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31st December 1895 The Wellington Education Board call for tenders for the erection of a 
school in Rintoul street Newtown. 

1896	
1896 287 Rintoul  Street Flux George   Head Master  £345.00  
1896 287 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander   Assistant Master  £150.00  
1896 287 Rintoul  Street Kenny Ida   Assistant Female  £80.00  
1896 287 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella   Assistant Female  £80.00  
1896 287 Rintoul  Street Hutchen May   Female Pupil Teacher  £39.00  
1896 287 Rintoul  Street Riddick Nellie   Female Pupil Teacher  £39.00  
1896 287 Rintoul  Street Wiltshire Helen   Female Pupil Teacher  £34.00  

George Flux started teaching in 1884 for the Wellington Education Board  at Judgeford as a 
sole charge teacher. From 1885 to 1888 he moved up the road to Pahautanui. Next he was at 
Clareville North of Carterton where the Showground is from 1889 to 1890. From 1891 to 1895 
he was Headmaster at Greytown. Then he was first Headmaster at Rintoul Street School/ South 
Wellington until he finished around 1915 
Travelled out from England in 1884 arriving 6th June with wife and 1 child. Retired August 
1916 
26th July 1917 Mr. G. Flux, who recently retired on superannuation from the headmastership 
of the Wellington South School, has accepted an office appointment in the Education Board at 
a salary of £3 per week. The appointment will not affect his' superannuation. 
5th October 1932 Very general regret, especially by ex-pupils, will be expressed at the. death] 
of Mr. George Flux, headmaster of the Wellington. South School for 2O years which took place 
at Te Kuiti this morning. Mr. Flux, who was in his 82nd year, was born at the Isle of Wight, 
and educated at Winchester coming to New Zealand in 1884. ..Entering the teaching profession 
he held the position of headmaster successively; at the Judgeford, Pahautanui, Clareville, 
Greytown, and South Wellington. Schools. A man of sterling character and fine example he 
was well beloved by his staff and ex-pupils, and there are. many who will long remember him 
with esteem and respect. Besides being a prominent educationist he was a well-known church 
worker, being especially, identified with St. Thomas', Newtown. He is survived by his widow, 
two sons, and six daughters, the family comprising Mr. Arthur Flux (Te Kuiti), Mr. Harold 
Flux (Wellington), Mrs. J. Bacon (Auckland), Mrs. Mason (Nelson), Mesdames F. Symon, W 
R. Rainey, and W. G. Fisher, and Miss Flux (Wellington). The funeral will take place at Te 
Kuiti to-morrow. 
1888/13790 Flux Mary Lexie Mary George -  



1891/4869 Flux Gwendolyn Mary Mary Ann George -  

1892/10429 Flux Doris Nellie Mary Ann George -  

1896/2609 Flux Arthur Llewellyn Mary Ann George -  

1898/15307 Flux Frances Marjorie Mary Ann George -  

1902/2989 Flux Elon Catherine Mary Ann George -  

1904/7694 Flux Harold George Mary Ann George   

 
Alexander McKenzie was a pupil teacher ay Masterton 1885 to 1889. Wasn’t teaching for 
Wellington Education Board  1896 to 1903. Then was at Rintoul Street/ South Wellington 1896 
to 1914. 1915 and 1917 he was headmaster at Karori and from 1919 to at Least 1923 was Head 
of the Te Aro Schools 
Ida Kenny was a pupil teacher at Vogeltown from 1890 to 1892 and then as an assistant from 
1893 to 1895. She was then at Rintoul Street from 1896 to 1901. 
1902/1578 Ida Grace Kenny Alexander McKenzie 
It appears that the above teachers married  
1903/22715 McKenzie Brian Alexander Ida Grace Alexander - 

1905/19674 McKenzie Monica Beatrice Ida Grace Alexander - 
 
1909/4548 McKenzie Enid Ida Ida Grace Alexander 
 
Ella Reith started her career with the Wellington Education Board as an assistant at 
Wadestown  in 1892 to 1895. She was then at Rintoul Street from 1896 until 1903 
1904/3791 Ella Reith William Walter Rowntree 
 
May Hutchen only worked as a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board 1893 to 
1895 at Te Aro Infants’ and 1896 at Rintoul Street 
Nellie  Riddick was  also only a Pupil Teacher for the Wellington Education Board 1892  to 
1895 at Featherston and 1896 at Newtown  
Helen Wiltshire was a pupil teacher Mount Cook Infants in 1895 and Rintoul Street 1896 to 
1898, Helen didn’t teach for Wellington Education Board again till 1902 when she was sole 
teacher at Bideford. 
6th January 1896 TENDERS for the Erection of a-School in Rintoul street, Newtown, will be 
received at this office up to the 13th day of January next. Plans and specifications at my office. 
THOS. TURNBULL, Architect  
14th January 1896 Flux.— On the 13th January at the Schoolhouse, Greytown, the wife of 
Geo. Flux, of a son 



13th January 1896 THE time for receiving Tenders for the Erection of the new School 
at Rintoul street is extended to Saturday)' the 18th .January, 1896. THOS. TURNBULL, 3 
Architect.  
7th February 1896 he Education Board received the following tenders lor the erection of the 
new school at Newtown, to face Rintoul street, almost opposite the Athletic Park Ground :  The 
following were the tenders received for the erection of the new school in Rintoul. street : —A. 
J. Rand, £1595 15s Sohool, £11 gates, and £5 15s per chain fencing (accepted) ; Blick  & Potter. 
£1576, £18, £7 j R. Spurway, £1629, £12, £7 ; A. Whiteford, £1674, £5 3s (fencing) ; A. 
Seamer, £1715, £6 5s, £7 10s; J. & A. Wilson, £1772, £8 10s, £7 ; J. Russell, £1783, £15, £6 
10s ; D. McLean, £1796, £17. £8 10s ; C. Bishop, £1890, £10. £7 ; J. Bronsden, £1909, £20, 
£8 ; Clark & Thompson, £1919. £7, £6 10s ; J. Edwards, £1925, £13, £7 ; W. G. Emery, £2011 
(Sohool, gates, and fencing). 
12th June 1896 Wellington Education Board: APPLICATIONS for the following appointments 
will be received at ibis office up io THURSDAY,. The 16th inst. 
Headmaster, Rintoul street School; probable attendance 300. Salary, £345.  
Assistant Master, Rintoul street School.. Salary, .£150. 
19th June 1896 The Education Beard has received the following  applications : —
Headmaster, Rintoul street, 10 ; assistant, Rintoul street, 13; 
29th June 1896 Mr. George Flux, who has been in charge of the Greytown School for several 
years, has been selected by the Board of Education for the position of headmaster of the new 
school at Berhampore.' The Board has also decided to offer Mr. McKenzie (Mr. Flux's first 
assistant at Greytown) the position of assistant in the 'new school. The appointments are 
subject' to ratification by the Newtown School Committee.  
30th June 1896 The Newtown School Committee has approved of the Education Board's 
selection of Mr. G. Flux and Mr. A, McKenzie, both of Greytown, to the positions of head-
master and first assistant teacher respectively at the new school at Berhampore. As soon as the 
attendance has reached 300, the staff will consist of Messrs. Flux, McKenzie Haslam, Reith, 
Kenny, Wiltshire, and Riddick. The school is to be opened on the 20th July 
2nd July 1896  Messrs Keith and Kenny (assistants) and Misses Wiltshire and Reddick and 
Master Haslam (pupil teachers) will be the junior teachers al the now Rintoul street School. 
9th July 1896 The new school in Rintoul street, which is capable of accommodating about 300 
children, lias been completed and will be opened after the midwinter vacation now on. Mr A. 
J. Rand, of Newtown, was the builder, and the sub-contractors were Messrs J. Nicol (plumbing) 
and Hicks and Bridge (painting). The architect was Mr Turnbull.  
10th July 1896   In conjunction with this meeting farewell was taken of Mr. George Flux, who 
leaves the town to take charge of the new day-school at Newtown. By the choir he was 
presented with a hymn-book, by the Sunday-school scholars with a handsome pipe, and by the 
parishioners with a testimonial. His sister-in-law, Miss Bacon, who also leaves, was presented 
by the choir with a hymn book. Mrs. Knell, the organist, was also the recipient of a handsome 
present. 
21st July 1896 Yesterday was marked as a red-letter day to Newtown by the opening of the 
new public school in Rintoul-street. About 2 o'clock the residents of the suburbs and their 
apparently innumerable flock of youngsters gathered at the new building. In one of the 
corridors a luncheon had been set out, and at this the visitors were accommodated. The chair 



was occupied by Mr. Alex. Wilson, Chairman of the Newtown School Committee, and there 
were present — Mr. J. R. Blair, Chairman of the Education Board, Messrs. J. Robertson, F. 
Bradey, and Dr. Newman, M.H.R., members of the Education Board, Messrs. Flux and Mr. 
McKenzie, first and second masters of the new school, Mr. Hulke and members of the 
Newtown School staff, Mr. T. R. Fleming, School Inspector, and others. Apologies were 
received from Mr. Young, Rev. J. Paterson (members of the Education Board), and Mr. 
Turnbull, architect.  
The Chairman expressed his gratification at the opening of the school, and at his request Mr. 
Blair declared the school formally opened. This, Mr. Blair said, was the first opportunity within 
this district that the Board had had of acquiring a proper space of land (about four acres) and a 
good site for a school, and in this respect the Rintoul-street School would be, he hoped, a model 
teaching institution. "With the great energy of Mr. Wilson and the Committee, he thought 
that.in time the school would be the finest in the city. While saying this, he paid a high 
compliment to the conduct of the Newtown School. Mr. Blair then handed the keys of the 
school to the head master.  
Dr. Newman believed that in this rapidly growing district the school would undergo a 
proportionate increase. He knew that the head master, Mr. Flux, was an excellent man, and he 
suggested that cooking classes and technical education should be taken in hand in the school. 
Mr. J. Robertson congratulated the Newtown School Committee upon the public spirit 'it had 
displayed in respect to this school. He thought that any new teacher coming into the district 
would have a very high ideal to work up to in the example of teaching shown by Mr. Hulke, 
head master of the Newtown School.  
Mr. Cobham, in proposing the health of Messrs. J. W. Davis and J. McLean, former Chairmen 
of the Newtown School Committee, for their efforts in the founding of the new school, said 
that it was largely through the efforts of these two gentlemen that the present site for the school 
was secured. (Applause.)  
Mr. J. W. Davis, in replying to the toast, undertook to give his professional services free for 
the purpose of laying out the school ground. ' Mr. McLean expressed his pleasure at the 
crowning with success of the efforts of last year's Committee. He praised the site as central, 
healthy, and well drained. Newtown owed a deep debt of gratitude to the Education Board for 
its liberality in respect* to school accommodation. In Mr. Flux the school had been fortunate 
in securing a scholar and a gentleman.  
The other toasts proposed were — "The Head Master and Staff of the Rintoul street School," 
proposed by Mr. Thornton, and responded to by Mr. Flux; "The Head Master and Staff of the 
Newtown School," proposed by Mr. Mann and replied to by Mr. Hulke ; " The City and 
Suburban Committees," proposed by the Chairman and responded to by Mr. David Robertson, 
Chairman of Clyde-quay Committee, and Mr. Reith, Chairman of the Te Aro Committee ; " 
The Architect and Builder," proposed by the Chairman and replied to by Mr. Blair ; " The 
Ladies," proposed by Mr. Keene and replied to by the Chairman ; and " The Press," proposed 
by Mr. Davis. A vote of thanks to the Chairman closed the proceedings. 
21st July 1896 The new school just erected in Rintoul street for the purpose of relieving the 
Newtown School was opened yesterday morning when the names of nearly 300 children were 
entered on the rolls. 



A description of the building appeared some time ago in the columns of the New Zealand 
Times. The school has been erected on an elevated section of land, about four acres in extent, 
overlooking Rintoul street, and facing the Athletic Park Company’s grounds. The situation is 
an excellent one, as the grounds can be very easily kept dry, whilst the school is very likely to 
become a very important one in the near future, as it has been erected in the centre of a district) 
the population of which is increasing rapidly. The building and fencing cost about . £3OQO. 
Mr Flux is the headmaster, the other teachers being Mr McKenzie and Misses Reith, Wiltshire 
and Reddick……… [As Above] 
23rd July 1896  Mr. Flux, the/head master of the new Berhampore School, reports that the 
rooms j are already overcrowded, the infants' room, in which there are 105 children, being very 
lull. This is accounted for by the fact that parents have kept their young children at home until 
the opening of the new school 
28th July 1896 There are now 330 children on the roll of the new Rintoul-street School, or 20 
more than the building was meant to accommodate. The worst congestion is in the infants' 
room, where it will be necessary to refuse admission to any further applicants. The rooms for 
the Third and Fourth Standards are more than full ; but there are still some vacant seats in those 
provided for Standards 1., 11., V., VI., VII. The headmaster (Mr. G. Flux), in a report to the 
Committee embodying these facts, complains of the muddy condition of the school grounds, 
and says that several children have had to be sent home smothered in mud from head to foot. 
It is intended that a deputation from the Committee shall wait upon the Education Board at its 
monthly meeting to-morrow and make representations as to the state of the grounds and the 
approaches.  
5th November 1896 The Drawing Examination: Rintoul street. —Freehand- —-Examined, 19 
; passed, 17. Geometry Examined, 24 ; passed, 10. Scale —Examined, 38; passed, 26. Model—
Examined, 9 ; passed, 5 
20th November 1896 A meeting of householders in the South Newtown  Berhampore, and 
Island Bay districts was held in the Rintoul-street School last evening for the purpose of taking 
steps to have the above-named localities formed into a new school district. , Mr. J. W. Davis 
was voted to the chair. It was resolved that a petition be presented to the Education Board at its 
next meeting asking that a new district be constituted, to be called the South Wellington School 
District. After considerable discussion, it was decided that certain boundaries be included in 
the petition, and that a committee consisting of Messrs. Davis, Henderson, McLean, and 
Thornton be appointed to have the petition drawn np, signed, and presented to the Education 
Board. The district advocated in the petition is. defined as the area southward of a line drawn 
through the present Newtown school district as follows :—Starting from the Vogeltown district 
opposite the end of Stoke-street, running along Stoke street to Rintoul-street, southward along 
Rintoul-street to Millward-street, along Millward-street and a right-of-way at the Anglican 
Schoolroom to Riddiford-street, northward along Riddiford-street to Constable-street, and 
along Constable-street to the' boundary of the Kilbirnie district.  
10th December 1896 The primary drawing scholarship examinations for the 50 scholarships 
available were held at the Technical school yesterday. There were  229 candidates from the 
following 'schools :—Petone, 14 ; Khandallah, 1; Wadestown, 3 : Cross' Creek, 1; Thorndon, 
19 ; , Newtown, 27; Rintoul street, 8;………… 



17th December 1896 Wellington Education Board:  It was decided to leave the matter of fixing 
the new Rintoul street district boundaries in the hands of the chairman. 

1897	 	
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £345.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Rountree W W D2 Assistant Master  £100.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Kenny Ida E3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Hutchen Marjorie F  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Riddick Ellen E  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Player Mary P  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Wiltshire Helen  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1897 388 Rintoul  Street Feltham Edgar C  Male Pupil teacher  £38.00  

W W Rountree Pupil Teacher Tawa Flat 1888 and 1889 Mt Cook Boys 1890-1892: 
Assistant Master Terrace 1893-1896 Technical School after 3 p.m. 1896 Assistant Master  
Terrace:  1897- 1898 Rintoul Street : 1899-  1902 Sole Teacher Pongaroa: 1903-1919 
Headmaster Worser Bay.. 1921 Headmaster Blenheim. Then taught in Christchurch for the 
rest of his career 
Mary P Player was a pupil teacher at Pitone 1894 and Petone 1895 and Rintoul Street 1897 
and 1898. As an assistant at Hutt 1899 to 1891 and Te Aro 1902 and 1903 
Edgar C Feltham was a Pupil Teacher at Te Aro Infants’ in 1896 and Rintoul Street 1897 to 
1899. As an  assistant Mount Cook Boys’ 1900-1901: Terrace 1902-1903: South Wellington 
1904 -1908: Kilbirnie 1909- 1923 when my records end 
23rd February 1897 Teachers Examinations: Passes: Nellie Riddick Rintoul Street who was 
not teaching for the Wellington Education Board by December 1897. Fifth year passes by 
Mary P Player and Helen Wiltshire 
8th April 1897 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence was granted to Miss Helen 
Hutchen (Newtown),Helen Wiltshire (Rintoul street),  
8th April 1897 Wellington Education Board: While fully aware of the rapid and steadily 
increasing growth at the Newtown end of the city, the Board could do no more than provide 
for existing wants, and even now application has been made for more accommodation at the 
new school in Rintoul street. 
27th April 1897 At the. Rintoul-street meeting Mr. B. Keene occupied the chair. In the report 
it was stated that, at the opening ceremony, 280 children had been enrolled. Since then the 
attendance had nearly doubled. The Committee expressed its appreciation of the services of 
Mr Flux, the Head Master. There were three male and four female assistants on the staff. The 
remainder of the report was on exactly similar lines to that of the Newtown School Committee. 
The report was adopted, but the balance sheet — which contained one item of 10  shillings 
charged to Mr. Wilford for a meeting held by him in the school, and though it was said that 
Mr. Hislop had held two meetings in the schoolroom no entry thereof appeared in the balance-
sheet — for this reason was not adopted. The election of the Committee resulted as follows:— 
R. Keene, F Sears, J. W. Davis, J. W. Henderson, J. E. Read, Hearle, Osborne, Foster, W. 
Williams. Mr. Davis was elected Chairman and Mr. Read Secretary. 



29th April 1897  Wellington Education Board: The Truant Officer reported to the Education 
Board yesterday that he had called on 17 children during the past month who were absent from 
Mount Cook School, on 37 absent from Rintoul street,  
6th May 1897 Wellington Education Board: Miss Woodward, from Mauriceville, to go to Te 
Aro Infant School, in place of Miss Jacobs, who is to relieve Miss Wiltshire for May and June 
at Rintoul street;  
25th May 1897 At the last meeting of the South Wellington School Committee a report was • 
received from the Head Master drawing attention to the urgent necessity for the appointment 
of a first assistant master, the average attendance being above the number required by the 
regulations to entitle the school to a first assistant. He also pointed out the need for further 
accommodation for the infant classes, which are overcrowded. It was decided to communicate 
with the Board as to both matters.  
26th May 1897 Part of a long report from the Truant Officer to Wellington Education 
Board:  As I pointed out last year, the of “ boarding-out ” children in Wellington is most 
unsatisfactory. Supervision in most cases is merely nominal; and the tendency is still to place 
children with applicants for relief. Let me cite a few examples of boarded children. A boy of 
12 has been boarded out for years with an aged grandmother. His father is dead, but relatives 
on the mother’s side are well to do. An aunt told me when I visited the house that she paid £90 
a year in rates, and that the money paid to her mother for the keep of the boy did not come from 
the Benevolent Trust, but from certain money loft by his father, Mr A, G. Johnson informs me 
that this is incorrect, and that the Trustees pay the 7s 6d a week for the boy. He is growing up 
idle, and mischievous, and attends no school. His name is neither on Rintoul street nor Mount 
Cook School register. At one time he attended Newtown School, but with great irregularity,  
31st July 1897 The South Wellington School Committee has decided that its chairman shall 
interview the Education Board and urge the necessity of a dividing fence in the school grounds, 
so that the children may be separated at play-time. The Secretary is to remind the Town Clerk 
that nothing had yet been done to improve the approach to the school from Rintoul-street. A 
series of entertainments will be begun in about a fortnight to raise funds to put the school 
grounds in order. 
31st July 1897 GRAZING. TENDERS are invited to Lease Acres 1065 and 1067, Adelaide - 
road, for grazing purposes. Full particulars may be obtained from Mr. J. W. Davis, Chairman 
South Wellington School Committee, or from the undersigned, with whom Tenders must be 
lodged before 4 p.m. on Wednesday the 4th proximo. . J, E. READ, P.O. Box 370. , Secretary  
17th August 1897 The South Wellington School Committee is making an effort N to raise 
funds with a view to improving the approaches to the school, which are at present in very bad 
order. To this end a series of entertainments has been arranged, the first of which will take 
place ' on Friday next in St. Thomas's Schoolroom, and some of our best amateurs have 
promised their assistance. The full programme will be published in to-morrow's issue. 
18th August 1897 On Friday evening next the South Wellington School Committee will 
inaugurate a series of entertainments, for the purpose of providing funds for the improvement 
of the approaches to the school, by a concert, to be given in St. Thomas’ Schoolroom, 
Newtown. An excellent programme has been arranged. Wo are requested to state that owing to 
an unfortunate error the date is shown on the tickets as Friday, the 30th August, instead Of 
Friday the 20th August 



20th August 1897 Part of a long letter: Not long ago a valuable block of native reserve land 
(that on which the South Wellington new school is built) having a frontage to Russell-terrace 
on the east and Rintoul-street on the west and close to tram and 'bus was sold. Although most 
eligible for' building sites, the most of this land- was disposed of at the upset price of. £20 per 
acre, and many acres in the same neighbourhood at even less. It is found that there is little 
demand for leasehold lands.  
20th August 1897  THOMAS'S SCHOOLROOM. TO-NIGHT ! TO-NIGHT ! A GRAND 
CONCERT In aid of the SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL Will be held in the above Hall 
TO-NIGHT ! Splendid Programme by the Leading Amateurs or Wellington. Doors open at 
7.30. ; Overture at 8 o’clock sharp. , Admission — One shilling ; children, half price. 
21st August 1897 When the South Wellington School was built it was made to accommodate 
300 children. The school is now overcrowded, and in response to the committee the Education 
Board has decided to build an infant school at an early date.  
26th August 1897 Mr J Whitall occupied the chair. It was eventually decided to adopt the new 
rules. The concert given in St. Thomas' Schoolroom, Newtown, last week, was well attended, 
and was undoubtedly one of the best held in that suburb for many years, the credit of which is 
no doubt due to Mr J. E. Bead, the secretary. Miss Randall was heard to great advantage in her 
two song*, '' The Holy City " and *' Sunshine Above," encores being demanded in each instance 
Mrs J. E. Bead sang with g-eat taste and expression " Waiting," for which she was encored, a 
similar compliment being paid her for her rendering of " Killarney." Mrs Read is the possessor 
of a well cultivated and sympathetic voice. Miss Bethune had to bow her acknowledgments for 
the applause which followed her sin gin? of "Little Maid of Arcadee." Mr E. J. Hill was in 
splendid voice and gave his two songs in an excellent manner. He bad to repeat a portion of his 
first contribution " A Russian Song," and was loudly applauded for " The Woodland Serenade," 
which met with great favour. Mr J. E. Bead sang " Anchored," Mr Horace Stebbing " The Old 
Brigade," and Mr F. J. McDonald " The Romany Lass" and "The Longshoreman," the latter 
being his best item. Mr A. S. Paterson was in good form and received an emphatic encore for 
his recitation °f Inasmuch," which he followed with the favourite " Bairnies Cuddle Doon." Mr 
C. D. Macintosh's clarinet solo and Mr H. Atcherley's flute solo were well played and loudly 
applauded. Mrs Gustav Diehl played the accompaniments in a finished manner. The concert 
was given for the purpose of raising funds to improve the approaches to the South 
Wellington School. Mr Davis, who was in the chair, stated that it was the intention of the 
committee to hold several more concerts for the same purpose. If the future programmes are as 
well selected as last night's was it can confidently be stated that the required amount of money 
will soon be raised. 
29th September 1897 . An object-lesson in swimming is to be given to the boys and girls 
attending the South Wellington public schools at the Te Aro Baths on Saturday afternoon next, 
Professor Pannell having been retained for the. purpose by the School Committee^ The. 
exhibition will include rescue drill and restoration of animation. A short lecture will be given 
upon the art explanatory of the-various-feats performed. 
4th October 1897 The scholars of the South Wellington School, in charge of the headmaster, 
Mr Flux, and accompanied by their parents, teachers, friends and several members of the 
School Committee, assembled at Mrs Meech’s baths on Saturday afternoon with a view of 
obtaining an object lesson in swimming and life-saving from drowning. Professor Pannell, who 



had kindly placed his services at the disposal of the headmaster, gave a finished exhibition of 
ornamental and practicable swimming, in spite of the fact that he was greatly handicapped by 
the state of the tide and the roughness of the water. He then gave an illustration of life-saving,. 
how to take hold of a person in the water, and what steps to take to restore animation, Mr J. E. 
Read, secretary of the committee, explained the different actions of the professor, to whom the 
headmaster and the committee d sire to tender their thanks for what was undoubtedly a valuable 
instructive object-lesson to the children. Professor Pannell was loudly applauded at the close 
of the exhibition.  
17th December 1897 Primary Drawing Scholarship 2nd Year Fanny Thornton South 
Wellington  1st Year Arch G Henderson South Wellington, 
20th December 1897 Miss Sheppard has received a satisfactory report from Mr. Geo. Flux, 
head master of South Wellington School, of an examination of the pupils of her private school 
which he held recently. Geography was apparently a very strong subject in every class, while 
reading- and recitation, .is well at Bible knowledge, are commented upon by Mr. Flux as being 
good throughout 
 
 

1898	
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £345.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £220.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Rountree William W D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Craig Maggie H D1 Assistant Female  £125.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D2 Assistant Female  £90.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Kenny Ida G D3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Feltham Edgar C   Male Pupil teacher  £45.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Riddick Ellen E   Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Player Mary P   Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Wiltshire Helen   Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Hutchen Marjorie F   Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Margaret H Jacob E4 Female Pupil Teacher  £36.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Christie Ida   Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00  
1898 463 Rintoul  Street Zohrab Clara   Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00  

Maggie H Craig was always an assistant for the Wellington Education Board: 1882-1884 Mt 
Cook Boys’: 1886-1897 Mt Cook Infants’: 1898-1903 and 1904-1906 Rintoul Street/South 
Wellington: 1907-1910 Head Female Mount Cook Infants’ 
26th October 1910  Mr. C. W. Lee, headmaster Maryborough, and Miss M. H. 
Craig, headmistress Mount Cook, were granted six months' leave of absence.  
Margaret H Jacob was a pupil teacher at Pahautanui in 1895 and 1896. At Thorndon in 1897 
and Rintoul Street 1898 to 1900. 1901 to 1904 she was an assistant at Hastwell south of 
Eketahuna. Then as an assistant from 1905 to 1910 when she ceased teaching for the 
Wellington Education Board  
Ida Christie was  always a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board: Rintoul Street 
1898 to 1903 



Clara  M H Zohrab was a pupil teacher at Rintoul Street 1898 to 1901. In 1902 was sole 
teacher at Ngaturi 13 kilometres on the Pahiatua Pongaroa Road: 1903 Back at Te Aro. Then 
1904 and 1905 as assistant at Hukanui between Eketahuna and Pahiatua on the railway line. 
1907/2976 Clara Metita Zohrab Edmund Arthur King 
22nd January 1898 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL,  RINTOUL-STREET. NOTICE to 
PARENTS. , PARENTS of Children attending the above School are notified that, in 
consequence of the Additions to the Buildings not being sufficiently advanced, the School will  
NOT open till MONDAY, 31st JANUARY. J. W. DAVIS, Chairman of Committee.  
5th February 1898 It was decided at a meeting of the Committee of the South Wellington State 
School to open the new addition to the school with a concert, the proceeds to provide a picnic 
for the scholars, who number now 575 on the roll. 
15th February 1898   The new addition to the South Wellington State School, to be used as an 
infants' school, to be opened cm Wednesday night with a concert, the proceeds of which are to 
be devoted to a picnic for -the children. The artists whose services have been scoured for the 
occasion include Miss Clarice Barbizon, Miss Randell, Herr Clemens Lehmann, Mr. Horace 
Stebbing, and other names sufficient to attract a large audience. The programme promises to 
be one of the best ever given in Newtown, and the residents will do well to show their 
appreciation of the efforts of the committee, during its term of office has done much for the 
children. The programme appears elsewhere. 
 
16th February 1898 So great is the increase of population in the Newtown district that although 
the Rintoul street school was only opened a couple of years ago it has already been found 
necessary to enlarge the building. The main schoolroom now forms a spacious and comfortable 
hall, in which will be held this evening a concert, the object of which is to obtain funds for the 
school picnic.  
24th February 1898 The Rintoul street school was last week the scene of an exceedingly 
attractive concert, on the occasion of the formal opening of the new main schoolroom. Herr 
Lohmann contributed two violin solos—-including a selection from Mascagni’s “Cavalliera 
Eustieana '’—and was encored for each of these, whilst Miss Randell sang “ Dear Heart ” and 
“Marguerite,” Miss Clarice Brabazon played a tarantella by Strzelecki  and Mr Horace 
Stebbing sang “Bill Me to Love” (which had a violin obligato by Herr Lehmann) and “Loved 
Lenore.” Mr H. M. Atcherley appeared in a flute solo, and the song “ Anchored” and a 
recitation “The Bridge keeper’s Story ” were given by Mr J. E, Read. A recall followed in 
almost every case. Mr C. Wilson, M.H.R., who presided, spoke of the progress of the school, 
and praised the committee, especially Messrs Sears and Reid, for the energy which had •'been 
displayed during the year. Mr Wilson also contributed to the programme Mark Twain’s “ The 
Champion Mean Man.” Before the close of the concert, Mr Davis, on behalf of the committee, 
thanked the chairman for presiding, acknowledging also a handsome donation he had given to 
the school picnic fund.  
3rd March 1898 Wellington Education Board:  It was decided (subject to the approval of the 
committees concerned) to transfer Miss Craig to the Rintoul street school ( from Mount Cook, 
and to appoint Miss Watson to Mount Cook; also that Miss Petrie, of Pahiatua, and Miss Reith, 
of Rintoul street, be promoted and receive higher salaries. 



9th March 1898 The he South Wellington School will hold its annual picnic at Day's Bay 
tomorrow 
10th March 1898 The picnic of the South Wellington school children at Day's Bay was a great, 
success, some 600 or 700 youngsters, with their parents, going across in charge of the 
headmaster, Mr Flux, and the teaching staff; the chairman of the committee, Mr J. W. Davis, 
and Messrs Henderson, Osborne and Foster also being present. The arrangements made by the 
secretary were entirely satisfactory, while contributions sent by Mrs King and others assisted 
toward the general content. 
26th April 1898 SOUTH WELLINGTON. The chair was taken by Mr. J. W. Davis. There was 
a large attendance. The Committee for the year is as follows : — Messrs. E. H. Hearle, F. 
Matthews, W. Williams, James Bell, J. Osborne, J. Ben, J. Foster, J. Mainwaring, and J. Sears. 
The report showed the number of children on the roll to be  595, and that the teaching staff had 
doubled during the Committee's term of office. The new Committee afterwards met and elected 
Mr. Sears Chairman. Mr. J. E. Read promised to consider a request to act again as Secretary, 
he having removed out of the district. 
27th April 1898 The application of Mr. Flux for an increase of salary was not acceded to, the 
request being contrary to the regulations. The question of baths in the school ground at Rintoul-
street was deferred in order to obtain further information. 
  
7th May 1898 It has been arranged to begin the domestic economy classes for girls in the public 
schools — which include instruction in cooking single dishes — next Tuesday. The classes 
will be held in the large lecture hall of the Education Board Buildings, where the necessary 
appliances have been fitted up. The cooking will be done with gas, and the classes will be held 
by Miss Ivey, the recently appointed instructor, every day in the week excepting Saturdays — 
the first class being taken at half-past 10 in the morning, and the second at 2 o'clock in the 
afternoon, both courses lasting for two hours. The plans proposed is to take 20 girls from the 
6th and 7th Standards of each of the city schools in rotation, in the following order : — Mount 
Cook, Thorndon, Te Aro, Newtown, Terrace, Clyde quay, and Rintoul - street. ………………. 
12th May 1898  I observed from some of your recent issues that the South Wellington School 
Committee has been interviewing the School Boards about the erection of a swimming bath for 
the children. lam certain such a movement will meet with the approval of every father, mother, 
and householder in the district. I do not intend to occupy your valuable space with a treatise on 
the art of swimming— an art which when once acquired is never forgotten. A great many of 
our young men now spend their spare hours boating or yachting, and it is a deplorable fact that 
many valuable lives are lost every season by drowning; this year already three or four have 
been drowned, and in most instances through not being able to swim. Not only is it desirable 
that our boys should be taught to swim, but also our girls. The difficulty that always presents 
itself in every movement of this kind is providing the "ways and means" for carrying it out, but 
I can't see any insuperable difficulty in this case if the movement is taken up with vigour and 
enthusiasm. It has been done by other schools in the colony, and why not here ? The grounds 
of the South Wellington school contain four acres, and a part is admirably adapted for the 
erection of a swimming bath, but although the bath should be erected on the grounds of this 
school, it should be for the joint use of the Newtown and South Wellington schools, and 
managed by a joint committee from each school, working under rules and regulations laid down 



by the Board of Education. The children during certain hours of the day should have the 
exclusive use of the bath, but on Saturday afternoons and each morning and evening it should 
be open to the public at a moderate charge. The money derived from this source would be more 
than sufficient to pay for (a custodian — indeed, it would probably be a source of revenue for 
maintaining the bath. The population ,of the district is now over 10,000 souls. On the roll of 
the Newtown School there are nearly 1000 children, and on that of the South 
Wellington School over 600, which is being added to at the rate of over 100 children a year. 
From these figures it must be apparent to all that the bath would be largely patronised, and a 
priceless boon to the young people of the district. The monetary difficulty first presents itself, 
but I hold, seeing that all the children in the district would be partakers of the benefits, that the 
School Board should be the chief contributor. The City Council, having recently spent a large 
sum for a bath at Thorndon, and being about to do the same for Te Aro, should also be called 
upon to do something in the same direction for the 10,000 in Newtown who are precluded by 
distance from using either of the other , baths. The inhabitants of the district, I have no doubt, 
would also contribute towards its erection. Many might be induced to give by offering them a 
free ticket for twelve months on payment of a certain sum. This is a brief outline as to how this 
laudable object might be carried out, and E trust that both our School Committees will 
immediately take this matter into consideration. I am, &c, J. McLean. Wellington, 6th May, 
1898. 
20th May 1898 h Cronin, and Mr. E. Cronin had charge of the general arrangements. At a 
meeting of the South Wellington School Committee last night, Mr. E. H. Hearle was appointed 
Secretary. 
28th May 1898 The committee of the South Wellington School is arranging for a series of 
lectures and entertainments daring the winter months, the proceeds to be devoted to the 
improvement t-f the school grounds. The first of the series will be a lecture by Mr Charles 
Wilson, M.H.R., entitled “ Round About a Newspaper Office; the Humorous Si la of Colonial 
Journalism,” illustrated by lantern pictures. This lecture will bs given in about a fortnight’s 
time, and full particulars will be duly advertised in The: Times.  
17th June 1898 SOUTH WELLINGTON STATE SCHOOL. In Aid of the School Ground 
Improvement Fund. A LANTERN LECTURE Will be delivered in the Lecture Hall of the 
School, the Hon W. C. Walker, M.L.C., Minister of Education, in the chair, TO-NIGHT, 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17th, at 8 p.m., By MR CHARLES WILSON, M.H.R, Entitled "PEOPLE WE 
MEET IN A NEWSPAPER OFFICE " (The Humorous Side of Colonial Journalism), 
Illustrated by Lantern Pictures. Songs, Recitations, &o. Piano kindly lent by the Dresden Piano 
Company. ADMISSION-SIXPENCE. One long laugh, and the school grounds will be 
beautified as a result of your presence E. H. HEARLE, 374 Hon Secretary 
18th June 1898 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. OWING to the inclement state of the 
weather the Concert and Lecture which was to have taken place last night has been postponed 
until the 20th inst. (MONDAY). The same tickets hold good.  
23rd June 1898 The South Wellington School was on Monday packed to the doors, about 600 
children and their  parents assembling to hear Mr C. Wilson, M.H.R , lecture on " The Humours 
of Colonial Journalism." Hon W. C. Walker, Minister of Education, presided, after being 
formally introduced to the meeting by Mr F. Sears chairman of  the School Committee. Mr 
Wilson's lecture proved intensely diverting, laughter being continuous throughout. At the 



conclusion of the lecture Miss Elsie Sears sang a song which was loudly applauded. A vote of 
thanks was accorded to Mr Wilson by acclamation. After the pictures incidental to the lecture 
proper had been shown, some comic slides prepared by Mr Sears were exhibited, also a picture 
of the staff and scholars of the Newtown School and evoked much applause. Mr Barltrop 
provided and worked the limelight lantern by which the pictures illustrative of the lecture were 
thrown upon the screen. The result of the entertainment will be to considerably augment the 
fund for the improvement of the school grounds 
29th June 1898 Wellington Education Board: Clara Zohrab, Gladys Flux, and Ida Christie were 
added to the list of those who are to receive pupil teacherships when vacancies occur..  
24th August 1898 The Countess of Ranfurly, accompanied by Captain Hill-Trevor, A'.D.C,*, 
and Lady Stout, paid a visit to the Education Board’s cookery Clash this week, when 
the Rintoul street School children were under instruction. In addition to the ordinary lesson, 
which consisted of the cooking of roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, the class baked bread and  
rock cakes and a number of other toothsome delicacies. Lady Ranfurly and Lady Stout 
expressed themselves highly pleased  with the work of the pupils. It is indeed gratifying to 
know that these very desirable classes are progressing so Satisfactorily-, and that interest is 
being manifested in them in all quarters. 
8th September 1898 Wellington Education Board: A number of Island Bay residents waited on 
the meeting and asked that a school be erected at Island Bay as soon as possible. There were 
41 children there of school age, and they found the Rintoul street school too far away. Mr 
Robertson, who acted as spokesman, suggested that the church be hired and used as a school 
until further arrangements were made. The Chairman said the question of site was the main 
difficulty at present. He had been making inquiries and intended going to Island Bay again in 
connection with the matter 
3rd November 1898 The annual examinations of the city schools have been commenced by the 
Education Board’s inspectors, who began operations at the Rintoul street school at the 
beginning of the week 
23rd December 1898 There was a good attendance of parents and friends in St. James's 
schoolroom, Ade-laide-road, yesterday afternoon at the breaking up of Miss Hayes's private 
school. The carefully prepared report of Mr. Flux, Headmaster of Rintoul-street School, who 
had examined the school, was submitted. The prizes were distributed by the Rev. W. Shirer, 
and an interesting programme was gone through by the scholars. The school will re-open on 
24th January, as notified elsewhere. 
30th December 1898 Wellington Education Board call for tenders for additions for Rintoul 
Street School 

1899	
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £345.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £220.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Kirk George William D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Craig Maggie H D1 Assistant Female  £125.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D2 Assistant Female  £90.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Kenny Ida G D3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Feltham Edgar C D5 Male Pupil teacher  £50.00  



1899 523 Rintoul  Street Houghton Jessie H  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Hutchen Marjorie  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Jacob Margaret H  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Powell Gwendolyn  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Riddick Ellen E  Female Pupil Teacher  £ 42.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Zohrab Clara  Female Pupil Teacher  £32.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Carroll Edith   Female Pupil Teacher  £25.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Shaw Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher  £25.00  
1899 523 Rintoul  Street Christie Ida  Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00  

George William Kirk started as a Pupil Teacher  at Petone/Pitone school 1891- 1896 and then 
as an assistant 1897 and 1898 at the Terrace School and 1899 to 1903 at Rintoul Street, From 
1904 to 1921 he was headmaster of Te Horo School south of Otaki. And by 1923 he  was 
headmaster of Springlands School in Marlborough still for the Wellington Education Board  
26th January 1928  Mr G. W. Kirk, head teacher at Springlands, who has been transferred to 
Inglewood .after 36 years’ service in the Wellington Education .Board’s district, was the 
subject of special reference at the meeting of  the Education Board at Wellington yesterday, 
when a motion of appreciation of his long and able service was recorded on the minutes. 
Jessie H Houghton was a pupil teacher at Mount Cook Infants in 1898 and Rintoul Street in 
1899 and 1900 
Gwendolyn Powell was always a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board  1894 to 
1897 at Fernridge just east of Masterton in 1898 at Thorndon and 1899 at Rintoul Street. By 
1900 was appointed a Cadet at Bunnythorpe School 
Edith Carroll was a pupil teacher at Mt Cook Infants’ 1896-1898 and at Rintoul Street in 1899 
Elizabeth Shaw was always a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board  1898 at 
Mount Cook Infants’ and 1899 to 1903 at Rintoul Street 
2nd January 1899. Wellington Education Board : Call for tenders Additions to Rintoul street 
School 
21st January 1899 The additions to the South Wellington ' school being completed, parents are 
requested to take notice that there will be no extension of holidays 
21st January 1899 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. PARENTS are requested to take notice 
that this School will Re-open on TUESDAY NEXT, the 24th  instant. GEO. FLUX 
21st February 1899 On Thursday the South Wellington school children hold their annual picnic 
at Day's Bay, the s.s." Duchess leaving the wharf here at 9.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. Leave Bay 
10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. 
24th February 1899 The children attending the South Wellington School held a picnic at Day’s 
Bay yesterday. The affair proved very enjoyable. 
23rd March 1899 In a long article on overcrowded Schools in Wellington was this:  In one 
room at Rintoul street School there are eighty children where there is only space for sixty. That 
is an injury to the whole eighty, whose sufferings in the present hot autumn weather may ha 
imagined. 
30th March 1899 In another long piece highlighting individual schools was this piece: Quite a 
different story was told by Mr Flux, of the Rintoul street school. Children who desired to enter 
the 2nd and 4th standards had been turned away from the school. It was built to accommodate 
560, and there are 682 on the roll (a dozen- were added to the list yesterday). The average 



attendance for last week (when the roll total was 670) was 557. On Monday the attendance was 
590, and said Mr Flux, “ Of course we were crowded.” Such overcrowding, he said, must, of 
course, influence the health of the children, and affect their tuition. In one room where there 
ought to have been 60 children, there were 80. This was extremely bad for both pupil and 
teacher. The wonderful advance this district has made is shown by the fact that since the school 
was opened in July, 1896, the roll-total has increased from 300 to 682. The standard figures 
are  

P 1 2 3 4 5 6&7 
202 51 89 95 84 71 90 

12th May 1899 Wellington Education Board: Tenders for fencing Rintoul street school are 
invited. 
12th May 1899  SEPARATE Tenders tor road-making and fencing required at the Rintoul 
street School will lie received by me up to 8 p.m. of Saturday, 13th inst. Specifications to be 
seen at the school. F. SEARS, Chairman of School Committee.  
6th June 1899 A well-attended and enthusiastic meeting of those interested in holding bazaar 
in connection with the South Wellington School was held in the school buildings. Rintoul 
street, Newtown, last night, Mr Frederick Scars being in the chair. It was decided to hold the 
bazaar on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, the 3rd, 4th and 5th of July, and to invite Air J. 
R. Blair to preside at the opening ceremony. 
1st April 1899 All that portion of the South Wellington School District lying south of Duppa-
street. SOUTH WELLINGTON. The southern boundary of the South Wellington School 
District now extends to Duppa-street only, 
3rd April 1899  The bat presented by Messrs. Cameron and Christie for the best batting average 
in the South Wellington School team has been won by John Russell, and the ball presented by 
Mr. McKenzie has been awarded to Cyril Girdlestone for the best bowling average. 
14th April 1899 The South Wellington School Committee and teachers and their friends, 
numbering about 60, spent an enjoyable social evening in the lecture hall of the school last 
night, Mr. F. Sears in the chair. Songs were contributed by Miss Kenny, Miss Reith, Mesdames 
Sears and Beu, Messrs. Flux, Feltham, and Sears. Dancing was kept up till a late hour. Miss 
Billman presided at the piano. 
14th April 1899 The unfavourable weather did not seriously interfere with the success of a 
social gathering held in the South Wellington School last night. The gathering was jointly 
arranged by the committee and the teachers, and the evening was enjoyably spent. Mr E. Sears 
presided. A programme of songs and recitations, which pleasantly filled in the intervals 
between the dances, was gone through, Miss Reith, Mesdames Sears, Kennedy, Messrs Sears, 
Flux and Leetham contributing items. Miss Billman presided at the pianoforte 
25th April 1889 Mr. F. Sears, Chairman of last year's Committee, presided at the meeting of 
householders of South Wellington. The annual report, read by Mr. E. H. Hearle  Secretary, 
stated that the past year had been successful in every way. The balance-sheet showed a balance 
in hand of £6 18s 9d. The Chairman informed the meeting that £26 had been spent on the 
Kindergarten, library, and school requisites. He was informed by the Secretary of the Education 
Board that tenders had been called for the work of making the approaches. Mr. Flux, the head 
master, addressed the meeting at some length. The number on the roll, he said, was 680, against 
580 for last year. During the year, however, 420 children had been admitted, which would show 



what a roaming population they had to deal with. More class rooms were necessary. He 
disapproved of so much importance being attached to passes, remarking that it led to pressing 
the children unduly and cramming. It was of far greater importance to build up the character of 
the children than to put a little knowledge into their heads. He referred with pleasure to the fact 
that the boys had taken second place in cricket and football, and thanked Mr. McKenzie for his 
assistance in that direction. The boys, he said, took splendidly to the new system of drill which 
greatly conduced to discipline. He thanked the teachers heartily for their assistance, and then 
went on to remark that the compulsory clauses of the Education Act were comparatively useless 
and urged that the age should be raised to at least 14, and the standard to the fifth. The fourth 
standard was no equipment for life for a child, and he would suggest that no child should pass 
into another standard unless it was proved that it had made at least 250 half day attendances. 
On the motion of Mr, Gray, and seconded by Mr. Higginbottom, the report and balance-sheet 
were adopted, The following were elected a Committee for the ensuing year : — Messrs. J. 
Osborne, F. Sears, J. F. Matthews, E. H. Hearle, Ben J. R. Foster, W. Williams, J. Bell, and R. 
Hosie. All the members were on last year's Committee except Mr. Hosie. The Committee 
afterwards met and reelected Messrs. F. Sears and E. H. Hearle Chairman and Secretary 
respectively. 
25th April 1899 at the meeting to elect a committee for South Wellington, Mr F. Sears, 
chairman of last year’s committee, presided, and there was a. numerous attendance of 
householders.  
The annual report, read by Mr E. H. Hearle, secretary, stated that the past year had been a' 
successful one from all points of view. School requisites had been purchased when required, 
and the work of making the approaches and dividing fences was in hand. The committee had 
worked well together, and the teachers had always been studied when any difficulties had 
occurred. The balance sheet showed a balance in hand of £6 18s 9d. The Chairman said that 
about £23 bad been spent on the library, kindergarten and school requisites. Tenders had been 
called for making some of the 'approaches, which were very necessary; The headmaster (Mr 
Flux) in his annual report said the roll now numbered 680, about 100 more than last year. He 
had, however, admitted 420 during the year, which would show what a. roaming population 
they had to deal with. The accommodation was insufficient, and more class-rooms were 
necessary. He could not see how the new Island Bay school would relieve them, as the school 
only had about thirty children from the Island Bay district, and oven if all those thirty were 
taken away the numbers would be quickly made up. They bad now fifteen teachers, who were 
as a body very loyal, earnest and industrious, and worked with him splendidly. He disapproved 
somewhat of so much importance being attached to passes. It led to teachers pressing the 
children unduly, and to the imposition of home work with which he entirely  disapproved. 
(Applause.) It was of far greater importance to build up the character and." to make them good 
citizens than to cram their heads with a small amount of knowledge. (Hear, hear.) Last year the 
boys took second, place among the town schools in both cricket and football, and he mentioned 
that Mr McKenzie had been of great assistance to them in that respect. They were also 
introducing drill. The boys took to it immensely, and it greatly conduced to the discipline of 
the school. Hie committee had tried to help the teachers in every possible way, and he thanked 
the members heartily for their assistance, Mr Flux referred to the compulsory attendance 
clauses of the Education Act, which he said were comparatively useless. There were too many 



exemptions, and he should like to see the age raised to fourteen at least, and the standard raised 
to the fifth, as the fourth standard was no equipment for life for a child. It would be a good 
thing if it was provided that a child must make 250 half day attendances before it could be 
advanced a standard. He urged that the ground in front of the school should be levelled and 
made more suitable for playground purposes. On the motion of Mr Gray, seconded by Mr 
Higginbottom, the report and balance-sheet were adopted. 
Sout

 
15th June 1899 
South Wellington School Committee 1899 Standing W Williams. R Hosie. E H Searle 
Secretary. J R Foster 
Sitting J Ben, J Bell. F Sears Chairman. F Matthews. J Osborne. E. Sears 
 
15th June 1899 The above school was built to relieve the pressure at the Newtown School, and 
was opened in July, 1896, by J. R. Blair, Esq., chairman of the Education Board. On the opening 
day 280 children were enrolled. As a proof of the wisdom of the Education Board in deciding 
to build this school it may be stated that since its opening some 1400 children have been 
admitted, and that 680 are on the roll at the present time. These figures prove, too, the migratory 
habits of the people in this district. At its opening the school was placed in charge of Mr 
George Flux, as headmaster, with a staff of seven assistants. The staff has since increased to 
fifteen teachers. There is a fully equipped infant department in charge of Miss M. H. Craig. 
The accommodation first provided was for 360 children. Early in 1898 additional 



accommodation was provided, and a large lecture hall built. The roll at' present is 680 ; several 
of the classrooms are overcrowded, and on many days the attendance is somewhat in excess of 
the accommodation. With a view to relieve this the Education Board has formed a new school 
district at Island Bay, extending from Duppa street to the sea, and has let a tender for the 
erection of a new school by the racecourse at Island Bay. Even so, it is scarcely likely that it 
can be long before additions will have to be made at the South Wellington School, as there is 
no part of New Zealand where the population is increasing so rapidly as in this part of 
Wellington. The school stands on a site of tour acres, thus providing greater playground 
accommodation than has been possible in the case of any other Wellington city school, and 
indeed of most country schools. It is a splendidly healthy site, and improvements are being 
constantly 
Ever since its opening this school has been fortunate in having energetic, progressive 
committees. For the past two years Mr F. W. Sears has been chairman, and the respective 
committees have been most energetic in improving the school, interiorly and exteriorly. The 
last improvement is the very necessary provision of a fine Brinsmead piano for school use. To 
pay for this a bazaar is to be held in the course of a few weeks, and a ladies committee and the 
School Committee and teachers are working together to make it a success 
1st July 1899 . A photograph will be taken of the opening proceedings of the South 
Wellington State School Bazaar on Monday 
1st July 1899 SOUTH  WELLINGTON STATE SCHOOL BAZAAR AND EXHIBITION  
MONDAY’TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY, JULY 3rd, 4th and 5TH.  
The  Opening Ceremony will be performed by the Hon W C Walker Minister of Education, at 
3 p.m., on MONDAY. JULY 3rd.  
His Worship the Mayor, .J. R. Blair, Esq and Charles Wilson Esq., M.H.R., will also be present.  
Admission— July 3rd, 6d, Afternoon and Evening : 4th, Afternoon Free; Evening  6d, 5th 
Afternoon Free, Evening 6d. 
 Art- Gallery. Grand Concerts, Sideshows. Phonographs and Lantern Entertainments. _ A 
photo will be taken of the Opening Ceremony. ' . _ , Afternoon, 3 to 5; Evening, 7 to 10 
FREDERICK SEARS, Chairman 
4th July 1899 The bazaar organised by the Committee, teacher*, and householders of the South 
Wellington (Rintoul-street) Public School was opened yesterday afternoon. At the opening 
ceremony Mr. F. Sears (Chairman of the School Committed) read an apology from Mr, J. R. 
Blair (Mayor of Wellington and Chairman of the Education Board) stating that urgent public 
duties prevented his being present and enclosing a donation. The Hon. W. C. Walker (Minister 
for Education), in opening the bazaar, said that under our present education system the 
administration of it rested with the Education Boards, and the Minister did not personally come 
into contact with the people, but for all that he was always pleased to be present at such 
gatherings ns the present and to see the lively interest the people took in the system. Mr. C. 
Wilson, M.H.R., eulogised the Committee and staff for their energy and zeal. The children sang 
the New Zealand Anthem and "God Save the Queen." The lecture-hall, in which the bazaar is 
being held, looked 'extremely bright with its gaily-decorated stalls. One especially interesting 
feature is the capital exhibition of scholars' work, writing, drawing, and mapping, and a very 
pretty case of kindergarten exhibits. There is also a stall entirely furnished by the pupils with 
their own work, wood-carving, etc.. The following are the stalls and stall-holders : —Plain 



sewing, Mesdames Barltrop, Bowen, Amos, and Flint; fancy work, Mesdames Walters and 
Sears and Misses Wiltshire and Riddick; refreshments, Mesdames Diehl, Marshall, and Wyeth, 
and Miss Craig ; lolly stall and flowers, Misses Reith and Kenny ; children's work, Misses 
Hutchen and Houghton ; copper stall, Misses Zohrab and Carroll ; school exhibits, Miss Jacob. 
There was a crowded attendance last evening when a performance was given by the pupils and 
members of Newtown Gymnasium. A complete change of programme is announced for this 
and tomorrow evenings, when the bazaar is to close 
5th July 1899 The South Wellington School is assured of its piano, for there was another big 
attendance at the bazaar last night. The musical programme proved thoroughly enjoyable, a 
special feature being the introduction of a song ("My Love For Thee ) composed by Mr T 
Mircher of the SS Takapuna, Mr F. 'Sears being the singer, Tonight when the bazaar is to close 
the school children will provide the programme.  
. 

 
27th July  1889 Japanese Fan Dance at South Wellington School Bazaar Photo by F Sears Jun 
(Performers taught by Miss Craig Headmistress] 
6th July 1899 The South Wellington School Bazaar was again well attended yesterday 
afternoon and evening. ' In "the evening an entertainment was given, in which the pupils of the 
school assisted. The girls sang a troopers’ song, and the boys and girls together rendered two 
choruses, “My Father’s Land” and “The Lark.” The boys gave an exhibition pf physical drill, 
and the younger children a pretty display of a garland drill. The members of the youths’ class 
at the' Newtown Gymnasium wont through dumbbell exercises. The entertainment' concluded 
with a recitation by Messrs Hewlett, Wright and Dewar.  
22nd July 1899 THE SOUTH WELLINGTON STATE SCHOOL. THE Committee beg to 
thank all those who took part and helped to mako the late Bazaar such a great success. The 



interest and enthusiasm shown by ono and all exceeded all anticipation, and it is very gratifying 
to the Committee and Teachers to know that their efforts have been so handsomely rewarded 
by the residents, the parents, and the outside public. FREDERICK SEARS, Chairman 
16th August 1899 Wellington Education Board: Vacancy Second Assistant Master Rintoul 
Street Salary £150 
24th August 1899 The Fifth Standard scholars of the South Wellington State School assembled 
in the lecture hall yesterday afternoon to present their teacher Miss E. Reith, with an illuminated 
address and silver-mounted purse. Mr Flux, headmaster, made the presentation on behalf of the 
children 
1st September 1899 The South Wellington School Committee last night unanimously decided 
to agree to the Education Board's selection of Mr. G. W. Kirk as second master of the school 
Mr. Kuk is at present third assistant at the Terrace School  

1900	
 1900 513 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £345.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £220.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Kirk George William D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Craig Maggie H D1 Assistant Female  £125.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D2 Assistant Female  £90.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Kenny Ida G D3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Zohrab Clara   Female Pupil Teacher  £45.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Jacob Margaret H E3 Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Houghton Jessie   Female Pupil Teacher  £ 42.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Robertson Jessie   Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Vaughan Frederick   Male Pupil teacher  £32.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Shaw Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher  £32.00  
1900 513 Rintoul  Street Christie Ida   Female Pupil Teacher  £25.00  

Jessie Robertson was a pupil teacher for 8 years: 1894-1896 Paraparaumu 1897-1899 
Kilbirnie and 1900-1901 Rintoul Street 
Frederick Vaughan started his career for the Wellington Education Board as a Pupil Teacher 
at Clyde Quay in 1899 and Rintoul Street 1900-1902 and Mitchelltown in 1903. 1904 to 1905 
assistant master at Mount Cook Boys’. Then as master and then Headmaster he was at 
Paraparaumu from 1906 to 1917. From around  1919 to my records end in 1923 he was at Taita  
school as Headmaster 
6th January 1900 Patriotic Fund [For the Boer War in South Africa] The South 
Wellington (Rintoul-streel) School Committee last night set an example which is worthy of 
emulation by other committees who have surplus funds, by voting £5 5s to the Patriotic Fund. 
17th January 1900  "Irene" writes, commending the action of the South Wellington State 
School Committee in donating £5 5s out of its ' surplus funds to the Patriotic Fund, and  feels 
sure that other committees will not  be slow in following the lead thus given 
17th January 1900 he lecture hall of the South Wellington School was on Monday night the 
scene of one of the most enthusiastic gatherings ever held in South Wellington, when about 
500 ladies and gentlemen met the new member for the Suburbs, Mr T. M. Wilford. The 
chairman, Mr Frederick Sears, said he had received letters of apology from the Hon J. 



McKenzie, the Hon W. C. Walker, the Hon. W. Hall-Jones and Mr Harold Beauchamp. 
Dancing, interspersed with songs and speeches, was kept up till daylight. It was after midnight 
when the Premier rose to address the gathering. He wished all present happy and prosperous 
New Year. The close of last year gave great promise to New Zealand! for at least three years 
"Irene" writes, commending the action of the South Wellington State School Committee in 
donating £5 5s out of its ' surplus funds to the Patriotic Fund, and ] feels sure that other 
committees will not [ be slow in following the lead thus given 
3rd February 1900 The South Wellington State School picnic is to be held on Friday, the 9th 
instant. 
8th February 1900   Mr Feltham. now pupil teacher at Rintoul street School, to be third assistant 
at Mount Cook Boys’ School;  
10th February 1900 The annual picnic of the South Wellington School took place at Day’s Bay 
yesterday. About 500 scholars, together with the headmaster (Mr Flux), teaching staff and 
committee, were ferried across the harbour by the steamer Duchess. A programme of sports 
was commenced soon after arrival at the Bay, the boys’ championship (100 yard, 220 yards 
and 440 yards) being won by Frank Mitchinson, and the girls’ championship (100 yards and 
220 yards) by Mabel Green. 
12th February 1900. Miss Reith Rintoul Street School elected a member of the NZ Educational 
Institute 
12th March 1900 THE SOUTH WELLINGTON STATE SCHOOL, SOUTH 
WELLINGTON. The Committee of the above School are in no way responsible for the 
children who reside outside the district being sent away from the school, the Education Board 
having through its Inspector instructed the Headmaster in the matter. FREDERICK SEARS, 
Chairman. 
26th April 1900 The meeting of parents and householders in the South Wellington school 
district was attended by about fifty people. Mr Joshua Bell was voted to the chair. The 
secretary, Mr Hearle, read the committee's report, which stated that during the year, £72 had 
been received from the Education Board, and that .£85 11s 6d had been raised by means of a 
sale of work and bazaar. The total receipts for the year amounted to £185 8s 5d, and, after 
payment of all accounts, there remained a credit balance of £ll. A school piano was purchased 
at a cost of £68. The report was carried by acclamation. The following were elected members 
of the committee for the ensuing year: —Messrs Frederick Sears, Edward Hearle, Frederick 
Matthews, James Osborn, Joshua Bell, John Wm. Davis, Thomas Hoar, R. A. Gray, W. 
Williams. 
30th April 1900 Indian Famine Relief Fund: teachers and scholars of the South  Wellington 
(Rintoul street) School. £5 14s; 
29th June 1900 Mr Flux in an address to the Wellington Diocesan Synod stated: Mr. Flux said 
he would give pleasure to children in a higher form than picnic and prizes, which were really 
a species of bribery. In the day' schools with which he had been connected he had experienced 
no difficulty in doing away with the system of prize-giving," and had spent the money in 
improving the school library and school apparatus. 
25th July 1900 [I think this is about South Wellington] A “social” was tendered last night by 
the teachers and committee of the Berhampore School to Mr F. W. Sears (the retiring chairman 
of the committee) and Mr Williams (secretary). There was an attendance of over fifty couples 



at the function. Mr Flux, the headmaster of the school, and Mr Searle, the present chairman of 
the school committee, each spoke in appreciative terms of the work done by the guests of the 
evening. Mr Sears responded, eulogising the teaching staff of" the school for the manner in 
which the duties were carried out. During the evening musical items were given by Miss 
Billman and Messrs Sears, Osborne and Flux. Mr Feltham contributed a recitation and, Mr 
Hoare gave a reading. Games and dancing were indulged in till an early hour, and a thoroughly 
enjoyable time was spent. 
26th July 1900 Wellington Education Board: May Hutchen resigned 
2nd August 1900 In a review of school staffing the Wellington Education Board stated that 
Rintoul Street had three pupil teacher in excess of staff according to the Board’s regulations. 
30th August  1900 Wellington Education Board: Miss Edith Carroll pupil teacher’s resignation 
accepted 
22nd November 1900 Mr William Burton, of Auckland, who is an enthusiast on the subject of 
.art and culture in everyday life, is at present in Wellington. lie lectured, on the loth to scholars 
of the Rintoul street State School, and during his stay in the city he intends to visit other 
schools. An admirer of Buskin. Lubbock and other high thinkers, Mr Burton aims at enforcing 
their teachings on his youthful audiences. About six years ago, Mr Burton paid a previous visit 
to Wellington, his recent tour down she west coast of this island convinced him that much 
might be done, and at very little cost in money, to make some of the school buildings, especially 
as regards their interiors, more artistically attractive. 
19th December 1900 The breaking-up' entertainment of the South Wellington public school 
last night was a highly successful function there being an attendance of several hundreds of 
parents and friends. The pupils, assisted by Messrs Flux and Kirk contributed the following 
programme. during the evening -Overture. “Assembly Grand March, school orchestra; 'songs 
“Ye Mariners of England” and ‘'Laugh and Grow Fat N . Standard  VII. ; castanet drill, infant 
boys and girls : song,, “Plymouth bound,' Mr Kirk"; gavotte, upper girls; songs. “'Away  in the. 
Meadows and Evening on the Lake.” Standards V. and VI manual and firing drill, school cadets 
song. “The Romany Lass, Mr Flux ; choruses. “Fairy Voices,” infant girls : overture. ‘'Orynthin 
Gavotte, school orchestra ; song. “I fear no Foe. Mr Kirk; national flag drill and song, infant 
boys, in khaki; songs “THE Huntsman’s Chorus,” and ‘‘The Troubadour. Standards V. and 
VI.: garland drill., Standard IV Girls recitation just before Christmas. Master Spencer  Booth : 
songs, “Jingle Bells and Dulcie Domum Standard VII.; Physical Drill  school cadets; song. 
The. Bell-Ringer .Mr Flux; “Quarrel of the flower-,,  Father Christmas and girls. The 
entertainment will be repeated this evening  

1901	
1901 513 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £310.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £220.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Kirk George William D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Craig Maggie H D1 Assistant Female  £130.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D2 Assistant Female  £100.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Kenny Ida G D3 Assistant Female  £90.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Richardson Jessie M A2 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Zohrab Clara M H  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00  



1901 556 Rintoul  Street Robertson Jessie L  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Hitchcock Maria  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Shaw Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher  £40.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Vaughan Frederick T  Male Pupil teacher  £40.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Christie Ida  Female Pupil Teacher  £30.00  
1901 556 Rintoul  Street Rigg Maud M  Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00  

Jessie M Richardson was a Pupil Teacher at Thorndon Infants’ in 1892 and in 1893 and 1894 
was presumably at Training College:  In 1895 to 1897 she was a pupil teacher at Thorndon. 
1898 to 1900 was an assistant at Levin DHs, In 190 she was at Rintoul Street and 1902 at Mt 
Cook Infants’ 
1903/3061 Jessie Mary Richardson  Charles Guy Powles 
 C G Powles was a Lieutenant Colonial in the first world war 
1923/8733 Powles Jessie Mary 48Y 
 
Maria Hitchcock was a pupil teacher at  Mt Cook Infants’ 1899-1900 and Rintoul Street 1901. 
At training college in 1902 she was back at Rintoul Street/South Wellington  in 1903 to 1905. 
From 1906 to at least 1917 she was teaching for the Normal School.  
Maud M Rigg was a pupil teacher at Rintoul Street 1901 to 1904 and was then at Newtown 
School in the secondary department in 1906 and 1907 
17th January 1901. Edith M Hind South Wellington finished 4th in the Queen’s scholarship 
examination 
30th January 1901 First Round of discussion of salaries for teachers’  
Rintoul ’ street — 
G. Flux, Current £295; Proposed increase £21 5s 
M. H. Craig, £125; £35  
E. Reith, £90 £3 
J. Robertson, £42; £8  
C  Zohrab, £36 ; £14 
E. Shaw, £32 ; £8  
I Christie, £25 ; £5  
26th March 1901 The following additional subscriptions have been received towards the 
Queen’s Statue Fund:—Included: Scholars of Rintoul street School, £3;  
25th June 1901 Teachers’ Salaries Commission report included: Miss Craig, head of the infant 
department in the Rintoul street school, urged that there should be a pension scheme for, 
teachers. The salaries paid to women teachers were very inadequate. She was in favour of a 
colonial scale because under it teachers would net be subject to reduction of salary whenever 
the finances of a Board got into difficulties. Under a colonial scale, the rate of teachers’ salaries 
would be more sure. Education Boards, she thought, wore necessary, but they should be 
required to observe a colonial scale. There was no woman teacher in Now Zealand who 
received anything like the salary that was paid to the heads of some of the dressmaking 
establishments in Wellington. She ' thought pupil teachers had too much to do, especially those 
who had not matriculated. She did not think cases of breakdown were very rare.  



26th September 1901 Wellington Education Board: Applications for . works at Mount Cook 
and Rintoul street schools were referred to the Clerk of Works 
18th November 1901  The annual examination for fifty primary drawing scholarships, open for 
scholars holding a full first-grade drawing certificate, will be held on Monday, the 2nd 
December at the various schools. Applications, which closed on Friday last, nave been received 
from the following schools : — Mount Cook Boys, "Terrace, Mount Cook Girls, South 
Wellington, Worser Bay, Brooklyn, Pahautanui, Kilbirnie, Clyde-quay, Karori. The total 
number of candidates is 141. 
9th December 1901 The problem of how best to deal with the increasing school population 
of South Wellington is one which the Education Board is called upon to face. A suggestion has 
been made that it would be a good thing if a girls’ school were established, and the two existing 
schools devoted to boys. A consideration which lies behind this suggestion is that under the 
present educational scheme girls and boys receive _ instruction in special subjects. For 
instance, whilst girls are initiated into the basic ideas of domestic economy in its more essential 
branches, boys are required to give some of their time to science. Cookery rooms and 
laboratories are therefore indispensable. The mixing of the sexes has its advantages, in the 
encouragement of self-control, courtesy and chivalry, but the demands made by a modern 
curriculum must not be overlooked. Such are some of the matters which weigh with advocates 
of a girls’ school for South Wellington. 
17th December 1901 The breaking-up entertainment in connection with the South 
Wellington School will, be held on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The programmes will 
comprise drills, songs, etc., and a performance of "Cinderella” 
19th December 1901 For the breaking-up entertainment of the South Wellington School, held 
last night, tie main schoolroom was packed to the doors. The first part of the programme 
consisted of an overture by the school orchestra, tambourine drill by girls of the lower form, 
songs by Messrs. Flux and Kirk, an action-recitation by six girls, physical drill by the cadets, 
and drill by the boys. The second part comprised a production of " Cinderella," the characters 
being taken by Miriam Begg, Violet Franklin, Mary Flux, Stanfield Hayes, Miss Flux, and Mr. 
E. Feltham. The entertainment is to be repeated this evening 
31st December 1901 Wellington Education Board: Assistant, Rintoul street. Salary £80 
 

1902	
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £327.40  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £235.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Kirk George William D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Craig Margaret H D1 Assistant Female  £150.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D2 Assistant Female  £110.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Collins Florence B D2 Assistant Female  £105.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female  £95.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Hawley Agnes   Assistant Female  £80.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Vaughan Frederick T   Male Pupil teacher  £50.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Shaw Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher  £40.00  
1902 542 Rintoul  Street Rigg Maud M   Female Pupil Teacher  £40.00  



1902 542 Rintoul  Street Christie Ida   Female Pupil Teacher  £30.00  
Florence B Collins was a pupil teacher at Newtown 1893-1898. She was sole teacher at 
Mangamahoe 1899 to 1901[When the railway line was being pushed from Masterton to 
Eketahuna Mangamahoe was a railway town with a camp being set up there. This was the 
terminal for passengers. 27 Kilometres North on Opaki Kaipororo Road]Then 1902 -1906 was 
at  Rintoul Street/South Wellington until 1906 
1906/6657 Florence Bertha Collins Frederick John Ward Christie 
Laura E Baird was a Pupil Teacher at Te Aro 1894 to 1901. Then an assistant female at 
Rintoul Street/South Wellington 1904 to 1911. In 1912 was staying at Brammerton Taueru in 
the Wairarapa 
Agnes Hawley  was an assistant teacher at Rintoul Street in 1902 and sole teacher at Kaitoke 
in 1903 [There was an Agnes D Hawley teaching from 1914 to at least 1923] 
1st January 1902 Wellington Education Board: Assistant Rintoul Street £80 
5th February 1902 Wellington Education Board: New teacher salaries included: Rintoul 
street, Maggie Craig, present salary £125, colonial salary £150: Alex McKenzie, £220—£235; 
Ella Reith, £90—£110; Ida Kenny, £80—£105; Jessie Richardson, £80—£95; Frances Benzoni 
, £50—£80 
5th March 1902 Wellington Education Board:  asphalt, Rintoul street, £50. 
6th March 1902 Some exchanges in the teaching staffs of city schools have been made with 
the approval of the Education Board and of the committees concerned. Miss Baird is going 
from the Thorndon to the Rintoul street School, and Miss Benzoni from Rintoul street to 
Thorndon. Miss Richardson (Rintoul street) will exchange positions with Miss Collins(Mount 
Cook Infants). 
26th March 1902 TENDERS for Asphalting to be done at the Rintoul-street School will be 
received at the Education Board Office up to Noon of THURSDAY, the 27th inst. 
Specifications to be seen at the School, Rintoul street, and at the Office. A.' DORSET, 
Secretary 
25th April 1902 Report of Ladies Christian. Miss Greenwood (President) also read the report 
of the Levin Home for Children. It showed that the present number of children is 24, and that 
there had not been any serious sickness during the year. An attached report; by Mr. G. 'Flux, 
headmaster oi the South Wellington School, was to the effect that the general conduct of the 
children in the Home was very satisfactory.  
29th April 1902 [Under a heading of Berhampore] Mr. John Beu, Chairman of the Committee, 
presided over the meeting held at the Rintoul-street School. Just upon fifty persons were 
present. The annual report made sympathetic reference to the death of the late chairman (Mr. 
Hearle) during his term of office. Improvements to the school's grounds had been effected 
during the year. As provision had been made for cricket and football for the boys,' the 
committee had decided to provide an asphalt tennis-court for the girls. This work had been 
initiated, but it would be for the incoming committee to supervise and complete it. The 
committee had tried hard to have the school buildings painted, but had failed so far, owing to 
the lack of funds by the Education Board. The balance-sheet read by the Treasurer (Mr. J. 
Osborne) showed that the year closed with a credit balance of £17 15s 6d. The report and 
balance-sheet were adopted. The head master (Mr. Flux), in the course of an address, said the 



roll contained 656 names  and there was an average attendance of 560 scholars. It was serious 
to note that on an average there were over 100 scholars absent every day. He trusted the parents 
would see that their children were regular in their attendance. There was still a difficulty in the 
matter of accommodation. The school was equipped for 538 scholars, yet during the past 
quarter the average attendance had, been 579, and there had been days when 600 children were 
present. The school was overcrowded, and he had had at times during recent months to turn 
children away. There were twelve candidates for the new committee, and the following nine 
were elected : — Messrs W. Mounter, F. W. Barnett, J. Beu, A. W.. Lowe, J. Osborne, H. 
Parker, W. Dear, R. Gray, and H. G. Price.  
At a meeting of the committee Messrs Beu and Osborne were re-elected Chairman and 
Secretary respectively. 
1st May 1902 Wellington Rugby Union: It was announced that the Rintoul street schoolboys 
had won the public., schools competition last year, and the treasurer was instructed to forward 
the  football usually presented by the union for that competition 
8th May 1902 After school hours at the South Wellington School yesterday the pupils of the 
Sixth and Seventh Standards entertained 150 of the old boys and girls of the school at afternoon 
tea. A very pleasant time was spent in chat and reminiscences of school life. This :is the second 
annual meeting held, and it was unanimously decided to call a meeting at an early date in order 
to organise an association of old boys and girls. The good muster proved that there is no lack 
of enthusiasm and esprit de corps. The headmaster, Mr. Flux, before the party broke up thanked 
all who had helped to make the meeting a success, and then all joined in singing. " Auld Lang 
Syne"' and "God Save the King”- 
24th May 1902 The Rintoul street School Committee last evening passed the following 
resolution and ordered a copy to be forwarded to the Licensing Committee: — “That this 
committee begs to enter a strong protest against the. granting of a license to the proposed betel 
at the corner of Rintoul and Stoke streets.” 
29th May 1902 Wellington Education Board:  In reference to an application for additional 
accommodation at the Rintoul street school, it was decided to reply that ample accommodation 
would ho provided by the new school now nearly, completed at Newtown 
4th June 1902 A protest having been sent to the Education Board against the election of 
the Rintoul street School Committee, on the ground of certain alleged irregularities, the Board 
intends to make inquiries in regard to this election, and also the one at Muritai, concerning 
which a protest has also been made.  
19th June 1902 Last night Mr Alex. McKenzie, one of the masters of South Wellington Public 
School, was presented by .Mr Hempleman, secretary of, the Public Schools Union (acting on 
behalf of that body), with a case of cutlery suitably inscribed. The presentation was made to 
mark the esteem in which Mr McKenzie’s services are held by the union, and_ also as a token 
of goodwill towards him on the occasion of his becoming a benedict. The recipient of the gift 
suitably responded, after which his health was drunk in bumpers by the gathering.  
26th June 1902 Wellington Education Board: The following resignations were accepted:— Ida 
Kenny, Rintoul street;…… . The Rintoul street. Cross’s Creek and Muratai school elections 
were declared valid.  
27th June 1902 Something like 800 children hugely enjoyed themselves at the Rintoul-street 
School yesterday afternoon. There was no ceremony, but the little folk were regaled with' tea, 



cake, and fruit. The head master (Mr. George Flux), and the Chairman of the Committee (Mr. 
Beu were in charge of affairs, and there were many assistants, including members of the 
"Committee, the teaching staff, and ladies and gentlemen from the district.  
28th July 1902  An enjoyable gathering of pupils, ex pupils, teachers, committee and friends 
.took place at the South Wellington School on Friday. Over 200 persons were present. During 
the evening the Chairman of the Committee (Mr. J. Beu) congratulated Mr. S. W. S. 
MacKenzie, one of the teaching staff, on his approaching marriage, and on behalf of the ex-
pupils presented him with a clock, suitably inscribed. 
1902/1578 Ida Grace Kenny Alexander  McKenzie 
Ida Grace Kenny was a teacher at Rintoul Street 
2nd August 1902   A meeting; of the Ex-pupils of the South Wellington School was held in the 
school last night when it was decided to form an association. Mr. G. Flux (head master) was in 
the chair. A strong committee was elected and instructed to organise and formulate rules. Mr. 
Flux was elected President, and Messrs F. J. Sears and G. McColl Secretary and Treasure! 
respectively. 
28th August 1902 It was reported to the Education Board yesterday that the following 
applications for cadet corps or detachments had been forwarded to Major Loveday, 
Commanding Officer of the Public Schools Cadets: — Mount Cook Boys, No. 1 Company, 48 
all ranks ; No. 2 Company, 57 ; Te Aro, 53; Terrace, 58; Clyde-quay, 72; Thorndon, 68: Newt 
own, 48; South Wellington, 64….. 
5th November 1902 Wellington Education Board: A request for horizontal bars at Rintoul 
street School was declined. 

1903	
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Flux George D1 Head Master  £324.80  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £235.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Craig Margaret H D1 Mistress  £150.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Kirk George William D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Reith Ella D2 Assistant Female  £110.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Collins Florence B D2 Assistant Female  £105.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female  £95.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Hitchcock Maria D4 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Shaw Elizabeth  FP4  £50.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Rigg Maude M  FP4  £50.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Fleming Elizabeth M  FP4  £50.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Christie Ida  FP3  £40.00  
1903 560 Rintoul  Street Kean Euphemia R  FP3  £40.00  

Maria Hitchcock  See 1901 
Elizabeth M Fleming  was a pupil teacher at Mt Cook Infants 1893-1894: Mitchelltown 1895-
1902: and Rintoul Street in 1903 
Euphemia R Kean was a pupil teacher at Rintoul Street/South Wellington 1903-1904. 1906-
1911 Mount Cook Girls’ as an assistant. 1912 and 1913 was spent at Masterton in the 
Lansdowne School. Then 1914 to at least 1917 was back at South Wellington  Resigned from 
Wellington Education Board January 1919 



1972/26458 Kean Euphemia Ruby 30 May 1884 
11th February 1903 Pupil Teacher Examinations: Passed 4th Year F Vaughan Rintoul Street: 
3rd Year F Vaughan Rintoul Street [As printed]: 3rd Year Maud Rigg Rintoul Street: 2nd Year 
Ida Christie Rintoul Street 
26th February 1903 Wellington Education Board: The Rintoul street Committee were granted 
£2O (£1 for £1) towards the cost of installing gas in the sohoolhouse and other necessary works 
2nd March 1903 Wellington Education Board Miss Player, who has been on the staff .at Rintoul 
-struct for some time, returns to the To Aro School, in place of Miss Hitchcock, -who has, been 
promoted to Rintoul -street. 
20th May 1903 A portion of a shrapnel shell which had been kept at the public school, Rintoul 
street, for some exploded under a grate on Thursday, with disastrous effects to the fireplace 
and its surroundings. The grate was practically blown to pieces. Fortunately no one was 
seriously injured. One child was lightly struck by a splinter of wood 
27th May 1903  In accordance with the wish expressed by the Government through the 
Education Department to the Education Board, the schools in the province were all closed on 
Monday in celebration of Empire Day, winch fell on Sunday. The suggestion of the 
Government was that there should be a small ceremony of a patriotic nature at each of the 
schools, and this was given effect to at several of the city institution……The Rintoul 
street ceremony took place on Friday.  
29th May 1903  ln reference to your "local" about the explosion of ta fragment of shell at the 
Rintoul street school School, I deny ever having treated the mutter lightly to Mr. Bradey or 
anybody else. I stated to that gentleman that the newspaper report was exaggerated, and I say 
so still. For instance, your report stated that "the grate was blown to smithereens ." I deny this. 
It is true the bottom of the grate was damaged, necessitating  a new grating, .but it wus an 
exaggeration to say that the grate was blown to smithereens. The matter was serious enough 
without this addition to it, and nobody regretted the accident more than I did. To say that I 
treated it lightly is not true. Further, your "local" states that the Education Board decided that 
"extreme carelessness had been shown. To justify this it must be proved that the teaching staff 
were aware of the dangerous character of the fragment, or else that from the nature of the 
fragment,, they should have been aware of its dangerous character. ' Aft a matter of fact, the 
fragment had every appearance of being a part of an already exploded shell. —I am, etc., 
GEO. FLUX. Wellington, 28th May, 1903. 
3rd June 1903 In reply to Mr Robertson, the chairman of the Board of Education stated at last 
week’s meeting that an investigation had been made concerning the recent explosion of a shell 
at the Rintoul street . It was found that some damage had been, don© to the .grate and the 
mantelpiece, and that the ceiling had been marked; and if the charge had gone outward instead 
of upward, some of the children would have been killed. Some members expressed the opinion 
that carelessness had been shown in the matter, but finally the consideration of the subject was 
deferred until the Board had had an opportunity of examining the remains of the exploded shell. 
9th June 1903 Mr George Flux, headmaster of the Newtown public school, has been taking an 
active part in the "no-license” crusade, which is, as everyone knows, one of the 'most 
engrossing political issues of the day. Now, nobody would seek to deprive teachers of any of 
the rights of citizenship, and possibly 'Mr Flux is within his rights in acting as he has done, 



even though he may be an officer in the no-license league. It is, however, a different matter 
when ho is found attending the meeting of the Licensing Committee and lodging an objection 
to the granting of a particular license. A public servant who does such things is clearly 
overstepping that line of prudent impartiality which should limit the conduct of men whom the 
State entrusts with grave responsibilities. The indiscretion becomes much worse, if, as wo are 
informed is the case, Mr Flux was absent from his duties without leave Wo are open to 
correction if our information is wrong; but if the fact be stated, surely a public school teacher 
who leaves his school without leave, in order that he may take part in a political movement- 
that is dividing the community in which he labours, is guilty of an infraction that calls at least 
for severe censure. If, on the other hand. Mr Flux obtained leave of absence for the purpose 
stated, then the Board of ,Education is to blame for having granted it. Either the Board must 
deal with Mr Flux, or the Minister of Education must deal with the Board, in the interests of 
the public and in vindication of the rule which forbids the employees of the State taking part in 
political movements. We trust that the matter will receive close and immediate attention, and 
that action will be taken to prevent a precedent of a dangerous kind being established. 
19th June 1903 The Rintoul street School Committee intends to construct a swimming bath at 
the school grounds, and some correspondence with the municipal authorities has passed on the 
subject. The Baths and City Reserves Committee, after considering the matter, proposed to the 
City Council last night that consent be granted to the committee to construct the bath on the 
following conditions:—(1) That the bath be filled once a fortnight, say on a Sunday afternoon; 
(2) that the cost of the service be paid for by the School Committee, and that the City Engineer 
be empowered to stop the supply of water if at any time it should be found necessary to do so 
in the interest of the public; (3) that water ho paid for at the rate of 6d per thousand gallons. 
Councillor Luke objected that the cost of filling the bath, which would hold 60,000 gallons, 
would involve serious strain on the committee’s finances, and he moved that sub-clause 3 
should be struck out. Councillor Barber seconded this, but the amendment was objected to by 
Councillor Devine, who said that the Council could nod; afford to make a present of water free 
to any class of the community. If this amendment wero agreed to, all classes should be treated 
alike. The amendment was carried by nine votes to five. Tt was then proposed by Councillor 
Godber that a charge of 3d per thousand gallons should be levied, but this was lost by eight 
votes to six, the Council thus deciding to giro the water free of charge. It was decided that the 
work of constructing the bath should be done to the approval of the City Engineer. 
19th June 1903 Wellington  City Council: That the South Wellington School Committee be 
informed that the question of the formation of a footpath in front of school Rintoul-street, is 
included in the estimate for the year. 
26th June 1903 The recent explosion of a shell at the Rintoul street ,School was the subject of 
further discussion at yesterday’s meeting of the Board of Education, Mr Flux having submitted 
a report on the subject, in which lie explained that the fragment of shell winch had exploded 
.had been in the school for four years  and was supposed to have been harmless. Mr Flux added 
that he had himself used it for the purpose of illustrating a lesson only a fortnight before, and 
had thou told the scholars that it was a piece of exploded shell, and therefore harmless. A piece 
of the shell was produced at the meeting, and members took the opportunity to give some object 
lessons as to the formation of shells, with explanatory notes concerning the effects produced 
by explosions, in the course of the discussion, Messrs Robertson and Young expressed the 



opinion that great carelessness had been shown in this case. Mr Lee said that if the Board was 
going to investigate every accident that happened in the schools, it would have its work out 
out. He became reminiscent concerning some teacher who, in conducting an experiment with 
sodium, put in an ounce instead of a grain, with the result that surprising effects followed. In 
that case, the accident was mentioned at a meeting of the Board but was not made the subject 
of any investigation. He thought that a matter of this kind might very well be left to the school 
committee. -Finally the Board passed to the next item on the order paper. 
16th July 1903  In another column the South Wellington School Committee invites the 
residents of the district to attend a public meeting to be held in the Rintoul-street Schoolroom 
on Monday next. The object of the meeting is to forward the movement for the construction of 
swimming baths in the school -grounds. The baths 'are intended primarily for the instruction of 
the pupils, but ft is proposed that they should also be placed at the disposal of residents in the 
district. The chair at the public meeting is to be occupied by the Mayor of Wellington (Mr. J. 
G. W. Aitken, M.H.R.), and among the other speakers will be Messrs. J. Duthie, George Fisher, 
W. H. P. Barber, M.H.R.'s, and J. P. Luke. 
21st July 1903 The Rintoul-street School Committee is to be congratulated on its- efforts to 
provide in a swimming bath a want long felt by the residents of South Wellington. We trust 
that the public meeting held last night to .inaugurate the movement v. ill awaken widespread 
interest and load to generous donations towards this worthy object. The proposed baths will be 
primarily devoted to the use of the children attending the Newtown, Berhampore, and Island 
Buy schools, but they may, it is suggested, also be placed at the disposal of the ordinary public 
for a small charge during certain hours. The benefits the school-children would derive from 
them need no explanation, and the public of Newtown is not provided, as are the people of Te 
Aro and Thorndon, with municipal baths.  
21st July 1903 On the invitation of the Committee of the South. Wellington School, about fifty 
persons, including several ladies, attended the Rintoul-street Schoolroom last night to consider 
the Committee's proposal to construct swimming baths in the school grounds. The Mayor of 
Wellington presided, and he had with him Messrs. John Duthie and W. H. P. Barber, M.H.R.'s, 
Councillors J. P. Luke, D. McLaren, and Wiltshire, G. Flux (Headmaster), and members of the 
Committee. The Minister of Education sent a telegram expressing regret for absence, and "A 
Parent" sent a contribution of £5. The Chairman said the proposal to erect baths in the Rintoul-
street school grounds was no new thing. A proposal was made in 1897, and a special committee 
was set up to consider the matter but found legal difficulties in the way.. It was to be hoped 
that the present movement of the Committee would prove successful. It would be a good thing 
if all our public schools had the area, of playground Rintoul-street School had. The educational 
authorities had failed sadly in not providing schools with plenty of spare grounds, and it was 
to be hoped that this would be seen to in. the future. The Rintoul-street Committee were 
enterprising men, as this movement proved. The Committee had plans prepared for baths 75 
feet long, 25 ft wide, and of varying depth. It was not only helpful for boys and girls to learn 
the art of swimming, but they would find it healthful and pleasant. Mr. W. H. P  .Barber was 
sure the baths would prove a great benefit to the district, and the school would be further 
equipped to help develop the bodies as well as the minds of the pupils. Mr. John Duthie said 
the people of South Wellington should be glad that they had such an enterprising body of men 
in their midst. One of the desirable things in school life was the acquisition of the art of 



swimming. The speaker devoted some time to a criticism of modern methods of education. He 
was inclined to the opinion that athletics were being rather overdone by the rising generation. 
It was the wall-balanced life we should build up and should emulate the methods of Germany 
arid America in advanced education. Councillor J. P. Luke expressed the hope that the baths 
would be erected during Mr. Aitken's term of office. In its efforts to construct the baths the 
School Committee was taking up a duty which should have been performed by the City 
Council. Therefore it would be quite within the rights of the Council for it to give the 
Committee a grant in aid. Councillor D. McLaren was convinced that the Committee was 
taking the right step in seeking to establish swimming baths. He suggested that, in raising its 
funds, the Committee could reasonably appeal not only to the athletic bodies in the city, but 
the city's industrial unions also, for this was more than a local question.  
Mr. G. Flux (Headmaster) ' said the movement had the fullest approval and sympathy of 
himself and his staff, and he thought the Committee could get aid from the Government under 
the Technical Education Act.  
• Mr. A. A. Whitelaw (Secretary), spoke on behalf of the Committee. He felt very sanguine 
that the £500 required would soon be raised. 'The Committee had already given financial help, 
its Chairman (Mr. J. Beu) had given £5, and he felt sure other help would soon be given. 
Probably the Government and the City Council would also be asked for subsidies. '  
Mr. W. Allan, a member of the Board of Education, said he was afraid the Board could not 
give much, if any, financial aid. The thanks of the Board were due. to the Committee for its 
enterprise. He moved — "That this meeting is in the fullest sympathy with the Committee's 
project and promises to do "all in its power to .help on the movement." Mr. Broad, in seconding 
the motion, said he 'could not see why the Committee should have to face all the financial 
difficulties 
2nd October 1903 Wellington Education District  Alexander McKenzie  commanding the 
South Wellington Public School Cadet Company to be quartermaster 
3rd October 1903  SOUTH WELLINGTON" STATE SCHOOL. WRITTEN applications are 
hereby invited for Caretaker of the above School (male or female) up to 20th October. 
Particulars of duties and renumeration may be seen at the school during school hours on 
application to the Head Master. Applications to be addressed to the undersigned. JAMES 
OSBORNE, Secretary South Wellington School Committee, Glencoe-street 
15th October 1903 The committees of nearly fifty schools in the Wellington district have 
applied for recognition from the Government for manual and technical instruction. The subjects 
taught include modelling in clay, carving, brushwork, etc. even swimming is taught in some 
schools. The applications have come from the following places; included Rintoul St 
16th October 1903 RINTOUL-STREET SCHOOL. A MEETING of Householders of 
the South Wellington School District, especially Parents of Children attending the Rintoul 
street School, will be held in the Schoolroom , Rintoul-street, on TUESDAY NEXT, at 8 p.m., 
to consider a notice issued by the Education Board— "That the number of scholars must be 
reduced." A monster meeting is requested, as the matter is one that seriously affects all who 
have children attending the school. J. BEIT, Chairman of School Committee. 
20th October 1903 RINTOUL STREET SCHOOL. MEETING of Householders of the South 
Wellington School District, and all Parents of Children attending the Rintoul street School, will 
be held in the Schoolroom, Rintoul street,-TO-NIGHT (Tuesday), at 8 o’clock, to consider a 



notice issued by the Education Board—- “ That the number of scholars must be reduced.” A 
monster meeting is requested, as the matter is one that seriously affects all who have children 
attending the school. .J BEU, Chairman of School Committee.  
21st October 1903 meeting, of householders of the Berhampore district was held in the Rintoul 
street School last night at the instance of the School Committee to consider a letter sent by the 
Education Board to the Headmaster of the school (Mr. G. Flux). He was instructed not to admit 
pupils in excess of the carrying capacity on the basis of twelve Square feet of floor space per 
child after the end of the current year. classrooms were not to be overcrowded. There was a 
large attendance of parents and Mr. J. Beu, Chairman of the committee, presided.  
Mr. F. W. Barnett moved, and Mr. W. H. Preston seconded, "That the School Committee and 
householders here assembled indignantly protest against the action of the Education Board in 
seeking to reduce the number of scholars attending this school instead of completing the school 
buildings and thereby affording proper accommodation for those who do attend." The mover, 
who is a member of the committee, rehearsed the history of the school, which was erected 
seven years ago, and said the Board had neglected the school all along. The buildings were 
provided with six rooms to carry on the work of seven standards, and the corridors, the library, 
and. the Head's offices were occupied by the teaching staff. They needed three more rooms or 
a separate building for the infants. Riddiford-Street and Brooklyn Schools were very much 
more commodious than the Rintoul-street Sohool. Mr. Barnett read a report which showed that 
the Board had acted on the advice of its Inspector. 
Mr. T. F. Gray thought it was unreasonable of the committee to expect the Board, under its 
straightened financial  circumstances, to make additions to the Berhampore Sohool when there 
was room in the Newtown School. Aa a resident in the district he objected to his children being 
crowded out whilst Newtown children were in attendance. He moved as an amendment, "That 
children from outside the Rintoul-street district be  turned away from the school in terms of the 
Board's letter."  
This was seconded by Mr. F. Sears, who agreed with the previous speaker's sentiments. 
 In answer to questions the Chairman said there were 276 outsiders attending the school last 
year. He also said the committee had practically no district to work upon.  
A parent, who can throw a stone from his house into the school grounds, said he was outside 
the school's boundary. But he would send his boy to the Berhampore School and nowhere else.  
Another parent, who lived nearer Rintoul-street than to Riddiford-street, said he was outside 
the former school's district. Who, he asked, would send his children to the Newtown Sohool 
from choice? (Voices : No one ) Sooner or later the Newtown School would be condemned as 
unhealthy. The Board should not have built a school on such a low site.  
In his reply, after an animated debate, Mr. Barnett said the Headmaster could not turn outside 
children away. Parents could send their children to any school they liked, and masters could 
not refuse admission. The amendment found only two supporters, and the motion was carried 
with enthusiasm.  
On the motion of Messrs. James Osborne and Charles Ridding, it was decided to send a 
deputation from the meeting to the Board to place the matter before that body ; and that the 
deputation also wait upon the Minister of Education if advisable. The mover said that by 
worrying the Premier the Newtown Committee had got additions which should never have been 
placed "in a mudhole." Mr. F. Vaughan said the deputation should urge the Government to 



allow more money for education and should also pay better salaries to teachers. The most 
important work in a democratic country was being starved. Messrs. Gray and Sears were the 
only objectors to the motion.  
On the motion of Messrs. A. A. Whitelaw and W. J. Tyerman it was resolved That immediate 
steps be taken to get the boundaries of this school district altered, as, in the opinion of this 
meeting, they are very unsatisfactory." Mr. Whitelaw said the school could not help drawing 
pupils from the whole Newtown district. There were also children attending from Maranui and 
even from Seatoun. The school must draw for some time upon the northern district. Ho 
suggested a boundary-line halfway between the Rintoul and Riddiford street Schools. It was 
ridiculous that the school boundary should be restricted' on the northern aide to a line within a 
stone's throw of the school grounds.  
One speaker urged that the committee should not ask for a boundary-line but should advocate 
that all schools should be run on their merits. Parents should be of liberty to send their children 
to the best school.  
The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 
26th October 1903 RINTOUL STREET SCHOOL. DEPUTATION TO EDUCATION 
BOARD. PARENTS of children attending the School are requested to attend at the Schoolroom 
THIS- (.Monday) EVENING, 26th inst. at 8 o’clock, to arrange details, J. BEU, Chairman 
 27th October 1903 I should like, through you, to assure the chairman of the Rintoul Street 
School Committee of the Rintoul street School Committee that my appreciation of the attitude 
of hist committee' is probably a little more keen than he gives  me credit for; also that it given 
me great pleasure to rend his admission that there really is no need for the authorities of either 
school to decry the other. Had he, as chairman of the recent public meeting, conducted that 
meeting on those lines I should not have been called upon to defend the school -which I hare 
the honour to represent. — 1 am, etc., ALEX. J. RAND, Chairman Newtown School. 
Wellington, 26th October, 1903. 
30th October 1903 YESTERDAY’S DEPUTATION. THE BOARDS’ DECISION 
UNALTERED. In reference to the agitation concerning the Rintoul street school, and the 
demand of the Education Board that, the overcrowding should not continue, a deputation of the 
residents of the district interviewed the Board of Education yesterday. Mr J. Beu, chairman of 
the school committee, headed the deputation, which comprised twelve persons.  
Mr Osborne protested against the notice issued to the headmaster to reduce the numbers of the 
school and said that from the very first the school had been incomplete, as whilst there were 
seven standards, there wero only six classrooms and the teacher and his staff found it very 
difficult to organise the school under those circumstances. - He emphasised the necessity for 
the enlargement of the school building and asked that the notice given to the headmaster should 
be withdrawn.  
M Matheson said that many of the children attending the Rintoul street school were outside the 
boundary, but within a .stone’s throw of the building, and it would be a manifest injustice to 
these children to remove them from the school. It would be an injustice also to remove children 
situated as his were, half an hour’s walk front the building and they would then have to go to 
Island Bay, over a hill without a road. He thought that ten square feet per child would be 
sufficient space in the schoolroom. 



 Mr F. A. Vaughan said that the residents seemed to be very enthusiastic in this matter. He 
suggested that matters should remain as at, present, and that the school building: be enlarged 
next year.  
Mr Ben said that the’ addition of the two rooms asked for would cost about  £200 
Mrs Bowen, one of the four ladies who were members of . the deputation Presented a petition 
from  parents, objecting to the action of .the Boards as they considered the position of the 
school more  healthy than that or the Newtown school, and believed also that the objection of 
overcrowding would be met by the enlargement of the school. 
Mr F. W. Sears, who hold views Opposed to those of the deputation, said he wished to ask a 
question; but Mr Allan objected that under the. conditions on which the members of the 
deputation had come there, the Board could net allow an outsider to cross examine them. „ 
Mr Sears retorted that he was a resident of the district; that-he .had children attending the 
school, and that he did not intend to cross-examine anyone…………….. 
31st October 1903  On the subject of the Rintoul-street school, Mr. Frederick Sears writes: — 
Mr. Lee's suggestion to the Education Board that Mr. Flux be instructed not to receive more 
pupils than the number representing ten square feet per child will not get over the difficulty of 
the overcrowding unless it is made to apply to each room separately — notably, to those used 
by Standards V., IV., III., and II. The air apace of the world was of no use to the suffocated 
victims in the Black Hale of Calcutta. If the teachers are less overworked we may expect some 
scholarships Berhampore way.  
26th November 1903 Wellington Education Board Permission was granted to change- the name 
of the Rintoul- street School to South Wellington School. 
11th December 1903  The resignation of Miss Reich from the South Wellington School was 
accepted 
11th December 1903 The East Battalion of the Wellington , Cadets paraded on the Basin 
Reserve yesterday, under Major Cowles, the parade state being as follows: Included: South 
Wellington, 41, Captain McKenzie. The boys presented, a smart appearance, and went through 
their drill in excellent style, reflecting credit on themselves and their officers 
19th December 1903 At Rintoul street school (South Wellington) a breaking-up concert was 
held on Thursday evening. The scholar’s dispersed for their holidays yesterday morning 

1904	
1904 555 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master  £328.00  
1904 555 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £235.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Craig Margaret H D1 Mistress  £150.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master  £130.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Collins Florence B D2 Assistant Female  £110.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female  £105.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Hitchcock Maria D3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Iorns Ivy   FP3  £45.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Ashley Lilian   FP1  £30.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Bird Myra   FP1  £20.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Thompson Winifred   FP1  £20.00  
1904 555 South Wellington Kean Euphemia R   FP4  £20.00  



Edgar C Feltham was a Pupil Teacher at Te Aro Infants’ in 1896 and Rintoul Street 1897 to 
1899. As an  assistant Mount Cook Boys’ 1900-1901: Terrace 1902-1903: South Wellington 
1904 -1908: Kilbirnie 1909- 1923 when my records end 
Ivy Iorns was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1904 and Masterton  1905 and didn’t 
teach again for  the Wellington Education Board  until 1909 at Lansdowne School in Masterton 
and the Normal School 1910 to 1912 and then finally in 1915 at Kaipororo south of Eketahuna 
Lilian Ashley only taught the one year for the Wellington Education Board at South 
Wellington  
Myra Bird was a pupil teacher at South Wellington 1904 to 1906 then assistant at Waikanae 
1907 to 1909 
1910/2567 Myra Bird Stuart Duncan 
Winifred V Thompson was a pupil teacher at South Wellington 1904 to 1907 and after two 
years at training college spent 1910 to 1912 at Island Bay 
15th January 1904 Wellington Education Board: Assistant South Wellington  
29th January 1904 Relieving Teacher: South Wellington : Mrs A Hawley 
18th February 1904  Fifty scholarships have been awarded to pupils of the city and suburban 
State .school by the Education Board upon work done in recent drawing examinations. The 
scholarship entitles the holder to free tuition for one year in the Technical School, provided the 
winner attends the clashes he or «ho is entitled to attend regularly and also remains throughout 
the year at a public school continuing studies there. South Wellington: Vera Pegg, Henry 
Barnard, Amy Brightwell, Elizabeth Marshall, Maggie- Logan 
26th February 1904  The Education Board has promoted Miss Benbow, of the Clyde-quay 
School, to the position of assistant at the South Wellington School [In December 1904 Miss 
Benbow was still at Clyde Quay] 
8th March 1904 Wellington Education Board: Male Assistant, South Wellington. £130. 
24th March 1904 Wellington Education Board: Miss M Rigg South Wellington resignation 
accepted 
29th March 1904 Wellington Education Board: Appointment: Mr. E. 0. Feltham of the Terrace 
School, to the position of male assistant' at South Wellington 
26th April 1904 SOUTH WELLINGTON. About one hundred attended the annual meeting, 
and Mr. J. Beu presided. The report stated that entertainments organised during the year by the 
teachers assisted the funds to the extent of £37 2s 3d, and the balance-sheet showed £2 2s to 
credit. Contributions to the amount of £40 had been collected for the proposed school 
swimming bath?, but as the cost would be £500, the Committee had decided to return the money 
to the contributors The report was unanimously. adopted, after discussion. The following 
Committee was elected  — Messrs. A. A. Whitelaw, J. Beu, J. Osborne, V. Vaughan, W. 
Mounter, J. Bell, O. Lynn, H. Cray, and J. Scott. Mr. J. Beu was elected Chairman und Mr. J. 
Osborne Secretary 
26th April 1904 That the Government be urged to establish a superannuation fund for aged and 
infirm teachers." Mr. Joplin (headmaster) »poke strongly in support of the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. Motions to the same effect were also carried at the Clyde-quay, 
Newtown, Roseneath, and South Wellington meetings 



4th May 1904 TURNING PUPILS AWAY. , "Overcrowded!” This was the answer made by 
Mr G. Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington (Rintoul street) school. "We are turning away 
seven or eight pupils every day—we can’t go beyond the number the school is stipulated to 
accommodate." Twenty-five per cent, of the children on the roll attend irregularly, and it is Mr 
Flux’s opinion that this state of affairs, as well as the absolute non-attendance of scores of 
children, will not be remedied until the. Education Board seriously grapples with the question. 
27th May 1904 Wellington Education Board: Inspector  Fleming reported adversely on the 
application for a new school at Maranui, on the ground that the Kilbirnie, South 
Wellington, and Newtown Schools are within reasonable distance. The application was refused 
14th October 1904 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington— Female Assistant, £110. 
17th October 1904 The Wellington District. Institute of the New Zealand Educational Institute 
. (NZEI.) will be represented at the council meeting to be held at Wanganui in January: 1905, 
by the following delegates:—Mr H. A. Parkinson, M A. (Greytown), Mr Finlay Bethune 
(Johnsonville), -Miss M Craig (South Wellington), Miss A. Bright (Willis street), Mr S, H. 
Worboys (Kilbirnie) 
29th October 1904  On the recommendation of the South Wellington School Committee, Miss 
Collins has been appointed to the position of assistant rendered vacant by the promotion of 
Miss Benbow to Clyde quay. Miss Baird has been promoted on the South .Wellington school 
staff to fill Miss Collins’s place.  
21st November 1904 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington — - Female Assistant, 
about £95 
25th November 1904 part of a longer article included: Mr T. R. Fleming (Chief Inspector) 
pointed out that Mr Flux, the headmaster, had been asked to reduce his roll number, and he 
reduced it by about fifty. On the  motion of Mr Buchanan, the following resolution was agreed 
to: "That instructions be given to Mr Flux that neither the regulations nor the act permits the 
selection he has been making, nor is there any provision for the expulsion of a child on the 
ground of irregularity.” 
9th December 1904 Wellington Education Board:  The following resignations were accepted 
:— Miss L. Ashley, South Wellington (as from 31st December)  
14th December 1904  The applications of the South Wellington and the Terrace School 
Committees to have the Newtown and Terrace schools made into district high schools were 
referred at the last- meeting of the Education Board to a committee, with instructions to 
consider and report on the whole question of secondary education for the city……… 
15th December 1904  An excellent institution, and one that might with advantage be copied by 
other schools, is the "Journal" which is issued quarterly by the sixth standard pupils of 
the South Wellington School. The June and September issues are two thick quarto volumes, 
containing a wide range of contributions. The Journal is neatly bound  and is made up of many 
pages of neatly written manuscript and some really creditable drawings in pencil and colour by 
the children, who, under the supervision of their teacher, are entirely responsible for the 
contents oi the production, and apparently bring an enviable keenness and enthusiasm to their  
work. The "staff" is an enormous one of both boys and girls, and comprises various kinds of 
editors, art editors, business and advertising managers, weather clerks and sports, military, 
music, and other reporters. Clear and well written accounts of visits to the Petone Woollen 
Mills, the Power House, the Post Printing Works, and the Gear Meat Works, photographs, 



original stories, quaint little essays, and a hundred and one odds and ends of school children's 
interests make the Journal a delightful and curious contribution to juvenile literature. The 
benefits of the Journal are apparent from the unusual clearness of the contributors' composition. 
"We feel much encouraged," writes the young editor in the September number, "by the 
reception our effort has received, and intend to make each succeeding number of the Journal 
better than its predecessor."  

1905	
1905 544 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master  £327.00  
1905 544 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £235.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Craig Margaret H D1 Mistress  £150.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master  £150.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Collins Florence B D2 Assistant Female  £110.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female  £105.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Shine Annie E3 Assistant Female  £95.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Hitchcock Maria D3 Assistant Female  £80.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Kean Euphemia R  FP5  £50.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Miller Mary J  FP3  £45.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Bird Myra  FP3  £40.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Hind Edith M  FP3  £40.00  
1905 544 South Wellington Thompson W V  FP2  £30.00  

Annie Shine was a Pupil Teacher at Te Aro Infants’ 1897 to 1899 and Newtown 1900 to 1901 
and finally Mount Cook Girls’ 1902. 1903 and 1904 she was at Waikanae as an assistant. In 
1905 she was at South Wellington. 
1906/1114 Annie Shine Reginald John Floss 
Mary J Miller only taught for the Wellington Education Board in 1905 at  South Wellington. 
Edith M Hind was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1905 and 1906 .In 1907 and 1908 
she was at Training College and  in 1909 and 1910 taught at the Normal School 
Next record was in 1920 when she was teaching at Wellington Girls’ College with a MA. In 
1922 she was overseas in Britain touring around schools 
1949/30601 Hind Edith Miriam 62Y 
13th January 1905 GIRTON COLLEGE, BOARDING and Day School for Girls, 49, Rintoul 
St.., Wellington South. Principal— Mrs. D. C. BATES. B.A., Sydney  University. Curriculum 
— Usual school course and accomplishments. Pupils prepared for Matriculation, Civil Service, 
and other examinations. Term begins on TUESDAY, 31st January. Fees moderate. Particulars 
on application. Pupils enrolled Monday. 
28th January 1905 In a long article on need for District High Schools was this: The foregoing 
figures give a total of five hundred pupils who are eligible for “free places.” These figures do 
not include the likely candidates from Brooklyn, Karori, Roseneath, Kilbirnie, Kaiwarra, Island 
Bay, Worser Bay, and Muritai, within the immediate precincts of Wellington. Under the 
circumstances it is very satisfactory to know that the Government has approved the conversion 
of the Newtown and Terrace schools into District High Schools. 
Certificates’ 



 Standard  7 Proficiency 
Te Aro 24 41 
Newtown 37 40 
South Wellington  27 39 
Clyde Quay 31 27 
Thorndon 17 14 
Mount Cook Boys' 24 48 
Terrace 34 48 
Mount Cook Girls' 15 28 
Mitchelltown  6 
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14th February 1905 Yesterday's ceremony, when the newly constituted District High Schools 
at the Terrace and South Wellington were formally inaugurated, marks an important stage in 
the educational history of the city. 
24th February 1905 Wellington Education Board: The Chairman and Inspectors of the 
Education Board have selected the following list of pupil teachers, which was approved by the  
Board: Included: M Seagar and Edith Hind South Wellington 
28th March 1905 The cause of the fire which completely destroyed the Rintoul street State 
school on Sunday night is being inquired into. The last persons in the building were Mr and 
Mrs McInness. the cleaners engaged by the School Committee. They were engaged in sweeping 
and scrubbing the class-rooms up till between 11 a.m. and noon on Saturday. No fire was 
lighted in the school by them for any purpose;.  
The Rintoul street school was erected by Mr Alex. J. Rand from the plans of Messrs Thomas 
Turnbull and Son in. 1896 at a cost of £173-1. A tender for an addition to the school on the 
eastern frontage was lot in December, 1897, and the extra accommodation was occupied early 
in the succeeding year. The addition cost £564 8s, making the total cost for the building only 
£2298. Desks and other fittings supplied by the Board would probably run into another £7OO.  
The building, like other State schools, was uninsured. The’ only insurance held on the 
destroyed property was a line of £IOO held in the New' ’Zealand office over a piano and school 
library (some 800 volumes), adjuncts seemed by the School Committee. The headmaster (Mr 
Flux) lost a number of books, and the school records were destroyed. The teaching staff and 
scholars were also sufferers by the loss of books, school apparatus, etc. Mr Flux was engaged 
yesterday looking for suitable quarters for the temporary housing of the school-children. There 
will be the least possible delay on this score. The Education Department was duly notified of 
the destruction of the school by Mir C. L. Stewart, secretary of the Education Board, yesterday 
morning, and as plans and specifications are already in stock, it is not anticipated that there will 
be any delay in putting the work of rebuilding in hand. The Wellington Education Board has 
been, most unfortunate in the matter of fires during the past few years. 
28th March 1905 The piano destroyed by the fire at the Rintoul street school was a fine 
instrument by Brinsmead which cost seventy-five guineas. During the past eight years the sum 
of £350 was raised by concerts, promoted chiefly through the exertions of the headmaster. Mr 
Flux, and this money was expended for the benefit of the school in the purchase of books and 
other articles.  



29th March 1905 While the city brigade, aided by the Newtown brigade, was still busily 
engaged with the Lambton quay fire, the alarm was given that a serious fire was raging in 
Newtown. A glare in the sky quickly dispelled any doubt, on the point, and a considerable 
section of the spectators of the first outbreak started off in the direction indicated. On reaching 
the Basin Reserve a mass of flame on the bill at Berhampore was seen to be in possession of 
the site previously occupied by the Rintoul street public school. It was quite clear from the 
outset that nothing could save the building, and the brigade, which had been hastily summoned 
from the city, confined its efforts mainly to the work of preventing the spread of the fire to the 
adjoining houses. The origin of the fire is a .mystery. The school which accommodated some 
670 pupils of both sexes, had been unoccupied since Friday. The committee met in the head 
teacher’s room that evening, and the only persons who would have had access to the building 
in the meantime were the cleaners, who usually did their work on Saturdays. Suburban 
residents, who were about to retire for the night when the alarm was given, flocked to the scene 
in large numbers, and watched the progress of the flames until the schoolhouse was completely 
demolished. The building was a wooden one and fell an easy prey to the flames. The loss 
involved, including school furniture and requisites, must run into some thousands of pounds.  
30th March 1905 Every effort is being made to secure accommodation for the pupils of 
the South Wellington School, which was destroyed by fire on Sunday evening. Negotiations 
are in progress with the controlling authorities of St. Thomas’s Schoolroom and the Newtown 
Church , of Christo Schoolroom, and it is nob improbable that some of the pupils will be 
accommodated temporarily at the Newtown and Island Bay Schools, In the meantime the 
furniture and necessary to carry on classes are being got ready. 
31st March 1905 Wellington Education Board: The committee of the South Wellington School 
Committee waited on the Board to urge that  the Rintoul-street School, which was destroyed 
by fire some days ago, should be replaced by a more commodious school, while extra provision 
should be made for infants' classes. The Chairman replied that the Board was of the same mind 
as the committee, and the deputation would strengthen the Board’s hand in its application to 
the Department, 
31st March 1905 TO TIHE EDITOR. Sir, — Will you kindly allow me to thank all those who 
have sent me expressions of sympathy on the loss of our school by fire last Sunday night? — 
parents, old pupils, old South Wellington School teachers, and teachers of the city schools. It 
has been particularly gratifying to hear from old pupils at such a time. In years the school was 
young, quite an infant, but during a- somewhat up-hill fight for the past eight years associations 
have grown up which endeared the building to us.  
We have lost all the thousand-and-one  things which the generosity of parents and friends had 
provided : Piano, school library, pictures, staging and scenery, cadets' uniforms, rifles, etc., all 
representing a good deal of hard work for teachers and sacrifice by parents, and it seems almost 
too much to begin all over again; and yet, if we are to succeed, we must be prepared to make 
further sacrifices.  
And this brings me to the matter which I had in mind when beginning this letter— the co-
operation of parents, teachers, and pupils during the trying time before us. ' Be the Education 
Department and Education Board ever so expeditious it must be a good many months before 
wo are reinstated, and it deal of patience will need to be exercised, I would like, therefore, to 
appeal to all concerned to rally round one another, so that when the time comes for us to enter 



into our own again, wo may not be altogether disorganised. We shall be scattered in all 
directions, but if our school life has been of any real value as a training-ground, we shall have 
patience and stick together. Notification of when And where- the various classes are to 
assemble will be published in the papers as soon as the necessary buildings and furniture can 
be provided. — I am, etc., GEO. FLUX. 28th March, 1905. 
8th April 1905 Arrangements for accommodating the children of the South Wellington School 
are well advanced, and the classes will resume in a few days, on completion of certain 
alterations necessary in one or two of the buildings to be rented. The construction of school 
furniture is proceeding, and every care will be taken of the comfort of' pupils. The Newtown 
School Committee, through its chairman, Mr Rand, has placed at the disposal of the South 
Wellington School Committee the only available room in the Newtown School, 
15th April 1905 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. TEMPORARY Promises and Allotment 
of Classes are  as follows: — 
 S. VII , S. VI. — Palm-grove Schoolroom — Mr. McKenzie  
 S. V. — Newtown  School — Mr. Feltham.  
S. IV.— St. Thomas's Sunday School— Miss Collins  
S. III- Church of Christ— Miss Baird.  
S. ll.— Church of Christ— Miss Hitchcock.  
S. I. — Baptist Church, Rintoul-Street — Miss Shine.  
Preparatory — Primitive Methodist Church, Donald McLean-street—  Miss Craig and Pupil 
Teachers.  
Owing lo alterations to some of the buildings, Classes will not resume work before 
WEDNESDAY, 26th inst’  
20th April 1905 IHE Annual Mooting of Householders  in the South Wellington School 
District, for Election of a School Committee of Nine Members for the year ending 31st March, 
1906, will be held at 8 p.m. on TUESDAY, 25th April, at the Baptist Church, South Wellington. 
G. L. STEWART, 
25th April 1905 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. OWING In the holidays and bad weather 
the alterations necessary at some of the temporary permits  have been delayed The work of the 
various classes consequently will not be resumed till MONDAY, 1st May 
26th April 1905 Mr. J. Beu, Chairman of the late Committee, was voted to the chair, and 40 
persons were present. The annual report referred to the losses sustained by the recent fire, and 
thankfulness was expressed for the sympathy shown since the fire and help offered. Several 
contributions had been voluntarily forwarded, and the South Wellington Choral Society had 
offered its help. The balance-sheet showed a credit balance of £31 12s 2d. The report and 
balance sheet were adopted. The following Committee was elected for the ensuing year : —
Messrs. J. Beu, A. A. Whitelaw, J. Osborne, F. A. Vaughan, W. Mounter, G. Lynn, R. Gray, J. 
Bell, A. Cooper. Eight of the old Committee were reelected, Mr. Cooper being the new 
member, The Committee was instructed to appeal to the Education Department so as to prevent 
the school and its staff suffering in the matter of capitation through the destruction of the school 
buildings by fire. The capitation, it was considered, should be based upon the attendance of the 
past year,  
28th April 1905 . In connection with the suspicious circumstances of the fire which 
destroyed South Wellington School, and the evidence at the enquiry that men went on the 



school premises at night and played cards, Mr. W. H. Field moved on important resolution 
before the Board of Education yesterday, as follows :— "That in view of the number of large 
Schools recently destroyed by fire, the Board recommends the Government to provide 
caretaker's cottages for all large schools, on the school promises." The mover said the three 
large school fires the Board had experienced should prove a lesson. Mr. A. W. Hogg seconded, 
and the resolution was Carried without dissent. 
28th April 1905 It was notified to the Wellington Board of Education yesterday that the 
Government would pay for six months the rent of the temporary premises secured to 
accommodate the children of the South Wellington School, recently burned down. The 
Chairman (Mr. Junes Robertson) stated that after the fire the Newtown School Committee 
offered the use of all its available space, which was in striking contrast to the attitude of the 
Island Bay School Committee, which, though It had two absolutely vacant rooms, refused to 
let the children of the burned-out school come in. Fortunately, sufficient money had been found 
to provide temporary premises nearer the children's residences It was An extraordinarily selfish 
position for a School Committee to take up. Now that greater powers for committees was being 
agitated for, he hoped this was not a type of the way such powers were to be exercised. On the 
motion of Mr. A. W. Hogg, a vote of thanks was passed to the Newtown School Committee.  
28th April 1905 ITS RECENT DESTRUCTION. The committee of the Wellington Education 
Board appointed to inquire into the origin of the fire which destroyed the South 
Wellington school on the night of Sunday, March 20th, yesterday laid, its finding! before the 
Board, that “The fire originated in the middle room on the north side, on or near the floor, but 
there is no evidence before the Board to show whether the fire was the result of accident or 
design, although the circumstances are exceedingly suspicious.”  
Mr Field moved: “That in view of the number of large schools recently destroyed by fire, it be 
a recommendation to the Government to provide caretakers’ cottages tor all largo schools, on 
the premises,” The mover pointed out that at the present time a great number of school 
buildings wore left to the tender mercies of the public. It was evident that a section of the public 
was not to be trusted in those matters, from the very example of the South Wellington school, 
in regard to which they had evidence that card-playing was going on on the school premises, 
and also that a light was seen in the school at nine o’clock on the Saturday night before the fire. 
It being evident that men could go into these schools and play cards, and otherwise disport 
themselves, he thought the time had arrived when the Government should provide caretakers 
for these premises. The question of details could be left to the department but seeing that three 
largo schools had been destroyed by fire in Wellington, he thought the Government should 
receive a recommendation to this effect.  
Mr Hogg, in seconding the motion, considered that where expensive schools were erected it 
was very necessary that caretakers should be appointed. It was wrong that schools which had 
cost between £2OOO and £3OOO to erect should be left Isolated. In the case of the Wellington 
South school, there was very little doubt in his mind that the -school was wilfully set on fire, 
although there was no evidence to bring a charge homo against anyone. The motion was 
carried..  
The acting-chairman (Mr J. Robertson) said the department had intimated that it would pay the 
rent of the temporary school buddings for six months. He desired to acknowledge the action of 
the Newtown committee, who had offered the available space in their school for the use of the 



children who  had been burnt out. He mentioned this because of the attitude taken up by the 
Island Bay committee, who, although with two vacant rooms, had passed a resolution that it 
was inadvisable to fake in the children from Wellington South. He thought this was a very 
selfish position for the committee to take up. The Board passed a vote of thanks to the Newtown 
committee for its offer to accommodate some of the children. 
29th April 1905 The South Wellington Choral Society's offer to the School Committee to give 
a series of concerts in aid of the furnishing of the new school and to replace some of the many 
accessories destroyed by the late fire, has been accepted, and the first concert will be given in 
the Palm Grove Church room, Berhampore on .Monday week. It is proposed to give the second 
one in about a month, but in Newtown 
29th April 1905 Tenders are wanted for the purchase and removal of the remains of the 
old South Wellington School 
2nd May 1905 The instruction classes of South Wellington (Berhampore) Public School, 
interrupted through loss of the schoolhouse by fire were reopened yesterday in buildings that 
have been secured to meet the emergency. 
3rd May 1905  School Committee  Wellington South —Messrs J. Beu, A. A. Whitelaw, J. 
Osborne, F. A. Vaughan, W. Mounter, G. Lynn, R. Gray, J. Bell, A. Cooper. 
20th May 1905 The South Wellington School Committee, at its meeting held la it night, passed 
the following resolution; "That in the opinion of this Committee it is advisable that in cases of 
infectious diseases occurring among the pupils of a school the Head Master should be advised 
of the occurrence and instructed a« to the date when the patient or contacts should be allowed 
to return to school," It was felt that if some such official notice could be sent it would prevent 
misunderstanding, and also remove an element of danger. The Health Department has been 
written to on the subject 
26th May 1905 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, heating temporary 
schoolroom  £31:  extra kindergarten material 
15th June 1905 The school that it is proposed to put up at Wellington South to replace the one 
destroyed by fire some months «go will only accommodate 520 scholars. This accommodation 
will be insufficient for the necessities of the district, and the commit^*© of >the school is 
exercised in mind at the prospect. Yesterday afternoon it interviewed the Minister tor Education 
(Mr. Seddon), who said he was somewhat in the dark as to what was being done by the 
Education Department, In such cases as the present the Government, generally gave the 
Educations Boards an amount of money equal to the value of the school destroyed. He took it 
that the Board would erect a school to accommodate  the same number of children -as the old 
school was intended for. The Chairman of the School Committee mentioned that the old 
building had been too small for three or four years before it was burnt down children had had 
to be turned away continually. Mr. Seddon said it would not be too late to consider the matter 
again if the plans had not been definitely approved, but the committee could not possibly get a 
school to accommodate more than 700 children. That limit had been fixed, after careful 
consideration. It might be that consideration would be given to a request .for assistance from 
the .special vote passed for school buildings in newly-settled districts, seeing that there had 
been a groat increase  in South Wellingtons population. At any rate, the committee could go 
away with the satisfaction of knowing that whether the new building was one or two stories 



high provision would be made to accommodate the maximum number of  children allowed by 
the regulations.  
30th June 1905 Wellington Education Board: The Chairman informed the Board that the return 
of plans of the .South Wellington School had been asked for. He understood that the 
Department had provided plans for a school accommodating 750 children, but the school 
committee wanted a school for 1200. ,He understood the Department  was  now going to reduce 
the school as one of 600.  
28th July 1905 A number of the "old girls" of the South. Wellington School, , assisted by 
friends, gave an entertainment on Tuesday evening, in St. Thomas's School, for the benefit of 
the school library (destroyed by fire some months ago). The programme consisted of pianoforte 
selections, recitations, songs, duets, dances, and part songs, contributed by the Misses' W. and 
H. Reeve, L. Wright, M. and G. Flux, M. Phillips, A. Barnett, E. Archer, M. and I. Robinson, 
G. Nannestead, and V. Pegg. Mm. Diehl was accompanist. The performance was highly 
creditable to the young people and to Mrs. Diehl, who had taken time and trouble to train them. 
At the instance of an "old boy," votes of thanks were passed to them at the close of the 
performance. 
2nd August 1905 Wellington Education Board: A letter was received from the Government, 
stating that a grant of £7700 had been made for the re-erection in brick of the South 
Wellington school, destroyed by fire some months ago. The new school is to consist of two 
corridor" style of building adopted. The committee plumped for cue “central hall” method of 
interior construction. —It was decided that the city members of the Board confer with the 
School Committee on the matter. 
28th August 1905   In another column the Committee of the South Wellington School thanks 
Mrs. A. J. Diehl and a party of nine girls, who were ex-pupils of the school, for contributions 
towards replacing the library that was destroyed by fire with the school buildings some months 
ago. Mrs. Diehl and party raised the sum of £5 4s by means of a concert, and the South 
Wellington Choral Society, which is also thanked, raised £4 9s 9d. Contributions have also 
been received by the Committee from private individuals. Further subscriptions will be 
welcomed.  
29th August 1905 WELLINGTON EDUCATION BOARD TENDERS SOUTH 
WELLINGTON" SCHOOL TENDERS for the Re-erection (in brick! of the South 
.Wellington School, will be received by the Secretary of the Education Board  up to 6 p.m. of 
Wednesday, 13th September. Plans and specifications may be seen at the office of THOS. 
TURNBULL AND SON, Architects, "Lambton-quay.  
1st September 1905 Wellington Education Board: SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. The 
secretary reported that as the result of the conference between the Board and the South 
Wellington School Committee it had been resolved" to call for alternate tenders for (a) two 
separate buildings in brick with a central hall; b) one building in brick with central hall; and (c) 
two buildings in Brick without the central hall. The architect had advised that the second 
suggestion was impracticable, and accordingly tenders had been called for the other two. 
1st September 1905 The Education Board decided yesterday to inform the South 
Wellington School Committee that unless the accommodation for the upper standards at the 
school is suitable the classes will have to be sent to Island Bay. 



18th September 1905 A special entertainment is to be given in St. Thomas's Schoolroom, 
Newtown to-morrow evening in aid of the furnishing fund of the new building for the South 
Wellington School. An appeal is made in another column to the old scholars of .the 
Berhampore School to give their support to the entertainment. It will be remembered that the 
original school buildings were destroyed by fire and teachers and scholars were sufferers in 
that many of their books were destroyed 
20th September 1905  Some weeks ago Cabinet made a grant of £7700 to the Education Board 
to enable it to re-erect the Wellington South School in brick. It was subsequently found that in 
order to have the partitions built in brick instead of in wood it would be necessary to expend 
£8000, and Cabinet has now made an additional grant of £300 to provide for the carrying out 
of the plans in that respect. 
22nd September 1905 A tender has been let to Messrs J. and A. Wilson for construction in 
brick of the new- school at Wellington South. The work is to be completed in eight months' 
time. The building will have a central hall and will be heated with a hot water radiating system. 
When completed, The new school will, it is stated, be the finest State school in New Zealand. 
The building was designed by Turnbull and Sons, architects  The infant department will be 
conducted in a separate department, also in brick  
4th October 1905 Wellington Education Board: The [Works] committee expressed the opinion 
that the services of an inspector, or of a capable assistant to the clerk of works, were required 
during the erection of the South Wellington and other large buildings now being begun 
27th October 1905  The chairman reported that the South Wellington, Hukanui, and Masterton 
District High School buildings had been commenced.  
25th November 1905  The Premier -has acceded to the request of the South Wellington School 
Committee to preside at the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of' the new school 
buildings at Berhampore to replace the buildings destroyed by fire. The ceremony is to take 
place at 5 o'clock next Tuesday afternoon, and in another column the School Committee invites 
parents and  other persons interested in education matters to attend 
25th November 1905 THE FOUNDATION-STONE Of the NEW SOUTH  
WELLINGTON SCHOOL Will be Laid by THE RIGHT HON. THE PREMIER, Minister of 
Education, ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON NEXT, , 28th inst., At 5 o'clock. All Parents of 
Pupils and those interested in education are invited to be present. Tramcars, via Riddiford-
street for Russell terrace entrance, and via Rintoul street for Rintoul-street entrance, are 
available. JAS. OSBORNE, Hon. Secretary. 
29th November 1905 A TALK ON EDUCATION. Part of a long article: Despite the very 
unfavourable weather which prevailed yesterday afternoon, there was a large attendance of 
parents and children at the ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of the new brick school at 
Berhampore. The ceremony began at 5 and ended at 6 o'clock. The school cadets, under Captain 
McKenzie, formed a guard of honour for the reception of the Premier, who was accompanied 
by Mrs. Seddon. Mr. "William Allan (Chairman of the Education Board) was in charge of the 
proceedings, and there were present other members of the Board, its officers and inspectors, 
representatives of other schools, Mr. Flux (Headmaster) and members of the Wellington 
South School Committee, the Mayor of "Wellington and Mrs. Hislop, Mr. Barber, M.H.R., and 
others. The trowel, used for the laying of the atone Was presented by Mr. A. Wilson, of the < 
firm of Messrs. J. and A. Wilson, the builders of the school. Mr. Allan, in opening the 



proceedings, gave a history of the school, making the preliminary remark that the new building 
was rising, phoenix-like, from the ashes of the building that was destroyed by fire on the 26th 
March last. The building now in course of erection would cost, unfurnished, over £8000, and 
when completed it would be the best school in the Wellington district. [This is definitely the 
South Wellington School]  
6th December 1905  In spite of a bitter northerly, a good crowd of children and parents turned 
out on the hill at Berhampore on the 28th ult. to witness the ceremony of laying the foundation 
stone of the school which is being erected to replace that destroyed by fire a few months ago. 
Mir W. Allan (acting-chairman of the Education Board), members and officers of the Board, 
and the School Committee were present; and the Cadet Corps of the school, in command of 
Captain McKenzie, was paraded to do honour to the Minister of Education, .who performed 
the ceremony.  
Mr Allan said the district had largely to thank Mr Seddon for getting what would be, when 
completed, the best school in Wellington province. (Applause.) The time when the necessary 
funds for education in Wellington could not be got was now past. The old school had an air 
space of 7000 ft, and the new one would have 12,000. The cost of the old school, which opened 
with 533 pupils on the roll, was £2413. The new school, which would have a roll of 633 pupils, 
would cost £8IOO. (Applause.) Mr Seddon said it had seemed to him the committee had the 
best of the argument as against the Board when it waited on him with regard to the plans for 
the new school. Perhaps owing to the modesty for which Education Boards were famed they 
were afraid to ask officially for the extra money. (Mr Allan: We won’t be afraid again.) 
(Laughter.) The expenditure on education under the control of the Minister in 1887-8 was 
£416,232. The amount authorised last session was £821,878, or an increase of £405,646. This 
could not be called extravagance, because the number of children had greatly increased, and 
no money was more profitably spent than that spent on education. (Applause.) Teachers were 
now having their just rights recognised, and their salaries, which in 1901 amounted to 
£357,066, were now £420,537, an increase of £63,471. The amount provided last session for 
educational purposes was £1 per head on the whole population of the colony. Personally, he 
did not think that was a large amount at all. The annual expenditure for education in the United 
States was 300,000,000 dollars, or £65,000,000 sterling. Out of this sum 251,000,000 dollars 
consisted of disbursements by the national, state and municipal governments in the 
maintenance of the public schools in which 16,000,000 out of the 22,000,000 children between 
the ages of five and eighteen years were educated. The reproductive funds of the educational 
institutions amounted to more than 168,000,000 dollars, and the grounds and buildings to 
nearly as much, while there were 17,000,000 dollars invested in scientific apparatus and 
libraries containing over 9,000,000 volumes. There were over 18,000,000 persons attending 
schools and colleges and 500,000 instructor©. The expenditure on education, amounted to 
80,000,000 dollars more than the entire cost of the Wax* and Native Departments of the 
National Government,' and almost as much as the entire disbursements of the Post Office and 
Interior Departments, including heavy disbursements for pensions. We could not do better in 
New Zealand than spend our money likewise, not lavishly, but economically, wisely, and well. 
(Applause.) In the past there had been differences of opinion. between the department and the 
.Boards. He knew that money had been diverted from primary schools to technical education, 
and the former had suffered; but there was a clean slate now, and the Board and the Government 



were working in harmony. (Applause.) As Minister of Education, he would not hesitate to tell 
this and all other Boards that all reasonable requests for plans necessary to promote the cause 
of education would be favourably considered. 
The Minister then proceeded to lay the stone. Dn it are inscribed the names of the committee, 
etc., with the motto of the school: “Occupat et famain partes qui naviter egit.” Under the stone 
are the usual articles destined to be dug up by posterity as relics of a barbarous age. They 
include a parchment scroll, inscribed with the names of all the present pupils of the school. T 
he Mayor (Hon T. W. Hislop) accepted under protest the invitation of Mr Allan to make a few 
remarks. He recalled the old-time buildings with which the early settlers of Otago and New 
Zealand generally had to be content for education purposes and commended the foresight 
which caused the pioneer to set apart endowments for this purpose. He remembered in 1890, 
when the Government of the day was in the fortunate of having a considerable surplus, he, as 
Minister of Education, brought down a vote of £5OOO for the purpose of promoting technical 
education, hut at that time there had not developed in the minds of some people a sense of the 
importance of this, and he never felt sadder in his Parliamentary experience than when that sum 
was denied by Parliament. (Applause.) It was to education they must look for the planting in 
the minds of children of those aspirations and feelings which would produce a proper 
democracy. Let them take courage in bearing the burdens of taxation for education by the fact 
that in the past history of things more than a pound per head of the population had been 
expended in destroying property, upon armies and navies. Surely if they could spend that sum 
of money for the destruction of property and upon, armies and navies, they could now, under 
their better conditions, easily afford to spend even more in educating people. (Applause.) In 
conclusion be urged the children to keep in mind the importance of continuance schools, and 
to remember that education was not finished when they were turned out of school, but consisted 
of everything they did in the world, and everything they were prevented from doing. __ 
(Applause.) 
Mr W. H. P. Barber remarked that when he was a little boy at school, and in the cadet corps, 
he used to come up to Newtown with the teachers for rifle-practice. The shooting targets for 
the city then lay across the flat now occupied by Newtown. Newtown was the centre of 
education in Wellington, for a circle taken from the spot whom he stood would take in more 
schools than any other part of the city. Even during his short term of Parliamentary life much 
had been done for education in increasing the salaries of teachers and undertaking a 
superannuation scheme which involved a liability of nearly half a million of money. (Loud 
applause.) The committee of the Wellington South school had been very persevering and 
would not take No for an answer until he had succeeded in getting the Minister of Education 
to grant them an interview. The central hall was a good innovation. It would serve as a 
playground and drill  shed on wet days and would also be a source of revenue for the  
committee. (Applause.) He was looking forward for the time when another school would be 
necessary in the locality.  
Mr J. Beu, chairman of the committee, also spoke j and called for cheers for the Minister. 
Cheers were then given for all parties concerned 
18th December 1905 . On Saturday evening the pupils of the sixth and seventh standards of 
the South Wellington School, most of whom are now leaving the school, spent a social evening 
with the teachers and a number of parents in St. Thomas's Schoolroom.  



18th December 1905  Just before breaking up for the holidays the pupils and teachers of 
the South Wellington School presented tokens of their esteem to one of the teaching  staff— 
Mr. Edgar Feltham— who is about to be married to Miss Embury. 'Mr. Feltham, who is the 
Superintendent of tile Sunday School, and Miss Embury, who is the church organist, and 
teaches in the school, have also received presents from the various departments of the Donald 
McLean-street Primitive Methodist Church 
 

1906	

Annie Davies was a pupil teacher at Thorndon in 1878 when my records start. Still at Thorndon 
she was an assistant at Thorndon from 1879 to 1905. From 1906 to at least 1917 she was at 
South Wellington always an assistant. 
Florence Watson was a pupil teacher Mt Cook Infants’ in 1894 And didn’t teach again for the 
Wellington Education Board  until 1897 at Thorndon Infants’ and 1898 to 1901 at Thorndon. 
1902 to 1905 she was at Parkvale, east of Carterton. Then by 1906 until 1917 she was at South 
Wellington. Followed by 1921 to at least 1923 she was at Hutt DHS 
Jane D Sargent was a pupil teacher at South Wellington  in 1906 and 1907. Didn’t teach from 
1908 to 1910. In 1911 at Worser Bay and 1912 to 1915 was at Newtown  
Bertha Olausen was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1906 and 1907 as a pupil teacher 
and in 1908 was an assistant at Reikiorangi east of Waikanae 
1912/2785 Bertha Olausen Stanley Matthew Mills 
 31st January 1906  Satisfactory progress continues to be made with the erection of the new 
school at Berhampore by Messrs. Wilson Bros. The brick work is practically finished, and the 
roof is now being constructed upon the main building, A good idea is now obtainable of the 
main hall, which will be 98 ft by 30ft. The contract period within which the building is to be 
completed expires at the end of May next. In the meantime, the scholars of the South 
Wellington School are taught in six different buildings,, Despite this great inconvenience., 
which existed throughout the greater pail of last year, the average attendance of all the classes 
was only 15 smaller than for the previous year, 
16th February 1906  The annual outing of the scholars of the Clyde-quay .School is being held 
at Day's Bay to-day, and that of the 'South Wellington school at Plimmerton, 

1906 577 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master  £340.00  
1906 577 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master  £235.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Craig Margaret H D1 Assistant Female  £170.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master  £155.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Collins Florence B D2 Assistant Female  £145.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female  £120.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Davies Annie LIC Assistant Female  £105.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Watson Florence E2 Assistant Female  £85.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Bird Myra   FP4  £55.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Hind Edith M   FP4  £55.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Sargent Jane D   FP3  £45.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Olausen Bertha   FP3  £45.00  
1906 577 South Wellington Thompson W V   FP3  £45.00  



19th February 1906 At  the sports meeting held at Plimmerton in connection with the South 
Wellington School picnic, on Friday last, the championship in the girls races was won by Mabel 
Andrewartha, Ruby Patching being second. Other races were won by Ruby Burns, Oreti Hayes 
Doris Hendry, Ruby Patching, Rose Moschini  Elsie Paterson, Lizzie Shearer and. May Knapp. 
The boys' championship was won by Gustav Beu, Douglas Grey, being second. Other winners 
in the boys' events were Arthur Kirkwood, Jack Pound, Edward Pelling, Roy Staples ,William 
McGuire , Arthur Russell, and Harold Webb. The picnic, which was held in most enjoyable 
weather, \was attended by 700 people. The prizes are to be presented' in the course of a few 
days 
28th February 1906 Wellington Education Board: An application from the South 
'Wellington for a subsidy for improving the grounds at, a -cost of about, £200 was  referred to 
the -Works Committee, with power to act 
28th February 1906 Opening of the new Training College staff included: Female assistant £110 
M Hitchcock D3 now assistant at South Wellington: Eight Applicants [Normal/ Model School] 
7th March 1906 Wellington Education Board: On the recommendation of the inspectors, it was 
resolved to make application to the department for the building of a room for woodwork and 
cookery at South Wellington. An application from the South Wellington Committee, for a 
subsidy towards levelling the school ground before the asphalt is put down, was referred to the 
Works Committee, with power to act.  
15th March 1906 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington— Female Assistant,. £105. 
Greytown — Female Assistant, £105. Hastwell— Assistant, £90. Waikanae — Assistant, 
£90. South Wellington — female Assistant, £85.  
30th March 1906 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, grading, gravelling, and 
asphalting, £289 
11th April 1906 Zoological Gardens  Messrs. Gill and Flux, headmasters of the two public 
schools situated in South Wellington, each gave strong support to the proposal. They based 
their support on several grounds, but most strongly on the educational aspect 
14th April 1906 Miss F. Watson, assistant teacher aft Parkvale, has been appointed assistant at 
the South Wellington School 
24th April 1906 SOUTH WELLINGTON. This meeting was held in the Berhampore Baptist 
Church and was well attended. Mr. J. Beu presided. The report of the Hon, secretary (Mr. Jas. 
Osborne  showed that the year had been a busy one for the committee, which had had twenty 
meetings, plus many conferences and interviews necessitated by the destruction of the old 
school by fir» and the erection of the new buildings. The report contained a review of the 
agitation which resulted in the committee securing up to-date premises for its scholars. The 
headmaster (Mr. G. Flux) and his staff were warmly congratulated upon the success which had 
attended their enthusiastic work during a very difficult year, in which teaching had to be carried 
on in six different buildings. In making his report, Mr. Flux stated that during the last quarter 
the average attendance was 561 out of a roll of 600, which was a most encouraging proof of 
the- loyalty of parents and children. The balance-sheet showed that the receipts were £227 and 
the expenditure £109. The report and balance-sheet were adopted, after a lengthy debate upon 
an item of £102 which appeared on the balance-sheet. This sum represented the amount -paid 
by an insurance company to the committee upon a policy upon the piano and library, which 
were destroyed by the fire in the school buildings. The money for the piano and library was 



raised by the- residents of South Wellington, and it was desired to earmark the amount of 
insurance received for equipping the new school with a piano and library. Ultimately, it was 
decided to convey this desire to the Education Board by adding a tag to the balance sheet setting 
forth the will of the meeting. As a special compliment, in return for the good work done during 
the past year, the whole of the committee was reelected by the unanimous voice of the meeting. 
The following are the names of the committee : — Messrs. J. Beu, A. Whitelaw, J. Orsborn, 
W. Mounter, R. Gray, F. Vaughan, J. Bell, G. Lynn, and A. Cooper. At a subsequent meeting 
of the committee, Messrs, J. Beu and J, Orsborn were re-elected 'chairman and secretary. 
25th April 1906  An interesting report concerning the working of the Berhampore School was 
read by the headmaster (Mr. G. Flux) at Monday night's meeting of householders. In order to 
show how splendidly the great majority of parents have co-operated, said Mr. Flux, "I may 
state that although our roll has averaged 50 pupils less than before the fire, our average 
attendance has remained much about the same. This, in face of great drawbacks, such as 
unsuitable buildings, insufficient school furniture — indeed, with nearly everything against us 
— is a matter for congratulation. Might he appeal to parents to continue to show such loyalty 
to the school? Immediately before the fire the roll contained 677 names," and on reopening, 
after five weeks enforced holidays, 614 pupils put in an appearance. Since that time most of 
the 63 had returned to their allegiance. In his annual report the inspector had written that 'the 
efficiency of the school is well maintained under difficult conditions.' " 
11th May 1906 Wellington Education Board Appointments included: Newman School, Miss 
E. R. Kean, formerly of the South Wellington School; 
16th May 1906 The new school for South Wellington (Berhampore) is rapidly approaching 
completion, and it is likely that the official opening will take place during the first week in 
June.  
26th July 1906 Wellington Education Board: The building operations' during the past year 
included the erection of the following new schools — South Wellington, Masterson District 
High School, Carterton (brick), Northland (brick), Keruru, Hukanui, Nireaha,' Korora, 
Akatarawa. Additions had been made at To Horo and Martinborough. The Training College 
was now ,in hand. 
25th August 1906 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. THE Official Opening of the New  
School by the Hon. Geo. Fowlds, Minister- of Education, will take place on 'WEDNESDAY, 
29th inst., at 3 p.m. Friends of Education are cordially invited to be present. 
25th August 1906  On WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY EVENINGS, 29th and 30th inst., 
Entertainments will be given in the commodious Central Hall of the School, to assist in 
providing funds for thee furnishing of the school. Doors open at 7.30 p.m. Adults Is, children 
6d. JAS. OSBORNE, Hon. See. S.W. School Committee.  
25th August 1906 SPECIAL GATHERING OF OLD SCHOLARS OF SOUTH 
WELLINGTON SCHOOL AND' FRIENDS. SOCIAL AND 'DANCE, To be  held in THE 
NEW SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL On FRIDAY, 7th  SEPTEMBER, 1905, At 8 p.m. 
Musical Items, etc. Dancing, 10 p.m. Please obtain  ticket before Tuesday, 4th September, if 
possible. Tickets obtainable from Mr. T. Smith's, 25, Riddiford-street, or from D. G. McCAUL, 
Hon. Sec. Admission, Is.  
28th August 1906 SOUTH WELLINGTON. UP-TO-DATE EQUIPMENT.  



No doubt householders of South Wellington will not now find fault with the fire that devoured 
their school last year. The old wooden Buildings went off in smoke,' and have been succeeded 
by a couple of solid structures in brick, fashioned as all schoolhouses should be, on healthful 
lines.  
The new establishment that has risen from the ashes of the old is almost opposite the Athletic 
Park, and its solidarity commands the gaze of the casual tramfarer. The buildings, externally, 
are a trifle sombre in hue— they are stuccoed — and they are set in a rock-spangled yard that 
looks harsh to the feet. A wooden fence, unpainted, also suggests sad thoughts, but this is a 
minor defect which a little money will remedy. When questioned yesterday, the headmaster 
(Mr. Flux) said it was proposed to have a portion of the playground grassed, and some trees set 
by-and-by. He also has in mind a garden in the shelter of a fence. These things are elementary 
necessities, according to modern ideas, for the approach to a school and its surroundings should 
be refreshing and educative in a mild way. Inside, it is a different story. The infants have a 
building to themselves, comprising a large room and two smaller apartments, with a total 
accommodation sufficient for a couple of hundred budding scholars. The little ones will have 
single desks, to suit their stature, and they will be able to look at the green "blackboards," inlaid 
in the walls, without straining their eyes. This "board" is really compressed paper (hyloplate), 
and its tint is said to suit chalk much, better than black does, from an oculist's point of view. 
The rooms are well lighted and admirably ventilated, on a system which allows vitiated air to 
escape .at the tops of the windows and fresh supplies to enter lower down, without creating 
dangerous draughts. In cold weather the little ones will have ''their quarters warmed from a 
substantial fireplace.  
Close by is the main building, able to take 650 to 700 children, and it is estimated that both 
combined are just sufficient for present needs. This principal school includes a large hall or 
assembly place, surrounded by rooms ; it is on the convenient corridor plan. There are ten 
classrooms, of which two are double chambers; each may be divided into two rooms, if 
required, by collapsible partitions suspended from a groove in the ceiling, along which they 
move on ball-bearings. There is a room for lady teachers, another for the headmaster, and a 
library. The main hall, which may be divided up with will be used for school functions, drills, 
meetings, and so on. A stage can be fitted up at one end, and, removed when not specially 
wanted, A praiseworthy feature is the provision of peg stands for hats and outer garments, 
which in times of rain have a. chance to dry in the open, instead of sweltering against a wall. 
Here, too, as well as in the infants' school, lighting and ventilation have received proper 
attention, so that parents need have no anxiety on that score when they send off their children 
in the morning. A hot-water radiator plant will do all the warming that may be needed. Single 
desks have been ordered for the fifth and sixth standards, and the master hopes that this 
desirable system will soon be extended through the school. Among the committee's ambitions 
is a serviceable set of scientific apparatus, with demonstration tables. The Education Board has 
been approached, and has promised £12 towards the cost, but it is estimated that £50 will be 
required.  
There is a liberal installation of asphalt around the school, and there is a tennis-court, and thus 
far the institution is a model one, but the grounds generally, especially the girls' section, remain 
to be brightened up. The school will be formally opened by the Minister for Education (the 
Hon. G.. Fowlds) to-morrow afternoon. With a view to raising funds for the furnishing of the 



school, concerts will bs given on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The children themselves 
will supply attractive turns — songs and drills — and will be assisted by adult talent. 
30th August 1906  At the official opening of the South Wellington public school yesterday a 
presentation of a roll-top desk was made to the headmaster (Mr. Flux) by the parents of pupils 
attending the school. The presentation was made on behalf of the parents by Mr. Barber, 
M.H.R. , who said that it was meant as some slight recognition of the great care and forethought 
for the health and comfort of the little ones that Mr. Flux had displayed during the trying time 
when the school had to be conducted in different buildings, far apart, and often, unsuitable. In 
acknowledging the  kindness of the parents in making him the  gift, Mr. Flux humorously told 
how he had done the Education Board an injustice he went to the board's office a few weeks 
ago and expressed a hope that when they fitted up his schoolroom they would put something 
better than -a kitchen table  in it. " Oh, yes," the young man in charge  sarcastically replied, 
"wo will give you a roll top desk!" Yesterday morning the gift of the South Wellington parents 
was delivered at the school, and Mr. Flux, ignorant of the kindness done him, concluded that 
the jest of the Education Board officer had been meant in earnest. ' And for a while," he 
concluded, with a sly glance at the chairman of the board, I gave the board credit for a generous 
spirit which in the past they have unfortunately not clearly shown themselves entitled to! 
30th August 1906 The official opening of the South Wellington School (Rintoul-street) took 
place ; yesterday afternoon. The school is excellently planned, with a wide central hall the full 
length of the building surrounded by classroom. It is substantially built and stands on an 
extensive playground. The gathering was presided over by the chairman of the Education Board 
(Mr. R. Lee), and there were present  on the platform the Rev. W A Evans and Mr T. McDonald 
(members of the board), the Hon. T. W. Hislop ( Mayor of Wellington), Sir E. O. Gibbes and 
Mr. Hogben (Education Department), and other well-known citizens.  
The chairman complimented the residents of South Wellington on possessing a school as good 
as. any in the country, Well equipped in every way and possessing a good teaching staff. It now 
remained with the pupils and their parents to see that every advantage was taken on the fine 
means for education now put at their use. [This was the start of a long article] 
30th August 1906 Classes' of seventy or eighty pupils are fairly numerous in the city schools. 
Such a class is far too large for any teacher to do justice to, Mr C. Flux, headmaster 
of Wellington South School, made a protest, at the opening of the school ; yesterday, against 
the understaffing which made such large classes necessary. It seemed to him a remarkable thing 
that, while at the Wellington Training College no class was allowed to contain more than forty 
pupils, teachers trained under such conditions were turned out to teach classes of seventy or 
eighty. The teacher’s health must suffer under the strain of teaching so many, and the children 
must suffer from an educational point of view. Mr Flux added that to reduce, the classes to a 
reasonable size it would be necessary to increase the staffer by nearly fifty per cent. The 
increase in cost would probably be between thirty and forty per cent. 
31st August 1906 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington stand for rifles, Platforms 
1st September 1906 The annual social gathering in connection with the South 
Wellington School was held in the new schoolhouse last night. There was a large attendance, 
and the gathering proved most successful. Mr; Beu, chairman of the committee, who presided, 
proposed "The Parliament," and presented Mr. Barber, M.H.R., with a framed photograph of 
the committee in recognition of his energy in connection with Government assistance towards 



the building of the new school. Mr Barber, in reply, congratulated the district on having such 
an energetic and 'able committee and a, very efficient staff of teachers. The other toasts 
included "Other School Committees," proposed by Mr. Barnett. and responded to by Mr. A. ' 
J. Rand ; "The School Teaching Staff," propose"' by Mr. F. Vaughan and acknowledged by Mr. 
G. Flux, headmaster "Other Educational Institutions," proposed b* Mr. McKenzie, and 
acknowledged by Mr. James; "The Education Board," proposed by Mr. F. Vaughan, and replied 
to by Mr. A. Whitelaw. Songs, Recitations, etc., were given by Mrs. Deihl, Miss Cooper, 
Messrs. Feltham, Whitelaw, Proctor,' (2), and G. Lynn. Mr. J. Osborne was secretary. A 
successful concert was held in the Parochial Hall, Karon, on Wednesday evening in aid of the 
Karori School prize and picnic fund. Items wero contributed by Misses Randell, Marsh, 
Monaghan, and Burnett, Messrs. Waters, McGowan, Devine, and Master Frank Picot. 
18th September 1906 APPLICATIONS for the position of Caretaker of the South 
Wellington School may be made to the Head Master up to 1 p.m. of FRIDAY’, 21st instant. 
Specifications may be seen during school hours. JAS. OSBORNE. Hon. Sec. S. Wellington 
Sch. Committals. 
28th September 1906  The department refused to make a grant to the board for the rent of a 
caretaker's cottage at South Wellington 
3rd October 1906 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, payment .rent caretaker's 
cottage, Agreed to 
5th October 1906 Mr. John Beu, Chairman of the Wellington South School Committee, has 
boon admitted to the hospital suffering from an internal complaint 
26th October 1906 Wellington Education Board:   head-mistress Mount Cook Infants' School, 
Miss Craig, (at present mistress at South Wellington)  
30th October 1906 Prizes for competitive essays by the fifth and sixth standard pupils of 
the South Wellington schools have been given by the Hon. T. W. Hislop, Mayor of Wellington, 
and Mr. E. W. Petherick, who presented" to the city the valuable museum housed in the South 
Wellington Library. The subject of the essays will be the museum in question. It Is proposed 
to arrange competitions for other schools later on. 
6th November 1906 The following figures show the average attendances at the principal 
schools in the Wellington education district for the September quarter:—Petone, 905; 
Newtown, &SS; Te Aro, 718.; Clyde quay, 664; South 'Wellington, 584; Terrace, .606; Mount 
Cook (boys’), 363; Mount Cook (girls’), 351; Normal School, 403; Mount Cook (infants’), 396; 
 10th November 1906 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington Female Assistant £150 
29th November 1905 Wellington Education Board Resignation Miss Collins assistant South 
Wellington  
14th December 1906 Wellington Education Board: Miss Petrie appointed assistant South 
Wellington  
20th December 1906 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington Female assistant £150 
20th December 1906 Some months ago the Wellington Chamber of Commerce decided to offer 
prizes for competition in the eight local state schools for composition, arithmetic, and hand-
writing, the three essentials 'in a primary commercial training. The matter was taken up with 
interest by the pupils of the higher standards, and the examination was conducted by the 
headmasters of the various schools on December 10th last. The awards have been made as 



follows: South Wellington School —Composition, William Jenson; arithmetic, Natalie Allen; 
hand-writing, Otto Yorn 

1907	
1907 650 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £350.00 
1907 650 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master £235.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £175.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master £160.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female £150.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Haigh Edith D3 Assistant Female  £125.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Davies Annie LIC Assistant Female £110.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Watson Florence E2 Assistant Female £95.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D3 Assistant Female  £85.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Haggett Florence  FP4 £55.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Sargent Jane D  FP4 £55.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Olausen Bertha  FP4 £55.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Thompson Winifred  FP4 £55.00 
1907 650 South Wellington Haggett Doris  FP3 £45.00 
1907 650 South Wellington McColl Rita  FP2 £35.00 

Flora G Petrie was an assistant at Pahiatua 1894 to 1906 and the at South Wellington 1907 to 
1917. Resigned March 1918. 
23rd November 1923 The late .Miss Flora Gibson Petrie, whose death took place a few days 
ago at Johnsonville, was well,-known to many of the older inhabitants of Pahiatua. 
The deceased was born in Canterbury and educated at the Oxford Public School, where she 
became a pupil teacher. After gaining her certificates at the Normal School at Christchurch, 
she was appointed, from several applicants, head mistress at the Pahiatua District High School, 
where she remained for twelve years. She was subsequently on the staff of the Wellington 
South School for eight years, resigning on account of ill health. Miss Petrie everywhere was 
always a favourite with her pupils and much loved by all who knew her. 
The sisters of deceased are: —Mrs A. Dunlop, Mangatainoka; Mrs G. A. Jones, Johnsonville; 
Mrs J. Nelson, Kaitawa; Mrs F. S. B. Waite, Owhanga; Mrs A. E. Dunn, Te Aroba. A brother, 
Mr George Petrie, is living at Auckland. 
Edith Haigh was an assistant female  at Mt Cook Boys’ in 1905 and 1906 and at South 
Wellington 1907 to 1913 
Margaret C Scott was an assistant at South Wellington 1907 to 1944 and at Berhampore to at 
least 1921 
Florence Haggett (Born 1881)  only taught for the Wellington Education Board in 1907 as a 
Pupil Teacher 
1912/2805 Florence Elizabeth Haggett Charles Robert Johnston 
Doris Haggett (Born 1889) was a Pupil Teacher at South Wellington 1907 to 1909 and after 2 
years at training college returned as an assistant at South Wellington in 1912. From 1913 to 
1915 she was at Clyde Quay and by 1917 was at Khandallah 
1917/617 Doris Evelyn Haggett Charles Arthur Small 



 
William Daniel and Mary Jane Haggett had six children between 1881 and 1893 
Rita McColl was a pupil teacher at South Wellington 1907-1911. In 1915 was sole  teacher 
At Hinemoa School East of Pahiatua. By 1917 was at Roseneath as an assistant 
31st January 1907 Gwendolyn M Flux Wellington topped the senior scholarship examination 
held by the Wellington Education Board  
12th February 1907 Wellington Education Board: Miss L Baird appointed South Wellington  
13th February 1907 Wellington Education Board: Applications wanted. South 
Wellington— Female Assistant, £125 
13th March 1907 Apparently the proposal that the Government should erect a caretaker's 
residence at the South Wellington School does not commend itself to the Minister for 
Education. In a letter to Mr. Barber, M.H.R., on the subject, he says :—: — "There is no record 
of any promise by the late Minister of Education in respect of this matter, and while the calls 
upon the Government funds for the erection of school buildings in the outlying districts of the 
colony continue to be so heavy as they are at the present time, I see no prospect of being able 
to provide money for caretakers' houses in the cities. 
13th March 1907 Wellington Education Board: Assistant Miss L. Ainsworth ; assistant at South 
Wellington/ In  December 1907 Miss Ainsworth was teaching at Saunders Road [East of 
Eketahuna.  
21st March 1907 Annual Report of The inspectors feel that the time has now come when all 
our larger schools should be provided with caretakers* residences. "In recent years three of our 
largest city schools have been destroyed by fire. On each occasion the fire might have been 
prevented had someone been living on the premises. The new buildings at South 
Wellington and Thorndon must each be worth something like £10,00(), and it cannot but be 
evident that greater cafe should be taken of such valuable property. This would probably mean 
some initial expenditure, but we think any money spent in the erection of such, buildings could 
be paid off gradually from the allowance made for cleaning, and even. if that were not possible, 
any additional expenditure would be justified, for, in addition to providing' for - the. better 
supervision of the buildings, the committees would be in a position to make hotter provision 
for cleaning than they are able to do in many cases at the present time." Inspectors included: 
17th April 1907 Mr. Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington (Berhampore) school, said that 
he was trying an experiment in writing this year. In the past there had been too many 
mechanical aids. He was now having blank books entirely in the upper standards, and if the 
children could be got away from, the old slow laborious style of writing, a good effect could 
be gained. The teachers were much obliged for the chamber's practical help. Usually they 
received plenty of criticism, but very little practical assistance. [Most schools issued copy 
books for the children to copy writing] 
26th April 1907 Wellington Education Board: ho following, among other recommendations of 
the Finance Committee, wore adopted:  South Wellington, erection of science and cookery 
room on Rintoul street frontage. 
8th May 1907 he allocation of the Wellington Education Board's share of the special capitation 
grant made to the various Education Boards has just taken place. The amount received for 
distribution among the Wellington district schools at the rate of 9d per head on the average 
attendance for the past year was £538 7s. …..South Wellington £23 12s 9d 



12th June 1907 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington — Assistant Mistress, £85  
27th June 1907 Wellington Education Board: Woodwork instruction:  In addition to this it is 
hoped that a temporary room will be engaged at Newtown. where classes from 
Newtown, South Wellington, and Kilbirnie can be held on Thursday. The classes started on the 
17th inst. The instructor is Mr Howe, of the Technical School. 
26th July 1907 The question of proposed additions to the South Wellington School for classes 
for woodwork and cookery, for which a grant of £1200 was being made, Was remitted to the 
Finance Committee. In the meantime, alternative tenders (wood and brick) are to be obtained 
for the buildings 
26th July 1907 Miss M. Scott (Waikanae) has been appointed, assistant teacher in the South 
Wellington school, 
30th August 1907 Wellington Education Board: An instruction was given that, as soon as the 
plans were ready, alternate tenders (brick and wood) were to be called for the new building tor 
technical instruction in South Wellington. 
30th August 1907 Wellington Education Board: Miss E. M. Hind, Leave of absence: South 
Wellington (two months from. September 16th);  
18th September 1907. Wellington Education Board Miss E M Hind resignation accepted. 
28th September 1907 Wellington Education Board: VICIOUS CHILDREN AT SCHOOLS. 
Recalcitrant children, and those who evince vicious habits at school, had their cases reviewed 
by the Wellington Education Board yesterday when a communication was read- from the 
committee of the South Wellington School, asking that the headmaster be empowered to send 
the names of such scholars to the Board. It was presumed by the chairman that the reason for 
this was that the master desired the advice of the Board as to the method of dealing with them. 
Mr Vile pointed out that the master already had power given him by statute to. deal with such 
oases. Captain McDonald was decidedly against the Board taking any action in the matter. 
Inspector Fleming remarked that the master in such oases should recommend the children being 
forwarded to an industrial school. It was decided to draw the attention of the committee to! the 
fact that teachers, in charge of schools have power to deal with scholars exhibiting vicious 
tendencies. 
28th September 1907 Wellington Education Board: The following grants were made to 
teachers and committees in consideration of losses by fire: —South Wellington. teachers £2O; 
30th September 1907 Wellington Education Board: 
South Wellington Wellington South Flux July 1907  A . sub-committee, -consisting of Messrs. 
R. Lee, W. Allan, and J. G. W Aitken, M.H.R., .was .appointed to deal with alternative' tenders 
and' authorise the work of constructing the woodwork room at South Wellington. The tender 
of 'Messrs. J. and A. Wilson;; of £32 12s. 6d for; Drainage works at South Wellington; was 
accepted 
4th October 1907 Wellington Education Board: A committee was appointed to supervise the 
expenditure of £I2OO on the erection of a room for woodwork at South Wellington school 
7th October 1907 At a meeting of the Management Committee of the Wellington District 
Institute of Teachers, held in the Teachers' . Room, Education Board Building, Mercer Street, 
on Saturday morning, it was decided to make arrangements for a Reception to Messrs. W. T. 
Grundy and C. Watson. The former is expected to arrive from England on or about Thursday, 
October 10. Mr. Watson has lately resumed his duties as headmaster at To Aro School, after 



an absence of six months. The function will probably take place in the  central hall of the South 
Wellington School. 
10th October 1907  THE NAYY LEAGUE. At the invitation of the headmasters, the secretary 
of the Wellington branch of the Navy League yesterday visited the Kilbirnie and Wellington 
South schools, and gave short addressee to the senior scholars, with a view to extension of the 
already large juvenile membership of the league. School sub-branches are now in course of 
formation at these schools. A trip to H.M.S. Challenger to-day had been arranged for the 
member's already enrolled, but as the school examinations are being held, it has been 
postponed, with the consent of Captain Bridson, until next Thursday. 
15th October 1907   The Education Board has accepted the tender of Messrs'. Sanders Bros, 
for the erection of the cookery and wood work room for the South Wellington Centre. ; The 
building is to be erected on the Rintoul Street frontage of the South Wellington School and will 
be completed by the. end of the Christmas holidays. -The contract price is £1186. The cookery 
classes are at present being conducted at Newtown District High School; and the wood-work 
classes in temporary premises 
18th October 1907 The Kilbirnie and South Wellington schools' newly-formed branches of the 
Navy League visited Challenger yesterday afternoon. The scholars were taken over to the 
warship in the ship's boats and were shown over the vessel by the petty officers. 
26th October 1907 The members of the Wellington Educational Institute held an "At Homo, at 
the South Wellington School last evening to welcome the return, after absence on leave, of 
Messrs. C. Watson and W T. Grundy. Among the numerous guests present were the inspectors 
and members of the Education Board. 
29th October 1907 Shakespeare Reading report included: Mr. "Flux, of the South; Wellington-
School, 'did not enter any competitors as he considered' none of his children ,competent to read 
the passages- selected; as .there  was no  seventh 'standard since the establishment. of :. High 
Schools  the only standard which used to study  Shakespeare.' 

1908	
1908 761 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £360.00 
1908 761 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master £240.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £180.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master £170.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female £155.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Haigh Edith D2 Assistant Female  £130.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Watson Florence E2 Assistant Female £105.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Davies Annie   Assistant Female £103.10 
1908 761 South Wellington Bairstow Jane D4 Assistant Female £90.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D3 Assistant Female  £85.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Callum Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £85.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Haggett Doris E   FP4 £55.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Chatwin Cicely M   FP3 £55.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Kibblewhite Forest   FP3 £55.00 
1908 761 South Wellington Hayes Ellen V   FP3 £45.00 
1908 761 South Wellington McColl Rita   FP2 £35.00 



Jane Bairstow was a pupil teacher at Te Aro 1902 to 1905. 1906 was at Wellington Training 
College. As an assistant she was at Karori in 1907 and South Wellington 1908 to 1910 
1911/6107 Jane Bairstow Percy Harold Hughes 
Mabel A Callum was a pupil teacher at Te Aro 1901 to 1905. Then after two years at training 
college was at South Wellington 1908 to at least 1915 [Spelling as listed in published records 
with um ending] 
1916/5281 Mabel Annie Callam Joseph Williams Baird 
Cicely M Chatwin  was a Pupil Teacher at South Wellington 1908- 1910. 1911 was at training 
college and 1912 to 1914 as an assistant  at Waikanae  and finally in 1915 as an assistant at 
Featherston  
1916/7117 Cicely Mary Chatwin Roy Stenning Tremain Archer 

 Forest Kibblewhite was a Pupil Teacher at South Wellington in 1908 and 1909. Was teaching 
in the Waikato in 1912. 
1891/13965 Kibblewhite Forrest Gordon Ellen Bissett Samuel 

MR. FORREST G. KIBBLBWHITE The death has occurred of 
Mr. Forrest Gordon Kibblewhite. well known in educational circles, who at the time of his 
death was headmaster of Te Kuiti District High School. Mr. Kibblewhite, who was born in 
Marton, was the youngest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. S. Kibblewhite, of Palmerston North. 
He was educated at Palmerston North High School and Victoria University College. He entered 
the teaching profession in 1912 and was a pupil teacher at South Wellington and Karori 
Schools. On leaving the latter school he was appointed to Central School, Palmerston North, 
and subsequently to Newmarket, Auckland, later being appointed headmaster at Ngaruawahia. 
Henderson, Opotiki District High School and Te Kuiti District High School. Mr. 
. Kibblewhite was a keen athlete, having obtained his "blue" while representing Victoria 
University at hockey, and he was also a fine tennis player and runner. He served throughout 
the last war on the hospital ship Marama. Mr. Kibblewhite was very interested in local affairs 
in Te Kuiti. and he was a staunch supporter and manager of Te Kuiti Presbyterian Church. He 
is survived by his wife, who was formerly Miss Flora Stevens, second daughter of the late Mr. 
and Mrs Robert Stevens, well-known Lower Hutt residents, and a young son and daughter. Mr. 
B. M. Kibblewhite, vice-principal of the Teachers' Training College. Auckland, is a brother 
Flora Stevens was a pupil teacher at Hutt DHS in 1909 
Ellen V Hayes was a pupil teacher qt South Wellington in 1908 and 1909. 1910 to 1912 she 
was Tokomaru in the Horowhenua as an assistant. She didn’t teach again for the Wellington 
Education Board until around 1917 at Ohau and 1919 at Levin. By 1921 she was back at South 
Wellington and was there until 1923 when my records end 
1925/8613 Ellen Vera Hayes Edward David Player 
23rd January 1908 Miss Natalie. C. B. Allen, who heads the list of successful candidates in' the 
junior scholarship examinations throughout the Dominion, is the eldest daughter of Mr. B. B. 
Allen, Chief Clerk of the Printing and Stationery 'Department. She is a pupil of South 
Wellington School, and won a scholarship last year, but, oil account of her youth, her parents 
decided to forego it. 



29th January 1908 Q signifies Queen, N National, and B Board scholarships : — Class A. : 
Natalie Constance Bourn Allen Q, South Wellington, ,704 marks; Oscar Borer, N. Te Aro, 600; 
Grahame George Vial, B, Terrace, 579; [Marks are as printed] 
31st January 1908 Wellington Education Board :that the asphalt at South Wellington School 
be top dressed ; 
18th February 1908 A NEW SCHOOL. South Wellington school stands in four acres of 
ground, the largest playground a city school has. The school is commodious, although not too 
large, for it is remembered that Newtown is the most populous part of the city. The demand for 
technical education spurred the authorities to make some provision for it, and so in Newtown 
built on the line of Rintoul Street is, the new cooking and woodwork school, nearly completed, 
and to be officially opened in about a fortnight. The delay in the finishing is due to the dry 
weather, as the sun-heated brickwork has absorbed moisture too quickly to permit the plasterers 
to make rapid headway. There is, however, little now to do before the building is ready for 
pupils. The building is plain, solid and commodious. It has a frontage of 72 ft to Rintoul street, 
is built on concrete foundations, the piles also built  of concrete. The cooking-room is 32ft  by 
30ft, and the woodwork-room 42 ft by 30ft. [30 feet =9.14 metres] Each has a separate entrance, 
the one from Rintoul street, and the other from the playground. The cooking school contains a 
four-foot Orion range and a hot-water service. Mr Max Kressig is to supply the fittings for the 
school, and these will be of up-to-date design, and specially made. so as to give the best value 
for space. There will be a gas-ring to every two pupils. The desks are specially made, so as to 
allow the seats to be stored under them. There are galleries for observation purposes, and the 
blinds are specially designed to revolve from the bottom, so as to avoid sun-glare, while 
conserving light. The gas Company is fitting each room with two Humphries gas-lamps, each 
having a burner that will give a light varying in intensity according to requirements. There are 
no windows in the rear wall of the cooking-room, as it is likely that the outside of it will be 
used by the girls for “fives,” etc. The windows in the rear of the woodwork-room are covered 
with netting frames for protection. No boy need break a window. The woodwork-room will be 
fitted with twelve benches, and the light will come from nine large windows. There are 
cupboards and timber racks and patent vices, and the desks will seat three pupils. Great 
attention has been given to ventilation by the roof. There is not a gloomy spot in the building. 
28th February 1908 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence:  Miss McColl, South 
Wellington, one .month from February  
7th March 1908 School fire risk: UP-TO-DATE DESIGNS. All the plans prepared for future 
buildings show that the class-rooms are to open upon a wide corridor, which in every case 
except that of very small buildings, has double doors at either end loading into the open 
air. South Wellington school, a brick, building, is exceedingly well designed in this respect, for 
the rooms lead into an assembly hall having plenty of exits. It is really a corridor, thirty feet 
wide. 
8th April 1908 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington Assistant -Mistress £85 
28th April 1908 Mr. Whitelaw presided over a "meeting of between forty and fifty 
householders at South Wellington school. The annual report and balance-sheet showed that the 
school was efficiently staffed, that the work of the year had been excellent, and that the finances 
had been carefully looked after, the credit balance on 31st March, 1908, being £38 9s Id, as 
against £3 10s 3d at 31st March, 1907. The Government grant had totalled £101 12s 9d, while 



£123 had been raised by the efforts of committee and teachers. The headmaster (Mr. Flux) 
reported that the number of scholars on the roll was 866, and the average attendance 767, the 
school being the second largest in the city. Thirteen nominations for the new committee were 
received, the following being elected :—: — Messrs. G. Lynn, A. Cooper, F. A. Vaughan, C. 
Orr, G. W. Key, Geo. Barker, W. Miller, G. Vaughan, and W. Higginbottom. Messrs. Whitelaw 
chairman) and Osborne (secretary), of the old committee, declined nomination. A special .vote 
of thanks was accorded the latter  At a /meeting of the new committee, Mr. F. Vaughan was 
elected chairman, and Mr, G. Key secretary. 
28th April 1908 After nominations for the South Wellington School Committee had closed last 
evening, a householder arose and stated that the Bible-in-schools question was one that had 
come prominently to the fore, and he thought candidates might state whether they were in 
favour of the proposal or otherwise. Mr. F. A. Vaughan at once stated that he was prepared to 
stand or fall by his strong deliverance to the present system of secular education. Mr. G. 
Vaughan and others similarly expressed themselves. One candidate remarked that although he 
was a firm believer in the Bible, -and had taught it in Sunday School and in his home, he did 
not think it should be read in the State Schools. Of thirteen candidates nominated, two only 
were strongly in favour of Bible-in-schools ; p. third stated -that he favoured Scripture reading, 
as distinct from Scripture teaching. All 'against the league proposal, with one exception, were 
elected. 
28th April 1908 The value of miniature rifle ranges 'appeals to the South 
Wellington householders, who last night passed a resolution instructing the incoming 
committee- to do its best to procure such a range for the school. 
1st July 1908 The Navy League had quite a "field day" on board H.M.S. Encounter yesterday 
afternoon. At 1.30 p.m. the first batch of school members, comprising over 300 from the 
Terrace, South Wellington, and Wadestown Schools, were carried over in the ship's barges, 
towed by a steam pinnace, and the youngsters appeared to thoroughly enjoy the novel mode of 
transport. On board they were shown round in squads of twenty or so by petty officers detailed 
for the purpose.  
17th July 1908 The Wellington Education Board has in the delegates to the Māori Congress to 
_visit one or two of the City schools. It is probable that a visit will be paid to the South 
Wellington School, whore , is situated the cookery centre, next week, The Technical school 
will also be visited, 
29th July 1908 A variety entertainment in aid of the picnic fund of the South, 
Wellington School will be given by the officers and- men  of  H.M.S. Pioneer, in St. Thomas's 
Hall, Newtown, to-morrow evening, at 8' o'clock. 
31st July 1908 Last night, by permission of the commander (Captain Miller), the officers and 
crew of H.M.S. Pioneer gave a most enjoyable concert at St. Thomas's Hall, Newtown, in aid 
of the school treat fund of South Wellington School. There was a good attendance, and the 
varied and interesting programme was followed with every evidence of approval. Songs, 
instrumental items, tumbling, and cutlass drill made up the programme, and not the least 
interesting item was a sleight-of-hand display by Staff-Surgeon J. St. J. Murphy…….. 
13th August 1908 Inquiries as to the " Norman Battle-Axe," referred to by " Magister,". in his 
article elicited the fact that there were two centres for instruction in woodwork—ono at South 
Wellington, and -the other at the Normal College, Thorndon. At the South Wellington centre 



the same system was in Vogue as in. the beginning, lmt.it was understood that those schools 
;which wero attached to the "Normal College centre had been engaged in -constructing models 
of battle-axes,' as a co-ordinate feature of their work in history. -, "My principal objection to 
the woodwork and cookery classes," remarked one of the headmasters, "is that the classes are 
so organised that I lose practically one whole day, in order to obtain two hours' instruction. The 
girls of-my senior class are absent ono half day, practically, and the boys' .section of that class 
' mark 'time,' so to speak, during their absence, the new work ran be taken. Then, on another 
half day while the boys are absent at class, .the girls are compelled to mark time. This, I 
consider,, accounted to some extent for the  weakness in its 'general .work of one of the classes 
last year 
28th August 1908 Part of  a long article: Re a school at Vogeltown: A school at Vogeltown 
would relieve the admittedly over-crowded state of the South Wellington school. . . the road 
now in hand to connect Vogeltown and Berhampore would place a large proportion of the 
residents of the latter suburb in easy walking distance of the proposed school site." The board, 
however, is still deaf to the entreaties 
19th September 1908 A master stated at the meeting of the institute that the new syllabus had 
done ono good service in introducing the .thermometer into schoolrooms. When his school 
began work on a certain morning the temperature of the room was 32, and when it closed for 
the day the temperature was no more than 39, though he had built up such a fire as caused the 
mantelpiece to burn. The South Wellington School boasts of modernity, and it has radiators to 
dispense warmth, but, according to a representative of that school, they do not raise the 
temperature above 4-5 degrees. It was stated that an American visitor, after inspecting 
the South Wellington School, had declared it " miles behind" the American average in point of 
equipment. " I hope he did not see Mount Cook, said another teacher. " Ho would never get 
back to America if he did." 
Fahrenheit 32 39.0 
Centigrade 0 3.89 

21st September 1908 At a meeting of the South Wellington School Committee, it was decided 
to unanimously support the resolution of the 'committee of the Petone school, expressing 
disapproval of certain provisions of the Education Bill now before Parliament.- 
2nd December 1908 ASPHALTING— Tenders Called: South Wellington and Island Bay 
Schools 
18th December 1908 In connection with the breaking-tip of the South Wellington School, a 
concert was given on Monday evening last, and was repeated last night. On both evenings St. 
Thomas's Hall was packed to the doors. Occasion was taken at the commencement of last 
night's performance to present the prizes recently won in competitions in cookery at the South 
Wellington cookery school, together with prizes for shooting and for the highest aggregate in 
the recent examination for proficiency certificates. Mr. Lee, chairman of the Education Board, 
presented the prizes, ( and "in doing so further developed the idea which he promulgated at the 
Chamber of Commerce a day or two ago — the artistic side of children's education, contending 
that something more could be done, even in cookery lessons, to develop good taste in such 
matters as table-setting and decoration. The prize-winners were : — Vera Crockett and Dora 
Simmons (who each received a pendant presented by the Gas Company), Noeline Dagger, 
Doris Hendry, Fay Wakelin, Amy Alexander, and Reta Roberts (prizes presented by Mr. 



Ferguson, manager of the Gas Company), and Mrs. Wakelin (the retiring instructress of the 
cookery school). Leonard Warwick with the shooting prize presented by Mr. Hosie, and Evelyn 
Gills that for highest marks in examination for proficiency certificates, presented by Mr. 
Crengel. Miss M. Bradey awarded the cookery prizes. On each evening the proprietor of Arch's 
Moving Pictures was good enough to give a display. 

1909	
1909 773 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £380.00 
1909 773 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master £275.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £215.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Stout Robert D3 Assistant Master £180.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female £175.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Haigh Edith D2 Assistant Female  £155.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Davies Annie  Assistant Female £139.10 
1909 773 South Wellington Watson Florence E2 Assistant Female £125.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D3 Assistant Female  £125.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Callum Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £100.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Bairstow Jane D3 Assistant Female £95.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Williamson Grace A  Assistant Female £90.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Hitchcock Mary L C4 Assistant Female £90.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Chatwin Cicely M  FP4 £60.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Kibblewhite Forest  MP4 £60.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Hayes Ellen V  FP4 £55.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Haggett Doris E  FP5 £55.00 
1909 773 South Wellington McColl Rita  FP3 £45.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Lauchlan Winifred F  FP3 £45.00 
1909 773 South Wellington Webb Alice H  FP2 £25.00 

Robert Stout was an assistant at South Wellington in 1909 as ana Assistant teacher. Then from 
1910 to at least 1923 was headmaster of Belvedere about 4 Kilometres West of Carterton  
Grace A Williamson was an assistant  South Wellington 1909 to 1912 and at the Normal 
School 1913 to 1915 
1916/5130 Grace Annie Williamson Cuthbert Hargreaves Taylor 
Mary L Hitchcock had a long career with the Wellington Education Board. Was a pupil 
teacher 1909 to 1911 at the Terrace School. 1912 and 1913 was spent at Training College. 1909 
to 1911 was an assistant at South Wellington. 1914 was at Martinborough and 1915 to around 
1919 was an assistant at Levin DHS and by December 1921 and 1923 was Infant Mistress at 
Levin. 
Winifred F Lauchlan was a pupil teacher at South Wellington from 1909 to 1910. At training 
College 1912 and 1913. Then back at South Wellington as an assistant in 1914 and 1915 
1916/5221 Winifred Fleming Lauchlan John Archibald James Macfarlane 
Alice H Webb started her career as a pupil teacher South Wellington in 1909. Was at training 
college in 1910 and 1911. Then from 1912 to 1915 was at Petone DHS 912 to 1915. Then from 
around 1917 to at least 1923 was at Seatoun Schools. 



1916/5221 Winifred Fleming Lauchlan John Archibald James Macfarlane 

12th January 1909 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington— Assistant, £90. South 
Wellington — Assistant Mistress, £90. 
13th February 1909 Wellington Education Board: Miss M Hitchcock appointed assistant 
22nd February 1909 The annual picnic in connection with the South Wellington school was 
held at Day's Bay on Friday. Beautiful weather prevailed, and nothing occurred to mar the day's 
enjoyment save the unfortunate circumstance that the- railway employees had, unknown to the 
committee, arranged to hold their annual outing at the same spot, a good deal of confusion 
resulting. Teachers and committee were assiduous in attending to the wants of the youngsters. 
The results of the races were as follows : 
 Boys, under 6 Ken Batching 1, Percy Norris 2; under 7, W. 'Fox 1, H. Lawrence 2; under 8, 
G. Ross 1, H. Anderson 2: Championship 100 yards, Murphy, Howard 1, Oxenham 2; under 
10, L. Withey l, J. Norris 2; under 10, C. Williams 1, A. Pringle 2; under 9, A. Withey 1. G. 
Cooper 2; championship 200 yards, Oxenham 1, Wilson 2, Howard 3 - ; under 12, H. Potter 1, 
S. Hollis 2; under 13, Oxenham 1, Wilson 2; under 11, Marsden 1, Hague 2; over 11, Murphy 
1, Howard 2. Three-legged race, under 10, Withey (2); over 10, Howard and Murphy; all fours. 
Cooper 1, Shirer  2.  
Girls, under 6, Linda Roberts 1, Evelyn Marsh 2; under 7, S. Brow n J, A. Bradshaw 2; under 
8. F. Clark 1, T Connolly, D Han 2; championship 100 yards, L. Jeffs 1. T. Preston 2; under 9, 
V. ,Brown 1, N. Bradshaw 2; under 10, Skinner 1, T. Drew, P. Miller 2; under 11, M. Flux 1. 
T. Preston 2; championship 150 yards. L. Jeffs 1, D. Dickie 2 A. Patience 3; under 12, L. Jeffs 
1, D. Dickie 2; under 13, L. Buller 1, .M. Simpson 2; under 14, G. Ashwood 1, A. Patience 2; 
over 14. A. Osborne 1, D. Mudge  2- three-legged, under 10, J. Mitchell and A. Caldwell 1; 
over 10, D. Gower and D. Robinson; hopping, G. Edwards 1, L. Jeffs, D. Dickie 2; L. Duller 
1, L Bradshaw 2; championship final, L. Jeffs 1, A. Patience 2, D. Dickie 3. 
26th February 1909 Wellington Education Board appointment of Pupil Teachers: Miss W 
Lauchlan  
26th February 1909 Wellington Education Board:  Mr. E. Howe, instructor in woodwork, 
suggested in his report the appointment of an assistant instructor. This would enable Thorndon 
and South Wellington classes to be fully occupied and afford boys of tipper standards an 
opportunity of receiving a two-years', instead of a twelve-months' course. 'A salary of £125 per 
annum was mentioned. The chief inspector endorsed the report, which was adopted.  
2nd March 1909 The Education Act passed List session, empowered education boards to 
appoint probationers who will eventually become teachers. The .Wellington 'Education Board 
has appointed the following probationer [Included] Miss A Webb (South Wellington) 
11th March 1909 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington — Assistant Mistress, £90. 
7th April 1909 Wellington Education Board: Appointment Miss G Williamson assistant 
teacher South Wellington 
27th April 1909 SOUTH WELLINGTON, .. . There was afairly large -attendance at the annual 
meeting of householders in connection  with South.- Wellington . School/'::-':-Mr. F Vaughan 
presided. 
t was' stated in the. annual, report that some additions to the staff had been made ; during the 
year owing to an amendment of the Education  Act. The staffing now was more liberal than, 



hitherto, but it would be fair to staff on the roll, number instead of on the average attendance ; 
.' which was the practice at present.' The roll number for the school at the end of-the March 
quarter stood , at- .842,; ; whilst the average attendance. for the same period was 788, or 93 per 
cent. Good as that .was, it meant that nearly 60 pupils were, on the' average, absent every day. 
The balance-sheet showed a credit of .£37 odd. both the report and balance-sheet wero 
approved. 
 The ballot for positions on the School Committee resulted; George Key 36 votes. Alfred 
Cobber 34, Archibald Whitelaw, George Lynn, Chas. Orr, and Wm. Mounter 31, Wilfrid 
.Higginbottom  29, Thos. Byles, 27, W Miller 26, W. A. Brown 22, and Jas. Rapley 19. The' 
first nine were, duly: declared_ elected.  
It .was resolved on the motion of: Mr. Whitelaw, that the meeting recommends the incoming 
committee to do all  in 'its power to uphold the action of the Headmasters’ Association; in their 
endeavour to bring about a .reasonable system in regard. to the calling out of the various cadet 
corps in connection with public ceremonies. 
On the motion of Mr. Robbins it was agreed to convey to' the headmaster and his 'staff the 
householders' thanks for the efficient manner in which the school had been conducted during 
the past year.  
27th April 1909 Reference to the apathy of parents on the occasion of the annual meetings in 
connection ,with local schools was made in the report submitted by the headmaster at last 
night's meeting of .the Wellington South School. "Rarely," observed Mr. Flux, "are the 
meetings attended by more than 40 or 50 householders. It. can hardly be that this handful of 
people are the only ones who are interested in the welfare of the/children. One can hardly 
conceive that parents are so little interested .that they cannot turn out-on one night in the year 
in order to do their share towards ensuring that the children shall be trained under the best 
conditions—morally, physically, and intellectually. The sparse attendance is sometimes put 
down to. content on the part of parents as to the way in "which the education of the children is 
conducted. But I am afraid this excuse is too thin. . May I not appeal to parents to attend, these 
meetings in greater numbers to hold up the hands of  teachers "who, without unduly magnifying 
their office, have in their hands the most momentous issue—laying-the foundations of the 
nation?. To the conscientious teacher the thought of  the seriousness of their work is at times 
overwhelming! Little wonder then if a teacher often longs for deeper sympathy on the part of 
parents. 
19th June 1909  A meeting of the South Wellington School Committee was held Inst evening. 
It was decided, amongst other things, to establish a miniature rifle range, and a committee was 
set up to give effect to the project. The City Council is to be approached with the view of having 
the footway in Russell-terrace attended to. Mr. Higginbottom was nominated as a candidate for 
a seat on the Education  Board.  
24th July 1909. Mr George Flux elected President of the Wellington Branch of the Educational 
Institute  
27th August 1909 Wellington Education Board: Leave was granted to  Miss M Scott and Miss 
L Hayes. 
27th August 1909 Wellington Education Board:  A subsidy of £10, it was stated, will be 
allowed for a miniature rifle range at South Wellington 



29th October 1909 Wellington Education Board: Mr G Flux South Wellington granted 2 
months leave of absence 
3rd November 1909 Mr. George Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington- School, left for the 
North to-day by the Main Trunk express on a health-seeking trip, for which c 'has been granted 
two months' leave of absence by the Wellington Education Board. This is the first occasion, 
during his twenty-five years' connection, with the board, on which Mr. Flux has. sought leave.  
4th November  1909  Mr Alex. McKenzie, first assistant at Wellington South school, will fill 
the position of headmaster during Mr Flux s absence. The appointment of a relieving teacher 
has not yet been made. 
10th November 1909 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington — Assistant Master, 
£180 to £210. 
26th November 1909  At. 3 o’clock : to-morrow, afternoon the new miniature range :at 
the South; Wellington . School will- lie 'officially opened, Members of. the Education Board 
have been invited to be present. 
26th November 1909 SOUTH WELLINGTON STATE SCHOOL. FTIHE Residents and 
Friends of the above district are invited to the Opening of a Miniature Rifle Range at the 
Sohool, by Mr. R. A. Wright, M.P., TO-MORROW, at 3 p.m. 
29th November 1909 PENED AT WELLINGTON SOUTH. A miniature rifle range was 
opened on Saturday afternoon at the Wellington South School. There was a large attendance 
of parents and friends, and the school cadets were paraded under Mr. McKenzie, acting-
headmaster. Reference to the growth of the school and to the construction, of the range was 
made by Mr. R. A. Wright, M.P., who performed the opening ceremony. The school-doors, he 
said, were first ,opened in 1896 ; there were then six teachers. In 1905 the wooden building 
was burned down, and a brick edifice was then erected. In 1905 the attendance at school was 
about 500. Today the roll stood at 766, with twenty teachers. Besides, he understood there were 
about forty children awaiting admittance to the school. The same progressive spirit 
characterised the members of the school committee, who three months ago decided to provide 
a rifle range for the cadets.' Having no funds, a working bee was formed, and the workers 
comprising it made a labour of love of their task. The Government had granted £10 towards 
the cost of the construction. Mr. Wright also spoke in terms of praise of Mr. George Flux (now 
on holiday leave), and of Mr. A. McKenzie acting-headmaster. He then fired the first shot and 
declared the range open. Major McDonald, who was also present, tested the range — a deep 
trench about fifty yards long,  cut into the slope of the hill in the school playground. An 
adjournment was then made to one of the classrooms, where the girls oi the school cookery 
class provided refreshments. 
2nd December 1909 Mr Edgar Feltham, who has been assistant master at the South 
Wellington school was on Tuesday the recipient of a handsome upholstered arm-chair, on the 
occasion of his leaving to take up thief duties of first assistant at the Kilbirnie school. Mr 
McKenzie (acting headmaster) made the presentation, on behalf of the teachers of the school.  
11th December 1909 Wellington Education Board appointment:  Tokomaru-Miss Hayes, 
of South Wellington 
16th December 1909 WELLINGTON SOUTH. Mr. H. Crengel also presented a medal for dux 
of this /school, and it was won by Master Arthur Flux. Mr. Hosie's medal for best rifle-shot 
was awarded Master Don Matheson 



24th December 1909 In this connection "Header" notices with regret that Mr. Fanning, who, 
while on the teaching staff at. Clyde-quay j has displayed such keen interest in instructing the 
boys in swimming, is about | to be transferred to the Wellington South school, where he will 
have no scope for the continuation of his good work. It would appear _ that the present would 
be an excellent time for the residents of South Wellington to resume their agitation for the 
construction of a tank bath in the school grounds. Surely they will not permit Mr. Farming's 
enthusiasm to be  killed through lack of facilities for swimming, when so much might be done 
at a comparatively small cost  

1910	
1910 767 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £385.00 
1910 767 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master £280.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £220.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Fanning James F D2 Assistant Master £190.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female £180.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Haigh Edith D2 Assistant Female  £160.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Davies Annie   Assistant Female £144.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Watson Florence E2 Assistant Female £130.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D2 Assistant Female  £130.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Callum Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £105.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Bairstow Jane D3 Assistant Female £100.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Williamson Grace A   Assistant Female £95.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Hitchcock Mary L C3 Assistant Female £95.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Watson Gordon   MP4 £65.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Chatwin Cicely M   FP5 £60.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Fogelburg Hilma   FP4 £55.00 
1910 767 South Wellington McColl Rita   FP4 £55.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Lauchlan Winifred F   FP4 £55.00 
1910 767 South Wellington Andrew Florence   FP3 £45.00 

James F Fanning started his teaching for the Wellington Education Board as sole teacher at 
Ihuarau Valley 37 Miles North East of Masterton in 1899 to 1901. He was assistant at Kilbirnie 
1902 and 1903, Then at Clyde Quay 1904 1904 to 1909. And was at South Wellington 1910 
until at least 1915. He was not teaching in 1917 and was headmaster of Korokoro 1919 and 
1921. And was Headmaster at Ocean Beach School in 1923 in Port Underwood 
Gordon Watson only taught for the Wellington Education Board as a pupil teacher at Clyde 
Quay in 1909 and South Wellington 1910 
Hilma Fogelberg was a Pupil Teacher at South Wellington in 1910 and 1911. At training 
College in 1912 and 1913 and at Clyde Quay 1914 and  to at least 1915 
1917/5668 Hilma Elvira Fogelberg Charles Robertson 

Florence Andrew was a pupil teacher at South Wellington 1910 and 1911. At training College 
in 1910 and 1911. Then as an assistant at Brooklyn 1914 to at Least 1917. 
1919/3116 Florence Andrew Francis Thompson 



20th January 1910 Junior Scholarship A Class 1st Arthur Flux South Wellington 640 marks 
[Next was 608]. Malcom Johnstone was 3rd William Chegwidden was 4th and Victor Parking 
7th 
23rd February 1910 A meeting was held in South Wellington school last evening for the 
purpose of forming a Miniature Rifle Club, and the gathering was a fairly representative one, 
embracing the southern district. Mr Chas. Orr was voted to the chair. It was agreed that the 
club be named "The South Wellington Miniature Rifle Club. The following were elected 
officers : — Captain, Mr. E. Taylor ; vice-captain, Mr C. Orr ; secretary and treasurer, Mr. W. 
J. Miller; committee, Messrs A. Whitelaw, W. Mounter, W. Keep, T. Bytes, and W. Homer. 
Major McDonald was- elected hon. member. Draft rules were presented, and were with slight 
modifications, approved. Several new members were proposed, and it was arranged to hold a 
scratch match on the range on Saturday afternoon next.  
25th February 1910 Wellington Education Board: Urgent repairs were authorised at South 
Wellington  
23rd March 1910 Wellington Education Board: The South Wellington School Committee was 
granted permission to establish a rifle club 
26th April  1910 A matter of disagreement between the headmaster of the Wellington South 
School and his committee, which was ventilated at the annual meeting of householders last 
evening, touched the whole question of the ethics of interschool competitions. 
In the course of its report the committee slated that during the year a gentleman offered a prize 
for a bugle contest between the boys of Newtown and South Wellington Schools, and also that 
the boys' Bisley competition, at Trentham took place, both of which "the headmaster 
disapproved, and he declined to allow any of the boys to compete in the name of the school. 
"We regret on such occasions," the report proceeded, "that a. difference of opinion should exist 
between the committee and the headmaster in regard to competitions between the pupils of this 
and. other schools. It appears that the Headmasters' Association passed a resolution to 
discourage such competitions, but all have not kept, faith with the spirit of their resolutions; on 
the contrary, they have allowed their pupils to compete. Your committee is unanimously of 
opinion that our pupils should be encouraged and coached for such friendly competitions, and, 
apart from the honour thus bestowed upon them as representatives of the school, it would, in 
addition, enable thorn to be better fitted for the battle of life.  
IN EXPLANATION. Mr. G. Flux, the headmaster, referred to a serious, difference of opinion 
between himself and the committee, whose action he could understand if the members of the 
committee were responsible for the- conduct of tie school. That responsibility rested on him. 
A prize had been offered for a buglers' competition, and the committee, before referring the 
matter to him, decided to accept it as far as the school was concerned. He did not agree with 
competition between schools, because they did not tend to promote harmony between the 
schools competing. The committee did not agree with him  and requested him to invite entries 
from among the school buglers. Continuing, Mr Flux  stated that he put the matter plainly 
before the boys, giving his reasons for objecting, but said if there was any likelihood of 
disappointment afterwards they were at liberty to give in their names to the secretary of the 
committee. He told them they could not enter as pupils of the school. 
 PROUD OF HIS BOYS. "As a result," he remarked, "the lads wore loyal to me, and nobody 
entered. With all respect to the committee, I must say I was proud of the boys. 



Mt. Flux then stated his objections to the buglers' competitions, which were as follow :—(1): 
They are distractions 'to the smooth and efficient working of the school; (2) they appeal to the 
cupidity of the children, one of 'the lowest elements in their nature; (3) they train, a few children 
at the expense of the many. "We are already at our wits' end," he said, "to know how to overtake 
the work of an over-full syllabus. Every possible minute is necessary, and every distraction 
must be vigorously excluded if even decent work is to be done. It is vital, too, that children 
should be taught, and that early, io do good work for the work's sake, and not because a prize 
is offered. They will suffer from competition enough as they grow up, and it behoves us not to 
give them lessons in it at school." Mr. Flux also explained that he and Mr. McKenzie, his 
assistant, thought it inadvisable to accept an invitation from the Garrison Officers' Club to join 
the. Boys' Bisley. The committee was opposed to him. He was sorry because the disagreement 
was seriously affecting his legitimate work. In conclusion, he urged that the Headmasters' 
Association had set its face against competitions between schools. His position would be 
rendered impossible were he to concede that even the committee had the right to instruct him 
in such matters.  
When the motion for the adoption of his report was moved, It was proposed as an amendment 
that  the clause in the report relating to the headmaster and competitions be deleted. On being 
put to the meeting, -the amendment was carried. 
26th April 1910  There was' a large attendance at the Wellington, South school. Mr 
Higginbotham presided. The report referred to various details of the working during the year, 
the establishment of one of the most up-to-date miniature rifle ranges in the Dominion, and 
other improvements that had been made in  the school grounds. The committee regretted that 
'the Education Board had adopted a policy of sending to committees only the name of one 
candidate from amongst  the applicants for a vacancy, thus giving no choice of selection by a 
committee. During the year a gentleman had offered a prize for a bugle contest between the 
boys of Newtown and South Wellington schools. The matter of a boys’ Bisley competition at 
Trentham had also arisen. The headmaster did not agree with either of these movements and 
would not allow any of the boys to compete in the name of the school. The committee regretted 
that a difference of opinion should have existed between the headmaster and the committee. It 
appeared that the Headmasters’ Association had passed a resolution to discourage such 
competitions, but all had not kept faith, with the spirit of that resolution. On the contrary, they 
had allowed their pupils to compote. The committee was of opinion that the pupils should be 
encouraged and coached for such friendly competitions, as apart from the honour thus 
bestowed upon them as representatives of the school, it would, in addition, enable them to be 
better fitted for the battle of life. 
The chairman moved the adoption, of the report and balance-sheet. Mr G. Flux, the headmaster, 
referred to "serious differences of opinion which had existed between him and the committee 
and _ spoke at considerable length in vindication of his attitude. He could understand the action 
of the committee if they were held responsible for the conduct of the school. But  that 
responsibility rested upon him. He was answerable to his employers, the Education Board. 
When the hoard instructed him to engage in bugle-blowing contests, he, as a loyal servant of 
the board, would, he hoped, be prepared to obey instructions'. Even then, he trusted, he would 
be true to his convictions, and would not hesitate to respectfully state his convictions. His 
position would be impossible were he to 'concede that even the committee had the right to 



instruct him in such matters as those under discussion. He would scrupulously give them their 
dues,' and he trusted they would give him his. They had too many people whose mental food 
consisted of the moving picture order, jumpy and excitable. Steady, solid work was irksome to 
them, and these contests appealed to their cupidity, and were about as harmful as they well 
could be. Was it not the duty, then, of teachers to combat this tendency—to endeavour to get 
pupils to see that there was  a better way. 
An amendment was proposed that the report be adopted, with the deletion of the clause relating 
to the headmaster and competitions. The chairman, in replying, said that when Mr Flux and the 
committee had met in the headmaster’s room over the matter, it was, suggested that the question 
should come up at the householders’ meeting, and that was' why the committee had included 
the matter-in their report. Personally, he had the greatest respect for Mr Flux. 
The amendment was carried by . a substantial majority. 
THE COMMITTEE. Twenty nominations were - received for the nine positions on the 
committee, the’ voting being as follows: —G. VV. Key 60, A. Whitelaw 60, W. Mounter 57, 
W. Higginbottom 52, T. Byles 52, F. W. Moore 51, W. Miller 50, J. Bell 50, W. Newton 48, 
C,' Orr 48, J, Mann 47, H. Starr 47, ,E. A. Ferguson. 44, A. Banks 43„ W. Brown 43, J. W. 
Patience 42, G. Lynn 39, E. Taylor 30, P. C. Watts 26, F. O’Connell' 16. The first nine were 
declared elected. The meeting passed a vote of confidence in the' headmaster.  
27th April 1910 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence granted to Miss L Baird, South 
Wellington extension of leave till June 20th 
1st June 1910 St John Ambulance fund for nursing the sick and poor: Pupils South Wellington 
School £2 16s 
11th June 1910 Wellington Education Board: Tenders called for asphalting the South 
Wellington schoolgrounds 
29th June 1910 Wellington Education Board: Tender South Wellington £20 10s  A C Fry 
29th June 1910  Wellington Education Board : Leave of absence granted to Miss F Petrie South 
Wellington  
2nd July 1910 Re Abolition of Bookmakers [Taking bets on Horse racing] Letters were also 
received from the headmaster of the South Wellington School (Mr. Flux) and from a number 
of other gentlemen. 
5th July 1910 A successful concert was given in the Masonic Hall, Berhampore, last evening, 
in aid' of the South Wellington school funds. The principal items were provided by the Lyric 
Male Choir, under the baton of Mr. H. Gladstone Hill, conductor. The various items consisted' 
of duets, part songs, humorous quartettes, and songs by Messrs. A. W. Potter and A. Smith. In 
addition Miss Grace Ewen gave some recitations, and Miss Flora Shaw performed several 
highland dances, and an Irish jig, accompanied by the bagpipes manipulated by Mr. Simpson. 
The latter also provoked much merriment by his quaint rendering of Scotch ditties. The hall 
was comfortably filled and the whole entertainment proved a decided success thanks to the 
excellent management of the Lyric Male Choir Committee 
9th July 1910 The relations between the South Wellington State School Committee and Mr. 
Geo. Flux, the headmaster, are stated co have been strained in consequence of a difference of 
opinion with reference to the method of purchasing the stationery required for use in the school, 
and at a meeting last night the committee decided to resign in a body. A. letter containing the 



resignation of the committee was received this morning by the secretary of the Board of 
Education.  
27th July 1910 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence granted to Miss F G Petrie 
(extended leave until July 31st) 
27th July 1910 The dispute between the committee of the South Wellington School and. the 
headmaster, Mr. G. Flux, which resulted in the resignation of the committee, A-as discussed in 
camera by the Education Board yesterday afternoon. It was eventually decided that the 
chairman (Mr. R. Lee) and the secretary (Mr. G. L. Stewart) should confer with the headmaster 
and members of the committee, and endeavour to arrive at a settlement. 
29th July 1910  After, a short discussion- last evening, the City Council, upon the 
recommendation of its Libraries Committee, decided to appoint a Local Advisory Committee, 
consisting of: Messrs. George Flux (headmaster South Wellington School), H. A. Parkinson 
(headmaster Newtown District High- School), Percy Muter, A, L. Haylock, and the Rev. W. 
A. Evans, to assist in the work of advancing the interests of the Newtown Museum as an 
educational institution.  
5th August 1910 That little difference at the South Wellington School between the headmaster 
(Mr. G. Flux) and the School Committee continues. The debatable question ostensibly concerns 
the purchase of stationery, the committee resenting any interference with what it considers its 
just functions in the administration of the school's finances, by resigning in a body, and 
continuing obdurate. The matter was referred to the Wellington Education Board, which, after 
consideration of correspondence dealing with both sides of the question, appointed the board's 
chairman (Mr. R. Lee) and the secretary (Mr. G. L. Stewart) as conciliation commissioners, 
whose functions were to bring about, if possible^ a better understanding between the parties 
with a view to the aggrieved committeemen reconsidering their decision. Apparently the peace 
proposals have not moved the administrative school body. At a meeting held last evening the 
committee decided unanimously and emphatically that so far as the breach was concerned it 
did not intend to assist in the bridging of it. In other words, it refuses to resume office. It is 
stated that under such circumstances the board may proceed to the election of another 
committee at an early date.  
20th August 1910 Children’s’ Hospital fund donations included: South Wellington School, per 
Mr. Flux (pupils and teachers), £9 10s. 4d 
31st August 1910 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence granted to Miss Scott South 
Wellington  
10th September 1910 Wellington Education Board:  A MEETING of Householders in 
the South Wellington School District will be held in the School, Rintoul-street, for the purpose 
of Electing a School Committee of nine members, on MONDAY, 3rd October, aft 8 p.m. 
Written nominations on forms, procurable at the Board Office, will be received by me until 5 
p.m. of MONDAY, 26th September. Nominations may, nevertheless, be made at the meeting. 
G. L. STEWART, Secretary.  
26th September 1910 Dominion day repots included: ….while the headmaster of the South 
Wellington School, Mr. G Flux, after a few remarks, declared a holiday.  
1st October 1910 A good deal of interest is being manifested in the election of a school 
committee for the South Wellington district to take the place of the committee which recently 
resigned as a result of differences with the headmaster. Messrs., Barnes, Clark, Howman, 



Pollock, Duff, Muller, and Morton hare been nominated, and other candidates may be 
nominated at the meeting on Monday night., Householders living in the district, and parents of 
children attending the school, are entitled to vote, but only householders living in the district 
are eligible for election. 
4th October 1910 UNDER WHICH KING? 
THE SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. HEADMASTER OR COMMITTEE?  
A QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE.  
The long-standing trouble between the headmaster and committee of the South 
Wellington School received full ventilation before a meeting of householders in the school last 
evening to elect a new committee. The late committee was unable to agree with the headmaster 
(Mr. G. Flux) over the purchase of stationery for the school. After an attempt at reconciliation 
by the Wellington Education Board had proved abortive, the committee resigned. It was 
therefore necessary to elect a new committee, and for that purpose last night's meeting was 
called. Fully a hundred householders braved the gusty, showery night to attend, and great 
interest was evinced throughout the proceedings. Mr. A. Banks was elected to the chair and 
called on Mr. Flux for a statement of the case from the point of view of the headmaster. –  
THE HEADMASTER SPEAKS. Mr. Flux addressed the meeting at considerable length. He 
did not, he said, desire to ascribe any unworthy motives to the late committee in regard to the 
differences that had arisen between them. He believed its action had been the result of sheer 
stubbornness and a desire to bring 'him to his knees. All were agreed the position was 
intolerable for all concerned and should be settled once and for all.  
A MATTER OF STATIONERY. Mr. Flux mentioned that he had received a letter from the 
committee requesting him to order school stationery through the committee, on the ground that 
it could get it at from 20 to 25 per cent, cheaper than he had been in the habit of paying. Mr. 
Flux explained that the school had previously purchased its stationery from Mr. Crengel, a 
local shopkeeper, on terms the same as had been charged the committee by Messrs, S. W. 
Mackay. The school had dealt with Mr. Crengel for nearly 18 months, when the letter came 
from the committee. Eventually the committee gave him the name of a firm, and he gave an 
order, but some five weeks elapsed without that firm's representative calling again. Some 
articles were urgently needed, and finding the delays were causing much inconvenience, ne 
asked Mr. Crengel to supply goods at the prices quoted by the firm named by the committee. 
He wrote to the committee asking to be allowed to deal with him. The  committee refused but 
gave no reason. They refused again and again — three times altogether. Finally, the committee 
resigned. As for a suggestion that he had received a commission on the stationery, he 
characterised it as a miserable and contemptible insinuation. Mr. Flux then referred to the 
excellent reports received by the school from the inspectors.  
THE REAL CAUSE. The real trouble began with the alienation of money raised for adding' to 
the school library. This sum was spent by the committee on the school picnic. He had protested 
most strongly against this action of the committee on the ground that it was a breach of faith 
with parents, who had supplied the money for the definite purpose referred to. The library had 
never had its addition. The committee claimed that it had a perfect right to take money raised 
for one purpose and spend it. on what they chose. It was a very doubtful legal right, but what 
about its morality ? THE CASE FOR THE COMMITTEE. After Mr. Flux had finished, the 
chairman asked for a statement from the committee. After some bouts of banter Mr. Whitelaw, 



a member of the old committee, explained that there' had been' no animosity between^ Mr. 
Flux and himself. (Applause.) There was not the slightest reflection on Mr. Flux's honesty in 
the matter. The committee had to make both ends meet. It found it could purchase stationery at 
25 per cent, less than they had been paying before. It thought it could make a saving of £8 a 
year, more or less. The matter had not been before the householders' committee.  
Mr. Flux : I told you why.  
Personally, continued Mr. Whitelaw, he thought it was the duty of the committee to purchase 
stationery ; it was the duty of the committee to save money where it could be saved. Mr. Flux 
had refused to allow the children to assist at a concert on the ground that it interfered with the 
children's tuition. But he afterwards proposed to get up a concert to secure funds for the 
purchase of stationery. The matter came before the board, which gave the committee to 
understand that it was right and Mr. Flux was wrong. . 
 A MATTER OF ARITHMETIC. After further controversy, a householder asked : How came 
it that the committee acted so arbitrarily in not considering Mr. Flux about the stationery first 
of all ? I hold it was very bad taste on their part. (Hear, hear, and applause.)  
Mr. Whitelaw submitted that the committee had never in mind to infer anything with regard to 
the action of Mr. Flux. It had actually had a conference with Mr. Flux over the matter.  
Mr. Fitzgibbon : How much is annually spent on stationery?  
Mr. Flux: £10..  
Mr. Fitzgibbon : I understand Mr. Whitelaw to say that he would save about £8 a year or 20 
per cent. In that case the total amount spent on stationery would be £40 a year. (Laughter.)  
Mr. Whitelaw, with a . parting shot : "You're a smart fellow, you are; you will be elected on 
the committee," resumed his seat.  
Another member of the late committee expressed the opinion that Mr. Flux was. quite wrong, 
and the committee quite right.  
The Chairman : You have heard both sides, ladies and gentlemen. I can quite understand and 
sympathise with Mr. Flux's attitude after the misapplication of the money. It may be legally 
right ; it may be morally right; but it is absolutely wrong in my opinion." (Hear, hear, laughter, 
and applause.) 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. The following nominations were then received for the 
new committee : — P. C. Watt, A. F. Lauchlan, J. R. Clarke, H. Muller, A. J. Pollock, W. T. 
Morton, S. Howan, R. J. Barnes, A. B. Duff, W. A. Brown, E. C. Hayton, J. H. Woodley, W. 
F. Christie, J. Dennison, and R. A. Ferguson,  
After a long interval the following were declared elected: — J. R. Clarke 65, S. Howan 61, W. 
J. Morton 56, J. H. Woodley 58, R. J. Barnes 52, R. A. Ferguson 48, A. B. Duff 45, E. C. 
Hayton 44, P. C. Watt 42. (None of these gentlemen were on the old committee). The meeting 
closed with a vote of thanks to the chair.  
7th October 1910  Mr. R. A. Ferguson "has been elected secretary and treasurer of the   South 
Wellington School Committee 
15th October 1910 Sir,—l attended, the South Wellington School Committee election on 
Monday, 3rd, and was surprised to hear the spokesman of the committee defend, as proper and 
"moral," the action of his committee in spending (in spite of 'the headmaster's protest) on a 
picnic the funds that the headmaster had raised by special appeal to the parents, to extend the 
school library.. 'Further, he 'stated' that in this they had the approval of the board, and that the 



chairman had told them they were  quite right in their action. If this is so, I can quite easily 
Understand that the headmaster should say that if such principles were to obtain, that he could 
not, under any circumstances whatever, again ask parents for money, for to an ordinary man 
such methods are intolerable. To my simple mind. it amounts to obtaining money under false 
pretences; but the pity of it is that the committee did not obtain the money themselves. If they 
had they might have been a little more particular about breaking faith with the subscribers. It 
may seem that this, is not a very serious matter after all, but to my mind it wants probing, for, 
if the Education Board approves of this sort of business, what are we to think of the board 
itself? As to the late committee, they do not matter, for the householders have their measure. 
—I am, etc., DISGUSTED. 
26th November 1910 Mr. George Flux, headmaster of the South 'Wellington, School, has been 
elected president of the local branch of the Teachers' Institute, vice. Mr. J. A. Caughley, who 
has taken up an appointment in the Hawke's- Bay district. 
26th November 1910 Tenders for erecting the tennis court at the South  Wellington School are 
' invited 
30th November 1910  . Extended leave till July 31, 1911, was granted- by the Education Board 
yesterday to Miss M. Scott, assistant at South Wellington.  
16th December 1910 At the South Wellington School function the headmaster (Mr. G. Flux), 
presented' the gold medal, donated by Mr. , Crengel, to Nell Hind, the dux of the school, and 
another, the gift of the teachers, to, Willie Shirer, the top boy. Mr. Hosie's silver medal for the 
champion  shot was again won by Don Matheson. A second silver medal, given by Sergeant 
Marsden of the Highland Rifles,- . an old boy. for most improved marksmanship, was presented 
'to Frank Murray. Proficiency certificates gained at . the recent examination, 54 first-class and 
105 second-class attendance certificates, and caps to 'the last season's representative in .Rugby 
football were also presented, and the pupils then dispersed,' , after giving three cheers for the 
donors of medals, the teachers, and the headmaster. The senior, assistant-masters, Messrs. A. 
Mackenzie and J. Fanning received Christmas gifts from their pupils. 
 Attendance certificates were presented as follow : — Standard VIa : Alfred ' Banks, Ron. 
Beckley. Dagmar Arcus, Annie Hill, Dorothy Wilkening.  
Standard VIb Marjorie Flux. Ina Preston, Geo. Boesley.  
Standard V. (boys) : Albert Bell, Jack Christie, Frank Clarke, Edward Skinner, Huia Tonks, 
Kenneth Warwick.  
Standard V. (girls) : May Borthwick, Dorothy Clark, Eugenia Russell, Catherine Severn, Eva, 
Ward, Olive Wood.  
Standard IV. (boys) : Jack Chipper, Richard Baylis.  
Standard IV. (girls) : Elsie Green, Githa Preston, Kathleen Skinner, Dora Stewart.  
Standard III. (boys) : Walter Blackburn, Percy . Collier, Ian Carlyle, Benjamin Hills.  
Standard III (girls) : Rata Johnston, Dorothy Dick.  
Standard II. : Douglas Haigh, Hugh Masters, Edgar Worthington, Elevi Flux, Annie Skinner. 
Standard 1. : Edward Glennon, Thomas Johnson, Dagny Erickson, Evena Harrison, Ivy 
Russell, Chrissie Tate, Elsie Wilson.  
Primer I. : Violet Hague, Chas. Russell, George Hawe, Vera Grindrod.  
Primer II. : Thomas Bell, Norman Millar, Roy Millar, George Warwick.  
Primer III. : Hilda Collier, James Creswell. 



	

1911	
1911 778 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £390.00 
1911 778 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander D1 Assistant Master £285.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £225.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Fanning James F D2 Assistant Master £195.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Baird Laura E D2 Assistant Female £180.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Haigh Edith D2 Assistant Female  £165.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Davies Annie Lic Assistant Female £156.15 
1911 778 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D2 Assistant Female  £135.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Watson Florence D2 Assistant Female £125.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Callum Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £110.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Hitchcock Mary L C3 Assistant Female £100.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Williamson Grace A C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Feist Lily C5 Assistant Female £90.00 
1911 778 South Wellington McColl Rita  FP5 £55.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Lauchlan Winifred  FP5 £55.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Fogelburg Hilma  FP4 £55.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Andrews Florence  FP4 £55.00 
1911 778 South Wellington White Ella  FP3 £45.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Fairbrother Gladys  FP1 £45.00 
1911 778 South Wellington Gilpin  Annie  FP1 £20.00 

Lily Feist started as an assistant for the Wellington Education Board in 1911 at South 
Wellington until at least 1919. By 1921 she was at Berhampore until at least 1923 
Hilma Fogelburg was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1910 and 1911’ She was at 
training college in 1912 and 1913 and was an assistant at Clyde Quay in 1914 and 1915 
Ella White was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1910 and 1911’ She was at training 
college in 1912 and 1913 and was an assistant at Kilbirnie in 1914 and 1915 
Gladys  Fairbrother was  a pupil teacher at South Wellington in  1911 to 1913 and didn’t  
teach for the Wellington Education Board until 1921 at Dalefield. By 1923 she was sole teacher 
at Tablelands out of Martinborough 
Annie Gilpin {also Ann S) was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1911 and 1912. 1913 
and 1914 at Training College. 1915 to at least 1919 was at Maranui/Lyall Bay and 1921 to at 
least 1923 was an assistant at Seatoun In March 1928 appointed to Island bay and in March 
1938 was appointed Infant Mistress at Newtown.  
1982/32541 Gilpin Ann Smith 22 June 1895 

19th January 1911 WANTED, Tenders for Forming Approach from Russell-terrace to South 
Wellington School, Concrete Channel Drainage, etc. Particulars from P. C. Watt, Palm Grove, 
Chairman Committee. 
1st  January 1911 Wellington Education Board: South  Wellington, Storm sumps and gratings.  
 This following matters were referred ~.,., to the clerk of works for , report:—..,,,. South 
Wellington, Mrs Firth, permission, ~. to connect "with storm water drain. 



6th January 1911 NZEI Hokitika’ [Teachers’ Union] executive, Mr E U Just Mr: R.'B. Holmes, 
Mr. George Flux, and Mr. J. H. Harkness, 
1st February 1911  Wellington Education Board: Annie Gilpin appointed Probationer South 
Wellington/ Ella White appointed a Pupil Teacher South Wellington  
28th February 1911 Wellington Education Board The committee recommended that the 
following applications be declined  South, Wellington, special allowance, £66 
11th March 1911 he proceeds of the Star Pictures last evening (less expenses), amounting to 
£10, were presented by Mr. Manthel to the committee of the South Wellington School. Mr. P. 
C. Watt returned thanks on behalf of the committee.  
29th March 1911 Wellington Education Board: If necessary, the clerk of works will make a 
comprehensive report on' the drainage at the South Wellington. School. …… A library subsidy 
of £2 10s was -granted South Wellington:  
1st April 1911 Hamua [Between Eketahuna and Pahiatua]  Miss Chatwin, from South 
Wellington .School, has been relieving-assistant for the past' two months. She will be replaced 
by Miss Lee, of Manakau School, who has been appointed to the position.  
21st April 1911. An Annual meeting of those who ran a home for girls’ in Wellington were 
told A most satisfactory report from Mr. Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington School, in 
regard to the behaviour of those attending the school, was read. 
25th April 1911 "The supply of free books as carried out has been condemned by education 
boards, teachers' _ institutes, and other bodies on hygienic and other grounds. It is urged that 
in the interests of the health of the children and of the pockets of the parents it would be 
advantageous to spend the money on pads, exercise books, drawing books, compasses, pencils, 
etc. To make our system other than free in name, all school material should be free."—Extract 
from the annual report of the headmaster of South Wellington School (Mr. G. Flux), at the 
householders' meeting last evening……..One longs for a public opinion which will be 
sufficiently sound to recognise that to keep children from school without sufficient warrant is 
something approaching a crime, and that irregularity is the parent of many evils," observed the 
headmaster of South Wellington School in his annual report to his committee last evening. "A 
great majority of parents," be continued, "have long recognised this, hut there is still a small 
minority who need the spur of the law to induce them to do their duty by the children," be 
added. 
25th April 1911 There is too much of the cry, 'What can we do for the children? , and too little 
of the appeal to children to sacrifice their own pleasure for the sake of Others,, observed one 
of the city headmasters (Mr. G. Flux, of South Wellington) at his householders' meeting last 
evening. "It is my own opinion, formed from long experience, that the money spent on picnics 
would be expended to much greater advantage, and give much more permanent pleasure and 
profit to the children, if it were spent on libraries, tennis courts, and the like To spend £.30 to 
£40 on one day's pleasure while all the time the school is lacking in much that is necessary to 
make it an efficient institution, appears to me to be little short of foolishness." 
25th April 1911  GOOD AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. The annual meeting of householders of 
the South Wellington school district (was attended l>v about 80 people. Mr. \. C. Watts, 
chairman of the outgoing committee, presided.  
The annual' report of the committee stated that during the- six months of  the committee's term 
of office the originally-elected committee resigned after .'six months of office—several matters 



relating to the maintenance and equipment of the school received attention. The Russell Terrace 
approach to the school grounds was completed at a cost of £42, £20' of this being a subsidy 
from the Education Board. Mr. Manthel, of the Star Picture Proprietary, very kindly gave a 
performance lor the benefit of the school, the' takings amounting to £10 10s. The thanks of 
everyone connected with the school were due to Mr. Manthel for his act. This amount, with 
subscriptions received and subsidy from the. board, enabled the committee to pay all liabilities 
incurred by them, and some of the outstanding accounts handed over to them when they took 
office. The committee had also kept faith by voting £5 of the money subscribed to the library, 
this amount was subsidised by the board to the extent of £2 10s., making a total of £7 10s. 
During the year the capitation grant from the board was increased from £88 to £130. This extra 
amount would be of great assistance to the committee in many ways for replenishing 
equipment. Several matters were- recommended to the new committee for consideration—the 
amount of back capitation which should have been paid by the board, amounting to £66; repairs 
'to the paintwork; and an account of £33, due to the contractors who built the school. These 
were matters to be discussed with the Education Board, and, when they were settled, it would 
be more satisfactory for everybody. The headmaster and teaching staff wero congratulated on 
the high standard which the school still holds for proficiency. The financial statement disclosed 
a credit balance of. £18 10s. 5d.  
The number on the roll on March 31, stated the headmaster's report, was 835:, and the average 
attendance 810, or 96.5 [%]of the roll number. "Fine weather and the. absence of epidemics 
undoubtedly contributed to this excellent result, another factor probably lining the new 
regulation which forbids the absence of children of school age on any day the school is open," 
observed the headmaster (Mr. G. Flux). '"Th infant school is too small when compared with 
the main school," he stated. "Representations to this effect were made before building 
commenced, but without effect. I propose," he added, "to the incoming committee that a second 
tennis court , be laid down for the girls, and an asphalt or concrete cricket pitch, with matting, 
for the boys." The report and balance-sheet were adopted, and the' following committee was 
elected:— 
Messrs. R. J. Barnes, J. G. R. Clark, A. B. Duff, R. A. Ferguson, E. C. Hayton, S. Howan, W. 
T. J. Morton, P. C. Watt, and C. Startup. Messrs. P. C. Watt and R. A. Ferguson were, at a 
subsequent meeting of the new committee, elected chairman and secretary respectively.  
25th April 1911 At the end of a long article on teachers and promotion was this: Discussion 
at South Wellington. The same resolution brought forth a short discussion at the South 
Wellington School meeting. In the course of some explanatory remarks on the present system, 
Mr. G. Flux, the headmaster, said that teachers were degraded by the log-rolling: and wire-
pulling which went on. They had practically to go cap in hand to committees and others for 
professional advancement when they should be able to rise by their own individual merit. 
25th April 1911 Wellington Education Board Resignation accepted: J. Bairstow 
(assistant. South Wellington),  
26th April 1911 COULD MONEY BE BETTER EXPENDED? RELATIONS OF 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS. In his report to the householders of South Wellington on 
Monday evening last the headmaster (Mr. G. Flux) touched interestingly on several phases of 
school life.  



"With regard to school picnics I should like you to believe- that I am not averse to the functions, 
except on the ground of their inordinate cost when compared with the amount of pleasure or 
benefit resulting," said Mr. Flux. "I' give place to no one in desiring to give pleasure to children, 
but we can easily go too far in this direction. How seldom we ask children to sacrifice anything, 
and yet the most lasting pleasure lies in this direction. There  is too much of the cry •What can 
we do for the children?' and too little of the appeal to children to sacrifice their own pleasure 
for the sake of others. It is my own opinion, formed from a -long experience, that the money 
spent on picnics would be expended to much greater advantage, and give much more permanent 
pleasure and profit to the children, if it were spent on libraries, tennis courts, and the like," said 
the speaker. "To spend £30 or £40 on one day's pleasure, while all the time the school is lacking 
in much that is necessary to make it an efficient institution, appears to me to be little short of 
foolishness."  
ONE GOOD POINT. "It is not as though our children never enjoyed picnics, never had a day 
in the country, or rarely had a square  meal " added Mr. Flux. "I could better understand picnics 
under such conditions. One good point about picnics was  that they brought parents, teachers, 
and committee together, and made them better  acquainted, but they could all experience that 
pleasure- by coming to the annual meeting, and personally, I shall be glad to see parents at the 
school on some stated afternoon, in the week, when they can become better acquainted with 
the teachers, and learn to realise that teachers are with them, heart and soul, in the mutual work 
of education.  
NEED FOR WHOLE-HEARTED CONFIDENCE. "What we need, and what  we must have 
(said the speaker) if we are going to get the best out of our schools, is a whole-hearted 
confidence between parents and teachers — no suspicion, and no condemnation without full 
knowledge. The good of these little people is such a vitally important matter that no risks must 
be taken. If differences sometimes arise — in the best regulated families, they will arise^ — 
come and talk the matter over with me as between friends, and it will be hard if a settlement 
cannot be arrived at. Don't send petulant notes to other members of the staff, who, nine times 
out of ten, have only been carrying out my instructions ; above all, don't magnify some -remark 
made by a class teacher, possibly quite jocularly, or maybe, a little hastily, in the stress and 
strain entailed by the management of a family of 60 children. Do parents who have the 
oversight of a family of four  or five children, say, never make hasty remarks? It is a source of 
perpetual wonder to me that there is so little of this kind of thing, when I know how trying the 
work of a teacher is. For it has always to be remembered (concluded Mr. Flux) that while 
discipline has to be maintained, teaching has to go on at the same time." (Applause.) 
26th April 1911 Wellington Education Board: Work approved:  South Wellington Roof 
painting approved 
9th May 1911 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington — Assistant Mistress ; £90 to 
£105.  
31st May 1911 Wellington Education Board: 'Mr. G. G. Watson, was appointed lieutenant in 
No. 1 Company," South Wellington Junior Cadets………The clerk of works was instructed to 
advise the South Wellington School Committee regarding the school grounds. 
31st May 1911 Wellington Education Board:  Woodwork: South "Wellington Centre.— That 
circular saw and motor be provided 



2nd June 1911 Wellington City Council: hat it has authorised the superintendent of reserves to 
supply the necessary trees and shrubs to plant the vacant ground in front of the South 
Wellington School. 
10th June 1911 Part of an ad for a coronation exhibition included: SPECTACULAR CLUB 
EXERCISES ' By Fifty  Girls from the South Wellington School (by special permission ' of 
Mr. Flux).  
12th June 1911. Wellington Education Board appointed L Feist assistant mistress South 
Wellington  
24th June 1911 First out for Arbor Day is an honour that can be claimed by the South 
Wellington School Committee. The secretary, Mr. R. A. Ferguson, writes today to the Editor 
of The Post :"l have much pleasure in informing you that the committee on Tuesday evening, 
as part of its tree-planting scheme, decided to ask the headmaster for the cooperation of the 
scholars on Arbor Day in planting 100 shrubs, etc. We are encouraged by the advocacy of this 
work in your journal,; and trust that it will be taken up wherever the conditions are favourable. 
28th June 1912 Wellington Education Board: The inspectors were instructed to report on the 
necessity of erecting shelter sheds at Mitchelltown and South Wellington. and on the need for 
increased accommodation at Kahautara and Clareville Other small works at Ihuraua, South 
Wellington, and Lansdowne  were referred to the clerk of works for report.  
18th July 1911 The ground at the South Wellington School has been prepared to the 
satisfaction, of Mr. Glen, Superintendent of Re« server, who is therefore supplying the desired 
number of trees, The headmaster, Mr, Flux, -is selecting some of the elder children to assist in 
the planting at 9.30 to-morrow morning. There will be no formal ceremony.  
19th July 1911 AT THE SOUTH WELLINGTON  SCHOOL. No speeches and a large amount 
of enthusiastic tree-planting were' the more notable features of Arbor Day so far as the South 
Wellington School was concerned. Bands of boys and girls, with teachers and school 
committeemen in attendance early, were busy with spades and plants on that side of the 
schoolground overlooking the car sheds, Newtown, In the north corner an area of about an acre 
has been fenced off, and hundreds of hedge plants have been planted. This was done in the 
nature of preliminary work, and to-day the boys were busy, under general supervision, putting 
in about 80 trees—mostly native foliage. Many of the children brought along their own 
specimens. These, added to the excellent lot sent by the City Council, make up a collection 
which will leave a surplus. An unsightly-looking clay bank bordering ono side of the Russell-
terrace path has , been dotted with various species of ice plants, and lower down with taupata 
sprigs, all of which seem to have taken good hold of the somewhat uncongenial soil. The hedge 
row on the other side of the path is flourishing in a youthful fashion in similar ground. A bunch 
of girls were happy on the southwest corner planting taupata, cabbage trees, and other pleasant 
greenery. Mr. Startup, with other enthusiastic  committeemen, states, for the advice of tree-
planters in general, that plants Well established in pots first will grow in any sort of soil, An 
interested spectator  was a dot of very few years, who was sent  along to watch the planting of 
a tree which will be her especial care when in three years' time the small maiden begins her 
schoolwork. It only requires a fair proportion of the tree nurselings put in at the South 
Wellington School-ground to-day to be a success to make the area facing Russell Street a place 
of green pleasantness in the near future.  
 



24th July 1911 Part of a long article re Exhibitors Day at the Inauguration Carnival included: 
The programme included club drill by the South Wellington school girls. 
29th August 1911 Wellington Education Board: authorised:  South Wellington (interior 
improvements),  
1st November 1911 An application for additional accommodation at the South 
Wellington School came before the Education Board yesterday afternoon. The Chief Inspector 
(Mr. T. R. Fleming) stated that the attendance was about 730, and he thought the board should 
lay down the principle that where the attendance numbered 700, no addition should be made. 
Before long & new school would have to be erected somewhere in the distinct to accommodate 
the growing population and he suggested that a committee be set up to consider the whole 
question of the accommodation at the Island Bay, Newtown, and South Wellington Schools. 
The recommendation was adopted and the committee is to be informed accordingly 
14th November 1911 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington— Assistant, £90 to 
£105. 
20th November 1911 to The Editor Sir,— Will you kindly allow me to thank all those who 
subscribed to the Pendreigh Fund at the South Wellington School The fund, which amounted 
to £2O 0s 4d, is being administered by the Society for the Protection of Women and children.— 
l am, etc., GEO. FLUX. 20th November, 1911. 
2nd December 1911 South Wellington— Dado in Wood. ' All specifications may be seen at 
the Education Board Office, and at the respective schools; [the lower part of the wall of a room, 
below about waist height, when decorated differently from the upper part.] 
12th December 1911 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington, assistant master, Mr. F. 
J. Gaze. 
16th December 1911 At the breaking-up of the South Wellington School on Wednesday, Mr 
Crengell’s gold medal for the dux of the school was presented to Hugh Croll, and Mr Hosies 
medal for shooting to Don Matheson, for the third lime in succession. The committee presented 
a volume of Tennyson to Eugenia Russell, who has Just completed eight years' regular 
attendance. Fifty-eight proficiency and twenty-six competency certificates, ninety first-class 
(not absent once), and eighty-four second-class (not absent more than five half-days) 
attendance certificate© wore distributed. Mr Flux, the headmaster, addressed some 860 
children and parents , urging the former, especially those who were leaving, to rigidly observe 
the school motto, "Act well your part, there all the honour lies." During the luncheon hour the 
headmaster made presentations to Misses McColl, Lauchlan, Fogeiberg, and Andrew, who arc 
severing their commotion with the school. Several of the classes gave presents to their 
departing teachers. The winners of the Chamber of Commerce prizes were: For commercial 
arithmetic. Dorothy Clark; for writing, Hugh Croll; tor composition, Philip Miller 
19th December 1911 Wellington Education Board: A dado experiment is to be made on the 
walls of the smaller building at South Wellington School by the clerk of .works, and, if this is 
satisfactory, the larger building is to be proceeded with.  
19th December 1911 A  heroine amongst schoolgirls has been revealed at the South 
Wellington School : she has attended that school without intermission for no less than eight 
years. It was decided at to-day's meeting of the High School Board that the board's secretary 
should write to the pupil, complimenting" her on her excellent performance. 



20th December 1911 Wellington Education Board transfer of pupil teachers: Miss E Weisner 
Eketahuna to South Wellington; Miss O Clifford   Tokomaru to South Wellington 

1912	
1912 771 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £395.00 
1912 771 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander C1 Assistant Master £290.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £230.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Fanning James F D2 Assistant Master £200.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Haggett Doris E C5 Assistant Female £165.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Haigh Edith D2 Assistant Female  £165.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Davies Annie Lic Assistant Female £156.15 
1912 771 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D2 Assistant Female  £135.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Watson Florence D2 Assistant Female £135.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Callam Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £115.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Williamson Grace A C3 Assistant Female £105.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Feist Lily C5 Assistant Female £95.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Reyling Kathleen R   Assistant Female £90.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Gaze Frederick J C4 Assistant Female £90.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Wiesner Emily   FP4 £60.00 
1912 771 South Wellington White Ella   FP4 £55.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Fairbrother Gladys   FP2 £50.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Scott Isabella   FP2 £35.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Gilpin  Annie   FP2 £25.00 
1912 771 South Wellington Ponder Violet H   FP1 £20.00 

Doris E Haggett last taught at South Wellington for the Wellington Education Board  in 1909 
and her career is outlined in 1907 lists. 
Kathleen R Reyling    was at Clyde Quay 1908 to 1910 as a pupil teacher. She was at training 
college in 1911 and by 1912 to at least 1915 taught at South Wellington . In 1916 appointed  to 
Cross Creek School. 
Death: On November 30, 1918, at Normal School Temporary Hospital, of pneumonia, 
Kathleen Ruby, dearly beloved second daughter of Mrs. G. F. Reyling, 10 Russell Terrace, 
Wellington South; aged 26 years. 
Frederick J Gaze started teaching for the Wellington Education Board  at South Wellington 
in 1912. Was at Maranui 1913 to to 1921 and was headmaster of Paikakariki in 1923 
Emily Wiesner was a pupil teacher in Eketahuna in 1911 and South Wellington in 1912 she 
was then at Koputaroa north of Levin in 1913 and 1914 as an assistant. 
Isabella Scott was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1912 and Petone DHS 1914 to 1915. 
.By 1917 she was an assistant at Petone DHS. From 1919 to at least 1923 she was at Hutt DHS 
Violet H Ponder only taught in 1912 at South Wellington as a pupil teacher for the Wellington 
Education Board . 
18th January 1912 The following pupils from South Wellington School qualified by 
examination for free places in secondary school: John H Christie, Hugh G Croll, Florence M 
Futter, G W T Pound, Eugenia M Russell, Flora J Shaw, Edward J Skinner, Richard J Skinner 



30th January 1912 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington Introduction of gas into 
library 
2nd February 1912 CARETAKER, SOUTH WELLINGTON " ,' SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 
for, the above position are invited up to the 10th instant. Schedule of duties can be obtained 
from the .Head Master, on any. school' day between 1.30 and 3.30 p.m. R. A. FERGUSON, ' 
Hon. Sec. School Committee 
22nd February 1912 to-night! to-night! benefit ! benefit i benefit i ' In aid of the . SOUTH 
WELLINGTON SCHOOL TREAT, And WEST'S PICTURES, LTD. Stupendous and 
Brilliant Programme. POPULAR PRICES.  
27th March 1912 Wellington Education Board: The school caretaker was appointed caretaker 
of the manual centre at South Wellington.  
13th April 1912 THANKS. THE School Committee of the South Wellington Public School 
'hereby express their sincere thanks to" Messrs'. .West's, Ltd., and Hayward's, Ltd., for their 
generous action in giving the successful Picture Entertainment in the Star Theatre, Nev/town, 
last evening, in aid of the School Picnic Fund. . R. A. FERGUSON, Secretary. 
18th April 1912 The South Wellington Public School picnic, at Newtown Park yesterday, was 
favoured with fine weather, and an enjoyable day was spent. The teachers were assiduous in 
catering for the entertainment of the scholars. A varied programme of sports was provided, 
fifty events being well contested. The tug« o'-war was won by H. Scott's team, No. 1 
Championship Boys'' Race by H. Scott, No. 2 Championship Boys' Race by D. Mathieson, No. 
1 Championship Girls' Race by Kathleen Skinner, and No. 2 Championship Girls' Race by 
Edna Brooker. 
23rd April 1912 WELLINGTON SOUTH SCHOOL. Between 50 and 60 people • attended the 
meeting of householders in the Wellington South School. Mr. J. Chappell presided. 
The following committee was appointed —Messrs. R. A. Ferguson, A. B. Duff, W Harris, S. 
Howan, C. M. King, Charles: Carr, G. J. Startup, P. C. Walt, and W Read. 
Votes of thanks were passed to the outgoing committee, and to the school staff. 
The outgoing committee, in their annual report, expressed regret that the work of levelling the 
ground on the Rintoul Street side of the school had not been accomplished during their term, 
although important preliminary work had been done. 'In view of this work, the committee had 
conserved its funds, and with the assistance) of the board, parents, and well-wishers of the 
school they trusted that the committee for the next term would take up the work and carry it to 
a successful issue. The demands of the district for more school accommodation, the committee 
stated, is being acutely felt. The committee  had the matter before, the Board practically all the 
year, and waited on the board on March 29, and after discussing the matter they promised to 
approach the Education Department, with a request for a. new school to be built in the district. 
If this done the school boundaries will be readjusted,  
The committee recorded its thanks to Mr. Crengel for a gold medal presented by him to the 
Dux of .the school, to Mr; Hosie for a silver medal to the best shot among the cadets, to West's, 
Ltd.. and Heyward's, Ltd., of the Star Pictures, who gave a benefit performance in aid of the 
picnic fund, and other donors to the' fund, and to the headmaster, Mr. Flux, and his staff, for 
the assistance rendered to the committee during the year in carrying out their duties. 
23rd April 1912  Very soon after the original South Wellington School was built difficulty was 
experienced in accommodating all the children who applied for admission, and even after the 



advent of the present building the school has been in a more or less overcrowded state. At last 
night's meeting of householders of the district, Mr. Flux, the headmaster, touched on the matter. 
He stated that the school's waiting list contained from 100 to 150 names at present. The 
committee had applied for more accommodation, but as the Department had an unwritten rule 
that it would not build schools to accommodate more than 600 pupils in average attendance, it 
was understood  that a new school would be built in the neighbourhood in order to relieve the 
pressure. The contention of the Department that no head teacher could effectively control more 
than 600 pupils was in theory defensible, remarked Mr. Flux, but when carried into •practice 
under the present regulations as regards staffing etc., it was not difficult to pick hole in it. While 
it was difficult to convince even those, who were considered experts in school organisation that 
this was so, he considered it was almost impossible, in an annual report, to make it clear to a 
layman. 
23rd April 1912 In his report presented to the annual meeting of householders last evening, the 
headmaster of the Wellington South School (Mr. G. Flux) stated that, he had received in appeal 
from the Society of Arts for school subscriptions towards the purchase of a picture lor the 
National Gallery. The idea was, lie said, that pupils of the various schools should bring their 
miles and that, the total sum realised should be expended in purchasing a picture to bear a label 
indicating how it had been acquired. Mr. Flux stated that he would be glad if parents 
encouraged their children to help on this laudable object 
23rd April 1912 Several matters, more or less directly affecting the interests of pupils, were 
touched on by Mr. Flux, headmaster of the South. Wellington. School,, at last night's meeting 
of householders of the South Wellington school district.  
In his introductory remarks, Mir. Flux said that he did not imagine that all present would agree 
with what he said, but he asked them to be good enough to believe that it was the honest 
expression of a. belief founded on a very long experience. 
 "Those present tonight," he said '"must have noticed what a large number of boys in' the city 
have been brought before the Juvenile Court during the past few months. Now. while I do not 
for one moment think the schools are responsible for ' this, the minds of teachers, with a right 
sense of duty, cannot but be exercised to try and find out the cause. It has  been said that city 
life becomes every year more and more complex, and that therefore the responsibilities of city 
parents, especially, are constantly increasing. There is ground for fearing that many of them do 
not rise to their responsibilities — that in too many cases, the street, often late into the night, is 
allowed to claim the children.  
PICTURE SHOWS AND CHURCHES. The advent of and the rapid increase in the number of 
picture shows, doubtless, is responsible for some of this. Even the churches, with the best 
intentions, no doubt, but mistakenly I believe, bring children out at night, and not seldom 
without proper guardians. Instances of this come under my notice in dealing with children. A 
mother sent her children to a church meeting and was shocked to find that instead they had 
been to a picture show. Instances, too, of children pilfering money in order to be able to attend 
these shows are not unknown to me. A mania, for this, class of entertainment seems to possess 
children and adults alike. All, especially the young, need recreation, but when it becomes a 
habit, it ceases to be recreation in the true sense. I have ascertained by questioning that a 
number of children attend picture shows as many as 
 three times in a week;, many more attend them twice weekly.  



THE VALUE OF PICTURES. "A good many parents, it is to be feared, solace themselves with 
the notion that many of the pictures are instructive. No doubt the subject of the picture often 
is, but what permanent impression of any real value is left on the minds of children by the rapid 
passing before the eye of hundreds of yards of these pictures at one sitting? They impress the 
eye for a moment, the mind scarcely at all, except to befog it. The picture show that relied on 
the so-called educative film for the whole of it entertainment would die within a month. Then 
what is the attraction which draws crowds every night in the week? Let those who are constant 
patrons answer the question. As for the educative element in them, I may say that it is quite a 
common occurrence for pupils to say, when under instruction, * I read about that in such and 
such a book,' but I cannot remember' an instance of a pupil saying, 'I saw that illustrated at a 
picture show.'  
THE TASTE FOR ART. "We hear a good deal about the lack of a taste  for art among New 
Zealanders," continued Mr. Flux, "but I honestly believe that if there is one thing more than 
another calculated to kill a taste for what is beautiful and elevating, the picture show is that 
thing. I am sure  of this, that the picture-show has rendered the work of teaching infinitely more 
difficult, because it has created a distaste for anything solid, and a corresponding craving for 
what is ephemeral and evanescent." 
RUBBISHY LITERATURE. Mr. Flux then touched on the question of literature, and in the 
course of his remarks he said that it is intensely disappointing to thoughtful teacher is that good 
reading matter is passed over for the sake of the rubbishy, vulgar stuff one so often sees in. the 
hands of children. Recently he had noticed several boys reading a paper such, as he had 
described, and he wondered whether the parents of the lads knew their boys purchased the 
baneful , stuff. "I could wish," Mr. Flux feelingly remarked, "all booksellers would join hands 
with teachers by refusing to stock the rubbish. The question for us teachers is : 'How are we to 
counteract the growing taste for low and vulgar reading? Why have we largely failed to induce 
the opposite taster Most of our schools possess libraries, although often indifferently supported, 
but there is evidence that they are not having the effect they were intended to have. We teach 
the mechanical part of reading in school, aye, and take some pains to create in our pupils a taste 
for decent literature; then why do we find, in so many cases, a taste in the opposite direction ?  
DUTY OF PARENTS. "Have parents anything to say to this? Do they always supervise and 
control their children's Reading? .Reading of some kind they must and will have, and it is the 
bounden duty of every parent among us to take such steps as shall give our- boys and girls a 
bent in the right direction, not by forbidding all reading, but by encouraging the right kind of 
literature. The supply of free books should help in this direction but it will not have the effect 
it should' have until we obtain such a revision of the syllabus as will allow more time for reading 
and the study of English." Mr. Flux concluded with, the remark that an awakened public 
conscience was needed in connection with the matter of questionable literature, and teachers, 
whose voices should more often be heard in the land, must take their share in awakening it. 
Owing to a misunderstanding, Mr. Flux's report was not discussed. A motion for its adoption 
was carried immediately the speaker sat down. Subsequently, however, a householder 
remarked that it would be as well if the reference to the Churches was brought under- the notice 
of the Ministers' Association. 
 A CONTRARY VIEW. The kinematograph aa a means of providing education in our schools 
was referred to by Mr. F. G. A. Stuckey, headmaster of the Island Bay School, last evening. 



Everyone recognised, said Mr. Stuckey, that moving pictures were going to play in the near 
future an important part in our education system. He had endeavoured -to secure during the 
year just past some geographical films of such a nature as would prove instructive to the pupils, 
but, unfortunately, he was forced by circumstances over which he had no control to abandon 
the project when everything was practically arranged. However, he hoped that by next year he 
would be able to report that, in the Island Bay School at least-, moving pictures as a means of 
education were not a dream, but. a reality. Sentiments which, led one householder to remark 
that, in some subjects,' ten minutes' view of a picture film would be of more value than ten 
hours' study. 
24th April 1912 . In the annual report of the South Wellington School Committee, presented to 
the meeting of householders on Monday evening, mention was made of a record attendance by 
a girl named Eugenia Russell, who had attended school without a single break for eight years. 
In recognition of the achievement, the committee decided to present her with a special prize.  
22nd May 1912  The pupils attending the Wellington South School have subscribed £7 8s 
towards the picture to be presented to the National Gallery as from the primary schools of 
Wellington and suburbs. 
16th July 1912 The tree* planted by the children of the South Wellington School last year are 
making good progress. This year the committee proposes to plant the avenue with wind-
resisting shrubs, and to establish a nursery for the children, and to distribute the products among 
the various Wellington schools. To-morrow a competition held during the year will be decided. 
Each child who entered a year ago was provided with a tree, to be grown in & pot, and the 
results are to be judged by Mr. W. H. P. Barber on the basis of their suitability for planting in 
the school grounds. The first prize is a guinea, and the second half a guinea. 
28th August 1912 Wellington Education Board  South Wellington (improvement of water 
service), S. L. Russell, as per conditions set forth in his letter; £o authorised for_ reconstruction 
of grating and frame of boiler.  
14th September 1912 ASHALTERS AND CARPENTERS. TENDERS. separate or combined, 
are  invited for the. Construction of Tennis- Courts at South Wellington Public school. Tenders 
to close at noon on Tuesday, 17th September, and to be addressed to the Chairman, 48, Leraud 
St. Plans- and specifications- can be inspected at the School on any school day during school 
hours- The lowest or tender not necessarily accepted. R. A. Ferguson Hon, Sec, Committee.  
21st September 1912 TENDERS are invited for Renting Courts at  the South Wellington Public 
Sohool, from October, 1912, to 30th September; 1913. Conditions may be seen at, the School 
during school hours. Tenders close on Tuesday, 8th October, and to be addressed to the 
undersigned. R. A. FERGUSON, Hon. See. Committee. 
25th September 1912 Wellington Education Board: but the outgoings this' month had 'been 
heavy, including a sum of .£3750 for a new site at South Wellington, of which the total cost 
was .£3950.' The board, of course, would be repaid this amount by the 'Government.  
25th September 1912  The resignations of Miss M. Hitchcock (assistant teacher at South 
Wellington) and Mr. H. T. M. Fathers (assistant at Maranui) were accepted by the Wellington 
Education Board. 
9th October 1912 Wellington Education Board: South. Wellington— Assistant;. £90 to £105. 
11th October 1912  At the last meeting of the South Wellington School Committee, it was 
decided to fill in - the hollow on the south side of Russell-terrace, and to erect a playing shed 



for the infant children. Two new tennis courts for the elder girls, and an asphalt cricket pitch 
for the boys, have just been completed, and, with the proposed shed for the infants, will provide 
recreation for all the children attending the school. 
29th October 1912 Wellington Education Board Grant authorised South Wellington (subsidy, 
asphalting, etc.),……..  It. was decided that members of the board visit the site of the new 
school at South Wellington; that a sum not exceeding £10 be authorised for estimate of 
improving town acre 1068; and that the directors of the Mornington Estate be informed of the 
position regarding South Wellington. 
30th October 1912 An advance of £5OOO was also approved towards the cost of a new school, 
to servo the increasing juvenile population of the South Wellington, portion of the city  on a 
site somewhere between the existing school at Berhampore and the Island Bay School. The 
new school is expected to relieve the congestion in the Island Bay, Berhampore, and Brooklyn 
Schools, and at the same  time, from 'its situation make some provision for the school 
population at Vogeltown. 
30th October 1912  WELLINGTON EDUCATION BOARD. TENDERS for the Erection of 
new  Latrines in brick, at South Wellington School, will be received at the Education Board 
Office up to Noon of Thursday, 14th November. Plans and specifications may  be seen at the 
Education Board Office. The lowest or any tender not. necessarily accepted. G. L. STEWART, 
Secretary. 
13th November 1912 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington (Infant Department)— ' 
Assistant Mistress, £90 to £105 Appointment South Wellington Miss E von Keisenberg 
10th December 1912 Wellington Education Board:  The board placed on record its appreciation 
of the services of Miss L. Baird (deceased), assistant at the South Wellington School, and 
passed a motion of condolence with her relatives 
11th December 1912 Wellington Education Board: Miss V Ham appointed South Wellington 
[Miss Ham was not teaching for the Wellington Education Board  at December 1912 Taught 
in 1911  and 1913 elsewhere.] 
11th December 1912 South Wellington, assistant mistress (transfer), Miss S. Mallabarr [From 
Kaitawa] 
20th December 1912 South Wellington: Out of respect ,for a highly-esteemed member of the 
staff, who died as recently as a fortnight ago, the committee and teachers decided to dispense 
with any formal ceremony at the breaking-tip of thin school, but opportunity was taken by the 
headmaster to give a few words of counsel -to the pupils, especially to those of them who were 
leaving the school for good to proceed to the secondary or technical schools or to work,_ urging 
them to be loyal to the traditions of the school they Were leaving and to carry a similar loyalty 
into the schools to which they were proceeding. Those who were going straight into work that 
loyalty, if it were qt the stamp he hoped it was, would often keep them straight when 
temptations came to them to be slack in their work, or to make play and sport the chief aim of 
life. Kept in its proper place sport -clean sport-~would serve a valuable purpose^ but it must, 
be a loyalty which subordinated everything to  the good name of the clubs to which they 
belonged, and selfish interests must be brushed aside. After wishing the teachers and children 
a happy Christmas holiday, the headmaster presented Isabel Clark, the dux of the school, with 
the gold medal given' by Mr. Crengel for this purpose, that gentleman having given a similar 
"medal for several years "past. The committee and teachers thank Mr. Crengel for his present. 



Seventy-three proficiency and nineteen competency certificates were presented to pupils of the 
Sixth Standard, also ninety two first class and one hundred and eleven second-class attendance-
certificates, together with a number of swimming certificates given by the Amateur Swimming 
Association. 

1913	
1913 808 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £400.00 
1913 808 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander C1 Assistant Master £290.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £235.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Fanning James F D2 Assistant Master £205.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Haigh Edith D2 Assistant Female  £165.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Davies Annie Lic Assistant Female £156.15 
1913 808 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D2 Assistant Female  £135.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Callum Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £120.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Mallabarr Sophia D3 Assistant Female £105.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Tonkinson Lizzie G D3 Assistant Female £105.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Von Keisenberg Ernistine M D4 Assistant Female £105.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Hargreaves Lily C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Feist Lily C5 Assistant Female £95.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Reyling Kathleen R D4 Assistant Female £90.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Fairbrother Gladys  FP3 £55.00 
1913 808 South Wellington Francis Doris A  FP3 £55.00 

Sophia Mallabarr was a pupil teacher 1909 to 1912 at Kaitawa 7 Kilometres east of Pahiatua. 
1913 to 1915 she was an assistant at South Wellington. By 1917 she was at Island Bay until 
around 1919 and did not teach for the Wellington Education Board again. 
Lizzie G Tonkinson was a pupil teacher at Levin 1910 to 1912. Then as an assistant at South 
Wellington in 1913 and 1914 and finally for the Wellington Education Board at Berhampore  
until May 1916 
Ernistine M Von Keisenberg was a pupil teacher at Masterton in 1906 until 1909. By 1910 
until 1912 she was at Levin and was at South Wellington in 1913 
At St. Mark's Church the wedding took place of Miss E. yon Keisenberg, eldest daughter of 
Mrs. Von Keisenberg, of Masterton, to Mr. J. G. Hunter, second son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Hunter, of Petone. The bride, who was given away by her brother, Mr. H. yon Keisenberg, of 
Masterton, was attended by Miss S. Mallabar as bridesmaid, while Mr. W. E. Willis acted as 
best man. After the ceremony a reception was held at Mrs. Gardiner's residence, 6, Hawkers 
street.  
Lily Hargreaves only taught under this name for the Wellington Education Board in 1913. 
There was a Lizzie Hargreaves who taught at Maranui/Lyall Bay 1914 to 1919 and Normal 
school in 1923 whom may have been the same teacher. 
Doris A Francis taught as  a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1913 and Brooklyn 1914. 
As a qualified teacher she was at Terrace School in 1919 and from 1921 to at least 1923 was 
teaching at Haitaitai 
14th January 1913 Wellington Education Board : South Wellington Assistant £165 to £180 



29th January 1913 Pupil Teacher Appointments Wellington Education Board: Doris Francis 
Isabella Cook from South Wellington to Petone. 
29th January 1913 Wellington Education Board Sites: South Wellington: That plans of 
proposed grading and building, with estimates, be transmitted to the department. 
10th February 1913 Maranui School: At a meeting of the Maranui School Committee, -Mr. 
Fred Gaze, of South Wellington School, was selected as second male assistant. 
11th February 1913 Wellington Education Board:  Miss E Haigh appointed assistant. 
12th February 1913 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington Assistant Master £150 to 
£165: South Wellington— Assistant Mistress. £90 to £105.  
26th February 1908 Re Free Places available at Wellington Girls College: 
 26th February 1913 FREE PLACE GIRL STUDENTS. AT THE HIGH SCHOOL. 
HEADMASTER'S COMPLAINT. A complaint that a number of girls who were entitled to free 
places in the Wellington Girls' College, and had been excluded for no apparent reason, was the 
subject of a discussion  at yesterday's meeting of the Education Board, 'the  complaint was 
formulated in a letter, and read as follows:—  
"To the secretary, Education Board, —On behalf of several parents of children 'who obtained 
proficiency certificates at the 1912 examination of this school, I desire to bring to the notice of 
the board what appears to them and me an unfair discrimination between the pupils of 'different 
schools made by the authorities of the Girls' College. '  
"When our girls with proficiency certificates applied for admission they were told they could 
not be accepted because they had not applied for -admission on or before December 18, 1912. 
Now, wo have been advised, for reasons which are probably known to the board, not to make 
known the results of the examinations until the day of breaking up (last year,- December 19th  
so that it was impossible for our girls to apply on or before December, 18. 
 "I am informed on good authority that as soon as the examination was over, some schools gave 
out the results and immediately made application to the Girls' College for the admission of their 
pupils, and that these applicants were admitted on the reopening of the college, while our girls 
were penalised as a result of my following out the suggestion of my superior officer. "I was 
totally unaware that any date had been fixed on or before which application should be made, 
and as far as I can ascertain no such date was advertised. 
 "If there is not room to accommodate all the proficiency certificate holders . applying, then, in 
fairness, the places should be shared pro rata; as it is practically all the pupils of some schools 
have  been taken, while  all those of other schools have been  refused, the latter for no fault of 
their own. 
 "Some of our girls have been waiting about in the hope of', being eventually admitted. Of these 
some are at home still, while a few have returned to us. "These on whose behalf I write ask 
your' board to be good enough to use its good offices to prevent such discrimination in the 
future, even though it may be too late to mend, matters this year.—l am, etc., "(Signed) GEO. 
.FLUX, "Headmaster, S. Wellington School." Not the Only Complaint. Mr. J. G. W. Aitken 
said that South Wellington School was not alone in regard to this complaint. There were many 
other schools in Wellington which were also complaining 
12th March 1913  South Wellington, assistant master, Mr. F Beechey; assistant mistress, Miss 
K. Reyling  



12th March 1913 The circulating library idea in connection with the Clyde Quay School-the 
four upper standards of which are supplied by the Free Public Library—has been so successful 
that it has been decided to extend it as opportunity serves. So far only the scholars of the Clyde 
Quay School have enjoyed the privilege of free literature, but this is now to be extended to 
the Wellington South School, probably from May next.' 
14th March 1913  Tonight’s performance comprises a combined programme of special pictures 
and concert items. The occasion takes the form of a benefit entertainment to raise funds for a 
sand playhouse for the younger children of the. South Wellington School. Little Miss Cecil 
Haines, who was so successful in the recent Competitions, ,will give recitations from Dickens. 
Special prices are announced for to-night Only 
15th March 1913  By 8 o'clock last evening the Star Theatre, Newtown, was taxed to its utmost 
capacity, the occasion being a benefit performance m aid of the new [Sand] playhouse for the 
infants attending the South Wellington School. Not only did motion pictures constitute the 
programme, but a. number of elocutionary and other items were contributed. In this connection 
a scene from Charles Dickens's "David Copperfield,-" in which Miss Cecil Raines 
impersonated David, and Master Power the waiter, greatly delighted the audience. Both wero 
recalled, and i each contributed a. red* ai ion. A song by Master Pa.ukhur.st was pleasingly 
rendered, and he, too, had to respond  to an encore Miss McLennan (with Piper Frost as 
accompanist) gave a Highland Fling. which was also appreciated, as was a musical monologue, 
"The Game of Life." by Mrs. Martin Williams, who gave as an encore number a recitation. A 
very appropriate selection of pictures was presented, two educational films, "Making Paper 
from Wood" and "Manufacturing Motorcycles," being particularly interesting. Comedy was 
well represented, "The Truant's Doom," "Handbag," "Una of the Sierras," and "Persistent 
Lover" evoking much laughter. Two scenic films, "Island of Rhodes" and "Life' in the Desert." 
and a drama, "Three Friends." also added to the evening's enjoyment. "For Their Country" 
occupied pride of place at to-day's matinee. 
28th March 1913 Wellington Education Board: Miss V Ponder probationer South Wellington 
resigned. Leave of absence granted to Miss G Fairbrother 
1st April 1913 To the Editor “N.Z. Times.” Sir, —On behalf of the committee of the South 
Wellington State School, I have to take exception to the letter signed W. J. H., Island Bay, 
March 26th, as to the treatment accorded the boys’ band attached to the Bt. Thomas’s Cadets. 
“W.J.H.” is evidently not conversant with the true position. The hall and part of the ground is 
rented for drill purposes on Friday evenings by the Defence Department. The chairman of the 
committee found the band on the grounds on Wednesday evening, and on asking Mr Brown 
for an explanation was informed that Mr Baxter should have asked permission for the use of 
the ground on Wednesday evenings. They took possession on subsequent Wednesdays, and as 
no application had been made to the committee, they were warned off by the chairman pending 
permission being asked for and granted.—l am, ©to., . R. A. FERGUSON, Hon. Sec. 
Committee. Wellington, March 31st. 
 3rd April 1913 Miss G. Williamson, assistant of the Wellington South School, has been 
promoted to an assistantship in the Normal School. 
10th April 1913 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington— Assistant Mistress, lower 
standard class; £90 to £105. 
29th April 1913 EACHERS AS CLERKS. A HEADMASTER'S PROTEST. 



' As is so often the ease, we institute  reforms without adequately considering the machinery 
for carrying them out," commented Mr. Geo. : Flux, headmaster of South Wellington School, 
in his report to the householders at the annual meeting last evening, apropos of the new system 
of medical ' inspection in schools,, "For example, he said, "head teachers are asked each year 
to examine the children. to weigh them, to measure' them to test their sight, etc., and to' register 
the results on certain cards, which operation, for each child will take at least twenty minutes. 
This would' mean, in the case of a. large school like this, fully eleven weeks, if every minute 
of these weeks were so employed. 'What is to happen to the rest of my work during that time? 
When it is remembered that the medical inspector, who visited the school at the end of last 
year, with the aid of two' assistants, examined on an average only thirty pupils  per day, it will 
be seen what a formidable task this one thing alone is. It is important work, and I am sure 
teachers wish to loyally co-operate in the doing of it, but they do desire that the conditions shall 
be known. They do not wish to become; as they have already largely become, mere  -registering 
agents. A good deal of a head teacher's time is now occupied in work which could quite well 
be done by a junior at 25s. or 30s. a week, and meanwhile the general supervision has to suffer. 
"Why," asked the speaker, "should the most expensively-paid teacher, and, presumably, the 
most experienced, engaged in mere clerical work? I submit, then, that thetime has arrived when 
the head teachers of all the larger schools should be provided with a supernumerary, whose 
duty it should be to carry out all the purely mechanical and clerical work in connection with 
medical inspection, and the general work of the school, and thus to set the head teacher free to 
do his legitimate work of supervision. It is beside the mark to say that all -this kind of work 
should be done out of school hours. A good deal is so done already, but much of it must be 
done in school hours. Such a supernumerary, if a professional teacher, could be utilised in 
taking the classed of teachers temporarily absent on sick leave, and so obviate the necessity 
.for relieving teachers in these largo schools." 
19th April 1913 The committee records its deep regret at the loss sustained by the dentil of Mss 
Baird, who has been om the staff for a number of years, and had proved a zealous and 
painstaking teacher," was the tribute paid a recently deceased and highly respected member of 
the teaching staff by the committee of the South Wellington School at the annual meeting of 
householders last evening. 
29th April 1913 A very large gathering' of householders, described by the headmaster (Mr. 
Geo. Flux) as one of: the best, meetings, of householders he had ever seen at the school, 
attended.;, the annual, meeting at South Wellington School last - evening. The annual: report.- 
of the.' committee, which was read and adopted, referred to the principal improvement  . works 
that  had been done during the year— ,'courts for 'the girls, '. an . asphalt cricket pitch for. the 
boys, the filling in of  a portion, of the 'grounds—for. which due thanks' for ..assistance was 
accorded' to the city engineer (Mr. W. H. Morton— -and the improvement of the heat  radiators, 
which had not been very satisfactory  The. finances of the school were shown to be. in a very 
satisfactory position, there being £45. (plus £8 ;12s 6d. in unpresented cheques) to credit. • The 
following committee was elected for the ensuing year':—Messrs. R. A. Ferguson, P. C. Watt, 
A. B. Duff. G. W. Key, W. C; Reid, G. J. Startup, J. E. Gamble, J. Kelleher, and 0. Golf. 
30th April 1913 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington: Asbestos packing for boiler 
30th April 1913  Exploiting the Schools, The matter of organising school concerts wherewith 
to eke out the slender resources of the school treasurer was also, the subject of comment by the 



headmaster of the South Wellington School (Mr. G. Flux) at the annual meeting of 
householders last evening. "There is a tendency on the part of all sorts of outside bodies," he 
said, ''to exploit the schools for one purpose and another. Every year makes the work of the 
teacher more and more exacting—a little added hero and a little there—but the week still 
remains a' week. As I said at an annual meeting two or three years ago, many of these outside 
things are quite laudable in themselves, but the schools, with the demands at present made on 
them, are not the places for their propagation………… 
30th April 1913 Mr. George Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington School, touched upon 
; the scarcity of male teachers at the meeting of householders on Monday, and the increasing 
danger which threatened the ' education system owing to the constant changes in the school 
staffs. "I have been led to speak of this," said Mr. Flux, "because we have suffered in this 
particular more this year than in any year since the school was established. I am not blaming 
any particular person j or body of persons for this state of affairs, least of all the teachers who 
have left us in the endeavour to better their positions. …….. 
30th April 1913 It has been proposed that an open air class-room should be established in 
connection with the South Wellington school, and the matter came before the Education Board 
yesterday, when it was decided the chairman of the board (Mr R. Lee) and the inspector (Mr 
Fleming) should confer with the chairman of the school committee. 
19th May 1913 INVITATION TO STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS. ALL State School 
Teachers, whether for or against the Bible in State Schools' League Programme, are cordially 
invited to meet Mr. Gripp, a Senior Inspector of Queensland State Schools, at Godber's, Cuba-
street, on THURSDAY EVENING, 22nd instant, at 8 o'clock, to have an informal chat with 
him about the Working of Bible-reading in the State Schools of Queensland. 
GEO. FLUX, Convener 
23rd May 1913 A peculiar difficulty has recently cropped up in connection with the 
appointment of a teacher oil the staff of the South Wellington School. Under the Act, the 
Education Board must send in to the committee a list of four of the candidates for a particular 
appointment, leaving (o the committee the task of making the final selection, which, when 
made, must be confirmed by line board. In the list pent to the South Wellington Committee for 
(he appointment under mention was the name of a teacher who had special aptitude for infant 
class work, and the committee, exercising its right of selection, nominated her for appointment. 
The letter was acknowledged, but the committee was shortly afterwards surprised to lion r_ 
from the Education Board that the appointment could not be confirmed, as the teacher had been 
appointed lo another school. The South Wellington Committee now desires to have it.? 
position made clear and is also curious to know how it befell that the name of the teacher 
nominated by it was allowed to go before the committee of another school. The matter will be 
ventilated ,it the board's meeting next Tuesday. 
27th May 1913 On the application of the Wellington Education Board, the Department of 
Education has made a grant for the purchase of a site on which to erect a new school in 
the South Wellington district, in the triangle on the hillside between the present South 
Wellington School. Island Bay, and Brooklyn. Negotiations for the purchase are now 
practically completed, and it is understood that preparations for the erection of the new school 
are to be commenced without delay. 



27th May 1913 No provision having hitherto been made for outside shelter for the infants 
at Wellington South School, the committee appointed visited the school and recommended to 
the Education Board that it proceed with the erection of shelter shed in a suitable position to 
meet the requirements of the infants on the lines of proposal previously deferred. This the board 
agreed to to-day. 
28th May 1913 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, cookery room, painting of 
walls; 
28th May 1913 Wellington Education Board: Resignation of Mr V Jacobson Pupil Teacher 
accepted. 
28th May 1913 Wellington Education Board: ; South Wellington, plumbing work, painting, 
and half cost of fencing; 
28th May 1913 In roll comparison of all Wellington Education Board schools shows South 
Wellington had 515 average roll in 1900 and 771 in 1912 
13th June 1913 The libraries committee reported to the City Coon oil last evening that they had 
received the following letter from the secretary of the South Wellington State school:—“At the 
annual meeting of the householders it was decided that a letter of thanks be forwarded to your 
council extending to our school your system of free library books. One of the book cases with 
a number of volumes arranged in it was on view at the meeting, and the residents expressed 
their gratification at the benefit conferred on the school.” 
25th June 1913 The question of the validity of three school committee elections was raised at 
the Education Board meeting yesterday, when petitions on the subject were received in 
connection with the elections at South Wellington, Whareama (Masterton district), and 
Alfredton. With regard to South Wellington, it was declared that two persons living outside the 
district, and having no children at school, had voted, and the margin between the last elected 
committeeman and the, first two or three defeated candidates was so close that the result of the 
election might have been affected by two votes. After consideration of the petitions the board 
decided that fresh elections be ordered at South Wellington and Whareama. 
25th June 1913 Wellington Education Board:   A communication was received from the 
committee of the Presbyterian Orphanage and Social Service Association, requesting that a 
side school be temporarily established at the orphanage and a teacher provided. Mr Aitken 
moved that the letter be referred to the inspector for a report. The children in the orphanage, he 
said, could not get into the South Wellington School, which was too crowded to take them in. 
Aa a result they had to walk to Island Bay. The suggestion was that a side school should be 
established near the orphanage or in the neighbourhood so as to take in the children and any 
other children that might be offering.  
1st July 1913 SOUTH WELLINGTON DISTRICT. A MEETING of Householders of the ! 
above School District will be held in the School, South Wellington, on ; MONDAY, 21st. 
JULY, at 8 p.m. for the purpose of electing' a School Committee for the year ending 31st 
'March, 1914. 
10th July 1913 Arbor Day: South Wellington School : 50 varied shrubs.  
21st July 1913 Considerable interest is being taken in the election of a new committee for 
the Wellington South School district. At the annual meeting of householders some "weeks ago 
a committee was elected for the ensuing year but owing to an allegation that some people living 
out of the district had voted, the Education Board declared the election void, and directed that 



another should be held. This will take place to-night, and it is stated that the meeting is likely 
to be very largely attended.  
22nd July 1913 A meeting of the residents of Wellington South was held in the schoolroom 
last, evening ,for the purpose of electing a new school committee, the election sonic months 
ago having been declared void. The election last evening resulted in the following being 
elected: —Messrs. A. 13, July (chairman), G. W. Key, T. Wilson (secretary pro tern), G. J. 
Startup, J. G. K, Clark. W. G. Head, J. Denniston, W. Harris, and C. Orr. 
22nd August 1913  Last night, the- Wellington City Council passed the following resolution: 
''The South Wellington State School Committee should be informed that their resolution 
requesting the removal of the Smallpox Isolation Hospital from the South Wellington School 
district will be taken into consideration at an early date. 
27th August 1913 Wellington Education Board: A request from the Wellington South 
School Committee for a shelter shed to be erected on the north side of the main building was 
granted 
9th September 1913  In a report CRAMPED SCHOOL GROUNDS was this piece: The. 
headmaster 'of the Wellington South School (Mr. G. Flux) was proud of the fact that his 
buildings were the , -most expensive and up-to-date in the city, but his regret was that when 
they were constructed in. 1806, or when they were rebuilt after being burnt down in 1905, the 
site of the school on the top : of the slope was not lowered ten or fifteen; feet,; so-as to do 
away-.with the slope which completely spoilt the playground. "The place is ample for 900 
scholars,"' said Mr. Flux, ."but it is a clayey soil, and it is difficult to prevent it from getting 
sticky in wet weather." At the rear of the. school is an asphalted tennis ground, which, besides 
being used by the scholars, is sub-let to the South Wellington Tennis Club at an annual rent or 
£15. Below this is a hollow space, which was being converted into a swimming bath some 
years ago, when it was remembered that the land was leasehold, and the idea had to be 
abandoned. ' "We get plenty of fresh air here," added Mr. Flux, "and it is the healthiest  school 
in the city, but our efforts to grow trees and shrubs in the open spaces are negated by the wind. 
The four acres of land occupied by the schools and playgrounds used to .be known as the 
Chinamen's garden,. said Mr. Flux, and the. first task was to level off the ruts in which the 
potatoes were grown. The land was not sufficiently graded, however, but they were profiting 
by experience at the new Berhampore School, where the top of the slope was being levelled 
before building operations were commenced. "There is ono thing," added Mr. Flux, with a 
smile. "When there is any rain the water runs along these channels from the top to the bottom 
of the ground and gives a very good illustration for a geography lesson, on how rivers are 
formed." 
1st October 1913 Wellington Education Board: ; South Wellington, alterations in accordance 
with the requirements of the City Council, £14  
14th October 1913 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington: Assistant Mistress, £90 to 
£105. 
17th October 1913 Wellington Education Board: Tenders for South Wellington— Erection of 
Shelter Shed. Plans and specifications may be soon, »* the Education Board Office. 
29th October 1913 South Wellington (shelter shed), Humphries Bros., £13 
10th November 1913 Among recent appointments made by the Education Board is that of Miss 
K. N. Cook, who has been promoted to the position of assistant at Mount Cook Boys' School. 



Miss Lauchlan, Miss Crawford, and Miss Braddock, ex-students of the Training College, have 
been appointed to junior ' assistantships, the two former at South Wellington and the latter at 
Petone West 
26th November 1913 TO CARPENTERS. .*TENDERS are invited' for the Construction of a 
Break wind around Tennis Courts at South Wellington School, Russell-terrace. Specification 
to be seen by enquiry from Headmaster at School any time during school hours. Tenders to, be 
marked outside "Tender for Breakwind." and deposited with the Headmaster not later than 
Friday, 5th December, 1913. T^WILSON, Hon. Sec 
12th December  1913 Miss E. 'Haigh, assistant at the South Wellington School, has resigned 
from the service of the Wellington Education Board, and her resignation has been accepted as 
from January 30th next 
16th December 1913 Eight tenders were received for the erection of a breakwind round the 
tennis court at the  South Wellington School. That of Messrs. Rough and Co. was accepted, 
also the tender of Messrs. Thacker and McDonald for the asphalting.  
18th December 1913 Navy League list of Prizegivers Essay Competition included South 
Wellington.— Irene Rowe,- Kathleen Harcourt, John Futter, Raymond T. Dixon, Dora Powley, 
and George T. Bolt 
20th December 1913 . SOUTH WELLINGTON The headmaster, Mr. G. Flux, presented the 
prizes at the South Wellington school, as follow : — D. Startup, the dux of the school, Mr. 
Crengel's gold medal; W. Matheson, Mr. Youman's  medal for most tries gained during the last 
football season ; and C. Cameron Mr. C. Russell's medal for the best all-round footballer. Miss 
Haigh, a highly-respected teacher, who is leaving for England, was presented by the staff with 
a set of eight leather-bound copies of the poets. Misses Fairbrother and Francis also . received 
mementos on their retirement from the teaching staffs Six pupils were awarded Navy League 
prizes for essays, while all the Navy League members of the school branch received certificates 
commemorative of their visit to H.M.S. 'New Zealand. After cheers for the teachers and the  
singing of the National Anthem, the pupils dispersed till February 3 next. A donation of a 
guinea to-the games fund was forwarded by Mr. E. Bold, who wrote appreciatively of the work 
of the teachers. 

1914	
1914 866 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £400.00 
1914 866 South Wellington McKenzie Alexander C1 Assistant Master £290.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £240.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Fanning James F D2 Assistant Master £210.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Cooper Emily M D1 Assistant Female  £170.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Beechey Frederick J C2 Assistant Master £170.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Davies Annie G Lic Assistant Female £161.10 
1914 866 South Wellington Watson Florence D2 Assistant Female £140.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Scott Margaret C D2 Assistant Female  £140.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Callam Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £120.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Kean Euphemia R D2 Assistant Female £120.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Mallabarr Sophia D2 Assistant Female £115.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Tonkinson Lizzie G D3 Assistant Female £115.00 



1914 866 South Wellington Feist Lily C4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Reyling Kathleen R C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Crawford Ruby M C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Lauchlan Winifred F C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 866 South Wellington Hickey Rose G   Assistant Female £90.00 

Emily M Cooper was a pupil teacher 1890 to 1898 at Mt Cook Infants’ and Mt Cook Boys’.  
As an assistant she served at Newtown 1899-1901: Did not work for Wellington Education 
Board  1902 to 1905. Upper Hutt  1906-1908: Sole Charge at Plimmerton 1909-1910: Island 
Bay as an assistant 1911-1913 and  South Wellington 1914 to at least 1919 as an assistant 
28th October 1920 Miss E. M. Cooper has been appointed acting-registrar of the Wellington 
Technical  College the appointment being authorised at last evening's meeting of the Board of 
Governors 
1954/32451 Cooper Emily Margaret 81Y 
Frederick J Beechey was a male pupil teacher 1892 to 1893 Mt Cook Boys, Didn’t teach again 
for the Wellington Education Board until 1911 as sole teacher at Makuri halfway between 
Pahiatua and Pongaroa 1911 and 1912 Then only taught at South Wellington in 1914 and 1915 
and didn’t teach again for the Wellington Education Board. Killed in action world war 1 
Euphemia R Kean was a pupil teacher at Rintoul Street/ South Wellington 1903-1905. Then 
at Mt Cook Girls’ 1906 to 1911. She then was at Lansdowne Masterton 1912 to 1913. 1914 to 
at least 1917 she was back at South Wellington. Resigned January 1919. 
1972/26458 Kean Euphemia Ruby 30 May 1884 
Ruby M Crawford was an assistant at South Wellington in 1914 and 1915 and by 1917 was 
at Eastern Hutt 
1919/3383 Ruby 

Miriam 
Crawford Gerald Wilfred Matthews 

Rose G Hickey  only taught the Wellington Education Board in 1914 at South Wellington  
14th January 1914 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington — Assistant Mistress, 
£170 to £180. 
27th January 1914 Resignation accepted of  Miss G Fairbrother Pupil Teacher South 
Wellington  
29th January 1914 The instructional class for lady teachers nt. the South Wellington School, 
under the charge of Miss Larson., also concluded yesterday, [The men held a camp in tents at 
Days Bay for ten days in Physical Education. About 40 attended] 
31st January 1914 Junior Board Scholarship Examinations for schools over 200 won by Francis 
C Dewhurst. 2nd was John C M Futter both pupils of South Wellington 
9th Feb 1914 Wellington Education Board: Miss E M Cooper appointed assistant mistress 
31st March 1914 Wellington Education Board:  Department wrote, stating that it was prepared 
to give a grant of £5885 for the Britomart school, South Wellington, ………..Speaking 
generally, the Chairman said the tendency of school construction was to have one side of the 
school open to the air. That, however, was a matter that would have to be considered later as 
far as the Maranui school was concerned. Mr. Hogg strongly supported the idea of open air 
schools, considering that the present system of closed-in schools had been Very . detrimental 



to the health of the younger children especially, and also to the teachers. The necessity for an 
abundance of fresh air had never been considered. The Chairman said that at South 
Wellington the board was putting up a distinctly open-air class-room.  
8th May 1914 About 500 people attended the meeting ai the Smith Wellington  School, Mr. A. 
A-. Whitelaw Presided It was nearly half-past nine before, the voting for' the committee 
commenced, and ; people had then begun to" leave the meeting.. The annual report referred to 
improvements in the school grounds, especially in their appearance  by the planting of trees 
and shrubs, Following are other extracts from the report: The committee have to thank the 
following following doners of prizes: Mi. B, Crenel, for" gold medal for dux of school; Messrs, 
Russel and Yeomans, for prizes to football team……..Following were the results of the voting 
for the election of the committee:—Messrs. George Startup 240, "Walter Reid 237, W. T. J. 
Morton 232, G.  Key 231, A. H. Duff 229, W. J. Harris 228, A. Banks 226, W G. Cooper 224, 
J. Denniston 215 (all elected), J. Wilson 82, P. D. Hoskings 75, J. W. Beveridge 74, D. 
Whitford, 68, F T. Venning 67, A. Crostary 48, C. Barker 44. Mr. Duff was elected chairman 
and Mr. Key secretary of the new committee. 
8th May 1914. The beginning of a long report:  "It is common knowledge—teachers know it 
to their sorrow, committees know it, and education boards know it —that the applicant who 
can pull most strings, and who is prepared to stoop to canvass and to throw his own dignity to 
the winds is the teacher who climbs the ladder most readily to-day, while many a more 
deserving teacher who is too proud to do any of these things is left, at the bottom, or very, near 
it." said Mr. G. Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington School, in his annual report to the 
householders last night.' "Presently, * possibly, ho too succumbs, and the profession is by so 
much the poorer…………….. 
8th May 1914  Big classes — far too big, the headmaster (Mr. Flux) thinks— rule at the South 
Wellington School. "Look at our conditions," Mr. Flux said to householders last night, and he 
proceeded to go into detail. In the school they had a staff of seventeen certificated teachers, 
and over  900 children. Taking out the heads of departments, whose work was organising  and 
supervising, there remained fifteen class teachers, each of whom, on an average, had to be 
responsible for sixty children. As a matter of fact, one teacher had over seventy pupils' and two 
others had over sixty. Any available money should be spent in improving the staffing by (1) 
substituting qualified assistants for pupil teachers, and (2) by increasing the number of 
assistants, so that there shall be one for every forty pupils. That would mean twenty three , 
assistants at the Berhampore School instead of fifteen, as at present. "I defy the smartest teacher 
in the Dominion making a success of a class of seventy or even sixty pupils." OPEN-AIR 
CLASSES ADVOCATED. The question of open-air classes was also touched upon by Mr. G. 
Flux. "I have exceeded the legitimate accommodation," he said, "more especially in the infant 
department, but the overcrowding there is less felt owing to the fact that a fine new shelter-
shed has been provided by the Education Board. This is used on all fine days as an open-air 
classroom. ... A further proposal has been discussed by the Education Board, in consultation 
with the medical inspector (Dr. Gunn), for building a real open-air classroom. Such open-air 
classrooms are in operation in England , and elsewhere, and should prove advantageous here. 
8th May 1914  Last year there was an outcry against a proposal to utilise the old Fever Hospital 
at Berhampore for the isolation of smallpox patients. "There's no need to worry about that 
question any longer," so it was announced at -last night's meeting of householders at 



the Wellington South School. "It is," said the speaker, " to be used as a golf house in connection 
with the new municipal course." This was greeted with much laughter. 
8th May 1914 Although not opposed to medical inspection or physical instruction, Mr. G. Flux, 
headmaster of the Wellington South School, objects to the extra routine work they imposed 
upon headteachers, "I am loaded up with it," he said last night, "and all the time the less 
experienced among the staff, and the pupils themselves, are crying aloud for supervision and 
help which I cannot give them. There is a higher work of a headmaster to do than filling in 
immense stacks of cards with statistics, however valuable those statistics may be. What 
.worries me is that the time of the most highly-paid and most experienced member of the staff 
is taken up with work which, with a little supervision, could be equally well done by the 
youngest and least ' experienced member of it." The remedy was to appoint a. supernumerary 
teacher to do office work, to fill in the medical inspection cards, and to take up relieving work 
when any member of the staff falls ill. The suggestion was heartily endorsed by the 
householders, and a resolution favouring the proposal was carried. " 
23rd May 1914  AN EXPERIMENT TO BE MADE. Notification was received from the 
Education Department at yesterday's meeting of the Wellington Education Board that a grant 
of £102 had been made. for the erection of an open-air class-room at the Wellington South 
School. The chairman (Mr. Robt. Lee), in referring to the matter, said that the open-air class-
rooms were largely used in Canada, where the weather was very severe in the winter time. Of 
course, the children were well wrapped tip. The idea had come from the Health Department. It 
was in the nature of an experiment—ono which they had been considering for a long lime past. 
1st July 1914 Wellington Education Board: . Consideration of applications from the following 
was deferred*: — Included; South Wellington, grant for sand store ;; South 
Wellington, increased remuneration for caretaker, 
14th July 1914 Wellington Education Board: South, Wellington, Assistant, £100 to £120. 
15th July 1914  At South Wellington School, work in connection with the improvement and 
beautifying of the grounds has been going on quietly for the past year. All trees planted in 
previous years have been well looked after and are now showing good growth. The varieties 
planted are mostly Australian and New Zealand sorts, including kowhai, karaka, ngaio, totara, 
ribbonwood, and matipo. Among the many improvements have been the laying-out and 
planting of two large flower-beds. This was done by the scholars, directed by the headmaster, 
Mr. George Flux. Twenty plots have also -''been provided for the children, each one to be 
cultivated by two children. These are well sheltered from the prevailing winds and are on an 
ideal spot for the children for gardening purposes. It is hoped that the children will be able this 
year to hold their first flower show of the exhibits grown on the school grounds. Lower down 
the gully a small area has been laid out as a nursery. On the other side of the main path is the 
site for the proposed sand playhouse for the infants, now before the Education Board. At the 
rear of the site a beginning has been made with the erection of a rose pergola. As the roses were 
planted last year, this season should see it covered blooms. Future operations on this spot will 
be in the direction of planting it with native trees, about 8ft apart. Each tree will be enclosed in 
a guard to protect it from injury while the children are playing around the sand-house. The ugly 
play bank is gradually being covered with creepers, but owing to the nature of the ground, 
growth is naturally slow. Altogether, the committee feels pleased with the progress and growth 
of its beautifying scheme and intends to continue the work. 



23rd July 1914 In a long piece on Bible in Schools: Mr. G. Flux (headmaster of' South 
Wellington School) said that he considered that not an atom of what had been said already that 
evening had moved any of them; one way or the other'-.from their previous convictions. As he 
had previously stated, he was a simple school teacher, who thought that the introduction of the 
Bible into the school was to a betterment of existing conditions. Ho would vote against the 
motion.  
11th August 1914 Wellington Education Board: Miss E Keen appointed assistant at South 
Wellington  
26th August 1914 Wellington Education Board: Grant authorised Cookery and woodwork 
department. 
30th September 1914 Wellington Education Board: Tender accepted for Painting rook of 
woodwork department. 
27th October 1914 Wellington Education Board: ' Grants were authorised for the following 
works : — South Wellington : sand shed, subsidy £ for £, asphalting, extension and alteration, 
infants' conveniences  
29th October 1914 OYS' AID FOR BELGIANS " UNCLE TOM'S " FUND. TO THE 
EDITOR. Sir,— We are all much obliged to " Uncle Tom" for hi» suggestion about the Belgian 
Fund and the boys giving up their fireworks display on the 6th November for the sake of the 
little sufferers in Belgium and in England. Here in South Wellington School we had already 
started to raise funds for the purchase of material for the girls to make up into garments for 
these sufferers, so we have decided that the girls shall go on with the augmentation of this fund, 
while the boys engage in, a campaign on the lines suggested by "Uncle Tom." We have already 
received material help from some kind funds on behalf of the girls' scheme, and to-day I 
received letters from several parents enclosing contributions to "Uncle Tom's" scheme. We 
shall gratefully accept "South Wellington Old Boy's" promise contribution of half a guinea and 
need not say if other old boys or girls feel to the extent of a contribution we shall be glad to 
hear from them. The great desideratum, however, is that the pupils of our schools should 
themselves make a sacrifice.—l am, etc.,  GEO. FLUX, Headmaster. South Wellington School, 
28th October, 1914.  
11th November 1914 Mayor’s Fund South Wellington School £37 
11th November 1914 South Wellington— Assistant, £110 to £120 
12th December 1914 TO BUILDERS. TENDERS are invited for the  Erection of a Sand House 
at Russell -terrace for the South Wellington School Committee. Plans and specifications can 
be seen at Mr. A. Bank's Hairdresser, Riddiford-street., Newtown, where tenders close on 
Monday, 21st December, at noon. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. G. W. 
KEY, Hon. Sec, 74, Herald-street 
14th December 1914 . The Mayor (Mr. J. P. Luke) has received the sum of £66 145., in the 
following amounts, as further donations to the Belgian Children's Relief Fund:— Bazaar 
at South Wellington School (per G. Flux), £45; 
14th December 1914 On Friday the elder girls of South Wellington School, with the assistance 
of the boys and guided by a number of the teachers, held a small bazaar in the Central Hall. 
This resulted in a sum of £45 10s being sent to the Mayor's Belgian, Fund. On Wednesday of 
this week the children are giving an afternoon concert for the benefit of the same fund. 
Altogether considerably over £50 should be raised. The pupils desire to thank parents and 



tradespeople for their generosity in assisting to furnish the stalls, and in providing liberal 
supplies of refreshment. For some time past the girls have been making garments for Belgian 
children, and on Friday some 200 were on view at the bazaar. The amount of second-hand 
clothing in excellent condition sent to the school has been astonishing.  
22nd December 1914 Countess of Liverpool’s Fund: South Wellington school, 19 parcels new 
and worn clothing 
23rd December 1914 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, assistant, Miss G. B. 
Chatwin ; 

1915	
1915 882 South Wellington Flux George D1 Head Master £410.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Ballachey Ernest H W B1 Assistant Master £290.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Petrie Flora D1 Assistant Female £250.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Fanning James F D2 Assistant Master £230.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Cooper Emily M D1 Assistant Female  £190.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Beechey Frederick J C2 Assistant Master £190.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Davies Annie G Lic Assistant Female £171.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Watson Florence D2 Assistant Female £140.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Hercus Isabel M Mrs B3 Assistant Female  £130.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Callam Mabel A D3 Assistant Female £120.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Mallabarr Sophia D2 Assistant Female £120.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Feist Lily C3 Assistant Female £120.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Kean Euphemia R D2 Assistant Female £120.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Reyling Kathleen R C4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Crawford Ruby M C4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Lauchlan Winifred F C4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Chatwin Georgina B C4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1915 882 South Wellington Walls Margarita C5 Assistant Female £110.00 

Ernest H W Ballachey was always an assistant master for the Wellington Education Board.: 
1898 Masterton Acting  1899-1900 Karori : 1901-1903 Newtown: 1904-1914 Hutt DHS” 
1915-1921 South Wellington  
22nd September 1923 BALLACHEY.—On the 21st September, 1923, Ernest Harold, last 
survivor of the sons and daughters of the Reverend W. and the late Mrs. Ballachey; aged 49 
years. Burial in St. Mary's Churchyard, Karori, on Monday, 24th, at 3 p.m. No flowers. ' 
Mrs Isabel M Hercus only taught for the Wellington Education Board under her Married name 
around 1915. Only reference I could find was that she came to New Zealand in 1913 
1967/27922  Hercus Isabel Margaret 90Y 
Georgina B Chatwin [Note The 1st Letter of the second Christian Name changed but the dates 
were sequential so I have presumed that Georgina ? was the same person only one Georgina 
Died and none married in New Zealand ] My record start in 1879 
1879 -1883 Sole Teacher Judgeford: 1884-1885 Assistant Kilbirnie: 1886-1911 Te Aro: 1913-
1914 Te Horo assistant. 1915 South Wellington and 1915 to at least 1919 Mount Cook Girls’ 
all as an assistant 
 



1931/12702 Chatwin Georgina Elizabeth 77Y 
 
Margarita Walls taught at South Wellington 1915 to at least 1923. In 1912 was working for 
the Wanganui Education Board  
1977/43309 Walls Margarita 26 March 1893 
 
13th January 1915 SOUTH WELLINGTON' Open-air Classroom. Plans and specifications 
may be seen at the Education Board Office. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
,G. L. STEWART 
27th January 1915 Wellington Education Board: Works were authorised ae fellow: —; South 
Wellington, adjustment of fanlights: South Wellington, window screens; 
27th January 1915 Wellington Education Board: Clerk of works to report on the state of walls 
at South Wellington 
23rd February 1915 Through the congestion in the South Wellington and Island Bay Schools, 
the Education Board has decided to establish a new school at Brittomart -street, Berhampore. 
This involves the creation of a new school district, and the Board to-day decided to call a 
conference of delegates from the school committees of school districts adjacent, together with 
the town members of the Board, to determine the new boundaries. The committees concerned 
are Brooklyn, South Wellington, New town, and Island Bay. 
31st March 1915 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, open air class room (extra 
work); 
14th April 1915 Wellington Education Board:    South Wellington — Assistant Master, £290 
to £310.: . South Wellington — Assistant. £110 to £120. 
17th April 1915 South Wellington Assistant Miss M Walls 
4th May 1915 LAST NIGHT'S MEETINGS • WELLINGTON SOUTH. The annual meeting; 
of the householders of the Wellington South School was largely attended. Mr. G. J. Startup 
presided. In the course of a lengthy report, the- headmaster (Mr. George Flux) dealt in detail 
with the differences which bad arisen between himself and the committees in the past. These 
differences the headmaster characterised as a "miserable business." For several years past, said 
the headmaster, he had tried to do his best to work against odds, but when he looked back at 
his own actions during those years he could not see how he. could have acted differently 
without sinking his own individuality and rights. "I have always contended for a partnership in 
the conduct of school affairs," he continued, "but I am not content with a sleeping partnership. 
Unfortunately for the complete success of the school, some of the committees with which I 
have had to deal have taken the opposite view and during the past year this antagonistic attitude 
has reached such a stage that of dire necessity I am compelled to make a. clear, plain statement 
of the  origin and development of this spirit, which has rendered' my work more or less a torture 
to myself and a hindrance to the well-being of the school." The headmaster then, went on to 
speak of the "unsympathetic attitude" on the part of a majority of the members of the School 
Committee.. "But it is monstrous," said the headmaster, "that men dressed in a little brief 
authority should be able to thwart the efforts of a man who, with all his shortcomings, has far 
nearly 19 years given the Best that was in him to advance the best interests of the children 



placed in his hand 6 " Mr. Flux then went on to trace the development of the trouble, and 
complained of not being asked- to attend committee meetings.  
Referring to the work of the school during the year, the report stated that the open-air class-
room recently erected and in use since Easter, should prove a boon to the 60' children occupying 
it. The new school in Britomart Street was at last an accomplished fact, and was, he" 
understood, to be opened immediately after the term holiday early in June. Eulogistic reference 
was also made to the first assistant, Mr. McKenzie, who had received the appointment es 
headmaster of the Karori School. The report also referred to the fact that the school had raised 
£130 towards a war relief fund.  
There was considerable discussion over the headmaster's complaint against the committee. In 
response to Questions as to why the headmaster had not been invited to attend committee 
meetings, the chairman said it was probably due to an oversight. ,They could be satisfied that 
the matter would be fully thrashed out by the new committee. 
 It was decided after further discussion, to leave the matter to the new committee.  
The following were elected to the committee; without opposition: —Messrs. W. T. J: Morton, 
W. J. Harris, Geo. J. Startup, E. Upchurch E. G. Cooper, J. Denniston, W. C. Read, S. Homans, 
and T. A. Mollison. 
4th May 1915 TROUBLE AT SOUTH WELLINGTON.. In his annual report the headmaster 
(Mr. Geo. Flux) said at the meeting of householders last night that he had always contended 
for a partnership in the conduct of school affairs, but he was not content with a sleeping 
partnership. Unfortunately for the complete success of the school, some of the committees with 
which he had had to deal had taken the opposite view, and during the past year this antagonistic 
attitude had reached such a stage that, of dire necessity, he was compelled to make a clear, 
plain statement of the origin of that spirit, which had rendered his work,, more or less a torture 
to himself and a hindrance to the well-being of the school. Going into details at considerable 
length, he remarked, inter alia, that "it is monstrous that men dressed with a little brief authority 
should be able to thwart the efforts of a man who, with all his shortcomings, has for nearly 
nineteen years in this district given the best that was in him to advance the best interests of the 
children placed in his hands." He traced the source of" difference to some years ago, when he 
protested against the committee commandeering for a school picnic about half of a sum raised 
for library purposes. Against that action he strongly protested, as a breach of faith with those 
who had provided the money, but his protest was unheeded. That was the genesis of the 
differences between himself and the committee, and that had gone on, with one short interval, 
up to the present time The end, he added, had been disaster. The headmaster's report was 
listened to with great interest. In answer to a question, Mr. Flux said he believed that the 
committee elected was not a fair representation of the householders. Probably the result was 
due to the fact that householders generally did not realise that nominations had to be made at 
least seven days before the meeting. The secretary (Mr. W. J. Keys) deprecated the suggestion 
that any discourtesy had been offered to the headmaster. "This has grown up bit by bit," said 
the headmaster, "until it has grown beyond all patience, and I am quite sure that the parents 
will back me up." The only man on the committee that he could get any sympathy from was 
Mr. Keys, the secretary. The Chairman said he was given to understand that Mr. Flux was 
always consulted about matters affecting the school. After discussion it was decided to 
recommend the committee to invite the headmaster to its meetings. 



4th May 1915  Mr. G. J. Startup has been elected chairman and Mr. E. Upchurch secretary of 
the Wellington South School Committee.  
13th May 1915 Wellington Education Board: Assistant Master South Wellington, Mr. E. H. 
Ballachey; 
11th June 1915 The Wellington Education - Board _ invites tenders for the erection of .urinal 
and asphalting of playground at South Wellington school.  
20th June 1915 Wellington Education Board: Tenders called: South Wellington, overhauling 
sashes and adjusters;  
20th June 1915 Wellington Education Board accepts resignation of Mr S I Jones 
26th June 1915  Mr. A. McKenzie, first assistant at the South Wellington School, on leaving 
to take up the duties of the headmastership of the Karori School, was presented yesterday with 
several tokens of esteem from the teaching staff and from past and present pupils. Mr. Flux, in 
making the presentation, spoke of the faithful service" rendered to the school by, Mr. McKenzie 
for the past nineteen years, and., added that hundreds of ex-pupils up and down New Zealand 
would' have been only too glad to be present, had it been possible, to show their respect for 
their old teacher. Mr. McKenzie, after replying, was given three hearty, cheers. Miss M. Scott, 
who is leaving the South Wellington School for an assistantship  in the new school in 
Brittomart street, also received a present from the teachers 
20th July 1915 Mr. Alexander McKenzie, assistant master of Wellington South School for the 
past 19 years, who is now headmaster of Karon School, is to be entertained at a social gathering 
of the teachers, and householders in Wellington South, on Thursday next. The chairman of the 
Education Board Hon. J. G, W  Aitken, M.L.C will preside, 
14th August 1915 Sir,— May I request the favour of a little space in your valuable paper to 
voice an injustice that is being forced on the children of the South Wellington School by the 
Education Board. Many of these children are being compelled, against the wishes of their 
parents, to leave the school and enrol in the new Berhampore School recently opened. I am 
informed that this is illegal, and that the Board cannot compel the attendant of children at any 
particular school. It is certainly not in their interests to leave at this time of the year. The 
headmaster of the South Wellington School has, with years of hard work, made his school 
second to none, and why parents who are thoroughly satisfied and whose children have been 
there for years should be obliged to remove them in the interests of the new school I cannot 
see. It seems a case of " robbing Peter to pay Paul," or otherwise the South Wellington School 
is to be depleted for the benefit of the new one— a most unfair position- I would ask, Can 
parents be forced to comply with this unjust order ?—l am, etc., INDIGNANT.  
Enquiry was made at the Education i Board s office, and the following reply was received:— 
" The writer has over' looked the essential fact that the Berhampore School was erected largely 
because of the overcrowding of the South Wellington School, which, at the time of completion 
of the new school, had a roll of more than 250 children in excess of the number for which it 
was erected. In the interests of the children it became necessary to at once reduce the roll of 
the South Wellington School by the adoption, of some reasonable principle of elimination. So 
far from being depleted, the South Wellington School has still more than  the number for which 
it has accommodation. In the action taken, the Board acted strictly within its legal rights. 
1st September 1915 Wellington Education Board:  Grants made: South Wellington repairs to 
lantern lights, assembly hall 



28th September 1915 Wellington Education Board: Declined an application for  a special 
cleaning allowance. 
14th October 1915 Wellington Education Board: Tenders called . South Wellington — New 
Closet Basins, Infants' Department 
27th October 1915 Wellington Education Board: tender let to J Thomson (renewals) 
13th November 1915 Wellington South School sent £14 Is 5d to the Mayor to-day as its 
contribution to the "Uncle Tom" Fund. A covering letter from the headmaster states:^ "We 
made no organised effort on Guy Fawkes Day because we made a weekly collection over a 
considerable period and did not feel justified in worrying parents further in this behalf 
15th November 1915 Mr. A. Young, a member of the teaching staff of the South 
Wellington School, has joined the Reinforcements. On Friday last he was presented by his 
pupils with a writer's companion and .pocket book.. 
To Do: South Wellington: Wellington South Flux October 1915  
27th November 1915 South Wellington had 48 children entered in the Public Schools Tennis 
Tournament 
18th December 1915 At the bazaar held by the South Wellington School on Wednesday, the 
large sum of £49 8s. 11d. was raised for the Sailors' Comforts Fund. The whole Amount, 
comprising 1500 coppers and 1000 silver. coins, weighing some 50lb [50 Pound weight]  
avoirdupois, was yesterday morning handed over by Mr. George Flux to the local branch 
"secretary of the' Nary League for transmission to London. The amount will be expended on 
comforts for the gallant bluejackets and fisher-' men on the destroyers and trawlers, who are, 
under the most trying weather conditions, patrolling the seas night ana day, guarding our 
commerce. On -behalf of these brave fellows the Navy League wishes to convey the warmest' 
thanks to all those who helped to make the bazaar such a success 
24th December 1915 Mr. James Fanning, of the Wellington South School staff, was amongst 
the passengers for Sydney by the Manuka today 
 

1916	
From 1916 list of teachers in schools were only published every second year until 1923. 
1st March 1916 The grading of the South Wellington school site was considered by the 
Education Board yesterday. It was resolved to inform the committee that the time is 
inopportune for so large an undertaking, and that, in any event", the board regrets it would not 
be in a position to undertake the work, unless a considerably larger local contribution was 
made. …..The necessary notice of renewal of the lease of the South Wellington School site is 
to be lodged with the Public Trustee. 
25th March 1916 WELLINGTON SOUTH SCHOOL. A PPLICATIONS are invited for the 
Position of Caretaker, etc., to the above School. Schedule of duties can be inspected at the 
School between the -hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Applications to be lodged with the Headmaster 
not later than 3 p.m. MONDAY, 3rd April, 1916. -E. H MINIFIE, Act. Secretary South 
Wellington Sohool. 
1st April 1916 The following is a copy of a letter received through the' general secretary of the 
Navy League, .London: —"Dear 'Mr: Hannon,—Will you be good enough to convey my warm 
thanks and grateful appreciation on the-part of the committee to the masters and children of 



the  South' Wellington and other Wellington schools for the generous donations part of £200, 
sent towards the fund for supplying comforts to the men of the Fleet…….. 
4th April 1916  The schools in the Newtown area are ample at present but will need expanding 
in the-near future if the present rate of progress is maintained. The Main School is at the corner 
of Mein-street and accommodates between 800 and 900 children. It has a large playing ground 
(used by the military), half of which the committee has had asphalted at considerable expense. 
The position of the school is most central. Then there is the Wellington South School in 
Adelaide road with room for 800 children, and next the Berhampore School for 450 children, 
but, although only opened last year, this school is already feeling the need of more room. The 
Catholic Schools, of St. Anne's and the Marist Brothers teach some 500 children between 
them. There are also two kindergarten and several private schools in the locality. The State 
Schools have their interests well watched over by energetic school committees, who take a 
pleasurable interest in their-work, and put their shoulders to the wheel in a very practical way 
when the occasion requires.  
18th April 1916 In his report to the Wellington. South householders last evening, Mr. G, Flux 
(headmaster)  mentioned that his third male assistant, Mr. Beechey, was in camp, and many of 
the old boys were fighting the battle for freedom Among those who had laid down their lives 
were Henry Dewar, Ralph Dichl, and — Barnard. Who» the war was over it should be possible 
to compile a complete list of honour, and he trusted it would be done for the sake of those who 
came after.' 
18th April 1916 Only eight members were nominated for the South Wellington Committee—- 
. Messrs G. Startup (chairman) , K. G. Cooper, T. A. Mollison, W, J. Harris, E. H. Minifie, A. 
L. Brower, W. T, J. Morton, and E. Upchurch. The most important point touched in ; the -
report was the unsatisfactory state of the playgrounds. The committee it was reported had 
approached the Education Board with an offer to contribute £50 towards the cost of grading 
and 'improving them, and the matter was still under consideration. It was urged that a special 
effort should be made to carry on this essential work during the ensuing year. Owing to the 
opening of Britomart School the attendance at South Wellington had been seriously  affected. 
The celebration of Arbor Day had been supplemented by  the planting of 200 additional trees. 
The Headmaster was congratulated on his enthusiastic assistance in beautifying the  grounds. 
The garden laid out by him  had been a most pleasant sight during the summer. , It was 
suggested that the entrance on the Russell street side should .be further improved with the 
growth  of suitable plants, and that a  belt of trees should be laid out on the east side of the 
tennis court, and  by the southern boundary fence. No cases of notifiable disease bad occurred 
in connection with the school, and the sanitary appliances were now of the best. Tbs statement 
of .accounts showed that the receipts were .£320 7s 11d, including a balance brought forward 
of £102 7s 11d. The credit balance now stands at £40 10s 11d. The chief item of expenditure 
was the erection of a building for the children.  
18th April 1916 TROUBLE OVER NEW BERHAMPORE SCHOOL. At the meeting of 
the South Wellington school district householders last evening, Mr. George Flux, the 
headmaster of the school, criticised the policy of the Wellington Education Board in regard to 
the attendance at the new school at' Britomart Street. "A year ago," he .said, ''we had a roll of 
over 1000 pupils at South Wellington— a number considerably in excess of the 
accommodation. Then came the opening or the new school in Britomart Street the Education 
Board had appointed a staff to a full school, and pupils from the surrounding schools (but 



chiefly from this school) were expected to fill. About 120 children from this 'school voluntarily 
left lor the new school, and these, with drafts from other schools, about half filled the new one. 
But the board had to justify, itself to the Education Department for its demand for a school of 
a certain size, as necessary for the needs of the district. So an order came from the board that 
all pupils resident on the newly-formed district were to be instructed to attend the. new school. 
_ After the 120 volunteers had left this school there remained some 130 other children attending 
this school, but resident in the new district. When the 120 volunteers left, the main school was 
not full, but the infant school was overcrowded. 
If the board, as a matter of policy, not as of right, had pressed for a reduction of the number of 
pupils in the infant department, I should have had no ground of complaint, but when it camo to 
further reducing. the roll of the main school (which after the 120 volunteers had left could quite 
easily have accommodated more pupils), I keenly resented the indifference of the board to the 
disorganisation of this 'school in order to fill the new one, 'and to justify it in the eyes of the 
Department. I appealed to the board to reduce the numbers only, where there was 
overcrowding, but to no purpose. The new school must be filled, disorganisation here 
notwithstanding. So the 130 extra children were ordered to proceed to the new school in spite 
of the fact that no children can be forced to leave a school except for misconduct. The infant 
department lias always been overcrowded because it was too small from the start. This was 
pointed out by me and the infant mistress of that time when the plans for the present building 
came out, but the building was completed in spite of it. I am advised by the board officials to 
draft a portion of the infants into the main building, but they know, and anybody with even a 
modicum of knowledge of school life and work knows, how undesirable such a step would be. 
Whatever happens I cannot agree to this. I have spoken, plainly because. I feel keenly the 
indifference of the Board as to the result, of its policy. 
19th April 1916  "Obsolete and unsuitable" is, in the opinion of Mr. G. Flux (headmaster of 
the Wellington South. School the only way of describing the desks at present in use in the 
schools. Speaking to the meeting of householders last evening, Mr. Flux remarked that the-
benefits of physical instruction were largely nullified by the retention of the unsuitable desks. 
Ho saw little Or no improvement in the carriage of the children in the streets, in spite of 
improved physical instruction, and he attributed this, in a. great measure, to pupils having to 
sit for several hours a day at desks which induced unhygienic attitudes. 
9th May 1916 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington — Assistant Mistress, £110 to 
£120 
31st May 1916 Wellington Education Board Leave of absence granted to Miss F G Petrie One 
Week and Miss R M Crawford one month from May 2nd [Date as recorded] 
31st May 1916 Mr Thomas, headmaster of the District High School, Pahiatua, has been 
transferred to be headmaster of the South Wellington school, in succession to Mr P. Flux….. 
Resignations:  Miss M. Callum, assistant. South Wellington; ,  
15th June 1916 Wellington Education Board Appointments: The appointments of the following 
teachers are announced :—South Wellington, headmaster, Mr. J. Thomas, 
H.M.D.H.S.,[Headmaster District High School] Pahiatua…….Miss S C Mackay assistant 
mistress 
28th June 1916 Some experiments have been made at South Wellington State School in regard 
to the relative merits of open-air and indoor class-rooms. From a report received by the 



Education Board, it appears that the results achieved under + he open-air system are superior 
to those of the ordinary class-room. The boys and girls trained in the open increased in height 
and weight at a greater rate than those kept indoors and were also less liable to minor ailments 
such as colds.  
4th July 1916  SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. ' ALL ex-Pupils (Boys and Girls) are 
invited to attend a Meeting to be 'held in the School on THURSDAY, 6th 'instant, at 8 p.m., to 
arrange for a farewell to Mr, Geo. Flux, who is retiring at the end of the present month. 
18th July 1916 A meeting of householders and expupils of the South Wellington School was 
held last evening to discuss the final arrangements for a suitable send off to Mr. George Flux-
headmaster of the school, who is retiring on superannuation, after being associated with 
the South Wellington School for the past twenty years. The following were elected to act on 
the General Committee : Mesdames Deihl and Haye and the Rev. Shirer, representing the 
householders; Misses Petrie, Morton, and Short, and Mr. Balladry, representing the school, and 
Messrs. McKenzie and Brook the expupils. Mr. Startup presided. A number, of those present 
came forward with subscriptions, and it was resolved that ex-pupils or householders in the 
district be asked to forward any subscriptions to the Hon, secretary of the committee. Due 
notice of the time selected for the send-off will be given in the daily papers. 
21st July 1916 It has been decided to make a farewell presentation on Monday, July 31, to Mr. 
George Flux, headmaster of the South Wellington School, who is retiring on superannuation 
after over 30 years’  service under the Wellington Education Board. 
5th August 1916 That.. this institute  [Teachers’ Union] places on record its--regret- at the 
retirement of Mr. G. Flux from the. headmastership of the south Wellington school,' and ; -its 
deep appreciation of- the excellent services he has rendered for over 30 years to the cause- of 
primary education in this country;" was a-motion moved by Mr. W. Foster, arid, seconded .- 
by Mr. A. McKenzie, at last night's annual-meeting of .the Teachers 'Institute .' Several 
members spoke- of --the-good work' done by ;Mr.-Flux, : and :the- opinion 'was expressed that 
his loss 'would be a severe one. The motion was carried. 
14th August 1916 A most enjoyable "social” was bold in St. Thomas’s Hall, Newtown, last 
evening, in honour of Mr George Flux who has retired from the service of the Wellington 
Education Board on superannuation, after having been headmaster of the South 
Wellington school for the past twenty years. The chair was occupied by the Hon. J. G. W. 
Aitken. M.L.C. Several apologies were received for unavoidable absence, including one from 
the Mayor of Wellington (Mr J. P. Luke).  
The chairman said they had met to do honour to Mr Flux, who had always been held in the 
very, highest esteem, and whose name had ever been associated with the highest interests of 
all his scholars. Not only had Mr Flux led a life which formed a splendid example to his 
scholars, but he had always, inculcated into his pupils the very highest ideals of life. There 
were a great many people in the city who were walking monuments to the good scholastic work 
performed by Mr Flux in the years past. What greater monument could any man wish for? In 
making a presentation to Mr Flux, _on behalf of the householders, the chairman said he realised 
that very often the parents were only too prone to pull to pieces the acts of the school teacher, 
who was often better able to manage the children than they were themselves. (Laughter) In Mr 
Flux, however, they had a teacher who had won the respect of every householder in Wellington 
with whom he had come in contact. In asking Mr Flux’s acceptance of a gold watch, he trusted 



that it would continue as a reminder of the appreciation shown by the Wellington householders 
of his twenty years’ good service as head teacher of the South Wellington school. (Applause.) 
The help given to Mr Flux by his wife had not been overlooked by those making the 
presentation, and he had the greatest pleasure in asking Mrs Flux to accept a small silver-
mounted tea tray. (Applause.) , Before a presentation was made on behalf of the ex-teachers 
and ex-scholars, the chairman said he would like to make reference to a presentation made by 
the present scholars of the school to Mr Flux that morning, consisting of a gold albert and 
sovereign case. The present day pupils had also remembered "Mrs Flux, who had been the 
recipient of another useful present.  
Mr Douglas McCaul, on behalf of the ex-teachers and ex-scholars, in making a presentation to 
Mr Flux, of a purse of sovereigns, referred in appreciative terms to the unity which had always 
existed between the retiring headmaster and teachers and scholars. The great interest which Mr 
Flux had always taken in Ids pupils had earned for him their deep affection. 
Mr Flux, in acknowledging the presentations, said a very hard task had been set him. Twenty 
years ago this month he had come to the South Wellington School, and it was also his fiftieth 
year of teaching. During the past 30 years his efforts had been under the direction of the 
Wellington Education Board, and he had received the very best treatment from that body. He 
referred to his first meeting in the same school with Mr McKenzie, with whom he had just 
completed 25 years' continuous teaching. (Cheers.) The present school he was leaving with the 
very deepest regret. Now that he had given them all he could, they were showering presents 
upon him, and he found it quite impossible to thank them adequately. He had a great deal that 
he would like to say, but the time would not permit of his doing more than thanking one and 
all very heartily indeed for the many presents, and for the numerous kind and appreciative 
references made about Mrs Flux and himself. (Applause.)  
The chairman called for three cheers for Mr and Mrs Flux, which 'were heartily given, after 
which the audience joined in the refrain, “For They are Jolly Good Fellows.” 
 A short programme had been arranged, and the following kindly_ contributed items.—Misses 
Chairman, Liardet, and Sabe, and the South Wellington Orchestra, under the baton of Miss 
Henderson. 
 Supper was provided at the close of the function, when members of the committee, who 
organised the "social," and the more intimate friends of Mr and Mrs Flux, met together. 
Unfortunately the electric lights went out, and the supper had to be finished by the light of 
hastily procured candles. 
30th August 1916 Open Air School article included:  Careful records in connection with-the 
open-air classroom at Wellington South showed that the children benefited both physically and 
mentally. Scholars, as well as teachers, preferred the open-air buildings. Applications had been 
received from other districts for such buildings, and. the -Department, in making -the 
experiments desired to find the best type of building suited to New Zealand conditions. 
31st August 1916 Included: Mr Allan said there had been complaints about the children not 
being adequately protected from the cold winds at. the Wellington South School. It seemed to 
be very difficult to build open-air classrooms in Wellington that would not be open to similar 
complaints.  
6th September 1916 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, —Your report On the above in tonight's Post 
doesn’t show whether it is the Education Department or the Education Board which claims the 



credit for the establishment of the open-air classroom in connection with the South Wellington 
School, but I do not think it is too much to say that there would not have been any such 
classroom there if it had not been for the persistence of Dr Elizabeth Gunn, Medical Inspector 
of' Schools at the time. If the two bodies mentioned, did not actually place obstacles in the way, 
they certainly cannot be accused of enthusiasm in the matter, but Dr. Gunn was not deterred; 
and eventually her persistence was-rewarded by the Department making a grant for the building 
of the room, which was opened for use after the Easter holidays, 1915. Monthly records of 
height and weight were kept by the teachers until the end of the year, and the results, when 
compared with those of ah indoor class of similar age, were most convincingly in favour of the 
open air class. All these arrangements were made by Dr Gunn, and loyally carried out by 
members of the school staff, and it is only when the scheme has proved a success that the 
Education Board appears to have developed any interest in the matter. " Honour to whom 
honour is due."—l am, etc., GEO. FLUX, Late Headmaster, South Wellington School. 30th 
August. 
18th September 1916 Wellington Education Board: Mrs F Christie appointed South Wellington 
as an assistant 
28th September 1916 Wellington Education Board: It was agreed to subsidise the efforts of 
the South Wellington Committee in grading the playground.  
26th October 1916 Experiments are being made by the Wellington Education Board with open 
air class-rooms, and experience to date favours the extension of the scheme. Yesterday the 
board approved plans for an open-air class-room at Lansdowne School, near Masterton The 
plans for this room embodied suggestions made as the result of experience at South 
Wellington. The dimensions of the room will be 30ft. by 24ft. with a full length corridor behind 
the room. The essential idea in the structure is that it can be opened to admit the free passage 
of air on three sides in fair weather, but that when the weather is too boisterous to permit of 
work being carried on under those conditions the room can be closed in…….. 
25th November 1916  Extensive alterations are about to be carried out in the grounds of 
the Wellington South School. During- the summer holidays it is proposed' that the extensive 
playground on .the western side of the school (Rintoul Street) shall be excavated and levelled 
down. The clay will be cut away in a horseshoe shape, leaving a level playground and an 
encircling slope that increases generally in height as it approaches the school. It is proposed 
that the graded bank .should either be planted with shrubs or turfed. The playing area is to be 
gravelled..  
15th December 1916 SOUTH WELLINGTON For the year just ended Smythe Hand secured, 
the. dux gold medal presented by a friend. The prizes for shooting -were awarded as follow :—
1st. Harold Preston (medal); 2nd, Harry' Tilyard; 3rd, Keith Croll; 4th, Albert Bentley.  
During the week the headmaster, Mr. Thomas, on behalf of the staff, presented Lieut. Beechey, 
who has been a teacher at the school until March of this year, with some useful articles as a 
token of goodwill and appreciation on the part of his follow teachers. Lieut. Beechey is shortly 
to leave for the front.  
Sixty-one children obtained proficiency certificates on the year's work. Their names are as 
follow : —Albert Bennett, Harold Clark, Leslie Clark, Clarence Cocker, Stanley Cooper Keith 
Croll, James Dagger, Noel Dowdall, William Epsom, Harold Flux, Albert Futter, Arthur 
George, Leonard Green, Ian Greig, Henry Haig, Hugh Hand, Percy Hester. George Howe, 



Charles Masters Harry Miller, Roy Miller, 'Reginald Morgan, Cyril Morton, William Mudge, 
William Perkins, Harold Preston. Jack Roberts, Maurice Sanderson, Harold Skerring, Harry 
Tilyard, Thomas Hazelwood. Ernest Littleboy, Robert Lorenson, Norman Miller, Charles 
Russell William Scott, Edward Startup, Robert Varlow,  
Evelyn Blackburn, Alice Bowker, Eileen Cocker, Margaret Connell, Muriel Daniel,- Edna 
Downes Alice Gates, Lillie Gray, Gladys Hoare Jessie Holberton, Marguerite Murdoch, 
Winifred Murdock, Linda Parminter, Nancie Ward, Ada Waterhouse, Maude Williams, Elsie 
Wilson, Pearl Wrigley Vera, Chambers, Alice Christopherson' Clarice Leah Linda Roberts, 
Susie Turvey  
The attendance during the year was excellent, 180 children obtaining the attendance certificate. 
Amongst the number two boys established what may bs regarded as a record. George  Howe 
has not been absent a single half-day for nine years; the school committee is giving him a 
special prize for regular attendance. Thomas Bell has not been absent during the last seven 
years. 

1917	
1917 730 South Wellington Thomas Joseph C-12 Head £410.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Kean Euphemia R D-83 Assistant £190.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Davies Annie G Lic Assistant £171.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Watson Florence D-77 Assistant £140.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Feist Lily C-83 Assistant £120.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Thompson  Lilly A D-104 Assistant £110.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Ballachey BA Ernest H W B-35 Assistant £310.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Petrie Flora D-45 Assistant £250.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Jackson Patrick M C-70 Assistant £240.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Cooper Emily M D-50 Assistant £230.00 
1917 730 South Wellington MacCurdy Elsie D D-105 Assistant £120.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Dixon Lily W   Assistant £110.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Mason Henrietta R C-93 Assistant £110.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Walls Margarita C-96 Assistant £110.00 
1917 730 South Wellington Burr Joyce H   Probationer 1 £55.00 

Joseph Thomas [As John Thomas] 1886-1888 Te Aro Assistant. 1889-1893 Mt Cook Boys’ 
1894-1915 Headmaster at Pahiatua. By 1917 to at Least 1923 Headmaster South Wellington  
n 19th October last there passed away at his home at Island Bay, Mr., Joseph 
Thomas, formerly headmaster of South Wellington School," writes Mr. P. M. Jackson. "Born 
in County Down, Ireland.! he arrived in New Zealand when three; years old. His parents settled 
in Ashley Downs, Canterbury, and there many of his relations and old friends reside. He was 
educated at the local school and was .then attached as pupil teacher to the Balcairn Public 
School* where he served the usual five years, and then  went to the Teachers' Training 
College, Christchurch, in the second year of its foundation  Mr. Thomas taught at the Pleasant 
Point School, South Canterbury, and then set out for Wellington, where he taught as assistant 
in Te Aro and Mt. Cook Schools. For the following twenty-three years, he was headmaster of 
Pahiatua District High School. He was appointed to the headmastership of the South 
Wellington School in 1916, remaining in this position till his retirement in 1926. " 



Lily A Thompson only taught for the Wellington Education Board as an assistant at South 
Wellington around 1917 
Patrick M Jackson was an assistant at Mangatainoka 1909-1911 Sole teacher at Kopuaranga 
in 192 and 1913. Then secondary teacher at Greytown DHS in 1914 and 1915. Was assistant 
at South Wellington in 1917 and by 1919 to at least 1921 was Headmaster of Ohariu School 
and in 1923 was at Lyall Bay as an assistant 
Elsie D MacCurdy was a pupil teacher at Hutt DHS 1912 to 1914. Presumably at Training 
College 1915-1916. And was at South Wellington in 1917 as an assistant. 
1918/3998 Elsie Dreffield MacCurdy Denis Rochfort Richmond 

Lily W Dixon was a Pupil Teacher at Hutt DHS 1913 and 1914. At Porirua in 1915 and South 
Wellington around 1917 
Henrietta R Mason was always an assistant teacher for the Wellington Education Board 1909 
and 1910 Shannon. 1912 Mt Cook Girls’ Around 1917 South Wellington and by 1919 at Mount 
Cook Infants’  
Joyce H Burr was only a probationer around 1917 for the Wellington Education Board  
18th January 1917  Census The increases in Wellington include Hutt, 2700; Wellington 
Suburbs, over' 3000; Wellington North, 2600; Wellington Central, 720; and Wellington East, 
over 4000. Wellington South has a decrease of 1600. [Not school districts] 
28th February 1917 Mrs W McFarlane assistant South Wellington resigned 
14th March 1917 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington —Assistant, £120 to £140  . 
15th March 1917 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington, assistant (war 
appointment), Miss F. Watson  
28th April 1917  There will be no "election of a committee for. the South Wellington School 
on Monday, as the nominations do not exceed the number required. They are as under:-Messrs. 
G. Startup, E. Upchurch, T. Morton, W. Harris, W. Read, T." Mollison E. Cooper, L. Brewer, 
and F. Twort. - 
In the course of its annual report, to be submitted.-to  the meeting of, householders on  Monday 
night, the committee urges 'the necessity of providing more accommodation for technical 
scholars and recommends the urging on the Education Board and the Government of the supply 
of-free books for all classes of children. The report goes on to say:— "Your committee is 
pleased to report that they -approached the Education Board re the grading of the playground, 
so often recommended by previous committees, and. This committee offered the board the sum 
of £50 toward the cost of grading,; the same. This the board agreed to do and the committee is 
pleased to report that the. work is now finished, only the gravelling arid drainage 'being 
required to complete the work; This is indeed a great improvement to the school, and will 
certainly be much appreciated by the scholars, as cricket and football can now be played by 
them. .... Arrangements  are now well' in hand for the planting of  considerable number of trees 
on the face and top of the new playground. Mr. Thomas (headmaster) .has kindly consented to 
supervise;; the planting and arranging the scheme. A', large number of trees have been planted 
in the school grounds during The years including hedges, etc. A Nursery has also been formed, 
and at present a Considerable number of tree's are available for planting out this season. A 
feature of this plot is the number and variety of. native shrubs and trees brought down by Mr. 
Thomas from his nursery at Pahiatua." 



28th April 1917  The annual report of the South Wellington School Committee states that 
during the year a School Committees’ Association was formed. The association has taken steps 
to assist the movement for the better accommodation of the technical scholars, the free issue 
of school books to all State schools, and the standardising of the same. As regards the 
accommodation of technical scholars, the committee urges all householders to insist that the 
present system must ho at once improved, and decent accommodation provided for the pupils. 
The committee, being of the opinion that free books should be provided for the scholars, have 
authorised, on the recommendation of the headmaster, the spending of £5 for -reading and other 
books for Standard I. The incoming committee is recommended to approach the Education 
Board and the Government through their association towards the supply of free books for all 
classes of children.  
1st May 1917 There was a very small attendance at the South Wellington School meeting. Mr. 
G Startup presided. The annual report of the committee a precis of which has appeared in The 
Post) was read and adopted without discussion. The abstract of the school fund accounts was 
also presented to the meeting and adopted. The credit balance was shown as £52 0s 2d. In the 
course of his annual report, the headmaster (Mr. Thomas) said that the small attendance might 
be taken as an indication that the people were quite satisfied with the way the school is being 
conducted. Last year, he said, the average attendance over the whole year was 732,. and this 
year, for the March quarter, the average attendance was 747. The total. on the roll was 772. 
Last year 165 good-attendance certificates were issued. He desired to express hi« thanks to the 
staff for loyal co-operation, and to the committee for the interest taken in the work of the school. 
Mr. Thomas made special reference  to the improvements carried out in the playground—a 
very important part of any school. The-importance of playing-grounds, he emphasised, could 
not be rated too highly. 
The conditions under which technical education is being carried on in Wellington were referred 
to by the chairman as being "utterly inadequate." The meeting passed a motion calling on the 
Government to provide better accommodation for the scholars. It was claimed that the 
householders had a- right to demand better accommodation, and the chairman said that there 
should be a technical college in Wellington, quite as good as Wellington College. The meeting 
passed a motion congratulating the Minister of Education on the stand he had taken to safeguard 
the system of national education. 
1st May 1917 Reference 'was made at the annual meeting of the South Wellington School last 
night, to a boy who had' attended school for nine years without missing a, single day. This the 
headmaster said he had believed to be a "record until he heard of a boy from Dannevirke who 
had not been absent from school for one single day in ten years 
12th May 1917 Wellington Education Board: Appointment Miss L A Thompson assistant 
South Wellington  
28th May 1917 Mr James Fanning, of the teaching Staff at South Wellington School, took 
farewell of his colleagues and pupils on. Friday and will go into camp this week. As a "token 
of esteem, Mr. Fanning was presented, on leaving, with a handsome wristlet watch, and 
accorded all good wishes Mr. Fanning has been .prominently identified with local cricket and 
football and took a keen interest in fostering these games in the city schools. 



5th July Association Football [Soccer] The headmaster of the South Wellington School wrote 
that he had no objections to the school team playing on two days in the week, provided the 
boys do not have to leave school before 3.15 p.m. The matter was deferred. 
10th July 1917 The Mayoress (Mrs. J. P. Luke) has recently had some, handsome donations to 
the Christmas Pudding and Parcel Fund……South Wellington 125. 
13th July 1917 Wellington City Council:  The South Wellington School Committee was 
granted a supply of trees for planting at the school grounds. The superintendent of reserves was 
authorised to give the School Committee -all the assistance and advice possible 
26th July 1917 Mr. G. Flux, who recently retired on superannuation from the headmastership 
of the Wellington South School, has accepted an office appointment in the Education Board at 
a salary of £3 per week. The appointment will not affect his' superannuation. 
18th September 1917  SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. TENNIS COURTS FOR LEASE. 
TENDERS are invited for the. Lease of the above Courts for the season 1917-1918. All 
particulars can be  obtained, from the Chairman, 289, Mansfield -street. . ' F. TWORT, Hon. 
Secretary. 
3rd October 1917 Wellington  Rugby Union: The headmaster of the South Wellington School 
applied for the use of the Athletic Park for cricket practice _ for two afternoons weekly.. It was 
decided to bring, the matter up at the next meeting 
13th October 1917 The Tramway Entertainers are giving one of their popular entertainments 
at St. Thomas' , Hall,' to-night. Patrons are advised that the programme (now in circulation) is 
slightly in error, owing to a misprint of the month. The proceeds of this concert will be devoted 
to the playground improvements of South Wellington School. 
15th October 1917 very available seat in St. Thomas's Hall, Newt-own, was occupied on 
Saturday evening when the Tramway Entertainers gave a concert, the proceeds of which were 
devoted to improvement of the playgrounds at the South Wellington School; a subsidy being 
granted by the Education Board. The orchestra, under Mr. F. Donaldson,. played the overture 
and entr'acte, each of which were much enjoyed. As an opening item Mr. H. .Dunn rendered 
"Mate of  Mine," and sung "My Task" as on encore. Mr. R. Ramsay caused merriment in a 
droll musical monologue entitled "Alphonse." Mr. A. Blight's exhibition of fancy club 
swinging was most skilful. Songs were sung .by Messrs. G. Emery, T. Woolcott, W., Vernon, 
F. Fee, G. Houston, L. Norton-Taylor, and W. R. Dixon, and Misses ; Carruthers gave a 'duet 
for mandolin and harp. Mr. A. Bell was at the piano. 
27th November 1917 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington —Assistant, £120 to 
£140  
13th December 1917 Wellington Education Board: Miss E M Russell probationer South 
Wellington resigned January 31  
18th December 1917 The following awards were made at the South Wellington School:— Dux 
and gold medallist. —Marjorie Jenkins.  
Proficiency certificates. —Ernest G. Bolt, John C. Bolt, Thos. H. L. Braddock. Harold J. 
Burman, Hector G. S. Cameron, Leslie W. Collins, Arthur S. Cornish,' Kenneth W. Costello, 
Tamate Eggers, Jack Kelly, Alec Laws, Frederick. Laws, Charles Masters, Theo. Nelson, Roy 
Nicol, Kenneth Patching, Lawrence Pollock, Vivian Rowe, Cyril Simpson, William Stoddart. 
Malcolm Thomas,  



Myrtle Belland, Nellie Epsom, Florence George, Lois Johnson, Jean Luke. Catherine 
MacInnes, Gladys Morgan, Evelyn Morgan, Lettey Pearcy, Doris Rollins, Cora Rowell, Ellen 
Smith, Ida Wade. Vera Walker, Effio Lindsay, Irene Pike. Thirteen competency certificates 
also were awarded and 167 good-attendance certificates. 
18th December 1917 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL BAZAAR. In Aid of the Playground 
Improvement. To be held in the SCHOOL HALL on WEDNESDAY, 19th DECEMBER, 
1917. Official Opening at 2.30 p.m.. Admission—Adults 6d, Children 3d. Tickets redeemable.  
18th December 1917  The South Wellington School Committee is holding a bazaar in aid of 
the playground improvement. Parents and children are responding liberally to the appeal made 
to them, and the function promises to be a. complete success. The large central hall is to be 
used for the stalls (produce, fancy and plain needlework, fruit -and flowers, afternoon tea, 
sweets, etc), while the classrooms will be  utilised for the side shows. No pains are being spared 
by the committee, staff. and children to make the gathering both pleasant Mid profitable. The 
object is one that should appeal to every parent  
20th December 1917 A  bazaar organised by the committee of the 'Wellington South School, 
in aid of the Playground Improvement Fund, was held in the school yesterday, and met with 
much success. Parents, children, and teachers all did their utmost and responded liberally to 
the appeals which were made to them for support, with the result that the stalls for produce, 
fancy and plain needlework, fruit, flowers, sweets, afternoon tea, etc., made an excellent 
display. Various side-shows of au entertaining character had been arranged in the different 
class-rooms, and the many people who attended the bazaar found much to entertain them as 
well as much upon which to expend their means for the good of the cause. 
 

1918	
10th January 1918 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington — Assistant. £110 to £120. 
18th January 1918 Wellington Education Board: Wellington South appointments: Miss H Ross 
and Miss D V Bisset 
9th February 1918 Wellington Education Board: Miss R A Roy appointed assistant 
6th March 1918 Wellington Education Board: Assistantship—£110 to £120 South 
Wellington. Masterton. and Petone(temporary appointments). 
12th March 1918 Women Teachers Discussion included: Dr Ada Paterson said a few words on 
the subject. The ideal 'schoolroom should be convertible into practically an open air room. She 
referred to an open air room which was built at South Wellington, and after some time the 
necessity for heating was found to be a difficulty. Dr Paterson expressed a liking also for the 
open fireplace, though the fire did not raise the temperature very perceptibly. She thought the 
ideal way was to be able to exercise the children after each class for a few minutes. The English 
schools allow 15 feet of space for each child. The speaker expressed herself as surprised at the 
instances of overcrowding she had seen in schoolrooms lately. Plenty of floor space was 
necessary for giving any demonstrations, etc., and for the free movement of the children.  
20th March 1918 Wellington Education Board: Miss F C Petrie Resigned: Miss L W Dixon 
resigned. 
5th April 1918 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington; two vacancies: infant  Mistress 
and Assistant. Assistantship - £140 to £150, 



23rd April 1918 Mr. W. C. Read occupied the chair at the meeting of South Wellington 
householders. There was a moderate attendance. The report of the committee referred to works 
that, had been undertaken during the year. The planting of trees had been a success, and the 
appearance of the grounds was' gradually improving. A bazaar held during the year had realised 
a sum of £66 and the Government subsidy had brought the total receipts from this  source to 
,£131 7s. This money was added to the Grounds Fund. The total amount available for the 
improvement of the ground was now £155. 
The balance-sheet showed that the receipt; had been ,£286 16s. 8d„ and the expenditure .£201 
3s., leaving a credit balance at the close of the year of £82 13s. 8d. 
The report and balance-sheet wero adopted. 
A letter was read by the Now Zealand Educational Institute inviting the support of the 
householders' meeting in urging the Government to make provision for- the improvement of 
the educational system of the Dominion. ' 
. Mr. W. Morton moved: "That this meeting of householders strongly urges the Government 
not only to strongly resist all attempts to encroach upon the national system of education, but 
also without delay to make provision for improvements. and extensions necessary to enable the 
nation to cope successfully with after-war conditions. The motion was carried.  
The following committee was elected:— Messrs. E. .T. Cooper, W. Harris, T. A. Mollison, W. 
Morton, F. Twort, E. G. J. Startup, E. W. P. Church, and R. Anderson. Mr. Startup was re-
elected chairman and Mr. Twort hon. secretary and treasurer. 
23rd April 1918 An echo of n school committee controversy was heard at the Wellington youth 
meeting of householders last night. The chairman of the meeting, when asked to fill a vacant 
place on the new committee, said that lie. would not accept unless the headmaster were invited 
to attend at least four meetings of the committee during the year. He believed that 
the Wellington South School Committee was alone in treating its headmaster unfairly by 
excluding him from its meetings. Other members of the committee insisted that . there was no 
friction between the committee and the headmaster. No full explanation of the incident was 
afforded the meeting, and the chairman did not join the committee. 
23rd April 1918  The committee of the South Wellington School has arranged for a design for 
a memorial for old scholars who have lost their lives in the war. Householders in the district 
are to be approached by circular showing the proposed, design, and asking their support for the 
scheme.  
23rd April 1918  Education Institute Campaign notes included: The motion condemning 
payments to denominational schools was also carried at the following meetings:—Petone West, 
Northland, Muritai (after an amendment had been defeated), Petone District High 
School, Wellington South.  
24th April 1918 Miss Petrie, who for a number of years acted as school mistress at South 
Wellington School, has had to resign owing to ill-health. At Monday night's meeting of 
householders several parents spoke of the good work she had done at the school, and a- motion 
was carried:— "That this meeting of householders desires to testify to its appreciation of Miss 
Petrie's services to the South Wellington School for the past thirteen years, and sincerely trusts 
that she will soon be restored to her usual health. 
25th April 1918 Anzac Day: The children of  the Wellington South School were massed in the 
central hall, where they sang various patriotic songs and were told about the day they were 



celebrating. Through an unfortunate misunderstanding, Major Waite, D. S. 0., who was to have 
addressed the children, did not arrive. After the National  Anthem had been sung the children  
were dismissed for the day. 
1st May 1918 Wellington Education Board: Assistantships, £110 to £120, South 
Wellington, Hutt 
10th June 1918 Miss Broadbent, for many years a teacher, at the Carterton school, was 
entertained at .Carrington House on Saturday , afternoon by Mrs W. Howard Booth and a party 
of. some sixty friends, prior to her departure to take up duty at South Wellington. school. 
During the afternoon a presentation was made to her of a suit case, .the heartiest good wishes 
of ail for her future happiness being extended .to her. . 
15th June 1918  Wellington Education Board: South Wellington, assistant. Miss C. V. 
Thompson; 
10th August 1918 Second Lieutenant P. G. Beechey, whose death in action was reported on 
Thursday, was a son of Mr. J. H. Beechey, a well-known and popular schoolmaster in the 
Wairarapa. The deceased, who was about thirty-five years of age, was assistant teacher at 
the South Wellington school when he enlisted.' 
28th October 1918 As a result of a bazaar organised by the Standard VI children of 
the Wellington South School, and held on Saturday afternoon in the school, the sum of £9 2s; 
2d. was realised and handed over to the Mayoress (Mrs. J. P. Luke) for the Red Cross Our Day 
appeal. The children had worked hard to make the bazaar a thorough success, and their efforts 
met with the success they deserved. 
26th November 1918 Flu Epidemic: Wellington South public school, near the Athletic Park, -
was opened yesterday as a convalescent hospital for influenza patients. It is admirable for the 
purpose, having a good view and ample sunshine. Six wards, with a total of 24 beds, were 
promptly extemporised from the airy classrooms, and now the hospital is established it will no 
doubt be filled, as the patients will not be surrounded with depressing cases but will have every 
cheerful inducement to get well. Four patients were admitted yesterday and are doing well. A 
large number of patients will come in to-day, and the matron, Mrs Mortimore. desires supplies 
of flowers, fruit, books, and comforts of all kinds, including children's toys. Almost 
immediately a sitting room for patients will be established.  
28th November 1918  [Flu Epidemic] In common with other .districts;; Wellington 
South shows a vast improvement. As against about seven cases yesterday, only one .hew case 
was; Reported to-day 
13th December 1918 Proficiency Certificates. —Cyril James, Bert Wilson, Sydney Doorey, 
Albert Unsworth, Reginald Osborn, Vivian .Ritchie, Anthony Osborne, James Epsom, John 
Waterhouse, John Robinson, James Turvey, J. D. Dimond, Murray Haigh, Noel Liardet, 
Thomas Bell, F. James, Leslie Anderson, Edward Dennis, Douglas Hocking, David Elliott, 
Martin Fuller, Alfred Gell, Evan Jessop, John Henry Ward, Frank Mollison, Cyril McCasky, 
Kenneth Morley, Archie Keery, Kathleen Elliott. Iza Bissett, Maisie Norman, Olive Campbell, 
Eva Nettleton, Thelma Gaudy, Leila Bade, Ruby Jeffries, Mona Mears, Nancy, Thomas, 
Yvonne Hardy, Vera Boesley, Freida Porter. Eva Young, Gertrude Rollins, Elsie Bryant, 
Marjorie Russell, Rosalie Oliver, Ellen Smith, Violet Bentley, Ivy Brewer, Olive Jenkins, May 
Bolt, Aileen Brooker, Mamie Clark, Helen Guthrie, Mavis Hastings, Evelyn Hague, Lily Le 



Grys, Sylvia Mollison, Leonore McGregor, Hazel Read, Nora Riddington, Lilus Rabe, Gladys 
Richards, Gladys Ross, Hazel Rowell, Annlow Stephens, Annie Walker.  
Endorsed Competency (Standard VI.). —Reginald Smith, Eric Johnston, Bert Christie, Bert 
Hague, Morice Roberts, Eric Spiller.  
Competency (Standard VI.). —Chris. Hodge, Kenneth Scott, Vera Amos, Percy Morris, 
Montrose Mitchinson , Leonard Brooker, Leslie Booth, Douglas Ramsay, Alice Scott. 

1919	
1919 703 South Wellington Thomas Joseph C-11 Head £485.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Ballachey BA Ernest H  B-34 Assistant £365.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Broadbent Mary A D-48 Assistant £300.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Parkinson  Arnold E H C-64 Assistant £285.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Cooper Emily M D-49 Assistant £280.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Thomson Isabel S Mc C-72 Assistant £265.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Davies Annie Lic Assistant £210.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Feist Lily C-81 Assistant £185.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Walls Margarite C-89 Assistant £175.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Roy Rubina A C-95 Assistant £175.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Thompson Clarice V D-101 Assistant £165.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Thompson Lily A D-98 Assistant £165.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Bissett Dorothy V D-103 Assistant £165.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Chartres Mary E C-107 Assistant £140.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Donaldson Hector A  PT2 £75.00 
1919 703 South Wellington McGrath Norma  PT3 £65.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Warring George  PT3 £65.00 
1919 703 South Wellington Beggs Gwendoline  Probationer 1 £65.00 

Mary A Broadbent had a long career for the Wellington Education Board: 1889 to 1894 as 
pupil teacher at Carterton . 1895 to 1901 assistant at Dalefield. 1902 to 1917. 1919 as an 
assistant at South Wellington then by 1919 promoted to Infant Mistress at South Wellington  
Arnold E H Parkinson was a pupil teacher at Petone DHS 1907-1909. 1910-1911 at training 
college. 1912,1913 and 1915 at Wadestown. 1919 and 1921 at South Wellington In 1926 was 
at Stratford as First Assistant. In 1932 was at Takaka DHS and in 1934 was Headmaster of 
Waiuku DHS 
Isabel S Mc Thomson had a unique career, She was a pupil teacher at Petone 1902 to 1905, 
From 1906 to 1917 she was at Petone as an assistant. By 1919 to at least 1923 she was at South 
Wellington  
1974/45107 Thomson Isabel Selina McLean 15 June 1886 

Rubina A Roy was a pupil teacher at Wadestown in 1913 1914, At training College in 1917 
and an assistant at South Wellington in 1919, In 1926 Miss R A Roy resigned as secondary 
assistant Marton. 
1926/4916 Rubina Augusta Roy Percy Wilson McDonell 
Clarice V Thompson was a pupil teacher at Petone DHS 1912 and 1913. Then next appears 
in Wellington Education Board district at South Wellington from 1919 to at least 1923 



1927/746 Clarice Vivian Thompson John White Scott 

 
Dorothy Bissett was a Probationer at Mitchelltown  in 1914 and Te Aro in 1915. At training 
College around 1917 and then was at South Wellington from around 1919 to at least 1921  
Mary E Chartres was a pupil teacher at Brooklyn in 1915. At training college around 1917. 
By 1919 was at South Wellington to at least 1921 
1923/1536 Mary Eileen Chartres Ian Meiklejohn Matheson 
Hector A Donaldson was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1919 then at training college 
and by 1923 was sole teacher at Makairo [Renamed Kohinui East of Pahiatua] 
Norma McGrath was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1919, In 1921 she was at 
Picton/Waikawa and by 1923 was teaching at Lansdowne in Masterton  
George Warring was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1919. By 1921 was at training 
college and in 1923 was at Newtown. 
Gwendoline Beggs only taught for the Wellington Education Board as a probationer around 
1919 
9th January 1919 Resignation Mrs E D Richmond assistant South Wellington Miss E R Kean 
assistant South Wellington  
1918/3998 Elsie Dreffield MacCurdy Denis Rochfort Richmond 
30th January 1919 Pupils of the South Wellington School are asked to attend at the school to-
mor-row for the purpose of getting their books and other materials loft by them during the late 
epidemic 
1st February 1919 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT. NOTICE TO 
HOUSEHOLDERS. ' THE' Headmaster (Mr. R. Thomas) .will be in attendance at the School 
at--2 p.m. on MONDAY for the purpose of receiving the names of those children who wish to 
be enrolled as new Pupils for the new year commencing. . School resumes work on TUESDAY, 
4th FEBRUARY, 1919.  
20th March 1919 Wellington Education Board: Miss M E Charters appointed South Wellington  
1st April 1919 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington. £250 to £270 (male)  
Up to April 1919 Wellington South South Wellington 
1st April 1919 Mr. Finlay Bethune, who has been headmaster at the  Johnsonville School for a 
number of years, has been appointed to succeed Mr. H. A. Parkinson as headmaster of the South 
Wellington . School. [Actually Appointed to Newtown School] 
12th April 1919 NZ Labour Party Candidates standing for South Wellington School 
Committee:  — Messrs.. G. Black, P. Bowman. F W. Gibb, S. C. Mayall, F Twort.  
15th April 1919 WELLINTON SOUTH. At the meeting at the . Wellington South School last 
evening to elect a school committee there was a-large attendance of householders, and 
considerable interest was taken in the proceedings on account of there being thirteen 
nominations for the nine vacancies, these including a Labour "ticket." Mr. G. J. Startup, the 
chairman of the retiring .committee, presided 
The outgoing committee, in its report, reviewed the epidemic campaign, and went on to refer 
to the improvements effected during the year. Following on the policy of the committee to 
further improvements to the grounds, we have pleasure in stating that, a great number of 
improvements have been completed during the year, amongst which are an incinerator, a new 



path on the south side of Russell Terrace, new sumps and drainage in various parts of the 
grounds, also a pew fence to enclose a proposed plantation on the south side of the'-entrance 
to Rintoul Street. A considerable number of suitable trees  etc., were planted out .during the 
year and the policy of the committee in providing a nursery for rearing stock and for future 
plantings has proved a decided success. We recommend the new committee to continue the 
improvements as per plan approved by the board, and to plant during the coming season hedges 
and trees to complete the scheme on the" Russell and Rintoul Streets frontages. During the year 
the headmaster recommended the committee to purchase a lantern for the use of the school. A 
circular was printed and circulated among, households and a sum collected. The committee 
agreed to. assist in the purchase of an instrument, and it is to be hoped that in-a short time one 
will lie installed in the school. There is no doubt it will greatly assist in the work of the school. 
The repairs required to the school and out buildings have been all- completed,, and generally 
speaking. the buildings are in good-order and condition : It is recommended by the outgoing 
committee that a new shed be erected on. the site' of the incinerator, and which can be used as 
a bicycle-shed for the children. 
15th April 1919 One school at least in Wellington recognises the value of good surroundings, 
both from a health as well as a. picturesque point of view. Wellington South School has a 
nursery of its own, where many plants are reared and replanted in the grounds, lending a certain 
beauty not generally associated with an educational institute. A sand house with pleasant 
surroundings is also provided for the little ones, and many days thus pass in a less tedious 
manner than is usually the case. 
15th April 1919 Lieutenant F. J. Beechy, formerly an assistant on the staff of the Wellington 
South School was killed in. action, in 1918, and is buried at Gommecourt. The committee has 
obtained an enlarged photograph of deceased, and it will be placed in the school. Last evening 
the assembled householders marked their respect for the memory of Lieutenant Beechy. 
15th April 1919 A presentation was made by Wellington South householders recently to Miss 
Petrie, headmistress of the infant school for the past 13 years, who retired from the service of 
the board owing to ill health. Miss Petrie was given a handsome leather travelling case, with 
an address testifying to the householders' and the committees' appreciation of her services to 
the school. In reply, Miss Petrie sent a letter stating: "Most truly am I grieved that my work of 
love among your little ones has  been denied all through my own, ill-health, a grief most kindly 
tempered by the many pleasant remembrances of my connection with your school. To the 
mothers of my many pupils I would especially express my feelings of indebtedness. It was 
through their kind consideration for my work, and my welfare, that I was permitted to spend at 
South Wellington the most pleasant days of my long years of teaching." 
15th April 1919 SOUTH WELLINGTON. The following wero elected at a largo mooting of 
householders at South Wellington:—Mr O. J. Startup (chairman), P. Twort (secretary). Mr J. 
G. Morton, T. A. Mollison, W. Harris, E. G. Cooper. A. E Davis, O. H. Rollins, E. Upchurch. 
2nd May 1919 Wellington Education Board: Assistantships: South Wellington £210 to £240 
and £120 to £140 
8th May 1919 Wellington Education Board: Mr A E H Parkinson appointed assistant master 
15th May 1919 Association Football [Soccer] South Wellington wrote entering two teams for 
the school competition to be held on Friday afternoons.  
22nd May 1919 Mrs F B Christie assistant South Wellington resigned from 31st May 



7th June 1919 Wellington Education Board: Miss I S M Thompson and Mr N A Byrne 
appointed [Mr Byrne was not at South Wellington by December 1919] 
16th July 1919 The Wellington Education Board records in its annual report, that .since the 
issue of last report the following members of its stall' have joined the great company of our 
gallant dead:— Lieut. H. Banks, sole teacher, Karapoti; Lieut. F. J. Beechey, assistant, South 
Wellington; Lieut. L. A. Craven, M.C., assistant, Grovetown; Lieut. F. M. Dabinett. Training 
College student; Pic. W. It. Forbes, .sole teacher, Flat Creek; Pte. B. G. Hawkins, assistant, 
Terrace. Capt. H. S. .M. Sanson, pupil teacher, Karori Corp], J. A. Wiseman, Training College 
student. 
22nd July 1919 A Long Report on Children’s’ peace Day included There was a big muster at 
Clyde Quay, where the children from the Clyde Quay, Mount Cook, South 
Wellington, Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay, and Berhampore Schools , assembled. By 10 a.m. there were 
about 2000 children at this rendezvous, each school under its own teacher 
25th July 1919 Hospital Board:  Intimation was received that the chairman of the Wellington 
South School Committee had promised to provide shrubs and plants for planting at (he Seddon 
annexe. 
18th October 1919 On. Monday morning Commander Williams, Government Naval Adviser, 
-will present a New Zealand ensign on behalf of the' Navy League, to the, Britomart and South 
Wellington Schools. 
29th November 1919 The hall of the South Wellington School was packed to overflowing last 
night at a concert given in aid of the Sports Fund by Standard Five girls, assisted by Mr 
Donaldson, Mr. Warring, and Miss Feist. All present enjoyed the entertainment, although the 
performers had little time to practise. 
29th November 1919  SOUTH WELLINGTON. SCHOOL-EX, PUPILS', ASSOCIATION- '. 
ALL Old Pupils of above Sohool are 'reminded of Meeting in School Hall, Rintoul-street, 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, 3rd DEC, at 8 p.m. 
29th November 1919 66f.t frontage to RUSSELLTERRACE by a depth of 100 ft, together with 
the one-story substantially built Residence of 6 rooms, No. 50, thereon, commanding a 
charming view and adjoining the famous garden and shrubbery of the South 
Wellington School., The house is slightly above the level of the street, and the back is supported 
by a hollow concrete wall 
5th December 1919 That considerable interest is being shown in the South Wellington School 
Ex-Pupils' Association, was evinced at Wednesday night's meeting, when between 50 and 60 
old pupils gathered together in the school hall. Besides the pupils, there were also present, Mr. 
Thomas (headmaster), in the chair, Misses Feist, Broadbent, and Davies, and Mr. Ballachey, 
of the school teaching staff. It was decided to hold the annual meeting in March, and, until then 
the following committee was formed to conduct the affairs of the association : President, Mr 
G. Flux; secretary, Mr. G Bell; treasurer, Mr. A. Knapp; committee, Misses Feist; E. Hind, and 
Davies, and Messrs. Bolt, Dewhurst, Twort, and Turney It was decided that the headmaster of 
the school should always be a member of the committee. The reunion social, which was to have 
been held to-morrow, has been unavoidably postponed. 
17th December The list of winner- of certificates and prizes at the South Wellington School is 
as follows : 



Proficiency Certificate, Standard Vl.': A. S. Butler, T. A. Collins, C. D. A George, L. R.: 
Jenkins, C. E. King, A A. D. McGregor, W. F. Mackie, J. A. C. Masters, H. J. Myeracough, R. 
G. H. Nevill, A. T. Porter, B. H. Price, D. Ramsay, S. A. Ramsay, F. A. Ross, R. Scott, R. L. 
Scott, J. C. Shennan, S. Swift, W. R. Tonkin, W. H. Turrall, W. W. Wadrman, Rita M. Bolland, 
Dorothy E. M. Cooper, Grace M. Curran, Esma W. Gibb, Ellen M. Knapp, Annie B. Miller, 
Gladys V. Pike, Doris E. M. Rudman, Hilda G. Russell, Muriel Sharp. Elsie' A. Six smith, 
Annie P. Symington, Irene M. Tonkin, Edna M. Johnston. 
Endorsed Competency, Standard VI. : Isabel M. Marshall, Alice M. Scott, 1 A. Cromie, E. B. 
E. Murray.  
Competency, Standard VI. : Jean N. Robertson, T. R. Stevenson, Kinda Poad, S. Brown, A. 0. 
Johnson, S. W. Ambrose. 
Attendance Certificates, Standard VI. : Hilda G. Russell, Edna M. Johnston, Rita M. Bolland, 
Elsie A. Sixsmith, Ellen M. Knapp,. Grace M. Curran, Irene M. Tonkin, Annie G. Symington^ 
R. G. H. Nevill, D. Ramsay, R. Scott, S. Swift, W. H. Turrall, S. A. Ramsay, W. T. Collins, W. 
F. Mackie, C. D. George, A. A. McGregor, T. A. Collins, W. T. R; Stevenson, F. A. Ross, H. 
J. Myerscough. 
 Standard V. : W. Clark, S. Elliott, L. Payne, F. Swift, R, Gell, J. Harris, S. Harrison, M. 
Hodgson, N. Porter H Taylor, A. Clark, Z. Gibb, N. Graff, L. Huggins, E. Hawkey, V. Osborne, 
C. Read, N. Stevenson, A. Walker, E Henesy, R, Bell, N. Dale, C. Harris, E. Jackson, M. Lane, 
K. Lear, H. Mallett, C. Pallesen, M. Priest, E. Stewart, 0. Brown. 
Standard 1Va . : D. Barn. J. Powell, J. Gault, E. Berryill A. Bryant, R. Dutch, E. Fisk, 0. James, 
-filly Costello, Queenie Perrett, Jane Scott. Alice Ashby, Pearl Bolland, Annie Hesketh, Muriel 
Williamson. 
Standard IVb. ;E. Anderson, H. Osborn, E. Stack, A. Allott, V. Robert., J. Carnley, J. Mears, 
S. Porter, Grace Fuller, Nancy Fuller, Louisa Hart, Edna Jackson, Eileen Sawle, Edith 
Marshall.  
Standard IIIa. : S. Hunt, J. Hoare, T. Hart, L. Jepsen, S. Miller, K. Miller, S. Ofsoski, J. Swift, 
R. Waterhouse, Doris Bolt, Mavis Clark, Edith Epsom, Gwen Hoare, Nellie Harris, Edith 
McFadzean, Mildred Huggins, Nyhra Lawrence, Inie Mason, Marjorie Black. 
Standard IIIb . : Hazel Tonks, Loreanza Payne, Freda Ballinger, Margaret Bollinger, Ruby 
Fisher, Trixie Jenkins, Una- James, Kate Maley, Ivy Mears, H. Baker, A. Bolland, L. Bryant, 
0. Burke, J. Corliss, H. Evans, C. Fisk, T. Morgan, K. Picton. 
Standard IIb. : Marjory King, Bella Bolland, F. Twort, N. Phaup, C. Graff, F. Blight, M. Clark, 
C. Mackie. 
Standard IIa. : Amy Jenkins, Phyllis Harrap, Mavis Harrap, Rita Callan, Maud Rochester, Reta 
Unsworth, Nelly Wilson, Christina Annear, H. Williams, M. Lindsay, E. Arnold, H. Hester. 
Standard I. : Edna Corliss, Ethel Jepson, Phyllis Clark, Ivy Mason, Dorothy Jenkins, Phyllis 
Lawrence, Nellie Maley, lima Matthews, Alice Bruce, Doris Harrap, Hilda Small-one, Giles 
Blight, S. McAuley, E. Jenson, C. McFadzean. S. Hassel, K. Clarke, C. Bolland, H. Harrison, 
J. Scott, G. McLean, R. Price, D. Beck, H. Allott, M. Roberts, J. Oram, L. Smallbone, C. Tonks, 
I. Phaup. 
 Following are the results of a sports meeting held at Newtown Park : Boys' championship : 
75yds, R. Dutch; 220 yds, R. Dutch; long jump, R. Dutch; high jump, D. Ramsay; hop, step, 



and jump, R. Dutch; throwing cricket ball, R. Dutch; half-mile walk, G. McKenzie ; winner of 
medal, R. Dutch; runner-up, D. Ramsay. 
Girls' championship (senior) : 50 yds, Mona Johnston; 100 yds, ,Mona Johnston; walk, Rita 
Bolland; hopping, Mona. Johnston; long jump, Kathleen Walker; skipping, Mona Johnston; 
winner of medal, Mona Johnston: Girls' championship (junior) : 100 yds, Frances Stevenson; 
skipping, Frances Stevenson; 50 yds, Alice Jones; hopping, Alice Jones; long jump, Frances 
Stevenson ; winner of book prize, Frances Stevenson. 
Shooting prizes : C. Shennan (medal), N. Jessop (book). Ammunition prizes: C. Shennan, N. 
Jessop, H. Myerscough, F. Ross, D. Ramsay, S. Elliott, A. Johnson, H. Price, R. Scott, C. 
George, A. Hall, E. Johnson, A. McGregor, L. Jenkins, W. Stevenson, S. Butler, I. Cromie, S. 
Ramsay. 

1920	
4th February 1920 The following resolution was passed at the 'usual monthly meeting of 
the South Wellington School Committee on Monday^ evening :—"That this committee regrets 
that children of school age are permitted- by the Health Department to attend picture shows 
and other gatherings during' the time that the public schools are kept closed owing to the 
influenza outbreak." 
18th February 1920 Wellington Education Board: t was decided to -request the Education 
Department to grant authority for the acquirement of freeholds in place of leaseholds at. Clyde-
quay and South Wellington Schools,  
19th February 1920  Wellington Education Board: Mr A Jackson Appointed. [Was not teaching 
for Wellington Education Board by December 1921 
9th March 1920 Consideration was given by the Wellington School Committees' Association 
last evening (Mr. R. T. Bailey in the chair) to a resolution passed by the South 
Wellington School Committee, directing its delegates to oppose the payment of a deposit of £1 
by each Technical College free place student, in order to ensure that the student shall attend 
the classes regularly and qualify for the capitation allowance. "la our opinion (stated the school 
committee) such imposition clearly shows lack of control by the teaching class." Mr. G. Startup 
moved that the association support the South Wellington School Committee and that the matter 
He referred to the executive for a report. He also moved : "That a charge of '7s 6d is made to 
each pupil for the purposes of maintaining the sports club belonging to the school, and that 
such charge, in our opinion, must weigh heavily on the parents of the working class." , 
The South Wellington Committee's resolution and Mi. Startup's motion were adopted. 
4th February 1920 Navy  League had 223 members at South Wellington  School  
5th May 1920 Wellington Education Board: Application for: South Wellington, .£210 to .£240. 
6th May 1920 THE PRINCE'S MATCH." "THE'PRINCE'S MATCH." CARS AND MOTOR-
BIKES can. be parked on the SCHOOL GROUNDS, SOUTH WELLINGTON (Opposite the 
Athletic Park) during the. Match on FRIDAY, 7th INST. Fees 2s and ls. No change given, and 
no responsibility for any loss or damage to Cars, etc., while On the grounds. Proceeds to be. 
given to the Sports Clubs at the School. 0. H. ROLLINS. Hon. Sec. 
24th June 1920 Wellington Education Board: Resignation from Mr E A Donaldson pupil 
teacher South Wellington  



25th June 1920 The thanks of the Wellington  Hospital Board have been conveyed to Mr. G. J. 
Startup, chairman of the Wellington South School Committee, for donating 100 young fine 
trees for planting around the Seddon shelters 
26th June 1920 Although the new Britomart (Berhampore) School is not more than a third of 
a mile' as the crow flies from the Wellington South School in Rintoul Street, the latter school 
is, according to the committee, overcrowded, and it has protested to that effect to the Education 
Board. The board has intimated to the committee, in reply, that it does not consider it necessary 
to exclude any children now on the roll, and, further, that the board could not see its way to 
add to the existing accommodation. ; 
4th August 1920 Wellington Education Board: Assistantship South Wellington: £140 to £160 
18th August 1920 Wellington Education Board:  It was resolved to inform the chairman of 
the South Wellington School Committee that the board is the determining authority in relation 
to the number of pupils to be admitted but considers it inadvisable to exercise that authority in 
relation to South Wellington at the present time, with a view to reducing the present roll 
number. Moreover, the school is not, at present, overcrowded, as on the twelve-foot basis 
nearly 700 are provided for, the^ average for the June quarter being 691.' 
12th October 1920 At the meeting of the Wellington Schools Committees' Association last 
night, a protest was received from the South Wellington Committee' against the action of the 
Lower Board authorising the headmaster to take the children to a picture-show without the 
sanction of the committee. The chairman (Mr A. G. Wallace) said that some schools already 
had small cinematographs of their own, and he thought that either air schools should be 
provided with them, or that the board should have a machine and an should be employed to go 
round to exhibit and explain suitable films at schools. It was objected by several speakers that 
the tram-fares and charges for admission constituted an undue tax on parents with large 
families, and it was suggested that the charge made should never be more than 6d a head. The 
secretary (Mr White) stated that a memorandum from the Minister for Education laid it down 
. that the teachers should confer with the chairman of the school committee before taking the 
children to picture shows, etc. A member of the committee stated that many of the pictures are 
pre pared in America, and no doubt were excellent American propaganda, But they had no 
patriotic or educational value. It was a pity if young New Zealand was to become-" 
Americanised through, picture shows. He thought that the department should provide a plant 
to show suitable films in the schools. The matter was left in the hands of the executive. 
30th November 1920 Wellington Education Board: Miss A Mace appointed assistant  
15th December 1920 At South Wellington School proficiency certificates were gained by 
Henry Bognuda, Walter Clark, Thomas Collins, Fred Costello, John Cowdrey, Ian Cromie, 
Colin Davidson, Hugh Donald, Seddon Elliott, Roderick Fraser, Richard Gell, Arthur Gill, 
Tom Grace, Martin Hodgson, Norman Jeseep, Mason Luxford, George Palmer, Lawrence 
Payne, Kenneth Price, Lawrence Stevenson,. Milton Sutton, Frank Swift, Hugh Taylor; Robina 
Bell, Eileen Brigden, Ofa Browne, Alison Clark, Eleanor Dale, Zena Gibb, Nancy Graff, 
Constance Harris, Edna Henesy, Edna Howe, Eileen Jackson, Olive Kerwin, Kathleen Lear, 
Dorothy McDougall, Hazel Mallett, Margaret Miller, Vera Osborn, Dorothy Packer, Mary 
Priest, Jean Robertson, Vera Sparkes, Ninnia Stevenson, Eileen  Stewart, Annie Thomson, 
Annie Walker. Endorsed Competency Certificates.— Kinda Poad, David Wadman, Marjorie 
Lane, Clarice Read. 



1921	
1921 721 South Wellington Thomas Joseph C Head £540.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Ballachey BA Ernest H  B Assistant £410.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Broadbent Mary A D Infant Mistress £360.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Parkinson  Arnold E H B Assistant £350.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Hayes Ellen V C Assistant £320.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Thomson Isabel S Mc C Assistant £310.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Gamage Jessie Mrs D Assistant £240.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Walls Margarita C Assistant £220.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Bissett Dorothy F C Assistant £210.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Priestly Dorothy F B Assistant £210.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Olsen Dorothy S C Assistant £200.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Thompson Clarice V D Assistant £200.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Chartres Mary E C Assistant £200.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Patterson Airini B Assistant £190.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Blake Norma R C Assistant £190.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Heron Harold A C Assistant £190.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Douglas Doris K Mrs C Reliever £170.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Jones Edna L M   PT2 £90.00 
1921 721 South Wellington Horne Cecil B Z   PT1 £65.00 

Ellen V Hayes started her career qt South Wellington as a pupil teacher in 1908 and 1909 Then 
was at Tokomaru as an assistant in 1910 to 1912. Then didn’t teach again for the Wellington 
Education Board until 1917 when she was at Ohau and 1919 at Levin DHS,  Then from around 
1921 to at least 1923 was back at South Wellington  . Was possibly at Greymouth in 1913 
1925/8613 Ellen Vera Hayes Edward David Player 
Jessie Gamage Mrs [Nee Higgins] Jessie Higgins started teaching at Clyde Quay qualified as 
an assistant in 1911 until 1913, She did not teach in 1914 and was at Mt Cook Boys’ in 1915. 
Then under her married name was at Mount Cook Boys’ in 1917 and by 1919 was at Karori 
and finished at South Wellington around 1921 
1916/3760 Jessie Higgins Ambrose Francis Gamage 
Dorothy F Priestly was only an assistant for Wellington Education Board at South Wellington  
around 1921, 
Dorothy S Olsen was a registered assistant teacher in 1921 and 1923 at South Wellington  
Airini Patterson was an assistant at South Wellington by 1921 and was still teaching there in 
1923 
1928/2042 Airini Patterson Donald Robert Matheson 
Norma R Blake was a probationer at Maranui in 1917 and was sole teacher at Hukanui 
[Between Eketahuna and  Pahiatua] in 1923 
Harold A Heron was an assistant at South Wellington around 1921 
Doris K Douglas Mrs was a reliever  at South Wellington around 1923 
1916/1506 Doris Karla Printzen William Richard Douglas 



Doris K Printzen was a pupil teacher at Petone DHS 1907 to 1908,  1909 and 1910 she was at 
Training College then taught at Upper Hutt 1911 to 1915 at Upper Hutt as an assistant. There 
was a Doris Pritchard who taught around 1919 at Picton 
1917/17231 Douglas Ronald Ferguson Doris Karla William Richard 

1918/23989 Douglas Doris Adrienne Doris Karla William Richard 
Edna L M Jones only taught around 1921 for the Wellington Education Board as a Pupil 
Teacher 
Cecil B Z Horne only taught around 1921 for the Wellington Education Board  
15th January 1921 Wellington Education Board:  South Wellington, inf. techr.; £200 to 
£230.[As published] 
20th January 1921 Summer Show: Pupils of South Wellington State ' School had a choice 
collection of flowers and vegetables grown by the infant scholars' under supervision of the 
mistress, Miss Broadbent. 
27th January 1921 Resignations: South Wellington: Miss A Davies assistant  and Miss L A 
Thompson Assistant . 
4th February 1921. War Trophies Wellington South School awarded a Machine Gun. 
14th April 1921 The report to be presented to the annual meeting of Wellington School 
Committee contains the following 
A most important improvement was made to the front school grounds, Rintoul street side, in 
the shape of a high batten fence. This affords good shelter, and the enclosed portion can be 
used by the scholars as -a tennis court. The use of this has been let to the Baptist Tennis Club 
at a charge of .£15 per annum. The bank in front has already been planted out in Australian 
trees, presented by the Wanganui Beautifying Association, which are now well established. A 
hedge has been planted also, and in time, it should be possible to remove the ugly board, fence 
on that frontage. The outgoing committee recommends that another area of asphalt be laid, 
which would be about half the present playing area. 
 "Hot water system.—-This system has proved most unsatisfactory, and a: test was made by 
the committee which showed that the system was only capable of raising the temperature of 
the school .about five degrees in as many hours. The board, after having consulted various 
experts, decided to instal an accelerator driven by a motor, which have the effect of forcing the 
hot water more quickly through the pipes. Your committee is, however, doubtful of the result, 
and. if this alleged improvement shows no improvement, it should be at once condemned.  
OVERCROWDING. “Your committee desires to draw your attention to the overcrowding at 
the school. The rooms ae far too crowded. and during the year the board was approached in the 
matter* It refused to take steps to have the number of scholars reduced. Your committee desires 
to state that on the opening of the Brittomart School the board insisted that 12 feet be allowed 
for each pupal, and now they are insisting on this amount -being reduced. Your committee is 
of the opinion that the decision in admitting children over the regulation apace should rest with 
it, and not with the Education Board. School Committees*’ Association. —This association, to 
which, your committee is affiliated, continues to -do good work, and has been the means of 
bringing before the Government many matters which the individual school was unable to do 
also, new sites and playgrounds have been obtained as a result of the operations of this most 
important body. You will be asked during the meeting to affirm resolutions regarding the 



matters mentioned hereunder, which, the School Committees’ - Association wail place before 
the authorities:—Accidents to school children; standardised school books; permanent 
appointment of caretakers of schools.  
“During the football season motor-cars were allowed to be parked on the school grounds, at a 
charge of Is each. A sum of .£15 was collected in this way, which was placed to the credit of 
the school sports fund. (A separate report of this fund will be presented to you later on in the 
evening). Both the tennis courts are now let for a term of five years at a rental of .£15 each per 
annum. These amounts, together with the annual rental of £52 from the Defence Department 
for hire of school grounds, are placed to the ground improvement fund. ,  
ADDITIONAL PLAYGROUND. “The incoming committee is recommended to endeavour to 
provide an additional playground below the tennis court (Russell terrace). This space could 
well be fitted with various amusements for the infant children. Additional space can also be 
provided for open-air teaching by levelling a portion o-f the nursery, garden: This, we contend, 
could be converted into an ideal place for that purpose. 
 “A most successful school picnic was held at Seatoun Park on March 31st. Six tramcars were 
engaged to carry the children, who numbered 577, also any parents who attended. Various 
sports were held, and a sum of .£15 9s was given in prizes. The weather was perfect. and no 
accident occurred to mar the enjoyment of the children. A sum of ,£35 19s 7½d was contributed 
by parents and scholars, while a further sum of £26 was raised by means of a concert given by 
Mr Frank Andrews and his party. After paying all expenses of the picnic, etc., a balance of .£18 
was put to the credit of the school sports fund.  
“We are pleased to report that the buildings have been kept in good order and condition. The 
grounds also are well kept, and the trees planted some years ago are well established. It is now 
recommended by the committee that hedges be planted alongside the main path, which will 
greatly improve the look of the entrance. 
19th April 1921 There was an attendance of about 100 householders (about half the number 
being ladies) at the Wellington South School. Mr. A. A. Whitelaw presided. The committee's 
report has already been published. In his report the headmaster, Mr. J. Thomas, drew attention 
to the large number of changes which had taken place in the teaching staff during  the past year. 
Recognition. ,was given of the gratuitous services rendered by the teaching staff in supervising 
the children's sports and games. Mr Thomas drew attention to the unsuitable nature of -the 
structure for the open-air school. A verandah and a proper heating apparatus were needed. Ho 
urged that additional playing space should be provided for the girls and for the infant school. 
A resolution "urging the immediate installation of heating apparatus in the open-air school was 
adopted.* A vote of thanks to Miss Davis on. her retirement from the teaching staff was passed, 
and complimentary references to the services, rendered by Miss Davis were made. _  
The voting for the School Committee was:—T A.' Mollison, 84; T. A. Christenson, 81; L. A. 
Brewer, 79; A. E. Davis, 79: W. J. Harris, 78; 0. H. Rollins, 78; George J. Startup. 76; S. Y. 
Brown. 75; "E. Upchurch, 74 (all elected!; T. Twort, 52; A, Black, 46; R. Williams, 42 and T. 
Ryley, 36. 
19th April 1921 labour candidates for the School Committee elections in the few cases where 
their nominations had been announced, were not very successful in the city and suburban 
contests— with, the exception of Te Aro, where the Labour ticket was returned. In Wellington 
South only one candidate out of three was elected' to a committee of nine. 



19th April 1921 An interesting proposal for the relief of parents from a financial burden, which 
is not heavy in the average, but very unwelcome when it arrives, was made at the Wellington 
South meeting of householders last night. It was resolved that, in case of accidents sustained 
by children in school hours, half the cost of medical attendance should, lie borne by the 
Government. 
19th April 1921 The Wellington South School Committee has arranged for a picture show to 
be held at the school during the coming winter, when moving pictures of school life at South 
Wellington will be shown.  
27th July 1921 The need of a school in the Vogeltown and Mornington district has long been 
felt by residents. The district has suffered considerably through no provision boing made for 
school accommodation for children, some parents having to send their children long distances 
often in wet weather, to the four other schools situated in Wellington South. The matter, 
however, has now' taken a more satisfactory turn. At the monthly meeting of the Vogeltown 
and Mornington Municipal Electors' Association, over which Mr. G. D. Hewett presided, the 
secretary (Mr. A. R. Hornblow) reported that the Education Board had promised to relieve the 
present situation by erecting temporary accommodation as soon as possible. Members of the 
committee emphasised the urgency of getting this much-delayed work 
8th September 1921 A jumble sale in aid of the school sports fund will be held at South 
Wellington School on Saturday at 2.30 p.m. Flowers, vegetables, cakes, and sweets will also 
be on sale. Donations for the different stalls will be thankfully received at the school. 
22nd December 1921 SOUTH WELLINGTON 
Proficiency Certificates.—Boys: A. Bryant, L. Bryant, E. Dickey, P. Drummond, M. "Elliott, 
J. Gault, R. Gibb, A, Gill, N. Green. 0. Guthrie, J. Harris, F. Homer, 0. James, S. Janes-, E.- 
Johnson, J. Keery, A. Lake, L, McAuley, J. Meats, D. Morgan, E. Norris, H. Osborne, H. 
Osborne, J. Osborne, L. Paget, N. Porter, J. Powell, V. Roberts, D. Bos 3, H. Howden, E. Stack, 
K Thompson, M. Wadman.  
Girls"; A. Ashby; J. Ashby, V. Burman, E. Cox, E. Clausen, M. Costello, E. Epsom,. G. Fuller, 
N. Fuller, E. Gandy, E. Green, M. Howell, L. Hart, E. Hawkey, Z. Jupp, E. Jackson, D. Ling, 
E. Liardet, 'H. Lawrence, D. Mallett, E. McDonald, M.-Mexted, M. Miller, A. Myerscough, D. 
Napier, G. Paterson, M. Priest,; K. Philpot, D. Ramsay, L. Reed, A- Robertson E. Rowband, 
M. Tingey, 'H. Tonks, E. Upchurch, K. Walker, 'M. Walker, V. Warwick, D. McLeod., 
 Endorsed Competency Certificate  Boys': W. Malin, E... Simmonds. Girl: M. Harris. 
Competency Certificates.—Boys : E. Anderson, D. Bam, H. Bognuda. Girls: J. Marshall, E. 
Marshall, E. Mason. 

1922	
13th February 1922 Lady Householders of the South Wellington School District are invited to 
meet at the School on WEDNESDAY EVENING, the 15th instant, ant 8 o'clock, to arrange 
for the proposed School Picnic 
14th March 1922 The South Wellington Public School held its annual picnic at Seatoun on 
Friday. The weather was ideal, and about 600 children, in many cases accompanied by friends 
or relatives,' journeyed to the grounds in the special trams. Results of races were as follow: 13 
years and over: Girl«, Frances Stevenson 1, J. Bunny 2; boys, E. Fisk 1, A. Allot 2. 12 years : 
Girls, Alice Jones 1, G. Jeffs 2; 'boys, first beat, K. Williams 1 J. Luke 2; second heat, L. Bryant 



1, Jackson 2, 11 years: Girls, M. Birks 1, N. Howe 2; boys, first heat, J. Southwood 1, T. Naylor 
2; second heat, G.JS ell 1, J. Lindsay 2. 10 years: Girls, M. Line 1, K. Norris 1; boy's, first heat, 
H. Hester J. A. Timmins 2; second heat, B. Tonkin 1, C. Hooper 2. 0 years: Girls, L. Cook 1, 
P. Whittaker 2: boys, first heat, S. Anderson 1, H. Middlebrook 2; second heat, L. Swanson 1, 
H. Kelly 2. 8 years: Girls, F. Connell 1  K. Jupp 2; boys, first heat, B. Kempton 1, H. Robieson 
2; second .heat, G. Barten 1, W. Jupp 2. Under. 8 years: R. Hudson 1, B. Laurence 2. Old girls' 
race: Grace Fuller. 1, Eileen Macdonald 2. Half-mile championship: R. Perkins 1, E. Fisk 2, V. 
Garrod 3. 
19th April 1922 Nominations for School Committee: SOUTH WELLINGTON., L. Birks, W. 
I. J. Blythe, A. L. Brewer, S. Brown, A. Christenson, A. E. Davis, W. J. Hardyment, W. J. 
Harris, F. Matthews, T. A. Mollison, W. T. J. Morton, S. D. Munn, O. H. Rollins, G. W. 
Sixsmith, G. J. Startup, and F. Twort, and E. Upchurch. Nine only’ "wanted.  
26th April 1922 The attendance at the South Wellington meeting was the largest for many years 
past. In his annual report the headmaster (Mr. Thomas) stated that the year had been a trying 
one for the management, partly owing to - irregular attendance due to sickness, and partly to 
.changes in the staff. At the Inspector's examination out of 89 pupils 72 gained proficiency 
certificates, 4 endorsed competency, and 6 competency. Jean Ashby gained a. junior 
scholarship, and Louis Hart was awarded a Trentham Scholarship. Mary Priest gained one of 
the Gilby's Scholarships. "In sport," stated the headmaster, "the school has taken its part." For 
swimming 29 certificates were awarded for distances from between 50 and 1225 yards. In. the 
contest for the Blundell Cup the school gained second place. The following committee was 
elected :—Messrs. A. L. Brewer (102), A. Christian (88), W. T. J. Morton (85), W. I. J. Blyth 
(84), S. Brown (79), F. Matthews (79), W. J. Harris (78), G. W. Sixsmith (78). 
27th April 1922 In the report of the annual meeting of the South Wellington householders, the 
name of Mr. T. A. Mollison, who, headed the poll with 117 votes, was omitted from the list of 
those elected to the committee. 
4th July 1922 Through: the efforts of the Wellington South School Committee, the Education 
Board has decided to convert the open  air room at that school into an ordinary classroom, by 
'having the interior properly lined and a heating apparatus installed 
19th July 1922 Part of a lot longer letter: The Wellington Education Board today considered 
correspondence in regard to a complaint from the Wellington South School Committee that Dr. 
Gunn, School Medical . Officer,] had extracted teeth from a number of pupils without first 
obtaining the consent of the children's parents. In reply to this complaint, forwarded by the 
board to the Department of Public Health, Dr. E. H. Wilkins, . Director of the Division of 
School Hygiene, wrote pointing out that it would be impracticable under the circumstances to 
obtain the consent of parents for a matter of this kind, which is  done in a few moments in the 
course of examination. "If, however," continued the writer, "it is the desire of the School 
Committee that none of the children attending the Wellington South School shall in future be 
afforded the opportunity of having such fragments of decaying teeth removed, instruction to 
this effect will be issued to Dr. Gunn, but, before doing this, I would urge that parents would 
attend and see for themselves exactly what is done. Dr. Gunn is not exceeding her authority in 
doing what she thinks best in the interests of -the children she examines."………. 
22nd July 1922 A very enjoyable concert was held in the hall of the South. Wellington School 
on Thursday evening, in aid of the school funds. Various items were contributed by the 



different classes, the items given by the infant classes being especially pleasing. Songs were 
given by Kathleen Moncrief, Edna Smith, and Jean Pargetter recitations by George Power and 
Mr. Herrron  (Master); classic dance by Margaret Birke; ballet by Joan Marshall; and poi dance 
by Cissy Carter. Standard VI. boys gave a perfect display of physical drill without music. A 
song, entitled "Throe Maids of Lea," by Jean Thomson, Doris Bolt, and Ethel Maybury, was 
particularly well received. Great credit is due to the teaching staff for the manner in which the 
children, were prepared. At the conclusion of the concert, the headmaster, Mr. J. Thomas, 
thanked all those who assisted to make the concert a success, .which will greatly augment the 
school funds. 
25th July 1922 The monthly meeting of the South Wellington School Committee was held last 
evening in the schoolroom, the following being present: Messrs. W. I. J. Blyth (chairman), F. 
, Matthews,- A. Christeson, A. L. Brewer, T. Mollison, S, Brown, .W. Harris, G. :W. Sixsmith, 
and the headmaster (Mr. J. Thomas). It was decided to refer the question of Dr. Gunn's '.; 
medical:. examination to the School Committee*; — Association to be dealt with, together 
with the following resolution : ."That the committee has no objection to the medical 
examination of pupils attending the school, but that no operation be performed without first 
notifying, and obtaining the consent of, the parents." An application .from .the Miramar South 
School for a grant of trees from the school nursery was left in the hands of the Grounds, 
Committee. It was reported that as a result of the concert held recently, a number of gymnastic 
appliances and sand-pit will be installed in the play, area, of the school ground. Satisfaction 
was expressed at the decision of the Education .Board in agreeing to convert the open-air room 
into an ordinary classroom.- The headmaster is. to be asked to. select two boys from, the upper 
standards, -who. will be placed under an efficient tutor in elocution, whose fees will be met by 
the committee, with the idea of training the boys by this method to be public speakers of the 
future. It was decided to install bubble drinking fountains at the school.' An application from a 
parent for payment of a doctor's :,account for attendance to a child who met' with an accident 
in the school, ground was held over pending inquiries from the Education Board re the legal 
position of the committee in such matter 
15th August 1922  Recently the Wellington South School Committee erected a horizontal bar, 
and in, the last few days two children have broken arms Questions were asked last night at the 
meeting of the School Committee’s Association regarding the liability of the committees { A 
dealing with the subject, , addressed to the chairman by the Hon. C  'Parr said ,that the matter 
had been under the consideration of the Government for some time, and the Government had 
consulted the Crown/ Law Office The letter stated "Briefly, the position seems to be that a 
controlling authority will be held liable for an accident occurring to a pupil in or about the 
school premises if it is proved that such accident was in fact caused by the negligence of  the 
controlling authority or its agents,…….. 
20th September 1922 A deputation of members of the Wellington Education Board waited 
upon the Minister of Education a fortnight ago, with reference to proposals as ; to works to 
which the board is prepared' to contribute. out of its rebuilding fund. At to-day's meeting of/ 
the board, a letter was received from the Minister,, stating that he is prepared to accept the 
board's proposals with .respect to the Clyde quay, Khandallah and South Wellington schools. 
5th October 1922  The South Wellington School Committee held a successful concert in St. 
Hall last evening, there being, a large attendance. Songs were contributed by the Titbit Trio,. 



Miss W. .Fix, Mr. Fred G. Twiss, Mr. Hart, and Miss Edna Smith; monologues by M. Ginger 
and Miss Phyllis Adams; dances by Miss Molly Cook and Miss Joan Marshall; sketches were 
given by Miss Bertha Cross and the. Blight Brothers; Mr.; Howard, conjuring tricks; Mr. 
Goodall, cornet  solo; Mr. George. Peek, humorous item; Mr.. Turrell's orchestra played an 
overture and  Mr. Harry E. "Wilson played the accompaniments. The committee, which carried, 
out the arrangements, consisted of Messrs'. Blyth, Brown, Matthews, Mollison, Brewer, 
Sixsmith, Christeson, and Harris. As a result of the concert the school funds will be 
considerably . augmented. 
10th October 1922 Wellington Education Board: Mr C M Blake appointed South Wellington 
14th December 1922 SOUTH WELLINGTON 
 Dux —Edith Epsom.  
Proficiencies, Girls—Nessie Bell, Renee Benn, Una Benn, Margaret Birks, Doris Bolt, 
Marjorie Black. Iris Bunny, Cissie Carter, Thelma Cohen, Hazel Cole,, Violet Collett, Mollie 
Elliott, Edith* Epsom, Daphne Futter. Carrie Guymer, Alice Hancox, Gwen Hoare, Ethel 
Hogben, Kathleen Hollies, Sybil Hodgkinson, Nita Howe, Una James, Katey Jones, Marion 
Lamb, Nyhra Lawrence, Irene hoary Mary Line, Edith Marshall, Joan Marshall, Inie Mason, 
Edith McFadzean, Cathie Moncrieff, Kate Maley, Lorenza Payne, Mavis Pike, Alma Rudman, 
May Rochester, Selby Rose. Lily Scott, Jenny Scott, Dorothy Sherlaw, Edna Sherlaw, Marjorie 
Sixsmith. Beryl Stowell, Mary Turvey, Jean Thomson, Ethel Wild.  
Endorsed Competency—Gwen Turner  
Competencies—Nancy Cook, Ethel Maybury, Ivy Mears, Winnie Muir, Kilty Tonkin. 
Proficiencies, Boys Harold Baker. John Baker, William Barke, David Barn, Alfred Bolland. 
Arthur Calcinai, John Carnley, James Christsen, Roy Cowdrey, Henry Davis, Claude Fisk. Eric 
Fisk, Victor Garrod, Ronald Gibb, Godfrey Handcock, Thomas Hart, George Henesy, John 
Hoare, Val. Hodge, Arthur Hodgson, Norman Laughton, John Luke, Newell Mann, Cecil 
Matthews, Leslie Murray, Eric Page, Keith Picton, Arthur Russell, Aubrey Tucker, Allan 
Upchurch..  
Endorsed Competencies—Arthur Allott, John Corliss, Kenneth Miller, Trevor Morgan. 
Competencies—Walter Brigden, Alex. Connell, Edwin Davis. William Hepburn, Robert 
Perkins, Andrew Stewart, Jack Swift, Percy Torrington. 

1923	
1923 714 South Wellington Thomas Joseph C Head £520.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Finlayson John H  M C Assistant £405.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Little Isabel D B D Infant Mistress £353.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Blake Charles M C Assistant £375.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Hayes Ellen V C Assistant £333.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Thomson Isabel S M C Assistant £303.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Cousins Eric G B Assistant £233.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Walls Margarita C Assistant £225.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Tait Annie P B Assistant £125.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Olsen Dorothy S C Assistant £195.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Thompson Clarice V D Assistant £195.00 



1923 714 South Wellington Patterson Airini B Assistant £200.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Maloney Grace G D Reliever £193.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Blake Norma R C Assistant £185.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Patterson Grace M B Assistant £185.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Foley Rita R   PT 2 £83.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Steele James T V   PT 2 £83.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Chipper Thomas   PR 1 £88.00 
1923 714 South Wellington Key Arnold R   PR 2 £83.00 

John H M Finlayson was  a pupil teacher at Levin in 1904 and 1905 and teach again for the 
Wellington Education Board  again till 1919 to at least 1921 at Petone DHS, By 1923 he was 
at South Wellington as assistant In 1911 was in Dannevirke By  1917 he was resigning as 
Headmaster of Canvastown to enlist. By 1930 he was Headmaster of Thames South School 
and by 1936 was back in Wellington as Headmaster of Kelburn School In 1937 appointed an 
Inspector for the Otago  
Education Board  
1957/34698 Finlayson John Herbert McWilliam 70Y 
Isabel D B Little started her Wellington Education Board career in 1914 as an assistant at the 
Normal School, By 1921 she was at Hutt DHS as Infant Mistress and by 1923 was Infant 
Mistress at South Wellington . Appointed as Infant Mistress at Karori in 1928. In 1932 was 
Infant Mistress at Ashburton East School 
Charles M Blake started his Wellington Education Board career at Akitio in 1910 as sole 
charge teacher. Then at Mangaone [5 Kilometres East of Eketahuna] sole charge 1911 ,to 1914:  
By 1915 he was at Cross Creek School 1914  to at least 1919. The only person living there who 
was not a railway employee. By 1921 he was at Hamua south of Eketahuna and in 1923 was at 
South Wellington  
12th November 1942 The death occurred last week of Mr |C. M. Blake, a well-known school  
teacher and educationist in Canterbury and Wellington. [Also taught in Otago] In Canterbury 
he gained the reputation as an artist, while those who knew him in Wellington will remember 
his literary contributions in the "Evening Post.” Mr Blake is the father of the war ace, Wing 
Commander M. V. Blake, D.F.C., D. of the Royal Air Force, England. 
Eric G Cousins was a n assistant at Brooklyn 1919: Karori 1921: South Wellington 1923 
11th July 1926: Notification has been received that the Education Department has approved 
the appointment of Mr Eric Cousins, M.A., as mathematical and science master at the 
Technical College. Mr Cousins’s career is briefly as follow: Educated at Auckland Grammar 
School and at Auckland and Victoria University Colleges, where he took botany, chemistry, 
mathematics, education, and English as degree subjects. He is at present on the staff at Clyde 
Quay school and instructor in botany in the evening school of the Technical College. 
Annie P Tait was only an assistant for the Wellington Education Board in 1923 
Grace G Maloney was a reliever in 1923 her first position for the Wellington Education Board  
Rita R Foley was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1923 
James T V Steele was a pupil teacher at South Wellington in 1923 
Thomas Chipper was a probationer at South Wellington in 1923 
Arnold R Key was a probationer at South Wellington in 1923 



NB: I have not tried to research the last 6 entries :My records end in 1923 
 
27th January 1923  SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. The Drawing of the Art Union for  
Doll's House, which should have taken place to-day, will now be drawn on Saturday, 10th 
February 
22nd February 1923 Wellington Education Board: M Chartres South Wellington resignation 
accepted, 
28th February 1923 SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. ANNUAL PICNIC, RONA BAY, 
THURSDAY, 1st MARCH. TRAMS leave Newtown Terminus 9 a.m., Duchess leaves Clyde 
Quay Wharf 9.50 a.m. Adults provided with hot water and milk. W. I. J. BLYTH, | Chairman 
of Committee. [Rona Bay is the name  for Eastbourne around the wharf] 
29th March 1923 SCHOOL RESULTS. The following school children's certificates have been 
issued by the Wellington Swimming Centre:—  [100 yards= 91.44 meters] 
SOUTH WELLINGTON SCHOOL. 1800 yds.—A. Roberts, S. Miller; 1200 yds: H. 
Middlebrook, C. Denhard ; 1000 yds: R. Waterhouse; 700 yds: A. Timmings; 675 yds: N. Cook 
; 600 yds: D. Thorn, H. Clifford;. 550 yds: G. Durstan; 500 yds: G. Jepsen, W. Hodge, A. 
Culley; 450 yds: J. Oberg; 400 yds: K. Hill; 220 yds: F. Stevenson; 200 yds: E. Stewart, A. 
Tucker, N. Smithson; 150 yds: .M. Clark; 100 yds: G. Power, O. Johnson, T. Kerwin, F. 
Simmonds, K. Scott, G. Brown, S. Pomeroy, P. Craddock, L. Cook, I. Fraser, E. Johnson, I. 
Carnley, P. Philpott; 75yds: D. Bolt, E. ' Barrett, E., Craddock; 50 yds, G. Paget, J. Phillips, I. 
Mears, M. Birks, M. Clark, E. Grey, J. Lindsay, K. Mitchinson, P. Wilde, R. Hutchins, E. 
Costello, J. Pargetter, Q. Oldfield, D. Bladin, P. Brown, C. Middlebrook, H. Bolt, W. Haigh, 
C. Graff, G. Roberts, T. Patterson, F. Robertson, N Bailey, F : Robinson.  
30th April 1923. WELLINGTON SOUTH. Only six nominations have been received : Messrs 
L. Birks, S. C. Middlebrook, T. A. Mollison, H. S. Jupp, G. A. Pic ton, and S. Munn —for the 
nine vacancies on the Wellington South School Committee. In the annual report, the committee 
state that the open-air school has been converted into a comfortable classroom, the hot-water 
system has been overhauled and made effective, the whole of the western playground has been 
metalled-and rolled, the infants’ playground enlarged, bubbling-head fountains installed in 
many of the taps, and a number of hand-painted pictures obtained for the infant department. 
Hot cocoa was distributed during the winter and an ample supply of sports material had been 
purchased. By means of a school concert, money was obtained to erect appliances for the main 
school and install sand chutes and sand-pit for' the infants. The attendance last quarter was 94.5 
per cent., and the health of the children had been exceptionally good. The committee place on 
record their indebtedness to the ladies’ committee who helped to raise funds, to the headmaster 
and staff, and to the board's officers for their promptitude and, attention.  
28th August 1923 TENDERS are invited for Moving and Re-erecting Tennis Barrier at South 
Wellington School. For specifications and details, apply Mr. T. A. Mollison', Bookseller, 249 
Riddiford.st. Tenders, close 3rd September. 
11th September 1923 School Committee Association:  It was decided to protest against only 
two sewing machines being allocated" for use in the South Wellington School, where between 
twenty-four and thirty children were put through their sewing course.  
17th November 1923 The monthly meeting of the South Wellington School Committee was 
held in the schoolroom, Mr. T. Mollison presiding. The question of pooling all school material 



by the Wellington primary schools was brought before the committee and favourably received. 
It was stated that the concert held in the schoolroom on 12th October proved very successful, 
an excellent programme of school talent providing a most enjoyable evening. The report from 
the headmaster stated the attendance of scholars during the month of October was 98 per cent., 
and the health of the children very satisfactory. 
17th December 1923 SOUTH WELLINGTON 
Proficiency.—Boys : Abbott, Wilfred; Allan, Herbert; Barnett, Ford; Barr, Duncan; .Bolt, 
Harry; Bowe, Donald ; Bryant, Leslie; Cohen, Albert; Connell, Alex.; Corliss, John; Eggers, 
Frederick; Fisher, Edwin; Fraser, Reginald; Haigh, Walter; Hester; Horace; Hepburn, William; 
Hill, Kenneth; Lochore, Oswald; Middlebrook, Cyril; Morgan, C. Trevor; Packer, Oswald; 
Picton, Ronald; Scott, Kenneth; Thorn.. Donald; Tucker, Aubrey.  
Girls: Austin, Agnes; Barke, Jessie; Barn, Jean; Birks, Margaret; Bolt, Doris; Callan, Myra; 
Callan, Rita; Cammock, Joan; Carnley, Iris; Clark. Miriam; Cook, Nancy; McDonald. Dorothy; 
Fraser, Isabel; Yellowless, Doris; Philpott, Phyllis; Howard, Gwendola; Jones, Marjorie; Johns, 
Edna; Johnson, Elsie; Lea, Lucy Mears, Ivy; Morrison, Jean; Morrison, Agnes; Norris, 
Kathline; Porter, Lauretta; Page, Dorothy; Paget, Gladys; Phillips, Leah; Phillips, Jean ; 
Phillips, Dulcie; Rochester, Maud; Robinson, Thelma; Skinner, Audrey; Southwood, Mabel; 
Smithson, Mary; Wadley, Gwen; Wright, Nancy.  
Endorsed Competency. — Brown, George; Connell, William;, Norris, Francis; Jenkins, Amy; 
Simmonds, Douglas; Jenkins, Trixie. 
Competency.—Blanchfield, John; Bognuda, Antonio; Brown, Albert; Graff, Clement; Harris, 
Nellie; Jephson. Arthur; Muir, Donald; Turner, Raymond; Russell, Harry. Nellie 
19th December 1917 The following names were omitted from the South Wellington list, 
published on Monday: Proficiency.—Edwin Davis, Noel Burman, Thelma Skinner. ; Endorsed 
Competency.—Colin Woodward. 
Dux gold medal).—Girls, Margaret Birks; boys, Cyril Middlebrooke Good attendance 
certificates numbered 135 
 


