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25th June 1861 Upper Hutt, June 17, 1861. The above district, although for the last two or 
three years has been one of the most important iv the colony as regards its commercial 
transactions, sending into the capital of its province more material for home consumption and 
export than any three other districts or towns, has unfortunately up to the present time not had 
any kind of public building belonging to it — no appointed place of worship or anything 
approaching an established school for the education of its youth, or the instruction of its 
inhabitants. I urn now happy to say there is every probability of such a deplorable state 
coming to a close. Our. benevolent neighbour R, Burton, Esq., J.P., having most generously 
come forward and given a piece of land for the erection of a public building, to be used as a 
school-house, lecture-room, or for such purposes as the Inhabitants may require for 
education. And I feel much pleasure in staling that the same gentleman does not allow his 
generosity to end here, but has also promised liberally to Assisted in its erection. The 
inhabitants are fully aware of the importance of such a building and are now engaged in 
raising subscriptions for its erection. And although such an affair may be considered j of local 
interest only, I am in hopes, when the merchants of Wellington are waited upon for 
subscriptions, they will bear in mind it is for the education of those children, the sweat of 
whose parents brows have, and still are considerably adding to their commercial transactions 
and at the same time increasing the wealth of those merchants who are in the habit of trading 
in that locality. H. 
8th November 1861 We have had no intelligence from Auckland for a month, and locally the 
most significant " sign of the times'' is the reported application of the Bishop of Wellington, 
for the hire of the Upper Hutt Stockade for temporary church and school purposes, his 
Lordship expecting a clergyman shortly from England to supply that locality. The stockade 
was, it will be remembered, built last year as a protection to the settlers, should the} have ; to 
abandon their homes.  
9th April 1864 Next Monday will be a day of great rejoicing, to at least the youth of the 
Upper Hutt, there will be opened to them a public school. A boon which never before was 
conferred on them, and one which I hope they will make good use of. The school will be 
open to children of all denominations, without exception of person or creed, and will be 
conducted in a true national principle ; the books to be used on the school are those published 
by the Board of National Education in Ireland, and no religious instruction is to be imparted 
during the school hours. It would be a j blessing to the province if a good many more schools 
were founded on the same principle as this. It is evident that a public school offers a great 
many advantages in preference to private tuition, and no time should be loss in giving 
children education and exercising due vigilance in the choice of a preceptor. Though indeed 
in those countries where wealth and prosperity abound, parents are very backward in paying 
for the education of their children. " It is a pity that commonly more care is had, and that 
among very wise men, to find out rather a cunning man for their horse than a cunning man 
for their children. To the one they will give gladly a stipend of 200 crowns by the year, and 



loth to offer the other 200 shillings. God, that sitteth in heaven, laugheth their choice to scorn, 
and rewardeth their liberality as it deserves ; for he suffereth them to have tame and well 
ordered horses, but wild and unfortunate children." Such is the case, and in these colonies 
especially, but I trust by and bye matters will mend. 
14th April 1864 On Sunday the 10th instant, the ceremony of blessing a new Catholic church 
at the Upper Hutt, under the patronage of St Joseph, was performed by his Lordship the Right 
Rev Dr Viard. Bishop of Wellington, Assistantisted by the very Rev J. J. P. O'Reilly, V. G., 
and the Rev Father Scon. The weather being fine a numerous . congregation was present, 
including many Maoris…………………the building will be used for a time as a Public 
School, .which was opened the next day, under a well qualified master 
22nd July 1865 First Published report of the School Inspector included   
Town Schools Wanganui and Lower Hutt 
Village schools Greytown, Pahautanui, Turakina [Near Wanganui], Upper Hutt and 
Johnsonville 
Country Schools  12 Including Carterton and Masterton 
17th September 1868 Sudden Death at the Upper Hutt. — An inquest was held on Saturday at 
the Upper Hutt, touching the- death of Mr Daniel Carrick, a schoolmaster at that; place, who 
died suddenly on Friday from apoplexy. The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the 
evidence. [Only mention of Mr Carrick in the newspapers] 
1868/5999 Carrick Daniel 41Y 
 
21st January 1869  ANNIVERSARY Day will be celebrated in Upper Hutt with a school fete 
[In another article described in Upper Hutt as a rural fete] 
9th May 1870 Upper Hutt, on Saturday evening, for the purpose of the householders of the 
Upper district (commencing from Mr. Waldin's Criterion Hotel) contesting their right to 
obtain the school rates in their half of the district for the support of a school lately opened by 
them, and now under the charge of the Rev. D. Desbois. Mr. James Cruickshanks occupied 
the chair, and after a few introductory remarks explanatory of the object of the meeting, Mr. 
Ashton proposed, and Mr. Hooper seconded, a motion to the effect already indicated. On a 
show of hands, eleven, in a meeting, of about thirty persons, were held up in favour of the 
motion, to which, in fact, no opposition was offered ; but the silence of the householders in 
the lower part of the district cannot be interpreted as acquiescing in the result, as we 
understand they hold the meeting to have been informally convened, and consequently illegal 
14th October 1870 The Rev. Dan. Desbois, who has officiated in Trentham Church, Upper 
Hutt, for. about three years, has resigned that cure, having accepted an appointment in 
Queensland, for which he will leave next January, and whither the best wishes of his many 
friends will accompany himself and family. 
28th April 1871 An Inquest is to be held at the School house Fern Grounds 
30th September 1871 very pleasant evening was spent lately by the inhabitants of the Upper 
Hutt. About two hundred Assembled  in the schoolroom, which was, therefore, quite full, and 
for two hours and a half were entertained with readings, music, and songs 
UPTO 1872  



30th December 1874 Upper Hutt.—About twenty children have lately removed to the 
Wairarapa, and consequently the present building is nearly large enough for the numbers 
attending. I found little improvement since my last visit; for this the late Master, Mr. 
Macdonald, is to blame. The offices were dirty, and the children far from tidy\\ 
25th June 1875 Wellington Education Board The meeting then adjourned till 30th inst., for 
the purpose of opening tenders for the new school at Johnsonville and teacher's residence at 
the Upper Hutt. 
27th July 1875 Miss Bell appointed Upper Hutt 
18th September 1875 Within a long letter was this piece: There is nothing else just now of 
any interest to record beyond this, that the chimney of the common school, no doubt anxious 
for notoriety, has in some mysterious manner got round to the front of the building, and 
thence blankly  stares at assisted -by. Perhaps this is in derision of the many wooden 
chimneys near it, as, being composed of bricks and cement, it naturally wishes to display 
itself. It is to be hoped that its hideousness will shortly be hidden by the really handsome 
house which is to be erected for the master. 
9th February 1877 Wellington Education Board School Inspector’s Report included: The 
schools at Taita, Karori and the Upper Hutt remain in an unsatisfactory condition…… 
Teachers' residences have been built or acquired at the Upper Hutt; Pahautanui, and 
Karori……… The. vested schools at Taita, Tawa Flat, Porirua, Upper Hutt, Kaiwarra, and 
Johnsonville have not more than half an acre of land attached to them….Upper Hutt.—The 
discipline and management of this school are not good, although better work has been done 
this year than last year. The whole condition of' the school is low, and all interest in it flat. 
The master puts all' shortcomings down to the stupidity of the children. All candidates for 
Standard III. failed. 
13th February 1877 Sir— l beg to draw attention to a report in the New Zealand Times of this 
day, relating to a meeting of the Education Board, respecting the low status of the Upper Hutt 
School.  
The master in reporting upon the same gave as the reason it was in consequence of the 
stupidity of the children. Now, sir. I beg on behalf of the inhabitants of the district to give it a 
most unqualified denial, and consider ft a gross libel, both upon the children and their 
parents, and one which I am under the impression they will not submit to. If, as the master 
insists, they are so stupid he cannot teach them, it is high time someone  else had the  chance 
of trying the experiment, and if at the end of twelve months the decision is not reversed, it 
will be necessary then to acknowledge that the children of this district are remarkably stupid 
indeed.  
I am &c. A Victorian. Upper Hutt, 9th February 1877.’ 
28th February 1877 Mr. Thompson, master of the Upper Hutt ! School, being in attendance, 
was called in, and ' made a statement to the following effect : — He took exception to that 
part of Mr. Lee's report which related to the discipline and management of the school. The 
statements contained in the report disagreed with the entry he had made in the log-book. He 
thought the Inspector's remarks were totally undeserved.  
Mr. Lee said that the log-book was not a report. He had referred to Mr. Thompson's work 
generally. Considering how long Mr. Thompson had been in charge of the school, he 
considered that it 9 condition was very low. He read a letter from the Chairman of the Local 



School Committee, to the effect that the parents of the children who attended the school were 
greatly dissatisfied with Mr. Thompson, who had been removed from the Foxton school 
because his work was not satisfactory. Mr. Thompson stated that he had never heard that 
there was any dissatisfaction amongst the parents of the children, and he added further, that 
he had been promoted from the Foxton school to the Upper Hutt school, on the 
recommendation 
of Mr. Lee.  
Mr. Lee read extracts from his diary, written in June last, which were to the effect that the 
children were very backward, and that the discipline was by no means good. It was decided, 
that the Board should give its decision on this matter to-morrow. 
31st May 1877 UPPER HUTT. The question of the appointment by the Local Committee of 
Mr. R. H. Huntley, as master of this school, was postponed until Mr. Lee's return to town 
1st June 1877 Wellington Education Board A letter was received from Mr. Huntly, teacher of 
the Upper Hutt school, enclosing a memorial from the parents of families for the 
confirmation of Mr. Huntly's appointment. The Board resolved to let the matter stand over till 
Mr. Lee should be present, Mr. Huntly in the meantime to continue in charge of the school.  
26th July 1877 Wellington Education Board HUTT SCHOOL. With reference to the 
appointment of Mr, Huntly, which had been called in question by the chairman of the local 
committee, a memorial was enclosed in a letter from Mr. Huntly asking that the appointment 
be confirmed.  
The Inspector stated that Mr. Huntly was provisionally appointed on condition that he 
pAssistanted the recent examination; but he backed out of the examination.  
His wife came to him (Mr. Lee) pleading that her husband might be excused on the ground 
that he was an old man regarded an examination as a trying ordeal, being slightly nervous.  
A discussion arose on the point as to whether an exception could be made in this case, and it 
was resolved to appoint another teacher. 
6th October 1877 Birth On the 30th September, at her residence, Upper Hutt, the wife of 
Jeremiah Hurley. of a son 
6th   October 1877 Death On the 6th October, at her residence, Upper Hutt, the beloved wife 
of Jeremiah Hurley. R I P 
13th April 1877 Wellington Education Board . It was agreed to have plans and specifications 
made out for enlarging the schoolhouse at the Upper Hutt, which had now an average 
attendance of 120 children, and was overcrowded. 
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Upper Hutt Hurley J 

 
Head  £  240.00  

1878 
 

Upper Hutt Evans Mrs 
 

Female  £  100.00  
1878 

 
Upper Hutt Stevens N 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    35.00  

Mrs Evans went to Mangaroa School. There is a lot of information about her there 
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7th March 1878 It was resolved to purchase a larger school site at the Upper Hutt. 
28th March 1878 Wellington Education Board The question of additional school 
accommodation at the Upper Hutt was again discussed, 
26th April 1878 Wellington Education Board Inspectors  Report included and large additions 
for Masterton and the Upper Hutt. 
Of the country schools there are six in the Wellington district, each having more than 120 
children on the roll — Masterton, Greytown, , Featherston, Lower Hutt, Upper Hutt, and 
Carterton. The Lower Hutt school shows the best results. The Featherston and Upper Hutt 
schools have done exceedingly good work under the present management. 
27th April 1878 The following are the respective numbers of children attending the 
Education Board's schools in and around Wellington : — Thorndon, 325 ; Te Aro, 305 ; 
Terrace, 201 ; Mount Cook (boys), 162; Mount Cook (girls), 302; Mount Cook (infants), 409; 
Lower Hutt, 146; Upper Hutt, 137; Taita, 72; Karori, 69; North and South Makara;, 42; 
Kaiwarra, 52; Johnsonville, 59. 
30th April 1878 THE UPPER HUTT PEOPLE. 
TO THE EDITOR OF 7THE EVENING POST. Sir— The inhabitants of the Upper Hutt 
ought to be extremely obliged to you for making their wants so publicly known, for it is 
stated in your paper of the 26th instant that they want a schoolmaster and a missionary at the 
Upper Hutt. I may state for your information, and for the information of the public, that we 
have an excellent school , taught by competent teachers ; and as for missionaries, I think at 
present we are pretty well provided for. We have the English Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church, and we receive weekly visits from the Presbyterian and Wesley an preachers. We 
have also an excellent peace officer and a capital lock-up, and I nm happy to he able to state 
that, as far as the inhabitants of the Upper Hutt are concerned, the latter Is not patronised. The 
fact of the lad John Briggs, who was a witness in the sly grog selling case, displaying 
lamentable Ignorance, apparently gave rise to the remarks in your paper. I may state that the 
lad is connected with roving parents, at present located on the Rimutaka, and not in any way 
connected with the Upper Hutt and never has been. We are rather jealous of our reputation, 
but at the same time we admit there may be room for improvement, as I take it there is in 
most communities. If through your paper you can impress a discerning public with the 
necessity of providing additional missionary aid for the inhabitants of the Upper Hutt, I do 
not suppose there will be any objection offered. 
 I am, &c, Upper Hutt. 
20th June 1878 A largely attended meeting of householders in the Upper Hutt educational 
district was held on Monday evening last, for the purpose of electing a school committee. 
Tire chair was occupied by Mr. E. Morgan. The following committee was elected :—Messrs. 
E. Morgan, J. Bayliss, W. Lawrence, P. Davis, C. Harris, and T. Cotter. 
28th June 1878 Wellington Education Board £400 for the Upper Hutt school 
2nd August 1878 Inspector Lee reported to Wellington Education Board I am of opinion that 
the present Upper Hutt school property is fairly in the centre of the district,' and that a new 
schoolroom should be built on the half-acre lately acquired by the Board, the  old building 
being removed from the back of the teacher's residence and attached to the  new building. 
7th  September 1878 Wellington Education Board The Secretary of the Board of Education 
invites applications until noon of the 18th lust., for the head mastership of Carterton school, 



the Assistant mastership of Gladstone school, and for the situation of pupil teacher at the 
Upper Hutt 
25th September 1878 Wellington Education Board . The Board were unable to take any 
decided action as they did not yet officially know the amount of building-vote at their 
disposal ; but as the  Education vote pAssistanted the House last night  they considered 
themselves justified in calling for tenders for the Kaiwarra, Mungaroa, Upper Hutt, and other 
schools which are urgently required. The other business transacted was not of much public 
interest. 
13th November 1878 n and nine o’clock in the evening, at the  company’s offices. A vote of 
thanks to the Chairman terminated the business. The Board of Education have just had plans 
prepared by Mr. Toxward, their architect, for new schools to be erected at Upper Hutt and 
Kaiwarrawarra respectively. The new buildings will be roomy and convenient and will afford 
a strong contrast to the tumbledown places which at present servo for schools A sub-
committee of the Board met yesterday, and with certain slight modifications accepted the 
designs, subject to the approval of the local committees in the respective school districts. 
When that approval has been gained, the work of erection will be proceeded with 
immediately 
 

1879	
1879 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Head  £  240.00  

1879 Upper Hutt Jordan M E 
 

Assistant Female   £  112.10  
1879 Upper Hutt Barber E 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    35.00  

1879 Upper Hutt Bowie Euphemia 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    35.00  
7th January 1879 Wellington Education Board It was also resolved to modify the plans for 
the Upper Hutt school, in accordance with a sketch handed in by the secretary 
28th March 1879 Wellington Education Board The following tenders were opened at the 
meeting of the Education Board yesterday :— Upper Hutt School—Bell, £693 (accepted); 
Cundy, £715; Ryan, £750; Buck, £760; Russell, £797; Boarer and Smith, £842; W. Payton, 
£967 
1st May 1879 Wellington Education Board . UPPER HUTT. The chairman of the local 
committee, Mr. Morgan, wrote stating his willingness to supervise the erection of the school 
building on commission at the rate of 2 ½  per cent. It was resolved to reply that the school 
committee ought to have sufficient interest in the work to do that without expense. £10 10s. 
was granted the committee for fencing purposes, conditionally that the adjoining tenant 
contributed half the total cost……….Mrs. Evans, from Assistantship, Upper Hutt school, to 
the new school at Mungaroa. 
2nd May 1879 TO THE EDITOR OP THE EVENING POST. SIR In your report of the 
proceedings of the meeting of the Education Board, held yesterday, it is stated that Mr. 
Morgan, the Chairman of the Upper Hutt School Committee, wrote offering to supervise the 
erection of the school building for a commission of 2£ per cent , and that the Board resolved 
to reply that the committee ought to have sufficient interest iv the work to do it without 
expense. Now, Sir, I did not offer to superintend the erection unsolicited, as may be inferred 
from your report. The facts are that I received a letter from the Clerk of the Board asking if I 



would undertake to supervise the erection of the building, and, if willing, to state terms. I then 
replied that I would do so for the 21 per cent My reply I placed in the hands of Mr. Lee, who 
requested me to act as overseer until the Board mot. I consented to do «o. Without the 
slightest reflection on the contractor, I may state that to properly supervise such a building 
would take a great deal of time and attention. Now had the Board or Its officers written 
asking if I would at times inspect the building in its progress (which they did in the case of 
the Mungaroa school), I would have done so. But receiving a letter asking me to state term*, I 
felt justified in replying as I did. Under present circumstances I must inform the Board that I 
decline to execute any supervision. By giving j this insertion in your next issue you will 
oblige. I am, etc, E. Morgan . Upper Hutt, 2nd May. 
29th May 1879 Wellington Education Board The Building Committee reported that it had 
authorised Mr. Toxward to supervise the erection of the new school at the Upper 
Hutt………..Mrs, Jordan, of Wanganui, was appointed Assistant. teacher at the Upper Hutt. 
There were several applicants. [In 1879 Mrs M E Jordan was sole teacher at Waitotara 
School] 
28th June 1879  Authority was given for fencing the school grounds at the Upper Hutt and 
Mungaroa, [Note the Upper Hutt School Committee was also the School Committee for 
Mungaroa at this time] 
25th September 1879 Wellington Education Board  Mr Toxward’s report on the new school 
house at the Upper Hutt was read. It was not a satisfactory one, and it was therefore agreed 
that the balance of the contractor’s account be paid, subject to Mr. Toxward's approval of the 
work………… Miss Bowies was appointed pupil teacher 
17th December 1879 A grand rural fete and fancy fair will be held at the Upper Hutt on 
Boxing Day, in aid of the Convent School at that place. A programme of sports, with good 
prizes, has been published, and if the weather is fine a capital day's amusement may be 
expected. 
20th December 1879 Featherston Report Yesterday the children from the Upper Hutt school 
were treated to a trip to Featherston by train, and an eleven from our local school met a 
similar number of them in a game of cricket. The picnic was held in Mr W. Lucena's 
paddock, and while the game was going on the girls and visitors were thoroughly entertained 
in an adjoining paddock. The result of the game was against the visitors, whose last wicket in 
the first innings fell for 13 runs while the Featherston boys made 37. In the second innings 
the Hutt boys ran up their score to 44, leaving their opponents only 8 runs to beat them. This 
they did with 2 runs and 9 wickets to spare. 

1880	
1880   Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Head Master  £  250.00  

1880   Upper Hutt Seaver Thomas 
 

Assistant 
Master  £  100.00  

1880   Upper Hutt Barber Elizabeth 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    40.00  
28th January 1880 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL DISTRICT. - At the annual meeting of the 
residents, held on Monday night, a circular was read by the chairman from the Board of 
Education, requesting that the names of two gentlemen might be nominated by the 
committee, in lieu of Messrs. Beetham, Newman, and Toomath, who were balloted but. A 



letter was also read from Dr. Newman, asking the support of the committee, as he intended to 
stand for re-election. After some discussion, it was resolved that Dr. Newman and Mr. 
Morgan should be nominated, by the committee. The following gentlemen' were appointed 
for the ensuing year Messrs. Morgan, Bayliss, Benge, Hooper, Wilson, Cudby, and Johnston. 
Mr. Morgan was elected chairman, and Mr. Wilson secretary and treasurer. 
31st March 1880 Whiteman's valley, Upper Hutt. The residents applied for a school in this 
place, offering to give half an acre of land, clear it, sink a well, and give 6000 ft of timber 
towards the erection of a school, and Assistance in providing for a teacher if necessary. The 
Board resolved that they would erect a school if the residents gave a site of an acre. 
2nd April 1880 Population of Upper Hutt 366 men and 283 women 
3rd April 1880 Wellington Education Board Examination passes in the Standard classes 
[Chart is researcher’s presentation of data published ] 

 Presented PAssist
anted 

 

Upper Hutt 94 72 77% 
Lower Hutt 121 91 75% 
Kaiwarra 69 50 72% 
Masterton 158 98 62% 

6th April 1880 Inspector Lee’s report to Wellington Education Board included  Upper Hutt 
and Kaiwarra have room enough and to spare 
12th August 1880 Third year pupil teacher over 15 years of age Elizabeth Barber Upper Hutt 
pAssistanted 
26th August 1880 Wellington Education Board The residents of Kaitoke again urged the 
necessity for the erection of a school. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Upper 
Hutt School Committee, and that the petitioners be informed that the Board cannot give an 
answer until the state of its funds are known. 
4th September 1880 Hurley.—Lynch.— On the 25th of August, 1880, at the residents of 
parents, Emerald Glen, Paikakariki, by the Rev. Father Yardin, V. G-., Jeremiah Hurley, of 
the Upper Hutt, to Eva Teresa, youngest daughter of Henry Lynch, Esq. 
 

1881	
1881 77 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Head Master  £  230.00  

1881 77 Upper Hutt Boulcott Henrietta 
 

Assistant Female  £    80.00  
25th January 1881 UPPER HUTT. The following were elected a committee for the Upper 
Hutt :— Mungaroa School District — Messrs. Morgan, Downing, Haybittle, Benge, Cotter, 
Hooper, and Johnson The Committee afterwards met, and elected Mr. Morgan chairman, and 
Mr. Haybittle clerk and treasurer. It was proposed and seconded, also, that the meetings do 
held at 8 p.m. in the summer, and 7 p.m. in the  winter. The following gentlemen wore 
nominated as members of the Education Board :— Messrs. Henry  Bunny and Charles 
Pharazyn. 
30th March 1881 Wellington Education Board letter was read from the committee) of the 
Upper Hutt School District calling attention to the necessity for schools  at Upper Whiteman's 
Valley and Mungaroa. The Chairman thought the Board should recognise the claim and, 



immediately it was ascertained that the Board had the funds, give the district the schools 
asked for. Mr. Pharazyn proposed that plans be prepared for buildings, and that they be put 
among the urgent claims to be presented to the Government. Carried. 
14th April 1881 Inspector Lee’s report included he falling off in the rate of increase may 
partly be accounted for the restriction put upon infant departments in large schools during the 
year, children being no longer admitted under five years of age, Some of the _ schools, 
however, show a decided falling off, as for example Featherston and the  Upper Hutt. In these 
places the examination attendance, which is nearly always the best muster a school makes, 
fell off from 160 and 130, to 122 and 84 respectively. This was caused by the completion of 
railway works, and the consequent immigration of a portion of the population…………Many 
of the candidates presented at the Upper Hutt, and Featherston failed………but the reading at 
Kaiwarra, Upper Hutt and Clareville is almost devoid of expression. Writing was best taught 
at Carterton and Taita; and very badly neglected at the Upper Hutt and Kaiwarra.  
27th July 1881 Wellington Education Board A letter was read from Mr. Seaver, resigning his 
position as Assistant master at the Upper Hutt. A communication was also read from the 
School Committee, concurring in the report of the Inspector as to the unsatisfactory progress 
of the children, and asking that, in the event of any fresh arrangements being made, needle-
work should be taught. Mr. Seaver's resignation was accepted ; and it was resolved, on the 
motion of the Rev. J. Paterson, that the head teacher should be warned that if an improvement 
were  not perceptible at the next examination, his services would be dispensed with. 
16th December 1881 The pupils of the Upper Hutt School, accompanied by their teachers and 
the chairman and secretary of the school committee  and a number of parents and friends, had 
a grand excursion and picnic to Pigeon bush yesterday. The day was delightfully fine, and 
various games and pastimes were indulged in, iv which the adult portion heartily joined. The 
funds were  provided through the generosity of Mr. T. Mason, M H.R., and the most liberal 
arrangements were made by Mr. Ashcroft, and Mr. Unsworth, the Station master. [Pigeon 
Bush was the station after Cross Creek on the Western Shore of Lake Wairarapa before 
Featherston] 
 

1882	
1882 76 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Head Master  £  230.00  

1882 76 Upper Hutt Boulcott Henrietta 
 

Assistant Female  £    80.00  
16th January 1882 A month ago we reported an account of the Upper Hutt school children 
having a holiday trip by rail to Pigeon Bush, where for about four hours they thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves, returning by train in the evening. Last Saturday a, select private party 
left Petone by the early morning train for Cross’s Creek, to have a picnic in that romantic 
region, where they heartily enjoyed themselves, returning by the afternoon train, highly 
delighted .with their day’s trip. There are many Wellington residents who have not the 
slightest conception of the sublime mountain scenery to be witnessed along the route, or the 
grand views of lake, plains, and belts of forest land to be obtained.. The trip during the 
summer season could be easily accomplished, and by a little friendly combination at a small 
cost. ' 



25th January 1882 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL. The following gentlemen were elected a 
committee for the Upper Hutt school last night : — Messrs. James Bayliss, Robert Hooper, 
Charles Swainson, Thomas Cotter, William G. Haybittle, John Downing, and William Tait. 
There was very little interest taken in the election, only about a dozen householders being 
present, although the district includes four schools. Of those elected, only three represent the 
Upper Hutt proper, two Upper Mungaroa, one Lower Mungaroa, and one Wallaceville 
13th April 1882 Inspector Lee reports that Upper Hutt school is in an improved 
condition…………The Upper Hutt is most remiss in attention to the special subjects. 
27th July 1882  Wellington Education Board The Upper Hutt School Committee applied for 
an expenditure of £10 for gravelling the schoolground at Mungaroa, and a similar amount for 
gravelling at the Upper Hutt. The matter was left in the bauds of Mr Mason. 
18th October 1882 Mr. Lee, Inspectoral completed his examination of the Upper Hutt school 
yesterday. There were 89 present out of 93 on the books ; 56 were sent np for examination, 
and out of these 46 pAssistanted, Two boys who failed last year for Standards I. and II. 
Passes not only these standards but a standard higher, making altogether 48 passes or 86 per 
cent., which the  Inspector considered highly satisfactory. The composition was the only 
weak .subject, but the  geography and history throughout the school were very creditable. The 
following are the passes in the several standards :— Standard 1., 11 boys, 3 girls; Standard 
II., 5 boys, 5 girls ; Standard III., 5 boys, 3 girls; Standard IV. , 3 boys, 2 girls ; Standard V.. 
4 boys, 5 girls 
29th November 1882 Wellington Education Board The  question of additions to 
schoolmaster's residence at Upper Hutt and repairs at Wainui-o-mata was referred to Mr. 
Mason to report on. 

1883	
1883	 86	 Upper	Hutt	 Hurley	 Jeremiah	

	
Head	Master	 	£			230.00		

1883	 86	 Upper	Hutt	 Boulcott	 Henrietta	
	

Assistant	Female	 	£					80.00		
1883	 86	 Upper	Hutt	 Milne	 Annie	

	
Assistant	Female	 	£					80.00		

25th January 1883 UPPER HUTT. At the annual meeting of the householders for the purpose 
of electing a school committee out of eleven persons proposed, the following were declared 
elected, on a poll being taken ; Rev, J. E. Blackburn, and Messrs J. Barton, J. Benge, T. 
Cotter, J, Downing, W. G. Haybittle, G. W. Schwartz. At a meeting of the new committee the 
Rev. J. E. Blackburn was appointed chairman, Mr G. W, Schwartz secretary and treasurer,, 
and Dr, Newman and Archdeacon Stock were nominated as members of the Education Board 
31st January 1883 Wellington Education Board Improvements to residence £100 
1st March 1883 The Upper Hutt Committee drew the attention of the board to the danger to 
the Whiteman Valley School, arising nut of the fact that the  acre surrounding the building 
was covered with dead timber. The matter was allowed to stand over. 
28th March 1883 Rev. Mr. Blackburn introduced a deputation representing the  Upper Hutt 
School Committee, who wished the Board to appoint an infant mistress to the school. It was 
pointed out that there were 120 children on the roll, and only two teachers. An effort had 
been made to . obtain a pupil teacher, but had failed, it being explained that there  were none 
in the district itself to be had, while as long as the remuneration was £25, and the expenses of 



board and lodging at least £40 per annum, a stranger would not accept the appointment. It 
was resolved to advertise for a teacher. 
29th March 1883 A deputation from the Upper Hutt School Committee attended and 
requested the appointment of an infant mistress. The Rev, Mr Blackburne stated that the 
school was entitled to a pupil teacher,_ but though one had been advertised for during the 
past twelve mouths, they had been unable to obtain one. As additional teaching power was 
absolutely necessary, they thought that a lady residing in the district who was well qualified 
might be appointed. The deputation haying withdrawn, it was resolved to appoint an infant 
mistress, and to invite applications………Miss Boulcott, mistress at the Upper Hutt, applied 
for an increase of salary on account of extra work, entailed through the insufficiency of the 
staff. The application was not granted……….The following tenders were accepted : 
Additions to residence, Clareville, Trotman and Humphries (4 tenders) ; additions to 
residence, Upper Hutt, W, Douglas (3 tenders) ; 
18th April 1883 Inspectors report included Great improvement in the work, and in the 
number of standard passes was shown at Kaiwarra; and a marked improvement at Matarawa, 
Kaitara, Mauriceville, Upper Hutt, and Makara; 
25th April 1883 Wellington Education Board Annie Milne appointed Assistant mistress 
27th September 1883 Wellington Education Board Clearing the ground at Upper Hutt  £ 15 
[May have been for Wallaceville School ] 
31st October 1883 Wellington Education Board . A complaint as to the examinations at the 
Upper Hutt School was referred, without being read, to the  examiners 
29th November 1883 letter was received from the Committee at the Upper Hutt-complaining 
that the local school had been examined in the afternoon, the children having been kept 
waiting for the Inspector the whole of the forenoon. It was pointed out that as a consequence 
the result had been disappointing. In replying to questions, the Inspector stated that it would 
be utterly impossible for him to begin the inspection of every school in the morning, though 
ho believed there was a little advantage in beginning early. The majority of members 
expressed themselves to the effect that the hour at which an examination was commenced 
could not make any serious difference to the result, and the matter was therefore allowed to 
drop. A letter was received from the Upper Hutt School Committee apprising the Board of 
the fact that they had suspended Miss  Boulcott, teacher, for absenting herself from duty 
without leave of absence. Miss Boulcott  in turn wrote explaining that she had obtained _ a 
week’s leave of absence on account of ill-health. She  afterwards applied twice for extension, 
enclosing medical certificates, but received no reply. It was resolved to forward a copy of 
Miss Boulcott’s letter to the committee, and ask for an explanation 
19th December 1883 Wellington Education Board The  difficulty between the Upper Hutt 
committee and Miss Boulcott, resulting in the suspension of the latter, was referred to the 
Chairman to settle, if possible………and £5 for a well at Upper Hutt. 
 

1884	
1884	 81	 Upper	Hutt	 Hurley	 Jeremiah	

	
Head	Master	 	£250.00		

1884	 81	 Upper	Hutt	 Boulcott	 Henrietta	
	

Assistant	Female	 	£	80.00		
1884	 81	 Upper	Hutt	 Milne	 Annie	

	
Assistant	Female	 	£	80.00		



30th January 1884 UPPER HUTT. The following gentlemen were elected last night as a 
committee for the Upper Hutt : Messrs Cotter (chairman), R. Hagan, Unsworth, Jack, Benge, 
Johnston, and Schwartz. Messrs Bunny and Buchanan were nominated to seats on the Board. 
30th January 1884 Wellington Education Board t was reported that Miss Boulcott, 
concerning whom discussion had taken place at previous meetings, had returned to her duties 
at the Upper Hutt School, and the difficulty had been settled………The election of the Upper 
Hutt School Committee was declared to be invalid, owing I to an inaccuracy in counting the 
ballot papers, and a fresh election was ordered. 
19th February 1884 The largest meeting of householders ever held at the Upper Hutt took 
place at the local school-house last night, to elect a School committee for the ensuing year. 
The regular election on the 28th January was declared informal, owing to certain alleged 
informalities, and a new election ordered. About 80 householders attended, and recorded their 
votes. What question was at stake, nobody seemed to know, but each candidate, at least 
among the successful, seemed to have his supporters. The following ten were proposed : — 
Messrs. Benge, Cotter, Martin, Jack, Haybittle, Schwartz, Hagan, Page, Johnson, and Rev. J. 
E. Blackburne. The following were the successful candidates in order :— Messrs. Jack, 
Martin, Cotter, Haybittle, Hagan, Benge, and Schwartz. A meeting of the committee was 
afterwards held, and Mr. Cotter was elected chairman, and Messrs. Buchanan, Bunny, and 
Stock, were voted for as members of the Education Board. 
26th March 1884 n future the inspector  (Mr Lee) is to report to the Education Board every 
month on the schools he has inspected. After they have been presented to the Board copies of 
the reports are to be sent to the committees of the respective schools  interested. Of those 
presented to-day all seemed fairly satisfactory with the exception of those relating to Tinui 
(under the late master) and Upper Hutt Schools 
26th March 1884 Wellington Education Board he Chairman also drew attention to the Upper 
Hutt School, reported as showing considerable weakness. The percentage, 45, was the lowest 
so far in the year's work. It was resolved to get a detailed report from the Inspector and send 
it to the master. 
1st May 1884 Wellington Education Board A report on the Upper Hutt schools, prepared by 
request, by the inspector, was laid on the table. 
 

1885	
1885 93 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Master  £  230.00  

1885 93 Upper Hutt Boulcott Henrietta 
 

Assistant Female  £    80.00  
1885 93 Upper Hutt Milne Annie 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

27th January 1885 At the meeting of householders held at the Upper Hutt School  last night 
for the purpose of electing a committee for the ensuing year, the following were elected : — 
Messrs. Haybittle, Hagan, Martin, Golder, Jack, Johnston, and Richardson. The balance-sheet 
of the three  schools in the district showed a credit balance of £18 3s. A hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded the retiring Chairman. At the committee meeting held subsequently, Mr. Jack 
was elected Chairman and Mr. Golder Secretary. 



25th February 1885 The Upper Hutt Committee wrote with reference to repairs at the 
Mungaroa School, and ventilation and desks at Whiteman's Valley. The sum applied for was 
voted 
4th May 1885 The ordinary monthly, meeting of the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand 
Educational Institute was - held, at the College on Saturday morning………..Mr Hurley, of 
the Upper Hutt School, read a paper on Weights and Measures,” In which he strongly 
advocated the principle of the decimal metric system of weights and measures adopted in 
many continental countries. In the following discussion,. Mr Hulke mentioned that at the next 
meeting he intended to move that the Minister of Education be memorialised to give bis 
attention to the introduction of this system into New Zealand  
18th August 1885 [The Wellington Education Board held annual drawing examinations 
which were supervised in each school by a member of the School Committee] Freehand 
Drawing: F. Schwartz, Charles Haybittle, Dennis Jack, Phillip Davis, Fred. Woodman. 
Practical Geometrical Drawing F Schwartz  
26th August 1885 Wellington Education Board he suspension of the teacher at the Upper 
Hutt was approved [The staffing at the end of 1885 at Upper Hutt School was the same as in 
1884. This may have referred to a teacher in one of the other schools supervised by the Upper 
Hutt Committee] 
28th August 1885 Wellington Education Board he application for sheds for the Upper Hutt 
School was deferred till the next building grant was obtained. 
2nd September 1885 Particulars will be found elsewhere of a grand vocal and instrumental 
concert which is to be given in the schoolroom, Upper Hutt, on Friday evening next. Several 
loading Wellington amateurs are to appear, and Somerville's Empire 'Bus will run a special 
trip for the convenience of Wellington visitors. 
5th September 1885 he concert given at the Upper Hutt last night in aid of the Public School 
Prize Fund was a most successful affair. Of those who be generously Assistantisted it is 
unnecessary to say more than that the ladies, Mesdames Greenwood and Parsons and Misses 
Sutcliffe and Parsons, were at their best, and that the  gentlemen, Messrs. E. J. Hill, A. Hill, 
Prouse  and Baillie, were equally good. The audience was highly demonstrative, and the 
applause was loud and frequent. The arrangements were of the best possible kind, and the 
promoters of the concert  are to be highly complimented. When all the tickets have been 
accounted  for, it is expected  the proceeds will realize more than .£17. [£17 in 1885 is 
equivalent to $3332,,14 in June 2019] 
25th February 1885 Upper Hutt school had 1 pupil sit the scholarship exam The examination 
was held in Wellington and  Greytown 
21st December 1885 The annual distribution of prizes of the Upper Hutt School took place on 
Friday afternoon in the presence of a very large assemblage of the parents and friends of the 
pupils. Mr. John Jack, Chairman of the School Committee, presided, and addressed the 
children in a few well-chosen remarks. He congratulated them on the good average of passes, 
86, they made at the last examination, which, although much above the average of schools yet  
examined, was slightly below that of last year. This no doubt was accounted for by the great 
amount of illness In the district just before the examination. Even at the time of the 
examination two of the most promising candidates for Standard VI. and one of those for 
Standard V were absent through that cause. Turning to the parents, he congratulated them on 



the clean and tidy appearance of the children and said he could say without fear of 
contradiction that a more respectable, orderly and tidy body of children he never saw than the 
pupils of the Upper Hutt School. Mr. Hurley, the headmaster, then called on Mrs. Barton to 
distribute the prizes to the girls, and on Mr. Jack to distribute them to the boys. The following 
is the prize list: —Sewing.—Teresa Johnston and Katie Hurley, equal.  
Standard Vl.—Girls, E. Mabey, E. Martin, H. Richardson. \ 
Standard V.— Girls, K. Hurley; boys , D. Jack, C. Cotter  
Standard IV.—Girls, T. Johnston, C. Crook; boys, H. Cudby, J. Johnston, A. Palmer, J. 
Palmer.  
Standard III.—Girls, M. Brown, L Crook, J. Keys, E Richardson, J. Pearson, M. Yamold ; 
boys, G. Brown. F. Haybittle, J. Johnson, E Johnston , A. Martin, J. Paul, J. Pearse.  
Standard 11. - Girls, N. Coffey, M. Crook, E. Geange, S. Johnson, M. Mabey, L. Parsons, A. 
Thompson, A. Woodmass ; boys, J. Coffey, J. Cotter, A. Geange, J. Johnson, A. Keys, A. 
Schwartz, W. Searancke, F. Sowerby, C. Till, C. Town, J. Wyeth. H. Wyeth, W. Unsworth.  
Standard I —Girls, A. Brown, J. Davis, E. Hagan, A. Hargreaves, A. Mabey, E. Martin, E 
Miller, M. McCrossan, M. Paul, C. Pearse, E. Tannahill; boys, T. Cudby, W. Geange, J. 
Mantel], J. Richardson, P. Small, W. Taylor, L. Wilkie. G. Wilkins, J. Woodmass 
At the conclusion hearty cheers were given for Mrs. Greenwood, Mrs Barton, Mr. Jack, the 
visitors, and the teachers . It should be added that the children were provided with a plentiful 
supply of buns and ginger  beer by Mrs. Barton  and Mrs. Hurley. 
 

1886	
1886 116 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Master  £  250.00  

1886 116 Upper Hutt Boulcott Henrietta 
 

Assistant Female  £    80.00  
1886 116 Upper Hutt Duncan Annie 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

28th January 1886 Wellington Education Board Works to stand over Upper Hutt shelter 
sheds 
12th February 1886 Education Board advertise for an Assistant at Upper Hutt 
24th February 1886 Miss Duncan appointed  
28th April 1886 School Committee Elections: The annual meeting of householders of the 
Upper Hutt School District was held in the local school. Mr. John Jack was voted to the chair, 
and about 40 were present. Having read the advertisement convening the mooting, the 
Chairman read the annual report winch stated that the Schools under the Committee’s  
charge, viz., Upper Hutt, Mungaroa, and Whiteman’s Valley wore doing first-class work ; 
that, according to the Inspector's report for last year, the percentages of those schools were  
respectively 87, 83, and 93, ranking thorn among the best under the Board ; and that the 
drawing in the Upper Hutt School was highly commended by the  examiners of the Board. 
Regret was expressed at the loss of Miss Milne from the teaching Staff of the Upper Hutt 
School, and confidence expressed in Miss Duncan, her successor. Reference was also made 
to the gymnastic appliances erected in the various School grounds, and they were pleased to 
see that, apart from the object of their erection, viz., for strengthening  the  muscles, they also 
encouraged regular attendance . The balance-sheet showed a surplus of £12 11s. The  report 
was unanimously adopted, and a cordial vote of thanks accorded the  Committee The  



outgoing Chairman, Mr. Jack, who has just loft the district, was accorded a special vote of 
thanks. The following gentlemen were unanimously elected a committee for the  next twelve 
months : — Messrs. Haybittle, Cotter, Hagan, Golder, Johnston, Martin, and Richardson. The  
newly-elected Committee afterwards mot for the election of Chairman and Secretary and 
Treasurer. For the  former office  Messrs. Cotter and Golder were nominated, and a poll 
being taken, Mr. Golder was elected. Mr. Richardson was unanimously elected Secretary and 
Treasurer. It was decided to meet as usual. 
6th May 1886 Wellington Education Board The Upper Hutt Committee wrote asking tor 
repairs to the fences and buildings under their charge The  Board decided to proceed with the 
most' necessary works if funds will allow. 
29th October 1886 Wellington Education Board Report reports on a number of schools 
recently examined by the Inspector, were laid before the Board, According to the reports, the 
Featherston school has produced the best results. The Upper Hutt, Makara, Wainui-o-mata 
and Ohariu schools  are described as moderately goad. 
4th November 1886 The  Upper Hutt School Committee have had to close the school for a 
week, owing to the  prevalence of measles in the district 
7th December 1886 At the meeting of the Upper Hutt School Committee last night, the 
Chairman (Mr. John Golder) announced that he had received a cheque for .£25 from 
Councillor Perkins, outgoing Chairman of the  Hutt County Council, to be distributed pro rata 
among the five schools of the Mungaroa Riding for prizes. Of this sum the Upper Hutt 
School receives £12 12s, and the others about £3 each. It is needless to say that a hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded the donor 
20th December 1886 UPPER HUTT. The annual distribution of prizes took place on Friday 
last at the three schools  under the Upper Hutt School Committee. Owing to the very kind 
thoughtfulness of Mr. Perkins, who placed the sum of .£25 at the disposal of the Committee, 
the prizes were more  numerous and of more intrinsic value than on previous occasions. At 
the Whiteman's Valley School the prizes were distributed by Mr. R. Hogan, and at the 
Mungaroa by Mr. Golder (Chairman of the county) and Mr. Benge. At the Upper Hutt the 
boys' prizes were distributed by Mr. Golder, and the girls' by Mr B. H. Barton. At this school 
the parents and friends of several of the children assembled, and the room was very tastefully 
decorated by the children. Mr. Golder in a few well-chosen sentences gave the children some 
good wholesome advice. He told them that he hoped they would turn their learning to 'good 
account— that they would employ it so as to be a source of gratification to themselves, their 
parents, and those with whom they were brought in contact through life — and, above all, 
that they would not forget their duty to their Creator. He said it was only too common ft 
complaint to hear parents grumble about the bother children caused at home during the 
holidays. He hoped this would not be said of them, but that they would make the holidays 
equally felt as such by those at home by assisting- in the domestic duties, - and by being 
obedient, willing, and self denying. After the distribution, Mr. Godber called for three cheers 
for Mr. Perkins, three cheers for Mrs. Barton and the ladies present, and three cheers for the 
teachers. Mr. Hurley, the headmaster, then called for three cheers for Mr. Godber and the 
School Committee, and three cheers for Mrs. Sharp, of "Wellington, through whose 
generosity the children were supplied that day with plenty of buns and ginger beer. The call 
was heartily responded to, and the proceedings terminated. The following is the prize list : — 



Sewing — M. Cudby (best in school), K. Hurley, T. Johnston, E. Mabey, N. Kearney, J. 
Pearson, L. Mabey, M. Mabey, M. Crook, N. Hagan, E. Robinson, M. Gregory. Good 
attendance—Mary Cudby, Katie Hurley, Annie Hurley (highest in school), Henry Cudby, 
John Pearse, James Johnston, Charles Till, John Johnston, Nollie Hagan, Lottie Pearse, Fred 
Ashton, Alexander Golder. Proficiency : Girls— T. Johnston, A. Hurley, L. Mabey, J. 
Pearson, M. Brown, E. Richardson, L. Crook, J. Keys, N. Kearney, M. Crook, S. Johnston, C. 
Short, M. Tuomey, N. Hagan, M. McCrossan, L. Pearse, M. Paul, E. Martin, A. Brown, E. 
Miller, N. Mabey, A. McWhinney, J. Davis, M. Gregory, A. Hodgetts, L. Pearson, E. 
Robinson, M. Richardson, N. Small, M. Unsworth, A. Taylor. Boys— P. Davis, J. Johnston, 
J. Palmer, C. Cotter, H. Unsworth, P. Haybittle, G. Brown, J. Johnson, J. Pearse, E. Johnston, 
A. Martin, J. Paul, R Haybittle, J. Johnson, A. Schwartz, F. Sowerby, C. Till, C. Town, W. 
Taylor, L. Wilkie, J. Richardson, A. Town, H. Searancke, A. Cudby, J. Woodmass P. Small, 
G. Wilkins, T. Cudby, T. Gregory, A. Gregory, F. Ashton, A. Golder, R. Hodgetts, J. Miller, 
R. Mabey, M. Tuomey. 
 

1887	
1887 111 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 

 
Master  £  250.00  

1887 111 Upper Hutt Treadwell Laura 
 

Assistant Female  £    90.00  
1887 111 Upper Hutt Duncan Annie 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

30th March 1887 Wellington Education Board  Applications for votes for shelter-sheds at 
Taueru, Upper Hutt, Mungaroa, and Whiteman's Valley were .received. The Board voted £10 
for the erection of a shed at Taueru and decided to instruct the committees to give an estimate 
of. the cost of the proposed sheds at Upper Hutt, Whiteman's Valley and Mungaroa. 
………….It was decided to transfer Miss Boulcott to the Taita  
27th April 1887 Wellington Education Board Assistant at Upper Hutt, Miss L. Treadwell; 
salary £90. 
27th April 1887 Wellington Education Board The sum of .£l2 was voted towards the cost of 
erecting shelter-sheds it the Upper Hutt. 
27th April 1887 The  annual meeting' at the Upper Hutt was hold in the local schoolroom on 
Monday. Mr. E. Rawson  was voted to the chair, and there were about 40 householders 
present. The outgoing chairman, Mr. J. Golder, read the annual report, which showed that the 
schools had done very good work during the year, and that they compared more than 
favourably with the other schools of the Wellington education district. Very great regret was 
expressed at the transfer of Miss Boulcott, at her own request to the Taita School. The  
committee claimed credit for several necessary works which had been done during the year 
and individually expressed a wish to be relieved of office. The balance sheet showed that the 
three schools under their control had £3 5s now to their credit. The  report and balance-sheet 
were adopted. The  election of a committee for the ensuing year was then proceeded with, 
when on a ballot the following were declared duly elected:— Messrs. McHattie, Richardson, 
"Rawson, Hagan, Golder, Mabey; and Haylittle. The  last-named having tied with Mr. 
Johnston, another candidate, was elected by the casting vote of the chairman. The  new 
committee then met, when Mr. Richardson was chosen chairman and Mr. Rawson secretary 
and treasurer 



1st July 1887 Public Schools Drawing Examination successful candidates included Freehand 
Darwin: Chas G Cotter, Luce Crook, Katie Hurley,  
28th September 1887 Wellington Education Board The Upper Hutt Committee applied for a 
sum of money with which to effect repairs. The Board decided to obtain an estimate of the 
coat 

30th November 1887 The Board of Education wore asked this morning by the Upper Hutt 
Committee whether they could charge for the instruction given, so as to enable them to meet 
the expenses of the school, the capitation allowance having been reduced. The Chairman 
explained that no fees could be  charged by any committee, and it was decided to point this 
out to the writers of the letter under notice. 
 

1888	
24th April 1888 The  meeting for the election of a committee for the Upper Hutt, Mungaroa, 
and Whiteman's Valley Schools was held at the Upper Hutt School. More than usual interest 
seemed to be taken in the election, there being 55 householders present, although there was 
no apparent issue involved. Eight candidates were proposed, and the following seven were 
declared elected:— Messrs. E. Rawson, G. McHattie, S. Harper, 6. Benge, R. Hagan, J. 
Mabey, and P. Johnson. At the meeting of the new committee, held immediately afterwards, 
Mr. Rawson was elected Chairman, and Mr. Harper Secretary and Treasurer. 
26th April 1888 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt, L 6, for repairs to teacher’s 
residence [L was regularly used for the £ sign if the type machine being used did not have a £ 
sign] 
29th August 1888 Wellington Education Board Applications from the Upper Hutt Committee 
for £10 for shelter-sheds, and from the Paikakariki Committee for a vote for repairs to the 
playground were also refused. 
30th August 1888 It was resolved not to grant the application of Miss Clara Meager to be 
allowed to receive instruction from Mr Lewis, Assistant master of the Thorndon School,' in 
which school she is engaged.’ In applying, she stated that she resides at the Upper Hutt, and 
is . detained in town too late through attending the ordinary pupil teachers’ classes. 
29th September 1888 The examination of the Taita, Upper Hutt, and Mungaroa schools has 
been completed by Mr. Lee, Inspector of the Board of Education. The results are as follows 
Upper Hutt School— Total number presented, 136, of which 31 were below Standard I. In 
Standard I. 20 were j presented and 20 pAssistanted. In Standard 11. 17 were presented, 1 
was absent, 8 failed, and 8 pAssistanted. In Standard 111. 19 were presented , 1 was 
excepted, 4 failed, and 14 pAssistanted. In Standard IV. 21 were presented, 2 failed, and 19 
pAssistanted. In Standard V. 10 were 'presented, 1 was absent, 2 were excepted, 3 failed, and 
4 pAssistanted. In Standard VI. 7 were presented, 1 was absent, 2 failed, and 4 pAssistanted. 
In Standard VII. the only one presented pAssistanted.  

1888 107 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 
 

Master  £  235.00  
1888 107 Upper Hutt Duncan Annie 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

1888 107 Upper Hutt Evans Mabel 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    25.00  



31st October 1888 Wellington Education Board eave was given to the Upper Hutt Committee 
to sell their old school house, for which it is stated .£7 can be obtained, and to expend the 
money in erecting new shelter sheds. 
31st October 1888 Inspector’s report to Wellington Education Board included Upper Hutt 
and Mangaroa not quite satisfactory ……The reports on the Upper Hutt , Taita, and 
Mungaroa schools were similarly dealt with, members of the Board emphasising their 
opinions that efficiency in arithmetic must be regarded as a crucial test of a teacher's 
capabilities 
23rd November 1888 5 Upper Hutt students were sitting for scholarship examinations held by 
the Wellington Education Board  
27th November 1888 Petitions from the settlers at Wallaceville and Mungaroa, praying for 
the severance of those districts from the Upper Hutt, are to be considered by the Board of 
Education to-morrow. At present the school in each of the districts mentioned is controlled by 
the Upper Hutt committee, but the settlers at Mungaroa and Wallaceville are anxious that 
each should be managed by a separate body. 
 

1889	

13th February 1889 Pupil Teacher Examinations Wellington Education Board PAssistanted 
2nd Year Mabel Evans Upper Hutt and Agnes Evans Upper Hutt Manel was at Upper Hutt 
School but Agnes was not registered on any schools staffing  
4th March 1889 Mr J Hurley was elected president of the Wellington Branch of the New 
Zealand Education Institute  
18th March 1889 Cricket A match was played on Saturday at Petone between a team from the 
Upper  Hutt School and one from the Petone School. The Upper Hutt team won by nine 
wickets and two runs. The return match is to be '. played next Saturday at Upper Hutt 
25th March 1889 The  return match between the  Upper Hutt School Cricket Club and a 
combined team from Whiteman's Valley and Mungaroa Schools was played on Saturday in 
the Railway Hotel paddock, Upper Hutt. The local team defeated the  visitors by 45 runs. 
24th April 1889 UPPER HUTT. The  attendance of householders was small when compared 
with other years. The following gentlemen were proposed and elected : — Messrs, Rawson 
(Chairman), Hayward (Secretary), Golder, Cranch, Makin, Hagan, and Thompson. 
24th April 1889 Wellington Education Board Tenders are to be called to paint Upper Hutt 
school buildings 
18th May 1889 Mr J. R- Blair, chairman of the Education Board, accompanied by Mr T. 
Turnbull, architect, and Mr A. Dorset, secretary to the Board, proceeded to the Upper Hutt 
yesterday to make investigations in connection with applications for repairs at the Upper Hutt 
and Wallaceville schools. – 
21st May 1889 Upper Hutt School. —As a result of the visit of the chairman, architect, and 
secretary of the Education Board to the Upper Hutt last week, it has been decided to call for 

1889 99 Upper Hutt Hurley Jeremiah 
 

Head Master  £215.00  
1889 99 Upper Hutt Treadwell Laura 

 
Assistant Female  £ 85.00  

1889 99 Upper Hutt Williams Mary 
 

Pupil Teacher  £35.00  



tenders immediately for painting the school buildings, covering the master's residence with 
iron, and papering some of the rooms, which, in consequence of damage done by the recent 
rains, are in need of such repairs. The visitors had proposed to visit the Wallaceville School 
also, but wore prevented by the unfavourable weather from doing so 
27th September 1889 Inspectors report Upper Hutt. — There  is much weakness in arithmetic 
throughout the   school, especially in Standards II., III., IV.. and VI. Analysis of sentences in 
Standard VI. was not known. Much more work in many subjects should be  got through in the 
year,_ and iv should be more thorough in quality, indicating greater painstaking on  the part 
of pupils and teachers 
30th September 1889 The results of the examinations of the Upper Hutt and Taita Schools by 
Mr R. Lee are as follow ; Upper Hutt—Standard VII, presented 3. pAssistanted 2; Standard 
VI., presented 4, pAssistanted 0; Standard V., presented 16, excepted 1 pAssistanted 13 ; 
Standard IV., presented 11 excepted 1, pAssistanted 5 ; Standard III., presented 13, excepted 
1, pAssistanted 9; Standard 11., presented 29, absent 2, excepted 2  pAssistanted 18 ; 
Standard 1., presented 18 pAssistanted 17- Preparatory Class 29; totals presented 123, absent 
2, excepted 5, failed 23, pAssistanted 64. 
4th October 1889 First Grade Art Examination for Wellington Education Board Upper 
Hutt.— A. Cudby, R. Haybittle, J. Johnson, M. Mabey, J. Morrow, M. Paul, L. Pearse, W. 
Unsworth, W. Leonard (a). 
31st October  1889 Wellington Education Board The question of establishing a side school at 

the Upper Hutt was allowed to stand over.   
8th November 1889 The children attending the Upper Hutt School were granted a holiday to-
day to celebrate their success in the recent drawing examination. 
27th November 1889 The resignation of Mr. J. Hurley, head teacher at the Upper Hutt. as 
from the end of April next, was accepted this morning by the Board of Education 
 

1890	
18th January 1890 ho Jubilee Celebration Committee wrote to the Railway Commissioners a 
few days ago asking for concessions to school children wishing to take part in the fete on 
Wednesday, and have received a reply from Mr. B. Dawson, Traffic Manager, who states that 
it has been decided to carry the children in parties at the rate of four for each first-class 
Saturday return ticket. Bona fide teachers accompanying pupils will he carried at the rate of 
two for every such ticket. Return fares will be as follow :— From Upper Hutt— Any four 
children, 5s 5d ; any two teachers, 5s 5d.. …….Children travelling other than in recognised 
school parties will have to pay ordinary rates. The letter was read at the meeting of the  
committee last evening, and the secretary (Mr. McKenzie) remarked that the concessions 
were very libera 
30th January 1890 Wellington Education Board Made an appointment for the  Head Master’s 
Position at Upper Hutt Salary  £ 230 and House 21 applicants 

1890 100 Upper Hutt Connell F W 
 

Head Master  £  205.00  
1890 100 Upper Hutt Treadwell Laura 

 
Assistant Female  £    85.00  

1890 100 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    15.00  



11th February 1890 The appointment of Mr. F. W. Connell, late of Waikiekie, to the 
headmastership of the Upper Hutt School has been approved by the local committee [The 
only Waikiekie Schools in new Zealand in 1889 were the East and West Schools of that name 
in the Whangarei Area, Mr Robert Perry was head of these two part time schools ] But 
Frederick J Connell was at Waihakeke school in the Wairarapa where Mary Connell was the 
sewing teacher. 
29th April 1890 t the annual meeting of householders  last night Mr. H. E. Rawson presided, 
and about 20 were present. The  report which was read was not altogether satisfactory, a 
result brought about by the  changes in the teaching staff during the year. A small balance to 
credit was shown in the statement of accounts. The voting for the new committee resulted in 
the  following gentlemen being elected :— Messrs. H E Rawson, C. Fitzpatrick, R. Hogan, 
Alex. Martin, A. Hayward, J. Golder, and J. Thompson, Sen. Mr. A, Hayward was afterwards 
elected Chairman, and it was arranged to hold the meetings on the second Saturday of each 
month. 
28th May 1890 Wellington Education Board The application of the  Upper Hutt Committee 
for a new shelter shed in lieu of the , old school building was ordered to stand over. 
4th June 1890 TO THE EDITOR. Sir— It seems hardly credible  but nevertheless true, that 
for n, considerable) p:riod extending over ten years every successive Committee have urged 
upon the Education Board the necessity for the erection of wot weather sheds for this school, 
and I see that this humble request of the present Committee has again been shelved by the 
Board at their last meeting. It is scarcely conceivable  why a large school, having an average 
attendance of about 110, should be left for so many years without this necessary appendage, 
especially as three fourths of the  children are unable to go homo during luncheon hour— 
residing from two to three  miles distant. The only place of refuge now in wet  weather is the 
remains of the old school building which, however, being almost roofless, is utterly useless 
for this purpose. No doubt many cases of illness and death amongst the children in thin 
district, if properly investigated, could be traced home to the neglect of the Board. I can speak 
personally of one case myself whereby a bright boy's life was sacrificed through being 
obliged during a wet day to eat his luncheon under the water-tank (the best shelter 
obtainable), thereby saturating his clothes to the akin. When he got home in the afternoon he 
took to his bed, and never recovered. Surely when funds are so plentiful that a liberal increase 
can be made in the travelling allowance of an already well paid Inspector, a few paltry 
pounds should not be withheld for the comfort of the   children of struggling and industrious 
settlers.  
I am, &c, Parent. Upper Hutt, 2nd June 
30th October 1890 Wellington Education Board L2O to the Upper Hutt Committee towards 
the cost of new sheds (less the amount of the proceeds of the sale of the old schoolhouse), [L 
stands for the pound sign not found on some type setting machines] 
[There was no mention of a fare well for Mr Hurley] 

 

1891	

1891 91 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W 
 

Head Master  £  205.00  



28th January 1891  The question of a shelter shed for the  Upper Hutt School was left in the 
hands of the Chairman 
6th February 1891 Jane Pearson pAssistanted her first year Pupil Teachers Examination 
13th March 1891 Miss Evans, who was for some time connected with the Kindergarten 
School at South Kensington, has been engaged by the Board of Education to visit several of 
the schools in the city and suburbs, and give the infant class  the benefit of her experiences. 
Miss Evans has already visited the Terrace, Newtown, and Te Aro Schools, and was engaged 
to-day at the Kaiwarra School. She will be at 'Thorndon on the 16th and 17th at the Hutt on 
the 18th and 19th, at the Taita on the 20th, at Johnsonville on the 23rd and 24th, at Petone on 
the 25th, and at the Upper Hutt on the 27th. The engagement terminates at the end of the 
present month. Miss Evans is a sister-in-law of Mr. Grundy, headmaster at the Clyde • quay 
school 
29th April 1891 largo number of householders attended ai the Upper Hutt School on Monday 
night to receive the report of the out-going Committee, and elect  a new Committee, for the 
ensuing year. Mr. Hayward was voted to the chair. The report stated that through expenditure 
carried out during the  year the school now possessed shed" accommodation second to no 
other school in the province The highest average weakly number on the roll during the year 
was 135, and the highest number in attendance on any day was 122. The Committee record 
their appreciation of the thorough manner iv which the work of the school had been carried 
on by the head master and his staff. Out of 123 pupils presented at the annual examination 
there were only 11 failures, and of 27 from the higher standards, who were sent up for the 
First Grade Geometry Certificate 23 pAssistanted, five of the certificates being marked good 
and one excellent. The Committee thanked those ladies and gentlemen who holm d to provide 
the children with a treat and sports. The Treasurer's report showed a small balance in hand. 
The report and balance-sheet were  adapted. Mr. A. Martin proposed, "That a hearty vote of 
thanks be. given to the headmaster (Mr. Connell) and his Assistants, for the very satisfactory 
manner in which they had conducted the school for the past year." This was seconded by Mr. 
G. Brown, jun., and carried with acclamation. Votes of thanks were also accorded to the out- 
going Committee, the Chairman and the Secretary being  specially mentioned for the interest 
taken by them in School matters. The following gentlemen were duly elected to form the 
Committee for the  ensuing year :— Messrs. G. Brown, C. Cudby, C. Fitzpatrick, 0. Francis, 
R. Hagan, A. Hayward. and A. Martin. At the first meeting of the new Committee Mr. A. 
Martin was elected Chairman, and Mr. A. Hayward Secretary 
30th April 1930 Wellington Education Board An application for £15 for repairs to teacher’s 
residence at the Upper Hutt was referred to the chairman with power to act 
12th November 1891 First Grade drawing examination Upper Hutt.— Agnes Brown, G. H. 
Brown, T. Cudby G. T. Wilkins. 
 

1892	
1892 97 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W 

 
Head Master  £  205.00  

1892 97 Upper Hutt Treadwell Laura 
 

Assistant Female  £    85.00  

1891 91 Upper Hutt Treadwell Laura 
 

Assistant Female  £    85.00  
1891 91 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    15.00  



1892 97 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    20.00  
11th February 1892 Jane Pearson now classified  as a year 2 pupil teacher 
28th April 1892 Wellington Education Board Miss L Treadwell allowed leave of absence for 
three months. according to regulations 
27th July 1893 Wellington Education Board An application from the Upper Hutt Committee 
for a vote of £9, with which to erect a new chimney in the teacher's residence, was granted, 
provided tbs Chairman and the carpenter are satisfied the work should be carried out. 
5th August 1892 Arbor Day At Upper Hutt, also, the school grounds were planted <by the 
scholars. 
26th October 1892 Wellington Education Board Drawing competition Upper Hutt L Avery 
pAssistanted 
4th November 1892 In connection with the  piano fund of the Upper Hutt School, a concert is 
advertised for to-morrow evening. 
17th December 1892 ho Upper Hutt School broke up on Thursday, and in the  evening about 
200 residents responded to an invitation to a musical entertainment given by the children of 
the  upper standards. For nearly two hours the pupils entertained their visitors with selections, 
both vocal and instrumental. The new school piano was used — a very fine instrument, of 
which the children are justly proud. Many of the songs were above the average of school 
songs— a German round and a song in English set to a German air being particularly well 
rendered. The chair was occupied by Mr. Martin, Chairman of the  School Committee. 
 

1893	
1893 82 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W 

 
Head Master  £  225.00  

1893 82 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C 
 

Assistant Female  £    70.00  
1893 82 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    25.00  

25th January 1893 Wellington Education Board A letter was read from the Upper Hutt 
Committee applying for assistance towards the formation of a school library. The Inspector 
suggested that the Board should present a dozen books to each library. Mr. Young questioned 
whether the Board's funds would stand the expenditure. The Inspector thought the annual 
expenditure need not be more than .£10 10s. The Chairman suggested that the Board should 
authorise the Inspector to make contributions to the school libraries, the cost not to exceed 
£50 per annum. Mr. Young— l am agreeable ; but will the funds stand it? The Chairman — I 
think" so. I think we are justified in providing the elder children with a wider range of 
reading than is afforded by their ordinary school books. On the motion of Dr. Newman, 
seconded by Mr. Fitzherbert, it was resolved to place £50 in the Inspector's hands for the 
purchase of books tor country school libraries. An application by the Upper Hutt Committee 
for the repair of the roof of the school was referred to the Board's carpenter. 
9th February 1893 Jane Pearson was classified as a third year pupil teacher 
6th April 1893 Inspector Lee’s report on Pupil Teachers was this comment Of the 77 students 
who were examined in all the work for the year, the examiners commend Ella Barron, May 
Christie (Newtown), Mary H. Wilson, George Jones, Jane Pearson (Upper Hutt), Ethel Reith, 
and Clara Wood (Mount Cook Girls) for the   excellence of their answers. 



7th April 1893 Miss Laura Treadwell, of the Upper Hutt, applied to be transferred to 
Wellington, as otherwise she would have to resign. —The matter was ordered to stand over 
for the present. [At the end of 1893 Laura Treadwell was teaching at Mount Cook Girls’ . She 
did not teach for the Wellington Education Board again  
26th April 1893 Barely a dozen householders were present, Mr. A. Martin in the chair. The 
report of the outgoing Committee complained of irregular attendance on the part of some 
families. The Committee had gone through all the forms which the Education Act provided in 
regard to irregular attendance, but they refrained from haying the parents brought before the 
Magistrate's Court, as their term of office had nearly closed. They strongly recommended 
their successors to take active steps in the matter. The reports from the inspectors showed the 
school to he in a highly satisfactory condition. There were only 5 per cent, of failures at the 
annual examination, and the Inspector's return stated that "class subjects from Standard VII. 
to Standard 11., inclusive, were excellent." The report was adopted, and votes of thanks were 
pAssistanted to the outgoing Committee and to the teachers. The election of the new 
Committee resulted in the return of Messrs. C. Cudby, J. B. Dalton, R.« Dick, J. Golder, A. 
Martin, F. Paul, and C. Williams. At a meeting of the new Committee Mr. A. Martin was 
elected Chairman, and Mr. Golder Secretary and Treasurer. 
12th June 1893 On the  hills around the Upper Hutt  the snow was fully a foot deep yesterday, 
while in the township and as far as the  Silverstream Bridge it was three inches deep on flats. 
The  railway metals were completely hidden. The  first train up at 6 o'clock this morning 
(goods), had hard work in reaching the Mungaroa Flat. Snowballs three feet in diameter, the 
work of youngsters in the district, are to be seen every few hundred yards. Such a heavy fall 
has not been known within the  recollection of old Bottlers. The Upper Hutt school children 
have a snow man 10 foot [3.08 Metres] high in their play-ground 
28th June 1893 Wellington Education Board Mrs. Waugh was appointed co wing teacher at 
the  Upper Hutt School. Repairs required to the Upper Hutt School would, it was stated, be 
attended to later on 
12th July 1893 Wellington Education Board Bertha Aldrich appointed Assistant 
17th July 1893 The Secretary of the Ballance Memorial Committee desires to acknowledge 
the following additional subscriptions :—Mr and Mrs Sievright (Gisborne), L 5 5s; Upper. 
Hutt State School children, 5s 2d ; 
26th July 1893 Wellington Education Board The  Finance Committee recommended that the 
salary of Miss Treadwell be continued at the  rate of .£80 per annum in consideration of the 
fact that she has been transferred from the  Upper Hutt school, where she was receiving a 
salary of .£85 
13th December 1893 he secretary of the Upper Hutt Committee (Mr J. Golder) waited upon 
the board and asked that the interior of the school should be painted during the holidays. The 
board agreed to this request, 
 

1894	
1894 82 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W 

 
Head Master  £  225.00  

1894 82 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C 
 

Assistant Female  £    80.00  



24th April 1894 At the meeting of householders of Upper Hutt, Mr. A. Martin occupied the  
chair. The report of the outgoing Committee stated that the school ground had been gravelled 
as far aa funds would allow ; the school had boon repaired and painted ; a new fence erected ; 
and new desks supplied. The Inspector's reports on the working of the school were highly 
satisfactory. Votes of thanks were pAssistanted to the outgoing Committee and to the  
teachers. The following were then elected as the new Committee :—: — Messrs J Brown, C. 
Fitzpatrick. A. Hayward, J. Leddy, A. Martin, F. Paul, and C. Williams. At the first meeting 
of the now Committee, Mr. A. Martin was elected Chairman, and Mr. A. Hay ward Secretary. 
29th June 1894 Wellington Education Board Alterations of vacation asked by the Upper Hutt 
and Mangatainoka Committees were granted\ 
25th August 1894 The Inspectors will visit Upper Hutt school on the 3rd and 4th September  
10th December 1894 Upper Hutt School contributed £1 7 shillings to the SS Wairarapa Fund 
[Passenger  Ship ran aground on Great Barrier Island] 

1895-1896	

13th February 1895 Jane Pearson pAssistanted her Fourth Year Pupil Teacher Examination 
20th March 1895 The children of the  Hutt and Petone schools  are enjoying a railway 
excursion to Greytown  to-day. The Upper Hutt school ! children are  to be brought to town 
tomorrow, arriving here shortly after 9 am. 
21st March 1895 The Upper Hutt School children are in town to-day, having been brought in 
by the Railway Department to the number 'of 75 children and 45 adults. Mr. Golder, 
Chairman of the ' Committee, three teachers, and two members of the Committee, are  
looking after the youngsters, who bare been taken over the Parliamentary and Departmental 
Buildings, the Museum, Government Printing Office, Telegraph Office, and Telephone 
Bureau. The party dined at Bodley's rooms, and in the afternoon saw the Evening Post printed 
31st May 1895 Meetings of householders for the election of school committees are to be held 
in the schoolrooms at Whakataki, Gladstone, Upper Hutt, Kereru, Judgeford and Kilbirnie on 
Monday, 17th June, at 8 p.m. [Held because School Committees were not elected in April 
when the elections were held] 
18th June 1895 A meeting of Upper Hutt householders was held last night. An excellent 
report on the hat examination from the Inspectors was placed before the meeting. The report 
from the outgoing Committee stated that the school had been closed for eight weeks on 
account of an outbreak of diphtheria ; congratulated the teachers on the condition of the 
school  ; and made special reference to the fact  that Miss Pearson, having been successful in 
her examinations each year, had now completed her apprenticeship. The Treasurer's report 
showed a credit balance  of £5 19s 11d. Nine names were proposed for the new Committee, 

1894 82 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    36.00  

1895 106 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W 
 

Head Master  £  225.00  
1895 106 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

1895 106 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    36.00  
1896 109 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W 

 
Head Master  £  225.00  

1896 109 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C 
 

Assistant Female  £    80.00  
1896 109 Upper Hutt Pearson Jane 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    39.00  



and a ballot resulted in the return of Messrs. Dalton, Fitzpatrick, Golder, Greig, Leddie, 
McCulloch, and Paul. The new Committee afterwards met, when Mr. Golder was elected 
Chairman, and Mr. Greig Secretary and Treasurer. 
29th June 1895 Mr F W Connell of Upper Hutt was Vice President of the Wellington Branch 
of NZEI which held held its annual meeting in Wellington on Saturday Morning 
9th August 1895 The Inspectors are to inspect Upper Hutt school on the 26th, 27th and 28th 
August 
7th January 1896 The school excursions instituted by the Railway Department last year are 
very popular. The Upper Hutt Catholic Sunday school, and Lower Hutt Catholic day-school, 
purpose making a trip to Featherston next week ; and the Upper Hutt State school is arranging 
a trip to Masterton. 
13th February 1897 The children attending the Upper Hutt School had their annual excursion 
to Masterton on Tuesday. They went up by the ordinary train, there being about 150 children 
and 70 adults, and they were accompanied by the headmaster (Mr W. F. Connell), the 
Assistant teachers (Misses Aldrich and Pearson), and the following members of the School 
Committee: —Messrs Colder (chairman), Greig, Paul, Dalton, Leddy and McCulloch. After 
lunching at Mr Wickens’ they visited the park, fishponds, &c. and returned home by the 
afternoon train. 
20th March 1896 Mr. F. W. Connell, the headmaster of the Upper Hutt School, has for some 
weeks past been giving instruction in swimming to as many of his boys as care to place 
themselves under his tuition. The children are taken to the river after school hours one 
afternoon each week, and many of them have already become expert swimmers. 
25th March 1896 It was decided to allow swimming to be taught in school hours at the Upper 
Hutt. 
17th August 1896 Mr T Fleming inspector to inspect Upper Hutt on  31st AUGUST and 1st 
September  
21st December 1896 Exhibition Notes included The children of the Upper Hutt School, with 
their teachers and friends, visited the Exhibition to-day. This afternoon special arrangements 
were made for their amusement, in addition to the prearranged elocutionary contests 
programme 
22nd December 1896 The Upper Hutt School Children and their friends spent a very pleasant 
day in the Exhibition yesterday, and were regaled with Punch and Judy, the elocution 
contests, &c 
 

1897	
1897 110 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W E1 Head Master  £  225.00  
1897 110 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

1897 110 Upper Hutt Evans Amy  
 

Pupil Teacher  £    20.00  
1897 110 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    20.00  

23rd February 1897 Jane Pearson qualified as a trained teacher in the recent examinations  
15th March 1897 The Education Board invite application* for the positions of first Assistant 
master at Masterton school, mistress of the Taratahi West school, and pupil teachers for the 
Upper Hutt school. 



17th March 1897 The swimming competitions of the Upper Hutt School took place in the 
Hutt River yesterday afternoon. The following events were got off :— Maiden Race— J. 
Martin, 1; A. Fitzpatrick, 2. Over 13 years of age— J. Wilkins, 1 ; Fred Whiteman 2. Under 
13 years of age— M. Connell, 1 ; W. Greig, 2. Open Race— G. Wilkins, 1 V. Golder, 2. 
Across the river— F. Whiteman, 1 ; M. Connell, 2. Diving for Plates— W. Greig Long 
Dive— W. Wilkins, 1 ; J. Wilkins, 2. Neatest Header— H. Robinson and W. Greig, equal.\ 
1st April 1897 Mrs.[Miss]  Pearson, who has had charge of the infant room in the Upper Hutt 
School for the past six years, was yesterday presented by the Chairman of the School 
Committee, acting on behalf of the  school children and teachers, with a tea-set, tray, and 
spoons, regret being expressed by the spokesman that the school was about to lose the 
services of a painstaking and popular teacher. Cheers were given by the boys, and good 
wishes expressed for Miss Pearson's future. 
27th April 1897 School Committee Messrs. Allan, Gamer, Greig, Keys, Leddy, McCulloch, 
mid Paul form the new Committee. Mr. 'McCulloch was elected Chairman and Mr. Greig 
Secretary and Treasurer. 
10th May 1897 Cotter— Pearson.— On 20th April, at St. John's Church, Upper Hutt, by the 
Rev. P. L. Cameron, Charles Pierce, eldest son of the late Thomas Cotter, of Silverstream, to 
Hannah Jane, youngest daughter of the late Peter Pearson, of Trentham. 
3rd June 1897 Wellington Education A sum of £22 was granted for building a shed and doing 
asphalting work at the Upper Hutt. 
3rd June 1897 Wellington Education Board proposed to change the way scholarships were 
conducted. Upper Hutt was listed in C Schools with rolls between 100 and 200. List A 
Schools were all Wellington City schools with large rolls. List B Schools with rolls over 200 
included Hutt with  225 and Petone with 515. There were 98 schools in the Wellington 
Education Board area with rolls of less than 100. This was why Education Board’s always 
struggled as overseeing a  small school cost the same as a large school but the income from 
the Department of Education was based on roll numbers 
1st July 1897 Wellington Education Board b was decided not to grant an additional shelter 
shed at the   Upper Hutt. A request for asphalting at the same place, was referred to the 
inspector; [See 3rd of June report. One of the pieces may be correct] 
29th July 1897 Messrs Lee and Fleming to inspect Mungaroa and Upper Hutt on the 23rd of 
August 

18th December 1897  The Upper Hutt School broke up for the Christmas holidays on ' 
Thursday afternoon. In the absence of Mr. McColloch, Chairman of the School Committee, 
the Secretary (Mr. Greig) presented the prizes as follows :— Upper Standard VII. — Eunice 
Browne, 1 ; Ellen Browne, 2. Standard VII. — John Martin, 1 ; Margaret Woodmass, 2 ; 
Claire Haybittle, 3. Standard VI. — William Greig, 1 ; Melbourne Connell, 2 ; Charles 
Garner, 3. Standard V.— Kate Fitzpatrick, 1 ; Eva McColloch, 2 ; William Martin, 3. 
Standard IV.— Donald McCurdie, 1 ; John Scrimshaw, 2; Esther Paul and Kate Wilkins 
(equal), 3. Standard III.—Baynton Condon, 1; Maurice Browne, 2; Norman Butler, 3. 
Standard ll.— John Leddy, 1 ; Kathleen Connell, 2 ; Mary Leddy, 3. Standard I.— Thomas 
Golder, 1 ; Allan Wilkie and Harry Garner (equal), 2; Ethel Wilkins, 3. The Standard prizes 
were given in accordance with work done at the Inspector^ annual examination. Special 



prizes for attendance and extra subjects were won by W. Golder, Ellen Wilkins, John Paul, 

Elsie Boyd, Clark Allan, Eva Gard, Jessie Grange, Alfred Boyd, Ivy Greenwood, Maida 
Mabey, Annie Mulligan, Ada Pearson, Alice Keys, Peter Wilkie, Charles Cooper, Charles 
Cudby, Walter Keys, and Ada Dalton 

 

1898	
 
26th January 1898 Wellington Education Board It was decided to call for tenders for fencing 
at the Rikiorangi School, and that repairs at the Masterton, Pahiatua, Upper Hutt, and Mount 
Cook schools should be attended to at the midwinter holidays 
28th April 1898 School Committee Upper Hutt. —Rev P. Fortune, Messrs Carlson, J. 
Geange, Greenwood, Greig, McCulloch and Palmer. Mr McCulloch, chairman ; Rev P. 
Fortune, secretary and treasurer. 
6th October  1898 Wellington Education Board to obtain information in reference to 
asphalting the  Upper Hutt school-ground; to vote .£10 towards fencing of  the  Hutt river to 
prevent children being drowned; 
26th October 1898 Wellington Education Board The Upper Hutt Committee's request for a 
grant of £15 for levelling and asphalting a portion of the school ground was ordered to stand 
over until the Board had received its annual grant. 
23rd November 1898 A specimen of the New Zealand olive, sent by the schoolmaster at the 
Upper Hutt, was produced at the meeting of the Philosophical Society last evening, and 
evoked a short dissertation on olive-growing from Sir James Hector. If the olive proper was 
grafted on to the New Zealand olive, Sir James said, the trees would bear fruit in 12 months, 
or at the most two years, whereas the imported trees brought into the colony by Sir George 
Grey had taken from 13 to 17 years before they bore. Mr. Travers agreed with Sir James 
Hector, and thought the idea of grafting on to the local species a very good one 
17th December 1898 The Upper Hutt School broke up for the Christmas holidays yesterday, 
when the children were treated to an outing at Mr. W. Carlson's grounds, Trentham. Some 40 
events in the way of running and jumping were got off. Thanks were given to Dr. Purdy for 
his kindness in organising an entertainment for the benefit of the treat fund, and also to 
Messrs. Rawson, Boyd, and A. Martin for special contributions to the sports fund. Prizes for 
regular attendance are to be given when school resumes. 

1899-1900	
1899 126 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  235.00  
1899 126 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C D3 Assistant Female  £    80.00  
1899 126 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    32.00  

1898 120 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W E1 Head Master  £  225.00  
1898 120 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C D3 Assistant Female  £    80.00  
1898 120 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    25.00  

1898 120 Upper Hutt James Lily 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    20.00  



1899 126 Upper Hutt James Lily 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    25.00  
1900 130 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  235.00  
1900 130 Upper Hutt Aldrich Bertha C D3 Assistant Female  £    80.00  
1900 130 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    36.00  

1900 130 Upper Hutt James Lily 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    32.00  
 
25th April 1899 The Upper Hutt Committee elected was as follows:— The Rev. P. T. 
Fortune, Messrs. Carlson, Jacob Geange, Hallam, John Geange, J. Keys, and Palmer. At a 
meeting held immediately afterwards, the Rev. P. T. Fortune was elected Chairman and Mr. 
Hallam Secretary and Treasurer. 
31st August 1899 Wellington Education Board It was resolved to obtain more information 
concerning proposed repairs to the  Upper Hutt School 
14th December 1899 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt, dividing fence (renewed); 
[Presumably between the girls and Boys playgrounds] 
1st February 1900 Mr George Brown urged on the Board the necessity of establishing an 
infant school at the Upper Hutt. 
24th April 1900 School Committee Messrs. McCulloch, Palmer, Keys, John Geange, Jacob 
Geange, Martin, and Rev. P. T. Fortune. Rev. P. F. Fortune was afterwards elected Chairman 
and Secretary. 
29th November 1900 Wellington Education Board The Board promised a deputation from the 
Upper Hutt Committee that the teacher's residence would be overhauled and improved shelter 
sheds provided. 
 

1901-1902	
1901 122 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  235.00  
1901 122 Upper Hutt Cooper Harriet A D3 Assistant Female  £    90.00  
1901 122 Upper Hutt James Louisa Lillian 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    50.00  

1901 122 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    50.00  
1902 130 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  235.00  
1902 130 Upper Hutt Cook Amelia A E2 Assistant Female  £  105.00  
1902 130 Upper Hutt James Louisa Lillian 

 
Pupil Teacher  £    40.00  

1902 130 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen 
 

Pupil Teacher  £    40.00  
31st January 1901 Teachers salaries In a long article about proposed salaries was this piece 
Upper Hutt B C Aldrich Current salary  £80 proposed increase  £10. E Hall  £36, £14 and L 
James  £32, £8 
21st March 1901 Wellington Education Board new proposed salaries Upper Hutt. Female 
Assistant New salary  £90 a rise of  £10, Pupil Teacher  £47, £5 Pupil Teacher  £41, £5 
25th April 1901 School Committee Messrs R. Butler (secretary and treasurer), Jacob Grange, 
John Grange, S. Menzies, G. Perry, T. Scrimshaw, and J. Golder (chairman). 
31st December 1901 The  ceremony of unfurling the flag at the Upper Hutt school, before the  
adjournment for the  holidays, was performed by Mr W. H. Field, M.H.R., who gave a brief 
address. Mr J. Golder, the chairman of the school committee, also spoke. There was a largo 



attendance of the parents and friends o£ the children. A programme of sports was afterwards 
gone through at the railway recreation grounds, Upper Hutt. 
30th January 1902 Wellington Education Board Salaries adopted Upper Hutt Harriett Cooper 
Present salary £89 New salary £105 
29th April 1902 School Committee Upper Hutt. — Messrs. Gambrill, J. J. Geange, John 
Geange, Menzies, G. Perry, T. Scrimshaw, and J. W. Williams were, elected to a new 
committee, with Mr. J. W. Williams as Chairman, and Mr. T. Scrimshaw Secretary. 

26th June 1902 Wellington Education Board  Miss H A Cooper resigns  
31st July 1902 Wellington Education Board received 11 applications for position as mistress 
at Upper Hutt 
6th August 1902 Miss Cook of Wadestown has been appointed to Upper Hutt 
 

1903-1904	
1903 124 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  235.00  
1903 124 Upper Hutt Cook Amelia A E2 Mistress  £  105.00  
1903 124 Upper Hutt James Louisa Lillian 

 
Assistant Female  £    80.00  

1904 125 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  225.40  
1904 125 Upper Hutt Cook Amelia A E2 Mistress  £  105.00  
1904 125 Upper Hutt James Louisa Lillian E4 Assistant Female  £    80.00  

26th February 1903 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt, contribution for shelter sheds, 
£25. 
28th April 1903 School Committee Upper Hutt.— J. W. Williams (Chairman), Scrimshaw 
(Secretary and Treasurer), Gambrill, J. J. Geange, J. Geange, Menzies, and Perry. The  
outgoing committee reported a credit balance of £7 17s lOd. The  results of  the  annual 
examinations were of n most satisfactory character. The number of children at present on the  
roll was 162, and the average attendance 131. The  committee commented upon the  irregular 
attendance and besought the  attention of parents. Shelter sheds were urgently required at the  
school, also other improvements. The committee expressed its appreciation of the work of the  
headmaster. The    report was adopted, and a vote of thanks pAssistanted to the outgoing 
committee. 
25th June 1903 A deputation of Mungaroa Valley residents asked the  Board to provide a 
more convenient school, the settlers offered a site near the  Mungaroa Railway Station and 
said that there were 35 children who could attend. At present the nearest available school was 
at the Upper Hutt. The Chairman promised that the request would receive consideration [The 
school entitled Mangaroa was at Te Marua (Later Brown Owl) Area] 
18th December 1903 In an article on the closing of schools for the Christmas Holidays 
included. The Upper Hutt School closed down today without ceremony. 
21st March 1904 Mr. Edward Player, a very old resident of Wellington, died this morning. 
The deceased arrived from England by the ship Alfred the Great in 1859, and soon after 
Landing here he secured a position with Messrs. Bethune and Hunter. He then became «. 
schoolmaster, and for some yean hew in charge of the Upper Hutt School. He was afterwards 



Attracted to Otago by the gold discoveries there, and he spent some time in the search for the 
precious metal. 
[I could find no reference to a Mr Player teaching anywhere in New Zealand in this period. 
My records start in 1878] 
27th April 1904 School Committee Upper Hutt.— Messrs. Williams (Chairman), C. Cotter, 
Gambrill, Jacob Geange, John Geange, Leurs, and Menzies. 
25th May 1904 The local School Committee is to be congratulated upon the improvement 
lately effected for the benefit of children attending Upper Hutt School. The old school 
building erected some forty years ago has for many years past done service as a wet weather 
shed. It has now been removed and new wet weather sheds have been erected, so that 
children may be dry and comfortable on stormy days. The fences and out-buildings have been 
freshly painted and the school property has a clean and tidy appearance. The school itself and 
the headmaster’s residence need overhauling, and the committee intend making an effort to 
carry out this work in the near future. The work already done has been completed at a cost of 
£50, one-half being found by the Education Board, and the other half by the school 
committee. 
29th June 1904 The annual ball of the Upper Hutt Rifle Club, held on Friday night, was a 
great success. The hall was crowded, and as there was a most energetic committee everything 
pAssistanted off smoothly and enjoy ably. Trophies won during the past  season were 
presented to the winners by Mrs F. W. Connell and Mrs Johnson. As a mark of esteem, Mr 
Connell, the captain of the club, was presented by the members with a handsome fruit stand 
mounted in silver and suitably inscribed. [Mr Connell was also Headmaster of Upper Hutt 
School] 
6th July 1904 The Upper Hutt School Committee has provided the local school with a 
thermometer, a barometer, and a rain gauge. Each pupil in the upper classes keeps a weather 
calendar, so there are quite a number of budding ‘‘Clement Wragge’s” in the district 
[Clement Wragge was a touring weather predictor] 
30th September 1904 Wellington Education Board A deputation from Upper Hutt applied for 
a side school in connection with the present main school, which is at Trentham, and compels 
email children to walk from a mile to two and a half miles. The  deputation promised 
assistance in furnishing the proposed school and noted that the  local Town Hall was 
available at a small rental. The Chairman promised that the matter should receive attention. 
30th September 1904  Another largo deputation from the Upper Hutt urged that a side .school 
to the ono at Trentham should be  established at the Upper  Hutt, as the distance  between ono 
and two and a half miles—was too far for children between five and eight years to walk. The 
committee was prepared to furnish a side school, and some of the directors of the new Town 
Hall present were prepared  to let the hall for the  purpose at 16 shillings per month. They 
only asked them for consideration for first standard children, About fifty children would 
attend the  new school, with probably an additional thirty in a few months’ time. It was 
pointed out by another speaker that there was no station at Trentham, and children, after 
riding from Mungaroa parent, wore compelled to walk a mile (from the Upper Hutt) to the 
school. Mr Lee [Sacked as Inspector now Elected as chairman] said that investigation would 
be made, end an answer would be forwarded in due course. 



28th October 1904 Wellington Education Board an application for a side school was 
declined. 
144th December 1904 Wellington Education Board n regard to the Upper Hutt School site, 
the chairman’s action in applying to bring the title under the Land Transfer Act was 
approved, and authority was given to have a fresh survey executed. The advisability of 
requesting the Government to reserve in all cases of land purchases sufficient areas for 
purposes of school sites was also confirmed by the Board. In the matter of the school district  
boundaries,  
21st December  1904 Upper Hutt ) The schools of this district have all bro Ken up for the 
year, and the teachers will enjoy a well-earned holiday. 
 

1905-1906	
1905 141 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  225.10   House  
1905 141 Upper Hutt Cook Amelia A E2 Mistress  £  105.00  

 1905 141 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female  £    80.00  
 1906 200 Upper Hutt/SS  Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master  £  235.00   House  

1906 200 Upper Hutt/SS  Cooper Emily M D2 Assistant Female  £  110.00  
 1906 200 Upper Hutt/SS  Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female  £    90.00  
 1906 200 Upper Hutt/SS  Haldane Janet 

 
FP3  £    50.00  

 ‘SS stands for plus Side School. House means a residence is provided for the headmaster 
26th April 1905 School Committee Upper Hutt School.— Messrs. John Cudby. P. Davis, W. 
Greig (Secretary), J. .Hughes (Chairman), T. Scrimshaw, H. Smith, J. M. Williams’ 
1st September 1905 Wellington Education Board Usually a deputation is united in its claims, 
but an exception to the rule was burnished by it deputation of nine residents, of the Upper 
Hutt district which waited upon the Education Board yesterday afternoon. The first speaker, 
Mr. Lane, read an elaborately-prepared address, in which he severely criticised the  late 
School Committee of the Upper Hutt, but when Mr. Lane had Held the floor for ten minutes, 
and had not got halfway through his address the .Chairman applied the closure. Mr. Lane 
wanted the  school buildings removed to a, site midway, between the Upper Hutt and the 
Trentham railway stations. A subsequent speaker, who presented a diagram, showing the 
localities in which the children attending the school resided, said what was wanted was a 
separate side school in the township' of Upper Hutt. Mr. Walter Williams said he was a 
member of the Committee of which the previous speakers were members, but he had not seen 
the diagram just laid on the table. Observing the divided opinion, a member of the 'Board 
asked what was really wanted. The reply was : "If we could know what the Inspector had 
reported on the subject we would know what we wanted !" The. Board subsequently decided 
to send three of its members, Messrs. Allan,' McDonald, and Field, to meet the School 
Committee and residents and inspect the locality. Mr. Field said he felt inclined to move that 
a -side school for infants should be erected in the Upper Hutt proper. The Chairman intimated 
that he had received a petition from residents of Silverstream asking for a side school in their 
district. Further action, was postponed pending the report of the sub-committee 
4th September 1905 With regard to the deputation of Upper Hutt residents to the Education 
Board last week to complain of the situation of the local school, " One of the Deputants" 



writes to say that the supposed difference of opinion among them was more apparent than 
real ; one of the members only dissented from the  rest, thinking they might be asking too 
much. All the residents, says our correspondent, recognise that the school is in the 'wrong 
place to suit 90 per cent of 'those attending it, and apart from this the school is situated in a 
hollow that receives all the drainage of the surrounding 'country. As a result, in wet weather 
the  place becomes a quagmire, and the children get wet feet and colds, entailing heavy 
doctors' bills. If the school were removed  to a more healthy site nearer the centre of 
attendance, the question of enlargement could then be  considered 
15th November 1905 Upper Hutt News form the NZ Mail. The committee of the local school 
carried out a social on November 9, and as every worked well, .the function was successful in 
every way. The money obtained is to be expended on a treat for the children when they break 
up for the Christmas holidays. 
13th December 1905 Upper Hutt The local school is to break up for the Christmas Holidays 
on Thursday, and on Friday the children are to be given then annual treat 
28th February  1906 Wellington Education Board It was decided, on the  motion of Mr 
McDonald, that a side school be  established at Upper Hutt, and that a hall be rented for the 
purpose. 
10th March 1906 The Inspectors of the Wellington Education Board, in their annual report, 
speaking of the school accommodation of the district, remark that a slow but steady 
improvement is taking place every year, though in some of the oldest school buildings great 
difficulty is experienced in organising the classes on a satisfactory basis under the present 
system of staffing, as the  scale regulating the staffs of public schools is a rigid one, 
determined solely by the average attendance. It is therefore the same for a modern structure 
specially built to meet the provisions of the scale as it is for an old building, antiquated in 
design and altogether unsuited to modern requirements. Mount Cook Girls', Kaiwarra, and 
Upper Hutt are notable examples of this latter class of building. 
25th April 1906 Upper Hutt. — Great interest was shown in the meeting, the two factions, 
"Upper" v. "Lower," again being in evidence. The following committee was elected: — 
Messrs. J. Hughes (chairman), J. W. Williams (secretary), John Cudby, J. Whiteman, sen., T. 
Edwards, C. Cotter, P. Davis 
27th April 1906 Wellington Education Board The inspectors were instructed to report as to 
the suitableness of a room in the Upper Hutt Public Hall for the purposes of a side school 
2nd May 1906 The most exciting event this last week, apart from the races, was the election 
of the new school committee. There was a record attendance of householders, 144 voting-
papers being filled in. The cause of the big meeting was that one party wished to have the 
committee composed altogether of Upper Hutt residents, and another party wanted 
Silverstream and Trentham represented as well as Upper Hutt. Twenty-five candidates were 
nominated, and the following seven were elected: —Messrs Hughes, Edwards, Cudby, 
Williams, Whiteman, Cotter, and Davis. It is rumoured that a member of the Upper Hutt 
party which was defeated, have signified his intention to request the Education Board to have 
the election declared void, as he contends that Several persons who were not entitled to vote 
exercised the privilege. 
1st June 1906 Wellington Education Board No action was taken in reference to the disputed 
elections at Upper Hutt, as the  informalities, if any, could not have affected the result. 



1st June 1906 Wellington Education Board he inspector {Mr. Fleming), reporting on the 
question of granting a side school at the  Upper Hutt, stated that the present building could 
not provide adequate accommodation for the increased_ attendance. He recommended that a 
suitable site should be obtained and a room capable of holding fifty to sixty children should 
be built in such a way that additions could be made to it from time to time. The report, which 
gave exhaustive details, was approved 
2nd July 1906 Miss Cook, of the  Upper Hutt School, has been appointed mistress of the 
Kaiwarra School. 
11th July 1906  On Saturday night, in the local school, Mr A. J. McCurdy carried out his 
promise made to the  children, by giving a lantern entertainment. With the consent of the 
School Committee Mr McCurdy intends till after the annual examination to give an 
entertainment every Saturday night. All children who attend school without missing more 
than one day a week will receive a ticket entitling them to admission, and no irregular 
children will be admitted for either love or money. Mr McCurdy was given hearty cheers by 
the children at the conclusion of his first entertainment on Saturday night. 
23rd July 1906 On Saturday night Mr H. M. Banner  honorary secretary of the Wellington 
branch of the Navy League, gave a lantern entertainment and address to the pupils of the 
Upper Hutt school. His remarks were devoted to explaining  the  aims and objects of the  
league. A school branch was formed.’ 
26th July 1906 Wellington Education Board The board had under consideration the question 
of acquiring land at Maranui (Kilbirnie), Pahiatua, Lansdowne, Martinborough, Kaiwarra, 
Waiohine, Waterfalls [Tiraumea], and a site for a new high school, and Lower and Upper 
Hutt. 
11th August 1906 A meeting of residents and householders in the  Upper Hutt will' be held 
on Monday evening to discuss school matter 
14th August 1906 A meeting of householders of the Upper Hutt school district, convened by 
Mr Thomas F. Boyd, was held last nigh. Mr Cameron was voted to the chair. 
Mr Boyd explained the reasons for summoning the householders. He took exception to some 
recent events connected with the proceedings of the committee and demanded their 
resignation. 
The secretary of the committee was asked by the chairman to explain what had occurred, but 
Mr J. W. Williams (the secretary) urged he could not do so without the consent of the 
committee. As a result of the dispute between a local J.P. and the chairman of the  committee, 
legal proceedings for Assault were pending, and as the whole of the committee would be 
involved in the case as parties or witnesses, it would not be fair, when the matter was sub 
judices , to publish information. 
The  matter of establishing a side school at Upper Hutt was discussed, and attention called to 
the disgraceful state of the  county road, it being unfit for children to walk along. Ultimately, 
a number of resolutions were adopted. In each instance, on a show of hands being called, a 
score voted for the  resolution, the  remainder of the audience not voting one way or other. 
The following were the resolutions; —Moved by Messrs Carter and ' Harman—That the 
School Committee be requested to resign in a body. (Messrs P. Davis, J.P., and T. Edwards 
announced their intention of resigning if the other members would do so also). Moved by 
Messrs Laye and Davies;— That the householders of this meeting consider the action .of the 



Upper Hutt School Committee’s chairman has frustrated the establishment of a side  school, 
and that a deputation be formed to wait upon the Education Board, with a request to have a 
side-school established without delay. Moved by Messrs Greig and Davis: —That this 
meeting of householders and parents expresses its indignation at the action of the Education 
Board in opening an overflow or side-school at the Oddfellows’ Hall, alongside the present 
school, seeing that the children still have to walk from Upper Hutt to the school at Trentham. 
14th August 1906 SCHOOL TROUBLES. 
INDIGNATION MEETING AT THE UPPER HUTT. Despite the wet weather last evening, a 
fairly Large gathering of parents and householders met at the Town Hall, Upper Hutt, to 
discuss the action of the School Committee regarding the attempt of householders and 
residents to secure a side' school at the town- j ship. Mr. Cameron occupied the chair.  
Mr. Boyd, as convenor of the meeting, explained the trouble which existed between certain 
members of the committee and residents.  
The secretary of the committee (Mr. Williams), who attended in response to the invitation r 
df l 'the convenor, was asked to give an _ explanation of the procedure whereby the desire of 
the Upper | Hutt "residents for a side school in their | own immediate locality was denied by 
certain members of the committee.  
Mr. Williams replied that he could not. make a, statement without tire consent of his 
committee," as certain matters were sub judice, pending a 'legal action that was likely to 
come before the court.  
Mr. Carter then moved, "That the School Committee resign in a body," which proposition, 
seconded by Mr. Hammond, was carried upon a show of hands.  
Mr. Leys moved, "That this meeting of householders views with disfavour j the attempt of the 
chairman and certain members of the committee to frustrate their desire to secure a side 
school at the Upper Hutt, and that a deputation wait upon the Education Board to secure same 
at earliest opportunity."  
This motion was adopted in preference to an amendment moved by Mr. Williams that a 
further meeting be called within a fortnight, when certain information at present withheld 
could be furnished.  
The meeting supported a further motion, moved by. Mr. Greig : — "That this meeting 
expresses its indignation tit the  action of- the Education Board  in establishing a side school 
at Trentham in direct opposition to the wishes of those desiring the same for the Upper Hutt.  
It was suggested by one resident that the meeting should provide the means for erecting a 
school -building, independent of the board, but the proposition was not seconded.  
After further discussion, it was deemed' that as many residents as possible should form the 
deputation to the Education Board, and if no satisfaction is secured from the board, the 
Minister of Education may be appealed to. 
A vote of thanks to the chairman closed a lively meeting. 
27th August 1906 he difficulty which arose some time ago between parents resident in the 
Upper Hutt township and the Education Board regarding the establishment of a school in that 
district, appears to be on the  verge of solution. It will be remembered that the Upper Hutt 
people have' been protesting against having to send their children to Trentham to attend 
school, and have claimed that, at the least, a side-school should be provided in their township. 
A deputation from the board, consisting of the chairman (Mr. Lee), Mr. Field, and Mr. 



Fleming (inspector) has visited the locality, and selected two suitable sites, of some two and a 
half acres in extent; near the Upper Hutt township. The board will be asked to select one of 
those sites and erect upon it a school that will suit the needs of the district. 
31st August 1906 Wellington Education Board he largest deputation that has ever figured 
before the Education Board, consisting of twenty residents of Upper Hutt, led by, Mr T. M. 
Wilford, M.H.R., interviewed members yesterday afternoon, asking that the Town Hall 
should be rented as a side school for 12s 6d per week. Mr Buchanan and other members 
protested against the Board being stormed by city deputations, but Mr Hogg urged surprise 
was expressed at such a huge crowd pressing such a small request, and the Board then 
capitulated.   
31st August 1906 WAS IT THEATRICAL ? 
AN INVASION FROM UPPER HUTT.  
The long-standing question of the temporary building for the infant school at Upper Hutt was 
again brought before the Board of Education yesterday by a deputation of about seventeen 
residents of Upper Hutt, including five ladies. The Board was taken considerably by 'surprise,  
In introducing the deputation, Mr Wilford, M.H.R. for the district, said the Board was now 
paying 15s a week for the use Of the Oddfellows’ Hal! at Trentham. The Upper Hutt people 
now offered the Board their Town Hall, which was in the. centre of Upper Hutt, for 12s 6d a 
week. Mr Wilford dwelt on the importance to Upper Hutt people of not having to send their 
infants —the toddlers in wet , weather, to Trentham, a mile and a half distant. 
 Mrs Wilkie, on behalf of the ladies, said the mothers had attended in the interest of their little 
ones, to show how urgently they needed the school at Upper Hutt.  
 After the deputation retired, Mr T. W. McDonald contended that the Board could not pass  
by the representations so strongly urged.  
Some exception was taken by country representatives on the Board to any tendency of urban 
or suburban committees to take advantage of their proximity to the centre by making 
demonstrations which other committees more remote, cannot make.  
Mr W. C. Buchanan referred to the numbers of the deputation, and the theatrical manner in 
which it came, and deprecated the tactics which suggested the display. While he had the 
greatest sympathy with the educational needs of every section of the community, it was quite 
impossible for country committees to represent their wants as this deputation had done. He 
trusted town and suburban committees would bear this in mind and avoid the creation of the 
hostility liable to spring up between town and country.  
Mr Vile said he could bring down deputations of parents whose 'children had to travel not 1 
½  miles, but three miles. Some of his deputations would, talk Swedish, Norwegian, and 
German, and would need an interpreter. 
Mr Field did not, agree with Mr Buchanan as to the so-called “theatrical” display. If a number 
of people came to the Board on a matter which they considered vital,- what was the objection 
? The deputation had taken up little time. 
The Board decided to grant the request of the deputation, i.e., to rent the Town Hall at Upper 
Hutt. With regard to a site for a future permanent school at Upper Hutt, ’ it was resolved to 
advise the  Education Department to purchase sections 28, 29, -30 and 31, Queen street, 
Upper Hutt, along with a two acre section behind these, as a school site, at an approximate 
cost of about £580. 



23rd October 1906 The sequel to a rowdy school committee meeting at the Upper Hutt on 
30th July saw the appearance of Philip D. Davis before Dr. A. McArthur, S.M., yesterday 
afternoon charged with having assaulted John Edward Hughes. His Worship, after hearing 
evidence at length, dismissed the  information. Mr. Blair appeared for the prosecution, and 
Mr. Wilford for the defence. 
5th December 1906 DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF. 
A Contentious Community. 
For two or three years the people of the Upper Hutt and their School Committee have been in 
a more or less frenzied condition over their educational appliances. First their school wanted 
enlargement; then a side school was recommended; next a change of site was the chief 
requirement. So numerous have been the deputations to the Education Board that the  train 
fare, if only collected in a heap, would go a long way towards defraying the cost of a lino 
building. In response to tearful requests members of the Board have repeatedly visited this 
agitated locality and professed sympathy with the anxious parents. But no sooner has the 
Board proposed to do anything than a strong protest would issue and a combined Upper Hutt 
would declare war against the  proposition. A couple of months ago a deputation about fifty 
strong filled the Board's meeting room and eloquently pleaded that the Town Hall at the 
Upper Hutt be hired for the benefit of the infants at five shillings a week. The Board, 
delighted at being able at such a small cost to gratify, such a formidable deputation, politely 
acceded to the request. The result was made apparent at last Board meeting when the 
secretary road a letter signed by four members of the Upper Hutt School Committee, 
tendering their resignation and indignantly denouncing the Board, in which, they stated, they 
had lost all confidence. This despite the fact that the secretary and some of the members of 
the Board declared the Committee had only a few weeks before cordially endorsed the action 
taken in connection with the Town Hall! On the letter being read, the Board readily accepted 
the opportunity of purging the  Committee by accepting the  resignations that were tendered. 
 

1907-1908	
1907 163 Upper Hutt/SS  Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £250.00   House   
1907 163 Upper Hutt/SS Cooper Emily M D2 Assistant Female £130.00 

 1907 163 Upper Hutt/SS Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £115.00 
 1907 163 Upper Hutt/SS Brown Winifred 

 
Assistant Female  £85.00 

 1907 163 Upper Hutt/SS Haldane Janet 
 

FP3 £55.00 
 1908 185 Upper Hutt/SS Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £250.00   House   

1908 185 Upper Hutt/SS Cooper Emily M D2 Assistant Female £130.00 
 1908 185 Upper Hutt/SS Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £115.00 
 1908 185 Upper Hutt/SS Brown Winifred E  

 
Assistant Female  £85.00 

 1908 185 Upper Hutt/SS Haldane Janet 
 

FP5 £60.00 
 SS= Side School 

30th January 1907 To fill the vacancies caused by the resignation of four members of the 
Upper Hutt School Committee, the householders met on Monday evening and elected Messrs. 
T. F. Boyd, John Cameron, William Greig, and William Wackrow  These will sit with the 
remaining members, Messrs. P. D. Davis, T. Edwards, and Jno. Whiteman. 



1st March 1907 On behalf of the Upper Hutt School Committee Mr T. M. Wilford. M.H.R., 
waited upon the Education Board yesterday to protest against a proposal which it was 
understood the Government was making that the Board should place the school on the 
Benting estate. The  chairman (Mr R. Lee) said he understood that Dr Anderson had 
recommended to the Government that-A site should be chosen a quarter of a mile South of 
the railway station. At a later stage Mr W. H. Field. M.H.R., moved, ‘‘That a subcommittee 
of the  Board visit and inspect the sites recommended by the Education Department, and 
other sites  at the Upper Hutt, and report to next meeting 
4th March 1907 The Upper Hutt is rapidly filling up with residences, and it demands a new 
and much larger school than the one over which Mr Council and his staff at present preside. 
Unfortunately, the question of site has long been a sad bone of contention. Silverstream and 
its residents require that the school shall be planted to the north of the  old township. while 
Wallaceville contends that somewhere between the present school and  Trentham is the 
proper educational pivot round which the families should revolve. Lately, Dr Anderson, 
Assistant Inspector-General, selected a site near the railway, only a-quarter of a mile south of 
the station, and by a good many this was considered a most eligible position. Mr Wilford. 
M.H.R., however, on behalf of the Committee, objected to the site. The Education Board, on 
Thursday, was inclined to settle the difficulty by adopting Dr Anderson's suggestion; but on 
the motion of Mr Field the question of site and school was held over. 
12th March 1907 Miss E. Paul, who has been assistant teacher at the Upper Hutt School for 
some time, has been promoted to the 'position of second assistant in that school 
22nd March 1907 Wellington Education Board The Board decided in favour of Mr Benzie's 
land as the school site for Upper Hutt and resolved on the purchase of three acres. 
24th April 1907 School Committee  Upper Hutt. —Messrs J. Whiteman, W. Wackrow, P. 
Davis, J. Cameron, T. Edwards, A. Martin, W. Greig. 
26th April 1907 Wellington Education Board In regard to a school site at Upper Hutt, the 
Board accepted a recommendation .of a committee that the purchase of three acres” at £200 
be proposed to the department. 
8th May 1907 Miss W Brown appointed assistant at Upper Hutt 
8th July 1907 Wellington Education Board Mr Lee said that owing to the great increase in 
population, fresh schools were becoming urgently necessary throughout the district. These 
would run the Board into a considerable outlay in the first instance, and ho mentioned the 
case of Petone and Upper Hutt particularly. The money could not be provided out of the 
building grant, and therefore the cost would be a heavy charge on the Board. Maranui, 
Miramar. and Kelburn also needed sites for new schools, besides those required in the 
country 
16th October 1907 At a sitting of the Upper Hutt S.M. Court, held on Monday, several cases 
of offences under the School Attendance-Act wore dealt with by Dr. McArthur, S.M. Fines 
ranging from 2s. to 6s., with costs 7s., were inflicted. In one case, a boy, who was under the  
care of a guardian, was 11 years of age  and had only passed Standard I.[ s stands for shilling 
there were 20 shillings in a pound. 1 Pound in October 1907 is in  2019  inflation adjusted 
$170.06. So a 2s fine is equivalent to about $17 in 2019 money] 
22nd November 1907 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt, that the Board's solicitors be 
authorised to proceed with the acquirement of selected site under the Public Works Act 



23rd January 1908 The Palfrey estate adjoins the Upper Hutt railway station. The auctioneers 
state that the Palfrey estate is in the centre of this sporting district, amongst which are the 
racecourse, the golf links, rifle range ; also fishing and shooting can be obtained. The 
Education Department has purchased some three acres of the above, and is about to erect the  
new Upper Hutt schools. 
21st February 1908 An infant room is to be erected on the school site lately secured at Upper 
Hutt. 
28th April 1908 UPPER HUTT. The largest and most exciting meeting of householders ever 
recorded in the Upper Hutt District took place last evening on the occasion of the annual 
election of the  local School Committee. Over 200 were present and 166 votes were  
recorded. The following were elected:—Messrs. W. Gregg, C. Davis. J. Cannon, J. Benge, T. 
Edwards, and A. J. McCurdy. 
28th April 1908 School Committee Over 300 householders attended at Upper Hutt, and Mr. 
A. J. McCurdy presided. The business was confined strictly to matters specified in the  
Education Act. There were fifteen candidates, and Messrs. W. Greig, P. D. Davis, W. J. 
Cameron, J. T. Benge, T. Edwards, A. J. McCurdy, and A. Martin were elected. Messrs. 
Cameron and Davis were appointed chairman and secretary, respectively 
26th June 1908 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt: The Inspectors' recommendation 
having shown —1st, that one of the  old rooms is too small. for present class-room 
requirements, and, 2nd . that even with the additional room nearing completion' the 
accommodation provided will be below requirements, the  committee recommends 'that 
application be made to the Department for a grant for the addition of one room, on condition 
that the board provides the funds for a' second.  
20th July 1908 In a few days' time the work of removing the Upper Hutt Public School from 
its present site to the new one acquired by the Wellington Education Board will be 
commenced. The "board has accepted the tender of Messrs. Staunton and King for carrying 
out the work. 
31st July 1908 The Education Department has made a grant of £393 for the extension of the 
Upper Hutt school 
28th August 1908 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt School (re-erection): A 
memorandum was received from the building inspector.at Upper Hutt declining to issue the  
necessary permit for the re-erection of the Upper Hutt School on the new site, on the. ground 
that certain portions of the timber of the old building were not fit to be used again. On the, 
motion of Captain McDonald, 'the matter was left in the  hands of the  Works Committee. 
28th August 1908  UPPER HUTT SCHOOL. A communication came from Upper Hutt 
stating that the building, inspector declined to issue a permit in regard to certain timber being 
used for an infant school. The chairman stated that the reason for this action was that the 
inspector considered that some portions of the building being demolished were not good 
enough for re-erection. The Board’s clerk of works said there was little wrong with the wood 
and it would not ho in any way damaging to the building. The matter was left in the hands of 
the Works Committee 
15th September 1908 An emergency meeting of the Wellington Education Board was held 
ono day last week, when the position in regard to the Upper Hutt School, which was recently 



wrecked, was considered. The contractors for the  removal of the school are expected to 
complete their contract. 
22nd September 1908 In regard to the removal and re-erection  of the old Trentham school on 
a new site, reference to the Upper Hutt School Committees' records last night showed that the 
removal was made at the instance of the Wellington Education Board, and not by the desire 
of the residents of Upper Hutt, and that in June, 1907, the committee protested that the 
building was some 30 years old, was insanitary, and in the opinion of the then committee 
only fit for utilisation in construction of outbuildings. lb was unanimously resolved by the 
committee that inasmuch as it had been publicly announced that the Town Board had refused 
to issue a permit for the re-erection of the building upon the new site owing to the worm 
eaten condition of the bulk of the woodwork, and as the recent violent gale had wrecked three 
out of the four sections into which , the school was divided for removal, the  Education Board 
be requested to ask the Education Department for a special vote to enable l, new and tip-to-
date main school to be erected suitable to the growing needs of the district. It was also  
decided to hold over consideration of a letter from the Town Board relative to the old school 
building till next meeting 
23rd September 1908 At the meeting of the Upper Hutt School Committee held on Monday a 
letter was received from the chairman of the Petone Committee asking its cooperation in 
endeavouring to prevent the curtailment of school committees' privileges. In the discussion 
which^ ensued the members of the Upper Hutt Committee voiced the opinion that there was 
no call for such curtailment, and that its relations with the Wellington Education Board had 
been of a satisfactory nature in the matter of selection of teachers. Mention had been made 
that in certain localities committees had probably exercised tyranny, but such petty acts' in 
isolated cases were no reason why the whole of the committees of the Dominion should 
suffer. It was unanimously resolved that the action of the Petone Committee be endorsed, as 
the Upper Hutt Committee knew of no reason why the curtailment of privileges in connection 
with the selection of teachers should be  made -general. 
3rd October 1908 Ever since the  old public school at Trentham has been vacated in fa\our of 
the new school at Upper Hutt the residents at Trentham and Silverstream have been actively 
endeavouring to secure a new school of their own at Silverstream, to which end the names of 
over fifty probable scholars able to attend were handed in to the Education Board, with a 
petition asking for the establishment of a school in the district. 
21st October 1908 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL. The four-weekly meeting of the Upper Hutt 
School Committee was attended by the whole of the members, Mr. W. J.. Cameron 
.(chairman) Presiding The secretary (Mr. P. 0. Davis) tendered his resignation but retained his 
seat on the committee. It was resolved that the committee should record its keen appreciation 
of Mr. Davis's past services, and its regret that circumstances compel him to relinquish the 
position. Especial mention was made of Mr. Davis's work in assisting to bring about the 
establishment of an infants' school near the centre of population, and within easy distance of 
the railway station. Mr. A. J. M Gurdy was unanimously elected to the vacant office. The 
secretary was directed to communicate with the Education Board relative to retaining the 
whole three acres set apart on the Palfrey  estate for school purposes, and also to apply for 
increased grant for current -expenses, consequent upon the older  scholars being  temporarily 
accommodated in the local Town Hall pending re-erection  of the main school. It was decided 



to hold a promenade concert and dance -on 6th November, in aid of the Children’s Treat 
Fund. The headmaster reported indifferent attendance of scholars ,in the fifth and sixth 
standard, and it was decided to communicate with the Truant Inspector if no improvement 
takes place during the current month 
27th November 1908 It was resolved, on the  motion of Capt. McDonald, to take the 
necessary stops to proceed with the erection of the  new school at Upper Hutt 
11th December 1908 Wellington Education Board Works were approved to be carried out in 
the following order Upper Hutt, additions, four rooms [Then came Waikanae new school] 
11th December 1908 Wellington Education Board Mr Connell Upper Hutt granted leave of 
absence 
18th December 1908 Tenders are invited for works at the Upper Hutt and Epuni schools by 
the Wellington Education Board. 
18th December 1908 Mr. F. W. Connell, headmaster, Upper Hutt, and Mrs. Connell 
contemplate paying a visit to Victoria shortly. 
24th December 1908 Tenders let for Upper Hutt School to J Harrison, Upper Hutt 
 

1909-1910	
1909 206 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £255.00   House   
1909 206 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £125.00 

 1909 206 Upper Hutt Sicely Mabel H E2 Assistant Female £120.00 
 1909 206 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E  

 
Assistant Female  £90.00 

 1909 206 Upper Hutt Speedy Hortense 
 

FP2 £55.00 
 1910 219 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £270.00  £40.00  

1910 219 Upper Hutt Rogers John D3 Assistant Master £180.00 
 1910 219 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £135.00 
 1910 219 Upper Hutt Sicely Mabel H E2 Assistant Female £125.00 
 1910 219 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D3 Assistant Female £100.00 
 So in 1909 F W Connell lived in the school house and in 1910 he was paid because there was 

not a schoolhouse 
30th January 1909 The new school additions are going ahead .fast; The contractor—Mr. Job 
Harrison— is making excellent progress  and expects to hand the work over before the 
expiration of the contract 'time—March'. 22. Meantime' he has made application 'to the local 
School Committee that the infants' school be not reopened after the holiday until his contract 
is completed : The ; letter has been referred to the  Wellington Education Board for direction 
in the matter,-as the local committee cannot find a suitable place to hold school for the junior 
pupils. ' There is  not a single untenanted house, in the 'town district; 
1st February 1909 Miss Oliver, Parkvale has received an appointment at Gladstone, and her 
sister, Unice, goes to the Upper Hutt. 
3rd February 1909 Miss Unice Oliver, of Parkvale, left Carterton this morning to take up her 
duties on the staff of the  Upper Hutt School 
20th February 1909 Evening  Post. [There were a number of articles on this matter in many 
papers. I have selected only this one as it clearly discusses  the case] 



THE UPPER HUTT SCHOOL CASE. The case for the defence in the action for damages, 
Staunton and King v. Wellington Education, Board, was opened yesterday afternoon before 
Mr. Justice 'Cooper. The claim was for £411 15s 11d for work done under a contract to 
remove the old Upper Hutt school to a new site. One of the provisions of the contract was 
that "decayed" timber should be replaced. When the plaintiffs came to remove the school in 
sections they found most of the timber worm-eaten." The local authority at the Upper Hutt 
condemned the building  a heavy gale in September last blew down the re-erected sections. 
The defendants pressed for the specific performance of the contract, but the plaintiffs refused 
to proceed on the assumption that all ''worm-eaten" timber was to. be replaced.  
The whole question at issue was whether "decayed", timber included "wormeaten" timber. 
The plaintiffs brought evidence of architects and builders to prove -that the general 
understanding m the building trade was that "decayed" .timber did not include "wormeaten" 
timber.  
For the defence Wm. Turnbull, architect, called by the board, stated that "decayed" timber 
was generally understood to mean worm-eaten and other kinds of unsound timber. It was 
only on rare occasions that dry-rot was found in Wellington. Decay in timber was caused 
mainly by borers. It was the contractor and not the  employer, who as a rule obtained the 
building; permit.  
Evidence of a similar nature was given by Archibald McDougall, Clerk of the Works to the 
Education Board, Francis Penty, architect, and Frederick de J. Clere. architect.  
On the resumption of proceedings this morning E. W. G. Coleridge, architect, gave evidence 
relative to the proportion of worm-eaten timber in the school building. About 8 per cent, of 
the lining was worm-eaten, and several of the studs were similarly affected. The roof timbers 
were sound. In the opinion of the witness the word "defective" in the specifications included 
worm eaten timber. 
 George Frost, builder, of twenty-four years' experience in, Wellington, said there was about 
15 per cent, of worm eaten timber right through the building. The rustication was sound. 
About £100 would cover the work done. " Decayed" timber included "worm-eaten timber.  
To Mr. Levi: It would cost £500 or £600 to reinstate the building after the gale which had 
blown it down.  
Further evidence -was given by Alexander John Rand, who said the contract could have been 
carried out if there had been no gale. "Decayed" timber was timber utterly useless for 
building purposes. The sound timbers of the building -were in a splendid state of 
preservation.  
George C. Croft and James Russell, builders, also gave evidence. This closed the evidence for 
the defence. The case was adjourned for the hearing of argument by counsel on the important 
legal points involved. 
26th February 1909 Wellington Education Board appoints Miss U Oliver as a pupil teacher at 
Upper Hutt 
27th February 1909 At Opening of a Technical School at Petone included r. Eustace King, 
director of the school, said that he would not be satisfied until pupils came from as far up the 
valley as Upper Hutt, - , 
2nd March 1909 Wellington Education Board appoints a new class of Teachers called 
probationers. Miss H Speedy appointed to Upper Hutt 



27th March 1909 OPENING OF NEW SCHOOL AT UPPER HUTT. EARLY 
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY. The new school building at Upper Hutt was formally opened 
yesterday by Mr. T. M. Wilford, M.P., in the presence of members of the Education Board, 
School Committee, and a large gathering of parents and scholars. The school is situated on 
the Palfrey block, near the Upper Hutt railway station, and the grounds comprise three acres 
of nearly level grassed land. The buildings are up to date in every respect and are in 
accordance with the standard designs of Mr. A. McDougall, the board's architect. A 
description of the buildings appeared in a former issue.  
The proceedings, on the arrival of the members of the Education Board, were opened by a, 
few interesting remarks from the secretary to the Upper Hutt School Committee (Mr. A. J. 
McCurdy), who, after apologising for the unavoidable absence of the chairman (Mr. 
Cameron), Mr. W. Greig (member of committee), and Mr. George Benge (chairman of the 
Town Board), outlined the educational movement in the district from the "fifties." Mr. 
McCurdy said that his enquiries into the early history of the valley had revealed facts which 
he thought the present an opportune time to make known. Settlement in the valley eastward 
of the Silverstream was very sparse prior to 1856, but from that time onward there was a 
steady stream taking up holdings in the locality and moving further east towards the 
Wairarapa. The first recorded teacher in the Upper Hutt was Mr. E. Player, a commercial 
employee from the Old Country, who, failing to obtain clerical work at Wellington, came to 
the Upper Hutt  and erected  a slab whare near the site of the present residence of Mr. 
Andrew Gorrie on the Main-road He partitioned a portion of the whare off for a bedroom, 
and used the remainder for a night-school, earning his living during the day splitting shingles 
in the neighbouring bush, which then was very dense. He continued his night-school for some 
two years, among his pupils being ex-County Councillor George Brown. Mr. Player gave up 
the teaching profession to work as clerk in a Wellington business house. He was" succeeded 
by Mrs. Martin, who lived in a small wooden house located just  about where Mr. W. P. 
Barber, J.P., now resides. She, too, partitioned .off a portion of her house for a bedroom and 
used the balance as a schoolroom. By selling milk and butter she augmented her income, 
which, however, was not enough, and she gave up the task of educating the young. Her 
successor was Mrs. Kitchen, who lived in a weatherboard house on the roadway just opposite 
the present Trentham Hotel. Her dwelling "measured 12 [3.65 metres] feet by 18 [5.49 
metres] feet. Her term lasted two years, when she entered into matrimony, and the district 
was once more in need of a teacher. About the year 1863 public meetings were held, and a 
sum of £80 per annum was guaranteed towards a teacher's salary. Advertisements in the 
Wellington paper failed to elicit an application, but Father Seon interested himself in the 
welfare of the settlers, and taking advantage of the "rush" which had set in in Otago, 
communicated with Father Moran, of Dunedin, and by his aid a Mr. and Mrs. D. Carrick 
accepted the appointment, both husband and wife being certificated teachers from the Old 
Country. By permission of the Catholic Bishop Viard, Father Seon lent the settlers the use of 
the new Roman Catholic Church at Upper Hutt for school purposes— the front portion of the 
existing church being that utilised. These teachers took up residence in a cottage opposite to 
the present dwelling of Mrs. A. Martin, sen. The school was conducted for 18 months in the 
church building. Mr. R. Barton, father of the local Barton families, offered a school site at the 
Trentham end of the settlement, an effort to establish the school at the upper end of the 



township having failed to elicit more than an offer of a small section from the late Mr. J. 
Cruickshank near the present Upper-Hutt railway station. Subscriptions were invited for the 
new school building, and. the Provincial Government, having voted some £40 or £50 towards 
the work, a contract was let for the erection of a school-room with two living-rooms attached 
on the site donated by Mr. Barton. The contract price was £140. 'Mr. Carrick continued the 
work for a further two years, when he one day suddenly dropped dead in the school room. 
His widow continued teaching for 2 ½  years, leaving to take up the headmistresship of the 
Catholic school at Blenheim. Children attended the Upper Hutt School from Mungaroa, 
Wallaceville, and Whiteman's Valley for years, having to travel as much as ten and twelve 
miles, including the homeward trip. A Mr. Thompson from Australia succeeded Mrs. Carrick, 
and the present education system having been inaugurated, a grant was mad-e which resulted 
in the existing teacher's residence being erected. Mr. Thompson was followed by Mr. Hurley, 
in whose time the old' schoolhouse was demolished, and a new school built some thirty years 
ago. Mr. Connell succeeded Mr. Hurley, who went to Otaki to live, and has remained in 
charge of the Upper Hutt School ever since. During Mr. Hurley's term schools were 
established at Mungaroa on Benge's Farm ; at Wallace Settlement (now known as 
Wallaceville — three miles from the present Wallaceville station), and later on one at 
Whiteman's  Valley. During the past three years a movement has been afoot to establish a 
side-school for the younger children at Upper Hutt, and the board accommodated the children 
in the local Town Hall until an infants' school was erected. Later on the board decided to 
remove the old school building to the new school cite, but troubles assailed the contractor, 
and the elements settled the question so far as utilising the old building was concerned. It was 
on record that in June, 1907, the school committee protested against the removal of the old 
building. However, the education board had now seen fit to enlarge the infants' building and 
convert it into an up-to-date establishment which he (Mr. McCurdy) was directed by the 
committee to ask Mr. Wilford to formally open that day.  
Mr. P. D. Davis, J.P., a former secretary of the school committee, made a few remarks as to 
the circumstances leading up to the establishing of a side school during his term of office, 
after which the member for the district addressed the assemblage. He complimented the 
board, committee, and parents upon the excellent type of building, and urged that greater 
interest should be. taken by parents in the education of their children. He was averse to prizes 
for more regular attendance, as bright boys and girls were thus (often through no fault of their 
own) handicapped out of the contest. He advocated certificates for attendance and substantial 
prizes for merit. He announced' he would donate special prizes for the best behaved and' most 
popular boy and girl in the school during the coming year, and that the prizes should be 
allocated on the votes of the scholars attending the school. He then formally declared the new 
school open. 
 Mr. Lee, chairman of the .Education Board, addressed the meeting, and pointed out that after 
his recent travels and enquiries into the matter of housing scholars In Scotland, England, 
France, and Switzerland, he could conscientiously assert that taking into consideration the 
population and industrial importance of the country districts of Wellington  Education Board 
area, the schools were better equipped, better lighted, better ventilated, and the educational 
methods superior to anything abroad he had observed. The Board was holding its own.  
Mr. Allan, one of the city members of the board, also spoke. 



Cheers were called for and heartily accorded Mr. Wilford, M.P., the Education Board, the 
school committee, and the teachers. 
 During the day refreshments were supplied to scholars and visitors, and various games 
indulged in to fill in time between the morning school-hours and the arrival of the visitors 
from Wellington 
8th April 1909 JUDGMENT FOR. CONTRACTORS. " Judgment was given by Mr. Justice 
Cooper this' morning in the case of 'Staunton and King v. the Wellington "..'.Education 
Board, in which a dispute over "the -removal' of the old 'Upper Hutt school was concerned.  
The plaintiffs, William James Staunton and 'Harold Daniel King, were a firm of contractors, 
who agreed with the Wellington Education Board in July last, for the  sum of £286, to 
remove the school to a new site and replace decayed timber. The building was old, and when 
cut open for removal in sections was found to be seriously worm-eaten. The building 
inspector of the Upper Hutt refused to pass the portion of the building re-erected, on the 
ground of its worm-eaten condition. On the night of the 9th September a storm came down on 
the Upper Hutt and blew over the detached parts of the school building. The board continued 
the contract. The plaintiffs claimed a total amount of £411 15s.  
His Honour held the contract did not impose on the plaintiffs the obligation to replace with 
sound timber the unsound material condemned by the Town Board. The performance of the 
contract had been rendered impossible by operation of the law, and the result was that the 
plaintiffs could not recover anything for the work they had done. The gale of the 9th  
September substantially destroyed the subject matter of the contract.  
His Honour gave judgment for the amount of the deposit (£10) and the value of the timber  
retained by the defendant board, but for no other amount. The value of the timber would be 
settled by arbitration between the parties. Costs would be allowed the plaintiffs on the lower 
scale, with £15 15s for the extra day.  
Mr. Levi appeared for the plaintiffs ; Mr. Johnston for the defendants. 
28th April 1909 School Committee Elections: At the meeting of Upper Hutt householders 
there was an attendance of 76, and considerable interest Mas evinced in the proceedings. It 
was reported that a sum of £16 14s 3d was in the hands of trustees, to be spent upon 
playground appliances. Exclusive of accrued capitation, the school fund had £3 10s 9d to 
credit. The new committee comprises: — Messrs. J. T. Benge P. D. Davis, W. Greig, A. K. 
Jowitt J. Lambert, A. G. Martin, A. J. McCurdy, J. Whiteman, and W. J. Wilkie. Mr. Greig is 
chairman and Mr. McCurdy secretary. An increasing school attendance average was reported, 
it being 201 for last quarter and likely to be bettered in the quarter now current. 
28th May 1909 Wellington Education Board Protests .against the elections' of , school 
'committees ~at Upper Hutt and Pongaroa were disallowed, the board considering that the 
elections had been conducted in good faith. 
26th June 1909 Wellington Education Board approved Fencing, sheds etc. 
7th June 1909 Touching on the  Hon. J. A. Millar’s surprise when he was informed that 
suburban passengers were not allowed to board the  evening mail train into town, 
notwithstanding that the  train stopped at all three Hutt Valley stations, it is interesting to 
recall that the request of the Petone Technical School Board, less than two months ago, that 
Upper Hutt girls and youths who wished to attend the evening classes at the school should be 
permitted to travel by this train, met with prompt refusal at the hands of the General Manager 



for Railways. The intending students, in consequence, are debarred from taking advantage of 
the classes. 
9th July 1909 Wellington Education Board Tenders . for various works, to be carried out at 
the Upper Hutt School, are invited by 'the Wellington Education Board up till July 17th. 
28th October 1909 Wellington Education Board Works and Finance Committee hat the letter 
of the Upper Hutt committee, re residence, be referred to the board. 
16th December 1909 Examinations for Free Places at a Secondary School  entitled 
Proficiency Upper Hutt.— Boys: K. Brown, A. Clifford, K. McCurdy . Girls: E. Boyd, E 
Golder, E. Lay, E.. McNabb , W. Gibbone. 
6th April 1910 Mr J Rogers appointed assistant master 
26th April 1910 Upper Hutt. — Rev. Sykes (secretary), Messrs. W. Greig (chairman), 
J. Lambert, J. Kemp, E. Pelling, A. Martin, A. Palmer, H. Shaw, John Geange. 
11th May 1910 TRAINS AND SCHOOL CHILDREN. A resolution passed recently by 
the Upper Hutt school committee complaining of the inadequacy of the  train 
arrangements for children attending the Upper Hutt school from Silverstream and 
Mungaroa was brought before the Minister for Railways, Hon. J. A. Millar, yesterday 
by the member for the district, Mr T. M. Wilford. He pointed out that the 
disadvantages of the service were many and the advantages nil and he asked the 
Minister to make such alterations as would enable the children to reach their homes 
in the winter in reasonable time. . Ho stated that if a deputation were required to 
point out the disabilities of the service one could be got together in twenty-four hours; 
and it would be shown conclusively that very real grievances did exist. The Minister 
promised to get the facts of the case on the departmental side and he would give. Mr 
Wilford an answer at the earliest date possible. 
25th May 1910 At a- complimentary "social" in the Town Hall, Lower Hutt, last 
evening, Mr. J. Rogers, of the local school teaching staff, who has been appointed to 
an assistantship at the Upper Hutt Public School, was presented with a case of pipes 
by members of the Hutt Football Club 
27th July 1910 Wellington Education Board With reference to the attached 
residences at Ponatahi and Pirinoa and Wallaceville and Upper Hutt (.£310),. the 
committee recommended that the amount granted in these cases should provide for 
their re-erection as separate buildings with additions. … Separately the committee 
recommended: (a) That application be made for house allowance for Upper Hutt, 
Eketahuna , and Pahiatua; [Note the Wellington Education Board had been paying 
an  house allowance already for a number of years to Mr Connell for a while] 
16th August 1910 Correspondence [ Upper Hutt still did not have a district high 
school until much later] Some twelve months ago the attention of Traffic-Inspector 
Dawson was drawn to the misdemeanours of a section of the  elder Upper Hutt 
school children travelling to and from Wellington, with the result that what promised 
to become a grave scandal very speedily ended. Since then very little cause for 
general complaint exists, excepting in the matter of the conduct of several 
apprentices (at that time scholars) who seem bent upon defying all rules and 
regulations in the matter of good behaviour in the  railway carriages when once  
Lower Hutt and Petone passengers make their exit, and leave them practically alone 



and "in full charge" for the remainder of the journey to Upper Hutt, which is a signal 
for all manner of horseplay, indecent parody items, and occasional occupation of 
accommodation other than that which their tickets provide for. It is further a common 
practice to accost the few remaining passengers who may alight meanwhile at side 
stations not co distant as theirs, the terminus-, where they fraternise with railway 
officials generally on terms of marvellous equality. As one who has the greatest 
respect for railway men generally. I would suggest the department make such 
provision as would rid them of the suspicion of being either unwilling or unable to 
properly control a 20-mile service in the interests of both department and those who 
patronise it to the extent of thousands per annum, and do not get nor ask the absurd 
apprentice reduction rate. — 1 am, etc., 3 ½  PER CENT. 10th August 1910  
26th October 1910 Wellington Education Board Education Department approves the 
paying of an house allowance to the Head master 
30th November 1910 Wellington Education Board Leave of absence granted to M Sicely  

1911-1912	
1911 242 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £275.00  £ 40.00  
1911 242 Upper Hutt Rogers John D2 Assistant Master £185.00 

 1911 242 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £140.00 
 1911 242 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D3 Assistant Female £105.00 
 1911 242 Upper Hutt Printzen Doris K C5 Assistant Female £90.00 
 1912 262 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £280.00  £ 40.00  

1912 262 Upper Hutt Rogers John D3 Assistant Master £190.00 
 1912 262 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £145.00 
 1912 262 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D3 Assistant Female £110.00 
 1912 262 Upper Hutt Printzen Doris K C4 Assistant Female £95.00 
  

11th April 1911 Miss D Printzen appointed assistant  
26th April 1911 Messrs. W. Greig (chairman), J. Kemp, G. Lambert, P. Edwards, W. Brown, 
W. Burrell, H. E. Gibb, A. Palmer, and G. H. Sykes (secretary), have been al-elected 
members of the Upper Hutt School Committee. 
10th June 1911 At a meeting of the Upper Hutt School Committee, held last week, it was 
decided to lay down a tennis court within the school enclosure. A. sub-committee consisting 
of the chairman, secretary, and Mr. Gibbs was set up to deal with the matter of a local 
demonstration on Coronation Day. Some difficulty is likely to arise due to the children being 
out of touch during the holidays and owing to about fifty of the cadet boys and scouts being 
paraded in the city. The local celebration will probably include the presentation of the 
commemoration medals; salute of the: flag the National Anthem and short addresses 
appropriate to the occasion. 
10th June 1911 Mr F W Connell was president of the Upper Hutt Tennis Club with courts at 
Trentham 
22nd July 1911 Upper Hutt township with a population of 1050, supplies 465 electors to the 
Parliamentary roll. 



29th July 1911 he four-weekly meeting was attended by W. Greig, chairman Rev. J. H. 
Sykes, secretary, W, Brown, W. Burrell, J. Kemp and Lambert. The report of the sub-
committee relative to the proposed tennis courts was held over. The Annual School Concert 
is to be taken in hand as soon as the examinations are over. The Coronation Celebration 
Committee's surplus was received as a donation towards a new flag pole and it was decided 
to proceed with the work as soon .as convenient. It was resolved to ask the Town Board to 
allow storm water to be drained into the roadway. The other business transacted was of a 
routine character. 
19th August 1911 UPPER HUTT. The Chairman of the committee, (Mr. W. Creig, senior), 
informs us that the annual school concert is to take place in the Town Hall on Friday, 
September 8. _ The Petone Municipal Band is to be in attendance and a monster bill-of-fare 
is to be submitted. Mr. Greig desires us to say that the committee hopes to realise more on 
this occasion than at any previous one, as the proceeds' are to be utilised for school prizes and 
the establishment of a miniature rifle range, the latter carries a State subsidy. None of the 
money is to be used for the proposed school tennis-courts. 
26th August 1911 School Committee UPPER HUTT. All the members were present at 
Monday's meeting, except Mr. Lambert who was laid aside with appendicitis, The-Chairman 
reported, relative to the forthcoming concert in aid of the school prize  fund and the 
establishment of a miniature rifle range. The action of the Chairman was endorsed and he was 
authorised to continue to act in the matter on behalf of the Committee. It was explained that if 
one-half of the cost of the range was provided locally, the Government would provide the 
other half by way of subsidy. Mr. Burrell ) reported that the late working-foreman had been 
instructed early last month to put in a pipe-outlet for the surface water impounded by the. 
new footpath, in Martin street. The new foreman would attend to the matter without delay. 
Accounts and routine matters were dealt with and the meeting then terminated. 
2nd September 1911  The Upper Hutt school examinations were completed yesterday. All 
schools are closed for a holiday next week 
2nd September 1911 UPPER HUTT. A tip-top programme has been arranged .for Friday 
next. Songs and club-drill will be rendered by the children. Step dances ' are tq.be 
contributed- by. expert performers. Piper Donald Scott of Wellington, the  Petone Municipal 
Band and Mrs. Whiteman's orchestra will provide the music. A vocal programme to suit all 
tastes is to be provided. Special arrangements for seats are in hand. A dance follows. 
23rd September 1911 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. Upper Hutt. 
At the meeting on Monday apologies were tendered on behalf of Messrs, Burrell and Palmer 
on account of ill-health, and J, Lambert, on duty, .  
The recent School Concert .realised over £23, or more than was required for the miniature 
rifle range and prize fund. ' 
It was decided to ask the Education Board to subsidise all moneys raised by the Committee 
and expended in improving the schoolgrounds. It is hoped to have  the grounds ploughed, 
cultivated and sown down in good grasses,  
At the request of parents, the Railway Department is to be asked to set down school children 
at Trentham and Heretaunga by the 3.5 p.m. train from Upper Hutt, on days when the-, 
school is open.  
It was decided to have a properly equipped flagpole erected in the school-grounds, 



27th September 1911 Wellington Education Board approved half cost of ground 
improvements and a well 
14th October 1911 Mr. Hunter Strauchon is to examine the teeth of the Upper Hutt school 
children during the next few days. It is intended to supply each child with a diagram or chart 
whereon the position of defective teeth will be indicated. 
21st October 1911 All the members (except Mr, Lambert, who was at work) were present at 
Monday's meeting. Mr, W, Greig, chairman, presided A goodly number of tenders were 
received for the various works and were referred to a sub-committee to deal with. The 
Railway Department wrote and said it could not stop the 3.5 p.m. train at Trentham and 
Heretaunga to set down the school children. The other business done was of a routine 
character. 
4th November 1911 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
UPPER HUTT.   All the members were present  at the special meeting held on  Monday at 
which Chairman W. Greig presided. It was reported that the contractors for levelling, etc., the 
grounds, had thrown up the job. ' A new contract was let for the work. A tender was accepted  
for the flagpole.  The well-sinking contractors  are making good progress, and  the use of 
drinking-water from the school roof should soon be discontinued. [Presumably because of 
birds roosting on there and the use of lead on rooves as nails and roofing 
4th November 1911 Old Boys and Girls (we dare not call THEM old !) of the Upper Hutt will 
be pleased to hear that Mrs. Lynch has a tender regard for the Hutt "Valley. She was a 
daughter of the schoolmaster who preceded Mr. Connell, viz. Mr. J. Hurley. Her CEAD 
MILLE FAILTHE to Valley folk is worth going .many miles to receive. With her and hers, E 
whiti ana te ra—ka.pai! 
13th November 1911 "This is an age of education," said' Dr. McArthur at the Upper Hutt 
Court today, when several truancy cases came before him. "The Government," he continued, 
chooses, and rightly too, I think, to make it compulsory that children should receive 
education, and pare nth are under an obligation to see that they get it. You come and plead to 
me that your child was ill, and could not attend school. Very well, you know the remedy. It 
has been mentioned often, and in this direction I would like to express thanks to the press." ' 
The truant officer also thanked the press for assistance which it had always given him. "It has 
been of great help to me in my work," he said. 
18th November 1911 UPPER HUTT. At Monday's meeting all the members were in 
attendance, Mr. W. Greig, chairman presiding. An inspection was made of the miniature rifle 
range recently put in hand. It was resolved to award first second and third prizes for merit in 
each class throughout the school. The contract for the supply and erection of the flag-pole has 
been completed. It was decided "'to hold the school picnic in Maidstone Park on Wednesday, 
December 13. 
23rd December 1911 The annual picnic was held in Maidstone Park on Wednesday of last 
week,  
The members of the School Committee assisted by the teaching staff, attended to the wants of 
the children.' Races, rounders and other games usually indulged in on such, occasions were 
greatly; enjoyed.  
Many parents attended in the afternoon, when the prizes were •presented by the chairman of 
the School' Committee, Mr. W. Greig. 



The following are the prize winners 
Standard VI—Cecil McCrossin 1, Edith Hotchen 2, Eileen Connell 3’ 
Standard V—Hilda Keys 1. Ronald Keys 2, Basil Martin 3.  
Standard IV—Edward Pearse 1, Ruth Brace 2; Norman Cress .3.  
Standard III -Ivor Berg 1, George Moulder 2, Charles Brace 3. 
Standard II—Ida Key 1, Cecil Bishop 2 Jessie, Greig 3.  
Standard I. Upper Division— Jessie Blair 1, Gladys' Sittauer 2, Alice Berg 3 
 Standard I. Lower Division— Zita Cudby 1, William Burns 2, Doris Keys 3. ‘ 
Upper Infants—Harold Williams 1, John Cuneen 2, Hector Hobson 3. 
 P. 4—Louis Greenwood 1, Irene Edwards 2, Mary Lambert 3.  
P. 3-Harold Blackwell 1, James Brown 2, Elsie Parker 3.  
P.;. 2—Horace Edwards 1, Patrick Burns 2, Leila Cuneen 3.  
P. I—Ida Wood 1, Gwendoline Evans 2, James Perry 3. ;  
Three  prizes were awarded to the children of each class on the marks obtained at Term 
examinations, added to the marks given by the Inspector at the Annual examination. The 
children with the highest aggregates of marks in the Examination Register, after the final 
examination, won the  prizes. 
ANNUAL EXAMINATION, 
All Standard' VI candidates passed the examination and certificates were given as follows by 
the Inspector, Mr. T. R. Fleming, M.A., LL.B.:  
Proficiency— Linus Golder, Cecil McCrossin, Jean Brown, Eileen Connell, Edith Hotchen, 
Freda Kitson and Sylvia Lay.  
Competency—Goulburn Cress Leo Kelly, Rita Craig and Gladys Sing 
13th January  1912 The Senior Cadets arc to parade at, Upper Hutt School at. 8 o'clock on 
Monday next, 
20th January 1912 The Upper Hutt School Committee has resolved not to allow • the Defence 
Department the use of the school grounds or buildings for the senior cadet or territorial 
parades. 
24th April 1912 Upper Hutt.— Wm. Greig (chairman), J. H. Sykes (Secretary)  A. E. Palmer, 
W. Brown, J. Comesky , H. Shaw, W. Burrell, P. T. Edwards, and C. E. Matthews' 
27th April 1912 UPPER HUTT, About ten per cent of the households of the school district 
were represented Fully one-half of those in attendance were adherents of the Presbyterian 
church and the remainder were Anglicans and Catholics in about equal numbers. A. J. 
McCurdy was voted to the chair and carried the business through in the record time of less 
than an hour.  
The report of the outgoing committee showed the number on the roll at the conclusion of the 
year to be 292—144 boys and 148 girls—and the average for the last quarter 267. The work 
done  under, direction of the committee included ploughing, levelling and grassing a portion 
of the girls' playground, gravel paths and sinking of a well, but it was found almost 
impossible to get the work done satisfactorily. The expense of laying down an asphalt tennis 
court was found to be prohibitive and nothing was done in the matter further than 
ascertaining the cost. The school concert and the annual picnic were both most successful 
functions. An examination of the teeth of the scholars by Mr. J. Hunter Strauchan disclosed 
the fact that nearly all were more or less defective.  



The statement of accounts showed the- receipts to be £93 16s 2d—capitation £51 3s 8d, 
special grants £23, School Concert, Coronation Committee, and other voluntary contributions 
£19 12s 6d. The year commenced 6s 8d in debt and ended with £1 13s 5d in hand. The 
disbursements were—Cleaning and sanitary service £30 14s 6d, Fuel £6, Repairs £4 13s 4d, 
Books etc. £3 10s 3d, Coronation Flagpole £5 15s, Miniature Rifle Range £3 17s 6d, 
Playground improvements £13 19s, Special Grants expended, well, etc*, £22 10s, Bank 
charges and postages 17s 6d. Total, £93 16s 2d. The reports were adopted.  
Ten candidates were nominated and the ballot resulted as follows-W. Brown 27, W. Burrell 
24, J. Comeskey 25, P. T. Edwards 22, W. Greig 36, C. B. Matthews 23, A, E. Palmer 23, 
H.W.  Shaw 22, J.H. Sykes 31, W. Wilkinson 20. The first nine were declared elected.  
A vote of thanks to the outgoing committee for its services —with especial sympathetic 
reference to Mr. J. Lambert—was carried by acclamation, on the motion of Messrs. Connell 
and Gibbons.  
On the motion of Messrs. W. Greig and Comeskey, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the 
head teacher and staff for the most satisfactory manner in which the education of the children 
had been attended to.  
A vote of thanks to the scrutineers (Messrs. Connell and Sherbrooke) and to the Chairman of 
the meeting, concluded the proceedings. 
4th May 1912 UPPER HUTT. FOUR-WEEKLY MEETING; All members but Mr. Burrell, 
who was engaged at the. Town Board were present at Monday’s meeting. It was resolved to 
ask Town Board to gravel a track or footpath from Wood street to connect with the existing 
footway in McLean street. A subcommittee -Greig,. Edwards and Shaw-was directed to have 
a sump dug to absorb surface-water and the waste water from' the pump. After dealing with 
routine business, the members adjourned to the railway meeting. 
29th May 1912 SILVERSTREAM. In regard to the board’s application for a grant for a 
school at Silverstream, the department replied that the most effective and economical means 
of providing for the Silverstream' children" was' them at Upper Hutt. A proposal for additions 
to the Upper Hutt school would accordingly be favourably considered. The board decided to 
renew its application for a school at Silverstream, and to emphasise the fact that the Hutt 
Valley was fast filling up…..Upper Hutt, refund to teachers of cost of bath 
27th April 1912 Probably to celebrate Leap Year, an Upper Hutt householder nominated a 
lady for the Upper Hutt School Committee. As an inducement, he suggested "she would be 
able to keep her husband company." "I beg to decline," came quickly from the lady 
nominated, but whether she declined nomination, or to keep company with her worser half 
was not made clear……….Further accommodation being required at Upper Hutt School, 
owing to the roll numbering 292 scholars, the Education Board proposes to .relieve the 
present overcrowding by erecting a school at Heretaunga to accommodate about some 40 
children of the lower portion of the valley, The enlargement of the Main school is thereby 
postponed for a little while. There are lots more bairns at Upper Hutt close on the school age. 
There are few empty cradles in the district. 
1st June 1912 All  the members were present at Monday's meeting of the Upper Hutt School 
Committee. The only business of importance was a decision to raise funds for further 
improvements to the school-grounds.  The Education Department is of opinion that the 
educational. requirements of the Trentham and Silverstream children will be better served by 



their attending a fully equipped school at Upper Hutt—which is within the three mile limit 
from their homes—than if a separate school were erected within a couple of miles of Upper 
Hutt. The Department has informed the Wellington: Education Board that it is prepared to 
make a grant for further additions to the Upper Hutt school. 
13th June 1912 The Upper Hutt Town Board The secretary of the Upper Hutt School 
Committee (Mr. J. H. Dykes) applied to have the footpaths in McLean and Kellow-streets, 
which were in a very bad condition, metalled, but the application was refused. Instead, the 
board decided to improve a portion of William-street, which would afford reasonable access 
to all children to the school. The matter was left to the Works Committee, which was 
instructed to act at once……….A petition, signed, by nine householders, was received 
requesting the board to metal the footpath along Gibbons's-road. It was stated that the paths 
were in such a bad state that parents. during the winter months, were unable to comply with 
the Education Act in sending their children to school." The; question was left to the Works 
Committee.  
31st July 1912 Wellington Education Board Alternative tenders are to be invited for (a) house 
removal, (b) section, (c) house and section—site for old school (all at Upper Hutt). 
17th August 1912 A dance in aid of the Upper Hutt schoolground fund will be held in the 
Town Hall next Wednesday at 8. Music by Mrs, Whiteman, The Education Board is 
donating, an amount equal to any sum the committee can raise 
7th September 1912 Madame Foley is arranging a big Social and Dance in aid of the Upper 
Hutt School Funds. She reports enthusiastic offers of support from local residents 
21st September 1912 Madame Foley's social and dance, last week, in aid of the Upper Hutt 
School Fund was a pronounced success 
25th September 1912 Wellington Education Board The Chairman's action in granting £ for £ 
subsidy up to £15 for ground improvements at Upper Hutt was approved. 
10th October 1912 " , "Caddying" is generally a rather pleasant and lucrative employment, 
and when a youngster finds that in preference 'to spending the hours in school he was with a 
slight burden on his shoulders watch the golf ball fly over hill and dale, he is not slow to 
grasp the opportunity. As the result of recent golf games 40 boys were engaged at Upper Hutt 
to act as caddies, with the result that at school later it was found that the ranks to that extent 
depleted as a sequel to this. Abraham Brown, the father of one of the boys, had to answer at 
the Upper Hutt Court yesterday to two charges of {ailing to send his two sons to school. He 
'was convicted, and ordered to pay a fine of 4s, with Court costs ?s, in each case. Mr, Dineen, 
truant inspector, who prosecuted, stated that the_ parents of the other boys had heeded his 
Warnings as to the  absence of their sons from school with the exception of defendant. 
29th October 1912 Some time since the Education Department, having obtained a site for a 
school at Silverstream, applied for a, grant for a school »fc that place. The Department, after 
consideration, refused to make such a grant, but suggested that an addition to the Upper Hutt 
School would meet the requirement* of ,the Silverstream children. Further application was 
made- by the board for the school, but the Department adhered to its original refusal. A 
member thought it rather unfortunate that the Department had not made its way clear to make 
a start with provision for the junior standards. It was decided, after brief discussion, that 
application should be made for an enlargement of the  school at Upper Hutt. 



2nd November 1912 AN URGENT APPEAL. The Upper Hutt School Committee desires 
most respectfully to place before parents and guardians of children in attendance at the above 
school, the importance, of regular attendance on the part of the children. Wo have a splendid 
staff of teachers who are sincerely desirous of doing all they can for the intellectual and moral 
welfare of the children committed to their care.  
The Inspector's report for the past year is very gratifying, the school, staff having done such 
good work that the high standard of efficiency reached; last year has been maintained, and 
very good progress has been made in the work of the year.  
At present the Infant class is far too large for one teacher to do anything like justice to each 
child. 
The Committee desires to point out that when an .average attendance of 251 is maintained for 
a year, the school will be entitled to another teacher. The average attendance for the quarter 
ending 30th September was only 246—this was probably owing to sickness and bad weather. 
The Committee is very desirous that as soon as possible another teacher should be appointed, 
and another room built on to the school. This desirable result can only take place if every 
parent will take a real interest in the work of the school, and see that no child is kept away 
from school except through sickness or other unavoidable cause. 
The more regular the children are in attendance, the easier is it for them to master the 
different subjects, and to maintain that high standard of efficiency which the school has 
already attained. 
The Committee would therefore most earnestly ask parents and guardians of children to 
weigh well these facts, and to support them in their laudable desire of advancing the welfare 
of the school. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee. 
W. Greig, Chairman, J. H. Sykes,, Hon. Sec. 30 October, 1912.  
From the above statement of the Committee it is clear that if only half-a-dozen of the forty 
odd absentees' had put in an appearance daily, the necessary extra teacher, and the required 
extra' accommodation would have been obtained ere now. The Education Board, at its 
meeting, this week, made application to the Department for a grant to, enlarge the school-—
the Department having indicated that the application would be approved. 
The School Committee makes application to parents and the guardians of children to add to 
the average attendance so that the status of the school may be raised and another teacher 
added to the staff. Irregularities in attendance involve the risk of being called on to interview 
the magistrate on the invitation of the truant inspector. The teachers, the school committee, 
the education board and the education department, are each doing their befit for the children 
and the school. To parents and guardians might be addressed the sporting phrase 
—"lT'S UP TO YOU NOW." 
2nd November 1912 At the monthly meeting held last Tuesday the Education Department's 
reply was received refusing to make a grant for the proposed school at Heretaunga and 
suggesting that the Board apply for a grant for increased accommodation at Upper- Hutt. It 
was resolved to make application as proposed by the Department. 
9th November 1912 In a long article in the Hutt valley Independent re a new school at 
Silverstream was this piece: Mr. Bennington wished it recorded that it was not desired to 
lower the status of the Upper Hutt school by withdrawing children therefrom. He thought 



they would do well to secure the aid of Mr. Connell by having their school associated with 
Upper Hutt as a side-school and thus participate in the advantages of the experience of the 
head and chief assistant teachers of the larger school. Asked by the chairman to address the 
meeting, Mr. McCurdy said he understood from the secretary and chairman of the Upper Hutt 
School Committee that no opposition had been offered to the proposed school by that body, 
Personally, he was inclined to think parents would continue to send the older children to 
Upper Hutt because the standards each received the special attention of a separate teacher, 
whereas in the smaller school one teacher had to keep six standards employed at the same 
time. That was probably also the reason behind the Department's refusal to make a 
grant………… 
30th November 1912 Upper Hutt School Picnic on Wednesday, next at •Maidstone Park—
starts at 10.30 Adults will be supplied with afternoon tea at sixpence each. 
11th December 1912 A school was wanted at Silverstream and Trentham Mr. McCurdy said 
the Education Board did not oppose the proposal, nor did the Upper Hutt School Committee. 
The Upper Hutt School was already over crowded  and the deputation considered that a 
building of sufficient size could be erected for £400. At the present time there were from 35 
to 40 children being carried daily on the railway to and from school at the Upper Hutt at an 
approximate cost to the Education Department of between £75 and £80.  

1913-1914	
1913 277 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £285.00 
1913 277 Upper Hutt Rogers John D2 Assistant Master £195.00 
1913 277 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £150.00 
1913 277 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D2 Assistant Female £115.00 
1913 277 Upper Hutt Printzen Doris K C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1913 277 Upper Hutt Baillie Raymond I 

 
MP2 £50.00 

1914 268 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £295.00 
1914 268 Upper Hutt Rogers John C2 Assistant Master £205.00 
1914 268 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E2 Assistant Female £150.00 
1914 268 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D2 Assistant Female £125.00 
1914 268 Upper Hutt Boyd Kate R 

 
Substitute £114.00 

1914 268 Upper Hutt McCaw William T Lic War Duty  £114.00 
1914 268 Upper Hutt Printzen Doris K C3 Assistant Female £110.00 

4th January 1913 UPPER HUTT. The following is the-list of certificates and prizes awarded 
to pupils of the Upper Hutt State School for the year just concluded: Attendance Certificates-
First Class, Hector Benge, Ivor Berg, Norman Cress, Marjory Kemp, Frank Kemp, Kathleen 
Kemp, Eunice Kemp, Ronald Keys, Grace McNabb and' Phyllis Scrimshaw.  
Attendance Certificates-Second Class. Jessie Blair, Eleanor Childs, Arthur Cooper, David 
Cooper, Roland Cress, David Cudby, Ernest, Gellen, Alice Gellen, Rhoda Gibbons, Frederick 
Goss, Leo Greenwood,- Matilda Greenwood, Hilda Keys, Laura Lynch, Hughenden Lynch.  
Prize-winners.  
Standard VI. Hilda Keys 1. Ronald Keys 2. Basil Martin 3.  
Standard V. Norman Cress 1. Edward Pearse 2. Ruby Blair 3.  



Standard IV,' Charles Brace 1. Kathleen Nicholls 2. Alice Gellen and Olive Mitchell tie for 3. 
Standard III. Boys—Ernest Gellen 1. Stanley Berrington 2, Jack Reid 3. 
Standard III,, Girls, Grace McNabb 1. Ida Keys 2. Ellen Kelly 3.  
Standard II. Edith Luckins 1. Jessie Blair 2. Doris Mudgway 3. 
Standard I. Arthur McNabb and Harold Williams' tied for 1. Elsie Sowerby and Leo Benge 
tied for 2. 
Below Standard I. James Brown Victor Scrimshaw, Elsie Parker May O'Brien, Harold 
Blackwell Thomas Matthews, Olive Luckins, Rita Clough, Roderick Pearse, Wallace Sykes,. 
Doris Whiteman, Noel Hathaway, Rona Benge, . Margaret Kirker, John Sittauer, Ivy Wyeth, 
May Bolton. 
29th January Wellington Education Board Heretaunga:. That the board is unable meantime 
to, accede to the: request of the petitioners having made .•arrangements with the Department 
for enlargement of the Upper Hutt School……. Mr F W Connell Leave of Absence granted 
by Wellington Education Board for 6 weeks 
15th February 1913 LUN-AR OR LUN-ACY? 
A member of the local school committee avers that in many country districts the meetings are 
held every four weeks in order to get moonlight nights. It is remarkable that the Upper Hutt 
meetings are fixed for the nights when there is NO MOON Is it not a fact that the. meetings 
are fixed for the first Monday after every second railway pay-day to suit the .convenience of 
one member of the committee .regardless of the convenience of the eight other members:'' As 
to the moon—here are the dates of meeting and moon-rise and moon-setting for three 
months; 3 Feb. rise 0.35 a.m. set 5.41 p.m. ?Mar, 4,26 p.m. 31 „ 11.11 p.m. 3.5 a.m. The 
moon has either set long' before the hour of meeting or does not rise until long after it closes. 
WHAU ? 
26th February 1913 Notification of a grant of £375 for additions to The Upper Hutt School 
was received from the Department. If the amount prove insufficient further application is to 
be made…….. It was decided to install the high pressure water service at the Upper Hutt 
school when the service is available  
26th February 1913 Master Ray Baillie, son of Mr J. F. Baillie, of Eketahuna, has been 
appointed pupil teacher -at the Upper Hutt. 
28th February  1913 In a long article on how children  are selected for Wellington Girls 
College was this piece: As many children entitled to a free place could not be accepted. Mr. 
Barber said a case had been brought under his notice by a lady from Upper Hutt of & girl 
who obtained the highest marks of any pupil if a the district, and yet was excluded from the 
school. Probably her place was taken by children who were receiving primary education. 
29th March 1913 Wellington Education Board declined Upper Hutt’s application for a septic 
tank 
11TH April Children of Upper Hutt school to visit  HMS New Zealand in Wellington 
Harbour  on the 22nd  April 
3rd May 1913 School Committee At Upper Hutt, the following were elected W J. Greig, J. 
Comeskey, J. W. Cudby, H. V. Benge, J. Martin, J. Hagan, J. Twohill, Rev. J.H Sykes and N. 
J. Bennington. 
27th May 1913 V Jacobson resigns from Upper Hutt 
14th June 1913 UPPER HUTT. 



Monday's meeting was attended by Messrs. Greig, chairman, Benge, Bennington, Comeskey, 
Cudby, Ilagan and Sykes secretary. Apologies were received from Messrs. Martin and 
Twohill The Education Board replied to the Committee's request that the adjoining vacant 
laud be purchased for school grounds and an infants' school. There is a probability of the 
request being granted. The wages of the cleaner were increased to £24 per annum from July 
1.  
The report of the headmaster was most encouraging and a hope was expressed that parents 
would assist in maintaining a record attendance to enable the school to claim higher 
capitation and the services of at least another teacher for whom the recent additions have 
made ample accommodation. A supply of grates has been made by the Education Board so 
that coal or wood may be used as deemed expedient or economical.  
The matter of holding another school concert in aid of the School Ground Improvement Fund 
will be discussed next meeting. Much further work is needed to bring the school into line 
with more favoured localities. The school concerts give everyone an opportunity of aiding in 
the work without unduly taxing a few enthusiasts.  
We suggest that the committee leave grown-ups out of the programme—let the teachers and 
scholars show what- they can do. The "Best on Record" was easily Misses Cook and James' 
Children's Entertainment, held in the old school at Trentham. Ask the Mothers. 
6th September 1913 Intimation has been received by the Upper Hutt School Committee from 
the  Education Board of the purchase of a section adjoining the present school there, for the 
purpose of school extension. A euchre party in aid of the school funds is at present being 
arranged .by the committee 
13th September 1913 The Upper Hutt School Committee is holding a "euchre tournament in 
the schoolroom, Martin .street, on Friday next. The tournament is to commence at a quarter to 
eight and will be followed by-a dance for which Mrs. Whiteman will play. Two prizes are to 
be awarded for the men-folk and two for the women-folk, -with consolation trophies also. 
The proceeds of the tournament are to be used for school purposes.' 
25th September 1913 Local Election candidates included William Greig, locomotive driver 
oil N.Z. Government Railways. Chairman of Upper Hutt School Committee, Nominated by 
Frederick W, Kemp and Peter Robertson 
29th October 1913 A request from the residents of Mangaroa for the establishment of a 
school in that settlement was referred', to the executive. It was explained that the residents 
had applied to the  Railway Department for facilities to enable their children to attend the  
Upper Hutt School. The Department had failed to meet their wishes. The  residents therefore 
asked for a school. Members expressed the  opinion that so many children—there are about 
40 of them—should not -be suffering  under the  injustice of having no facilities for 
education, cut the difficulty was that there was no assurance that Mangaroa would be a 
permanent settlement, and that there would Always be enough children to justify the 
existence of a school. 
29th November 1913 The Education Board made a grant last Tuesday for a fence at Upper 
Hutt School. 
27th December 1913 TO SCHOOLMASTERS. UPPER .HUTT. Prior to the "breaking-up" of 
the Upper Hutt State School for the Christmas Holidays, the boys of the upper classes who 



are about to sever their connection with the school, presented the head-master. Mr. Connell, 
with a silver inkstand  for his office table. The presentation was made by Darcy McNabb.  
Mr. Rodgers, assistant master was also the recipient of a shaving apparatus from the school 
cricket and football teams, 
27th December 1913 The following have received "Proficiency" Certificates on passing the 
Standard VI. examination  
Malcolm Cottle, Norman Cress, Leo Greenwood, Darcy McNabb Edward Pearse, Ruth 
Brace, Ruby Blair, Isabel Keys, Jessie Edwards and Edith Murphy.  
"Competency" Certificates were awarded to the following— Hughenden Lynch, Albert 
Southee, Mabel Shaw, Emily Whiteman and Ida Wilkie ;  
Attendance Certificates—First Class Standard VI Hughenden Lynch.  
Standard V—John Robson.  
Standard III. —Cyril Mitchell, Meyrick Pearson, Jessie Blair, Zita Cudby, Doris Mudgway.  
Standard II Peter Anderson, Leo Benge, Edward Cuneen Ellen Wills.  
'Standard I —Reginald Boyd, Iris Benge, Leila Cuneen, Dorothy Keys.  
Infants—Arthur Whiteman.  
Attendance Certificates Second Class  
Standard VI—Malcolm Cottle, Norman Cress, Leo Greenwood, Albert Southee, Ruby Blair, 
Emily Whiteman, Jessie Edwards, Isabel Keys.  
Standard V—Augustus Craig, Leo Fawcett, Edwin Goodwin, Kathleen Nicholls, Alva 
Williams.  
Standard IV—Eric Budd, David Cooper, Ernest Gellen,. Myrtle Dick, Ida Key. Standard 1III 
Robert Clark, Edward Harris, James Robson,. Alexander Wills, Doris Keys, Irene Smith.  
Standard II Roland Cress, Louis Greenwood, Harold Williams.  
Standard I—Allan Anderson, Stanley Geange, William Hogan, Onslow Keys. Infants—Doris 
Whiteman, Dorothy Garnall, Helen Gornall, Hazel Cuneen. 
28th February 1914 Technical Classes. [Upper Hutt did not have a District High School] 
Proficiency-certificate holders who are now attending classes outside Upper Hutt can take a 
free place in any other class at Upper Hutt. or they can- apply to transfer to the Upper Hutt. 
classes and thus avoid the daily train journey to town. Mr. Lynsky is arranging to visit Upper 
Hutt to confer with Messrs. Rodgers and McCurdy. Intending paying pupils and the parents 
of "proficiency" pupils will be welcomed at the conference. 
4th March 1914 Enquiries had been made from , Upper Hutt with regard to classes, but it was 
found that the train service was not convenient for pupils to come to Petone. It might, 
therefore, be advisable to establish a class at Upper Hutt. The number on the roll of the 
school was 309. 
19th March 1914 Appointment Wellington Education Board Mr W McCaw (ex Student) 
assistant Upper Hutt  
28th March 1914 Hutt Valley Independent A public meeting was to have been held by the 
local school committee next Tuesday, in the school-room to consider the Matter of forming ' 
a branch technical school at Upper Hutt. On Committeeman Benge informing those present 
that we had been granted the use of the Town Board-room for a public meeting to hear Mr. 
Lynskey, Petone Technical Director, Secretary Sykes was deputed.to interview us on the 
subject, We informed him we had over 50 pupils entered—one class ready and three others 



nearly full enough. And that our public meeting ; would be held as soon as the Director fixed 
a date when, he could attend to meet the people. Also, that if the meeting was successful, it 
would be necessary for the Petone Technical School Governors to first obtain the consent of 
the Wellington Education Board to the proposed branch classes and then the Education Board 
would have to arrange with the School Committee for the use of its building. It was 
ultimately arranged that the meeting be held in the Town Board Offices on Thursday next if 
Mr. Lynskey informed us he could attend. We wrote out the advertisement for the secretary 
of the school committee and attached his name at foot. He ordered us to strike it out and put 
in "W. Greig." 
20th February 1914 The Upper Hutt School Committee is arranging another school picnic to 
be held on St. Patrick's Day, on the Trentham racecourse, if procurable, at which parents will 
attend as well. The committee have still. £10 in hand from the recently-raised picnic. fund. 
Mr. J.. Lynskey. of Petone Technical School,-has offered to start a tec-hiiifi.il (evening) at 
.Upper-Hutt-School if twelve scholars are guaranteed to attend as a. minimum. - 'As no less 
than forty senior scholars left school' .during the  summer vacation, .it is expected that no 
difficulty will be experienced in taking advantage of Mr. Lynskey's offer. 
2nd May 1914 
[I am covering the Technical School in Upper Hutt in the same manner I have covered 
District High Schools in other Wellington Education Board towns, Pahiatua, Featherston, 
Martinborough and even Pongaroa etc] 
Hutt Valley Independent: Last issue we made reference to certain operations of the local 
"Whitewashes" and this week we direct our readers to the actions of what has not inaptly 
been termed "a set of "Scrubbers".  
In order that our readers may be in position to judge for themselves, we place before them a 
statement of the facts in connection with the Technical Education movement in Upper Hutt. 
As a result of conversations between J. Lynskey (director of the Petone Technical School) 
and J. Rodgers (assistant master of Upper Hutt State School), J. Rodgers interviewed A. J. 
McCurdy and asked him to take up the matter and obtain, pupils for certain classes to be 
conducted.at Upper Hutt as branches, of the Petone "Tech." He  also, assured McCurdy that 
the proposed Classes would be independent of the local, School Committee, and further  that 
the local School Committee would not be permitted to interfere.  
To verity the latter statements, McCurdy rang up the secretary of the Wellington Education 
Board on February  17 and elicited from G. L. Stewart that no proposals to establish technical 
clashes at Upper Hutt had reached him ; that the governors of the Petone Technical school 
would require to obtain 'the consent of the Wellington Education Board to the establishment 
of branch classes at Upper Hutt before capitation , could be earned: and that the ;•,, -consent 
of the Wellington Education Board and of the Upper Hutt School Committee to use the 
school-buildings for classes at night would also require to be obtained before  work could be 
begun.  
Having thus satisfied himself that the field was quite clear and that he was not poaching on 
anyone's preserves, McCurdy wrote the article "Give a hand to start a Technical School" and 
that article appeared in our issue of February 21. In that article, intending pupils were invited 
to hand in their names to McCurdy or Rodgers-52 entries were received by McCurdy as a 
result of his efforts and of this number about half-a-dozen also handed in their names to J. 



Rodgers. Not a single member of the School Committee stirred a finger to help the 
movement, and the Town Board sat tight. The only assistance promised was that offered by 
some of the intending-pupils' parents, and the permission of the Town Board given to 
McCurdy to use the Town Board meeting-room for one night for a meeting  (to be open to the 
public) to be arranged by McCurdy, at which J. Lynskey would address parents and intending 
pupils. _  
On February 28, having had information from J. Lynskey during the previous week Mc 
Curdy published the article "Technical Classes" giving to our readers information relative to 
the proposed classes, and stating a conference of pupils and parents would be arranged to 
meet J. Lynskey and McCurdy and Rodgers.  
On March 7, a further article under the same title was published, as a result of an consultation 
with J. Lynskey at which he was' made acquainted with the remarks of the Secretary of the 
Education Board. On that date McCurdy had received 22 entries, and J. Lynskey had 
discussed financial proposals with McCurdy and the provision of a shed and bins for wool 
classing, and he also promised to attend McCurdy's meeting.  
On March 14, 39 entries were announced in the Independent.  
On March 21, 49 entries were announced in this paper, and it was also stated—"As soon as a 
convenient date can be arranged with the Director of the Petone Technical School (Mr. 
Lynskey) a meeting will be arranged to be held in the Town Board room for parents, 
guardians and intending pupils to meet Mr. Lynskey and the promoters of the local technical 
classes. Due notice will be given in this paper. 
On Thursday, March 26, J. H. Sykes called on McCurdy and stated that the Upper Hutt 
School Committee had instructed him to call a public meeting in the school-room on 
Tuesday, March 31, to consider the matter of establishing a technical school. He did not 
know if J. Lynskey could attend on that date or not, though he said that the meeting was to 
hear an address from Lynskey. Sykes was then reminded by McCurdy that Lynskey would 
probably be in the training camp on that date, also that there were football club and fire-
brigade meetings fixed for the same night, and he was further told that the formation of two 
classes was complete and three others nearly so, and that McCurdy had obtained, the. use. of 
the meeting, room, of the Town Board for J. Lynskey to, meet the pupils on a convenient  
date, The late J. Comesky   who was present, suggested that McCurdy should ask Lynskey f 
he could meet the pupils and the school committee on Thursday, April 2, at the town board 
offices and that both meetings be held there on that night, McCurdy agreed to do so, but 
Sykes demurred that his instructions were to convene [End of copy] 
9th May 1914 School Committee Elections UPPER HUTT. There was a good attendance . of 
householders and others at the Upper Hutt School to elect the committee for the current year. 
The balance sheet showed a credit balance of nearly £2O to commence the new year with and 
no outstanding liabilities.  
A. J McCurdy, (who was voted to the chair on the motion of C. R. Matthews) moved 
 a resolution of sympathy with those  who were bereaved or injured a» a result of the recent 
explosion. The resolution was adopted in silence.  
The report paid tribute to the work of James Hagan and the late James Comeskey but made 
no mention of the late D. Mahoney being responsible for the successful sports at the 



Trentham outing. The report was adopted and a recommendation made that the school picnics 
(as far as funds would permit) be held at suitable places at a distance from Upper Hutt.  
The number of children on the roll at the end of the school year was 292 of whom 154 were 
boys and 138 girls.  
Complimentary resolutions were adopted in appreciation of the work of the teaching staff and 
of the outgoing committee.  
The ballot, as between the dozen candidates, resulted as. follows:  
Greig, W. 62 '  
Clough, L. 58  
Hotchen, W. 56   
Elliott, E. B. 55  
Kemp, J. 49  
Luckins, F. H. 45  
Wills. A. .45  
Howe, W. 44  
Usher, F. J. 42.  
The above nine were elected. F. J. Usher beat T Howell, in balloting off the tie.  
Howells, T. 42  
Benge. H.V. .41  
Shaw, H. 32  
The. successful candidates having returned thanks and promised to be good boys, the 
proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to the chair and to the scrutineers. 
28th May 1914 UPPER HUTT TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
Last evening a numerously attended meeting was held at Upper Hutt for the purpose of 
promoting the formation of a branch of the Petone Technical School. The chair was occupied 
by Mr. Grcig, chairman of the local school committee, who introduced the chief speaker of 
the evening, Mr. T. M. Wilford^ M.P. Mr. Wilford, in a most interesting and instructive 
address on the great advantages to be derived from attendance at technical school classes, 
gave particulars of the work now being done in this connection in various parts of the world. 
The system of instruction was be thorough and so varied that students who had taken 
advantage of it had held their own in all departments, and many had secured substantial 
salaries. Mr. Wilford gave full details of the proposed classes, times of attendance, and the 
fees payable. He stressed the absolute necessity of girls preparing themselves for' domestic 
duties^ especially in regard to cooking and sewing.. He deplored the fact that large numbers 
of women entered upon the responsibilities of married life without the first essentials of 
domestic training. While granting the value of instruction in shorthand and typewriting, 
which were two of the most eagerly sought for subjects, he thought young men and girls 
should take ,up the more useful t trade departments of technical education. The Upper Hutt 
branch of the school was being started as a means of saving students the necessity of a ten 
miles' railway journey to Petone. The address was heartily applauded.  
The Chairman announced that the school work would commence on Monday next. A. 
telegram was received from Mr. Lynskey, director of the Petone Technical School, stating his 
inability to attend the public meeting. It was stated that Mr. Lynskey had rendered valuable 
help in the present movement, as also had Mr. Rodgers and Mr. McEvedy.  



Mr. Robertson moved a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Wilford for his encouraging address, and 
this was carried by acclamation. 
3rd June 1914 Messrs A. J. Rodgers (English and, arithmetic), A. Kitson (shorthand and, 
typewriting), A. Cato (wool-classing), and Miss Laurenson (dressmaking) have been 
appointed as teachers to the Upper Hutt branch of the Petone Technical School. 
12th June 1914 At a committee meeting of the Upper Hutt Technical School held on Monday, 
8th June 1914, Mr. W. Grigg was elected chairman and Mr, J, Rodgers secretary 
17th July 1914 The school grounds at Upper Hutt were the scene of great activity on Arbor 
Day,' when more than 120 trees were planted by the teachers and scholars, assisted by the 
Hon, secretary of the  school committee and Mr. Lepper, gardener, Heretaunga. Warm thanks 
are due to the following donors of the choice selection of "trees:— Messrs. T. Waugh, Lower 
Hutt: H. C. Gibbons, Upper Hutt; T. S. Weston, Heretaunga ; G. Tolhurst, Heretaunga ; W. 
Routley, Trentham and T. Milligan…. 
12th September 1914 That the public-spirited Phil charged the Upper Hutt School Committee 
1 1/2 d  [ 1 and a half pennies. There were 122 pennies in a shilling and 20 shillings in a 
pound] a head for the children attending the Annual Picnic. The Racing Club asks nothing for 
the use of its ground for picnics—merely stipulates that all litter be removed. 
23rd September 1914 In order to enable the teachers and children to attend the farewell to the 
Expeditionary Force at Newtown Park, the Education Board has issued instructions that all 
schools in the city and as far as Plimmerton and the Upper Hutt (inclusive) are to close at 
noon to-morrow. 
30th September  1914 Wellington Education Board Upper Hutt (outbuildings) £27 10s: 
 

1915	
1915 290 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D1 Head Master £320.00  £ 50.00  
1915 290 Upper Hutt Rogers John C2 Assistant Master £235.00 

 1915 290 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E1 Assistant Female £160.00 
 1915 290 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D2 Assistant Female £150.00 
 1915 290 Upper Hutt Printzen Doris K C3 Assistant Female £120.00 
 1915 290 Upper Hutt Boyd Kate R D5 Assistant Female £110.00 
  

20th February 1915 That only Len Clough and Secretary Usher rolled up at last school 
committee meeting. Just before the annual election you will find the chap with the big "I" 
going round cadging for votes bragging about what he has done for the kiddies and that he 
has been present at every .meeting,. Doesn't say a word about the meetings that lapsed for 
want of a quorum and' that he failed to attend 
24th February 1915 Wellington Education Board A report was received from the inspector to 
the effect that the time was~ not yet ripe' for the board to undertake manual and technical 
instruction at Upper Hutt. 
8th May 1915 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. UPPER HUTT. 
There were only 37 persons present at the Householders' Annual Meeting last Monday, when 
the Rev. J. H. ,Sykes was voted to the chair. The report of the outgoing committee was  
satisfactory. There are 305 children on the roll and the .average attendance for the last quarter 



was 284—a slight increase in the average would entitle the school to an additional teacher. 
Mention was made that assistant W. T. McCaw had joined the Advance Party of the 
Expeditionary Force and on his return from service in Samoa had enrolled and left with the 
4th A resolution expressing appreciation and hoping he would return safely was adopted.  
The Balance-sheet was for a period which ended on December 31 last—on which date the 
school financial years now end,  
The receipts were  
Balance in hand £19 6 0  Capitation £44 12 10; Grant for Ploughing £1 0 0  Total £64 18 10 
The disbursements were  Cleaning £20 16 0  Fuel £  14 16 6 Repairs—Buildings, &c £5 17 6 
Books, Maps, &c £3 15 0 Ploughing school garden £1 0 0 •Bank charge £0 5 0 Total £46 10 
0 Leaving £l8 8 10 cash in hand on January I,  
After six candidates .had been nominated there was a general reluctance shown to stand for 
election. On a ninth candidate being at length found, nominations were declared closed on the 
motion of P. D. Davis and A. J. McCurdy. The candidates who were nominated in the 
following order were then declared elected—G. H, Guthrie, W, Greig, E. B. Elliott,- L. 
Clough, A. Wills, F. J, Usher, J, Paton, H. A, M, Anderson, J, Greenwood 
A resolution placing on record an appreciation of past services of the Rev.; J. H. Sykes and 
regret at his shortly leaving the district was  unanimously adopted, as also were the usual 
complement to to the staff and the outgoing committee. 
 The Headmaster called the attention-of parents to a waste of food and also to accumulation  
of hats and coats, at the school.  
On the motion of A J, McCurdy and C, R. Matthews the meeting unanimously called on the 
Education Board to acquire all land adjacent to the school within the block bounded by 
Martin, Blenheim and Brown streets and Benzie Avenue, and endorsed the action' of previous 
committees in asking for the extra land.  
No balance-sheet was presented for the Annual Picnic nor was any explanation volunteered 
why the resolution of the previous Annual Meeting had been violated by holding the picnic 
on Davis's property. Neither was any reference made to the outgoing committee having let 
the school building for private recreation in violation of minuted resolutions forbidding such 
letting while rateable premises are rentable. 
3rd July 1915 The Upper Hutt School Committee has (per Hon. Secretary, .Rev. F. J. Usher) 
granted the National .Reserve. permission to drill the local "Competition" team on the school-
ground in the evening, till next Saturday………..That a resolution on the Upper Hutt School 
Committee Minutes forbids the use of the buildings for meetings and entertainments. The 
then committee considered it unfair that a State-building which, paid no rates or taxes should 
be let to anyone when there were two halls (Oddfellows' and Town Halls) and other places 
paying rates and taxes available for the purpose. The teaching staff heartily endorsed the 
decision of the Committee. 
3rd July 1915 The Upper Hutt School Committee has (per Hon. Secretary, .Rev. F. J. Usher) 
granted the National .Reserve. permission to drill the local "Competition" team on the school-
ground in the evening, till next Saturday. 
27th October 1915 Wellington Education Board The applications for septic tanks at 
Johnsonville, Levin, and Upper Hutt and for a grant for top-dressing the asphalt ground of the 
infants' department 1 were all deferred 



13th November 1915 The Upper Hutt State School children have forwarded £6 12s. to the 
Uncle Tom Belgian Fund 
20th November 1915 The Upper Hutt State School picnic will take place in February, when 
the schools re-open alter the Xmas  vacation 
25th December 1915 The Upper Hutt State-school children have contributed to the various 
funds as follows . Ambulance Fund From the last item a sum of £4 6s. has been expended on 
wool and other necessary material, and the girls have made and forwarded 104 articles-socks, 
mittens, balaclavas facecloths, feeders, scarves, etc. 
At the Annual Examinations the following Upper Hutt scholars obtained Standard VI 
Proficiency certificates—Cecil Bishop, Constance Craig, John Fothergill, Ernest Gellen, 
William Gilbert, Donald Haggerty, Bernard Judd, Ida Keys, Douglas Reid, Cecil Salisbury, 
Frank Usher, Olive Wakelin and Gladys Whiteman.  
Competency certificates in the same standard have been obtained by Mavis Brown, David 
Cooper, Reginald Craig, Mona Elliot Jessie Greig Irene Haggerty Violet Keys,, Rongo 
Telford, and George Thomson.  
Good Attendance certificates were awarded Marie Abrehamsen, Agnes Anderson, Iris Benge 
Marjorie Benge, May Bolton Elizabeth Evans, Phyllis Haggerty, Rachel Judge, Doris Keys, 
Eileen Mabey, May O'Brien, Rita Paton, Irene Smith, Elsie ,Sowerby, Georgina Wilkie and 
Ivy Wyeth.  
The boys who secured Good Attendance certificates were ; Allan Anderson, Laurence 
Beavis, Reginald Boyd; Patrick Burns, Keith Cooler, Allan Cunniffe, Ellis Evans, Edward 
Harris, Sidney Hazelwood John Jacobson, Harold Kearney, .Onslow Keys, John Mabey, 
Merrick Pearson, Archibald Potts George Robertson, John Sittauer, Rongo. Telford, Leonard 
Tidswell, Wesley Williams and Alec Wills.  

  
£ S D 

Sep-14 Belgian Children  3 14 4 

Nov-14 
Wounded 
Soldiers 5 0 0 

May-15 Belgian Children  6 15 0 

Nov-15 
Wounded 
Soldiers 6 13 0 

 
Up to JAN 1916 
9th September 1916 Th« Upper Hutt School Committee having decided to install a septic 
tank system -of sanitation, intend raising: the necessary funds by a series of entertainment's, 
to. be held at intervals. The committee confidently appeals to parents and friends of the 
children to give these efforts their heartiest support, m the committee has to find half the 
cost—the Education Board providing the balance. Signed, for the Committee W. Greig, 
Chairman . G.H. Guthrie, H. Sec. 
22nd July 1916 That three members of the Upper Hutt School Committee waited on the 
Education Board re septic tank matters, 'and two of the three were interviewed.at different 
times by the Independent, their individual statements, opinions and deductions tallied. Now, 
someone has stuffed the Dead Bird with another story I Won't ask in gutter English, like John 
Willie, "Who DONE it?  Merely mention it was probably done by the person who' asserts "all 



questions on educational or school business should be dealt with through the secretary and 
not the chairman of the Education Board" but wants the business in his own district done 
through the chairman of the School Committee, not the secretary, Always was an inconsistent 
runner 
8th January 1916 Military Hospital Guild. Upper Hutt School feeders, face cloths and 
handkerchiefs 
12th February 1916 Upper Hutt State School Picnic on Wednesday February 23, Race-
course. 
12th February 1916 , Mr. McCaw> on military service, promoted, and to relieve during Mr. 
McCaw's absence; Miss Boyd; Upper .Hutt, 
25th February 1916 . Rodgers, the Upper Hutt schoolmaster, was in fine form with the bat in 
Petone's second innings. Right from the start to the finish of the innings he showed the full 
face of the bat to all the bowling sent him, and made some fine shots all round the wicket. 
4th March 1916 The appointment of a subcommittee to make arrangements for the annual 
picnic of the Upper Hutt State School ( was an experiment which proved so successful that 
subsequent functions will probably be conducted in like manner. Instead of holding the picnic 
in Maidstone Park {for which the proprietor—Mr. Phil D. Davis charged an admission fee of 
1 1/2d [1 and half pence. 12 pence in a shilling]for every child and 3d for every adult) or in 
the schoolgrounds to save expense; the sub-committee recommended an excursion to 
Trentham Racecourse—the Secretary of the Wellington Racing-club making no charge, 
merely stipulating that the grounds be left free of litter.  
A glorious sunny morning brought out a big field of bonny bairns, such as would have 
gladdened the heart of the late R. J. Seddon and fully justified the contention of that friend of 
the little people that the falling off in the numbers of the juvenile -population is not 
attributable to the country districts. The ZP cars—usually held for the troop  traffic—were 
freighted with happy children Whom our band of Boys in Khaki are preserving from the 
defilement and mutilation which-the little folk of Belgium have been subjected to.  
Arrived at the racecourse, a big programme of races and games was carried out and a real 
good time enjoyed by everyone. "Tucker-time'* was sounded several times through the day 
and kept the sub-committee very busy ministering to the needs of the bairns—a task in which 
Mrs. "Son" Mabey proved a most valuable worker and whose help is gratefully 
acknowledged by the sub-committee.  
Something like £27 was subscribed towards the Picnic Fund in addition to which Mrs. Jury, 
H. V. Benge, Ltd, and J. A. Hazelwood and Co, presented trophies to be competed for by the 
children.'  
All the local clergymen were in attendance and the latest arrival in the district—Rev A. D. 
Stratford, M.A., Vicar of St John's, Trentham presented the prizes to the successful 
competitors.  
On behalf of the School Committee, Chairman W. Creig  addressed the gathering and 
tendered the hearty thanks of the committee to all who had helped —by gifts or otherwise—
to make the picnic a success.  
The school committee entrusted the arranging and carrying out of the picnic to a sub-
committee consisting of Messrs. L. Clough, G. H. Guthrie (hon sec.) and J. Paton, whose 
work has given general satisfaction.  



RESULTS The following are the winners of prizes at the Upper Hutt School Picnic on 
Wednesday : 
Girls—Trophy presented by Hazelwood & Co.  
75 yds sprint—M. Heiford 1, G. Sittauer 2, A. Sanderson 3. 
100 yds Sprint— . Moulder 1 M. Heiford 2, . Aitchison 3.  
220 yds walk-G. Sittauer 1, J, Blair 2, P. Haggerty 3. Heiford and Sittauer tied (5 points) In 
the run-off, Sittauer won, by inches.  
Races in Standard sections:—  
VI.-G. Sittauer 1, . Moulder 2, P. Haggerty 3.  
V.-Norish 1, Sittauer & Taylor dead heat. 
 IV.-Aitchison 1, A. Sanderson 2, Jackson 3.  
III -F. Heiford 1, D. Whiteman 2, R. Benge 3.  
11.-I. Wyeth, McTigue 2 ,R. Fox 3.  
1,-M. Geange 1, Scott 2, Taylor 3.  
Consolation Race for trophy ,presented by. Mrs. Jury—won . by Jessie Sanderson. .  
Boys—Trophy presented by EV. Benge.  
100 yds sprint—A. Wills 1, Aitchison 2, W. Burns 3.  
150 yds sprint—Telford 1, Hagan 2, Wills 3.  
440 yds walk-Telford 1, Potts 2, W. Burns 3, Telford won the trophy with 6 points to his 
credit. 
Races in Standard sections—  
VI.—100 yds-Hunter I, Telford 2, Willis & Burns dead heat 3. 
 V-100 yds—Hagan 1, L. Benge 2, Murphy 3.  
IV Boyd 1, Jas. Brown 2 P. Ousey 3.  
III, —50 2, Anderson 3. 
II. —50 yds—Clark 1, Edzer 2, Southee 3.  
1 -50 yds—Crabtree 1, Hagan 2, Lepper 3. 
1st April 1916 Upper Hutt State School was closed on Tuesday to permit of: thorough 
disinfection. Re-opens Monday morning 
12th April 1916 According to the report of the director of the Petone Technical School- to the 
board yesterday, the attendance of students at Upper Hutt was unsatisfactory, and it was 
stated in the report that unless the  Upper Hutt Committee guaranteed that the  expenses 
would be met the board would be most reluctantly, but strongly, advised that the Upper Hutt 
be closed next quarter. 
28th April 1916 In a long article on the care of children’s teeth was this piece: It had been 
suggested that central meeting places for treatment should be Levin, Otaki, Johnsonville. 
Wellington City, Lower Hutt, and Upper Hutt. That, of course, would involve the question of 
cost of locomotion 
17th June 1916 Last day for receiving applications for the billet of charwoman at Upper Hutt 
State School closes next Thursday  
29th June 1916 Wellington Education Board discussion on providing septic tanks for schools 
included: the Board has recently under taken to construct a. septic tank, with local 
contribution of half cost at South Featherston, "Upper Hutt and Levin. 
1st July 1916 LOCAL COMMITTEE TO RAISE £80 



The new School Committee at Upper Hutt has interviewed the Education Board on the 
subject of installing a septic tank system and thus improving the local health conditions. On a 
previous committee arranging for a deputation to the Board, only the Rev. F. J. Usher turned 
up and, though he did his best, he failed to get permission to use monies saved from 
capitation (£6 per annum saved in sanitation fees alone) towards the Committee's share—
£80—of the cost of the work. The outgoing Committee admitted the septic tank was needed 
but was of opinion the Board should pay the whole cost—£160. It acknowledged the T own 
Board's assistance in charging half-fees for sanitation and giving an unlimited supply of water 
free, but. the members of the committee were not prepared to undertake  to raise something 
like £15 per annum extra for half -a-dozen years to pay half the  cost of the tank—in addition 
to the usual appeals to the people of the district. The new committee's deputation (three in 
number) had better luck than the previous ' one—not only did it secure permission to use the 
£6 per annum town board sanitation fees, but it can also use its "surpluses" shown on the 
annual balance sheets, towards making up its £80 share of the  cost. With this lightening of 
the burden, and an offer of the Record Hall and all its equipment free every fourth Friday (the 
committee to provide its own benzine [Petrol]) the local school committee undertook to raise 
the balance by a series of social gatherings to be held in the Record Hall, and Len Clough, 
Bob Dick and George Guthrie were appointed to carry on the entertainments during their 
term of office. The first Social of the  series will probably be held a fortnight after the Fire 
Brigade Annual Ball which is fixed for July 14th. The Independent will help the School 
Committee by inserting the Social advertisements free. 
12th July 1916 Technical School The finances of the Upper Hutt branch are, however, in a 
low condition, and it is feared that unless substantial help is forthcoming these classes will 
have to- be closed. 
22nd July 1916 That three members of the Upper Hutt School Committee waited on the 
Education Board re septic tank matters, 'and two of the three were interviewed.at different 
times by the Independent, their individual statements, opinions and deductions tallied. Now, 
someone has stuffed the Dead Bird with another story I Won't ask in gutter English, like John 
Willie, "Who DONE it? Merely mention it was probably done by the person who asserts "all 
questions on educational or school business should be dealt with through the secretary and 
not the chairman of the Education Board but wants the business in his own district done 
through the chairman of the School Committee, not the secretary, Always was an inconsistent 
runner 
9th August 1916 Petone Technical School Notification of intention to close the classes at 
Upper Hutt for the period of the war was received from the committee in that locality. The 
information was received with regret 
12th August 1916 ARRISON—CONNELL.—On 19th July, 1916, at St. John's Church, 
Trentham, by the Rev. J. H. Sykes, Corpl. John Fisher Harrison, 18th Reinforcements, eldest 
son of Mr. B. R. Harrison, Auckland, to Kathleen, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 
Connell, Upper . Hutt. , 
12th August 1916 Miss Printzen, .of Petone (one of the infants-class teachers at Upper Hutt 
school) was married on Tuesday last, to Sergt Douglas of the Trentham-camp staff 
9th September 1916 The Upper Hutt School Committee having decided to install a septic 
tank system -of sanitation, intend raising: the necessary funds by a series of entertainment's, 



to be held at intervals. The committee confidently appeals to parents and friends of the 
children to give these efforts their heartiest support, m the committee has to fund half the 
cost—the Education Board providing the balance. Signed, for the Committee W. Greig, 
Chairman . G.H. Guthrie, H. Sec. 
23rd September 1916 The Education Board has invited tenders for the Upper Hutt School 
Septic-tank 
30th September 1916 The Social in aid of the Upper Hutt State-school Septic-tank Fund 
(tenders for the work being already invited) was held in Record Hall on Friday, Sept. 15, and 
was very successful. By the kind permission of Col. Potter, the Trentham Camp-band under 
Sergt-major Bandmaster Fox was in attendance and in addition to providing vocal and 
instrumental items played for the dances. The Social Committee—L. Clough, B.C. Dick, and 
G. H. Guthrie—desire to thank McCurdy & Son for the free use of Record Hall and its 
complete kitchen and supper  room equipment, the Independent for free advertising, Mrs. 
Goodwin and the Trentham Band for supplying the music, P. Robertson  for his gift of 
benzine for the engine, J. T. Craig for milk, and Colonel Potter for granting the services of 
the band. Special acknowledgement is made of the work of the women-folk who helped in 
the preparation of supper. The programme included songs by Private Allan. Bandsman 
Gilbert, Corporal McMahon and L. Danahay. Miss Young gave a recitation and Miss Pelling, 
Mrs. W. H. Edwards and Bandsman Gilbert  played extras at intervals. The M'C’s were F. W. 
Connell, J. Greenwood and G. E. Guthrie. 
The Secretary has received, £1 7s. 6d towards the Septic Tank  Fund surplus from the 
Tremaine  Shield competing societies expenses contributed  funds. 
Frank Luckins' tender for the construction of a septic tank for  the Upper Hutt State School is 
accepted by the  Wellington Education Board. 
17th November 1916 UPPER HUTT TOTALS. The census returns for the Upper Hutt are as 
follow:—Males, 674; females, 725; total, 1399. Houses occupied, 263; houses unoccupied, in 
course of construction, 8;-total, 273. The population in 1911 was 1050. 
16th December 1916 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL 

Certificates were presented at the "break-up" on Thursday afternoon by Committee-chairman 
Greig who was accompanied by Secretary Guthrie and R. C. Dick and E. B. Elliott;  
Standard VI —Proficiency : William Burns, George Cottle Edward Harris, Walter Jones, 
Cyril Mitchell, George Thomson, Percy Usher, Wesley Williams, Alex Wills, Edward 
Zohrab.  
Mavis Brown, Jessie Blair, Ivy Cough, Mona Elliott, Phyllis Haggerty, Olive Martin Doris 
Mudgway .  
Competency : Harold Benge, Robert Clark, Arthur Cooper, Leslie. Wenham, Myrtle 
Hazelwood. Doris Keys Elsie Moulder, Gladys Sittauer.  
Attendance Certificates ; Infants—Edgar Gornall, Rita Robertson.  
Upper Infants—Edward Ede, Archie Potts, Leonard Tidswell. . 
Standard I—Arthur Corbett, Douglas Hemi, Clem Robertson Wilfred Wilkinson, Agnes 
Anderson. \ 
Standard ll.—Eric Aitchison , Peter Beavis, Graham Paton, Arthur Whiteman, Eileen 
Cosgrove.  



Standard 111; —Thomas Aitchison, Allan Anderson, George Robertson, James Perry, Rona 
Benge, Rita Clough. May Cooper, Ruth Crabtree, Gwen Evans, Rachel Judge, Margaret 
Kirker, Esme Pearson, Gwen Webb Johnnie Wills.  
Standard IV,—James Brown Thomas-Kirker, Percy Ousey, Frank Stroud, Iris Benge, Maisie 
O'Brien, Rita Paton.  
Standard V.—Leo Benge, Louis Greenwood, Merrick Pearson, Zita Cudby, Gladys Field, 
Grace Judge, Emily Sittauer, Ellen Wills. Standard, , 
VI~ George, Cottle, Edward Harris, Cyril Mitchell, Jessie Blair, Mavis Brown, Doris 
Mudgway, Gladys Sittauer.  
Pupils of the senior classes presented Headmaster Connell with a Stud box, [Business shirts 
had a separate collar which could be changed daily. This was held on with a stud] and 
Assistant  Master Rodgers with a cigarette case and a match-box.  
An interesting programme of songs and recitations was rendered by the children and 
comprised the following items : Duet, Mavis .Brown and Zita Cudby. Song, "Sister" Rita 
Lewis. Recitation, Alan Cunliffe. "Little Soldier" Infants. Song. Frances Whiteman. "Daffodil 
and Bee" Esme Pearson and Helen Gornall. Song, Alice 
Moses. Recitation) Maisie  O’Brien . Song, 'Miss Boyd’s class. Song lra Geange Piano solo, 
Mona Elliott. Carnation Song Eileen Cosgrove,  Recitation .Eileen Tidswell, Song, Eileen 
Cosgrove and Dorothy Gornell. Song, • "Sympathy Lily Harper. Song, Keep the Home-fires 
Burning" Gwen and Orina Fretwell and Doris Chapman. Recitation, Eileen Tidswell, Ben 
Gurden and Percy Campbell. Song and chorus, "Tokio" Mavis Brown and Doris Mudgway. 
Recitation, May Purvis. Song, "Will You Marry?" Infants. Recitation, "Jolly Uncle Jack", Flo 
Helford. Pansy Song, May Cooper and Lily Clark. "Marseillaise' Miss Paul's class. "God 
Save the King" concluded the day's programme. 

1917-1918	
1917 325 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D-40 Head £340.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Bowie William S C-60 Assistant £250.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Paul Ellen E-72 Assistant £180.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D-75 Assistant £170.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Duggan Eveline E C-83 Assistant £149.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Boyd Kate R D-97 Assistant £130.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Thompson  Clarice V D Assistant £129.00 
1917 325 Upper Hutt Blair Robina R R 

 
Probationer 1 £30.00 

1917 325 Upper Hutt Brown Jean D 
 

Probationer 1 £30.00 
 
6th January 1917 A correspondent supplied us with a newspaper' cutting giving an account of 
a  deputation of Silverstream people's interview with certain officials in connection with a 
proposal to establish a side-school at Heretaunga, but as the report of the interview had 
appeared in the three city papers it therefore had obtained considerable publicity. We 
therefore refrained from reprinting what appeared to be an incomplete account of the matter.  
From enquiries made recently and with information in our possession, there does not appear 
to be unanimity in the neighbourhood of Heretaunga, Silverstream and Western Trentham as 
to the desirability or necessity of having a school within such a short distance of the up-to-



date and thoroughly and ably staffed school at Upper Hutt. Criticising the efforts to have a 
new school erected on the main road close to Heretaunga, residents of that locality point with 
some amusement to the names of the persons which figured most prominently in the new 
school agitation—Barton who sent his children 17 miles by the now-derided train to a city 
school instead of 2 miles to Upper Hutt, and who has none of  school .age for some years 
past; Bennington, who sends little ones to school in town, instead of Upper Hutt, who either 
have no children to send to the asked-for school, or who wouldn't send their children to a 
State Primary School. It is also pointed out that the district is now much better served by the 
railway line-there being four stations (Bridge, Silverstream, Heretaunga and Trentham) all 
close to the main road and all within a few chains-distance of one another: and they also 
emphasise the fact that the new Upper Hutt school is only a couple of hundred yards away 
from the Upper Hutt station platform, whereas the old pulled down school (opposite 
Kitchen's store) was nearly a mile from the nearest train stopping-place —" Wallaceville" 
road flag station.  
On the other hand the advocates urging that railway travel by young children is dangerous 
(though no instances of mishap are quoted or reported) maintain that a side-school for 
children below Standard III is needed for that portion of the Hutt Valley and by them pressure 
has been brought to bear on the educational authorities to secure land for a school-site close 
to the Heretaunga railway station.  
A site for a post-office was also secured by the Postal Department alongside —besides 
which, the Defence Department had land on both sides of the original approach to the 
Heretaunga station. as a result of representations of "some" of the residents of the district, 
who support the school project, a promise has been-obtained or an arrangement outlined for 
an alteration of the position of the station road, which involved exchanges of the lands of 
three or four departments, so as to place, the .post-office and school on the western side of the 
station-road and bring the road itself right along the side boundary of the late Jos. Hodgetts' 
property which would so .gain an extra road frontage. It appears that, the necessary 
departmental exchanges of land had not been completed nor had an "exchange of roads" been 
approved of by the Hutt County  Council ,it is reported -that 'the .present owner of the 
Hodgetts property has successfully protested against the road being changed so as to run 
along his side boundary—hence the recent outcry from the side-school advocates and the 
subdued chuckling of their opponents.  
In View of the fact that the children have been travelling by train to the Upper Hutt State 
.School for over a quarter of a century without, sustaining injury ; that, there are now three 
extra railway stations on the ~train-route;, and. that, the new ..Upper'. Hutt, State School is 
nearly ¾ mile nearer its' station than the old one: the side school advocates will .probably 
find they have a hard row to hoe when their principal spokesmen and supporters are either 
men who have no children to send to the proposed side-school  or are men who send their 
children by train to Wellington to be educated and who would not send a child of their own to 
a local State School. 
6th January 1917 That poor dadder has turned "informer"—informed 'Arold the Upper Hutt 
school kiddies were too busy sewing for soldiers to enter for a competition. Missed the point 
—the children questioned as to why they did not enter said they had "not heard of the sawing 
competition 



13th January 1917 “To The Editor.] That “Pull Devil- Pull Baker" article last Saturday is an 
eye-opener to a lot of us who have had our logs pulled by people who have land they want to 
sell at a big figure, or who have no children to send to school. We don't mind what “ßennie" 
says or does about the matter didn't he turn his political coat and promise to stand for 
Parliament and run Tom Wilford off! We are getting fed up with a lot of stories of the 
Heretaunga gussies blocking the school and of "Connell [The headmaster of Upper Hutt] 
fighting against it" but the people who tell us these stories never bring any proof—not even 
Milligan who is secretary to the school agitators and 'who ought to be "in the know” as he 
works at the links. After reading your last week's paper, I've made np my mind it's safer to 
send a child a couple of hundred yards to one of the four available stations and thence by, 
traiin.to Upper Hutt, than to make them walk, anything up to two miles, on a motor-infested 
road, to school at Heretaunga - and in wet weather this walk would be worse. Just recollect 
the "side-school" is to be for the the tiny tots-children below the Third Standard. Think of 6-, 
7-, and 8-year-old infants trudging from the Bridge, the Brick-kiln and the Racecourse, 
through the rain, to their  blessed (that's not the word I first thought of) side-school at 
Heretaunga, while their older sisters and brothers board the train at the nearest of the four 
stations and travel under cover to Upper Hutt. It fairly narks me to think what da—l beg 
pardon—blessed fools some or us have been to let our legs be pulled so long. Yours, etc. 
BRICK-DUST  
P.S. [Post Script]Just knock this letter into shape for me, and oblige  
[Our correspondent's letter does ''fine" without any trimming. We are pleased to inform him  
that the statement "Connell is fighting against the side school is a deliberate untruth—the  
Upper Hutt headmaster has not expressed  an opinion for or against the proposal —he says 
"The affair is one for the Education Department and the people of the locality affected, to 
settle between themselves". Surely there is something fishy about a proposal whose advocates 
drag in the name of an upright neutral (F. W. Connell, Upper Hutt headmaster) and lie about 
him to "Brick-dust" and others—Ed 
18th January 1917 Among the names of those recently reported as having been awarded the 
Military Medal was that of Sergt. W. T. McCaw. Sergt. McCaw is a son of Rev. J. McCaw, 
of Lower Hutt. He was on the teaching staff of the public school at Upper Hutt when he 
enlisted for service at Samoa. He left again with the 4th Reinforcements and took part in the 
fighting on Gallipoli. where he was wounded in the arm 1 and was three' months in hospital. 
He has been in all the fighting in France since April. 1916, and. took part in the Somme 
"push." Sergt. McCaw was promoted from a private while serving on the field. 
10th February 1917 A BACK-YARD PICNIC 
The suggestion that the Upper Hutt State School Annual Picnic should be held in Upper Hutt 
this year, resembles the ''picnic" of the "slum folk" type—a penn'orth o' broken biscuits, a 
farvin' worth of tom-thumbs an' a rapport o' lemon-kali, in ahr backyard—rather than the 
proposal one expects from nine allegedly-sane men in a prosperous and progressive 
settlement. Apparently the Maidstone Park advocates are unaware that Upper Hutt children 
can visit Upper Hutt every day and a picnic in that township would be no novelty.  
Last year's Picnic was held at the Race-course and cost £25 —the principal 'items being 
refreshments £13 1s. 6d., prize money to children £7 5s. 2d., railway fares £3 13s. 2d. The 
only other expense was 15s. for cleaning-up the racecourse. A sum of £1 14s. 6d. was in hand 



from the previous year, £23 5s. 9d. was collected by L. G. Guthrie and J. Paton, and a sum of 
£5 Is. Id. was raised by the proprietor of Record Hall by a "benefit" picture-show £5 6s. 2d. 
remained on hand after all expenses were paid. Believing that our little folk are entitled to an 
"outing" once a year, we are authorised to make the following offer  
The proprietors of Record Hall guarantee to .raise Five Guineas by a benefit picture show and 
will hand a cheque for that sum to the secretary of the Picnic  Committee as soon as the date, 
and place of the picnic is fixed. If the benefit show realises more than Five Guineas, the extra 
money to be given to the school committee to hold for next year "outing.  
The editor of the Independent will similarly give a cheque for One Guinea to the Picnic 
secretary.  
These Six Guineas, with the £5 6s. 2d. balance in hand from last year gives the Picnic 
Committee £11 12s. 2d. to start with. Last, year's "outing" at the. Racecourse cost £24 15s. 
lOd including everything.  
The Six Guineas is offered on condition the picnic is held outside .Upper Hutt Racecourse,' or 
Lyall Bay, or anywhere else —but let it be an "outing". The kiddies have earned it by their 
patriotic work, 
24th February 1917 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The usual monthly meeting took place on Monday, Fab. 12— present, W Greig (chairman) 
G-, H. Guthrie (secretary) L. Clough  R. C. Dick, E. B. Elliott, J. Greenwood, J. Paton and  G 
J, Taylor. An apology was tendered on behalf of H. A, Anderson. 
The Headmaster's report on school attendance showed that 48 children  left .school, at the end 
of last year and, 25 new scholars had been enrolled—the total was now 333, of whom 173 
were  boys and 161 girls. 
The Education 'Board, has appointed Misses R. Blair (Silverstream) and J. Brown (Upper 
Hutt) probationers to the- school. Overcrowding being alleged -it was resolved "This 
Committee is of opinion that an infant school, separate from the main school, is necessary in 
the interests of the school". 
A letter was received from A, J. McCurdy  enclosing £6 6s 0d. to be used by the committee 
on condition the school picnic was held outside .Upper Hutt, The secretary was instructed to 
return the cheque and thank the writer for his generous offer and inform him that the 
committee had made arrangements to .hold the picnic in Maidstone Park. 
It was decided to hold the picnic on Wednesday, February 28th,  
The "committee" granted the school children a holiday on that date. 
24th February 1917 Several letters have reached us commenting adversely on the school 
committee holding the picnic in the .township when it was offered  ample funds to take the 
kiddies for an outing. Apparently someone "readied-up" the Maidstone. Park stunt between 
the January and February meetings of the School Committee. On Monday, Feb. 12 the 
committee decided to held the picnic on February 28, but it is peculiar to note that on 
Saturday, January 13, the Weakly 'Arold printed this statement—"School picnic in Maidstone 
Park last Wednesday in February "-'but all the members of the Picnic Committee declared no 
meeting had been held nor had the place or date been even discussed by them". The Picnic 
Committee held one meeting—on Friday February 9 and apparently reported to the School 
Committee on Monday February 12—no meetings of Picnic or School Committees were held 
between the School Committee meeting of January 4 and the Picnic Committee meeting of 



Feb, 9, and the School Committee meeting of "Feb. 12. Who went to 'Arold. between Jan. 4 
and J an. 11. and arranged with him to announce the picnic was to be held in Maidstone Park 
and that Feb. 28 was the date ? Hasn't someone had the loan of both committees? 
In our opinion arrangements could have, been made to take the children to Lyall-bay for a 
"Day at the Sea-side by train leaving Upper Hutt at. 8.37 a.m.  —tram via Kilbirnie to the 
Bay and via Constable street back to the railway station—other cash than the Six Guineas [A 
guinea was 21 shillings. There were 20 shillings in a pound] offered to the School 
.Committee would have been forthcoming to finance such an "outing" for the little folk of 
Upper Hutt and district, 
1st March 1917 Wellington Education Board An application for the removal of the school at 
Akatarawa to a- more convenient position, and another for a separate infant department.at 
Upper Hutt were deferred for further information 
17th March 1917 CHOOL COMMITTEE. 
At Monday's meeting, J. Paton (out of the district at present was the only absentee and he 
obtained leave of absence;  
 A petition is being sent to the Education Board re overcrowding at Upper Hutt school, and 
application is being made for more desks which are urgently required.  
The "picnic" report is to be presented next meeting.  
P. D. Davis is 'to be thanked for, lending Maidstone Park free for the picnic,  
The Headmaster's report showed 348 on the 'roll —179 boys and 169 girls, Average 
attendance 316 for the new year,  
On February 22. Dr. Ada Patterson with two "physical" experts visited the school and put in a 
whole-day examining the children of the lower standards for physical defects —confidential 
reports being sent to some parents. Before leaving she said she was greatly pleased with the 
general. appearance of the children she had examined. With a few exceptions they were 
healthy and robust, and many were exceedingly well-developed  
A "corrective" class has been formed for special physical drill for those requiring corrective 
exercises.  
The pines have been "topped" and the wood sawn for fuel for the coming winter- a 
considerable quantity being thus got at a small cost compared to that of coal 
28th March 1917 Wellington Education Board It was decided to apply for grants for 
additional accommodation at Karori and Upper. Hutt, and to make further enquiry regarding 
the position at Akatarawa and Kareputi [Sic Karapoti] 
28th March 1917 Wellington Education Board Resignation of Mrs Douglas accepted [Not 
from service 
5th May 1917 "Barney"; Elliott is chairman of-Upper Hutt; School Committee 
12th May 1917 Wellington Education Board To Petone Mr P McCaw 
 Upper Hutt Mr S J M King assistant. Miss K R Boyd assistant, Miss E Duggan assistant 
26th May 1917 At the April meeting of the Upper Hutt School Committee H. A. Anderson 
and G. J. Taylor forwarded apologies for unavoidable absence.  
The Education Board wrote saying it could not build a separate infants' school but proposed 
to relieve the alleged overcrowding by adding another room to the present building.  
It was decided to enter a protest against the Board's proposal and to notify the Minister for 
Education, of the present overcrowding.  



The Headmaster's report gave the average attendance for the March quarter as 321. Intra were 
then 354 names on the roll 180 boys and 174 girls. 
26th May 1917 THE "BACK-YARD" PICNIC 
The Upper Hutt School Picnic balance-sheet—a copy of which we have received from 
Secretary Guthrie—affords one much amusement when it is remembered that the committee 
made the excuse for holding it in the township that it would be too expensive to take the 
children elsewhere. The balance sheets, however, show that the "Back-yard" Picnic this year 
cost £24 8s. 2d. of which £7 15s 6d was for prizes. Last, year's picnic at the Racecourse cost 
£24 15s. 10d, (including railway fares and cost of cleaning-up) and £7 5s. 2d. of the £24 15 
10 was spent on prizes.  
The public subscriptions last year were £23 5s. 9d. to which was added £5 Is. 9d. from a 
benefit picture-show at Record Hall £1 4s. from the Tremayne Shield Committee and £l  14s. 
6d from the previous year.  
This year the Picnic Committee collected £21 11s. from the public which with £6 10s. 2d, in 
hand from last year gave it £28 Is. 2d. to start with. To this was added £2 4s. 3d., proceeds of 
a benefit picture show at the town hall (it is understood this included a donation of 10s. each 
from William John Patterson and Eileen May Alexander). A cheque for £6 6s. from the 
proprietor of the Record Hall and Independent to help pay the cost of holding the picnic out 
of the township was declined by the committee and returned to the editor with thank.  
Of the £30 5s. 3d. total funds the committee spent £24 8s. 3d. and had £5 17s. 3d. left over 
after paying all expenses.  
This surplus with the £6 6s. offered by McCurdys' Enterprises totals £l2 3s. 3d.—enough to 
pay for three times as many children and teachers as were taken to the picnic at the 
racecourse last year and have 13s. 9d left in hand 
The committee chose a "Back Yard" turn-out instead. 
26th May 1917 At the April meeting of the Upper Hutt School Committee H. A. Anderson 
and Gr. J. Taylor forwarded apologies for unavoidable absence.  
The Education Board wrote saying it could not build a separate infants' school but proposed 
to relieve the alleged overcrowding by adding another room to the present building.  
It was decided to enter a protest against the Board's proposal and to notify the Minister for 
Education, of the present overcrowding.  
The Headmaster's report gave the average attendance for the March quarter as 321. Intra were 
then 354 names on the roll 180 boys and 174 
15th June 1917 An assistant master is required at the Upper Hutt School 
7th July 1917 The Upper Hutt State-school children forwarded £8 4s. 3d. as their contribution 
to the Zeppelin murdered British-children Fund 
4th September 1917 Mr. J. J. Rogers, head assistant teacher at Upper Hutt School, who has 
left the district to take change of the Waikanae School, was the recipient last week of 
presentations from the school children and staff, the congregation of the Catholic Church, and 
also from many personal friends. Mr. Rogers took a keen interest in all local affairs at Upper 
Hutt. He was a member of the committee of the local Horticultural Society, arid also a strong 
supporter of the local cricket and football clubs. 
5th September 1917 There was a representative gathering of Upper Hutt and district residents 
at the Trentham Hotel on .Monday night to hid farewell to, Mr J. Rodgers, who lias hold the 



position of first assistant master at the Upper Hutt school for the past seven years. Eulogistic 
reference was made. to the guest's excellent services in helping to equip' the  young of the  
district to light the battle of life, and his good qualities as a citizen.’ During the evening Mr 
Rodgers' was presented with a parting gift which he acknowledged in a manner fitting to the 
occasion. For several seasons Mr Rodgers has been one of the mainstays of the Petone cricket 
team, by whom he will be greatly missed both as a bowler and batsman. He is leaving Upper 
Hutt to take up the position- of headmaster of the  Waikanae school. 
14th September 1917 Mr W S Bowie appointed assistant Upper Hutt. Mr Bowie came from 
Greytown School 
12th October 1917 has been received by Rev. J. McCaw, of Lower Hutt, that his son, Sergt. 
W. McCaw, M.M [Military Medal]., has gone to Cambridge for a training course prior to 
sitting for his commission. Sergt. McCaw was on the staff of the Upper Hutt Public School; 
and has served through Samoa, Gallipoli, and France. 
29th September 1917 W. S, Bowie, who succeeds J. J. Rodgers as assistant-master at Upper 
Hutt State School is to commence duty on November 1st. 
8th December 1917 The other day a city member of the Carpenters' Union had a few words to 
say about the Upper Hutt School Committee having sunk its patriotism and let the contract 
for the new classroom to a German builder named Meyers. We informed him the committee 
had no say in the matter and that the Wellington Education Board was alone responsible. 
Meeting Inspector Dineen of the Education Department, a few minutes later, the matter was 
mentioned to him with the remark that if found to be as stated, the Independent would give 
the Wellington Education Board "PARTICULAR HELL". Education Board Secretary 
Stewart—apparently informed of'  our intention to probe by Inspector Dineen—made it his 
business to specially go to the train at Lambton station to put his version of the subject before 
the Editor of the Independent. Secretary Stewart states the business of Meyers was taken over 
some months ago by Renner. the contractor for the school-additions, and he (Stewart) is 
satisfied Meyers is not associated with Renner at all. He pointed out in justification of his 
Board's action, that Renner had (since taking over the business of Meyers). carried out 
contracts for the Wellington Hospital Board in connection with the kitchen and the Home, 
Contractor Renner has written to-a city newspaper admitting a German descent and claiming 
to be a British subject.  
What the acceptance of certain tenders by the Wellington Hospital Board has to do with 
Meyers' or Renner's businesses or with Renner's nationality, is hard to discern. After an 
experience of the Hospital and Charitable Aid Board methods of doing business at one board 
meeting and two committee sittings, the editor (who is now a member of that Board) would 
not be surprised to learn that it had in the recent past let contracts to Bulgarians and Turks.  
Education Board Secretary Stewart says he is satisfied that this particular business is SOT 
German-owned or conducted by a German. That is all the evidence we have at present.  
Anyone else wish to speak ? 
9th March 1918 Hutt Valley Independent By resolution of the Upper Hutt School Committee, 
reports of its meetings were to be supplied to BOTH Upper Hutt papers by the secretary. 
Even if the Dead Bird is planted in the Presbyterian cemetery, that is no reason why the live 
and Independent newspaper should not receive the information. If the secretary wants to dig 
up the Dead Bird, we'll let him have a rasp with our file. Anyhow, he hasn't yet informed us 



when or where the annual picnic is to be held,-nor has anyone called for a donation to the 
school picnic fund. 
13th April 1918 The Upper Hutt School Committee wants a charwoman at a, pound a week. 
Applications will be received by Chairman E. B. Elliott, up to Saturday next. Wages paid 
monthly. Schedule of duties at the school. 
2nd February 1918 Wellington Education Board During the holidays additions have been 
made to the Upper Hutt School 
20th March Wellington Education Board Miss E Paul resigns 
13th April 1918 The Upper Hutt School Committee wants a charwoman at a, pound a week. 
Applications will be received by Chairman E. B. Elliott, up to Saturday next. Wages paid 
monthly. Schedule of duties at the school 
18th April 1918 A H Tocker appointed assistant, Mr J Casey assistant (Temporary 
appointment)  
28th September 1918 Private  K. 1. Baillie, reported died oi wounds, was the second son" of 
Mr. J. F. Baillie, builder, of Eketahuna He was at one time in the service of .the, .Wellington 
Education Board,, teaching at Upper Hutt and Featherston Schools, but for upwards of two 
years before he enlisted ho was in the Public Trust Office, Wellington. At the age of 17 he 
made a strenuous effort' to join the Main Body, but was turned down on account of his age. 
Immediately on attaining military age  he voluntarily enlisted with the Thirtieth 
Reinforcements, and joined the machine-gun section. Mr. Baillie has another son serving in 
France, attached to the Field Engineers.[ Taught 1913 at Upper Hutt and 1914 at Featherston] 
5th October 1918 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL 
(To the Editor.) 
Sir,—l wish to express myself in regard to the  action of the  schoolmaster in allowing. the 
children a half-day holiday on wet days. Twice this week the children have been given half 
days and sent home in the rain, most of thorn having to walk from Upper Hutt down to 
Trentham, Heretaunga, and Silverstream, also over the  Whiteman Valley district. At the time 
of writing the  rain is coining down in torrents and the children are passing down the railway 
lino like drowned rats. I think the Education Board should take objection to this sort of thing. 
Why cannot the  schoolmaster keep the children until the train leaves? 1 have three of my 
own children attending this school, who have to walk two miles, but I am thinking of those 
who walk four and five' miles. I would like to know why half-holidays are given on wet days. 
It was all right giving the children a half-day for- the Bulgarian surrender, but as it was so 
wet should not the schoolmaster have kept the children under shelter until the trains left and 
given them a lecture on the British Empire, or something pertaining  to the occasion ?—I am, 
etc., Trentham Mother.. October 3. 
21st November 1918  A complete organisation has been carried out at! Upper Hutt, where a 
hospital has been equipped in the schoolhouse [The name for the school and not the 
residence] 
, and is in charge of Mrs. Pettit, whose husband is on the Trentham Camp medical staff. Very 
good work is being done by all concerned, and house-to-house visits made. In this and in 
other ways the police are rendering assistance. A few serious cases were disclosed, but the 
bulk of the cases are of a. mild nature. 



25th November 1918 UPPER HUTT. Very few homes in this district have escaped the 
scourge. Dr Munro, the local doctor, has been stricken, and by the kind permission of Colonel 
Henderson, Major Pettit, N.Z.M.C., has been attending, with much success, to a large number 
of  patients. A committee was formed, with Mr F. W. Council as chairman, and the various 
members are working hard to assist all those who are in distress. The school, which had seven 
largo well-ventilated rooms, has been turned into a hospital for serious cases, and, under a 
certificated nurse, Mrs Pettit, assisted by a few energetic workers, a very great amount of 
good is being done 
5th December 1918 Miss A D  Hawley appointed assistant 
 

1919-	1920	
1919 334 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D-40 Head £410.00 
1919 334 Upper Hutt Bowie William S C-59 Assistant £340.00 
1919 334 Upper Hutt Rendle Arthur C 

 
Assistant £280.00 

1919 334 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E D-71 Assistant £255.00 
1919 334 Upper Hutt Duggan Evelyn E C-83 Assistant £195.00 
1919 334 Upper Hutt Boyd Kate R D-95 Assistant £170.00 
1919 334 Upper Hutt Kershaw Florence E C-102 Assistant £165.00 
1919 334 Upper Hutt Hawley Agnes D D-101 Assistant £155.00 

 
15th March 1919 That if the school attendance average drops below 321 one teacher will be 
taken from Upper Hutt. Oh Yes, and as a lot of bairns under seven are not attending- 
regularly, there is a big risk of the teacher being removed. 25 taken away to send to the 
convent school is a big lot of children off the roll in one hit, isn't it ? Keep the pot a-bolin' by 
sending all the kiddies you can in their places, 
25th March 1919 In a long letter to the editor re children on trains was this  Having had a 
long experience of the difficulties arising from a number of children travelling to school, day 
after day, by train—as from twenty to thirty boys and girls used to attend the Hutt District 
High School, coming from Upper Hutt and intermediate stations—l have no hesitation in 
saying that some such expedients as proposed by Mr. Denniston should be put in force.  
19th April 1919 There was a fair attendance of householders at the annual' meeting of 
householders of the Upper Hutt district. It was reported that the number of scholars on the 
roll is 363, as compared with 374 for last year. The average attendance for last quarter was 
324. The headmaster (Mr. Connell)" drew the attention of householders to the fact that if the 
attendance drops to 321 it will place the school in a lower grade, and this would mean the 
loss of a teacher. He therefore, urged parents and guardians to see that the children attended 
with regularity. .He reported that 22 children obtained proficiency and competency ' 
certificates, and 58 obtained good attendance certificates. • 
A motion was passed urging the standardisation of and free school books throughout the 
Dominion. 
Votes of thanks were passed to the headmaster and his staff for the good work done during 
the past year, and to the outgoing committee. The following members form the new 
committee : Messrs. G H. Guthrie (chairman), L. Clough (secretary); Elliott, Anderson, Dick, 



Greenwood, Taylor, Greig, and Wards. The first eight were members of the outgoing 
committee. 
7th May 1919 Wellington  Rugby Union decided to provide  a ball for the Upper Hutt School  
10th May 1919 Trentham Band is giving a concert in aid of the Upper Hutt School funds on 
Thursday week in the town hall. 2s. and Is. [s stands for shilling] 
8th July 1919 John Coomber was ordered to pay 5s. per week towards the support of a 
brother and sister who are inmates of the Upper Hutt Industrial School. [This was not a 
Wellington Education Board school and may have been a school where children attended a 
state school] 
16th July 1919 Wellington Education Board in it’s annual report stated additions were built at 
Upper Hutt School 
27th October 1919 Mr J Casey (Upper Hutt) appointed assistant teacher at Levin 
3rd November 1919 BY 'STRAIGHT-TALK MAC" _  
A deputation of members of the Upper Hutt School Committee headed by it’s chairman, Geo 
Guthrie, waited on the Town Board a couple of meetings ago relative to establishing a 
local school library and to ask for a grant of the ratepayer's money to finance the scheme, It 
was explained that the school committee had two schemes-one, to buy books and set up a 
permanent school library, all moneys subscribed for such a purpose being subsidised £ for £ ; 
by the Education Board. The other proposal was to rent books from the City Library under 
the City and Suburban School Library Scheme under which specially 'selected suitable books 
are made up for school circulating libraries and rented out to school committees at an annual 
fee of one shilling per volume-the books being returned at the end of twelve months and 
another collection substituted, The Upper Hutt School Committee was inclined to favour the 
second proposal, as it meant a different set of books each year and kept the school library up 
to date. It was proposed to issue the books free to the schoolchildren and to limit the library 
privileges'' children in and above the third standard.  
Asked -How many children are thus eligible ? None of the deputation knew, but Secretary L. 
Clough promised to furnish the information.  
Asked what sum the deputation sought ? 'Spokesman Geo. Guthrie replied "Ten pounds" 
McCurdy moved the request be referred to the Finance Committee to report next meeting. In 
the meantime the deputation could ascertain the number of children eligible to borrow books 
and notify the town clerk. At the moment he (McCurdy) was of opinion the second scheme 
should be adopted and made-a self supporting one by charging the borrowers a shilling a 
year. A penny a month per child was a sum anyone could afford .[Less than a farthing a 
week}. His experience was that the bulk of the children were careless; in handling and 
scarcely appreciate things that cost them nothing  
Motion to refer to the Finance Committee agreed to.  
At the following meeting of the town board the committee reported it had no money available 
for the purpose.  
At the close of that meeting McCurdy discussed the School Library Scheme with the 
Chairman of the School Committee and. handed him a cheque for a four year's subscription 
to a library scheme he outlined to Chairman Guthrie and has since detailed to Secretary 
Clough.  
• Hero are McCurdy's objections to voting ratepayers' cash to the State School Library 



1, Only about 250 children benefit under the proposal. There are not far off 400 on 
the school register.  
2. A fairly large proportion of the 250 who may benefit have no claim on the ratepayers 
of Upper Hutt as their parents reside in the Hutt County 
3.  Some 40 or more children of Catholic parents are cut off from "Library benefits because 
they life their church's school. And further the Catholic 'family of the town District [Brown 
Cooley, Cosgrove, Craig, Cudby, Kearney, Larmer, Martin, Quinn], and a score of others, 
pay more rates to the Town Board than the whole of  the parents of the children attending the 
State School.  
4, That about 250 children in St. Joseph's Orphanage and resident within the Upper Hutt 
Town District, are cut out of the scheme, though the Institution is one of the big ratepayers of 
the town district,  
5. That if libraries are essential to State Schools then it is the duty of the Education 
Department to provide them And if the libraries are not essential, then it is improper to vote 
the ratepayers'  money away on them.  
And here are the suggestions made by McCurdy to Guthrie and Clough [chairman and 
secretary of the school committee]  
1. That a library of 200 books be rented from the Wellington City School Libraries Office 
Newtown at the usual annual rental of £10:  
2. That Forty Subscribers be obtained within the Upper Hutt School District, to pay Five 
Shillings a year for Four Years [£l in all] cash down for the four years if possible. This makes 
the scheme financially sound for four years.  
3. That borrowers be charged One Shilling per annum in advance in the case of one child in 
the household borrows books. Each additional child of the same family to pay Sixpence a 
year in advance. 
.4. All moneys to be banked in the Post-office- in the names of Trustees; so as to earn interest 
until required  
Further suggestions by McCurdy are-:- 
5, That the hire of books for  first four years he paid out of funds raised under suggestion No. 
2,  
6, That all interest and all the children's library fees with the Education. Board subsidy of £ 
for £. be used in purchasing NEW BOOKS to. form a PERMANENT School Library.  
7, The management of the funds-and selection of books to be in the hands of a committee 
consisting of the secretary and chairman for the time-being of 
the Upper. Hutt School Committee, the. headmaster of the. Upper Hutt State School, and 
two" persons not members of the school committee nominated and elected by subscribers  to 
the fund raised under  suggestion No. 2, 
It is urged that the scheme outlined in these suggestions-is financially sound, is not open to 
any serious objection, and that the constitution of its proposed committee of management of 
funds and book-purchases is fair to all concerned-. The suggestion not only provides for a 
hired library to go on with, but also shows the way to obtain a permanent one. ,  
We doubt if subsidy will be paid on moneys Subscribed to rent books from the Wellington 
City Council 



20th December 1919 A concert was given last week by the scholars of the Upper Hutt School 
in aid of the school funds. The items for the first part of the concert consisted of songs, 
dances, dialogues, etc., and in the  second part the cantata, "Rose of. Joy," was given. The 
children were trained by the teachers of the school. The children's and teachers' efforts were 
very much appreciated by the parents*of the children and their friends. 
On Tuesday last, Colonel Roberts, accompanied by Captain Chudley  , attended the school, 
.and, on behalf of the- Navy League, presented the school with a New Zealand ensign. The 
headmaster, Mr. Connell, accepted the flag on behalf of the school. Mr. Guthrie, chairman of 
the school committee, called, for three cheers for the Navy League, and these were heartily 
given.  
The committee's prizes to the children gaining the highest marks for proficiency were 
awarded to Lilian Hook and Henry Salisbury. The chairman's prize for most consistent .work 
during the year was won by May Bolton. 
29th December 1919 The marriage of Miss Eileen Connell, younger daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. W, Connell, Upper Hutt, to Mir. O. H. Fyfe, of Gisborne, was solemnised at St. 
John's Church, Trentham, on 17th December. The officiating clergyman was the Rev. N. S.. 
Barnett, assisted by the Rev. J. H. Sykes. The church was tastefully decorated by the bride's 
girl friends…………… 
4TH February 1920 Navy League Membership Upper Hutt School 162 
19th March 1920 Wellington Education Board tenders for asphalting at Upper Hutt S 
O’Brien 
15th May 1920 At the annual meeting of householders held at Upper Hutt, there was a fair 
attendance. The report showed the finances to be in a good position. The outgoing committee 
brought before the meeting the need of a- separate infant school and pointed out that some of 
the present classrooms were overcrowded, and an extra room was also needed for the staff. A 
resolution was passed urging the board to make provision for a separate infant school. The 
following committee was elected:—Messrs. Guthrie (chairman), Greig, Elliott, Taylor, .Dick, 
Robertson, Milligan, Blackwood, and Clough (secretary). 
19th May 1920 Miss E E Dugan resigns  
17th December 1920 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL 
"UNVEILING OF HONOURS BOARD. 
The unveiling of the above honours board took place last Saturday afternoon at the school, 
when the Hon. C. J. Parr (Minister for Education), Mr Forsyth (chairman of the Education 
Board), and Mr W. H. Field, M.P. for the district, were present to do honour to the bravo 
boys who had gone away to "do their bit." After the chairman, Mr Guthrie, had introduced 
the Ministerial party, the Minister thanked the school committee for the kind invitation, and 
spoke feelingly of all who had fallen in the Great War for the cause of freedom, saying it 
involved great credit to our national form of education, and great praise was due to the 
teaching staff of the Dominion, for they had instilled into their boys the idea of duty to King 
and Empire. Honours boards, the Minister maintained, were a lasting memorial to the 
children of the future generations, for as they came to school this board would always be 
before them and serve to keep before them the great deeds their fathers and grandfathers .did 
in the Great War. Mr Forsyth agreed with the Hon. Mr Parr with regard to the efficiency of 
the national system of education, although he stated many improvements could be made. 



Mi- Field also spoke, after which the Minister for Education unveiled the board, all present 
standing. -The singing, of the National Anthem brought the proceedings to a close. Three 
cheers were given for the Ministerial party, who, at 'the conclusion of the ceremony were 
entertained by the School Committee at afternoon tea. 
10th December 1920 Favoured by brilliant weather and under splendid management the- 
combined public schools of the Wellington district held their sports meeting at the  Basin 
Reserve yesterday. There were many juvenile participants from ns far as Upper Hutt and 
from Plimmerton on the  other line……….. 
Upper Hutt pupils to finish well included: 
35 Yards under 9 Qualified for final: Jessie McLaughlan 
Three Legged race 25 yards Mavis Huggans and Annie Hart 3rd 
50 Yards 8 years old qualified Frank Hughes. Won the final 
69 Yards 9 year old qualified and finished 3rd in final Harold Pelling 
18th December 1920 UPPER HUTT Proficiency Certificates.—L. Cole, E. Evans, A. 
Jameson, N. Kitchen, W. Sowerby, Alexina Campbell, Kathleen Evans, Doreen Fabian, 
Dorothy Jackson, Margaret McDougall. Competency.—J. Clark, Agriculture.—Boys' 
gardens: E. Bezar's team, 1; W. Sowerby's and T. Aitcheson’s teams, equal, 2. Girls' gardens: 
Elsie Field, 1; Lilian Scott, Enid Richardson, Dorothy Goodman, Joan Richardson. Equal  , 2. 
27th December 1920 Mr. A. H. Tocker, M.A., assistant master at the Upper Hutt School, 
formerly of the 29th Reinforcements, ha* been appointed assistant professor of economics at 
Canterbury College.[Mr Tocker was never recorded in Wellington Education Board notes as 
teaching at Upper Hutt] 
 

1921-1922		
1921 316 Upper Hutt Connell Frederick W D Head £450.00 
1921 316 Upper Hutt Brown Winifred E B Assistant £240.00 
1921 316 Upper Hutt Rishworth Eric K B Assistant £240.00 
1921 316 Upper Hutt Morgan Muriel G C Assistant £230.00 
1921 316 Upper Hutt Kershaw Florence E C Assistant £220.00 
1921 316 Upper Hutt Hiddleston Frances M C Assistant £210.00 
1921 316 Upper Hutt Burns William J  

 
Probationer 2 £95.00 

 
18th February 1921 Mr E D Harland appointed third assistant Upper Hutt. Miss M V 
McAteer second assistant Upper Hutt; [By End of 1921 Mr Harland was teaching at Eastern 
Hutt and Miss McAteer at Island Bay] 
5th May 1921 Census Upper Hutt Town District Males 799, Females 852 Total 1625 
12th November 1921 Mr E K Rishworth assistant appointed 
21st December 1921 Upper Hutt Navy League membership 52 
30th May 1922 Letter to the Editor Evening Post  
For some years past residents of Silverstream have been Urging the Education Board to 
establish a school in this district, the result so far being nothing more than promises. The 
latest formal application was made nearly two years ago, and on September 25th, 1920, the ' 
Education Board said it was prepared to erect a school provided the Government authorised 



the necessary grant, After much delay, in July, 1921, the application for a grant was refused 
by the Government on the grounds, of (a) financial stringency, (b) a school was not 
immediately required, and (c) there, was sufficient accommodation in neighbouring schools.  
Just now the Education Board is' considering a proposal to rent a place for a school, and it is 
understood this is being submitted to the Government for consideration although it does not 
appear that the board is likely to put much "ginger" in its application. I suppose the board and 
the Education I Department will dally with the proposed school at Silverstream until such 
time as it suits the Department to admit that a school is needed at Silverstream, for so far it 
has not admitted there is a claim worth considering- .  
Yet the Education Board admits there is a strong claim, for it knows that the children of the 
district are not getting a square deal under present conditions. The nearest school is |at Upper 
Hutt, and Silverstream children have to leave their homes at, say, 7.40 a.m., to catch a train 
_which arrives at Upper Hutt forty minutes before school opens. School closes at 3 p.m., and 
the children return to) | Silverstream  They are away from their homes approximately eight 
hours in order to obtain five hours' schooling. At the present time nearly sixty children from 
the Silverstream-Here-Heretaunga  district have to take this journey to Upper Hutt. . It is not 
right that a large number of children of tender years should be compelled to remain away, 
from home for eight hours per day. The train journey is a source of danger, in many ways, 
while the long stay from home means that the young children return overtired. Yet the 
Department says a . school is not immediately required, and that financial stringency makes it 
impossible, although it so happens just at the time our application was refused that about 
£6000 was available and used to purchase ground for the extension of the playing area at the 
Terrace School, a very beneficial provision no doubt, but certainly not very urgent.—l am, 
etc., F Castle. I May. 29th .  
6th June 1922 A well attended meeting of residents of Silverstream. and Heretaunga was hold 
last night to consider what further steps should be taken to secure a school for the district, 
which now sends  nearly sixty children to Upper Hutt school. The apathy of the Education 
Board in the past was condemned, aa was also the refusal of the Education Department to 
make the necessary grant. A deputation was appointed to wait on the Minister of Education, 
and on the Education Board. It was further resolved that parents of children present would 
send their children by the 9.30 train instead of the 8 o'clock, which arrives sit Upper Hutt 
forty minutes before school opens. This decision was unanimous and will take effect as from 
7th June to 1st September.; 
1st August 1922 Mr E Marryatt appointed head master (From Otago where he was the 
organising teacher) 
28th August 1922 The headmaster of the Upper Hutt School,' Mr. F. W. Connell, is retiring 
on superannuation 'after forty-five years' service under the Wellington Education Board. 
Arriving in Wellington in July, 1877, from the Model -Schools, Melbourne, Mr. Connell was 
appointed master at Horokiwi Valley.. After five years-' he was transferred as assistant-
master to Willis-Street School, Wellington. His next change was to Waihakeke, where he was 
in charge for six years. In 1890 he was appointed .headmaster at Upper Hutt, where he has 
remained until the present time. Oh Thursday last, previous to breaking up for the second , 
term. holidays, the pupils and staff, with members of the School Committee and parents of 
children, assembled at . the school to bid -Mr. Connell farewell. Mrs. Connell was presented 



with a beautiful bouquet. Speeches were made expressing regret at Mr. Connell’s retirement, 
and presentations were  given from; the teaching- staff, senior' pupils, the. junior pupils, and 
the infant . department. Mr. Connell expressed his thanks for the kind remarks made, and also 
for the handsome presents which had been given. In the evening a children's fancy dress ball 
Was held. The children held the floor from 7 o'clock to 9, after which the adults took 
possession. About four hundred children and -parents were in attendance. The School 
Committee declared Friday a special holiday. 
27th November 1922 To mark the esteem in which he is held by the members, and as a token 
of their appreciation of bis services to the Loyal Rose of Sharon Lodge, Manchester Unity 
Oddfellows, Upper Hutt, Bro. F. W. Connell, permanent secretary, was presented with a 
silver-mounted liqueur stand, on his ; approaching retirement from the position after 25 years' 
service. Eulogistic reference to Bro. Connell's sterling qualities and the conspicuous success 
which had attended his efforts on behalf of Oddfellowship  were made by Bro. T. M. 
Milligan, V.Q., of' Upper Hutt, Bro. G. E. Godber, Grand Secretary, Bro. J. Langley, District 
Grand Master, and Bro. W. I. Clark, District/ Secretary. Bro Connell, who is leaving Upper 
Hutt early in the new ,year to take up his  residence in Auckland, suitably replied. 
16th December 1922 Upper Hutt Dux: Muriel Mountier (Mr. F. W. Field’s medal). 
Proficiency Certificates: Evelyn Boswell, Doris Deller, Edna Harper, Clare Hathaway, Muriel 
Mountier, Ethel Croft, Christina Goodwin, Felicia Harrison, Frances Whiteman. Lenia 
Benge, Eric Munn, Edward Potts, Grenville Wheeler, Tom McLaughlin, Archibald Potts, 
Ronald Stroud, Maurice Wilkie.  
Competency: Mary Beavis, May Purvis, ..Alice Green, Rima Stevens, John Evans, Ivan 
Gibbs, Harold Trask. 
Good attendance certificates were awarded. : 
 
1923 376 Upper Hutt Marryatt Ernest  C-65 Head £415.00 

 1923 376 Upper Hutt Bell Cecil R D-130 Assistant £355.00 
 1923 376 Upper Hutt Anderson Athol M St G C-147 Infant Mistress £263.00 
 1923 376 Upper Hutt Smith Anabella P D-142 Assistant £263.00 
 1923 376 Upper Hutt Caigou Melba F C-165 Assistant £253.00 
 1923 376 Upper Hutt Morrison Annie C G D-225 Assistant £195.00 
 1923 376 Upper Hutt Brown Jean D 

 
Reliever £145.00 

 1923 376 Upper Hutt Nicholls Georgina E 
 

Reliever £105.00 
 1923 376 Upper Hutt Burns William J 

 
Probationer 1 £88.00 

 1923 376 Upper Hutt Marryatt Ernest R 
 

PT2 £83.00 
 21st March 1923 Wellington Education Board Mr  F E Kershaw [Actually Miss Florence E] 

resigned from Upper Hutt 
1st May 1923 here was a record attendance at the Upper Hutt School Committee election 
meeting. The following committee was appointed:—Messrs. G. A. Campbell, P. Robertson, 
W; Greig, N. S. Barnett, S. Harper, G. I. W. Wale, H. E. Lodge, T. H. Guthrie, and E. R. 
Seller. 
4th May 1923 Miss A C Morrison appointed assistant [First appointment for Wellington 
Education Board] 



6th June 1923 The Upper Hutt School has been the first to apply officially for a Red Cross 
membership roll and cards, and therefore is the first to be entered on the New Zealand Junior 
Centre, which is a distinction for the school. Immense numbers of children have joined the 
society in all parts of the world, and they carry on wonderful and most beneficial activities. 
They help hospitals, convalescent homes, individual soldiers, and schools, getting the finest 
possible training to make them useful and unselfish, citizens of the future 
4th December 1923 SCHOOL FACILITIES 
TO THE EDITOR 
Sir, —It was with feelings of indignation I read Mr. Parr's letter to the people of 
Silverstream.. last week informing them that their school still looms" in the dim and distant 
future; other urgent claims at present, engage .the attention of the Education Department. The 
Department continues to/harp on the splendid facilities.-our children have of reaching Upper 
Hutt. May I, through the medium of your paper, enlarge on these "splendid, facilities 
Our children are away, .eight hours a day for five hours' tuition; no carriage is reserved on the 
train for them; '40 or 50 children scramble, on the train with no adult in charge, and go where 
they like. -•Under the present arrangement, our children- arrive at Upper Hutt. forty minutes 
before school commences. Is that healthy morally for our children ? I say to the' Department 
that their "splendid 'facilities"- are-: demoralising our children, and the, women of this district 
will stand it no' longer: Our husbands have fought- on behalf of the bairns; we mothers will 
now arm for the fight. Our children are herded in with all and sundry on the trains race days 
especially, .listening to language which at times is positively lurid. I say it is a disgrace that, 
such conditions exist. Since we have urged our claim for a school, thousands, of pounds were 
spent, on .additional grounds for the Terrace School. Last night's paper stated that £300 had 
been granted. for the grounds of a city school in Auckland. Will Mr. Parr and his Department 
dare tell the mothers of Silverstream, in face of the facts I have revealed, that .those were 
more urgent claims than, ours? 
We have at least sixty or seventy children in this district, sufficient for' a two-teacher school. 
Upper Hutt is overcrowded, yet no hope is held out of our school being established shortly. 
Well, if we cannot have our school, we demand moral protection for our children. At 8.30 
a.m. the mail train passes through Silverstream; many of the teachers travel by this train. Is it 
too much to ask the Government that our children be allowed to travel in charge of their 
teachers? Is the speed of that train of greater importance than the welfare of dozens of the 
future men arid women of our country? If that is impossible, then let the Department, arrange 
a motor service to convey our children to Upper Hutt in time for school. Men and women of 
Wellington, who have child welfare, .at heart, I plead with you to raise your voices with ours 
in indignant protest that such conditions exist within a few miles of your own city. In God's 
Own Country we want our bairns to have a sporting chance to become noble men and 
women.—l am, etc.,. 
AN INDIGNANT MOTHER, 
[Note: I am including notes about Silverstream in the Upper Hutt School publication as I 
don’t research schools started after 1923 because the teacher records stop at that date] 
19th September 1923 The Education Department has advised the Wellington Education 
Board that on account of the limited funds at its disposal, and in view of the very 
considerable applications of a more urgent nature that had been received, it was regretted that 



the erection of a new school at Silverstream must be postponed for the present. The chairman 
(Mr. T. Forsyth) said he regretted that such an important matter was to be held up. ' Mr. W. 
H. Field, M.P., urged that a strong protest should be made against the treatment meted out to 
the board. In common justice they were entitled immediately to the erection of the new 
school, and they should express their protest in the strongest possible terms………. 
9th October 1923 The Education Department has advised the Wellington Education Board 
that on account of the limited funds at its disposal, and in view of the very considerable 
applications of a more urgent nature that had been received, it was regretted that the erection 
of a new school at Silverstream must be postponed for the present. The chairman (Mr. T. 
Forsyth) said he regretted that such an important matter was to be held up. ' Mr. W. H. Field, 
M.P., urged that a strong protest should be made against the treatment meted out to the board. 
In common justice they were entitled immediately to the erection of the new school, and they 
should express their protest in the strongest possible terms 
19th December 1923 UPPER HUTT 
Dux of School.—Marjorie Violet Marryatt. ' 
Proficiency Certificates.—Nancy Bell, Lucy Boswell, Agnes Whitfield, Marjorie Marryatt, 
Hugh Watson, Walter Stroud, Leslie Horace Ingram, Joseph Jackson, Cecil Howe, William 
Scott. 
Competency.—Phillip Hawker, Albert Hawker  

Post	1923	

1924	
23rd February 1924 Pupil Teacher appointed Eileen Taylor 
9th April 1924 meeting of all interested in the provision of a State school building for 
Trentham  was held in the Soldiers' Club, Trent-ham, on Monday night. Mr. P. Robertson, a 
member of the Upper Hutt School Committee,- presided. Mr. W. H, Field, M.P., and about 60 
parents and guardians of children were present. The Rev. W. S. Barnett reported the work 
done by the Upper Hutt School Committee, since 1st May 1923, to procure  a, side school for 
Trentham, for children up' to and including Standard II.; also their efforts to induce the Board 
of Education to procure not less than three acres of land for future school purposes. He stated 
that the reviving- of a regulation to. the effect that children under ten years of age travel free 
on the train, only if they live not less than two miles from the school; and children over ten 
years of age, only if they live not less than three miles from the school, had caused the 
committee to convene a meeting-of parents and guardians of the children. Then the question 
of a site for the future school required to be settled as soon as possible, on account of Mr. E. 
W. Cottle's generous offer, of a site on the. corner of the Main road and Moonshine road. 
17th April 1924 Letter to the Editor Evening Post: Recently I had occasion to travel to 
Wellington by the train which leaves Upper Hutt at 3.16 p.m. This is the train by which all 
the children who attend Upper Hutt District School from as far as Silverstream go home. I 
joined the  train at Trentham, getting into the^ second-class smoking carnage in front. The 
train .waited several minutes at Trentham, and during this time several schoolboys in the 
carriage I was in began taking potatoes out of their pockets and pelting other boys on the 



platform, who retaliated. One potato came through the open window struck the woodwork of 
the carriage between myself and a man sitting next me, quite hard enough to have given 
either of us a severe black eye if it had hit us. On arrival at Lambton I complained to the 
stationmaster, and I also wrote to the Minister of 'Education. I received his reply, saying his 
Department is not responsible. Now, Sir, I should like to ask, who is responsible? To my 
mind, these children should be accompanied by someone in authority while travelling on the 
trains, and the Railway Department should take a firm stand and say that the children will not 
be allowed on the trains unless they are so accompanied. The fact remains that these children, 
who travel free on the railways, are allowed to run wild, to the annoyance of the general 
public who do pay to travel.—l am, etc. 
W. C. SPARLING. 
1st May 1924 Miss Pollock-Smith, of Christchurch.. who for the past year has been first lady 
assistant at the  Upper Hutt School, has been appointed to a vacancy on the staff of the 
Hamilton West School. 
6th May 1924 There was a large -attendance at the annual meeting of the Upper Hutt School. 
The following committee was elected Mr- W- Greig (chairman), Mr, Ralph-Scholes 
(secretary), Messrs. R. C. Dick, A. Allan,- W. J. Barrett, P. Roberson, E. R. Seller, G. J. W. 
Wale, and the Rev. N. S. Barnett. The Rev. N. S. Barnett and Mr. V. Robertson were 
appointed to represent the school on the Hutt Valley Schools' Association 
17th July 1924 statement of interest to parents at Trentham in regard to the  establishment of 
an infant school in their, district was made by the Minister of Education (the Hon. C. J. Parr), 
replying to a question in the House of Representatives yesterday. Mr. Parr said there appeared 
to be no reason why over thirty children at Trentham should be receiving no education. A 
week ago a school was opened at Silverstream, a little over a mile distant from the building 
the Education Board desired to obtain; and, moreover, a not unsatisfactory train service was 
available for the conveyance of pupils to the Upper Hutt School, about two miles away, to 
which, indeed, until quite recently, all the pupils in the vicinity travelled by train. There was 
another proposal also for the purchase of a new site on the Upper Hutt side of Trentham. "I 
intend to visit the district at an early date," he said, "to see it all these schools are necessary; 
and, in the meantime, I have asked the Defence Department whether one of its buildings is. 
available, at Trentham in the event of my deciding that a school is required there." 
16th December 1924 Upper Hutt  Dux of School (medal presented by Mr. \V. H. Field, 
M.P.).—Miriel Mumby  
Proficiency Certificates.—David Auld, Ernest Fred. Baillie, Bruce Burrell, Albert Hawker, 
George McKegrey, Ronald McKendry, Thomas Nelson, Stanley Neighbours; Charles 
Richardson, James Stewart, Eric Watson Jane Beavls, Doris Chapman, Myrtle Graham lily. 
Harper, Ivy Howe, Ailsa Jones Thelma Florence King,. Phyllis Marshall, Miriel Mumby 
Isabel Renshaw, Daisy Renshaw. Gwen Webb, Julia Whiteman; Daphne Webby  
Endorsed Competency. Certificates.-George Le Coker, Cyril Naylor, George Pepper 
Competency Certificates.—Robert Milieu Harold Smith, Constance Fabian, Olive Jackson   
 



1925-1926	
5th May 1925 About twenty householders attended the Upper Hutt Meeting over which  Mr. 
J. 0. Duff presided.  
The following committee was elected : Messrs. A. Allan, R. Dick.- W. Greig R Milne, P 
Robertson. L Shepherd Seller, R, Scholes, and R. Wale. Mr Greig was re-elected chairman, 
and Mr Scholes was re-elected secretary and treasurer.  
Messrs.. Robertson, Greig, and Seller were appointed delegates to the Hutt Valley School 
Committees' Association .  
The following resolutions were carried 
That this meeting of  householders urge and request the Minister of Education to complete at 
least eight classrooms m the new Hutt Valley High School as soon as possible." •  
That this meeting urges the Education Board  , to add two classrooms to the Upper Hutt 
School as the present cramped position is' most unsatisfactory 
24th July 1925 In a long piece on Education was this: Mr. W. H. Field (Otaki), who said there 
was a feeling in country districts that far too much money was being spent upon city schools. 
Speaking of local needs, he expressed the hope that there would be provision on the 
Estimates for -Upper Hutt and Trentham. 
12th November 1925 The quarterly meeting of the Trentham, Heretaunga, and Silverstream 
Ratepayers' Association was held last evening in the Racecourse Kiosk………..Mr. Shepherd 
raised the question of the new school to be built at Trentham, and urged the support of the 
committee for a petition to have Trentham constituted a school district, so that the new school 
should not be merely subsidiary to the Upper Hutt School. A motion was also carried asking 
that the school should hold 120 pupils at least. The committee will support the petition, 
which' is to be sent to the Education Board through Mr. W. H. Field, M.P. 
4th May 1926 Upper Hutt School Committee Elections: Mr. J. 0. Duff presided over a fair 
attendance of householders in the Upper Hutt schoolhouse. 
 The secretary of the outgoing committee (Mr. R. Scholes) read the report and balance-sheet, 
the former showing satisfactory progress for the year, particularly in regard to the erection of 
the, new side school at Trentham, and the latter a credit balance of £20 11s 5d in the general 
account. Both were adopted. A report was received from the Hutt Valley Schools' Committee 
Association to which Mr. P. Robertson is the local delegate, and approval was given the remit 
from the Wellington School Committees' Association in regard to distribution of free 
stationery to primary school children.  
Resolutions were carried desiring the Child Welfare Department to set up a dental clinic at 
Upper Hutt and asking the Education Board to expedite the completion  of the Trentham  side 
school by 1st June.  
Mr. P. Robertson moved that facilities. be given the school for the teaching of woodwork and 
home science, and this motion, together with, one moved by Mr. W. Greig, for the 
installation of electric light in-the school, was carried.  
As there were only five nominations received for the committee these five gentle-men- 
Messrs.. G. H. Guthrie, W. Greig, G. Wale, B. L. Shepherd, and J. 0. Duff were declared 
elected, and the balance of the vacancies will be filled by the Education Board on the 
recommendation of the committee. 



 Votes of thanks were passed to the outgoing committee, the headmaster (Mr. E. Marryatt), 
and staff, and to the chair. 
16th December 1926 UPPER HUTT. . Proficiency Certificates.—James Chappell, Eric A. 
Collins, Colin Cox, Ernest Garrie, Donald Harper, William H. Johnson,, Alan Marryatt, 
Leonard Munn, David Robertson, Leonard Shepherd; Charles Tustin, Gordon Watson, Ivan 
Webb, Emily Barman, Joan Benge, Barbara Drever , Vzelah Gubbins, Vera Marshall, Ivy 
Nelson, Dorothy Richardson, May Richardson, Hazel Robb, Mary Ross; Mima Watson, 
Phyllis M. Whiteman .  
Endorsed Competency.—Douglas Morgan.  
Competency.—Eric Buller, Evan Evans, Walter Lightfoot, Murray Tidswill , Rene Goodman, 
Iris Whitfield, Nancy McLaughlan  
 

1927-1928	
22nd January 1927 MISS A; Pollock Smith, who has been on the staff of the Hamilton West 
school for the past two and a half years, has been appointed headmistress of the Upper Hutt 
school, Wellington and will take up her duties on 1st February. 
26th February 1927 Mavis Huggins Upper Hutt School won the Hutt Valley Girls School 
tennis Championship 
16th March 1927 Wellington Education Board It was stated at the  monthly meeting of the  
Education Board to-day, over which Mr. T. Forsyth, M.P., presided that at present standards 
111. and IV. of the Trentham School wont to Upper Hutt. The Minister of Education had 
expressed the  view that all scholars living at Trentham should be taught there, in view of the  
growth of that district. 
On the motion of Mr. G. T. London, it was decided to provide facilities for teaching the  
children of Trentham, and to secure what accommodation is deemed necessary. , 
3rd May 1927 School Committee About thirty householders attended the meeting at- the 
Upper- Hutt School, Mr. J. O. Duff presiding.- No election was necessary the .following 
being the committee Messrs J O Duff (chairman), P. M;. Moran. (secretary) E, C. Bolt, J. 
Greenwood, W. Greig , G, H. Guthrie, W. Marshall, B. L. Shepherd, and T. Wilson  
Discussion took place on the question of separating the Trentham school from the Upper Hutt 
school, and a meeting of householders is to be held shortly at Trentham to consider the 
advisability or otherwise of such a step. It was mentioned that another room was necessary at 
the Trentham side school, and Mr, Cottle, who donated an acre of. the .land on which the 
school stands, offered £5 5s as a start to any forward 'movement which might be made 
3rd June 1927 On Tuesday afternoon, before the dismissal of pupils, Miss Best, who is 
leaving the Upper Hutt School to be married, was presented by the  teachers arid pupils with 
a Stuart crystal set of jug and glasses. A number of the Trentham school children journeyed 
to Upper Hutt to say goodbye to their former teacher. The headmaster, Mr. E. Marryatt, made 
the .presentation, and on behalf, of the pupils and teachers of the Trentham and the Upper 
Hutt schools, wished Miss Best health and prosperity in. her future life; In reply Miss Best 
took the opportunity of thanking the headmaster for the kindness .and consideration shown to 
her during the time she was a member of the staff of the Upper Hutt School. 



18th July 1927 A team from the Silverstream School visited Upper Hutt on Friday and played 
the local team. Upper Hutt won by 24 points to [Not Printed] [This is 9 aside Netball where 
the court was divided into 3rds and that each player stayed in their 3rd and the ball had to go 
through each 3rd] 
1st November 1927 Mr. Cecil Bell, who has been appointed headmaster of the Clareville 
School, was recently the recipient of a handsome travelling rug from the  staff and the pupils 
he had taught at the Upper Hutt School. In making the presentation, the headmaster, Mr. E. 
Marryatt, said not only had Mr. Bell proved himself a good teacher, but a first-rate assistant, 
and he wished him every success in his new field of work. Mr. Bell replied, and Miss 
Margaret "Wallace (senior girl), on behalf of the school, presented Mrs. Bell with a beautiful 
bouquet and wished her every happiness in the future. After the presentation the  girls and 
boys of Standard 6 entertained Mr. and Mrs. Bell, their friends, and the staff at afternoon tea. 
The room had been beautifully decorated with native plants and streamer-, and  the   
arrangements made for entertaining their guests with refreshments reflected great credit on 
the pupils. The singing of Auld Lang Syne brought the gathering to a close. 
12th December 1927 A SCHOOL CONCERT. On Friday evening the staff and pupils of the 
Upper Hutt School presented a programme of songs and dances in the Independent Hall to 
raise £6 for the installation of electric light in the school. With the exception of four items, 
the programme consisted of concerted items, and had as an unusual feature the accompanying 
of ten of-the songs by a children's string band. The whole programme was heartily presented 
and splendidly appreciated by a full house. The junior orchestra presented a Pleyell Sonatina, 
and during the evening pieces of Lully. In addition  the orchestra accompanied the children 
singing . "Ye Gentle Warblers," Mountain Maid's Invitation," "England Dear England," "Oh, 
Land of My Father, Bay of Biscay," "Danny Boy, "Ash Grove" "All through the Night," 
Summer is Icumen In," "Good Morrow” “Gossip Joan,' and the National Anthem'  
Two songs with chorus from "H M S Pinafore —"Little Buttercup." "When I was a Lad"—
had to be repeated. A team from Trentham side-school had to repeat a Japanese song. Two 
folk dances were well received. A humorous song, "Heads and Heels, made a marked 
diversion and had to be repeated. "Will You Walk a Little^ Faster was well sung. "Gossip 
Joan,- done in character, was a decided hit. The programme was well capped by a gymnastic  
and dancing display by the Senior Girls Two individual items, '"The Sea (Byron) and "The 
Table and the Choir, were artistically presented and made a break between the concerted 
items Mrs. Whiteman was the accompanist 
21st June 1928 Wellington Education Board The board approved of a resolution passed at the 
annual meeting of Upper Hutt householders, requesting that Trentham School, be separated 
from Upper Hutt. 
2nd August 1928 A general meeting of the Upper Hutt Home and School Association was 
held in the school on Monday night, the president, Mr. Hunt, being in the chair. 
Correspondence was read from the secretary of the School Committee (Mr. Moran) stating 
that the most urgent requirements were a new infant and manual training school and a dental 
clinic. These objects were approved, and it was decided that a letter be sent through the 
School Committee requesting the Minister' of Health or his representative to visit the school 
and see whether it was fitting  that nearly eighty young children, should be.-crammed into 
one room for five .hours daily. Regarding a dental clinic, .there were .at present eleven 



hundred,- children living within a reasonable area which a clinic would serve, if Bitch were 
established,: It was decided, that a deputation ..should wait upon the Hon. A. D. McLeod and 
stress the necessity for the establishment of a clinic at an early date. 
17th August 1928 The Upper Hutt School funds should benefit substantially by the gala and 
fair that will be held in the school grounds on Saturday next. Since the formation of the Home 
and School Association at Upper Hutt much has been accomplished, but there is still a great 
deal to be done. The side-shows should be an attraction, With the Municipal Baud in 
attendance a pleasant afternoon should be spent in the school grounds. Should it be wet, the 
rooms of the school will be used, 
17th October 1928 Wellington Education Board Mr' P. Robertson urged that the  two 
additional rooms at Upper Hutt School should be proceeded with immediately. The 
attendance there was being increased by 45 to 50 children from the local Salvation Army 
Home, and the position was becoming acute. A motion was passed requesting the Department 
to expedite the grant for the necessary work at Upper Hutt, so that tenders might be invited. 
20th October 1928 A general meeting of the Trentham and Upper Hutt Home and School 
Association was held recently.. The Rev G. Hunt presided. .It was reported that as the result 
of a deputation to the Minister of Education (Hon. R. A. -Wright) a 'dental clinic had been 
promised for Upper Hutt if £100 towards the cost was provided locally. A dental nurse would 
be appointed to the district as soon as the building was ready. The fund was given a good 
start by allotting £60 towards the clinic from the fair held in August. The social and finance  
committee reported that as most of the money raised at-the fair had been voted towards the 
clinic it would be necessary to make  another effort to raise funds for-the association ,- and 
with this end in view it was decided to hold a children's plain and fancy dress ball at the 
beginning of November. 
21st November 1928 Wellington Education Board The  Department is not doing the, correct 
thing in turning down this application, said Mr. P. Robertson, when a letter was before the 
meeting intimating that the Department could, not consider the erection of a teacher's room 
and cloakroom at Upper Hutt. Mr. Robertson said that one new room had. been granted by 
the Department for the Upper Hutt School instead of the two applied for, but he thought' that 
one room would meet the requirements of the district. .A school of the grading of Upper Hutt, 
however, should have a teacher's room. (Hear, hear.) Three teachers travelling to the school 
had their lunch there regularly every day and a fourth several times a week. , The 
headmaster's room was only a dog box," 9 foot x 8 foot. [ 2.74 metres x 2,44 Metres] He 
moved that, the. request be sent back to the Department, stressing the need of a teacher's 
room with the  additional classroom. The motion was carried. 
1st December 1928 The Upper Hutt Home and School Association, which was formed four 
months ago. with the object of assisting the school committee to secure improvements to the 
grounds and buildings, has now 58 financial members. Since the association was formed the 
members have worked very hard to provide funds for a dental clinic and to put the children's 
playground in order. Their efforts have resulted in the allocation of £00 towards the cost of a 
dental clinic, £10 towards the children's playground, and the provision of an electric kettle for 
the Trentham School. The erection of a new infant room for the Upper Hutt School has also 
been decided upon. The Minister of Education (the Hon. 11. A. Wright) has advised-that if 
the association raised £100 towards the cost of the dental clinic room, and the services of a 



nurse were available, the clinic was practically assured. In order to raise 'additional funds the 
social committee will hold euchre tournaments in .St. Hilda's Hall on Tuesday evenings. The 
resignation of the secretary of the association, Miss Pollock Smith, will take effect on 15th 
December. 
13th December 1928 Information was received by the Education Board yesterday that grants 
had been approved by the Government for the  erection of a new school at Waikawa pa; a 
five-roomed building at; Brooklyn, and an additional classroom at Upper Hutt. 
18th December 1928 Dux of school; Vera-Eileen Shepherd.  
Proficiency: Wallace . Allbon, Leon Benge, Fred Cheshire. Kevin Cropp, ? Evans, Philip 
Francis, Roy Goodman: Keith Hercock, Ian F. Hunt, William Millar, Keith Pengelley, 
Raymond Skerten, Ernest Vickers, Owen Wallis, Lilian Croft, Olive Howe," Isabelle 
Hinchley. Agnes Jowitt, Alma Jenkins, Sibyl Kidd, Annie Millar, Hilda Robertson, Anna 
Skow, Vera Shepherd, Gladys Jackson.  
Endorsed competency: Thomas Clyma, Colin Price, Jean Boult.  
Competency: Reginald James, Nelson Natta, Frank Jones, Erie Pearce, Bridget Burns.  
Twenty-five attendance certificates were awarded 
21st December 1928 UPPER HUTT HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 
A concert given by the Lyric Orchestra and Silver Fern Entertainers was held in the Camp 
Picture Hall, Trentham, recently in aid of the Upper Hutt dental clinic and Trentham school-
funds. The party, which journeyed out from the city, gave a very fine programme of musical, 
vocal, and elocutionary items, which were well received, with many recalls.- The second part 
was a one-act farce, "My Turn Next." During the evening the president of the association, the 
Rev. H. Hunt, spoke on the aims of. the. association, and thanked the concert party for its 
excellent entertainment, especially in view- of the bad weather. He also thanked: the 
secretary of the Y.M.C.A. for granting the association the use of the rooms. After the concert 
the party was entertained at supper by the ladies of the association. 
16th January 1929 TRENTHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT 
A householders' meeting was held in the Trentham schoolroom on Monday to elect a. 
committee for the new Trentham School 'District. Mr. W. Greig, chairman of the Upper Hutt 
School Committee, presided. The following committee was elected:-— Messrs. W. Thomas 
(chairman), A. T. Griffen (secretary), Clymar, Oltagau, Millsop, Mesdames Woon and 
Griffen. A few remarks were made by 'Mr. E. Marryatt, headmaster of the Upper Hutt 
School, regarding the staffing of the school, etc., and n hearty vote of thanks was passed to 
Mr. Greig for his assistance in forming the new committee. ' . 
6th February 1929 Miss M Nicol appointed as assistant 
18th March 1929 Fifteen schools took part int the Hutt Valley primary Schools Amateur 
Athletic Association The number of points gained by. each, school was as follows:—Eastern 
Hutt (E.H.), 68; Hutt Central (H.C.), 63; Upper Hutt (U.H.), 44;….. 
4th April 1929 Wellington Education Board tender for teachers' room and cloakroom at 
Waiwhetu School  was accepted, as well as for fixing seats round the school at Upper 
Hutt……..Reports on the necessity for increased accommodation. required for Upper Hutt, 
Wilford School, and Petone West were received and are to form the subject for representation 
to the Education Department…….and the provision of a drinking fountain at the Upper Hutt 
was passed 



26th April 1929 Anzac Day School Celebration Reports included There was a large 
attendance of children, parents, and men at the ceremony at Upper Hutt School. The head 
teacher presided, and there were present the chairman and school committee, the Mayor, and 
Captain J. A. Shand, representing the Returned Soldiers' Association. After the National 
Anthem, George Hutt (Standard V.) read from the Book of Ecclesiastes: "Let us now praise 
famous men . . . .", The scholars sang Stevenson's "Requiem," and Joyce Marshall recited- 
the ode, "How Sleep the Brave." Captain Shand made special reference to the gratitude of all 
soldiers who passed through Upper Hutt on the way to and from Featherston, especially to the 
girls and women of the district. He also told .the children, by .relating instances, how the men 
on service had "played the game," and appealed to them to follow that example through life. 
The Upper Hutt Band played '' Onward, Christian Soldiers," and "Lead, Kindly Light," for 
the singing of the whole assembly. Mr. W. H. Turner, chairman of the school' committee, 
then "called" the roll of honour of the Upper Hutt School. The company sang Kipling's 
"Recessional," and Bandmaster Cook played "The Last Post." The Rev. G. Hunt spoke very 
appropriately to . the children on emulating the  spirit of daring and devotion, of service' and 
sacrifice, of the men of Anzac  
16th May 1929 The following pupils of the Upper Hutt School have been awarded 
certificates by the New Zealand Amateur Swimming Association: —  
Learners' 50 yards.—Ken Marshall, Richard Thompson. Bessie Beavis, Laurie Cropp. Mavis 
Skurten, Joan Grimstone, Iris Kurth. 
 Learners' 100 yards.—Norman Hazlewood, Choyd Scholes.  
Proficiency, 220 yards.—Tom Burrell, Betty Whiteman. Olive Kurth, Ella Pozzorini, Nola 
Wilkie.  
Merit, 880 yards [804 Metres].—James Brown, Gerald Gray, Ray Olsen,. James O’Brien 
25th July 1929 A dental clinic at Upper Hutt would servo the needs of nine- schools in the  
vicinity, declared Colonel T W McDonald (Wairarapa) in ' the House" or. Representatives in 
asking the Minister of Health yesterday whether ho will subsidise £100 raised by the  people- 
of Upper Hutt by £2 to £1 for I the  purpose of establishing a dental clinic for the  district. 
The  Minister of Health (The Hon. A J. Stallworthy) replied that the Department of Health 
did. not subsidise moneys raised locally for the erection of dental clinics. The  Education 
Department, however, did subsidise such moneys raised for the purpose, provided the  
establishment of a clinic in the  district had been approved by the Health Department, and 
that it was to be erected on school property. At present there was no service available for the 
establishment of now clinics, but the application with regard to Upper Hutt would be 
considered along with the many others already in the- hands of the  Department when further 
service was available. 
26th September 1929 Attention is drawn to an advertisement in this issue for quotations for 
sea-beach sand for delivery at the Upper Hutt School, prices to be submitted to the hon. 
secretary School Committee before 2nd October. 
7th November 1929 Attention is directed to an advertisement in this issue inviting tenders for 
asphalt work proposed to be done at the school grounds, Upper Hutt. Tenders addressed, to 
the Chairman School Committee, Upper Hutt, close 'at 5 p m. on Wednesday, 20th 
November, 1929…………The School Committee at Upper Hutt regret having to report the 
resignation of Mrs I. Kerr from the staff of, the school as from November 30th, 1929. Miss 



Kerr has "been appointed to the position of Infant Mistress at Koro Koro School, Petone.  An 
event of interest to Upper Hutt residents was marked by the official opening recently, of the 
long-promised sand pit, that has been 'erected in the grounds of the school for the use of the 
infants. The Rev. Geo. W. Hunt, in declaring the sand pit open, gave a most interesting 
address to the children as to the formation of sand. Mr. Hunt also pointed out to the adults 
present the valued work the Association were doing for the school in the way of raising the 
necessary finance to enable the school committee to better equip the school and grounds, for 
the benefit of the  staff and scholars. Whilst the children were building castles etc., in the 
sand, the large number of parents present were invited to afternoon tea, in the  Infant School. 
The children were also treated to a repast, later' that — judging by the way the  eatables 
disappeared-—was fully appreciated by them…………. The Upper Hutt School Committee 
have at last been successful in their  efforts to have a Dental Clinic established at the Upper 
Hutt. An intimation has been received by the Committee from the Member for the District 
(Col. T. W. McDonald), that a nurse will be allocated for duty at the Upper Hutt as from 
April 1st next. The Clinic at Upper Hutt will be a great boon to the district, 'from 
Silverstream to" Kaitoke, and the outlying schools, as many children do not receive dental 
treatment at present, as they have to make the journey to Wellington, and being too small to 
go by themselves, it means an adult having to go with them at much inconvenience and 
expense. -The thanks of the .parents of the Upper Hutt "are due to the 'School Committee for 
their untiring efforts and persistency in this matter.' 
7th December 1929 The appeal of Ernest Marryatt, late  headmaster of the Upper Hutt State • 
School, against his dismissal from that '..post •by ; the . Wellington Education • Board,-was 
heard yesterday afternoon at the Wellington Magistrate's Court, before the Board of Appeal 
set up under the Education Act—Mr. E. Page, S.M. (chairman), Mr. T. C. A. Hislop 
(representative of the Education Board), aid Mr. N. A. Foden (representative! of the New 
Zealand Educational-Institute), which represented Marryatt in making the appeal. The Upper 
Hutt School Committee -.had reported to the Education Board that certain complaints had 
been made to the.-committee alleging undue punishment of-certain pupils, a lack of discipline  
in- the- school, and discrimination in the-treatment of pupils. The board held an: inquiry into 
these allegations on 23rd August last, and as a result .-Marryatt was dismissed from the 
headmastership  of the Upper Hutt School and appointed headmaster of the Paekakariki-
School in a reduced grade. [This is the beginning of a very long article not copied and I have 
not proceeded to copy all other reports where children witnesses had their names published.] 
14th December 1929 The final result of the Teacher’s appeal was published in the Evening 
Post  The appeal was partly Successful 
20th December 1929 Certificates of proficiency have been gained by the following pupils of 
the Upper Hutt School:—Kenneth Anderson, Glory Clayton, Olive Drever, John Drever, 
Keith Douglas, Edward Francis, Violet Frame, Gerald Grey, Joyce Geange, Betty Gibbs, 
Vera Harvey, Stanley Freeman, John Jarvis. Frank Jones, Joyce Marshall, Nelson Natta, 
Clifton Oram, Mabel Oram, Mavis Skerten, Clwydd Scholes, Geoffrey Turner, Beatrice 
Whiteman.  
Competency.—Bessie Beavis, Thomas Burrell, Fraser Dawson, Owen Duffy, Arnot Edwards, 
Betty Fenn, Joan Grimstone  , Reynolds Hall, Marjory Lowe, John McFadzean, John Phillips, 
Ella Pozzorini. 



21st December 1929 Miss M M Thomas appointed assistant 

1930-1932	
27th February 1930 Wellington Education Board a tender let to Mr D Gray to build a dental 
clinic 
25th March 1930 Mr J J Rodgers appointed headmaster of Upper Hutt. Miss L D Kershaw 
appointed assistant mistress 
10th May 1930 The annual fair of the Upper Hutt Home and School Association was held last 
Saturday at the Upper Hutt School grounds. ' The weather was delightful, the various stalls 
attractively decorated, and the side-shows assisted in giving the grounds a festival 
appearance. Numerous competitions were held, and the Municipal Band rendered a much, 
appreciated programme of music. The Mayor (Mr. P. Robertson)'apologised for the 
unavoidable absence oi' the president of the association (the Key. G. W. Hunt), also the 
chairman of the School Committee, Mr. W. H. Turner. He briefly outlined the aims, objects, 
and activities of the association, mentioning the fact that they had paid over the magnificent 
sum of £175 this year to the School Committee, enabling the committee,-with the valuable 
assistance of the Education Board, to get various improvements and additions to the school 
and grounds. Those additions included a dental clinic at the school, from which the children 
in nine schools in the district would benefit. He also gave great credit to the parents and 
residents for the liberal way in which they had responded to the appeals of the association. 
Colonel T. W. McDonald, M.P., who was accompanied by Mrs. McDonald, gave a brief and 
interesting address on_ the work of the committee and on educational matters generally, after 
which ho declared the fair open. A large number of parents and residents of the surrounding 
district were present and kept the various stallholders busy for the rest of the afternoon. It is 
anticipated that the fair will add a considerable sum to the funds of the association. 
2nd June 1930 WELCOME AND FAREWELL 
Mi-. J. C. Hiddleston, who has been acting as headmaster at the Upper Hutt School, was 
farewelled at a well-attended social evening at Upper Hutt on Saturday, the occasion being 
taken also to welcome Mi-. J. J. Rodgers, the new headmaster. Presentations o£ a. gold-
mounted walking stick and a silver-mounted umbrella -were made to Mr. Hiddleston by Mr. 
YV. H. Turner on behalf of the school committee, and the. Rev. Mr. Hunt for the Home and. 
School Association, both gentlemen eulogising the work done by Mr. Hiddleston while in 
charge of the school. Mr. P. Robertson (Mayor) added his tribute, saying that as the district's 
representative on the: Education .Board lie knew that a proof of Mr. Hiddleston's capability 
lay in the fact that, although he had retired four years ago, the board had used his services as 
relieving headmaster during the whole of that time. The speaker also referred to the 
appointment of Mr. Rodgers, whom he had known for a great many years, Mr. Rodgers. had 
been assistant headmaster at Upper Hutt for some time, and  had won the esteem of all who 
knew him.' Eulogistic references to both guests were also made by Mr. W. J. Melody, 
headmaster of Trentham School. Mr. Hiddleston and Mr. Rodgers each replied. Supper was 
provided by the ladies present, and musical and- elocutionary items were given by Miss 
Olsen, Mrs. Bennett, Miss G. Carr, and Messrs. Turner and Jones. 
16th July 1930 Wellington Education Board  Grants approved and notified by the Department 
included one for a teachers*' room at Upper Hutt school 



21st October 1930 Miss F. Fogelberg, assistant mistress, Upper Hutt; 
13th December 1930 Following are the proficiency and competency results of the Upper Hutt 
School:—Boys: Proficiency—Willie Adams, Robert Crabb, Laurence Cropp, Frederick Cain, 
Leonard Dick, Frazer  Dawson, Owen Duffy, Arnot Edwards, Phillip Hewison, Robert 
Hyslop, George Hunt, Erie Jones, Reynolds Hall, Noel McCarthy, John Morrall. Roland 
Murrell, Arthur Parkinson, Jack Phillips, Harry Robertson, Wallace Ryrie, Donald Smith, 
Charles Wallace. Competency: John Bennett, Jack Gow, Kenneth Marshall.  
Girls: Proficiency—Ruth Allan, Gwen Browne, Margaret Driscoll, Elsie England, Valda 
Gow, Natalie Godsiff, Ruth Harvey, Nola Jacobsen, Iris Kurth. Edna Marshall, Jean Natta, 
Madeline Seller, Noline Stott, Alice Weatherly, Enid Whiteman. Competency: Gladys 
Braithwaite, Hilda Crofts, Bessie Robinson. 
8th January 1931 The appointment is announced of the Rev. Father Cullen, S.M., BSc  as 
rector  of St.. Patrick's College, Wellington, in succession to the Rev. Father ,J Dowling; 
.S.M., M.A... who has been appointed rector of the new St. Patrick's College at Silverstream, 
which will be opened in the first week in February. Old St. Patrick's, of which Father Cullen 
is an old boy  will serve as a day scholars' college, and as a hostel for Catholic university, 
students. Silverstream will, in the main, be a boarding school, but it will take day pupils from 
the Upper Hutt Valley. ; Father A; Cullen is a son *of Mr. E. : Cullen, of Hataitai, and a,: 
brother of the Very Rev. Dean Cullen, of Hawera, and of Father J. Cullen, S.M. at present 
science master at St. Bede's College, , Christchurch. 
28th February 1931 The principal of the Hutt Valley, High School, Mr. H. P. Kidson, 
reported to. the Board of Governors on Thursday that 156 pupils had, joined the schools, the 
numbers from the primary, schools being:—Eastern Hutt. 43., Boulcott 13, Waiwetu 16, Hutt 
Central; 11, Wilford 4, Petone West .8, Petone .Central 19, Upper Hutt 14, Silverstream 7, 
Taita 3, Epuni 3, Trentham 2 . Korokoro 1, other schools 12. 
28th April 1931 School Committee Upper Hutt. The. following nine, .members from ten 
nominations were elected to the Upper -Hutt School Committee:—Messrs. W. H. Turner 
(chairman). W. J. P. Howe (secretary.), L. F. Grimstone, A. R. Jones, H. Howard, G. J. W. 
Whale, J. A. Natta, J. W. S. Hardie, and C. Cook. The last three are new members. 
31st July 1931 Miss E S Scarfe appointed assistant Upper Hutt 
20th August 1931 Wellington Education Board Ground improvements under the the. 
unemployment scheme were stated to be in progress at the following schools. Khandallah, 
Karori Main, Karori South, Happy Valley, Miramar Central, Hataitai, Upper Hutt, Ngaio, and 
Trentham 
19th April 1932 School Committee UPPER HUTT. The new Upper Hutt committee is 
Messrs. Turner, Harvie, Natta, Mason, Wale, Howe, Jones, and Howard. 
12th December 1932 UPPER HUTT: Examination Proficiency.—Darcy Auckram, John 
Burgess, William Burgess, Donald Cook, Edmond' Connolly, Victor Humphrey; Leonard 
Hunter, Wilfrid Jones. Lloyd Lowry, Archibald" McKay, Alfred McCarthy. Jack Marshall. 
Mervil  Manderson, Robert Moore, Graham Murrell. Alexander Oram, Victor Potter, Leslie 
Randell. Adrian Russell, Robert Stroud, James Skirter  Melville Vare, Thomas Walls, Lance 
White Samuel Taylor. Arthur Pierrard; John Yarrall Alda Braid, Bessie Buchanan, Sylvia 
Conk, Joyce Cooke, Elsie Cooke, Doris Crofts, Edith Forrest, Franz Stella, Dorothy Gow, 



Roma Geange, Ruby Hobbs, Nola' Jenkins,- Bernice Jones, Freda Lowry, Elsie Leveridge , 
Joan Jacobsen, Ruth Morrall, Phyllis Osborne, Alice Shaw. Alison Tidswell.  
Competency.—Norman Ellis, George Lloyd Myra Geange, Jean Judge.. 

 

1933-1936	
9th March 1933 Mr. M.S. Pitkowsky (Wellington) has arrived, in London as; an. exchange 
teacher, and he will for the next twelve months gain experience under the London County 
.Council schools. His deputy as first assistant at Upper Hutt School will be Mr. P. J. Outram 
of the L.C.C. schools' staff, who has left for the  Dominion. 
15th December 1933 Upper Hutt School Boundaries. The Trentham School Committee wrote 
some time ago to the Education Board asking for additional accommodation to be provided at 
the school. The Education Board replied to the effect that the situation could be met by a 
rearrangement of the boundaries between the Upper Hutt, Silverstream, and Trentham 
schools, the total accommodation at these schools being ample for the children available. The 
Minister of Education had approved of the rearrangement of the boundaries, stated the 
Department, and had directed also that the payment of £65 per annum for the rent of 
temporary accommodation was to cease at the end of the present school year. The Trentham 
School Committee did not approve of the Education Board's suggestion, so a deputation 
waited on the Minister, and asked him not to rearrange the boundaries. The deputation 
received a very favourable hearing, but the decision of the Minister has not yet been made 
available to the school committee. 
28th July 1934 .The concert given by the pupils of the Upper Hutt State School on Thursday 
evening in the Cozy Theatre, Upper Hutt was so successful that it had to be repeated. People 
were turned away on the nest night. The stage was tastefully. decorated, with a picturesque 
scene at the back. The members of the staff. deserve praise for the manner •in which they 
trained the pupils. The chairman of; the school committee (Mr. G. Wale) announced the 
items. The proceeds were in aid of the school funds and will mostly "o towards providing 
winter fuel. "The Village Fair," performed by the children of Standards 3, 4, 5; and 6, and the 
infants was very bright, .and included some good folk dancing. Recitations were given by 
Joyce Williams and Joan Finlay. The infants gave a fairy play, '/Learning to Hop, and a 
soldiers march The girls of Standard 3 gave a song and dance "To a Miniature." The Maori 
scene given by Standard 1 and the Senior pupils was most acceptable to the audience. The 
boys of Standard; 4 recited ," ; The Trunk." The frocking was a feature of the operetta, The, 
Fairy Shoemaker;". given by 'Standards 2, 3 '- and 4- The concluding item, "Children of All. 
Nations," by Standards 3, : 4, 5 and .6, was excellently done, the solos and choruses, being 
very pleasing.; 
25th July 1934 A .meeting was held at the Upper Hutt School last evening; to discuss plans 
for celebrating the anniversary of the school next year. ..Mr. A. E. Robinson, president of the 
Home and School Association, was in the chair. It was pointed out that it was a bit uncertain 
when the  school was founded, and the only information at present available ; was to the 
effect that the first inspector made his report in 1866. At that time there were 85 houses in the  
district, and 99 children at the  school.  



The Mayor of Upper Hutt (Mr. A. J. McCurdy) said, that there was nothing definite about 
when the school was founded, but if it was founded in 1865, as was thought, then the jubilee- 
should be held next year. Ho said that as far as ho could gather, the first Upper Hutt School 
was held somewhere about the vicinity of the Catholic Church, and then it was moved to 
Trentham, where the township was situated until the railway; was' put through. 
The minutes of a previous meeting held to discuss jubilee preparations revealed that it was 
proposed to ask ex-pupils  to assemble on the  school site in the following periods: : 1866-
1880; 1880-1900, and in six-year periods after that up to the present time, addresses to be 
delivered by ex-masters  and chairmen of committees. Other tentative proposals were 
embodied in the minutes of the previous meeting. 
It was decided that the jubilee celebrations should be confined to three days. The date of the 
celebrations is to be considered by the committee. 
A speaker said that it was proposed some time back to erect memorial gates at the school, and 
the jubilee would be a, good time at which to lay the foundation stone. This matter was also 
left to the committee for consideration. 
The following committee was set up to act in conjunction with- the  school committee and the 
Home and School Association and to report to another meeting in five weeks' time—Mrs. B. 
Dick, Messrs. A. J. McCurdy, W. Greig, G. H. Guthrie, J. Morley, G. Wale, W.. J. P. Howe, 
and A. E. Robinson. The Bey. G. W. Hunt and Mr A. J. Woods (headmaster) were appointed 
to act as auxiliaries to the committee. 
4th December 1934 An application has been received by the Wellington. Automobile 
Association from the Upper Hutt School Committee requesting that signs be erected at the  
school gates warning schoolchildren of the dangers of crossing the   road. The application 
raised a new issue in the matter of erection of signs of this nature, and/the roads committee of 
the association reported to the meeting of the executive last night that in its opinion the 
matter-was ono outside the jurisdiction, of the' association; and that it was unable to 
recommend approval 
21st January 1935 During  his trip abroad valuable experience has been gained by Mr. M. S. 
Pitkowsky, B.A., a New Zealand teacher who, after having taught in London County Council 
schools and seen a little of the world, returned to Wellington by the Maunganui today. Mr. 
Pitkowsky left the Dominion about two years ago under the teachers-'-ex-change system; and 
while: in London He Visited forty-five different schools: Before his departure he was first 
assistant at the Upper Hutt School, and he will be returning to that school. Tremendous 
emphasis was placed upon the technical and manual side; of education in the London County 
Council schools, said Mr. Pitkoswsky in-an interview. The reason for that .was that every 
endeavour was made, -to enable pupils to develop, natural ability. They were not " flagged', 
into securing a leaving certificate; indeed,-there was ho leaving certificate the equivalent of 
the New Zealand proficiency certificate. A feature of the London County Council schools 
was the rise of the school-journey system. Every school took a fortnight out of school time 
for a trip to the seaside or some other selected place. The children met most of, the cost, but 
sometimes, in the case of poor children, the L.C.C. provided the funds. In 'his opinion, that 
was one of the best features of the L.C.C. schools. Such journeys were of valuable 
educational benefit to the children. . Keen attention was paid to the physical development of 
the children, said Mr. Pitkowsky. Although he was an old Rugby player, he believed that 



Association football was more suitable for primary school children. Swimming was an 
important item of every school curriculum. Baths were provided by the local authorities, and 
also the means of getting to' them. Provision was made by the L.C.C. for children of all 
kinds, for example, there was special provision for anaemic - children. . VISIT TO 
PALESTINE. ; Mi". Pitkowsky spent four months in Palestine, and he said that both there 
and in England New Zealand's name stood high. A great deal of that was due to the- fine 
impression created by the New Zealand soldiers during the war. Palestine was easily the most 
prosperous country in the world today. Modern Hebrew was the language spoken there. A 
tremendous amount of building and. development were going on, and as a result of the Nazi 
regime in Germany and anti-Semitism there had teen a tremendous influx of migrants during 
the past two years. Britain seemed to be particularly successful in regard to her management 
of Palestine.. The Arabs were benefiting considerably. In Transjordania they were starving, 
but in Palestine there was plenty of work for them. New Zealand products were not in 
evidence in Palestine as were some from Australia, but he thought that if prices were Tight 
and there was efficient management there should be a good market for them. Mr, Pitkowsky 
said that quite a number of New Zealanders were- studying in London. Apart from the -
medical courses, for those- studying law and teaching a considerable benefit was to be 
obtained. There were opportunities for development which could not be obtained in New 
Zealand. Paris was among other places visited by. Mr. Pitkowsky. He was there last April, 
&nd he said that the city seemed to be full of troops. A thousand Communists wero arrested 
at ono demonstration. Mr. Pitkowsky is a son of the late Rev. C. Pitkowsky, who was the 
Jewish Rabbi at Wellington. 
8th April 1935 In 1846 the first settler, Mr. James Brown, a Paisley weaver, took up his 
abode in Upper Hutt. In 1864 the first public .school was opened in what is now the nave of 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church, with 30 pupils: In 1868 the pupils were transferred to the new 
school erected at Trentham by the Wellington Provincial Government. There are now eleven 
schools in-the area formerly served by the school of 1864. 
The official jubilee gathering will take place next Saturday, and the thanksgiving service on 
Sunday, both at the Upper Hutt School. "Children's Day" will be celebrated at Maidstone 
Park on Monday, April 15. All ex-pupils are invited to be present. 
9th April 1935 The Rev. H. A. Cochrane, pastor of the Upper Hutt Methodist Church, was 
farewelled at a meeting held last weekend, on the eve of his departure for the West Coast to 
take up his new appointment. There was a large gathering, including the Rev. H. A. Sharp, 
Lower Hutt, Rev. Mr. Hunt, Captain Spillett and Lieutenant Major, Salvation Army; and Mr. 
Chappell. V.M.C.A. military training camp. Trentham. Addresses were delivered eulogising 
Mr. Cochrane for his splendid work in various fields of religious and social service work. Mr. 
Woods, headmaster of the Upper Hutt school, wrote acknowledging Mr. Cochrane's faithful 
service in conducting the school Scripture lesson. 
12th April 1935 The jubilee celebrations of the Upper Hutt School (1864-1934) commenced 
this afternoon, when the school was thrown, open for the inspection of past pupils. The 
school was specially decorated, a number of old photographs being hung on the walls, and an 
exhibition of the work of the present pupils was given. A concert will be held this evening 
13th April 1935 70TH ANNIVERSARY UPPER HUTT SCHOOL 
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS SOME- EARLY' HISTORY 



Jubilee celebrations in connection with the Upper Hutt School (1864----1934) arc at present 
in' progress. A' special souvenir issued in connection with the jubilee contains much 
interesting information. - 
In an introduction written by the Mayor of Upper Hutt (Mr. A. J. McCurdy), it is stated that 
in the fifties and early sixties people were too busy establishing themselves on  their holdings, 
to.do much of a community character, aria beyond spasmodic attempts by way of home study 
and night classes and a "Dame school" established by Mrs. Hannah Barton, at Trentham, with 
Miss Hannah Hedge as teacher, 'nothing was done locally for the education of the rising 
generation. Those who could be spared and whose people could arrange their '•boarding out" 
were sent to school in one or other of the older settlements on the shores of. Port Nicholson. 
It was not until 1864 that a successful attempt 'was made to establish a public school in the 
new settlement. The Catholics of the district having erected a church, (the original building is 
the nave of St. Joseph's, Upper Hutt) on ground donated by Lord Petre, the settlers of all 
denominations met and decided to open a day school in this church building in preference to 
an offer ( of accommodation at St. John's Church, Trentham  There was an attendance of 
thirty children at the opening and the sole teacher was Mr. T. Sullivan, a single man—not 
associated with the Catholic community. In 1866 Mr. Sullivan was succeeded by Mr. Daniel 
Carrick and his wife Mrs. Mary Ann Carrick. At a later date in that year a new school 
building was erected, upon land at Trentham, donated by Mrs. Hannah Barton and Mr. John 
Wilkins, and the teachers and the pupils transferred to the public school under the control of 
the Education Department of the Wellington Provincial Government. Mr. .Carrick taught the 
boys and Mrs. Car* rick the girls. The inspector's report for the year 1866-67 recorded that 
there were 85 houses in the district and 99 children. Fees of 6d per child per week were 
payable to the teacher at the Upper Hutt, and at the Trentham schools. In 1868 Mr. Carrick, 
when crossing the school ground, fell down in an apoplectic fit and was removed to the 
schoolroom, where he died in a short time. Mrs. Carrick continued to teach the girls : until. 
shortly before she left to take charge of a school in Blenheim in 1874. From the time; of Mr.' 
Carrick's death the Rev. Daniel Des Bois (Anglican vicar 1868-71) took charge of the boys, 
and on his transfer to another parish, Mr. Cameron, a single man,' succeeded him. - The 
teachers were as follows:—1864----66, Mr. T. Sullivan; 1866-68, Mr. Daniel Carrick; 1866-
74, Mrs. Mary A. Carrick (assistant); 1868-71, Rev. Daniel Des Bois; 1871-72, Mr. Cameron; 
1872-74,' Mr.-McDonald; 1874-77, Mr. W. Thompson; .• 1877,- Mr. Huntley; 1877-90, :Mr.J 
J Hurley; 1890-1922,  Mr.. F.: W. Connell; 1922-29, Mr. E. Marryatt; 1929-30, Mr. 
Hiddleston; 1930-32, Mr. J. J. Rodgers! 1933 onwards, Mr. A; J. Woods.; 
The schools were as follows:—First school 1864-66, held in church building at Upper ,Hutt" 
Second school,-built on Trentham site next Oddfellows' Hall, 1866; used as school until 
August, 1879, then used as classroom and/or 'shelter shed until pulled down in 1903. Third 
school, opened on Trentham site August .13,- 1879,; July 24, '1908. Fourth school, erected on 
present site and opened on March 26, 1909. ' A number of additions since opening. 
In 1864 there was one school with 30 pupils. In 1934 there were 11 schools with 1331 pupils; 
made up as follows:— Upper Hutt State schools (Upper Hutt, Trentham, and Silverstream), 
total 695; Catholic : schools, St Joseph's Parish and* St. Patrick's College, total 480> private 
kindergarten class, 15— total for' Upper Hutt, 1190. Outlying valleys, State Schools, 



Wallaceville, Whiteman's Valley, Te Marua, Kaitoke, Mangaroa, Karapoti, total 141— 
grand, total,, 1331 
The schools at Wallace Settlement and Whiteman’s Valley were side schools to  Upper Hutt' 
in the early days and had  direct representation on the Upper Hutt school, committees. 
Akatarawa had ,a school beyond Baigent's sawmill. It was discontinued some years ago when 
the upper Akatarawa mills closed down. The building was  removed to a site near Campbell 
Bros.' sawmill on the Little Akatarawa River and opened as Karapoti ..School in 1918, in lieu 
of the cottage classroom used in connection with Campbell's sawmill.  
SOME HUMAN TOUCHES. Some  human touches are contained in a historical record 
compiled by the present headmaster (Mr. A. J. Woods). An interesting entry by Mr. 
Thompson on November 9, 1874, was "children asked for a holiday as it was .the Prince of 
Wales's birthday, and as very few came to school I granted it." A sinister item of December 
1876, records that "William -, a scholar, has played truant for the last three days. He played 
truant on the day of the examination by Mr. Lee on October 12, and on several occasions 
before and since the examination day. He is an incorrigibly bad boy." On February 6, 1877. 
Mr. Thompson "received a communication from Mr. Morgan authorising the giving of a 
holiday or holidays during this week, during which the All-England eleven cricket match and 
the Wellington races will be held. I fixed February 9 as a holiday for the children' to enable 
them to attend the second day's races."  .- '' -, March. 26 was evidently a day of considerable 
activity when Mr. Thompson "went after William , who absented himself again this morning, 
taking three boys to assist. They succeeded in finding him, and I punished him for having 
played truant continuously for a week." From May 12, 1877, until August 31 the school was 
under the charge of a relieving teacher, Mr. Huntley, with Mrs. Huntley as assistant. A 
philosophical entry:—"Patrick —: — very troublesome. Threatened to. tell his father to set 
him to work. The boy threw a slate at a teacher. He is a good boy generally, but very 
passionate, and although not bright has a great .desire to learn. Mildness will conquer him. A 
pathetic entry:—"Received assistant teacher's cheque. Where is mine?" A jovial entry:—
"School closed; today,; :June: 23, for: the midwinter' Vacation' with a bun-feast." .[': A tragic 
entry:—"Wrote to chairman •of committee requesting him to put in two broken windows; one 
of them is paid for, the other was broken by one of the neighbour's fowls." Old days seem to 
have been cold days. In July 1877, there is recorded the fact that "on fine days the elder boys 
are often kept home to work; on bad days parents are glad to get rid of them, particularly as 
they know that there is always a roaring fire in the schoolroom 
." "SCHOOL'S CENTRAL FIGURE." ' The souvenir gives in a most complete fashion 
details of the various I headmasters and' the progress of the 
 school under their control. Commenting on the headmastership of Mr. F. W. Connell (1890-
1922), it states: "A new era and the biggest one in the history of the Upper Hutt School 
commenced with the arrival of Mr. Connell on March 3, 1890. For upwards of thirty-two 
years *he was to maintain control and to minister to the needs of more than a generation of 
pupils. The historical record of his service ,is written indelibly in the district itself, while from 
north to south, from east to west, are hundreds who recall his work and personality with the 
utmost respect and affection. In jubilee retrospect he is the 'grand old man' of the school." 
The jubilee celebrations commenced yesterday afternoon when the school, which was 
specially decorated and hung with old photographs, was opened for the inspection of old 



pupils. The work of the present pupils was the subject of much interest. In the evening a most 
successful concert was given by the ex-pupils and ex-teachers. This afternoon there was a 
general assembly of past and present pupils. A dance will be held this evening, and other 
functions will follow until Monday evening. 
The jubilee officers are as follows: President, Mr. A. E. Robinson; secretary, Mr. J. Morley; 
treasurer, Mr. A. J. Woods; central executive, Messrs. Robinson, Morley, and Woods, and the 
Mayor (Mr. A. J. McCurdy); sub-committees, rolls, Mesdames Dick and Simpson, Messrs. A. 
R. .Jones, J. Morley, A. E. Robinson, V. Williams; programme and entertainments, Misses 
Phair and Scarrow, Messrs. J. Blewman, W. Greig C. Harris, W. H. P. Howe, A.R. Jones, G, 
Wale, V. Williams; publications. Messrs. A. J. McCurdy, A. J. Woods, J, Blewman, and J. 
McHattie; accommodation, Mr. G. H. Guthrie. 
15th April 1935 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS  A BIG 
GATHERING 
The affection in which the ex-pupils of the Upper Hutt School hold their old school was 
shown by the large attendance on Saturday afternoon, when there was a general assembly of 
past and present pupils. Between three and four hundred ex-pupils were present. The weather 
was threatening and; cold, but the rain held off, and it was possible to hold the function out of 
doors. The ex-pupils were seated in groups representing the periods during which they were 
at school. In the front seats were seated the pupils of the 1864-1880 period, and right at the 
back the most recent pupils. 
The roll was called by Mr. F. W. Connell (headmaster, 1890-1922). The "boys and girls," as 
he called them (for only those of the oldest periods had their names called), answered the 
roll,- and it was somewhat sad to watch the expressions on the faces of the old people as 
many names were called and their lips formed a silent "No." Those were the days of big 
families, for quite a number of those who answered were the only representatives of half a 
dozen or more of the same surname who had been at school in the same period. 
Those who answered were as follows: —1864-1860, Henry Doreen, Richard Hagan, James 
and Jane Martin, Edward Till; 1866-1877, David Brown, Roland Butler, Norah Carrick, John 
Cudby, Richard Geange, James Greenwood, George and Louisa Perry, Annie  Simmonds, 
William Spackman, two members of the Stevens family, Edward, Emilie,. and William 
Wilkie, George Wilkins. . , :, At the official opening ceremony the president of the jubilee 
committee (Mr. A. E. Robinson) apologised for the absence of the Minister of Education and 
the member of Parliament for the district, who were to have been the first speakers. Mr. 
Robinson said the ex-pupils of the school had evidently thought the! holding of jubilee 
celebrations to be, well worth while, for they had come! from places as far apart as Stewart] 
Island and North Auckland to be pre-. sent. He hoped all would enjoy them-, selves. _ I 
The Mayor (Mr. A. J. McCurdy) expressed his pleasure at seeing so many of the old pupils 
present. When he first came to the district forty-four years ago, he said, ho was friendly with 
a number of the ex-pupils of the Upper Hutt School, and indeed they were friends with all the 
residents, for in the little settlement they all knew one another. They tried to make of the 
upper part of the valley a model settlement, and it was hoped that this community spirit 
would be perpetuated. There were in those days schoolteachers who knew how to , handle 
children, and these had grown up to show, that their training was not in vain. "The old days 
were the better days when the children who deserved a' wallop got it," said Mr. McCurdy. 



"Nowadays when they deserve a wallop they do not get it." He wished all those present 
health and happiness. Mr. F. W. Connell expressed the pleasure it was to Mrs. Connell and 
him to be present. Cheers were given for Mr. and Mrs. Connell. 
The present headmaster (Mr. A. J. Woods, M.A.) said that after Mr. Connell he' felt like a 
pupil in the infant department. On behalf of the present pupils he welcomed the ex-pupils, 
and on behalf of the present staff he welcomed the old staff. During the time in which he had 
been working on the preparation of the booklet, lie said, he had read through Mr. Connell's 
records, and everything there was-writ-ten with the greatest clearness. Mr. Woods read a 
glowing tribute paid to Mr. Connell by an inspector when he retired' in July, 1922. The 
jubilee had brought home to him, said Mr. Woods, that a school was a very big and 
composite thing. It was not a matter of children and staff, who came and went, or committee 
and home and school association and buildings. All these and other things besides- went to 
make the Upper Hutt School a continuous institution. He thanked those who had helped to 
make the jubilee celebrations possible. The ex-pupils marched through the' school. Folk 
dances and drill displays! given by the present pupils were much enjoyed. _ j 
A dance was held in the evening. 
1st May 1935 The Upper Hutt Borough Council decided last  evening to hold a function in 
the grounds of the Upper Hutt school at 10.30 a.m. on May 6. A jubilee oak will be planted. 
Suitable addresses will be given. It was decided  to send out invitations to the Boy Scouts, 
Girl Guides, friendly societies, and to ask the school teachers to allow, the children to be 
present. The band and the fire brigade will also be present 
11th December 1935  The local Schools in the district are in for a good clean up during the 
Xmas vacations. Through the local Education Board Representative ( Mr. P. Robertson), 
application for a grant of two (2) additional rooms at Trentham have been applied for, also a 
new residence at Te Maura and additions at Karapoti. Tenders have been called for the 
painting of 4 rooms and the corridor at the Upper Hutt School, also for painting Mungaroa 
School. The Headmaster of Trentham School (Mr. Kennedy) will be leaving the district, as 
he' has been appointed to the District High School at Eketahuna, so Trentham will have a new 
headmaster at the new term after Xmas. Quite a number of the children from the schools will 
be passing on to the Secondary Schools next term and the "Weekly Review" wishes them all 
a steady march onward to success. Parents will no doubt look forward to the fulfilment of the 
new Government's promise that provision will be made for commencing the education of 
five-year-olds at an early date. 
20th December 1935 Trentham School. The scholars of Trentham School and their parents 
were entertained by the Home and School Association on Friday last in the Y.M.C.A., the 
room being- placed at their disposal by the kind courtesy of Mr. Chappell. The representative 
of the Education Board (Mr. P. Robertson) presented the prizes, and also the dux medal, 
which was won by Ashley King-, a well-known Trentham boy. (Congratulations, Ashley.) 
Several items were given by the scholars, one item of special note being- a solo dance. In 
presenting the awards for the year Mr. Robertson paid great tribute to the headmaster (Mr. 
Kennedy) who is leaving- the district  and expressed the hope that whoever succeeded him 
would carry on the good work Mr. Kennedy had commenced. Mr. Kennedy, in replying-, 
spoke highly of his teaching- staff, and of the committee, who were always eager and willing 
to assist in their various ways. The evening concluded with dancing". Upper Hutt School. The 



annual Christmas evening: by the Upper Hutt Home and School Association was held on 
Friday last. The male voice choir, assisted by the boys, rendered several Christmas carols. 
Miss June Rimmer entertained with two songs, and Johnny Walker recited. After supper, 
dancing- was indulged in. At the conclusion the junior members of the choir presented their 
conductor (Mr. Joselyn) with a Christmas present in appreciation of his services to the boys. 
Messrs. Jackson and Keegan acted as M.C.'s and a very enjoyable evening was spent. The 
Upper Hutt School will be holding their Christmas dance tomorrow (Saturday) and a pleasant 
time may be expected. 
We are informed that the dux of Upper Hutt School this year is Thelma Jacobsen. The 
"Weekly Review" desires to extend to her hearty congratulations. The "Weekly Review" 
wishes the scholars a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Father Christmas will not 
forget 
10th January 1936 EPARTURE OF HEADMASTER OF UPPER HUTT SCHOOL. 

Upper Hutt's Loss. Notice has been received by Mr. A. J. Woods, M.A., headmaster 
of the Upper Hutt School, of his appointment to the position of Inspector under the 
Education Board. Mr. Woods had been in charge of the local school for the past 
three years, and prior to that was on the staff at the Dunedin Training- College. Since 
his appointment at Upper Hutt, Mr. Woods has taken a great interest in matters 
appertaining to education in general, and has been most prominent in many things 
dealing with the local school. During his period the school has held its Jubilee 
Celebration, which entailed much extra work, but he was always ready and willing to 
assist. At the present time Mr. Woods holds the position of treasurer to the Home 
and School Association, a very live body in the district, which has been instrumental 
in raising sufficient money to carry on the good work of the school. As headmaster, 
he is held in high esteem both by his staff of teachers and also the pupils, and it is 
with regret that he is leaving them, as he has been a tower of strength to the school 
and always approachable both by pupils and parents. Mr. Woods has also been 
interested in several other bodies in the district, and at the time is President of the 
Whakatiki Golf Club, member of the Upper Hutt Bowling Club, and member of the 
local Returned Soldiers' Association, where he will be very much missed. To Mrs. 
Woods much credit is due for her splendid services in carrying- out the duties of 
captain in the local Girl Guide movement, and she has been very largely responsible 
for the splendid troop of girls in that organization to-day. Mrs. Woods will be missed 
by them. Mrs. Woods held the position of President of the Ladies' Golf Club at the 
Whakataki golf links. At the time of going to press, it is not yet known where Mr. 
Woods will be stationed, but wherever it may be the good wishes of all residents of 
Upper Hutt go to himself, Mrs. Woods and family. Kia ora! 

7th February 1936 Miss Caskey and Miss Lace, two members of the Upper Hutt 
School staff, were among the passengers aboard the "Rangatira" when she had a 
serious mishap on Sunday morning outside the Wellington Heads. In an interview 
"with our representative Miss Caskey stated that at the time of the mishap she was 
awake and had just had tea. "It seemed like a big bump. Immediately afterwards 
stewardesses and stewards visited the cabins and instructed the passengers to get 
their lifebelts on and go on deck. Of course, we really did not know what had 
happened, and could not find out from the stewards where we were. Although it was 
daylight it was quite impossible to see anything owing to the heavy rain. After a while 



-we sighted Pencarrow Lighthouse and there was great relief when it was seen by 
the passengers."…………………….. 

28th February 1936 The new headmaster for Upper Hutt School is Mr. W. D. Bennett, 
of Auckland, who takes over on March 2nd., 1986. Mr. Bennett has been in charge of 
one of the Auckland schools for the past five years and is recognised by the 
Education Board as a very valuable headmaster. The Education Board has approved 
of the following- alterations to the building's in the local area. Karapoti, extension of 
porch and a new corridor. Extension of girls' shelter at the Upper Hutt School. 
Alterations at Te Marua, including a new residence, also repairs and alterations at 
Whiteman's Valley and Mungaroa Schools. Trentham School has applied for three 
open-air class-rooms which, it is understood, been approved by the Board. Application is 
now being made to the Education Department for their confirmation. Mr. A. J. Woods, the 
late headmaster of Upper Hutt School, has been promoted to Inspector in the 'Nelson district, 
and leaves this week 
20th March 1936 Upper Hutt School Miss M. F. Parsonson, to Upper Hutt; 
9th April 1936 The Secretary (Mr. Morley) of the Annual School Fair Committee of the 
Upper Hutt School reports that the recent fair produced the sum of £14 6s. The money was 
raised for the purpose of helping children in need of assistance and providing all the scholars 
-with cocoa during the winter months. 
5th May 1936 School Committee Report Upper Hutt.—An attendance of 25 at the Upper 
Hutt School was presided over by Mr. P. Robertson. 
A resolution was passed that application be made for an increase in the capitation from 3d to 
sd. 
The annual report stated that the attendance at the school had been well maintained. The roll 
number when the committee took office was 354, with an average attendance of 337. At the 
present time the roll was 363, with an average attendance of 339. 
8th May 1936 The M.C.[Short for emcee the person who runs the dances and makes 
announcements] of the Upper Hutt school dance was asked to put on another 1/dance for the 
following- Saturday, and after consulting his Committee, Mr. Harris, the popular M.C., 
decided they should, do so. Many people were unable to be present last week owing to the 
atrocious weather, but they should be among the happy ones on Saturday night, where the 
M.C. and the committee guarantee patrons a good time. The dance takes place to-morrow 
night. 
3rd July 1936 We have been officially informed that the Education Department has made a 
grant for three additional rooms on the open-air principle for the Trentham School. Also that 
the Education Board has made a grant for concreting the two shelter sheds at Upper Hutt 
School. 
28th July 1936 he annual report of the Upper Hutt Home and School Association, presented 
at the annual meeting of the association last evening, referred to the success of the Upper 
Hutt Male Voice Choir. The attendance at the concerts since the first one in December 1933, 
had gradually increased. Unquestionably the success of the choir was due to the energy, 
musical knowledge, and enthusiasm of Mr. W. S. Josland, Mus. Bac, with the assistance of a 



capable pianist. Mrs. L. W. Tomlin backed oy the loyalty  of the members of the choir. There 
were now 32 active and financial members, but there was room for a few more good voices. 
During the winter months the association had supplied free cocoa, approximately eight 
gallons per day, to school children. A complete set of football jerseys had been given to the 
senior team, and the association had presented the dux medal. Weekly dances and euchre 
parties had contributed substantially to. the association's funds. 
It was decided to set -aside £.10 as a nucleus of a fund to provide a radio set tor the school. 
The Mayor. Mr. A. J. McCurdy presented Mr. A. E. Robinson, who had been president for 
three years, and who is new leaving the district, with a fountain pen, and expressed the 
appreciation of members of the association for the work he had done. 
Officers were elected as follows: — President, Mr. F. Jackson; vice-president, Mr. W. Howe; 
secretary, Mr. J. Marley; treasurer, Mr. J. Hardie; auditor, Mr. C. R. Stroud; committee, 
Messrs. F. Lowry, A. E. Jones, L. Walls, and Mrs. Jackson. 
31st July 1936 UPPER HUTT HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.ANNUAL 
MEETING. 
A Forward Move Towards a Technical School in the District. The eighth annual meeting- of 
the Upper Hutt Home and School Association was held on Monday evening last, Mr. A. E. 
Robinson presiding. Associated with him were Mr. C. Harris (Vice-President), Mr. A. R. 
Jones (treasurer), Mr. J. Morley (secretary), and the Mayor of Upper Hutt (A. J. McCurdy, 
Esq.), and the headmaster (Mr. W. H. Bennett). The eighth annual report and balance sheet 
was published in our columns last week. The secretary read the report and balance sheet 
which, before being adopted, was thoroughly discussed by members present. After the 
chairman had replied to certain questions, Mr. McCurdy moved the adoption, which was 
carried. The chairman (A. E. Robinson) brought forward the following notice of motion to 
the meeting: "That the Upper Hutt Borough Council School Committees, Home and School 
Associations and all other organisations having an interest in the welfare of the children in 
the Upper Hutt and surrounding areas be written to and asked : (a) If they are in favour of 
trying to secure for the district a Technical or Secondary School; (b) If in favour of such 
proposal, would they be prepared to appoint delegates to meet delegates from the Upper Hutt 
Home and School Association to discuss the proposal and try to ascertain as far as possible 
the number of pupils in their respective districts who would attend such school in the Upper 
Hutt. Mr. Robinson stated there was always a danger of children meeting with some mishap 
when travelling by train to the secondary schools from the Upper Hutt. Also there was the 
plight of the child who qualified for secondary education, and lived outside of the Borough, 
say at Kaitoke. Mr. Robinson illustrated the case of a boy who lived four miles from the town 
and had to catch the train to Lower Hutt and did not get back to Upper Hutt before five p.m., 
and then had to go home in the dark. Consequently the lad had to give up the school as the 
strain was too great, and the hours too long. The child had to be penalised owing to such a 
long journey, whereas if such a school was in the Upper Hutt, it would have been a great 
asset to him. Several members present spoke in favour of such a school, including the Mayor, 
whose memory went back to the time when there was talk of having such a school in the 
town, but the idea was then abandoned. Mr. McCurdy said there were about 1000 children 
this side 



of the Silverstream bridge, and the population was growing rapidly. There should be a 
technical school here, as being the 29th largest town in New Zealand, we had a right to all the 
facilities of such a school. The headmaster (Mr. Bennett) said it would be a necessity in the 
near future and every opportunity should be given for technical and secondary school 
instruction. The motion was carried unanimously. Mr. C. Harris moved: "That the sum of ten 
pounds (£10) be set aside as a nucleus of a fund to purchase a radio for the school. Mr. Harris 
stated that the time had come when a radio should be placed in the school. Radio lessons 
were frequently given over the air. Mr. McCurdy: Have you tried the Railway Department to 
see if they through the Education Board, would place one of their sets in the school? I think 
you would be yreatly assisted by the Minister of Education if such a suggestion was placed 
before them. Mr. Bennett stated that the last school he was in had a radio installed with loud-
speakers, so that any of the classes that were not interested in the subject being- broadcast 
could switch off. He stated that the most modern thing for schools was a motion picture plant 
for educational purposes. After other members had partaken in the discussion, it was decided 
on a show of hands that such a fund should be started. It was decided to grant one guinea to 
the Hutt Valley Boys' Football Union to help defray the cost of sending a boys' team to 
Hawera during the coming vacation. It was reported  that three boys from the Upper Hutt 
School had been selected for the team. Mr. Keegan suggested that next year- the Association 
might approach the local Rugby Club as they might be in a position to help financially. The 
Mayor presented Mi*. Robinson with a fountain pen from the Home and School Association. 
Mr. Robinson has been president of the association fox- the past three years. The Mayor 
eulogised Mr. Robinson for the work he had done during the period of his office, and also for 
his efforts during- the jubilee celebrations  last year-. Mr. Robinson, who is leaving the 
district, thanked the Mayor and all friends and said he had had pleasure  in his humble efforts  
and thanked those who had assisted him. Election of offices for the ensuing year resulted as 
follows: President, Mr. F. Jackson; Vice President, Mr. W. Howe ; Treasurer, Mr. J. Hardie; 
Secretary, Mr-. J. Morley; Auditor -, Mr. C. R. Stroud; Management Committee, Messrs. F. 
Lowry, A. E. Jones, L. Walls, and Mrs. F. Jackson. Euchre Committee: Re-elected with the 
addition of Mr. C. R. Stroud. Dance Committee: Messrs. F. Jackson, Turvey, Stroud, Howe, 
W. Robinson, Lowry, Mesdames Fahey, Lowry, Jones, Simpson, with power to add. Dental 
Clinic Committee: Messrs. Spiers and Jackson. Mr. Robinson congratulated Mr. Jackson on 
obtaining the position of president and wished him success. Mr. Jackson, in reply, said he 
would do all in his power to carry out his duties to the benefit of the association and children 
in general. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the ladies of the outgoing dance committee 
who had so ably carried out their duties. Special mention was made of Mesdames 
Weatherley, Harris, Morley and Robinson. A vote of thanks to Mr. Harris, who had 
supervised the dances so well, was carried with acclamation. The Mayor carried out the 
duties of returning officer for the election and was accorded a hearty vote of thanks, also for 
taking so much interest in the association and attending the meeting. Mr. McCurdy implied in 
his usual happy manner. The usual Saturday night dance will be held to-morrow, when it is 
hoped that the dancers in the district will be present to enjoy a happy evening. 
21st  August 1936 Arbor Day was celebrated at Upper Hutt School by the planting of six 
beautiful native trees, generously donated by Mrs. Knox Gilmer  



The pupils, who were assembled in the school grounds, were addressed by Mr. Bennett, the 
headmaster and by Mr A. Jackson, who was accompanied by Mrs. Jackson, and who 
represented the school committee. One pupil from each standard planted a tree and 
committees, who undertook to attend to the trees, were appointed by the pupils themselves 
from each class. 
11th September 1936  
UPTO 1937 meeting attended by representatives of the various schools in the district was 
held in the Upper Hutt School last evening to consider the proposal that facilities should be 
provided for secondary education at Upper Hutt. After a full discussion it was decided to ask 
for the establishment of a district high school and manual training centre. Mr. F. Jackson 
presided. Mr. P. Robertson, the district's representative on the Wellington Education Board, 
said he thought. the time had arrived for a forward move in regard to secondary education in 
the district There were about 103 children from Upper Hutt attending the Hutt Valley High 
School and the Hutt Valley Memorial Technical College, apart from those at St. Patrick's 
College, Silverstream. If the parents gave their co-operation there would be sufficient 
numbers offering to establish a secondary school, as only 20 children were needed for a 
district high school, 0 for a technical high school, and 60 for a high school. In the lower part 
of the Hutt Valley there were two of the most progressive high and technical schools in the 
Dominion. He did not know if the: Government would view with equanimity" the 
establishment of a technical high school at Upper Hutt, but he did not think the district could 
ask the Education Department to supply the technical equipment This difficulty would be 
overcome if a district high school wore established. He recommended this course. ~ Mr. W. 
D. Bennett personally supported a district high school, as it would meet all requirements, he 
said. The -technical high school was the ideal, but there was the cost of meeting it Mr. A. Key 
said it was his personal experience as a school teacher that in country districts many children, 
after leaving the primary school at the age Of 12 years with a proficiency certificate, just 
stayed round the home, Hid did not develop any initiative or outlook’ He thought the district 
high school proposed would meet the requirements. Many children in the district lost a 
secondary school education because their parents could not afford to board them out . In reply 
to a question, Mr. Robertson said that a district high school could be changed into a. technical 
high school later if necessary. When there was an intermediate school it affected the grading 
of adjoining schools. . Mr C. Harris contended that the district was growing so rapidly that a 
technical high school was. needed, although the equipment need not be as-elaborate as that at 
Petone. _ The chairman pointed out that if a technical high school was started at Upper Hutt 
with, inferior equipment the children would prefer to go to Petone; . . ' ... Mr. J., S. Baskett 
considered that there was a great chance of getting a district high,: school. A tremendous 
amount of equipment would be wanted for a technical high school. The grounds of the 
present school at Upper Hutt were too limited to contain a district high school, so he 
considered that Trentham, which was the centre of the upper part of the Hutt Valley, should 
be the spot. Mr. Robertson 'recommended that the question of a site should be left to the 
officers of the Education Department In 1912 there was a side school of the Petone Technical 
College at Upper Hutt, he said, and it was possible that a side school could be established in 
Upper Hutt again. COUNCIL NOT UNANIMOUS. Mr. F. P. Keys, who, with Mr* A, 
Howell, represented the Upper Hutt Borough Council, said that they were rather handicapped 



by the fact that when the council was considering the matter it was not unanimous. They were 
there to see what was being done and to report back to the council Speaking personally, he 
thought there was a big chance of getting a district high school established. . Several other 
speakers expressed various views, some advocating a tecnical high school and others pointing 
out the saving in travelling expenses a high school was (established in the Mr. A. E. 
Robinson stated that the lack of a secondary school at Upper Hutt had prevented several 
families from settling in the district. Finally, on the motion of Mr. G Wale, seconded by Mr. 
A. Key, it was decided unanimously to ask the Education Department, through the Education 
Board,; to establish a district high school and manual training centre ai Upper Hutt The 
various school committees in the district are to b( asked to give their support to the proposal. 
If an unfavourable reply is received, a further meeting will be called at which the Minister of 
Education and the member of Parliament for the district will be asked to attend. A vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr A E. Robinson for bringing up the matter of secondary education in 
the district. 
23rd October 1936 At a meeting of the Upper Hutt School Dental Clinic held last Friday 
evening, Mr. J. Purvis and Mr. W. Greig were asked to arrange to meet the Hon. Mr. Fraser, 
Minister of Health, as a deputation with regard to school dental charges over the schools 
throughout the Upper Hutt district. 
10th June 1937 Miss Smith of Silverstream School appointed to the Upper Hutt School was 
presented with a dressing table clock 
6th August 1937 The only tender received by the Hutt Valley Committee for the milk for 
schools scheme -was recently sent along to the Minister in charge of the scheme, and it is 
hoped that it will not be long before the scheme is in operation. The tender submitted was for 
pasteurised and bottled milk. The number of children in the various schools in the district are 
not yet complete, but Trentham and Te Marua have been notified to send their lists to Mr. 
Knox, secretary of the Hutt "Valley Executive. 
There are 398 children at the Upper Hutt School, 101 at Silverstream, and 215 at the St. 
Joseph's Orphanage, which includes 110 day  scholars. 
27th August 1937 The Upper Hutt School Committee are advertising in this issue the position 
of full-time caretaker. This has been made possible by generous assistance from the Home 
and School Association and the Committee are hopeful that under the hands of the caretaker 
the school and grounds will become one of the show places of the valley and a credit to the 
Upper Hutt district. 
17th December 1937 Last Thursday and Friday the Majestic Theatre was well filled for the 
concerts staged by the Upper Hutt School. Every item was appropriately dressed and the 
pupils' parents are to be congratulated on the artistic results of their- efforts to fit them out for 
the various songs. Class items occupied the first section of the programme and pride of place 
must be given to the "Piccanninies" and to the singing of the fairy artist, Rae Gibson. The 
piece  de resistance of the evening was the operetta, "Princess Chrysanthemum," which lasted 
for nearly two hours and which was presented in a colourful and spectacular manner. The 
opening scene with the senior pupils en masse on the enlarged stage, in Japanese attire, with 
an arch of electrically-lit lanterns overhead, and a foreground of blossoms and foliage to 
match the garden drop scene -will long linger in the memory. Great credit is due to the 
headmaster, Mr. C. A. Rendle, who produced the operetta, and to Miss Smith for her valuable 



assistance. The principal players were: Top Knot, Rae Morley; Emperor, Rae White; 
Princess, Jean Rimmer; Maidens, G. Jones, J. Wale, P. Baigent, S. Salmon; Saucer Eyes,- 
Stuart Bateman;. Sprites, R. Hutcheson, E. Cole, A. Hopkirk, L. Jones, J. Jones, K. Penn, R. 
Walls; Prince So-Tru, Wm. Moore; Prince SoSli, Hylton Cleaver; Fairy Moonbeam, Hazel 
Nelson; Fairies, A. Cleaver, W. Hazel-wood, V. Jacobsen, R. "Weston, E. Hewson, V. Franz; 
Dancer, Marjorie Geange. All the children took their parts excellently, but special mention 
might be made of Jean Rimmer's singing and dramatic ability as Princess Chrysanthemum. 
Rae Morley as Top Knot was also outstanding. At the conclusion of Friday's performance, 
Mr. Rendle thanked all those who had in any -way assisted the production. Numerous 
bouquets and boxes of chocolates were presented to the players. 
 

1938-1940	
28th January 1938 Dance lovers are reminded of the usual Saturday night dance at the Upper 
Hutt School. The committee have always endeavoured to make these functions successful, 
and to this end, the services of Mr. Neal Norris, as an additional instrumentalist, have been 
engaged. This well-known musician possesses remarkable versatility which should please the 
most fastidious of patrons. In addition it has been arranged to have extra novelty dances, also 
a special competition dance. The committee, who are all working for a good cause, i.e., the 
benefit of the school children, expect a bumper house, and a good night's enjoyment is 
assured. 
18th February 1938 Prices are asked for the Supply and Delivery at the Upper Hutt School of 
6 Cords of dry, straight wood in 2-foot lengths, stacked and measured in the School Grounds 
to the satisfaction of the Committee. Prices to be in the hands of the Chairman, MR. G. 
WALE, McLean Street, Upper Hutt; not later than Tuesday, 22nd February, 1938. 
11th March 1938 Glorious weather prevailed on Saturday last when the Upper Hutt School 
held their annual picnic at Maidstone Park. The School Committee, under the chairmanship 
of M. G. Wall, assisted by the Home and School Association, catered for the children in the 
way of soft drinks, ice creams, buns, fruit and sandwiches. The Upper Hutt Band was in 
attendance and entertained the people with some stirring- music. 
25th March 1938 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL DANCE. 
The decision of the Dance Committee to continue with the dances during - the recent hot 
weather has been well .justified, there being good attendances at the last two dances. Besides 
runner-up prizes for each Monte Carlo, novelty dances have been introduced, for which the 
Committee are much indebted to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace. As "the Fleet" is now in camp again 
it is hoped to have a good , contingent of the Navy present at the dance to-morrow 
(Saturday). All profits from these functions are put to good use by the Home and School 
Association, the funds being used entirely for the benefit of the pupils, such as the purchase 
of sports gear and necessaries not supplied by the Department. 
6th May 1938 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS. The biennial elections of the School 
Committees in the Upper Hutt district took place on Monday evening last, there being a fair 
attendance of householders at each meeting.  
At the Upper Hutt School, Mr. P. Robertson presided and in a few well-chosen words 
expressed the thanks of the parents for the way "the School Committee had carried on during 



the past two years. Special thanks to the Home and School Association was recorded on the 
splendid way they had co-ordinated with the School Committee, "by raising funds to procure 
the necessary things that matter in primary schools. The Chairman stated that there was one 
thing he had hoped would have eventuated at Upper Hutt and that was a wireless set for the 
school. At Trentham (which was a smaller school than Upper Hutt), they had a splendid 
wireless set, and he hoped ~ "that in the near future Upper Hutt would be as fortunate.  
The Secretary of the Association (Mr. T. Hutchinson) stated "that a sum of money had 
already been placed aside for a wireless and at present that fund amounted to •over £25.  
Mr. W. Howe (a past member of "the School Committee) pointed out that Upper Hutt would 
have had wireless installed a considerable time ago, but the various headmasters had other 
views. At present they had a Headmaster in Mr. Rendle who sees the value of wireless in the 
schools and no doubt it will not be long before the children of the Upper Hutt School will be 
enjoying a wireless.  
The annual report and balance sheet was presented by the Secretary and after discussion was 
adopted. In his report the Secretary  stated that every effort had been made by the Committee 
to maintain the school and grounds at the highest standard in the interest of the pupils. The 
roll of the School had increased from 363 in May 1936, to 373 at present.  
As a result of the "Government's policy of centralization of schools, the Whiteman's Valley 
and Wallaceville Schools have been closed down and the children from these schools are 
conveyed by bus to Upper Hutt.  
Arbor Day as usual saw the planting of native and ornamental trees in the school ground.  
"Unfortunately under the present grading system the continual changing of teachers is still 
taking place. Since May 1936, 12 teachers had left the school and 14 been appointed to it. 
The school was fortunate in the appointment of Mr. C. A. Rendle as headmaster. The half-
hour of religious instruction one day a week under various members of the Ministers' 
Fraternal appeared to be working efficiently and smoothly. The committee had taken an 
active part in bringing before the Wellington Education Board the urgent necessity for the 
establishment of a district high school and was successful insofar as the board had agreed to 
ask the Education Department for a grant to build the school. The committee was well 
represented in the deputation which waited on the Minister of Education to support the claim 
for the school, and it was a matter for regret that he had not so far agreed to the requests of 
the deputation. Without valuable aid from the home and school association it 
would not have been possible to carry out the many works necessary to maintain the school 
and grounds in the condition that the welfare of the children warranted and deserved. The 
school had reached grade 6A  the highest in its history.  
The following were elected to the School Committee: —Messrs. A. E. Robinson (Chairman), 
T. Spencer, H. Poison, A. F. W. Jackson, V. Williams, H. Reynolds, J. Morley, T. 
Hutchenson and F. Jackson.  
Trentham School saw several changes in the personnel of the Committee, there being only 
three of the old Committee re-elected. The following resolution was carried at the meeting:—
That parents should be allowed to take a, vote on the adoption of the Nelson system of 
religious instruction in schools. The Committee re-elected were: Messrs. T. Clyma 
(Chairman), J. S. King (Secretary), A. Johnson, A. J. Neal, J. Duncan, G. Patham, E. Carr, A. 
C. Calder, O. B. Sims. 



3rd June 1938 The Minister of Education (Hon. P. Fraser) paid an official visit to Upper Hutt 
on Saturday morning last, to meet representatives of the school committees in the district and 
go into the matter of sites for a District High School. The Minister was accompanied by his 
secretary, also Mr. Dyer, Chairman of the Wellington Education Board, Mr. Henderson 
(Education Board), and Mr. R. Savage, (architect to the Department). Mr. P. Robertson, the 
district's representative on the Board, introduced the Minister, stating although the visit had 
been hurried he -was pleased to see so many present. After discussing why a school -was -
warranted in the district the whole of those assembled visited various sites within the borough 
for the Minister to see. Mr. Fraser stated that the whole of the places visited -were admirably 
suited for the purpose. He would give favourable consideration to the matter, and -would be 
pleased to meet them sometime in July unless an arrangement was made beforehand. Mr. 
Robertson thanked the Minister for his visit, saying that in his opinion a school was required, 
as both the Petone Memorial Technical College and the Hutt "Valley School -were full to 
their capacity, also with the growing of the borough a secondary school was a necessity. 
Among those present to meet the Minister were Mr. P. Robertson (Board's representative), 
Messrs. A. E. Robinson (chairman), H. Poison, J. Morley, H. Reynolds, V. Williams, J. 
Hutchinson (secretary) , all from the Upper Hutt Clyma, J. Blewman (Trentham School), Mr. 
A. Rendle, Headmaster, Upper Hutt School, and Councillor W. Greig. An apology was 
received from Mr. T. Spencer (Upper Hutt School Committee) . 
17th June 1938 he Upper Hutt School Committee, in a letter to the Council, stated that in 
their opinion the shortage of houses in the district was affecting in no small degree the natural 
increase which should be taking place, and that as the Government -were building houses in 
other districts such as Lower Hutt, there was the danger that there would be a further decrease 
in the number of pupils attending the Upper Hutt School. Houses were not available for 
married teachers transferred to the district, and some teachers had to travel as far afield as 
Eastbourne and Island Bay. The Committee asked the Council to introduce some form of 
housing scheme in the Borough to provide residences for parents of children and also 
teachers. Councillor Greig asked if it would not be possible to have houses for teachers at the 
school grounds. The Mayor (Mr. P. Robertson), replying to Councillor Greig, said that the 
larger schools should have three houses to staff the married teachers. It was decided that the 
Council get into touch -with the Education Board and convey the suggestion put forward by 
Councillor Greig. 
9th December 1938 MINISTER OF EDUCATION AT UPPER HUTT. INSTALLATION 
OF WIRELESS AT SCHOOL. The Upper Hutt School was prettily decorated for the 
Children's Plain and Fancy Dress Dance, held on Friday evening last. A large attendance was 
present. The wireless recently installed at the school was used during- the evening- in 
conjunction with Mr. Taylor's "Harmonica Band" of twenty-four players. Among- those 
present were the Hon. P. Fraser, Minister of Education, and Mrs. Fraser, Mr. B. Roberts, M.P. 
for the district, Mr. and Mrs. P. Robertson Mayor and Mayoress of Hutt, Mr. T. Clyma, 
chairman of the Trentham School Committee, and Mr. J. Blewman, chairman of the Home 
and School Association, Trentham. 
The Minister was met at the entrance of the school and escorted through the corridor to the 
music of the Pipe Band. Ah enjoyable programme of dances and folk dances was performed 



by the pupils.. Mrs. R. Bradley, who is an ex-pupil of the school, gave a delightful rendering 
of the popular song . "Fiddle and I." 
Mr. Rendle, headmaster, expressed great pleasure at having the Minister of Education and 
Mrs. Fraser present, and he thanked Mr. Roberts and the Mayor and Mayoress for their 
attendance at the function. It was very pleasing to get loyal support from the parents, which 
augured well for the school's future. The installation of wireless was a big educational step 
forward, and next year they hoped to make still further advance with "mechanical aids to 
education," by providing the school with a talking film projector. This would be a step 
towards bringing the school up-to-date. The children were worthy of the best they could do 
for them, and he hoped by the continued support of the parents to be instrumental in 
providing the best possible school environment for them. 
Mr. A. E. Robinson, chairman of the school committee, thanked the Minister and others for 
attending, and for the support of the parents. Many things were wanted for the school and his 
committee was working- steadily towards getting them. He thanked all who had helped to 
make the function a success, and also the headmaster for the splendid effort he was making 
for the benefit of the scholars. The Minister of Education (Mr. P. Fraser) was given a great 
ovation on rising. He expressed the pleasure at being present. He complimented the children 
on their fancy costumes, stating that they all deserved a prize. Mr. Fraser assured the parents 
that he would do all he could for the school and he hoped the parents would continue to 
support it. Mr. B. Roberts, M.P., expressed his pleasure at being present and paid tribute to 
the success of the function which showed the admiration the parents held for the school and 
its work. The Mayor, who is also the district's representative on the Education Board, ' stated 
that it was pleasing - to witness the great progress the school was making. He expected big 
improvements to be made to the Upper Hutt School in the very near future and would support 
the committee in its efforts to have those improvements brought into effect. Mr. Robertson 
congratulated the children on their splendid function. On behalf of the school children, Miss 
Cynthia McClelland presented bouquets to Mrs. Fraser and Mrs. Robinson, who carried out 
the judging. Of the 140 pupils in fancy dress, some were really outstanding*, and the judges 
found it very difficult in choosing as they thought the best. During the evening the Minister 
of Education made a presentation to Nurse Kellow, of the Dental Clinic, who is leaving the 
district to take up duties at Petone. The headmaster also made a presentation of a fountain pen 
on behalf of the committee, to Mr. W. Neighbours, as an appreciation for his help during - the 
year, and for the work he had done in installing the wireless at the school. Mr. Neighbours 
briefly replied. Expressions of thanks were voiced to Mesdames Hyslop and Edwards for the 
part they had taken in giving - dancing- lessons to the senior pupils. After the function the 
floor was open for dancing and those present were able to enjoy themselves with modern and 
old-time dancing until the early hours of the morning.  
22nd December 1938 On Wednesday and Thursday, the Majestic Theatre was well filled for 
the concerts staged by the Upper Hutt School. Every item was appropriately dressed, and the 
pupils' parents are to be congratulated on their artistic efforts. ‘ 
The Chairman of the School Committee, Mr. A. E. Robinson, congratulated the headmaster, 
his staff, and the pupils for the splendid entertainment. Mr. Rendle, Headmaster, in replying, 
thanked all who had in any way assisted to make the concert a success.  
Following are the programmes:  



STANDARD II. The Farmyard —. . Action Song By Pupils.  
Recitation "Going On An Errand" George Taylor. 
Song "The Bumble Bee" Pupils.  
Soloist . Rae Fahey "I Love To Whistle."  
Chorus by Children.  
STANDARD I. Drill. Part Songs—--1 "Hunting Morn" 2 "New Year's Eve" 
 ITEMS BY INFANTS.  
P4 . "Rag Doll"  
STANDARD III. Operetta: "The Sweet Shop."  
Bertram. The Billman .... Ron Hall  
Penelope Patient Fay Atkins  
Carrie Can't Decide . Daphne Greig  
Maudie Must Wait . . Alison Stuart  
Three School Boys— Peter Keys, Gordon Bentley, Lawrence Auckram.  
Couriers: Colleen Hazelwood, Ida Hewson, Eileen Nairn, Pauline Lowry, Lena Hardie, 
Vanda Jacobsen.  
Wrigley Men— Bernard Hatt, Fred Tapp, Billy Hyslop, Billy Hobbs, Bob Moore, Colin 
Thorner.  
Minties Iren Greig, Joyce Hutcheson, June France.  
Columbine Caramels Leone Lynch, Lilliam Bailey, Dawn Durham, Norma Lowry, Marjory 
Humphrey.  
Life Savers Ray Gibson, Reynold Spearpoint, David Williams, Gordon Bentley.  
Q.T.'s Melva Cameron, Juliet Clemens, Edna Craig.  
Penny Sweets— Ron Scoon, Alan Hopkirk, Lawrence Auckram, Lionel Hobbs, Peter Keys.  
Lesser Lights— Eric Whiteman, Lindsay Bateman, Winston Hercock, Ray Auckram, Henry 
Williams.  
"PEACH BLOSSOM." Produced by Form II. Pupils.  
The Emperor William Moore  
Peach Blossom Cynthia McClelland  
Fusi Yama Hylton Cleaver  
Ching-Ching Ralph Dell  
Hi-Di Geoffrey Ashford  
Lady Moon .... Betty Macfarlane  
The Cuckoo Owen Benge 
 The Quail Audrey Cleaver 
 The Rattle Alan Robinson  
Ladies of the Court: Joyce Russel, Freda Nairn, Jose Wilkie, Jean Anderson. 
Courtiers: Doreen Oliff, Lottie Johnson, Betty Reynolds, Helga Lloyd, Ray Matanga, 
Jacqueline Williams.  
Flowers: Rosebud, Marjorie Gibson ; Snowdrop, Marjorie Severn; Violet, Valma Lowry; 
Tulip, Connie Bentley; Blue Bell, Margaret Matenga; Fuchsia, Brenda Hatt. 
 FORM I. "Little Old Lady." Soloist Don. Whiteman 
Little Old Lady Jacquelin Williams  
Dancers Marjorie Farro, Adelaide Comber  



Guitar Soloist . . Rhonda Mudgway  
Part Songs—"Santa Lucia," "Silent Night."  
10th February 1939 number of changes will be made in the staff of the Upper Hutt School. 
Mr K. Downey, first assistant, has been appointed to Thorndon School Mr. A. Ross has been 
appointed to Petone West. Miss L. James to Waiwhetu. Miss White has married and started 
missionary work with her husband in Fiji. Mr. Rex Rendle has been appointed to Pine Valley 
School [Sole Charge School  West of Blenheim], where he will have sole charge. Miss 
Goulton visited Upper Hutt on her return -from-Blenheim and takes a position at Konini 
[Pahiatua Area]. 
17th February 1938 UPPER HUTT SCHOOL. LANTERN LECTURE. 
Mr. H. Foston, author on N.Z. subjects—approved by the Wellington Education Board-—
gave an illustrated recital on Tuesday, 14th February, in the Upper Hutt State School to an 
interested and appreciative audience of scholars, parents and friends touching' upon the 
Romance of the Maori Race, Coal, Greenstone, and Gold in New Zealand. The subjects were 
illustrated by over 200 specially prepared valuable lantern slides. 
 
 
Teachers of Upper Hutt included 
 
Jeremiah	Hurley 1878-1889 At Upper Hutt 

1880/2905 Eva Teresa Lynch Jeremiah Hurley 

 

1881/11612 Hurley Mary Mercy Eva Teresa Jeremiah 

1883/2635 Hurley Daniel Henry Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

1884/6782 Hurley Eva Mary Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

1890/14344 Hurley Gertrude Mary Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

1894/5253 Hurley Eily Mary Geraldine Eva Teresa Jeremiah 

1896/8974 Hurley Kathleen Mary Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

 

Lynly Yates Gun Upper Hutt Researcher provided me with the following information 

Jeremiah’s 1st wife was Annie nee O'Sullivan (both teachers) they married in Ireland and had 
1 son Daniel who later died in NZ.  The three arrived in NZ in 1872.  They had some other 
children and Annie died in 1877.  Jeremiah remarried in 1880 and had 5 daughters and 1 
son.  Two of Jeremiah's children from the 1st marriage  became Sisters of St Joseph (Sister 
Augustine and Sister Agatha) and his only surviving son from his 2nd marriage became 
known as Father Dan Hurley.  Details regarding the Hurley family will be updated on my 
website in due course. 

 

 



 

Mrs	Evans 1878 Then  then only 1879 -1910 at Mungaroa See Mangaroa School 

Jeremiah	Hurley 1878-1889 At Upper Hutt 

1880/2905 Eva Teresa Lynch Jeremiah Hurley 
 

1881/11612 Hurley Mary Mercy Eva Teresa Jeremiah 

1883/2635 Hurley Daniel Henry Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

1884/6782 Hurley Eva Mary Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

1890/14344 Hurley Gertrude Mary Eva Theresa Jeremiah 

1894/5253 Hurley Eily Mary Geraldine Eva Teresa Jeremiah 

1896/8974 Hurley Kathleen Mary Eva Theresa Jeremiah 
 

1920/10894 Hurley Eva Teresa 63Y 

1923/6697 Hurley Jeremiah 77Y 
 
4th January 1873 In a long letter to the Editor of the Wellington Independent as this 
comment: What education was prior to this I have but a poor idea ; but of the result I know a 
little for the short time I have been here. It is an unpleasant but stubborn fact to have to relate 
that out of a school of 70 children, averaging in age from 5 to 14 years, not one could do two 
successive sums correctly in simple- Addition ; only one knew simple Subtraction, and no 
one further. They seemed to have no 
idea of mental calculation, so essentially necessary in this age of progress, the fingers being 
employed even by |the most advanced to ascertain the sum of any two digits, and as to 
reading its effects on the ear was somewhat similar to that of the "Piper of Barjona," in fact 
they did not know how to read at all properly speaking.,,,,, J Hurley  
On the 6th February There was published A Letter by “ä Teacher” rebutting much of Mr 
Hurley’s statement on Catholic Schools being accepted as State Schools in New Zealand and 
signed Jeremiah Hurley ST Joseph’s School  
29th April 1873 Jeremiah Hurley is writing a long letter in the Evening Post re what should 
be taught in New Zealand schools 
30th December 1873  Mr J Hurley was  Secretary of the Wellington Teacher’s Association  
5th January 1875 Sir, —In your leader on the above subject on Thursday last you say in 
instituting a comparison with the distribution of prizes in Otago, “in Wellington, on the 
contrary, no notice appears to have been taken of the primary schools when breaking up for 
the* Christmas holidays." In reference thereto, allow me to speak for myself by stating that 
prizes were distributed in my school, by Mrs. Sharp at the time referred to, in the presence of 
a number of ladies and gentlemen, and that this is an annual custom. In reference to the value 



of the prizes, I am bold in the belief that they compare favorably with the prizes distributed in 
the public schools of Otago,—l am, &c., * Jeremiah Hurley. St. Joseph’s School, Boulcott-
street. Wellington, January 2 
19th February 1875 On the 19th inst, at her residence, Ingestre-street, Wellington, the wife of 
Mr Jeremiah Hurley, of a daughter, 
1873/38359 Hurley Margaret Ann Jeremiah 

1875/8012 Hurley Catherine Mary Anne Jeremiah 

1876/7697 Hurley Ann Mary Ann Jeremiah 

1877/7253 Hurley John Frances Ann Jeremiah 
 
There is no marriage recorded in BDM New Zealand so presumably married in Ireland.  
There is a death recorded in BDM for an Annie Hurley aged 27 in 1877 which may be the 
first wife 
8th May 1875 The Wellington Education Board notes  record That a second-class certificate 
to Mr. J. Hurley, who holds a second-class certificate from the Irish National Board, Mr 
Hurley was teaching at the Boulcott Street School. Note that the Wellington Education Board 
went as far North as Wanganui on the West Coast of the North Island. This changed in 1877 
when the country was divided into a number of Education Boards. 
5th August 1875  Wellington Education Board APPEAL CASE. Mr. Jeremiah Hurley having 
written appealing against the result of the recent examination, by which he was only placed in 
the second-class, and impugning the impartiality of the examiners, after some discussion, it 
was finally determined to refer the letters to the Inspector of Schools to report thereon. 
8th November 1875 Wellington Education Board A letter' was' received. ' from .Mir.'" 
Jeremiah Hurley accepting the temporary appointment offered .him, but protesting warmly 
against certain proceedings, by which he alleged that his salary would be reduced by £30 per 
annum and intimating his intention to' lay the matter before the ; Hon. Dr. Grace on that 
gentleman’s return to the colony. 
15th January 1876 Wellington Education Board he Secretary read a report from the Inspector, 
touching the appointment of teachers in certain schools.—Confirmed, With reference to the 
correspondence between Mr. Hurley and the Secretary, and in regard to which the Inspector 
had been requested to report, the following was submitted to the meeting:— Wellington, 
January 13, IS7G. Gentlemen, —At the request of your Board, I have gone through the 
correspondence between the Secretary and Mr. Hurley, in reference to a claim by the latter 
for payment of salary on an average attendance of seventy-five for the half-year ending 30 
June last. I find that Mr. Hurley has taken wrong data for making out his case. He has struck 
an average on eight out of nine months, including three months of the following half-year, 
but excluding the month of January (with the lowest average) altogether. His true average for 
the six months ending 30th June last —months on which all other teachers' averages have 
been struck —is about seventy. I am at a loss to know why Mr. Hurley should have thus 
attempted to make out a claim : and yet he has replied in unwarranted and intemperate 
language to the necessary representations of the Secretary, who has simply carried out the 
instructions of your Board. 



 I think Mr. Hurley's imputations in this correspondence, and his statements therein again 
repeated in reference to his failure at the last July examination of teachers, are reprehensible  
I may here also inform your Board, that at my last examination of Mr. Hurley's school, in 
every case investigated, the individual ages of the children had been returned from four to 
fourteen months under their actual ages. This would, of course, give the school a better cast. 
Mr. Hurley's explanation was, that he had made up his schedules a month or so before, 
expecting me then ; but as, at the earliest, such returns would be for the end of August, and 
the school was examined at the beginning of returns being made for end of October, two 
months at most can only thus be accounted for.—l am, &c. Robert Lee Inspector of Schools. 
Education Board, Wellington. 
1st August 1876 Wellington Education Board THE BOULCOTT-BTREET SCHOOL. A 
letter was received from Mr. Jeremiah Hurley, stating that in consequence of the termination 
of the arrangement with the Roman Catholic body, in reference to their two Wellington 
schools, he would be thrown out of employment, and asking the Board to provide him with 
temporary employment at his present salary. The Inspector explained that the Roman 
Catholics in taking back their schools had not taken back their masters but had imported new 
teachers (Christian Brothers) from Home. It was explained further that Mr. Hurley was in the 
Board's employ before the arrangement was entered into with the Roman Catholics, and that 
no appointment of equal value at present was vacant. The Inspector suggested that if a special 
exception were made to the usual rule in Mr. Hurley's case, he might be appointed assistant 
master at the Te Aro School. 
5th August 1876 DEATH. Hurley.— On" the 5th August, at Marjoribanks-street, -
Wellington, Daniel Joseph, son of Mr. Jeremiah Hurley, aged 5 years. 
27th August 1880 Hurley— Lynch.— On the 25th August 1880, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, Emerald Glen, Paikakariki, by the Rev. Father Yardin V.G., Jeremiah Hurley, 
of the Upper Butt, to Eva Teresa, the youngest daughter of Henry Lynch, Esq., 
9th February 1877 Inspector Lee’s report on schools included: Kaiwarra.—l found this school 
at the time of my visit in a most miserable condition owing to the utter incompetency of Miss 
Verdon, the late mistress. "Only 5 could pass Standard 1., and only 1 could pass Standard II. 
I' was 'sorry' to notice that Miss Verdon had excised from the log-book my adverse criticism 
of her .work made several months before her removal. Under-Mr. Hurley; the school may be 
expected to recover and do much better work next year- 
12th December 1877 Death: Hurley.— On the 11th December, at the Upper Hutt, John 
Francis, infant son of Jeremiah Hurley, aged 10 weeks. Mother registered under name of 
Ann. There was an Annie Hurley who died aged 27 in October 1877 and this would tie in 
with the death of the child  John Francis in December. I have found no death notice 
20th August 1887 J Hurley was a member of the Catholic Church in Upper Hutt 
27th November 1889 J Hurley resigns as Headmaster of Upper Hutt School 
3rd March 1890 Mr J Hurley was president of the Wellington Branch of the NZEI at  whose 
meeting he was not reelected as President  
27th May 1896 Appointed as a Justice of the Peace living in the Horowhenua 
25th September 1896 Appointed Register of Electors for the Otaki Electorate 
15th October 1899 Appointed Returning Office for Otaki Electorate and still held that 
position in 1908  



31st August 1903 THE METRIC SYSTEM. 
Mr Jeremiah. Hurley, Manukau, writes as follows:—The Weights and Measures Bill, just 
passed the House and now before the Council, has not. I think, received the attention it 
demands. I have watched the legislation of our Parliament' for the last thirty years, and I say 
unhesitatingly that no more important Bill has been before the House in that time. Sir Joseph 
Ward may be called "Three per cent. Ward” or “Penny Postage Ward” or “Penny a mile 
Ward,” but the unborn millions will……….The letter carries carries on promoting the 
decimal system 
15th January 1909 The engagement is. Announced of Miss Eva' Hurley, daughter of Mr. J. 
Hurley, "Avonmore," Manakau, to Mr. W. Perry, LL.B.,' of Wellington  
24th May 1909 Mr. J. Hurley, who has been returning office, for the electoral district of 
Otaki, is resigning his position. He has held the office since 1893, during which time he has 
faithfully carried out his duties.   
12th November 1909 The funeral, at Otaki, of the late Mrs. Charles P. Cotter, of Otaki, and 
formerly of Silverstream, was largely attended by friends and relatives from Wairarapa and 
the Hutt Valley, in addition to those from Manakau and Levin. The funeral service was 
conducted at the graveside by the Rev. Cecil Smith, and wreaths and messages of condolence 
were sent from long distances as a mark of respect for deceased, who for many years was a 
teacher at the Trentham School under Mr. J Hurley; who was also amongst those present 
yesterday. 
12th November 1910 The death is recorded of Mrs Perry, wife of Mr Perry, barrister and 
solicitor, of Wellington. Mrs Perry was a daughter of Mr J. Hurley, of Manakau, and was 
only married 12 months ago, being very popular throughout the whole Manakau district. 
4th November 1911 Hutt Valley Independent Old Boys and Girls (we dare not call THEM 
old !) of the Upper Hutt will be pleased to hear that Mrs. Lynch has a tender regard for the 
Hutt "Valley. She was a daughter of the schoolmaster who preceded Mr. Connell, viz. Mr. J. 
Hurley. Her Cead mille failthe to Valley folk is worth going .many miles to receive. With her 
and hers, E whiti ana te ra—kapai! 
21st September 1912 The new cheese factory recently erected at Te Horo was officially 
opened yesterday, when Mr. Jeremiah Hurley, as chairman, made the opening speech. 
10th July 1917 The unreserved clearing sale at kuku on Saturday, on behalf, of Mr Jeremiah 
Hurley, was well attended, despite frequent showers of rain. Stock, furniture, etc., sold 
readily, but many articles failed to reach their value, although other lines were eagerly sought 
after…….. Mr and Mrs Jeremiah Hurley and family were farewelled at Manakau on Friday 
night, when there was a large and representative  gathering. They will take up their residence 
m Wellington. 
4th September 1918 Mr and Mrs J. Hurley and family, late of Manakau, have taken up their 
residence in Wellington 
12th March 1920 The death occurred at her residence in Brougham-street, yesterday 
afternoon, of Mrs. J. Hurley, the only surviving daughter of the late Captain. Henry Lynch, 
one of the early settlers in the Hutt Valley. The deceased lady was highly respected, and news 
of her death will be received with deep regret by a large circle of friends in the Wellington 
and Manawatu districts. She is survived by her husband, five daughters, and one son, the Rev. 
Father Hurley, S.M. (of Timaru ). who arrived from the South this morning.  Father Hurley, 



until recently, was parish priest at St. Joseph's Church, Buckle-street. The interment, which is 
to be a private one, will take place to-morrow morning. 
16th May 1923 HURLEY.—On the 16th May 1823, at his residence, 151, Brougham street, 
Jeremiah Hurley, J.P., in his 79th year. R.1.P. Private interment. No flowers (by request). 
18th May 1923 MR JEREMIAH HURLEY. AGED 78 YEARS. The death occurred at 
Wellington on Wednesday of Mr Jeremiah Hurley who for some 25 years lived at Kuku, and 
who was for a number of years was returning Officer for the electoral district of Otaki. The 
late Mr Hurley, who was 78 years of age. had only been ill a few days. There are five 
daughters and one son (Father Dan, Hurley) to mourn their loss. Sister Agatha, of the Otaki 
Convent, is a daughter. The funeral took place to-day, while requiem mass was  celebrated at 
Buckle Street Church. 
29th September 1924 The Wellington Diocesan Catholic Orphanages have benefited to the 
extent of £100 by the will of the late Mr.- Jeremiah Hurley, who died in this city recently 
 
 
Mrs	Evans 1878 Then 1879 -1910 at Mangaroa See Mangaroa School 

N	Stevens 1878 Only Upper Hutt for One Year. Did not teach Gin for Wellington 
Education Board  

M	E	Jordan		In 1878 Mrs M E Jordan was sole teacher at Waitotara between Waverley and 
Wanganui for the Wanganui Education Board. She then came down to Wellington to teach at 
Upper Hutt in 1879  then taught at Newtown from 1883 to  1909 For some of those years had 
a Mrs attached to her name and for three years was Mary A  
1870/5562 Mary Emily Tyerman John Jordan 
 
15th October 1870 On the 10th inst., at St. John's Church, Putiki, by the Rev. Basil Taylor, 
Captain John Jordan, of Turakina, to Mary Emily, eldest daughter of P. F. Tyreman, Esq., 
surgeon, of Wanganui 
 
1871/19966 Jordan Emily Martha Mary Emily John 

1873/125 Jordan Rebecca Mary Tyerman Emily Mary John 

1878/16149 Jordan Christienne Kathleen Mary Emily John 
 
11th February 1905 The death is announced at the Wanganui Hospital, in his 70th year of his 
age, of Captain John Jordan, formerly adjutant of militia and volunteers for the Rangitikei 
district. He was formerly captain of the 70th regiment. 
17th December 1909 Yesterday Mrs M. E. Jordan, who has held the position' of infant 
mistress at Newtown District High School for the past twenty-three years, completed her 
term:- of service under the : Wellington Education Board. On behalf of the .scholars and-
teaching staff she was presented by Mr Wright, M.P., with a handbag and purse of 
sovereigns. 



16th September 1925 JORDAN.—On September 14, at her residence. Pirie Street, 
Wellington. Mary Emily Jordan; aged 77 years 
17th September 1925 The death- is announced of a very well-known and highly-respected 
lady, Mrs, M. E. Jordan,, who died on Monday last at Wellington, aged 77 years. Mrs. Jordan 
had lived in Wellington for over forty years, .rind was. a member of 'the teaching profession, 
having been under 'the Wanganui Education Board as Well as that of Wellington. Mrs." 
Jordan was headmistress of the Newtown "Infant School for over: thirty years, and-will be 
remembered and missed; by many old pupils as well as by. a large circle of friends, She had 
lived a very active life, and was one who showed many kindnesses. She leaves two 
daughters) Mrs. . M. E Radcliffe and Mrs. C. K. Masters, of, the Education Department, 
Auckland, -also three grandsons, ' two being the sons of Mrs. Radcliffe, . and one of Mrs. 
Masters. The funeral and cremation took place at Karori, the Rev. F. K. Fry, of St. Mark's. 
Church, officiating ". 
22nd September 1925: A much respected and well-known resident of Wellington, passed 
away on September 14, in the person of Mrs. M. E. Jordan, relict of the  late Captain John 
Jordan. Mrs. Jordan was connected with the  Wanganui and Wellington Education Boards for 
nearly- 40 years and resided in the latter city until the  time of her death. Two daughters, Mrs. 
Radcliffe, of Wellington, and Mrs. Masters, of the Education Department, Auckland, and two 
stepdaughters, Mrs. Tyerman and Miss F. P. Jordan, of Wanganui, are left to mourn their 
loss. 
 

Elizabeth		Barber 1879-1880 Only  taught at Upper Hutt 

Euphemia	Bowie 1879 Upper Hutt Te Aro 1880  

Thomas	Seaver	 1880. There seems to be only one Thomas Pelly Pockerage Seaver in 
New Zealand . He lectured his way around New Zealand and I guess was just filling 
in at Upper Hutt , One topic he lectured on was The air We Breathe 

Henrietta	 Boulcott 1881-1886  Henrietta Boulcott started teaching for the Wellington 
Education Board in 1880. Arriving at Upper Hutt and teaching there  until 1886. She then in 
1889 was at the Taita school until 1894. In 1895 she was at the Kilbirnie school in 
Wellington where she taught until at least the end of  1904. Henrietta is not listed as being  
born in New Zealand 
1927/1449 Boulcott Henrietta 68Y 
Henrietta is buried at the Taita Church cemetery but I can find no notice of her Death 
28th November 1883 Wellington Education Board The  Upper Hutt School Committee wrote 
stating that they had suspended Miss Henrietta Boulcott, mistress, for absenting herself from 
school duties for a month without leave. Miss Boulcott explained that she had been granted a 
week's leave of absence in the  first place on account of illness, and thon applied for an 
extension of leave for the  same cause, but she received no reply. She   now asked to be 
reinstated in her farmer position. The Board decided to lay this explanation before the  local 
committee 



23rd February 1892  Partially successful for Class E Teachers examination Henrietta Boulcott 
and in 1893 she passed the examination  
30th August 1894 Wellington Education Board It was decided that Henrietta Boulcott (Taita) 
and Janet Mitchell (Horokiwi) should be transferred to Wellington when the opportunity 
offered. 
2nd August 1895 Miss H. Boulcott asked for a refund other travelling expenses incurred to 
enable her to attend her school duties at the Taita. The consideration of the matter was held 
over till the next meeting of the Board. 
 

Annie	 Milne Annie Milne started teaching at Taita in 1877 and was there as a pupil 
Teacher until 1880, She was not teaching for the Wellington Education Board again until 
1883 when she started at Upper Hutt School and was there until 1885. In 1886 she taught at 
Petone School and did not teach again for the Wellington Education Board  
9th June 1877 Miss Annie Milne, Taita, has been pointed assistant in the Taita school 
appointment to date from 1st June 
10th August 1878 Third Year Pupil Teacher over 15 years of age included Annie Milne. And 
On the 12th August 1880 Annie Milne passed 5th year pupil teacher being over 17 years of 
age. In 1881 she passed her 5 year Pupil teacher examination over 18 years of age 
31st March 1882  Education Department Passed partial examination to Class E Annie Milne 
21st April 1883 Appointed assistant Mistress Upper Hutt School 
5th September 1888 Thompson—Milne,— At the Taita, on the 29th of August 1888, by the 
Rev J. K, Elliott, John Thompson to Annie Milne. 
 

Annie	Duncan 1886-1887  Annie Duncan started teaching in 1878 (When my records first 
start) at Tawa Flat School as a pupil teacher. In 1881 she was promoted to an assistant female 
role and was at Tawa Flat to 1883.  In 1886 and 1887 she was at Upper Hutt School. Then in 
1888 she moved to Carterton for a year before moving out to the Gladstone School where she 
was until at least the end of 1893. Annie then spent three years at the Wallaceville School and 
did not teach for the Wellington Education Board after 1907 as Annie Duncan 

1908/4583 Ann Duncan    James Gorrie 

 

Mabel	Evans  Started teaching at the Mt Cook  Infants  School in 1886 and in 1888 spent a 
year at Upper Hutt then taught for three years at Porirua School. All her teaching was as a 
Female Pupil Teacher. Mabel was the daughter of Mrs Elizabeth Evans who taught for such a 
long time at Mangaroa School 

Laura	Treadwell 1887-1892 In 1881 Laura Treadwell started at Mount Cook infants as a 
pupil teacher. Next year she was at Mt Cook Boys’ School  and the following year she was 
Sole Charge teacher at the Wallace {Later Wallaceville] School. She didn’t teach in 1884 and 
1885 and was appointed to Upper Hutt in 1887 and was there until 1892. In 1893 she was 



back at Mt Cook at the Girls’ school for one year. She did not teach for the Wellington 
Education Board again   
30th March 1893 Wellington Education Board Miss Laura Treadwell, of the Upper Hutt, 
applied to be transferred to Wellington, as otherwise she would have to resign. —The matter 
was ordered to stand over for the present. 
5th November 1897 Harverson— Treadwell.— On 15th September, at St. Mary Abbot's 
Church, Kensington, London, William Walter Harverson  , of Upper Clapton, London, to 
Laura Augusta Treadwell, of Wellington, 
11th January 1902 Mrs. Haverson, who was well known in Wellington a few years ago, 
when, she «as Miss Laura Treadwell, has returned from England, and proposes to reside here 
for a year or two. It will be remembered that, as Miss Treadwell, she was perhaps the "best 
stared at" lady in Wellington, owing to her pluck in being the first of her sex to venture out 
into the streets on a bicycle m this city. In England, too, Miss Treadwell, who was a keen 
cyclist, introduced the novelty of a "cyclists' wedding" — she and her husband, and wedding 
party, cycled to a pretty church in the suburb of London were married, and merrily cycled 
away again on their honeymoon tour. The experiment was a great success, and has been 
copied since by many other enthusiasts 
 

Bertha	C	Aldrich   

20th December 1888 Bertha Aldrich was passing exams at Waitaki Girls’ High School in 
Oamaru . She obtained a partial pass in 1893 in the Class E teacher’s examination. She was 
appointed to Upper Hutt  reported in the 13th July 1893  copy of the New Zealand Times. 
Started teaching for Wellington Education Board at Upper Hutt in 1893 and finished there in 
1900. She then taught one year at Kereru [Koputaroa School North of Shannon] School 
before spending three years at Wallaceville. 
17th July 1893 North Otago Times recorded We are glad to see from the Wellington papers 
that Miss Bertha Aldrich has been I appointed to the staff of the Hutt School Miss Aldrich 
was one of the successful students from the preparatory class conducted by Mr Rice at the 
South [Oamaru] School last year. 
22nd February 1898 Bertha Christina Aldridge  passed her Class D Examination 
1905/1693 Bertha Christina Aldrich Arthur James Seed 
15th February 1905 The quaint little Trentham Church was very prettily decorated on 
Wednesday for the marriage of Miss Aldrich. of the Upper Hutt, to Mr Arthur Seed, youngest 
son of the late Air W. Seed. Inspector of Customs for the colony. The Rev. P. Davys, of St. 
Peter’s, performed the ceremony. The bride wore a beautiful gown of white brocaded silk 
with lovely old lace flounces and carried a white shower bouquet. The four bridesmaids were 
Miss Milne, Miss Seed. Miss Brewer and a small bridesmaid —little Doris Wilkinson . They 
wore very pretty  costumes of green voile and pink hats and pink bouquets. Mr Percy Wall 
was best man. Mr and Mrs Aldrich held a reception at their pretty country house after the 
ceremony. 
1905/21076 Seed Dorothy Mary Aldrich Bertha Christina Arthur James 



1907/25533 Seed Marjorie Bertha Bertha Christina Arthur James 
 
1953/18636 Seed Bertha Christina 77Y 
 

Jane	Pearson														
Only taught for Wellington Education Board at Upper Hutt for the years 1890 to 1896 
inclusive she was always listed as a Female Pupil Teacher     
10th  May 1897 Cotter— Pearson.— On 20th April, at St. John's Church, Upper Hutt, by the 
Rev. P. L. Cameron, Charles Pierce, eldest son of the late Thomas Cotter, of Silverstream, to 
Hannah Jane, youngest daughter of the late Peter Pearson, of Trentham. 
10th November 1909 COTTER.— On the 10th November 1909, at her residence, Otaki, 
Hannah Jane, the dearly beloved wife of Charles P. Cotter, late of Silverstream and youngest 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. V. Pearson, of Trentham, aged 35 years; deeply regretted.      
1898/13292 Cotter Alice Hannah Jane Charles Pierce - 

1898/13293 Cotter Dorothy Hannah Jane Charles Pierce 
 

 
1899/6202 Cotter Mavis Hannah Jane Charles Pierce 

 
Mary	Williams 1889 Upper Hutt 1890 -1898 Thorndon all as a Pupil Teacher. From 1900-
1915 she taught at the Terrace and also called Terrace DHS in Wellington  Very difficult to 
follow as Mary Williams is a very common name. I know that she was definitely involved in 
school tennis management in Wellington and there was in the early 1900’s a Mary Williams 
playing in tennis tournaments around New Zealand and even playing in tournaments in 
Sydney  
 
Amy	 Evans  1897 Upper Hutt 1898 Rangitumau. Also Known as Hermione A Evans 
Rangitumau 1899 teaching with a Henrietta M Evans then at Kaitara followed by two years at 
Greytown all as a pupil teacher.  
1904/6969 Amy Hermione Evans Alfred Ernest Bayliss 

 
1905/4092 Bayliss Arthur Geoffrey Amy Alfred Ernest 

1908/6720 Bayliss Kenneth Howard Amy Hermoine Alfred Ernest 

1913/28565 Bayliss Trevor James Amy Hermoine Alfred Ernest 

 
1948/17889 Bayliss Hermione Amy 67Y 

 
19th February 1900 Dreyerton Notes [Dreyerton was the original name of Kopuaranga 
Between Opaki and Mauriceville] Quite a feature of the programme was the singing of" The 
Absent-minded Beggar," by Miss Amy Evans, of Rangitumau, which appealed to the 
patriotism of those present in a practical manner, coins largo and small to the value of £l 5s 



being showered on the stage in response to the appeal" Pay, pay, pay!" Miss Evans was 
loudly applauded at the conclusion of her successful appeal to the patriotism of the audience. 
Considering the fact that the audience was not a large one, the result was highly satisfactory, 
and will doubtless prayed a welcome addition to the patriotic fund. After the concert a dance 
was held, and with a first-class floor, good music, and an abundance of refreshments, was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
 
Ellen	Paul  1897- 1902 Upper Hutt 1903-1904. Makomako Sole Charge 1905-1917 Upper 
Hutt. After her marriage Ellen Woodhead lived in the Waimate area of the South Island. 
George served in the army during World War 1 and the presumption is they met through the 
Trentham Army Camp 
 
1918/1360 Ellen Paul George John Blanchard Woodhead 

 
1964/41104 Woodhead Ellen 83Y 

 
 
Lily	James	[Louisa	Lillian] Lily Upper Hutt 1898-1900:  Louisa Lilian 1901-1904 
 
1905/5337 Louisa Lillian James George Philip Fellows Aldons 

 
1908/6772 Aldons George Jan Louisa Lillian George 

 
1906/19769 Aldous Lillian Joyce Lillian George 

1913/20343 Aldous Ivelle Beryl Louisa Lillian George Philip Fellows 

1916/14227 Aldous Dudley James Louisa Lillian George 

 
1936/14415 Aldous George Philip Fellows 59Y 

1961/22765 Aldous Louisa Lillian 79Y 

 
Only 1 person is registered with the spelling  of Aldons is registered to have died in New 
Zealand  The spelling had been referenced to Aldous  
22nd June 1905 Mr. G Aldous, son of the late Mr. George Aldous, of Wellington, was 
married at the Terrace Congregational Church yesterday to Miss L. L. James, 
daughter of Mr. J. James of the Taita. The ceremony was performed by the   Rev. J. 
R. Glasson. The bride who was attended by the  Misses James, Aldous (2), and 
Connell. Mr. V. Oswin acted as best man and Mr. W. Buck was groomsman. A 
reception was held at Mawson's Rooms, Cuba-street* Amongst the  wedding gifts 
was a presentation from the children of the Upper Hutt  School, at which the bride 
was for some time a teacher. 
 
 



 
Amelia A Cook 1889-1895 Terrace  1886 Mount Cook Infants  1887-1888 Terrace 1896-
1901 Wadestown 1902-1905 Upper Hutt  1906-1915 Kaiwarra  
 
 
Janet	M	Haldane  also called	Minnie	Haldane  

1906 Upper Hutt/Side Sc. Haldane Janet 
1907 Upper Hutt/Side Sc. Haldane Janet 
1908 Upper Hutt/Side Sc. Haldane Janet 
1911 Dalefield Haldane Minnie 
1912 Dalefield Haldane Janet M 
1913 Dalefield Haldane Janet M 
1914 Petone West Haldane Janet M 
1915 Petone West/Side School Haldane Janet M 
1917 Petone West/Side School Haldane Minnie 
1919 Petone West/Side School Haldane Minnie 
1921 Petone West/Side School Haldane Minnie 
1923 Petone West/Side School Haldane Minnie 

 
1909 and 1910 Janet entered Victoria College [Victoria University] in 1909 and was there in 
1910 . Also referenced to her time at Victoria was that she became Mrs H McNeil 
20th February 1910 Janet Minnie Haldane of Nelson passed her D Examination  
On the electoral rolls only appears to be registered once under Minnie and that was when she 
was at Dalefield and never as Janet 
1926/10156 Minnie Haldane Hector MacNeill 

I can no further reference to the MacNeil’s in New Zealand  
 
Harriett A Cooper   1894 Mount Cook infants’ 1895-1900 Petone as pupil teacher. 1901 
Upper Hutt as assistant teacher 
1902/4117 Harriet Ada Cooper George Cook 

Registered always as being in the Hutt Electorate 
1905/18581 Cook Weymouth Keith Harriet Ada George 

Emily M Cooper  1890 Mount Cook Infants. 1892-1898 Mt Cook Boys’ all as Pupil Teacher. 
1899 to 1901 at Newtown. 1906-1908 Upper Hutt. 1909-1910 Plimmerton. 1911-1913 Island 
Bay 1914-1919 South Wellington. 
 
Winifred E Brown 1900-1904 Pupil Teacher at Pahiatua. 1905-1906 Te Horo, 1907-1921 
Upper Hutt . 1923 Lansdowne school in Masterton [1923 is when my records cease] 
 
5th May 1928 Miss W. E. Brown, who has been on the teaching staff of the 
Lansdowne School for about six years, was yesterday afternoon farewelled, prior to 
her departure to take up duties as head infant mistress at the Waiwhetu School. The 
pupils of the school gathered in the assembly hall for the occasion. On behalf of the 



school committee, the chairman, Mr. D. A. Pickering presented Miss Brown with a 
fountain pen, the headmaster (Mr J. Noble) also made presentations from the staff, 
of a handsome mirror and brush, and from the pupils, of a leather handbag and a 
handsome afternoon tea set. Several musical items were rendered by the children. 
 

Mabel	H	Sicely		
From 1894 to 1908 Mabel H Sicely taught at Mangatainoka School, North of Pahiatua where 
the Brewery was from 1894 to 1908. First as a pupil teacher and from 1903 as an assistant. 
She taught at Upper Hutt in 1909 and 1910 and did not teach again for the Wellington 
Education Board  
In 1911 Mabel  married James Kemp  
1911/2725 Mabel Henrietta Sicely James Kemp 
KEMP-SICELY.-On April 26th, at St. Stephen's, Marton, by the Rev. V. H. Kitcat, Mabel, 
Henrietta, eldest daughter of Mr, J. F. Sicely, Marton, to Mr. James Kemp, of Upper Hutt. 
1917/27172 Kemp John Baynton Mabel Henrietta James 

1919/15696 Kemp Nancy Baynton Mabel Henrietta James 
 
1941/24994 Kemp Mabel Henrietta 64Y 
 

John	Rogers	
John Rogers taught from 1910 to 1915 at Upper Hutt. He did not teach for Wellington 
Education Board again 
 

Doris	K	Printzen	
1907 1908 Doris taught at Petone in 1907-1908 and then at Upper Hutt from 1911 to at least 
1915. I presume that in 1910 and 1911 Doris was at Wellington Training College 
1916/1506 Doris Karla Printzen William Richard Douglas 
 
1916/29809 Davies Jack Doris NR - 

1917/17231 Douglas Ronald Ferguson Doris Karla William Richard - 

1918/23989 Douglas Doris Adrienne Doris Karla William Richard 
 

This what comes up with a search for Doris Douglas on BDM 
12th August 1916 Miss Printzen, .of Petone (one of the infants-class teachers at Upper Hutt 
school) was married on Tuesday last, to Sergt Douglas of the Trentham-camp staff. 
1971/32188 Douglas Doris Karla 81Y 

Doris was also very involved in playing tennis to a high level 
 


