
Te Ore Ore Native: 1879-1889 Native School: James Sillars 

at this school in difficult circumstances held at the Te Ore Ore Pa. 

Not to be confused with Te Ore Ore School run by Wellington 

Education Board  

This school was a native school run by the Department of Education 

and not by the Wellington Education Board 

The work in the font of Times New Roman is inspectors reports 

published in A to J to parliament 

The work in Tempus Sans font is material researched at Auckland 

Archives where all native School records are held 

Full list of pupils held at Archives Auckland  

 

1881 
The Natives of Te Ore Ore, near Masterton, have established a 

school in their kainga. A subsidy is now paid to the teacher, and 

something has been done in the way of providing better 

accommodation for the children than is afforded by a small low 

whare, without floor, forms, desks, or material. The Natives here are 

very industrious and orderly. If the experiment that is now being 

made be successful, permanent buildings should undoubtedly be 

erected. 

24th December Letter from Mr. Carew T Elers 

At the request of the Maoris and at my own wish I take the liberty 

of writing to you asking you to assist me in teaching the Maoris 

For the past three months I have frequently been amongst and 

the last five weeks I have instructed them; the Maoris young and 

old seem anxious to obtain an education 

For me I should like to obtain books and other necessary things 

to impart to the Maori a sound education 

I was educated at Christ’s Hospital London during the time I was 

there. I received a sound education in Reading, writing and 

arithmetic 

With your assistance and at your desire that I should occupy the 

post of schoolmaster. I will exert myself to the utmost to execute 

your good wishes 

Named Mr. Hislop to whom the letter was written 

29th December report from Mr. Hislop included 

a) On Friday 23rd I visited the Maori Settlement at Te Ore 

Ore 

b) Fully 3 miles from Masterton’s new public school 

c) Mr. G Beetham M H R accompanied me 

d) We ascertained that a school had been opened by a young 

man Carew T Elers 



e) We found the teacher and 24 scholars at work in a weather 

boarded whare. Light was admitted only by the open door 

and an opening in the side wall 

f) The earthen floor was covered by clean matting 

g) About 2/3 of the number were seated on rude benches 

The others were squatted on the floor 

h) There were no reading books or writing desks the only 

appliances being a black board and slates by means of 

which the children were being taught to write and do 

figures 

i) A considerable number of them were able to work simple 

addition and subtraction exercises with some amount of 

accuracy and also easy terms in compound multiplication 

j) The children  manifested very great eagerness to learn 

k) As far as I could judge an average attendance of from 25 

to 45 scholars ought to be maintained if sufficient 

accommodation were provided 

l) Mr. Elers has evidently obtained the confidence and good 

will of the natives and to all appearances is likely to prove a 

successful teacher 

m) He is the son of an English Barrister and has been in the 

colony about 2 years 

n) Having tried farming without success he went to the 

Wairarapa about 5 months ago to engage in rabbit 

hunting 

o) The natives have given him  a small residence to himself 

p) The natives are somewhat civilised, they own  a good area 

of good land which they farm, the rest is leased to 

Europeans 

q) I enclose a letter from Ratima Waaka offering the use of 

his buildings for two years on the condition the 

government fit it up for  a school 

I recommend 

r) That a small supply of elementary reading books be 

provided and wall cards be furnished at once 

s) That Mr. King, County engineer of works be asked to 

examine the property offered 

t) That the teacher be offered by way of a subsidy an 

allowance of say £60 a year  as long as the school proves 

satisfactory 

u) I should not advise this be a full native school unless the 

attendance is kept up. 

1882 
The people of Te Ore Ore, near Masterton, are asking for school 

buildings; they offer a good site, and have shown, by keeping up a 

good attendance at their subsidized school, that a properly equipped 

School at Te Ore Ore would be successful. Their present school 

building—-a mere makeshift—has served its purpose, and there is 

no reason that I know of why these Wairarapa Natives should not 



get a school. The Papawai people will probably do as their 

neighbours have done—offer a site, and ask for school buildings. 

The runanga-house, now used as a schoolroom, is much better suited 

for school purposes than the building at Te Ore Ore ; but it, too, can 

be considered only as a makeshift. Temporary arrangements like 

those adopted at these two places have one very important 

drawback; it is quite impossible to get thoroughly suitable teachers 

to remain at schools where there is no decent residence, where the 

school work has to be carried on under very great disadvantages, and 

where the remuneration for the work done (a small subsidy, 

supposed to be supplemented by the Natives) is necessarily low, and 

the portion of it that has to be collected locally is generally a " 

vanishing quantity." 

Wairarapa.—The schools in this district are managed in the same 

way as those in the South Island. Te Ore Ore has suffered to some 

extent through a change of masters, and from the thorough 

unsuitability of the building used as a schoolroom. The examination 

results were only moderate; this, however, will be a good school 

eventually.. 

2nd February Letter from John King County Engineer 

a) The building is 24 foot long by 20’ 6 inches wider 

b) It has fireplaces and is divided into two apartments. The 

larger room would be used a schoolroom and the other 

might be fitted up for the master 

c) The ceiling of the schoolroom would be only 7 foot high 

but it could easily be ventilated 

14th February 1882 A memorandum of understanding was 

signed between Ratima Waaka and the Minister of 

Education to refit the school 

17th February John Hislop visits the school and finds it very 

satisfactory 

8th March 1882 Letter from John King to Mr. Hislop 

includes. The teacher at Te Ore Ore has informed me that 

the natives decline to undertake the work necessary to put 

the building in order 

We therefore asked Mr. Alexander to provide all the 

requisite materials and perform the works in according to 

your specifications 

14th March A report from Mr. Pope Inspector included 

a) 25 children present 

b) I find the master has done a considerable amount of 

useful work,  

c) Something has been done in reading and spelling while  

a fair number have learnt to write on slates 

d) The Master Mr. Elers appears to be an energetic young 

man but it is impossible to say at present how far he is 

acquainted with  the principles and practices of 

teaching 

e) The Whare in which the school is held is unsuitable for 

school purposes as it could possibly be. It is low, dark 

and dirty as well as too small 



f) There are neither desks or seats in it 

g) I was disappointed to find that nothing has been done 

to place matters on a better footing 

h) Mr. King has done nothing to get the repairs effected 

i) If Mr. King cannot or will not attend to the business 

someone else should be asked to undertake it 

10th March Letter from Mr. Elers who had not opened the 

register by 13th February as he was waiting for the new 

school. Mr. Hislop told him to start register. 

27th April Letter from Mr. Elers asking for forms and desks 

and cupboard for books. 

The repairs have been done but not as Mr. Hislop and Mr. 

Pope desired them to be done 

18th July Inspectors report included 

a) Roll 27 

b) Log Book None 

c) The master’s sleeping room requires to be lined if one 

or two additional board were provided there would be 

enough material for the work 

d) ‘The roof leaks badly near the chimney 

e) Garden None 

f) Playground sufficient 

g) The children were worked in one class. There was no 

timetable 

h) Method: Very imperfect I could not see that the 

teacher had learnt much from my previous visits. I gave  

a lesson in reading 

i) Singing, Drawing, Drill None 

j) I recommend the examination schedule  be failed and 

that it not be used for statistical purposes 

7th September Letter from Mr. Elers Whether the amount of 

money from the government is all he gets or is his salary to be 

subsidised by natives. 

J Sillars applies for job References from Rev D Pirret Glasgow 1875 

National Bank of Scotland 1875 Mr. Neilson Timekeeper Crofton 

Section Wellington Railway 1880 

5th March 1882 Letter from Mr. Sillars applying 

a) Age 26 

b) I have never as yet had any experience in teaching worth 

mentioning 

16th November letter from Mr. Sillars I have seen Mr. Elers also 

the natives of Te Ore Ore  

I have arranged everything satisfactorily although Mr. Elers 

gives me very little hope of receiving recommendation from 

the Maoris however I wish to give it a trial 

As Mr. Elers had already left the natives were very anxious I 

should start tomorrow 

16th December Letter from James Sillars to Education 

Department including 



a) I request a clock as at present I do not have a watch and 

cannot afford one.  It seems from what I can gather from 

the natives that unpunctuality in Mr. Elers the  late school 

teacher was their principal fault against him 

24th December Letter from Mr. Sillars. Owing to a request made 

by Mr. Beetham M H R not to close the school until he was able 

to hold an examination and institute a few prizes. I kept it open a 

week longer than state schools 

1883 
. The negotiations with regard to school sites at Te Ore Ore and 

Papawai, in the Wairarapa District, have 'not yet come to an end. 

Persons that have never had anything to do with acquiring land from 

Native joint-owners can have little idea of the troubles and 

difficulties that have to be-surmounted before such a presumably 

simple matter as the acquisition of a title to a school site of two or 

three acres can be accomplished, unless indeed the land is held 

entirely by the old Native tenure — then the thing is simple enough. 

There are two schools in this district. The business done elsewhere 

by District Superintendents is here managed by the central office. 

Te Oreore.— Sixteen children were present at inspection. Great 

improvement in every respect had taken place at this school. The 

master had had little or no previous experience when he took charge, 

but he has made good progress in mastering the details of his work, 

and is likely to become a very good teacher It is hoped that before 

next inspection the school will be more suitably housed. 

8th January 1883 Letter from Mr. Sillars. Don’t think it would be 

advisable to reopen the school as I believe most of the pupils will 

have to assist in the field in harvest time. 

The remainder of the natives will return from shearing this week 

so and most of them could be pressed if you decide it roper to 

reopen 

11th May 1883 Inspectors Report included 

a) Attendance 28 

b) Nothing more should be done to the present building it 

has long been very makeshift 

c) I understand the natives have offered a proper site 

d) Garden None. Playground None 

e) The school is worked in two classes 

f) The children  behave well and show a fair amount of 

interest in their work 

g) The methods are very old fashioned and in many ways 

unsatisfactory 

h) The school was very much crowded at the examination  

i) Mr. Sillars appears to be industrious but to know little 

about the art of teaching. I was sorry that I did not have 

the time to give him the amount of time needed 

17th May 1883 The Native parliament of Te Ore Ore near 

Masterton Wairarapa have offered a school site of two acres 

16th July 1883 Letter from Mr. Sillars to Mr. Hislop 



a) The school site chosen by Mr. Beetham and Natives is 

situated Parcel No 1 Te Ore Ore/ 39 acres 0Roods and 1 

purchase belonging to Wi Tiniatura to Kuwa and others 

b) The proposed site is in allotment No 2 and belonging to 

Waatu Paraone from whom the natives most concerned in 

the erection of  a school are buying it 

Then followed difficulty for Government to get title to land 

December 1883 inspection included 

a) Roll 20 

b) There has been considerable improvement in buildings 

c) When I visit Papawai I should see if the furniture of this 

school can be utilised there if this school closes 

d) Playground Sufficient’ gardens None 

e) Discipline much improved 

f) Old fashioned methods but not ineffective 

g) Singing Given up because the children took no interest in 

it 

h) Drawing Some progress here Mr. Sillars has artistic talent 

i) Drill As in singing 

j) I am  sorry to say this school will have to be closed for a 

time any rate.; The reasons are this 

1) The Maoris who made arrangements for giving a site 

remains stuck- He will not give it unless the others 

give him £100 

2) Ratima who owns the present building wants it back 

3) It appears there are difficulty of getting another site 

4) The Maoris have decided the school should be 

discontinued 

11th December Closing of school authorised 

28th December Mr. Sillars write that the Maoris are now ready to 

sign the deeds of conveyance. They have given Wate Paraone 2 

acres at another site 

1884 
There is no District Superintendent for these schools. They are 

nearly all within easy reach of the central office, and the 

Superintendent's work is carried on there. 

Te Oreore.—A difficulty exists here also. The Natives appear to be 

willing enough to give a site for a proper building, but the legal 

difficulties in the way seem to be insuperable. The building used as 

a schoolroom is thoroughly unsuitable, and now that the Natives live 

in the teacher's former quarters, and use the schoolroom as an eating, 

sleeping, and dancing room, the arrangements are more 

unsatisfactory than ever. At my previous visit I found the 

schoolroom, furniture, and material in some sort of decent order; but 

now everything is "at sixes and sevens." It is to be hoped that it will 

in some way be found possible to have a decent building and a 

properly organized school here, seeing that there is no reason to 

doubt that under fairly favourable circumstances a very good 

attendance could be maintained at Te Ore Ore. 



28th August 1884 Mr. Sillars still asking about  a site as Mr. Ratima 

requires the room I live  in and I have had procure a room in 

Masterton at the rate of 15/- per month It having no fireplace in 

it. I get to use the kitchen fire for cooking I tried to get a room in 

Te Ore Ore and so save the walk out from Masterton But I could 

not do so unless I chose to become a Pakeha Maori and opt their 

customs sleeping and feeding with them 

I hope the Department can grant me a sum to cover this 

additional expense, as my salary is small enough for procuring 

food and clothing without paying for rent 

1st October 1884 Owing to the loss of Attendance registers which 

some of the natives took while they were having a dance in the 

school I am unable to fill up the registers 

2nd April 1884 Inspectors report included 

a) There is no legally elected School Committee 

b) Attendance  19 

c) No of children in the district 35. On Roll 25 

d) As the teacher has no control over the buildings he can 

hardly be considered responsible for the want of 

cleanliness, tidiness which is considerable 

e) The buildings are thoroughly unsuitable 

f) Now that the natives now live in the  teacher’s former 

quarters and make use of the school room as an eating, 

sleeping and dancing room The arrangements are more 

unsatisfactory  than ever 

g) It will be hoped that soon there be a properly organised 

school here 

h) The pupils have plenty of space to play in in but of course 

there is neither garden nor regular school playground 

i) Punishment. Standing Out, Corporal punishment 

occasionally, detention 

j) Time table destroyed at a dancing party 

k) The  boys call the master by his Christian name (Maori 

fashion) but they work fairly indeed 

3rd November recommend 12 pound a year in lieu of 

accommodation  

30th October Letter from Mr. Sillars to Mr. Pope included) 

Only 8 on roll 

a) The apathy of the of the adult natives and the fact that the 

population has decreased considerably 

b) I would like employment when the school closes 

c) 23rd December Inspectors report  

d) A) School to be closed 

e) It would hardly be possible to keep any fixtures on the 

wall. Re timetable 

f) The natives with one or two exceptions are thoroughly 

apathetic 

g) I am sorry to say there is not likely to be an opportunity 

of giving Mr. Sillars a really fair chance 

h) I think if he had one he wold make good use of it 



i) As it is I think his services should be dispensed with and 

that he should receive three months salary in lieu of  

notice 

 
Te Oreore.—The school accommodation here is altogether 

insufficient, and about all that can be said in favour of the school is 

that the Maori children are much better off than they would be with 

no school at all. 

1886 
Wairarapa.—District Superintendent, Mr. S. Von Sturmer, S M. 

Te Ore Ore.—It is to be regretted that, through the want of a title to 

the site, this school cannot be put on a satisfactory basis. There is 

scope for a great deal of good work among the Natives of the 

district. 

1887 
Wairarapa. —District Superintendent, Mr. S. Von Sturmer, S M. 

Te Oreore.—As soon as a site can be obtained some kind of suitable 

school building should be provided; the present arrangements are 

simply intolerable: they have been sufficiently described in previous 

reports. The teacher lacks neither industry nor perseverance, but he  

has never had a chance, much less a fair chance, at Te Oreore. 

 

1888 
More suitable accommodation is still urgently needed at Te Oreore. 

Te Oreore.—There seems reason to anticipate an improvement in 

the attendance. No real good will be done, however, until a building 

more suitable than the one now in use is provided 

1889 
2nd January 1889 letter from Mr. Pope Inspector I visited Mr. 

Sillars in Hospital on Saturday He is suffering from Rheumatics  

I learn from Mr. Sillars that that the condition and the 

prospects of the school are very poor 

If some small school could be found for him on his recovery 

he would with the experience that he has gained at Te ore 

achieve well in it. And I should be pleased to see him better 

placed 

4th February 1889 Long letter from Mr. Sillars apologising for 

leaving so quickly  

With regard to the attendance during the last quarter the 

attendance was  low as the natives were attending Land Court 

at Papawai that under the necessity of leaving the land court 

in Greytown 

This year there are 14 on the roll 

There was a certain amount of equipment at the school most 

of which has suffered at the hands of the natives, especially the 

slates 



 

Te Oreore.—This school has now been closed; the attendance was 

insufficient to warrant its being kept open; also, the results obtained 

at examination were inappreciable. 

Mr Sillars stayed in Masterton running a confectionary shop and 

selling poultry. He did not appear to be married.  

 

1882 17 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 
 

£60  Native School  Subsidised 
  1883 21 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 

 
£60  Native School  

    1884 18 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 
 

£60  Native School  
    1885 

 
Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 

 
£60  Native School  Subsidised  

  

1886 16 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 
 

£60  Native School  
Subsidised Allowance for house 12 
pound 

1887 14 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 
 

£60  Native School  
Subsidised Allowance for house 12 
pound 

1888 11 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 
 

£60  Native School  Subsidised  
  1889 3 Te Ore Ore Sillars J Male 

 
£60  Native School  

    

1890 
 

Te Ore Ore 
School closed 
March Quarter 

   

 Native School  
     


