteen: months, the respect and admiration of the parents and children.in his school -
district, is the happy lot of Mr. W. Smith, headmaster of the Miramar South School, who, 
with Mrs. Smith, leaves shortly for Waihi to take up new duties there. To signify "their' 
appreciation of Mr. Smith's work for the children, parents from all over the Miramar and 
adjoining areas gathered at the main school last evening," and, with happy speeches and 
sociability, endeavoured to make the parting a memorable one for Mr. Smith. Mr. R. 
McKeen, M.P for Wellington South presided, and, in bidding farewell to the guests of 
honour, paid a high tribute to the manner in which Mr. Smith had tackled the organisation of 
the school, when, it was in its infancy, and had "made good-" He was now recognised as part 
and parcel of the school system, but, unfortunately, just when he was being fully appreciated, 
he was forced to transfer to another school in order to' gain promotion. This, contended Mr. 
McKeen, was not right. Transfer of teachers disorganised the school system and disorganised 
the children's work. Parents should cooperate with the school committees and the teachers in 
endeavouring to bring about a better method of improving the .lot of the teachers. Annual 
increments might meet the situation. Mr. McKeen regretted the departure of Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith, and as a token of the esteem in which they were held presented Mr. Smith with a gold 
mounted fountain pen, suitably inscribed, and Mrs. Smith with a. handbag, also with an 
appropriate inscription. The speaker also congratulated Miss E. R. G. Messenger on her work 
m the past, which qualified her to hold the position of head teacher of the school until a 
permanent headmaster arrived. 
Members of the school committee, .Mr. Anderson (headmaster of the Seatoun School), Mr. 
Eyres (secretary of the Newtown School Committee), and others referred in the highest terms 
to the departing headmaster's efficiency in his profession and remarked on the great progress 
which had been made since the school opened in the standard of teaching.  
Miss Messenger briefly thanked the speakers for their' references to her work. Mr. Smith, in 
replying, said that any progress which had been made in the school was due in great part to 
the work of the teachers under him. They were always willing to help him in any 
improvement, and he would leave the district_ with the pleasantest recollections on his stay 
there. He greatly regretted having to leave it, but it was imperative if he was to gain 
promotion. " The parents and children had treated him wonderfully. -Dancing, and musical- 
items, contributed by Mrs. Scott-Allen, Messrs. B. Mayall and Wilkinson, ensured the 
success of a very pleasant evening. Yesterday morning the school children gathered in the 
playground and presented a leather suit case and a case of spoons to Mr and Mrs. Smith 
respectively, Miss Messenger making- the presentation. " 
 
 
 



1923	Seatoun	
1923 189 Seatoun Anderson Bonifacius C-78 Head £405.00 
1923 189 Seatoun Webb Alice H C-149 Infant Mistress £263.00 
1923 189 Seatoun Thompson Laura E C-173 Assistant £243.00 
1923 189 Seatoun Gilpin Ann S C-173 Assistant £225.00 
1923 189 Seatoun Elder Annette M  PT2 £78.00 

25th January 1923 Wellington Education Board Urgent Work: 11th Seatoun Addition. 
29th January 1923 Miramar school dental clinic: Worser Bay and Seatoun schools will also 
use the clinic. This will help to pay the cost of upkeep. 
27th February 1923 The new Roman Catholic School at Seatoun was opened by Archbishop 
O’Shea on Sunday in the presence of a large congregation.  
9th March 1923 The [Wellington] City Council granted last night the request of the 
Education Board for a concession to pupils of the Seatoun School who attend Mt. Cook 
centre one day in the week. [Manual Training] 
26th April 1923 RSA sent Mr Hewitt to Worser Bay School for their Anzac Service. 
1st May 1923 No election was necessary at Seatoun, as there were only seven nominations; 
the nominees were duly elected — Messrs. H. C. Bristow, B. F. Gardiner, W. H. Hewitt, J. C. 
Murray, P. A. F. Watson, C. Webb, and H. Yeoman. The annual report of the outgoing 
committee, which was presented at last night's meeting and duly adopted, stated that a bazaar 
was held in the Masonic j Hall in October, for the object of raising funds for school 
improvements and requirements, and the very gratifying net result of £85 3s 4d was raised. 
During the year an Old Pupils Tennis Club had been formed, and it was hoped that full use 
would be made of the courts. The committee was pleased to report that all pupils in the 
school who sat for the examination gained their proficiency, and that the annual examination 
conducted by the headmaster was particularly successful. The opinion was expressed that the 
land on the sea front should be obtained for the school, but the committee had been unable to 
induce the Government to purchase at present. However, the Education Board was in full 
sympathy with the project, and this matter was commended to the incoming committee for 
their earnest consideration. 
9th May 1923 At a well-attended meeting held at Seatoun School this week, it was 
unanimously decided to start a boys' club, under the supervision of the school committee, 
who believe it will fill a long felt want in the district. 
Its purpose is to provide amusement, physical exercise,' and educational help to the boys. 
Ping pong, quoits, dominoes, draughts, chess, bull-board, boxing, skipping, gymnastics, 
debates, lectures, readings, etc., have been suggested, and a beginning will be made with 
some of these. 
An appeal has been made to the residents of Seatoun and district to help with finance, advice, 
and where possible personal assistance. The club has arranged to meet every Friday, starting 
11th May, at 7.30 p.m., at the school. 
Officers for the first year are as follow :—Patron, Mr. A. Smith; president, Mr. W. H. Hewitt; 
vice-presidents, Messrs. B. Anderson, E. Kellow, R. Jack, H. C. Bristow, B. F. Gardiner, J. C. 
Murray, P. A. F. Watson, C. Webb, H." Yeoman, J. Brodie, A. W. Parton, W. Murie, F. Hunt, 
P. Myers, H. J. Wyatt, Captain Chudleigh; committee, Messrs. A. Henderson (chairman), J. 



Wyatt, M. Luxford, K. Brodie, V. Hoist, T. Hull; treasurer, Mr. H. C. Bristow; club captain, 
Mr. R. P. Kennedy; vice-captain, Mr. J. Wyatt; secretary, Mr. Astley. 
30th July 1923 A bazaar and concert conducted at Seatoun on Saturday resulted in the sum of 
£70 being raised towards the-, funds of the Seatoun School. The bazaar was held in the 
Masonic Hall in the afternoon, the decorations being largely carried out with bunting lent by 
Captain Chudley., The stalls were fully supplied, and those in charge did good business. They 
were Mesdames Parton,' Watson, Bristow, Anderson, Grimshaw, Valintine, Keir, Page, Bock, 
Kellow, Collins, Lewis. Yeoman, and Gibson, Misses Webb', Thompson, Gilpin, Wyatt, 
Webley, and old girls, and Messrs. Gardiner, Bristow, Webb, Yeoman, , Bock, Murray, 
Anderson, and old boys. Mrs. Plumridge conducted character reading, and Mr. Denton was in 
charge of sideshows. In the evening-, when the concert was held, the hall was crowded. Mr. 
B.. Anderson was stage manager. The school pupils gave songs, dialogues, and drill displays. 
Others who contributed to an excellent entertainment were: Miss Gilpin, songs; Misses 
Geoffrey and Reid, elocutionary items; Mrs. Ayson,. pianoforte solo; Mr. Pringle, violin solo. 
The accompanists were Mesdames Bethune and Yeoman, and Miss Gilpin. After the concert 
Mr. Gardiner, on behalf of the school, thanked those who had worked to make the effort such 
a success, the, school children, and the people for their generous attendance and 
contributions. ' 
12th October 1923 At a well-attended meeting held in the Seatoun School it was decided to 
inaugurate a tennis club, under' the auspices of the Seatoun School Committee. The chairman 
(Mr. Hewitt) stated that three excellent courts, two of which could be used immediately, were 
available. It was moved that the name of the club would be Kakariki Tennis Club in order to 
distinguish it from the Seatoun Club. 
17th December 1923 THE SEATOUN SCHOOL 
EXTRA ACCOMMODATION. SOUGHT BY COMMITTEE. RAT.TO OP GOODS 
OPENED. A sale of goods in aid of the Seatoun School Committee’s funds was opened on 
Saturday afternoon by Mr T. Forsyth, chairman of the Wellington Education Board. Mr 
Hewitt, chairman of the local committee, presided over a satisfactory attendance of I 
residents, and the district’s Parliamentary representative, Mr R. A. 'Wright, Mayor of 
Wellington, was also present. The sale was continued in the evening, 'and it is anticipated that 
the result will be satisfactory from a financial point of view.  
A welcome was extended by the 'chairman to both Mr Forsyth and Mr Wright, and the 
speaker paid tribute to their services on behalf of educational development in 
the Seatoun district.  
Reference was made by Mr Wright, M.P., in the course of his remarks, to early history in 
connection with the establishment of the school on its present site, and he mentioned how, 
together with Mr Forsyth, he had strongly opposed its erection on the Miramar side of the 
tunnel. Experience had 'shown, he declared, that the decision was a right one, for he 
understood that the present school was now overcrowded, and that some of the children had 
to be accommodated in a hall. An extra room was badly needed, and the speaker sincerely 
hoped that provision would be made for it by the Education Department as soon as possible.  
Mr Forsyth, when declaring the school open, spoke in a somewhat similar strain, recounting 
the early history of the Seatoun school when, with Mr Wright, he had supported the project 
for its erection on the eastern side. The choice, be said, was undoubtedly a wise one. 



Referring to the question of extra accommodation, which he quite recognised was necessary, 
Mr Forsyth expressed the opinion that he believed the department would grant the request. 
(Applause.)  
He congratulated the school on the progress made during the year, making particular 
reference to the large number of passes and free places gained. The percentage, he 
considered, was indeed very satisfactory. He also congratulated the headmaster and staff in 
this connection and concluded by wishing the sale every success.  
The Miramar Brass Band was in attendance, and the carnival was continued in the evening 
before a good attendance. 
21st December 1923 SEATOUN 
Dux Medallist: Elizabeth Huntington. 
 Proficiency: Harold Boon, Bernard Goss, Geoffrey Grimstone, Edward Hardcastle, Robert 
Hugglns, Cecil Klee, Victor Klee, George  Parkin, Maxwell Webley, Lyndall Anderson, Irene 
Arcus, Marjorie Bock, Isabel Brash Catherine Hempleman, Elizabeth Huntington, Ethel 
Lang, Norah Staveley, Beryl Thomas! Joyce Thomas.  . Endorsed Competency: Ronald 
Browne, Burnett Ross, Jessie Eastgate, Nancy Palmer. ' Competency: William, Fellows. 

 

 

 


