
Masterton School (Schools) 

1900	
1900 518 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £345 $59,982 
1900 518 Masterton Burns Andrew N Assistant Master £220 $38,249 
1900 518 Masterton Thwaites John E  Assistant Master £150 $26,079 
1900 518 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $17,386 
1900 518 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £90 $15,647 
1900 518 Masterton Wolff Rosabell  Assistant Female £90 $15,647 
1900 518 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £80 $13,909 
1900 518 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,432 
1900 518 Masterton Arnold Nellie  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,302 
1900 518 Masterton Smith Margaret Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,302 
1900 518 Masterton Reihal Charles  Male Pupil Teacher £25 $4,347 
1900 518 Masterton Hogg Nellie  Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,477 

1900 92 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura L  

Head Female £125 $21,733 

1900 92 
Masterton 
Infants Easthope Catherine 

Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,259 

1900 92 
Masterton 
Infants Wallis Eliza  Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,259 

 
4th January 1900 Wellington Education Board scholarships awarded to class B students. Class 
B being for children attending schools beyond Wellington city boundaries with an average 
attendance exceeding 200 22 children sat Class B examination. Theeee  subjects were 
arithmetic, English, science, history and geography and the writing and neatness in 
arrangement of papers were taken into account The maximum no of marks was 700 
H O’Leary Masterton 544, H Ayson Masterton 534, Louise Smith Masterton 474, G Castle 
Petone 467, W Bennett Cn 450, H Jackson Masterton 449, R Griffiths Petone, 393, Olive 
Iorns Masterton 365, and then one from Petone and 1 from Pahiatua 
Three scholarships of the annual value of £35 are awarded and they all fall to Masterton  
13th January Masterton Trust Lands Trustees From Mr W. H. Jackson, Head-Mas-ter of the 
Masterton School, informing the  Trust that three Board scholarships had been obtained by 
pupils attending the Masterton School, and the Levin scholarship had also been obtained by 
Joseph Snell. The following scholarship grants for one year only, were made:—H. O'Leary 
and Louise Smith, £2O; Hugh Ayson, £10; Joseph Snell, £25. 
18th January 1900 he Masterton Public School, besides scooping the pool in the Education 
Board Scholarships, has also scored a Queen's Scholarship, the successful candidate being 
Humphrey O'Leary. The possible marks were 2000 and O'Leary was fifth with 1339. The 
scholarship winners receive  £10 for five years. The same boy has thus won two scholarships 
but whether he can retain both is an undecided point. Last year a Petone boy won both, but as 
yet he has only received the Education Board scholarship, and it is still to be decided whether 



he will receive the other also, Master Humphrey O'Leary is to be congratulated upon winning 
what is practically the best scholarship in New Zealand and Mr A, N. Burns ,B, A., who 
conducts the scholarship class at the Masterton school, must also be included in the 
congratulations, 
25th January 1900 In consequence ,of the illness of Miss Keeling, the Masterton. Infants’ 
State School is temporarily in charge of Miss Walton. 
9th February 1900 Just as we go to press the sum of £2O has been handed to the Town Clerk 
towards the Patriotic Fund, by Mr W. H. Jackson, from the children of the Masterton Public 
School. 
16th February 1900. The  Masterton School Committee met last evening. Present: Messrs E. 
McEwen  (in the chair), W. Perry, A. E. Copping, J, L. Murray, H. O'Leary, G-. Dixon, W. 
Perry, and F. Marshall.  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £18 9s 9d.  
A large number of nominations for seats on the Education Board were received , and it was 
decided to vote for A W Hogg, John Young and J. T. M. Hornsby.  
The Head Teacher reported 588 scholars on the roll, with an average attendance of 445, being 
a percentage of 76. The attendance since the holidays has been unusually low, and  large 
number of children have been attending irregularly during the last three weeks. Referring to 
the recent scholarship examinations, Mr Jackson says:—l have pleasure in reporting that the 
three Board scholarships were all secured by pupils of our own school. In addition  to this a 
Victoria College scholarship was won by one of our boys, and a Levin scholarship by a 
Masterton  boy—Joseph Snell. In all three cases the Town Lands Trustees awarded on my 
application, liberal supplementary scholarships.; The aggregate value of the scholarships won 
this year is no less than £420 without the grants from the Town Lands Trust.  
Miss Walton reported an average attendance of seventy-eight scholars for the month, with 
one hundred and twelve on the roll of the Victoria-street Infant School. Whooping cough has 
been prevalent and has affected the attendance, but most of the children have now returned to 
school. Miss Keeling is  still absent on sick leave, Miss Walton baying charge of the school 
in her absence 
 Mr W. H. Jackson stated that the School was likely to lose two teachers directly, Miss 
Johnston and Mr Bennett, the latter being about to take up a position as a private tutor. He 
would urge the Committee to endeavour to get as strong a male teacher as possible. The 
Chairman said he would bring the matter under notice of members of the Board. Mr Marshall 
moved that a record be placed on the minutes showing the Committee's appreciation of the 
school's success in the  late scholarship examinations and that a letter of congratulation be 
sent to the Head Master. 
Mr Murray seconded, and the  motion was carried.  
The Secretary was authorised to obtain the winter's supply of firewood,  
Mr McEwen was authorised to have a leak in the main roof repaired.  
Accounts as presented were passed for payment  
It was resolved to take firm measures under the compulsory clauses of the Education Act, to 
compel a better attendance of certain children.  
Messrs G. Dixon and Edwin Feist were appointed visiting members and the  meeting closed. 



20th February  1900 A male Pupil Teacher is wanted for Masterton School 
24th February 1900 Extracts from a long article on the Relief of Ladysmith in South Africa 
Masterton has of late distinguished itself in more than one direction; it has seen some great 
days in the past; but never in its whole history has it seen  such a day and such doings as 
yesterday and what occurred thereon.  
Hardly had the town got its coat off and a fair grip of the day's toil, when a Wairarapa Daily 
Times extra flashed a brief but gladdening message round, and the long-hoped for words: " 
Ladysmith relieved," were soon on every tongue,  
But mere individual expression of sentiment was not enough at such a moment and waiting 
for no further confirmation the townsmen threw down their tools and joined together in a big 
rejoicing It was a splendid sight at the Post Office corner to see the fine assemblage wildly 
cheering and singing, as our Member (Mr A. W. Hogg) and others made patriotic speeches… 
 
Then came car-loads of school children ; Fire Brigades; Friendly Societies; the Masterton 
Band and vehicles filled with prominent business men and visitors to Masterton……… 
feature of the procession was the advertisement of the Red Bird bicycles, and quite a large 
following of  landaus, cabs, and other vehicles, filled' with leading citizens and working men. 
The day was observed as a holiday, the school children at the request of Messrs Murray and 
McEwen, on behalf  of the committee, participating, 
27th February 1900 A meeting of the Masterton Technical School Committee was held last 
evening. Present—Messrs C. E. Daniell E, McEwen, J. P. Elliot, H K. Jackson, S. Johnston, 
and W. H. Jackson. Resolved that Mr J. E. Roe receive £5 in fall settlement of his claim for 
services. The Secretary to make a claim on the Education Board for capitation for woodwork 
and shorthand classes last year. The classes arranged for were shorthand, book-keeping, 
general knowledge, drawing, light and shade, mechanical and building instruction, 
agricultural chemistry, and wood-working. Mr McEwen gave the use of his large shed free 
for the wood-working classes, and he with Mr W. H. Jackson and Mr C, E. Daniell were 
appointed a committee to make all necessary arrangements re teachers, etc. Messrs McEwen, 
K. K. Jackson and J. P. Elliot were appointed a committee to make enquiries and gather 
information in connection with the wood-working classes, with n view to ascertain what 
number of pupils is likely to attend the classes, for the formation of which a desire had been 
expressed by several ladies and young persons of both sexes. The Committee decided that the 
last Thursday in each month be the night of meeting , The school will re-open on Monday 
next, in the Drill hall. Visiting members appointed 'were Messrs C. E,' Daniell and J. P. 
Elliot. Classes are to be held on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. On Mondays, 
general- knowledge and' drawing; Tuesdays, bookkeeping and mechanical drawing; 
Wednesdays, shorthand and agricultural chemistry Fridays, general knowledge and shade 
drawing The meeting then adjourned. 
23rd March 1900 The Masterton School Committee met last evening. Present—Messrs E. 
McEwen (in the chair), J. Carpenter, G. Dixon, H. O'Leary, F. Marshall and A. E. Copping. 
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed,  
The Treasurer reported a debit balance at date of £2 ls 3d.  
A letter was read from the  Secretary of the Education Board, with regard to the staff, stating 
that it was in excess of the regulations, 



Mr W. H. Jackson said, some time ago, on the recommendation of the Inspector, the 
Masterton School had been placed on the same fooling as other large schools, and an extra 
teacher appointed. If this teacher wore to be removed, the staff would be greatly weakened, 
and the school would suffer accordingly.  
In reply to the Chairman, Mr Jackson said he did not know that the Committee  could do 
anything in the matter at present, until after the Board met again and decided the question. 
The chairman said it appeared the Committee had nothing whatever to do with the 
appointment of pupil-teachers. The matter was not further discussed.  
The Head Master (Mr W. H, Jackson, reported an average attendance for the month of 481 
with 574 scholars on the roll. The attendance has improved during the month, and, in all but a 
very few cases, the action of the Committee, in resolving to summon negligent parents, has 
had a good effect. There are still, however, a large number of parents who keep their   
children from school, two or three times a week, without any good reason for doing so, On 
the 28th ultimo Mr Bennett ceased to be a member of the school staff, and Miss McFarlane 
was transferred from Gladstone on March 3rd to fill the vacancy. Miss Johnston resigned on 
the 22nd March. 
Miss Keeling reported having resumed duly on March 12th, and Miss Walton (relieving 
teacher) was recalled on that date. The attendance continues very good, the average being 
ninety-one, with one hundred and four on the roll.  
It was resolved to ask the Education Board why the usual custom of notifying the Committee 
of proposed appointments to the pupil-teachers'  staff has been departed from in connection 
with recent appointments. The absentee list was read and dealt with.  
The Chairman said he was glad to see such a marked improvement. Messrs Marshall and 
Murray were appointed visiting members, and the meeting closed, 
24th March 1900 Mr W. J, Morgan delivered a lecture to the 6th and 7th Standard pupils 
attending the Masterton Public School yesterday afternoon, on his system of timber 
measurement and the timbers of commerce. He illustrated his lecture by means of diagrams, 
also referring to measurement tables prepared by himself. The headmaster, Mr W. H. 
Jackson, expressed himself highly satisfied with the simplicity and efficiency of the system.  
26th March 1900 The Masterton School Committee has decided to prosecute several parents 
for neglecting to send their children to school. One case is an extremely bad one. The child is 
twelve years of age and has not yet passed the first standard. 
26th March 1900 The Masterton School Committee brought a case under the compulsory 
attendances clauses of the Education Act before Mr. Northcroft, S.M., today as a test, a 
previous Magistrate having practically declined to convict under this Act. Mr. Northcroft 
imposed a fine of 2s with 7s  costs. Other prosecutions will now follow. 
26th March 1900 AN EDUCATIONAL GRIEVANCE. Of late several teachers have left the 
staff of the Masterton School. In one instance a. pupil teacher has been appointed to a 
vacancy, he being a lad, I understand, not yet out of his teens, and scarcely competent to take 
of a large class. Hitherto it has been the custom of the ‘Wellington Education Board to 
consult the local school committee when making such appointments; This was not done in the 
present case, and the committee has decided to ask the Board why 
28th March 1900 His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by Lady Ranfurly and Captain 
Alexander, A.D.C., reached Masterton last evening by the ordinary train from Wellington and 



was driven to Mr M. C. O'Connell's Club Hotel, where the party stayed, leaving at mid-day 
for Hawera, and after a short stay there they go on to Auckland to fill Northern 
engagements,………… His Excellency warmly thanked the Mother Superior and Rev. Dean, 
and, with Captain Alexander, was driven to 
THE MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL, Here the Head Teacher (Mr W, H. Jackson) met 
His Excellency and escorted him over the school, Messrs A. E. Copping and F, Marshall, of 
the Masterton School Committee, also being present, 
Although pressed for time Lord Ranfurly went through every class-room, spoke to several of 
the scholars and teachers, and visited the new recreation ground, remarking that he took the 
very deepest interest in Young New Zealand and the educational institutions of the Colony of 
which he is the Queen's representative. 
A dismissal, to music played by Master Sutton, was watched with interest, and then teachers 
and scholars assembling in the school grounds in artistic arrangement, His Excellency, at Mr 
Jackson's request, found time to say a few words to the boys and girls. He congratulated them 
on their splendid school buildings, and on their excellent behaviour and appearance. In a brief 
reference to the new |recreation ground, Lord-Ranfurly remarked on the stirring deeds now 
being done at the front and said the play-ground, with its athletic games, was the school for 
our young soldiers and sailors, whose prowess afterwards made our Empire what it is. 
(Cheers), Three cheers for Lord Ranfurly and three for Lady Ranfurly, followed, and after 
singing a verse of" God Save the Queen," Mr Jackson said that in honor of the visit of the 
Governor of the Colony, at His Excellency's request, a half holiday would be given.  
Mr W, Keeble, with a pair of fleet horses, drove Lord Ranfurly and Captain Alexander back 
to Mr O'Connor's, and Lady Ranfurly joining them, the northern mail train was just caught. 
His Excellency's visit to Masterton was very much appreciated, and if he previously 
possessed the highest regard of those of the older section of the community who have met 
him on other occasions, he may rest assured that he fills a warm place in the hearts of a host 
of Masterton's boys and girls and is as popular a Governor as ever ruled New Zealand! 
29th March 1900 Wellington Education Board With regard to an application 
from Masterton for the appointment of a pupil teacher, it was decided that the present power 
of the teaching staff there was sufficient. 
29th March 1900 At the end of Robert Lee Chief inspector of the Wellington Education Board 
report was this section. Mr Robert Lee has a good word to say for Masterton, and he praises 
the   School Committee for the fine playground it obtained for the children, In the list of 
schools throughout the educational district, Masterton stands eighth in point of numbers; but 
in the excellence and goodness of work done, it sounds to us to be about second, and is only 
surpassed by the Clyde-quay School, which is taught by Mr Grundy; and is not Mr Grundy a 
Masterton man ? Masterton has no reason to be dissatisfied with Mr Robert Leo's report.  
14th April 1900  The monthly Meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held on 
Thursday Evening. Present.—Messrs E Feist, (in the chair), H. O'Leary J. Carpenter F. 
Marshall, and J. Dixon. ; 
Mr A, Dorset, Secretary of the Wellington Education Board wrote stating that after fully 
considering the circumstances borne out by recent correspondence, the Board does not 
propose to make any changes in the present teaching stud of the Masterton  School 



The Chairman stated that it had been suggested that Miss Woolf, head teacher of the 
infant school, should be removed in consequence  of the attendance not keeping up to the 
average, The correspondence which ensued over the matter had resulted as denoted by the 
letter. Mr Feist said, that after the good work that had been done by Miss Woolf, it would 
have been almost a calamity to have lost her. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £10 12s 
The Headmaster reported that there were 572 names on the roll, with an average attendance 
of 487. During the .first three weeks of the month the attendance was much improved, This 
week, however, it had been  extremely low. Accompanying this report in a list of absentees. 
With the exception of the first case, a cautionary notice is all that is required. The first case is, 
however, a very bad one. It is one of the two cases in which the Committee recently took 
action. The parent was convicted and fined by the S.M., but the child, is still away 
from school. I regret also to report the girl, in the other case, is also still absent. This girl, who 
is now over thirteen, is one of the biggest girls in the School, and on account of her 
shockingly-irregular attendance has not passed the Standard I. She has been at 
this school about a year and has lost eighty per cent of attendance during that time. On the 
28th ult. the school children received a visit from His Excellency the Governor. He expressed 
himself greatly pleased with our fine school and its surroundings, as also with the excellent 
appearance of the children. In honor of the visit, and at His Excellency's request, I gave a 
half-holiday. The School library needs strengthening by the addition of new books. I shall, 
therefore, be glad if the Committee will vote for the purpose a sum out of the Trust grant. . 
Miss Keeling reported that there were 104 names on the roll of the Infant School, the average 
for the month being 92; eight children were transferred to the Main School at the beginning 
of the month. Gravel was needed round the boys' play-shed, and the front footpath required 
weeding. It was decided that a few loads of gravel should be obtained for the Infant School. 
Messrs Feist, Copping and the Secretary were instructed to draw up the annual report, and it 
was decided to meet at 7.30 on the evening of the annual meeting to adopt the report.  
In connection with the "Black List" it was decided that the Secretary should write to the 
parent who had been fined for failing to send her child to school, informing her that if the 
child did not attend regularly during the coming month, court proceedings would again be 
instituted without further notice. 
Messrs McEwen and O’Leary  were appointed visiting members. 
23rd April 1900  At the Masterton School Committee election tonight the retiring Committee -
with the exception of Mr Walter Perry—offer themselves for re-election and several other 
candidates have been nominated. Householders and parents should make a point of attending 
the meeting.  
The report to be presented to the annual meeting reads as follows :- 
"The Masterton School Committee  in presenting their annual report, do so with continued 
gratification at the results of the past year's work. The efficiency of the school has been fully 
maintained, notwithstanding certain alterations to staff and unavoidable changes caused by 
the removal of teachers to other schools, and the warm thanks of the Committee and parents 
are due to Mr W. H. Jackson and every member of the staff, the whole having worked 
harmoniously and in the best interests of the School. "Your Committee desire to specially 
mark their satisfaction at the exceedingly successful results of the last scholarship 



examinations, at which Masterton candidates practically swept the board, and feel that while 
the School generally is to be congratulated on the honor and distinction gained, that this high 
position is largely due to the indefatigable efforts and excellent teaching methods of Mr A. N. 
Burns, B.A. who has had the actual preparation of the candidates, and the Committee 
consider Mr W, H. Jackson (Head Teacher) fortunate in having such a very able first assistant 
master associated with him. 
" It is gratifying to note the splendid efforts made, under  Mr Jackson's personal direction, to 
bring the recently acquired School Recreation Ground into its present condition, and the 
formal opening on Thursday, 23rd November, passed off most pleasantly, Mr A. W. Hogg, 
M.H.R., and the Chairman of Committee (Mr E. Feist) performing the ceremony. Since then 
His Excellency the Governor of the Colony, Lord Ranfurly, on the occasion of his recent 
visit, has been good enough to express himself as highly pleased with the grounds-and, in 
fact, with the School as a whole and its working and management. " The infant department of 
the main School, under Miss Wolff's very capable direction, has markedly improved, and 
could not possibly be in better hands, and it is sincerely hoped that the Board will not 
consider it necessary to make any change in this direction, the value of the influence of such a 
teacher on young and tender pupils being inestimable,  
"The Victoria-street Infant School quite maintains its high standard, Miss Keeling remaining 
in charge, and the Committee, in congratulating her personally on her good year's work 
unanimously express their pleasure at her complete recovery from a recent serious illness, 
and trust her health may permit her for many years to come to retain her present position if 
she so desires, " The Trust Lands Trustees have made the Committee the usual grant in aid of 
the School fund, which has been economically expended. " The number of meetings held 
during the year was twelve, and the following  are the attendances of members; -F. Marshall, 
11 ;E. McEwen, 10; J. Carpenter, 10; G. Dixon, 9; W. Perry, 8; J L. Murray, 8; A. E. 
Copping, 7 ; E. Feist, 7." 
24th April 1900 The annual meeting for the election of the Masterton School Committee was 
held in the Drill Hall last evening, a fair attendance being present, and Mr Edwin Feist 
occupying the chair. The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report,' alluded to the 
fortunate position of the Masterton School in having such valuable  assistance from the Trust 
Lands Trust, and to the splendid recreation ground. He also referred to the 
Technical School and its good work. They were aiming to get a Technical School building, 
and hoped to have it before long; the present accommodation was totally inadequate, He had 
to thank members of the retiring Committee for their attendance at meetings and for the time 
given by them to school duties, Mr Creelman seconded the adoption of the report, which was 
unanimously carried without discussion, 
At this stage the  fire-bells rang out a loud alarm and the meeting adjourned for half an-hour. 
so that those present might ascertain the cause. _ '  
On resuming the election was proceeded with resulting as follows :-J. Carpenter, 32;' A. E. 
Copping, 30; J, L Murray, 30; H. O'Leary, 29 F. J. Marshall, 28; E. McEwen, 28; E. Feist, 25; 
G. Dixon, 31; J. C. Ewington, 17-;'- F. G, Magnusson, 16 J. W. Tattersall, 14; H. C. Fowles, 
5. The first nine were declared elected ,  
Mr Feist returning thanks to householders for their Attendance.  
Messrs W,H Jackson and. Perry acted-as scrutineers. 



A meeting of the newly-elected Committee was subsequently held, at which Mr Feist was re-
elected Chairman, and ,Mr W, Nicie, Secretary. 
26th April 1900  At the Masterton School yesterday afternoon the annual meeting of 
the School Football Club was held. There was a good attendance of boys and the head-master 
(Mr W. H. Jackson) presided. The report of last year's doings shows that the club was not 
defeated in its matches against other schools and that its members formed half of the 
Wairarapa Rep. team. The officers elected were : President : Mr Jackson ; Vice Presidents: 
Messrs Burns, Thwaites and Bunting; Secretary: Mr Burns; Treasurer, Mr Thwaites; Captain: 
Fred Leeks; Vice Captain : Diehard Jones; Committee :Tomlinson Percy Holmes, Allan 
Dixon, Alex. Green and P. Temple. As there are two football grounds in the recreation 
ground the  younger hoys will form a junior team. 
3rd May 1900 Wellington Education Board in regard to a letter from the Masterton 
committee, the Chairman said it was contrary to the regulations for the Board to consult 
committees to the appointment of pupil teachers 
9th May 1900 The teachers and scholars of the Masterton Public School have subscribed no 
less than £11 9s towards the Indian famine Fund. Mr W. H. Jackson forwarded the amount to 
the Town Clerk this morning 
12th May 1900 A part of the Masterton Trust Lands trust meeting report included 
Mr W. H. Jackson seconded the report, congratulating the Trustees on their excellent 
financial position. He, however, noticed with some regret that the school grants had not yet 
been paid in full —he thought under the circumstances the Trust might have incurred a small 
debit. He also gathered from a comparison of the balance-sheet with last year's balance-sheet 
that the insurance on the Town Hall had been reduced.'  
The Secretary said this was not so; a certain sum from the preceding year, to rates and 
insurance, had been included in the last year's balance-sheet. The rates for the present year 
were not yet paid as they had not been struck.  
In reply to a further question, the Secretary explained that rates on the hall totalled about £12, 
and insurance £l5. The rates were included in the No. 1 account.  
Mr Jackson said it appeared £76 in grants was unpaid.  
The Chairman said the balance-sheet showed transactions to 31st March; the amounts shown 
on the balance were paid before that date. The Trust had decided to pay the grants in three 
instalments, and the third was paid the first week in April. Mr Jackson was probably aware 
that the amount had been paid in full.  
Mr Jackson said he went by the balance-sheet. The grants were usually paid by March 31st. 
The Chairman said there not falsify the balance-sheet lo show Either a credit or a debit.  
Mr Jackson said he had another matter to bring up. While noticing with pleasure that the 
scholarship fund expenses were less than last year, he thought a higher rental than £10 might 
be paid to the scholarship fund for the Town Hall site.  
The Chairman said he doubted whether  if the section were a vacant one, they could get a 
higher rental than £10 per annum. However, the Trustees did not wish to strain the point at 
all, and would consider the matter as to whether it would be fair to charge a higher rental on 
the unimproved value, 
Mr Jackson said he merely expressed his opinion. He then spoke at some length on the 
general position of the Town Hall as an investment. Referring to school grants Mr Jackson 



said he thought he was justified in referring rather fully to the question. With an increased 
income of some £6OO or £7OO the Trust had greater potentialities for educational purposes, 
and he wanted to see the money devoted to educational purposes. The grants last made to the 
Masterton School were at the rate of 2s 3d per head; Fernridge 4s 9d and St. Patrick's school 
6s 6d.  
The Chairman maintained that this was rather an unfair way of putting it. The grant was made 
on a capitation basis; it was as liberal as the Education Board's grant.  
Mr Jackson held it was not; the Masterton School capitation was £80; the other School grants 
would be about £2O, and £12, respectively. 
Mr Pownall pointed out that a capitation basis had been arranged by the Trustees, with a 
minimum of £25. 
 Mr Jackson said the Greytown Town Lands Trust was far more liberal, and gave a .quarter of 
its income. Masterton, with its splendid educational endowment, granted its main school a 
miserable 7 ½  per cent on its income.  
The Chairman said Mr Jackson was not putting tbc matter fairly, even from the standpoint he 
took; take Greytown with one school they gave about a fourth of their income; Masterton had 
three schools and the Technical School to assist and gave to these over a fifth of Trust its 
income.  
Mr Jackson said they ought to look at it differently; he only referred to the Main School.  
Mr Pownall said the Trustees thought differently. In fact they had thought Mr Jackson's 
school got an unfairly urge share. 
Mr Jackson: "Nonsense.  
Mr Pownall -. Mr Jackson may think so, but the Trustees hold a different opinion on the 
question. 
 Mr Feist, in speaking to the motion, said the report omitted to record one thing, and that was 
the very valuable services of their Secretary, Mr Hathaway  The omission occurred, he might 
say because  the Secretary had drawn up the  report. It was only fair to him to make public 
the fact that to his capable and untiring energy, was due to the present sound financial 
position. He thought the line of argument taken by a certain gentleman, to show that the Trust 
was so anxious to secure a credit, was in error……… 
15th May 1900 In other column Mr W. I. Crawford, announces the opening of the Masterton 
Grammar School. We understand Mr Crawford, has received many promises of support in the 
town mid district. An academy of the kind should be a boon to many who hitherto have had 
to send their sons out of district 
The Masterton School boys suffered a defeat on the football field at the hand of the Greytown 
boys. It was the first match of the season for both schools, and naturally not much form was 
shown by either. The Masterton boys played with a strong wind at their backs during the first 
spell, hut they did not make good use of it, for too often the ball was kicked behind their 
opponents' goal line. With no score against them, it was an easy matter for the Greytown 
boys with the wind in their favour during the second spell to score a couple of tries. 
Workman converted one of these and thus Greytown  won by eight points to nil. The  
Masterton boys must show more energy if  they wish to be at all successful this season. They 
have a good practice ground and their masters, especially Messrs Sims and Thwaites, takes 
keen interest in their play, but without energy on the part of the boys themselves, all is 



wasted. Certainly  the team this year is not a heavy one, but combination  and quickness can 
do a great deal more than weight, Wo hope to hear of their successes in later weeks 
18th May 1900 MONTHLY MEETING. The Masterton School Committee met last evening. 
Present—Messrs E. Feist (in the chair), G. Dixon, C. Ewington, H, O'Leary, J. Carpenter, E. 
McEwen, F, Marshall and A. E. Copping. The Secretary lo the Education Board, Mr A. 
Dorset, wrote stating that pupil teachers being apprentices under the Board, it was not 
necessary under the Act to consult School Committees before making appointment, but 
would always be glad to receive recommendations. The Chairman further explained the 
matter. Another letter from the Board's Secretary was received advising every sanitary 
precaution in view of the outbreak of bubonic plague in the sister colonies. The School 
reports were read, Mr W. H, Jackson reporting 590 scholars on the Main School roll, with an 
average attendance of 495. The hour for opening school was changed at the beginning of the 
month from 9 a.m. to 9.30 a.m., during the winter months, Mr Jackson also complained of 
damage done to one of the gates by a straying horse, the animal being in the habit of paying 
nocturnal visits to the school, and standing on its hind legs battering at the gate in an 
endeavour to get into the Recreation Ground, As the owner's name is known, it was resolved 
to call upon him to repair the damage done, and to keep his horse at home,  
Miss Keeling reported 107 names on the Victoria-street school roll, with an average 
attendance for the month of 90, Certain repairs to school, pump, etc., were needed.  
The visiting members (Messrs Carpenter and Copping) reported the need of effecting sundry 
repairs and alterations to the latrines at both schools and recommended as a sanitary 
precaution that the school shelter sheds be whitewashed or painted inside.  
It was resolved on Mr Murray's motion, seconded by Mr Marshall that Messrs Feist, 
McEwen, and J, L Murray be a Sanitary Committee, to deal with the matters reported on.  
On Mr Geo. Dixon's motion it was resolved to grant Mr W. H, Jackson the sum of £10 as 
asked for, to purchase library books and scientific apparatus.  
Mr O'Leary drew attention to the necessity for levelling a ridge in the Infant School 
playground.  
The absentee list was dealt with and the Secretary instructed to send out notices to certain 
parents, and in another case to take proceedings under the compulsory clauses of the Act, 
Messrs G. Dixon and J. C. Ewington were appointed visiting members and the meeting 
closed. 
19th May 1900 When enthusiasm was at white heat over the Patriotic Fund, the pupils of the 
Masterton Public School attained notoriety by their liberality. But one pupil, feeling she 
could not afford to contribute like other children, determined nevertheless, to do something to 
prove her patriotism. With her mother's consent she collected bottles, etc,, lying round the 
house. Having with her own hands catalogued them, she took them to buyers, and realised the 
respectable sum of twelve shillings and sixpence. A lady in the district hearing of this bona 
fide patriotism determined to reward it. The reward took the shape of a portrait of the young 
lady, specially punted to order by Mrs W. I. Crawford, and the picture, a fine work of art, the 
subject being dressed as " A Soldier of the Queen," may be seen at Alt William Dougall's 
premises, Queen-street, Masterton 
23rd May 1900 A number of Masterton boys of late have been amusing themselves at 
breaking windows, by firing shot from catapults, Yesterday a boy was caught red handed 



breaking windows on the upper floor of Mr J. L. Murray's premises in Queen-street, and 
captured by the police, who have their eye on several other young gentlemen in the town. 
31st May 1900 There is a probability of a good effort being made to establish a high School in 
conjunction with the Technical School in Masterton. There is, writes a correspondent, an 
admirable site for such an institution at one corner of the square in which the new post office 
is situated, and although the land is valuable, as it is Town Lands Trust property, there should 
be no great difficulty in securing it for such a desirable purpose. The Technical School is at 
present carried on under great difficulties, owing to the want- of a suitable building. 
Combined with a high school it will doubtless lead to the erection of a permanent-' edifice 
worthy of a progressive school in community 
1st June 1900 A football match between the boys of the Masterton School and the Church 
Lads' Brigade was played on the School Recreation Ground yesterday afternoon. Neither 
team had its full strength. The school boys put their opponents on the defensive at once and 
kept them so for nearly the whole of the first spell, This was principally owing to the hard 
work of the forwards and the touch-line kicking of the backs. The school scored two tries and 
succeeded in preventing their opponents from gaining any points. The next school match will 
be Masterton y. Carterton, at Carterton, on Saturday, when the former will be represented liy: 
-Leeks (captain), Williams, H Green, Rawson, Temple  (2), Pragnell, Dixon, P. Holmes, 
McEwen, Daniell, Butler, Rutherford, Hooper; emergencies : Cooke and Curium. 
4th June 1900 The Masterton School team journeyed to Carterton on Saturday to try 
conclusions with the school team at that township. The game was very stubbornly rough and 
resulted in a win for Carterton team by six points to nil. A prominent feature of Saturday's 
game was the rough mid unfriendly manner in which it was played, Unless steps are taken to 
conduct these matches on more friendly principles, sumo serious results must eventually 
occur 
15th June 1900 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
MONTHLY MEETINU, The Masterton School Committee met last evening. Present—
Messrs E. Feist (chairman), G. Dixon, J. Carpenter, J, C, Ewington, H. O'Leary, J, L, Murray, 
E. McEwen, E. Marshall and A. E. Copping. The minutes of last meeting were read and 
confirmed. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £11 7s 8d. It was resolved that 
applications for the usual grant from the Town Lands Trust be made. A telegram from the 
Acting-Premier with regard to a final demonstration and public holiday when peace is 
declared was received, and the Chairman and Messrs Copping, Marshall and the Head-Master 
were appointed to act with the Committee set up by the Borough Council to carry out some 
demonstration. 
The Head Master (Mr W. H, Jackson) reported 582 children on the roll with an average 
attendance for the month 476, being a percentage of 82. Very wet weather caused the 
attendance to be bad at the beginning of the month. At the request of the Acting-Premier two 
holidays had been granted on Mafeking day and the abandonment of Pretoria, The 
desirability of planting deciduous ornamental trees was pointed out, along the back fence of 
the school playground. If this were done it would be a great improvement to the surroundings 
of the school. Miss Keeling reported that during the month necessary improvements to the 
playgrounds and outbuildings bye been effected, The attendance has been good and with one 
hundred and nine scholars on the roll, the average attendance has been eighty-seven, With 



regard to the question of tree planting, the Chairman and Messrs Murray and Ewington were 
appointed to deal with the matter, to ascertain if it is possible to do the work, with power to 
act. 
Mr Geo. Dixon, as visiting Member, reported on various matters. Accounts as submitted were 
passed for payment. Messrs Feist and Marshall were appointed Visiting Members and the 
meeting adjourned.  
18th June 1900 Mr C. E. Daniell of Masterton, accompanied by Miss Daniell, reached 
Wellington in the Monowai on Saturday after a five weeks' trip to Melbourne, and came on to 
Masterton in the  evening. Both Mr Daniell and his daughter arc much benefitted in health by 
the change 
21st June 1900 A. teacher at the Masterton Public School was yesterday giving the class under 
his care a lesson in analysis Amongst other sentences he discoursed on for the children's 
benefit was the following: "Sugar is sweeter than honey." Later he asked if anyone of them 
could name anything as sweet as either sugar or honey? There was silence for a moment and 
then one intelligent but sentimental child murmured shyly "Love," 'The teacher was only 
thinking of saccharine! 
28th June 1900 Wellington Education Board The Truant Officer reported that owing to the 
apathy of many parents the attendance at the Masterton School was not what it ought to be, 
and he had found it necessary to serve notices on many of the parents. As a general rule he 
found that teachers throughout the Board's district were doing all they could to persuade 
parents to send their children to school, but owing to bad roads, long distances, and sickness, 
they had not been successful in many cases. 
7th July 1900 Masterton Trust Lands Trust Part of a long article on the balance-sheet of St. 
Patrick's School was read and the balance-sheet of the Masterton Public Schools also. A 
request was made by Mr W. Nicie (Secretary to the Masterton School Committee that grants 
be made this year on the Main School attendance and Infant School attendance separately. 
The Chairman said the application for dividing the grant meant an addition to the grant of £21 
It was a question for the Trust, seeing that the Education Board treated the two schools as 
one, whether or not the Trust should do so, 
Mr Feist said the money was very necessary and would be economically spent. There was 
special need of assistance to the Main School library this year, the books being in a 
dilapidated condition. He did not think the Board's action ought to influence the Trust in 
anyway: in fact, he believed that the proposal to make separate grants to the two schools 
emanated from the Trustees themselves. 
Mr Renall thought the schools needed the money but would like further particulars of 
expenditure. Mr Feist explained the items of the balance-sheet. 
Mr Michell supported giving a separate grant for the Infant School and seeing it was spent on 
the Infant School. It was stated that the Infant School did not get its fair share. Mr Feist, as 
Chairman of the School Committee, took exception to Mr Michell's remarks. The Committee 
controlling both schools did their best for both, and spent every penny as judiciously as 
possible, For the benefit of Mr Renall the Secretary  read the Trust's resolution permanently 
fixing the school grants on a capitation basis. 
Mr Renall said he would like to see educational requirements satisfied before anything else 
was considered. 



The Chairman said Mr Renall was a little wide of the mark: the point at issue was, should the 
schools be treated as one institution, or as two. Mr Daniell said the School Committee did 
good work, and they ought not to cavil at it. fie thought, however, it would be a mistake to 
split the schools —in a manner of speaking—and pit the big school against the little school. 
He would therefore propose that the grants be as usual. He would further say that he would be 
open to consider any special object the Committee might have in view. They had battled a 
long time to get the grants arranged on a good basis, and it would be a pity to upset it. They 
had moral obligations to attend to, and one of them was to strain every effort to pay off the 
Town Hall loan. 
Mr Hessey seconded the motion.  
Mr Michell  moved as an amendment, that the Infant School be given a separate grant. He 
would like to see separate School Committee. He would add to his motion that separate 
accounts of the Infant School be kept by the Committee. 
Mr Renall seconded and Mr Feist supported the amendment. 
The amendment was lost on the Chairman's casting vote. 
Mr Daniell said that it was understood that the Trust would be prepared to deal with any 
special object. Mr Daniell's motion that the grants be made on the old basis was carried with 
the addition that the School Committee's attention be called to the fact of the alleged unfair 
treatment of the Infant School was then carried.  
Mr Feist asked that note be made of his objection to the statement made regarding any 
unfairness.  
The Chairman pointed out that the School Committee would have an opportunity of 
explaining, The usual grants to the Fernridge School were made on the Chairman's motion. 
13th July 1900 The Masterton School Committee met last evening, there being present Messrs 
E Feist (chairman), E. McEwen , J Carpenter, F. Marshall and A. E. Copping. Accounts as 
submitted were passed for payment as soon as funds permit. The Chairman said arrangements 
had been made to plant a row of trees at the back of the Recreation G round on Arbor Day. Ir 
was resolved  that as the Town Lands Trustees had expressed themselves favorably towards 
the consideration of any special object, that application be made for a special grant of £20 to 
be wholly devoted to renewing the Public School Library. Messrs Murray and McEwen were 
appointed visiting members and the meeting adjourned 
20th July 1900 Under the direction of Mr W. H. Jackson, the children and teachers of lite 
Masterton State School entered most enthusiastically into the work of tree-planting on the 
Chapel-street frontage of the Recreation Ground yesterday. Several members of the School 
Committee and parents and friends were present. The trees were kindly presented by Mrs W. 
J. Beetham and were placed by Mr E. Hale, who gave his valued advice and assistance in the 
work 
23rd July 1900 The Masterton  School Boys defeated the Greytown School Boys on Saturday 
on the Masterton Park Oval by eleven points to nil. Leeks, Pragnell and Cook scored for the 
winners, while Temple succeeded in converting one of the tries. The greasy ball and the 
rather strong wind that was blowing considerably interfered with the game:. Mr Barlow very 
kindly acted as referee,. The most prominent players in the Greytown team were Cameron, 
'Workman, Skeat and Eccleton, and in the Masterton, Leeks, Cooke, Pragnell and the 
forwards en masse. 



26th July In a list of teachers over surplus by the Wellington Education Board because of 
falling rolls was R Wolff Assistant Masterton.  
4TH August Masterton Trust Lands Trust included The amendment was not seconded ant Mr 
motion was carried, Mr W H. Jackson wrote thanking the Trust for offering him the 
appointment on the Technical School Committee but declining to act. 
Mr Feist moved that the letter be held over with a view of getting Mr Jackson to reconsider 
the matter.—Carried, 
Au application from the Masterton School Committee for a grant of £2O for renewing the 
Masterton School Library was held over till next meeting, to enable members to personally 
inspect the Library.  
10th August 1900 The Masterton School Committee met last evening. Present: Messrs K, 
Feist (chairman), E McEwen, A. E. Copping, .J. L, Murray, .J. Carpenter, F. Marshall and H 
O'Leary, The minutes of last meeting were read and continued, 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £30 14s 2d. Accounts amounting to £20 
were passed for payment. 
The Secretary to the Trust Lands Trust wrote stating that £78 18s had been voted as the 
annual grant on the usual capitation basis. The letter also stated that the Trustees were of 
opinion that lite Infant School ought to receive n larger share of the grant. The Chairman said 
he had explained the position to the Trust, but certain members were of opinion that the 
Committee's annual balance-sheet should show how much money was expended on the Infant 
School, and that the expenditure on the side school ought to be greater.  
Mr Marshall said that was a matter for the Committee to decide. 
Other members expressed the opinion that the Committee endeavoured to act fairly, the Head  
Teacher pointing out that he had more infants at the main School than  there were at the 
Victoria street School.  
The Secretary to the Education Board notified the Committee that the account of , £12  5s 
incurred for sanitary work would be paid by the Board but pointed out that any work of 
emergency should at first obtain the Board's consent, if necessary by telegram.  
A request for a school exemption certificate for a girl aged nine years, was not acceded to. 
The Head Teacher reported 589 children on the roll with an average attendance of 499. The 
attendance, on opening after the winter holidays on July 16th , was good all members of the 
staff were present. The attendance for the past three weeks has been good. All the children 
whose parents received summons notices recently, are now attending better, probably owing 
to the fact that the attendance officer has visited the School and asked for the names of any of 
the children referred to who are still attending badly, The accompanying list consists almost 
entirely of new names, the reasons for absence being in nearly every case," Wanted at home." 
I am pleased to report that the project to plant a row of twenty ornamental trees at the back of 
the School grounds was successfully carried out on the 19th ultimo, and I desire in thank the 
committee for cooperating with me in the undertaking. With the exception of a few .shillings 
the total cost has been raised and hope to be able to raise the balance without encroaching on 
the School funds. The trees were given by Mrs W. H. Beetham, and the barb wire for the tops 
of the guards by Mr A. Chisholm. The total cost of the work was £5 2s 11d. In addition to the 
above planting, I have had planted in the recreation ground, forty English deciduous trees in 
place of the ones which failed to grow. These latter trees were given to me and were put in on 



the chance of their growing. The two frontages arc now planted with between seventy and 
eighty ornamental deciduous trees, consisting of limes, chestnuts, sycamores, lindens and 
other varieties. This year's trees were obtained from the Te Ore Ore nursery, and I engaged 
Mr Hale  to superintend the planting, the expense being met from the fund 1 have raised. I 
have on a former occasion mentioned the need of seats for the recreation ground. At present 
we have only two, one given by the Chairman and one by myself. I should be glad if the 
Committee can assist me to obtain others. They can be obtained at twenty-five shillings each.  
Miss Keeling reported 105 scholars on the Victoria-street school roll, with an average 
attendance of 91. The playgrounds are in a much better condition since the gravel was laid, 
but the pump is still unsatisfactory. 
Messrs Feist, Ewington, Murray, Copping, O'Leary, Marshall and McEwen were appointed 
supervisors at the next drawing examinations. On the suggestion of Mr E. McEwen, the 
Committeemen subscribed 16s towards fencing the trees planted on Arbor Day, on the 
Chapel-street side of the Recreation Ground. 
The matter of repairing the pump at the Infant School was left to the Visiting Members, with 
power to purchase a new Douglas pump if necessary.  
Mr O'Leary and Mr Carpenter were appointed visiting Members and the meeting adjourned. 
14th August 1900 The annual examination of the Masterton Public School will take place at 
the beginning of September. 
1st September 1900 Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., assistant master of the Masterton School, sends us 
a copy of a spelling list which he has compiled for the use of candidates for teachers' 
certificates and the Junior Civil Service examinations. The work is done on the basis of Mr. 
Burns's experience as a coach and includes all the words that have been set in the 
examinations mentioned for the last twenty years. 
14th September 1900 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (in the chair), J. L Murray, J. C. Ewington. G Dixon, ,J. 
Carpenter, E. McEwen and .J. O'Leary.  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of .£12 4s 6d.  
A letter was received from the Secretary of the Education Board, stating that Miss 
McFarlane, a pupil teacher at the Masterton Public School, is to be transferred to Kaiwaiwai. 
It was explained that it would be exceedingly inconvenient to remove Miss McFarlane whilst 
in the middle of the annual examination, and the Board had agreed to allow Miss McFarlane 
to remain at the Masterton School until after the examination. 
Mr F. decided to accept Mr Marshall's resignation with regret, and Mr F. G. Magnusson has 
consented lo fill the vacancy. 
 A petition was received from Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., re the question of turning the Mount 
Cook building into a University and requesting the members to sign the same. 
Mr W. H. Jackson's report was read, showing 588 children to be on the roll, with an average 
attendance of 523. The report also stated that the attendance during the month had been very 
good, as was evidenced by the fact that there was no absentee list lo submit. It also pointed 
out that leaks in the roof, other than previously reported, had become apparent, and requested 
the Committee to have the roof overhauled, or ask the Education Board's Clerk of Work to 
inspect it. Owing to the raising of the footpath near the girls' entrance to the school-grounds, 



a large amount of water accumulated, making it impossible for children to pass through 
without getting over their boot-tops in water. The report also drew particular attention to the 
fact that the. Town Lands Trustees, at their annual meeting, had decided to provide school 
books tor all children attending schools in the Masterton Small Farm Settlement. As the 
children will be promoted as soon as the Inspector's examination visit has terminated, the 
books will then he required. If  it is the intention of the Trust to provide, or assist in providing 
the new books, the present is an opportune time. 
With regard to the leakage it was decided to request the Education Board's Clerk of Works to 
attend to the matter and with regard to the water accumulating near the girls' entrance to the 
schoolgrounds that it be left with the visiting members to deal with. 
In reference to the new books for the children, the Secretary was instructed to remind the 
Trust of their resolution carried at the annual meeting. 
Miss Keeling reported 108 children on the roll, with an average attendance of 90. The new 
pump which had been obtained was also reported to be quite satisfactory. Accounts as 
presented were passed for payment, subject to their being certified to. 
Messrs G, Dixon and J. C. Ewington  were appointed the visiting members for the month, and 
the meeting closed. 
19th September 1900 Masterton Borough Council  Cr Feist, as Chairman of the Masterton 
School Committee, regretted that they were to lose the use of the very convenient  Council 
Chambers, but wished to thank the Council for its kindness in allowing them to meet there in 
the past 
22nd September 1900 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
THE RECENT EXAMINATION. The following are the names of pupils who passed at the 
recent examination, Where  a star is placed opposite a name it indicates that the pupil can 
come up for examination in another subject, arithmetic, at some future opportunity within the 
next three months, in conformity with the regulations now in force  
Standard 1.-—Boys—Herbert Billington, Hector Braggins, Ross Burridge, Percy Chapman, 
Alex. Cobourne , Thomas Corkill, John Cross, Hylton Dixon, Edward Flanagan, Norman Fly, 
Roy Grey, John Green, Hermann Keisenberg, Orion Knight, Arthur Keisenberg, Roland 
King, Archie Montgomery, Percy Petersen, Walter Pond, Ernest Olliver, Clifford Rive, 
Albert King, Horace Simonsen , Stanley Temple, Jack Winteringham, Norman Williams, 
John Harding.  
Girls—Florence Beere, Constance Braggins, Edith Berrill  Hilda Bentley, Winnie Evenden  
Sarah Fowles, Lucy Gunther, Ethel Johnson, Wilhelmina Langley, Lily Marsh, Kathleen 
Montgomery, Florence Mabson, Eva Pragnell, Ellen Piercy, Lucy Head, Winnie Rayner, 
Maud Reardon, Freda Redman, Violet Spearman, Fanny Snell, Florence Smith, Martha 
Topping, Lily Swanson, Evelyn Watson, Muriel Welsh,. Ruby Williams, 
Standard  II. Boys William Adams, John Andrews, Fred Dixon, William Foote, Eric Fuller, 
William Green, William Harris, Edward Harrod, Rupert Hutch, Earl Huston, Noel Hewitt, 
Otto Ibbetson, George Jackson, Leslie Johns, Norman Johnston, Alfred Keeble, Fred McKay, 
Thomas Moir, Ralph Morris, Edwin Rigg, Victor Sutton, Berthel  Syverston, Cecil 
Thoumine, James Winchester, *John Cox, Archie Dixon, *Percy Jackson, *Chas. Jones, 
*Herbert Jones, *James Logan, *Robert Pilmer.  



Girls—Alice Berrill, Constance Easthope, Eva Ewington, Annie Foote, Ella Jones, Rose 
Jackson, Blanche Knight, Mary McKenzie, Alice McKeon, Doris Millar, Hilda Moore, 
Aileen Murray, Edith Murray, Alice Pinhey, Minnie Physick, Muriel Spackman, Dora 
Walker, Stella Williams, *Ruth Curham, *Ada Darville, *Elsie Rees, *Lily Reynolds, 
.*Madge Townsend, *Daisy Tury. * Standard I. arithmetic. 
Standard III.—Boys -Carl Andricksen, Bertie Broadbent, Jack Berry, Frank Boden, Victor 
Billington, Percy Church, Charles Cole, James Deane, Hubert Daniell, John Eves, Stanley 
Edwards, William Flaws, Edward Greathead, Wither Harrison, Stanley Hogg, Phillip Hyde, 
Alfred Iggulden, William James, Henry Jones, Leonard King, David La Roche, Gordon 
Laing, Charles Munn, Arthur Miller, Alfred Miller, John McMullen, Cyril Nettlefold, Fred 
Phillip, James Spackman, Carl Syverston, Purvis Spearman, George Sowman, Victor 
Swanson, George Thompson, Warren Williams, Edgar Williams, Charles Tales, *Jocelyn 
Andrews, *George Juno, *Claude Russel,  
Girls-Maud Adams, Elsie Alexander, Amy Bacon, Eunice Cox, Josephine Curham, Nina 
Christensen, Jessie Campbell, Alice Campbell, Burl Chisholm, Ida Daniell, Annie Dixon, 
Elsie Easthope, Connie Elliotte, Jane Falls, Mary Gordon, Millicent Gordon, Mabel Holmes, 
Winnie Hunter, Gretta Huston, Dorothia Jackson, Phyllis Langley, Ivy McKenzie, Mattie 
McNair, Nellie Matthews, Mabel Marsh, Constance McEwen, Minnie Millar, Violet Pragnell, 
Olive Richards, Nellie Robins, Constance Tooby, Eva Wallis, Stella Winzenberg, Florence 
Green, *Winnie Carpenter, *Florence Ford, *Lily Jackson, *Emily Morris, *Agnes 
Nicholson, *Katherine Olliver, *Florence Smith, *Winnie Saker, *Madge Tait, *Elsie Franks, 
*Laura Forman, *Elsie Flanagan.  *Standard II. in arithmetic. 
Standard  IV—Boys—Harry Allen, Rupert Byford, Percy Braggins, Stanley Cresswell, John 
Curham, George Daysh, Albert Dunstall, Joseph Eraser, Benjamin Hounslow, Arthur 
Johnson , Albert Jones, Herbert Morris, Lester Minifie, Willie Muir, George Moir, Eldon 
Moore, George Morris, Thomas Pinhey, Charles Pulford, Geoffrey Rawson, Robert Reardon, 
Henry Russell, Lewis Spackman, James Topping, Ernest Tooby, Thomas Treen, Archie 
Williams, John Wyllie, Harold White; *Walter Campbell, *Edward Low, *Geoffrey 
Robertson.  
Girls—Marion Allsworth, Edith Billington, Violet Carpenter, Jeanie Deane, Gladys Dixon, 
Vera Edwards, Evelyn Elliott, Eleanor Gordon, Rita Hooper, Nellie Hill, Daisy Greenwood, 
Violet Hounslow, Sidney Jackson, Ada Langley, Gladys Mackay, Winnie Logan, Flora Nicie, 
Lily Osman, Dorothy Pinkney, Frederica Spearman, Hettie Smith, Elsie Tooby, Myrtle 
Winteringham, Elsie Webb, Hetty Wickens, Lily Jones, *Constance McLauchlan, *Lily 
Reed, *Kate Johnstone. *'Standard III. in arithmetic. 
Standard V.—Boys—Henry Braggins, Herbert Braggins, Allan Cave, John Christensen, John 
Coradine, David Easthope, Andrew Fraser, Donald Finlayson, Ransome Harding, Richmond 
Hooper, Leslie Israel, Montagu Iggulden, Bertie Jackson, Graham Johnston, Bertie Johns, 
Basil Keith, William Keeble, John Lynn, Clarence Morris, Leonard Norman, Frank 
Spackman, George Smith, Claude Turner, Richard Williams, Arthur Donald, *Ernest 
Chapman,  *Wilfred Rigg, *Walter Spearman.  
Girls—May Allsworth, Elsie Benny, Hilda Berry, Phyllis Chisholm, Florence Cox, Ellie 
Dixon, Agues Eves, Winnie Jones, Rose Keeble, Dora La Roche, Ruby Marsh, Olive 
Mackay, Edith Michell, Mary Redmond, Emily Stephens, Elsie Truscott, Ernestine von 



Keisenberg, Annie Williams, Adelaide Wyllie, Ethel James, *Ellen Chapman, *Maud Foote, 
*Fay Hogg, *Nettie Hooper, *Elsie Jones, *Elsie Smith, *Mabel Sutton. * Standard IV. 
arithmetic. 
Standard VI. Boys Leonard Daniell, Victor James, Walter Jones, James Tait, Frank Willis, 
George Apperley, Charlie Bills, Richard Campbell, William Chamberlain, Walter Cook, 
Allan Dixon, Leonard Hooper, Edgar Hawke, William Logan, Hugh Millar, Frank McEwen, 
Archie Pragnell, Leonard Prentice, James Russell, Bertie Temple, Percy Temple.  
Girls—Elsie Morrison, Ivy Iorns, Edith Exell, Rosie Anderson, Edith Benney , Emily Burton, 
Ethel Daniell, Olive Dixon, May Dixon, Maud Elliot, Ethel Greenwood, Amy Judd, Amy 
Jones, Annie King, Ruth Prior, Elsie Richards, Muriel Rive, Nellie Reid, Robina Robb, Hettie 
Robins, Ella Townsend, Harriet Williams, Florence Winzenburg, Olive Winteringham. 
Standard VII. Boys Norman Dorset, Rex Green, Norman Jones, Arthur Le Boutillier, Tom 
Rawson, Arthur Rigg, Edward Rutherford, Rupert Sutton, William Welch,  
Girls Elsie Campbell, Nellie Cave, Anna Curham, Agnes Hogg, Olive Iorns, Doris Nicholls, 
Nellie Pinhey, Wallace Pinkerton, Annie Rive, Katie Wallis, Maggie Williamson. 
5th October 1900 Masterton Bowling Club Mr W. H. Jackson invited the members of the 
Club to practice on the School Recreation Ground whilst the green is being prepared. Mr 
Jackson in 1900 was Vice President of the Bowling club 
12th October 1900 Monthly meeting. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was hold in the Infant School last evening. There were present: Messrs E. Feist 
(chairman), J. Carpenter, J. C Ewington,, G. Dixon, J, L. Murray, and E. McEwen.  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Chairman explained that the meeting was called at the Infant School because the 
Borough Council had decided not to allow the use of the Council Chambers for Committee 
meetings.  
The Treasurer reported that the receipts for the month amounted to £12 16s 7d, the 
expenditure to £12  10s 2d, leaving a credit balance of 6s 5d.  
A letter was received from the Town Clerk stating that the Borough Council had decided  not 
to grant the use of the Council Chambers to any committee, other than Council committees, 
but that, on making arrangements with the Town Clerk, the Committee could use the Druids' 
Hall. A later letter was received from the Clerk, stating that the Druids' Hall was going  to be 
sold within a month, and requested the Committee to find another place for meeting.  
Mr Hathaway, Secretary of the Trust Lands Trust, wrote acknowledging the receipt of an 
application from the Committee, for a grant of ,£2O, to furnish the School Library with new 
books, He had to inform the Committee that the Trustees could not see their way to make  
any grant. Another letter referred to the question of the Trust providing all children attending 
schools in the Small Farm Settlement with books. The Trust had received the letter from the 
Committee, drawing their attention to the matter, but the letter was allowed to lay on the 
table.  
The Headmaster (Mr W H Jackson) reported the total number of children on the roll to be 
575, an average attendance of 514, mid a percentage attendance of 89. The report further 
stated that the attendance for the month had been very good, but was, however, slightly 
falling off this week. It is most important that children should attend regularly at the present 
time, as all the classes are taking up their new work. The Education Board's Inspectors paid 



their annual visit during the month, and the examination was completed on Thursday, 20th 
ult. The children have been promoted into their new classes, and a good start has been made 
with the present year's work. On the 20th ult., Miss MacFarlane retired from the staff and has 
taken up her duties at Kaiwaiwai. Her position is not being  filled by a new appointment, and 
the staff is, therefore, reduced in strength to the extent of a pupil-teacher. During the heavy 
weather last week, a gate was torn from its hinges, and requires rehanging. Something has 
gone wrong with the school water-supply. A mere dribble is all that at present passes through 
the taps.  
With regard to re-hanging the gate, it was resolved to leave it in the hands of the visiting 
members to attend to. Re the stoppage of the flow of water, it was decided that Mr Pickering 
be engaged to attend to the matter. 106 children on the roll, with an average attendance  of 
96. She further stated that Mr Bakewell, one of the Education Board's Inspectors, had visited 
the school during the month. Two loads of gravel had been distributed on the paths. As her 
health is not very good, and the doctor advised her  to take a complete rest, she had made 
application to the Education Board for six months' leave of absence and asked that a teacher 
be temporarily appointed. She requested the Committee to support her application.  
The Chairman was of opinion that Miss Keeling rightly deserved a holiday. She had been 
connected with the school for a number of years. He thought that they would only be doing 
her justice in supporting the application. He would move that her request be acceded to. They 
could appoint a temporary teacher, with the understanding that the position is kept open.—
Carried.  
A number of small accounts amounting to £3 2s lOd were passed for payment when funds 
were available.  
Mr McEwen moved that an application be made to the Trust Lands Trust for the use of one of 
the Technical School-rooms one night every month, Mr Dixon seconded and it was carried.  
Mr McEwen said Mr Chapman stated that he had kept the division fence between his 
property and the  School in constant repair. The late rough weather had made the fence a 
complete wreck, but Mr Chapman was prepared to meet the Committee by providing the 
labour, if they would find the material. It was decided to leave the matter in the hands of the 
visiting members.  
It was resolved that application be made for their usual grant from the Trust Lands Trust. 
Messrs E. Feist and F. G. Magnusson were appointed visiting members, and the meeting 
closed with a vote of thanks to the chair, 
13th October  Masterton Trust Lands Trust . Application was made by the Secretary of the 
School Committee for a portion of the annual grant. They also applied for the use of one of 
the Technical School rooms the second Thursday in every month for the purpose of holding 
their meetings, Mr Feist pointed out that the Borough Council had refused to allow the use of 
the Council Chambers and in consequence the present application was made. He could see an 
objection to granting the use of a room as it was not in use on the nights required by the 
School Committee. It was also a convenient meeting place. Mr Michell moved that the 
Masterton School Committee he granted the use of one of the Technical School rooms on the 
second Thursday in every month Carried. 
26th October 1900 The trees planted at the Masterton  Public School, last Arbor Day, are now 
coining on very nicely 



The ground in the vicinity of the Masterton Public School, where operations are being carried 
out for pipe laying purposes, is of a very solid nature, and not easily broken into 
31st October 1900 Masterton Borough Council. Mr T. G. Mackay, and the Infant School 
authorities, applied to have their premises connected with water mains.— Referred to the 
Water and Drainage Committee 
31st October 1900 Wellington Education Board Mr. Hogg said at Masterton he found that the 
children had been supplied with Longmans' Readers, and he thought that was very poor 
encouragement for colonial publishers to have their works suppressed and superseded by a 
publication printed outside the colony. It did seem a pity that the Chief Inspector should have 
identified , himself with one publication or another. Mr. Young said the Chief Inspector had 
strongly recommended Longmans' book, but he did not know that Mr. Lee was one of the -
editors, of that work. He thought that report was in exceeding bad taste, and it was highly 
regrettable that he should have attempted to force that book on to the schools. Such conduct 
was unjustifiable, and it was wrong in every sense for a. highly paid officer of the Board to 
accept the position of editor of these books without consulting the Board, but it was worse for 
him to use his influence to force those books on to schools after other books shad been 
recommended by the Board. The discussion then terminated. 
Miss Keeling, of Masterton Infant School, was granted six months' leave of absence 
16th November 1900 Mr. J, W, Tattersall has boon appointed a member of the Masterton 
School Committee, vice Mr A, E, Copping resigned. 
The number of pupils attending the Masterton Public School is 578, with an average 
attendance of 486 last month. The pupils attending the infant school number 105, with an 
average attendance last month of 87. 
H. Yates was charged on the information of J. Varnham, truant officer, with failing to send 
two children to school, Accused pleaded guilty, but stated that he was confined through 
illness and the lads took around the milk. 
His Worship considered that it was a disgraceful state of affairs keeping the children away 
from school and depriving them of the benefits of education. It was simply robbing them of 
their birth-right. Accused was fined 8s in one case, and 6s in another, and costs in each case. 
John McKenzie  was also charged with failing to send his three children to school. Accused 
pleaded guilty on the ground of illness. Mr Varnham reported that the attendance of the 
children had been very bad for the past two or three years. A fine of 2s a week for each child 
was inflicted, making in all 8s a child. Philip Juno was similarly charged, The accused stated 
that he thought his children were sent lo school, He went to work in the morning and left 
instructions that the children should be sent. Accused was fined 28s and costs on four 
charges.  
16th November 1900 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. The usual meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee was held last evening. There were present: Messrs E. Feist 
(chairman), J. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, G, Dixon, and F. G. Magnusson.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed,  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £49 12s Id,  
Messrs J. C. Ewington and J, L, 'Murray, apologised for their absence from the meeting. 



Mr A. Dorset, Secretary of the Education Board wrote, stating that the ' Clerk of Works had 
been instructed to visit the Masterton school, and effect necessary repairs, as reported on by 
the , Committee.  
The Chairman mentioned that as the Clerk of Works was unfortunate in meeting with a 
bicycle accident, he was unable  to attend to the work before, but on his complete recovery he 
would visit the school. 
Mr A. E. Copping forwarded his resignation as a member of the Committee.  
The Chairman remarked that they all recognised that Mr Copping had proved himself a very 
useful member of the ' Committee. They also regretted the occasion which necessitated his 
severing his connection with them. He moved that Mr Copping be accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks for his services during the term of his membership  
The motion was carried unanimously, 
It was decided that the person who polled the next highest votes at the late election be 
appointed to fill the vacancy,  
A letter was received from Mr A. C. Major requesting the Committee to allow him the use of 
a room at the Masterton Public School in which to teach shorthand after school hours.  
It was decided to allow the applicant the use of a room at the School once a week and after 
school hours. 
A number of accounts, amounting to £17 0s 2d, were passed for payment,  
The Chairman reported on the question of repairing the dividing fence between the Infant 
School and Mr Chapman's property. He stated that about half a chain of it was considerably 
dilapidated, and would entail an expenditure of about 14s  
Mr Jackson-suggested that the matter be held over for the Clerk of works to attend to, and 
this course was adopted,  
The Chairman also pointed out the necessity of having the grass cut at the Infant School, and 
it was decided to communicate with Mr G. Morris, to ascertain if he would cut it, but it must ' 
be subject to the satisfaction of the visiting members. ,  
The reports of the Head-master and Head-mistress were read, Mr Jackson enquired as to 
when he was to obtain the seats promised him, The members assured Mr Jackson that |he 
would receive them shortly. 
 Messrs E. McEwen and J. L. Murray were appointed visiting members, and the meeting 
terminated, 
16th November 1900 Annual sports are to be inaugurated in connection with the breaking up 
of the Masterton School. The number of names on the roll of the Masterton schools now 
totals 683. 
1st December 1900 The Masterton School Committee met' in the Drill Hall last evening, and 
there ' were present: Messrs E, Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, J, W, Tattersall, J, L, Murray, 
G. Dixon, J. C, Ewington, H. O'Leary, and J, Carpenter.  
The Chairman explained that the Rev Earee had approached him in reference to giving the 
children at school a half holiday to allow them an opportunity to attend the entertainment in 
aid of St, Matthew's Sunday School, on Thursday 6th. He said, he considered it advisable to 
call a meeting of Committee and consult them on the matter. There had been some objection 
on the part of committeemen and parents on former occasions to the multiplicity of holidays, 
and he did not care to accept the responsibility of granting a holiday in this instance. He was 



personally in favour of acceding to Mr Earee's request, but whatever action was taken, he 
would like it to be unanimous.  
Mr McEwen  said he strongly objected to granting a holiday. The general holidays would 
soon come on, and besides there were previously a large number of failures at the school 
attributable to granting holidays. If any other Church applied, the Committee could not fairly 
refuse, and under these circumstances he would move that the application be refused.  
In seconding the motion, Mr Ewington endorsed Mr McEwen's remarks.  
Mr Dixon considered they were taking a wrong step, and he would move, as an amendment, 
that the request be acceded to. He thought, whether there was a holiday or not, two-thirds of 
the children would go to the fair. He could see no harm in granting a holiday.  
Messrs Tattersall and Murray also objected to granting a holiday.  
Mr McEwen's motion, that no holiday be granted, was carried ;.  
Mr McEwen reported that Mr Jackson had informed the visiting members that there was no 
water obtainable at the school. They had called tenders and accepted that of Mr Pickering. 
1st December 1900 The result of the scholarship examinations under the jurisdiction of the 
Wellington Education Board was an all round surprise. Last year the Masterton School 
carried off three, that is all available; but this year Petone claims one. The Masterton 
favourite, a young lady who was backed to win in a canter, was not placed — in fact, the 
winners, Misses Nellie Pinhey and Elsie Morrison, have achieved the unexpected, the former 
being only one year in Standard VII., and Miss Morrison is only new to the sixth. Immense 
credit is due to Mr. A. N. Burns, B A., who "coached" the candidates, and the school is to be 
heartily congratulated on maintaining its very high standard.  
14th December 1896 Mr W. H. Jackson, head master of Masterton Public School, has 
occupied that position for the past twelve years 
14th December 1900  The ordinary meeting of the Committee was held in the Drill Shed last 
evening, Present—Messrs li, McEwen (in the chair), G, Dixon, J. Carpenter, A. W, Tattersall, 
H. O'Leary and J, C Ewington.  
The minutes of the previous meeting, and those of a special meeting, were read und 
confirmed, Mr W. H. Jackson expressed his concurrence with the resolution passed at the 
special meeting, which was to the effect that the school should not be allowed a half-holiday 
on the occasion of St, Matthew's Fancy Fair. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £13 17s 9d. 
Mr A, C. Mayor wrote, thanking the Committee for granting him the use of a room at the 
Public School in which to form a short-hand class. 
The Head-master reported 556 children on the roll, with  an average attendance 488 making a 
percentage of attendance of 88, The report also stated that the presence of the attendance 
officer had a beneficial effect, although there was a list of absentees, It also recommended the 
repairing of the asphalt in the playgrounds during the summer months,  
Mr Jackson also brought- before the Committee's notice the desirability of constructing an 
asphalt tennis court for the girls, An experienced man had estimated the cost at £24, but was 
prepared to undertake the work for £21. Mr Jackson offered to guarantee half cost. 
The Head Mistress reported the total number of scholars to be 105, with an average 
attendance of  93. The report also recommended the necessity of having a proper path. 



Considerable discussion took place regarding the expenditure of the available resources, and 
in what  proportion it should be divided between the schools. While recognising the 
desirability of assisting Mr Jackson with a tennis court there was a unanimity  of opinion 
expressed among the committeemen  that the repairs at the Infant School were the most 
important. 
On the motion of Mr Dixon it was decided to do the necessary repairs at the Infant and Public 
Schools, and what money was then available to devote it to assist  in the construction of a 
tennis court. The matter was left in the hands of Messrs McEwen  and Murray to deal with, 
It was suggested that application should be made to the Trust Lands Trust for a donation 
towards the tennis-court. The Secretary was instructed to write to the Trust on the matter, 
offering  a 'subsidy of £ for £', In the event of a sum being granted,' Messrs McEwen and 
Murray wore authorised to arrange matters. 
Accounts amounting to £3 16s 6d were passed for payment,  
The absentee list was read, and it was resolved that if those on the list persisted in not 
attending after the final notice had been served on them, proceedings be immediately 
instituted.  
Messrs H. O'Leary and A. W. Tattersall were appointed visiting members, The meeting then 
terminated, 
15th December 1900 In refusing to grant a holiday on the occasion of a church fete the 
Masterton School Committee acted wisely. Personally, no doubt, the members would only 
have been too glad to oblige the Rev. Mr. Farce in this case, but the principle involved made 
the refusal a necessity. Should such a favour be be granted to any church, a precedent would 
thereby be established, and no church, under similar circumstances, could be allowed to use a 
like privilege. There is not the slightest doubt that the parents of the children belonging to the 
English Church will grant them a half holiday on the occasion of the fete 
 

1900	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
23rd January School reopened today (Tuesday) after the Xmas Holidays. Attendance very 
poor indeed. Weather wet. Miss Bunting absent, 
The scholarship results came to hand during the holiday. All the three Board Scholarships 
have been won by pupils of our own school. In addition to this a Victoria College Scholarship 
was won by one of our boys. The aggregate value of the scholarships won this year is no less 
than £410 
2nd February The attendance for the week has been very poor. A number of children are still 
taking holidays 
8th February The school water supply gave out today for the first time since its inauguration 
over ten years ago. On examination I found the bore at the spring broken and the intake pipe 
choked with moss 
14th Miss Johnston absent today through illness 
15th Have made application to het Trust Lands Trustees for supplementary scholarship to be 
awarded from the scholarship[ fund to our scholarship winners. They have responded 
liberally giving Louise Smith £20 a year, O’Leary £20, Ayson £10 a year and Snell £25 to 
enable him to take up his Levin’s scholarship won at the college this year 



16th February Mr Bennett has obtained a position as private tutor & leaves at the end of the 
month 
23rd The reported relief of Ladysmith was celebrated in the town by processions & the 
closing of the school by the Committee 
28th Capitulation of Cringe I received the following telegram from the Premier this morning 
“ At 12.30 this morning I received the following cablegram from the Agent general dated 
London 27th 12.20 A.M. Lord Roberts telegraphed that General Granje and all his force 
capitulated unconditionally at daylight today. Cranje is now a prisoner in the battle of Majuba 
Hill. As a fitting means of impressing upon the children of your school the national 
importance of this great event I would suggest the reading of this cablegram to your scholars 
immediately upon their assembling this morning and that the occasion be marked by granting 
the children a holiday today 
R J Seddon Auckland 
A holiday was observed in accordance with above request 
2nd March This morning I received the following telegram announcing the relief of 
Ladysmith 
“Following what was done on Wednesday should be glad if you would in honour of relief of 
Lady Smith grant all children a holiday today. R J Seddon  
 A Half holiday was observed 
Mr Bennett left the staff yesterday 
3rd March Have received notice from these of the Board that Miss McFarlane has been 
transferred from the Gladstone School to fill Mr Bennett’s place and that Mr Reehal has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Miss Johnston who leaves on the 
22nd inst. 
5th Mr Reehal reported himself today and also Miss McFarlane. To my great surprise and 
disappointment, I find the former a sixth standard boy from a  bush school.  I had previously 
written to the Board pointing out the need of a strong candidate. A weaker selection could not 
have been made. The boy is absolutely useless to me. I have commissioned with the school 
committee on the subject 
8th Mrs Crawford who is lecturing in Health Topics addressed the scholars this afternoon 
after school 
9th Miss Munro abruptly left school this afternoon without waiting to dismiss her class 
12th Miss Munro explained that her strange behaviour on Friday Last was due to her feeling 
unwell. I have told her that was no justification for her leaving school in such  a manner. On 
one or two occasions lately, she has shown petulancy in connection with school matters 
14th Miss Bunting absent today on leave 
22nd Miss Johnston ex pupil teacher left the staff today. I have this day received notice that 
the Board will be asked at its next meeting to remove Miss Wolff the infant mistress in order 
to reduce the staff 
23rd I have written to  the Board strongly protesting against the removal of Miss Wolff and 
offering to do without the recently appointed pupil teacher in order to effect a saving to the 
Board 
26th Mr Thwaites absent today in charge of school cricket team on a visit to Wellington 
28th The Governor for the colony visited the school today 



3rd April Have received a communication from the secretary to the Education Board that the 
Board has decided not to make any changes in the staff. This after  I have offered to do 
without the pupil teacher recently appointed 
4th Mr Riley spent yesterday and this morning on a visit to the school 
9th Very wet attendance lowest for many months 
12th Applied to the School Committee for a sum out of the Trust Grant to be expended in the 
library 
18th School reopened after Easter Holidays. Attendance very poor 
20th The attendance  for three days school has been open has been exceedingly bad. I am of 
the opinion that it would be better to give a week’s holiday at Easter and a week only at 
midwinter 
24th At the School Committee election last night the following war elected a committee 
Messrs Feist, Carpenter, Cobbing, Murray, Marshall, Dixon, O’Leary, McEwen and 
Ewington the last named being a new member in place of Mr Walter Perry 
Mr McDonald drill instructor visited the  school today and inspected the Cadet Corps 
27th Spent the day with the two classes of Standard V in oral work. Subject matter very poor. 
Have impressed upon the two teachers the necessity of putting more intelligence into the 
breading 
Note I have not copied every class examination report 
8th May Completed Standard IV examination. 
Results Reading satisfactory, arithmetic very weak. Miss Bunting is not impressive enough in 
her teaching and Miss McGregor is not film enough and her intelligent work does not tell 
9th Half holiday for opening of new Post Office. Miss Munro absent in the morning on leave  
14th At the annual meeting of the Town  Lands Trust elections on Friday evening last (the 
11th) I pointed out the fact that the Trust grant to this school is so small (2/3 per head)[This 
means two shillings and three pence. There  were 12 pence in a shilling and 20 shillings in a 
pound] considering the large increase of this valuable educational endowment. I pointed out 
that nearly the whole of the grant made to the school was absorbed in playing for clerical 
work for the committee, heavy night soil charges and cleaning expenses and that very little 
direct benefit was felt by him scholars. I moved “that in order that every school child in the 
district may benefit by the valuable educational endowment administered by the Town Lands 
Trustees this meeting is strongly in favour of the proposal that all the school books required 
by the school children of the district should be provided from the funds of the Town Lands 
Trust” This was carried with only three dissentients practically unanimously . The income 
this year is £1100 
15th May Very wet and cold. Took VII standard as well as my VI Standard class for science 
today (Voltaire ? Electricity) 
18th Miss Arnold (II Standard) and Miss McFarlane (Standard 1) do not improve to my 
satisfaction in the management of their classes. Miss Arnold becomes quite helpless at times. 
& Miss McFarlane is lifeless in her work. I have had to spend a great deal of time this week 
in looking after these two classes 
21st In compliance with the request of premier a holiday is being observed toady on account 
of Mafeking 



23rd Took VII and VI again yesterday for science (Electricity) Th e homemade bicarbonate 
battery worked excellently, and the induction coil and model electric lamp gave splendid 
results. A supply of apparatus and materials for science lesson is needed. Additional 
cupboard accommodation is required 
25th School was closed yesterday for Queen’s Birthday. The two holidays this week have 
broken the attendance completely 
28th On examining the closets this (Monday) morning I found some disgusting writing about 
the youngest female teaching, written in in the Girls’ closet. It had evidently been done on the 
Saturday or Sunday probably the latter day as the school cleaner is about the premises all day 
on Saturday and was the work of some one older than a school child 
14th June School was closed on Friday on account of the occupation of Pretoria by the British 
Troops under General Roberts 
14th  At the meeting of the School Committee last night I suggested that permission should be 
asked of the Borough Council to allow a row of ornamental trees to be planted along the wide 
footpath at the back of the school playgrounds. The Committee agreed to the suggestion on 
my undertaking to raise the necessary funds 
29th Miss Munro has been absent all week with an attack of inflammation. School closed 
today for the winter holiday 
16th July School reopened. Mr Thwaites absent for half day on leave 
18th Today is Arbor Day but I am not closing school having arranged to do some tree planting 
tomorrow 
19th School closed this afternoon for Arbor Day Celebrations. A row of twenty sycamore 
trees have been planted by children, teachers and School Committee. A large gathering of 
persons visited the school and witnessed the proceedings 
I received a notice today from the  Secretary  of the Education Board  that the Board would 
be asked at its meeting of the 25th to retire Miss Wolff in the event of a suitable transfer not 
being available 
23rd I have written to the Board urging that if my staff is to be reduced the reduction should 
be affected in such  a manner  as to inflict the least amount of hardship on the school, and not 
by removing my strongest female teacher 
24th July The School Committee  held  a special meeting last night to consider the Board’s 
proposal to remove Miss Wolff. It was unanimously resolved to ask the Board to effect a 
reduction of staff if necessary by removing some other teacher or teachers and not Miss 
Wolff 
2nd August Mr McEwen a member of the School Committee visited the school today and 
asked why the school  was down 69 in six months. He stated this was what he had been told 
in Wellington was the case. On pressing him for his source of information he said that Mr 
Robertson a Member of the Board had shown him a list of schools whose attendance had 
gone down, and the attendance of our school was shown to be down by the number stated and 
during the last six months. I produced my quarterly return for the last quarter 30th June 
showing average 481 and also the action for the 31st December showing an average of 482 a 
fall of 3 for the midweek quarter as compared with the summer quarter! 
3rd Had to punish Jesse Dew standard 1 for gross disobedience to his teacher and also 
insolence during his punishment 



13th The Rev Dead McKenna reported to me the following boys for stone throwing at the 
Convent property. Geoffrey Robertson, Edward Low, David Easthope 
21st Received from Education Board 1 Globe- A very good one, 6 packets of kindergarten 
mats also an order for a blackboard and cupboard 
24th The attendance for the week has been very good. Have spent a good deal of time in 
Standard 1 this week. Miss McFarlane is greatly improving improving in her management of 
a class. She still needs to assert herself more in order to be a successful teacher 
31st The attendance  for the week (521 average Roll 585) has been reduced by a wet day on 
Monday 
Have examined he school in drawing in order to weed out weak candidates. The geometry of 
the 4th standard is not to my satisfaction. I have had to withdraw more candidates that I 
Expected . Mr Thwaites is weak in handling the model drawing of his class. Mr Bunting’s 
scale drawing is strong 
4th September Commenced to examine the  school today in anticipation of inspector’s annual 
examination visit on the 17th. Six children from the Victoria Street school came up for 
examination in Standard 1 . Five were absolute failures 
7th The annual drawing examination took place on Wednesday last the 5th inst, Messrs Feist 
Murray, McEwen and O’Leary acted as supervisors. The Geometry Test is resolving itself to 
a great extent into a composition exercise, offering thereby  a great inducement to cram 
10th September After consulting the chief inspector I have decided to use Longman’s N Z 
Readers in the school and have notified the booksellers accordingly 
14th  Have completed the examination of the school today. I find the oral  work of several of 
the classes not as strong as I could wish. The only classes weak in pass work are the second 
standard (Miss Arnold) and the 4th Girls (Miss Munro) and the third girls (Miss Bunting) 
17th The annual examination of the school was commenced today by Mr Fleming 
20th Th examination was concluded this afternoon by Mr Le and a holiday was granted for 
tomorrow 
Miss McFarlane left the staff today. The staff is now reduced by one pupil teacher 
24th Have reorganised the school today. The greatest change in arranging the staff I have 
made in Miss Smith’s case by promoting her to the Fourth Standard Boys Class 
28th The classes have settled down to work very satisfactorily  
Primer 1 Miss Hogg, Primer II Miss Wolff, Standard 1 Miss Arnold, Standard II Miss 
Bunting, Standard III Boys and Girls Miss McGregor, Standard IV Boys Miss Smith, 
Standard IV Girls Miss Munro, Standard V Mr Bunting with Mr Reehal assisting, Standard 
VI Mr Thwaites, Standard VII Mr Burns 
8th October The water supply has given out 
11th October Yesterday a holiday was observed by order of the Board, the day being Labour 
Day. This is the first year the holiday has been observed in this school 
12th Th e attendance  of the last two days very  low. The holiday in the middle of the week 
was to some extent the cause of it. 
The scholarship examination was held yesterday and today and supervised by Mr Bakewell 
After carefully weighing the science papers I feel almost inclined to take chemistry instead of 
physics in the VII standard. 



I find it easier for a boy to write about facts than to to discuss principles although to my mind, 
the latter affords a better scope for training due to reasoning lessons 
19th The weather has spoilt the attendance this week. The last three days have been very wet 
indeed. The rain has made apparent a number of defective places in the roof 
26th Nearly all the children are now supplied with their new readers. The books are well liked 
by the children 
I have spent a good deal of time this week in taking reading in the different classes 
31st The attendance for the month has been much interfered with by bad weather 
2nd November A holiday was observed yesterday for the Carterton Show 
The Board’s truant officer is visiting this district and is issuing summonses in respect to the  
of the attendance of several children  
7th Mr Lee paid a visit of inspection yesterday 
12th Mr Thwaites second assistant away on leave till the 21st inst to attend an examination 
16th Received £10 from the Sc out of the Trust Grant to be spent on the school library 
21st Mr Thwaites returned to his duties this afternoon Have taken Mr Thwaite’s class myself 
during his leave of absence  I have given great attention to viva voca which which I find a 
weak feature of the class. The attendance during the time I have taken the class has been 
excellent and the class is a most encouraging class in the hands of a teacher who will keep the 
work going with enthusiasm 
23rd The class with the highest percentage of attendance this week is Standard !V Boys Miss 
Smith’s with 95%. This class is doing most satisfactory work 
26th The school water supply has failed. I have had to keep a batch of boys carrying from my 
own house supply 
30th The water supply is still not available although its urgency has been pointed out to the 
Committee 
3rd December The water is at last available. For a week or more the school has been 
practically without a drink of water during the present hot weather 
Examination Report of 17th  to 20th September 1900 included  
Pass subjects 

Class Presented Present Passed  
7 20   Work Generally Good more especially in English Subjects 
6 49 49 45 Work Generally satisfactory 
5 65 64 55 Mr Bunting's work shows improvement 
4 73 72 61 Generally satisfactory Arithmetic, Spelling Reading Good 
3 100 97 86 Miss Smith's work with the Boys good 
2 71 71 55 Generally Fair Geography Good 
1 57 57 57 Good 

Primers 153    
     
 588 410 359  

 
 
Singing Very Good mostly taken by H T 
Needlework. In lower classes Satisfactory In upper for cookery delayed 



Drill and Exercise Good (Boys Military &c Girls Club 
All candidates passed Standard 7. Infant room improved in quality of work, in organisation 
and tone. Kindergarten worked enlarged. The school has done a very  commendable year’s 
work. The introduction of violin playing during the marching is a pleasing new departure. Mr 
Jackson is an excellent manager and takes a due share of the class work, and the training of 
his teachers. Improvements continue to be made to the grounds, which are now in excellent 
order and are creditable to the district. Th general tone of the school is also improved. 
Robert Lee T R Fleming Inspectors 
3rd December Attendance very low today (Monday) There are  a number of cases of measles 
in the district but the decrease in attendance is due rather to the usual easing off after the 
examination and anticipation of the holiday. 
I am using every endeavour to keep up numbers 
In another report (Not Copied) Mr Lee finished with In its management the Masterton School 
is of the best in the district Good features are the teaching of elementary science, singing, 
march and playground exercise 
7th December The attendance  is still going down 471 for week roll 556 
13th The results of the  Board’s Scholarship examination are to hand 
Nellie Pinhey 1st Winner 
Elsie Morrison 2nd Winner 
Kemble Welch 4th, Ann Curbam 5th, Thomas Rawson 8th, Rex Green 12th, Norman Dorset 
13th 
Others Victor James, Edward Rutherford, Nellie Cave, Ivy Iorns 
The scholarship examination in connection with the Victoria College (Wellington University ) 
is taking place this week in the Foerster’s Hall. Ten candidates from this school are 
presenting themselves 
17th December I have requested the School Committee to ask the T L T to make a grant 
towards the formation of an asphalt tennis court for the girls 
20th I had arranged for school sports to be held today on the breaking up of school but have 
had to postpone them as het Board has passed a resolution that all schools must remain open 
until Friday (Tomorrow) afternoon. In consequence of this the Pupil Teacher’s examination is 
not being held in this school but in the Forester’s Hall 
21st School broke up this (Friday) afternoon at 3.30 for the Xmas Holidays 
 

1901 
1901 497 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £313 $52,852 
1901 497 Masterton Burns Andrew N Assistant Master £220 $37,140 
1901 497 Masterton Thwaites John E  Assistant Master £150 $25,323 
1901 497 Masterton Wolff Rosabell  Assistant Female £130 $21,947 
1901 497 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £105 $17,726 
1901 497 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $16,882 
1901 497 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £90 $15,194 



1901 497 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,129 
1901 497 Masterton Smith Margaret Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,129 
1901 497 Masterton Arnold Nellie  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $8,441 

1901 80 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura L  

Head Female £120 $20,258 

1901 80 
Masterton 
Infants Easthope Catherine Female Pupil 

Teacher £50 $8,441 

1901 80 
Masterton 
Infants Wallis Eliza  

Female Pupil 
Teacher £50 $8,441 

         
1st January 1901 The teachers’ examinations at the Masterton Public School are  now 
proceeding. A good number of candidates have come forward 
9th January 1901 The average salary of State School teachers in New Zealand has fallen from 
£96.19 in 1890 to £93 1s in 1900. 
11th January 1901 A meeting of the  Masterton School Committee was held last evening. 
Present—Messrs J. Carpenter (in the  chair), J. C. Ewington, H. O'Leary, Gr. Dixon and J. A. 
Tattersall, The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £13 17s 9d, and Fees obtained by 
prosecuting parents, £2 2s, A number of accounts amounting to £9 17s were passed for 
payment, Messrs E. Dixon and J. Carterton (Sic Carpenter) were appointed visiting members. 
11th January Masterton Trust Lands Trust Mr N. H. Pinhey wrote staling that his daughter had 
won a scholarship at the Masterton School, which entitled her to £30 a year. The probable 
cost of her maintenance in Wellington would be, approximately, £60, and he (the writer) 
being only a struggling man, with a family of six, was not in a position to afford this amount, 
He therefore requested the favourable consideration of the matter by the Trustees. Mr Hessey 
stated that Mr Pinhey had approached him on the matter. His remarks then quite borne out 
those expressed in the letter. He (Mr Hessey) was satisfied that it was a very deserving case, 
in which they might increase the usual grant of £10. The applicant was a widower, and his 
sister kept house for him. He moved that Mr Pinhey be granted £2O. In seconding the 
motion, Mr Renall said that the Trust was for the advancement of educational matters, and he 
would always be glad to support any motion in relation to it, 
Other members expressed their approval of the motion, which was carried unanimously, 
17th January 1901 VICTORIA COLLEGE. Queen's Scholarships, 1900. Mr Thomas W, 
Rowe, M.A., has published an interesting report of the recent examination for the Queen's 
Scholarships. The examination was held on December 12th, 13th and 14th at nine places, 
namely:—Wellington, Masterton, Hew Plymouth, Napier, Wanganui, Nelson, Westport, 
Greymouth and Hokitika. The numbers of candidates who actually sat were as follows'.-
Wellington, 60; Masterton, 12; Napier, 3; Wanganui, 6; New Plymouth, 2; Nelson, 4; 
Westport, 4; Greymouth, 4; Hokitika, 4: Total, 98.  
Of the ninety-eight candidates who were actually examined, five failed in arithmetic, six in 
English, nine in geography and nine in history, the total number of those who qualified being 
sixty-nine, This compares favourably with the number of last year, when fifty four candidates 
qualified out of 108 examined, The six candidates who stand highest in order of merit are:—
Euphemia Ethel Law, Mount Cook Girls', 1485; Mary Prances Annie Falla, Westport, 143!); 



Arthur James Cathie, To Aro, 1393; Elsie Morrison, Masterton, 1366; Robert Macmorran, 
Terrace, 1359 ;Edith Miriam Hind, South Wellington, 1350.  
Eight other candidates obtained above 65 per cent, of full marks, and may therefore be 
deemed worthy of honourable mention. They are:—Ivy Marshall, Terrace, 1338; Jessie Maria 
Chapman, Clyde-quay, 1329; Percy George Blanchett, Central N,P, 1322; Leonard Harton, 
Terrace, 1315; Jane Rosamund Brown, Blue Spur, 1312; Rupert Ingram Sutton, Masterton, 
1310; Ellen Gertrude Pinhey, Masterton, 1310; Kenneth H, Smyth, Thorndon, 1308,  
In the list of the candidates who qualified, the following names appear:—Elsie Morrison, 
Masterton, 1366; Rupert Ingram Sutton, Masterton, 1310; Ellen Gertrude Pinhey, Masterton, 
1310; Ivy Iorns, Masterton, 1245; Norman Hampton Dorset, Masterton, 1173; William Ralph 
Burge, Mangatainoka, 1123; Ethel Greenwood, Masterton, 1068; Leonard Thomas Daniell, 
Masterton, 1019; Edward S. E, Rutherford, Masterton, W; Jessie Winter, Mangatainoka, 857, 
It will thus be seen that Elsie Morrison, of the Masterton School, has won a Queen's 
Scholarship of £35 a year for five years, This is the second time Masterton School has scored 
in this competition, which is open to no less than eight Education districts, The other winner 
was Humphrey O'Leary. last year, Elsie Morrison has already won an Education Board's 
Scholarship, but will not be allowed to retain both, She will resign the latter, and this will 
leave a vacancy, to be filled, no doubt, by the next on the list. This happens to be another 
Masterton School candidate— Kemble Welch. The  total scholarships thus won during last 
year total three viz,, two Education Board and one Queen's. 
26th January 1901 In granting Mr. N. H. Pinhey an extra £10 to supplement the scholarship 
recently won by his daughter at the Masterton School, the Trust Lands Trust committed 
themselves to a worthy action. Mr. Pinhey's position was a most reasonable one. While 
naturally most anxious to allow his daughter avail herself of the advantages oi the 
scholarship, valued at £30 a year, he could not, in justice to the other members of his family, 
afford to expend the necessary extra amount to maintain her in Wellington. This leads to the 
question—If scholarships are granted, why are the prizes insufficient to allow the poorest 
winners to avail themselves of them? A paltry thirty pounds is only half doing what should be 
done. The very lowest estimate is £60 a year. The primary object of these bursaries is to assist 
capable boys and girls, whose parents are unable to provide for them, to the advantages of 
higher education, and it is worse than useless launching the aspirants on the stormy 
educational sea with one oar 
4th February 1901 Included in a long article on Memorial Service for Queen Victoria with a 
huge parade. ………Ministers of religion were the next in order, and then came the 
Masterton Municipal Baud; next the Civil Servants and Police, and then the Masterton Rifles 
(Lieuts, Burns and Christie in charge), and, after them, the School Cadets, Other bodies 
represented were the Masonic, Borough Council and Local Bodies, Fire Brigades (Masterton, 
Kuripuni, and Fire Police), Salvation Army and Band, Church Lads' Brigade, Friendly 
Societies, school children (in charge of teachers)………. 
7th February 1901. In a series of articles about teachers’ salaries was the comment Masterton 
School, three prizes and eight blanks. Which meant three teachers had been given raises in 
salary and eight had not. The whole system appeared chaotic  
9th February 1901 Masterton Trust Lands Trust Mr W. H. Jackson, Head-master of the 
Masterton School, wrote intimating that Miss Elsie Morrison had won a Victoria Scholarship, 



and Miss Annie Curham an Education Board Scholarship, He suggested that the  Trustees 
should aid with grants in each instance, After some discussion it was decided , to grant Mr 
Curham £20 to be applied to the education of his daughter provided that she received the 
scholarship and £15 in the application of Mr Morrison,  
In considering the question of grants that made to Mr O'Leary's son was discussed. It was 
stated that Mr O'Leary had promised to refund the money, and the matter then lapsed 
11th February 1901 Part of an article on Imperial Troops Visiting  
Beautiful weather has to be recorded for the visit of the imperial troops to this district, and the 
consequence is that there is a larger gathering of country residents than probably ever before 
in the history of the town. The train arrived at 11.10 a.m., and arrangements had been made to 
provide a suitable welcome on the part of the Natives, which took place at the Masterton 
Railway Station on the arrival of the train, and which proved a unique and enthusiastic 
demonstration, The attendance was enormous. South Wairarapa was very strongly 
represented, a special train from Featherston and intermediate towns bringing up a very large 
contingent. A feature in the gathering was the concourse of school children, nearly every 
school in the Wairarapa having sent its quota to do honor to the occasion. 
14th February 1901 Further discussion on wages included this In Masterton, for instance, they 
had provided for an infant teacher where they had a separate infant school. Mr Hogben: We 
have assumed that the order in which you put the teachers is the order in which they stand 
and their rank in the school. 
Mr Blair said that at the Masterton school Miss Munro was getting an advance of £70, and 
was called head mistress. The Board could not recognise that at all, as she was simply doing 
class work. 
15th February 1901 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held in the 
Drill Hall last evening, was attended by Messrs E. McEwen (in the chair), J. W, Tattersall, J. 
Carpenter, G, Dixon, and ii. O'Leary. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £l8 3s 9d. 
An application was received from Mrs Tooby for a certificate of exemption from attending 
school for her son Ernest. The letter stated that the boy was earning 6s a week, which was of 
great assistance to her, and she intended to send the boy to the Technical classes when they 
commenced. 
The Chairman and Committeemen were strongly opposed to granting the application as the 
boy had only passed the fourth standard and was believed to be under age. One member 
considered that the applicant's position was such as to enable her to easily dispense with the 
additional 6s earned by the boy. 
On the motion of Mr Tattersall it was decided that if the boy is under age he be compelled to 
attend school. 
The Head-mistress (Miss M. Walton) reported that there were 97 scholars on the roll, with an 
average  attendance of 77. The attendance was not good since re-opening. Eighteen children 
had been transferred to the main school and fourteen new scholars had been admitted. 
The Head-master (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported the number of scholars on the roll 586, 
average attendance -487, percentage of attendance, 80. The attendance since the holidays was 
not good as was demonstrated by an accompanying absentee list containing thirty-three 



names. The Clerk of works to the Board visited the school to-day, and he would undertake all 
necessary repairs. It was decided that the Truant Officer be instructed to visit the parents of 
absentees 
One small account was passed for payment.  
The Chairman mentioned that Mr Murray and himself were authorised by the Committee to 
spend £l2 in effecting some asphalting at both schools. They were unable to get the work 
completed for under £13. It was resolved that the £13 be paid. 
Owing to the dangerous condition of some of the swings at the main school, the Committee 
were in favour of their removal, and the matter was referred to the Head-master to deal with. 
Messrs E. Feist and J. C, Ewington were appointed the visiting members, and the meeting 
concluded. 
23rd February 1901 The recent appointment to the head mastership of Karori leaves Carterton 
vacant. The claims of Mr. Burns, the first assistant of Masterton, if he applies, certainly 
entitles him to the position. Mr. Burns's record will bear comparison with any in the service, 
and his special powers as a ''coach" are too well known in the Wairarapa to call for a single 
word from this scribe. Indeed, many considered Mr. Burns's claims to Karori would almost 
certainly lead to his appointment — but you never know till the numbers are up — and even 
Education Boards are not infallible 
9th March 1901 At a recent meeting of the Masterton Trust Lands fresh, application was made 
by the School Committee for a grant towards constructing a tennis court. The matter was then 
deferred lo enable the Trustees to obtain more information about the project. At the last 
meeting a committee was appointed to view the grounds, Mr Feist brought up the matter at 
the meeting of the Trust last evening. 
Mr Wagg said he was conversing with Mr Jackson, who stated that the children would secure 
the full advantage of the court. 
Mr Hessey corroborated Mr Wagg's remarks. The advantage of the asphalt compared with 
grass, was that it could be walked on with ordinary boots when it had been raining, besides 
the children being able to play all kinds of games.  
The Chairman objected to it being an exclusive game. He advocated having the grounds 
asphalted years ago, and he still upheld it. He was prepared to vote £13 for the improvement 
of the grounds. He understood the swings were being removed, and the court constructed 
where they were, he considered the swings a splendid recreation for the children.  
Mr Feist said the trouble was the boys had the recreation ground, and it was thought 
undesirable to allow girls to play in it, unless under supervision, If the court was constructed, 
the girls could play many games.  
Mr Michell thought the girls' playground was too small altogether, and some of them were 
generally playing on the road, 
Mr Hessey moved that £13 be granted for improvements to the ground, which was seconded 
by Mr Renall, The Trustees agreed that it was desirable the swings should remain, Mr Feist 
explained that the wooden structure was rotten, therefore the swings were dangerous. Mr 
Renall considered that if there was not sufficient room without removing the swings, the 
Trust should increase the ground. He thought that, as the Trust was organised for educational 
purposes, they should attend to the school requirements.  
On Mr Hessey's motion being put to the meeting, it was carried unanimously. 



15th March 1901 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last evening, 
there were present—Messrs E, ,Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, J, L, Murray, G. Dixon, H. 
O'Leary, J, Carpenter, and F. G. Magnusson.  
The Treasurer's report showed expenditure for the month to be £21 14 6d, leaving a debit 
balance of £3 10s 9d.  
An application received from the Blue and While League for the use of the Infant School was 
acceded to. 
Accounts amounting to ,£3 were passed for payment, The Secretary was instructed to apply 
to the Trust Lands Trust for the usual donation, 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the Trust Lands Trustees for the grant made in 
connection with the school playground. It was resolved that the Education Board be requested 
to have the Infant School connected with the water supply.  
The Secretary was instructed to invite tenders for the supply of firewood, It was decided lo 
remove the large swings, as they were considered unsafe; and also to notify parents of 
absentee children. 
Messrs E McEwen and J. L. Murray were appointed visiting members, and the meeting 
adjourned, 
21st March 1901 Increases in salary  proposed for teachers from Masterton were  
Masterton— (Roll 499), first female assistant, £l, 50 (£40 rise) ; second female assistant, 
£100 (£10) ; pupil teachers, 50 (£8 each) ; pupil teacher, £30 (£5). Masterton Infants— (92), 
two pupil teachers, £47 (£5 each). 
12th April 1901 The teaching staff of the Masterton Public school has been reduced to its 
minimum strength by the recent removal of n pupil teacher, 
12th April 1901 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Drill Shed last evening. There were present-Messrs E. Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, J. 
Carpenter, J. W. Tattersall, J. C, Ewington, H. O'Leary, J, L. Murray and G, Dixon.  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and the Treasurer reported a debit 
balance of £3 10s 9d.  
A letter was received from the Education Board intimating that if members of the teaching 
staff were absent from duty on days other than prescribed holidays, a deduction would be 
made from their ordinary remuneration. The Board also wrote respecting the annual meeting. 
The question of obtaining a different  room for meeting in was brought up, as it was stated 
that the Volunteers had now a lease of the Drill Hall.  
The Chairman thought that the Technical School Committee may place a room at their 
disposal, if application were made, and the Chairman was authorised to apply accordingly. 
The Headmaster, Mr W.H, Jackson, reported 580 children on the roll, average attendance  
497, percentage of attendance 86. 
The Acting-Headmistress, Miss M. C. Walton, reported the number on the roll 92, and the 
average attendance 86.  
The Chairman and Secretary were deputed to prepare  the annual report and balance-sheet. 
On the suggestion of Mr Jackson, it was decided to repair the swings at the main school and 
also lo provide seating accommodation for the girls.  
Messrs H. O'Leary and G. Dixon were appointed visiting members. 
13th April 1901 COOKERY CLASSES. 



Matter Discussed by the Trust Lands Trust, 
Mr Feist brought up the question of the cookery classes in connection with the Masterton 
School at the Trust Lauds Trust meeting last night, he stated that the old stove which had 
been used in the past at the Drill Hall had been removed by the Borough Council. It was 
desirable to commence the cookery classes on Monday. Mr Feist suggested that if he secured 
the stove, could he obtain permission to place it in one of the rooms of the Technical School 
in the meantime for the use of the pupils at the public school ? The Chairman mentioned that, 
as a new management would be appointed at the Technical School meeting, on Monday 
evening it was therefore, inadvisable for the Trustees to express an opinion, 
13th April 1901 Wo understand that the Drill Hall will still be available for conducting 
cookery classes in connection with the Masterton School. It is probable that the old stove will 
again be secured from the Borough Council, and the classes will be commenced on Monday 
by the Board’s cookery teacher, Miss Millington 
16th April 1901 The population of the Borough of Masterton, as shown by the census recently 
taken, is just within 4000. 
 Messrs. R. K. Jackson, W. IJ. Jackson J. B. Keith, J Coradine, and E., Feist were last night 
elected fts the Board of Managers of the, Masterton Technical School. 
19th April 1901 At the Masterton S.M. Court to-day, a serious charge was preferred against a 
lad named James Daley, fourteen years old, for delivering to a School girl letters containing 
matter of an indecent nature. 
Mr C. A. Pownall appeared for accused, and pleaded guilty,  
Sergeant O'Malley detailed the circumstances of the case, and stated that on Mr Jackson, 
head-master discovering the letters in the possession of the school girl, he immediately 
handed them to him. The sergeant further said that when approached on the matter, the lad 
admitted the offence, and stated that the girls had replied but he had burnt their 
communications, 
Mr Pownall, in urging that the accused should be given a chance of redeeming his character, 
stated that doubtless the contents of the communications would be revolting to a girl who 
resented them. There was only one word in the letters that was bad, and it was used with 
horrible  repetition, He asked His Worship not to send the lad to gaol, or, as he was an inmate 
of an industrial school, not to order his return, The lad had apparently associated with elder 
boys who probably knew more than was good for them, Accused was not committed to the 
school for any offence, but simply because his father was not in a position to look after him, 
Mr Pownall said he considered that the industrial schools furnished most of the criminals of 
the colony, His Worship said he did not agree with Mr Pownall on that point. He recognised, 
however, that the schools were in some respects detrimental; but still they had their good 
effect. he stated that occupants of such schools had, in some cases, turned out good citizens. 
Mr Pownall remarked that, in his opinion, it was a bad association for children. 
His Worship thought that after what had happened, the boy was dangerous to the community 
where girls were about. It was in the interests of the public that the boy should be removed, 
He stated that incalculable injury had been done, and it would be some time before the result 
of that would be obliterated. Accused would receive close attention at school, but it might not 
be found necessary to detain him there for long, In ordering the accused to be returned to the 



Industrial School authorities, His Worship remarked that he regretted that he had not power 
also to order punishment in the shape of a thrashing. 
22nd April 1901 On Saturday the Masterton School football team met the Te Ore Ore school 
team on the former's ground, After an exciting and evenly-contested match Masterton won by 
nine points to six, For the winners Pragnell and Daniell scored tries, while Green kicked a 
goal; and Leeks scored two tries for the losers, Mr Thwaites satisfactorily held the whistle, 
The Masterton team will play the Carterton 'team next Saturday. 
 Last Thursday  a football match was played on the School Recreation Ground, between the 
school boys and the old hoys, the latter winning by one try to nil 
23rd April 1901  The meeting of the Masterton School Committee, which was held in the 
Drill Hall last evening, there were present Messrs E. McEwen (in the chair), J. L Murray, J. 
Carpenter, H, O'Leary, G. Dixon, J. C. Ewington , F. G. Magnusson and J, W, Tattersall  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed,  
An account from Mr Blane for gravelling was passed for payment.  
Mr W. H. Jackson suggested that the remainder of the girls' playground at the main school be 
flushed with tar. The matter was deferred for the incoming Committee,  
The report and balance-sheet, the latter showing the receipts at £165  10s, expenditure £169 
13s 3d, leaving a debit balance of £1 3s 3d, was read and adopted. . 
MEETING Or HOUSEHOLDERS.  
A meeting of householders was then held for the purpose of  electing the new committee. Mr 
E. McEwen was voted to the chair, and there was a large attendance. Nineteen nominations 
were received and on the ballot being taken the following were elected:—Messrs J. C. 
Ewington  74, A. H, Vile 63, J. L. Murray 62, J, K. Pauling and R. K. Jackson 60 each, E, 
McEwen and J. Carpenter 59 each. H. O'Leary 62, and E. Feist 43. Mr J. A. Renall secured 
the same number of votes as Mr Feist, but he retired in his favour, Considerable interest was 
evinced in the election.  
The newly-appointed committee then mot and Mr E Feist was elected chairman and Mr W. 
Nude secretary, The standing orders were adopted 
25th April 1901 Wellington Education Board The Clerk of Works recommended that a water 
connection be made at the Masterton Infants' School at a cost of £5, and that repairs be made 
to the Greytown School at" a' cost of £4. 
2nd May 1901 The Masterton School defeated Carterton in a football match played here 
yesterday.(Masterton) 
4th May 1901 Miss Keeling, head mistress of the Masterton Infant School, who has been on 
six months’ furlough, resumes duty next Week.  
10th May 1901 The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held in the Drill Hall last 
evening, and there were present Messrs E, Feist (chairman), A, Vile, H, O'Leary, E, McEwen, 
J, Carpenter, J, L. Murray, J. C. Ewington, J, H, Pauling, and R. K. Jackson,  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr E. Feist returned thanks for his election as Chairman and welcomed the new members of 
the Committee. A letter was received from the Education Board intimating that they would 
bear the cost of water connection with the Infant School. The Board also invited the 
attendance of the school children to Wellington on the occasion of the Cornwalls' visit, but 
they would accept no responsibility. The Committee decided to take no action in the matter. 



The Board also notified that the winter vacation for schools would be held in June on account 
of the Royal  visit. 
The visiting members reported in reference to the construction of the asphalting at the main 
school, and as several suggested alterations were made, the Committee decided to view the 
grounds. 
It was reported by the Head-master that the contractor for the fire-wood was fulfilling his 
contract in an unsatisfactory manner, and it was decided to request the contractor to 
immediately comply with the conditions, otherwise fresh tenders would be called. 
It was decided to vote £10 to Mr Jackson for science material and appliances. 
It was also decided to make application to the Trust Lands Trust for the usual grant.  
Mr Vile brought up the question of school teachers" coaching" persons and holding classes 
after school hours. He considered it was unfair for them to compete against outsiders, as they 
were well paid by the Board. He thought it was also detrimental to the school.  
Mr W. H, Jackson explained that no " coaching" took place for scholarships,  
Some members thought it was all on the same principle and concurred with the remarks of 
Mr Vile. 
After a good deal of discussion it was decided not to allow school teachers to teach after 
school hours, and to forward a copy of the resolution to the Board.  
It was resolved that, in future, the visiting members be increased to three, and that they 
prepare a monthly report.  
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Trust Lands Trust and enquire if the Masterton   
Volunteers could charge the Committee rent for the Drill Hall. 
10th May 1901 The Masterton School Committee last night passed a resolution to be 
forwarded to the Education Board expressing disapproval of teachers of larger schools acting 
as "coaches." 
11th May 1901 Formerly teachers under our Education system were encouraged, but not 
compelled, to hold night-classes. A strong, capable teacher can undertake night duty with 
advantage to the community, without interfering with the efficiency of his day work. The 
resolution passed by the Masterton School Committee on Thursday evening  seems to us to 
be a little unwise. In all occupations and professions the men who get on do not tie 
themselves to six or seven hours' work a day; and wo see no reason why they should be tied 
by outside pressure, To say that it capable and energetic schoolteacher should not work more 
than, say, six hours a day, scorns to us to be an absurdity, Probably the Education Board, to 
whom the question has been referred, may take a broader view than the Masterton School 
Committee; but it is a pity that the question has been raised. 
11th May 1901 The cookery classes in connection with the Masterton School have again been 
successfully started by Miss Millington. Kenneth McKenzie, the horse-trainer of Featherston, 
was to-day adjudged a bankrupt. The Masterton School Committee decided last night to write 
to the Education Board protesting against teachers of schools in the larger cities acting as ‘‘ 
coaches,” as it considered they were unfairly competing with persons who gained their 
livelihood by coaching. The General Committee of the Masterton Gymnasium and Physical 
Training School has received an offer from Mr Coffey, of Hawera, to act as instructor 
A little boy named Haigh fell from the horizontal bar at the public school to-day and broke 
his arm very badly 



11th May 1901 The Masterton School Committee does not intend to move in the direction of 
sending children to Wellington on the occasion of the Royal visit’, as it considers the risk too 
great 
11th May 1901 The Waikanae and Masterton School Committee cannot see their way to bring 
the children to Wellington for the Royal visit. 
18th May 1901 A special meeting of the  Masterton School Committee is to be held on 
Thursday next in the  Technical School, when the question of building a room for cookery 
purposes at the main school will be considered. The matter of drainage will also receive 
attention 
25th May 1901  
At the special meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held on Thursday evening, Mr A. 
Vile mentioned that he had been given to understand that adequate precautions against 
infectious diseases were not being taken. He thought that the Committee should, if possible, 
move in the direction of having contagious diseases isolated. The medical practitioners were 
not compelled to report such cases, consequently they do not, Mr Vile stated that he was 
informed that children from two families affected with fever were allowed to attend school. It 
was a serious matter and it was grossly improper that it should be permitted'. It occurred to 
him that the Council was not taking sufficient action to secure the isolation of fever cases, 
and the Committee should deal with the matter.  
Mr Ewington intimated that the matter would be considered at the next meeting of the 
Council. It would have been dealt with last Tuesday only the meeting was adjourned.  
Mr McEwen stated that Miss Walton, head-mistress of the Infant School, had informed him 
that two children attend her school were effected with fever and their parents insisted that the 
children should continue attending.  
Mr Feist said that so far as he was aware the utmost precautions were taken at the State 
School, to prevent the attendance of members of families affected with fever.  
Mr Vile thought it was difficult for either committees or headmasters, to exclude certain 
affected families when the cases were not reported. He suggested that medical officers be 
requested to report cases to the headmaster which would overcome the difficulty,  
Other members concurred with the suggestion but the Chairman thought that as a Councillor 
had assured them that the matter would be dealt with at the next Council meeting the 
Committee should defer taking action in the meantime'. 
27th May 1901 A MASTERFUL SCHOOL COMMITTEE. (By Telegraph.--Own 
Correspondent.) Sunday,. A team of Palmerston North hockey players arrived yesterday and 
will play a match with the local club to-morrow morning. The Masterton School Committee 
has decided to take action in the matter of the spread of infectious diseases should the 
Borough Council show any further neglect. 
30th May 1901 A resolution forwarded by the Masterton School Committee, protesting 
against senior teachers acting as coaches to night pupils, was considered by the Education 
Board yesterday. The Chairman said the Board had more than once expressed its 
disapprobation of teachers doling this special work.  
Mr. Hogg claimed that a great deal of useful work had been done by teachers in giving 
instruction after hours, but he objected to, say, scholarship pupils being coached by teachers 
If that was done he would advocate such pupils  being disqualified. After a brief discussion, it 



was decided that so long as the teachers perform their duty to the Board, the Board .is unable 
to act 
At a special meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening it was decided to ask 
the Borough Council to extend its water system to the public school. The committee has 
decided to ask the Technical Committee of the Education Board to erect rooms at the local 
school for the purposes of teaching cookery, science, etc. 
30th May 1901 The Masterton School Committee has decided to take action in the matter of 
the spread of infectious diseases should the Borough Council show any further neglect.  
8th June 1901 Exclusive of the two corps belonging to Wellington College there will be 545 
cadets from the Wellington district at the review in Christchurch, made up as follows, Clyde-
quay and Te Aro schools, 53 each; Wellington 'Boys' Institute, 52 ; Terrace and South  
Wellington schools, 50 each; Mount Cook, 48; Masterton, 43; Picton, Greytown, Carterton 
and Featherston, 40 each; Fernridge, 32; Brooklyn, 29; Paikakariki, 15. Captain Loveday, 
who has been entrusted with the mobilisation of the cadets, has returned to Wellington from 
Hawkes Bay.  
10th June 1901 Tomorrow's Demonstration In Masterton. 
A telegram has  been forwarded to all the public schools in the Colony, stating that the 
official landing of the Royal party, and the signal for hoisting the flag, has been fixed for two 
o'clock tomorrow (Tuesday) afternoon, The headmasters  of the schools have been requested 
to have the children ready at that hour. At the four chief centres a Royal salute will also be 
fired, The Masterton school children will parade on the Recreation Ground at 2 p.m., each 
child being provided with a flag. At the signal from the Post Office the flags will be unfurled, 
and the National Anthem sung, The infants will perform their flag drill, and the Cadets, who 
are proceeding to Christchurch their review exercises. 
11th June 1901 The cookery classes authorised by the Education Board for pupils of the 
Masterton school, continue to be held in the Drill Shed, and produce satisfactory results, The 
children manifest- keen interest in the work, which is very encouraging to the Board's 
instructress. Miss Millington 
14th June 1901 Miss Keeling had-mistress of the Masterton  Infant School resumes her duties 
on July 1st, after an extended holiday, which was granted her on account of ill-health. 
14th June 1901 SCHOOL TEACHERS' "COACHING." 
Resolution by the School Committee. Minister of Education to be Asked to Interfere.  
A letter was received at the Masterton School Committee meeting, last evening, from the 
Education Board, stating that the Board does not sec its way to take any steps in the direction 
indicated by resolution of the Committee, re prohibiting State teachers from "coaching."^ 
Mr Vile expressed his disappointment at the action of the Board in the matter. He had been 
misunderstood as to his intentions in the matter. He never had the slightest intention that the 
proposal would affect the Technical School in Masterton; neither had he been prompted by 
any individual, but it was simply a matter of principle, He did not intend to go to the Board 
again, because, as it was at present constituted it was useless; In large centres where there 
were competent men earning their living by the profession, it was grossly unfair that Stale 
teachers should enter into competition with them, Mr Vile moved: " That the attention of the 
Minister for Education be drawn to the fact that paid teachers of State schools in large centres 
are entering into what this Committee considers unfair competition with private and qualified 



individuals in "coaching" pupils for civil service and other examinations, and that the 
Minister be requested to have such regulations framed by the Education Department as .will 
render such competition impossible," Mr Jackson seconded pro forma. 
The Chairman considered the Committee had no right to interfere with teachers so long as 
they efficiently discharged their duties,  
Mr McEwen thought it was unfair for the state teachers to "coach" at prices at which 
professional persons could not give such instruction. 
Messrs Pauling and Jackson spoke strongly in favour of the proposition. 
 Mr O’Leary said that persons would go to one instructor for tuition where he would not go to 
Another. He had voted against the practice at last meeting, but after fully considering (he 
question he found he had voted too precipitately; 
 Mr Carpenter also expressed disapproval of the motion. 
On the motion being put to the meeting, it was carried by five votes to three, 
14th June 1901 he monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening, there being present:—Messrs E. Feist (chairman), It. K. 
Jackson, A. H. Vile, E. McEwen, J. Carpenter, J. L. Murray, A. H. Pauling and H. O'Leary . 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed,  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £7 1s 
A  letter was received from the Secretary of the Technical School stating that the Managers 
would allow the Committee the use of the building on paying £1 for gas used,  
The Clerk of the Borough Council wrote intimating that in response to the Committee’s 
request the Council had decided to extend the drainage to enable the Infant, Main and St. 
Patrick's schools being connected. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the Borough 
Council for the courteous way they received the deputation, and also for dealing with the 
matter in the manner they did,  
The Secretary of the Board wrote in reference to flags. The circular stated that cither a flag 7 
foot  6 inches  by 3 foot O inches would be given or else £1 would be donated towards the 
purchase of a flag, but the remainder of the cost to be subscribed and not taken out of the 
school fund. It was decided to accept the offer of £1 towards a flag fund, and also that 
application be made for a flag for the Infant School, 
The visiting members report stated that there was a good attendance at the main school. In all 
cases of fever stringent precautions had been taken. The asphalting had been completed in a 
satisfactory manner,  
The Head Mistress reported 96 children on the roll with an average attendance of 81. The 
attendance was not good, as sickness was prevalent amongst the children, 
Mr Vile moved" that the Headmaster of the school be asked if he, with his teaching  staff, 
would be willing to organise a school concert with a view to demonstrating to parents the 
progress made by the children in music, physical drill, etc., and to assist in providing funds 
for carrying out special works at the school."  
Mr Jackson seconded, the motion, which was carried,  
Several orders were received on the money due to Mr Fitzpatrick, the contractor for the 
asphalting at the school, but the total amount of the orders exceeded the money due,  
On the motion of Mr Vile it was resolved that the money due to Mr Fitzpatrick be withheld 
for one month, in the meantime the visiting members to ascertain the liability of the 



Committee; also that if the visiting members are satisfied that the wages accounts are bona 
fide they be empowered to pay them.  
Several accounts were passed for payment. It was decided to refer the W.F.C.A. account back 
for details and dates,  
The tender of P. Hiller for sweeping the school chimneys at Is each was accepted.  
There was no absentee list. Messrs McEwen, O'Leary, and Pauling were appointed visiting 
members, 
14th June 1901 The Masterton School Committee last night passed a resolution drawing the 
attention of the Minister for education to the fact that paid teachers in the large centres are 
entering into unfair competition with private and qualified persons "coaching" for 
examinations, and that the Minister be requested to have such regulations framed as will 
render such competition impossible. The Matron of the Masterton Hospital has tendered her 
resignation. 
19th June 1901 The Masterton School Cadets and the Church Lad’s Brigade left Masterton at 
10.30 o'clock this morning, en route for Christchurch where the companies take part in the  
grand military review 
28th June 1901  In a long report on the Teacher’s Salaries Commission was the following 
Some country teachers with houses provided were better off than others in towns. The 
headmaster of the Masterton School was better off as regards the cost of living than were 
headmaster in Wellington. (School housing was not provided in MASTERTON ) 
29th June 1901 We question if any head teacher in charge of cadets who went to the  recent 
manoeuvre down South, was more careful of the lads' welfare, or more attentive to their 
needs, than Mr W. H. Jackson, head-master of the Masterton Main School, who was in 
charge of the cadets from that school, No parent could scarcely have been more thoughtfully 
kind, and considerate to his children than Mr Jackson to the lads in his charge, all of whom 
spoke in terms of high appreciation of his constant attention to their comfort and welfare, 
1st July 1901 Miss Keeling, head mistress of the Masterton Infant School, returned home on 
Saturday evening after an extended visit to Australia for the benefit of her health. Miss 
Keeling's many friends will be pleased to learn that she has completely recovered from her 
indisposition. She resumed her duties at the opening of the Infant School this morning, 
4th July 1901 The Fernridge School has been kept closed on account of an outbreak of 
diphtheria. It has now been discovered, however, that children from this school ,have been 
sent to the Main School in Masterton, which contains 600 pupils. Considerable alarm and 
indignation have been expressed, and a special meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
was held this evening, when steps were taken to secure thorough isolation of the Fernridge 
scholars so far as the Masterton schools are concerned  
The Masterton 'School Committee tonight nominated Mr E. Feist for one of the vacant seats 
on the Wellington Education Board. 
4th July 1901 Emergency Meeting. The Question of Infectious Diseases. Children From 
Closed Schools Attending Other Schools. 
A special meeting of the Masterton  School Committee, held in the Technical School building 
last evening, was attended by Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), J, Carpenter, A. Vile, E. McEwen, 
R, K. Jackson, J. C. Ewington, H. O'Leary, J. H, Pauling, and J, L. Murray, The Secretary 
explained the object for which the meeting was called. He stated that he was informed by Mr 



J, Ewington that some of the pupils of the Fernridge School, (which is closed owing to a 
second outbreak of diphtheria), were going to attend the Masterton School. 
The Chairman stated that Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton School had told 
him yesterday afternoon that there was a report current that children from the Fernridge 
School were attending the Masterton School. Mr Jackson said that applications had been 
made for admittance, but he refused to receive the children, The report that there were 
children attending the school from the Fernridge school was not correct, 

Mr McEwen said he understood  that a Fernridge girl was sent home yesterday morning by 
the Headmaster, and there was still a Fernridge  boy attending the Masterton school,  
The Chairman mentioned that he knew nothing about that.  
Mr McEwen stated that he did not know whether the boy under notice had been attending the 
Fernridge  School, but he lived in that neighbourhood.  
Mr O'Leary thought the boy mentioned attended St. Patrick's school.  
Mr Vile stated that before he received notice of the meeting he was informed on good 
authority that several pupils from the Fernridge School were going to attend the Masterton 
School, He thought, however, that the Chairman's explanation was satisfactory, but still a re-
assuring resolution could be passed. He moved; ''That this Committee is satisfied that no 
children from the Fernridge School are at present attending the Masterton School, and that 
this Committee take every precaution to prevent children attending the Main School from, 
infected districts." 
Mr Ewington seconded the motion, which was carried,  
The Chairman mentioned that he would make enquiries regarding the matter of the boy from 
Fernridge attending the Masterton School. 
Mr O'Leary stated that even if the boy was attending St, Patrick's School it was a serious 
matter, He would make enquiries in that direction.  
Mr Ewington considered that it was a matter for the Board. Such contingencies should be 
guarded against, and children from schools closed on account of an epidemic should be 
prevented from attending another school,  
Mr Pauling considered that when a Head-master was unfortunate enough to have an epidemic 
at his school the children should not be allowed to go to another school, They would probably 
never return, and it was depriving the Head-master of his livelihood. 
Mr Murray considered it was necessary to call the attention of the proper authorities to the 
outbreak of disease, with a view of more care being taken. He stated that he had noticed a 
father of an affected family walking along Queen street and buying at various business 
places. He also knew of two cases where shopkeepers sent goods on approval to affected 
families but were not aware of the existence of the disease. Some steps should be taken to 
give publicity to the cases. 
After further discussion concerning the Health Act, it was decided, on the motion of Mr Vile, 
that the Borough Council and the County Council be requested to publish the names of 
people reported by a medical officer to be affected with disease, The meeting then closed 
4th July 1901 The Minister of Education has written to the Masterton School Committee 
stating that as State school teachers are not in the Civil Service, he cannot interfere in the 
matter of coaching 



5th July 1901 It has been discovered that one child from Fernridge school has been attending 
Masterton School without the knowledge of the head master. The child was to-day sent home 
12th July 1901 Committee Meeting. The monthly meeting of the Committee was held last 
night, there being present-Messrs E. Feist (chairman), J. Carpenter, A. Vile, J. C. Ewington, 
J. L. Murray, E. McEwen and H. O'Leary.  
Apologies for absence were received from Messrs A. H, Pauling and R. K. Jackson.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of .£16 13s 7d,  
Accounts amounting to ,£3 4s 4d were passed for payment.  
Mr A, Armstrong, Carterton, wrote eliciting the support of the Committee in connection with 
the election of members for the Education Board.  
A letter was received from the Assistant-Secretary of the Education Department, stating, in 
reference to the resolution of the Committee re unfair competition of State school teachers in 
" coaching," that teachers were not civil servants, and nothing could be done in the matter. 
Mr Vile said that lie did not intend to pursue the question any further, as he believed that in 
all probability a Bill would be introduced in this session which will bring the Education 
Board under the civil servants. 
The Health Officer, Dr. Mason, wrote advising the Committee to take every precaution 
respecting infectious diseases. 
Mr T. E. Skerrett wrote in reference to the Committee requiring asphalting at any time. 
Mr W. H. Jackson wrote, stating that he hoped to arrange an entertainment, as suggested by 
the Committee, after the examinations were over at the school. 
The visiting members reported that the children's shed had been whitewashed, and that the 
trees at the Main school required trimming. The visiting members were authorised to expend 
£1 on the work. 
Miss Keeling reported 94 on the roll, with an average attendance for the month of 73. The 
report suggested having doors placed on the outbuildings. It was decided to call the attention 
of the Clerk of Works to the matter. 
It was decided to request Mr Jackson to continue furnishing the Committee with a report. 
On the motion of Mr Murray, it was decided that unless accounts were rendered within one 
month after the liability is incurred they would not be recognised by the Committee. Some 
discussion took place on old accounts being rendered, and the members commented on the 
unsatisfactory state of such a method being adopted,  
The question of a settlement with Mr Fitzpatrick, who carried out the asphalting tit the 
school, was referred to the Chairman and Secretary,  
Mr Vile moved that in the opinion of this Committee the differentiation in school books in 
the various Education districts of this Colony imposed an unnecessary hardship upon parents, 
and that the Wellington Education Board be asked to use its influence to secure general 
uniformity in such books. Mr Ewington seconded the motion, which was carried,  
Messrs Vile, Carpenter and Ewington were appointed visiting members. 
13th JULY Masterton Trust Lands Trust When the Masterton Trust Lands Trust had under 
consideration the question of school grants, last evening, the Chairman remarked that the 
Trustees had been accused of extravagance in connection with school donations,  



What is that a fact, Mr Chairman?" interposed Mr Feist, " Dealing extravagantly with the 
public schools I am surprised at such a remark falling from the chairman of a body 
established for that purpose."  
Mr Renall stated that he was constantly being button-holed because they never gave enough. 
(Hear, Hear) 
18th July 1901 Arbor Day was celebrated here to-day by the planting of a few trees at the 
public, school. 
9th August 1901 A meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held at the Technical 
School last evening, There were present Messrs E, Feist (in the chair),!. J H Pauling, ,J, C. 
Ewington, .J. Carpenter, A. H. Vile, R. K. Jackson, H. O'Leary and E, McEwen.  
The minutes were read and confirmed. The Chairman thanked the Committee for their 
assisting his return as a member of the Education Board,  
The Secretary read the usual monthly statement showing the receipts to be £36 13s 7d, and 
expenditure £5 18s 10d leaving a credit balance of £30 14s 9d  
The visiting committee’s report was read and adopted. Mr Vile proposed, and Mr O'Leary 
seconded that the work recommended be carried out, with the exception of the sanitary work. 
The average attendance for the last month was 467; the number on the roll being 585. In the 
Infant school average 63; roll number, 90. 
In connection with the drawing examination to be held at the school on September 4th Messrs 
Pauling, Ewington and Carpenter were appointed to visit the school in the morning, and 
Messrs. Jackson and Vile and the Chairman in the afternoon. Mr McEwen proposed that the 
Committee ask the Education Board to alter the examination days from Wednesday to a 
Thursday us the former was very inconvenient. This was seconded by Mr O'Leary and 
carried. The Secretary was asked to write to the Board with reference to this matter.  
Accounts amounting to £5 8s were passed for payment.  
Mr Vile moved that the Wellington Education Board be applied to in terms of section 55 of 
the Education Act of 1877. and succeeding sections, to convert the main public school in 
Masterton into a District High School. 
Mr Vile said he only wished the motion to be seconded pro forma so as to give the committee 
time to Consider the subject before their next meeting. This was done by Mr Jackson and 
carried,  
Mr Carpenter moved and Mr Ewington seconded that Mr W.H, Jackson be asked to furnish 
particulars with reference to altering the public school into a District High School,- -Carried, 
Mr Pauling moved that in future the purchase of all school requisites be left in the visiting 
Committees bands so as they could sanction j their purchase, Seconded by Mr McEwen and 
carried. 
Mi' Hurray said that he considered one of the rooms at the school should he left during dinner 
hour, for the children to stay in. As it was now, the doors were locked and several of the 
teachers remained inside, and sat in front of a good fire warming their feet in comfort, while 
the poor children, especially during the severe weather lately, had to perish in the cold 
outside. Mr McEwen remarked that the same complaint had been made years ago, and he and 
Mr Hogg, M.H.R. visited the school one dinner hour, and found things exactly as Mr Murray 
had described.  



The matter was left for the incoming visiting committee, comprising Messrs Feist, Jackson 
and Murray, to deal with. 
 This concluded the business and the meeting adjourned. 
10th August 1901 At a meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening Mr A. Vile 
moved  in accordance with notice given, that the Education Board be asked to convert the 
main school into a district high school. He stated various reasons in support of the motion, 
and requested that the matter he held over till next meeting to allow of full discussion. This 
was agreed to. 
31st August 1901 A proposition, at present more 01 less in the an, initiated at the School 
Committee meeting by one of its most progressive members is (Mr. Arthur Vile), to convert 
the Masterton Main School into a District High School, is being discussed. At the last 
meeting of the Chamber of Commerce the matter was talked over, and a strong committee 
was appointed to make inquiries re site and other matters. As the time is ripe, for such a 
change, it is to be hoped the matter will not be allowed to rest until something definite is 
arranged. Indeed, it is not likely that the matter will rest, as its mover is not the sort of man to 
allow the grass to grow beneath his Trilbies, and though, like Sir Boyle Roches bird, he 
cannot be in two places at once, where he is he is felt. That's the main thing.  
4th September 1901 With regard to the application of the Masterton School Committee, that 
the Masterton School be made a District High School, -the Chairman of the Education Board 
will at the next meeting of the Board bring down a motion dealing with the request, which the 
Board is in favour of "granting.. 
5th September 1901 At the annual drawing examination at the Masterton School to-day 247 
papers were worked. 
13th September 1901 Monthly Meeting. 
The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last evening, There were present—
Messrs B, McEwen (in the chair), A. H. Vile, R, K. Jackson, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter and J, 
L. Murray, The minutes of the previous meeting were read  and confirmed, 
Mr Jackson's report with regard to the establishment of a District High School was read. He 
was not altogether in favour of a District High School being  established, In 1884 the 
Masterton public school was created a District High School, but in 1885, for various reasons, 
it was discontinued, Mr Jackson pointed out that an extra teacher and another room would he 
required. 
Mr Vile instanced the places in which High Schools have been or were about to be 
established.  
At the request of Mr Vile a deputation of the Chamber of Commerce waited on the 
Committee with regard to establishing a District High School in Masterton. 
Mr Keith said he could see nothing in Mr Jackson's report to make the Board refuse the 
application, He might say the deputation was in favour of the movement.  
Mr Boddington: The population of Masterton had increased treble what it was when they had 
a District High School here before, They had no class-room then, and held the classes in the 
corridor. Fees had to be paid, and there was no subsidy, The school started with twelve 
scholars, but gradually dwindled down, till at last secondary education was done away with in 
Masterton, The idea, he considered, would greatly benefit poor people who were not able to 
send their children to colleges or suchlike in Wellington,  



Mr Keith said that in Wanganui the High School and Technical School, instead of clashing, 
worked together,  
The Chairman thought it advisable that a District High School should be established here, It 
was not to say that because the experiment seventeen years ago was a failure that the present 
attempt would turn out in the same way, Masterton was more " go-ahead" now than then  
Mr Vile's motion, which was seconded pro forma at the previous meeting by Mr Jackson, was 
carried unanimously,  
The motion read "That the Wellington Education Board be applied to in terms of section 55 
of the Education Act of 1877, and succeeding sections, to convert the Main Public School in 
Masterton into a District High School.  
A vote of thanks was passed to the Chamber of Commerce deputation for their attendance 
and co-operation. The deputation then withdrew.  
The balance-sheet was read, showing receipts to be £42 14s 9d; expenditure, £26 8s 9d, 
leaving a credit  balance of £16 6s. 
Correspondence was received from the Secretary of the Education Department with regard to 
having a uniformity of books throughout the schools of New Zealand, 
The Registrar of the Technical  School, Wellington, wrote stating the drawing examinations 
were universally held all over New Zealand on a Wednesday, and therefore the date could not 
be altered to suit one particular place 
The Headmaster reported the average attendance at the Main School during the last month at 
502. There were 580 names on the roll. This gave an average attendance of 86 per cent, The 
average attendance at the Infant School was reported at 76, there being 92 names on the roll, . 
The Secretary was instructed to obtain four order books.  
Several small accounts were passed for payment,  
Messrs Murray and Jackson reported having waited on the Headmaster with regard to 
allowing the children to stay in the school during dinner-hour, but no satisfactory reply was 
obtained, If no satisfactory conclusion was come to, there was nothing left but for the 
Committee to erect a largo shelter shed for the children to play in during dinner hour,  
A motion proposed by Mr Carpenter, and seconded by Mr Vile, that the Masterton School 
Committee protest against the dismissal of Inspector Lee, was lost, the other members not 
caring to express any opinion till they had heard both sides of the question.  
A vote of thanks to Mr W. H, Jackson for his report concluded the meeting 
13th September 1901 At a meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening, a 
resolution was unanimously carried requesting the Education Board to convert the main 
school info a district high school. A resolution protesting against the dismissal of Inspector 
Lee was not carried, the majority of the committee preferring to wait till both sides are heard. 
14th September 1901 Last week the drawing examinations under the Wellington Education 
Board took place at the Masterton School. A considerable number of candidates sat, and the 
examination was supervised by Messrs. J. L. Murray, J. Carpenter, J H. Pauling, E. Feist, A. 
H. Vile, and R. K. Jackson 
20th September 1901 The Masterton school children were given a holiday to-day on account 
of the completion of the  examination yesterday. 



20th September 1901 The annual examination at the Masterton  Public School was completed 
yesterday and the very satisfactory results obtained in all branches of the work is very 
gratifying to Mr W H. Jackson, headmaster, and the efficient staff of teachers, The following 
is the pass list;- 

Standard I—Boys—Wilfred Andrews, Milton Archer, Robert Cameron, Herbert Downes, 
Alfred Donald, Percy Evernden, Edwin Easthope, George Elliotte, Ernest Franks, Maurice 
Fuller, Fredrick Graham, Satily Gordon, Fredrick Gapper, Hubert Huston, Roland Hatch, 
Hurry Heyhoe, Stanley Hoar, Alfred Ibbetson, Cecil James, Cyril La Roche, Stanford Low, 
Burtram Livingstone, Bertie McWhinnie, Norman Miller, Reginald Miller, Norman Morris, 
Herbert Munn, Sydney Munn, Stacey Maunsell, Eric Magnusson, Osman, Isaac Sykes, 
Joseph Thompson, Harry Williams, Clarence Walker, Herbert Yates, Kay Shaw, Leonard 
Simonsen; Arthur Ward.  
Girls—Mabel Alexander, Rita Arnold, Myra Andrews, Minnie Bentley, Dorothy Chisholm, 
May Cole, May Christensen, Bessie Corkhill, Gladys Church, Una Dixon, Doris Dixon, 
Gladys Daniell, Mildred Hailstone, Annie Fraser, Jessie Fraser, Myrtle Falk, Ada Cordon, 
Dorothy Hounslow, Ruby Jones, Nellie Millar, Gladys Murray, Evelyn McCormack, Gladys 
Moore, Christina McKenzie, Dorothy Nicolson, Millicent Norman, Edith Pycroft, Jessie 
Robins, Dorothy Halter, Lavinia Tat, Ella Williams, Ina Williams, Doris Turner, Adelia 
Syverston , Bertha Holloway.  
Standard  II—Boys.—Charles Ashley, Herbert Billington, Hector Braggins, Ross Beveridge, 
George Brooks, Thomas Brooks, Percy Chapman, Alick Coburn, Thomas Corkhill, John 
Cross, Arthur Cowper, Hylton Dixon, Clarence Evernden, Edward Flanigan, Maximilian 
Gandar , Roy Gray, Stephen Harris, Herman Von Keisenberg, Arthur Yon Keisenberg, Orien 
Knight, Roland King, Harold Lett, Lawrence Mason, Archy Montgomery, Percy Peterson, 
Alfred Pauling, Hugh Riddick, Clifford Rive, Albert Rigg, Horace Simonsen, Stanley 
Temple, Jack Wintringham, Norman Williams, Ernest Wise, Oscar Wellington, Arthur 
Wheeler.  
Girls.—Florence Beer, Constance Braggins, Hilda Bentley, Ellen Byrn, Winnie Evernden, 
Sarah Fowles, Lucy Gunther, Lilian Gough, Alice Hunter, Harriet Hounslow, Ethel Johnston, 
Alma Miller, Florence Mabson, Lily Marsh, Kathleen Montgomery, Chrissie Morton, Gladys 
Nicholson, Ethel Olliver , Elsie O'Meara, Eva Pragnell, Lucy Reid, Winnie Rayner, Maud 
Reardon, Freda Redman, Lucy Saker, Lily Swanson, Violet Spearman, Fanny Snell, Nelly 
Watson, Ruby Williams, Constance Miller. 
Standard III—Boys.-John Andrews John Cox, Daniel Cole, Fred Dixon, Archie Dixon, 
George Edlin, David Falls, Walter Flaws, Malcolm Eraser, Edwin Harrod, Robert Holms, 
Rupert Hatch, Earl Huston, Noel Hewitt, James Heyhoe, Otto Ibbetson, George Jackson, 
Percy Jackson, Herbert Jones, Fred Mackay, Hubert Mcintosh, Fred Pauling, Edwin Rigg, 
Victor Sutton, Berthel Syverston, Ernest Simonson, George Scrimgeour, Cecil Thoumine, 
Edward Tc Tau.  
Girls.—Ada Allen, Evelyn Byrn, Blanche Beere, Ruth Curham, Ada Darvill, Constance 
Easthope, Eva Ewington, Ella Jones, Rose Jackson, Blanche Knight, Mary McKenzie, Alice 
McKeon, Doris Millar, Hilda Moore, Aileen Murray, Edith Murray, Minnie Physick, Elsie 



Pulford. Emily Peters, Elsie Rees, Lily Reynolds, Hilda Reeves, Muriel Spackman, Amy 
Shaw, Madge Townsend, Daisy Terry, Dora Walker, and Stella Williams,  
Standard  IV—Boys.—Jocelyn Andrews, Carl Andricksen, Jack Berry, Bertie Broadbent, 
Victor Billington, Percy Church, Charles Cole, James Deane, Hubert Daniell, John Eves, 
Stanley Edwards, William Flawes, Eric Fuller, Edwin Greathead, Stanley Hogg, Phillip 
Hyde, Nathaniel Hooper, Herbert Hewitt, Arthur Hoar, William James, Jones Henry, Leonard 
King, David La Roche, Gordon Laing, Edward Lyttle, Charles Lyttle, Charles Munn, Thomas 
Miller, John McMullen, James McMullen, Cyril Nettlefold, Fred Phillips, Claude Russell, 
James Spackman, Jarl Syverston, George Sowman, Victor Swanson, Purvis Spearman, 
Warren Williams, Edgar Williams, Charles Yates.  
Girls.-Maud Adams, Emily Allen, Elsie Alexander, Eunice Cox, Josephine Curham, Nina 
Christensen, Jessie Campbell, Alice Campbell, Bure Chisholm, Winnie Carpenter, Annie 
Dixon, Ida Daniell, Elsie Easthope, Constance Elliott, June Falls, Laura Forman, Elsie 
Franks, Florence Green, Mary Gordon, Millicent Gordon, Chrissie Graham, Mabel Holmes, 
Winnie Hunter. Greta Hustole . Maud Hounslow, Mizpah Hayes, Lily Jackson, Dorothy 
Jackson, Phyllis Langley, Ivy McKenzie, Matilda McNair, Constance McEwen, Nellie 
Matthews, Mabel Marsh, Winnie Millar, Julia O'Neil, Violet Pragnell, Olive Richards, 
Margaret Robins, Nell! Robins, Ethel Stone, Madge Tail, Constance Tooby, Stella 
Winzenburg, Maud Wagg, Eva Wallis,  
Standard V. —Girls—Sophia Allen, Laura Arnold, Edith Barrett, Violet Carpenter, Milly 
Coradine, Jennie Deane, Vera Edwards, Evelyn Elliott, Daisy Greenwood, Gladys Gray, 
Flora Heard, Ivy Hooper, Rita Hooper, Sidney Jackson, Lily Jones, Winnie Logan, Minnie 
Lyttle, Gladys Mackay, Lily Osman, Maud Oliver, Lily Reed, Gladys Smith, Hetty Smith, 
Sybil Styles, Myrtle Winteringham.  
Boys—Percy Braggins, Rupert Byford, Walter Campbell, Stanley Cresswell, George Daysh, 
Thomas Eaton, Joseph Fraser, Ben Hounslow, Edward Low, Fred Lyttle, Lester Minifie, 
George Morris, Eldon Moore, Wm. Muir, Colin McEwen, Geoffrey Rawson, Robert 
Reardon, Harry Russell, Fred Riddick, Thomas Treen, Harold White, Archie Williams, 
Victor Williams, John Wylie. 
Standard  VI.-Boys- Herbert  Braggins, Henry Braggins, John Christensen, Allan Cave, John 
Coradine, Arthur Donald, David Easthope, Andrew Fraser, Donald Finlayson, Richmond 
Hooper, Monty Iggulden, Bertie Jackson, Basil Keith, Bertie Johns, George Long, Clarence 
Morris, Leonard Norman, Wilfred Rigg, Frank Spackman, George Smith, Claude Turner, 
Charles Taylor, Richard Williams.  
Girls-Hilda Berry, Elsie Barney, Phyliss Chisholm, Florae Cox, Effie Dixon, Agnes Eves, 
Fay Hogg, Annie Hounslow, Elsie Jones, Mary Johnstone, Ethel James, Winnie Jones, Ernest 
Von Keisenberg, Alice Michell, Edith Michell, Inn McKenzie, Gerty Pauling, Emilie' 
Stevens, Nellie Chapman. 
Standard VII—Boys,—George Apperley, Leonard Daniell, Norman Dorset, Leonard Hooper, 
William Logan, Archie Pragnell, Thomas Rawson, Rupert Sutton, James Tait, Frank Wallis. 
Girls-Edith Exell, Ethel Greenwood, Ivy Iorns, Olive Iorns, Amy Jones, Annie King, Wallace 
Pinkerton, Ruth Prior, Nellie Reid, Elsie Richards, Ella Townsend, Olive Winteringham, 
Florrie Winzenburg, 



26th September 1901 With regard to the application of the Masterton School Committee, that 
the Masterton School be made a District High School, -the Chairman of the Education Board 
will at the next meeting of the Board bring down a motion dealing with the request, which the 
Board is in favour of granting. 
2nd October 1901 Much satisfaction is expressed here at the decision of the Education Board 
to convert the local school into a district .high school. This will mean a considerable saving to 
the district, and will enable a large number of children to avail themselves of secondary 
education 
7th October We take it for granted that a High School for Masterton is both desirable and 
necessary. The question is as to the better way of establishing such a school so that it may 
serve the cause of education in this town, The Education Board is favourable to the proposal, 
and may he expected to add a wing to the present State school buildings, and to appoint a 
small special stall' to conduct the high classes, under the supervision of the present esteemed 
chief, Mr W. H, Jackson. Taking a broad view of the future development of education in 
Masterton, we are sensible that there exist other considerations that may  modify a course of 
this kind. We have not only to provide for High School teaching, but also for technical 
training, and it is evident to our mind that the two should be arranged together under the 
control of the Education Board, and the supervision of the Masterton School Committee. It 
would be an advantage to raise the status of this Committee so that it should be representative 
of the best local intelligence in both High School and technical teaching. Looking ahead, we 
feel that the management of our Technical School should, in the future, be transferred into the 
hands of the Masterton School Committee. Following out this idea of the combined working 
of High and Technical Schools—housed, we suggest, in the same building-it is at once 
evident that the State School is insufficiently central for the purpose; at the same time the 
Education Board could not be expected to build on other than its own freehold land. The only 
solution of this difficulty appears to be the erection of a building suitable for High School and 
Technical School, in the more central acre in Victoria-street, which is the property of the 
Board. This site is but two hundred yards away from the Post Office, whereas the Main 
School is a mile distant from this recognised centre of the town. It is of importance that, at the 
present time, questions of this character should be exhaustively discussed, so that the High 
School may be started under the best possible auspices; and, if possible, the Technical School 
may benefit  by combination with the High School. We merely throw out a suggestion for the 
consideration of those interested in the question, It seems to us that if the Education Board 
were asked by the School Committee to erect a special building on its own land in Victoria-
street, to be used for High School teaching in the day time, and for technical instruction in the 
evenings, it would probably comply with the request, more especially if the Town Lands 
Trust, which takes a special interest in technical education, gave the Board such 
encouragement and help in founding the new school as might be justified by its ample means, 
and its special function to promote and extend all educational establishments. It will be seen 
that our object is to provide in Masterton one strong administrative committee competent to 
deal with State Schools, High School, and Technical School; and wo feel sure that, in the 
long run, a united management of this kind will be more effective than divided control. When 
a High School is established in this town we have to consider not what it will be at the first, a 
class-room for n score of pupils, but what it is likely to into during the next few years. Within 



five years, it may number fifty pupils; and it would be a mistaken economy to provide a 
building for a less number at the present time, Much money as the Education Board can justly 
expend on with an object might  be supplemented by a Town Lands Trust grant and by 
private donations, We, ourselves, would like the job done handsomely, believing that the 
town will derive a greater benefit  from a substantial  and comprehensive project than from 
any mere makeshift enterprise. 
8th October 1901 The Proposed Masterton High School. [TO THE EDITOR. Sir, —Now that 
the  resolution passed in favor of a District High School by our School Committee has been 
endorsed by the Wellington Education Board, we may expect shortly to sec our hopes reused 
ns regards being provided with further educational facilities foe the boys and girls of 
Masterton, Our first endeavour should be to get the District High School firmly established. If 
that proves a success then we should he encouraged to consider the divisibility of going a step 
further, .e., in the direction of a High School. There appears to be a general misconception as 
far as I can ascertain, as to what is meant by a District High School. It is simply this—as I. 
have been informed on reliable authority—an additional two rooms or wing would probably 
require lo be added to the present State School, where boys under the supervision of a master 
especially appointed are taught subjects not at present comprised in the present teaching. 
Those boys and girls who have passed the Sixth standard, and, of course, those of the seventh 
would be entitled to be taught three additional subjects—say mathematics, Euclid and 
Latin—without payment of fees; but those children who have not passed either of these 
standards, but whoso parents are desirous of their being taught these subjects in addition to 
those the present State school provides—could do so, but subject to payment of a small fee, 
which, after all, would be almost nominal. 
The great advantage of a District High School is this—that parents who arc desirous that their 
boys or girls should receive sufficient training to enable them to become eligible for 
appointment in any of the numerous government departments or other commercial offices, 
are thus given the facilities at an extremely low cost, within the reach of many—of at least, 
two years further teaching—sufficient to enable a boy  or girl of fair intelligence to pass, say 
the Civil Service Examinations, But the all  important thing at present is that there should be 
a sufficient number of parents in Masterton who are prepared to support this movement in the 
direction of a District High School by sending their children to it, and there should not be a 
less number at the start than say twenty-five, otherwise it is not likely to prove a success, The 
further advantages in connection with establishing n District High School in our midst, I will 
treat on another occasion, I only desire  at present to impress on the parents of Masterton the 
urgent necessity, if they honestly desire that their boys and girls should reap some of the 
advantages that are being obtained in so many other centres of New Zealand, to show that 
desire by giving support to the present  movement.— 
l am, etc., Alfred P Rawson, Masterton, October 7th, 1901 
10th October 1901 Annual Report Wellington Education Board The following extracts will 
prove of interest; —Masterton School: Headteacher, Mr Jackson. The examination results 
showed the school as a whole to be in its usual state of efficiency, Thoroughly good work 
was done by the infants, though in view of the numbers we are of opinion that more than two 
teachers arc required for this department. The Committee and Headmaster are to be 



congratulated in the matter of the school appointments and grounds, in which latter respect 
this school is especially fortunate,  
St. Patrick's Catholic School; Teacher Sister Bridget, Much improvement is apparent in the 
work of this school. More oral work is recommended, The paper work of the upper Standards 
was neatly and carefully done,—T. R, Fleming, F, H. Bakewell, Inspector 
11th October 1901 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening. Present, Messrs J. Feist (in the chair), J. C. Ewington, E. 
McEwen, J. L. Murray, A. H. Vile, Jackson, O'Leary and Carpenter..  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of £7 4s -4d,  
An apology for absence was received from Mr Nicie on account of his having to go South on 
business.  
A letter was read by the Chairman from Mr E. A. Israel, a former resident of Masterton , but 
now of Napier, in which the writer wished to have placed on record his appreciation of the 
excellent teaching his children received at the Masterton School, and the Committee on 
having such an excellent head-master as Mr Jackson.  
The Chairman remarked that he was glad to get such letters from parents with, regard to the 
progress of their children,  
A circular was read from Messrs A.W. Hogg, F. Brady, John Young, and. James Robertson, 
members of the Wellington Education Board, in reference to Inspector Lee's dismissal, and 
setting forth the reasons which the Board had in retiring him, 
The Mount Cook School Committee forwarded a resolution passed by them that "a standard 
and uniform set of school books be used in all the New Zealand schools, and the same to be 
of colonial manufacture."  
The Chairman said that the matter had come before them before, but he considered it 
impossible to have a uniform set of books.  
Mr Vile proposed, and Mr Ewington seconded, that this Committee endorse. the resolutions 
passed by the Mount Cook School Committee with regard to having a uniform set of school 
books throughout the Colony—Carried.  
The series of resolutions passed by the City and Suburban School Committee in reference to 
the retirement of Inspector Lee were read.  
The Chairman said no steps should taken in the matter till after the enquiry' had been made. 
There was a diversity of opinion amongst School Committees with' regard to the matter and 
seeing that all committees had not sent in statements,, and that an enquiry was to be made, he 
would not like to see the local School Committee take any action till after the enquiry. 
It was resolved that the circular be received. 
A letter was received from the Education Board with regard to the establishing of a District 
High School, stating that the local Committee's application had been approved of.  
Mr Sherratt wrote offering to repair the asphalt court at the school for £l, Committee to find 
the tar. 
Mr McEwen said that he had seen Mr Sherratt, and he was willing to find labour, tar, etc., 
and do the work for £4. There was no tar to be had in Masterton, and Mr Sherratt would have 
to send to Palmerston for it. 
The visiting committee's report, stating that the dividing fence in the girls’ playground 
required shifting and the asphalt .court wanted repairing, was read, 



The Chairman thought it would not be advisable to remove the fence till after the drainage 
scheme was finished,  
 On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Vile, it was resolved that the order for £5 of 
Mr Jackson's be paid,  
The Headmaster's report showed the total number of pupils on the roll to be 588, the average 
attendance 533, and 91 the percentage, Mr Jackson urged the Committee to try and get the 
school connected with the drainage scheme.  
There were 86 names on the roll of the Infant School and the average attendance was 80. 
Willi regard to connecting the school with the drainage scheme, Mr Ewington said that the 
Council were only too willing and anxious that it should be so. After considerable discussion 
it was resolved that a copy of the headmaster's report be forwarded to the Council for their 
earliest consideration.  
The Chairman said Mr Jackson had wired down to the Education Board with regard to 
closing the school on Arbor Day and had received a reply that the Committee could take what 
steps it liked in the matter, and so it was decided not to close the school. 
Mr Murray moved and Mr Vile seconded, that the visiting committee be authorised to sec 
that the asphalt court at the school is repaired.  
Mr O'Leary , moved as an amendment that applications be called for tarring and sanding the 
asphalt court, Mr Ewington  seconded. On being put to the meeting the amendment was 
carried.  
Accounts amounting lo £11 15s -4d were passed for payment, subject to being certified to by 
Mr Nicie.  
Messrs Vile, Carpenter, and Ewington were elected visiting members for the month, 
15th Oct 1901 The district scholarship examination, under the Wellington Education Board, is 
proceeding at the Masterton School to-day. 
19th October  1901 Annual Drawing' Examination. Public School Masterton  
. The following is a list of passes ; Freehand —Jocelyn Andrews, Jack Andrews, Bertie 
Broadbent, Edith  Barrett, Richard Barrett, Winnie Carpenter, Walter Campbell, Effie Dixon, 
Annie Dixon, Archie Dixon, Edwin Greathead, Daisy Greenwood, Flora Heard, Winnie 
Jones, Basil Keith, Ernest Keisenberg, William Logan, Maggie Lett, Minnie Lyttle, Ian 
McKenzie, Colin McEwen, Hubert Mcintosh, Edith Murray, Kate Oliver, Wallace Pinkerton, 
Gertie Pauling, Dorothy Pinkney, Nellie Robins, Geoffrey Rawson, Harry Russell, Robert 
Reardon, Maggie Robins. Jarl Syverston, Frank Spackman, Hettie Smith, Gladys Smith, 
George Scrimgeour, Ernest Simonsen, Daisy Terry, Cecil Thoumine, Edward To Tau, Olive 
Winteringham, Warren Williams, Harold White, Victor Williams, John Wyllie, Fred Lyttle 
Geometry.—Carl Andricksen, Maud Adams, Emily Allen, Laura Arnold, Bertie Broadbent 
(good), Jack Berry (good), Winnie Carpenter, Jessie Campbell, Alice Campbell, Burt 
Chisholm, Percy Church, Richard Campbell (excellent), Eunice Cox, Hubert Daniell, James 
Deane, John Rives (good), Elsie Easthope  (good), William Flaws, Edwin Greathead, 
Florence Green, Mary Ann Gordon (good), Nathaniel Hooper, Herbert Hewitt (excellent), 
Stanley Hogg, Mabel Holmes, Mizpah Hayes, Henry Jones, Gordon Laing, Phyllis Langley, 
Ivy McKenzie, Charles Munn, Matilda McNair, Mabel Marsh, Minnie Miller, Ella Mason, 
Cyril Nettlefold  (excellent), Nellie Robins (good), Olive Richards, Nellie Reid, Jarl 



Syverston (excellent), Valentine Vennell  (good), Warren Williams, Florence Winzenburg, 
Stella Winzenburg.  
Model.—Elsie Benney, Henry Braggins, Herbert Braggins, Allan Cave, John Coradine, 
Phyllis Chisholm, John Christensen, Leonard Daniell, David Easthope, Ethel Greenwood, 
Leonard Hooper, Richmond Hooper, Annie Hounslow, Bertie Johns, Basil Keith, William 
Logan, George Long, Alice Mitchell, Leonard Norman, Wallace Pinkerton, Archie Pragnell, 
Elsie Richards, Wilfred Rigg, Frank Spackman, George Smith, Claude Turner (good), Olive 
Winteringham, Richard Williams, Donald Findlayson (excellent),  
Scale,—Percy Braggins, Rupert Byford (excellent), Walter Campbell, Richard Campbell, 
Stanley Cresswell, Violet Carpenter, Jennie Deane, George Daysh, Norman Dorset 
(excellent), Vera Edwards, Evelyn Elliott, Joseph Eraser, Edward Feely, Daisy Greenwood, 
Gladys Gray, Ivy Hooper, Ben Hounslow, Winnie Jones, Sidney Jackson, Minnie Lyttle, Fred 
Lyttle, Edward Low, Alex. Long, Geo. Morris (excellent), Eldon Moore, William Muir, Lily 
Osman, Maud Olliver , Dorothy Pinkney, Henry Pauling (good), Geoffrey Rawson, Henry 
Russell, Robt, Reardon  (good), Hetty Smith, Geo, Smith, Sybil Styles, Francis Truscott, 
Thomas Treen (good), Ernest Tooby, Archie Williams, Myrtle Winteringham, 
19th October 1901 The prospects  of a High School m Masterton look very bright There is 
only one opinion possible among sensible men as to the advisability of such an institution 
However, it not wise to be too sure fi the Education Board. You may back them in a certain 
direction, but you never  know it they are triers " Nevertheless, in spite of doubts, there are 
well-founded reasons to affirm that the wishes of the community will, on this occasion, 
receive the support of the grave, rather too grave, if not Reverend, seignors   who form the 
sanhedrun  of the Wellington Board 
31st October 1901 Wellington Education Board Plans were ordered to be prepared for 
connecting the Masterton school with the drainage system 
31st October 1901 Wellington Education Board The proposals to establish district high 
schools at Masterton and Greytown were mentioned at the Education Board yesterday. The 
Chairman of the  Board (Mr. Blair) said the Masterton School Committee proposed- to avail 
itself of the services of a teacher (for the higher subjects of a secondary school) now in its 
employ, but that could not be done, as it would be against the regulations. The regulations as 
to district high schools required that such a school must be fully staffed, and that would 
necessitate the appointment of another secondary teacher at Masterton. After discussion the 
Board decided to approve the Masterton Committee's proposal to establish a district high 
school, and commend the matter to the consideration of the Education Department 
2nd November 1901 THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Scholarship Examinations. The following arc the marks attained by scholars attending the 
Board Schools who competed in this year's scholarship examinations, The scholarships will 
not be awarded until the next meeting of the Board. The total possible marks in B and C 
Classes is 650 :  
Class B for children attending schools beyond the boundaries of the city of an average 
attendance exceeding 200. Three scholarships. The following is the complete list Elsie 
Johnstone, Petone, 553; Rupert Sutton, Masterton, 480; Ethel Greenwood, Masterton , 475; 
Ivy Iorns, Masterton, 475 Leonard Daniell, Masterton, -464; Charles Andrews, Petone, 455; 



Bertha Reeve, Pahiatua, 453 ; Florence Rose, Brooklyn, 450; Fred. Mothes, Petone, 421; 
Sylvia Wakeman, Pahiatua, 396; Charles Fairbrother, Carterton, 307,  
It will be noticed that two Masterton candidates -Ivy Iorns and Ethel Greenwood—tie for the 
third scholarship. In such cases the Board has generally granted scholarships to both 
candidates. This is the third year in succession that the Masterton School has gained three 
scholarships.  
Plans were ordered to be prepared for connecting the Masterton school with the drainage 
system 
13th November 1901 Cost of Proposed Extensions. Further Additions Contemplated. With 
respect to the proposed extensions in connection with the Masterton drainage scheme, the 
Engineer furnished an estimate of the cost, at the Borough Council, last evening. The 
extension to the main school, along Russell-Street was estimated to cost £400 
15th November 1901 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Monthly Meeting. The monthly meeting of the above Committee was held last evening, 
Present: Messrs E. McEwen (in the chair), It. K, Jackson, J, L. Murray, A. Vile and O'Leary. 
Owing to the absence of the Chairman (Mr Feist), very little business was done. 
Correspondence was read from the Education Board, Wellington stating that a member of the 
Board would visit Masterton, and report on the cost of connecting the school with the 
drainage works,  
The monthly report of the Infant School showed the number on the roll to be 85, and the 
average attendance 75. The visiting member (Mr Vile) stated that several little things at the 
Infant School wanted attending to, and it was resolved that the visiting members for the 
month see to them.  
With regard to tarring the asphalt court at the school, it was decided to leave the matter in Mr 
H, K, Jackson's hands, It was resolved on the motion of Mr Jackson, seconded by Mr Murray, 
that applications for the position of be called, Mr Murray, was appointed acting Secretary, 
With reference to the proposed school concert, it was pointed out that preparations were 
being made for it. Messrs Feist, Jackson and Murray were appointed visiting members for the 
month. This concluded the business 
15th November 1901 MASTERTON SCHOOL. APPLICATIONS are invited for the position 
of Secretary to the Masterton School Committee, at a salary of £10 per milium. Applications 
must be in the hands of the undersigned not later than 1 p.m. on Thursday, November 21,  
J. L. MURRAY, Acting-Secretary. 
20th November 1901 It is probable (says the local Star) that the Masterton School will be 
converted into a District High School within the next three months. One additional teacher 
will be required 
27th November 1901 Part of  a long article headed Willis Street Fire included Ruth Gudess 
Crawford, wife of the deceased, said her husband’s name was William Isaac Crawford He 
was aged about thirty-six or thirty-seven years. He was a journalist and had been a 
schoolmaster in New South Wales. He was a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and had 
been principally engaged in scholastic work. He had been residing in Masterton for the past 
eighteen months and had started a boys’ grammar school there. Witness had recognised the 
body. There were two children. She had last seen him alive in Masterton on the previous 
Thursday. He had not. taken any quantity of alcohol to her knowledge for several months 



previously. He had come to Wellington on some business matters with the New Zealand 
Loan and Mercantile  Agency Company and others. She believed he had at least £2O in his 
possession in Wellington on the Friday, but this had. not been found since 
27th November 1901 Mr William R. M. Easthope has been appointed to succeed Mr "William 
Nicie as secretary of the Masterton School 
4th December 1901 In a long article on Mr Lee’s rebuttal on his action as Inspector included 
This boy was the son of a labourer in the country. He passed the sixth standard  and held a 
good recommendation from the master of his school. His mother thought he would make a 
good teacher; said he loved the work. I took him by the hand and secured for him a trial in the 
Masterton school. He was only 15; a mere child, he played with the other children, and he 
lacked the qualities of a disciplinarian. At the conclusion of his six months’ probation, he also 
had to go; and he is now in a position where, I believe, he will make his mark in spite of Mr 
Lee’s bad testimonial. Mr Lee proceeds to condemn the method of appointing pupil teachers. 
That the system is far from perfect, and might be improved, the Board has never denied. 
9th December 1901 
The Masterton School boys journeyed to Greytown on Saturday, and met the local school 
boys, The Masterton boys made 65 in their first innings, Greytown replying with 127. 
Masterton in their second attempt ran up 75. requiring 14 to win Greytown made 15 for the 
loss of one wicket and so won by 9 wickets and two runs, Armstrong and Workman batted 
well for the local boys, as did Rawson and Long for Masterton, Workman captured most 
wickets for the local team and Long for Masterton, 
The following are the .scores:— Greytown School,—Armstrong, c V. Williams, b Curham, 
44; Madsen, b Rawson, 0; Workman, b Long, 23; Freeman, c Long, b Rawson, 3; Maxton, c 
Pearpoint, b Long, 5; Wakelin, b Pearpoint, 9; Hawke, c Truscott, b Long, 11; Cameron, b 
Curham, 13; Hodge, c Coradine, b Long, 5; Mead, not out 0; Jackson, b Curham 0; extras, 17. 
Total, 127, 
Second Innings, Armstrong, not out, 6; Cameron, b Rawson, 1; Workman, out, 0; extras, 2. 
Total, 1 wicket four  
Masterton School—First Innings—Rawson, c Maxton, b Freeman, 15; Truscott, b Freeman,!; 
Long, c Armstrong, b Workman, 1; 11. Williams, b Freeman, 0; L, Pearpoint, b Workman, 1; 
V. Williams, c and b Freeman, C; Coralline, b Workman, 2; Turner, c Hodge, b Workman, 8; 
Curham, b Freeman, 3; Iggulden, c Hawke, b Armstrong, 4; H, Pearpoint, not out,; extras, 20; 
total, 65, Second Innings Long, b Workman, 26; V. Williams, b Freeman, 0; Truscott, c and b 
Workman, 3; Turner, c Jackson, b Workman, 7; Rawson, b Workman, 19; R. Williams, run 
out, 4; L, Pearpoint, b Workman,! ; Iggulden Workman, 1; White, L.B.W., b Freeman, 0; 
Hoar, b Workmen, 0; Curham, not out, 0; extras, 10; total, 75. The return match will probably 
be played at Masterton next Saturday 
10th December 1901  A meeting of representatives of the various school committees 
throughout the Wairarapa was convened to be held in Masterton, last evening, to consider the 
disposal of the Government grant, amounting to about £5 was for the Wairarapa schools for 
the purpose of distributing prizes to scholars for swimming. The local School Committee was 
the only one represented. It was decided to make application for the whole amount, and to use 
it in connection with the Masterton school on the conditions stipulated. 



13th December 1901 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held in the Technical School last evening. .._ There were  present—Messrs Feist (in the. 
chair), McEwen, O'Leary, Pauling, Murray and Jackson.  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of M £25 3s 4d,  
The Chairman read a copy of a letter which had been forwarded to the Bank Manager, 
notifying that Mr Easthope had been appointed Secretary and was authorised to sign cheques. 
The Secretary was instructed to notify the Education Board of his appointment  
The Chairman stated that the resolution passed at the special meeting of the Committee  
Applying for the whole of the amount (£5 14s 7d) allotted by the Education Board for prizes 
for swimming, would be given effect to and the money paid to the Committee Mr W. H. -
Jackson stated in his monthly report that the money. should form  nucleus  of a fund for 
establishing  proper swimming baths but, said Mr Feist, this could could not be entertained as 
the money was given on the condition it was to be allotted as prizes for swimming 
competitions to be open to all the Wairarapa schools. ,  
The Secretary of the Education Board . wrote slating that the Government wish to know if the 
Committee required a flag 9 ft by 4 ft 6 in which would cost 12s 6d; or one 12 ft by 6 ft 
which would cost £l, in terms of their circular of October ' last.  
Mr McEwen said the matter had been before the Committee before.  
Mr Murray said that the Board had made them an offer some time ago, of two similar flags, 
with the alternative of accepting their cash value, and they had decided to accept, the one for 
the Infant school, but take instead of the flag for the other school..  
Mr Feist moved, and Mr Murray seconded, that the Secretary be instructed to write to the 
Education Board. drawing attention to a letter from the Committee, dated June 18th, 1901, 
accepting  the flag for the infant school, and the £1 instead of the flag for the other school,   
It was pointed out the £1 had not yet been received.  
The motion was carried.  
The Education Board wrote notifying the Committee that the Clerk of Works had been 
instructed to report on the matter of connecting the school with the drainage scheme, The 
Chairman said that the Clerk would be sent up from Wellington next week and is was hoped 
the work would be done during the holidays. 
A letter was read from Mr C. E. Sherratt, re tarring and sanding the asphalt court,  
The average attendance at the Infant School was reported as 77, the number of names on the 
roll being 86,  
The number of names on the roll of the Main School was reported as 587, ; the average- 
attendance 501, percentage 85. Mr Jackson in his report, drew attention to the fact that the 
school ground was not being used by any outside cricket club. 
Mr McEwen moved; and Mr Murray seconded, that the matter of shifting a fence between the 
girls' playground and  the front ground be left for the visiting members to deal with.—
Carried. : 
Accounts amounting to £8 15s were passed for payment. The visiting members for the month 
arc:, Messrs-McEwen,' O'Leary and Pauling. 
16th December 1901 Masterton School V. Greytown School. The Greytown school boys 
journeyed to Masterton on Saturday and played the local schoolboys on the school grounds, 



The game resulted in a win for the visitors by 15 runs. Masterton went in first and made 28 
(V. Williams being top scorer With S, not out.) Greytown replied with 43 (Armstrong 17) 
20th December 1901 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Concert and Calisthenic Display. 
The pupils of the Masterton Public School gave  a concert and calisthenic display in the 
Masterton Town Hall, last evening. The Hall was packed, a tribute to the interest taken in the 
school children. The whole programme was gone through from first to last without. a hitch, 
and some of the items reflected great credit on the pupils, and those who had trained them. 
The first item on the programme  was an overture, very nicely ..played by Master Rupert 
Sutton. When the curtain was raised the stage presented a very pretty sight, the white dresses 
of the girls blending nicely with the scenery around them. The two choruses" Como let us all 
be merry" and "Trip it Lightly" were effectively rendered by the scholars and evidenced 
careful training. The part song," A Bird is Sweetly Singing," was the next item by the 
scholars, and this, too, was well rendered. Miss Ethel James gave a recitation, "Canterbury's 
Speech" (from Shakespeare's Henry V.) in a manner that was deservedly applauded by the 
audience. The next items, two rounds entitled, " The Five Bells of Osney," and" O'er the 
Hill," were very nicely given by the scholars and reflected creditably on both teachers and 
pupils. The patriotic song, " One Flag, One Speech, One Empire " (Rev. Anson Cato), which 
followed was greeted with rounds of applause. The next items, two choruses "Bonnie Dundee 
"and " The Whistling Farmer Boy " were also loudly applauded. A recitation entitled 
"Prologue" (Henry V.) was delivered by Miss Olive Winteringham With an histrionic power 
which indicated close  study, aptitude and teaching. The first part of the programme was 
brought to a close by the Sol-Fa Exercise, and the round,'" Up, Up, and Away," by the 
scholars.  
The second part of the programme was opened by Misses Olive and Ivy Iorns, who played a 
duet, "Mazurka des Traineaux," with excellent precision, the young performers acquitting 
themselves very creditably indeed. The Flag Drill by the junior boys was very neatly done. 
The item that followed was one of the best on the programme. This was the Scarf Drill by the 
junior girls. The scene as the curtain went up, with the little girls all nicely dressed . white, 
was indeed both appropriate and picturesque. The clever way in which they 'went through 
their drill brought forth spontaneous bursts of applause from the audience. The dialogue, 
"Child and Bird," was very nicely given by Misses Grace Greathead and Myrtle Reed.. The 
trio, "The Old Brigade," (mandolin, violin, and piano), by Misses Wolff, A. Rive and E. E, 
Greenwood, was most deservedly applauded. The Indian Club Drill, by the Sixth and Seventh 
Standard girls, showed ' very careful training, and much practice. The Cross patch Polka, by 
the girls, was a novel and pretty item, and met with the fair appreciation of the audience. The 
Physical Drill, by the cadets, was gone through with remarkable precision, The chorus, "Ten' 
Little Nigger Boys," given by the Second Standard boys, brought forth roars of laughter, and 
was loudly applauded. The singing of" God Save the King" brought to a conclusion a most 
enjoyable programme, and one of the most successful entertainments ever given by the 
school children.  
Among the special items should be mentioned the Wand Drill of the Fifth Standard Girls, 
which was very effective. The wands were gaily decorated and the whole exercise was 
performed with the greatest precision, . 



Before the last item was rendered, Mr W. H. Jackson heartily thanked the large audience for 
the appreciation bestowed on the performance, and for the help so kindly given to the various 
efforts made to add additional features to the School and its surroundings.  
A special word of praise is duo to Mr W. H. Jackson, who trained the elder scholars, and to 
Miss Wolff, who had charge of the juniors, for the excellence of the work done by their 
respective pupils. A considerable amount of time and patience must have been spent in order 
to bring the children to such perfection in their singing, drills etc. 
 During the earlier part of the evening a telegram was read from Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., 
apologising for his being unable to be present, and wishing the concert every success. A good 
sum should be realised towards the fund for buying a piano for the Infant School, in aid of 
which the concert was given. 
 
21st December 1901 Farewell of Inspector Lee,  Inspector Robert Lee took advantage of his 
visit to Masterton as supervisor of the pupil teachers examination, to ‘make a farewell visit.to 
the local school prior to his retirement from the service. – He was accompanied in his visit by 
the Chairman and one or two members  of he School Committee. The whole of the children 
of the school were assembled  in the large infant room. The entrance of Inspector Lee to the 
room was the signal for an outburst of cheering,  
The children having rendered several songs, Mr Jackson, in a neat speech, called upon the 
Inspector to give a farewell address,  
Inspector Leo, who spoke in almost pathetic tones, referral lo his early visits to this district, 
and compared the attendance  in those days to what it was now. He said the school was the 
best in the district outside the Empire  City, It had splendid grounds—the best, in fact, in the 
Province—a capable  staff and health environments. He urged upon the children the 
importance, of upholding the reputation of the school,  of being bright in spirit, of attending, 
particularly-to reading, and of doing everything in their power to assist the teachers. In 
conclusion, he wished the children a " Merry Christmas and a  Happy New Year," a 
sentiment which was heartily reciprocated by a volume  of voices exclaiming," The same to 
you, Sir, and many of them. 
Mr E. Feist, Chairman of the School Committee, and a member of the Education Board, 
referred at some  length to the loss which was being sustained by  the retirement of Mr Lee, 
 Mr A. Vile, a member of the Committee, paid a tribute lo Mr Lee, by whom he had himself 
been examined over 20 years ago,  
The Headmaster (Mr Jackson) also referred in kindly terms to the Inspector. Mr Lee having 
feelingly replied, three . hearty cheers were given him, and the company dispersed 
27th December 1901 A very pretty wedding was, writes our correspondent, celebrated in the 
Wesleyan Church, in Carterton, on Wednesday, when Mr John Edward Thwaites, second son 
of Mr James Thwaites, of Rangiora, Canterbury, was married to Miss Mary Maud Stevens, 
only daughter of Mr Joseph Stephens, of Carterton. Mrs Phillpotts played the wedding  
inarch, and Rev. Thomas performed the ceremony. The bride looked charming in a pretty 
dress of white merveilleux silk, with chiffon sash, and the usual wreath of orange blossom 
and veil, while three bridesmaids—Miss Thwaites (chief) Miss Pepper and Miss G, Thwaites-
were elegantly dressed in cream figured lustre, and the fourth, Miss Thomas, wore a white 
silk hat to match. A'! carried lovely bouquets, The bridegroom's gift to the bride was an 



engraved gold ring, and to each of the bridesmaids a gold brooch. Mr B. B. Strong was best 
man and Mr C. Thwaites groomsman. About forty friends sat down after the ceremony at a 
breakfast at the residence of the bride's parents. The young couple afterwards left for 
Christchurch for their honeymoon, The presents were numerous, and several were very 
costly, and included a nice set of carvers from the staff of the Masterton School, at which Mr 
Thwaites is one of the assistant masters 
30th December 1901 . At a meeting held  on Saturday of old scholars of the Masterton School, 
it was decided to present Inspector Lee with a testimonial on the occasion of his retirement 
from the service of .the Education Board. A strong committee was appointed to canvas for 
subscriptions 
 

1901	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
28th January School reassembled today after the Xmas Holidays. Immediately after 
assembling I received a copy of a telegram sent to all schools by the acting premier 
authorising the closing of the school in honour of the proclamation of the King. I accordingly 
dismissed school for the day 
1st February Have admitted 40 new children this week. Attendance for week very low. Quite 
a number of children are away from home holiday making 
4th Elsie Morrison has won a Victoria College scholarship. This school has won one for the 
last two years. Humphrey O’Leary was last year’s winner 
7th Very bas attendance owing to stormy weather 
12th The school was closed yesterday (Monday) in honour of the visit of the imperial troops 
14th Reported to school committee the leaks in the roof 
18th Have had interviews with Mr Morrison and Mr Welch regarding the scholarship won by 
their children. Mr Morrison’s daughter has won a  Victoria College Scholarship and a Board 
Scholarship. Mr Welch’s Boy is next to Mr Morison’s daughter on the board’s scholarship 
list and understood Mr Morrison would relinquish the Board Scholarship. Mr Morrison gave 
me to understand the same. He now explains that his solicitor has advised him not to 
relinquish the second scholarship 
21st School closed yesterday for A and P Show 
25th Mr Welch has allowed his boy to relinquish the scholarship which reverted to him. Anna 
Curbam of this school is next on the list and it is understood the Board will confer it upon 
her. Mr Welch’s generous conduct is worthy of commendation. He is maintaining his boy at 
college at his own expense, rather than deprive the child of  a poorer man of the chance of 
two year’s secondary education 
8th March Attendance for week very good 514 Roll 579 
12th Miss Arnold absent today with neuralgia 
15th Miss Arnold absent for last four days 
Have given Mr Reehal charge of the first standard during Miss Arnold’s absence, He is 
absolutely helpless in managing this class 
18th Have reported  to the committee the advisability of having concrete curbs around the 
fireplaces on several occasions the flooring has caught fire and the school has ben jeopardised  



22nd The Board’s attendance officer is dealing with cases in this  district. Have supplied him 
with lists of irregular children 
29th There has been an improved attendance during the last few weeks. The scarlatina scare 
has quite died down. Cyril Nettleford ? is the only boy away on account of the same 
The following are the names of the children whose parents were summoned by the attendance 
officer and fined by the magistrate  
George Juno, James Juno, Georgina Iorns, Ernest Wise, Robert Wise, Harry Sewell, Maggie 
Sewell, Dolly Radcliffe 
10th School reopened (After Easter) today, cold weather preventing good attendance 
Asphalting commenced in girls’ playground 
11th Mr Hogben Inspector General of Schools visited the school today in company with Mr 
Hogg M H R. I discussed with Mr Hogben the desirability of having a room for domestic 
economy, science and technical work, and he promised to assist the project by recommending 
a grant be made for the buildings 
12th April At the School Committee meeting last night it was resolved to ask the board to take 
steps to obtain a room for science and technical work at the school. It was resolved to repair 
and not remove the large swings 
15th Cookery classes resumed. Gas stove not yet available 
19th Attendance for week very good indeed 
22nd The weather this morning was very stormy. The attendance being affected. The storm 
abated by noon and there was an excellent attendance at afternoon school 
26th Miss Smith has informed me that in consequence of ill health she intends asking for a 
leave of absence for some weeks. I advised her to consult a doctor in order to ascertain if a 
course of treatment would not meet her case 
1st May Miss Smith informs me that the doctor she has placed herself under does not think 
she should be absent from school while under treatment 
I examined Miss Smith’s class today. The work is in a satisfactory state, arithmetic being the 
only weak subject 
Miss Wolff absent today by arrangement to enable her to visit some of the Wellington school 
and see the work they are doing in Kindergarten 
2nd Miss Wolff absent today for same reason as above. She wires asking for another days 
leave. I had a little trouble today in connection with the boy Harding and Miss Bunting, 
regarding punishment 
4th Received a note from Mrs Muir complaining of Mr Bunting and a punishment fully 
merited but that the teacher had made the mistake of striking the boy on the legs during a 
scuffle 
6th I noticed this morning when dealing with the boy Harry Sewell that his head was in a 
filthy sate and I at once sent him home 
8th May Dean McKenna and I had a conference today on the drainage question and we 
decided to work up the question of getting the drainage system extended as far as this school 
10th At the first meeting of the new School Committee Mr Vile made a resolution that the 
teachers in the larger centres should not be allowed to do private coaching. This was aimed at 
Mr Burns who is a most successful coach & has a large number of pupils 
The School Committee visited the school at 9 a.m. today to discuss the question of asphalting 



14th Sybil Style (Standard V went home today without leave 
15th On inquiry into the above case I find the girl had been insubordinate & had misbehaved 
herself. She was ordered by her teacher to report herself to me. Instead of doing so she went 
home. I have suspended her till her mother can come to the school to interview me. 
17th Mrs Styles came to school today. She undertook that her daughter should not give further 
cause of complaint to the teacher, I punished the girl and reinstated her in her class 
I find Mr Bunting is not popular with his class and I have to support his authority firmly or 
the class would become demoralised 
25th School closed yesterday (Victoria Day) 
1st June Cheques for salaries had the increase granted by the Government added on 
7th Attendance is declining one or two cases of scarlet fever have necessitated the absence of 
a number of children I am using every endeavour to prevent infected children coming into 
contact with others 
10th The Premier has invited the school rifle Cadet  Corps to take part in the review in 
connection  with the visit of the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall 
12th I find that the Church Lad’s Brigade has been given permission to proceed to 
Christchurch with the Cadet Corps and that in the case of the Masterton C. L. B. a paper has 
been issued by the officer of the Masterton C L B to those boys belonging to the school rifle 
cadet corps and also to the brigade asking them to pledge themselves to parade with the C L 
B on all occasions when the two corps are taking part in any function. 
I have protested very strongly to the Chief Officer of the C L B (Rev Grace) against the 
inducement  to insubordination. 
14th June School closed today for the winter holidays on account of the visit of the Duke and 
Duchess of Cornwall to Wellington on Monday next 
The Head Master of this school has received an invitation to be present at the ministerial 
reception to the Duke and Duchess on Wednesday evening at Parliament House 
2nd Several parents of children living in the Upper Plain have requested their children may be 
admitted to this school  the Fernridge  school which they  have been attending being closed 
on account of diptheria. I have sent to Dr. A Hosking who is attending the cases at Fernridge 
asking his opinion regarding the matter. On his advice I have sent the children home with  a 
note in each case asking the parents not to send them to this school. The children  reside out 
of the infected district other children residing in the same locality are being taught in the old 
Upper Plain School by a member of the Fernridge School Staff and some of our own scholars 
come from the same locality 
5th July The visiting member of the School Committee came to school today in connection 
with the question of Fernridge Scholars attending this school 
9th Mrs Hayes mother of the child  Mizpah Hayes called to explain the absence of her 
daughter. Th e child has been staying in lodgings during the Mothers’ absence from 
Masterton and has been neglected to such an extent that her head became very dirty and 
infected rendering the child unfit to attend school. 
10th Sent Leo Miller (P II) home on account of ringworm 
12th Planted trees (Pholinas) at side of tennis court and fenced the same the School 
Committee paying for timber 



16th The chairman informed me today that he had received notice that tomorrow(Wednesday 
17th) was to be observed as a holiday (Arbor Day) 
18th The school Rifle Cadet Corps paraded yesterday at the reception of the returned troopers, 
several of whom are “Old  boys” of this school 
The weather today is very bad and attendance is low 
22nd Admitted two children from the Fernridge School today 
26th The weather this week has been very bad. It has rained every day. The attendance has 
suffered greatly 
The Board’s Clerk of Works visited the school today in company with Mr C E Daniells, 
Sundry repairs were arranged for. 
30th A visit of inspection was made today by Inspector Fleming 
9th August At the school committee meeting last night Mr Vile moved a  resolution that the 
Education Board be requested to take steps to have the Masterton School created as a District 
High School 
12th Have made requisition for the following papers in connection with the forthcoming 
drawing examinations Freehand 80, Geometry 90, Scale 60, Model 50 
16th Have devoted a good deal of time this week to Standard II class which is very large 
20th Examined Standard 1 The work is very fair state, especially spelling. Writing is not 
good, and the discipline is weak. Miss Arnold lacks force of character as a teacher 
23rd Have made a feature of viva Voce work this week. I find in most classes a great lack of 
smartness in answering 
30th August Have devoted a great amount of time to the preparation for the drawing 
examination. I find an undue proportion of Standard IV children will require to be weeded 
out especially in Miss Munro’s class. She is not successful in teaching geometry  The 
geometry of Standard VI is weak . Mr Thwaites has not handled this subject very efficiently 
5th September The annual drawing examination took place today supervised by members of 
the School Committee  
Mr Burns absent today to attend an examination for his commission as Lieutenant in the 
Volunteers Corps 
13th Have completed my examination of  the school & have made all preparations of the 
inspectors on Monday Next 
Inspection Report July 30th 1901 included 
Headmaster Mr W H Jackson Present Roll 
Standard 7-
6 Mr A N Burns 29 36 

6 Mr Thwaites 27 39 
5 Mr Bunting 45 63 
4 Miss Munro (Boys) 71 98 

 Miss Smith (Girls)   
3 Miss McGregor 49 65 
2 Miss Bunting 50 79 
1 Miss Arnold 50 75 

Primers 
Miss Wolff and Miss 
Hogg 67 131 



    
  388 586 
 Weather Very Wet   

 
Some of the classes are large but with the present staff and the arrangement of the rooms it 
would be difficult to organize differently. The head master takes certain classes in science 
and spends much of the time assisting the teachers with large classes 
The school was in active work and all the children well employed. The methods in use are 
good and the quality of instruction very satisfactory. The whole staff is working well under 
good management 
Miss Hogg (the only Pupil Teacher under the 4th year) is reported as working very 
satisfactorily 
Very good discipline in all classes 
Additional accommodation is required in the offices (Toilets) but this question can stand over 
until the drainage has been brought to the school. The boy’s urinal should  be separate from 
the offices. The property as a whole is in excellent order and well looked after 
Cleanliness and tidiness of rom &c Very satisfactory considering the state of the weather 
The Library now contains 530 volumes 
19th September The annual examination was completed today by Inspector Fleming and 
Bakewell. A Holiday was granter for tomorrow=w 
(Note Mr Bakewell Taught at Masterton 1887- 1889) 
23rd Changed classes. Have reorganised the middle portion of the school giving Miss Smith 
3rd, Miss Munro 4th and Miss McGregor and Mr Bunting 5th 
30th The attendance  for the quarter was 497 Roll 586 
4th October Classes are settling to their work very nicely 
11th At last night meeting of the school the letter on this page was read, Th e letter was sent to 
the School Committee .Th e father of the children sent me the following extract from the 
letter he received from Mr Hill inspector  of schools from the Hawkes Bay 
“ I was struck with your little fellow in Standard VI You can tell his master from me that I am 
pleased to find such good work, from him and your children  to his school credit. I do not 
know the master so that these words coming from me are the more grateful”  
14th Have made arrangements for the scholarship examination to be held in the Technical 
School 
15th October Scholarship examination commenced today in the Technical School supervised 
by Mr Bakewell Inspector. 
18th Have commenced to train children for a school concert what (Sic) I am organising to 
obtain funds for a piano in the infant room 
25th The attendance is keeping up surprisingly well, I think the preparation  for the concert is 
having something to do with it. 
28th Have has to tell Miss Arnold her discipline is very weak and unsatisfactory. The class I 
gave her a few weeks ago is already very unsteady in discipline 
1st November I am very pleased with the manner Miss Smith is handling her class (Standard 
3) Her discipline is excellent in character 



7th The boys have commenced their cricket season. I am trying to do all that I can to foster 
school cricket 
14th At the School Committee meeting last night a resolution was passed urging the Board to 
proceed with the establishment of the District High School 
15th I have urged the committee to endeavour to induce the Borough Council  to extend the 
drainage to this school The cesspit which receives the liquid matter from the closets is 
chocked & serious trouble in connection with the matter may arise at any time 
26th I have received from the School Committee a letter asking if the school recreation 
ground is being used by others than the scholars. The opening match of the season was 
played between teachers and scholars and this probably gave rise to the question as the 
ground is used only by scholars and not outside clubs 
29th Have secures the Town Hall for the School Concert for Thursday 19th Proxima, the night 
before breaking up. The children  are entering very heartily into the work of preparation & I 
feel very much encouraged, especially by the effect in attendance  
Examination report for September received. 371 out of 411 present passed.  Just over 90% 
pass rate 
Singing Very Good, Needlework satisfactory to good, Boys military Drill Very Good 
Th e exanimation results showed the school as a whole to be in its usual state of efficiency. 
Thoroughly good work was done by het infants, though in view of the numbers (149 children  
for 2 teachers)  we are of the opinion that more than two teachers are required for this dept. 
The Committee and Head Master are to be congratulated in the matter of school appointments  
{ Appointments are physical parts of the school and nothing to do with getting a new 
teacher}  and grounds  in which latter respect the school is especially  fortunate 
T R Fleming F H Bakewell 
5th December The Board’s Truant Officer is on an official visit and is taking proceedings 
against a number of parents 
6th The Truant Officer has authorised me to receive and place to the credit of one of the 
special funds of the school, the amount received in fines in the the truancy cases 
13th December Have made all arrangements for the school concert next week. Th e 
attendance  though so near to the holidays is surprisingly good 
20th The school concert given in the Town Hall last night by the pupils of the school was a 
great success. The fund for providing a piano for the infant room with benefit to the extent of 
about £20 
R Robert Lee who is supervising the pupil teacher’s examination paid a farewell visit to the 
school today 
 

1902 
1902 605 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £331 $54,638 
1902 605 Masterton Burns Andrew N Assistant Master £235 $38,744 
1902 605 Masterton Wolff Rosabell  Assistant Female £155 $25,555 
1902 605 Masterton Thwaites John E  Assistant Master £150 $24,731 



1902 605 Masterton Keeling  Laura L  Assistant Female £130 $21,433 
1902 605 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £115 $18,960 
1902 605 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £105 $17,311 
1902 605 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Assistant Female £80 $13,190 
1902 605 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £80 $13,190 

1902 605 Masterton Robinson Lily I F  Female Pupil 
Teacher £50 $8,244 

1902 605 Masterton Hogg Nellie  Female Pupil 
Teacher £40 $6,595 

1902 605 Masterton Chamberlain May M S  Female Pupil 
Teacher £30 $4,946 

1902 605 Masterton Iorns Olive  Female Pupil 
Teacher £20 $3,297 

1902 605 Masterton Silvester Eveline  Female Pupil 
Teacher £20 $3,297 

1902 605 Masterton Smith Louise  Female Pupil 
Teacher £20 $3,297 

2nd January 1902 The Government annual examination for Teachers' Certificates and the 
Civil service begin at the Public School Masterton on Tuesday next the 7th inst at 10 a.m. and 
will be continued up to Wednesday the 15th inclusive. 
10th January 1902 Master Leslie Israel, formerly of the Masterton District School is amongst 
the successful candidates for a scholarship under the Hawke's Bay Education Board. This 
entitles him to two years tuition at the Napier High School. As the little fellow had only two 
months in which to prepare for the examination, the result is very creditable and speaks very 
highly for the thorough "grounding" received under Mr W. H. Jackson of the Masterton 
School. 
10th January 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening. There were present—Messrs E. Feist (in the chair), J. 
Carpenter, E. McEwen, J. L. Murray, H. K. Jackson and A. H. Vile. 
The Treasurer's statement was road, .showing a credit balance of .£35 12s 4d.  
The Chairman stated that the Clerk of the Works, who had come up from Wellington in 
connection with reporting with regard to connecting the Masterton school with the drainage 
scheme, had found that the Masterton Borough Council were not going on with the drainage 
scheme and therefore nothing further was done in the matter  
Mr Murray moved, and Mr Vile seconded, that Mr Oliver be paid a month and a half, so that 
in future payments of money due to him, in connection with school cleaning, would fall on 
the day after the monthly meeting of the School Committee.—Carried. 
The Secretary stated that he had received a letter from the Carterton  School Committee with 
regard to the money allotted by the Education Board for swimming prizes, and that he had 
written to the Committee notifying them of the communication received by the local 
Committee from the Board on the subject, in which the money had been allotted to the 
Masterton School Committee. 
With regard to tarring and sanding the asphalt court at the School, it was decided, as Mr 
Pauling was understood to have let a contract, that no steps be taken in the matter at present. 
In answer to a question re the money for swimming prizes, the Chairman said that he had 
been informed by the Education Board that the money would be forwarded, but as yet he had 
not received it. 



Mi , Vile thought something should be done at once  in the matter of arranging a programme. 
The Chairman said it would not be advisable to do anything in the matter until the School 
opened again. 
Mr Jackson moved, and Mr Murray seconded, that Messrs McEwen, Pauling, Ewington, and 
Vile be appointed a subcommittee to act in conjunction with Mr W. H. Jackson with power to 
arrange a programme, and fix time and place of competition as soon as possible.— Carried. 
With reference to the proposed District High School, the Chairman said he had received no 
further information beyond that of a communication some time ago to the effect that after the 
holidays the High School would be gone on with. Mr Hogg M.H.R. and he had done their 
best in the matter. 
Moved by Mr Vile, seconded by Mr Jackson, that the Education Board be written to asking 
what steps, if any, have been taken in connection with the establishing of a District High 
School in Masterton. —Carried. 
With reference to the advertisement for an assistant teacher for the Infant School, Mr 
McEwen said he would like some information on the subject, and that if a teacher were 
wanted a boy or girl leaving the local school should have the preference.  
As they had no notification with reference to the matter, Mr Feist thought that this probably 
came about on account of the new teachers' regulations. 
The Secretary explained that hitherto when two pupil teachers at a school had served their 
time they were replaced by two more, but now, he understood, this was altered, and their 
places were filled by one certificated teacher. As the two pupils at the Infant School had 
served their time, this would probably explain the matter. 
It was proposed by Mr Vile, seconded by Mr McEwen, that this Committee regrets that so far 
the Masterton Borough Council has not complied with the promise given to a deputation of 
the School Committee that the balance of the water and drainage loans would be applied to 
connecting the local schools with the drainage  system, and that the Council be again urged, 
in the interests of the children attending the schools, the importance of making the 
connections, and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Borough Council. —
Carried. 
Mr Murray moved that the Education Board's attention be drawn to the state of the dividing 
fence between Mr Chapman's and the Infant School and advising that a new fence be erected. 
Mr Vile seconded.—Carried. 
It was decided that Messrs McEwen and Murray dispose of the pipe and pump at the Infant 
School. 
A small account was passed for payment. Messrs Carpenter, Ewington, and Vile were 
appointed visiting members for the month. The meeting then closed. 
16th January 1902 Another Win for Masterton. 
The result of the Queen's (Victoria College) Scholarship examination has just been 
announced by the examiner, Mr T. W. Rowe, M.A., and shows that the Masterton School has 
again scored a win—the third in succession. The winner is James Tait, and he occupies 
second place, only fourteen marks from the top. Leonard Daniell, who also entered from the 
same school, unfortunately comes just after the scholarship winners, only losing by about 
thirty marks. The whole result is very creditable to the staff of the local school. 



29th January 1902 Nothing definite has been done in the matter of providing a district high 
school m Masterton. It is expected that Inspector Fleming will shortly visit the district and 
confer with the School Committee on the subject. 
1st February 1902 he presentation of an an illuminated address to Mr R. Lee, late chief-
inspector to the Education Board, by " old boys " of the Masterton School is taking place in 
the Foresters' Hall this afternoon 
The next term of the Girls' Collegiate School, Perry-street, Masterton, commences on 
Wednesday, February 5th. Miss A. M. Brown, Principal, may be consulted at her residence, 
Renall-street, on Tuesday, the 4th 
3rd February 1902 Mr Robert Lee, ex-chief inspector of the Wellington Education Board, was 
yesterday afternoon presented by over eighty ex-scholars of the local school with an 
illuminated address and a silver cigarette-case and match-box. The presentation was made by 
Mr J. J. Pilkington, headmaster of the Porirua School and a former teacher of the Masterton 
School (1879-1880), who made an excellent speech. Addresses were also given by the local 
schoolmaster and old scholars. The Mayor presided. Mr Lee acknowledged the gift in a 
feeling address. 
3rd February 1902  The very handsome illuminated address, presented to Mr R. Lee, by the 
"old boys" of the Masterton school, on Saturday was the work of Mr J. J. Guest, master of the 
Te Ore Ore school, who displayed considerable taste and artistic ability in its execution 
3rd February 1902 PRESENTATION TO MR R. LEE. 
Teachers and "Old Boys." 
Appreciation of Past Services 
Some Interesting Reminiscences. 
. There was a very fair gathering, including a few ladies, at the "Foresters' Hall, on Saturday 
afternoon, when a number of " Old Boys " of the Masterton School assembled for the purpose 
of making a presentation to Mr Robert Lee, late Chief inspector to the Wellington Education 
Board, on the occasion of his retirement from office and to mark their appreciation of his past 
services in the cause of education. 
Mr C. A. Pownall, Mayor, occupied the chair. The Secretary, Mr I. Sykes, read an apology 
for non-attendance from Mr Grundy, who was detained in Wellington on important 
educational business. 
Mr Lee, on entering the room and taking a seat beside the Chairman, was greeted with hearty 
applause. The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, remarked that it gave him exceedingly 
great pleasure to be present and to occupy the chair, as Mayor of Masterton, on such an 
occasion. He mentioned that in his own early education at the Thorndon school he was 
connected both with Mr Lee, as inspector, and also Mr Pilkington (who he would shortly call 
upon to make the presentation) as master. The speaker had vivid recollections of both—
especially Mr Pilkington, both as regards education and also the " stick."  
In calling upon Mr Pilkington to make the presentation, the Chairman expressed a hope that 
the example set by the Masterton " old boys " would be followed by every other district in 
which Mr Lee had so assiduously laboured for so many years. His valuable services in the 
cause of education certainly entitled him to honourable recognition throughout the district, 
and the Chairman thought that an enthusiastic gathering like the present would tend to atone 
for any annoyance or irritation caused by his strained relations with certain members of the 



Wellington Education Board. The present function was a substantial manifestation of the 
appreciation of Mr Lee's past excellent services in the cause of education. (Prolonged 
applause).  
Mr Pilkington, in the course of his remarks when making the presentation, said he was 
extremely pleased to be present, although he was not aware, when telegraphed to asking him 
to attend, that he was to take such a prominent part in the function. The only reason that 
justified his presence was a somewhat lengthy acquaintance with Mr Lee, which dated from 
1875, and he claimed to be nearly the oldest master in the Board's employ.  
Mr Pilkington then referred to the difficulties experienced in the old days in teaching, owing 
to the miserably inadequate school accommodation, which was accentuated by the rapidly 
increasing population. This state of affairs he compared with the present, where we have now 
numerous modernly equipped schools, well-designed with every convenience The improved 
condition of things he attributed to a great extent to the progressiveness, and enthusiasm of 
Mr Lee. He mentioned that much had lately been heard of the hand-eye training ; but he 
claimed that Mr Lee introduced it twenty years ago, and neighbouring districts were only 
now adopting those methods. He referred, in highly commendatory terms, to the excellent 
work accomplished by Mr Lee in experimental science, besides in vocal music and drill 
instruction. Mr Pilkington said that Mr Lee had carried on his reforms quietly but persistently 
; and the high rung of the ladder to which the Board had ascended, mainly through Mr Lee's 
instrumentality, was first recognised in 1894, at the time of the Inspectors' Conference in 
Wellington, when the various Inspectors had an opportunity of personally judging for 
themselves of the excellence of the work accomplished. The fact that neighbouring districts 
obtained permission to send teachers into the district in order to learn Mr Lee's methods, was 
in itself a high testimonial. Mr Pilkington concluded by assuring Mr Lee of his old staffs  
affectionate regard for him, and their keen regret at his retirement from the position so long, 
so capably and so honourably held. (Prolonged applause).  
He then presented Mr Lee with an illuminated address as follows: —" To Robert Lee, Esq.,—
On the occasion of your severing your connection with the Wellington Education Board, with 
which body you have been identified as Inspector for a period extending beyond a quarter of 
a century, we, a few of the ex-scholars of the Masterton School, desire to place on record our 
warm and sincere appreciation of the services you have for so many years rendered for the 
cause of education in this district. Your patience, under what, at times, have been trying 
circumstances, your innate kindness, and your unswerving devotion to what you consider to 
be the duties of an Inspector, have ever impressed us with your fitness for the position which 
you have so long and honourably held. Wo trust that the retirement from active life which 
you have so well earned, and which we would have been accomplished under more happy 
circumstances, will bring to you ease and comfort, and that you may long be spared to 
remember your association with the schools of the Wellington district, in one of which we 
had the pleasure of your acquaintance and advice." Then follows the signatures of eighty-five 
ex scholars, 
Mr Pilkington also asked Mr Lee to accept an accompanying silver-mounted cigarette holder 
and a silver match-box. Hearty and prolonged applause ensued.  



Messrs J. C. Boddington, W. H. Jackson, J. Colway, F. Gover, and F. Hill each spoke, 
eulogising Mr Lee's excellent methods, and his innate kindness of heart, through which the 
school children, as well as other people, immediately attached themselves to him. 
Mr Lee, who was visibly affected, was heartily applauded when he rose to reply. He assured 
those present that what had been said sank very deeply into his heart and mind, and he would 
look upon this gathering as one of the most pleasurable in his career. He did not say that he 
deserved all the good things that had been said about him, but, on the whole, he had tried to 
keep the district of which he had charge of up-to-date educational progress. Mr Lee referred 
to teaching in the old days when teachers often experienced considerable difficulty owing to 
insufficient accommodations. It gave him pleasure to recall that he always received a very 
warm welcome, both at the hands of the scholars and teachers, and also among the settlers, 
who " put him up " —man and beast—because he had to rely on their hospitality in those 
days, as there were  no hotels and he had to do most of his travelling on horseback. He 
wished to heartily and sincerely thank those settlers for their never failing hospitality. Mr Lee 
made kindly reference to the valuable services rendered by the former representatives of this 
district on the Education Board: — Messrs J. C. Andrews, V. Smith, W. H. Beetham, and the 
late Mr W. Lowes. He stated that he would value the address very highly and it would find a 
prominent place in his homo. He had received other acknowledgments of his' services, but 
this was the first evidence of it in writing. He was enthusiastic as regards educational matters; 
he had a keen interest hi the movement and would continue to do so. If he could be of any 
service he would be glad to do it, so far as he had the ability. (Applause). Mr Lee counselled 
those present that, if they had. a real interest in education, to elect none but honourable men 
as their representatives on their school committees. He was just as convinced as ever that the 
best thing to leave to their sons and daughters is a good education. Mr Lee concluded by 
saying that the sympathy extended to him that day, and the handsome recognition and 
appreciation of his past work, would give pleasure to him as long as he lived. (Hearty 
applause). Hearty votes of thanks having been accorded Mr Pilkington and also the 
Chairman, the function terminated. 
12th February 1902 Masterton parents are reminded that the new School Attendance Act is 
much more stringent than the old one, and that it will be necessary to get certificates of 
exemption in ease's where it is impossible for the pupils to attend school. 
13th February 1902 Swimming. 
To the editor 
Sir, —What has been done with the money voted last year to the Wairarapa Public Schools to 
encourage the noble exercise of swimming ? Some members of the Masterton School 
Committee may be able to say where it has disappeared to. 
Might I suggest, if it has not been already used, that a swimming contest be arranged for a 
Saturday afternoon; or, better still, Show Day, to be open to pupils of any public school in the 
district.—l am, etc., 
Information Wanted, Masterton, 12th Feb. 
(At the last meeting of the Masterton School Committee the Chairman (Mr E. Feist) said that 
he had been informed by the Wellington Education Board that the money for swimming 
contests would be forwarded; but up till then he had not received it.—Ed., W.D.T.| 



14th February 1902 Miss Wallis, of the Masterton Infant School, has boon transferred  to the 
Scarborough School. 
Miss Easthope, of the Masterton Infant School has been promoted to the Main School. 
The children attending the Masterton Schools are to be given an excursion on the Thursday 
after Show week. 
The children attending the Masterton schools will probably be given a holiday on the second 
day of the Masterton A. and P. Show. 
The amount of £5 14s 7d has been allotted to the Masterton School Committee, by the 
Wellington Education Board, for swimming prizes. 
The list of fines paid into the Masterton S.M. Court, by parents, who were sued for keeping 
their children away from school, amounted to £4 16s. 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, a resolution was carried 
congratulating Messrs Jackson and Burns on the success of their pupils in the scholarship 
examinations. 
Mr Fleming is to come up from Wellington shortly to confer with the Masterton School 
Committee in connection with matters relating to the proposed District High School for 
Masterton. 
After the balance-sheet had been read, at last night's meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee, one member remarked that he was glad to see a smile of satisfaction on the faces 
of those present. 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, the matter of outsiders having 
played lately on the Masterton School cricket pitch was brought up by Mr McEwen, but the 
members of the Committee were not aware that any persons had been using the pitch. It may 
interest the Committee to know that for several evenings past outsiders have been practising 
on the pitch, and that last evening there were three or four. There are even whispers of a 
match being played on the school pitch tomorrow.  After the trouble the boys have taken in 
the matter it is certainly not right that outsiders should have the use of the pitch. If they want 
to play cricket let them set to work and make a pitch on the Park 
Several members expressed themselves rather strongly, at the meeting of the Masterton 
School committee last evening, with reference to the Education Board asking the local 
committee to confirm , the transfer of teachers. In was pointed out that the Board was 
supposed to consult the local committee before making transfers, but they made the transfer 
without doing so, and even if the committee raised an objection no notice was taken of it. It 
was therefore resolved that as the committee had been invariably ignored in the matter, no 
recommendation should be made. 
14th February 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was hold in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present: Messrs E. Feist (in the chair), J. L. 
Murray, J. Carpenter, E. McEwen, Pauling, J. B. Ewington, R. K. Jackson, J. O'Leary, and A. 
Vile.  
The Treasurer's statement showed the receipts to be £68 2s 11d, and expenditure nil. This, 
after deducting the grant for swimming priv.es, amounting to £5 14s 7d, left an actual credit 
balance of £62 8s 4d. Accounts amounting to £16 7s 6d were passed for payment, and it was 
resolved that a separate account be sent to the Wellington Education Board for the water 
supply work done. 



Mr Nicie wrote with reference to Mr Russel’s receipt, and also stating that he had handed all 
minute books over to Mr Sellars. 
A letter was received from the Education Board with reference to the flag for the school, but 
it was decided to let the matter drop. 
The Education Board wrote stating; that with regard to the proposed District High School the 
Board had no funds in hand for a separate building, but that the Government would probably 
bear the cost of an additional room for the main school. Mr Dorset on his return from the 
country would inform the Committee what steps had been taken with regard to the proposed 
district High School.  
Mr Vile moved and Mr O'Leary seconded that, as there is a room available at the main 
school, the Wellington Education Board be asked to declare the Masterton School a District 
High School, and that they appoint a teacher at once. Carried. 
The Secretary of the Masterton A. and P. Association wrote, asking that on the second day of 
the Masterton Show the school children at the Masterton schools be given a holiday. It was 
pointed out that the Committee had no power in the matter; but Mr McEwen moved that the 
Wellington Education Board be applied to for a holiday on Wednesday, February 26th, the 
second day of the Show, for the schoolchildren, Seconded by Mr Carpenter, and carried. ' 
The Education Board wrote with reference to Mr McArdle's resignation, and it was decided 
that the Committee nominate Mr Robert Lee to fill the vacancy on the Wellington Education 
Board. 
The Education Board wrote, enclosing the money for swimming prizes. They also wrote with 
reference to the transfer of teachers in connection with the Masterton schools. The transfer 
was Miss E. Bunting to the Infant School in place of Misses Wallace and Easthope. 
Mr Feist moved that the appointment of Miss Bunting to the Infant School be confirmed. 
Mr Vile seconded pro forma and moved as an amendment that the Committee make no 
recommendation at all, as they have been invariably ignored in the matter of the appointment 
of teachers, and that a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the Board. After considerable 
discussion the amendment, on being put to the meeting, was declared carried.  
With regard to the swimming competitions, the Chairman said that Mr Jackson had obtained 
permission from Mr Williams to hold them in Messrs Williams and Beetham’s dam. It was 
resolved that £1 15s 5d extra be added to the amount given by the Wellington Education 
Board for prizes. 
"With regard to the drainage of the Infant School, it was pointed out that the clerk of works 
had instructions to deal with the matter. 
Mr Vile moved and Mr McEwen seconded, that in view of the early establishment of a 
district High School in Masterton, at which all subjects will be taught, the same as at a 
college which is open to scholarship winners, that the committee ask the Trust Lands 
Trustees not to make any more subsidies in future to pupils of the Masterton school winning 
scholarships. —Carried. 
Mr Ewington moved that the committee give the school children an excursion on Thursday 
after Show week and that a special meeting of the committee be held next Thursday night to 
arrange matters in connection with it. Mr Vile seconded. —Carried. 
It was decided to draw Mr W. H. Jackson's attention to the fact that he has made no mention 
in his report with regard to the school concert held a short time back. 



The visiting members for the month are Messrs Murray, Feist and Jackson. 
15th February 1902 Tenders are invited by the Secretary to the Masterton School for the 
supply of eight cords of 2ft. maire firewood. 
18th February 1902 We have been asked the meaning of the following resolution passed at a 
recent meeting of the Masterton School Committee:—" That, in view of the early 
establishment of a District High School, in Masterton, at which all subjects will be taught, the 
same as at a college which is open to scholarship winners, that the Committee ask the Trust 
Lands Trustees not to make any more subsidies in future to pupils of the Masterton school 
winning scholarships." The wording of the resolution is a little  vague; but the meaning of it 
appears to be fairly clear — viz., that the Trust Lands Trust, in voting scholarships, should 
favour the proposed District High School. There is no objection to this, provided that the 
holders of existing Scholarships tenable at Wellington, and exercised there, are not interfered 
with, or prejudiced in any way. We do not, for one moment, suppose that the Trustees would 
take any course which would have oven the appearance of bad faith towards the holders of 
existing scholarships. When the proper time arrives, the Trustees will, no doubt, reconsider 
the basis on which their annual grants are now made. The well-meaning —but somewhat 
hasty—resolution passed by the School Committee should not necessarily be repeated by the 
Trust Lands Trust. Sooner or later, the Trust may consider it expedient to found its own 
scholarships. At present, it can scarcely take this course 
21st February 1902 The swimming sports held in the Ruamahunga river, near Masterton, 
yesterday afternoon, for prizes contributed by the Education Department and supplemented 
by the School Committee, were highly successful. The sports were open to the whole of the 
schools in the Wairarapa, and representatives were present from Carterton, Taueru, Te Ore 
Ore, and other parts. There was a good attendance of the public, and much interest was 
manifested in the  different events. Afternoon tea was provided for parents and children. Mr 
Lambie acted as judge and Messrs A. McEwen and E. Richards as starters, and they were 
assisted by members of the School Committee. Everything passed off without a hitch. The 
girls' race and the egg diving were not competed for. The chief event—the championship—
was won by E. Moore, a Masterton school-boy. The following are the different results :— 
Maiden Race (boys under 14), 1st prize 7s 6d, 2nd 5s—J. J. Andrews (Masterton), 1; W. 
Williams (M.), 2; E. Butler (C), 3. Twenty-eight started Won by about a yard.  
Maiden Race (boys over 14), 1st 7s 6d, 2nd 5s—Dorset (M.), 1 ; Coradine (M), 2 ; Welch 
(0.), 3. Seven started. Won by half a yard. 
50 yds Swimming on Back, 1st prize 10s, 2nd 5s—E. Moore (M.), 1; Andrews (M.), 2; White 
(M.), 3. There were fourteen started. Won by a yard. 
 50 yds Maori Race, 1st prize 7s 6d, 2nd 5s.—W. Tohe (Taueru), 1; Kara (Taueru), 2; August 
(To Ore Ore), 3, One other started. Won comfortably.  
75 yds Championship, 1st prize £1, 2nd 10s.—E. Moore (M.), 1; Curham and Andrews (M.), 
divided second prize. Sixteen competed in two heats, Moore winning the final in good style. 
Long Dive, 1st prize 7s 6d, 2nd 5s.—; Tongaroa (Taueru), 1; Dorset (M.), Whyte (M.), 3. 
Seven others competed, Tongaroa won with several yards to spare. 
Fancy Dive, 1st prize 7s 6d, 2nd 5s.— Muir (M.), 1 ; Long (M.), 2; Mason (M,), 3. Muir won 
from nine competitors.  



50 yds Consolation, first prize 7s 6d, 2nd 5s.-H. White (M.), 1; G. Laing (M.), 2; Callister 
(Carterton), 3. Out of twelve competitors White won by half a yard.  
Greasy Polo, 1st prize 5s, 2nd 2s  Falls (M.), 1; Reardon (M.), 2. Great fun was caused by this 
event, which was won by Falls from fifteen competitors.  
Old Boys' Race, 50 yds (prizes subsidised on the ground).—Rawson, 1 j Pinhey, 2; Callister, 
3. 
21st February 1902 Among the local candidates who passed the recent Junior Civil Service 
Examination was Thomas Rawson, who was a pupil of Mr J. E. Thwaites of the Masterton 
School. 
The Education Department has notified the Committee of the Masterton School that 
"Wednesday, 26th (Show Day) could he observed as a holiday. 
21st February 1902 DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL FOR MASTERTON. 
Conference with Mr Fleming-, 
Mr Fleming, Education Board Inspector, conferred with the Masterton School Committee, 
this morning, in connection with the establishment of a District High School in Masterton. 
Messrs E. Feist, A. Vile , J. H. Pauling, J. Carpenter, J. L. Murray and J. C. Ewington were 
present. Mr W. H. Jackson was also present.  
Mr Jackson stated that at present there were twenty-six pupils in the Sixth Standard, twenty 
of whom had signified their intention of taking instruction at the District High School. It was 
pointed out that pupils will be coming forward from neighbouring schools. 
Mr Fleming explained the regulations, pointing out that the instruction at the District High 
School will not at all interfere with the working of the primary education. The latter will be 
kept intact, and the headmaster has charge of both the primary and secondary instruction. He 
thought that a District High School should be established in Masterton, and he did not think 
there was any question in regard to the accomplishment of that object. He mentioned that he 
did not think that the intention of the Department was to provide secondary education proper, 
such as at the Wellington College, but instruction to permit pupils qualifying for the junior 
civil scholarship, and, he hoped, matriculation. Mr Fleming said that the present proposal was 
the first District High School to be established under the new regulations, and he hoped it 
would be very successful. Referring to the question of the quality of the instruction imparted 
at the District High School and  at a College, Mr Fleming favoured the latter, pointing out 
that the circumstances were  more favourable. Mr Fleming stated that he could not give a 
definite answer to the question whether a scholarship winner would be allowed to take it out 
at the District High School and extra subjects given. If parents were unable to send their 
children to Wellington he did not think the Board would stand in their way, but he strongly 
advised the Committee not to pass a resolution preventing scholarship winners going to 
Wellington. He considered it would be an injustice. He stated that with a membership of 
twenty five  pupils the subsidy would be £180 at the disposal of the Board for a competent 
teacher. Mr Fleming said he would thoroughly inspect the school and prepare a report for the 
Education Board's meeting on Wednesday. He gave the Committee an assurance that he 
would push the matter on. 
21st February 1902 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Mr E. Feist presided, and Messrs J. L. Murray, J. C. Ewington, H. O'Leary, J. H. 
Pauling, J. Carpenter, E. McEwen, and A. H. Vile were present. It was decided, on the 



casting vote of the Chairman, to organise an excursion to Wellington on Thursday, March 
6th. It was also decided to invite the Upper Plain, Tc Ore Ore, Opaki and Catholic schools to 
attend. Mr W. H. Jackson stated that the number of children likely to go was 201. 
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Department to arrange for a train to start about 6 
a.m. and return at 5 p.m. The probable number that will attend will be 400 children and a 
similar number of adults. It was decided to request the Education Department to advertise the 
excursion, failing which the Committee to advertise. It was also decided to arrange for milk. 
21st February 1902 . The inaugural swimming sports of the Wairarapa  schools were- held 
here yesterday. The championship event was won by E. Moore, of Masterton School. 
Inspector Fleming held a conference with the Masterton School Committee this morning in 
reference to the District High School. Mr. Fleming promised to report to the Board next 
week, and it is probable that classes will be established immediately. 
22nd February 1902 Mr Fleming, Inspector of Schools, met the Masterton School Committee 
this morning and discussed at considerable length the question of establishing a district high 
school here. Mr Fleming expressed the opinion that this district was admirably adapted for 
such a school and stated that the Board had decided upon its establishment. He explained the 
new regulations and stated that the capitation for district high school scholars was £6 per 
pupil. It is probable that after Mr Fleming reports to the Board the school will be at once 
established. 
22nd February 1902 A visitor to Masterton from Patea way, to-day, expressed to us a high 
opinion of the excellent teaching at the Masterton Public School. He paid a substantial tribute 
to the enthusiasm exhibited by Mr W. H. Jackson in educational matters, and to the Zeal and 
ability of his teaching staff. 
In connection with the proposed establishment of a District High School, at Masterton, it is 
probable that, at first, the present staff at the Masterton school will be so arranged, with an 
additional pupil teacher, that secondary education will be imparted, without having to appoint 
another assistant. This method will not retail any material additional expenditure, and, it is 
understood, will be recommended by Inspector Fleming. The question will be definitely 
settled at a meeting of the Wellington Education Board on Wednesday. 
22nd February 1902 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
After the special meeting of the Masterton School Committee, yesterday, with reference to 
the formation of a District High School, a conference took place at the Main School between 
Inspector Fleming, Messrs Hogg and Feist, members of the Education Board, and the Head-
Master and First-Assistant, Messrs Jackson and Burns. The school having been inspected, it 
was considered that as several rooms arc over-crowded one or two additional class-rooms 
will have to be erected. In the meantime however, it is proposed to convert the room occupied 
by Standard VII into a secondary class room, leaving the High School work in the hands of 
the present teacher —Mr Burns. The pupils, on being asked whether they were prepared to 
take up the additional subjects and remain for a specified term to pursue their studies, gave a 
hearty and unanimous response in the affirmative. Mr Burns has kindly agreed to take charge 
of the class until other arrangements are made, so that no disturbance with the existing staff 
will necessarily take place As there are no apparent difficulties in the way, it is proposed to 
commence the new class, thus constituting the present school a District High School, on or 
about Monday, March  3rd. 



The question of adding to the existing school or erecting separate rooms— which will include 
a science room fitted up with proper apparatus, will be a matter for consideration later on. 
Some time ago Mr Hogg, M.H.R., interviewed the Minister of Education on the subject of 
erecting separate buildings on a site slightly removed from the primary school and he has just 
received the following reply:— " I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 20th December, with reference to the proposed establishment of a District High School 
at Masterton, to be erected on a site separate from the Masterton public school, and to say 
that I see no objection to such an arrangement if the site is near enough to the present school 
for the Headmaster to exercise supervision, and if the Education Board is willing to provide 
funds for a separate building.—l am, etc., 
W. C. Walker, Minister of Education. 
The suggestion that the Board should find funds for a High School building can hardly be 
serious, seeing the Department is aware that the only bank balance that the Board possesses is 
an overdraft of nearly £5000. The extra subjects that will be taught, will probably include 
Euclid, Algebra, Physics, and possibly Latin or French. It is anticipated that a number of the 
pupils who have passed through the primary classes in the surrounding schools will avail 
themselves of the valuable facilities for securing a more advanced education which the 
District High School will offer. 
24th February 1902 It was mentioned, by Mr E. Feist, at Saturday's meeting of the Trust 
Lands Trustees that it must be very gratifying to residents to notice that scholars of the 
Masterton School carry off so many scholarships, This year four had been secured, three 
Education Board scholarships and one Victoria scholarship. Only three could he obtained in 
any district in a year. It was pointed out that two of the winners tied for second place but their 
papers were considered by the Board of sufficient  merit to justify awarding each a 
scholarship. 
24th February 1902 DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
Question of Scholarship Winners 
Discussed by the Trust Lands Trust. Matter left in Abeyance in Meantime.  
At Saturday’s meeting of the Trust Lands' Trustees, a letter was received from the Masterton 
School Committee, requesting that in view of the immediate establishment of the District 
High School in Masterton, the Trustees do not make grants to scholarship winners, in future, 
who do not take them up in Masterton. Mr Feist explained that the reason why the motion 
was moved 'was because they were under the impression that by the District High School 
being established in Masterton it would take away the necessity of scholarship winners going 
from Masterton to Wellington to get their education, and it was considered a pity to assist in 
sending these boys and girls away when they could get the same education in Masterton. Mr 
Feist said his own personal opinion was that the resolution is a little premature. It was a 
mistake to withhold assistance from scholarship winners until they ascertain definitely 
whether the same advantages could be derived by attending the High School in Masterton as 
in Wellington. It would be a pity to hinder those from going to Wellington who wish to take 
up their education there. Mr Feist said that most likely the High School will be started 
immediately after the meeting of the Wellington' Education Board, on Wednesday. At such 
an early stage it was a pity to take away any benefits the scholarship winners may derive by 
going to Wellington. Mr Renall said he did not suppose that the High School will be in 



working order before about twelve months, and in the -meantime the scholarship winners 
could not be deprived of the benefits accruing by going to Wellington, which would be the 
case if the School Committee's request was complied with. It was decided, on the motion of 
Mr Renall, that the question be deferred. 
27th February 1902 MASTERTON HIGH SCHOOL. The Education Board yesterday 
received from its inspectors the following report:—“(l) That the Masterton School be 
declared a district high school. (2) That a secondary teacher (a graduate) be advertised for to 
assist in the secondary work at a salary of £150 if dependent on the Government subsidy 
only, or £2OO if any of the local bodies in Masterton will assist. (3) That as in the present 
organisation of the school, Mr A. N. Burns, B.A., can very well carry on the secondary work, 
he be allowed to do so in the meantime.” After discussion, Mr A.. W. Hogg, M.H.R., moved, 
and it was resolved, “That the report be adopted, and the District High School opened on the 
first Monday in March, the secondary class to be carried on temporarily under Mr Burns.” A 
protest was made by Mr James Robertson that the school ought to be in charge of a degree 
teacher. Messrs Hogg and E. Feist said they would not care to do anything that would lead to 
the removal of Mr Jackson, the headmaster of the Masterton School. Mr Hogg said he would 
sooner see a district high school done without than have Mr Jackson removed from 
Masterton. In reply to a question, Mr T. R. Fleming, one of the Board’s inspectors, said he 
was of opinion, in the abstract, that the headmaster of a school which was a district high 
school  should he in an unassailable position. 
27th February 1902 Masterton is to be congratulated upon the fact that, after a lapse of many 
years, the High School which it formerly possessed and subsequently lost, is to be re-opened. 
On this occasion we feel sure that the High School comes to stay, and that year by year it will 
increase in strength and teaching power, playing a great part in the future education of the 
children of this town. The Committee of the Masterton School and its Board representatives 
are to be congratulated upon the success of their efforts to secure higher education within this 
town. With reference to Mr W. H. Jackson's position, as head of the new High School, it may 
be noted that his qualification is the highest that a teacher can possibly hold in England— 
vis., Queen's Scholar, College trained, 1st Class (with double honours in Science), and his 
fitness for the new post he is called upon to fill is unassailable. 
27th February 1902 MASTERTON SCHOOL EXCURSION. THURSDAY, MARCH 5th. A 
SCHOOL Excursion Train will leave the Masterton Railway Station for Te Aro at 5.30 a.m., 
on Thursday, March 5th, leaving Te Aro, on the return, at 4.30 p.m. Excursion open to 
children attending all schools in the neighborhood of Masterton. Number of adults must not 
exceed the number of children. Return Faros: —Children, up to 15 years of age, Is 6d ; 
Scholars, over 15 years of age, and Teachers up to 23 years of age, 2s 10d ; Adults, 3s Od. 
Tickets may be procured from the Head Master at the Main School, the Mistress at the Infant 
School, and from the undersigned. W. M. EASTHOPE, Secretary Masterton School 
Committee. 
28th February 1902 MASTERTON HIGH SCHOOL. 
To be Opened at Once 
(By Telegraph—Special to Daily Times). Wellington, This Day. The Minister having given 
his assent, the Masterton District High School can be opened at once. 



As the result of a conference between the Minister of Education, the Inspector General and 
the Board, it is practically settled that the staffs of the school will be arranged without any 
dismissals of pupil teachers. 
MASTERTON HIGH SCHOOL. 
To be Opened at Once 
(By Telegraph—Special to Daily Times). Wellington, This Day. The Minister having given 
his assent, the Masterton District High School can be opened at once. 
As the result of a conference between the Minister of Education, the Inspector General and 
the Board, it is practically settled that the staffs of the school will be arranged without any 
dismissals of pupil teachers. 
1st March 1902 Educational Inspector Fleming made a remark at Masterton recently 
unintentionally uncomplimentary to the local school committee. He told them that "they were 
entitled to think." If the habit of thought becomes general with school committees, one of the 
most sacred privileges hitherto enjoyed by them unmolested will be, like many other dear old 
institutions, just a memory of the good old times. We can only surmise that school 
committees generally will not take Mr. Fleming at his word by doing anything so unusual. 
4th March 1902 The formal opening of the Masterton District High School took place 
yesterday afternoon, the ceremony being of a very interesting character. Besides members of 
the School Committee, there- were also present—Messrs A. W. Hogg, M.H.R, and E. Feist, 
representing the Wellington Education Board; Messrs J. A. Renall and E. H. Waddington, 
representing country School Committees,  
The formal part of the proceedings took place in the room which has been set apart, for the 
meantime, for the District High School; and Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, explained to the 
pupils the object of their visit. He remarked that they were present in connection with the 
opening of the District High School. The present was a red-letter day in the history of the 
school, and the speaker expressed a hope that it would mark the beginning of the 
establishment of a very successful secondary class in the school. He also hoped that when the 
real work was commenced it would be carried on so successfully and pleasantly that others, 
outside of the district, would be induced to join the school to secure the advantage of the 
secondary education imparted. Mr Jackson said he would be very pleased to do anything he 
could to further the success of the class. They had considered it was only fit and proper to 
inaugurate the secondary education by some little function like the present. He was sorry 
Inspector Fleming was unable to be present owing to ill-health. Considerable interest has 
been taken in the movement by the Board and the School Committee, which augured well for 
its future success (Applause).  
Mr E. Feist said he was very pleased, as Chairman of the School Committee, and also a 
member of the Education Board, to take part in the proceedings that day. He had had a long 
connection with the School, practically from its infancy, and he was very proud to see that 
day that they were starting upon a new era in connection with the School. By the 
establishment of the District High School they possessed the best advantage all along the line. 
The School had expanded step by step, and now they are prepared, under very capable 
teachers, to carry on the work of a secondary school. He hoped, before long, that the number 
of pupils would increase so that additional accommodation would be found necessary. It was 
now for the children to make the best of the opportunity provided and carry on their studies 



diligently. It was also satisfactory to the Education Board and the School Committee to know 
that the District High School could be started with the present staff of teachers. Mr Feist 
reiterated his pleasure at being present, and formally declared the District High School open. 
(Applause).  
Mr A. W. Hogg, the next speaker, remarked that it gave him exceeding pleasure to be present 
at such an important function, and especially to find such a good beginning being made with 
what he thought one of the greatest works in Masterton. It was the beginning of secondary 
education in this district on a national basis. Already they have in Wellington a high school 
and boys and girls colleges that have done a noble work for the young generation, and have 
been manned by efficient teachers with the result that students have been turned out who are 
making their way in life. But the District High School and the institutions in Wellington 
differed entirely, inasmuch as that, in the former, the education is given free. Undoubtedly 
parents, as a whole, contribute something but there are no school fees. There was no golden 
key to exclude the attendance of children of parents who are not in favourable circumstances. 
Now that the State has made such a big advance, he hoped that the pupils would respond and 
show the State that it gets a good return for the money expended. The Minister of Education 
had informed him that he was proud to be an officer when this system was inaugurated—a 
system under which the children of the poorer classes will be able to enjoy the same benefits 
as the children of the wealthiest merchants. Mr Hogg pointed out that this was the first school 
under the Wellington Education Board in which the secondary education is imparted. The 
neighbouring districts were watching and taking careful note of the success or failure of the 
new departure. He knew sufficient of the Masterton children from what they have 
accomplished in the past, to know that, under the present teaching staff, he had entire 
confidence in what they were going to do as pupils of the District High School. In past years 
the pupils of the School never had such an opportunity, and in some instances scholarship 
winners had to forfeit their claims, owing to the inability of their parents to send them to 
Wellington. They would now have as advanced an education as they could possibly receive. 
The opportunities for securing a perfect education were unlimited. He impressed upon the 
pupils the necessity of paying every heed to the instruction given. They had the advantage ol 
one of the most capable teachers in the Colony in Mr Burns, and one of the best organisers at 
the head of the institution in Mr Jackson, and after the pupils left school they would, no 
doubt, prove a credit to their teachers. (Applause). 
Mr J. A. Renall mentioned that while he was a member of the Trust he would endeavour to 
do his duty towards the school by supporting grants. The School Committee deserved every 
credit for taking such prompt and effective action in the movement. In the past, Mr Jackson, 
headmaster, has done all a headmaster could do, while Mr Burns, from what he could learn, 
was thoroughly up-to-date, and he trusted that the children would make great progress under 
his tuition and demonstrate the advantages of complete education. 
Mr R. K. Jackson congratulated Messrs Jackson and Burns on having a larger sphere of 
operations opened up to them. He was pleased that they have now an opportunity to give 
instruction in those higher branches of learning, in which they take a great amount of pleasure 
in themselves. He also congratulated the boys and girls upon the advantages opened to them 
and impressed upon them the importance of making the most of  



Mr E. H. Waddington, as Chairman of the Fernridge School Committee, and representing 
country schools, expressed the pleasure it afforded him to be present, and said it was 
unnecessary to add any more to what had already been said.  
Mr A. Vile said that he was very proud to be present to add congratulations to those already 
expressed at the establishment of such an important institution as a District High School. He 
hoped the pupils would do their best to maintain the reputation which such a school should 
maintain. 
Mr A. N. Burns, who was asked to say a few words, thanked the various speakers for the kind 
references made, and the good wishes expressed as regards the future career of the school. He 
heartily congratulated the Board, School Committee, and Mr Jackson upon the attainment of 
a District High School and he looked forward to the time when a separate building would be 
erected. He hoped that the number of pupils would increase to an extent that will before long 
entitle them to another teacher.  
Cheers separately were then given for Mr Jackson , Mr Burns, members of the Education 
Board, School Committee and the success of the District High School. This terminated a very 
pleasant and successful ceremony, those present afterwards adjourning to Mr W. H. Jackson's 
residence where the success of the movement was duly honoured.. 
4th March 1902 The Masterton District High School was opened yesterday, under Mr A. N. 
Burns, B.A. There were over twenty pupils to start with. It is pointed out that the secondary 
education is being provided without cost to the pupils. 
5th March 1902 Masterton papers point out that though Mr. A. N. Burns has charge of- the 
District High School section of the Masterton School, this section, in common with the rest of 
the school, will be under the supervision of Mr. Jackson, the headmaster 
5th March 1902 Mauriceville has its representative at the Masterton High School, Mr 
Brenchley's youngest son being one of the first pupils enrolled. 
6th March 1902  The Masterton School excursion to Wellington took place to-day. Five 
hundred and eighty excursionists left this morning, occupying thirteen carriages. The 
headmaster and staff of teachers, besides members of the School Committee, were present, 
and will have a considerable responsibility in taking care of the children. A pleasant outing is 
expected. 
6th March 1902 The officer commanding the Wellington volunteer district has issued a 
circular stating that £2OO has been set apart for competition among the various volunteer and 
cadet- corps and rifle clubs in the district. The senior officers in each sub-district are to 
subdivide the amounts for prizes, and to make such conditions as they may think fit for the 
competitions, which are to be held on local rifle ranges. The corps affected in the Wairarapa 
subdistrict are as follows: —South Wairarapa, Masterton, Wairarapa, Pahiatua, Eketahuna 
Mounted Rifles, Greytown, Masterton and Pahiatua Rifles, Masterton School Cadet Corps, 
and the following rifle clubs: —Kaiwaiwai, Martinborough, Opaki. Whareama, Featherston, 
Mamua, Mauriceville, Pongaroa and Alfredton. The Highland Rifles paraded at the Drill Hall 
last night and were put through company movements and bayonet and physical drill by 
Captain McIntosh. The kilts, which arrived from Dunedin last week, will be worn by the 
company at the parade next wee 
7th March 1902 The members of the Masterton School " rep " team leave for Wellington this 
afternoon to play the Wellington School "reps." The match commences tomorrow. 



The Masterton school excursionists returned at 10.10 o'clock last evening, after spending a 
pleasant day in the Empire City. The weather was exceptionally favourable, while the train 
journey was also enjoyable, especially for the young folk, for many of whom it was their first 
trip by train, and their first view of sea-going vessels. 
14th March 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was hold in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present Messrs E, Feist (in the chair), McEwen, 
Pauling, J. Carpenter, A. Vile, O'Leary and J. L. Murray.  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of £42 8s 7d.  
The Trust Lands Trustees wrote re the Committee's request to not granting any further 
subsidies in connection with scholarships, stating that consideration of the letter was deferred 
till the District High School was established.  
The Education Board wrote with reference to school excursion. 
The Carterton School wrote expressing dissatisfaction at not receiving word in connection 
with the late swimming sports held in Masterton. The Secretary stated that he wrote to the 
headmaster of the Carterton School in connection with the sports. 
Mr Pauling said it was plain enough that they knew about them, as many Carterton boys wore 
present. 
The Secretary stated that he had written to seventeen schools notifying them of the swimming 
sports. 
The New Zealand Railway Department wrote with reference to the fares in connection with 
the late school excursion 
Resolved that the Secretary be instructed to write to the Minister of Railways, pointing out 
that in connection with the recent school excursion from Masterton to Wellington, the 
Committee was put to considerable expense locally, and that the Minister of Railways be 
asked to make a refund of the cost of advertising, etc., (about £5), as in all other excursions 
the Department pay all advertising. 
It was decided to give Mr Oliver, cleaner at the school, a month's notice. 
Mr J. O'Keefe wrote re tarring the asphalt court at the main school It was decided to let the 
matter stand over. 
Mr Jackson's report with regard to the late school concert, was read, showing that a sum of 
£2O 4s 7d had been netted over it. The receipts in connection with the concert amount to £34 
11s 3d, and the expenditure was £8 6s 8d. 
It was decided to pass a vote of thanks to Mr Jackson and the school staff for having, at the 
request of the Committee, so successfully organised the school concert. 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Jackson for the kindness and attention shown by 
him to the children and adults during the late school excursion. A vote of thanks being also 
passed to the railway officials. 
The visiting members for the month arc Messrs Pauling, McEwen, and H. O'Leary. 
14th March 1902 The credit balance- of the Masterton School Committee is £42 8s 7d.  
There were 84 names on the roll of the .Masterton Infant School, and the average attendance 
last month was 74. 
The Masterton School Committee are now in a position to purchase a piano for the Infant 
School, and the instrument will be selected forthwith. 



Last month there were an average attendance of 526 children at the Masterton Main School. 
The roll number being 604, and the percentage 87 
The sum of £26 4s 7d was cleared over the concert given sonic time ago by the pupils of the 
Masterton Schools in aid of the Infant School piano fund. 
15th March 1902 A suggestion was made to the Masterton Trust Lands Trustees last night, by 
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the local District School, in reference to establishing a 
Trust scholarship tenable at the University. It was pointed out by Mr Jackson that there will, 
in all probability, be very little demand made on the Trust scholarship fund in the future. As 
free secondary education is being given at the Masterton District High School it will not now 
be necessary for a scholar to win a scholarship in order to obtain such instruction. The only 
scholarship winners the Trust may be called upon to assist will be the winners of Victoria 
College scholarships. There will be no scholarship preparation class at the school as in the 
past, as this class has become the District High School class, the pupils in which are engaged 
in the study of the secondary subjects. For these reasons they cannot, of course, compete for 
Victoria scholarships with much chance of success. Mr Jackson further stated that as the 
Victoria Scholarship has, for the last three years of its currency, been a University 
scholarship, he suggested the advisability of the establishing, in the near future, a Trust Lands 
Trust Scholarship, tenable at the University, and open to the scholars at the Masterton District 
School. 
The Chairman recognised that they could not very well deal with the question definitely at 
present. They had already dealt with the scholarship funds for the present year, but the matter 
was a very important one. Mr Feist stated that he understood the suggestion had been made 
more for the favourable consideration of the Trust and not to be decisively dealt with at the 
present meeting. It was of such importance that it should be given the fullest consideration. 
They should be prepared to deal with it at some future date 
The Chairman did not think it desirable to delay the matter too long, If it was to be adopted it 
should be done in plenty of time to acquaint the teachers and give them an opportunity to 
prepare pupils. Also to give the pupils an opportunity to know that the scholarship is open to 
competition. It was considered that the scholarship should be accompanied with a serviceable 
grant. The matter was adjourned till next meeting. 
15th March 1902 Masterton Trust Lands Trust Mr W. H. Jackson wrote, enclosing an amount 
of £3 15s, charge for the hire of the Town Hall in connection with the recent school concert 
inaugurated in aid of procuring a piano for the infant room at the Public School. Mr Jackson 
also applied for a rebate. 
On the motion of Mr Wagg it was decided that a donation of two guineas be made 
 
18th March 1902 In view of the prizes awarded to cadets in connection with the rifle shooting 
competition, on Thursday, a number of the Masterton School Cadets visited the range 
yesterday to indulge in a little practice. 
The rifle shooting competition for the money allocated to the Wairarapa by the Government 
is to take place at the Opaki range on Thursday. It is expected that keen contests will be 
experienced. 
Applications are invited by the Masterton School Committee .for the position of cleaner to 
the schools. Applications close on Monday, March 24th. 



19th March 1902 The Masterton School Committee has decided to request the Minister for 
Railways to instruct the Railway department to pay advertising and other necessary expenses 
in the case of school  excursions. The recent Masterton excursion resulted in over £75 being 
paid in fares, and the committee is asked to pay for advertising. 
The Masterton School Committee last night recorded an almost unanimous vote in favour of 
Mr Robert Lee in the Education Board election. 
21st March 1902 Miss Arnold, lately appointed Assistant Mistress of the Newman School, 
was on Thursday presented with a silver serviette ring, with monogram engraved, by the 
teaching staff of the Masterton School, as a souvenir of her connection with the school. The 
presentation was made by Mr Anderson, headmaster of the Newman School, at the request, 
and in the name of, the Masterton teachers. 
26th March 1902 Miss Robinson, until recently employed as teacher at the Clareville School, 
and now of Masterton, was presented yesterday with a valuable gold brooch on the occasion 
of her severing her connection with the School here. 
2nd April 1902 Wellington Education Board A payment of £4 was authorised for connecting 
the main school at Masterton with the. borough water supply 
11th April 1902 A bonus of three guineas was, last night, voted to the Secretary (Mr W. M 
Easthope) by the Masterton School Committee. 
The secondary class at the Masterton  School is, at present, in charge of Mr A, N. Burns. Last 
month three new pupils joined the secondary class of the Masterton School. There are now 
twenty-six pupils attending the secondary class at the Masterton School.  
Last night's meeting was the final meeting of the present Committee of the Masterton School. 
There are six hundred and fourteen names on the roll of the Masterton Main School, the 
average attendance being five hundred and forty-one and the percentage eighty-eight. It was 
remarked at last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, that school excursions 
were on a higher level than tin-pot' race meetings 
11th April 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening. There were present Messrs E. Feist (in the chair), J. Carpenter, 
E. McEwen, J. L. Murray, J. C. Ewington, J. Pauling and A. Vile.  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of £26 12s 9d.  
A letter was read from Mrs E. Corkill asking that £2 owing to her by Mr Oliver in connection 
with cleaning done at the school be held over. It was resolved that the request be granted and 
be held over in the meantime. 
From  the Education Board with regard to the annual meeting of the School Committee, and 
asking whether the Drill Hall can be obtained free of charge The Secretary stated that he had 
made enquires and had written to the Board stating that the Drill Hall could be obtained for 
5s. A reply was received to this from the Education Board stating that they had advertised the 
meeting to take place in the Drill Hall, Masterton, and that no charge be made to the Board. 
It was resolved that tbc Secretary's action be confirmed.  
A letter was received from the Manager of Railways, "Wellington, stating that the 
Committee's request of a refund of £5, in connection with advertising the late school 
excursion, could not be granted.  
It was resolved that the Minister of Railways be written to and his attention drawn to the fact 
that School Committees are charged in connection with advertising a school excursion, 



whereas race meetings and shows arc advertised by the Department, and also point out that 
there is a decided benefit derived by from school excursions there is none from race 
meetings, etc.; that the Committees take all responsibility, and that the Minister be asked to 
make the refund of £5 to the Masterton School Committee in connection with the late 
excursion, and further that in future all school excursions be advertised by the Department.  
In connection with the appointing of a teacher for a secondary school, Mr W. H. Jackson, in 
his report, pointed out that the Board had decided to engage a teacher at £150 per annum if 
the Masterton Trust Lands Trust would supplement an amount towards he salary of the 
teacher. It was decided to let the matter stand over in the the meantime. It was resolved to 
hold over the matter of erecting a shelter shed for teachers bicycles at the Main School. 
Accounts amounting to £16 7s Id were passed for payment. It was resolved that the Chairman 
and Secretary draw up the annual report of the School Committee.  
Messrs Carpenter, Ewington and Vile were appointed visiting members for the month. 
12th April 1902 Discussion by the Trust Lands Trustees. The suggestion, emanating from Mr 
W.H. Jackson, headmaster, that the Trust Lands Trust should adopt a Trust scholarship in lieu 
of the Board scholarships, which will not now be taken up, in consequence of the 
establishment of the Masterton District High School, was considered at last night's meeting of 
the Masterton Trust Lands Trustees.  
The Chairman (Mr C. E. Daniel!) stated that it was a very important matter, and educational 
.subjects were of particular interest to them. The funds of the Trust (some £110 this year) was 
going to Wellington, which might very well be made available in Masterton. It was their duty 
to encourage education in the town and do the best for the majority of the children. He had 
that afternoon talked the matter over with Mr W. H. Jackson, whom he had also invited to 
attend the meeting that evening to give the Trustees any information.  
Mr Jackson stated that Inspector Fleming was in the town, and he could give more definite 
information on the subject. The attendance of Fleming was then secured.  
Mr Daniell mentioned that there was an attendance of 20 to 25 pupils at the District High 
School, and the question was whether the Trustees were acting wisely in supporting them and 
the school, or the half-dozen children who gained scholarships. In the course of conversation 
with him, he had gathered from Mr Jackson that the Education Board intended to invite 
tenders for the position of teacher to the District School at a salary of .£2OO, £50 of which 
was expected to be made up by the Trust. It was distinctly an educational Trust, and it was 
the members' duty to look after it.  
Mr Michell enquired if the £50 would be available from the scholarship grant or whether it 
would have to come out of the general fund.  
The Chairman stated that the scholarship fund was purely for scholarships; but he believed in 
a smart pupil being given an opportunity to go to the University. The fund might go very well 
to development in that direction. The Chairman then explained Mr Jackson's suggestion to 
Mr Fleming putting out the Trust's functions as an educational body in regard to the 
advancement of the children's interests.  
Mr Fleming said he was very pleased to be present to give any information required on the 
subject under notice. He explained the object of the establishment of the District in a place 
like Masterton, and pointed out that under the existing arrangement they were not entitled to 
the Government grant of £150 on an average attendance of 20, but the Minister had allowed 



them to start. The staff of the primary school, which was not supposed to be interfered with in 
anyway, had been impaired and they could not continue much longer in that position. It was 
intended to give a salary of £150, which would be earned by the School, the Board having no 
funds available for District High Schools; but he had recommended the Trust to give a small 
grant in order that a higher salary might be offered. The Trust could guarantee either to 
contribute £30, or the difference between what the School earned and the £2OO, to be offered 
in a salary. However, it would be preferable to grant £50, as in all probability that would 
amount a little over the £200, remaining sum could be usefully diverted towards securing 
necessary articles for the School.  
The Chairman asked Inspector Fleming, as an expert and practical man, if the Trust was on 
the right course in assisting the High School.  
Mr Fleming said he could not speak with any authority, because the Masterton School was 
the first yet established in the Wellington district. The instruction received would be of a 
practical character, and even more so in some subjects than secured at the Wellington 
College. Of course the latter certainly had its advantages.  
The Chairman enquired whether it was advisable for the Trust to assist the 25 pupils at the 
District School or 5 pupils winning scholarships. Mr Fleming said it would benefit the district 
most to support the 25, but if funds were available, by sending the brightest scholar to 
Wellington would be money well-spent. This would also induce others to be the " brightest." 
Their duty was toward the 25, but it would be equitable to cut a little of the grant off for the 
benefit of sending the  brightest boy to Wellington.  
The Chairman enquired whether a combination of the District and Technical Schools was 
practicable.  
Mr Fleming stated that the same question has been raised at Palmerston North, but there were 
some practical difficulties in the way. His idea, however, was to get the District School 
properly established first and then they could decide better what could be done. The 
continuation classes could be inaugurated for one thing. There were subjects taught in the 
Technical School not taught in the High School and vice versa. They would not want the 
subjects over-lapping, however, if they could possibly avoid it. It was best to properly 
establish the High School and afterwards raise the question of continuation classes.  
The Chairman stated that he was thoroughly in accord with assisting the High School, and the 
question was whether the Trust should grant a definite sum of £50 or make up the difference 
between what the School earned and £200 for the teacher’s salary. 
On the motion of the chairman, seconded by Mr Michell, it was decided to grant £50 for the 
purpose of assisting secondary education at the District High School. 
15th April 1902 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The Masterton Trust Lands Trustees have voted 
£50 a year in aid of a teacher for the District High School, This will enable the Education 
Board to appoint a teacher to the school at a salary of £2OO per annum. 
16th April 1902 Masterton District High School to be Connected. In reference to the proposed 
work of connecting the Masterton District High School with the drainage system the  
Engineer reported at last night's meeting of the Borough Council that his estimate of the cost 
was £160. The only difficulty regarding the work was that the drains would be very shallow 
in one locality, and the road would require raising to sufficiently cover the pipes. The Mayor 
remarked he had no idea that the cost was so small, or else he would have voted to have the 



work completed before. He considered it very essential to the safety of the school children 
and moved that the drainage be proceeded with. Cr Eton seconded the proposition, which was 
agreed to. On the motion of Cr Ewington it was resolved to have the trenching and filling-in 
done by tender. 
21st April 1902 The statutory meeting of householders for the purpose of electing the 
Masterton School Committee is to be held in the Drill Hall on the 28th inst. The nominations 
are to be received on the night of the election 
23rd April 1902 To Save an Accident. 
[to the editor.] 
Sir, —Allow me to draw the authorities attention to the state of the fence at the flour-mill in 
Chapel-street, which is dangerous to children going to and from school, and also to passers-
by. The fence has been in this state for the last few weeks, and in the event of a high wind 
might fatally injure anyone passing by at the time. As the Inspector may possibly not have 
noticed it, I take this opportunity to draw his attention to the fact,—l am, etc., Parent. 
Masterton, 22nd April. 
28th April 1902 The following is the report of the Masterton School Committee to be 
presented at the annual meeting of householders to take place this  evening :—  
REPORT OF COMMITTEE. Your Committee has much pleasure- in being able to report that 
during the past your both schools under its care have fully maintained their usual high state of 
efficiency. Although under the " Teachers Salaries Act" many changes have been made in the 
teaching staffs, and the schools somewhat disturbed in consequence, the recent examinations 
at the main school under Mr W. H. Jackson and the infant school under Miss Keeling showed 
such excellent results as must prove gratifying alike to both parents and teachers. 
Early in the past year your Committee applied to the Government to adopt a uniform set of 
school books for use in all primary schools. The agitation for this desirable reform has spread 
and representations are yet being made to the Government on this subject from all parts of the 
colony, and your Committee has hopes that the agitation it has initiated will yet prove 
successful.  
Your Committee, fully impressed with the importance of seeing to the sanitary condition of 
the schools, obtained from the Borough Council a promise that the main school should be 
connected with the drainage system. This promise has been continually urged upon the 
Council, and it is very pleasing to your Committee to be able to report that the work is now in 
hand and will soon be completed.  
The warmest thanks of the Committee and the parents are due to Mr W. H. Jackson and his 
very efficient staff for the school concert given during the past winter. The proceeds of this 
concert, £26 4s 7d, with other funds, has been used to purchase- a much needed piano for the 
infant room. 
The Government gave a grant for the encouragement of swimming and of this grant ,£5 14s 
7d fell to the share of the Wairarapa schools. Your Committee added to this, and in March 
last a swimming competition was held which proved so successful that your Committee 
would like to see it made an annual institution. 
Early in March an excursion to Wellington took place, which proved to be perhaps the most 
enjoyable school excursion that has yet been held. 



It is with no slight feelings of gratification that your Committee is able to report the 
successful inauguration of a District High School in Maserton. Throughout the year your 
Committee has been working for this. Difficulties stood in the way, principally of a financial 
character, but these have been overcome and the Masterton District High School is now 
established. Your Committee recognises the fact that a District High School is not a College, 
but believes it is the beginning of one, and looks forward to a not very distant time when the 
Masterton District High School will grow and develop into a Masterton College. 
The warmest thanks of your Committee arc due to the Town Lands Trustees for the 
substantial grants given during the year amounting to £123, and which has materially helped 
the Committee to maintain the efficiency of the schools. 
The balance-sheet shows that the gross income of the Committee for the year has been £227 
6s 8d and the expenditure leaves a credit balance as at March 31st of .£26 12s 9d, with a 
quarter's capitation allowance of, say, £20 now due. Against this there are liabilities of £35 
16s 6d, leaving a credit balance for the new Committee of .£10 16s 3d. 
Twelve ordinary and six special meetings of Committee have been held during the year and  
the attendance has been as follows: —Mr E. Feist, 15 ; Mr Carpenter, 16; Mr Ewington, 13; 
Mr R, K. Jackson, 13 ; Mr Murray, 18; Mr McEwen, 17; Mr O'Leary, 16; Mr Vile, 18 ; Mr 
Pauling, 12. 
28th April 1902 Masterton School. Before the meeting of householders commenced in the 
Drill Hall, last evening, the outgoing Masterton School Committee met. After confirming the 
minutes of the previous meeting and passing a vote of thanks to Mr E. Feist for acting as 
Chairman during the year, the meeting adjourned. 
29th April 1902 There was a good attendance of householders at the meeting held afterwards. 
The report and balance-sheet were read. Mr E. Feist said it was a fair, account of the various 
work done by the Committee during the past twelve years. In moving the adoption of the 
report and balance-sheet, he remarked that there was not much to be said. The Masterton 
school was one of the largest outside of Wellington, and it was in charge of an exceedingly 
competent man in Mr W. H. Jackson (Hear Hear!) They had one of the finest school grounds 
in the Wellington province. They were indebted to the Trust Lands Trust for a considerable 
extent for the help given by that body. In fact, he did not know how they would have got on 
without them. The School Committee was now in the fortunate position of having a credit 
balance—a thing they had not had for some considerable time. The report and balance-sheet 
were adopted. Mr E. Feist was elected Chairman of the meeting. Mr Feist said he did not seek 
re-election and remarked that he had been Chairman since 1890. He had now decided to 
retire. In reply to a question from Mr H. W. Pownall, Mr Feist said the election of chairman 
would take place after the result of the poll was known. Nominations were received and the 
election was proceeded with. The following is the result:—J. H. Pauling 64, J. L. Murray 62, 
E. McEwen 62, J. C. Ewington 61, A. P. Rawson 60, H. O'Leary 57, J. Carpenter 57, A. H. 
Vile 51, R. Brown 38, R. K. Jackson 33, G. H. Goodall 26, J. Fowles 23, H. W. Pownall 18. 
The first nine members were declared elected.  
Messrs Magnuson and Hathaway were the scrutineers. –  
At a meeting of the ingoing committee Mr A. H. Vile was elected Chairman. Mr W. M. 
Easthope was re-elected Secretary at a salary of £12 10s per year. A vote of thanks, to be 
entered in the minute book, was passed to the retiring chairman Mr E. Feist 



9th May 1902 The Kindergarten system is proving a success at the Masterton Infant School. 
Three more new pupils will probably join the secondary classes of the Masterton District 
High School on Monday.  
There are eighty-eight names on the roll of the Masterton Infant School, and the average 
attendance is seventy-four. There is now a very fair attendance of pupils at the secondary 
classes of the Masterton District High School. 
The Town Lauds Trustees have granted .£50 towards the salary of a teacher for the secondary 
class at the Masterton District High School 
Miss Millington commenced the cookery classes at the Masterton School on April 10th. The 
lessons will be continued till September.  
Under the new Act relating to school teachers, Miss Smith, of the Masterton District High 
School, is to be transferred to another school. 
There are six hundred names on the roll of the Masterton District High School and the 
average attendance is five hundred and five 
9th May 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening, there being present Messrs A. Vile (in the chair), J. C. 
Ewington, J. L. Murray, R. Brown, A. P. Rawson, J. Carpenter, E. McEwen, and H. O'Leary . 
Correspondence was read from Mister Sutherland and Mrs J. Moore with regard to the 
alteration of the School hours.  
The Chairman said he spoke to Mr Jackson about the change, and the latter pointed out that it 
had been the practice for several years past to alter the hours, opening the School half an hour 
later in the morning and having only an hour for dinner, during the winter months. Mr 
Jackson also gave him very good reasons for changing the hours in winter.  
Mr Murray moved, and Mr O'Leary seconded, that the Headmaster be asked to go back to the 
summer hours.  
As an amendment, Mr Brown moved, and Mr Ewington seconded, that the matter be 
adjourned for a month and enquiries made with regard to obtaining two rooms at the School 
for the children to stop in during lunch time.  
The amendment, on being put to the meeting, was carried.  
A letter was received from the Railway Department, re the Committee's application for a 
refund of a sum of money spent in advertising, stating that the School excursions are run 
under special regulations, and it was universal for the School Committees to advertise 
excursions; therefore the Railways regretted that no re-fund could be made. —  
The matter was dropped, as the Committee recognised nothing further could be done.  
Mr C. A. Pownall wrote on behalf of - Mr E. Olliver asking for an explanation as to the 
latter's dismissal as school cleaner.  
On the motion of Mr Vile, seconded by Mr Ewington, it was resolved that the letter be 
received, and that the Secretary write to Mr Pownall notifying him of the fact.  
A letter was received from the Blue and White League thanking the Committee for the use of 
a room. 
 It was resolved to ask Mr Jackson to supply a report as to the number on the roll, and the 
average attendance at the secondary class of the Masterton District High School.  
It was resolved that application be made to the Trust Lands Trust for the usual grant. It was 
resolved to draw the attention of the headmaster to the fact that complaints had been made 



that certain teachers at the school had recommended children where to purchase school 
requisites, and to see that such a is stopped.  
It was decided to write and ask The Education Board to allow the Truant Officer to visit this 
district.  
The visiting members for the month arc Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter and J. C. Ewington. 
12th May 1902 A match took place on the School ground on Saturday afternoon between the 
Rifle Cadets and the schoolboys and resulted in a win for the latter by four points to three. 
For the winners, V. Williams potted a goal a few minutes before call of time, while for the 
losers Fielding scored a try 
14th May 1902 Miss Smith, of Masterton, replaces Miss Ross as teacher at the Gladstone 
School 
17th May 1902 In all probability, the Masterton School Committee will decide upon nine 
o'clock for the opening hour of the school, as the majority of parents have expressed 
themselves in favour of that hour 
21st May 1902 At a special meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last evening, it 
was decided to open at 9 o'clock during the winter months instead of at 9.30 o'clock. 
21st May 1902 MASTERTON, May 20. An eight-year-old girl named Nellie Davis, while 
returning from school on a waggon fell off and the hind wheel went over her head. Death was 
instantaneous. 
22nd May 1902 The inquest on Ellen Maud Davis, who was killed by being run over by a 
waggon, at Lansdowne, on Tuesday, was held at the residence of the deceased's parents 
yesterday afternoon, before the Coroner, Mr W. P. James, The following jury was empanelled 
:—F. W. Green (foreman), B. F. Weller, T. Cox, J. Ramsay, M. Wilton, A. Taylor. The 
following evidence was taken :— Hermione Knight, aged six, deposed she was the daughter 
of J. G. Knight, a driver for Messrs Williams and Beetham. Witness recollected coming from 
school on the day of the accident, in company with deceased and " Sonny" Davis. Witness 
and others got on top of the timber waggon, at the tail end. It was near Beetham's stables 
when deceased wanted to catch up to " Joey " O'Connor, who was ahead of the waggon. She 
got off the waggon between the front and back wheels. She tumbled when, she was getting 
off, and fell on the ground, the back wheel going right over her. Chesterman was driving, and 
knew they were all on the waggon. They did not speak to him. Were in the habit of getting on 
the waggons as they went along. Had never been told not to get on. Can get on the waggons 
quite easily. The waggon stopped after deceased fell off, and they all got down. Deceased 
was lying dead and was picked up by witness' father. Hedley Chesterman deposed that he 
was a waggon driver for Messrs Williams and Beetham. Was driving an empty timber 
waggon on Tuesday, with five horses, from Masterton. It was a "telescopic" waggon. The 
wheels were ten feet apart. Glanced behind near the Waipoua bridge and saw the children 
hanging on the back of the waggon. Did not notice the children after that as his attention was 
taken away. Met a man near the bridge who spoke to him. He stopped the waggon when the 
man spoke to him. He drove on till he got near the stables. The first thing he felt was the 
shock of the wheel striking the child. He looked round and saw the deceased on the ground. 
Witness pulled up and went back. He asked the little boy there who the little girl was and he 
said it was his sister. The other two children where on the waggon when he stopped. Went to 
pick up the child when the horses bolted, and he called Knight who was in the stables. He 



came over and picked the child up. Witness could see the child was dead. Knight carried the 
child into witness' place, and witness took the horses to the stable. The police and doctor 
came soon, after. Witness was always troubled with children climbing on the waggon. Never 
used the whip to the children although he had been told to. Witness had warned children on 
several occasions, and they had thrown stones at him. His attention was taken right away 
from the children through what the man had told him about his fowls dying. Always took 
care to see the children did not get past the wheels. By the Coroner: It was a dangerous 
practice to let the children on. As soon as his back was turned they would be on in spite of 
anything. J. G. Knight deposed he was a driver in the employ of Messrs Williams and 
Beetham. Remembered being called from the stable by last witness about 4 o'clock. Came 
outside the stable and saw a little girl (deceased) lying on the road. The waggon was standing 
about thirty feet in front of the child. Did not notice the other children. Chesterman was 
driving the waggon. Went and picked the child up. Noticed a stream of blood on the road, and 
the blood was coming freely from deceased's mouth and nose. The child was dead. Carried 
the child into Chesterman's house. Someone went for a doctor and the police, who came 
immediately. Chesterman calling him, first drew his attention to the affair. He drove a similar 
waggon. Was also annoyed by children climbing on his waggon. It was a great difficulty to 
keep them off. Did not willingly let them get on the waggon, Had stopped his waggon before, 
and made them get off. By the Coroner: Had he ever used the whip to the children. He, had 
often warned them. Dr. J. Burgh, medical practitioner, deposed he was sent for on Tuesday 
afternoon, to come to Lansdowne, to see a child who had been run over by a waggon. Saw 
the deceased at Chesterman's house. Made an external examination at the request of the 
police. Found the vault of the skull, in the left frontal region, had a depressed fracture. The 
base of the skull was also fractured. There were signs of bleeding from the nose and mouth. 
The left thigh was fractured. The fractures of the skull accounted for the child's death, which 
would probably be instantaneous. George Davis, a labourer, deposed that deceased was his 
daughter, She was 8 ½  years old. The jury returned a verdict that death was the result of a 
pure accident, and no blame was attached to the driver. 
23rd May 1902 The remains of the little girl Nellie Davis, who met her death in such a sad 
manner on Tuesday, were interred in the Masterton Cemetery yesterday afternoon. The burial 
service was conducted by Adjutant Sadanand most impressively, and there were a number of 
sympathising friends of the bereaved parents present. Several wreaths were placed on the 
coffin. 
23rd May 1902 The first contest between the Wairarapa schools, for the trophy of a football 
presented for competition by the Wairarapa Union, is to be played to-morrow, when a team 
representing the Masterton School meets the Carterton School team. Two matches are to be 
played between each school. 
27th May 1902 A commencement has been made with the extension of the Masterton 
drainage to the District High School from the main sewer in Worksop-road 
29th May 1902 Wellington Education Board The appointment of an assistant teacher for the 
Masterton High School was postponed 
3rd June 1902 In a long piece headed Proclamation of Peace was this piece: the Band then 
played a very tuneful selection, entitled " Independentia," afterwards marching to the Main 
School, and leading the children (many of whom carried flags) to the Post Office corner, at 



which point the Infant School children joined them. The Mayor addressed the assembled 
children at some length, explaining the history of the war, and entering into details with 
regard to the proclamation of peace. The children afterwards sung the National Anthem, the 
Band assisting. 
4th June 1902 The Coronation as it has been announced that it is the King’s wish that the 
school-children at Home should have a week’s holiday. on the occasion of the Coronation, 
the New Zealand Government is making arrangements for a similar holiday for the school 
children of this colony. As the mid-winter holidays will fall at this time, it is suggested that 
the ordinary vacation should be extended for another week. A letter on the subject was 
received by the Wellington Education Board from the Minister of Education on Wednesday, 
when the following resolution was passed unanimously: “That in connection with the 
Coronation celebrations, the mid-winter holidays should commence on the 23rd June, and 
extend for three weeks, the extra week to be in honour of the King’s Coronation.” 
7th June 1902 A theoretical examination in connection with Trinity College, London, is being 
held at St. Bride's Convent to-day. Twelve candidates are being presented. Mrs T. Duncan 
acted as supervisor this morning, and Mrs A. H. Bunny in that capacity this afternoon. An 
examination is also being held at the Masterton School to-day. There are seventy candidates 
for all day. Mrs Ibbetson is acting as supervisor. _ 
11th June 1902 he Chairman of the Masterton School Committee wrote to the Masterton 
Borough Council, last night, requesting that the drainage be extended from the proposed 
termination of the mains at the side gate to the back of the school in Chapel-street, thus 
proving not only of advantage to the School but also to residents in Chapel-street. It was 
stated that the suggested alteration in the present plan of extension represented an additional 
cost of .£50, and it was decided, on the motion of Cr. Morris, that the Council undertakes the. 
work providing the School Committee is prepared to contribute half the extra cost, 
12th June 1902 When the Ministerial party visited the Masterton Public School, yesterday 
forenoon, one feature commented upon was the very inadequate accommodation and the 
consequent over-crowding of the class-rooms. Pleasure was expressed at the way the scholars 
marched out from their lessons with musical accompaniment. The marching was very precise 
and regular, and the Ministerial party were greatly impressed with the creditable way in 
which the children acquitted themselves. 
13th June 1902 The Masterton District High School has a credit balance of £5 4s Od. 
The Masterton Schools "break up" for the winter holidays on Friday next, Juno 20th. 
Ono now pupil joined the secondary classes at the Masterton District High School Inst 
month. 
Twenty-six girls and seventeen boys are now 'attending the secondary classes at the 
Masterton District High School. 
At the Masterton Infant School there are 80 names on the roll, and an average attendance of 
72. 
Mr W. M. Easthope has been appointed treasurer to the Masterton School Committee. 
There are now 622 names on the roll of the Masterton District High School, the average 
attendance being 518 and the percentage 88. 
Miss Sylvester has been appointed a teacher at the Masterton District High School, vice Miss 
Smith transferred to the Gladstone School. 



There are now forty-three pupils attending the secondary education classes at the Masterton 
High School, with an average attendance of thirty-eight, and a percentage of eighty-eight. 
The attendance of pupils at the secondary classes of the Masterton District High School, was 
very favourably commented on by the members of the School Committee at flic meeting, last 
evening. 
13th June 1902 Monthly Meeting. 
The monthly "meeting of the Masterton School Committee was hold in the Technical School 
last evening. There were present Messrs A. H. Vile (chairman), J. L. Murray, J. Carpenter, E. 
McEwen, H. O'Leary , A. P. Rawson and J. C. Ewington. 
An apology was received from Mr R. Brown for non-attendance. 
Mr T. Cox wrote re sweeping chimneys at the school, and it was decided that he do the work 
for the next twelve months. 
Correspondence was received from the Bank of New Zealand with reference to signing 
cheques. 
A letter was received from the Education Board's Inspector forwarding cheque book and 
asking for certain receipts. It was decided that a sub-committee, consisting of Messrs Murray, 
Ewington, and the Secretary, investigate the matter and obtain vouchers. 
The Education Board wrote re capitation; and pointed out that the Board had no Truant 
Officer now; and also that Miss Smith had been transferred to the Gladstone School. 
Correspondence was received from the. Town Clerk re drainage at the School. The action of 
the Chairman in writing to the Borough Council was confirmed, and. it was resolved that the 
Committee ask. the Education Board to bear half the cost of the drainage through Russell-
street' into Chapel-street' and a copy of the: letter from the Town Clerk be forwarded to the 
Education Board. 
Mr McEwen's  notice of motion, re asking the Education Board to make the Infant School a 
Standard School was dealt with. The Chairman moved an amendment, that the Education 
Board be asked to convert the Infant School into a Second Standard School, for the 
convenience of small children attending from Lansdowne and other places in the vicinity of 
the Infant School. 
The amendment was carried. It was resolved that application be made to the Trust Lauds 
Trustees for dedicating the piece of land opposite St. Patrick's Church for a future High 
School, and that a Committee, consisting of Messrs Ewington, Rawson, and the Chairman, 
wait upon the Trustees at their next meeting, with regard to the matter. 
It was resolved that the Education Board's attention be drawn to the fact that the attendance at 
the District High School has increased since applications were first called for a teacher, and 
that, fresh applications be called, based on an. attendance of forty. 
Several small accounts were passed for payment. 
The visiting members for the month arc Messrs J. L. Murray, E. McEwen and H. O'Leary. 
13th June 1902 The Masterton School Committee decided last night to ask the Town Lands 
Trustees for a site on which to erect high school buildings. 
16th June 1902 LECTURE TO TEACHERS. 
Mr B. Herdman -Smith, the recently appointed instructor in modelling and design, delivered 
the second of his series of lectures to the teachers of this district, in the Masterton School, on 
Saturday last. Owing to the weather the attendance was small, only twenty teachers being 



present. The lecturer dealt with the work of the first three standards. In the first standard he 
suggested that the work should be restricted to flat brush impressions applied to border 
making. In the second standard he recommended the " drag " stroke should be introduced and 
curves, the designs being applied to triangle and circular figures, in addition to those used in 
the first standard, In the third standard he suggested the use of two colours in the designs, and 
illustrated the application of simple plant forms to the making of borders. The lecture was 
very interesting and instructive and was much appreciated by the teachers present. Mr Smith's 
final lecture will be given on July 19th. 
20th June 1902 PRESENTATION TO MR E. FEIST. 
A Unanimous Tribute. 
A very interesting function took place at the Masterton District High School, yesterday 
afternoon, when Mr E. Feist was presented with a handsome silver inkstand from the 
members of the School Committee, in conjunction with the teaching staff, to suitably mark 
the occasion of his retirement from the position of Chairman of the Committee, after 
occupying it for the past thirteen years, besides materially assisting in the cause of education 
for many years past.  
Mr A. Vile, Chairman of the Committee, made the presentation in the presence of several 
Committeemen, besides a number of the teaching staff. In doing so, he referred to the general 
feeling of regret at Mr Feist's retirement from the Committee after so many years of faithful 
work in the cause of education generally, both as a member and Chairman of the Committee, 
and, also as a member of the Wellington Education Board. Mr Vile said he was voicing the 
opinion of all when, he said that Mr Feist's absence would be severely felt in educational 
matters. The Wairarapa had reason to feel grateful to Mr Feist, as he has always taken a keen 
interest in the progress of education, and assisted in its advancement, and was no doubt 
influenced by the best of motives. In asking him to accept the present he stated that it was not 
for its intrinsic worth that it was to be valued, but for the spirit in which it was given by the 
committeemen and members of the teaching staff. He expressed a hope that he would live 
long to use it and look back upon the time he had spent  with the School Committee with 
feelings of pleasure. (Applause).  
Mr W. H. Jackson, head-master, in a few suitable remarks, made reference to the regret that 
all felt at Mr Feist's retirement, but the pleasure it afforded them to have an opportunity to 
show their appreciation of his past services in the cause of education. It was some consolation 
for them to know that Mr Feist would still be with them, and that his sympathies were still 
inclined in the direction of educational progress and this was partial compensation for the 
years of his active services as Committee. Mr Jackson referred to the time he was welcomed 
to Masterton by Mr Feist fourteen years ago, and to the changes that have since taken place, 
Their acquaintance had always been marked with friendship. Mr Feist had been a model 
Chairman, his integrity in discharging the duties devolving upon him being of such a 
character as to earn one's complete respect. He extended to Mr Feist a cordial welcome to the 
school at any time. (Applause).  
Messrs R. Brown and H. O'Leary also made appropriate speeches, eulogistic of Mr Feist's 
past services as Chairman of the School Committee. 
Mr Feist, who was applauded on rising, said he was very pleased to be in the position to be 
able to accept the handsome gift presented to him, which would embellish his writing-desk so 



long as he required an ink-stand. He referred to his connection with education when the 
school was held in a small building now attached to the Druids' Hall, subsequently in the 
building now used by the Salvation Army, and also on the present school site. He did not 
know how long ago it was, nor could he remember, but he had been the Committee for the 
past 13 years. He was always pleased to give in educational matters, and it certainly| did 
make one regret severing connection with an institution after being identified with it for so 
long, and gaining the respect and esteem of all, as he believed he had done. (Hear! Hear!) 
With all his imperfections he had sincerely tried to discharge his duties honestly, and for the 
benefit of the school and district. As regards again taking up the work it was a matter for 
future consideration. 
Mr Feist then spoke in high appreciation of the teachers and referred to the difficulties they 
have to contend with, expressing the opinion that more holidays should be granted them, 
because their work was of a very arduous nature. He concluded by returning his heartiest 
thanks for the handsome present. 
Afternoon tea was very kindly provided by the ladies of the teaching staff, for which they 
were accorded a hearty vote of thanks. Mr Jackson responded on behalf of the ladies, 
acknowledging the kindly expressions, and also the remarks of appreciation of the teachers 
and their difficulties. The pleasant function then terminated. 
23rd June 1902 Football Te Ore Ore and Masterton are now level for the Schools' 
Championship, the former school having won one match and one by default, while Masterton 
has beaten Carterton and Greytown. ' 
25th June 1902 The valuation of the property of the borough of Masterton recently made 
shows that there has, since last valuation, been an increase in values to the extent of 
£I8O,OOO. The present value of properties in. the borough is over £600,000. The 
hotelkeepers in. Masterton have decided, without solicitation, to close their hotels during 
religious services on Coronation Day.  
11th July The number of pupils attending the secondary classes at the Masterton District High 
School is 48. 
The average attendance of the Masterton District High School, during the time it was opened 
last month, was 547, number on the roll 619, per centage 88. 
So far as consulting a school committee, in connection with the appointment of a teacher, the 
Education Act is a farce," remarked a member at the meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee last evening. 
The average attendance of pupils at the secondary classes at the Masterton District High 
School is 24. 
11th July 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present Messrs A. H. Vile (Chairman), H. 
O'Leary, A. McEwen, J. C. Ewington, J. Pauling, J. Carpenter. An apology for absence was 
received From Mr J L. Murray.  
Correspondence was read from Mr A. Thomson, re nomination on the Wellington Education 
Board.  
Letters were received from the Education Board re the appointment of Mr Smith to the 
Masterton District High School; re drainage at school, stating there was no authority for 
spending the Board's funds in that direction, and also re tuition up to the second standard. 



Mr Vile moved, and Mr O'Leary seconded, " That the Masterton School Committee, 
acknowledges the courtesy of the Wellington Education Board in consulting it concerning the 
appointment of an assistant for the District High School; but it considers that, as the Board 
has already selected a teacher {vide letter dated June 26th, 1902), no good purpose can be 
served by making a recommendation. That the attention of the Acting-Premier and of the 
Minister of Education be drawn to the fact that, in the appointment of teachers in the 
Wellington Education district, the Education Board makes its selection before consulting the 
School Committee interested. The Masterton Committee is of opinion that the intention of the 
Legislature concerning the consultation of Committees should be more clearly defined." 
The motion, on being put to the meeting was carried. It was resolved to ask the Education 
Board to connect the Infant School with the drainage system. Several small accounts were 
passed for payment.  
The visiting members  for the month are Messrs Pauling, Rawson and Vile. 
19th July 1902 SITE FOR FUTURE HIGH SCHOOL. 
Mr A. H. Vile, representing the Masterton School Committee, waited on the Trust Lands 
Trustees' meeting, last night, requesting the dedication of the Trust section opposite St. 
Patrick's Church for the purpose of ft District High School. Mr Vile explained that his 
Committee was of opinion that the present school site would be inadequate for future 
requirements of a High School. Mr Hogg was moving in the matter, but since the resolution 
was passed by the Committee an Empowering Bill had boon introduced into Parliament. The 
Chairman explained that the Trustees had given Mr Hogg power to take charge of the Bill, 
which would be subject to the vote of the people. What was being asked for was under 
consideration, and the Trustees had gone as far as they could as Trustees. Mr Vile expressed a 
hope that the poll of the rate payers would be favourable 
25th July 1902 The following team will represent the Masterton School against the Greytown 
School at Masterton to-morrow: —Flaws, Taylor. Hooper, Moore, V. Williams, Iggulden, 
White, Coradine, Coyle, Smith, Billington, Pauling, Dorset (captain), Keith, Lang. The rifle 
Cadets defeated the Masterton School yesterday by ten three. 
31st July 1902 The Education Department has asked the Education Board to follow one of 
two courses in connection with the infant school which is now being carried on in Masterton 
quite separately from the main school. Either the school must be converted into a school for 
all standards or into an adjunct of the main school. The Board has referred the matter to the 
Masterton School Committee. 
The Education Board has confirmed the appointment of Mr. H. Smith, B.A. of the 
Greymouth High School, to the staff of the Masterton District High School. 
31st July Wellington Education Board The Board decided that it had no power to contribute to 
the cost of street drainage in connection with the Masterton School.  
A motion by the Chairman that the Masterton and Petone Schools be placed in Class A for 
scholarship examinations was deferred until next meeting 
31st July 1902 Mr H. Smith, B.A., assistant master of the Greymouth District High School, 
who has had a number of years’ experience in high school work, has been appointed, at a 
salary of £2OO a year, to teach secondary subjects at the Masterton District High School. 
31st July 1902 For many years an infant school has been carried on in Masterton (says the 
N.Z. Times) quite separately from the main school. The Secretary for Education has 



communicated with the Wellington Education Board intimating that as the Act contemplates 
no such arrangement it will have to cease and intimating that it is desirable that a decision on 
the subject shall be immediately arrived at. There are two courses open. Either the Board 
must convert the infant school into a school for all standards, or it must convert it into an 
adjunct of the main school. It remains for the people of Masterton, through the local 
Committee, to elect which course is to be followed. The question presents several important 
aspects, and will require careful consideration—firstly, to ensure that Masterton's reputation 
for scholastic excellence shall be maintained ; and, secondly, to avoid doing an injustice to 
the teaching staff responsible for bringing the infant school to a very high state of efficiency. 
6th August 1902 The Masterton School football team will play a similar team from Carterton 
next Friday morning, in the Park and in the afternoon the Schools' representative team will 
play all comers. The old boys of the Masterton School are specially requested to roll up and 
give some practice to the " reps." 
7th August 1902 It has been decided by the Masterton School Committee to close the School 
to-morrow for the Coronation holiday. The matter on deciding on the exact day was referred 
to the committees by the Department. 
9th August 1902 The Masterton School defeated the Carterton School at Masterton  yesterday 
by 32 points to 3. Taylor scored four tries for the local team as a result of unselfish passing, 
good racing powers and weak tackling on the part of the visitors. Moore scored three tries, 
Lang, Coradine, and Dorset one each. White converted one. V. Williams made several 
splendid shots at the goal, none of which he succeeded in putting over the bar. This lad 
played a really good game and was responsible for nearly every score. The passing of the 
local backs was a treat to see and should be an example to older players. Carterton placed a 
weak team in the field on account of several boys being unable to get away but played a 
plucky game despite their being so much lighter than the local fifteen. Carterton's score was a 
goal from a free kick. Mr D. E. Parton gave every satisfaction as referee. 
15th August 1902 Arrangements for to-morrow’s representative match between the 
Wellington and Wairarapa public schools are well forward, and the team is to arrive in charge 
of Mr A. Bums, of the Masterton School, by to-night’s mail train. 
15th August 1902 The Masterton District High School has now been registered as a High 
School. 
There are ninety names on the roll of the Masterton Infant school, the average attendance 
being seventy-six. 
The Masterton School Committee are taking stringent steps in connection with parents whoso 
children do not attend school 
The number on the roll of the secondary classes of the Masterton District High School is 
forty-three, and the average attendance forty-one 
The number of pupils on the roll of the Masterton District High School is six hundred and 
twenty-five, average attendance five hundred and sixty-two, percentage ninety 
15th August 1902 Offer from the Masterton Cricketers. 
The headmaster of the Masterton District High School (Mr W. H. Jackson), in his monthly 
report, read before the School Committee, last evening, stated that the representatives of the 
Masterton  Club had approached him in regard to obtaining the use of the School ground for 
playing cricket on. Mr Jackson's report read:--"For several seasons past the Masterton 



cricketers have given financial and other assistance to school cricket in connection with our 
School. I have been very glad of their help, for, in spite of all the efforts of myself and the 
assistant masters .on my staff boys have not taken up cricket with much enthusiasm. This has 
been owing greatly to the fact that they have seen very little adult cricket. This year an effort 
is being made to revive cricket in Masterton, and I have been approached by representatives 
of the Masterton cricketers with a proposal that, in return for such use of the school pitch, on 
days other than the boys practice days, the cricketers are prepared to devote a sum of money 
for the improvement of the ground, and, also, a sum with which to help in the purchase of 
cricketing material for the boys. This offer is a very fair one, and its acceptance will 
materially benefit school cricket. I trust the Committee will rake no objection to the 
proposal." 
Mr Jackson also forwarded a letter he had received on the subject from Mr D. E, Parton, in 
which it was stated that the Park Oval would probably be ploughed up this season.  
Mr O'Leary said he was inclined to fall in with Mr Jackson's view.  
Mr Ewington  said they should not debar the boys from playing for even two days. They 
should investigate the matter before taking any steps.  
Mr Carpenter thought the cricketers using the ground would not interfere with the boys. The 
Chairman considered that, as the schoolmaster was in favour of letting the cricketers have the 
use of the pitch, the Committee should let them have it at a certain sum. It was eventually 
decided  that a committee, consisting of the Chairman, and Messrs Pauling and Ewington, go 
into the matter, and report at the next meeting- 
15th August 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening. There were present—Messrs A. H. Vile (in the chair), J. 
Carpenter, H. O'Leary, J. C. Ewington, R. Brown, J. L. Murray.  
Several letters were received from- the Education Board re registration of the Masterton 
District High School as a High School, drainage at school, and several other matters of minor 
importance. The Secretary was instructed to send notices to parents of children whose names 
arc on the absentee list, and that a Committee consisting of Messrs Brown, Murray and Vile 
interview the police in reference to the matter. Several accounts were passed for payment. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Ewington. 
 A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the Borough Council for the presentation of a flag and 
pole to the Masterton School. 
20th August 1902 Masterton Borough Council The Secretary of the Masterton School 
Committee wrote, thanking the Council for the gift of the flag and flagstaff. 
28th August 1902 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Special Meeting , , 
A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical School last 
evening. Mr E. McEwen occupied the Chair, and there were also present—Messrs J. 
Carpenter, H. O'Leary, J. Pauling and J. C. Ewington. 
Correspondence was read with regard to Mr Smith, teacher of the secondary classes at the 
Masterton District High School, having received another position, his place being thereby 
rendered vacant, A telegram was received from the Education Board, stating that Mr E. G, 
Morris had been selected. 



Mr O'Leary moved, and Mr Pauling seconded, " That the receipt of the telegram be 
acknowledged, and that the Committee is of opinion that fresh applications should be called 
for the position, as the number of pupils attending the secondary classes of the school has 
increased since the previous applications were called." On being put to the meeting the 
resolution was unanimously carried. 
This concluded the business, and the meeting adjourned. 
2nd September 1902 The annual examination is proceeding .it the Masterton School, Mr W. 
H. Jackson, headmaster, examining the classes up to the Fifth Standard. The Inspectors are 
expected in the course of a week. 
2nd September 1902 Mr. A. Vile, who leaves Masterton to carry on the Eketahuna Express; 
has resigned his position as chairman of the School Committee. At a meeting today Mr. R. 
Brown was elected chairman temporarily 
3rd September 1902 Mr. E. T. Norris, of the Wanganui High School, has received the 
appointment of assistant master at the Masterton District High School. 
3rd September 1902 The side school at Masterton is to be placed under the control of Mr 
Jackson, the headmaster of the main school 
12th September 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was hold in 
the Technical School last evening. There were present:—Messrs IL Brown (in the chair), J. 
Carpenter, H. O'Leary, J. L. Murray, E. McEwen, J. C. Ewington and A. P. Rawson. 
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of £20 8s lOd. 
Correspondence was received from the Education Board re Mr Norris' appointment to the 
Masterton District High School and other minor matters. 
The Secretary for Education wrote, stating that the Minister of Education could not see his 
way clear to take any action with regard to the committees protest against the present way the 
Education Board consults committees when appointing teachers. Mr E. K. Jackson was 
appointed to the School Committee, vice Mr A. H. Vile, resigned. Two accounts were passed 
for payment, and one, re drainage account, to be forwarded to the Education Board. 
The sub-Committee, set up to deal with the Masterton Cricket Club's application re playing 
cricket on the school ground, recommended that the Club's offer be accepted on certain 
conditions. Mr R. Brown was unanimously elected Chairman, vice Mr A. H. Vile, resigned. 
A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr A. H. Vile for his past services on the School 
Committee. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs J. L. Murray, E. McEwen and H. O'Leary. 
12th September o annual examination of the Masterton  District High School will take place 
on Monday next. 
The Masterton Cricket Club have obtained the use of the school ground to play cricket on. A 
start was made yesterday to get the ground in order. 
There arc forty-four names on the roll of the secondary classes of the Masterton District High 
School, with an average attendance of thirty-eight. 
Mr E. T. Norris, the newly-appointed teacher of the secondary classes of the Masterton 
District High School will take up his duties on Monday, September 22nd. 
There are six hundred and twenty-five names on the roll of the Masterton District High 
School, the average attendance being five hundred and sixty-seven, and the percentage 
ninety-one. 



16th September 1902 Inspectors Fleming and Bakewell arrived in Masterton, yesterday 
afternoon, and commenced the annual  exanimation of the various classes. 
20th September 1902 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
Annual Examination. 
The annual examination was completed by Inspectors Fleming and Bakewell on Thursday 
morning. The following is a list of passes: — 
Secondary Class, Standard VII. certificates. —Boys—John Coradine, Frank Coyle, Arthur 
Donald, Richmond Hooper, Monte Iggulden, Basil Keith, George Smith, Charles Taylor. 
Girls—Hilda Berry, Fay Hogg, Winnie Jones, Rhoda Messenger, Ina McKenzie, Edith 
Michell, Gertie Pauling, Ernestine yon Keisenberg.  
Standard Vl.—Boys—Percy Braggins, Rupert Byford, Stanley Cresswell, Edward Feely, 
Joseph Eraser, Edward Low, Jack Long. Lester Minifie, George Morris, Eldon Moore, 
William Muir, Colin McEwen, Geoffrey Rawson, Robert Reardon, Harry Russell, Harold 
White, Archie Williams, Victor Williams, John Wylie.  
Girls—Sophia Allen, Violet Carpenter, Millie Coradine, Jennie Deane, Vera Edwards, 
Evelyn Elliott, Daisy Greenwood, Daisy Gardiner, Nettie Hooper, Flora Heard, Ivy Hooper, 
Rita Hooper, Sidney Jackson, Winnie Logan, Lily Osman, Ruby Pawson, Gladys Smith, 
Hetty Smith, Sybil Styles, Mabel Sutton, Myrtle Winteringham.  
Standard V— Boys—Carl Andrickson, Bert Broadbent, Jack  Berry, Victor Billington, 
William Bannister, Percy Church, Charles Cole, James Deane, Hubert Daniell, John Eves, 
Stanley Edwards, William Flaws, Eric Fuller, Edwin Greathead, Stanley Hogg, Nat Hooper, 
Arthur Hoar, Philip Hyde, Alfred Iggulden, Henry Jones, Leonard King, David La Roche, 
Gordon Laing, Edward Lyttle, Charles Lyttle, Aleck Long, Thomas Miller, James McMullen, 
Cyril Nettlefold, Fred Philips, Henry Pauling, Willie Palamontain, Claude Russell, Jarl 
Syverston, Victor Swanson, Warren Williams, Edgar Williams, Charles Yates.  
Girls—Marion Allsworth, Nina Christensen, Jessie Campbell, Alice Campbell, Winnie 
Carpenter, Annie Dixon, Ida Daniell, Elsie Easthope, Constance  Elliott, Elsie Franks, Laura 
Forman, Florence Green, Mary Gordon, Millicent Gordon, Chrissie Graham, Nellie Hill, 
Harriet Hood, Mabel Holmes, Gretta Huston, Maud Hounslow, Mizpah Hayes, Lily Jackson, 
Dorothy Jackson, Phillis Langley, Nellie Matthews, Ivy McKenzie, Constance McEwen, 
Matilda McNair, Minnie Miller, Julia O'Neill, Kathleen Olliver, Olive Richards, Margaret 
Robins, Nell Robins, Ethel Stone, Madge Tait, Elsie Tooby, Constance Tooby, Eva Wallis, 
Elsie Webb, Hetty Wickens, Maud Wagg, Stella Winzenberg .  
Standard IV.—Boys—John Andrews, William Adams, Archie Dixon, Fred Dixon, George 
Edlin , Edwin Harrod, Rupert  Hatch, Earl Huston, Noel Hewitt, James Heyhoe, Otto 
Ibbetson, George Jackson, Herbert Jones, Robert Mcintosh, Timothy McMullen, Fred 
Pauling, Edwin Rigg, Victor Sutton, Bertha Syverston, Ernest Simonson, George Scrimgeour, 
Rangi Te Tau.  
Girls Blanche Beere, Ruth Curham, Ada Darville, Constance Easthope, Eva Ewington, Elsie 
Flanagan, Florence Ford, Ella Jones, Blanche Knight, Mary McKenzie, Alice McKeon, Doris 
Millar, Hilda Moore, Aileen Murray, Edith Murray, Agnes Nicolson, Minnie Physick, Emily 
Peters, Elsie Recs, Lily Reynolds, Hilda Lewis, Muriel Spackman, Amy Shaw, Madge 
Townsend, Daisy Terry, Dora Walker, Eva Winch, Eva Saunders. 



Standard III. —Boys —Charles Ashley, Herbert Billington, Ross Burridge, George Brooks, 
Tom Brooks, Richard Barrett, Hector Braggins, John Blackmore, Percy Chapman, John 
Cross, Alex. Coburn, Arthur Cowper, Hylton Dixon, Roy Duncan, Edward Flanagan, Stephen 
Harris, George Haigh, Leslie Johns, Roland King, Arthur yon Keisenberg, Hermann yon 
Keisenberg, Alfred Keeble, Orien Knight, Harold Lett, Lawrence Mason, Archie 
Montgomery, Ralph Morris, Percy Peterson, Alfred Pauling, Tom Potter, Clifford Rive, Hugh 
Riddick, Albert Rigg, Horace Simonsen, Stanley Temple, Jack Winteringham, Arthur 
Wheeler, Norman Williams, Jim Winchester, Oscar Wellington, Ernest Wise.  
Girls—Florence Beere, Olive Bannister, Evelyn Briden, Connie Braggins, Ellen Byrn, 
Winnie Evernden, Grace Ewart, Sarah Fowles, Lucy Gunther, Lily Gough, Harriet 
Hounslow, Ethel Johnston, Wilhelmina Langley, Kathleen Montgomery, Ellen Magnusson, 
Lily Marsh, Chrissy Morton, Mary McMullen, Alma Miller, Ethel Olliver, Elsie O'Meara, 
Eva Pragnell, Maud Reardon, Lucy Heed, Lucy Saker, Lily Swanson, Fanny Snell, Emma 
Sylvester, Connie Miller, Winnie Rayner', Nellie Watson, Ruby Williams. 
Standard ll.—Boys—Wilfred Andrews, Milton Archer, John Annan, William Barrett, Robert 
Cameron, Rupert Clark, Alfred Donald, Percy Evernden, George Elliott, Edwin Easthope, 
Maurice Fuller, Ernest Franks, Norman Fly, Fred Graham, Fred Gapper, Robert Huston, John 
Hayes, Roland Hatch, Harry Heyhoe, Willie Hoar, Jack Harding, Alfred Ibbetson, Reginald 
Knight, Cyril La Roche, Bertram Livingstone, Stanford Low, Harry Lang, Norman Miller, 
Reginald Miller, Norman Morris, Terence McKee, Herbert Munn, Stacey Maunsell, Bertie 
McWhinnie, Eric Mangusson, Charles Osman, Ernest Olliver, Walter Pond, Ernest Pawson, 
Ernest Simonsen, Joseph Thompson, Clarence Walker, Harry Williams, Arthur Ward, 
Herbert Yates, Fred Kent-Johnston.  
Girls—Mabel Alexander, Myra Andrews, Elsie Bannister, Gladys Bannister, May 
Christensen, Gladys Church, Eliza Coy, Nora Cook, Gladys Daniell, Doris Dixon, Una 
Dixon, Myrtle Falk, Annie Frasor, Jessie Eraser, Ada Gordon, Bertha Holloway, Dorothy 
Hounslow, Ruby Jones, Evelyn McCormack, Gladys Moore, Christina McKenzie, Nellie 
Miller, Gladys Murray, Millie Norman, Edith Pycroft, Dorothy Saker, May Smylie, Elsie 
Shackleton, Olive Sutherland, Delia Syverston, Vina Tait, Ella Williams, Ina Williams, Edith 
Silvester, Gladys Cork, Bessie Corkill, Violet Billington, Constance Blackmore, Ethel 
Braggins, Florence Briden, Nellie Bedford, Maud Bentley, Nellie Christensen, Jessie Exell, 
Gladys Evernden, Florence Ewington, Hazel Fuller, Lucy Fowles, Grace Greathead, Lily 
Gunther, Mary Hatch, Ada Hunter, Florence Holmes, Annie Hood, Isabel Haigh, Mary 
Jorgensen, Esther Joyce, Muriel Kent Johnston, Matilda Lyttle, Easter Miller, Florrie Payne, 
Ruth Pelling, Gertrude Petersen, Edith Pinhey. May Pond, Myrtle Reed, Maggie Sewell, 
Wilhelmina Smylie, Harriet Thompson, Gladys Vile, Gwendoline Vile, Ivy Wilton.  
Standard I.—James Ah Lop, John Adams, Alex. Annan, Cyril Baillie, Arthur Campbell, 
Richard Chappel, Bruce Clancy, Walter Coy, Bertie Daysh, Rhoderick Daysh, George Dean, 
William Drake, Meredith Ewart, Joseph Ewington, Colin Falk, Ernest Flaws, Horace Flaws, 
Hugh Fraser, Percy Fraser, Percy Fly, George Foreman, Frank Gray, William Gordon, 
Thomas Huston, Henry Hayes, Fred Hartmann, Hans Hartmann, David Heggie, Victor 
Holmes, Harold Larssen, Horace Lewin, Clarence La Roche, Henry Montgomery, Rupert 
Payne, George Peters, John Pinhey, Percy Pragnell, Stanley Pragnell, Thomas Rayner, 



George Riddick, Julian Siddall, 'William Smith, Horace Terry, David Thoumine, Harold 
Taylor, Guy Wagg, William Wagg, Henry Williams, Reginald Yarr. 
 
25th September 1902 Full advantage is being taken of the secondary education made available 
by the Education Board at the Masterton School, eighty children having already been 
enrolled. This has necessitated another appointment, and the Board yesterday decided to 
advertise for a second assistant at a salary of £150 a year 
25th September 1902 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
The secondary classes were established in March of the present year. For the March quarter 
the roll number was 28, for the June quarter 35, for the September quarter 44; by the 
examination that have just taken place, the number will be increased to 87, and an average of 
over 60 is anticipated. The Education Board has in consequence decided to advertise for a 
second Master at £150 a year. The work done is thus specified in a report submitted to the 
Board :— 
Subjects:—English, Grammar, composition, etc., history, geography, physical and political. 
Science—Magnetism and electricity. Arithmetic—General, special attention to mensuration. 
Algebra, Euclid, Latin. 
The report of Inspectors Fleming and Bakewell is as follows: —The secondary classes have 
been under the capable charge of Mr Burns, B.A., and as they have been in existence only a 
few months the work was necessarily of an elementary nature. The examination, however, 
showed that good progress had been made in the several subjects of the syllabus. Excellent 
papers in Algebra and Euclid were sent in, and good work was done in Latin. It is to be hoped 
that no effort will be spared to  keep up the attendance, and so retain the services of the two 
teachers to which this department of the school is now entitled. 
It was decided that for the future the Masterton and Petone Schools should be classified with 
the Wellington City schools in the annual examinations for scholarships. 
Mr Hogg, referring to the fact that there were no scholarship claimants from Masterton this 
year, submitted that the establishment of a District High School would abolish the necessity 
for scholarships as far as Masterton was concerned. What he would like to see was the 
appropriation of grants for scholarships applied to the maintenance of the winners in the 
centres where a higher education was obtainable. There were places like Te Nui and 
Whakataki and other localities from which the children that distinguished themselves ought 
to be sent to positions where they could, obtain a higher education, but their parents could not 
afford to board them out. He hoped the funds for scholarships would be made available—not 
merely for school fees, but for the maintenance of pupils who succeeded in passing the 
necessary examination. 
25th September 1902 Tenders were also ordered to be called for new offices at the Masterton 
and Featherston Schools, and similar work authorised at the Kaipororo School. Office was the 
word used for toilets  where you went to do your business. 
1st October 1902 The annual examinations for the Education Board scholarships are to be 
held on the 7th, 8th and 9th of October. There will be 172 candidates from the Wellington 
centre, 17 each from Pahiatua and Masterton and 4 from Otaki, or a total of 210. The 
following will act as supervisors:—Wellington, the school inspectors; Masterton, Rev Mr 
Faree; Pahiatua, Mr McColl; Otaki, Rev Mr McWilliam. 



10th October 1902 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 

Inspectors' Report. The report of the Inspectors, Messrs J. R. Fleming and F. H. Bakewell, 
show the following results:—Pass subjects: Class 7—Roll 44, present at inspection 40, 
passed 33 Class ‘6, 44,-14 and 40; Class 5, 87, 86 and 81.; Class 4, 55, 55 and 50 ; Class 3, 
79, 78 and 73; Class 2, 90, 90 and 82 ; Class 1, 86, 86 and 86; Primary, 171, 171. Totals, 656 
650, and 445.  
In Pass-subjects the results were " fair to good," and standard VI. " very good," in spelling.  
In Class-subjects the results were " good," and " satisfactory " ; in singing, needlework and 
drill, " excellent," " very good," and " satisfactory."  
The instituting of the District High School has entailed on the Headmaster and his staff a 
considerable amount of extra work in the matters of both organisation and instruction, and 
though the secondary classes have been in existence for some months, the accessary additions 
to the staff are only now being made. In these circumstances it is most creditable to the 
management that the high standard of work obtaining in this school should have been so well 
maintained. The work of Standard 6—a weak Standard 5 last year—and the management of 
the P. Classes, are specially commended. 
15th October 1902 There are two pupils attending the Masterton district High School who 
travel by train from and to Eketahuna every day. There are also several who come from 
around Mauriceville and. Dreyerton. 
23rd October 1902 Major Loveday, who arrived in Masterton at noon yesterday, inspected the 
Cadets at the Fernridge School in the afternoon, as well as the Masterton School later in the 
day. The Major  expressed his surprise at the proficiency of the lads in the various 
movements 
30th OCTOBER 1902 Wellington Education Board On the motion of Mr Hogg, it was , 
resolved that scholarship winners may , in future attend the Masterton District High School. 
5th November 1902 At a meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held yesterday 
afternoon, a communication was received from the Department relative to the erection of two 
rooms on to the present school building to be used for the cookery classes. The Committee 
approved of the suggestion to have the rooms attached to the existing building. 
18th November 1902 The Secretary of the School Committee reported at the meeting, last 
night, that a family arrived in Masterton  a month or two ago and failed to send a boy to 
school who was " running wild." It  was decided, as the most effective action was, to put the 
police on the track 
It is interesting to learn that during the past thirteen years competition for the Wellington 
Education Board's scholarships, amongst school children, pupils attending the  Masterton 
school have won, in the aggregate, £2OOO in scholarships, besides an additional £600 in 
supplementary scholarships granted by the Trust Lands Trust. 
18th November 1902 The adjourned monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
was held in the Technical School last night. Mr J. Carpenter was in the chair, and other 
Committeemen present were —Messrs J. L. Murray, E. McEwen, R. K. Jackson, H O'Leary, 
J. C. Ewington and R. Brown (who arrived late).  
The Treasurer's statement showed a" credit balance of £24 18s 2d.  



The Education Board notified the appointment of Miss Wilson to the District High School. 
Miss Keeling, mistress of the Infant School, reported number of scholars on the roll 99, and 
an average attendance of 78. The prevalence of bad colds has lessened the attendance. .  
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, reported 617 on the roll, average attendance 504, percentage 
82. Colds and influenza, which had also kept two pupil teachers away, had affected the 
attendance considerably amongst the scholars.  
In connection with repairing the-asphalt tennis court at the High School, Mr Jackson 
forwarded a donation of £3.— The matter was referred to the visiting members for the mouth 
to report on at next meeting. 
3rd December 1902 Owing to insufficient publicity having been given to tenders being 
required for works required to be done at the Masterton School, only one tender was received 
by the Education Board, though tenders were twice invited. The Board on Thursday decided 
to ask the Clerk of Works if he could undertake to have the work done by day labour. 
12th December 1902 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
night, Mr B. Brown presiding. There were also present:—Messrs R. K. Jackson, J. Carpenter, 
J. L. Murray, H. O'Leary, and E. McEwen.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance  to date of £20 12s 2d.  
A letter was read intimating that the first meeting of delegates in connection with the 
proposed formation of a School Committee Association would be held at Wellington, on the 
15th inst. The Chairman was authorised to arrange with one of the Committeemen to attend 
the meeting.  
The police reported on the case of the boy, who it was stated at the last meeting was " 
running wild," and also the children of another family. It was resolved to take proceedings 
against the two families in question.  
The visiting members recommended that the sum of £10 be expended in repairing the tennis 
court at the school, and to have the work done during the holidays. Messrs McEwen, Jackson 
and O'Leary were appointed to get the work carried out.  
It was reported that the asphalt at the school grounds was breaking up in several places, and 
the Secretary was instructed to write to the Education Board requesting a vote of £5, which it 
was estimated is about half the cost of the work under notice  
It was resolved to call the Custodian's attention to the state of the grounds at the Victoria-
street school, and the Secretary was instructed to write to the Board in reference to hurrying 
on the drainage service to the District High School, no start having yet been made with the 
work.  
Small accounts were passed for payment, and the visiting members appointed are Messrs 
McEwen, O'Leary and Jackson. 
18th December 1902 Presentation of Prizes. An Interesting Ceremony. The Foresters' Hall, 
Masterton, was prettily decorated yesterday afternoon, and well-filled with parents and 
children on the occasion of the combined distribution of prizes to the scholars attending Miss 
Brown's Girl’s Collegiate School and Miss Nicholls' Kindergarten classes. The ceremony was 
a very pleasing and interesting one, and at intervals vocal and instrumental items were very 
creditably rendered by some of Mrs R. K. Jackson's pupils. The scholars of both Miss 
Brown's and Miss Nicholl's schools also gave a number of recitations, besides an exhibition 
of drilling. Mrs Maunsell, who presented the prizes on behalf of Miss Brawn, read the annual 



report in connection with the school, which indicated that satisfactory progress had been 
achieved in all departments. Mrs Maunsell also presented Miss Brown with a silver serviette 
ring, the gift of her scholars as a small token of their esteem and regard.  
Mr R K. Jackson also made a few remarks, expressing gratification at the very substantial 
progress made during the year. Hoe said in Miss Brown's Collegiate School they possessed 
an excellent institution, he referred to the good feeling that existed between the scholars and 
teachers (for Miss Brown has recently had to engage an assistant, Miss Donaldson), and he 
offered Miss Brown the sincere thanks of parents for the manner in which she cared for the 
scholars. The scholars also presented Mrs Maunsell and Miss Donaldson each with a 
handsome bouquet. Miss Brown made a brief address, thanking both parents and scholars for 
their kindness. Mrs E. Rawson distributed the prizes on behalf of Miss Nicholls, and in doing 
so handed her a silver-mounted purse from the young pupils. She also referred to the good 
work accomplished at the school, and assured Miss Nicholls of the parents' gratefulness, and 
wished her future success in her work. During the afternoon refreshments were partaken of, 
and altogether the function passed off most pleasantly. The following are the prize lists:— 
MISS BROWN'S SCHOOL. Form 2B.—General progress, Herbert Millington. Form 2A.—
English and drawing, 1, Vera Keith; arithmetic, 1, Alison Gawith and Agnes Ross (equal). 
The latter was also second in English. French—l, Alison Gawith; 2, Freda Redman; general 
progress, Thelma Jackson; drawing, 2, A. Boss. Form 313.—English, Yolande Jackson ; 
French and arithmetic, Vera Keith. Form a A (upper).—English, Freda Gawith ; English 
history, Freda Gawith ; mathematics, Doris Gawith; Latin and French, Doris Gawith. 
Lower—Latin and mathematics, Dorothy Jenkinson. Form 413.—English, Ella Townsend ; 
mathematics, Beatrice McLachlan. General Prizes—Gladys Dixon, general favourite ; 
Yolando Jackson, neatness in upper school; Vera Keith, neatness in lower school. Miss 
Donaldson was also the recipient of a book from the scholars.  
MISS NIOIIOLLS' KINDERGARTEN. Attendance prize—l, Dorothy Moore ; 2, Stewart 
Ross; 3, Chrissie Hosking. Morning division—Ofa Ross. Merit prizes—Class 3, Ruby 
Rogers; class 1, Jack Hirshberg. Primers—Beryl Caselberg, Chrissie Hosking. Kindergarten 
division —Victor Jones. Special prize for conduct—Rina Amokura Duncan. Sewing prize—
Myra Caselberg. Special prize for Drill (given by Mrs Boddington) 1, Gwen Rawson; 2, 
Dorothy Moore. 
NOTE: Mr R K Jackson was  a member of the Masterton School Committee  
 

1902	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
27th January Reopened school Admitted 35 new children. New floors in passages. No other 
repairs 
28th Had to make inquiry concerning the stealing of some packets of cigarettes by Curham 
and White. Communicated with their parents  
3rd February Admitted 12 new pupils, making the roll over 600 for the first time in two years 
10th A number of changes are being made in the staff Miss Bunting is promoted to the 
assistantship in the infant side school. Miss Arnold to an assistantship at Taueru and Mr 
Thwaites has been offered a Mastership at Rikiorangi   



14th The School Committee  met last night A resolution was passed declining to make any 
recommendations regarding the proposed transfers 
17th I have received from the Committee a request to attend the special meeting of the 
committee convened for the 20th to discuss the proposal to have a school excursion 
21st At the special meeting of the School Committee last night I suggested that if a school 
excursion was arranged for it should take place on a Friday. I pointed out that if nay other day 
the attendance of the day following the excursion would be completely ruined. After some 
discussion it was decided to hold the excursion on Thursday 6th March 
22nd Mr Fleming Inspector of Schools met the School Committee today to confer with them 
regarding the District High School. He recommends that the class starts work on March 3rd 
27th School was closed yesterday for the A&P show at Masterton 
28th In spite of the holiday in the middle of the week the average attendance for the week has 
been good 
3rd March The Masterton  school today became the Masterton District High School. The 
opening ceremony was attended by Mr A W Hogg MHR and Mr Feist member of the Board, 
Mr Renall Member of the Town Lands Trust, Mr Waddington Chairman Fernridge School 
Committee, Mr R K Jackson and Mr A Vile member of the School Committee . Mr T R 
Fleming inspector of schools who was in Masterton was indisposed and unable to attend the 
function. 
The class commenced with a roll of 28 
Miss Easthope pupil teacher from the Infant School commenced duty today and also Miss 
Robinson pupil teacher from Clareville 
7th The school excursion to Wellington took place yesterday. There were nearly 200 children 
away from school today 
12th Mr Burns 1st assistant absent today on Private business. Took secondary class myself for 
the day 
14th The School Committee at its meeting last night resolved to dismiss the school cleaner Mr 
Olliver  
This action was taken in consequence of  a letter released by the Committee from Mr W 
Rawson to the effect that Olliver was in the habit of coming to the school in the evening in an 
intoxicated state During the eight years Olliver what cleaned the school I have never seen 
him in an intoxicated state 
14th March 1902  
Mr W H Jackson Esq. 
Masterton  
Sir I am directed by the Masterton School Committee to convey to you a copy of the 
resolution passed by the committee at its meeting yesterday as follows. 
That a vote of thanks be passed to the Headmaster and the school staff for having at the 
request of the Committee so successfully organised the late school concert and for the 
efficient manner in which it was carried out 
I am sir 
Your Obedient Servant 
W M Easthope  
Secretary. 



(And stamped with Masterton School Committee Stamp Mark) 
 
Masterton 
Address as above 
I am directed by the Masterton School Committee to ask you to accept the hearty thanks of 
the Committee for the very great kindness and attention shown by you to the Excursionists on 
the 6th march last; The excursion was a success and he committee feels that no small share of 
the profit and pleasure derived by the children from it are due to your exertions on their 
behalf 
 
Both letters copied into log 
21st March The three new pupil teachers are all lamentably weak in discipline. Miss Easthope 
is the weakest of the three 
27th School closed today for an Easter Holiday The attendance for the past three weeks has 
been particularly good, the only bad day being the one after the school excursion 
4th Although a  number of children are extending their Easter Holiday the attendance for the 
last three days of Easter Week has been much better this year than is usually the case the 
average for the six attendances being 510 
7th Miss Silvester the excess pupil teacher allotted to the school duty today. I have placed her 
in the infant room. The assistance was much needed in the room. The roll in the infant room 
is now 140 
9th April The piano for the infant room arrived today 
11th In my monthly report to the School Committee I informed the committee that the 
Education Board had on the recommendation of Inspector Fleming, resolved to appoint  a 
teacher for the secondary class at this school, at a salary of £200 a year, providing the Town 
Lands Trust will make a grant of  £50 a year towards such salary. I requested the committee 
to make the necessary application to the Town Lands Trustees  
This they declined to do. 
13th Mr T R Fleming Inspector of Schools and I waited on the Town Trustees last night in 
connection with my application for a grant. The Trustees agreed to vote £50 a year towards to 
cost of the secondary class 
In reply to the application to the Town Lands Trustees the following Supplementary 
Scholarships were  granted by the Trustees 
Nellie Pinhey  £    20.00   
Anne Curbam  £    20.00   
Elsie Morrison  £    10.00  Victoria College Scholarship 
Humphrey 
O'Leary 

 £    10.00  Victoria College Scholarship 

James Tait  £    10.00  Victoria College Scholarship 
Rupert Sutton  £    10.00   
Ivy Iorns  £    10.00   
Ethel Greenwood  £    20.00   



The Secretary to the T L T adds- I was instructed to intimate to you that the Trustees were  
greatly pleased at the wonderful success achieved by the Masterton Scholars at the last 
examination 
14th April Mr T R Fleming inspector visited the school today and inspected the classes 
21st April Received from T L T refund of  £2/2/- in connection with school concert 
School Committee paid £7/8/5 out of £10 science grant for 1901 
22nd Miss Smith absent through illness 
28th I have sent the following letter to the Board in connection with my position as 
Headmaster of the District High School 
1.5 pages left blank. Letter not copied 
6th May In accordance with the usual custom school assembled today (1st  Monday in Month) 
at 9.30 instead of 9.00 
8th Have recommended to the Committee that it is desirable to form a regulation regarding 
admission to the secondary class. At present pupils are admitted whenever they present 
themselves. This seriously distracts the work of the class & its organisation in addition the 
which a loss of grant is involved 
19th Have received official note from the Secretary of the Board that Miss Smith has ben 
promoted to position of mistress at Gladstone School. This change reduces the staff to scale. I 
very much regret the loss of Miss Smith from the staff 
21st The Secretary to the Sc has sent in the following resolution passed by the committee at 
its last meeting. “”That the wishes of the majority of the Parents be acceded to and Mr 
Jackson be  requested to open the school as from Monday next 26th inst at 9. A.m. and to 
allow one and a half hours for dinner recess” 
23rd I have sent to the T L T the following letter 
Ï desire to thank the members of the Trust very heartily for the votes made at the last meeting 
of the Trust to the scholarship winners of the school. I wish to take this opportunity of 
expressing my appreciation of the assistant action of the Trustees during the whole of the 
years that have elapsed since the addition of the scholarship clauses to the T L T act 
 For the information of the Trustees I may state that there will be in all probability be very 
little demand made on the scholarship funds in the future. As free education is now being 
given at the Masterton DH School it will not be necessary for a scholar to win a scholarship 
in order to obtain such instruction 
The only scholarship winners the Trust may be called upon to assist will be the winner of 
Victoria College Scholarships 
There will now be no scholarship preparatory class at this school as this class has now 
become the  High School Class the scholars in which are engaged in the study of secondary 
subjects. For this reason they cannot of course compete compete for Victoria College 
Scholarships with much change of success. 
As the Victoria Scholarship is for the last three years of its currency  a university scholarship 
I would suggest to the T L T the advisability of establishing in the near future a Town Lands 
Trust scholarship tenable at the University and open to the scholars of the Masterton D H 
School 



Again thanking the Trustees for their grants to scholarship winners & for their courtesy with 
which they have received suggestions made from time to time. I am etc… 
6th June Miss Wolff absent 
9th Mr Herdman Smith gave the first of a series of lectures on Saturday Last  
Inspectors report of visit April 14th 1902 included 
Headmaster Mr W H Jackson Present Roll 
High School Mr A N Burns B A  27 30 

Class 6 Mr Thwaites 27 30 
5 (Boys) Mr Bunting 37 42 
5 (Girls) Miss McGregor 45 51 

4 Miss Munro 50 61 
3 Miss Smith P T 64 74 

2 (Boys) Miss Easthope P T  37 43 

2 (Girls) 
Miss Chamberlain P 
T  42 48 

1 Miss Robinson 59 69 

Primers 
Miss Wolff 
(Mistress) 117 141 

 Miss Hogg P T    
 Miss Silvester P T    
  522 609 
    

The Board (With the consent of the Minister of Education) converted this school into a 
district high school in March last. Mr A.N Burns BA was appointed temporarily to teach the 
secondary subjects as Mr Jackson’s organisation of the school allowed this course to be 
adopted. The average attendance of this class since March has been 24 with a roll number of 
30, and there is the prospect of an increased attendance after all the schools in the 
neighbourhood have been examined. An average of 24 enables the Board under the District 
High School regulations (N Z Gazette 17th February 1902) to a yearly grant of £174, £30 of 
which may be at the Board’s discretion be expended n whole or part in the purchase of 
apparatus. The Town Lands Trustees of Masterton voted an annual grant of  £50 to 
supplement the stipend of a secondary teacher. The Board has now decided to advertise for a 
secondary teacher who must be  a graduate at a salary of   £200. In making the appointment I 
would recommend the Board to give preference to a trained teacher who understands primary 
work. 
This will give Mr Jackson the headmaster the services of two teachers for both secondary and 
primary work and thus materially strengthen his staff 
The secondary subjects taken so far are, Latin, Euclid, Algebra, Physics (Magnetism and 
Electricity) and advanced work is done in History, Geography, English and Arithmetic. Most 
of the girls in the class have already been through two courses of lessons in cookery so this 
subject has been omitted for the present as there are a sufficient number of girls in standard 6 
and Standard 5 for Miss Millington to draw her classes from. Drawing has also been left left 
out but only temporarily  



The timetable is drawn up with the Junior Civil Service and Matriculation examination in 
view and is only tentative. When additions are made to the staff the work will be further 
extended by Mr Jackson. I was pleased with the beginning made by Mr Burns in the work of 
the secondary subjects especially in Euclid, Algebra and Latin.  
The work of the primary part of the school was proceeding as satisfactorily as usual. The 
order and tone of the school were excellent. 
The question of the latrines and drainage has been before the Board and  a report will be 
furnished by Mr McDougall (Clerk of Works) Last month I placed before the Board s special 
report on accommodation 
T R Fleming 
13th June Attendance today below half owing to unusually severe weather 
20th June School broke up today for the winter holiday which will be of three week’s duration 
this year. The extra week being on account of the King’s coronation 
18th Miss Chamberlain Pupil Teacher has been absent all week with a bad toe 
25th Attendance for week very good indeed for time of year Average 566 Roll 625 
31st Miss Chamberlain returned to duties yesterday after an absence of more than a fortnight. 
I have informed her mother that I am not satisfied that this absence was necessary, I ta pears 
the girl was suffering with ingrowing toe nail. Instead of having it attended to during the 
three week’s holiday she had it seen to when the holidays were up 
7th August Have made arrangements for children to take  part in the coronation celebration  
tomorrow 
14th Have pointed out in my monthly report to the School Committee that the non arrival of 
the secondary assistant has greatly delayed the reorganisation of the school 
18th The annual football match Wellington Schools versus Wairarapa Schools took place in 
Wellington on Saturday last (16th). Our boys left on Friday  afternoon in charge of Mr Burns 
and will return tonight 
22nd On my recommendation the Coronation Celebration Committee of which I was a 
member has decided to donate the school the flagpole and ensign used for the  celebration 
29th Have toady received official notification from the secretary of the board that the infant 
school is classed as a side school under my management. 
Have received a wire from the Secretary of the Board suggesting I should go of Wellington 
this (Friday) afternoon  and confer with the Inspectors & chairman re side school & 
appointment of secondary teacher 
1st September I went to Wellington & discussed the secondary appointment. Mr Morris 
agreed upon & Miss Keeling £135 (£80 & 35 in place of adding a P T (Pupil Teacher) 
8th Have commenced to examine the school preparatory to the Inspector’s examination visit 
11th Have drawn the attention of the committee to the need of repairs to asphalt 
15th September Annual examination  commenced today by Inspectors Fleming and Bakewell 
16th Mr Riley Notified me today that he is preparing the plans for cookery and science rooms 
to be placed in the school grounds 
19th Examination Holiday today (Friday) 
22nd September Mr E T Morris M A took up his duties today 
Have rearranged classes today giving Mr Burns Standard VI now that Mr Morris has arrived 
and Mr Thwaites temporarily the Junior Secondary 



29th Mrs De Lisle wrote to me regarding the fee for the secondary class in respect of her 
daughter who has failed to capitate 
1st October Miss Easthope left the staff today having been promoted to an assistant ship at 
Hamua 
3rd Have received from Mr Fleming a copy of a letter he has written to the Committee in 
connection with the side school staff & the secondary classes 
9th A few children away with influenza. Am taking every precaution regarding ventilation 
and sanitation 
Have today received a letter from Miss Campbell M A of the Stratford D H S regarding 
vacancy on the staff 
Have today received instruction to “Follow usual course for Carterton Show” Tomorrow 
17th Attendance has fallen off considerably this week influenza and the weather being the 
main cause 
21st Have today received a letter from Miss M E Oswin B A regarding the secondary 
assistantship 
Miss Hogg absent today through illness 
24th Attendance for week somewhat recovered- still rather low 
27th Miss Hogg returned to duties today 
4th November Forwarded statement of Standard requirement for kindergarten work to reply 
from wire from Mr Riley received today 
5th Mr A B Charters write me today expressing regret he had been unable to apply for post of 
junior secondary assistant 
9th Yesterday (Monday) was observed as a holiday for King’s Birthday 
17th Have today received a long letter from Mr Fleming dealing with Miss Wilson’s 
appointment. Syllabus for secondary class, probable need of extra teacher for secondary 
work, site for new secondary rooms and ne technical classrooms 
21st Have received instruction from the board to close school on election day the 25th Inst.  
24th The following  girls  of the VI & V Standards have obtained certificates in cookery this 
year 
1st Class: Mabel Sutton, Rita Hooper, Ivy Hooper, Nellie Hooper, Jennie Deane, Violet 
Carpenter, Hetty Wickens, Audrey Jackson, Gladys Smith 
2nd Class Flora Heard, Daisy Greenwood, Vera Edwards, Millie Coradine 
3rd Class,  Mabel Homes, Myrtle Wintringham 
4th December Have received today from the Board’s architect the plans and specifications for 
the cookery science room. 
Miss Wilson commenced duty as secondary assistant 
12th Attendance reduced today on account of weather 
Miss Bunting has been absent from her duties all this week. I have sent from this school Miss 
Robinson to take Miss Bunting’s work. 
19th School closed for the Xmas holiday. 
Attendance certificates: (Not Listed only empty pages) 



1903 
1903 625 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £337 $55,838 
1903 625 Masterton Burns Andrew N  Assistant Master £235 $38,937 
1903 625 Masterton Wolff Rosabell  Mistress £165 $27,339 
1903 625 Masterton Thwaites John E  Assistant Master £150 $24,854 
1903 625 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £120 $19,883 
1903 625 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £110 $18,226 
1903 625 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £100 $16,569 
1903 625 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Assistant Female £80 $13,255 
1903 625 Masterton York Mary  Assistant Female £80 $13,255 
1903 625 Masterton Hogg Nellie  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £50 $8,285 
1903 625 Masterton Robinson Lillie  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £50 $8,285 
1903 625 Masterton Chamberlain May M S  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,628 
1903 625 Masterton Iorns Olive  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,628 
1903 625 Masterton Smith Louise  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,628 
1903 625 Masterton McGregor Katherine  Female Pupil Teacher 1 £25  

Note: For 1902 and 1903 Secondary Teachers were not listed in the school return. There 
must have been a different register of these positions 
2nd January 1903 The Annual Conference of the  New Zealand Educational Institute 
commences to day. Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton School, has been elected 
member of the council for this district. 
5th January 1903 It is more than thirty years ago since the old Provincial School lived and 
flourished, prior to the advent of what is termed State Education. In the Provincial days, 
buildings, teachers, and pupils were all on a, modest scale, but very Colonial. Well we 
remember the old-time unpainted sheds, once dignified with the name of " schools." There 
was such a one in Masterton, big enough to hold forty children at a pinch, and when our old 
local school migrated to the more palatial building, now occupied by the Salvation Army, the 
town was very proud. There was a big shed too in Greytown, then the chief school of the 
district —a shed nearly as good as the coaching stable of the same ilk. We remember a war 
over this structure. An autocratic committee told its schoolmaster to go ; but he would not 
budge. Then the committee gave the teacher a forcible hint by taking the roof off the 
building, and this had the desired effect. 
The teachers of the Provincial days did not quite reach the level of the more modern 
instructors of youth, and perhaps left something to be desired ; but, taking them all round, 
they were fairly effective. The bottle of standard knowledge was not as inexhaustible as it 
now is ; but, now as then, children hold only a limited quantity, and then they were filled up 
in a rough-and-ready way. Can modern methods do much more for such shallow vessels ? In 
the Provincial days there was more of the individual, and less of the code, in the teaching. 
The work was a little less mechanical, and results were often satisfactory for this very reason. 
After all, it is not the syllabus, but the teacher, who educates. Now-a-days the syllabus comes 
first! The finances of the schools in the old days were weird and wonderful. There was, first 
o£ all, the school fee ; and every Monday the good little boy or girl handed to the teacher 
threepence or fourpence, as the case might be, for the past week's learn. 'Was it worth the 



money ? Now, this school fee was a grand thing for it made parents alive to the value of 
education and anxious to get a return for their money. Then there was a house-tax of one 
pound per annum for each dwelling in the school district; and thirdly, and last, there was the 
Provincial Government subsidy. The latter was not always the surest source of revenue; and 
upon one occasion it got into arrear for six months and a day, and the poor teachers did a 
brisk business discounting their claims upon His Honour the Superintendent or exchanging 
them with the local storekeepers for the urgent necessaries of existence. Teachers took little 
incidents of this kind with great good humour. Surprises of this kind were quite Colonial, and 
if a schoolmaster made only eighty pounds one year, he was quite prepared to take his chance  
of one hundred the next—or, perhaps, make both ends meet on sixty. If the worst came to the 
worst, he tried something else ; and, if driving horses paid better than training children, he 
gave a preference to the horses. 
The great struggle in the old Provincial days was over the house-tax, and when the annual 
meeting of householders came round some ardent patriot would arise, and, in the interests of 
education, demand, " that the tax be not collected that year." The householders would ask him 
if he could run the school without it, and the ardent patriot would at once accept the position 
of Chairman of the new Committee —a position for which he was eminently unfitted. But 
then a Colonial is never cornered by a financial difficulty and, on this occasion, the ardent 
patriot solved it by engaging a teacher and telling him to make all he could for himself. The 
"all,"  in the course of the year, came to about' sixty pounds, and then the teacher moved his 
camp ; and, as no new one was available on the old basis, each householders reluctantly 
decided to once more levy the pound rate, and fall back into the old groove.  
This did not end the difficulty for when the was voted who was to collect it ? Each member 
of the Committee firmly but politely, declined the office of Treasurer, carrying with it the 
little  responsibility of collecting the rate. Then it was, of course, decided that, as the rate was 
for the benefit of the poor teacher, the collecting of it could not be in better hands than his: 
was it not an ideal employment for his Saturdays?  When the innocent teacher first started on 
new mission after walking two miles, he called on a settler, who responded viciously : " Tell 
the robbers I won't pay it.' At the next dwelling there abode a man who farmed a small patch 
of poor land and cobbled hoots ; one who habitually clothed himself with " cursing as with a 
garment." The teacher invaded this territory, and when the demand was made, the 
householder glared like a tiger and cried out fiercely, " Do you wear boots." That was exactly 
where the teacher's heart, was, and he promptly compounded the rate demand for pair of lace-
ups. However, in due course, the pound rate was got in all along the line and if the job was  a 
little troublesome, the experience was a useful discipline. The old Provincial Committee was 
with all their faults, had the good of their schools at heart ; and, as a rule, they were just, even 
though they might not be generous to their teachers. 
The Provincial teacher was somewhat of a Bohemian and took some sort  of pride in fighting 
against odds. Perhaps both the schools and the teachers ought to have been failures, but they 
were not so. Indeed, these were the days of slender purses and plain living ; and if, as 
compared with the present day, they do not appear to be altogether happy and enjoyable, they 
had their compensation  Life has a sweeter taste when work is hard, the living simple ; and, 
especially, when the world feels young. Few who can recall the old Provincial times will 
fail to revive pleasant memories, 



 
7th January  1903 Masterton Borough Council: A letter was received from Mr W. Easthope, 
.Secretary of the Masterton School Committee, stating that a good deal of asphalt work was 
being done at the High School, and, as a considerable quantity of tar would be required, a 
concession was asked for.—Cr Jackson moved, and Cr Ewington seconded, that the price of 
the tar be reduced from 6d to 4d per gallon. 
16th January 1903 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. In the absence of Mr B. Brown (chairman), Mr R. K. Jackson was voted to the chair, 
and there were also present:—Messrs J. C. Ewington, H. O'Leary, J Carpenter, and A. P. 
Rawson, 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £40 4s 4d. 
An account was forwarded to the Education Board for work done in connection with the 
water supply. The Board replied that they would not pay for work done unless previously 
brought under their notice and authorised by them. The Borough Council advised that they   
would supply the necessary tar for asphalting at the school for 4d per gallon. The Education 
Board advised that the Clerk of Works would attend to the matter of latrines at the school. 
The Secretary of the Masterton A and P. Association wrote requesting that the school be 
closed on the day of the Association's forthcoming Show. As the Committee has no power in 
the matter of granting holidays, it was resolved to refer the matter to the Education Board. 
Mr R.K. Jackson was appointed acting chairman in the absence of Mr R. Brown. 
Mr Jackson brought under the notice of the Committee the desirability of teachers at the 
District High' School wearing their academical robes. A resolution was carried requesting the 
teachers to wear their  robes. 
Messrs J. IT. Pauling, J. Carpenter and J. C. Ewington were appointed the visiting committee. 
28th January 1903 Mr W.H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District High School, has 
sufficiently, recovered from his recent illness to be able to attend at the opening of the school 
on Monday 
31st January 1903 Mr Hogg has arranged for at least two holidays for the Masterton School 
next week during the Band Contest. One holiday has been granted by command of His 
Excellency the Governor, the other will be given with the concurrence of the School 
Committee. It is proposed that the holidays to be observed should be Tuesday and Thursday 
— " People's Days." 
31st January 1903 The Palmerston North people now want a High School proper instead of 
the District High School which they possess 
13th February 1903 The number of pupils on the roll of Masterton District High School is 
622, average attendance 499, and percentage 80. 
The children of the Masterton School are to have a holiday on the second day of the 
Masterton Show — viz., "People's Day." 
The visiting members of the Masterton School Committee for the month are Messrs E. 
McEwen, J. Murray and R K. Jackson. 
The Education Board has authorised the Masterton School Committee to spend £5 in 
connection with the asphalting at the District High School. 
The number of pupils on the roll of Masterton Infant School is 111, and the average 
attendance is 80. The highest attendance, since the school opened this year, was 91. 



The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, there being 
present Messrs R K. Jackson (in the chair) J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary, J. L. Murray, J. C. 
Ewington and E. McEwen. It was resolved that the fee (10s) to join be forwarded to the 
School Committees' Association, and that Mr J. Dormer, of Wellington, act as one delegate 
for the Committee at the Association's meeting in March, and that any member of the 
Masterton School Committee, being in Wellington at the time, be empowered to act as the 
other delegate. Other routine business was dealt with. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, Mr 1.1. K. Jackson 
(chairman) stated that Mr Waddington had complained to him about the ventilation in the 
secondary class room at the District High School, and that his children, through bad 
ventilation, had caught colds. The Governor, Lord Ranfurly, when he recently visited the 
school passed complimentary remarks on the ventilation as a whole, but the ventilation in the 
secondary class room had always been a cause of complaint. The windows, in the summer, 
had to be kept open and this caused a draught which could be remedied by using a glass 
screen As no complaint had been received in writing it was decided to ask Mr W. H. Jackson 
to furnish a report on the mutter to the visiting members. 
13th February 1903 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. TENDERS will be received by 
tire undersigned for The supply to the schools of eight cords 2ft. Maire Firewood. WM. M. 
EASTHOPE. Secretary 
23rd February 1903 Information has been received that Miss Marion Wilson, daughter of -Mr. 
L. H. B. Wilson, of Wellington, has passed her examination for an M.A. Degree with second   
class honours in chemistry, the first time, we understand, that a woman has obtained honours 
in chemistry in New Zealand. Miss Wilson passed Her B.A. last year, and obtained a senior 
scholarship She is now assistant at the Masterton High School. 
26th February 1903 The resignation, by Miss Keeling, of her position in charge of the' infant 
School, in Masterton , has been accepted by the Education Board. Miss Keeling was one of 
the Board's most valued teachers, and was always a favourite with the children, who with 
their parents will greatly miss her from the position which she has filled with so much credit 
to herself and such lasting benefit to the, hundreds of children who have been under her 
painstaking tuition during her connection with the Masterton Infant School  
4th March 1903  Wellington Education Board On the recommendation of the Board’s two 
inspectors, it was agreed to apply to the Town Lands Trustees for the grant of £50 towards 
the finances of the Masterton District High School —and that from the grant a bonus- of £25 
each he voted to Mr Jackson and Mr Burns for work done by them in the secondary classes 
before a secondary teacher was appointed. 
5th March 1903 Mr H W Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District High School, has 
kindly prepared a pitch for the cricket match, this afternoon, between the W.F.C.A. and a 
Scratch Team. Mr Jackson also willingly gave his consent to the match being played on the 
school ground, and selected an excellent pitch, for which  those  taking part in the match are 
much indebted. Mr Jackson hopes these matches will be the means of more enthusiasm being 
displayed in cricket in Masterton, and also induce the schoolboys to take more to the game. 
We believe it is the intention of the members of the Scratch Team to make a donation to the 
School Recreation Fund, and, no doubt, the W.F.C.A. players will follow suit. It is a fund that 



deserves hearty support, and it is to be hoped other teams, obtaining permission to play on the 
ground, may also subscribe towards it. 
10th March 1903 A Visit to the Masterton Public School 
(By a Casual Visitor). 
" The armourers accomplishing the knights." That is the note that fills the air, us one enters 
the kingdom over which Mr W. H Jackson presides. The bell sounds, and immediately six 
hundred children in detachments "fall in" outside the door. In a recess of the hall stands a 
handsome Ronisch piano, at which a lady teacher strikes up an inspiriting march; and, one by 
one, the detachments file in with the " tramp, tramp, tramp" of discipline, and silently take 
their places in the class-rooms. The six hundred are handled with a fine combination of 
intelligence, firmness and kindness. The drill is not the mere mechanical routine  of the 
barrack, but an object-lesson in easy and alert deportment.  
An interval of silence, and all are  seated for the day's tasks. No preparation of work, no 
delay; all in ready, so that no moment is lost. Each teacher at his or her post—and from room 
to room passes the Ruler of the dominion —with a vigilant eye and an encouraging word. 
Every teacher is a disciplined and skilled director in his own domain ; and what strikes the 
observer most of all is the admirable tone that pervades the whole school. The visitor, piloted 
from room to room, finds rows of cheerful, clean, intelligent children who need no 
compulsion. The work is interesting and all eyes are upon the teacher. Everything seems to be 
performed by instinct, and the object of the teaching seems to be to train the instinct. One 
sees how the play of intelligence is corrective of idleness. There is no time  for idleness—no 
inducement.  
It is interesting—nay fascinating, to pass from room to room, from Standard to Standard, and 
see the gradual development from preparatory and infantile work to the "perfect man" (taking 
the passed 6th Standard pupil as the perfect man of the system). " Lino upon lino, precept 
upon precept" is the characteristic of the work. And one sees that the teachers themselves 
have imbibed the spirit of the syllabus.  
For although the letter of the  syllabus is formidable (so formidable indeed that the uninitiated 
arc apt to complain that it is excessively loaded) the spirit is quite manifest in a school like 
this. There is something of a royal road to learning, after all, when it is imparted under the 
conditions that prevail here. 
And it seems to me that the problem of discipline comes very near its solution. Good conduct 
and mental efficiency arc not the result of fear or punishment; they are the product of 
example—of attractive example. If anybody doubts the reality of the thing indicated by the 
much-abused word "tone," let him visit the Masterton school and quietly observe. He will go 
away satisfied. Everything is in harmony, and the children coming from all sorts of 
surroundings, enter here an atmosphere charged with intelligence. They learn to look upon a 
wonderful horizon, which widens as they advance from class to class have glimpses of the 
golden treasures of knowledge that attract and fascinate and hold the mind. 
It is no part of my purpose, and indeed it would be entirely foreign both to my purpose  and 
the high character of the work done in the school, to make special references. The uniform 
efficiency of the teaching renders it impossible to institute comparisons; but 1 may, without 
being invidious, make particular reference to one department. I do so because it happens to be 
the. laying of the foundations of knowledge. 



No department of school-work is so important as the training of infants, and it is well known 
in the profession that the faculty for doing this is as rare as it is of vital moment. The 
intelligence that can pick up other minds and raise them to a defined plane is comparatively 
not rare; but the special gift of intelligence, warmed with sympathy and tender human feeling, 
that can stoop to prepare undeveloped minds for the steps they are to take, is a priceless gift. 
Therefore it is that I am full of admiration of the management of the Infant Department. It is a 
little matter this, of making strokes and forming letters, of building words and realising 
numbers; but it is the very basis of education, and if that is well laid the builders may build 
the edifice of knowledge. If it be not laid, the work of raising the superstructure is a veritable 
travail, for teacher and pupil. How am I to describe the magnetic influence that guides the 
infant mind to dwell, to repose, upon the rudiments of knowledge—to acquire the thirst that 
makes the scholar? I cannot describe it. I can but say I realised its presence in the Infant 
Room. Not a harsh tone, no display of authority, only a calm, quiet, indescribable magnetism, 
a charm that soothes while it stimulates. 
The lady who, assisted by subaltern teachers (her disciples), presides over the Infant 
Department is an enthusiastic artiste m her profession. The faces that are turned steadily 
towards her, the bright eyes that watch her confidingly, eagerly —testify to her fine qualities, 
and convert the room into a theatre of true instruction. 
I am more charmed than I can say by the appearance of things in -this institution. And 
nothing strikes me more than the intelligence with which reading is taught. The importance of 
this " fundamental " can never be overrated. Distinction of enunciation, tone, appreciation of 
meaning are all cultivated. 
And as I watch the secondary scholars file in and out, I sec in their bright faces an eloquent 
tale of improved methods. The pons asiuoron is not for them an uncrossable bridge. And 
they, fortunate youths, know nothing of the tortures of the ordeal ironically called " 
Delectus," that was wont to make us wan and haggard, and made us curse the day we were 
born into a forest of declensions and aorists. 
The walls are illuminated with pictures, in scries, and singly ; in the hall is a rack with rifles 
that tell of the citizen soldiery of the future. And in a mysterious den, which every child 
approaches with humility and awe—the sacred place in which the headmaster makes up the 
book of the law, in which he is popularly believed to plan huge schemes of order and 
instruction—-there is a wonderful collection of surgical requisites, from dentists' forceps to 
disinfectants. This physician of the mind is also no mean chirurgeon of the body. No illusions 
are permitted. If a child has toothache (that convenient malady that furnishes so fair an 
excuse for release from school work), he is marched into this inner chamber and confronted 
with ether and forceps Here, too, the " scouts " receive their orders, and haste on swift bikes 
to gather in the stragglers, if, haply, attracted by a circus-van or other marvel, any youths may 
be " snatching the fearful joy " of truancy. But the bell rings ; the rooms empty themselves as 
silently as they were filled, and with the same methodical harmony the subjects of the little 
kingdom disperse. 
13th March 1903 Owing to there not being a quorum present the monthly meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee was not hold last evening. The meeting will take place on 
Monday evening. 



17th March 1903 Miss Keeling, who has for a number of years been in charge of the 
Masterton Infant School, will sever her connection with the Board at the end of this month. 
About fifty girls are at present taught cookery at the cookery classes at the Masterton District 
High School 
The adjourned meeting of the Masterton School Committee took place last evening and was 
attended by Messrs R. K. Jackson (in the chair), J. Carpenter, J. L. Murray, H. O'Leary and. J. 
C, Ewington. 
There are six hundred and twenty-one names on the roll of the Masterton District High 
School, with an average attendance of five  hundred and sixty-one, and a percentage of 
ninety. The attendance for the past month has been very encouraging to the teachers. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening the members expressed  
great regret at Miss Keeling resigning her position under the Education Board. The  members 
spoke in the highest terms of Miss Keeling's capabilities as a teacher 
In connection with a shelter shed for bicycles, which has come before the Masterton .School 
Committee on more than one occasion, it was decided at the meeting, last evening, to apply 
to the Education Board to erect one. 
The Treasurer of the Masterton School Committee reported, at the mooting last evening, a 
credit balance of £67  18s 4d. At the end of the year's operations the committee would have a 
credit balance of .16 19s 8d, and so it was decided to contribute £12 10s to the school science 
fund, .£l2 10s to the school library fund and £5 to the piano fund. 
In connection with a shelter shed for bicycles, which has come before the Masterton .School 
Committee on more than one occasion, it was decided at the meeting, last evening, to apply 
to the Education Board to erect one. 
26th March 1903. The Inspector’s annual report to the Wellington Education Board included 
The new regulations regarding, district high schools will make it necessary to revise the 
system of awarding scholarships. The accommodation  at Masterton School is limited, but 
when rooms are built for the secondary department there will be ample accommodation for 
the primary school. We understand that the matter now rests with the local authorities to 
allow the land opposite the primary school to be taken for the high school, and when this is 
decided an application can be made to the Government for a grant in aid of buildings. 
To give the other parts of the district the same facilities for improved education as are now 
possessed by Masterton, the Board should now take into consideration the question of 
establishing high schools at other centres, for example, the Forty-mile Bush and the 
Manawatu district.  
1st April 1903 MISS KEELING'S RETIREMENT. 
Presentations From School Committee and Teachers. 
A very pleasing function took place at the Masterton Infant School, yesterday afternoon, 
when Miss Keeling, who has retired from the service of the Wellington Education Board, 
after being connected therewith for the past twenty years, and has been in charge of the Infant 
School for sixteen years, was made the recipient of two handsome presents, one from the 
School Committee and the other from the local staff of teachers. 
Mr A. W. Hogg, representing the Education Board, Messrs E. Brown, E. McEwen, J. 
Carpenter and H. O'Leary, members of the School Committee, and W. H. Jackson, 
headmaster, were present. 



Mr Hogg, in some well-chosen words, referred to the excellent service Miss Keeling had 
rendered in providing a thousand or so of young children with the rudiments of a good solid 
education, and the assiduous way in which she worked. Although her retirement from the 
Board was generally regretted, Mr Hogg wished Miss Keeling years of happiness and 
prosperity. . 
Mr Mr R. Brown, chairman of Committee, in presenting Miss Keeling with a handsome 
biscuit barrel, suitably inscribed, expressed regret at her retirement, and passed encomiums 
on the way she had always conducted the School.  
On behalf of the teaching staff, Mr Jackson presented Miss Keeling with a solid silver cake 
dish, and in doing so wished her every happiness in the future. He also alluded to the good 
work she had accomplished. 
Miss Keeling suitably acknowledged the presents, sincerely thanking the donors, and 
expressing regret at severing her connection with the School and the Education Board. 
1st April 1903 It is gratifying to find that two scholars attending the Masterton District High 
School, were successful in the essay writing competitions in connection with the Feilding 
Exhibition. In the senior competition Irene Murray, daughter of the Rev. D. J. Murray, 
secured first prize and Abigail Gray second prize. 
14th April 1903 There are one hundred and twenty names on the roll of the Masterton Infant 
School, with average attendance of 101 and a percentage of 86. 
The Masterton District High School Cadets wen.' inspected by Major Loveday on Thursday 
afternoon, who expressed himself pleased with their appearance and demeanour  
The meeting of the Masterton School Committee last Thursday, was the last one the present 
committee will hold. One of the committee casually asked “When shall we meet again ? " "In 
the Better Land," remarked a member. Well," said another member, " there'll be no local 
bodies there." (Laughter). 
15th April 1903 The Masterton School Committee  have received the sum of £85 19s from the 
Trust Lands Trust in subsidies during the past year. 
During the last year the Masterton School Committee held sixteen meetings  Messrs O'Leary 
and Carpenter had attended fifteen of these and head the list. 
15th April 1903 Paget— Keeling—On 13th April 1903 by the Rev. T. Paterson, at the 
residence of C. H. Chatwin, Esq., Brougham-street, Wellington, Laura Louisa S. Keeling, his 
adopted daughter, lately Head Mistress Public School, Masterton, and only surviving 
daughter o£ the late Allen and Anne Keeling, of Victoria, to S. Paget, of Citizens Life 
Assurance Company. 
15th April 1903 At the last monthly mooting of the present Masterton School Committee here 
were present: Messrs R. Brown (in the chair), E. McEwen, J. Carpenter, 1. O'Leary, J. 
Pauling , J. Murray,  P Rawson. 
Correspondence of minor importance was read and dealt with. 
A letter was received from Mr Jackson re a cricket match that was proposed to be played on 
the school grounds, on Good Friday. Mr Jackson, himself, attended and explained matters. It 
appears that a cricket match had been arranged with Pahiatua, on the school grounds. Mr 
Jackson heard, casually, of it after arrangements had been made. Mr Jackson intimated that 
perhaps it would be advisable not to play on Good Friday, as there might be some objection 
on the part of the parents. He, therefore, courteously offered the use of the school grounds 



free for Easter Monday, setting aside an application of another team who were willing to pay 
two guineas to the Recreation Fund to play on that day. 
This offer was refused, and then a petition was taken round to the School Committee asking 
that they sign it so as the ground would be obtained on that day. Mr Jackson said this conduct 
was a piece of presumption on the part of the cricketer concerned, who had endeavoured to 
get the ground. The speaker had always done his best t» foster cricket in Masterton  and had 
got the schoolboys to take considerable interest in the game through their seeing adults play. 
The following is Mr Jackson's letter: —" No application has been made to me for the use of 
the ground for Good Friday. It was mentioned to me casually by Mr Perry that a match was 
going to take place, and that is all I knew of it till Mr Murray informed me of the petition to 
the Committee got up -to force my hand. I offered the use of the ground for Easter Monday, 
and although I had a request for it from with a promise of a donation of two guineas to the 
Recreation Fund, my offer was refused." 
The members of the Committee, who had signed the petition, said they had signed it under a 
wrong impression, and were glad Mr Jackson had attended and explained matters. It was 
resolved that the Education Board be asked for an explanation of Section 7 of " Instruction to 
Teachers." 
The visiting members were appointed to attend to certain repairs at the school. 
Accounts amounting to £12 7s were passed for payment. 
17th April 1903 Wairarapa Rugby Union. Mr A. N. Burns, Secretary of the Masterton School 
Football Club, who won the ball presented by the Union for competition amongst the 
Wairarapa schools last season, wrote thanking the Union for the ball, and hoped that a ball 
would be presented again this season.—It was decided to again give a football for 
competition amongst the Wairarapa schools.  
21st April 1903 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee is to be held on 
Thursday evening at 8 o'clock, when general business will be dealt with 
24th April 1903 The balance sheet of the Masterton School Committee for the past year will -
be presented prior to the election of members on Monday evening next. It shows receipts to 
have been £188 15s 8d; expenditure, £161 19s 3d; current liabilities amount to £17 8s; 
leaving a credit ' balance, after they have been met, of : £'26 Is 2d 
Miss York, who has been infant mistress at Greytown, for some time, has , been transferred   
to Masterton Infant School, to fill the position rendered vacant by Miss Keeling's resignation. 
The Education Board have advised the School Committee that the appointment is only 
temporary as yet, and the Committee will be consulted before the position is permanently 
filled 
21st April 1903 Here is a suggestion tor the Masterton  School Committee : —With a view to 
inducing householders to attend and remain till the close of the annual meeting, the Albany-
street School Committee, Dunedin, will this year introduce into its proceedings an innovation 
in the shape of a musical programme to while away J the time during the counting of the 
ballot 
24th April 1903 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last night, 
Mr li, Brown presiding. There were _ also present, Messrs H. O'Leary, E. McEwen, .J. 
Carpenter, .J. L. Murray, J. C. Ewington The principal business was  the adoption of the 
annual report. This was presented by the Secretary, Mr ;W. M. Easthope, and is as follows:  



" Your Committee has much pleasure in being able to report that substantial progress in 
educational matters has been made during the past .year. It is true that the prediction ventured 
by your Committee last year, that the District High School would soon develop into a 
College, has not yet been fulfilled, but that it will be, ere long', your Committee has no doubt. 
The High School classes a little over a year ago with a teacher taken from the school staff and 
some sixteen scholars; there are now two special High School teachers and an attendance roll 
of 68, some of these being winners of scholarships, who have chosen to take them up here in 
preference to Wellington. The Education Board is about to erect two new classrooms for the 
accommodation of the High School classes, at the Main School, but this is only a temporary 
arrangement pending the time when a separate building will be necessary, for which the 
Town Lands Trustees have dedicated a site close to the present school.  
" Your Committee has every reason to feel gratified with the conduct of the schools during 
the past year; your staff under the able management of the headmaster, Mr W. H. Jackson, 
having quite reached its usual high standard of , efficiency. 
 "There have been some changes in the teaching staff during the past year, the most 
noticeable of which being the retirement of Miss Keeling, Infant School Mistress. Miss 
Keeling has been so long in charge of the Infant School and had so completely gained the 
confidence  and esteem of parents, that your Committee cannot but feel that her retirement is 
a loss to the teaching staff that it will be very difficult to make good. "  
Your Committee has again to warmly thank the Trust Lands Trustees for subsidies amounting 
to £85 19s for  the year, it is not too much to say that the Masterton Schools would not have 
been able to attain their present high state of efficiency but for the generous help given year 
by year by the Trust Lands Trustees.  
 Your Committee has been in some  trouble in regard to the drainage of the Schools. Much 
correspondence has passed between the Education Board and the Committee, but the matter 
is now s satisfactorily settled. The Infant School has been connected with the drainage 
system, and works are now in progress to connect the Main School also. An ' Association of 
School Committees in the Wellington School District has been recently formed, and your 
Committee has joined this Association, believing that it will greatly help to further the 
interests of School Committees,  
"During the year your Committee has spared no pains to keep up the attendance at the 
primary schools —it is gratifying to know, with successful results, In the absence of a Truant 
Officer, your Committee has several times had to call upon the police to enforce the 
compulsory clauses of the Education Act, and your Committee has to thank the Masterton 
police officers for their uniform courtesy and kindness, and readiness to  help the Committee 
when called upon.  
In September last Mr A. Vile retired from the Committee. Mr R. Brown was elected 
Chairman in place of Mr Vile, ' and Mr R. K. Jackson filled the vacancy on the Committee. " 
During the year 17 meetings have been held, 12 ordinary and five special, and the attendance 
has been as follows: ' Mr Carpenter. 16; Mr O'Leary, 16; Mr McEwen, 14; Mr Murray, 13; 
Mr Ewington, 13; Mr Brown, 10 ; Mr R. K. Jackson, 7 ; Mr Vile, 6; Mr Pauling, 6 ; . Mr 
Rawson, 6." The report was adopted, on the motion of Mr O'Leary, seconded by Mr 
McEwen. 



28th April 1903 Election of New Members. The annual meeting of householders in the 
Masterton School District was held in the Drill Hall last night. There was a moderate 
attendance. On the motion of the Rev. D. J. Murray, Mr E. McEwen was voted to the chair. 
The report and balance-sheet for the past year (which have already appeared in the Daily 
Times) were read by Mr W. M. Easthope (Secretary), and adopted on the motion of Mr R. 
Brown, seconded by Mr J. A. Renall. The election of a School Committee for the ensuing 
year was the next business. There was one fresh nomination —that of the Rev. D. J. Murray. 
The ballot resulted as follows : —R. Brown, -45; J. Carpenter, 44; J. C. Ewington, 44; 
Humphrey O'Leary, 44; Rev D. J. Murray, -44; J. Heyhoe, 42; R. Rigg, 40; J. L. Murray, 39; 
C. J. Kent Johnston, 37; R. K. Jackson, 30.  
The last named was the unsuccessful candidate, the other nine being declared members of the 
School Committee. Messrs W. H. Jackson and G. Feist acted as scrutineers.  
A vote of thanks was accorded the retiring Committee, and at a meeting of the new members 
Mr B. Brown was elected Chairman, and Mr T . M. Easthope Secretary and Treasurer. 
Messrs Brown, Carpenter, and Ewington were appointed the Visiting Committee for the 
month.  
It was resolved to forward a letter to Mr E. McEwen expressing the hearty thanks of the 
Committee, and its high appreciation of his valuable services during the seventeen years he 
sat on the Committee 
30th April 1903 Mr E. Norris, of Masterton, was yesterday appointed to the teaching staff of 
the Wanganui College. Mr, Norris had been assistant in the secondary department of the 
Masterton School for about a year, he came to Masterton from Wanganui 
5th May 1903 Assistant Teacher for the Secondary Class in the Masterton District High 
School. Salary £200. 
6th May 1903 Wellington Education Board In regard to a difficulty concerning the control of 
the school cricket ground at Masterton, it was resolved to inform Mr Jackson, the headmaster, 
that he alone had the control of the ground 
8th May 1903 In a long article on shooting for prizes supplied by the government The services 
of the undermentioned public school cadet companies have been accepted;—The Hutt Public 
School Cadet Company, the Nos. 1. 2 and 3 Companies, Masterton District High School 
Cadet Company, the Te Ore Ore Public School detachment. 
9th May 1903 Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School Committee, has received a 
letter from the Education Board, Wellington, asking him to arrange with his Committee for 
the observance of 'Empire Day " (anniversary of Queen Victoria's birthday, 2">th hist.) The 
Board suggests that at every school the children shall assemble and salute the flag, the 
ceremony to be followed by an address to the children, the remainder of the day to be a 
holiday. 
15th May 1903 The first meeting of the new Masterton School Committee was held last night. 
Mr R. Brown presided, and there were also present Rev. D. J. Murray, Messrs H. O'Leary, J. 
Carpenter, J. L. Murray, J. Heyhoe  and R. Rigg. An apology for absence was received from 
Mr C. J. Kent-Johnston.  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit bank balance of .£58 10s 2d.  
On the motion of Mr O'Leary, seconded by Mr Carpenter, it was resolved to purchase from 
the Government printer ten copies of the Education Act.  



Mr Rigg moved, and Mr J. L. Murray seconded, that the Committee nominate, as requested 
by letter, Mr Win. Allan for the vacancy on the Education Board caused by the retirement of 
Mr J. L. Blair. The motion was carried.  
A circular was read from the Education Department in reference to the observance of 
'"Empire Day , ' (May 25th). The Board wished that in the morning of the day the children 
should be assembled to salute the flag. and, afterwards, given a short address reminding them 
of the duties and privileges of citizenship. The rest of the day would be a school holiday, and 
the Committee might, if they saw fit, arrange for suitable entertainment of a patriotic nature. 
The Chairman, Rev. D. J. Murray and the head-master (Mr W. H. Jackson) were deputed to 
make the necessary arrangements for the observance of the day. 
It was resolved to call the attention of the contractor to the state of the tennis ground at the 
schools, and to request him to complete the work. 
it was decided to apply to the Education Board for a supply of chairs. The Chairman stated 
that those now at the school were falling to pieces, and not safe to be used, so that the 
teachers had nothing to sit on, 
The School has not been painted for a long time, and the Chairman said it badly needed it. It 
was resolved to draw the attention of the Board to the matter. 
15th May 1903 JUVENILE SMOKING. 
The Pernicious "Pennorth." 
A Suggestive Letter from Mr W. H. Jackson 
In his monthly report to the Masterton School Committee, last night, the Headmaster (Mr W. 
H. Jackson) drew attention to a matter seriously affecting parents and their children. Mr 
Jackson wrote: " I think it right that I should bring under the notice of the Committee the fact 
that cigarettes and tobacco  are sold by some vendors to any children who desire to purchase. 
L am making a big effort to pull together a bad boy, who has a shocking record in the 
absentee book, and I find, to-day, that he is able to spend his penny in buying tobacco tor 
cigarettes. It is only a week ago that I had to complain to a vendor that a boy in the Infants' 
room —certainly, a big boy—had been served at his shop with cigarettes. On calling at this 
boy's home, I found that his mother would have been glad of the money he had spent to buy 
bread for her children. The facility with which cigarettes can be bought, even by the youngest 
boys, and the habit some parents have of supplying their boys with money without 
ascertaining how it is spent, are the two chief causes of juvenile smoking." 
Mr R. Brown (chairman) said he hoped the Committee would take some action. An extract 
from the report might be sent to the Premier. Mr J. L. Murray: " The trouble is that children 
are able to get ' pennorths.' If the packets were not opened it would be difficult for children to 
get the sixpence."  
Rev. D. J. Murray thought they should take some action in the matter. He moved that an 
extract from Mr Jackson's report be sent to the Premier, the Education Board, and the 
Member for Masterton (Mr A. W. Hogg). Mr Rigg seconded and the motion was carried. The 
opinion was expressed that Chinamen were the offenders referred to by Mr Jackson. 
18th May 1903 SECONDARY EDUCATION. 
TEACHING USELESS KNOWLEDGE. “Parent” writes:—We are getting tired of the 
conservatism of the Education Board. They have no conception of any teaching ' beyond 
Latin, algebra  and Euclid. They are now insisting on the Masterton District High School 



aping a secondary school and doing above subjects. Why they persist in flying in the 
Minister’s face does not appear. In his ‘report for 1902 the Hon. W. C. Walker says he .must 
“utter a note of warning,” and goes on to recommend the discontinuance of Latin, algebra and 
Euclid, and the substitution of practical elementary science, with manual training. He does 
not mention social economy, but as this is “laid great stress” on in sixth standard work, it 
must necessarily find a place in a high school. .What the average country settler wants for his 
boys (I will leave someone else to speak about the girls) is. first, some training in citizenship, 
that elementary knowledge that fits youths to discuss intelligently social and political 
questions; secondly, elementary science. This means the rudiments of the whole curriculum: 
zoology. botany, physios, chemistry. A “cockatoo's” son should be able to figure out in his 
head the pressure gained in a wool-press: The weight requiring to balance a ten-pound gate in 
a wool-shed. That’s physics He should know how to make sheep dip without expense or 
danger. That’s chemistry. He should know the names and habits of all the hostile or friendly 
animals and plants. That is biology. Here is a little story in illustration: —A wealthy 
runholder had a tool-house infested by great maggots that came out of the roof and dropped 
down his back. He regarded this as the “act of God.” A pert boy who had worked under 
Thomson, of Dunedin. offered to put the set on them for over, to exorcise them, for 3s 6d. _ 
His “modus operandi” shows the use of biology. He recognised the maggots as the larva of 
eristalis  which breeds only in pools of water. There was only one pool near the shed. He put 
some sheep-dip in and ordered a repetition every three months. Now. to return to our Latin, 
algebra and Euclid. Latin is of no earthly use. Even if you know if well, there is no literature 
in Latin. Cut out a few gems of Horace, one hundred lines of Lucretius, and some Catullus,’ 
nothing is left. In Greek you hare things of imperishable beauty. Algebra is not of the least 
use in practical life. Who does it? 
What farmer, dairyman, lawyer, clergyman or doctor ever waits to solve a quadratic equation 
? Euclid is of no use except so far as the results go, and they can all be given, if you like, as a 
running accompaniment to physics. Euclid’s notion of proving his theorems is absurd. Why 
prove them ? _ Whoever proves a theorem in chemistry? . We don’t' prove; we verify. To 
teach Euclid rationally you sum up his results and verify them experimentally. Now, in 
contrast, take another story. A man up in the Ruahines had found “pure blue stone in 
quantity,” and thought lie was a millionaire. Never had it analysed; couldn't spare the X-. Pert 
boy No. 2 camo along, took a pinch, wetted it, poked his knife in, found copper present, 
poured in a little ammonia (used for cleaning clothes) and saw at once the stuff was nearly all 
iron and valueless. Simple, when you know how. Let me conclude with a little epigram from 
Mr Walker’s report. “The fact of a study being useless is no reason it should be taught.” 
23rd May 1903 "EMPIRE DAY." 
Ceremony at Masterton School. 
Saluting the Flag. 
" One flag, one speech, one Empire," heartily sang the scholars of the Masterton District High 
School as they were assembled yesterday afternoon in the playgrounds at the rear of the 
school building. The celebration of " Empire Day " took place yesterday instead of on 
Monday afternoon, for the sake of convenience. Besides Mr W. H, Jackson (headmaster) and 
the teaching staff, there were also present Mr E. Feist, Rev. D.J. Murray, Mr A. W. Hogg, 
M.H.R., and Mr T. W. McDonald, a candidate for the Wellington Education Board. As this 



was the first occasion on which " Empire Day" has been celebrated, the various speakers took 
particular pains in explaining why it was held, and the importance of it. 
Rev. D.J. Murray was the first speaker, and, he said, in the course of his remarks, that the 
ceremony was no be or heathenish idolatry. In saluting the flag, it was a symbol of their 
liberty as  British boys and girls, and they were also making a declaration of their loyalty. 
They were accustomed to celebrating the birthday of that good and noble woman —the late 
Queen—on the 24th May, but now it was to be recognised as " Empire Day." After further 
referring to the subject, the speaker pointed out to the children  their duty in regard to their  
declaration of loyalty, and said it was a privilege to be born under the British flag. 
(Applause).  
Mr W. H. Jackson followed with a few remarks appropriate to the occasion, and mentioned 
that, by saluting the flag they were indicating their determination  to carry out the spirit which 
is suggested on Empire Day. 
 Mr Hogg referred to the cause of the inauguration of "Empire Day," and the unfurling of the 
flag which had always been done with feeling and majesty. He also made reference to the 
progress of British interests and prophesied  that the time would come when all children  
would commence their life-battle provided with an equal armour in the way of a sound 
education. He exhorted all to pay strict attention to their studies, so that when they go out into 
the busy strife of commercial competition they will have an equal chance of success. He 
hoped they would always maintain the dignity of the British flag. 
The flag was then hoisted by Mr Jackson, and, as it floated in the breeze, the assembled 
children impressively saluted this emblem of liberty. The ceremony concluded with the 
scholars, with heads uncovered, singing a verse of the National Anthem.  
On the initiative of Mr Jackson, three ringing cheers were given for Mr Hogg and Rev. D. J. 
Murray. 
25th May 1903 CORRESPONDENCE. 
Wellington Education Board 
Elections, 
[to the  editor. | 
Sir, —My action in asking the Fernridge  School Committee to nominate me, in preference to 
the Masterton Committee, has fully justified itself by the manner in which the latter 
Committee— through its Chairman—is acting over this election. 
Some days ago, a local appeared in your paper, stating that the Chairman had received voting 
papers and had handed them to the individual members of Committee. Was this business-like 
The Committee should have been called together and voting papers could then all be posted 
together. And, again, why this unnecessary haste, seeing that the day of election is June 8th, 
and fifteen clear days is allowed after that for posted voting papers to be received in 
Wellington. -Probably it was a hint to other Committees to do likewise—my circular was not 
yet issued. Later a statement was made that a majority of the Masterton Committee had 
decided to vote for Mr McDonald. Is this straight-forward dealing? I say no. A message was 
also delivered to members stating that Mr McDonald was coming to see them, and the 
chairman himself intended voting for Mr McDonald. In conclusion, I leave the public to 
judge as to the fairness or otherwise of such proceedings. I invite parents to make a mental 
note of this for next election and rouse up to a sense of duty so that there may be something 



better than a discreditable turnout of only forty householders to elect a School Committee. —
I am, etc., 
F, G. Magnusson 
28th May 1908 The following is the Masterton School team  to play on the Masterton Park 
Oval on Saturday : —Flaws, Moore, McHattie, Rhodes, N. Hooper, Iggulden, White, 
McKenzie, Falconer, Anderson, Keith, McGregor, Morris, Jackson, Billington. Emergencies 
—Back, Long; forwards, Pauling and Williams. Mr J. Cochrane is to act as referee. 
28th May 1903 Wellington Education Board The Masterton School Committee forwarded an 
extract from a report by its headmaster, who had complained about vendors selling cigarettes 
and tobacco to Schoolboys. In one instance a boy in the infant room— a big boy, certainly— 
had been served with a packet of cigarettes. Members of the Board did not know that they 
could -do anything more than urge upon the Government the necessity for legislation on the 
subject. No action was taken 
28th May 1903 On leaving the staff of the Masterton District High School, yesterday", to take 
up a position at the Wanganui College, Mr li. T. Norris, M.A., was presented by his late 
pupils with an aneroid barometer. Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, in making the presentation, 
conveyed to Mr Norris the regret felt at his removal, and expressed the hope that he would be 
happy and successful in his new sphere of work. 
28th May 1903 New furniture was ordered to be procured for the Hutt and Epuni Schools, and 
it was resolved to procure a trial shipment of twenty school desks from America, costing 25s 
each, for the Masterton High School 
30th May 1903 A NEW STYLE OF SCHOOL DESK. 
An Improved Design. 
A Sample Shipment Ordered, 
The Education Board have had before their several samples of adjustable school desks, of the 
latest improved pattern, manufactured in the United States. The aides are o£ iron and the 
seats and desks of different coloured woods arc handsomely finished and polished, rendering 
them both comfortable and attractive articles of furniture. An ingenious arrangement enables 
the teacher to adjust the desk to the size of his pupil, and the seat, rising and falling as the 
child rises from work, economises space and admits of the seat being fixed close to and in a 
line with the edge of the desk. The consequence is that when and at work the child, instead of 
having to lean forward, is in an easy and natural position, with the chest close to the edge o£ 
the desk and the legs underneath. The back rest, instead of consisting of a couple of wooden 
spars, as at present, is slightly curved so as to support the shoulders and spine  in their natural 
position. At the meeting of the Education Board this week Mr Hogg moved that a trial of 
these desks should be made. He had always been a strong supporter of Colonial industry, and 
was prepared to encourage New Zealand artisans in every legitimate way, but the first 
consideration of the Board was the welfare of the young people, and he maintained that the 
best furniture available should be provided for their schools. It was undeniable that a variety 
of physical deformities such as curvature of the spine and round shoulders, as well as the 
contraction of a stooping habit, were largely due to the kind of seats and desks used in the 
public schools. Ho was not advocating the introduction of school furniture from abroad, and 
if an equally good article could be made in the Colony, he would be prepared to get it, even if 
it cost a little more than the imported make ; but the Americans transparently had made a 



study of this branch of manufacture, and he wanted to see the schools of this Colony 
equipped with the latest and most improved appliances. Some questions were asked by 
members, and Mr Young, who expressed a strong opinion that the desks proposed would be 
found to be no improvement whatever to those in use, appealed to the Inspector.  
Inspector Fleming stated that there had always been a difficulty with seats and desks, as the 
makers were unable to hit upon anything of a satisfactory character. The desks referred to by 
Mr Hogg were, undoubtedly, from various standpoints, far ahead of anything made in the 
Colony, and those for the bigger pupils—between 16 and 18 years of age—could be landed in 
Wellington for the same money as the old fashioned ones were made here. Ho recommended 
that a trial shipment of twenty for the Masterton District High School should be obtained. The 
Board decided to give effect to this recommendation. 
2nd June 1903 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Appointment of Teachers 
Protest Against Education Board's Action 
Committee Support Mr Thwaite's Application. 
A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical School last 
evening for the purpose of considering the appointment of a first assistant master at the 
District High School to take the position lately filled by Mr K. T. Norris, M.A., who had 
resigned.  
Mr R. Brown  occupied the chair for a short time, but as he had to attend a meeting of the 
Borough Council Rev. D. J. Murray presided when Mr Brown left. There were also present: 
Messrs J. L. Murray, J.C Ewington, J.  Heyhoe, H. O'Leary, C. J. Kent Johnston and R Rigg 
The Secretary of the Wellington Education Board wrote stating that fifteen applications for 
the position had been received, and, after considering them, the Board recommended that of 
Mr A. B. Charters, with a qualification of C.2. 
A general discussion ensued in reference to the attitude adopted by the Board in the 
appointment  of teachers. It was pointed out that the Act gave the Committee power to make 
a recommendation it was ignored by the -Board. Members considered that on principle the 
Committee should protest against the Board's action in taking the matter of the appointment 
of teachers practically in their own hands. 
Rev. Murray thought it unwise to sit quietly under it. The Committee was conceded a certain 
right by Act of Parliament, and if the governing body misinterpreted the law, as he thought 
was the case in this instance, he maintained that the Committee was entitled to protest until 
they get redress for the grievance which they feel they are suffering under. As a protest Rev. 
Murray suggested that the Committee should decline to take action in regard to the 
appointment and ask the board to the Committee greater scope in the final selection of 
teachers as provided for in the Education Act, 1877. Mr Ewington supported Rev. Murray in 
his remarks, and further suggested that the School Committee's Association should take up 
the matter. Time and again certain recommendations were made to the Board, but no notice 
was taken of them. 
Mr J. L. Murray considered that the Education Board was in an infinitely better position than 
the Committee to judge the competency or otherwise of the respective candidates. The Board 
only forwarded the selection they had made, and if there was any objection to the applicant 



the Committee could object. It was again pointed out that the Board always ignored any 
objection made. 
The various applications were gone through, and some of the accompanying credentials read. 
Mr J. E. Thwaites, who has been on the staff of the High School for the past three years, and 
is at present second master of the secondary classes, was found to be a candidate, and as his 
qualifications were found to be a "scratch of the pen" lower than Mr Charters, his application 
was gone into. It was generally agreed that a teacher already on the staff, who is competent 
and fit to till the position, should have a chance of promotion. Mr Thwaites' credentials were 
considered in every way satisfactory, and his qualifications are C3,  
Mr J. L. Murray moved that having considered the applications, the Committee recommends 
the appointment of Mr Thwaites to the position of first master, and respectfully asks the 
Board, to confirm the same. Mr Kent Johnston seconded.  
Mr R. Rigg moved that the Education Board's appointment be confirmed, and Mr O'Leary 
seconded. The amendment, on being put to the meeting, was lost, and the motion was carried. 
The Committeemen were called together this morning, for the purpose of reconsidering the 
decision arrived at last night. There were present: — Messrs R. Brown (chairman). H. 
O'Leary, J. Heyhoe, R Rigg,, J. L. Murray, C J. Kent-Johnston and Rev. Murray. The latter 
questioned the legality of the meeting on the ground that the act provided for three days' 
notice being given. Other members upheld the objection, and the Chairman ruled that last 
night's proceedings were also invalid as a clear three days' notice had not been given. It was 
thereupon decided to hold a meeting on Friday night, and the Secretary was instructed to wire 
to the Education Board, pointing out that the resolution passed last evening was invalid 
3rd June 1903 Part of a long article on Boys’ smoking. The universal cigarette was the subject 
of a brief discussion amongst members of the Wellington Board of Education last week. The 
Masterton School Committee sent down an extract from the Masterton headmaster’s report 
complaining  that vendors were allowed to sell cigarettes to boys; and upon this there ensued 
a general conversation as to the properties of cigarettes. One member observed that it was a 
matter of comment in passing through the streets that, little boys hardly as high as the Board 
table could be seen smoking. The chairman observed that while he was in a Chinaman’s shop 
the other day getting some fruit, a little boy came in with the demand, “A cigarette, John!” 
and put. down a half-penny for which he got his cigarette……… 
6th June 1903 A special meeting of the members of the Masterton School Committee was 
held in the Technical school last evening. Mr R. Brown was in the chair, and there were also 
present : Messrs J. L. Murray, J. Heyhoe, R. Rigg, H. O'Leary, C. J. Kent-Johnston and the 
Rev. D. J. Murray. On the motion of Mr Kent-Johnston the discussion of the appointment of a 
first master at the District High School was taken in committee.  
Mr A. W. Hogg, a member of the Wellington Education Board, was present by invitation, and 
explained fully the methods adopted by the Board in regard to the appointment of teachers. 
The matter of appointing a teacher was discussed, and it was finally decided to confirm the 
recommendation of the Board, to appoint Mr A. B. Charters, of Wellington.  
Mr Hogg was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his explanation. On the motion of Rev. D. 
J. Murray, the following resolution was passed :— •' That this Committee respectfully 
suggests to the Wellington Education Board the advisability of giving the Committee greater 
scope in the final selection and appointment of teachers, as provided in ' The Education Act, 



1877,' concluding paragraph of section -15, instead of giving them power in name only, as as 
present." 
9th June 1903 Mr A. B. Charters, who has been appointed to take charge of the Masterton 
District High School, will arrive iv Masterton, today, to take up his new duties. Mr Charters 
has been a prominent officer in "Wellington volunteering circles for some time past. Previous 
to his joining the Eighth Contingent he held the post of .lieutenant in the Kelburne Rifles. He 
enlisted for South African service as a trooper, and during his service in the field rose to the 
rank of Regimental Sergeant-Major. On his return to Wellington, he was elected Lieutenant 
in the Engineers' Corps. His athletic achievements are evidenced by the fact that he has 
played a consistently good game in the Wellington Athletics' senior team. The local High 
School has boon fortunate in securing the services of one of the most capable teachers in the 
service of the Education Board. 
12th June 1903 The Masterton School Committee arc grappling with the absentee nuisance. 
At last night's meeting it was decided to take out summonses against three parents, who were 
regarded as the " worst cases." The Secretary was also instructed to send out a number of 
preliminary notices. In those cases where the warning does not have the desired effect, 
summonses will be served. 
The shelter-sheds at the Masterton School--which are used by children living at a distance as 
luncheon rooms— were severely condemned by some members of the Masterton School 
Committee last night. "It is more like a hen-house than anything else ; I should not like to eat 
my dinner there," remarked Mr Heyhoe, in reference to one of the shelters.  
Mr J. L. Murray, who also commented on the dirty condition of the shelters, was deputed to 
make arrangements for the limewashing and cleansing of them. 
The tender of Mr Peter Hider has been accepted for .sweeping the Masterton School 
chimneys for twelve months. 
he recent severe frosts damaged several water-pipes at the Masterton School. In a letter from 
the headmaster, received by the School Committee last night, it was also pointed out that the 
whole of the pipes supplying the privies at the school are above ground and unprotected. The 
Secretary  was instructed to notify the Education Board immediately. 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, a letter was received stating that 
the Wellington Education Board had considered the question of juvenile smoking, as pointed 
out by the Committee. The Board hoped that Parliament would make such provision as would 
meet the cases referred to by the headmaster (Mr H W. Jackson). Mr A. W Hogg, M.H.R., 
also wrote stating that Mr Jackson deserved thanks for bringing forward a measure of so 
much importance to parents and guardians. Any remedial measures brought forward would 
have the hearty support of the member for the district. 
The only national emblem possessed by the Masterton School is a Union Jack. Mr W. H. 
Jackson wrote to the committee last night pointing out the desirability of a New Zealand 
ensign being procured us well. The matter was relegated to the visiting committee. 
 
12th June 1903 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last night, 
Mr R. Brown presiding. Messrs R. Rigg, Kent-Johnston, H. O'Leary, J. L. Murray, and J. 
Heyhoe were also present.  



The statement of the Secretary, Mr W. M. Easthope, showed expenditure for the past month 
to have been £8 10s 3d, leaving a credit balance of £50. Mr Easthope said the three months' 
capitation (£22 or £23) was now due. The statement was adopted, and accounts totalling £I7 
10s 6d were passed for payment. 4 
The Education Board is advertising for Truant Officers, and it was resolved, on the motion of 
Mr Murray, seconded by Mr Rigg, to recommend Mr Easthope for the Masterton 
appointment.  
The report of the headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) gave the following attendance statistics :—
main school: roll 601, average 528, percentage 88; side school: roll 133, average 116, 
percentage 87; secondary classes: roll 73, average 65, percentage 89. The attendance in the 
last named classes had been very good, as half the scholars on the roll lived outside the 
Masterton School district. 
Messrs O'Leary, Rigg and Rev. D. J, Murray were appointed the visiting committee for the 
month. 
13th June 1903 Wellington schoolboys and volunteers will be pleased to hear of the 
promotion of Mr A B. Charters to the position of first master on the staff of the Masterton 
District High School. But the change will be tinctured with regret, is Mr. Charters is very 
popular m the city. However Wellington's loss will be Masterton's gain, and the chief party 
concerned has received deserved promotion. Mr. Charters has for years taken a very active 
interest in the volunteer movement, both from the adult point of view and so far as it affects 
cadets. When the South African war fever was affecting the young men of the Empire, Mr. 
Charters vas among those who forsook their prosaic- professions to follow the flag. He 
served with the Eighth, Contingent, and rose to the position, of regimental sergeant-major, 
and was one of the best, winning the esteem of his men, and the approval of his officers. The 
students of the Masterton High School, though attending a secondary institution will like their 
A.B C 
26th June 1903 The Board of Education has appointed the following truant officers :—
Masterton, W. Easthope; Eketahuna, F. Wise; Carterton, M. Maxton; Pahiatua, J. Henry. No 
decision was arrived at by the Board regarding the letter from the Masterton School 
Committee concerning greater scope being given to the Committees in the final selection of 
teachers. Messrs Hogg, Feist, and Robertson defended the present system. As the building 
fund is considerably overdrawn, the Board adopted the simple plan of refusing to vote money 
for any of the works which were requisitioned for. 
27th June 1903 SCHOOL COMMITTEE AND EDUCATION BOARD. 
The Choice of Teachers. 
In connection with the appointment of an assistant master at the Masterton District High 
School recently, when the Education Board submitted one name only for the position, the 
Committee decided to suggest to the Board the advisableness of giving school committees 
greater scope in the final selection of teachers, and sending three or four names to choose 
from, instead of only one, for any particular appointment. The letter was read at Thursday's 
meeting of the Board, when Mr Hogg said he had come to the conclusion that that the 
practice now followed by the Board was the  best one and conformed with the intentions of 
the Legislature; but at the same time he had suggested to members of the Masterton 
Committee that if they could devise any means by which an improvement could be made in 



the system, the Board would consider it. Mr Feist agreed with Mr Hogg and said that such a 
course as that suggested by the Committee would mean delay in the appointment of teachers. 
Mr Robertson observed that whatever previous convictions a man might have held on this 
subject, his views generally settled down to the practice adopted by the Board. Though he 
had come there as a member of a School Committee, his views had undergone this change. 
He thought it must be agreed that the members of the Board were in the best positions to do 
full justice to the teaching service in these matters.  
Mr Robertson remarked also that he had seen a circular which Mr Hogg had issued to the 
Committees in regard to the election now proceeding, and he had been filled with admiration 
at the courage he had shown in boldly facing this question and telling the Committees that he 
believed that the present method adopted by the Board was the best, so far as he could see at 
present. This was a question concerning which Mr Hogg, if he had wished, might easily have 
remained silent; but he had taken the more honest course of speaking his mind frankly.  
The letter from the Masterton Committee was received. 
29th June 1903 The Masterton school boys played Featherston school team at Masterton on 
Saturday and won by three points to nil. Bannister crossed the line, but the attempt to convert 
the try was unsuccessful, Mr A. N. Burns held the whistle. 
4th July 1903 The Masterton School Committee is evidently in favour of stern measures to 
suppress the boy smoker. "The only way to cure these boys who will smoke," observed a 
member the other day, "is to have a proper smoke-oh. Give them clay pipes and some black, 
rank tobacco, and make them smoke. That will cure them 
10th July 1903 The monthly meeting of the Masterton District High School Committee was 
held last evening, Mr R. Brown being in the chair. There were also present: Messrs J. 
Carpenter, H. O'Leary, B. Rigg and J. L. Murray. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of 
£12 9s 6d.  
The Education Board notified that Mr Turnbull (Board Architect) would visit Masterton 
today. and confer with the Committee in respect to sanitary arrangements at the School. The 
Board also advised that the Committee's suggestion that School Committees should be 
conceded larger power in the appointment of teachers, had been received. The Committee 
took no further action in the matter. The necessary voting papers for the forthcoming 
Education Board election were distributed. It was decided to use sawdust at the School 
sprinkled with a little dilute disinfectant to make the rooms cleaner and healthier. Messrs 
Brown, Carpenter and Ewington is the visiting Committee for the month. 
10th July 1903 The attendance of the pupils at the secondary classes at the Masterton District 
High School has, on the whole, been good during the past month. However, there are four or 
five scholars whose attendance has not been sufficiently regular to earn the grants, and Mr 
Jackson suggested at last night's meeting of the Committee that the parents of those scholars 
should be called upon to pay a fee equal to the grant lost to the. school. " We don't want 
pupils who are a loss to the school," remarked the Chairman. 
 Mr J. L Murray mentioned that the Act provided for a fee to be charged in the event of 
irregularity of attendance. A resolution was passed instructing the Secretary to recover 'the 
foes from the parents concerned.  
In' accordance with the Inspector's recommendation new 'pupils will be admitted to the 
secondary classes only at the commencement of each quarter 



10th July 1903 An agitation has been going on for some time in regard to having erected a 
separate building in which to conduct the secondary classes of the Masterton District High 
School. Mr W. H. Jackson, in his report to the Committee, last evening, referred to the 
matter. He wrote :-—" The time has now arrived for steps to be taken to obtain a building for 
the secondary department of the school on the site set apart by the Trust Land Trustees, 
namely, the section immediately in front of St. Patrick's Church. I would suggest to the 
Committee the desirability of moving in this matter at once. The additional accommodation is 
urgently needed. The average attendance is, at the present time, in excess of the space 
provided, allowing ten square feet of space for every child. In all new schools the Health 
Department's requirement of twelve square feet per pupil is carried out. Calculating on this 
last basis our school is very much overcrowded."  
The Chairman remarked that he understood that the section in question was being offered for 
lease by the Trustees, with a number of other sections. Messrs Rigg and Kent-Johnston were 
instructed to enquire into the matter. On the motion of Mr O'Leary it was decided to forward 
the headmaster's report to the Education Board, together with an application to have a 
suitable building erected on the site mentioned. 
11th July 1903 The Trust Lands Trustees, last night, decided to pay grants to the Masterton 
District High School, Fernridge, St. Patrick's and Te Ore Ore Schools on the same basis as in 
previous years. A grant of £10 was made to the Gymnasium,  £10 to the Band, and £30 to the 
Park in addition to house rent (£2O). Grants to the Fire Brigade, Fire Police, Public Baths, 
and Borough Library were refused. 
22nd July 1903 Masterton Borough Council The ordinary meeting of the Masterton Borough 
Council was held last night. Present—The Mayor (Mr J. M. Coradine) and Crs J. Hessey, J. 
Elliott, E. G. Eton, O. Pragnell, E. McEwen, F. G. Magnusson, J. B. Keith and T. Cresswell. 
An apology for non-attendance was received from Cr Goodall. 
The Secretary of the Masterton District High School made application for a reduction in the 
charge for water. —The application was referred to the Works Committee. 
Mr D. Parton urged on the Council the importance of extending the gas main to householders 
in Bannister-street. It was decided to inform Mr Parton that it cannot at present grant the 
request. 
The reports of the various Committees were read and adopted. 
31st July 1903 Wellington Education Board At the meeting of the Education Board, 
yesterday, applications were received for additional rooms to the Masterton School and 
improvements to the grounds. The application was deferred for the present, owing to the state 
of the Board's finances. 
7th August 1903 The Masterton Caledonian Association Club entertained the Wellington team 
at a smoke concert and the repot included During the evening a remark was made that " on 
the school boys depends the future of Association," and it was suggested to Mr Jackson that 
he should encourage the game amongst the boys at the Masterton School. This he willingly 
promised to do, and this decision met with hearty approval. (Soccer) 
14th August 1903 The annual examination of the Masterton District High School, by the 
Board's inspectors, is to take place at the end of the present month 



During the past month two of the senior teachers and a junior of the Masterton District High 
School staff have been absent from their positions on account of infectious diseases prevalent 
in their homes. The teachers have now returned to the School. 
A letter was read at last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee from the 
Wellington Education Board, intimating that, as the Board's General Account is so heavily 
over-drawn, no improvements at schools, no matter how urgently required, could be 
undertaken. Several improvements asked for at the Masterton School will have to stand over 
until funds are available. 
According to Mr W. H. Jackson's report, presented to the School Committee, last evening, the 
attendance for the past month has been as follows; — Main school —number on roll 572, 
average attendance 512,5 per centage of attendance 86; side School—132, 102, 77; secondary 
classes—68, 55, 81. The attendance of the month at the main school has been good; at the 
side school, fair ; in the secondary classes satisfactory. As a number of pupils in the last-
named class have to walk a long distance to the train a percentage of attendance can only be 
expected in good weather. 
At a recent meeting of the Masterton School Committee it was reported that several pupils 
had attended the secondary classes irregularly and had not made sufficient attendance to earn 
capitation allowed by the Government. Therefore, the Committee decided to call upon the 
parents of the pupils to pay the equivalent of the grant to the Committee, amounting to 30s. 
At last night's meeting of the Committee, the Secretary read three replies, and in one a 
distinct refusal to pay was made. Consideration of the matter was deferred till the next 
meeting of the Committee. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, of the Masterton District High School, has procured a couple 
of typewriters and intends inaugurating a class for tuition and practice in type-writing. The 
class is being commenced chiefly for the benefit of scholars who travel to school by railway 
and have to wait a considerable time after school before their return train starts. A portion of 
this time can therefore be profitably employed. The class if not conducted free will only mean 
a very small cost to the pupils. The School Committee last night decided to leave the matter 
in the hands of the Chairman (Mr R. Brown) and Mr W. H. Jackson. 
14th August 1903 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held, last 
evening, in the Technical School building. Mr R. Brown was in the chair, and there were also 
present— Messrs C. J. Kent-Johnston, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, J. L. Murray, J. C. Ewington, 
J. Heyhoe, and Rev. D. J. Murray. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £5 12s 11d. The 
Telegraph Department wrote, in reply to a communication on the subject, that no concession 
could be allowed for telephonic service to the District High School. On the motion of Mr 
Ewington it was decided, on the casting vote of the Chairman, to connect the School with the 
telephone service. It was reported that the Committee is entitled to another representative on 
the School Committee's Association. A resolution was carried that no appointment be made 
at the present time, but the matter be left in the hands of the Chairman.  
Notice was given by Mr Kent Johnston of his intention to move at the next meeting that the 
resolution authorising telephonic service with the school be rescinded.  
Messrs Heyhoe, Johnston, and Murray are the visiting members for the month. 
21st August 1903 The Government has officially recognised the Wairarapa Public School 
Cadet Battalion with the following officers: Henry A. Parkinson (Greytown Public School 



Cadets) to command ; Andrew N. Burns (Masterton High School) to be adjutant; W. H. 
Jackson (Masterton High School) to be quartermaster 
28th August 1903 Mr William Easthope, Secretary of the Masterton School Committee, this 
morning summoned two parents for neglecting to send their children to School. In the one 
case the boy was 12 years old and is out working but had passed the Fourth Standard. In the 
second case, the boy was 12 years and has passed the Second Standard. The fines imposed 
were 8s and costs 7s, and 12s and 7s costs respectively. 
The mother of a boy who had not put in the requisite attendance at the Masterton School, 
appeared at the Masterton Court, this morning,' in response to a summons. Mr James 
enquired why the mother was invariably summonsed in these absentee cases He thought it 
was the father's duty to see that the children are adequately provided for in the way of 
'education, and to see that they go to school. Therefore, it was the father who was the proper 
individual to summons. It was not right to smother the mother in costs, Mr James further 
remarked that if the  costs were not paid the mother would have to go to gaol, and the father 
would escape scot free. 
28th August 1903 Wellington Education Board Mr. Feist brought up the matter of needed 
increased accommodation at the Masterton High School. He said the examinations would 
bring along more pupils for a school which was already full. Mr. Lee  said that .until the 
Board got some money the matter could not be dealt with. 
29th August 1903 An effort is being made to constitute the Te Ore Ore school district as a 
separate district. At the present time the district is joined with Masterton, and the Te Ore Ore 
School Committee has no power to vote in connection with the Wellington Education Board, 
and it is this vote that the Committee wants to get. The boundary has to be defined and this 
will be arranged by consultation with the Masterton School Committee at its next meeting 
11th September 1903 The Inspectors commence their examination visit to the Masterton 
District High School on Monday next. In accordance with the new regulations, Mr W. H. 
Jackson has examined and classified the whole school up to the sixth standard. The work of 
several of the classes is very gratifying. Every case of failure, almost without exception, is 
due to irregular attendance 
Both of the secondary classes at the Masterton District High School are doing good work. A 
little difficulty has been experienced in getting pupils to settle down to diligent home study; 
this, however, is being gradually overcome. After the sixth standard examination there will be 
a large increase in the secondary classes, and an additional teacher will probably be required. 
Mr W. Easthope, secretary of the Masterton School Committee, last night referred to the 
valuable and courteous assistance rendered by the Masterton Police in connection with the 
Attendance Act. A large number of affidavits, etc., had to be prepared and the Police had 
invariably carried out their duties in an expeditious way. On the motion of Rev. Murray it 
was decided to place on record the Committee's grateful appreciation of the service of the 
Police, to whom a copy of the resolution is to be forwarded. 
The Head Master of the Masterton District High School (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported to the 
School Committee, last evening, that there had been a marked improvement in the attendance 
at the secondary classes during the past month,, which be attributed to the notification that 
parents of children attending irregularly would be required to make up the Committee's loss 
in capitation. The scholars, against whoso parents  proceedings were recently taken by the 



Committee, are now attending most regularly. A list of names of children, who had broken 
the Attendance Act, during the past month, accompanied the report. 
The attendance for the past month at the several divisions of the Masterton District High 
School are as follows: — Main school, number on roll 595, average attendance 526, 
percentage of attendance 88; side school, 133, 114, and 84; secondary classes, 61, 56, and 92. 
For the previous month the percentages of attendance were 86, 77 and 81. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical School 
building, last evening. Mr E. Brown (chairman) presided, and there were also present:—
Messrs J. Heyhoe, J. Carpenter, R. Rigg, C. J. Kent-Johnston, J. L. Murray, H. O'Leary, and 
Rev. D. J. Murray. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £29 2s 4d. Accounts amounting 
to £8 12s were passed for payment. Messrs Rigg, O'Leary, and Rev. Murray were appointed 
the visiting members for the month. 
Parents will be pleased to learn that Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District 
High School, is using the utmost vigilance in connection with infectious diseases, and there is 
very little sickness among the school children. The floors are sprinkled daily with sawdust 
moistened with disinfectant, and every attention is being given to the ventilation of the 
rooms. No scholar coming from a homo in which there has been a case of infectious disease 
is allowed to return to school until the permission of the doctor, who has attended the case, is 
obtained. 
At the last meeting of the Masterton School Committee it was decided to connect the District 
High School with the telephone service. At last night's meeting Mr Kent-Johnston moved to 
rescind the resolution, arguing that the matter could be better spent in other directions. A 
majority of the members being of the same opinion, the motion was carried. 
A communication was read from the Secretary of the Wellington Education Board, at the 
meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, stating that the Government has 
determined to discontinue the " franking " system from August 31st. It was pointed out in the 
discussion that followed that teachers, as well as Committees, would be penalised by the 
action of the Government. While it was recognised that the system had been abused, the 
opinion was expressed that school committees were not the offenders. It was also mentioned 
that the teachers, who had to forward returns to the Department, would make a claim on the 
committees for postage expenses. On the motion of Mr C. J. Kent-Johnston, a resolution was 
passed expressing disapproval of the action of the Government and calling upon the School 
Committees' Association to use its endeavours to have the " franking " system re-instated. 
At present the Te Ore Ore School district is not deemed, and the Committee has no power to 
vote in connection with the Wellington Education  Board. An application was considered at 
the Masterton School Committee, last evening, from the Te Ore Ore School Committee, to 
have the boundary between the two districts defined. It is desired to include in the Te Ore Ore 
district the territory from the second Waipoua river, taking in Lansdowne. Mr R. Rigg 
thought that the householders should consider the matter. It was not known whether or not 
Lansdowne householders would agree to being included in the Te Ore Ore district, and thus 
be thrown out of the Masterton School district. Finally it was decided to request Mr 
McHattie, Chairman of the To Ore Ore Committee, to obtain the opinion of the householders 
in the district he wishes to secure, on the subject, and Messrs Brown, Kent-Johnston, Murray 
and Rigg, were appointed  a sub-committee in reference  to the matter. 



18th September 1903 The following is a complete list of passes at the recent examination at 
the Masterton High School, conducted by Inspector Fleming :— 
Seventh Standard.—Girls—Evelyn Elliott, Daisy Greenwood, Sidney Jackson, Hettie Smith. 
Boys—Frank De Lisle, Alfred Renall, Heaton Rhodes, Vincent Kay, Clarence Morris. 
Sixth Standard—Girls—Marion Allsworth, Jessie Campbell, Alice Campbell, Winnie 
Carpenter, Nina Christensen, Ida Daniell, Elsie Easthope, Connie Elliott, Elsie Franks, Mary 
Gordon, Chrissie Graham, Florence Green, Mizpah Hayes, Harriet Hood, Maud Hounslow, 
Gretta Hutson, Dorothy Jackson, Gladys Mackay, Constance McEwen, Ivy McKenzie, 
Myrtle McKenzie, Matilda McNair, Minnie Miller, Kathleen Olliver, Julia O'Neil, Olive 
Richards, Nellie Robins, Ethel Stone, Elsie Tooby, Constance Tooby, Eva Wallis, Maud 
Wagg, Stella Winzenberg.  
Boys—Karl Andricksen, William Bannister, Jack Berry, Victor Billington, Bert Broadbent, 
Walter Campbell, Percy Church, Charles Cole, Hubert Daniell, Stanley Edwards, John Eves, 
Eric Fuller, Edwin Greathead, Arthur Hoar, Stanley Hogg, Phillip Hyde, Alfred Iggulden, 
Henry Jones, Leonard King, David la Roche, Aleck Long, Edward Lyttle, Charles Lyttle, 
James McMaster, Roy Messenger, Thomas Miller, Cyril Nettlefold, | William Palamontain, 
Henry Pauling, Fred Phillips, Claude Russel, Jarl Syverston, Edgar Williams, Charles Yates, 
Norman Groves. 
Fifth Standard.—Girls—Emily Allen, Ada Darvill , Constance Easthope, Eva Ewington, 
Ethel Jepson, Hazel Jenkinson, Dorothy Jenkinson, Blanche Knight, Mary McKenzie, Alice 
McMeon , Doris Millar, Hilda Moore, Aileen Murray, Edith Murray, Emily Peters, Elsie 
Rees, Amy Shaw, Madge Townsend, Daisy Terry, Dora Walker, Eva Winch.  
Boys —John Andrews, William Adams, Archie Dixon, Edwin Harrod, Rupert Hatch, Earl 
Huston, Noel Hewitt, James Heyhoe, Otto Ibbetson, George Jackson, Robert McIntosh, 
Leonard McMaster, Robert Milne, Fred Pauling, Edwin Rigg, Victor Sutton, Bert. Syverston, 
Ernest Simonson, George Scrimgeour. 
Fourth Standard.—Girls —Ada Allen, Olive Bannister, Eva Briden, Connie Braggins, 
Elizabeth Beecher, Edith Chambers, Winnie Evernden, Grace Ewart, Sarah Fowles, Annie 
Flett, Lucy Gunther, Lily Gough, Harriet Hounslow, Ethel Johnson, Rose Jackson, 
Wilhelmina Langley, Ellen Magnusson, Chrissie Morton, Connie Miller, Lily Marsh, Ethel 
Olliver, Maud Reardon, Winnie Rayner, Ivy Rickards, Lucy Reed, Lucy Saker, Lily 
Swanson, Fanny Snell, Nellie Watson, Stella Williams.  
Boys—Charles Ashley, Laxton Berry, Herbert Billington, Boss Burridge, George Brooks, 
Richard Barrett, Percy Chapman, Alex. Coburn, Arthur Cowper, Roy Duncan, Hylton Dixon, 
Walter Flaws, Edward Flannagan, Stephen Harris, Leslie Johns, Roland King, Arthur 
Keisenberg, Herman Keisenberg, Alfred Keeble, Orien Knight, Harold Lett, Lawrence 
Mason, Archibald Montgomery, Ralph Morris, Errol Mackersey, Percy Peterson, Alfred 
Pauling, Clifford Rive, Albert Rigg, Horace Simonson, Stanley Temple, Cecil Thoumine, 
Arthur Wheeler, Norman Williams, James Winchester, Oscar Wellington, Jack Wintringham, 
Leonard Yates, Allan Younghusband, Leigh Younghusband, Thomas Brookes. 
Third Standard — Boys — Wilfred Andrews, Milton Archer, John Annan, William Barrett, 
Harold Broadbent, Robert Cameron, Rupert Clarke, William Chambers, Alfred Donald, 
Percy Evernden, George Elliott, Edwin Easthope, Maurice Fuller, Ernest Franks, Norman 
Fly, Fred Graham, Fred Gapper, Bay Huston, Roland Hatch, Harry Heyhoe, Jack Harding, 



William Hoar, Alfred Ibbetson, Reginald Knight, Fred Kent- Johnston, Cyril La Roche, 
Bertie Livingstone, Stanford Lowe, Harry Long, Norman Miller, Reginald Miller, Norman 
Morris, Herbert Munn, Stacey Manse, , Bertie McWhinnie, Eric Mangusson, Thomas 
McMaster, Terence McKee, Charles Osman, Ernest Olliver, Richard Pearson, Ben Rickards, 
Leonard Simonson, Donald Stuart, Clarence Walker, Arthur Ward, Herbert Yates.  
Girls—Myra Andrews, Gladys Bannister, Elsie Bannister, Gladys Cork, Gladys Church, May 
Christensen, Bessie Cork, Mary Campbell, Gladys Daniell, Doris Dixon, Ada Gordon, 
Alexandrina Green, Alice Hunter, Bertha Holloway, Eveline McCormack, Chrissie 
McKenzie, Gladys McKenzie, Bessie McKee, Gladys Moore, Nellie Millar, Gladys Murray, 
Rosie Marsh, Millie Norman, Nellie Robertson, Dorothy Saker, Elsie Shackleton, Olive 
Sutherland, Delia Syverston, Lavinia Tait, Elizabeth Tildesley, Ina Williams, Ruby Fowles, 
Annie Eraser, Jessie Fraser. 
Second Standard. — Boys — John Adams, Aleck Annan, Arthur Campbell, Richard 
Chappell, Reginald Cairns, Bruce Clancy, George Deane, Meredith Ewart, Horace Flaws, 
John Hugh Fraser, Percy Fraser, William Gordon, Frank Gray, Thomas Huston, Hans 
Hartmann, Victor Holmes, Percy Livermore, Sydney Munn, George Peters, Percy Pragnell, 
Stanley Pragnell, Thomas Rayner, Frank Rickards, Stewart Ross, Herbert Smith, Julian 
Siddall, Horace Terry, David Thoumine, Harold Taylor, Guy Wagg, William Wagg, Henry 
Williams, Reginald Yarr, Rainton Murray, Walter Clapp, James Ah Lop, William Christian, 
Joseph Darvill, Joseph Ewington, Percy Fly, George Forman, David Heggie, Ferdinand 
Hartmann, Horace Lewin, Clarence La Roche, Rupert Payne..  
Girls —Rita Arnold, Violet Billington, Ethel Braggins, Florence Briden, Nellie Christensen, 
Jessie Exell, Hazel Fuller, Lucy Fowles, Grace Greathead, Mary Hatch, Ada Hunter, Florence 
Holmes, Esther Joyce, Muriel Kent-Johnston, Matilda Lyttle, Marjorie Livermore, Esther 
Miller, Dorothy Nicholson, Gertrude Peterson, May Pond, Harriet Thompson, Ivy Wilton, 
Maud Bentley, Florence Ewington, Gladys Evernden, Annie Hood, Florence Payne, Myrtle 
Reed. 
First Standard.—Boys—Harry Bannister, Walter Clark, John Candy, Archadell Byrn, Leslie 
Drake, Willie Elliot, Douglas Fraser, Roy Falloon, Walter Harding, Reggie Hartnett, Frank 
Hartnett, Arnold Hadley, Edward Jepson, Allan Lain, Harold Lett, Aleck McKenzie, 
Clarence Ralph, John Swanson, Stanley Reeves, Philip Shaw, Richard Te Tau, Bertie 
Thompson, Willie Terry, Reginald Wilton, George Wagg, Arthur Whittaker, Richard 
Webber, Robert Wise, Bertie Ah Lop, Harold Baillie, Ivan Gray, Douglas Hosking, George 
Hastie, Charles Jones, Albert Lewin, Douglas Mackersey, Vincent Norman, Herbert Rafiills, 
George Saker, John Towers, Roy Tait, Leslie Clapp, Joseph Regan.  
Girls — Florrie Billington, Dorothy Cork, Laura Connelly, Sybil Cameron, Ethel Davey, 
Myrtle Devenport, May Hawes, Nilla Hyde, Ruby Hooper, Vera King, Hermione Knight, 
Gladys Lett, Emma Leach, Barry Leach, Ethel Mansell, Dora Murray, Myrtle Olliver, Cora 
Ralph, Kate Shaw, Grace Tooby, Annie Yates, Doris Bentley, Millicent Cook, Minnie Dixon, 
Clarice Graham, Natalie Hill, Alice Holes, Doris Johnston, Rona Mason, Eveline Minifie, 
Monica Mellwood, Dora Pinhey, Alma Reynolds, Millie Townsend. 
25th September 1903 Wellington Education Board A request from the Masterton School 
Committee for a grant towards the cost of erecting swimming baths was held over, owing to 
the Board's unfortunate financial position. 



29th September 1903 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was called for 
five o'clock, last evening, for the purpose of considering the poll to be taken by the Masterton 
Trust Lands Trustees regarding the dedication of a site for the District High School. The 
meeting lapsed for want of a quorum, and was adjourned sine die. 
During the past few months girls attending the Masterton High School have held a number of 
interesting hockey matches, Mr W. H. Jackson being in charge of one team, and Mr Thwaites 
the other. The season is to be " wound up" on Thursday with an afternoon tea party on the 
recreation ground, 
1st October 1903 The Masterton School Committee elsewhere urge parents and those entitled 
to vote to-morrow, to record their votes in favour of No. 3 proposal, which, if carried, would 
empower the Trustees to make 'available at once the site for the  District High School. 
1st October 1903 MASTERTON TRUST LANDS TRUST. POLL FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2nd, 
1903. TO THE VOTERS. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—The Masterton School 
Committee strongly urge all parents and other voters who nave at heart the welfare of 
education in this district, to record their votes TO MORROW (Friday) in favour of No. 3 
Proposal, which, if carried, will empower the Trustees to make available at once the site for 
the District High School. The Committee wish to point out that, in the interests of the School, 
it is highly desirable that the proposal should be carried, as additional accommodation is most 
urgently needed for the scholars attending the District High School. The Committee 
particularly urge upon parents the importance of voting for No. 3 proposal without fail, to 
secure the best interests of their children. Your obedient servant, R BROWN, Chairman. 
1st October 1903 Debate in Parliament included Mr. Hogg also put in an appeal for schools in 
newly-settled districts. The Premier said he was amused at the member for Masterton. He 
taunted him with being a member of the bankrupt Wellington Education Board, one of whose 
items was £221 for latrines for the Masterton School. That sort of thing went on, yet there 
was complaint about no schools in newly-settled district 
2nd October 1903 The elder girls attending the Masterton District High School participated in 
a pleasant afternoon yesterday, the occasion being the conclusion of the hockey season. An 
interesting game was played on the recreation ground, and afterwards a number of friends 
and visitors were entertained at afternoon tea. 
9th October 1903 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee lapsed last 
evening for want of a quorum. Messrs R. Brown, J. L. Murray, J. Heyhoe and Rev. D. J. 
Murray attended. A special meeting is to be held on Monday evening, 19th inst., at 8 o'clock. 
Mumps " appears to be fairly prevalent in Masterton, and the epidemic is affecting the 
attendance at the Masterton District High School. Lα grippe is also much in evidence at the 
present time. 
The cookery classes which are conducted by Miss Millington, in connection with State 
Schools in this district during the winter months, have now concluded their course. At the 
examination held at Masterton at the end of the term, twenty-six girls obtained certificates of 
competency in cookery. In the past the Drill Shed has been used for the classes, but it has 
proved undesirable for various reasons, and Mr Jackson, Headmaster, hopes that before the 
classes resume next year the new rooms for the Cookery and Science Classes will be 
available. 



Notice has been received from the Secretary of the Education Board that Miss Silvester, a 
pupil teacher on the staff of the Masterton District High School, is to be transferred to Levin, 
on account of her parents' change of residence. Mr Jackson, in his report to the School 
Committee, states that he is sorry to lose Miss Silvester, as the School will lose the benefit of 
all the trouble taken in training her. She has made rapid progress and is now a capable 
instructress of young children. 
In connection with the Secondary Classes at the Masterton District High School, the two 
small classes formerly existing have been amalgamated to form a new senior class, and a new 
junior class, composed of the scholars who recently passed the Sixth Standard, has been 
formed. Eight scholars failed to qualify for the grant last quarter —two on account of 
infectious diseases in their homes, two on account of sickness, and two were admitted late in 
the quarter on payment of the quarter's fee. The new special desks, which are being imported 
for the Senior Class, will arrive next month 
10th October 1903 Mr W. H. Jackson has suggested to the Masterton School Committee that, 
if it is thought desirable any holiday should be given in connection with the Art and Industrial 
Exhibition, arrangements should be made with the Education Board. 
14th October 1903 Hon. Mr McGowan paid a visit to the Masterton District High School 
yesterday afternoon. During his visit he presented, on behalf of former pupils who have either 
left the school, or transferred to a higher class, Miss Wilson, teacher, with a silver-mounted 
brush. The gift was gracefully acknowledged. 
Mr R. Brown, chairman of the Masterton School Committee, has received a telegram from 
the Education Board, authorising the closing of the School on Thursday, on account of the 
Exhibition. A further telegram states that a holiday will also be granted to other schools in the 
district wherever  applied for. 
14th October 1903 In a long report on the Masterton Exhibition was this part of the Masterton 
School efforts The pupils of the infant class at the Masterton District High School (in charge 
of Miss Wolfe) have a very creditable display of kindergarten work and is strong evidence of 
how the young children are trained. The display is a complete dinner service daintily laid out 
on a table, and has serviettes, cutlery in clay work, and every necessary article. There is also 
an interesting display of the work by the pupils of the Victoria street school, in charge of 
Miss Bunting. 
20th October 1903 Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School Committee, stated, at last 
night's meeting, that another poll could not be taken in connection with the proposed 
exchange of sections for various public purposes. The subject will probably be brought up at 
a future meeting of the Committee. 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, the Truant Officer (Mr W. M. 
Easthope), reported that he had visited the Fernridge and Te Ore Ore Schools twice and the 
Opaki School once in connection with absentees. As his visits had caused a marked 
improvement in the attendance, he proposed visiting other schools shortly. 
A conference was hold on September 16th between the Chairman of the Te Ore Ore School 
Committee and a subcommittee appointed by the Masterton School Committee, for the 
purpose of fixing the boundary between the Masterton and Te Ore Ore School districts. It was 
resolved to fix the boundary at the Ruamahunga River. A letter was received, at last night's 
meeting of the Masterton School Committee, from the Education Board stating that the Board 



had constituted Te Ore Ore a separate School district, the boundaries to be as fixed by the 
conference on the 16th. 
The adjourned meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical School 
last evening. Mr R. Brown was in the chair, there being also present Messrs J. L Murray. C. J. 
Kent Johnston, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, R. Rigg, J. Heyhoe, and the Rev. D. J. Murray. An 
apology for absence was received from Mr J. C. Ewington.  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of £18 16s 10d. It was decided to instruct 
Mr C. E. Daniell, the contractor, to go on with the drainage work at the main school. It was 
resolved, on the motion of the Rev. D. J. Murray, seconded by Mr H. O'Leary, that Mr W. H. 
Jackson, staff, and pupils be complimented on the results the pupils obtained at the late 
Industrial Exhibition. The visiting members for the month are Messrs R. Brown, J. C. 
Ewington, and Rev. D. J. Murray 
3rd November 1903 The girls of the senior secondary class of the Masterton District High 
School were, yesterday afternoon, entertained at a garden party, by Mr W. H. Jackson, 
headmaster. A pleasant afternoon was spent in playing tennis, croquet, ping pong, and other 
games. It is probable the asphalt tennis court at the school will be ready for use in a week or 
(two 
Miss Silvester, a pupil teacher of the Masterton District High School, who has been 
transferred to Levin, was the recipient of several tokens of the esteem in which she is held at 
the Masterton school, prior to her departure for her new location. The pupil teachers 
presented Miss Silvester with a gold pin with greenstone" pendent; Miss Wolff presented her 
with a silver thimble; and Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, gave her a nicely bound set of O. 
W. Holmes' works. In making the presentations Mr Jackson congratulated Miss Silvester on 
the progress she had achieved both as a teacher and a scholar. The gifts were suitably 
acknowledged. 
5th November 1903 Applications for the position of pupil teacher in the Masterton school will 
be received at the Education Board Office up to Monday, the 16th inst. Forms of application 
may be obtained from Mr W. H. Jackson, the headmaster of the Masterton school. 
13th November 1903 As the Christmas holidays afford the only opportunity of carrying out 
asphalt  at the Masterton School play grounds, the Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) suggested 
to the Committee last evening, to make early provision for reflushing and renovating portions 
of the play grounds. The Visiting Committee referred to the necessity that exists for carrying 
out asphalting. The Visiting Committee for the ensuing month were asked to report upon the 
cost of the work. 
The attendance at the Masterton  District High School, during the past few weeks, has been 
affected by a fairly large number of cases of mumps, and by a few cases of measles. The 
number, however is steadily decreasing, The attendance at the side school, which has been 
affected from the same causes, has now nearly recovered. The Headmaster report of 
attendance is as follows:— Main school —Roll number 606, average attendance 498, 
percentage of attendance 82; side school—l 27, 107, and 84; secondary classes- -101, 91 and 
91. 
The question of the legality of the Masterton School Committee to make parents of the pupils 
who attend the Secondary classes irregularly responsible for the Government capitation lost 
thereby has been under the consideration of the Committee for some time past. It is generally 



agreed by the Committeemen that the capitation lost or a portion of it any rate, should be 
contributed by the parents, and in that way maintain the attendance of pupils. According to a 
legal opinion obtained the Committee has power to impose fees. At the Committee meeting, 
held last night, it was decided on the motion of the Chairman to defer consideration of the 
question till the next meeting. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical School 
building, last evening. Mr R. Brown presided, and there were also present: Messrs J. 
Carpenter, H. O'Leary, R. Rigg, J. C. Ewington, J. Heyhoe and Rev. Murray. The treasurer 
reported a credit balance of £30 2s 8d. Accounts amounting to £10 7s 3d were passed for 
payment. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, reported to the School Committee meeting, last evening, that 
the senior secondary assistant was absent on leave to attend examinations from the 19th ult, 
to the 23rd ult. Leave has been granted to the same teacher from the 8th inst. to the 18th, and 
to the first assistant, from the 6th inst to the 12th inst. The Committee thought the absence of 
the teachers referred to imposed too much labour on Mr Jackson's shoulders. 
30th December 1903 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening for the purpose of considering the Secondary Schools Act, 1903, which provides for 
the establishment of a high school. Mr W H. Jackson, headmaster of the District High School, 
supplied information indicating that a high school, erected on  up-to-date lines, ,would-be of 
advantage to the district, and would be self-supporting. The committee decided to further 
consider the suggested establishment of a high school-. Committees in connection  with the 
movement have been set up by the Chamber of Commerce, Borough Council and Trust 
Lands Trustees. so it will be seen a lively interest is being taken in the proposal.  
Draft regulations,- prepared by the Inspector, to get over the difficulty of fees payable for 
attending secondary classes at district high schools have been approved by the Masterton . 
Committee. Clause four of the regulations provides for the payment by each pupil of 30s a 
quarter, hub this is remitted if the pupil puts in an attendance of 80 per cent, of the number of 
times the school has been opened………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1903	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
26th January  School opened today. Weather very bad 
I have received from the secretary of the School Committee a copy of a resolution re 
academic costume” 
The repairs to the asphalt which I requested the committee to have done in the holidays were 
commenced today 



28th His excellence the governor visited the school today. He expressed himself greatly 
pleased with the arrangement of the school & with the order & discipline of the classes. He 
commended a whole holiday in honour of his visit 
2nd February The NZ band contest takes place this week & extends over the whole week. I 
have arranged to close two half days, Tuesday & Thursday , the first for the “Garden Party” 
& the second for the “Marching Contest” 
6th The Governor’s holiday was observed today 
13th Have made application to the T L T for grant to scholarship winners 
15th Attendance is now good & settled after the week’s disturbance by the Band’s Contest 
Carnival 
19th Holiday for A & P Show 
24th Have today been notified by Miss Keeling that she is about to resign her position as 
Mistress of the Side School on account of her approaching marriage 
27th Average for week 562 roll 623. On Tuesday the 24th only 42 children were absent out of 
622 
Board at its meeting yesterday voted a bonus each of £25 for Mr Burns and Myself 
2nd March Have received a request from the Committee to supply a report on het ventilation 
of the two rooms used by the secondary classes and from the acting chairman (Mr R K 
Jackson) a request to supply a syllabus of work in the secondary classes 
6th Mr J H Kirby wrote to me some days ago  asking permission to spend a day at the school. 
He spent the whole of the day at the school. (Mr Kirby was Head Teacher of the Cross Creek 
School in 1903) 
13th March In my monthly report to the School Committee yesterday I again referred to het 
delay in connection with the closets at the side school. I also referred to the need of shed 
accommodation for bicycles of children now ride to school. I also reported to the committee 
that a Greytown scholarship winner is taking up his scholarship at this school. 
Two secondary scholars - Irene Murray and Jack Coradine passed the J C Service 
examination, Public Service Entry 
18th Have received a letter from Mr Fleming today in which he suggested that Miss Keeling’s 
resignation affords a good opportunity of reorganising the staff to better advantage 
26th The secretary of the Board in a letter received  today asks if Miss York will be suitable 
for the side school. The inspector recommends her. Have replied that I am quite prepared to 
take Miss York on the inspector’s recommendation 
27th Attendance still keeps good. Have arranged to relieve Miss Keeling today- two days 
before the expiration of her notice- in order for her to make her preparations for commencing 
housekeeping 
30th Have transferred Miss Robinson to the side school 
31st Together with Mr Hogg M H R the chairman and several members of the School 
Committee I attended at the side school to take part in the presentation to Miss Keeling 
2nd April Mr Dorset notified me today that he has asked Mr Fleming to arrange about salaries 
and positions of the female teachers affected by Miss Keeling’s Retirement 
8th The Secretary has instructed me to combine the numbers of attendances and scholars in 
returns in future (Main School and Side School) 



9th April Without references to me, five members of the School Committee signed  a paper 
taken round to them by  a young man representing a cricketing team granting them the use of 
the school cricket pitch for a match on Good Friday. This paper was presented to me as a 
permit to use the ground 
I declined to allow cricket to be played on the day named and offered to allow the match on 
Easter Monday. I attended the meeting of the School Committee & explained why I had taken 
such a course 
16th School reopened today (Wednesday) 
17th The attendance for the there days school has been open this week has been very 
satisfactory & satisfactory & quiet  an exception  to our usual experience of the broken Easter 
Week 
24th Miss York took up her duties today 
Miss Bunting is very dissatisfied with the position assigned to her in the rearrangement of 
staff & salaries. Her salary and position were not affected by the changes made 
30th I have had to deal with several cases of juvenile smoking lately. I find that boys- even 
very little boys- can easily purchase both cigarettes and tobacco. A boy in the infant room 
was served with a packet of cigarettes at the little shop close to the school. On discovering 
this I at once called at the shop and complained strongly about the matter. I interviews the 
boy’s mother and find that she was wanting food for her children 
1st May The Secretary of the Board today informs me that he is instructed by the Board to 
state that the grounds are under the sole control of the headmaster. This reply is the outcome 
of the committee’s  inquiring regarding the control of the ground 
Mr E J Morris M A the senior secondary assistant has notified the Board of his intention to 
resign his position at the end of the month 
4th I have transferred 10 Standard II scholars to the side school in order to make a class of 
Standard II and Standard I children for Miss Bunting and also to relieve the Standard II room 
at this school. This will give the three teachers at the side school classes of about 35 each in 
average attendance 
5th Have received from Mr Dorset the testimonials of Herbert Lewis who is applying to the 
Board for employment as a Pupil Teacher. Have notified the secretary that I should be glad to 
take him 
The following have been elected to the committee R Brown, J Carpenter, J C Ewington, H 
O’Leary, Rev. Murray, J Heyhoe, R Rigg, J L Murray- Reverend Johnston 
9th Have received circular regarding the observance of Empire Day on the 25th 
11th Cookery gas stove arranged for by me with the Borough engineer. It is probable both 
stove and gas will not cost the Board anything. Have pointed out that the advertisement is 
worth more than gas and stove together.  
Visited side school this afternoon and also cookery class in Drill Shed 
15th  In my monthly report to the committee presented last evening I drew attention to the 
temptations placed in the way of juvenile smokers by unscrupulous tradesmen. I find a little 
boy toady obtained a “Vermonth” of tobacco for cigarettes at one of the leading tobacconist 
shops. Have recommended the committee to have the three school pianos covered by 
insurance. 



Have notified the committee that I do not wish to stand in the way of Mr Morris’s leaving a 
few days termination of his notice, as he desires to take up his new duties on the 28th inst. 
18th Messrs Murray and Heyhoe visiting members called at school today. The committee 
have declined to allow Mr Morris to leave before the end of the month 
22nd Visited side school arranged staff giving her P2 class with supervision of P1 under Miss 
Robinson. Discipline of both these teachers a little weak. 
26th Reverend D J Murray member of School Committee and Mr A W Hogg took part in 
“saluting of the flag” ceremony at school 
Mr E.T Morris senior secondary assistant left staff today 
1st June The Board selected Mr A B Charters for the position vacated by Mr Morris. The 
committee had selected Mr Thwaites, second assistant for the position. 
4th Inspector Bakewell visited the school 
5th The School Committee has confirmed the appointment of Mr Charters 
9th Mr Carters commenced duty on the staff today 
11th Have received a notification from Mr Dolby, sanitary instructor that Olive Joyce is 
suffering from Diptheria. I have warned teachers to be on the look out for sore throats 
12th In my report to the Sc presented last night I drew attention to the need of gravelling the 
playground at the side school 
25th Examined the classes at the side school this week. Standard 1 and II (Miss Bunting) 
working very satisfactorily. Primer II (Miss York) very uneven in quality. Discipline not 
quite to my satisfaction 
2nd July Completed examination of the Main School 
3rd School broke up today for winter holidays. Have recommended the covering of the water 
pipes at the side school. The frost has caused several bursts 
 23rd At Side School. Sent return of space in rooms at Main School and Side School to 
Secretary 
3rd August Miss Wolff and Mr Burns absent owing to outbreak of scarlet fever in Mr Burns 
house 
5th The new closets for school commenced 
8th Miss York took up duties as relieving teacher. 
14th Meeting of School Committee reported absence of Mr Burns and Miss Wolff 
W C ‘s at Side School completed. (W C stands for water closets meaning a sewage system 
installed 
Reported to Committee my intention to start classes in type writing 
17th Miss Burns and Miss Wolff returned to their duties 
11th -21st Short messages of school being inspected by Inspector Fleming and Bakewell and 
classes rearranged 
8th October Reported to Committee in falling off in the attendance owing to mumps. 
Recommended construction of ventilators in side school 
12th At the examination in cookery held at the end of the term of the cookery class The girls 
obtained certificates of competency in cookery. Have notified committee of the unsuitability 
of drill Hall for cookery classes 
16th A holiday was observed yesterday in connection with the Wairarapa Art and Industrial 
Exhibition 



19th Mr Charters absent on leave to attend university examination. Have given Mr Thwaites 
charge of the school in the morning and am taking the work myself in the afternoon till Mr 
Charters returns 
23rd Cases of mumps and measles becoming more numerous 
In connection with the recent Art and Industrial Exhibition the School Committee has passed 
a vote of congratulation to scholars and staff on the work exhibited 
6th November School closed yesterday on account of Carterton Show 
11th November Miss Chamberlain absent yesterday and today owing to stress of weather. 
Attendance below half both morning and afternoon yesterday 
13th Attendance for week very low indeed. Average for week 421- Roll 607 
16th Monday- Very poor attendance. Increasing number of mumps and measles cases 
20th Another very poor week. Average 437 
27th Have had to prohibit a large number of children from attending owing to measles in the 
house 
1st December A slight improvement in attendance , 459 present. Very few children are absent 
for other causes than sickness. As there is no prospect of  anything like  a normal attendance I 
have decided to postpone quarterly examination 
10th Have reported to committee regarding the ventilation at side school & in the case of the 
two secondary rooms  
Absentee report for month contains the names of only eight scholars absent for other causes 
than sickness 
14th Have examined all low classes in oral work during past week. I find a good  deal of 
training is needed in several classes in getting children to explain themselves well 
18th School closed today for Xmas Vacation. The attendance for the quarter has been 
abominably low owing to the mumps and measles epidemic  
I have urged the Committee to press for the completion of the new closets during the holiday. 
I understand the contractor has undertaken to have them ready for use in the reopening of 
school after the holiday 
Then comes in the log a copy in purple ink . copy beautifully type written  headed Good 
Attendance Certificates 
At the “ breaking up” of the Masterton District High School yesterday afternoon the 
following pupils were awarded GOOD ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES 
Senior Secondary Class. 
1st class certificate Ina McKenzie, Aidney Jackson (Actually Sydney) 
2nd Class     “             Vera Edwards, Rita Hooper, Gordon Jackson, Hetty Smith 
Junior secondary class 
1st Class Certificates- Dorothy Jackson, John eves, Jarl (Carl) Syverston, Charles Yates, Eric 
Fuller 
2nd Class Certificates- Julia O’Neill, Mizpah Hayes 
Sixth Standard  
1st Class Certificates Amy Shaw, Mary McKenzie 
Fifth Standard 
1st Class certificate - Wilhelmina Marsh, Ross Burridge 
Fourth Standard 



1st Class certificate- Terence Mckee 
2nd    “         “                Annie Fraser    
Third Standard  
1st Class Certificate- Myrtle Reed, Ferdinand Hartmann 
2nd Class certificate- James Ah Lop, Richard Chappell, Joseph Ewington, William Wagg  
Second Standard 
1st Class Certificate- Richard Webber 
2nd Class Certificate- Sybil Cameron, Arnold Hadley, George Wagg 
First Standard 
1st Class Certificate – Myrtle Hadley 
2nd Class Certificate- Bertie Harrod 
Infant Class 
2nd Class Certificate- Allan Reed, Willie Leach 
Side School 
1st Class Certificate- Peter Hartmann, Albert Lewin, Daniell O’Neill, John Towers 
2nd Class Certificate- Dora Pinhey 
To obtain a 1st class certificate a pupil is required to attend every time the school was opened 
during the year, and to obtain a second class certificate a pupil may not be absent more than 
five half-days during the year 
 

1904 
1904 655 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £341 $56,466 
1904 655 Masterton Burns Andrew N Assistant Master £235 $38,914 
1904 655 Masterton Wolff Rosabell  Mistress £165 $27,322 
1904 655 Masterton Thwaites John E  Assistant Master £130 $21,527 
1904 655 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £120 $19,871 
1904 655 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £110 $18,215 
1904 655 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £100 $16,559 
1904 655 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Assistant Female £80 $13,247 
1904 655 Masterton York Mary  Assistant Female £80 $13,247 
1904 655 Masterton Chamberlain May M S  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $9,107 
1904 655 Masterton Larsen Richard C Male Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $9,107 
1904 655 Masterton Hogg Ellen C  Female Pupil Teacher 5 £50 $8,280 
1904 655 Masterton Iorns Olive E  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,624 
1904 655 Masterton McGregor Katherine Female Pupil Teacher 2 £40 $6,624 
1904 655 Masterton Smith Louise  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £40 $6,624 
1904 655 Masterton Murray Irene  Female Pupil Teacher 2 £30 $4,968 
1904 655 Masterton Charters A B  Secondary   
1904 655 Masterton Wilson Marion K  Secondary   

15th January 1904 At the meeting ot the Masterton School Committee, last evening, the  
Chairman (Mr R. Brown) complimented the members on the fact there were no absentees to 



report this month. For a moment a look of scepticism appeared on some of their faces till it 
suddenly dawned upon them that it was the  summer vacation. 
The regular meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical School 
last evening. Present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), Rev. D. .T. Murray, Kent-Johnston, J. 
Heyhoe, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, and Mr C. E. Daniell appeared for Mr E. Feist. Mr Heyhoe 
apologised for the absence of Mr Rigg. Correspondence was received from the Education 
Board, informing the Committee that an insurance policy had been taken out on any 
employees  of the Committee. The secretary was instructed to write to the Minister informing 
him that they had already taken out a policy, and that a refund of the money be applied for. It 
was reported that the tarring at the school ground was proceeding very slowly. The opinion 
was that the work should have been let by contract in the first place. Other work was reported 
to be progressing satisfactorily. The visiting members for the month are Messrs R. Brown, J. 
C. Ewington and J. Carpenter. Accounts amounting to £18 2s were passed for payment. 
16th January 1904 The Mayor (Mr J. M. Coradine) has fixed next Wednesday, at 7.30 p.m., as 
the time for the meeting of committees from the Borough Council, Chamber  of Commerce, 
School Committee and Trust Lands Trust for discussing the question of converting the 
Masterton District High School into a High School. 
18th January 1904 The International Correspondence Schools have been recognised as a great 
industrial educational factor, and the increase in the number of scholars during the past 
twelve months, has been phenomenal in the colonies, at present totalling over half-a million. 
The studies embrace in the syllabus, over 1)50 different courses, including those on 
architecture, book-keeping, mechanical drawing, lettering and sign painting, chemistry, 
packing-house industries, municipal, electrical, marine, mechanical, steam, hydraulic, and 
mining engineering, surveying and mapping, farm machinery, shop practice, refrigerating, 
gas engines, plumbing, heating and gas fitting, ventilation, locomotive engineering, etc. Mr S. 
E. Wright, of Masterton, has been appointed agent for the Masterton district for the schools, 
and pamphlets on any course students may desire, will be posted on application. 
21st January 1904 SECONDARY EDUCATION FOR MASTERTON. 
Conference of Committees From Local Bodies. 
A conference of Committees from the Borough Council, Trust Lands Trust, School 
Committee and Chamber of Commerce was held at the Council Chambers last evening, to 
consider the advisability and ways and means of converting the Masterton District High 
School into a High School. The Borough Council was represented by the Mayor (Chairman); 
the Trust Lands Trust by Mr C. E. Daniell; the School Committee by Messrs Kent-Johnston, 
H. O'Leary R. Brown, J. Heyhoe and Rev. D. J. Murray; and the Chamber of Commerce by 
Mr J. B. Keith. Messrs W. H. Jackson and R. K. Jackson were also present. 
Mr H. K. Jackson, one of the prime movers in the question at issue, stated the object of the 
meeting. It was the general opinion that the time had arrived for Masterton to have a High 
School. Under the existing Act, the present District High School would have to be 
disestablished in order to bring this about. The consent of sixty parents in the district would 
also have to be obtained; he thought there would be no difficulty about this part of the 
proposal. With their present endowments, they would be able to command the full 
Government grant per head on scholars; and with the Trust Lands Trust grant, and £ for £ 
Government subsidy, they would have enough to establish the school. He estimated the 



annual expenses at J. 600, which, he thought, they could easily command. As to a site, he 
thought it more important to have a school for teaching purposes than to make a fine building 
the first consideration. The old Salvation Army Barracks, he considered, would be sufficient 
to start with, if a little alteration were made. Ho explained that the Government had on the 
Estimates for secondary education; and, so far, Masterton and Palmerston wore the only 
towns moving in this direction. Ho thought if they started at once, and agitated, they might 
get a good share of this. 
Rev. Murray considered that the Education Board would first have to move in that matter. 
Mr Jackson agreed with this but submitted that they were the people to set the Board in 
motion. The Masterton District High School was  inadequate for its requirements at present; 
and, beyond this, if a High School were established he believed Masterton would become the 
centre of a large educational district, and as a consequence  population would be drawn here. 
In the first place, to have some grounds to work on, he would like to know what the Trust 
Lands Trust was prepared to do. 
Rev. Murray said the first thing to consider was whether they were intelligently prepared to 
take  any important step. Personally, he wanted more light on the subject. 
Mr Brown said that what they wanted to know was what would be their probable income if 
they made the change; and whether it was advisable to make such a change. He also would 
like to know what the Trust were prepared to do—or give. 
Mr Jackson said it was not a question of endowments, but what they could get under the 
present Act. The smaller the endowments that they got the larger would be the Government 
grant, and vice versa. 
Mr Daniell thought the meeting ought to express an opinion as to whether the present 
provisions for secondary education were sufficient. 
Mr Murray thought the equipment of the school to be all that is necessary — what was 
wanted was a new building. 
Mr W. H. Jackson said he thought there was considerable haziness over the subject. He 
pointed out that no great benefit could be derived from Mr Jackson's proposal. They at 
present had all the benefits spoken off, while with the suggested £600 a year they could not 
hope to establish an institution that could in any way compete with the Wellington College. 
Mr Keith said the opinion was rife that the time had arrived when something better than a 
District High School should be provided for Masterton. 
After a long discussion, which ran very much on the lines indicated above, Mr R. K. Jackson 
moved to the effect that this meeting was of opinion that better provision should be made for 
secondary education in Masterton. Mr B. Brown seconded the motion, which was carried.  
The question of ways and means of establishing the proposal was next considered by the 
meeting. 
Mr Daniell said the strides that had been made by the District High School since its inception 
had made his ideas grow. As parents they were responsible for placing a high goal for their 
children to aim at. Ten years hence he considered the Trust Lands Trust would have an 
income of .£2OOO a year, £IOOO of which could be used for educational purposes. He 
thought the Trust should be increased to ten persons, and that an effort should be made to 
bring under their control certain Government lands in the district set aside for educational 
purposes, as they could be utilised to better advantage under local management. 



Mr Kent-Johnston thought the Government would not agree to any such course as that. The 
revenue from these lands went to the Education Board, who had the whole provincial district 
to con. sider—not merely Masterton. 
The Chairman stated that in speaking to the Hon. Hall-Jones, on Tuesday evening, this 
question had been broached, and the Minister had informed him that there would be very 
little chance of getting land grants in the way suggested. There had been exceptions—such as 
Timaru —but provisions had altered since those grants were made. There would, however, be 
no harm in trying. 
Mr R. K. Jackson moved that a committee, consisting of Messrs J. M. Coradine (Borough 
Council), C. E. Daniell (Trust Lands Trust), B. Brown (School Committee), Cockburn-Hood 
(County Council), J. B. Keith (Chamber of Commerce) and B. K. Jackson (citizen), be set up 
to deal with Mr Daniell's suggestion, and formulate resolutions to submit to another meeting 
of the General Committee. 
The meeting of the sub-committee was fixed for Monday next, and the next meeting of the 
General Committee for February 3rd. 
12th February 1904 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening. Mr E. Brown occupied the chair, and the other members 
present were Messrs D. J. Murray, R. Rigg, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter.  
The Treasurer reported: Balance from last meeting, £16 3s 3d; capitation received. £20. 
Accounts amounting to £11 13s 9d were passed for payment, having credit balance of £24 9s 
6d.  
Unimportant correspondence was received and dealt with.  
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month : —Main School 
—number on roll, 586; average attendance, 503 ; percentage, 86. Side School —number on 
roll, 137 ; average attendance, 109; percentage, 80. Secondary classes number on roll, 79; 
average attendance, 67 ; percentage, 85. There had been very few cases of illness since the 
school re opened on January 25th. That one of the two candidates who had qualified for 
scholarships from the local school had been passed over by the Board in awarding the 
scholarships and gave as the probable reason that free secondary education was obtainable at 
the local school, and it was therefore considered unnecessary to grant a scholarship to the boy 
referred to. Mr Jackson asked that the Committee arrange with the Board for the usual 
holiday on Show Day (Wednesday next). The desirability of obtaining the winter's supply of 
wood as early as possible was also pointed out.  
On the motion of Mr Rigg, seconded by Mr Heyhoe, the Secretary was instructed to  enquire 
from the Education Board the reason the scholarship of one candidate had not been awarded. 
It was resolved to arrange for the holiday referred to. It was decided to advertise for ten cords 
of 2ft wood—maire if possible.  
The Secretary was instructed to take the usual proceedings in a number of absentee cases. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs C. J. Kent-Johnston, John Heyhoe and J. L. 
Murray. 
11th March 1904 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School Buildings, last evening. Mr B. Rigg presided, and the other members 
present were Messrs J. L. Murry, J. Carpenter, J. Heyhoe and H. O'Leary. An apology for 
absence was received from Mr R. Brown.  



The following letter was received from the Secretary of the Education Board, in reply to a 
letter from the Secretary of the Committee asking why the National Scholarship had not been 
awarded to Jarl Syverston :—ln reply to your letter of the 12th inst., asking why the National 
Scholarship was not awarded to Jarl Syverston, I beg to advise you that the conditions laid 
down by Parliament for the three scholarships were, that one scholarship should be for pupils 
attending schools with an average of not more than forty, and one to schools with an average 
of more than forty, but not more than 200 in average attendance. Thomas Rutherford, who 
was awarded one of the scholarships, had six marks more than Syverston.  
Tenders were received for the supply of ten cords of firewood (maire) for the school, and the 
tender of Messrs Evans at 26s per cord was accepted;  wood to be delivered not later than the 
end of  present month. A long absentee list was read, and the Truant Officer instructed to take 
necessary action. 
The Headmaster reported as follows : —Main school: Roll, 586 ; average attendance, 510; 
percentage of attendance, 88. Side school: Roll, 143; average attendance, 125; percentage of 
attendance, 87. Secondary classes: Roll, 76: average attendance, 70; percentage of 
attendance, 9_. Miss Robinson terminated her engagement as pupil teacher at the side school, 
on February 29th, and her successor, Miss Murray, commenced her duties on the 1st March. 
The attendance at the side school shows improvement. The asphalt at the entrance of the 
porch needs attention, as it is in holes, and very rough for little children.  
Secondary classes. —Good work is being done by both classes on well defined lines. The 
average attendance (70 out of 76 on the roll) is very satisfactory, considering that for two 
days of the period named, the pupils from long distances were prevented from attending 
through bad weather. In connection with these classes, 1 have started typewriting tuition. 
Although the classes are held from 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m., the pupils are very enthusiastic, 
and are making capital progress. School Library.—With the assistance of some of the 
members of my staff, I managed an entertainment given by the Cooper and MacDermott 
Biograph Company, by special arrangement, for the benefit of our school library. After 
paying the proprietors and all expenses, the Library Fund benefits to the extent of £10 16s 3d. 
The Headmaster's report was read and adopted. It was resolved to recommend the Board to 
grant a holiday on St. Patrick's Day, asked for by Mr Jackson. 
On the motion of Mr J. L. Murray, it was resolved to do the asphalting asked for by Mr W. H. 
Jackson at the Infant school, and that the completion of the work be left to the visiting 
members to arrange. A vote of thanks was passed to Mr W. H. Jackson for his efforts in 
raising funds for the school library. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs D. J. Murray, R. Rigg and H. O'Leary. 
14th March 1904 The following are the Masterton School prize-winners in the Public School 
Cadets rifle shooting, held at Greytown, on Saturday, (seven shots at 100 yds and seven at 
200 yds, 7 inch bullseye) :—R. Messenger, 52 -10s; F De Lisle, 51—7s 6d; B. Keith, 48—7s 
6 d > N. Groves, 48—5s; H. Hillas, 44~5s ; E. Simonson, 44—5s ;J. Falconer, 43 — 4s ; A. 
Long, 42 —4s ; R. McGregor, 41 —2s 6d; R. Hooper, 40—2s 6d. Masterton School won £2 
13s out of a total of £5, given by the Wairarapa Rifle Association for competition among 
public school cadets. 
26th March 1904 Mr W. M. Easthope, Secretary of the Masterton School Committee, has 
received a communication from Mr G. Hogben, Inspector-General of Schools, stating that he 



is prepared to visit Masterton to consult the committee from local bodies interested in 
establishing a High School. Mr Easthope has replied that they will require one week's notice 
to get the Committee together, as some of them live at long distances from Masterton. 
The Featherston School children, who were on an excursion visit to Masterton, yesterday, left 
by the 5.15 train, after having spent a very enjoyable day. They were met at the Masterton 
Railway Station by members of the local School Committee, who did everything in their 
power to make the visitors' stay as pleasant as possible. The Fish-ponds were first visited, and 
the juveniles were interested and delighted at seeing the fishes fed. The Park was then thrown 
open to them, where they had lunch, the Masterton School Committee supplying hot water, 
tea, sugar and milk. After lunch, the afternoon was devoted to sports and visiting other places 
of interest, including the Museum. Rev. D. J. Murray devoted the whole day to the visitors, 
assisting materially in making their stay a pleasant one. At the station, Mr Everton (head-
master) returned thanks to the Masterton School -Committee for their kindness, and three 
hearty cheers were given by the children. 
28th March 1904 Wellington Education Board Annual Report included: At the end of  year  
Masterton District High School, where instruction was given, in Latin, Euclid, Algebra, 
physics, geography, history, and chemistry, had 96 pupils — an increase of 47 over the 
previous year. 
30th March 1904 Wellington Education Board included of the Victoria College Act 1903,” 
was referred to the inspectors of the Wellington Education Board for comment. The 
inspectors are to be asked to report concerning Masterton District High School _ donations 
and subsidies. 
31st March 1904 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present: Messrs R. Brown (Chairman), D. J. Murray, J. Carpenter, J. Heyhoe and J. 
L. Murray. The Secretary reported a credit balance of 10s 6d, and accounts amounting to £28 
4s 10d were presented for payment. It was decided to arrange for an overdraft at the Bank to 
meet the accounts. 
15th April 1904 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
in the Technical School, last evening. Present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman). H. O'Leary, 
Rev. D. J. Murray, J. Kent Johnston, H. Rigg, J. Carpenter. The Treasurer reported : Credit 
balance last meeting, £24 9s 6d; expenditure, .£41 8s 7d ; debit balance £16 19s Id. 
The matter of asphalting at the Infant School and other matters at the main School was left in 
the hands of Messrs Rigg and O'Leary 
The Secretary was directed to write to the Education Board urging the necessity of 
immediately erecting rooms for cookery classes at the Masterton School.  
The Secretary was instructed to adopt the usual course in the matter of absentees. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs J. Carpenter, J. Heyhoe and the Chairman. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month: — Main School: 
Number on roll, 570 ; average attendance. 507 ; percentage. 85. Side School: Number on roll, 
140; average attendance, 126 ; percentage, 88. Secondary Classes: Number on roll, 72 ; 
average attendance, 65 ; percentage, 90. With the exception of the three days in Easter week, 
the attendance for the month has been very good. I am strongly of opinion that our Board 
would do well to grant a holiday of a week and a day at Easter, as most other Boards do, 
curtailing, if necessary at 'Xmas or midwinter. 



During the month there has been a large amount of sickness among the members of the staff. 
Side School. —This department shows a very satisfactory attendance for the month. On 
making my periodical examination, I find good work is being done, particularly in the two 
small classes Standard I. and Standard 11. 
Secondary Classes.—Owing to the introduction of the Board's regulations for District High 
Schools, very few pupils failed to earn the capitation grant last quarter. In the senior class, 
there was only one defaulter, and in the junior class three. I have notified the parents of these 
boys that, in accordance with the Board's regulations, the fee (30s) must be paid.  
Cookery Classes. —The cookery classes in connection with this school will be commenced 
by Miss Millington, on Monday next, and will continue until the end of September. These 
classes will probably be conducted in the Drillshed again. 
16th April 1904 Mr G. Hogben, Inspector-General of Schools, who is on a visit to Masterton 
in connection with educational matters, in company with the Mayor (Mr J. M. Coradine), Mr 
R. Brown (Chairman of the School Committee), and Messrs Daniell and Feist (Trust Lands 
Trust), this morning visited various sites suggested as being suitable for the erection of a 
High School. The first site visited was that under the control of the School Commissioners, 
opposite the Masterton Hospital, and being part of a 200-acre reserve. After a close 
inspection, Mr Hogben agreed that, as far as the site was concerned, it was a good one; the 
soil was good, the elevation (an important consideration from a health standpoint) all that 
could be desired, and, generally speaking, a suitable one for the purpose. It is part of Mr 
Daniell's scheme to try and get a portion of this land vested in local control for High School 
purposes. 
The grounds adjoining the Masterton Public School were next visited. Mr Feist expressed his 
views to Mr Hogben regarding this. He considered that the two acres on which the School 
was situated, the three acres adjoining (originally Trust property) used for a playground, and 
another two acres, say, across the road, (Trust property also) would be ample for High School 
purposes. He considered that scheme workable. 
Mr Hogben asked Mr Feist what plan he had regarding play grounds. 
Mr Feist thought the seven acres (more or less) would be ample. 
Mr Hogben was not inclined to favour this proposal. He pointed out that there would be two 
distinct schools, under different masters, using the same grounds. This was not calculated to 
work satisfactorily. 
The Trust property (comprising forty acres) at Kurupuni was next visited. There was no 
particular proposal regarding this; the object in visiting it was to give Mr Hogben all the 
information possible. 
Mr Hogben was not favourably impressed with the site. Although in some respects it was 
suitable, it was also too far from Masterton. It was certainly close to the railway, but the train 
arrangements were such that little advantage would be gained in that respect. He considered 
the land could be used more advantageously for revenue-producing purposes. 
The public school was then visited, in order that Mr Hogben might get an idea of the 
conditions under which the District High School was now worked. 
After a thorough inspection, Mr Hogben. said the whole High School question resolved itself 
into this:—(l) Was the room available for a District High School at the primary school 
adequate ; or was it all required for primary education ? (2) If so, which would be the most 



suitable site to select for a High School ? To determine the first question, he would have to go 
into figures ; in regard to the latter, for the present he favoured the site at Lansdowne. Mr 
Hogben assured the Committee he would give the matter careful consideration; and give 
them what assistance lay in his power. From the trend of his remarks, however, it was 
inferred that the Government would require the town to give the site. The local Committee 
are endeavouring to secure the necessary land from the Government. 
16th April 1904 Petty stealing, presumably by school children, has been rather frequent in 
Masterton of late. It is said that a common " dodge" is, for one boy to throw another's cap into 
a shop. The owner goes in after it, and if he sees no one about appropriates anything that  e 
can conveniently lay his hands on. The matter is one of which official cognizance may have 
to be taken before long, if the practice is not discontinued, as the effect on the boys 
themselves is most undesirable, being demoralising to a degree. The matter was referred to at 
a recent meeting of the Masterton School Committee, and it is just possible that steps may 
have to be taken to detect and prosecute offenders of the class referred to. 
26th April 1904 The annual meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Drill 
Hall, last evening. There were twenty three persons present. Mr E. Brown (chairman) 
presided. The report and balance-sheet for the past year was submitted as follows : — " Your 
Committee has much pleasure in being able to come before you with a favourable report of 
good progress made and good work done in your schools. The balance-sheet which will be 
laid before you shows a considerable income for the year which has been judiciously 
expended for the benefit of the schools, and the small debit balance disclosed is much more 
than covered by moneys to be received by the incoming Committee, through the Education 
Board. The number of children on the school registers is 719 —504 at the Main School, 143 
at the Side School, and 72 in the Secondary Classes. This is an increase over preceding years, 
and is satisfactory in view of the fact that most schools in the educational district show a 
decrease, but it is noteworthy that while the adult population of the town has increased 
considerably, the attendance at our schools has not increased in an equal proportion. There 
has been during the year past a good deal of illness amongst the children, but notwithstanding 
this a fair percentage of attendance has been maintained. The Secondary Classes continue to 
do good work, the attendance has been very satisfactory, and two of the scholars succeeded in 
passing the Junior Civil Service Examination. 
You are to be congratulated on the possession of a very able staff of teachers under the 
capable management of Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster. There have been fewer changes of 
teachers this year than usual, and the very high standard of efficiency of former years has 
been fully maintained. In the interests of the schools your Committee has endeavoured to 
obtain from the Education Board more control over the choice of teachers. Hitherto the Board 
has selected one from the applicants for a vacancy and has asked the Committee to confirm 
the appointment. The representations of your Committee have so far altered this that now the 
Board, while recommending one applicant, submits others to the Committee's choice, and 
thus your Committee has greater power over the selection of teachers.  
Your Committee has been able to do some very necessary repairs and improvements to the 
playgrounds and yards. Some asphalting and gravelling has been done, which will add to the 
comfort and convenience of the children ; but much more requires to be done when funds 
permit. 



Your Committee has much pleasure in being able to report that both Schools are at last 
connected with the drainage system and the old trouble of years standing in now at at an end. 
The old latrine building is left standing and your Committee is having this altered so as to 
adopt it for bicycle and firewood sheds. 
Your Committee has again to record its thankfulness to the Trust Lands Trustees for subsidies 
received. The Trustees have given £90 to your schools during the year, and without this 
money your Committee would have been quite unable to do much that has been done for the 
good of the schools. Your Committee has not relaxed its efforts to keep up the attendance at 
the schools and has not hesitated to put the law in force when necessary.  
Your Committee is much indebted to the officer in charge of the police force for help given 
in enforcing the School Attendance Act, and also takes this opportunity of recognising the 
able, energetic and tactful methods of the Truant Officer, Mr W. M. Easthope. 
Since the passing of the Secondary Schools Act of last session, your Committee has been 
anxiously considering the possibility and advisability of converting our District High School 
into a High School. Your Committee has spared no pains to obtain information to guide it in 
deciding this question and has associated itself with representative gentlemen throughout the 
district to help in deciding so momentous a matter. The Secretary for Education, Mr G. 
Hogben, at the invitation of your Committee, came to Masterton, and on the 15th inst. met the 
joint committee in conference, and gave valuable information and guidance. The question 
was exhaustively discussed, but as it is one requiring great caution and consideration, no 
further action has yet been taken. 
During the year eighteen meetings of Committee have been held, twelve being ordinary 
meetings and six special meetings. The attendances are as follows : — Mr E. Brown 
(chairman), 17; Mr Heyhoe, 17; Mr O'Leary, 15; Rev. D. J. Murray, 15 ;Mr Carpenter, 14; 
Mr J. L. Murray, 18; Mr Rigg, 13 ; Mr Kent Johnston, 10 ; Mr Ewington, 8. 
The following were nominated for the Committee for the year:—Messrs E. Brown, J. 
Carpenter, W. A. Fendall, John Heyhoe, E. K. Jackson, C. J. Kent-Johnston, H. O'Leary, E. 
Eigg, Rev D. J. Murray, E. Pragnell, W. Morris. The ballot resulted in the first nine being 
elected. Votes of thanks were passed to the retiring committee, the chairman, secretary, and 
the school .staff. 
Oα the motion of the Chairman by Mr W. Morris, the report was unanimously adopted.  
Mr J. A. Renall proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring committee. In seconding the motion, 
Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster of the Masterton District High School, expressed pleasure at 
the manner in which the Committee had assisted him during the year. The .motion was 
carried unanimously. Mr E. Brown (Chairman), in returning thanks, said their services had 
been given ungrudgingly for the good of the town and school, and for the cause of Education. 
At the conclusion of the annual meeting, the first meeting of the newly elected Committee 
was held. Mr R. Brown was re-elected Chairman, and Mr W. M. Easthope Secretary. It was 
decided to adopt the standing orders of the old Committee. 
29th April 1904 A sum of £29 Is 7d was collected and contributed by the Masterton school 
children towards the battleship " New Zealand " Presentation Fund. Mr W. H. Jackson 
(Headmaster) paid into the Bank yesterday a larger sum in pennies alone than would average 
one for every school child in the town. 



29th April 1904 Wellington Education Board: Tenders for a new cookery class-room at 
Masterton were too high, and the Board suggested that the plans might be modified to allow 
of them being carried out with the money available 
Arrangements for gymnasium practice and instruction  for Masterton were left in the hands of 
Mr Fleming. 
13th May 1904 The Albion 111. and Masterton School met on the school ground, yesterday, 
to play a Third-class Championship match. The game resulted in a win for the School by 9 
points to 3 Johns and Falconer scored for the School, and a goal was kicked from a penalty 
kick. Reeves scored for the Albions. 
13th May 1903 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening in the Technical School, Present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), R. K. Jackson, W. A. 
Fendall, C. J. Kent Johnston, H. O'Leary, E. Rigs:, J. Carpenter, J. Heyhoe and Rev. D J. 
Murray. 
The Treasurer's report showed a credit balance of .£24 7s 8d. 
A voucher and cheque for .£17 5s 9d (capitation and grant) was received from the Secretary 
of the Education Department. 
Accounts amounting to £l 10s 5d were passed for payment. 
The Truant Officer was authorised to adopt the usual course in regard to absentees. 
The visiting members are Messrs W A. Rendall, R. K. Jackson and C. J Kent-Johnston. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month : — 
Main School: Roll 583, average attendance 523, percentage of attendance 90. Side School : 
roll 153, average attendance 134, percentage of attendance 88. Secondary Classes: Roll 73, 
average attendance 67, percentage of attendance 92. Only one bad day's attendance has been 
recorded during the whole month. Twenty-six scholars have broken the Attendance Act 
during the month. In sixteen cases out of the twenty-six the Act has been broken for one week 
only. 
Cookery Classes. —These classes are at present working in the Drill Shed. I have 
endeavoured to secure the Kurupuni Hall, as it is nearer the school, and much more 
convenient than the Drill Shed. The Trustees ask a rental of five shillings a week for the use 
of the building, and as this would increase the cost of conducting the classes to the extent of 
£1 10s for the two terms, the teacher has had to choose the cheaper building. The classes 
meet from 10 to 12, and from 1.30 to 3.30 on Mondays. 
Bicycle Sheds. —The conversion of the old closets into bicycle sheds and wood sheds has 
been done in a very satisfactory manner, every precaution having been taken to render the 
building thoroughly sanitary. Unfortunately the accommodation provided is only half what is 
required. 
Battleship New Zealand," Presentation Fund. —The appeal made by the Mayor of Masterton 
in connection with this movement, was very liberally responded to by parents and scholars, 
the large sum of £29 Is 7d being the amount of the school contribution to the fund. 
Painting of School Buildings.—l would strongly urge the Committee to bring under the 
notice of the Education Board the matter of re-painting the whole of the School buildings. 
Both externally and internally re-painting is badly needed." 
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Jackson, seconded by Mr Kent-Johnston, that the Board 
be written, to asking them to attend to the painting suggested by Mr Jackson. 



2nd June 1904 Arrangements have been made with the Chairman of the Masterton School 
Committee for Mr Clement Wragge to give a special matinee for school children to-morrow 
afternoon, commencing at 5 o'clock. 
10th June 1904 The usual mid-winter holidays of the Masterton School will commence on 
Monday, 4th July, and the School will re-open on Monday, 18th July. 
The Masterton School Committee decided, at their meeting last evening, to have the Main 
School connected with the telephone exchange. It was left to the visiting members for to 
make necessary arrangements. 
In his report to the Masterton School Committee, last evening, Mr W. H. Jackson stated that 
the scholars who came to the school by train, almost without exception, bad availed 
themselves of the opportunity of learning type-writing while filling in the time before the 
departure of the train. 
10th June 1904 The Masterton School and Albion III. met on the Schoolground, yesterday, to 
play a match for the Third-class Championship. The game resulted in a win for the School by 
6 points to nil. R. Hooper scored for the winners; Keith failed with the kick. The School had 
slightly the best of the game throughout. Mr F. O'Connor held the whistle. 
10th June 1904 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton  Messrs R. Brown (chairman), 
H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, C. J. Kent-Johnston, R. K. Jackson, D. J. Murray, and W. A. 
Fendall. 
An apology for absence was received from Mr J. Heyhoe, 
The Treasurer reported: Balance in bank, £16 17s; liabilities, £25 Is 6d; assets, Trust grant in 
Education Board's hands, £30 4s 8d ; Government subsidy, £O 4s 8d ; total, £60 9s 4d. 
Correspondence of a routine nature was received and dealt with. 
It was decided to have the gas laid on to the two front rooms at the main school. It was left to 
the Chairman and Secretary to have the work carried out. 
It was resolved to pay Mr Rigg's account of £18 17s for repairs at the School, and the 
Secretary was instructed to apply to the Education Board for a refund of the amount. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported:—Main school: Roll, 563; average attendance, 
514 ; percentage of attendance, 88. Side school 157, 134, 85. Secondary classes 73, 63, 86. 
Attendance. —The attendance for the month has been very satisfactory, in spite of bad 
weather on several days. The accompanying absentee report is made up chiefly of cases in 
which the Act has been broken for one week only in the month. 
Secondary Classes. —The roll number in the secondary department is being well maintained. 
There are at present 83 pupils in the senior class and 40 in the junior. The attendance in the 
former class has been much affected during the month by a number of cases of mumps, and a 
loss in secondary grant will result. I enclose the names of secondary scholars who failed to 
earn the capitation grant last quarter, and whose parents have not paid the penalty fee named 
in the District High School Regulations 
Type-writing Classes.—The two typewriting classes are doing good work. Each class 
consists of 10 pupils taken from the secondary department, and though the lessons are given 
after school hours good attendance is maintained. In order to take advantage of the offer to 
the school of two of the latest typewriters at a very large reduction in price, I had to make 
myself personally responsible for the payment of them. This becomes due shortly, and I 



should be glad if the Committee will make one machine school property. I have found two 
machines inadequate for so many pupils and have borrowed a third. 
Mr Johnston moved that the Secretary prepare a list of those secondary scholars who had not 
earned the capitation, and that the fees be demanded from parents. Mr Fendall seconded.—
Carried. 
It was left to the visiting members to deal with the matter of purchasing one of the 
typewriters. The Secretary was instructed to take the usual action in regard to absentees.  
The visiting members for the month are Rev. D. J. Murray and Messrs H. O'Leary and R. 
Rigg. 
13TH June 1904 Hockey:A match, Masterton District High School Girls v. Carterton Ladies' 
Club, was played at Carterton on Saturday afternoon. The game was rather an uneven one, 
the girls' team being much the superior in combination and form, and the home team were 
kept on the defensive throughout the whole match. The defence was well maintained, 
however, and the visitors only succeeded in notching two goals, the scorers being Miss 
McGregor and Olive Renall. Mr H. Nicholson acted very impartially in the capacity of 
referee. At the conclusion of the match, both teams were hospitably entertained by Mrs J. T. 
M. Hornsby. Mr W. H. Jackson returned thanks on behalf of the visitors, and Mr H. 
Nicholson (coach) for the home team. Hearty cheers were also given by the players. Mr D. 
McNair, of the Prince of Wales' stables, kindly placed a four horse drag at the disposal of the 
Masterton team. 
17th June 1904 The Cadet II. played the School on the School - ground yesterday and 
defeated them by twelve points to nil. The Cadets had decidedly the best of the game 
throughout, the forwards and backs both playing well. Sowman, Iggulden and McHattie were 
the best of the Cadet backs. The forwards were very even, and it would be difficult to 
individualise them. Harding scored in the first spell, and Dixon scored two tries and Sowman 
one, in the second spell. Bannister made some splendid kicks when trying to convert, but all 
the tries were scored on a bad angle. Mr J. O'Leary made a capable referee. 
22nd June 1904 A large number of interested spectators attended the hockey match on 
Saturday, when the members of the Masterton District High School Girls’ Club played 
Carterton. It was the first match of its kind played in Wairarapa, and the girls -of both sides 
are to be complimented on their work. Masterton played with form and combination—and 
won, Carterton lacked these qualifications—and lost. The visitors were much smaller than 
their opponents and more active, due in a great measure to- short skirts, while the home team 
were greatly hampered by long dresses, want of form, and judgment. Masterton notched two 
goals by hard work in the first spell, but despite frantic efforts, failed to score- in the second. 
Mr H. Nicolson was referee and appeared at home among the fair ones. After the match both 
teams were invited to afternoon tea at Mrs Hornsby’s, and here a right royal time was spent, 
and prior to leaving, Mr Jackson, on behalf of Masterton, and Mr Nicolson, for Carterton, 
warmly thanked their hostess for her exceeding kindness. This was followed by cheers, and 
the happy gathering dispersed. On Wednesday a return match between, the same young ladies 
was played at Masterton, and notwithstanding the muddy state of the ground a desperate 
struggle ensued. Masterton again proved their superiority by winning, but improved form was 
evident on the side of the Carterton damsels. They appeared in much shorter skirts and were 
not so hampered in their movement. The barracking on the side lines was amusing. Following 



the match both teams and some twenty friends were entertained at afternoon tea, and a 
musical programme was submitted. Mr H. Nicolson. in returning thanks on the visitors’ 
behalf, said it was indeed a very great pleasure to be. associated with hockey when such 
pleasant times were spent. The speaker warmly thanked their Masterton friends for such 
treatment, and was sorry more ladies’ teams could not be formed 
24th June 1904 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held, last evening, 
to nominate a member for the Wellington Education Board. There were present : Messrs R. 
Brown (chairman), J. Heyhoe, R. Rigg, J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary and Rev. D. J. Murray. Mr 
E. Feist, the present member, was unanimously nominated for the position. The Masterton 
Committee have no intimation as to when the election will take place. 
28th June 1904 The Masterton Public School (number 156) has been connected with the 
telephone exchange. 
28th June 1904 The lady members of the Methodist Bible class decided, at a meeting held last 
evening (Miss E. Carpenter presiding), to form a ladies' hockey club. Miss" E. Daniell was 
elected secretary. The first practice will be held, on Thursday next, on the District High 
School grounds, kindly lent for the occasion by Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster 
2nd July 1904 Masterton School V. Petone School. 
The above match was played on the Masterton Schoolground to-day, and resulted in a draw, 
both teams scoring 12 points. Tries were scored for Masterton by Morris, Hooper, Jackson 
and Johns. Green scored two tries for Petone, converted one, and kicked a goal from a mark. 
The Masterton forwards gave a very poor exhibition, being afraid to use their weight; and the 
backs also played a poor game. Green and Routley were very prominent in the Petone team. 
9th July Free Lance Paper:  Congratulations to the Petone schoolboys. Their first match was 
against the Masterton School team, of which friend Alphabet Charters is monitor. Although 
their opponents were much bigger lads, the suburban boys managed to make a draw — 12 
points each — of the game. Against the combined schools in Pahiatua they had a runaway 
victory—38 points to nil. Re the collection made to help defray the expenses of the boys' trip, 
the total sum collected was £27 3s- 6d, to which no less than 160 persons subscribed. 
11th July 1904 The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee (Mr R. Brown) has 
received the voting papers for the election of three members of the Wellington Education 
Board. There are seven candidates for the vacancies as follows : —Messrs W. Allan, Eli 
Allen, W. A. Evans, E. Feist, A. L. Herdman, J. W. McDonald, and A. H. Vile. The ballot 
paper must be signed by the recording his vote, and posted to the Returning Officer (the 
Secretary of the Education Department, Wellington , not later that the 25th inst. 
15th July 1904 The regular meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School last evening. There were present—Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. 
Carpenter, R. Rigg, H. O'Leary, D. J. Murray, and R. K. Jackson. 
The Treasurer reported : To balance from last meeting, £16 17s; Trust grant and subsidy, £60 
4s 10d. Accounts amounting to £30 14 6d were passed for payment, leaving a balance of £46 
7s 4d , . 
The Chairman drew attention to the fact that the Trust Lands Trustees were calling tenders 
for the lease of the ground that had been set apart, by vote of the people, for High School 
purposes. He considered it would be a breach of faith with the voters for the Trust to 
otherwise let the land until the school question had been decided. he had considered it his 



duty to enter a protest against their action and had instructed the Secretary to write to them on 
the matter. 
On the motion of Mr Jackson, seconded by Rev. D. J. Murray. the action of the Chairman 
was confirmed. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs R Brown, W. A. Fendall and .J. Carpenter. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) submitted the following report for the past month : —
Main School—Roll, 575; average attendance, 504; percentage of attendance, 88. Side School 
—Roll, 155 ; average attendance, 134; percentage of attendance, 86. Secondary Classes— 
Roll, 73  average attendance, 66 ; percentage of attendance, 90. 
The attendance for the past month has been very satisfactory.  I am pleased to be able to 
report that a good record has been made for the whole of last quarter. The whole three 
departments taken together made a percentage of 88. This is undoubtedly good for a winter 
quarter. 
Inspector Fleming paid visits of inspection to both schools just before the holiday. Ho 
expressed himself well pleased with the working conditions, and with the improvement in 
ventilation effected by the Committee. 
16th July 1904 Masterton Trust Lands Trust CORRESPONDENCE. From Mr R. Brown 
(Chairman of the Masterton School Committee), protesting against the leasing of part Town 
Acres 44. 46 and 48, set apart by vote of the people for High School purposes. He stated that 
for the Trust to lease the land referred to before the high School question had been settled, 
would be a breach of faith with the voters.—The letter was received, as the land had not been 
dealt with in the way indicated 
23RD July 1904 Masterton School v. Carterton School. 
The above match was played on the School ground to-day and resulted in a win for Masterton 
by six points to nil. The Masterton team had much the best of the game, the forwards being 
much heavier than their opponents. Tries were scored by Hillas and Morris. Keith failed to 
convert. 
29th July 1904 Masterton School v. Albion III. 
The above match was played on the School Ground yesterday and resulted in a win for the 
Albions by 7 points to nil. The Albions had the best of the game through, the School 
completely "falling to pieces " after the first score was registered. All the Albion forwards 
played a good game, prominent among them being G. McHattie, Miller and Jeremiah. 
Sullivan played a good game as wing. The backs also played a safe game, the pick of them 
being F. Jackson, Biggins and Flaws. Falconer was the best forward in the School team. None 
of the backs played well and did not seem able to find the touch-line. Miller scored a try. and 
Jackson drop-kicked a goal from a mark. Mr F. O'Connor held the whistle. 
This match leaves the Cadet III. winners of the Thursday Third-Class Championship. It is 
worthy of note that the Cadets' line has not been crossed this season, the game which went 
against them being won by a goal kicked from a penalty kick. 
30th July 1904 DISCLAIMER. I WISH to inform the Public of Masterton and Bideford 
district that I am NOT the Bennett who was a teacher in the Masterton School a few years 
ago. W. D. BENNETT, School-teacher, Bideford. [The other Bennett was John W who 
taught at Masterton between 1896 and 1899 before teaching one year at Stronvar School] 



10th August 1904 During the afternoon quite a number of parents hastened to the school for 
their children, as they had heard there was to be another earthquake at three o'clock." On 
being assured by Mr Jackson that it was only a stupid hoax, and that whatever might happen 
their children would be kept as far from danger as possible, they all appeared quite satisfied, 
and left the children at school. The report also spread amongst the scholars themselves, and 
when three o'clock struck, and no earthquake appeared, there was a look akin to 
disappointment on many of their faces! The looked-for event had failed to come off. 
12th August 1904 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held, last 
evening, in the Technical School. There were present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman'). W. A. 
Fendall, R. K. Jackson. C. J. Kent-Johnston, H. O'Leary, ,J. Heyhoe, J. Carpenter, and Rev. 
D.J. Murray. 
The Treasurer reported as follows : —• By balance last meeting. £46 7s 4d: capitation, .£24. 
Accounts amounting to £8 13s 9d were passed for payment, leaving a balance of .£61 13s 7d. 
It was decided to " top " a number of the trees at the Main school, this and other small matters 
needing attention were left to the Visiting Committee to deal with.  
Mr Kent-Johnston referred to the position of the telephone at the school. He considered it was 
not in the best place and moved that the Visiting Committee have power to deal with the 
matter and have it shifted to a more convenient place. 
Mr Heyhoe seconded.  
Mr H. O'Leary moved as an amendment that the Visiting Committee make enquiries and 
report to the next meeting of the Committee. Mr W. A. Fendall seconded.  
Mr Kent-Johnston then withdrew his motion and agreed to the amendment, which was 
carried. 
The Truant Officer reported to the meeting of the School Committee, last evening, that there 
was one boy on the register of the Masterton School who was twelve years of age and had not 
yet passed the first standard. He stated that the boy's parents had taken him away from 
School, alleging that he was fourteen years of age. This was incorrect.—The matter was left 
in the hands of the Secretary. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows : — 
Attendance. —Main School: Roll, 582 average attendance, 510 ; percentage of attendance, 
88. Side School: Roll, 156; average attendance, 136; percentage of attendance, 87. Secondary 
Classes: Roll. 73 ; average attendance, 66; percentage of attendance, 87. On the 28th and 29th 
ulttimos the attendance was very low, only about half the number on the roll being present. 
On all other days during the month the attendance has been good, and a very satisfactory 
percentage of attendance has been maintained.  
Teachers absent.—There has been a large amount of sickness among members of the staff 
during the past fortnight, and a number of absentees have to be reported in consequence. 
Earthquake.—The recent earthquake created very great alarm in the school, but fortunately 
no damage was done to the property, and no harm befell  any of the scholars.  
Annual examination,-—The annual examination of the school is due in two or three weeks' 
time. This will be conducted mainly on the lines of past examinations, as the changes which 
the new syllabus involve are being made gradually in this district.  
Side School.—On the occasion of the recent visit of Inspector Fleming, I informed him that I 
was making a recommendation to the School Committee regarding the advisability of 



improving the playgrounds at the Side School. He agrees with me in suggesting that the 
rough parts be  levelled, and the whole given a coating of fine gravel. I should be glad if the 
Committee will consider the matter.  
I find that the flushing tank connected with the convenience is not working satisfactorily. The 
matter of gravelling the School yard was left to the Visiting Committee to deal with.  
The visiting members for the month are Messrs .J. Heyhoe. R. K. Jackson and C J. Kent-
Johnston. 
16th August 1904 THE DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
There has been, of late, some wild talk concerning the erection of a District High School in or 
near Masterton, and it is almost time that a little common sense were infused into a project 
which is, undoubtedly, entitled to public support. A site has to be selected, a building 
constructed, and a sufficiency of pupils obtained to make the project self-supporting  ; the 
usual Government grant having", of course, to be taken into consideration. In the making of 
the school the final test of success will be the attendances. Land and buildings are a 
preliminary difficulty, but the real creation of the school will rest with the attendances. 
Should the proposed High School be centrally situated in Masterton ; or should it be in the 
suburbs ? A central school will, undoubtedly, increase attendances, and a suburban school 
will, undoubtedly ; decrease them. The common sense view is that, at first, the school 
requires to be central in order to secure attendances. In ten or twenty years' time, when the 
school has been made, it could afford to go into a wider area in the suburbs ; but the making 
has to be done in the town itself. The High School should be within a mile radius of the 
railway station, and convenient of access to all parts of the Borough. This seems to us to be 
the only reasonable prospect of success with the proposed school. A suburban site would, at 
present, be a fatal mistake. 
The Trust Lands Trust is an educational endowment, and we look to it rather than to private 
sources for a suitable site. The people of Masterton would be foolish to pay cither £100 or 
£I2OO for a site, when the Trust Lands Trust has land lying idle which is eminently fit for the 
purpose, when a better site is already in their possession. We do not refer to the forty-acre 
reserve on the Upper Plain ; because that block, though nearer to the Post Office than Mr 
Renall's land, is distinctly suburban, and, in our opinion, a suburban site is ineligible. The 
Trust has, however, nearly four acres of land lying between Worksop-road and Bannister-
street, which is admirably adapted for a District High School, and we do not see why this 
land should not be utilised. No doubt the people of Masterton would sanction a proposal from 
the Trust to let this site of, we believe, three and three quarter acres, at a nominal rental, for 
the purposes of a District High School.  
There is, of course, a valuable education reserve at Lansdowne, which would be still better if 
it were obtainable at a moderate price; but it is outside the Borough, and there might be grave 
difficulties in securing a slice of it, and if such slice had to be paid for at its market value, the 
cost would be too heavy altogether. No doubt the report of the Committee will, in due course, 
throw some further light on the whole question ; but, as far as our information goes, up to the 
present time, the Masterton Trust Lands site in Bannister-street would be the solution of the 
problem. It is really incumbent upon the Trust Lands Trust, as a special body, endowed with 
a valuable public estate, to be used primarily for educational purposes, to take the lead in this 
project. 



31st August 1904 DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOLS 
The committee appointed by the Wellington Education Board to consider the District High 
Schools question made the following recommendations on Thursday :  
1. In regard to moneys to the credit of District High Schools account for payment of salaries 
only, that the following payments be made—(a) Masterton—for year 1902—Headmaster 
£25, Mr Burns £25; for 1903, headmaster £2O, Mr Burns £10, Mr Thwaites £10, Miss 
Wilson £10. (b) Pahiatua—1903, June 1904 —That the sum to credit of salaries account be 
divided among headmaster, first assistant, extra assistant, in proportion of three, two. one.  
2. Staffing and General—(a) That on the start of a District High School there should be a 
teacher having a certificate not lower than “ C.” (b) That the teacher of secondary subjects at 
Masterton be paid at the rate of £250 per annum; that the position be offered to the present 
first assistant, Mr Burns; that the present teacher of secondary subjects, Mr Charters, be 
offered the first assistantship . This change means an increase of salary to both, (c) That the 
teacher of secondary subjects at Pahiatua be paid at the rate of £140 per annum, (d) That the 
secretary be requested to ask the Education Department for an opinion on the right of the 
Board to impose a fee in certain circumstances where children qualified for free places do not 
attend the minimum number of times required to entitle the Board to claim capitation.  
The recommendations were adopted.  
The consideration of an application for the establishment of a high school at Levin was 
deferred, the committee of the district having failed to furnish certain statistics on the subject. 
Mr McDonald moved that a high school should be established at the Hutt. No additional 
buildings were required.  
The chairman (Mr Lee) stated, in answer to Mr Robertson, that there was a strong desire that 
this school should be at Petone.  
Mr McDonald withdrawing his motion, it was agreed to consult the inspectors as to the site 
for the school. 
31st August 1904 31st August 1904 MR R. LEE ELECTED. The election of a chairman to fill 
the vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr Bradey took place at Thursday’s meeting of the 
Education Board.  
Mr Hogg proposed, and Mr Buchanan seconded, that Mr R. Lee be appointed. It was pointed 
out by mover and seconder that Mr Lee was a man of leisure, and was, therefore, in a position 
to devote time to the important duties of chairman; that he resided within easy reach of the 
city, which would enable him to keep in touch with the secretary and assist him in his many 
difficulties of administration; and, finally, that Mr Lee commanded the respect of members, 
and would fill the chair with great satisfaction to all concerned. 
Mr Lee was unanimously elected.  
In acknowledging the compliment, the chairman said that though he was not over anxious for 
the position to which they had elected him, he was thankful for the kind expressions of 
members. As had been said, he had some leisure time, and this he would feel it a real 
pleasure, as well as a duty, to devote in the service of the Board and of the community. (Hear, 
hear.) He recognised that the position lie was taking over was no sinecure if it was to be 
properly attended to. He had been connected all through life with financial institutions of 
different kinds, and it would he his great endeavour to get the Board out of the financial 
difficulties under which it now suffered. Something must be done for the better equipment of 



the schools if educational work was to proceed as it should. In conclusion, he felt assured that 
in carrying out his new duties he would always have the co-operation and assistance of the 
Board. (Applause.)  
Mr Hogg thought they should place on record an appreciation of the services of the late 
chairman. He moved “That the Board places on record its appreciation of the good services 
rendered by Mr Bradey as chairman of the Board .during a period when the inadequacy of the 
provision for new buildings and maintenance rendered bis duties extremely onerous and 
difficult; and that the Board regrets that he has felt it necessary to relinquish a position he has 
filled so well.”  
Mr Field seconded the resolution, which was unanimously carried.  
MR LEE’S CAREER.  
Mr Robert Lee, the new chairman of the Wellington Education Board, can certainly claim an 
intimate knowledge of the circumstances and requirements of the Wellington educational 
district, with which he has been connected for the past thirty years. In 1874 he was chosen 
from twenty-eight candidates for the position of Chief Inspector of Schools in this district and 
held that important office until about two years ago, when he resigned. Shortly afterwards, he 
was elected to the Board. Mr Lee has not been out of school harness since his days of 
boyhood, and as scholar, pupil-teacher, master, headmaster, and inspector, he has had more 
than half a century’s experience. Born at Grantham, in Lincolnshire, he was educated first at 
a private school and afterwards at the Grantham National School. At an early age he showed 
much ability, and at the age of seventeen years, after four years as pupil-teacher, he gained a 
first-class Queen’s Scholarship, which took him to St. Mark’s College, Chelsea, London, for 
two years. Here he pursued his studies with such diligence and success that he was allowed 
the rare privilege of a third year’s tuition. At the close of his college career Mr Lee was 
appointed by the principal (Mr Derwent Coleridge, youngest son of the poet) resident master 
of the college. Two years later he resigned to accept an appointment as headmaster of All 
Saints’ School at Preston, Lancashire a position which he occupied for five years, and was 
then appointed headmaster of the Bishop’s School at Nelson, New Zealand. This appointment 
was conferred in Eton College by Bishop Chapman (afterwards Bishop of Colombo), acting 
.for Bishop Hobhouse, first Bishop of Nelson. Mr Lee arrived in Nelson in 1864, conducted 
the Bishop’s School for ten years, and was then, as stated above; made Chief Inspector in this 
district. It is no exaggeration to say that Mr Lee is an enthusiast in the cause of education. He 
is still in the full vigour of health, both  physically and mentally, and is ever on the alert for 
opportunities of advancing the cause of education. The standard system of education was 
introduced by him in 1874, when he devised four standards, each embodying a course of 
study for two years. This system was adopted in the Wellington, Wanganui, .Patea and 
Marlborough educational districts of that period. Mr Lee has also done, valuable service as 
the editor of “'Longman’s Geographical Reader for New Zealand,” in the compilation of 
which he acknowledges important assistance from Sir James Hector, Mr Edward Tregear, and 
Mr T. R. Fleming. A Parliamentary return describes Mr Lee’s scholastic status as —
“Certificate, class 1, division 2 Privy Council of Education, England, with endorsement 
entitling to highest obtainable classification; drawing certificate (full in four subjects), and 
certificates in organic and inorganic chemistry from Department of Science and Art, South 
Kensington.” He also holds St. Mark’s College certificates, double first-class. 



8th September 1904  The Sub - committee recently appointed to make inquiries as to a High 
School site, met in the Council Chambers yesterday. There were present:—Messrs J. A. 
Renall (chair), J. C. Cooper, C. C. Jackson, 0. Pragnell, R. K. Jackson, J. C. Ewington, J. B. 
Keith, and C. E. Daniell. 
A letter was read from Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., to the effect that he had interviewed the 
Premier regarding the High School project. Mr Seddon could not look upon the scheme 
favourably, as he stated the Trust Lands Trust had set apart two acres near the School for a 
High School site. Another consideration was that the Government had no funds at all which 
could be devoted to this object. 
The Chairman reminded those present that the Inspector of Schools (Mr Hogben) had 
recently inspected the Trust Lands Trust property mentioned in the letter, and had expressed 
the opinion that it was not suitable for a High School site. Nothing less than ten acres would 
suit. If they had to do anything they must do it themselves. The position really was that the 
Government had no funds. 
Mr J. C. Cooper said the Government should be made to understand that whatever else 
suffered, education must not. He suggested that steps  be taken at once to apply for the 
subsidy. 
Mr R. K. Jackson thought they should put some definite recommendation to the full 
Committee. In order to test the feeling of the meeting he proposed that they recommend the 
Committee to accept Mr Renall's offer and take ten acres out of the paddock on the north side 
of the drive to Mr Renall's house. The motion was not seconded. 
Mr Daniell held that if the only duty of the Committee was to decide on which of the sites 
offered by Mr Renall should be accepted, their meeting would be of little practical use. Oα 
these conditions he would be most decidedly against accepting any of them. 
Mr Renall remarked that as far as his site was concerned they could take or leave it. The 
Committee, however, was entitled to recommend what they considered best. 
Mr Cooper advised that the Committee should exercise great care in the matter of making a 
recommendation. 
Mr Keith said that, if only on the question of value, he could not support Mr Jackson's motion 
to recommend the site. 
Mr Renall compared his property with Beard's Estate, which was recently cut up. The Beard's 
Estate lands were fetching £140 an acre, while he (the speaker) was offering his land at £120 
per acre. The latter property was also well situated on the main road, while the Beard's Estate 
was on the back roads. 
Mr Keith replied that if Mr  Renall's property was sub-divided and roaded, it would probably 
bring £120 per acre. Under the present circumstances, however, he feared the Government 
would want to see the Borough valuation before accepting the bona fides of the proposal.  
Mr Daniell here referred to land held under the control of the School Commissioners for 
educational purposes. He emphasised the fact that while these were Government lands the 
people themselves were the Government, and they should insist on the lands being used to the 
best advantage. They should not be bound down by the Commissioners. Local control of 
these lands, he felt convinced, would secure a better revenue to support education. Mr Daniell 
strongly criticised the School Commissioners for allowing a reserve at Lansdowne and other 
reserves to be leased at inadequate prices and referred to other anomalies in their 



administration. The land at Lansdowne was eminently suitable for a High School and should 
be made use of before considering the purchase of other land.  
Mr Renall: It is opposite the Hospital —is it sanitary '?  
Continuing, Mr Daniell stated that Mr Hogben had inspected the site and had said it was an 
ideal  place. The School Commissioners were tying it up, and this should not be so. The land 
was originally granted for secondary purposes, and for secondary education it should be used. 
Mr Renall held that it was too far off. Besides, it had no drainage, no water — no 
conveniences at all. 
A little repartee was then indulged in. Mr Pragnell stated that there was none of these 
advantages at the property Mr Renall was offering, to which Mr Daniell remarked that there 
soon would be—if Mr Renall continued in office as Mayor. 
Mr Pragnell, while granting that Mr Renall's offer was a very generous one, said he did not 
know that the land referred to at Lansdowne was free. He suggested that they should defer the 
matter till they had seen it. He thought, however, that they should make use of their own land 
if they could. 
Mr Cooper spoke in terms of approval of Mr Pragnell's remarks.  
At this juncture several members rose and left the room. 
Continuing the discussion, the Mayor said he thought they must admit the school was 
necessary, but he did not wish to make any attempt to bind them to his site. If they satisfied 
themselves, they would satisfy him.  
Mr Daniell suggested that the Committee report that they are unable to recommend any of the 
sites they were empowered to inspect.  
Mr Keith agreed with Mr Daniell and moved in the direction suggested by him. 
 Mr Renall held that the motion was out of order and refused to accept it.  
Mr Keith said it was ridiculous to appoint a committee to make inquiries and then refuse to 
take resolutions. "I do not see how you can do it," he added.  
Mr R. K. Jackson considered the motion was calculated to insult the Chairman.  
Mr Renall remarked that he took it as an insult, and again contended that he was not forcing 
the site on them.  
The discussion then turned again to the School Commissioners' lands.  
Mr Easthope stated that the Commissioners could grant eight acres out of the Lansdowne site 
if they liked; but Mr Daniell thought the most they could grant was five acres.  
Mr Renall again objected that the property at Lansdowne was so far away.  
"It is nearer than yours," remarked Mr Daniell, who then procured a map, and it was found 
that (approximately) the distance from the Railway Station to the Post Office was 55 chains, 
and from the Post Office to the site by Mr Renall's drive 140 chains, while from the Post 
Office to the proposed Lansdowne site the distance was sixty-five chains. 
Mr, Daniell then moved that before the Committee report to the originating Committee the 
Secretary get full information as to the area, the conditions of lease .and other details 
connected with the School Commissioners' property at Lansdowne.  
This was seconded by Mr Cooper and carried.  
Mr Renall moved that the Commissioners be asked if they were prepared to give a site out of 
the Lansdowne  reserve, and, if so, what area?  
Mr R. K. Jackson seconded the motion, which was also carried. The meeting then adjourned. 



9th September 1904 Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District High School, 
has been notified by the Secretary of the Education Board that it has been decided to offer to 
Mr Burns the position of senior secondary assistant, and to Mr Charters the position of first 
assistant on the staff. Both changes carry with them increases of salary. 
At the School Committee meeting, last evening, Mr C. J. Kent-Johnson suggested that the 
Committee should secure a certain number of books necessary for the school work, and retail 
them to the scholars at cost price. This was done in many schools at Home. The suggestion 
met with approval and was referred to the sub-Committee. 
At the School Committee meeting, last evening, Mr J. Heyhoe suggested that a Committee of 
three be appointed to confer with Mr Jackson in reference to matters connected with 
beautifying the school grounds and attending to other matters. They could sketch out a plan 
for future guidance, which might be very helpful. The Chairman, Rev. D. J. Murray and Mr 
Heyhoe were appointed to the Committee 
9th September 1904 The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) submitted the following report, for 
the past month, to the meeting of the Masterton School Committee on Thursday evening:—
On the roll at Main School, 583; average attendance, 507. On the roil at Side School, 158; 
average attendance, 145. On the roll attending Secondary Classes, 71 ; average, 66 _ The 
attendance during the month has been good, a percentage of ninety-two having been recorded 
by the whole school. This is highly satisfactory. The Education Board has requested head-
teachers of schools to supply to its secretary a monthly absentee report. I forward to the 
Committee a copy of my report to the Board for the past month. The Education Board's 
Inspectors commence their annual examination visit on Monday next. I am completing my 
own examination and classification of the school, and I am pleased to state that the classes 
are in a very satisfactory condition. The scholars who will fail to obtain promotion are, 
almost without exception, those who have been very irregular in attendance. The classes at 
the side school are doing very good work. The two small {Standard I. and Standard II.) 
classes have done very creditable examination exercises. With regard to the levelling and 
gravelling of the boys' playground, I think this could be done satisfactorily for about £7 or £8. 
The trimming of the trees at the Main School is nearly completed. The man employed is 
making a good job of the work. The larger limbs I am having cut up for for winter firewood. 
The report was adopted. 
9th September 1904 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present—Messrs R. Brown (Chairman), H. 
O'Leary, C. J. Kent-Johnston, J. Heyhoe, W. H. Fendall, R. K. Jackson, R. Rigg and Rev. D. 
J. Murray,. An apology for absence was received from Mr J. Carpenter. 
Mr Heyhoe reported that he had authorised the man employed trimming trees at the school to 
cut up the larger limbs and stack them for firewood for next winter's use.—Mr Heyhoe's 
action was confirmed. 
Mr Heyhoe also reported as to enquiries made respecting the position of the telephone at the 
'school and recommended that it be left in Mr Jackson's office. He also-suggested that repairs 
be effected to the roof of the school, which was leaking badly in places.—The matter was 
referred to the visiting members. 
The question of gravelling the boys' playground was also referred to the incoming visiting 
Committee, with power to act. 



Mr Kent-Johnston stated that he had spoken to the Board's Inspector with reference to 
necessary repairs to the latrines at the school.—It was decided to write to the Board on the 
matter, the work to be first inspected by Mr Rigg. 
Mr Heyhoe said that in a recent conversation with Mr Jackson, the latter had stated that he 
was very much in need of new diagrams and scientific apparatus, object lesson sheets, etc. 
About £20 would be necessary for the purpose. He moved that a sum of £10 be voted for 
diagrams, etc., and £10 for scientific apparatus. —Seconded by Mr Kent-Johnston and 
carried. 
Mr Kent-Johnston moved, and Rev. D. J. Murray seconded, " That this Committee wishes to 
know the reason they have not been consulted by the Board in making changes in the 
Masterton District High School." Mr Kent-Johnston strongly resented the Board continually 
ignoring them in these matters. The motion was carried.  
Mr Jackson stated that he had heard a complaint that the small children at the school had not 
sufficient playground. The sub-committee were instructed to make enquiries.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £31 13s 7d. Accounts amounting to £6 63 2d were 
passed for payment. 
The Secretary was instructed to take Court proceedings against parents of two absentees. 
The visiting committee for the month are Rev. D. J. Murray and Messrs R. Rigg and H. 
O'Leary. 
17th September 1904 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
Annual Examinations. 
List of Passes 
Standard VII.—Boys—Francis Nelson, Hubert Daniell, Stanley Edwards, Eric Fuller, 
Norman Groves, Henry Hillas, Arthur Hoar, Stanley Hogg, Philip Hyde, Henry Jones, Alex. 
Long, Robert McGregor, James McMaster, Roy Messenger, Fred Phillips, Jarl Syverston. 
Girls —Lucy Dagg, Vera Edwards, Netty Hooper, Rita Hooper, Catherine McMaster, Gladys 
Smith, Alice Campbell, Jessie Campbell, Winnie Carpenter, Constance Elliott, 'Chrissie 
Graham, Mizpah Hayes, Dorothy Jackson, Ivy McKenzie, Mattie McNair, Julia 'O'Neil, 
Olive Richards, Stella Winzenberg , Eva Wallis.  
Standard Vl.—Boys—John Andrews, William Adams, Arthur Bale, Rupert Hatch, Earl 
Huston, James Heyhoe, Otto Ibbetson, Leu McMaster, Bob Milne, Fred Pauling, Len 
Pearson, Gordon Pilmer, Edwin Bigg, George Scrimgeour, Victor Sutton, Bert Syverston, 
Edwin Harrod, Ernest Simonsen, Kenneth Groves, Victor Swanson.  
Girls—Ada Darvill, Connie Easthope, Eva Ewington, Connie Falconer, Ethel Jepson, 
Dorothy Jenkinson, Hazel Jenkinson, Millie Gordon, Blanche Knight, Mary McKenzie, Doris 
Millar, Hilda Moore, Aileen Murray, Edith Murray, Emily Peters, Elsie Rees, Amy Shaw, 
Madge Townsend, Daisy Terry, Madge Tait, Eva Winch. 
Standard V.—Boys—Charles Ashley, George Brookes, Tom Brookes, Ross Burridge. Percy 
Chapman, Alec. Coburn, Arthur Cowper, Fred. Dixon, Hylton Dixon, Roy Duncan, Edward 
Flanagan, Walter Flaws, Arthur Harrod, Leslie 
Johns, Herbert Jones, Alfred Keeble, Arthur yon Keisenberg. Hermann yon Keisenberg, 
Roland King, Orien Knight, Harold Lett, Alan Lowing, Errol Mackersey, Lawrence Mason, 
Percy Petersen, Albert Rigg, Horace Simonson, Stanley Temple, Oscar Wellington, Arthur 



Wheeler, Norman Williams, James 'Winchester, Jack Winteringham, Leonard Yates, Allan 
Younghusband, Leigh Younghusband.  
Girls Ada Allen, Rachel Ansell, Olive Bannister, Connie Braggins, Edith Chambers, Winnie 
Evernden, Grace Ewart, Elsie Flanagan, Annie Flett, Sarah Fowles, Lily Gough, Harriet 
Hounslow, Rose Jackson, Ethel Johnson, Wilhelmina Langley, Lily Marsh, Connie Miller, 
Chrissie Morton, Ethel Olliver, Eva Pragnell, Winnie Rayner, Maud Reardon, Lucy Reed. 
Lily Reynolds, Ivy Rickards, Lucy Saker. Muriel Spackman, Lily Swanson, Nellie Watson, 
Florence Whitton, Stella "Williams. 
Standard IV.—Boys—William Andrews, Milton Archer, John Annan, John Bannister, 
William Barrett, Harold Broadbent, Hector Braggins, Robert Cameron, William Chambers, 
John Cross, Alfred Donald, Percy Evernden, George Elliott, Edwin Easthope, Jack Fuller, 
Ernest Franks, Norman Fly, Fred. Graham. Alfred Golder, Roland Hatch, Jack Harding, Tony 
Huston, Douglas Hipkins, William Hoar, Harry Heyhoe, Alfred Ibbetson, Reginald Knight, 
Fred. Kent-Johnston, Cyril La Roche, Bertie Livingstone, Harry Long, Norman Miller, 
Reginald Miller, Herbert Munn, Norman Morris, Stacey Mansell, Thomas McMaster. Bertie 
McWhinnie, Rainton Murray, Charles Osman, Ernest Olliver, Richard Pearson, Ben 
Rickards, Hugh Riddick, Leonard Simonson, Clarence Walker, Arthur Ward, Herbert Yates. 
Girls — Gladys Bannister. Elsie Bannister, Minnie Bentley, May Christensen, Gladys 
Church," Gladys Cork, Mary Campbell, Gladys Daniell, Doris Dixon, Annie Fraser, Jessie 
Fraser, Ethel Green, Alexandra Green, Alice Hunter, Ruby Haxton, Evelyn McCormack, 
Christina McKenzie. Bessie McKee, Mary McGuckin, Gladys McKenzie, Gladys Moore, 
Doris Miller, Alma Miller, Gladys Murray, Jessie Milne, Nellie Robertson, Elsie Shackleton, 
Olive Sutherland, Delia Syverston, Lavinia Tait, Olive Thompson, Ina Williams. 
Standard III.—Boys—John Adams, Alex. Annan, Cecil Blinkhorne, Richard Chappell, Bruce 
Clancy, Walter Clapp, .Kenneth Curtis, George Deane, Joseph Darvill, Meredith Ewart, 
Ernest Flaws, Horace Flaws, Hugh Fraser, Percy Fraser, Arthur Golder, Frank Gray, Thomas 
Huston, Hans Hartmann, Jack Hirschberg, Stanley Harding, David Heggie, Reginald Henson, 
Victor Holmes, Sydney Munn, George Peters, Percy Pragnell, Stanley Pragnell, Walter Pond, 
Thomas Rayner, Frank Rickards, Herbert Smith, Harry Satchell, Horace Terry, Joseph 
Thompson, Guy Wagg, William Wagg, Henry Williams, Harry Williams, Harry Whitton, 
Reginald Yarr, James Ah Lop, Joseph Ewington, John Pinhey, Ferdinand Hartmann, Rupert 
Payne, Clarence La Roche.  
Girls —Mabel Alexander, Rita Arnold, Ethel Braggins, Violet Billington, Maud Bentley, 
Nora Cook, Jessie Exell, Gladys Evernden, Florence Ewington, Hazel Fuller, Lucy Fowles, 
Mary Hatch, Maud Hawkins, Dorothy Hounslow, Annie Hood, Esther Joyce, Muriel Kent 
Johnston, Elsie King, Matilda Lyttle, Easter Miller, Dorothy Nicholson, Florence Payne, 
Gertrude Peterson, May Pond, Myrtle Reed, Harriet Thompson, Amy Thompson, Jean 
Wayland, Ivy Wilton.  
Standard ll.—Boys—George Ansell, Henry Bannister, Horace Beck, Leslie Crawford, Fred 
Cotter, Walter Clark, John Candy, Leslie Drake, William Drake, Albert Downes, William 
Elliot, Douglas Fraser, Roy Falloon, Walter Harding, Frank Hartnett, Reginald Hartnett, 
Arnold Hadley, Robert Hawkins, Edward Jepson, Allan Laing, Harold Lett, Alex. McKenzie, 
Clarence Ralph, George Riddick, Robert Read, Herbert Raffills, John Swanson, Stanley 



Sreeves, Phillip Shaw, Richard Te Tau, William Terry, Reginald Wilton, George Wagg, 
Arthur Whitaker, Richard Webber, Robert Wise.  
Girls— Florence Billington, Sybil Cameron, Myrtle Devenport, Nilla Hyde, Olive 
Henderson, Ruby Hooper, Edith Haxton, Annie Irvine, Vera King, Hermione Knight, Gladys 
Lett, Emma Leach, Dora Murray, Ruth Pelling, Cora Ralph, Kate Shaw, Margaret Sewell, 
Grace Tooby, Annie Yates, Berry Leach. 
Standard I.—Girls—Ivy Anderson, Pearl Allsworth, Dosca Blockley, Effie Cant, Lily 
Cameron, Annie Cairncross, Iris Crawford, May Hart, Myrtle Hartley, Zelma Hooper, Lila 
Haxton, Rayne King, Lizzie Kavanagh, Ruby Pinkney, Ethel Pond, Winnie Truscott, Corrie 
Thompson, Minnie Wallis, Maud Williams, Mabel Darlington, Marjorie Robertson, Daisy 
Hart, Mary Henson, Olive Joyce, Eva Jones, Alma Perry, Ivy Shackleton.  
Boys—William Annan, Louis Butcher, Norman Cairns, Gordon Chapman, Sam Cairncross, 
Win, Davidson, Alfred Davidson, Harry Elliot, Ormond Hooper, Bertie Harrod, Win, Lenz, 
Alex. McKenzie, Jack Miller, Albert McCormack, Harold Moore, Wm. Olliver, Edw. 
Polling. Bertie Reardon, George Sewell, Claude Valier, Isaac Wyber, Leslie Clancy, Frank 
Henson, Victor Jones, Edw. Perry, George Ah Lop.  
SIDE SCHOOL. Standard ll.—Boys—Bertie Ah Lop, Harold Baillie, Leslie Clapp, Ivan 
Gray, Roy Hawke, Douglas Hosking, Charles Jones, Albert Lewin, Douglas Mackersey, 
Vincent Norman, George Saker, John Towers, Roy Tait.  
Girls—Doris Bentley, Millicent Cook, Dorothy Cork, Minnie Dixon, Clarice Graham, 
Natalie Hill, Alice Hole, Dons Johnston, Rona Mason, Evelyn Minifie, Monica Mellwood, 
Dora Pinhey, Alma Reynolds, Millie Townsend. 
Standard I.—Boys—Arthur Andrews, Stanley Bannister, Robert Bannister, Burnett Brunton, 
Alfred Easthope, Maurice Fly, Joseph Gray, Stephen Gough, Thomas Harding, Lawrence 
Johnson, William Langley, Harold Martin, Alfred Munn, Herbert Newcombe, Harold 
Riddick, Willie Te Tau, Roy Brunton, Raymond Baillie, Leslie Johnson, Frank Stains, Ivan 
Sutherland.  
Girls—Olive Andrews, Beatrice Baillie. Mabel Hammond, Brenda Cross, Eileen Pinhey, 
Elspeth Robertson, Hettie Simonson, Mabel Saker, Marjorie Robertson 
30th September 1904 Wellington Education Board The inspector’s report as to Masterton was 
that both the primary and secondary education accommodation was overcrowded. He would 
like to see more utilitarian subjects—such as agricultural science and commercial studies—
on the syllabus in a school situated in such a fast-growing district as Masterton, but the 
present lack of accommodation prevented the introduction of the variety of subjects he would 
like to see placed on the syllabus. Mr Hogg moved the adoption of the report, and that the 
Government be asked for a grant for the building wanted.— Carried. 
5th October 1904 Wellington Education Board Wellington Education Board Mr Field said if 
they went digging into the past, he would mention that the latrines for the Masterton School 
had cost nearly £3OO. But they had all decided to do better in the future 
The inspector’s report as to Masterton was that both the primary and secondary education 
accommodation was overcrowded. He would like to see more utilitarian subjects—such as 
agricultural science and commercial studies —on the syllabus in a school situated in such a 
fast-growing district as Masterton, but the present lack of accommodation prevented the 
introduction of the variety of subjects he would like to see placed on the syllabus. 



6th October 1904 The following is an extract from a letter written by a teacher at the request 
of the Chief Inspector of Schools, Wellington. The lad referred to is attending the District 
High School at Masterton. "He lives at Hamua, distant about six miles from the Newman 
railway station, which is itself about twenty-six miles from Masterton. He rides from his 
home to within a mile of Newman station, and has to leave his horse there, walking the 
remaining mile. He has to leave his home every morning by 6.30 a.m., and arrives home in 
the evening by about 8.30 p.m. Although in winter he both leaves home and arrives there in 
darkness, he has not missed more than four half days this year, and two of these were  during 
the big snow-storm of a month or two ago. He went with our team to Wellington to see the 
English match, and arrived home on the Monday evening, or rather Tuesday morning, at 2.30 
a.m. At 10 a.m. the same morning he was in his place in class. Twice he has fallen asleep in 
school, but his work is good all round as a rule, and he is strong in mathematics. As to 
character, I think so much of the boy that I often have, him up at my house putting in time 
from 3.30 to 5.30 (train time). Often his horse has strayed, and led him a merry dance, but he 
turns up serenely next day." The District High School is two miles distant from the railway 
station, Masterton. 
14th October 1904 Only three members of the Masterton School Committee —Messrs R. 
Brown, W. A. Rendall and H. O'Leary—put in an appearance at the meeting to have been 
held last evening. An adjournment was consequently made for a week. 
21st October 1904 Let us make soldiers of the boys— they will be wanted by and by," said a 
member of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, when the proposed encampment 
was under discussion 
A sigh of relief went up from members of the School Committee when incidentally informed, 
last evening, that there was not a solitary case of chronic irregular attendance to be reported 
The Masterton School Committee were considering, last evening, whether they would 
continue to hold their meetings at 7.30 p.m. during the summer months or alter the time to 8 
p.m. One member was agitating (without giving his reasons) for the 8 p.m. change, when a 
seven-thirty-ite calmly interrupted him with the somewhat irrelevant interjection. " Do you 
play bowls? " The one to whom the remark was addressed did not reply, but something 
seemed to persuade other members of the Committee that he did play bowls—and till after 
7.30 on Thursday evenings, too. 
At the School Committee meeting, last evening, Rev. D. J. Murray stated that during the 
month he had had a visit from Rev. Henry Bull who was an authority on educational matters. 
While here, that gentleman had visited the school, and, fortunately, had just got there in time 
to see one of the musical dismissals. He was highly pleased at the perfect manner in which 
these were carried out. It struck him as one of the finest things connected with educational 
work that he had seen in the Colony. Mr Jackson had also called on several scholars, at 
random, to give recitations or readings, and the rev. visitor, Mr Murray added, wished him to 
express his extreme gratification at the high standard of perfection to which the children had 
been brought in this respect. Mr Bull stated that, although he had travelled all over the 
Colony, he had -seen nothing comparable to it. The facts, as stated by Mr Murray, were 
recorded in the minutes 



21st October 1904 The adjourned monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening. Present, Messrs R. Brown (chairman), R. Rigg, C. J. Kent Johnston, H. 
O'Leary, J. Heyhoe, J. Carpenter and D. J. Murray. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £9 16s 11d. Accounts amounting to £25 0s 
3d were passed for payment. 
The proposal of holding a school cadet encampment during the last week of the school. year 
was discussed. It was pointed out that the encampment would be carried out on the same lines 
as a volunteer encampment and that various members of the teaching staffs in the district 
would receive responsible appointments in regard to control, ensuring the. maintenance of 
proper discipline. The Committee were satisfied that adequate arrangements would be made 
for the care and control of the boys, and a motion was passed agreeing with the proposal. 
A resolution was passed congratulating the headmaster and staff on the exceedingly 
creditable result of the recent examination, The remarkably high percentage of attendance 
was also referred to, and the Truant Officer's name was coupled-with the staff when 
recording the Committee's gratification at the highly satisfactory reports submitted in this 
connection. 
In his report the headmaster referred to the urgent necessity of new class rooms "being 
provided. He said : "The Committee will probably have noticed that the Chairman of the 
Trust Lands Trust has given notice to move in the matter of making a grant towards the 
furnishing and equipment of extra class rooms. I sincerely hope this initiative will result in 
our obtaining these rooms at an early date, as they are urgently needed for the development of 
the work of the secondary department; and, also, that one of the rooms at present used by a 
secondary class may be made available for primary work." 
The Inspectors, in their report, also made reference to the great disadvantage which both the 
primary and secondary classes were working under in this respect and mentioned that in one 
room there were 86 children under two teachers, and in another room 92 children under two 
teachers. 
The Chairman thought something should be done at once. There did not appear to be any 
possible chance of getting a High School in Masterton for some years to come, and they 
would have to improve the existing conditions as much as possible. 
The Chairman and Rev. Murray were appointed to confer with the Trust Lands Trustees in 
the matter of their proposal to make a special grant for the object of providing proper 
equipment for the extra rooms. The Secretary was also instructed to write to the Education 
Board, urging upon them the necessity —as pointed out in the Inspector's report—for 
increased accommodation for the school. 
Mr O'Leary reported that thirty-three loads of gravel had been spread in the grounds at the 
side school. The Secretary was authorised to insure against fire all that portion of the school 
appointments —such as maps, furniture, books, etc. —for which the Committee were 
responsible. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Fendall. 
It was decided to hold the meetings at 8 p.m. during the summer months.  
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported the attendance for the month to be as follows 
:—Main School: Roll, 566; average attendance, 542 ; percentage of attendance, 96.. Side 



School: Roll, 167 ; average attendance, 153 ; percentage of attendance, 92. Secondary 
Classes : 
Roll, 72; average attendance, 63 ; percentage of attendance, 88. 
22nd October 1904 Masterton Trust Lands Trust  
Mr DANIELL moved, in accordance with notice given at last meeting, " That, recognising 
the need of secondary education in Masterton, this Trust resolves to offer the Education 
Department the sum of £150 for the equipment and furnishing of two rooms, if the Education 
Department will add, to the present school, two rooms suitable for experimental and cookery 
classes."  
A deputation from the Masterton School Committee, consisting of Messrs R Brown, R K 
Jackson and and Rev. D. J. Murray, and Mr W. H Jackson (headmaster) waited on the Trust 
in support of the proposal. It was urged that if the rooms were built and equipped it would 
greatly relieve the congestion that was now felt in carrying on the work of the school.  
Mr Brown asked if. the idea was to tie the Board down to adding to the existing buildings, 
and was informed that this was not so, but would require the rooms to be erected on the 
present grounds.  
Rev. Murray asked the Trustees to consider the matter in as generous a manner as possible. 
Mr DANIELL said his objection was to make the present scheme a steppingstone to a High 
School that was to come in perhaps, five years, and to conserve their funds as much as 
possible to that end.  
Mr W. H. Jackson said the rooms were needed for the special work of the whole school as 
well as the secondary classes, and this special work would go on, even after a High School 
should be established. He would like to see the Trust make their grant sufficient (with 
Government subsidy) to carry out the work independent of the Education Board, who had 
absolutely no funds available for new buildings. The grant should be made to the Education 
Board for the benefit of the Masterton District High School, in order to secure the subsidy. 
The CHAIRMAN said that if the Trust did not exist, it would.be the duty of the Education 
Department to equip the school. The Trust had a privilege of improving the school, and they 
were one in making the most of this privilege as far as their funds would allow. Mr Brown 
thought that if the resolution was passed it would enable them to " start the ball rolling." The 
resolution put and carried unanimously 
22nd October 1904 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
Trafalgar Day Demonstration 
The pupils attending the Masterton District High School, the staff, and the School 
Committee, took part yesterday afternoon in the first Trafalgar Day demonstration, in 
Masterton. At three o'clock the scholars were marshalled in the front grounds attached to the 
school, the little ones seated on the grass and the older scholars standing behind them, the 
whole forming three sides of a square. The Committee were represented by the chairman (Mr 
R. Brown) and the secretary (Mr W. M. Easthope). 
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) gave a short address on the threatened invasion of 
England by Napoleon, and the frustration of that great Emperor's plans by the brilliant victory 
of Nelson, at the battle of Trafalgar; a victory which ensured the safety of the British 
dominions from naval attacks. He enjoined his young hearers to remember that the 
proceedings they were taking part in that day were intended to impress upon their minds that 



Nelson's great fight was a struggle for freedom— that freedom which is enjoyed by British 
subjects the world over, and that the British flag is the emblem of that freedom. 
The Chairman of the School Committee, Mr R. Brown, spoke to the scholars of the brave 
fights of their forefathers against oppression, and reminded them that, as British children, 
they should try to grow up with the same determination. 
At the conclusion of the short addressee, on a signal being given the whole mass rose and 
saluted the flag in true military fashion. The National Anthem was then sung and three cheers 
" for the King" given in the heartiest manner, after which the scholars were dismissed. 
28th October 1904 The alteration in the railway timetable will affect the Masterton District 
High School. The custom has been for pupils from the Bush to return home by the train 
leaving Masterton at 5.40, and -as even this was late, typewriting lessons, etc., have been 
given after school hours to avoid the necessity of the. children loitering about the streets till 
the departure of the train. The new arrangements will cause a further delay of forty minutes. 
9th November 1904 The alteration in the railway time-table is not appreciated by scholars 
attending the Masterton District High School from - the Bush districts; as they are fully an 
hour later in reaching home which will compel some of them either to board in Masterton or 
say farewell to secondary education 
11th November 1904 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in 
the Trust Lands Trust Office last evening. There were present—Messrs R. Brown 
(Chairman), J. Carpenter, R. Rigg, H. O'Leary, C. J. Kent Johnston, J. Heyhoe, W. A. 
Rendall, and Rev. D. J. Murray. 
Mr W. H. Jackson attended in reference to the absentee report. An apology for absence was 
received from Mr R. K. Jackson. 
The Wellington Education Board forwarded a voucher and cheque for .£25, being payment of 
capitation for September, 
The Secretary of the Wellington Education Board wrote acknowledging receipt of letter on 
the matter of additional accommodation and stating that since receipt of the the Inspector's 
report representation has been made to the Government concerning this need. The reply 
would be communicated to the Committee in due  course. The letter also stated that, the 
Secretary of the Board had been instructed to request the Committee to convey to the Trust 
Lands Trust the Board's thanks for the very handsome donation of £150 made to the High 
School fund. Application will be made for the subsidy when it has been paid to the Board's 
account, that being a condition of payment by the Government. 
A vote of thanks was passed to the Trust Lands Trust for their generous gift. The Board also 
wrote stating that they had heard from some districts of regrettable laxity of' management in 
connection with school property and asked the teachers and Committee to exercise great care 
over the property entrusted to their management. 
The Chairman said that he did not consider that these statements applied to Masterton. 
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the month of October : —
Attendance on the Main School roll, 603; average attendance, 517 ; percentage of attendance, 
86. Side School.—Attendance, 141; average attendance, 123; percentage of attendance, 87. 
Secondary Classes. —Attendance, 84 ; average attendance, 73 ; percentage of attendance, 85. 
On six half-days the attendance, owing to exceptionally bad weather, was less than two-thirds 



of the roll number. At the main school the attendance was less than half of the roll number on 
one half-day only, while at the side school it was less than half on three of the half days.  
l should be glad if the Committee will make early arrangements for the tarring and sanding 
required at the two schools, so that the work may be taken in hand at the commencement of 
the holidays. It is probable a good saving could be effected by ordering tar at once. Messrs 
Heyhoe, O'Leary, Rigg, and Rev. Murray were appointed a committee to deal with the 
asphalting at the schools. The Secretary was instructed to take action in several cases of 
irregular attendance. It was also decided that the attention of the Education Board be drawn to 
cases where children over fourteen left school before they had passed a standard, and that 
they be asked to endeavour to get the Act amended so that children over fourteen years of age 
be not exempted it their attendance has been wilfully neglected.  
Messrs Heyhoe, Jackson and Kent Johnston were appointed visiting members for the month. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £11 19s 8d, but after sundry accounts had 
been passed for payment there was left a debit balance of .£1 1s 10d. 
22nd November 1904 A. parade of the Wairarapa Battalion of Public School Cadets was held 
here on Saturday, under Major Parkinson and Lieutenant Burns. There were 258 cadets 
present. Captain Charters, an ex-Wellingtonian. who is now in command of the Masterton 
Rifle Volunteers, has been doing good work in volunteering circles here. Last year the 
average attendance- at parades was about eighteen, hut since Captain Charters has taken 
control of the corps the attendance has risen to forty each parade 
25th November 1904 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Special Meeting 
A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held yesterday afternoon, to 
consider the offer of Professor Coxon to instruct the girls of the School in laundry work. 
There were present —Messrs R. Brown (in the chair), R. K. Jackson, R. Rigg, W. A. Fendall 
and C. J. Kent-Johnston. 
The Secretary read Professor Coxon's offer, which is as follows : —We are prepared to give 
the girls of the 5th, 6th, and 7th standards a series of ten lessons, of two hours' duration each, 
on laundry work, for 5s per scholar for the course, with an additional Is 6d per pupil to defray 
the cost of plant, which, when lessons are completed, becomes the property of the school 
board. The lessons will comprise the following starching and ironing:—First lesson, 
serviettes; second, pillow slips and shams ; third, pinafores ; fourth, child's dress; fifth, 
collars; sixth, d'oyles; seventh, shirts; eighth, tablecloths; ninth, demonstration on flannels ; 
tenth, laces, silks, etc. In answer to Mr Jackson, the Chairman said it rested with the 
Committee. Who would pay the fees, the scholars or the Committee. 
Mr Fendall thought that if part of the fee was paid by the scholars, more interest would 
probably be taken in the work. The Chairman said there would be between 60 and 70 girls to 
instruct. 
On the motion of Mr Rigg, it was decided to leave the matter in the hands of the Visiting 
Committee, Messrs R. K. Jackson, J. Heyhoe and C. J. Kent Johnston, with power to act 
generally, and spend up to the sum of-£10. 
29th November 1904 On Sunday evening Mr W. Jackson, Masterton, met with a somewhat 
serious accident while cycling. He was returning to Masterton on the Opaki-road, and when 
just over the Ruamahunga bridge, he collided with a party of cyclists, who showed no lights 



and were on the wrong side of the road. Mr Jackson was thrown heavily to the ground and 
stunned. Mr Eastlake Haycroft, who was driving past at the time, brought the injured cyclist 
into town. Mr Jackson was very considerably shaken but is now slowly recovering. 
At the Magistrate's Court, yesterday afternoon, before Mr J. Fraser and E. McEwen, J.P’s a 
parent was charged, on the information of the Truant officer, with neglecting to send his boy, 
aged eleven years, to school. The accused explained that there had been illness in his family, 
and he had to send his boy away to some friends, who lived six miles from a school. He had 
requested the headmaster of the Masterton School to remove the boy's name from the 
register.  
Mr W. M. Easthope, Truant Officer, said there appeared to be no intention of depriving the 
boy of education. It was true that the boy was living six miles from a school. He was in 
Standard 111, and his previous record had been very good. The Bench inflicted a fine of 14s, 
with costs 7s. 
9th December 1904 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening in the Technical School. There were present —Messrs R. Brown (in the chair), J. 
Carpenter, J. O'Leary. W. A. Fendall, J. Heyhoe, Roy. D. J. Murray. The Treasurer's 
statement showed a debit balance of 15s 10d. The Education Department wrote that the " 
Standard of Exemption," ,under the School Attendance Act, 1901, was fixed by regulation as 
the fifth standard.  
Mr G. J. Kent Johnston wrote resigning his position as member of the Committee, owing to 
his removal to Featherston.  
Rev. D. J. Murray expressed regret at the resignation, as Mr Kent Johnston had been a 
valuable committeeman. He would move that Mr Johnston be asked to reconsider his 
resignation tor a time. This was seconded by Mr O’Leary  and carried.  
The Education Board wrote applying for list of truancy cases in tabular form, and that the 
fines, if any, be forwarded to the Board. The Secretary stated that the amount of fines had 
been placed to the credit of the Committee's account. The Education Board forwarded the 
following recommendations re school holidays for the opinion of the Committee :—(1) That 
the Christmas holidays be extended over six weeks, beginning on the Monday before 
Christmas. (2) That the last week in May and the first week in September be observed as 
holidays, thus dividing the school into three terms, (o) That the following shall be observed 
as holidays: Good Friday. Easter Monday and Tuesday, Empire Day, Labour Day, King's 
Birthday, and the Prince of Wales' Birthday. (4) That on the approval of the School 
Committee of a district there may be granted one holiday annually on account of a local 
Show or Exhibition. (5) That in the districts where the distribution of days mentioned in 
Sections 1 and 2 is unsuited to local circumstances, the Committee may (but only by previous 
arrangement with the Board) close the school at such times as will best suit the particular 
circumstances of the school and district, provided the total holidays granted be not more than 
those granted to other schools.' The Secretary pointed out the school had the same number of 
holidays as mentioned in the above list, only they were held at different times. Mr Fendall 
moved that the Committee approve of the recommendations.— Carried. Mr J. Heyhoe, on 
behalf of the Visiting Committee, reported that they bad decided not to take action in 
Professor Coxon's offer to teach laundry work till after the 'Xmas holiday. The 
recommendation was adopted. 



Mr Heyhoe moved that the Minister for Education be written to asking If these classes were 
formed would the Department recognised them 
This was seconded by the Chairman and carried.  
Certain repairs at the school were approved of by the Committee. " 
The Headmaster, Mr W. H. Jackson, reported as follows:—Main School attendance  618, 
average 557 ; Side School attendance 144, average 127; Secondary Classes attendance 84, 
average 70. The attendance for the month was good, although the weather on one or two days 
was very bad. A list of irregular children accompanies this report.  
The senior secondary assistant was absent from the 18th till  the 29th ultimo through illness, 
and a pupil teacher is at the present time absent on leave to attend the matriculation 
examination.  
One of the pupil teachers, having completed her period of service, retires from the staff, in 
accordance with the regulations, at the end of the year. The pupil teacher referred to is most 
efficient, and I must regret that the operation of the regulations will deprive the school of her 
services.  
After the end of the present year, only those pupils who have obtained Standard VI. 
proficiency certificate, and are under fourteen years of age, will be entitled to enter the 
secondary class as free Scholars. This regulation will affect the roll number in this 
department in future. If the secondary classes be maintained on a sound financial it will be 
absolutely necessary that the payment of fees be insisted on in all cases of irregular 
attendance. No fewer than eight pupils have already missed the grant for the present quarter. I 
am glad to be able to report that both classes are doing good steady work. Five scholars in the 
senior class, and one pupil teacher, are at the present time attending the matriculation 
examination in Wellington, and eight scholars from the same class will present themselves 
for the Civil Service examination, which commences on the 15th inst. The school will close 
for the Christmas holidays on Friday, the 16th inst. There are a few small repairs needed, and 
it will be necessary to make arrangements for the cutting of the long grass in the front of both 
schools. 
Rev. D. J. Murray pointed out that in the Headmaster's report a lady pupil teacher has now to 
leave the school. After having studied hard and completed her apprenticeship, he thought it 
too hard for her to leave the school, and, probably, have to take up other employment for a 
living. He moved that the following resolution be forwarded to  the Educational Institute and 
Education Department:—" That in the opinion of this Committee it is desirable that the scale 
of staffs for schools should provide for the retention of pupil teachers, who have completed 
their apprenticeship until such time as they may be able to obtain appointments as pupil 
teachers.— Seconded by Mr Heyhoe and carried.  
The Chairman said it was imperative that a commencement be made with the new rooms. He 
suggested that Mr Murray and himself form a deputation to wait on the Education Board on 
the subject.  
 Mr O'Leary moved in that direction. Seconded by Mr Fendall and carried.  
The Visiting Committee reported on several necessary improvements to the school and 
grounds; and, on Mr Heyhoe's motion, seconded by Rev. D. J. Murray, the report was 
adopted. 
Accounts amounting to 10s 9d were passed for payment. 



Mr Easthope (Truant Officer) reported proceeding against two parents for electing not to send 
their children to school. Under the new Act no fines were inflicted, but if future any laxity 
occurred, fines would be inflicted. 
Messrs O'Leary, Rigg and Rev. D. J. Murray were appointed Visiting Committee for the 
month. 
9th December 1904 In forwarding his resignation to the Masterton School Committee, last 
evening, Mr C. Kent-Johnston urged the Committee to have the School Cadets provided with 
uniforms. At the last inspection parade, the Masterton Schoolboys looked painfully 
conspicuous in plain clothes. Rev. D. J. Murray that the uniforms had been on order for 
twelve months, and the firm to which the order was given, already had a contract to make up 
3,000 uniforms. The Chairman thought that they should be to hand by this time, and, after 
further remarks, it was decided to request Mr W. H. Jackson to urge upon the contractor to 
supply the uniforms. 
9th December 1904 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
Special Works Authorised. 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, Mr R. Brown (chairman), Rev. 
D. J. Murray and Mr J. Heyhoe, who were appointed to confer with Mr W. H. Jackson in 
reference to attending to the needs of the District High School, submitted a report making 
recommendations for special works to be carried out, involving a total expenditure of £50. In 
view of the fact that there is little probability of a High School being established in Masterton 
in the near future, it is the intention of the Committee to make the most of the existing 
conditions in making the school one of the most up-to-date and best appointed of its class in 
New Zealand. Special works or improvements-, which from time to time it may be deemed 
desirable to carry out, will be attended to by the Committee already named, whose business it 
will be to confer with Mr Jackson and make their recommendations to the School Committee. 
It was recommended, last evening, inter alia that hand and eye training (brush work) —as 
recommended by the Education Department—should be instituted free of cost to the scholars. 
For this an initiatory expenditure of approximately, £5 would be involved the property to be 
retained by the school. The sum of £15 was also recommended to be spent in special class 
readers, as recommended in the new regulations. These will be used in standards 3, 4, 5 and 6 
and will also be retained as the property of the school. These are books of such a character as 
will be calculated to encourage a desire for reading among the scholars, popular subjects 
having been chosen. An expenditure of £60 for asphalting and tarring and sanding at both 
schools is also included in the recommendations. The work will include flushing with tar and 
sand both the boys' and girls' play-grounds at the main school and also at the side school, and 
the formation of gas-lime footpaths at the side school. The recommendations, which were 
made after full investigation and consideration, were adopted by the School Committee, and 
will be given effect to within the next few weeks. Other improvements are contemplated and 
will be carried out as funds permit. 
16th December 1904 GIRLS' COLLEGIATE SCHOOL, MASTERTON. Annual Breaking 
Up There was a fairly large gathering of parents and friends of pupils at Miss L. E. 
Hampton's Girls' Collegiate School, Cole-street, yesterday afternoon, when the break-up of 
the school for the summer vacation took place. The schoolroom was tastefully decorated for 
the occasion, and specimens of the work of the pupils — handwriting, sketching, drawing, 



painting, mapping, etc. —were exhibited. The general standard of excellence evidenced was 
favourably commented on and may be considered creditable alike to teacher and pupils. 
The following report on the year's work was read by the principal, Miss L. E. Hampton :— 
The number of pupils has been small, but it has increased since we opened last February. We 
began with ten pupils ; eleven were on the roll next term, and the number rose to fourteen 
during the last three months, but two left at the half term. 
The attendance of some of the girls has been excellent, considering the very wet weather we 
had in winter. I shall refer to this again when the prizes are distributed. 
With regard to my method. I do not have " forms," as my predecessor, Miss Brown, did. The 
parents would notice in the terms' reports that I have two main divisions, upper and lower, 
with subdivisions . where necessary, but it would cause too much confusion to call these 
subdivisions by different names, as in several of the subjects all the upper division girls have 
the same general work, though I mark the younger pupils more leniently than the elder. I may 
say that I follow as much as possible the methods of my own college in Dunedin, knowing 
how successful it has always been in educating girls and teaching them thoroughness and 
carefulness. No one who has been a pupil at Girton College can help having a very high 
standard, and therefore the work done this year has not been satisfactory to me, though the 
marked improvement in many respects is very encouraging. I have often told the girls that I 
do not consider an examination really very good if the percentage is below 90 per cent; but 
all my efforts to rouse the girls' enthusiasm were not rewarded with ninety per cent, papers. 
Several girls, however, have made between eighty and ninety per cent., and next year they 
will try to do better. A prize will be given to everyone that makes 100 per cent, in any written 
examination. 
My chief aim is to make the girls do thorough work, and the parents will aid me greatly by 
seeing that due attention is given to the home-lessons. I do not prescribe more than can be 
learnt perfectly in two hours, and I wish no girl to sit longer over her books, provided that she 
has given her whole attention to the preparation. Lack of concentration is responsible, in great 
part, for the unsatisfactory results. A girl, of fifteen, should take her lessons seriously, 
because, at that age, she has only a few more years of school-life before her, and she cannot 
become a school-girl again; however much she may afterwards regret her laziness. The 
habits, formed at school, will surely influence her character, and that is why I emphasise the 
necessity of a pupil's cultivating accuracy and carefulness in all her work. Parents will see 
that I am justified in expressing my strong disapproval of school-girls' joining a night-class, 
such as gymnastics. It is quite impossible for a girl to do herself justice at school, when her 
home-lessons are neglected, as they must be, and it is not fair to her teacher that this should 
be so. 
As regards conduct, it should not be necessary to say that I think good manners are as 
important as well-learnt lessons, and, where there is misconduct, due punishment is given. In 
case there should be any misapprehension, I wish it to be understood. 
The parents will afterwards, I hope, inspect the drawings, etc., on the walls. There are a 
writing, a mapping, and an etching specimen from every pupil in the school. Miss Hilda has 
also shown some of her work, and hopes to form, next year, an adult class for etching or 
painting. A class I very much wish to form, is also one for English literature, to be held once 



a week. Literature is a most fascinating study, and the pleasure gained from even a cursory 
knowledge will repay one for the time spent in study. 
This ends my report and my remarks. Before we begin the programme, may 1 ask you to 
judge us leniently . This has been our first year, and good results are not usually attained in 
one year.—L. E. Hampton, B.A., Principal. 
The prizes were then awarded by the Lady Principal, as follows: —Upper Division —
English, geography and history, Vera Keith 1, Evelyn Fitton 2; arithmetic, Evelyn Fitton 1; 
Scripture, Vera Keith 1; drawing, writing, and mapping, Vera Keith 1 ; elocution, Constance 
McLachlan 1, Freda Redman 2 ; attendance, Agnes Ross 1, Vera Keith 2, Constance 
McLachlan h.c. Calisthenics, Constance McLachlan 1, Evelyn Fitton h.c.; best home 
exercises, Vera Keith 1; special prize for good work during last two terms, Muriel Hampton; 
painting, Agnes Ross (a parent's prize) 1; Perseverance and punctuality, Evelyn Fitton (a 
parent's prize) 1. Lower Division — Drawing, writing, and mapping, Lorna Younghusband (a 
parent's prize) 1; improvement, Elspeth Younghusband 1; highly commended for excellent 
work during the first two terms, Irene Logan. 
During the afternoon the following programme was rendered: —Pianoforte solo, "Mr De 
Ballet" (Chaminade), Miss Hampton; Psalm cxxi, Miss 0. McLachlan; recitation, " Wind and 
Sea," Miss M. Hampton ; Shakespeare, "Merchant of Venice," Shylock (a Jew), Miss V. 
Keith ; Bassanio (a gentleman), Miss C. McLachlan; Antonio (a merchant), Miss M Hampton 
; Song, selected, Mrs R. K. Jackson ; calisthenics, pupils— hand drills, seniors and juniors; 
pole drill, seniors; recitation, " Going an Errand," Miss F. Redman. 
After the distribution of prizes, afternoon tea was partaken of, and altogether a very pleasant 
afternoon was spent. 
 
17th December 1904 PRESENTATION TO MISS HOGG. 
Retirement of a Popular Pupil Teacher. 
Tokens of Appreciation and Esteem 
Just before the "break-up" of the Masterton District High School, yesterday, for the 
Christmas holidays, Miss Nellie Hogg was the recipient of presents from the scholars of her 
class, and from the headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson). 
On behalf of the scholars, Mr R. Brown (Chairman of the Masterton School Committee), 
presented Miss Hogg with a silver mounted smelling bottle. In his remarks, Mr Brown 
expressed the very great pleasure it gave him to hand to the teacher a token of affection from 
the scholars of her class. She had become very popular with the children and they were 
greatly attached to her. Their regret at her leaving was sincere ; and they would miss her very 
much. They all wished her success.in her future career. Miss Hogg was visibly affected by 
this evidence of the attachment of the scholars and briefly thanked them for their present and 
kind wishes. 
Mr Jackson presented Miss Hogg with a dressing case, and in doing so made mention of the 
fact that the departing teacher had spent the whole of her school life at the Masterton School. 
Entering the school as a little girl she had received her education there, and had now 
completed her apprenticeship as a pupil teacher. He remarked that she was one of the most 
popular members of the staff, and they all regretted very much that she now had to leave the 
school after such a long connection with it. 



Miss Hogg having passed all her degrees as a pupil-teacher, has to retire under the " Scale of 
Salaries Act," which makes no provision for the services of a teacher in her position being 
retained until an opening occurs as teacher. The regulation is very inequitable, and the matter 
was recently taken up by the Masterton School Committee, who are making an endeavour to 
get the Act amended. 
17th December 1904 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
I « 1 At the breaking-up of the Masterton District High School yesterday, the Chairman of the 
Committee (Mr B. Brown) presented the following good attendance certificates for year 
1904:  
Senior Secondary Class.—First class certificate, ' Sidney Jackson 1 and Dorothy Jackson ; 
second-class, Vera Edwards. 
 Junior Secondary Class. —First class certificate, Amy Shaw and Earl Huston ; second-class, 
Berthel Syverston.  
Sixth Standard.—First-class certificate, Ross Burridge ; second class, Arthur Harrod.  
Fifth Standard.— First-class certificate, Mary Campbell, Lavinia Tait, Milton Archer, George 
Elliott, and Robert Cameron ; second-class, Christina McKenzie, Annie Fraser, Douglas 
Hipkins, and Arthur Ward.  
Fourth Standard.—First class certificate—Myrtle Reed,' Meredith Ewart, Joseph Ewington, 
Ferdinand Hartmann ;. second class, Joseph Darville, Harry Whitton.  
Third Standard.—First-class certificate.—Arnold Hadley, Richard Webber, Alec McKenzie, 
and Percy Fly; second-class, Sybil Cameron, Kate Shaw, Nilla Hyde, Monica Millward, John 
Towers, Stanley Sreeves, Arthur Whittaker, Ivan Gray, Albert Lewin, Douglas Fraser, and 
Philip Shaw.  
Second Standard. — First class certificate, Isaac Wyber and Frank Henson ; second class, 
Zelma Hooper, Bertram Harrod and Willian Lenz.  
First Standard. —First class certificate, Herbert Biggs, Leo yon Keisenberg and Peter 
Hartmann; second class, Eric Tooby and Walter Leach.  
Infant Class.—Second class certificate, Mabel Budd and Sydney Pragnell.  
SIDE SCHOOL. Second Standard. — Second class certificate, Olive Andrews and Frank 
Stains.  
First Standard.—First class certificate, Violet Ewington ; second class, Willie Towers. 
Infant Class. —Second class certificate. — Arthur Levick, Edgar Barratt, Robert Davey, 
Darnell Davey, Eiola Andrew and Jennie Stains.  
To obtain a first class certificate a pupil is required to attend every time the school is open 
during the year. A pupil absent not more than five times during the year is entitled to a 
second class certificate. 
17th December 1904 Masters Leslie and Aubrey Israel, two old Masterton District 
Schoolboy's, have been distinguishing themselves in Napier. The latter came in a good first in 
the three-quarter-mile bicycle race, at the Napier District School Sports, and the former 
repeated his record of two years ago in the annual examination of the High School— viz., 
obtaining the possible for mathematics (100 per cent, in arithmetic and algebra). Master 
Leslie Israel also obtained first prize for Latin. He has now left school and entered the service 
of the local Bank of New South Wales. 



20th December 1904 Two of the children attending the Masterton District High School (writes 
our correspondent) have an unbroken record of eight years’ attendance. They have attended 
the school 2500 consecutive times. Two other scholars were at school every day during the 
past year, and under exceptional circumstances. Their mother died in the course of the year, 
but the children went to school as usual, .-.and on the morning of the funeral even went to 
school without breakfast, having no one to attend to their wants. This may, perhaps, be worth 
the attention of the headmaster of Wellington College. 
20th December 1904 MISS NICHOLLS' PRIVATE SCHOOL. 
Breaking-up for the Holidays Presentation of Prizes by Mr E. Rawson. 
An entertainment, in connection with the " break-up " for the summer vacation, was given in 
St. Matthew's Schoolroom, last evening, by the pupils of Miss A. M. Nicholls' Kindergarten 
School. A very interesting programme of songs, rounds, and recitations was given by the 
children, all of whom appeared to be thoroughly interested in their work. The second half of 
the programme was a fairy play, "Little Bo-peep," in which the characters were all well 
taken. Master Victor Jones, as " Humpty Dumpty," kept the audience thoroughly amused. 
The other parts were taken as follow :—" Mother Goose," Edna Lewis ;' Jack," Jack Elliott; " 
Bo peep," Gwendoline Rawson; " Boy Blue," Beatrice Mackersey ; " Ruth," Ofa Ross; "Fairy 
Sunbeam," Rina Duncan. The programme was much enjoyed by the large audience of parents 
and "friends of scholars who were present. 
Mr E. Rawson, who presented the prizes, said he felt great pleasure in doing so. He 
congratulated Miss Nicholls on the excellent work she had accomplished in the two years 
which had elapsed since she started the school. She had made her beginning in a very small 
way, but by dine of perseverance and hard work had achieved a very creditable success. The 
school had also supplied a long-felt want in Masterton. The public schools were very 
necessary, but they laboured under disabilities, that were obviated in a private school, 
especially regarding the moral culture of the children. Personally speaking, he would prefer 
to see his children having to earn their livelihood by hard physical toil than have their moral 
training neglected for the sake of cramming them with "ologies." Teachers of children had a 
sacred trust imposed upon them, and in Miss Nicholls they had one who was true to that trust. 
In her they had an example of all that was thorough and honourable and Christianly; she had 
gained the love and esteem of every scholar. Before distributing the prizes among the 
scholars, Mr Rawson presented to Miss Nicholls, on their behalf, a silver-mounted hair brush. 
The list of prizes was as follows : — Attendance : 1st, Ofa Ross ; 2nd, Rina Duncan. Merit: 
Standard 4. Jean Sellar ; standard o , equal, Rina Duncan and Gwendoline Rawson. General 
improvement : Edna Lewis. Merit: Standard 1, 1st, Calvert Moore; 2nd, Alfred Hollings ; 
Upper Primer, Nella Pragnell; Lower Primer, Dorice Hollings. Excellent conduct: Senior 
class, Rina Duncan; junior class, Beatrice Mackersey. Scripture prize: Jem Sellar. Sewing : 
Senior class, R. Duncan ; junior class, Nella Pragnell. Drill: J. Elliott. A number of other 
appropriate prizes were distributed among the children of the lower classes 
 

1904	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
25th January Reopened school after Xmas vacation. Received 24 new dual desks. Gallery 
removed in classroom 



26th Mr Larsen Pupil Teacher commenced duty 
1st February In compliance with Mr Dorset’s request have sent all spare desks to Petone- 7 
dual and 3 infant desks 
Have sent 13 dual desks to Side School to complete furnishing of classroom for Standard 1& 
II with dual desks 
11th February Forwarded to Committee receipt in full (£42) for last piano obtained by me for 
the school. Have recommended that the three pianos the property of the committee be insured 
for £100 
15th Paid Messrs Barker and Finlay £4 7 0 for typewriter supplies and duplicator 
18th School was closed yesterday for the Masterton A & P Show the committee having 
arranged with the Board for the holiday to be granted 
Mr J G W Aitken Mayor of Wellington and Mr W Allan member of the Board visited the 
school today 
19th Visited Side School Today 
23rd Mr A W Hogg M H R member of the Board visited school today 
24th On Monday night & Last night I managed- with the assistance of Mr Burns, Mr Bunting, 
Mr Thwaites & Mr Larsen- a Biographical Entertainment given by the Coober and 
Macdermoll company. For the use of appliances & services of operators the proprietors  
received half the net proceeds, the school library receiving the other half. The library benefits 
to the amount of  £10- 16- 3 
Dr Valentine Assistant health officer, Mr Dobson Borough Engineer, Mr Dolby Sanitary 
Inspector & Mr Brown chairman of the School Committee visited the school in connection 
with the new closets 
29th February Miss L Robinson completed her engagement today 
Mr Turnbull;  Board’s architect, visited the school again today in connection with the new 
closets, which were supposed to be completed. He insisted on very extensive alterations & on 
the work as a whole being finished in a better manner 
1st March Miss Irene Murray commenced duty today as pupil teacher in place of Miss 
Robinson retired by the Board 
4th Very wet. A circus matinee took place this afternoon. No children absent from school or it 
& no scholars were found hanging round the circus tent during preparations 
7th Miss Wolff absent today. Her sister and child are ill with influenza & Miss Wolff 
remained to look after them 
9th Wet during morning. Mr Israel visited school 
11th Mr Turnbull architect to the Board visited school yesterday and inspected the new closets 
& alterations ordered on his previous visit. On the assurance of Mr Temple, manager for the 
contractor that one or two little matters would be attended to the work was passed & I was 
authorised to take possession of the building. 
School Committee met last night. In my report I recommended that the T L T grants should 
be made to the Board in order to that the subsidy provided for in section 13 of the Secondary 
School Act can be obtained for the school. The committee unanimously agreed to my 
suggestion & appointed chairman and myself to carry out the arrangement 
Related to School Committee the need of repairs & asphalt at Side School 



15th Reginald Cairns broke his left arm at school during mid-day interval today. He and 
another boy were racing along the horizontal ladder when he let go his hold and fell breaking 
his arm 
18th A holiday observed yesterday. St Patrick’s day Examined Standard 1 & 2 at side school 
21st Annual rep cricket match took place today (Monday) the weather not permitting the 
game being played on Saturday as arranged. Have permitted Mr Charters to be away at 
Carterton with our boys in the team. Mr Thwaites took most of the work in Senior Secondary 
Today 
Wrote to Secretary of Ed Board re T L T grants & subsidies & re secondary regulations 
22nd Examining at Side School 
23rd At side school for a short time 
25th Mr Charters absent all day through illness 
Completed examination of side school 
Standard 1 & 2 work very forward. P 1 and Ii getting into slate, slate irregular in ruling 
consequently no uniformity in writing 
28th Mr Charters absent today through illness 
        Miss Murray    “            “”        “         “ 
Examined Standard 1 today. Work not strong. Received from Secretary of Committee £1 a 
grant by Education Department on the recommendation of supervisor (Rev Murray) for use 
of rooms for examination of C. S. & Teacher. Have paid amount to Miss Wolff for pictures 
for infant room 
29th Miss Bunting absent (Standard 1& 2 Side school) 
Have sent Mr Larsen to relieve. Miss Murray absent. Examined Standard V today 
30th Miss Bunting absent. Miss Murray returned to her duty today 
Examined Standard III today 
31st Closed school this afternoon for Easter Holidays Posted to secretary of Board quarterly 
return, monthly return, secondary return and salaries voucher 
6th April Forwarded re Secretary of Board yesterday, annual report on secondary classes 
School  reopened today. Very wet. Mr Bunting absent, Miss Murray also both through illness. 
Miss Bunting resumed duty, having been absent three days nursing her mother 
Took 4th Standard in examination work 
Miss Roberts the proprietor of the Imperial (Registered) system of dressmaking called re 
school classes in dressmaking 
7th Drenching Southerly. Mr Bunting absent. Miss Murray absent 
Hade fire made in all rooms 
11th Mr Bunting returned to duty, also Miss Murray. Visited Side School 
14th School Committee meeting. Reported reopening of cookery classes and need of room, re 
new closets and southerly weather, re Broken attendance, Easter Week 
15th Committee at its meeting last night resolved to ask Board to provide cooking room 
18th Mr G Hogben inspector general of schools visited Masterton on Friday Evening (15th) to 
confer with representatives of local bodies regarding the proposal to establish a High School 
at Masterton. In connection with the matter Mr Hogben visited the school on Saturday to 
inspect  rooms used for secondary classes 
19th Miss Iorns Pupil Teacher absent through illness 



21st Miss Iorns returned to duty today 
25th Very wet Attendance low 
Miss Millington again took cookery classes in Drill Hall  Trustees of Kuripuni Hall ask 5/- 
per week for use of room (5/- = 5 shillings) 
26th The School Committee  election  took place in the Drill Hall last night. Very small 
attendance of voters. Mr J Murray and Mr J C Ewington declined re-election & Messrs W A 
Fendall & R K Jackson were elected in their place. Mr R Brown was reelected chairman 
28th Miss Munro absent all day on leave to see he sister off to England 
2nd May Mr Gardener a teacher from America visited school today and saw a good deal of the 
work of the different classes 
Miss Munro absent part of the day attending to some legal matters in connection with her 
family 
3rd Miss Munro absent on account of her Grandmother’s death 
5th Miss Munro absent. Miss Hogg absent- illness 
6th Miss Munro and Miss Hogg returned to duty 
9th Mr Charters absent. While playing football on Saturday he sustained an injury to a rib & 
will be absent some days I understand. Have given Mr Thwaites charge of the class 
12th At the School Committee last evening the committee on my recommendation decided to 
ask the Board to have the school buildings painted, inside and outside 
13th Truant Officer visited school this afternoon. Took up an hour and a half of my time 
16th Mr Charters returned to his duties after an absence of a week 
The attendance in the Senior Secondary class is much reduced by mumps 
18th Mrs Osman called to see me in connection with the stealing of a purse by her boy 
Mrs Riddle of Taueru School called with Truant Officer concerning the boy Harvey Sewell. 
It was arranged  that the boy should go to Taueru with Mrs Riddle and  should attend school 
there 
23rd May Received for custody for No 1 cadet corps from Mr Burns £6/17/6 less 6/6 paid to 
Greytown boys 
25th Empire Day celebration was carried out at this school on the afternoon of the 23rd & a  
whole holiday observed yesterday 24th. At the celebration addresses were delivered by the 
chairman Mr R Brown, Rev D Murray, Mr R K Jackson and Myself 
27th The last three days have been very wet & the attendance has suffered. The senior 
secondary class ism much reduced by an epidemic of mumps. The classes are free or nearly 
so, from the complaint 
30th In consequence of  a complaint by one of eh girls attending the cookery class that lumps 
of dough had been stuck in her hair by other girls, during the lessons I visited the class this 
afternoon and inquired of Miss  Millington regarding the matter. The latter said she knew 
nothing of the matter and pointed out it was difficult for her to supervise effectively owing to 
the fact that a table was on the stage while the other had to be placed on the floor! On my 
visits to her class I have generally found the discipline somewhat loose.’ 
Mr Thwaites obtained leave of absence for this week to attend the funeral of his father in 
Canterbury 
6th June Mr Thwaites returned to duty toady 



Miss Hogg and Miss Chamberlain an hour late this morning owing to their having to take 
through mishap to vehicle 
8th I received today a letter from Mrs Barrett mother of William Barrett in Standard 4 
complaining of a punishment given her lad by Mr Bunting. The boy had received a bow on 
the ear with the cane & and a bad mark was the result. I find that the boy had been talking & 
inattentive & the teacher gave him a cut on the back with a cane, but in doing so caught the 
boy’s ear through the boy trying to dodge the blow. I have told Mr Bunting that he must  
confine his punishments to the hands of his scholars 
10th At the School Committee meeting last night it was decided to connect the school with het 
telephone service & also to install gas in the school rooms 
The visiting members Messrs Rigg, O’Leary and the Reverend D J Murray were authorised 
to arrange for the purchase of one of the typewriters for school use 
The Truant officer attended school this afternoon & spent nearly the whole afternoon in 
interviewing irregular children  
The visiting members attended at 3.30 & discussed with me re the matters dealt with at the 
School Committee meeting 
13th The hockey team of the girls’ club visited Carterton on Saturday last in charge of Miss 
Nelson and Myself to play a match against Carterton Ladies Club 
16th Mr Saker  Father of Lucy Saker Standard 5- called to see me last night in reference to a 
punishment given to his girl by Mr Thwaites. I find the punishment consisted of a cut on each 
hand with the cane the offence being disobedience. The girl fully deserved punishment but 
the two strokes appear to be unduly hard & I have felt bound to warn Mr Thwaites against 
inflicting such severer cuts 
20th Mr Fleming addressed the teachers of this district in the Masterton School on Saturday 
last. The attendance was very large- The largest gathering of teachers I have seen in the 
school. Mr Fleming explained the new syllabus and made suggestions of a practise kind to 
the teacher’s present 
Mr P Hockley- representative for Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs attended and displayed 
samples of the school publication of his firm. The whole of these were left with me to be 
placed in the Teacher’s reference library  
22nd June Ordered “Animals of New Zealand” 10/6 for teacher’s library 
27th The school was connected with the telephone service on Saturday last 
28th Mr Fleming visited school today 
30th At side school today.  Drawing charts for Standard 1 & 2 required and drinking mugs for 
taps 
18th July School reopened after mid-winter holiday 
During the holiday I obtained the following electrical apparatus from Messrs Turnbull and 
Jones. Wellington  
Two dry battery cells, one secondary battery, One amp meter 
1st April Miss Chamberlain absent- illness 
2nd Miss Bunting and Miss Iorns absent- illness 
3rd Miss Bunting and Miss Chamberlain absent – illness 
4th Miss Bunting, chamberlain and Iorns absent.- illness 



The weather has ben very cold & wet during eh past few days & influenza prevalent among 
staff 
5th Miss Irons absent- illness 
8th Miss Murray absent- illness 
11th Mr Charters absent- illness 
12th Reported to committee Mr Fleming’s recommendation re side school playground 
15th Commenced to examine school prior to the examination- visit due at the beginning of 
next month 
 
Then a number of blank pages and end of this Log book . All schools had to keep a log and as 
a pure guess I think Mr W H Jackson having acquired two typewriters would have written a 
log using the typewriters and they were not retained (Just an educated guess). Next Masterton 
School log started 1923 
 

1905 
1905 711 Masterton Jackson William H D1 Headmaster £347 $54,878 
1905 711 Masterton Burns BA Andrew N B1 Assistant Master £235 $37,165 
1905 711 Masterton Wolff Rosabell E1 Mistress £165 $26,095 
1905 711 Masterton Bunting Nelson D2 Assistant Master £150 $23,723 
1905 711 Masterton Sutton Howard H D4 Assistant Master £140 $22,141 
1905 711 Masterton York Mary Licensed Assistant Female £115 $18,187 
1905 711 Masterton Munro Isabella E1 Assistant Female £110 $17,397 
1905 711 Masterton McGregor Lois D2 Assistant Female £100 $15,815 
1905 711 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth E2 Assistant Female £80 $12,652 
1905 711 Masterton Larsen Richard C  Male Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,698 
1905 711 Masterton Iorns Ivy P  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £50 $7,908 
1905 711 Masterton Iorns Olive E E5 Female Pupil Teacher 5 £50 $7,908 
1905 711 Masterton Smith Louise D5 Female Pupil Teacher 5 £50 $7,908 
1905 711 Masterton McGregor Katherine  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $7,117 
1905 711 Masterton Messenger Rhoda  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,326 
1905 711 Masterton Murray Irene J  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,326 
1905 711 Masterton Charters BA A B  Secondary   
1905 711 Masterton Wilson MA Marion K  Secondary   

         
10th January 1905 The tarring and sanding work recently authorised by the Masterton School 
Committee has been commenced at the District High School. The asphalting of the floor of 
the. boys' shelter shed will also be commenced' shortly. 
13th January 1905 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Monthly Meeting. 



The usual monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Technical 
School last evening. There were present—Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. Carpenter, H. 
O'Leary, J. Heyhoe, W. A. Fendall, R. K. Jackson, and Rev. D. J. Murray. 
The Treasurer reported a debit balance of £12 4s. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster, furnished the following statement with regard to the pupils 
of the Sixth Standard who qualified for free places in the secondary classes at the District 
High School at last examination:— Number of children examined, 42; number passed, 39 ; 
certificates of proficiency granted, 26 ; competency, 13 ; number raised to secondary classes, 
26. 
The Education Board wrote, informing the Committee that with regard to the retention of 
pupil teachers at the expiration of their five years' apprenticeship, the matter is beyond the 
power of the Board as the Act stands at present. 
The Education Board wrote regretting the loss of capitation caused by the irregularity of 
secondary pupils, The matter, it was pointed out, was a difficult one to deal with effectively 
in face of the fact that the system is primarily free. The matter had been referred to the 
Department with a view to its drafting regulations for the whole colony. 
A Committee consisting of Messrs R. Brown, R. X, Jackson, and Rev. Murray were 
appointed to go into the matter and report at the next meeting of the Committee. It was also 
resolved that the deputation which is to wait on the Education Board on January 26th with, 
regard to other matters is to bring this question before its notice. 
Mr O'Leary reported the work of asphalting at the School was progressing satisfactorily. The 
Committee was left standing until the completion of this work. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter and W. A. Fendall. 
26th January 1905 A special meeting of the Masterton, School Committee was held last 
evening, to consider a request which had been received that a half-holiday be granted to the 
school children on the day of the Hospital Floral Fete. There were present: Messrs R. Brown 
(chairman), R. Rigg, J. Heyhoe, J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary, R. K. Jackson, and Rev. D. J. 
Murray. The Chairman said that personally he was in favour of the holiday being granted as 
requested, but the headmaster"(Mr W. H. Jackson) thought that it might disorganise the 
school, as it. came so close to both the Christmas holidays and the holiday on Show Day. 
After the matter had been discussed it was decided to recommend the Education Board to 
grant a half-holiday on the day of the Fete ; and, also, a half holiday on the People's Day of 
the Masterton Show. 
27th January 1905 DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOLS. 
Masterton Requirements 
Fees for Non- Attendance 
The Wellington Education Board yesterday afternoon received a deputation from Masterton 
in regard to certain educational matters. The matters brought forward 
were 
(1) The enlargement-of the present District High School. 
(2) The necessity of devising some means by which pupils of District High Schools who 
failed in the attendance regulations should be compelled to pay fees. 
(3). The case of those pupil-teachers who, having served their time, arc, by the Teachers' 
Salaries Act, no longer retained in the schools. 



Mr R. Brown, chairman of the Masterton District High School Committee, said the question 
of accommodation at the Masterton School urgently needed attention. The secondary work 
was now being carried on under great difficulties. The cookery classes had to be conducted in 
an unsuitable place in another part of the town. 
The chairman (Mr Lee) said the Board's inspectors had reported fully on the requirements of 
the Masterton School, but the fact was the Board was not just now in a position to meet 
liabilities of this kind. The building grant had been largely overdrawn. The present financial 
year was now drawing to a close, and the Board would then have a fresh grant to draw upon. 
The Board's overdraft was limited. It has been trying to put its finances in order, and he was 
pleased to say that they were getting into better order. As soon as the Board saw its way, it 
was quite prepared to do what was reasonable, not only to Masterton, but to other districts. 
High School accommodation was the burning question just now. 
On the question of retaining the services of pupil-teachers, the chairman said the Board was 
doing its very best to find temporary employment for these teachers, and he was pleased to 
say that nearly all the teachers who came under the Act had been temporarily provided for. 
Mr John Heyhoe urged on the Board the necessity of placing the Committee in the position of 
enforcing the fees on those pupils who failed to make the 'necessary attendance at the District 
High School. 
It was decided, on the motion of Mr McDonald, seconded by Mr Hogg—"That the Board 
authorises committees where district high schools are established to charge the fees set out in 
the regulations under the Act ; to all pupils who fail to make 80 per cent of the attendances, 
except where satisfactory reason is given for such non-attendance ; such fees to be paid to the 
salaries fund of the District High School." 
As to -increased accommodation at Masterton, Mr Hogg moved that application be made to 
the Government for a grant of £500 for this purpose, and that, in the meantime, the chairman 
and inspector be authorised to invite tenders for a suitable building. 
3rd February 1905 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
Necessity for Enlargement of 
Present Building. 
Deputation to Colonel Pitt. 
The Rev. D. J.  Murray and Mr R. Brown (Chairman of the Masterton School Committee) 
waited on Colonel Pitt (Acting Minister of Education) at the Club Hotel, last evening, in 
reference to the proposal to build an addition to the District High School. 
Rev. Murray placed the position fully before the Colonel and asked for his assistance in 
obtaining a grant of £500 for this work, which was an absolute necessity. He pointed out that 
the Trust Lands Trust had promised £150 towards equipping the rooms when they were built. 
He emphasised the fact that there was not sufficient room for properly carrying on the 
primary work, so congested was the condition of the school. Owing to the new syllabus 
making cookery a compulsory subject for teachers as well as pupils, a room in which to carry 
on the practical work would have to be provided. It was also pointed. out that Masterton was 
the centre of an agricultural district, and consequently agricultural chemistry was a most 
necessary subject to be taught. For this, not only rooms but tanks and a laboratory for the 
chemical treatment of manures were necessary. The Committee, the speaker assured the 
Colonel, were not mere faddists, nor was the District High School any longer in an 



experimental stage (six scholars having in the recent examination passed in matriculation and 
solicitors , general knowledge, and four in the junior Civil Service exam.) It would be seen 
from these facts that they had the material and the workmen, but the great need was a more 
commodious workshop. 
- The Colonel thanked Mr Murray for the lucid manner in which he had explained the whole 
matter. He had himself, he said, visited the school during the afternoon and had seen that 
there were too many desks in the rooms, and when he learned that three pupils were obliged 
to be seated at desks that were only meant for two, he quite agreed that it was a matter for 
urgent attention. As soon as he returned to Wellington he would place the facts of the case 
before Mr Seddon, as Minister for Education. So far as he was concerned he would do his 
utmost to get the increased accommodation. It would, however, rest with the Education Board 
to make formal application for the grant of .£SOO. 
After assuring the Colonel that the matter had been urged upon the Board, and also thanking 
him for his cordial reception, the deputation withdrew: 
The. result of the deputation is considered to be highly satisfactory, and Messrs Murray and 
Brown have now sanguine, hopes that the work of providing extra accommodation at the 
school will be carrie:! out in the near future. 
7th February 1905 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
Mr It. K. Jackson has given notice to move at the School Committee meeting, on Thursday 
evening:--'" (1! That this Committee award, yearly, a prize of £5 to the pupil who obtains the 
greatest number of marks in the compulsory subjects of the matriculation examination of the 
University of New Zealand, and a prize of £3 in like manner in respect of the Junior Civil 
Service examination. " (2) That provision should bs made in the Masterton District High 
School for the instruction of pupils in Standards V. and VI. in the subjects of the 
matriculation and Junior Civil Service examinations, in order that every pupil may have the 
chance of passing these examinations at or before the age of 15 years. " (3) That, if this is not 
practicable, a preparatory class be formed in the Secondary Department into which the 
children of all parents who so desire it, may be placed and instructed in such subjects, 
notwithstanding that such pupils may not have passed the 5th or 6th standard." 
8th February 1905 In consequence of the Park Concert taking place to-morrow night the 
meeting of the Masterton School has been postponed until Friday next at 8 p.m. at the 
Technical School 
11th February 1905 Mr R. K. Jackson's Notice of Motion. Ail ihe Proposals Negatived. The 
following motions, of which Mr R. K. Jackson  had given notice, wen\ brought before the 
Masterton School Committee for discussion, last evening:—" (1) That this award, yearly, a 
prize of £5 to yietho pupil who obtains the greatest number of marks in the compulsory 
subjects of the matriculation examination of the University of New Zealand, and a prize of £3 
|n like manner in respect of the Junior Civil Service examination. (2) That provision .should 
be made in the Masterton District High School for the instruction of pupils in Standards V. 
and VI. in the subjects of the matriculation and Junior Civil Service examinations, in order 
that every pupil may have the of passing these examinations at or"*' Before the age of fifteen 
years. (3) That, if this is jt not practicable, a preparatory class be formed in the Secondary 
Department into which the children of all parents, who so desire it, may be placed and 
instructed in such subjects, notwithstanding that such pupils may not have passed the fifth 



and sixth standard." Rev. MURRAY raised an objection on the grounds that notice of motion 
had not been given at the proper time. Th? CHAIRMAN stated that there was no standing 
orders for the conduct of business and ruled that the propositions could be moved. Mr 
JACKSON then move J the first clause as a separate motion, and in doing so said that in most 
secondary schools prizes were awarded. This had not hitherto been done in Masterton, on 
account of some objection which had been raised on the grounds that it would not promote 
good feeling. He did not agree with this view. Of course, he was assuming that it would be 
legal to award prizes—he had not looked into the matter but thought it could be done in some 
way. The District High School was the best institution they had at present for higher 
education, and they should encourage teachers and pupils to obtain the best results possible. 
Mr RIGG seconded the motion pro forum. Mr MURRAY opposed the motion. He doubted 
whether the Committee could legally carry out the suggestion, and, if they could, he did not 
think it would be desirable. He doubted even whether they could ascertain the marks gained, 
for the purpose of awarding prizes. Mr FENDALL supported the view taken by Mr Murray 
and cited an instance in which a school committee had been compelled to refund out of their 
own pockets money spent in this manner. In any case, he considered it would be infra dhj to 
offer pecuniary reward to pupils who had secured such honours. Mr JACKSON said his 
object was not so much to get the motion carried as to bring the matter forward for 
discussion. If the motion was not carried now he would bring it up in different form at some 
future time. They could probably approach the Trust Lands Trust in the matter. In regard to 
ascertaining the number of marks gained, as questioned by Mr Murray, he believed this could 
be done by applying to the University. The motion was negatived. The CHAIRMAN 
suggested that before the second part of the notice of motion was discussed by the Committee 
that it should be referred to the headmaster for his opinion. *0 Mr JACKSON did not agree to 
this, and formally moved the second part of the motion. Mr RIGG again seconded pro forma. 
Mr MURRAY opposed. He pointed out that it would mean an alteration in the syllabus, and 
this was beyond the power of either the School Committee or the Education Board. Mr 
HEYHOE expressed the opinion that they could affirm a principle and make a 
recommendation to the Board if considered advisable. Mr FENDALL opposed the resolution 
on the same grounds as Mr Murray. Mr JACKSON said he was sorry some of the 
Committee-' were holding to technicalities ;he simply wanted them—as Mr Heyhce had 
suggested---to affirm a principle. He considered there was something wrong with the present 
system, otherwise—all other things being equal—there would have been more pupils 
presented at the recent examinations. The motion was again lost. The third clause was then 
moved by Mr Jackson, who remarked that at present a goxl deal of time was wasted by pupils 
on subjects which were not necessary for the profession marked out for them. He thought 
parents should have the right to decide this matter. Mr HEYHOE seconded the motion pro Mr 
MURRAY remarked that this last clause was the worst of all. It could only be carried into 
effect by an amendment of the " Secondary Schools Act. ,, To his mind, the whole of the 
proposals revealed hasty preparation, and were opposed to the best interests of the school. Mr 
FENDALL also opposed. He considered the matter should have been referred to the 
headmaster. Mr JACKSON remarked that members of the Committee were mistaken if they 
thought- he was going to " tickle the sensibilities " of the Headmaster before bringing a 
motion before the Committee. He was convinced that thsre was something practicable in his 



suggestion, and he would take the opportunity of again bringing the matter up at some future 
time. The motion was lost. 
11th February 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present : Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. 
Carpenter, W. A. Fendall, J. Heyhoe R. Rigg, H. O'Leary, and Rev. D. J. Murray. 
A letter was received from the Education Board, stating that instructions had boon given for 
plans to be prepared for two additional rooms at the District High School. When tenders were 
called, the Department would be at once approaches for the necessary money. 
The Secretary to the Education Board complained that he had received no particulars of 
certain expenditure of subsidy at the District High School: The matter was referred to the 
special sub-Committee to report to next meeting. 
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Education Board, asking the result of the 
Conference with reference! to collecting District High School fees. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the two weeks ended on the 3rd 
inst :- 
Attendance.--Main School: Roll (501), average attendance 532, percentage of attendance 87. 
Side School: Roll 151, average attendance 12G, percentage of attendance S3. Secondary 
Classes : Roll 73, average attendance (56, percentage of attendance 90. The attendance, for 
the two weeks was fairly satisfactory. The accompanying long list of absentees includes the 
names of thirty-one scholars whose parents have permitted them to extend the Christmas 
vacation by a week or more. 
Miss Wolff returned to her duties on the 6th inst., a fortnight's leave having been granted to 
her on account of illness. Miss Ivy Iorns, a pupil teacher from the staff of the Rintoul-streel 
School, Wellington, has been appointed to the staff to fill the vacancy caused by the 
retirement of Miss Nellie Hogg. 
Mr Robert Lee, Chairman of the Education Board, visited the school on Tuesday last. He 
inspected the class-rooms and agreed that additional accommodation was urgently needed. 
He approved of the site selected for the new rooms. He expressed himself as being well 
pleased with the working of the secondary classes, and with the scheme of work. 
Four new pupils were admitted to the secondary department on the re-opening of school after 
the Christmas vacation, and fifteen left at the end of the quarter. The total roll at the present 
date is seventy-three. The number of pupils who" qualified, for capitation last quarter was 
seventy-seven. 
13th February 1905 A deputation, from the Masterton School Committee, recently waited on 
the Education Board, with reference to retaining pupil teachers, after the completion of their 
five : years' apprenticeship. The following letter has now been received from the Board: " 
Under the regulations we are not permitted to keep a pupil teacher after the end of the fifth 
year, but the Board always looks well after the interests of those who have been trained in its 
service at the present time; for instance, there are no ex pupil teachers unemployed if they 
desire employment, and all pupil teachers of average ability can, by steady application, 
qualify for a certificate at the end of the period of apprenticeship." 
28th February 1905 Miss Nellie Hogg, who is doing relieving, teacher's work at 
Martinborough school just now, received an agreeable surprise the other day in the shape of a 



gold locket and neck chain, presented by the assistants and pupil-teachers of the Masterton 
school. The gift, , which was quite Unanticipated, has been very warmly acknowledged. 
The following  team will represent the Masterton School Cadets in a shooting match at Grey 
town, on Saturday next :~-R. McGregor, H. Rhodes, L. Mason, T.. Meredith, E. Mackersey, 
G. Scrimgeour F De Lisle, S. Seivers, G. Pilmer, R. Renall, J. Rawson, and B. Waddington 
6th March 1905 PUBLIC SCHOOL CADETS. 
Annual Shooting Competition. 
(Special to Daily Times) 
At the Papawai range, last Saturday, the Wairarapa Battalion of Public School Cadets held 
their second annual shooting competition. Major Parkinson was in command, and there were 
nearly sixty entries for the Rifle Association Match and eight teams for the Teams Mutch. 
The Championship was open to the twenty highest aggregates in those two matches. The 
representatives of the Masterton District High School Cadets, under Captain Burns, were 
particularly successful, for besides winning the Battalion Shield they secured twelve 
individual prizes. The principal scores were .as follow: — 
Rivle Association Match (100 and 200 
yards, 7 shots). Score. Pvt. Rhodes, Massterton, 10s CO Corp. Skcet. Greytown, 7s Cd 5!) 
Pvt. Gazley, Greytown, 7s 6d 58 Sgt. McGregor, Masterton, 7s 6d ... 54 Sgt. Hughes, 
Pahiatua, 7s Gd 53 Sgt. Conliife, Mangatainoka, 5s ... 53 Sgt. Waldcn, Greytown, 5s ... ... 53 
Corp. Renall, Masterton, 5s ... • ... 52 Pvt. Tally, Greytown, 5s 51 Pvt. Waddington, 
Masterton, 4s ... 51 Lieut. Drummond, Greytown, is ... 51 Pvt. McKinley, Pahiatua, 4s 51 
Pvt. Westlake, Pahiatua, 4s 50 Pvt. Horton, Pahiatua, 4s 50 Pvt. Meredith, Masterton, 2s 6d ... 
50 Pvt, Do Lisle, Masterton, 2s 6d ... 49 Pvt. Rawson, Masterton, 2s Gd • ... 49 Pvt, 
Pilkington, Mangatainoka, 2s 6d 49 Pvt. Mackersey, Masterton, 2s Gd • ... 48 Pvt, 
Messenger, Masterton, 2s 6d ... 48 Lieut, Feast, Greytown, 2s 6d 48 Pvt, Sievers, Masterton, 
2s Gd 4G Teams' Match, for Challenge Shield (100 and 200 yards, 7 shots). Masterton No. 
1— Yds. Yds. 100 200 Tl. Pvt, Rhodes 32 32—61 Sere;t, McGreeor 33 25—58 Pvt. 
Messenger 31 21-52 Corp. Renall 31 21—52 Pvt. Waddington 27 22 40 275 Masterton No. 
2--Pvt. Meredith 30 30-GO Pvt. Mackersey 30 27—57 Pvt, Sievers ... ... 28 25—53 Pvt. 
Rawson 26 25—51 Pvt, De Lisle 26 20—16 267 Greytown 257 Pahiatua 245 Mangatainoka 
233 Featherston 229 Greytown No. 2 219 Carterton 181 Championship Match (200 and 300 
yards, 5 shots). Three trophies presented by W.F.C.A. Yds. Yds. 200 300 Tl. Pvt. Gazely (G) 
21 15-36 Pvt, Mackersey (M) ... 23 13—36 Pvt. Meredith (M) 22 13—35 Sergt. Hughes (P) 
10 12—31 Pvt. Tulley (G) ... ... 15 15-30 
 
7th March 1905 A rather grim game is being played by youngsters attending the Masterton 
school. Two " men " go out scrub-cutting, another creeps up apparently unseen, shoots one of 
them and bolts. " Detectives " are immediately sent in pursuit, the runaway captured and 
eventually hanged, the school roller serving as a gallows. This new game is called " Ellis." 
8th March 1905 At the recent examination at Invercargill, Miss May Chamberlain, of the 
Masterton School staff, obtained a partial D certificate 
10th March 1905. Acting on a recommendation from the Headmaster, the Masterton School 
Committee have decided to suggest to the Board that a holiday be granted on St. Patrick's 
Day instead of Labour day. 



10th March 1905 The monthly-.mooting of the Masterton School Committee was held in .tlte 
Technical School last evening: There' wore present: Messrs H. Brown (Chairman), H, 
O'Leary, R. K. Jackson, J. Carpenter and W. A. Fendall Leave of absence was granted to Mr 
Heyhoe and Rev. D- J, Murray. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at- date of £14 4s 
lOd. Accounts amounting to Gd were passed for payment, The Secretary was instructed to 
write to Colonel Pitt in reference-to the new rooms to be built at the Masterton District High 
School, asking that the matter be pushed on without delay. The Chairman stated that there 
had been some difficulty with regard to the plans, lining of the rooms and chimneys not being 
provided for. He had communicated with the Board on the-subject and there was every 
probability that it would be satisfactorily arranged. It was decided to enforce payment of fees, 
in future, in cases where pupils attending (he secondary, classes fail to make the requisite per 
cent age of attendances. It was left to the visiting members to arrange for the winter's supply 
of wood for the school. It was decided that the Education Board be asked why a holiday was 
granted on the occasion of the Masterton Show, without the Committee having been 
consulted. The visiting members for the month are Messrs O'Leary, Rigg, and Brown. 
headmaster's report 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows : - Attendance. —Main School: of 
Thursday, the 2nd inst., the attendance has been good on every day during the month. The 
accompanying absentee report contains the names of but few bad eases. 
Secondary Classes.-The roll number in the two secondary classes is being well maintained. 
The regulation regarding payment of fees in the cases of irregular pupils will tend to produce 
a high percentage of attendance in the future. The Education Board has made one of its 
scholarships tenable as this school, the winner being a boy from the Rakanui school. The 
report was adopted. 
14th March 1905 Mr J. Kay, of the Mauriceville School and formerly a member of the 
Masterton School Staff has been appointed head teacher at the Hamua- School. 
23rd March 1905 A boy, who was unable to swim, attempted to dive across the stream, but 
was unable to reach the opposite bank. He would, undoubtedly, have lost his life had not 
another boy named Rickards—who was standing on the bank—speedily divested himself of 
his clothing and gone to the rescue. The boy was unconscious when brought out of the water, 
but his rescuer was fortunately versed in the science of resuscitation (which he had been 
taught at the Masterton District High School) and turned his knowledge to good account. The 
lad soon recovered, little the worse for his misadventure. 
24th March 1905 After the cricket match, yesterday, " Old Boys v. Masterton School," both 
teams were entertained at dinner by Mr A. C. Scrimgeour, of the Club Hotel. The headmaster 
and several members of the teaching staff were also present, and a thoroughly enjoyable 
Lime was spent. Mr Jackson, on behalf of the teams, thanked Mr Scrimgeour for his 
hospitality. 
The members of the Old Boys' cricket team yesterday made a donation to the Masterton 
District High School Recreation ground fund 
Several members of the Eketahuna Cricket Club met in the Club Hotel last evening, and 
presented Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District High School, with a pair 
of pipes in case. The captain of the Eketahuna Club, in making J the presentation, referred in 



grateful terms to the many kindnesses they had received from Mr Jackson when they had 
visited Masterton. The gift was acknowledged by Mr Jackson. 
8th April 1905 The news wired from Wellington that " the Education Department had made a 
grant of £1600 to Masterton for the erection of a brick building to contain class rooms for 
cookery and secondary classes, and a science laboratory," has excited much satisfaction in 
scholastic circles . here, but a telegram received yesterday from the Premier by Mr Hogg, 
M.H.R., raises a doubt as to the object for which the money has been provided. 
During the last few years the Managers of the Masterton Technical School have been 
endeavoring to obtain from the Education Department a grant that would enable them to 
make a start with a good building. Their classes, which have been conducted in a portion of 
the old Post Office building, and premises that have for many years done service as a school 
and then a Salvation Army Barracks, have been growing in size and popularity till the 
demand for new premises has become urgent. From time to time, the necessity for a building, 
specially adapted for technical education, has been represented to Ministers on the. occasion 
of their visits to Masterton, and the Member for the district has been asked to bring the matter 
prominently before the Education Department. In the meantime, the Masterton School 
Committee have been asking for increased accommodation. The creation of a District High 
School has increased the attendance, and some of the rooms are over-crowded, while, on the 
other hand, a science room and place for the cooking classes has long been wanted. About 
two years ago, tenders were invited for a building for this purpose, but for some unexplained 
reason no further steps were taken. Lately the Hon. Colonel Pitt, Minister of Education, 
happening to visit Masterton, was interviewed by the School Committee, and shown over the 
premises, with the result that he promised to do what he could to provide a new building near 
the present school. The Education Board thereupon invited tenders for a wooden building, 
containing two rooms, the estimated cost being between £300 and £400. The tenders were 
forwarded to the department, and all that was needed was the sanction of Cabinet for the 
expenditure. On Cabinet meeting, about a week ago, Mr Hogg wired to the Minister 
reminding him of the building and received this reply :•—" Masterton school building before 
Cabinet. Inspector-General recommends larger expenditure and giving more accommodation 
than Board asks for. Will see that matter is not delayed." On Wednesday last, Mr Hogg, being 
in town, was delighted to learn from Hon. Col.  Pitt and Mr Hogben, Inspector-General, that 
£1600 had been provided for a brick building of four rooms instead of the smaller wooden 
building proposed, and on his return to Masterton he spread the joyful news with the utmost 
alacrity over the school and its Committee. Everyone was delighted till a later stage, when the 
following ware came from Featherston: — " Sixteen hundred pounds approved for Technical 
School and classes at Masterton.—R. J. Seddon." It then dawned on Mr Hogg that possibly 
the Cabinet intended the money for the Technical School and not the District High School, so 
he sent the following wires in succession: — 
" We are delighted at the liberal pro vision Ministers have made for furnishing District High 
School with science room and additional accommodation." 
"The building proposed as addition to present school is intended to increase the 
accommodation and provide science demonstration and cooking-room, but will not help 
technical classes, which are carried on in temporary buildings in the centre of the town. Hope 
there is no mistake, as the two schools are quite distinct." 



These wires have been accompanied by a letter fully explaining the position, but up to the 
present no reply has been received. The general impression is that the grant was intended by 
the Cabinet for the Technical School, and in that case assistance for the District High School 
remains to be provided. 
The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee (Mr R. Brown) states that he has not the 
slightest doubt but that the grant was meant for the District High School. Plans were recently 
prepared for an addition to the school at an estimated cost of about £200. The Committee 
referred this back to the Education Board, pointing out that such a building would be quite 
unsuited to the requirements. He is quite convinced that, instead of the two-roomed wooden 
shell as originally proposed, the increased amount was granted to enable them to put up a 
substantial brick addition of four rooms. The confusion with the Technical School, he thinks, 
has resulted from the fact that the grant was asked for for a cookery room and science 
laboratory. 
11th April 1905 In connection with' the £1600 grant to the Masterton District High School for 
building purposes, and in regard to which there has been some misunderstanding the 
following telegrams have passed between Mr R  Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School 
Committee' and the Hon. Colonel Pitt, and also the Secretary of the Wellington Education 
Board:— 
" Secretary Wellington Education Board : Government vote of £1600 for science and cookery 
building now stated to be for the Technical School. Please enquire and wire facts.—R. 
Brown, Chairman Masterton School Committee." 
" R. Brown, Chairman Masterton School Committee : Grant is for School buildings, 
including laboratory and cookery room.- -G. L. Stewart, Secretary Wellington Education 
Board." 
" Colonel Pitt, Wellington : There is some misunderstanding here regarding £1600 vote for 
the school buildings. Will you kindly inform me whether the money is for building in 
connection with the District High School, about which we interviewed you in Masterton. U. 
Brown, Chairman District High School Committee." 
"R. Brown, Esq., Masterton : The £1000 is for separate building to contain secondary class 
rooms, laboratory and cookery room, and is to supply the accommodation upon the site 
adjoining the Masterton School, which I inspected when at Masterton, only further 
accommodation than what the Board asked for will be supplied.—Albert Pitt." 
The following appeared in the /W last evening :---A paragraph was recently published in the 
Post to the effect that the Education Department had made a grant of £1600 to Masterton for 
the erection of  a brick building to contain class rooms, cookery and secondary classes, and a 
science laboratory. The Masterton papers appear to be in doubt as to whether the new grant is 
for their Technical School or for their District High School. Information obtained by a Post 
reporter from the Education Department shows that the grant is for both these institutions. 
The class rooms in the proposed building are for District High School purposes ; the 
laboratory and cooking classes come under the Technical head. The building is to be separate 
from the existing ones, and will include the necessary offices. The institution will be on the 
lines of that at Palmerston North, where technical classes and district high schools are under 
one roof. The plans of the proposed building must be drawn by the Wellington Board of 



Education  and submitted for the. Minister's approval. The Board or the local authorities must 
supply the site. 
14th April 1905 The Masterton School Committee is to be congratulated upon its excellent 
report for the past year and we. hope to see the retiring Committee, re-elected at the coming 
annual meeting. The record of attendances of members proves that they have been diligent in 
the discharge of their duties and that they deserve the thanks of the community. With a highly 
efficient school staff and and a thoroughly satisfactory Committee there is every reason for 
congratulation. 
14th April 1905 The Masterton School Committee has received an intimation from the 
Education Board that the District High School is to be painted during the present year. 
14th April 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening. There, were present: Messrs R. Brown (Chairman), IT. 
O'Leary, R. Rigg, J. Carpenter, J. Heyhoe and Rev. D. J. Murray. 
The Treasurer reported as follows:— Receipts for month, £50 19s 6d; disbursements, M 8 13 
3d ; cr. balance at date, £2 6s 3d. Accounts amounting to £15 15s 3d were passed for 
payment. 
The headmaster (Mr \V. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month:- 
Attendance Main School- On roll, 615 ; average attendance, 565 ; percentage of attendance, 
92. Attendance Side-school —On roll, 149; average attendance, 136; percentage of 
attendance, 91. Attendance Secondary Classes —On roll, 76; average attendance' 70 ; 
percentage of attendance, 92. 
On the 31st ult., Miss Chamberlain, pupil-teacher, retired from the staff on receiving 
appointment as assistant in another school. Miss Rhoda Messenger, of the senior secondary 
class, has been appointed to the vacancy. Miss Messenger was one of the successful pupils at 
the recent matriculation and Junior Civil Service examinations 
The cookery classes conducted in connection with this school will re-commence on Monday, 
in the Drill Hall, and will be continued till September. 
An application from a parent for an exemption certificate for his son, for one week, was 
referred to the Chairman, with power to grant the certificate asked for if found necessary. 
A letter was received from the Education Board, in reference, to a holiday granted by the 
Board on the occasion of the Masterton Show, the Committee having written taking 
exception to the fact that they had not been consulted. It was stated that the Chairman, in 
granting the holiday, had no wish to ignore the Committee; and, indeed, assumed that the 
request of the President of the A. and P. Association conveyed the general wish of 
Committees in the district. The Board wished to know whether the Committee objected to the 
holiday on the day named.—The Chairman remarked that it was not necessary to take further 
action, as the Board was not likely to grant any more holidays without consulting the 
Committee. 
The Education Board formally notified that a grant of £1600 had been made for the erection 
of a cookery room, science laboratory and two ordinary class rooms at the District High 
School. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs Carpenter, Fendall and Heyhoe. 
14th April 1905 The following is a synopsis of the report to be submitted to" the annual 
meeting of the Masterton School Committee, to be held on the 25th inst :•— : 



The number of scholars attending the two schools is 764, against 743 on the roll on '3.lst 
March, 1904. The average attendance for the year, ended 31st March last was 666, against 
623 for ' the corresponding period last year. A most gratifying feature in connection with the 
attendance is the fact that, during the past twelve month's, an attendance of 90 per cent has 
been maintained. For the previous twelve months the percentage of attendance was 86. This 
means that the average, attendance has been increased by about 30, entitling the Education 
Board to over £100 additional capitation. This result is, to a very large extent, due to the 
indefatigable efforts of the Truant Officer, Mr W. M. Easthope. The increase in the average 
attendance from the abovenamed cause, and from the increased roll number, has entitled the 
school to be placed on grade higher, and also to have an additional pupil-teacher added to the 
staff. 
The work of the school has been maintained in a highly satisfactory manner, and your 
Committee desires to record its appreciation of the conscientious work and zeal of the 
headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) and his able staff. The inspectors report that the 
improvement in organisation, due to the union of the two schools under one head, has 
enabled the headmaster to improve the efficiency of a school in which the quality of the work 
has always been of a highly satisfactory character. They stale that the results of the last 
examination reflect great credit on the headmaster and his staff. During the year the only 
changes been the retirement of two of the pupil teachers. 
The Secondary Department of the school has now been in existence three years, and has 
proved an unqualified success. An average attendance of nearly 70 has been maintained, and 
excellent work has been done. All the pupils presented for the Matriculation examination 
passed with credit, and good passes were made by the pupils presented for the Civil Service 
examination. No fees were charged to pupils who attend regularly. 
The side school playground has been levelled and coated with gravel, asphalting and tarring 
and sanding have been done at the main school, bicycle sheds have been provided for 
scholars' cycles, and the ventilation at both schools has been improved. Material for hand and 
eye training has been provided for the lower classes, additions have been made to-the'library, 
scientific apparatus and maps, extra readers have been obtained for the upper classes, and 
additional facilities in the shape of typewriter and telephone have been provided. 
The Committee desires to record its sincere thanks to the Hon. Colonel Pitt, the Minister of 
Education (the Hon. the Premier), to the member for the district (Mr A. W. Hogg) in securing 
a grant of £1600 for providing increased accommodation at the school, and to the Trust Lands 
Trust for a special grant of £150 towards the equipment of the rooms. The income for the past 
year amounted to. £238 14s 2d, a large part of which consists of grants from the Trust Lands 
Trustees and government subsidies of £ for £ on them. 
In December last, Mr C. J. Kent-Johnston, having left Masterton, resigned his seat on the 
Committee, and it was not deemed necessary to fill the vacancy. Mr Kent-Johnston took a 
keen interest in educational matters, and proved himself an energetic and hard-working 
member, and his resignation was accepted with regret. 
During the year, twelve ordinary and two special meetings of committee were held, at which 
members have attended as follows: — Mr R. Brown (chairman), 1-1; Mr H. O , - Leary, 13 ; 
Mr J. Carpenter, 12 ; Rev. D. J. Murray, 12; Mr W. A. Fendall, 11; Mr R. K. Jackson, 10.; Mr 
J. Heyhoe, 10; Mr R. Rigg, 9 ; Mr C. J. Kent-Johnston, 7. 



14th APRIL 1905 The headmaster of the Masterton District High School (Mr W. H. Jackson) 
reported as follows to the School Committee, last evening, regarding the attendance. 
The attendance for this month has been exceptionally good. For the year ended on the 31st 
March last an attendance of 90 per cent was recorded, as against 86 for the previous twelve 
months. On account of this greater regularity in the attendance of scholars, and also through 
an increased roll number, the average attendance has risen sufficiently high to entitle the 
school to be placed a grade higher in classification. The work done by the Truant Officer is 
proving very effective. The increased percentage of attendance in this and other schools in 
the district is, to a great extent, due to his diligence in carrying out the provisions of the 
School Attendance Act. While it is very gratifying that scholars who were fairly regular in 
their attendance have become very regular, it is a matter for greater satisfaction that the 
children who would not be attending school at all, but for this strict application of the Act, arc 
now receiving an education to fit them for the struggle of life. Prior to the passing of the Act 
negligent parents concerned themselves very little, about the attendance of their children, and 
it was not an uncommon occurrence for me to have to record the withdrawal of such children, 
on arrival at the age of exemption, without any standard 
beyond the first or second —having been passed. In several cases no standard at all was 
passed. With a resident truant officer, such shocking neglect is now impossible. These " 
wasters " are usually looked upon by teachers as not very desirable scholars, but in my 
opinion, these are the very ones who should receive the best attention of the truant officer, 
and all the encouragement and care of the teacher. It is the work of the officer in connection 
with these children that I particularly commend to the Committee. 
A letter was also received from the Education Board, favourably commenting on the 
exceptionally high average attendance recorded for last year and attributing the result to the 
diligence of the Truant Officer in carrying out his duties. 
Several members of the Committee referred to the good work done by Mr Easthope in his 
capacity at Truant Officer. It was decided to recommend the Board to increase the salary paid 
to the officer referred to, Mr Easthope having intimated that to discharge his duties 
conscientiously absorbed so much of his time that he could not continue to hold the position 
unless the present inadequate salary of £20 per year was increased. 
19th April 1905 THE £1600 SCHOOL GRANT. 
Made Conditionally. New Buildings to be Separate from Present School. Trust Lands Trust 
Approached tor Site. At the meeting of the Trust Lands Trustees, last evening, there was a 
lengthy discussion, in regard to a request that a site be given on which to erect additional 
accommodation for the District High School. 
The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee wrote, applying to the Trustees to convey 
to the Crown a section of land near the Masterton District High School for the purpose 
mentioned, and for-which a special Government grant of £1600 had been made. Enclosed 
was- a letter from the Secretary of the Education Board, stating that one of the conditions 
attached to the grant referred to was that the building be erected on a site apart from the 
present District High School. 
Messrs A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., and' R. Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School Committee, 
waited on the Trustees in support of the request. Mr Hogg referred in detail to the 
requirements of the school, arid to the efforts which had been made to obtain Government 



assistance. They had recently succeeded in obtaining a grant of £1600, but he had been very 
much surprised on receiving a letter stating upon what conditions the grant had been made. If 
the stated conditions were insisted upon, they had to determine where the buildings were 
going to be erected. Mr Hogg pointed out that when the Ministers were in Masterton the site 
now asked for was pointed out to. them, and an explanation made that a Bill had been passed 
empowering the Trust to hand the land over as a high school site, and that the land was 
available for that purpose. Having this in view it seemed to him that the Ministers intended 
the new building to form part of what would eventually ,be a high school If the land was not. 
available they might have some difficulty in getting the grant. There was no doubt that a high 
school would be eventually required in Masterton, and he (Mr Hogg) considered two acres 
sufficient area. -With a high school established they would be able to participate in the -
'.revenue, from Education Reserves. What really wanted to know was", Would' the site' under 
notice be available if the Government insisted upon the condition named ? 
Mr Brown stated that the present phase of the question had come as a surprise to the 
Committee. When first informed that a grant had been made, they had no idea the buildings 
would require to be erected on a site apart from the present District High School. So far, 
however, the information which had been received was of a very contradictory nature, and 
they did not. propose to press the Trustees to give a definite answer "in the meantime. 
Realising that they would not have got the grant at all had it not been for the generosity of the 
Trust in the first instance, they considered in coming to them they were the body who could 
assist them in the matter. He pointed out that the High School question should not be 
introduced into the present discussion, as the Enabling Act of 1902 gave authority for the 
section to be handed over for a District High School site and not for a High School. 
Mr DANIELL assured the deputation that they had the hearty sympathy of the Trust in trying 
to secure better education for Masterton. The £150 grant had been given by the Trust on 
condition that the Education Board erect the new rooms which the money was intended to 
equip. When Mr Hogben, Inspector-General, was in Masterton, he had expressed the opinion 
that the site under discussion was not large enough for a High School, and that from ten to 
twelve acres was necessary. Coming from such a person he had a great deal of respect for the 
opinion. The question they were now considering was an important one, and as citizens it was 
their duty to formulate a scheme that would be in the best interests of the town and district. 
They should face the matter in the broadest possible light and consider the future as well as 
the present requirements. Mr Brown pointed out that whatever might be done in future 
regarding a high school, more accommodation at the present District High School was an 
absolute necessity. Mr DANIELL: The Education Board have a responsibility in that respect; 
it is for us to consider how to secure the best education for our children. Mr FEIST held the 
opinion that the two acres was insufficient for a high school site but said he would be 
prepared to hand over the section for rooms to be erected to relieve the present congestion at 
the District High School rather than lose the grant, It would, however, be more desirable to 
build on the present school site, even if a smaller amount only were made available for this 
purpose. The time was not yet opportune for a high school to be considered. 
Mr Hogg said he felt inclined to agitate for the building to be erected on the present school 
site as originally intended. In view of the Department not being willing to give way, however, 
he would like to know whether the two acres would be at their disposal. 



Under such circumstances, Mr Daniell thought, the Trustees would say " Yes." 
Mr RENALL said he for one would not say yes. Ten acres, at least, was required for a high 
school; while, if more accommodation was to be provided for the present school, it should be 
on the same site. 
Mr HESSEY said he would favour the extra rooms being erected on the two acres rather than 
the grant be lost. He would move that this Trust, in the interests of education, appoint 
representatives to confer with those bodies interested—School Committee and Education 
Board—and in the meantime the Trust assure the deputation that if it is desirable to hand over 
the two acres they will place no obstacle in the way of this being done. 
Mr WAGG supported Mr Hessey's remarks, and seconded the motion, which was carried. 
The deputation thanked the Trust and withdrew. 
Messrs Renall and Daniell were appointed -to represent the Trust. 
26th April 1905 MASTERTON. There was a fairly large gathering at the Drill Hall, 
Masterton, last evening, when the annual meeting of householders was held to receive report 
and balance-sheet, and election of new Committee. Mr R. Brown occupied the chair. The 
report (as already published) was read, and adopted on the motion of the chairman, seconded 
by Mr E, McEwen. A circular was received from the New Zealand Educational Institute, 
asking the Committee to support a movement for the superannuation of aged and infirm 
teachers. —It was decided, on the motion of Mr Fraser, seconded by Mrs P. Taylor, " That 
the householders of Masterton school district consider that, in the best interests of education, 
and as an act of justice to the rising generation, the establishment of a fund for the 
superannuation of aged and infirm teachers is an urgent necessity; and respectfully ask that 
the Government will, without delay, introduce the legislation necessary to give effect to a 
scheme established on a sound financial basis." Ten nominations were received for the 
election of Committee, and the voting resulted as follows:--Rev. D. J. Murray 12 R. BroAvu 
40 J. Carpenter 38 11. O’Leary 37 W. A. Fendall 36 J. F. Heyhoe 35 G. A. Townsend 35 E. 
H. Waddington 34 E. Pragnell 23 R. K. Jackson 22 The first nine candidates were declared to 
be elected. Immediately after the election the first meeting of the new Committee was held. 
Mr R. Brown was re-appointed chairman for the ensuing year, and Mr W. M. Easthope was 
re - appointed secretary and treasurer, with an increase of salary from £12 to £20. On the 
motion of Mr Heyhoe, seconded by Mr Fendall, the standing .orders were adopted. Messrs 
Brown, Heyhoe and Rev. Murray were elected an advisory sub-Committee. Messrs Brown, 
Carpenter and Rev. Murray are the members of the Visiting Committee for the month 
27th April 1905 The elder scholars of the Masterton District High School will conduct a mock 
election at the Drill Hall, this afternoon. They will appoint their own returning officer and 
poll clerks, and in all respects carry out the election on exactly similar lines to the municipal 
election of yesterday. Mr R. Brown has placed the whole of the polling apparatus at their 
disposal, and the same voting papers will be used. There will probably be about 120 " 
voters." 
28TH April 1905 Modern Educational Methods. A Mock Municipal Election. An Interesting 
Experiment. An election was held at the Drill Hall, Masterton, yesterday, by the senior pupils 
of the Masterton District High School. The Council and Mayoralty papers, as used the 
previous day, were utilised, and the election carried out on the orthodox lines. The election 
was conducted under the supervision of the three senior teachers, one of whom (Mr A. B. 



Charters) acted as Returning Officer. The Deputy-returning Officer and Poll Clerks, who 
were elected from among the school boys, showed remarkable aptitude in carrying out their 
work. This form of instruction is now included in the school and syllabus, and its usefulness 
was demonstrated by the very intelligent manner in which the voles were recorded, there 
being only four informal votes in the Mayoralty election (or.t of over a hundred recorded) and 
two in the election of councillors. A roll had been specially prepared by Mr W. H, Jackson 
for the occasion, but several " electors " were somewhat disappointed to find that their names 
had been omitted, and that they were thus not entitled to vote. In the Mayoralty election, Mr 
Renall received 87 votes and Mr Hessey 21, while the Council election resulted as follows:—
J. Elliott 95, E. G. Eton 86, E. Feist 78, J. C. Ewington 73, J. H. Pauling 72, T. G. Hoar 71, F. 
W. Temple 70, E. McEwen and W. Morris each GB, R. K. Jackson 47, E. G. Williams 43, J. 
Smith 32. It will thus be seen that the same Council was elected as on the previous day. The 
children waited to hear the result of the election, which was announced in due form by the 
Returning Officer, hearty cheers being given for the successful candidates. " Constable " 
Syverston was ordered to arrest one elector who attempted to record a dual vote. Another 
amusing feature was that several had " plumped" for one or other of the candidates whom 
they evidently particularly favoured. 
3rd May 1905 Wellington Education Board The department intimated that a grant of £I6OO 
was available for the Masterton District High School, the Board to find a separate site. On the 
motion of Mr Feist, it was deckled, “ That a committee consisting of the chairman, and 
Messrs Hogg and Buchanan, wait on the department, with a view to having the decision 
altered that the Board should provide a separate site 
12th May 1905 The newly-elected Masterton School Committee held their first ordinary 
meeting in the Technical School last evening. There were present: Messrs R. Brown (in the 
chair), H O'Leary, J. Carpenter, E. H. Waddington, A. Fendall, E. Pragnell, G. Townsend, 
and J Heyhoe. An apology for "absence was received from Rev. D. J. Murray. 
The Treasurer's, -report showed balance from last month £50 19s 6d; credit balance at date 
£64 8s 11d. 
The Wellington Education Board wrote, stating that Parliament had passed a special grant of 
ninepence per pupil, on the average attendance at the various schools throughout the Colony, 
and that the Committee's share (£24 11s. 3d) would be added to their next quarterly grant. 
The head-master reported .inter alia : — The attendance for the month has been good. A 
higher percentage would have been made but for the fact that in a number of cases children 
were on holiday visits at Easter for a longer period than the school was closed, for. The 
attendance at the side school has been slightly affected by scarlet fever during the month. 
Every care has been taken to keep the school absolutely free from infection. During the 
month I have examined the school and I find the work, in a very satisfactory state. On every 
one of my visits I notice that the front grounds are over-run by fowls, and that the children's 
flower plots are suffering considerably. The dividing fences are insufficiently high, and are 
out of repair. An. excellent record of attendance—ninety-five per cent.—has been made in 
the Secondary Classes, and both classes are working well. I have received instructions from 
the Education Board to collect fees in all cases in which the grant is not earned. I have 
notified parents accordingly. The effect of this regulation is at once apparent in the improved 
percentage of attendance. The school will close on Friday, the 19th inst., for the term holiday 



of one week. There will be no mid-winter holidays for the future. The next term holiday of 
one week will commence on Friday, September 1st. The visiting members were instructed to 
see to the storm water cesspit without delay, Mr Fendall said that the headmaster's office 
looked bare and cheerless and moved that linoleum or suitable floor covering be secured for 
the office. The motion was carried-. <It was resolved to instruct the visiting members to 
interview the owners of property adjoining the side-school with a view to ascertaining what 
amount they are prepared to subscribe towards the erection of a new fence, and also to find 
out the cost of such fence. The Secretary was instructed to write to the Education Board in the 
meantime and ascertain if the Board would be willing to contribute towards the expense. 
The Truant Officer was instructed to take legal proceedings in a case of irregular attendance, 
and to serve a notice threatening proceedings in another case. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs H. O'Leary, J. Heyhoe, and Rev. D. J. 
Murray. 
Accounts amounting to £48 8s 5d were passed for payment. 
3rd June 1905 The Education Department has decided that pupils attending the Masterton 
District High are not eligible for free places at the Technical School classes 
9th June 1905 The Wellington. Education Board have notified the Masterton School 
Committee that the local school is to be re-painted during the coming year, 
Included in the absentee list presented at the Masterton School Committee meeting, last 
evening, was the name of one girl, aged twelve years, who had not passed, any of the 
Standards 
Included in the absentee list presented at the Masterton School Committee meeting, last 
evening, was the name of one girl, aged twelve years, who had not passed, any of the 
Standards 
9th June 1905 The special Advisory sub-Committee of the Masterton School Committee 
submitted a number of recommendations to the meeting held last evening. They reported 
having conferred with the Headmaster and gone thoroughly into the requirements of the 
school and suggested that a sum of money be expended on the following items : (1) Supply 
free to scholars copy, exercise and drawing books. (2) Increase of shed room for the 
accommodation of scholars' bicycles. (3) Provision of six glass-fronted " museum" cases for 
class rooms. (4) Provision of chemical and scientific apparatus arid chemicals. (5) Maps and 
diagrams. (6) Supply of new books for the school library. (7) Microscope. After a brief 
discussion the report was adopted, without amendment, on the motion of Mr J. Heyhoe, 
seconded by Rev. D. J. Murray. 
9th June 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present — Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. 
O'Leary, E. Pragnell, J. Carpenter, G. Townsend, J. Heyhoe, W. A. Fendall, and Rev. D. J. 
Murray. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £65 3s 4d. 
A tender was received from Mr Rigg for fencing (three chains, more or less) at the side 
school, at £7 per chain. The visiting members stated that as this matter had been left to them 
at the last meeting, they had instructed Mr Rigg to go on with the work at the price stated. 
The action of the Committee was confirmed. 



The Education Board notified that nominations would be received up till 5 p.m. on Monday, 
July 3rd, for the election of three members to the Board to fill the vacancies caused by the 
retirement, by effluxion of time, of Messrs W. C. Buchanan, R. Lee and J. Robertson. 
The Chairman stated that Mr Vile had communicated with him that day, asking to be 
nominated. 
Rev. Murray moved that in the event of their consent being obtained the three retiring 
members be nominated by the Committee. Mr Townsend seconded. Mr O'Leary moved that 
the Committee nominate Mr Vile also. Mr Carpenter seconded. Both motions were carried. 
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month :— Average 
Attendance. —Main School, 550 ; Side School, 127 ; Secondary classes, 69. The School 
resumed on the 29th ult., after the term vacation, with a very satisfactory attendance. The 
recent severe weather has, however, affected the attendance, particularly at the side school. 
The matter of providing for storm water drainage has been attended to by the visiting 
members in a very effective manner, and  I fully anticipate there will be no further trouble for 
a long time to come. The present bad weather has made apparent the need of a little new 
gravel at the side school and at the main school. I should be glad if the Committee will 
arrange for, say, ten loads, to be delivered and spread as soon as the weather is favourable for 
obtaining suitable material. An instruction was given for the visiting members to attend to the 
gravelling as requested by Mr Jackson. The visiting members for the month are Messrs 
Pragnell, Townsend and Waddington. Accounts amounting to £22 lGs were passed for 
payment. The Truant Inspector was authorised to take legal proceedings against the parents of 
certain children whose names appeared on the absentee list. 
9th June 1905 In his report to the Masterton School Committee, last .evening, the Headmaster 
(Mr W. H. Jackson) stated that Mr Thwaites, second assistant master on. the staff, had been 
selected by the Education Board for promotion to the position of first assistant at the Clyde-
quay School, Wellington, and retires from his present position at the end of the month. " 
During the six years he has been on my staff," the report continued, " he has worked loyally 
and conscientiously, and I am sorry to lose his services." Rev. Murray moved that a letter be 
forwarded to Mr Thwaites from the Committee, expressing appreciation of the work done by- 
him at the Masterton school, congratulating him on his promotion, and wishing him success 
in his future career. The mover suggested that the letter be signed by the Chairman on behalf 
of the Committee. The Chairman seconded the motion. He stated that while they were very 
sorry to lose Mr Thwaites' services, they must congratulate him on the fact that the Board had 
recognised his merits and given him well deserved promotion. The motion was carried 
unanimously. 
26th June 1905 The Masterton schoolboys journeyed to Carterton on Saturday to play a match 
with the Carterton school team. Owing to the wet weather, only a few members of the home 
team put in an appearance, so a scratch game was played.  
3rd July 1905 he sketch  plan of the new rooms at the Masterton District High School have 
been forwarded by the- Education Department to the Masterton School Committee. The.su&v 
gestions made by the Headmaster (Mr W, IT. Jackson) and the sub-Committee of the School 
Committee have almost without exception been given effect to, and with one minor alteration 
which will be recommended, meet with approval. Provision is made for two secondary class-
rooms 21ft by 22ft, each giving accommodation for forty-four pupils, allowing twelve square 



feet of floor space to each. The science room is 32ft by 20ft Gin, and contains 
accommodation at separate benches for twenty-four pupils, who will be engaged in practical 
science work. A demonstration table and full equipment is also provided for the teacher. The 
cookery room is 32ft by 2????ft ; and contains, provision for demonstration work ailc) tables 
for practical work. Provision is also made for a range and gas-cooker, together with sinks, 
basins, cupboards, etc. The secondary rooms are separated from the cookery and science 
rooms by an 8ft entrance hall, at one end of which is a girls' cloak room and lavatories. An 
extra corridor gives access from the boys' playground. The secondary and science rooms are 
each provided with a corner fireplace. The rooms are to be well lighted and ventilated, there 
being no less than six double and seventeen single frame windows. The Masterton District 
High School has already the reputation of being amongst the best  appointed in the Colony, 
and, when the extra accommodation is complete, it will, undoubtedly, be second to none. 
3rd July 1905 The Te Ore Ore School boys defeated those of the Master ton High School, on 
Saturday on the-Park Oval by 10 points to •1. Simeon Tuki kicked a goal from a mark, and 
Hoani Haeata and Manga Renata obtained tries for Te Ore Ore. A potted goal was the losers' 
score. Mr. Thwaites, of Masterton School, was referee. 
10th July 1905 Masterton School v. Carterton School. 
The above match was played at Carterton on Saturday and resulted in a win for the visitors by 
18 points to 6. For Masterton H. Rhodes scored three tries, one of which he converted. 
Buckeridge scored a try and Fairbrother drop-kicked a goal from the field. Bond scored a try 
for Carterton, and Mercer kicked a goal from a penalty. 
14th July 1905 he monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School, last evening. There were present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), G. 
Townsend, H. O'Leary, E. H. Waddington, J. Carpenter, E. Pragnell, J. Heyhoe and Rev. D. J. 
Murray. An apology for absence was received from Mr Fendall. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £12 2s (id. 
Accounts amounting to £11 17s 3d were passed for payment. 
Mr W. 6. Buchanan wrote, thanking the Committee for nominating him as a candidate for a 
seat on the Education Board and stating that, if elected, his best efforts, as heretofore, would 
be given to the important cause of education. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows : — 
" Attendance.—Main school, on roll 039 ; average, 553 ; percentage, 91. Side school, on roll 
155 ; average, 141 ; percentage, 'M. Secondary classes, on roll, 75 ; average, 70 ; percentage, 
93. The attendance for the month has been very good, notwithstanding the unfavourable 
weather. The percentage of attendance for the three months ended 30th June was SS'-l. This 
is very satisfactory indeed. The quarter just ended is usually the one in which the lowest 
attendance is recorded for any quarter during the year. The highest attendance recorded in 
any Education district for the year was 88 per cent. The percentage for the Masterton District 
High school and side school, for the same period, was ( J0 per cent. I am very pleased to be 
able to report that the attendance in the Secondary Classes is well maintained. The percentage 
of attendance for the month is highly creditable, when it is considered that many of the pupils 
in these classes have to travel long distances. One boy, who cycles from Carterton daily, 
missed only one attendance out of the 112 for the quarter just ended. The regulation enforcing 
a penalty fee for irregular attendance has proved very effective. Only one pupil failed to 



qualify for the capitation grant. In the senior division 1 have just established, with the 
concurrence of the inspectors, a class in shorthand. I have suggested to the visiting members 
the desirability of replacing two of the panels of louvres with glazed sashes. The former, 
while preventing the rain from driving in, also shut out the light almost, entirely." It was 
decided that this work be put in hand. It was decided to approve of the action of the 
Education Board in appointing Mr N D Bunting to succeed Mr Thwaites as second assistant 
master. The visiting members for the month are Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Fendall. 
22nd July 1905 One thing the Masterton School Cadets all appeared on parade with their 
boots shining.''— Colonel Loveday, in\ inspection of the. Cadet corps," 
28th July 1905 At the Education Board meeting yesterday the protest from the Masterton 
School Committee against the decision of the Board regarding the dismissal of the truant 
officer, was considered in committee. 
31st July 1905 Mr. J. E. Thwaites, -who has been transferred from the staff of the Masterton  
District High School to the- Clyde  quay School, was presented with a travelling bag by the 
scholars of the Fifth Standard of the Masterton. School, with a. clock from the staff, and a  
silver sovereign .case from the girls of the Hockey Club 
3rd August 1905 The Masterton School Committee has been consulted by the Education 
Board with reference to the appointment of a successor to Mr Thwaites on the Masterton 
District High School staff. A special meeting of the Committee will be held to-morrow 
evening to consider the various names submitted. 
5th August 1905 special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening. 
There w*ere present—Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, G. Townsend, 
and W. A. Fendall. An apology for absence was received from Mr E. Pragnell. meeting was 
called to consider the tions for the position of third assistant at the Masterton District High 
School. A telegram was received from the teacher, recommended by the Board, stating that 
he had been offered and accepted a better position, and therefore declined the appointment. 
In' order to save time, the Committee decided to recommend the appointment of Mr Howard 
H. Sutton, now of Karori School. will 
11th August 1905 The Masterton District High School close for the term of one week from 
Friday, Ist September. The annual examination will commence on 25th September. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening the Truant Officer, Mr W. 
M. Easthope, was congratulated on the excellent percentage of attendance (91) maintained at 
the District High School for the past month, despite the inclement weather. 
11th August 1905 The monthly Meeting. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held in the Technical School last evening. Mr R. Brown presided, the other 
members present being Messrs J. Carpenter, J. Heyhoe, H. O'Leary, G. Townsend and Rev. 
D. J.. Murray. - An apology for absence was received from Mr W. A. Fendall. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £22 12s sd. 
It was decided to purchase a pair' of relief maps, also a microscope and slide (at a cost of £5) 
as soon as funds were available. 
The Education Board forwarded the capitation for the month of June amounting to £24. 
The following resolutions were passed:— (1) That the Education Board be written to asking 
what was being done with reference to the new rooms at the School, and if they had ordered 
the furniture for same ; (2) That the Board be written to enquiring what has been done with 



regard to the Committee's letter re protesting against dispensing with present Truant Officer's 
services. 
In regard to the first resolution the Committee were of the opinion that the rooms should be 
ready for occupation by the end of the next vacation. 
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Trust Lands Trust with regard to the first 
instalment of the annual grant. 
Accounts amounting to £20 18s 5d were passed for payment. 
Messrs O'Leary and Heyhoe and Rev. Murray were appointed visiting members for the 
month. 
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month: — 
Attendance : —Main school, Roll: G39 ; average attendance, 582; per centage of attendance, 
91. Side school- Roll : 165 ; average attendance, 145 ; percentage of attendance, 88. 
Secondary classes - Roll : 71 ; average attendance, G'J ; per centage of attendance, 93. 
The attendance of the month has been good. On the 1st inst. an attendance of GO2 was 
recorded at the Main school, out of a roll number of G39. In the secondary classes the 
percentage of attendance has been maintained at 93 for the last three months. This is very 
satisfactory. Good work is being done in both of these classes. The accompanying absentee 
report contains only a few names. I am pleased to be able lo state that there are no bad cases 
on the list. 
Mr Thwaites, second assistant master, retired from the staff on the 28th ult. A relieving 
teacher has been sent by the Board to fill the vacancy caused by Mr Bunting's promotion, 
until the arrival of the teacher appointed. 
The three Cadet Companies belonging to this school were officially inspected on the 20th and 
21st ultimos by Lieut.-Colonel Loveday, Commandant of Cadet Corps. All three corps 
obtained goods marks for the different sections of their drill. 
The Board's clerk of works visited the side school on the 3rd inst., and the main school on 
Wednesday. He will make recommendations to the Board regarding painting of the main 
school, both inside and outside, and also regarding the fences at the side school and the 
windows I referred to in my last report for the w.c.'s at the main school." 
The report was adopted 
15th September 1905 he monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was hold last 
evening in the Technical School. There wore- present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. 
Carpenter, E. Pragnell, W. A. Fendall, G. H. Townsend, J. Heyhoe, H. O'Leary, E. H. 
Waddington and Rev. D. J. Murray. 
The Treasurer reported a cr. balance at date of £1 13s 6d. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month : Attendance on 
roll at Main School, 637 ; average attendance, 576; percentage of attendance, 90. Attendance 
on roll at Side School, 166 ; average attendance, 117 ; percentage of attendance, 89. 
Attendance on roll at Secondary Classes, 70; average attendance, 67; percentage of 
attendance, 96. The attendance for the month has been good, with the exception of the week 
which ended on the 18th ultimo, when it was reduced by the unfavourable weather. Now that 
a tender for the erection of the now rooms has been accepted, the matter of the drainage 
connection requires consideration. To give connection with the Borough sewerage system it 
will be necessary that the Queen street drain be extended along the front of the School some 



four chains. I would urge the Committee to request the Borough Council to undertake the 
work at once. Provision has been made in the now building for lavatory accommodation, and 
for basins and sinks in the cookery and science rooms. The drainage connection is therefore 
absolutely necessary. A number of the Venetian blinds are out of repair, and one or two panes 
of glass are required in windows.— It was decided to ask the Borough Council to proceed as 
soon as possible with the drainage. Other matters were left to the incoming Visiting 
Committee. A letter was received from the Secretary of the Education Board, in reply to a 
letter from the Chairman, with reference to the decision to dispense with the services of the 
local Truant Officer. He stated that the decision to place the whole district under one officer 
had been arrived at after very careful consideration and could not be altered. In a letter of 
later date, it was acknowledged that Mr Easthope had done good work, but under the new 
system his services had to be dispensed with. It was also stated that the Masterton Committee 
was the only one which had expressed disapproval of the change. -The Secretary was 
instructed to reply, pointing out that other committees were not aware of the change, and 
consequently could not express disapproval ; also, pointing out that the Masterton Committee 
had received no official intimation, and had only learned of the Board's action when the 
Truant Officer received notice that his services were to be dispensed with. 
Messrs McLeod and Young and Mr A. Hollings wrote with reference to the proposal to 
supply school children with books free of charge. They asked that the local booksellers 
should be given an opportunity to tender for same.—On the motion of Mr Heylioe, seconded 
by Mr Waddington, the Secretary was instructed to reply, stating that the Committee had not 
yet taken any action in the matter, but that when they were prepared to give effect to their 
decision to supply books to school children, the local booksellers would be given an 
opportunity to submit quotations. 
The Education Board notified that the request of the Committee to appoint Mr H. H. Sutton to 
the position of third assistant at the District High School had been acceded to, and that Mr 
Sutton would probably begin his duties on October 1st. 
Accounts amounting to £21 10s Id were passed for payment. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs Townsend, .Pragnell and Waddington. 
27th September 1905 Masterton Borough Council From the Masterton School Committee, 
asking that the drain be extended about four chains in order that the new rooms to be built 
might be connected with same.-- 
The Engineer was instructed to carry out the work. 
1st September 1905 Mr Sutton, at present assistant at the Karori School, has been appointed 
assistant at Masterton. 
6th September  1905 The Greytown Hockey ladies, who are only this year's players, have 
made a name for themselves by defeating all clubs in the Wairarapa. Their win against the 
Masterton High School Girls was a meritorious one, the latter having never been beaten for 
the past three years. The Greytown ladies have every reason to be pleased at Mr Nicolson’s 
tuition 
15th September 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was hold last 
evening in the Technical School. There wore- present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. 
Carpenter, E. Pragnell, W. A. Fendall, G. H. Townsend, J. Heyhoe, H. O'Leary, E. H. 
Waddington and Rev. D. J. Murray. 



The Treasurer reported a cr. balance at date of £1 13s 6d. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows for the past month : Attendance on 
roll at Main School, 637 ; average attendance, 576; percentage of attendance, 90. Attendance 
on roll at Side School, 166 ; average attendance, 117 ; percentage of attendance, 89. 
Attendance on roll at Secondary Classes, 70; average attendance, 67; percentage of 
attendance, 96. The attendance for the month has been good, with the exception of the week 
which ended on the 18th ultimo, when it was reduced by the unfavourable weather. Now that 
a tender for the erection of the now rooms has been accepted, the matter of the drainage 
connection requires consideration. To give connection with the Borough sewerage system it 
will be necessary that the Queenstreet drain be extended along the front of the School some 
four chains. I would urge the Committee to request the Borough Council to undertake the 
work at once. Provision has been made in the now building for lavatory accommodation, and 
for basins and sinks in the cookery and science rooms. The drainage connection is therefore 
absolutely necessary. A number of the Venetian blinds are out of repair, and one or two panes 
of glass are required in windows.— It was decided to ask the Borough Council to proceed as 
soon as possible with the drainage. Other matters were left to the incoming Visiting 
Committee. A letter was received from the Secretary of the Education Board, in reply to a 
letter from the Chairman, with reference to the decision to dispense with the services of the 
local Truant Oilicer. He stated that the decision to place the whole district under one officer 
had been arrived at after very careful consideration, and could not be altered. In a letter of 
later date, it was acknowledged that Mr Easthope had done good work, but under the new 
system his services had to be dispensed with. It was also stated that the Masterton Committee 
was the only one which had expressed disapproval of the change. -The Secretary was 
instructed to reply, pointing out that other committees were not aware of the change, and 
consequently could not express disapproval ; also, pointing out that the Masterton Committee 
had received no official intimation, and had only learned of the Board's action when the 
Truant Officer received notice that his services were to be dispensed with. 
Messrs McLeod and Young and Mr A. Hollings wrote with reference to the proposal to 
supply school children with books free of charge. They asked that the local booksellers 
should be given an opportunity to tender for same.—On the motion of Mr Heylioe, seconded 
by Mr Waddington, the Secretary was instructed to reply, stating that the Committee had not 
yet taken any action in the matter, but that when they were prepared to give effect to their 
decision to supply books to school children, the local booksellers would be given an 
opportunity to submit quotations. 
The Education Board notified that the request of the Committee to appoint Mr H. H. Sutton to 
the position of third assistant at the District High School had been acceded to, and that Mr 
Sutton would probably begin his duties on October Ist. 
Accounts amounting to £21 10s Id were passed for payment. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs Townsend, .Pragnell and Waddington 
27th September 1905 A number of trees are being uprooted at the Masterton District High 
School grounds, to prepare the way for the erection of the new brick rooms which are to be 
added to the building. 
30th September 1905 Following is a list of those scholars who passed at the annual 
examination in connection with the Masterton District High School:— 



Standard VI. —Boys: Charles Ashley, George Brooks, Tom Brooks, Ross Burridge, Percy 
Chapman, Alick Coburn, Arthur Cowper, Hylton Dixon, Roy Duncan, Edward Flanagan, 
Arthur Rarrod, Arthur Keisenberg, Hermann Keisenberg, Roland King, Orien Knight, Harold 
Lett, Win. Mcliattie, Errol Maekersey, Lawrence Mason, Stanley Matthews, Walter Newton, 
Percy Petersen, Alfred Rigg, Stanley Temple, Oscar Wellington, Arthur Wheelcr, Norman 
Williams, James Winchester, Jack Winteringham, Allan Younghusband, Leigh 
Younghusband. Girls: Olive Bannister, Connie Braggins, Eva Briden, Edith Chambers, 
Winnie Evernden, Grace Ewart, Elsie Flanagan, Sarah Fowles, Alma Fuller, Lily Gough, 
Rose Jackson, Ethel Johnston, Lily March, Connie Miller, Chrissie Morton, Winnie Rayner, 
Lily Swanson, Nellie Watson, Florence Whitton, Stella Williams, Jessie Welsh. 
Standard V.- Boys: Wilfred Andrews, Milton Archer, John Annan, William Barrett, Harold 
Broadbent, Hector Braggins, Erdly Buckeridge, Robert Cameron, Willie Chambers, John 
Cross, Alfred Donald, Percy Evernden, George Elliott, Edwin Easthope, Jack Fuller, Ernest 
Franks, Norman Franks, Norman Fly, Fred Graham Roland Hatch, Ray Huston, Harry 
Heyhoe, Douglas Willie Hoar, Stephen Harris, George Harris, Wilfred Hampton, Alfred f 
bbetson, Clifford Jackson, Reginald Knight, Cyril La Roche, Bertie Livingstone, Harry Long, 
Norman Miller, Reggie Miller, Bertie McWhinnie, Tom McMaster, Rainton Murray, Archie 
Montgomery, Ernest Newton, Charles Osman, Ernest Olliver, Richard Pearson, Alfred 
Pauling, Len. Simonson, Clarence Walker, Arthur Ward, Herbert Yates. Girls. -Elsie 
Bannister, Mary Campbell, Gladys Church, Gladys Cork, Doris Dixon, Annie Fraser, Jessie 
Fraser, Ethel Green, Lexie Green, Ruby Haxton, Eveline McCormack, Chrissie McKenzie, 
Bessie McKee, Mary McGuckin, Gladys McKenzie, Gladys Moore, Nellie Millar, Gladys 
Murray, Jessie Milne, Kathleen Montgomery, Nellie Robertson, Elsie Shackleton, Olive 
Sutherland, Delia Syverston, Ethel Saxton, Lavinia Tait, Ettie Tornquist, Ina Williams, 
Chrissie Weston. 
Standard IV.—Boys : John Adams, James Ah Lop, James Ansell, Cecil Blinkhorne, Walter 
Clapp, Richard Chappell, Bruce Clancy, Kenneth Curtis, Joseph Darville, George Deane, 
Meredith Ewart, Joseph Ewington, Ernest Flaws, Horace Flaws, Hugh Fraser, Percy Fraser, 
Arthur Golder, Frank Gray, Stanley Harding, Ferdinand Ilartmann, Hans Hartmarm, David 
Heggie, Jack Hirschberg, Thomas Huston, Clarence La Roche, Edward Lawrence, Terence 
31cKee, Henry Montgomery, Arthur Morgan, Sydney Munn, Rupert Payne, George Peters, 
Percy Pragnell, Stanley Pragnell, Thos. Rayner, Harry Satchel!, Herbert Smith, Horace Terry, 
Fred Tornquist, Guy Wagg, William Wagg, Ivan Weston, Harry Whiten. Henry Williams, 
Herbert Wimsett, M Yarr, Roy Dixon. Girls: Mabel Re cr in-i "'"''a Andrew, Rita Arnold, 
Alexander, a... ""- la '-. Billington, Ethel Maud Bentley, " Cook, Braggins, Florence Brideu. 
orenc^ Annie Cullen, Gladys Evernden, *.. Ewington, Jessie Exell, Lucy Fowles, Haz>_. 
Fuller, Mary Hatch, Maud Hollings, Annie Hood, Dorothy Hounslow, Ettie Joyce, Elsie 
King, Matilda Lyttle, Easter Miller, Dorothy Nicolson, Millicent Forman, Florence Payne, , 
Lilian Peters, Gertrude  Petersen, May : Pond, Myrtle Reed, Vida Renall, Amy Thompson, 
Harriet Thompson, Jean Weyland, Ivy Wilton, 
Third Standard.—Boys : Bert Ah Lop, George Ansell, Harold Baillie, Harry Bannister, 
Walter Clarke, John Candy, Reginald Cairns, Fred Cotter, Bruce Dixon, Willie. Drake, 
William Elliott, Douglas Fraser, George Forman, Percy Fly, Ivan Gray, Douglas Hosking, 
Arnold Hadley, Walter Harding, Robert Hawkins, Roy Hawke, Edward Jepson, Harold Lett, 



Horace Lewin, Willie Christian, Alick McKenzie, Vincent Xorman, Clarence Ralph, Herbert 
Raflills. Richard Renall, Roy Richards, George Saker, John Swanson, Stanley Sreeves, 
Phillip Shaw, Richard Te Tail, William Terry.. Toy Tait, Reginald Wilton, George Wagg, 
Richard Webber, Robert Wise, William Wood, Leslie Clapp, Roy Falloon, Charles Jones, 
Douglas Mackersey, John Towers, Stuart Ross. Giv , " • , ~" Billingtoi) n -- : 
~ riorence uentley, Sybill Camera jMilly Cook, Dorothy Cork. M^ , ' , ' '--> Minnie Dixon n ' 
. -~-c uevenport, f T ,-A""- ~ viarice Graham, Grace ciuead, Nylla Hyde, Olive Henderson, 
Ruby Hooper,' Edith" Haxton, Natalie Hill, Ada' Hunter, Florence Holmes. Annie Irvine, 
Diris Johnson. Vera King, Hermione Knicht. Gladys Lett, Emma Leach, Berry Leach, 
Margaret Cameron, Rona Mason, "Monica Mellwood, Dora Murray, Evelyn Miniiie, Dorothy 
Newton, Ruth Pelling, Dora Pinhey, Cora Ralph, Alma Reynolds, Margaret Sewell, Katie 
Shaw, Grace Tooby, Millicent Townsend, Annie Yates. Second Standard.—Boys: William 
Annan, Louis Butcher, Leonard Boden. Norman Cairns Leslie Clancy, Gordon Chapman, 
William Davidson, Alfred Davidson, Harry Elliott, Ormond Hooper, Bertie Harrod, Frank 
Hensen, Alex. Irvine, Denis Houngan, Leslie Johnson. Victor Jones, William Lenz Vlbert 
McCormack, Frank Mansell, Harold Moore,' William OUiver, Edward Pelling, Edward 
Perry, Bertie Reardon, Claude Vailer, Isaac Wyber, Reginald Wood, Percy Wimsett, Fred 
Ackermann, John Millar, Alex. McKenzie. Girls : Pearl Allsworth, Ivy Anderson, Odosca 
Blockley, Eveline Barker, Lily Cameron, Brenda Cross, Elhe Cant, Mabel Darlington, May 
Hart, Myrtle Iladley, Daisy Hart, Zelma Hooper, Mary Hensen. Lilla" Haxton, Olive Joyce, 
Evelyn Jones, 'Rayne King, Nancy Monday, Ruby Pinkney, Ethel Pord, Alma Perry, Eileen 
Pinhey] Elspeth Robertson, Marjorie Robertson, Ivy Shackleton, Winnie Truscott, Amy 
Vaughan, Minnie Wallis, Maud Williams. First Standard.—Boys: Arthur Andrews, Herbert 
Biggs, Frank Cairns, Spencer Cotter, Howard Devonport, Allan Fuller. Arthur Hipkins, Peter 
Hartmann, James Harris, Harold Jepson, Leo Keisenberg, Hamilton Logan, Alfred Little, 
William Leach, John McLean, Lincoln Murray, Robert Peterson, Teddy Pinkney, Eric Tooby, 
Herbert Tornquist, Miliari Thompson Bruce Morton, Leonard Coiiett, Leopold Jackson, 
Sydney Pragnell Archie Williams. Girls: Alma Blinkhorne, Alma Carpenter, Selina Cotter, 
Elma Chapman, Hilda Davidson, Alice Golder, Edna Graham, Aileen Judd, Eva Lenz, May k 
Lewin, Gladys McKenzie, Ruby Maltby, Edith Newtown, Pearlie Pond, Lily Pauling, Eva 
Raffills, Dorothy Keith, Agnes McCorraick, Olive Wilton, Eunice-Wyber., 
SIDE SCHOOL. Second Standard.—Boys: Arthur Andrews, Burnett Brunton, Roy Brunton, 
Raymond Baillie, Alfred Easthope, Joseph Gray, Stephen Gough, Thomas Harding, 
Lawrence Johnson, William Langley, Harold Martin, Alfred Munn, Herbert Newcombe, 
Frank Stains, Ivan Sutherland, Willie Tβ Tau, Eric Wickens. Girls : Olive Andrews, Beatrice 
Baillie, Lizzie Kavanagh, Mabel Saker, Hettie Simonson, Myre Wickens. . First Standard.—
Boys : George Ah Lop, Fergus Barrowman, Victor Davis, William Deadman, Frank Hoar, 
Alfred Hollings, Cecil Johnson, Walter Leslie, Walter Peterson, Bertram Russell, William 
Towers, Roy Gardner, Leslie Jones, Arthur.Levick, Bertranr Wood, Leo Welch, Douglas 
Harding. 
Girls .' Dolly Barrett, Lily Easthope, Violet Ewington, Verna Knowles, Doris Madeley, Ella 
Pinhey, Alma Pickering, Violet Reardon, Violet Rayner, Ruby Thompson, Olive AA r 
ooding, Hattie Brookes, Rahel Ballantyne, Una Coster, Ivy Graham. 



30th September 1905 During the examination at the Masterton District High School, the 
Inspector asked the question, " Where can you see St. George and the dragon ? " doubtless 
expecting the answer, "On the back of a sovereign." In response to his query, a pupil's hand 
immediately went up. " Well, my boy? " asked the inspector. "On jam tins, Sir," answered the 
lad —and he wondered why the Inspector smiled. 
13th October 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee vas'held in the 
Technical School last evening. Present: Messrs R. Brown (chair), W. A.. Fendall, E. Pragnell, 
H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, E. H. Waddington, G. A. Townsend and Rev. D. J. Murray. The 
Treasurer reported: Credit balance at last meeting, £113s 6J ; credit balance at date, £18 9s 
4d. A reply was received to a letter sent to the Wellington Education Board re the Truant 
Officer. The Board regretted that they could not accede to the request of the Masterton 
School Committee to retain the services of the Truant Officer in Mastcrton. —The Chairman 
stated that he had instructed the Secretary to write to the Board and ask why a similar 
circular, as sent to the Committees in the Manawalu district, had not been sent to the 
Wairarapa Committees, As no reply had been received to the communication, he moved that 
the Board be requested to reply to same. Seconded by Mr H. O'Leary and carried. 
Various replies were received from chairmen of School Committees in the district, supporting 
the proposal of the Masterton Committee to form a School Committees' Association.—As 
there were a number of replies yet to be received, the matter was allowed to stand over. 
Accounts, amounting to £11 3s 9d, were passed for payment, subject to certificates being 
obtained. 
The Headmaster of the Masterton District High School reported as follows, biter alia : —
Average attendance: At main school, 589; at side school, 154 ; at secondary classes, 64. 
Notwithstanding the very bad weather experienced during the week which ended on the 22nd 
ult., the percentage of attendance for the month is very high. The absentee report contains 
only a few names. In nearly every case bad weather is made the excuse for absence. It is 
interesting to notice that none of these scholars have long distances to travel. Mr Sulton, the 
recently appointed assistant master, commenced duty on the 10th inst. I have already formed 
a good opinion of his capability as a teacher. Of the scholars who passed the Sixth Standard 
examination, twenty-nine have entered the secondary department. The roll number in the two 
classes is now ninety-nine. The furniture for the new secondary class-rooms has been selected 
by the Inspectors and myself, and the order has been placed by the Board. The whole of the 
furniture will be ready to be placed in the rooms immediately the latter are ready for 
occupation. The second term holiday was observed last week, after the annual examination, 
and the Inspectors' examination holiday on Monday last. A holiday was not observed on 
Labour Day. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Fendall. 
19th October 1905 The Masterton District High School is holding a demonstration, this 
afternoon in honour of Trafalgar Day. Arrangements have been made for the scholars to be 
addressed by Rev. D. J. Murray, and the Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson). The British flag 
will be saluted, and the National Anthem sung. The Municipal Brass Band will be present to 
take part in the proceedings. 
20th October 1905 The centenary of Trafalgar was celebrated at the Masterton District High 
School, yesterday afternoon. The scholars assembled in the School grounds at half-past two, 



and patriotic addresses were delivered" by Rev. D. J. Murray, Mr R. Brown (chairman of the 
School Committee), Mr J. Heyhoe and Mr W. H. Jackson (head-master). It was empressed 
upon the children that while they might not all be able to rise to eminence as Lord Nelson had 
done, yet they could all emanate the example he had set by doing their duty. At the 
conclusion ol the addresses the British (lag was unfurled and cheered and saluted by the 
scholars. The function concluded with the singing of the National anthem. 
20th October 1905 During the Trafalgar centenary celebrations at the Masterton District High 
School yesterday the Challenge Shield won by the No 1 company of the school rifle cadets 
was on view. The shield was presented by Dr. Bey, Messrs W. C. Buchanan, W. H. Beetham, 
C. If. Izard, J. Cotter, and Innate Mr C. J. Tully, and has to be defended each year. The 
Premier has been invited to Masterton to formally present the shield to the winners at a 
special parade proposed to to be held during the present month. 
21st October 1905 Secondary Education—Our last report referred to efforts being made to 
get improved facilities for the advanced classes, at our District High School. It is satisfactory 
to report that a contract has now been let for building the necessary rooms, while the local 
Trust Lands Trust is subscribing liberally funds for equipping the chemistry and cooking 
classes, proposed to be located in a portion of the new building. 
27th October 1905 During the approaching holiday season the Masterton School will be 
painted within and without, fence and all included. A number of repairs will also be effected 
at the same time. The growing scarcity of teachers is dicated by the fact that for six vacancies 
in schools under the Wellington Education Board there were only eight applicants—all young 
people. 
27th October 1905 commenced, and the fu The rebuilding of the South Wellington School and 
the Masterton District High School had been rniture for the Masterton School had been 
ordered. 
17th November 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in 
the Technical School last evening. There were present: Messrs R. Brown (Chairman), J. 
Carpenter, AY. A. Fendall, G. Townsend, J. Heyhoe, E. H. Waddington, E. Pragnell, H. 
O'Leary, and Rev. D. J. Murray. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £25 13s 7d. Accounts amounting to £3 12s 
wore passed for payment. 
A letter was received from the Education Board, stating that tenders had been called for 
renovating the school buildings during the Christmas vacation. 
The Secretary was instructed to procure a copy of the Education Act Amendment Act of last 
session. 
The question of having a fire prevention water service laid on at the school was mentioned by 
the Chairman, who moved that the Education Board be written to, asking them to have the 
work carried out. In moving in this direction, he stated that a juvenile fire brigade might be 
formed amongst the scholars of the senior classes, which would be of service in case of 
emergency. He thought the probabilities were that the Education Board would endorse the 
suggestion, as there was no insurance on the building. The motion was seconded by Mr 
Pragnell and carried. The visiting members for the month are Rev. Murray and Messrs 
Heyhoe and O'Leary. The headmaster (Mr W H. Jackson) reported as follows: — Attendance 
for the past month:—Main School, roll 657, average attendance 589, percentage of 



attendance, 90 ; Side School, roll 162, average attendance 140, percentage of attendance, 86; 
Secondary Classes, roll 96, average attendance 91, percentage of attendance 95. 
With the exception of the 25th ult. and the 10th inst., when bad weather was experienced, the 
attendance for the month has been good. Had the attendance on these days been lower than it 
was, the average would not have suffered", as these attendances would have been omitted in 
calculating the average, in accordance with the Education Department's regulations. As all 
capitation payments to Boards, Committees and teachers are made on average attendance, it 
follows that a creditable attendance on bad days carries a penalty in the shape of reduced 
capitation payment. The committee will probably remember that I drew attention to the 
present unsatisfactory method of calculating the average attendance, and that a 
communication was sent from them to the Minister of Education on the matter. 
The Education Board's Truant Officer paid a visit of inquiry to the school last week. 
I have received from the Board a copy of the specifications covering the whole of the 
painting and repairs to be done during the Christmas vacation. I forward the copy for the 
Committee's information ancl inspection. It will be noticed that the work is divided into two 
or three small contracts. This will enable the whole of the work to be done during the holiday 
term. 
Provision is made in the contract for the new buildings, and for gravel paths in the front 
grounds. I would suggest that the Committee arrange with the Board for asphalt paths. The 
Board would, I think, agree to the proposal, if the Committee would undertake to pay half the 
additional cost. 
With the buildings now being erected, the school property will be much increased in size and 
value, ancl in my opinion, a caretaker's cottage, in close proximity to the school, is desirable. 
I would recommend the Committee to approach the Trust Lands Trust, with a view to 
obtaining a lease of one of the of the Trust's cottages overlooking the school property. 
The grass in front of the side school and' along some of the paths needs attention. 
It was decided to give effect to the Headmaster's suggestion and request the Education Board 
to pay half the cost of asphalting instead of gravelling the paths in the front grounds ; also to 
approach the Trust Lands Trust with reference to a caretaker's cottage. 
18th November 1905 Masterton Trust Lands Trust From the Education Board, acknowledging 
receipt of grant for the District High. School. From the Secretary of the Masterton School 
Committee, asking if the Trust had a suitable cottage available near the school, for a 
residence for the caretaker.—Referred to the Secretary to report to the next meeting. 
28th November 1905  Tenders are invited for painting and repairs at the Masterton School to 
close December 7th. 
15th December 1905 Mr W. H. Jackson reported to the Masterton School Committee last 
evening that the supply of spring water from Mr Perry's property in Cornwall-street to the 
School continued plentiful and eminently satisfactory and this although the pipes had been 
down some fifteen years. The box protecting the inlet had been broken open and the 
watercress removed. In reference to the reported finding of a fowl in the supply, Mr Jackson 
explained that it was a spot quite distinct from the spring which is tapped by the School pipes. 
In his report to the Masterton School. Committee, last night, Mr W. H. Jackson mentioned 
that the attendance for the month has been good. The Side School attendance had been 
slightly affected through several cases of chicken-pox. The Board's truant officer visited the 



school on Tuesday, the sth inst. He called on several parents and warned them of his intention 
of taking proceedings unless regular attendance was made by their children. A large number 
of scholars had earned attendance certificates this year, and the attendance for the whole year 
has been good. In consequence of this improved attendance the school will be ranked one 
grade higher. The Chairman (Mr R. Brown) remarked that it was satisfactory to note the good 
attendance maintained, and he thought it directly attributable to the efforts of the Truant 
Officer. (Hear ! hear !) A large number of children had earned attendance certificates. Mr 
Easthope said eleven per cent, of the children had earned certificates, and this was a record 
for the school. 
15th December 1905 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held in the 
Technical School building, last evening, was attended by Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. 
Heyhoe, J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary, W. A. Fendall, and Rev. D. J. Murray. An apology for 
absence was received from Mr E. H. Waddington.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at last meeting of £26 16s 7d ; Government subsidy 
received, £28 16s 9d ; expenditure for month, £11 7s Bd, leaving a credit balance at date of 
£44 10s lOd. . 
Mr O'Leary (visiting member) recommended having the grass cut at the side school, and the 
Visiting Committee was instructed to have the work carried out. Messrs Pragnell, Townsend 
and Waddington are the Visiting Committee. 
The Secretary of the Education Board advised that the matter of asphalting, in place of 
gravel, on the new paths had been referred to the architect. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, reported the average attendances as follows:—At Main 
School, 589; Side School, 146; Secondary Classes, 90. He also reported that one of the pupil 
teachers has been granted leave of absence for the three weeks, ending on the 15th inst., on 
account of illness. The following pupil teachers, having completed their] term of 
apprenticeship, retire from the staff at the close of the school year:—Mr Larsen, Miss 0. 
Iorns, Miss I. Iorns, and Miss L. Smith. All of the teachers named leave the staff with an 
excellent' record. Three of them have applied for permission to enter the Training College at 
Wellington. 
The Committee viewed with satisfaction the excellent progress made by the pupil teachers, as 
reported upon by Mr Jackson and, on Mr Heyhoe's proposition, a resolution was carried, 
conveying these sentiments to them, together with the Committee's best wishes for their 
success in the future. The chairman was authorised to sign credentials to the pupil teachers. 
Accounts, amounting to £22 7s 7d, were passed for payment. 
16th December 1905 Masterton Trust Lands Trust Mr R. Brown (chairman), Rev. D. J. 
Murray and H. O'Leary, representatives from the Masterton School Committee, waited on the 
Trust Lands Trustees last evening, to secure their co-operation in a project to establish an 
agricultural science class in connection with the District High School. Mr Brown explained 
the object of the agricultural science class, and what had so far been done. The School 
Committee thought the Trust Lands Trust would assist the movement with the necessary site 
for carrying out the practical part of the class. 
Rev. Murray remarked that if the proposal to establish a class commended itself to the Trust 
the better arrangement- would be the appointment of a sub-committee to deal with the details. 



As guardians of the educational interests of the district it had occurred to him that the Trust 
should retain certain authority instead of ending their responsibility by providing a site. 
Mr O'Leary apprehended a certain amount of danger by leaving all authority with the Trust. 
The Trustees now comprising the Trust would not always be there, and in any changes the 
danger lay. 
Mr Brown said the School Committee were desirous of working in conjunction with the 
Trust, 
Mr Daniell remarked that he would like to see the Education Board form an agricultural 
science class in Masterton on a firm but small basis, and gradually broaden out so that 
eventually Masterton would be the centre of the Wairarapa. He believed a good garden could 
be made on a site opposite the school…………. 
16th December 1905 The Masterton District High School and the Victoria-street Side School 
" broke up " yesterday afternoon for the summer vacation, which, this year,-is to extend over 
six. weeks. Prior to the scholars dispersing, a number of attendance certificates gained, during 
the year, were presented by Mr R. Brown (Chairman of the School Committee). In 
approximate figures, one hundred scholars, out Of eight hundred on the roll/gained 
certificates; about half being first-class and half second-class. This is an exceptional record, 
and very' much better than that of any previous year. It may also be taken as a standard for 
judging the attendance as a whole, which has been  so well maintained that the school, as a 
result has been raised one degree. : In order to' qualify for a first-class certificate, the pupil 
must make every attendance during the year, and for a second class certificate must not be 
absent more than five 'times (half-days) when the school is opened. Quite a number of those 
children who gained' second-class certificates only failed to gain the higher honours by losing 
one half day. Mi- W. H. Jackson (Headmaster), who addressed each class of children prior to 
the presentation of certificates, made special mention to the excellent record of three boys, 
Fred, Peter and Hans Hartmann. These children have gained certificates for two years in 
succession under exceptional circumstances. He referred to other children who had gained 
certificates for attendance, notwithstanding they had to walk as much as four miles to school; 
also, to the fact that, in addition to those gaining certificates this year, there were scholars in 
the various classes who had not missed a single attendance for two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight, and even nine years—a record of which any boy or girl might be proud. Mr 
Brown, in presenting the certificates, congratulated the holders on their achievement, and 
urged them to continue to make the best use of their opportunities to acquire knowledge, 
which would be invaluable to them in their future careers. The unsuccessful ones he 
encouraged to better effort next year. Mr J. Heyhoe (a member of the School Committee) was 
also present, and addressed a few remarks to the children, joining with the previous speakers 
in wishing them a pleasant holiday and a happy and profitable new year.  
The names of those scholars who secured certificates are as follow : DISTRICT HIGH 
SCHOOL. Senior Secondary Class.—First Class Certificates— Earle Huston, Amy Shaw, 
Edith Murray, Aileen Murray, Dorothy Jackson, Sidney. Jackson. Second Class Certificates 
—Bert Syverston, Colin Grant. Junior Secondary Class.—First Class Certificate—Orien 
Knight. Second Class Certificates—Hylton Dixon, Charles Ashley, Jack Wintringham, 
Florence Whitton. Sixth Standard. —First Class Certificates — Milton Archer, Bertie 
McWhinnie, Edwin Easthope, Douglas Hipkins, Bertie Livingstone, Reginald Knight, Lucy 



Reed. Second Class Certificates—Arthur Ward, Norman Fly, William Hoar, Frederick 
Graham, Reginald Millar, Richard Pearson, Robert Cameron, Mary Campbell. 
Fifth Standard. —First Class Certificates —Joseph Ewington, Fred Hartmann, Richard 
Chappell, Nora Cook, Elsie King, Myrtle Reed. Second Class Certificates—Joseph Darvill, 
Meredith Ewart, Roy Huston, Reginald Yarr, Maud Bentley. 
Fourth Standard. —First Class Certificates —Hilla Hyde, Arnold Hadley, Richard Webber, 
William Wood. Second Class Certificates—Alex McKenzie, Douglas Fraser, Philip Shaw, 
Stuart  Ross, Katie Shaw, Dora Murray, Myrtle Devonport, Hermione Knight. 
Third Standard.—First Class Certificates —Willie Lenz, Isaac Wyber, Arthur Whittaker, 
Bertie Harrod, Myrtle Hadley, Ethel Pond, Olive Andrew, Second-class certificates—Alfred 
Davidson, Harry Elliott, Frank Henson, Albert Lewin, Roy Brunton, Zelma Hooper. 
Second Standard.—First Class Certificates —Peter Hartmann, Leo yon Keisenberg, Leopold 
Jackson, Agnes McCormick, Eunice Wyber. Second Class Certificates— Willie Leach, 
Howard Devonport, Hilda Davidson, Lily Pauling. 
First Standard.—First Class Certificates— Lawrence Franks.- Second Class Certificates —
Clemmie McKay, Myrtle Cairns, Olive Vollheim. 
Infants' Room. —Second Class Certificates —Percy Davidson, Albert Lenz, James Wyber, 
Ethel Leach, Fanny Pond. ...  
SIDE'SCHOOL. First Standard.—First Class Certificates — Edgar Barratt, Stanley Moore, 
Viola Andrew. Second Standard.—First Class Certificates —Roy Gardner, Walter Leslie, 
Hattie Brooks, Violet Ewington, Alma Pickering. Second; Class Certificates—Bertie Wood, 
Dolly Barratt, Lily Easthope. 
Infants' Room —First Class Certificates— Robert Davey. Second Class Certificates— 
Winnie Barratt. 

1906 
1906 750 Masterton Jackson William H D1 Headmaster £370 $57,502 
1906 750 Masterton Haslam Charles N C2 Assistant Master £240 $37,298 
1906 750 Masterton Wolff Rosabell E1 Assistant Female £195 $30,305 
1906 750 Masterton Bunting Nelson D2 Assistant Master £185 $28,751 
1906 750 Masterton Sutton Howard H D4 Assistant Master £165 $25,643 
1906 750 Masterton Munro Isabella E1 Assistant Female £140 $21,757 
1906 750 Masterton McGregor Lois D2 Assistant Female £125 $19,426 
1906 750 Masterton York Mary Lic Assistant Female £115 $17,872 
1906 750 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth E2 Assistant Female £100 $15,541 
1906 750 Masterton Kay Florence  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,325 
1906 750 Masterton McGregor Katherine  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,325 
1906 750 Masterton Murray Irene J  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,325 
1906 750 Masterton Clarke Mary A C  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,548 
1906 750 Masterton Messenger Rhoda  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,548 
1906 750 Masterton von Kaisenburg E M  Female Pupil Teacher 2 £35 $5,439 

  Masterton Hogg Fay D5 Female Pupil Teacher 3   



1906 750 Masterton Charters BA A B B2 Secondary   
1906 750 Masterton McLandress M A I B2 Secondary   
1906 750 Masterton Williams B A Ethel B2 Secondary   

12th January 1906 We: wish the members of the Masterton School Committee every success 
in their commendable efforts to secure a patch of agricultural land to be used in connection 
with our primary education system. It appears that the Committee is now waiting for the 
promised assistance of the Trust Lands Trust, and we hope this will be promptly and 
generously given. We feel sure that the community will readily respond to any appeal made 
to it, not only for implements and seeds, but also for expert tuition. The boy who learns the 
best methods of cultivating the soil, is a better equipped colonist than the lad who is expert in 
decimals and algebra. The Masterton School Committee need not be afraid of asking for too 
much towards a praiseworthy enterprise of this kind. 
12th January 1906 In reference to the proposal to establish a Wairarapa School Committees' 
Association, Mr R. Brown reported to the Masterton School Committee, last evening, that 
favourable replies had been received from twenty Committees. He thought a meeting should 
be called to be held in Masterton at an early date to discuss matters bearing on the matter. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last evening, the Chairman reported 
on what had so far been done in reference to the inauguration of an agricultural class in 
connection with the school. The Trust Lands Trustees had offered a section of land, but 
nothing had been received in writing. It was important that the matter should be pushed on as 
rapidly as possible to ensure Masterton becoming the centre of instruction in the Wairarapa. 
The subcommittee would keep ahead in the matter. The Chairman also mentioned that 
possibly assistance, in the way of gifts of implements and seeds, would be forthcoming from 
the local merchants were they approached. Their interest, he believed, would be aroused in 
the undertaking. So soon as the Trust's offer was received in writing the sub-committee could 
advance matters. 
12th January 1906 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School building last evening. Mr R. Brown presided, and there were also present 
Messrs J. Carpenter, E. H. Waddington, W. A. Fendall, H. O'Leary and J. Heyhoe. 
The Treasurer reported credit at last meeting £44 10s lOd, with Government subsidy on grant 
bringing amount up to £91 18s 7d. Payments made during the month reduced the credit to 
£59 14s Bd. 
The Board's architect, replying to the Committee's query on the matter, stated it was possible 
the contractor for the now building at the school would exceed his 
time, but a definite date would be fixed when the writer again inspected the work. The 
Chairman remarked that very slow progress was being made with the erection of the building, 
which, it appeared to him, would not be finished for some time. Mr Heyhoe remarked that 
there remained a good deal of work to do before the structure was completed, but the 
contractor was not altogether at fault. There was a month's delay before the contract was 
signed. It was decided to ask the architect when the building will be finished, and to have the 
work hurried on. 
The Committee approved the action of the Clerk of Works in giving instructions to have an 
unsafe chimney at the school pulled down. 



The Trust Lands Trustees advised that they had no cottage vacant near the school for 
occupation by the caretaker of the school. The Committee decided to ask the Trust lo give the 
first refusal when one of the cottages near the school are empty. 
The Secretary of the Trust Lands Trustees replied to a letter from the Committee that up to 
the present £22 10s had been paid to the Education Board and this represented one-half of the 
yearly grant to the Committee. The Chairman remarked that £22 10s was only a quarter of the 
sum previously granted by the Trust, and the Committee had received no notification of a 
reduction in the grant. On the motion of Mr Fendall, a deputation consisting of the Chairman, 
Rev. D. J. Murray and the mover was set up to wait on the Trust to' urge the voting of the 
usual grant. On the motion of Mr Waddington, seconded by Mr Heyhoe,  
it was decided to forward a letter of sympathy and condolence to Mr J. A. Renall and family, 
on the sad bereavement lately suffered in the death of Miss Olive Renall, who had been 
associated at one time with the District High School. 
Messrs Pragnell, Townsend and Waddington are the Visiting Committee for the month. 

29th December 1905 LATE MISS OLIVE RENALL. 

The sympathy felt for the Mayor of Masterton and his family, and the esteem in which his 
late daughter, Miss Olive Renall, was held, was unmistakably manifested by the number of 
.settlers , and citizens who attended the funeral of that young lady yesterday afternoon. 
Notwithstanding the almost continuous rainfall and muddy condition roads, the procession of 
mourners, marching on foot, was probably the largest that has yet taken part in the funeral of 
a young person in this part of the Colony. Alongside of the hearse walked the members of the 
Borough Council, who also acted as pall bearers. Following came the family relatives, forty 
or fifty in number, and behind them a long array of mourners, in which town and country 
were well represented, for anions; them were settlers from the most remote parts of the 
district. Among those present were the Members for Masterton (Mr A. W. Hogg), and 
Wairarapa (Mr J. T. M. Hornsby). The father, who seemed overwhelmed with grief, was 
supported at the grave by Mr James-Brown, Mayor of Carterton, and Mr Adams, of Patea, the 
young man to whom the deceased was engaged to be married. The last rites were performed 
most impressively, but under great difficulties, owing to the noise of the rain on the 
umbrellas, by the Rev. A. M. Johnson.  

Deceased is buried in the Church of England part of the Cemetery about a couple of chains 
from the fine monument erected over the late Mr A. W. Renall. 

30th January 1906 Painters have been engaged on the Masterton District High School building 
during the vacation, and in consequence of the paint on the walls not being sufficiently dry, 
the pupils did not re-assemble yesterday morning. The classes will re-open on Monday next. 
1ST February 1906 Owing to the Masterton school ground being required by Mr Jackson next 
Thursday for a school match, the Carlton C Star B match will be postponed to-day, and the 
Star B Star C match will be played instead. 
2nd February 1906 The Wellington Education Board have approved of the following 
Wairarapa ex-pupil teachers being admitted to the Teachers' Training College at 



Wellington:—'Misses May O. Armstrong, Carterton, Ivy Irons, Olive Irons, and Mr Richard 
Larsen, Masterton. 
2nd February 1906 Mr H. Harding, the contractor for painting the Masterton District High 
School, wishes us to state that it was not owing to the paint being wet that the school was not 
reopened last Monday. He assures us that it was owing to the unpleasant smell of the fresh 
paint that the opening of the School was postponed. 
6th February 1906 The classes at the Masterton District High School and Side School re-
opened, yesterday morning, with an excellent attendance. At the Main School 25 new 
scholars presented themselves, and at the Side School 13. About half of the new pupils are 
just entering on their school career 
8th February 1906 Owing to the difficulty in securing a suitable piece of land for agricultural 
instruction purposes in connection with the Masterton School, the centre for the Wellington 
district at which Saturday classes for teachers will be conducted will be Greytown. The 
Committee at Greytown have furnished the Board with a suitable plot for the purpose, and on 
Saturday this will be taken over, and under Mr W. C. Davies, the Board's instructor, steps 
will be taken to have the land prepared and laid out, with a view to its adaptation as a training 
ground. 
9th February 1906 The Masterton School Committee has decided to invite the Minister of 
Education, the local members of the Education Board and Mr A. Vile to be present at the 
opening of the new brick wing of the District High School. The Committee, in conjunction 
with the Headmaster, will make all necessary arrangements. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last evening, Rev. D. J. Murray 
made reference to the passes matriculation and junior civil service pupils attending the High 
School and he thought the Headmaster and teaching stall were deserving of congratulation on 
the results. He moved in that direction.  
Mr Fendall agreed that the school had reached a high state of proficiency and seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously carried. 
9th February 1906 Some concern was expressed by members of the Masterton School 
Committee at last night's meeting regarding the intimation in yesterday's issue of the 
Wairarapa Daily Times that Greytown had been appointed the centre for agricultural training 
for teachers in the Wairarapa and work would be commenced on Saturday. The reason 
assigned for giving the preference to Greytown was the difficulty of providing a suitable site 
in Masterton. 
Mr R. Brown remarked that he now had in writing the offer of the Trust Lands Trust to give a 
section and £50 for fencing. He could not understand why Greytown had been established the 
centre for teachers' classes, and the article in that day's paper was the first notice he had that 
such a thing was contemplated. So far as the Masterton Committee was concerned a sub-
committee was moving, and Mr Davies (the instructor) was well aware of the offer made by 
the Trust. …………….. 
9th February 1906 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening, there being present: Rev  D. J. Murray (in the chair, in the absence of Mr R. Brown), 
Messrs E. H. Waddington, J. Carpenter, W. A. Kendall, G. Townsend, E. Pragnell and H. 
O'Leary. 



The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £78 2s 4d, a cheque since drawn reducing 
the amount to £76 9s. Liabilities reported upon by the Secretary showed the sum to exceed 
the credit balance. 
The Education Board suggested that a vacancy caused in the teaching staff by the retirement 
of four pupil teachers should be filled by Miss Clarke, at present on the staff of the Greytown 
School. It was stated she had passed the junior civil service and had two years' teaching 
experience.—The Secretary reported that an urgent answer to the Board's letter was 
necessary, consequently a consultation was held with the headmaster and Chairman. A 
favourable report was made and the appointment of Miss Clarke was agreed to. 
The Secretary of the Trust Lands Trust advised that the second half of the grant (£22 10s) had 
been remitted to the Education Board. 
The Headmaster reported:-Attendance : Main school 651, side school 171, secondary classes 
76. The school re-opened on Monday last with a very satisfactory attendance of pupils and a 
full stall. Since the holiday 52 new pupils had been admitted, 37 of them into the primary 
department at the main school, 2 into the secondary classes, and 13 into the side school 
department. To fill the vacancies caused by the retirement of the four pupil teachers whose 
term of service had expired, two transfers had been made by the Board, and two positions had 
still to be filled. He understood that the recommendation of the Committee in connection with 
the proposal to asphalt the new paths had been agreed to by the Board, but no definite 
arrangements had been made for the work to be done. No bicycle accommodation is available 
for teachers’ cycles, and the shelter provided for boys' cycles is quite inadequate. He asked 
the Committee to take into consideration the question of providing additional shelters. The 
Headmaster also asked the Committee to make arrangements for the winter's supply of 
firewood and coal, the latter being required for the new rooms. 
Mr Waddington heartily approved of the Committee undertaking what was needed in the way 
of bicycle accommodation, and, on his motion, the visiting Committee was asked to report on 
the matter. 
The Secretary was instructed to obtain prices for coal and wood supplies. 
Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Fendall are the visiting members for the month. 
9th February 1906 The new class rooms at the Masterton District High School are expected to 
be completed about the middle of next month. At the meeting of the School Committee last 
evening it was decided to invite the Minister of Education and the local members of the 
Education Board (Messrs Hogg and Feist) to be present at the opening. The committee as a 
whole, in conjunction  with the headmaster, will carry out all arrangements in connection 
with the opening. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening, the Rev. D. J. Murray stated 
that as he would not be able to attend any more meetings of the committee, owing to the fact 
that he would be absent at a conference in Dunedin by the time of the next meeting, and that 
he would be in his new circuit at the time of the following meeting, he would like the 
committee to save him from resigning his .position to grant him leave of absence for the 
remainder of the committee's term. In doing so, he stated that he had always found it a 
pleasure to work on the committee, and regretted severing his connection with them. On the 
motion of Mr O'Leary leave of absence was unanimously granted to the' Rev. Murray  



24th February 1906 The new brick building erected on the Masterton School grounds for 
technical classes is expected to be completed in about a week's time. Mr Turnbull, the Board's 
architect, was in Masterton to-day. 
The result of the examination of teachers for the Masterton district is as follows :- 
Passed for Class " C," J. J. Guest (Te Ore Ore); passed for Class " D," Jane Bairstow [Last 
taught at Pongaroa in 1901], Constance Edkins [Never Taught in Wellington Education 
Board] and Olive Iorns [Masterton] ; passed for Class " E," Eliza Bland [Mrs, Kaitawa] ; 
partial pass, Class " D " Kate Campbell [Te Ore Ore], R. Larsen [Masterton], Irene Murray 
[Masterton], Catherine Wilson [Never taught in Wellington Education Board] and Ellen 
Pinhey [Carterton]. 
Messrs W. C. Davies (instructor) and Tenant (inspector), representing the Wellington 
Education Board, were in Masterton on Thursday, and made an inspection of the site offered 
by the Trust Lands Trustees for agricultural classes. It is understood these officers will 
recommend the acceptance of the plot of ground. Several promises of assistance with seed 
and manure have been received by the School Committee, and it will not be long before the 
work is commenced. 
24th February 1906 [to the editor.] 
Sir, —Will you allow me a little space in your valuable columns ? As a visitor to Masterton, I 
was very much surprised to see the poor sewing and such a useless amount shown for twelve 
months at the District High School. A young lady in the Fourth Standard brought home a 
doll's pinafore, being her unfinished sewing for twelve months. At the Napier School, Fourth 
Standard make all kinds of under-garments, and Second Standard plainer work. I should think 
if Masterton School did more useful work than dolls' clothes the children would be of more 
service to their mothers. Hoping something will be done in the matter and thanking you for 
the space.—l am, etc., Mrs W. W. Jones. Dannevirke. 
26th February 1906 A petition is being circulated at Lansdowne, asking the Wellington 
Education Board to open a primary school there. It is estimated that from seventy to one 
hundred pupils would attend, many of whom would not be sent to the Masterton School for 
some time on account of the distance, and also through the unsatisfactory state of the 
roadway between the Waipoua bridges 
2nd March 1906 We learn that Mr A. N. Burns, B..A., assistant at the Masterton District High 
School, has been recommended by the Wellington Education Board for appointment to the 
position of headmaster at the Carterton School. 
3rd March 1906 THE SCHOOL CADETS MEETING. The following is the list Of the cadets 
selected to represent the Masterton District High School in the annual shooting match to be 
held at Papawai between the various schools of the Wairarapa district:— A. Wheeler, T. 
Meredith, JR. Renal], S. Hogg, S. Sievers, P. Hyde, A. Rigg, E. Mackersey, F. de Lisle, E. 
Puller, J. Wintringham, K. Duncan, J. McHattie, S. Harris, b. Temple; B. Welch, J. 
Hirschberg. The prizes include five guineas donated by the Wairarapa Rifle to be distributed 
in twenty five  prizes. Trophies to the value of two guineas, donated by the W.F. C.A., and a 
shield presented by five residents to be awarded to the school which has the best team, of five 
boys, will also be competed for. The successful team retain the shield for the ensuing year. 
The Masterton School now possess the shield which they were successful in winning last year 
13th March 1906 Miss Fanny Williams appointed female secondary assistant at Masterton  



16th March 1906 As soon as the new brick portion of the Masterton District High School is 
completed and all arrangements carried out, including asphalting, it will be formally opened. 
The date will probably be on Monday, April 2nd. 
Mr, A. N. Burns, B.A., who has been appointed to the headmastership of the Carterton 
School, will retire from the staff of the Masterton School at the end of the present month. Mr 
W. H. Jackson, in his report to the Committee, last evening, said he was sorry to lose the 
services of Mr Burns, who had been on the staff upwards of nine years, and whose work with 
his class had been marked with great zeal and' success. Rev D. J. Murray said as a committee 
they should congratulate Mr Burns on his promotion and express appreciation of his 
successful labour at the school. He moved in that directions and also that, a testimonial, 
signed by the Chairman, be given the departing teacher. Mr Carpenter seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously approved. 
In connection with the movement to establish agricultural classes for the advanced pupils at 
the Masterton District High School letters were read at last night's meeting of the School 
Committee from the Chamber of Commerce, A. and P. Association and Trust Lands Trust 
stating that delegates had been appointed by each to attend a conference on the matter. 
Considerable correspondence was read from the Education Board relative to the report as to 
the decision to establish teachers' classes on Saturdays at Greytown, the authority for such a 
statement being emphatically repudiated. A report was also read from Mr W. C. Davies 
(instructor in elementary agriculture) recommending the acceptance the piece of land offered 
for the outside work by the Trust Lands Trustees. The Chairman reported that a meeting of 
delegates of the various bodies interested was being arranged for Monday afternoon, at 3 
o'clock. Tools and seed would be necessary to start the classes, and the Chairman said he 
believed most of such requisites would be donated. 
16th March 1906 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School building last evening. Mr R, Brown (Chairman) and there were also present  
Messrs W. A. Fendall, G Townsend, .J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary, E H. Waddington, E. 
Pragnell, ,J Heyhoe and Rev D J Murray. 
The Treasurer reported w credit balance at date of £59 
The action of the secretary in accepting the tender of Mr Hyams to supply fifteen cords of 
rata at 28s a cord was confirmed 
The Wellington Education Board informed the Committee, in reply to an application, that no 
subsidy could be granted towards the installation of fire prevention appliances at the school. 
The Chairman remarked that as the cost would be (approximately) only £20, and as the 
school building was uninsured, it did not seem wise for the Board to refuse to contribute the 
half cost asked for. In case of emergency, if the school was in session, and the appliances 
fitted up, the services of the older pupils could be obtained, especially as the Fire Brigade 
Captain had offered to do what he could in the training of the boys. Mr Pragnell thought the 
case was so trilling that he could not see why the application was refused. Mr Fendall 
recommended following the matter up, by going to the Minister of Education, and this course 
was approved by the meeting. 
A letter was received from the Education Board agreeing to pay 10s for every £1 spent by the 
Committee in asphalting the footpath   at the Main School. It was decided to proceed with the 
work at once, and to write to the Board pointing out that the Committee's application was for 



£1 for £1 contributed, and that the offer was a liberal one seeing that the asphalting was 
benefiting the Board's freehold. 
The appointment of Miss Ethel Williams, B.A., as third assistant in the secondary department 
was confirmed by the Committee. 
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson), in his report, stated that one of the newly-appointed 
pupil teachers had been absent for a month with a sprained ankle, and one of the assistant 
teachers was also absent this week through illness. Mr A. N. Burns, first assistant, had been 
appointed to the headmastership of the Carterton School; Miss Fay Hogg had commenced 
duty as a pupil teacher, and Miss Smith, pupil teacher, (who he said had acquitted herself 
very creditably during her pupil teachership), would be retiring at the end of the month. 
He pointed out the additional new rooms would make necessary a revision of the caretaker's 
duties and salary. The extra work would be about equal to the work at the Side School, and he 
recommended, as advantageous, to employ a second caretaker for the Side School. The usual 
holiday was observed on the occasion of the A. and P. Show, and also a half-holiday for the 
Floral Fete. In connection with the former event the committee he thought would be 
interested to know that more than a hundred entries were made by the scholars of this school 
in the children's horticultural classes. 
A committee was set up to enquire into and report on the cleaning out the school. The rest of 
the report was received. 
The accounts passed for payment totalled £8 13s 7d 
Messrs O'Leary, Murray and Heyhoe are visiting members for the month. 
16th March 1906 Provided that all the arrangements are completed it is intended to hold the 
formal opening of the new portion of the Masterton District High School, on April 2nd. The 
Minister of Education and Hon. Colonel Pitt are to be invited to be present. 
16th March 1906 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening, the members present being Messrs R. Brown (chairman), 
W. A. Fendall, G. Townsend, H. O'Leary, E. H. Waddington, J. Heyhoe, J. Carpenter, E. 
Pragnell, and Rev. D. J. Murray. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £59. The Trust 
Lands Trust, Chamber of Commerce, and A. and P. Association wrote notifying the 
Committee that sub-committees had been appointed to work in conjunction with the School 
Committee in the formation of agricultural classes in connection with the District High 
School. Messrs Heyhoe, Waddington, O'Leary. Carpenter, and the Rev. Murray were 
appointed a committee to enquire into the matter of school-cleaning, and report to the next 
meeting of the committee. A letter was received from the Wellington Education Board 
refusing to grant a subsidy in connection with the installation of fire apparatus at the school. 
The committee decided to write to the Minister of Education drawing his attention to the 
matter and stating that the Committee was willing to pay half the cost. It was also decided to 
ask the Minister for his cooperation.  
The headmaster's report stated, inter alia:— Attendance Main School: Roll, 654; average 
attendance, 607; percentage of attendance, 93. Side School: Roll, 177; average attendance, 
162; percentage of. attendance, 92. Secondary Classes: Roll 75; average attendance 72; 
percentage of attendance 96. The attendance for the month had been exceptionally good and 
high percentages of attendance had been recorded in all three departments.  
Miss Fay Hogg had commenced duty as a pupil teacher.  



Mr Burns, first assistant, had been appointed as headmaster of the Carterton School, and 
would retire from the staff at the end of the month. Miss Smith, pupil teacher, will also retire 
at the end of this month. He was sorry to lose the services of Mr Burns, who had been on the 
staff upwards of nine years and whose work with his class had been marked with great zeal 
and success. Miss Smith had acquitted herself very creditably during her pupil teachership. 
She would, be fully expected, speedily obtain an appointment as an assistant in some other 
school. The additional new rooms would make necessary a revision of the caretaker's duties 
and salary. The extra work would be about equal to the work at the Side School. It would 
probably be found advantageous to employ a second caretaker for the Side School. He very 
much regretted the delay that, had occurred in connection with the asphalting. Until that work 
was done, the new rooms could not be used. He understood the Borough Engineer had 
undertaken to carry out the work and to put it in hand at once. The new furniture was on 
board the Perthshire, due on  the 20th inst. It was decided to  go on with the work of 
asphalting the paths at the main school at once. In connection with this matter a letter was 
received from the Education Board offering 10s for every £1 spent on the work by the 
Committee. This offer the Committee thought inadequate and it was decided to renew their 
application to the Board to expend half the amount required to carry out the work.  
The recommendation of Miss Ethel Williams by the Education Board, as a pupil, teacher at 
the Masterton School, was confirmed.  
Accounts amounting to £8 13s 7d were passed for payment. Messrs O'Leary, and Heyhoe and 
the Rev. Murray are the visiting members. 
[Note there are two papers now published on Papers Past The Times and the Age I will 
include reports from both if they contain some different interpretation or facts] 
17th March 1906 Age: Masterton Trust Lands Trust A letter was received from the Masterton 
School Committee informing the Trustees that the subcommittees appointed in connection 
with the organisation of Agricultural classes at the District High School would meet at the 
Borough Council Chambers at 3 p.m. on Monday 
21st March 1906 Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, has arranged that three classes, of twenty 
pupils each, will take advantage of the agricultural classes now in course of formation in 
connection with the Masterton School An hour a week will be devoted to the practical work. 
20th March 1906 A conference of delegates from local institutions was held in the Borough 
Council Chambers yesterday afternoon to go into details in connection with the movement to 
establish agricultural classes at the Masterton District High School. There were present: -—
Messrs J. A. Renall (Borough Council), W. J. Welch, W. Perry, l. McGregor, jnr. (A. and P. 
Association), C. E. Daniell, T. Wagg (Trust Lands Trust), R. Brown, E. IT. Waddington 
(School Committee), Donald Donald. J. D. Cruickshank (Chamber of Commerce). The 
Mayor was voted to the chair. 
Mr Brown read correspondence the School Committee had received in connection with the 
scheme, including the offer of the Trust Lands Trust to give a section and £50 for fencing, 
and the instructors' approval of same. 
The Chairman considered it most important that the movement should be pushed forward to a 
successful issue, and  he believed it would prove to be the initiatory step of the establishment 
of an experimental farm. The Trust Lands Trusteed as guardians of a valuable endowment 
which the pioneers had the forethought to establish were, it gave him pleasure to see, taking a 



thoroughly keen interest in the project, as it was from that quarter that most assistance was 
expected to come. He believed the Borough Council would contribute with top-dressing 
necessary to put the plot of land in workable order. He was convinced that farming could be 
advanced to the highest possible paying point only by scientific methods, and instruction such 
as would be imparted under the scheme being formulated was one of the means to attain the. 
desired end. [ Continued on for a large period without adding much new information] 
22nd March 1906 The ploughing of the plot of land set aside for the agricultural classes at the 
Masterton District High School was commenced this morning, with a team of horses and man 
from Mr W. Perry's. The ground proved to be hard and dry, and the preliminary work of 
cultivation is attended with some difficulty 
23rd March 1906 The Masterton School ranks fourth in the list of those which come under the 
jurisdiction of the Wellington Education Board. The three first are the Newtown, the Petone 
and the Te Aro Schools.  
24th March 1906 Owing to the wet weather prevailing yesterday afternoon, the proposed 
lecture to the children attending the Masterton School, by Mr W. Burton, did not take place, 
but instead, he delivered an address to the pupils of the fifth and sixth standards, in the 
schoolroom. In his discourse the speaker touched on several matters concerning school 
children, and much good advice was given the pupils, who followed the address with interest 
[Mr Burton was from Auckland] 
26th March 1906 The new brick addition to the Masterton District High School is now almost 
completed, and the difficulties which the Headmaster and teaching staff have experienced for 
several years past through the inadequate accommodation will soon be removed, and the. 
work of the school carried on under more advantageous conditions. The new building, which 
has been erected by the Education Department expressly for secondary education and 
technical work, provides two rooms for science and cookery instruction, and a room each for 
the junior and senior secondary classes. Not only will better accommodation be provided for 
the latter work, but the rooms which the classes at present occupy in the main building will be 
made available for the lower standards, thus relieving the congestion which has more or less 
hampered the school work for some years past. The additional accommodation afforded by 
the new building will be doubly welcome. As already pointed out, it will remove the 
disadvantages under which the staff has had to labour, and another important consideration is 
that it will relieve the anxiety which has been felt concerning the health of the children while 
doing mental work in rooms with insufficient air space. In addition to the educational 
facilities provided, the structure is a decided architectural improvement to the institution, and 
when the front portion of the grounds has been properly laid out and planted, lawns made, 
and the footpath asphalted, the general appearance will be neat and picturesque, and, for a 
State school property, probably second to none in the Colony. 
The exterior of the new building is handsomely ornamented in plaster work. The portico is of 
an attractive design, and leads into an airy, well-lighted hall, 5ft [ft is short for measurement 
foot. 1 foot = 30.8 centimetres. 3 feet =0-9144 metres] wide. On the left hand side —which is 
the eastern aspect—are the two secondary class rooms, each 22ft x 21ft; but while the floor 
space is ample, it is a matter for regret that the stud was not made about 15ft instead of 13ft 
as at present. There are no less than six large windows in each room, with special swing 
ventilators at the top, and sash ventilators at the bottom, ample provision having thus been 



made both for light and fresh air. They are to be furnished with specially comfortable and 
convenient desks of the Automatic Triumph pattern, each to seat only one scholar. The desks 
for the senior class room have a locker attached for containing books, while those to be used 
in the junior class room are provided with shelves. Grates are installed with tile facing , and 
concrete hearth with a neatly-finished kerb. Blackboards have been provided for the pupils 
and teachers. 
On the western side of the building are the science and cookery rooms, the two being 
separated by a corridor 7ft wide, at the end of which is a lavatory. Between the science and 
senior secondary rooms, at the top of the main passage, is a room exclusively for the teaching 
staff. This is lined with picked Rimu timber, and is beautifully varnished, the grain in the 
wood being brought out to perfection. 
The science roam, 20ft 6 inches x 26ft, tilled with benches and cupboards, presents quite a 
business aspect, and if equipment is any criterion satisfactory results should follow. There are 
four double and five single benches, capable of accommodating 24 pupils, and each is replete 
with all accessories. The sinks on each arc provided with an enamelled cover (detachable) so 
that when required a complete table can be made available. The taps are each fitted with 
reducing terimnels for the india-rubber tubing to be used in connection with experiments. A 
Bunsen  gas burner is provided for each table, as well as a cupboard, with drop lid, for 
containing the apparatus when not in use. Above the table are arranged shelves which will be 
used for placing the various apparatus out of the way when experiments are being conducted. 
A brass rod is fixed from the table to the shelf for supporting clamps to hold flasks, etc. As 
the apparatus necessary for thorough instruction in this branch of the school work has to be 
provided in large quantities, a commodious cupboard, occupying the whole width of one end 
of the building, has been provided for storage purposes. Noxious gases will be carried away 
by means of fume cupboards located in the corners at the opposite end of the room. The 
benches have been set, and all arrangements planned to introduce the principle of individual 
work, from which the most successful results are to be obtained. 
The cookery room, which is 22ft by 32ft, reveals at first glance an ideal kitchen on a large 
scale, replete with all conveniences requisite for complete courses of instruction in all 
branches of cooking to be given under favourable conditions. The range is one of Shacklock's 
Orion No. 3, with high pressure hot water service to a large sink and hand bowls, and in 
addition there is a complete gas stove installation. The gas stove is a Fletcher Russell set on 
an encaustic tiled floor, while directly over the top is an elaborate ventilating arrangement to 
carry away the fumes of gas and the smell incidental to cooking. Other articles of furnishing 
include a dresser, cupboards, demonstration table (with drawers and shelving), pupils' tables, 
bins for flour and vegetables, meat safe, plate rack, and towel rail, all of which have been 
made of kauri and excellently finished. A portion of the room is set apart as a demonstration 
gallery, which will be provided with Automatic Triumph settees (three rows), capable of 
seating forty to forty-five pupils. 
The lavatories for the girls have all conveniences, and pneumatic springs are affixed to the 
doors. There is a good supply of hat and cloak pegs in the passages. The ceiling throughout is 
painted white, and the walls with a light green colour toned down towards a French grey. The 
furnishings are all beautifully varnished, and the doors of a neat pattern. The furniture for the 
science and cookery rooms was manufactured by the W.F.C.A., for the contractor (Mr T. B. 



Michell), and in every detail it has been turned out in a manner reflecting the highest credit 
on the artisans employed in the firm's factory. "It is furnished as well as if it was intended for 
a gentleman's residence," remarked Mr W. H. Jackson to a Daily Times reporter when 
looking through the building on a recent afternoon. Mr Michell has carried out his contract 
faithfully and well, giving every satisfaction to all concerned. The painting was entrusted to 
Mr W. H. Cole, who, also, has given the utmost satisfaction. 
The building has been connected with the Borough water and drainage schemes. As a number 
of the pupils travel distances as far as seven miles on bicycles, sheds have been provided for 
the accommodation of the machines—separate ones for the girls and boys. The entrance for 
the girls is from Queen-street, while the entrance for the boys is by way of the school 
playground. The approaches and all footpaths about the new building, as well as in front of 
the main one, are to be asphalted, the Borough Council having undertaken to get the work 
carried out under the supervision of the Borough Engineer. The various conveniences, which 
are a conspicuous feature of the new building, have not all been provided by the Department, 
and Mr Jackson, who has been closely watching the progress of the work, and made various 
recommendations with regard to important details which were not included in the original 
specifications, with the result that, in some instances, the Committee has borne the cost 
of extra work rather than allow any apparent defect to be discovered later on. 
The formal opening of the new building will take place early next month, when a suitable 
function will be arranged. 
28th March 1906 The ploughing of the land in connection  with the organisation of the 
Agricultural Classes at the Masterton District High School, has been been completed, and the 
next movement is that tenders are to be called and specifications drawn up. for the fencing of 
the section. 
30th March 1906 Mr W. C. Davies, instructor of the Elementary Agricultural classes, under 
the Wellington Education Board, conferred yesterday with Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the 
Masterton School Committee, and Mr J. D. Cruickshank, regarding the organisation of the 
Agricultural Classes. In reference to the proposed plan of the section, Mr Davies asked 
whether it was not possible to lengthen the plot. Mr Cruickshank undertook to supply the 
necessary tools for the proposed work 
31st March 1906 A start has been made with the asphalting of footpaths at the Masterton 
District High School, and the work of renovating the teachers' ground has been put in hand 
A start has been made with the asphalting of footpaths at the Masterton District High School, 
and the work of renovating the teachers' ground has been put in hand. 
31st March 1906 Several presentations were made yesterday afternoon, at the Masterton 
District High School, to Mr A. N. Burns, B.A., who has just retired from the position of first 
assistant, which he has held for nine years, in order to take up his new appointment as 
headmaster at the Carterton District High School. From the scholars of his late class, the sixth 
standard, Mr Burns received an aneroid barometer with thermometer in a nicely carved 
frame. On making the presentation in the name of the class, Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, 
eulogised the work of Mr Burns, and spoke of the good tone and discipline which had 
characterised the sixth standard during the time it had been in Mr Burns' hands. Three ringing 
cheers were given by the scholars, and hearty expressions of good wishes were extended to 
the departing teacher. After school had been dismissed, Mr Burns was entertained at 



afternoon tea by the staff in the new cookery room. A pleasant half hour was spent in 
reminiscent speeches, at the conclusion of which Mr Burns was presented with a handsome 
case of silver desert knives and forks in pearl handles, accompanied by the hearty good 
wishes of late colleagues for his future happiness and success. 
31st March 1906 Miss Ethel Williams, BA., who is leaving the  Island Bay School to join the 
staff of the Masterton District High School, -was entertained yesterday by the residents of 
Island Bay. Miss Williams was presented with a silver-mounted writing wallet, on behalf of 
the committee, and with an academical gown and silver brush and comb on behalf of the 
pupils and staff of the school. 
2nd May 1906 MR. SEDDON AT MASTERTON. 
A NEW SCHOOL OPENED 
WELLINGTON BOARD OF GOVERNORS. MASTERTON, April 23. The Premier arrived 
by train at Masterton from Wellington to-day. At noon he was met by the Mayor (Mr J. A. 
Renall), Councillor Eton, Mr R. T. Holmes (chairman of the Benevolent Society), Mr R. 
Brown (Town Clerk), and Mr Lee (chairman of the Education Board), and Inspector 
Bakewell.  
The Premier was subsequently entertained at luncheon by the Mayor and Councillors and a 
number of citizens.  
The Premier, who was introduced by the chairman of the School Committee (Mr R. Brown), 
afterwards opened the new Masterton District High School. There was a large number of 
citizens present, and the School Cadets formed a guard of honour. The Premier said the 
proceedings marked an epoch in the history of Masterton and would be of lasting advantage 
to the district and colony. He would say a word in favour of those far-seeing men who formed 
the Masterton Land Trust. He wished that other parts of the colony had been as far-seeing. 
The income from the trust was £2OOO a year, one-half of which was directly spent on local 
education. Ho was happy' to say his proposal to set aside ono million acres of land for 
colonial education purposes was received with enthusiasm throughout the colony. Of the area 
mentioned, the Wellington district would have 204,000 acres, but if justice was done the 
Wellington district should receive not less than half a million acres.  
SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS. There had been great development educationally in the three-
year period 1902-1905. Public schools had increased by 149, the average attendance by 5599, 
adult teachers by 178, teachers’ salaries by £25,318. There had been a decrease of pupil-
teachers of 69, which was regarded as satisfactory, and had been brought about by the 
operation of the scale of staffs first enacted in 1902. Under the act of last session there had 
been a total increase in teachers’ salaries of £72,941 as compared with the year 1902. The 
syllabus had been remodelled and brought more into accord with modern ideas ; children 
were taught to observe and ascertain for themselves. For the ordinary maintenance of school 
buildings, the grants to Education Boards were 1902-3, £47,200; 1905-6, £54,506 —an 
increase of £7306. This was for maintenance only and was liberal. For the three years 1902 to 
1905, 124 new schools had been erected at a cost of £46,317, and for the same period thirty-
four residences had been erected ousting £10,490. Few realised how much wo defended as a 
people on the teachers of the colony. The high standard of the teachers was such that parents 
could look forward with pride to the results of their work. In the matter of remuneration to 
female teachers, he thought, although increases had been given, they were still underpaid. 



There was possibly room for improvement in the methods of education, as, perhaps, there 
was a little too much theory taught and not enough practice. They should always keep 
practice in view. In the old day’s children were taught measurements; how to measure and 
paper a room, and survey and measure a field. In the selection of teachers Some of the Boards 
had parted entirely from the spirit of the act. There were glaring evasions. The Boards in 
many cases only sent on one name to the School Committees, which the latter had to accept 
or have a deadlock. This was never intended by the Legislature. One of the first measures that 
would be submitted to Parliament next session would be a bill compelling Boards, when there 
was more than one applicant for a teachership, to make a Selection of two or three or more 
from those applying, these to be submitted to the committees, which would make a selection 
therefrom, which would be final. This would give the committees a say, which was only 
right.  
SECONDARY EDUCATION IN WELLINGTON. In the matter of secondary education, said 
Mr Seddon, Wellington was unfortunately in the worst position in the colony. Wellington 
College was the only secondary school in New Zealand that had failed to comply with the 
law, or to grant free places which the Legislature had said should be given. The Board of 
Governors should have admitted at least twenty free scholars, but they had admitted none. He 
did not hesitate to say that that would not be allowed to go on any longer. They could not 
expect to receive revenue from the endowments and set at nought what the Parliament of the 
colony had decided. He was glad to say that a communication had now been received from 
the Board of Governors that they would comply with the act, and that they would send to him 
(the Premier), as Minister of Education, regulations respecting the admission of these free 
pupils. They were only two and a half or three years behind time. He was very, glad the 
Board of Governors had come to that conclusion, because, had they not done so, it was his 
intention to invoke the law and to apply for a mandamus to compel the Board to comply with 
the Legislature, and to give the places to the pupils they should have received. But that was 
only touching the fringe of the subject. There were 211 children at present who wore entitled 
to the benefits of secondary education, and for that number there were only twenty places 
provided. There were 109 under fourteen, and over fourteen there were 102. Mr Hogben, the 
Inspector-General, had told him there were something like 500 who were qualified, and yet 
they had only places for twenty. There was no doubt, therefore, about Wellington being the 
worst equipped city in the colony in the matter of secondary education. More would have to 
be done, and the solution was the establishment of a high school. It might cost four or five 
thousand pounds for the erection of the building. The Wellington Board of Governors, with a 
modesty and diffidence which must have caused them to blush, said to the Government, 
‘‘Give us £28,000 and wo will do something to meet secondary educational requirements.” 
(Laughter.) He thought they would meet it in another way, and much better than the 
suggestion made by the Wellington Board of Governors. They (the Government) had 
established district high schools, which, to some extent, were meeting requirements, but they 
had come to the conclusion that the solution was in the establishment of a high school for the 
city of Wellington and the district. (Applause.) Reverting to the Masterton High School itself, 
he quoted the following figures Average attendance for whole school, 711; average 
attendance for secondary department, 74; average attendance last quarter 1906, secondary 
department, 72; number on roll, secondary department, 76. Leaving this subject, he would 



refer to their M.H.R., Mr Hogg. No man in the colony had done more for education than that 
gentleman. (Cheers.) He wanted to see more done for the country districts and country 
schools. The children of parents in the back-blocks were penalised. It was quite enough for 
the parents to make the sacrifices they were making, but it was not right that the children 
should be made to suffer for all time because of want of technical education through their 
district. Parliament would have to see that the children of the back-blocks had justice done to 
them. They should be taught carpentry, etc., and also scientific farming.  
OTHER MATTERS. Later the Premier opened the Solway Old Men’s Home. He spoke for 
threequarters of an hour. On his return to town he received a number of deputations dealing 
with lands for settlement, extended and improved yard accommodation at the railway. station, 
and telephone extension. The Premier said that these were matters that should be looked into. 
Ho admitted that the deputation were right in what they urged. He found it very difficult to 
administer the Land for Settlements Act owing, in certain cases, to the actions of the 
Advising Board, whose decision was final, and by which the Government was bound. He 
gave a number of instances where the Government lost vast sums of money through the 
erroneous recommendations of the Board. He estimated that the total loss was not less than 
half a million. The Glenmark estate was one of the prizes they had lost. In the matter of 
telephone extensions, he said it was questionable whether the department was on the best 
methods of working. He thought himself that perhaps investigation would show that cheaper’ 
line®, costing about £7 or £8 a mile, would meet the case. He would have reports furnished. 
Something would have to be done to keep people in touch. If more accommodation was 
required at the railway station, and it was warranted by trade, it should be provided. He did 
not believe in delays and curtailment. Things that wore required consistent with the fitness of 
affairs should be provided. PROVISION FOR OLD AGE. MASTERTON, April 23. After 
the ceremony of opening the District High School to-day was over, the Premier inspected the 
school cadets, who had paraded in the school grounds, and then was driven to the Renall 
Solway Homo……………………………… 
8th May 1906 Football  The Sixth Standard juniors of the Masterton District High School 
defeated the Fourth Standard seniors in a football match yesterday by three points to nil. W. 
Chambers scored for the winners. 
9th May 1906 The front grounds at the Masterton District High School are rapidly being put 
into order. The work of asphalting is well in hand, and the garden is now receiving attention. 
Mr W. H. Jackson gratefully acknowledges a large number of assorted bulbs, from Dr. W. H. 
Hosking, which are to be planted in the garden. 
11th May 1906 Hockey The match between the Raupo Ladies' Club and the High School girls  
Club, which was to have been played yesterday, was postponed owing to the wet weather. 
11th May 1906 TE ORE ORE SCHOOL. 
Suggested Removal to Lansdowne 
Sub Committee Appointed to Make Enquiries. 
The advisableness of removing the Te Ore Ore School from its present site was discussed at 
the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, when a letter was received 
from the Education Board asking the Committee's opinion on an application received from a 
number of residents at Lansdowne for the erection of the school in that district. 



The Chairman stated the erection of a school at Lansdowne would mean the closing of the Te 
Ore Ore School and would also have an effect on the attendance at, the Masterton District 
High School. He understood the application was being made by parents on the ground that 
the distance to the Te Ore Ore School was too far and along a road used a great deal for 
stock. 
It was reported by the Secretary that the closing of the Te Ore Ore school would be 
inconvenient to a number of school children at that end. 
As no information accompanied the communication, and the Committee was somewhat in the 
dark in the matter, a Committee comprising the Chairman and Messrs J. Carpenter, W. A. 
Fendall and Thos. Duncan was appointed to enquire and formulate a reply. 
11th May 1906 The term holiday of one week will commence at the Masterton District High 
School on Monday, 21st inst. 
11th May 1906 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Technical School building, last evening. There were present:—Messrs R. Brown (chairman), 
W. Gillespie, Thos. Duncan, C. Perry, J. Carpenter, G. Townsend, W. A. Fendall and H. 
O'Leary 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £57 2s 10d. 
Capitation amounting to £45 17s 11d, for the quarter ending March 31st, was remitted by the 
Education Board. 
A revised list of duties for the school cleaner, covering the additional work rendered 
necessary by the new building, was presented by Mr W. H. Jackson.-It was decided to ask Mr 
G. York, the present cleaner, to tender a price for doing the whole of the work. 
It was decided to place on record the Committee's appreciation of the manner Mr T. B. 
Mitchell had carried out his contract in connection with the new building, and also of the way 
Mr Thornton, Clerk of Works, had carried out his duties. 
Owing to frequent trouble over accounts it was decided to request booksellers to send in their 
accounts monthly with all orders attached. 
Accounts amounting to £25 0s 2d were passed for payment. 
Seven tenders were received for fencing round the agricultural plot at the District High 
School, and that of Messrs Drummond and Moreland at £74 was accepted. 
On the suggestion of Mr O'Leary, Messrs Brown, Duncan, Perry and Fendall were appointed 
a Finance Committee. 
Messrs Carpenter, O'Leary and Gillespie were appointed a Committee to arrange suitable 
rooms for meeting purposes. 
The headmaster reported as follows:— Main School, on roll 663, average 605; Side School, 
on roll 180, average 104; Secondary Classes, on roll 72, average, 68. On eight half-days 
during the month wet weather caused a falling off in the attendance. Notwithstanding this, a 
very good percentage of attendance has been maintained. I forward a copy of the absentee 
report for the month of April. It will be noticed that a number of parents have broken the 
Attendance Act by taking their children away for holidays during the school term. The 
relieving first assistant retired from the staff on the 30th ultimo, and the permanent first 
assistant, Mr Haslam, Look up his duties on the 1stt. Miss E. von Keisenberg has been 
appointed to the pupil-teacher staff, and has commenced her duties. The pupil-teacher at the 
Side School has been absent for the last three weeks through illness and is not yet sufficiently 



recovered to be able to resume work. 1 have organised four Cookery Classes in the school. 
All the girls of the Secondary Department and of the Sixth Standard, and the older girls of the 
Fifth Standard, are receiving efficient teaching and training in cookery. It is a matter of great 
satisfaction to me that the work can now be carried on under such favourable conditions as 
are afforded by the new cookery rooms. 
11th May 1906 The members of the Masterton School Committee, who are accustomed to 
hold their meetings in the Technical School buildings, usually suffer inconvenience in the 
way .of seating accommodation owing to the classes being in progress at the School at the 
same time as the committee meeting. Last evening the climax was reached when there were 
only three chairs and two small forms to accommodate, altogether, twelve persons The 
Committee resolved ,to seek new and more comfortable quarters, and it is probable that the 
Borough authorities will be approached with a view to obtaining the Council Chambers for 
meeting purposes.' 
11th May 1906 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening. There were present— Messrs E. Brown (in the chair), W. 
Gillespie. T. Duncan, W. A. Fendall. C. Perry, G. Townsend, J. Carpenter, and H. O'Leary. 
An apology for absence was received from Mr E. H. Waddington.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £87 2s lOd. The Education Board forwarded the 
sum of £48 17s 9d, capitation for the quarter ended March 31st 
A circular was received from the Education Board notifying teachers in the Wairarapa and 
Forty-mile Bush districts that a teachers' Saturday class for instruction in elementary 
agriculture would be held at Masterton commencing in about a month's time. A letter 
received from the Education Board with reference to an application received from a number 
of residents at Lansdowne for the erection of a school in that locality. The board desired the 
Committee to ,consider the matter, and give such advice as in the Committee's opinion would 
best tend to the welfare of matters educational in the Masterton district. Mr Brown stated that 
the Committee  were aware that there was a school at Te Ore Ore, and the opening of a 
school at Lansdowne would mean the closing of the Te Ore Ore School, He thought the 
opening of such a school would have an effect on the Masterton School. He understood that 
the application was based on the fact that a large number of children from Lansdowne 
attended the Te Ore Ore School and the distance was thought too far. The question was 
whether the Committee should consider the question of again including Lansdowne in the 
Masterton School district. 
The Secretary stated that from his experience as truant officer he knew there would be a large 
number of children greatly inconvenienced by the closing of the Te Ore Ore School. On the 
motion of Mr Duncan a Committee, consisting of the Chairman and Messrs Fendall, 
Carpenter and the mover, was appointed to obtain information on the matter with power to 
report to the Board.  
The Headmaster's report stated, inter alia: Attendance: Main School, roll 663, average 
attendance 605, percentage of attendance 91.0; Side School, 180, 164, 91.0; Secondary  
Classes, 72, 68, 94.0. On eight half-days during the month wet weather caused a falling off in 
the attendance. Notwithstanding this a very good percentage of attendance has been 
maintained. I forward a copy of the absentee report for the month of April. It will be noticed 



that a number of parents have broken the Attendance Act by taking their children away for 
holidays during the school term.  
The relieving first assistant retired from the staff on the 30th ultimo, and the permanent first 
assistant, Mr Haslam, took up his duties on the 1st inst. Miss von Keisenberg has been 
appointed to the pupil-teacher staff, and has commenced her duties. The pupil-teacher at Side 
School has been absent for the last three weeks through illness and is not yet sufficiently 
recovered to be able to resume work.  
I have organised four cookery classes in the school. All the  girls of the secondary department 
and of the sixth standard, and the older girls of the fifth standard, are receiving efficient 
teaching and training in cookery. It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that the work can 
now be carried on under such favourable conditions, as are afforded by the new cookery 
room.  
The term holiday of one week will commence on Monday, the 21st instant.  
There is still a bad leak: in one ot the gutters on the roof of the Main' School. One of the 
corridors was flooded recently. Mr Duncan was authorised to attend to the leak in one of the 
gutters, of the roof of the Main School as mentioned in the Headmaster's report.  
The Committee adopted a revised list of the school cleaner's duties, rendered necessary by the 
additional buildings at the School and it was decided to ask Mr Yorke to accept the duties.  
A resolution was moved by the Chairman, and seconded by Mr Fendall, that the Committee 
place on record the excellent work done by Mr T. B. Michell, the contractor for the new 
school building, also Mr Thornton, the Board's clerk of works, for the attention be had given 
to the erection of the building.  
The Committee having frequent trouble in obtaining the various stationers' accounts and 
owing to the difficulty of checking the items in long-standing accounts, resolved to ask the 
stationers in future to forward their accounts to the Committee monthly.  
The tender of Messrs Drummond  and Moreland of £74 for erecting  ten chains of fencing 
around the agricultural plot at the High School was accepted.  
Messrs Carpenter, O'Leary and Gillespie were appointed a Committee to secure a suitable 
room for meeting purposes. The Chairman and Messrs Duncan, Perry and Fendall, were 
appointed a Finance Committee. Accounts amounting to £25 0s 2d were passed for payment. 
12th May 1906 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The Wellington Education Board wrote thanking 
the Trustees for their grant of £150 for the equipment of the new schoolrooms at the 
Masterton District High School. The Board believed that the Trustees would be pleased with 
the manner in which the money bad been spent 
Accounts amounting to £136 15s 5d (including a grant of £SO towards the fencing of the 
agricultural plot at the Masterton District High School) were passed for payment. 
14th May 1906 Carterton V Masterton On Saturday morning, teams from the above High 
Schools played a match on the Recreation Reserve, Carterton, when the home team romped 
over their opponents to the tune of 17 points to 5. The Carterton school had the best of the 
play, as the score indicates, but the game, on the whole, was a keenly contested one. The 
scores for Carterton were obtained by J. Daley (two tries), L. Johnston, A. Martin, T. Beard 
(one try each) and F. Fairbrother converted one of the tries obtained by J. Daley. For 
Masterton, T. Meredith scored a try and converted it. Mr E. McKenzie refereed. 



15th May 1906 The usual absentee notice was sent out to a parent by a teacher of the 
Masterton School on the non-attendance of a girl and in the blank reserved for the reason of 
the absence there was inscribed (when the notice was returned to the teacher) the brief 
sentence : " Reasons of my own." 
21st May 1906 PUBLIC SCHOOL ATHLETICS. 
(To the Editor). Sir,—At the present time discussion is fairly rife on the subject of 
professional and amateur sport, so perhaps It will not be inopportune to say a word in favour 
of athletics in our Public Schools. What I would suggest is that the question of establishing a 
Public Schools Athletic Association should be given some consideration by all those 
interested in the youth of the rising generation. Associations such as I suggest are, I believe, 
already in existence in various parts of the Colony, and, I understand, have proved in each 
case a great success. At the last meeting of the North Canterbury Public Schools Amateur 
Athletic Association upwards of 3,000 competitors took part in the various events, and the 
affair, which occupied a whole Saturday, was a phenomenal success, both financial and 
otherwise. These gatherings have become extremely popular wherever instituted, and it has 
occurred to me that there is plenty of room to establish a similar scholars' carnival in this 
district. In addition to the ordinary stereotyped programme might be added such events as 
dumbbells and club exercises, cadet evolutions, etc., for the boys, while for the girls, who are 
also catered for, could be included wand exercises, skipping etc. '  
The Masterton School has somewhere about 900 scholars, and those in authority might be 
induced to at least give the scheme a trial, when 1 venture to predict that their efforts would 
be attended with unqualified success. Trusting the above subject will not be lost sight of, and 
that some of our local amateur champions  may come forward to assist in a cause that they 
themselves are so closely associated with.—l am, etc., "ADVANCE ATHLETICS." 
.Masterton, May 19th, 1906. 
29th May 1906 The furniture for the newly-eroded secondary class rooms in connection with 
the Masterton District High. School has arrived and was fitted up last week during the term 
holiday .of one week. Possession of the rooms was taken by the classes this morning. 
29th May 1906 The greater part of the stones on the plot of land set aside for the agricultural 
classes in connection with the Masterton. District High School have been removed, but more 
have yet to be carted off. The timber for the high, close-boarded fence to be erected is on the 
site, and the contractors for this workwill commence it almost immediately. 
In addition to furniture of American manufacture having arrived for the secondary school, at 
Masterton, about half of the science apparatus to be ordered has been supplied. The grant for 
this department of the school is £40, and about £23 worth of appliances are now in the 
cupboards. The scientific work has commenced with the germinating properties of various 
kinds of vegetable and grain seeds, and, with the methods of instruction pursued, this study is 
rendered comparatively easy as well as very interesting. Practical illustration of the lessons 
inculcated is given, making the work far more attractive and simpler for the pupil than 
learning by rote. So far, only the pupils' desks and map cabinets hare come to hand, there 
being yet to arrive some cupboards, and tables and desks for the teacher's use. Temporary 
have been made for accommodation in these  directions. Mr W. H. Jackson (headmaster) is 
making an effort to obtain some good steel engravings to hang on the, at present, bare walls, 
to brighten the- appearance of the rooms. 



31st May 1906 Five summonses have been issued, at, the instance of Mr Dineen, Truant 
Inspector, against parents for the non-attendance of their children at the, Masterton School. 
The cases will come up for hearing next Thursday. 
8th June 1906 Mr W. C. Davies, Instructor of Agricultural Classes under the Wellington 
Education Board, was in Masterton, yesterday, making arrangements in connection with the 
establishment of a class for teachers. Already thirty teachers, residing in the district from 
Martinborough to Scarborough have handed in their names, and it has been decided that the 
class shall meet every Saturday morning at 10.30 o'clock 
8th June 1906 In justice to those parents who appeared before the Masterton Magistrate's 
Court, yesterday, to answer charges of truancy, we give a report of the cases, which the 
exigencies of space prevented us from doing yesterday, as in several instances the defendants 
were able to advance substantial reasons why their children had not attended school regularly. 
Charles Laing was charged with failing to send a girl to the Masterton school for the requisite 
number of attendances. Mr Dineen stated the girl was ten years and nine months and had not 
passed any standards. The week for which the information was laid was ending April 6th. Mr 
W. G. Beard, who appeared for defendant, admitted non-attendance, but "pointed out that the 
child was in delicate health, and had been sent away to Napier. 
Unfortunately, an exemption certificate was not obtained by the parents. Mr Beard a letter 
from the doctor, showing the child to be in delicate health, and a change of air being 
desirable. Defendant, in evidence, stated he wrote on April 2nd to Miss Yorke, teacher, 
asking for exemption, as the child was being sent to Napier. For the sixteen months prior to 
that date defendant did not think the child had missed more than six days. Mr Dineen said his 
report stated the child was irregular in attendance. The S.M. thought defendant had done all 
that a reasonable man could do, and the case was not one in which punishment should be 
inflicted. 
John K. Blinkhorne, who failed to appear, was similarly charged. 
Inspector Dineen stated the child in question was twelve years of age and had only passed the 
first standard. The attendance had been exceptionally bad for the last nine or ten weeks. A 
fine of 10s, and costs 7s, was imposed.  
Richard Bannister  pleaded that ill-health the cause of his child's non-attendance. The child 
was in bed and would have to undergo an operation for a throat trouble ; besides she was sent 
to Wellington by the doctor's orders. The teacher, defendant said, was informed of the 
circumstances of the case. 
The S.M. pointed out that an exemption certificate should have been obtained and imposed a 
fine of 5s and costs 7s.  
Charles Leech, whose wife admitted nonattendance of the child to the Inspector, was fined 
the nominal sum of 2s, and costs 
Edward H. Morton (represented by Mr C. A. Pownall) admitted a technical breach in failing 
to send a boy, 13 years of age, to school for the last three weeks. Mr Pownall stated the boy, 
who was one of the most regular attendants, making 76 out of 77 in March, undertook to 
relieve a mate while the latter was away for a holiday, which was extended, and the boy was 
kept on in the job longer than he at first intended. 
A fine of 10s and costs 7s was inflicted.  



Arthur Rowden, charged with breach for the week ending April 27th, pointed out that his -
wife went away and had to take the child with her. The teacher was made aware of this. 
Defendant was convicted and discharged. Frederick Harding, who admitted a breach, was 
fined 5s and costs, 7s. 
9th June HOCKEY. The following team will represent the Masterton District High School in 
their match against Carterton, at Masterton today :-Misses A. Jackson E. Elliott, I. McKenzie, 
W. Jackson, E. von Keisenberg, O. Richards, V. Edwards, M. McKenzie, D. Terry,- M. 
McNair, C. Easthope. .Emergencies Misses C. Elliott, S. Winzenberg, B. Wilton. 
9th June 1906 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The Secretary of the Wellington Education Board 
acknowledged, with thanks, a grant from the Trust in aid of fencing the site at the Masterton 
School for agricultural classes. 
11th June 1906 HOCKEY. MAS'TERTON HIGH SCHOOL v CARTERTON HIGH 
SCHOOL A match was played on Saturday afternoon on the Masterton School Recreation 
Grounds between teams representing the Carterton District High School and Masterton 
District High School, and resulted in a win for the Masterton girls by 4 goals to al\. Although 
the game was evenly contested the winners appeared to have a slight advantage, showing 
more combination than their opponents. 
For the winner Miss 0. Richards scored two goals, and the Misses A. and D. Jackson one 
each. Of the Masterton School players Misses A. Jackson, E Elliott, D, Jackson and 0- 
Richards played well. For the losers Missis E. Fairbrother and M McDonald were 
conspicuous. Mr J. B. Rue refereed.  
After the match the Carterton girls were entertained at afternoon tea in the Schoolroom. 
The teachers' classes arranged to be held weekly at the Masterton District High School was 
started on Saturday, when there was a good attendance of some twenty-five teachers from all 
parts of the district. Mr T. R. Fleming, inspector to the Board, delivered an address on nature 
study and outlined the programme of work to be followed. Mr W. C. Davies showed some 
views of the garden plots at Mauriceville School. The class is to meet every Saturday. A 
portion of the time will be taken up with lecture work and the other portion in the laboratory. 
15th June 1906 The Masterton School Committee has decided to hold their meetings in the 
Y.M.C.A rooms 
15th June 1906 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last night, it was 
decided on the suggestion of the Chairman (Mr R. Brown), to pass current accounts and then 
adjourn out of respect to the memory of the late Premier and Minister of Education. The 
Chairman remarked that the Premier had not only accomplished a great deal in the general 
uplifting of humanity, but he had worked unflinchingly for the cause of education, bringing 
about reforms, ensuring for the poor as well as the rich, the benefits of the most advanced 
forms of education obtainable in the colony. Only a short time ago he had been with them 
opening the new District High School, but now the colony had lost him altogether. It was a 
loss to be keenly deplored, and a loss to education, which was incalculable. Mr Brown 
moved: 
That the Masterton District High School Committee deeply deplores the great loss sustained 
by the colony and the Empire through the untimely death of the Right Hon. the Premier, 
Richard John Seddon, and extends its warmest sympathy to Mrs Seddon and family in their 
heavy affliction." 



Mr Kendall, in seconding, added his eulogy as one who had been associated with the 
deceased statesman for five years on the Westland Education Board. 
The motion was carried in silence, and it was decided to send a copy to Mrs Seddon and the 
Premier (Hon Wm.-Hall-Jones). 
16th June 1906 The Masterton School, in common with the other schools in the Wellington 
Education District, will be closed on "Monday and Tuesday next. The school will also be 
closed on the day of the Premier's funeral. Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School 
Committee, accompanied by Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the District High School, 
visited the Main School and Side School yesterday, and addressed a few words to the 
children in connection with the death of the Premier. They also suggested that the children 
should attend the memorial services in Masterton, each  child wearing a black  badge or 
ribbon on the left arm. 
29th June 1906 The adjourned monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
in the Y.M.C.A. rooms, last evening, there being present:—Messrs R Brown (chairman), W. 
Gillespie, J. Carpenter, C. Perry, G. Townsend, H. O'Leary, W. A. Fendall, Thos. Duncan, 
and E. H. Waddington. The Treasurer reported credit at last meeting £57 2s lOd, 
disbursements £17 11s, leaving a credit of £69 11s, out of which accounts totalling £42, 
passed a fortnight ago, have been paid.  
The- action of the sub-committee in accepting the Y.M.C.A. rooms for meeting purposes at 
2s 6d a night was confirmed.  
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported amongst other matters, that the pupil-teacher at 
the side school had been for the last eight weeks, on account 'of illness, and had been granted 
further leave of absence by the Board. The new furniture for the secondary rooms and 
cookery rooms was fixed in the rooms during the term holiday and was proving thoroughly 
satisfactory. He wished that the whole of the rooms at the school were equipped with similar 
modem desks and seats. 
A large amount of work had been done in the grounds in front of the school during the past 
month. The whole had been laid out in grass plots and flower beds. The water from the roof 
of the side school building was allowed to discharge directly on to the footpath on the west 
side of the school. He suggested that a pipe be laid under the path and a hole dug to receive 
the water. At present children had sometimes to wade through this storm water. 
In regard to the last mentioned suggestion, the visiting members were instructed to attend to 
the nuisance. 
The headmaster recommended the purchase  of supplementary readers (fourteen dozen) for 
various standards at the school, the total cost being £14 5s. The matter was referred to the 
Finance Committee.  
On the motion of Mr Fendall, a committee comprising the chairman, Messrs Carpenter, Perry 
and the mover, was set up to revise the standing orders of the Committee, and report at a 
future meeting.  
It was decided to invite tenders for cleaning of the main and side schools, separately and for 
the lot, to close on July 11th.  
Messrs' O'Leary, Fendall and Gillespie are the visiting members for the month. 
16th June 1906 The Masterton District High School and Side School will close on Monday 
and Tuesday, and on the day of the funeral of the late Premier of this colony. Mr R. Brown, 



Chairman of the local Committee, visited the schools yesterday afternoon before dispersing, 
and addressed the pupils in reference to the sad event which was made the occasion for the 
holidays. It was also suggested the children should attend the Memorial service proposed to 
be held in Master ton on the day of the funeral, and that each child should wear a black badge 
or ribbon on the left arm 
20th June 1906 . We referred recently to a particularly good photo of the late Premier, issued 
as a postcard by Mr C. C. Aitken, bookseller, Masterton. From him we have just received 
another postcard representing Mr Seddon formally opening the new buildings at the 
Masterton District High School, which function he discharged so recently as 23rd April, 
opening the Renall-Solway Home on the same occasion. The card referred to is a capital 
picture of the late Premier, most lifelike, and just such a memento as his friends would like to 
preserve. On one side stands Hogg, and behind him Mr J. A. Renall and Mr R Brown. Mr 
Seddon has some papers in his hand, and is looking just his old self, the embodiment of 
physical and intellectual vigour. It is a particularly good picture—literally a speaking likeness 
-and the memento is one that will be greatly valued by those who wish to preserve a faithful 
re-production of the well-known features as they were in the Masterton District High School  
20th June 1906 The Masterton District High School Cadets, Nos. 1 and 2 Companies, are 
requested to meet at the school at 11.30 tomorrow life 
 All scholars above Standard II. attending the Masterton District High School are requested to 
meet at the Main School, tomorrow, at 11.30 o'clock, to take part in the procession and 
memorial service. 
23rd June 1906 The Masterton District High School re opened yesterday after being closed for 
several days owing to the death of the late Premier, about 85 per cent, of the children on the 
roll being present. 
29th June 1906 A report was made to the School Committee last evening by the Headmaster 
that it had been decided that a uniform series of reading books should be adopted in all 
schools under the Wellington Education Board. The reader to be chosen is to come into use in 
the Masterton School in September 1907. 
Last year the grant made by Trust Lands Trustees to School Committees was reduced by half, 
and some committees felt the decrease in their income severely. The Masterton committee 
decided last night to interview the Trust Lands Trust as to the original amount being granted 
this year, and Messrs R. Brown, Thos. Duncan and E. H. Waddington were appointed a 
deputation. 
A dispute having arisen in connection with the contract for fencing in the plot of land set 
aside for agricultural instruction at the Masterton District High School, the Chairman 
recommended at the School Committee meeting, last evening, that the offer of Mr C. E„ 
Daniell to do the work for £79 be accepted. The meeting adopted the recommendation. The 
Committee also decided to make application to the Board for payment of the £100 available. 
The- Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported to the School Committee on attendance for the 
month as follows: —Main school roll number 667, average attendance 605, percentage of 
attendance 91 ; side school 174, 152 and 88 respectively; secondary classes 72, 68 and 94 
respectively. attendance for the month has been good, secondary department maintaining an 
excellent percentage of attendance. The absentee report contained no bad cases. 



Mr W. C. Davies, instructor in elementary agriculture to the Wellington Education Board, 
arrived in Masterton today on his weekly visit in connection with the teachers' class held 
every Saturday at the local school. 
29th June 1906 The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee (Mr R. Brown) mentioned, 
at the meeting of the Committee last evening, that the Trust Lands Trust had usually paid the 
Masterton School Committee £90 per year as a grant.' Last year the Trustees had reduced all 
grants by half, and thus the Masterton Committee had only received £45. It was resolved to 
send a deputation, consisting of the Chairman and Messrs Duncan and Waddington, to the 
next meeting of the Trustees, and ask that the usual grant of £90 be paid this year. 
29th June 1906 MONTHLY .MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening.  
There were present  Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. O'Leary, G. Townsend, T. Duncan, W. 
Gillespie, 0. Perry, J. Carpenter, W. A. Fendall, and E. B. Waddington. The Treasurer 
reported a credit balance at last meeting of £87 2s 10d, and at date £69 11s.  
The Headmaster made a recommendation that fourteen dozen supplementary readers be 
purchased for various standards at a cost of £14 8s. The matter was referred to the Finance 
Committee. On the motion of Mr Fendall, a committee, consisting of the Chairman and 
Messrs Carpenter, Perry and Fendall, was appointed to revise the Standing Orders of the 
Committee and report to a future meeting. The Headmaster reported as follows: Attendance. 
Main School: Roll, 667; average attendance, 605; percentage of attendance, 91. Side School: 
Roll, 174; average attendance, 152; percentage of attendance, 88. Secondary Classes: Roll, 
72; average attendance, 68; percentage of attendance, 94. The attendance for the month has 
been good. The secondary department is maintaining an excellent percentage of attendance. 
The accompanying absentee report contains no bad cases. The pupil teacher at the Side 
School has been absent for the last eight weeks, on account of illness, and has been granted 
further leave of absence by the Board. The new furniture foe the secondary rooms and 
cookery rooms was fixed in the rooms during the term holiday and is proving thoroughly 
satisfactory. I wish that the whole of the rooms at the school were equipped with similar 
modem desks and seats. A large amount  of work has been done in the grounds in front of the 
school during the past month. The whole has been laid out in grass plots and flower beds. The 
water from [the roof of the school building is allowed to. Discharge  directly on to the 
footpath on the west side of the school. I would suggest that a pipe be laid under the path and 
a bole dug to receive the water. At present children have sometimes to wade through this 
storm water.—With reference to the complaint that the water from the roof of the school 
building is allowed to discharge directly on the footpath, mentioned in the Headmaster's 
report, the visiting members were instructed to attend to the matter. It was decided to invite 
alternate applications for the position of caretaker of either the Main or Side School or both. 
It was resolved to make application to the Education Board for the money that had been paid 
to the Board by the Trust Lands Trust for the fencing of the agricultural instruction plot at the 
District High School.. " The visiting members are Messrs Fendall, Gillespie and O'Leary. 
29th June 1906 SCHOOL FOR LANSDOWNE. 
Proposal Objected to by Masterton School Committee 
Lansdowne residents have been agitating for some time past for the erection of a schoolhouse 
in a convenient locality in that district, contending that both Masterton and Te Ore Ore 



schools are too remote for young children to daily attend them, and further that both routes 
are largely used for driving stock along and as bridges have to be crossed there was 
reasonable cause for apprehension as to the children's safety. In making application to the 
Wellington Education Board for a school' at Lansdowne the residents suggested the removal 
of the Te Ore Ore school to a site closer to Lansdowne so that the requirements of both 
districts would receive due consideration. The matter was referred to the Masterton 
Committee for an opinion and at last night's meeting it was discussed in Committee. Having 
considered the various aspects of the question, a resolution was  carried, on the motion of the 
Chairman (Mr R. Brown), seconded by Mr Thos. Duncan, "That in the opinion of this 
Committee the proposed new school at Lansdowne Would prejudicially affect both the 
Masterton and Te Ore Ore schools, and is not required." 
30th June 1906 TO THE EDITOR. Sir,—The members of the Masterton School Committee, " 
having considered the various aspects of the question," are of opinion that the proposed 
school, at Lansdowne, is not required, because it would affect the attendance at the Masterton 
and Te Ore Ore schools. The Masterton School Committee do not seem to care very much - 
whether the young children at Lansdowne (of whom there are a good number—view the 
petition to the Education Board, signed by the residents here) get schooling or not, so long as 
the attendance at the Masterton School is not affected, It is very hard that young children 
should be deprived of preparatory education through any lack of consideration on the part of 
a school committee. There is no need for the Te Ore Ore school to be interfered with, as the 
majority of the children attending it come from the Native pahs, and that school will be 
necessary for them for years to come. The Masterton school is much too far-away and the 
road is quite unfit for young children. The stock traffic makes it dangerous. It is a shocking 
mud-hole on a wet day, and children are liable to be molested by drunken men, who are often 
to be seen hanging about the bridges. The law makes it compulsory for children to attend 
school, and  I maintain that schools should be placed where there are enough children to 
support one, and not make one school have a monopoly of the lot. I hope the residents of 
Lansdowne will not let the matter drop but will rise up and make a fight for the education and 
the welfare of their children.—l am, etc., Oscott. Lansdowne, 29th June. 
29th June 1906 A dispute having arisen in connection with the contract for fencing in the plot 
of land set aside for agricultural instruction at the Masterton District High School, the 
Chairman recommended at the School Committee meeting, last evening, that the offer of Mr 
C. E„ Daniell to do the work for £79 be accepted. The meeting adopted the recommendation. 
The Committee also decided to make application to the Board for payment of the £100 
available. 
2nd July 1906 Sir,—The decision of the Masterton School Committee, re the above, reminds 
one of the old saying that " history repeats itself." Many years ago, when it was suggested to 
establish an " infant school," the same cry was raised: "It would affect the attendance at the 
main school." After some opposition the school was started, and still the main school 
flourished. If the Committee have thoroughly gone into the phases of the case, it is difficult to 
believe they are serious when they make such an excuse for recommending the shelving of 
Lansdowne's educational needs. They may be surprised to learn that all the members of the 
Education Board who, because of their knowledge of the exact state of things, have been 
interviewed and consulted, have expressed their opinion that the Lansdowne parents have an 



exceptionally good case, and that if the funds at disposal do not justify the expenditure just 
now, the Board in a very short time will be compelled, from force of circumstances, to erect 
the school. Yet the Masterton School Committee, which is pledged to watch over our 
interests, and which is supposed to be conversant with the needs of each district, have arrived 
at the conclusion that it is " not required." Comment would be superfluous.—l am, etc., " 
Lansdowne." July 2nd, 1906. 
7th July 1906 The Masterton School Committee invite tenders for cleaning the school 
buildings. 
7th July 1906 Sir,—The Masterton School Committee has, unintentionally, no doubt, inflicted 
upon the infant children of Lansdowne a grave injustice, and it is to be hoped that the parents 
and residents of that locality will not let the matter rest in its present unsatisfactory position. 
There are upwards of one hundred children at Lansdowne, on whose behalf a petition was 
presented to the Education Board for a school. The Board, having favourably considered the 
matter, referred it to the local Committee for a report, and, to the astonishment of everyone 
the local Committee, who surely ought to be the last to hamper the claims of the children, has 
come to the obviously inconsistent conclusion that a school at Lansdowne is not required! To 
make its decision still more ridiculous, it adds that a school at Lansdowne would affect the 
Masterton School! What on earth has that to do with it ? In the first place, the contention is 
incorrect, and in the second place, it is no argument against the proposed school. Does the 
Committee exist merely for the purpose of keeping up the attendance at one particular school, 
and are infant children of Lansdowne to be compelled to trudge a distance of nearly two 
miles night and morning, cross two dangerous bridges, and over an almost impassable road 
(without a midday meal without they do the journey twice over) to keep up the record of the 
Masterton school ? Is this the extent to which the Masterton School Committee cares about 
the welfare of the children? 
With all respect for the members of the Committee (some of whom are undoubtedly 
conscientious and impartial men), I contend that they have made a serious blunder. Is there 
one of the members of the Committee who would like to see his own children (between the 
ages of 5 and 8) tramping wearily, twice a day, along a road that is admittedly unsafe for 
adults, and over a distance that very few children, even those in the back-blocks, have to 
travel ? 
I sincerely hope that the Committee will recognise the mistake it has made and will 
reconsider its decision, otherwise the children, or, at any rate, the younger children, of 
Lansdowne must inevitably lose the benefit of free education (of which we proudly boast), 
unless the Education Board comes to their rescue. The only alternative will be for the parents 
to combine and support a private school in the locality for the education of their children.—l 
am, etc., Parent. Lansdowne, 6th July 1906. 
13th July 1913 The Headmaster's report on attendance at the Masterton District High School 
during the last month is as follows : - Main School roll number 673, average attendance 618, 
percentage of attendance 92; Side School 173, 160 and 92 respectively; Secondary classes 78, 
70 and 93 respectively. The attendance on the 15th inst., was much reduced on account of 
bad weather, but with this exception the attendance had been good for the month. For the 
half-year just ended the attendance was exceptionally good, a percentage of 91.5 having been 
maintained for the whole period. The attendance at the Side School has improved 



considerably. For the quarter ended on the 30th ult., the percentage was 92, which is the best 
record the School has ever made for a whole quarter. An accompanying absentee report 
contained no cases from the Side School nor were there any bad cases on the list. 
The Masterton School Committee has accepted the tender of Mrs Davidson to do the cleaning 
of the main and side schools at 30s a week. 
The following donations to the fund inaugurated by Mr W. H. Jackson (headmaster) to obtain 
works of art for the walls of the new rooms at the Masterton District High School, have been 
received :—Messrs R. C. Thornton, E. G. Eton, a friend £1 Is each; D. McNair, W. Shaw £1 
each; P. Bennett 2s 6d. Pictures have been donated by Mrs P. Carr, Messrs R. Brown, E. 
Richards and F. J. Propsting. The School Committee, last night, passed a vote of thanks to the 
donors. 
What, it is hoped, is an unique case, and also one without a parallel, at any rate in this district, 
was mentioned at last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee. A boy who is 
nearly 10 years of age and is only in Standard 11., has to rise at 5 o'clock every morning, 
meeting a milk-cart at 5.45 a.m., and delivering milk till close on 9 o'clock—the hour at 
which school opens. He has nothing to eat from the previous night till school is dismissed at 
12.30 o'clock. His earnings for these early morning services represent the munificent sum of 
2s 6d a week. The Committee decided to write to the boy's father and also to his employer, 
pointing out that unless the boy is more humanely treated some decisive action will be taken 
by the Committee. 
13th July 1906 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Y.M.C.A. Rooms, last evening. Mr R. Brown presided, and there were also present: Messrs J. 
Carpenter, E. H. Waddington, C. Perry, H. O'Leary, W. Gillespie and G. Townsend. 
Apologies for absence were received from Messrs W. A. Fendall and Thos. Duncan. 
The Treasurer reported credit at last meeting £69 11s, amount from Education Board for 
asphalting £38 15s, total £108 6s; disbursements £52 13s lOd, credit balance at date £55 12s 
2d. 
The Secretary to the Wellington Education Board offered to present the school with ten 
photographs (l8 inches x 24 in) and four natural history pictures, conditionally upon the 
Committee undertaking to frame the photographs and mount the natural history pictures on 
rollers.—It was decided to accept the offer on the terms stated. 
Mr R. C. Thornton wrote agreeing to inspect the timber for fencing the agricultural plot, at a 
fee of £1 Is. As the previous contract had been abandoned, Mr Thornton made a contribution 
of his fee and expenses, £1 4s 5d, to the school funds. 
The Hon. W. Hall-Jones acknowledged the resolution of sympathy and condolence passed by 
the Committee on the death of the late Premier. 
The Headmaster reported that the pupil teacher on the side school staff was still absent on 
leave on account of ill-health. One of the senior assistants was absent two days last week on 
account of a death in the family. In compliance with instructions issued by the Education 
Board the school was closed on the 18th alt. and three following day as a token of respect for 
the late Premier of the colony. Good progress is being made with the fencing. A culvert is 
needed in front of the entrance gates, and it was suggested to have the path along the fence 
kerbed and gravelled—the path being in a very bad state at present. A visit of inspection was 
made by Inspector Bakewell on the 13th and 14th ult—The visiting committee for the month 



was authorised to deal with the question of the culvert, and the footpath construction was 
deferred.  
Messrs W. A. Fendall, W. Gillespie and H. O'Leary, visiting members for last month, 
expressed pleasure at the efficiency and discipline evident at both the High School and side 
school. The nuisance caused at the side school by storm water had been remedied and various 
small jobs attended to. It was recommended that the side school in reference to the plantation 
in front of the building, which was suggested should be levelled, and also to see the 
disgraceful state of both the girls' and boys' playgrounds, which in wet weather was a 
veritable bog.--It was decided to make an inspection, as suggested, on Arbour Day. 
14th July 1906 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
THE ATTENDANCE REPORT. 
In his monthly report to the Masterton School Committee, on Thursday evening, the 
headmaster of the Masterton School (Mr W. H. Jackson) : reported as follows in connection 
with the attendance of pupils at school during the month:— Main School;-Roll, 673; average 
attendance, 618; percentage of attendance, 92. Side School. —Roll, 173; average attendance, 
160; percentage of attendance, 92. Secondary Classes.— Roll, 78; average attendance, 70; 
percentage of attendance, 93. The attendance on the 15th ult. was much reduced on account  
of bad weather. With this exception the attendance for the month has been good. I have 
pleasure in reporting that the attendance for the half-year just .ended has been exceptionally 
good, a percentage of 91.5 having been maintained for the whole period. The attendance at 
the Side School has improved considerably. For the quarter ended on the 30th ultimo, the 
percentage of attendance was 92 This is the best record the school has ever made for a whole 
quarter The accompanying absentee report does not contain a single name from the Side 
School, nor are there any bad cases on the list. 
14th July 1906 The agricultural classes at the Masterton District High School are now in full 
swing, and the pupils  are manifesting great interest in the instruction they are receiving. The 
plot of land has been divided into three areas, on which the chemistry and botany of 
agriculture are taught and practical experiments are carried out. The fencing of the plot is 
expected to be finished next week 
16th July 1906 CORRESPONDENCE. The Boy on the Milk-round—A Contradiction. 
[to the editor.! 
Sir;—A paragraph recently appeared in your paper making reference to a boy, ten years of 
age, being on a milk-cart from 5.45 a.m., delivering milk, until 9 o'clock, and having  nothing 
to eat from the previous night till school is dismissed at 12.30 o'clock. I want to give this 
whole statement an absolute contradiction, and court the fullest inquiry into the 
circumstances alleged. In the first place, there are two lads engaged upon this milk-round, 
taking turn about one being twelve and the other thirteen, and are in Standards III. and IV. 
respectively. The lads never leave their home in the morning without a good, hot breakfast, 
and are as well cared for, and as robust, as any lads at the Masterton school. I have six 
children, and they will bear inspection, favourably, with any other six children in this town. 
The lads are in bed regularly at 7 o'clock each night, and they never go on to the milk-cart 
before 6. 30 a.m., and are off at 8.30, receiving five shillings per week. 
If this case is as serious as alleged, I submit that the police should be instructed to take action 
without delay, and I ask the Masterton School Committee to immediately instruct them to 



that effect. A public inquiry might possibly enable me to throw considerable light on the 
causes which led up to the statements being made, which are absolutely and totally incorrect. 
A member of the School Committee informed me that it was my boy who was referred to in 
the report, but I have not yet received the letter which the Committee decided to forward to 
me on the subject. Half the money the boy has earned is banked in the savings bank to his 
credit, and his bank-book is open to inspection by any responsible person.—l am, etc., H. 
Drake, Kuripuni-street. 
Iα view of the contradiction to the previously published statement as embodied in the 
foregoing letter from Mr Drake, which traverses the report made by the Secretary (Mr W.M. 
Easthope) to the School Committee meeting on Thursday evening, the matter was referred to 
Mr Easthope for any comment he might desire to make. He says the particulars reported by 
him to the Committee were elicited from the boy Leslie Drake in the course of questions put 
by Mr W. H. Jackson in his (Mr Easthope's) presence, the questions being occasioned by the 
boy having become irregular in his attendance, whereas formerly he was most regular. The 
only inaccuracy in the published account was as to the boy not having anything to eat from 
overnight till school was dismissed at 12.30 for the mid-day meal. The school roll shows 
Leslie Drake to be nearly 10 years of age and having passed. Standard II. The other details of 
the case were as stated by the boy to Mr Jackson. He did not mention that he and his brother 
took turnabout with the milk round, nor did he say anything about the wages being 5s a week. 
The boy distinctly said he got 2s 6d a week, and that his father intended to make trouble with 
his employer unless the wage was increased. Mr Easthope added that the position as revealed 
by the boy's statement was so serious as to warrant intervention on the part of the Committee 
and therefore he made the report. So far he had not written to Mr Drake, for the reason that he 
was waiting to see the Inspector of Factories to ascertain the law affecting such matters. 
20th July 1906  Hockey: Teams representing the Masterton  District High School and 
Greytown met on the Schoolground, yesterday afternoon. The ground was on the heavy side, 
but notwithstanding this a good, fast game was witnessed. The play throughout was very 
even. In the first spell play was of a particularly exciting nature. Greytown attacked in fine 
style. Misses Humphries, Dunn and E. Brunton  came fast down the line, and a score seemed 
probable, but Miss Terry, the School goalkeeper, cleared with a splendid hit hit. The School 
rallied, and Misses Richards, Jackson (2) and McKenzie were responsible for Greytown 
being put on the defensive. Misses Humphries, Bicknell and Keedwell cleared the line. Play 
of  a give and take nature followed. Then Miss Richards broke away again with the ball, and 
being ably supported by Misses Elliott, Keisenberg and McKenzie, carried play to the 
Greytown goal. The visitors were hard pressed for a time, but eventually relieved, and took 
play down the field. Good, play on the part of Misses Bicknell and Humphries was 
responsible for the High School being placed on the defensive. A determined attack was 
staved off by the excellent play of Miss Terry, who sent the ball well up the field. The School 
had slightly the best of the play for the rest of the spell. The second spell was keenly fought 
out, each side striving hard for victory. Miss Humphries and Dunn, for Greytown, kept np a 
vigorous attack on the School goal, and narrowly missed scoring on several occasions. 
Misses Terry, A. Jackson, Richards and Keisenberg, put in some fine defensive work. 
Gradually the school worked the ball towards the Greytown goal, and some exciting play 
ensued. A shot at goal by one of the School players only missed the post by a few inches. 



Greytown cleared their line and play centred. Misses Richards, Elliott, A. Jackson and 
Easthope carried play into Greytown territory again, but Misses Dunn and Humphries 
relieved. Greytown had a brief turn at attacking, but Miss Terry's fine play saved a score. 
Time was called shortly afterwards without any score being registered. For Greytown Misses 
Humphries and Dunn played splendidly, their fine dribbling rushes being a feature of the 
play. Good form was also shown by Misses E. Brunton, E. ,Bicknell and C. Keedwell. The 
latter had a hard task set her in watching the School right wing, Miss O. Richards who played 
a fine dashing game. It would be hard to individualise the other School  players but Misses E. 
Keisenberg, A. Jackson and P. McKenzie probably caught the eye most. Considerable interest 
was manifested in the game by the spectators, who numbered about 200, and each piece of 
good play was warmly cheered. Both teams showed excellent form and combination, and had 
the ground not been so heavy a particularly fast match would no doubt have resulted. Mr F. 
Richards was referee and gave satisfaction to both sides. The School team entertained the 
visitors at afternoon tea. 
21st July 1906 Masterton Trust Lands Trust Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School 
Committee, waited on the Trust, and urged that the usual grant of £95 be continued this year. 
He pointed out that the Committee would have to incur "heavier expense than formerly in the 
upkeep of the new secondary class rooms, and in providing science material for the classes 
engaged in agricultural and preparatory science. By the reduction of the grant by half last 
year, the Committee had deprived, with the Government subsidy, of £15, and that was a very 
serious consideration to the Committee. 
Mr Daniell mentioned he would like to see the Trust go in for specialising the vote in order to 
make the local school prominent in some particular branch. 
Mr Brown replied that there was no objection to the Trust specialising some portion of the 
grant, but a certain amount was necessary for ordinary maintenance. He considered the old 
system of grant on a capitation basis was equitable, notwithstanding the fact that the 
Masterton School was in a different position so far as its assistance from the Department was 
concerned. 
Messrs Michell and Renall did not think the Trustees should take into consideration the 
allowance made by the Education Department. 
Subsequently, when the question of grants was under consideration, Mr Daniell reiterated that 
the Trustees should encourage special subjects. They had given a special grant of .£150 for 
furnishing, and another £50 for the agricultural class, and each sum of money granted should 
be towards the development of a particular subject, so that the school would be advanced on 
every occasion.  
Mr Feist agreed, but failed to see why the ordinary grant should be reduced. Mr Daniell 
remarked that the arrangement to give the school grants on a capitation basis appeared to be 
quite equitable under the former conditions, but now the Masterton school received an 
allowance which was not given to other schools, and the question occurred to him if it was 
still equitable. 
Other Trustees considered that the allowance should not affect the Trust grant, and Mr 
Daniell added that it did not matter so long as the money granted was spent advantageously in 
the interests of the children. Finally it was decided to make the usual grants as follow :—



Masterton School Committee, £95 ; St. Patrick's, £27 ; Fernridge, £25; Te Ore Ore, £10; 
Technical School Managers, £100; Physical Training School, £10. 
27th July 1906 Wellington Education Board The monthly meeting of the Board was held 
yesterday. A SCHOOL I'OR LANSDOWNE. The Sites Committee reported on the 
application for a school at Lansdowne that the attendance at the school at Te Ore Ore was 
steadily declining. Out of fifty-seven on the roll only twelve were  of European parents. The 
establishment of a school at Lansdowne  was not likely to affect this school, and it would be 
too far away to injure the Opaki School. The Committee thought the Lansdowne petitioners 
had made out a strong case. The Chief Inspector concurred in the recommendation but 
expressed the opinion that the real solution of the question was the establishment of a second 
school for Masterton. 
Mr Hogg moved, and Mr Feist seconded, "That the report be adopted, and that application be 
made to the School Commissioners for live acres of the Education reserve at Lansdowne as a 
site for a second school at Masterton. 
Mr Fleming said the Masterton main school had nearly seven hundred children, or with the 
side school between eight and nine hundred. He believed the town would be best served 
eventually by a school at each end. The motion was agreed to. 
27th July 1906 ARBOR DAY. Tree Planting at Masterton School 
The planting of trees at the Masterton District High School, in celebration of Arbor Day, took 
place yesterday afternoon—the usual half-holiday in order to suit the convenience of 
members of the Committee. There was a small attendance of visitors, including Mr J. A. 
Renall (Mayor), Mr R. Brown (chairman), and Messrs E. H. Waddington, W. Gillespie and J. 
Carpenter (members of the Committee). Mr C. E. Daniell (chairman of the Trust Lands 
Trust), who had been invited, sent an apology for absence, he being  away in Wellington. 
The first tree was planted in the plot given by the Trust Lands Trustees for the agricultural 
class, by Mr Brown. Mr Renall named it " Brown's Tree," remarking that the name had been 
chosen to confer an honour on Mr Brown in recognition of his services to the town, and more 
particularly to the cause of education. 
On the initiation of the Headmaster three hearty cheers were given for Mr Brown, who, in 
some appropriate remarks, acknowledged  the compliment paid him. 
Several trees and shrubs (all native) were planted by the visitors, and the school children 
planted trees under the direction of Mr Haslam in the front grounds, and under the direction 
of Mr Charters in the recreation ground 
28th July 1906 The Masterton and Carterton schools met on the Masterton Schoolground, to-
day, when, after a very uninteresting game, Carterton were defeated by 14 points to 3. Harris 
scored two tries for the winners and Renall and R. Milne one each. Meredith converted one 
try. Fairbrother scored for Carterton. 
27th July 1906 TECHNICAL AGRICULTURE. 
THE MASTLRTON SCHOOL CLASSES. 
At the annual meeting of the Masterton A. and P. Association, yesterday, Mr W. Perry made 
reference to the agricultural classes at the Masterton District High School. He said that the 
Committee appointed by the Association to assist in the movement had under consideration 
the question of giving prizes to encourage exhibits from the children in connection  with the 
classes. If the children took the matter up the present hall on the Showgrounds would be 



inadequate for the exhibits, and that was a matter that the new Committee would have to 
consider. 
Mr Smith asked  whether the schools in the Pahiatua district, where  considerable interest was 
being taken in technical  agriculture, would be able to exhibit with the Masterton Schools 
 
28th July 1906 A SCHOOL FOR LANSDOWNE. 
Matter Discussed by the Education Board. Report of the Committee Adopted. 
Suggests Purchase of Site for a Second School 
Application to be Made to School Commissioners. Five Acres at Lansdowne Recommended 
The Committee of the Education Board, consisting of Messrs A. W. Hogg and  Edwin Feist, 
appointed to deal with the petition for the establishment of a school at Lansdowne, Masterton, 
submitted the following report at the meeting of the Board on Thursday :-— 
" On Friday, 13th inst., in company with Mr T. R. Fleming (senior inspector), we visited the 
school at Tc Ore Ore. The Master (Mr Jones) informed us that for a considerable time the 
members had been on the decline. The great bulk of the children come from the Native pah, 
about half-a-mile north of the school. Out of a roll of fifty two children only twelve are of 
European parentage. The probability is that before long this will become a one-teacher 
school. Beyond taking away some of the European children, the establishment of a school at 
Lansdowne is not likely to affect this school. 
"The Opaki school, being about four miles distant from the Education Reserve at Lansdowne, 
is too far away to be affected by the school proposed. 
In the afternoon we met at the Borough Council Chambers and heard the representations of 
Mr R. Brown (chairman of the Masterton School Committee) and Mr W H Jackson 
(headmaster of the District High School) on behalf of the opponents of the new school, and 
Messrs Walter Harris, J. C. Ewington and D. A. Morton, three of the petitioners. A map of 
Lansdowne showed the position of over a hundred residences. Inspector Fleming said he had 
ascertained that twenty-four of the children attending the side school hailed from Lansdowne, 
and Mr Jackson intimated that a considerable number of the children attending the District 
High School came from the same locality. It was contended that the establishment of the 
proposed school would reduce the grade and otherwise injure the District High School, 
besides reducing the roll of the side school; that these schools fully met the requirements of 
families at Lansdowne; that the distance the children had to travel was well within the 
statutory limit; that the good average attendance conclusively proved that there were no 
serious difficulties, and that the road and bridges between Lansdowne and the Borough would 
shortly be placed in good order 
"On the side of the petitioners, any desire to close the Te Ore Ore School, or prejudice the 
District High School was disclaimed. The road connecting Lansdowne was represented to be 
dangerous, and, especially on market days, unfit for children ; and it was submitted that apart 
from other considerations, the number of families congregated at Lansdowne, entitled the 
place to a school. It was further argued that the new school would relieve the pressure on the 
existing schools, now over-crowded. 
" While most "reluctant to do anything calculated to injure or impair the efficiency of the 
existing schools, which have long been distinguished for their excellent work, we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that the Lansdowne petitioners  have made out a strong case. Sooner or 



later a second standard school will have to be established in the neighbourhood of Masterton, 
and seeing how settlement is extending, and families are concentrating at Lansdowne, we 
commend the memorial of the residents to the favourable consideration of the Board." 
Inspector Fleming attached the following memo :--1 concur with this report, but the real 
question is not a school for Lansdowne, but a second school to serve the residents of 
Masterton. Since 1901 the Masterton Borough was reduced in area but increased in 
population from 3919 to 5003—an increase of over 1000. This, taking into consideration the 
condition of the present school, shows that the Board should immediately consider the 
question of obtaining a site for a second school. As the main school is at the opposite end of 
the Borough from Lansdowne, a site at or near Lansdowne would, I think, be the most 
suitable. 
Mr Hogg moved, " That the report be adopted, and that application be made to the School 
Commissioners for five acres of the Education Reserve at Lansdowne as a site for a second 
school for Masterton." In doing so, he said he would regret very much to see anything done 
that would materially injure the District High School, but he did not think much harm would 
arise to the main school if a school at Lansdowne were established. The side school would 
probably have its average reduced, and to some extent the main school would suffer, but he 
did not think any great injury would arise ; while, on the other hand, there was no doubt that 
the residents at Lansdowne and the northern part of the Borough, where there was a large 
number of young children, would greatly benefit. 
Mr Feist seconded the motion 
Mr Buchanan asked whether the improvement of the road connecting Lansdowne with the 
Borough would not obviate the necessity for another school ? 
Mr Hogg replied that the delegates from Lansdowne claimed that the large number of 
families there entitled them to a school, quite apart from other considerations. 
Mr Feist remarked that it was a singular fact that the Masterton school roll was no larger now 
than it was some twenty years ago. 
Inspector Fleming pointed out that, at the time referred to, there was no side school. The roll 
contained then about 600 names. Now the roll, including that of the side school, showed 
between 800 and 900. Owing to the increase of population, and the crowded state of the 
present buildings, a second school was required and he thought a school in the 
neighbourhood of Lansdowne would meet the case. 
The motion was carried. 
10th August 1906 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The report of the Headmaster of the 
Masterton District High School  (Mr W. H. Jackson), submitted to the meeting of the School 
Committee, last evening, stated, inter alia:— Main School: Roll, 675; average attendance, 
589; percentage of attendance, 87. Side School: Roll, 173; average attendance, 149; 
percentage of attendance, 86. Secondary Classes: Roll, 78; average attendance, 72; 
percentage  of attendance, 92. Bad weather reduced the attendance on the 10th, 16th and 17th 
ult. The prevailing epidemic has also reduced the average slightly. In spite of these adverse 
conditions a percentage of 87 has been made. The absentee list contains only three names, 
none of which are bad cases. Every precaution is being taken in order to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases. On Friday, the 27th ult., all the rooms in the Main School and Side 
School were thoroughly sprayed with an antiseptic. Sawdust saturated with a disinfectant is 



strewn on all the floors every night before sweeping is done. No children are allowed to 
return to school after recovery or contact until a certificate  is obtained from the doctor or 
health officer. The very satisfactory percentage of attendance (87) clearly indicates that the 
outbreak is being kept well in check. There are now two pupil teacher vacancies on the staff, 
one caused by the retirement of Miss Clarke, and the other a new appointment. I have 
suggested that an assistant should be added, in accordance with the rules of staffs, instead of 
two pupil teachers. Miss Wilson, M.A., has received appointment to the Terrace District High 
School in Wellington. I much regret her removal from the staff. She is an excellent 
disciplinarian, and has done very good work during the three years she has been on the staff. 
With the concurrence of the Chairman, I have allowed one of my senior assistants to do 
relieving duty at the Fernridge School for a few days.  
Mr R. H. W. Bligh, the lecturer of the White Cross League, visited the school on Thursday 
and Friday last, and addressed all the Senior scholars. I am in entire sympathy with the 
movement, and I much appreciate the excellent manner in which Mr Bligh handles the 
subject  with boys and with girls.  
Arbor Day was celebrated at the School on Thursday, July 26th. Trees were kindly donated 
by Mr Hale, of the Te Ore Ore Nursery, and by Mr R. E. Howell and others. 
10th August 1906 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, a letter 
was received from the Wellington Education Board stating that the request for a school at 
Lansdowne had been granted. 
10th August 1906 | MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton  School 
Committee was held last evening. There were present — Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. 
O'Leary, W. Gillespie, G. Townsend, J. Carpenter, C. Perry, E. H. Waddington, and W. 
Fendall.'  
The Treasurer reported as follows: —Receipts—Capitation, £29 15s 6d; Trust grant for 
fencing, with subsidy, £99 14s; credit balance at date, £166 5s 9d, but the fencing (£79) and 
extras have yet to be paid for. The Trust Lands Trust wrote stating that the annual grant of 
£95 had been voted. The Education Board wrote stating that the Masterton School was 
entitled to another pupil teacher and could either have an assistant teacher at £90 per year or 
two pupil teachers. It was resolved to ask the Board to appoint an assistant teacher. Accounts 
amounting to £ls 1s 1d were passed for payment.  
It was decided to ask the Education Board not to remove Miss Wilson from the school till 
after the annual examination, is to be held next monh.  
A vote of thanks was passed to Mr E. Hale for a donation of trees to the school. Messrs 
Brown, Gillespie and Waddington were appointed a committee to deal with the question of 
school cleaning, and to make an appointment.  
The visitors for the month are Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Duncan. 
10th August 1906 An information under the Factories Act, was heard by Mr W. P James S.M. 
this morning, in which the lad Leslie Drake, about whom the Masterton School Committee 
recently considered a report of hard work before school is concerned. Mr James questioned 
the lad about his meals and hours of work, and subsequently remarked that more fuss had 
been made of the matter than the facts warranted. He considered it commendable to teach the 
lad industrious and manly habits by giving him employment in his leisure time, so long as the 
work in which he was engaged did not impair his health or interfere with his schooling. With 



the boy in question he had had an opportunity of seeing him delivering milk, and he always 
appeared happy and contented, as well as well cared for and healthy. 
10th August 1906 The ordinary meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
V.M.C.A. rooms last evening at 7.30, there being present Messrs R. Brown (chairman), W. 
Easthope (secretary), H. O'Leary, G. Townsend, J. Carpenter, E. H. Waddington, W. A. 
Fendall, C. Perry and W. Gillespie. 
The Treasurer's statement, which was read and adopted, showed capitation received, £29 15s 
11d; Trust grant for fencing, and subsidy, £99 14s; credit balance at date, £166 5s 9d. An 
expenditure of £79, for fencing, will reduce the balance to £87 5s 9d. 
The members went into Committee to explain to a resident who waited on the meeting the 
circumstances surrounding a report connected with the conditions under which his son was 
attending the school and working on a milk-round. 
The Headmaster's report was adopted as read. It included the following item : — 
Attendance.—Main School: Roll 675, average attendance" 589, percentage of attendance 87. 
Side School—Roll 173, average 149, percentage 86. Secondary classes— Roll 78, average 
72, percentage 92. 
Bad weather reduced the attendance on the 10th, 16th and 17th ult. The prevailing epidemic 
has also reduced the average slightly. In spite of these adverse conditions a percentage of 87 
has been made The absentee list contains only three names, none of which are bad cases. 
Every precaution is being taken in order to prevent the spread of infectious diseases. On 
Friday, the 27th ult., all the rooms in the Main School and Side School were thoroughly 
sprayed with a strong antiseptic. Sawdust saturated with a disinfectant is strewn on all the 
floors every night before sweeping is done. No children are allowed to return to school after 
recovery or contact, until a certificate is obtained from the doctor or health office. The very 
satisfactory percentage of attendance —87 — clearly indicates that the outbreak is being kept 
well in check. 
There are now two pupil-teacher vacancies on the staff—one caused by the retirement of 
Miss Clarke and the other a new appointment I have suggested that an assistant should be 
added, in accordance with the scale of staffs, instead of two pupil teachers. Miss Wilson, 
M.A., has received appointment to the Terrace District High School, in Wellington. I much 
regret her removal from the staff. She is an excellent disciplinarian and has done very good 
work during the three years she has been on the staff. 
Correspondence was received as follows 
From the Wellington Education Board, offering for the teaching staff two pupil teachers, or 
an assistant at £90 per annum. 
From same, stating that they had adopted their Committee's recommendation that a school 
should be established at Lansdowne and that application be made in due course for a 
sufficient sum to erect the same, with an application to the School Commissioners for a grant 
of five acres of land for the site. 
From the Trust Lands Trust, notifying the passing of a grant of £95 to the school. 
On the motion of Mr Gillespie, seconded by Mr O'Leary, it was resolved to secure an 
assistant teacher at £90. 
It was decided to ask the Board not to remove Miss Wilson from the staff until after the 
examination. 



Messrs Gillespie, Waddington and the Chairman were elected a sub-committee to make 
arrangements for letting the school cleaning contract. 
A vote of thanks was passed to Mr Hale and others who donated trees to the school. 
Accounts to the amount of £15 4s Id were passed for payment. 
Mr Waddington, on behalf of the visitors for the past month, reported everything at the 
school to be in a satisfactory condition. 
Messrs Carpenter, Duncan and the Chairman were appointed visitors for the ensuing-month 
10th August 1906 HIGH SCHOOL v. CARTERTON. The match between the High School 
and Carterton teams, played on the School grounds, yesterday, was a fast and interesting 
game and resulted in a win for the High School by 3 goals to nil. The best team undoubtedly 
won, but Carterton played a plucky up-hill game, and cleared their circle time after time in 
good style. All the goals for the winners were scored by Miss O. Richards , who showed great 
form. One of her goals was the result of a sensational run from half way. She broke away 
from her forwards and took the ball right through on her own. The Carterton goal-keeper, 
Miss Hewson, played an excellent game. She saved her side several times and stopped-some 
very hot shots. For the winners the best players, besides Miss Richards, were Misses Elliott, 
Jackson (2), and Keisenberg. For Carterton Misses Hewson (2), Feist, Sayers, Telford and 
Molloy played well. Mr F. Richards was referee. After the match the visitors were hospitably 
entertained at afternoon tea by the home team. 
WAIRARAPA LADIES' ASSOCIATION. At a meeting of the Wairarapa Ladies' Hockey 
Association held in the Methodist Schoolroom, last evening, delegates were present from 
Greytown, Featherston, Carterton, Huia, District High School, Glengarry, Raupo and Garry 
Owen Clube. Mr J. B. Rue presided. A letter was received from the Wellington Ladies' 
Hockey Association approving of August 25th as the date for a visit from the Wairarapa 
Representative team. It was decided to send a junior team also to play a Wellington 
representative junior team on the same date. Messrs Richards, Humphrey, and Rue were 
appointed a Selection Committee. A practice match between the senior and junior 
representatives will be held at Masterton on Thursday next. 
10th August 1906 Wellington Education Board Terrace District High School, female ' 
Secondary assistant, Miss M. Wilson, M.A., of. Masterton: ; 
21st August 1906 Small Bird Nuisance report included Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the 
Masterton District High school, had intimated his willingness to display a placard in the 
School giving particulars in connection with the destruction of birds 
22nd August 1906 Masterton Borough Council An application was made by Mr W. H. 
Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District High School, for a water service to the school 
garden. He asked for a one-inch service into the grounds and from this six three quarter inch 
stand pipes and taps. It was decided to do the work. 
30th August 1906 ELEMENTARY AGRICULTURE 
THE MASTERTON SCHOOL CLASSES. A meeting of the committee appointed in 
connection with the agricultural classes at the Masterton District High School was held 
yesterday afternoon. There were present—Messrs R. Brown, C. E. Daniel!, D. McGregor, E. 
H. Waddington, and W. H. Jackson. "*Mr Jackson submitted a list of articles required for the 
using of the plots. The question of funds for purchasing the articles was discussed. It was 
pointed out that there was £10 in hand, and that the School Committee had promised to give 



£10. If the Trust Lands Trustees gave a grant of £2O, which would carry a Government 
subsidy of £2O, the difficulty in the matter of finance would be practically overcome. Messrs 
Brown, Waddington and McGregor were appointed a deputation to wait on the Trustees at 
their next meeting in connection with a grant towards the cost of working the plot. The same 
deputation were appointed to wait on the Borough Council at its next meeting and ask for a 
few loads of road scrapings in order to fill in the front position of the plot. Mr Jackson 
undertook to interview the Chairman of the Masterton County Council with reference to 
obtaining assistance from that body. 
30th August 1906 The usual term holiday of one week at the  Masterton District High School 
will commence on September 24th. The examinations will be held during the week preceding 
the holidays. 
4th September 1906 Mr W. H. T. Barber, M.H.R., who takes a keen interest in school sports, 
on the occasion of the representative cricket match Wellington schools v. Wairarapa schools, 
last season, promised to present a bat to the boy making the highest score. Master Heaton 
Rhodes, of the Masterton District High School, was the fortunate winner of the trophy, and he 
has now received from Mr Barber a first class bat—just in time for this season's play. 
5th September 1905 The friends of Miss C. Clarke, of the staff of the Masterton District High 
School, will be pleased to hear that she has recovered from her long illness, and is now able 
to resume her duties 
8th September 1906 Tenders are invited by the Masterton School Committee for cleaning the 
school building 
14th September 1906 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The monthly report of Mr W. H. Jackson, 
Headmaster of the Masterton District High School to the School Committee last evening, 
stated, inter alia:— "Attendance, Main School, roll 680; average attendance, 601; percentage 
of attendance, 86; Side School, 177, 141, 80; Secondary Classes, 74, 68, 51. The prevailing 
scarlatina epidemic has materially interfered with the attendance during the past month. The 
number of cases of school children who have contracted the disease has not been very large. 
The reduction in the attendance has been mainly due to the stringent application of the 
regulations prohibiting the attendance of children from homes in which the disease exists. No 
child who has been suffering from scarlatina, or in whose home the disease has made its 
appearance, has been allowed to return to school without a certificate from a doctor or from 
the Health Officer. As very few fresh oases are coming under my notice, I feel sure the 
outbreak has nearly died out. Miss Clark, one of the pupil-teachers on the staff, resumed duty 
on the 1st inst., after four mouths' absence caused by illness. Miss Wilson retires from the 
staff at the end of the present month. If the weather is favourable during the term holiday, I 
would recommend that the Committee arrange for the completion of the asphalt work in the. 
front grounds, during that week.  
The supplementary readers authorised some time ago, are now in use in all standards. Parents 
have been called upon to buy only one school reader this year, instead of two as in former 
years. The books purchased by the Committee will last three years, and as one book is made 
to serve two pupils, the cost is about one-sixth of the amount that parents would have had to 
pay in order to supply new books to their children every year for three years. During the last 
year or two the teaching of physiography, geography and facts connected with industrial 
occupations, has been vastly improved by the introduction of the stereoscope into schools. In 



America, and in some of the leading educational institutions in England, the stereoscope, as 
an aid to effective teaching, is in general use. I should like to be able to introduce it into our. 
school in connection with the work of the upper classes. I have obtained  a specimen 
instrument, and a set of slides illustrating industrial occupations These 1 forward for the 
Committee to inspect." The question of stereoscopes for class use was referred to the Finance 
Committee to report on the ways and  means. 
14th September 1906 The annual examination of the children attending the Masterton District 
High School will commence on Monday next, and will probably occupy the whole week. 
The tenders of Mr J. Braggins for cleaning the Main School, and of Mr D. Greening for 
cleaning the Side School, were accepted at the meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
last evening. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the School, made eulogistic reference  to the success of Mr 
H. O'Leary, junr. who recently won the Plunket Medal in  the oratorical contest at Victoria 
College, Wellington. Mr R. Brown, chairman, also referred in high terms to Mr O'Leary's  
success. It was unanimously decided  to forward to Mr O'Leary the Committee's 
congratulations on his success. Mr H, O'Leary, senr., who is a member of the Committee,  
14th September 1906. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. There were present—Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, O. 
Perry, G. Townsend, W. Gillespie, and T. Duncan. Leave of absence was granted to Messrs 
E. H. Waddington and W. A. Fendall. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £147 9s 3d. 
Accounts amounting to £144 were passed for payment. Mr Reginald Foss  [Fernridge School] 
wrote thanking the committee for arranging with Mr W. H. Jackson for one of the staff at the 
Masterton District  High School to take temporary charge of his school on the occasion of his 
recent accident. The Education Board also wrote thanking the Committee in connection with 
the matter.  
Mrs L. Rees wrote resigning the position of  caretaker of the Main School. She asked to be 
allowed to retain the charge of the Side School. Mrs Rees further stated that she had met with 
an accident while working in the school, and she asked whether she was entitled to any 
compensation from the Education Board. It was decided to forward the letter to the Education 
Board. It was decided to recommend Miss E. Williams for the position of secondary assistant 
at the Masterton District High School.  
Messrs Fendall, Gillespie, and O'Leary are the visiting members for the month 
14th September 1906 The supplementary readers authorised to be purchased by the Masterton 
School Committee some time ago, are now in use in all standards. Parents have been called 
upon to buy only one school reader this year, instead of two as in former years. The books 
purchased by the Committee will last three years, and as one book is made to serve two 
pupils, the cost is about one sixth of the amount that parents would have had to pay in order 
to supply new books to their children every year for three years. 
Mr J. T. Tennant, Inspector of Schools under the Wellington Education Board, is expected to 
make his annual  visit of inspection to Masterton District High School on or about September 
17th. 
The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson}; made a report to the School Committee last evening, 
that the prevailing scarletina epidemic had materially interfered with the attendance during 
the past month. The number of cases of school children who had contracted the disease had 



not been very large. The reduction in the attendance had been mainly due to the stringent 
application of the regulations prohibiting the attendance of children from homes in which the 
disease existed, in a child who had been suffering from scarletina, or in whose the disease had 
made its appearance, had been allowed to return to school without a certificate from a doctor 
or from the Health Officer. As very few fresh cases are coming under his notice, he felt sure 
the outbreak had nearly died out. 
In his report to the School Committee, last evening, Mr W. H. Jackson pointed out that, 
during the last year or two the teaching of physiography, geography and facts connected with 
industrial occupations, has been vastly improved by the introduction of the stereoscope into 
schools. In America and in some of the leading educational institutions in England, the 
stereoscope, as an aid to effective teaching, is in general use. He said he would like to be able 
to introduce it into the local school in connection with the work of the upper classes. He had 
obtained a specimen instrument, and a set of slides illustrating industrial occupations, which 
he forwarded to the Committee for inspection. The Committee decided to refer the matter to 
the Finance Committee. 
A large amount of very heavy work has been done in the Masterton school garden during the 
past four weeks. Nearly the whole  of the ground has been trenched and the boulders 
removed. Some forty or fifty loads of turf and weeds, taken from the front grounds some time 
ago, have been dug in to feed the ground More is required to complete the plots. Manure, or 
road spoil, is an urgent requirement.  
The School Committee, last night, authorised Mr Jackson to expend up to £3 in procuring 
manure. The following generous donations have been received by Mr Jackson for the school 
garden and for the funds of the school: - The Mayor (Mr J. A. Renall), £5 5s ; Messrs T. 
Wagg, J. C. Ewington, and J. H. Pauling (for Masterton Implement Co.), each a wheelbarrow 
(worth 2.5 shillings); Mr J. D. Cruickshank, seed potatoes (Early Rose, Beauty of Hebron, Up 
to Date, and specimen packets of the following new varieties—Royal Kidneys, Factor and 
Scottish Triumph). The Borough Council has complied with the request made and has had a 
very satisfactory water service laid on to the school pints, free of cost. 
14th September 1906 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in 
the V M.C.A. rooms last evening. Mr R. Brown was in the chair, and there were also present: 
Messrs T. Duncan, G. Townsend, W. Gillespie, J. Carpenter, C. Perry and H. O'Leary. 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Messrs E. H. Waddington and W. A. 
Fendall. 
The report of the Treasurer showed a credit balance of £147 9s 3d. 
A letter was received from Mr R. Foss,[Fernridge] thanking the Committee for permitting an 
arrangement with Mr W. H. Jackson to send from the High School one of the staff to take 
charge of the Fernridge school during the writer's absence, on the occasion of his recent 
accident. The  Education Board tendered its thanks on the same matter. 
Mrs L. Rees sent in her resignation as caretaker of the High School but asked to be allowed to 
retain the position at the side school, the writer pointing out that she had met with an accident 
while performing her duties at the school. She asked if she was not entitled to compensation 
from the Education Board.—It was decided to remit the latter to the Education Board. 
The tender of R. Greening, at 6s a week, for the side school was accepted, and that of J. T. 
Braggins, at 30s a week, for the main school, subject to the 6s reduction. 



The Headmaster reported attendances for the month as follows :—Main school, roll number 
680, average attendance 601, percentage of attendance 88 ; side school, 177, 141, and 80; 
secondary classes, 74, 68 and 91. Miss Clark, one of the pupil-teachers on the staff, resumed 
duty on the 1st inst., after four months' absence, caused by illness. Miss Wilson will retire 
from the stall at the end of the present month. The annual examination of the school 
commences on Monday next, and will probably occupy the whole week. 
The Committee recommended the appointment of Miss Williams (at present on the staff) to 
the position of assistant at the local school. 
Messrs Fendall, Gillespie and O'Leary are visiting members for the month. 
17th December 1906 Mr F. J. Nicol, son of Mr J. Nicol, of this town, is at present on a visit to 
Masterton, from Western Australia. Mr Nicol, who is an old Masterton School boy, joined the 
telegraph service in Wellington some thirteen years ago, but, calculating on finding better 
prospect in Western Australia, migrated to the country  ten years ago. Since that time he. has 
been in telegraph offices at Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and Perth, and he is at present one of the 
head telegraphists in the Erula cable station, situate on the boundary between Western and 
South Australia. He is enjoying three months' holiday. 
18th September 1906 Inspectors F.H. Bakewell M.A., and J. S. Tennant B.A., are at present 
conducting the annual examination at the Masterton District High School. 
20th September 1906 In the season, 1906, the Masterton District High School football team 
has played ten games —won 4, drawn 3, and lost 3 ; points for 59, against 53. 
22nd September 1906 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
Annual Examination. 
List of Passes 
The following is the list of passes in connection  with the annual examination of the  
Masterton School :— 
Standard VII.—Boys—Colin Hendry, Herbert Bray, Ross Burridge, Thomas Harris, Harold 
Harvey, Arthur von Keisenberg, Errol Mackersey, Ronald Miller, Walter Newton, Albert 
Rigg. Victor Sutton, Stanley Temple, Arthur Wheeler.  
Girls Edith' Chambers, Olive Dagg, Constance Evans, Sarah Fowles, Alma Fuller, Dorothy 
Jenkinson, Evelyn Waddington, Grace Waddington, Jessie Welsh ,Eva Winch, Rubina 
Wilton. (Twenty-six others already hold Standard VII. certificates). 
Standard Vl.—Proficiency certificate — Boys William Barrett, Ernest Boyd, Erdly 
Buckeridge, Frank Burson, Robert Cameron, William Chambers, Edwin De Lisle, Alfred 
Donald, George Elliott, Edwin Easthope, Walter Flaws, Norman Fly, Jack Fuller, Wilfred 
Hampton, Harry Heyhoe, Willie Hoar, Ray Huston, Clifford Jackson, Reginald Knight, 
Wilfred Andrews, Alfred Ibbetson, Ernest Newton, Cyril La Roche, Bertie Livingstone, 
Bertie McWhinnie, George McKenzie, George Miller, Norman Miller, Reginald Miller, 
Charles Osman, Richard Pearson, Leonard Simpson, Arthur Ward and Herbert Yates.  
Girls -Nellie Ackermann, Elsie Bannister, Gladys Church, Doris Dixon, Annie Fraser, Jessie 
Fraser, Ethel Green, Lexie Green, Christina McKenzie, Gladys McKenzie, Nellie Millar, 
Jessie Milne, Kathleen Montgomery, Gladys Moore, Gladys Murray, Lucy Reed, Nellie 
Robertson, Ethel Saxton, Elsie Shackleton, Olive Sutherland, Delia Syverston, Lavinia Tait, 
Ettie Tornquist, Christina Weston, Gladys Cork, Mina Dumbleton, Ina Williams. 



Competency certificates —Boys—John Catt, Ernest Franks, Thomas McMaster. Girls - Elsie 
Fisher, Eveline McCormack, Maud Reardon. 
Promoted to Standard VI.- -Boys James Ah Lop, Joseph Burson, Richard Chapell, Ken 
Curtis, Charles Creelman, Joseph Darville, George Dean, Roy Dixon, Meredith Ewart, 
Joseph Ewington, Horace Flaws, Ernest Flaws, Hugh Fraser, Percy Fraser, Arthur Colder, 
Stanley Harding, Fred Hartmann, Hans Hartmann, Henry Hayes, Jack Hirschberg, James 
Hourigan, Roy Huston, Clarence La Roche, Terence McKee, Henry Montgomery, Arthur 
Morgan, John Morton, Rupert Payne, Percy Pragnell, Stanley Pragnell, Thomas Rayner, 
Harry Satchel!, Herbert Smith, Horace Terry, Fred Tornquist, Percy Wad ham, Guy Wagg, 
William Wagg, Harry Whitton, Henry Williams, Harry Williams, Herbert Wimsett, Reginald 
Yarr.  
Girls-Gladys Bannister. Maud Bentley, Jessie Baker, Ethel Braggins, Violet Billington, Nora 
Cook, Annie Cullen, Florence Ewington, Jessie Exell, Lucy Fowles, Hazel Fuller, Florence 
Briden, Mary Hatch, Dorothy Hounslow, Esther Joyce, Elsie King, Matilda Lyttle, Easter 
Miller, Dora Nicolson, Millie Norman, Florence Payne, Lilian Peters, Gertie Peterson, May 
Pond, Myrtle Reed, Ellen Rees, Vida Renall, Dorothy Saker, Amy Thompson, Ettie 
Thompson, Esmee Waddington, Ivy Wilton, Ina McColl, Jean Weyland, Dorothy Jorgensen, 
Ada Ball, May Cole. 
Promoted to Standard V- -Boys -Bertie Ah Lop, Alex. Annan, William Archer, Harry 
Bannister, Ken. Braddock, Fred. Buckthought, John Candy, Reginald Cairns, William 
Christian, Bruce Dixon, William Drake. William Elliot, Douglas Fraser, George Forman, Roy 
Falloon, Percy Fly, Ivan Gray, Douglas Hosking, Arnold Hadley, Waiter Harding, Robert 
Hawkins, Edward Jepson, Charles Jones, Harold Lett, Horace Lewin, Alex. McKenzie, 
Douglas Mackersey, Leo .Miller, Ormond Nicol, Herbert  Raflills, Richard Renall, Frank 
Rickards, James Riddell, Stewart Ross, George Saker, John Swanson, Stanley Sreeves, Philip 
Shaw, Richard Te Tan, William Terry, Roy Tait, Reginald Wilton, George Wagg, Richard 
Webber, Robert Wise, Donald McColl, William Stewart, Clive Blackmann, Lander 
Thompson.  
Girls- -Edna Bannister, Doris Bentley, Florence Billington, Sybil Cameron, Mulleh Cameron, 
Connie Cook, Dorothy Cork, Myrtle Devonport, Minnie Dixon, Clarence "Graham, Grace 
Greathead, Nilla Hyde, Olive Henderson, Natalie Hill, Ada Hunter, Annie Irvine, Doris 
Johnston, Vera King, Gladys Lett, Emma Leech, Berry Leech, Kathleen McGrath, Jessie 
Miller, Dorothy Newton, Elsie Nott, Ruth Pelling, Cora Ralph, Alma Reynolds, Maggie 
Sewell, Katie Shaw, Grace Tooby, Millie Townsend, Annie Yates. 
Promoted to Standard IV.—Boys—Fred Ackermann, Eli Eastwood, Louis Butcher, Burnett 
Brunton, Roy Brunton, Frank Blackmann, Leslie Clancy, Norman Cairns, Gordon Chapman, 
George Cooper, Leslie Drake, William Davidson, Cecil Dine, Harry Elliot, Alfred East hope, 
Harold Falk, Stephen Gough, Joseph Gray, Ormond Hooper, Bertram Harrod, Frank Henson, 
Thomas Harding, Denis Hourigan, Nelson Hendry, Alick Irvine, Leslie Johnson, Lawrence 
Johnson, Victor Jones, William Lenz, William Langley, Patrick Leahy, Harold Martin, 
Calvert Moore, Alfred Munn, Albert McCormack, Alick McKenzie, Edwin Meredith, Evard 
Felling, Edward Perry, Frank Stains, George Sewell, Ivan Sutherland, Cyril Sykes, William 
Te Tau, Claude Valler, Percy Wimsett, Eric Wickens, Leslie Warner, Charles Hoffiens. 
Girls—Pearl Allsworth, Olive Andrews, Daisy Barker, Olive Cook, Lily Cameron, Effie 



Cant, Mabel Darlington, Eileen Dumbleton , May Hart, Myrtle Hadley, Mary Henson, Ruby 
Henman, Olive Joyce, Evelyn Jones, Lizzie Kavanagh, Rayne King, Ilean Maxted, Elsie 
Olliver, Ruby Pinkney, Ethel Pond, Alma Perry, Marjorie Robertson, Ivy Shackelton , 
Dorothy Sutherland, Hettie Simonson, Mabel Saker, Winnie Truscott, Minnie Wallis, Maud 
Williams, Myra Wickens, Olive Dumbleton.  
Promoted to Standard III.—Boys—Arthur Andrews, Leslie Barclay, Herbert Biggs, David 
Buckthought, Jack Braddock, Langley Braddock, Sidney Briden, Frank Cairns, William 
Corlett, Leonard Corlett, Howard Devonport, Alan Fuller, Maurice Fly, Peter Hartmann, 
James Harris, Harold Jepson, Leopold Jackson, Leo yon Keisenberg, Hamilton Logan, Alfred 
Lyttle, John McLean, Lincoln Murray, Bruce Morton, Robert Peterson, Teddy Pinkney, 
Sidney Pragnell, Norman Rawson, Oswald Sykes, Robert Sutherland, Eric Tooby, James 
Tornquist, Herbert Tornquist, Millan Thompson, Archie Williams.  
Girls-- May Braddock, Mary Burson, Cassie Bruce, Alma Carpenter, Emmeline Cant, Ethel 
Brickell, Vida Dixon, Alice Golder, Edna Graham, Anastasia Hourigan, Marion Hayes, 
Aileen Judd, Verna Knowles, Eva Lenz, May Lewin, Gladys McKenzie, Agnes McCormack, 
Flora McColl, Pearl Pond, Lily Pauling, Dulcie Rollo, Agnes Rees, Eva Raffills, Lena 
Shackleton, Elizabeth Stringer, Carrie Thompson, Olive Wilton, Eunice Wyber, Mina 
Waddington, Elma Chapman.  
Promoted to Standard 11-Boys-Alfred Drake, George Drake, Lawrence Franks, Hector 
Grange, Reggie Graham, Leslie Howell, Claude Huston, Philip Hollings, Osric Leeks, Harold 
Miller, Albert Pulford, Alan Reed, Traill Ross, Fred Thorne, Frank Yalden, Guy Holmes, 
Gordon Johnson, Walter Petersen  
Girls — Mabel Budd, Bernice Billington, Nita Blockley, Lucy Barker, Eileen Croxon, Myrtle 
Cairns, Eileen Clark, Alice Christian, Ada Deane, Rita Elliot, Emily Geange, Edith Harding, 
Grace Hooper, Isabel Judd, Dorothy Kelliher, Doris King, Amy Lyttle, Chrissie McMaster, 
Clemmie Mackay, Grace Pinkney, Thyra Renall, Kathleen Robertson, Violet Sillars, Emily 
Thompson, Olive Volheim, Elsie Yarr, Nella Pragnell, Dorothy Butcher, Pearl Henman, Rita 
Hudson, Lily Bruce, Lizzie Peters, Fanny Pond, Adella Wilson, Eileen Wilton, Lily Lumley. 
Promoted to Standard I.—Boys—Eric Candy, Harry Cole, Francis Cross, Douglas Do Castro, 
Charlie Grantham, George Harding, Leslie Henderson, Hector Hendry, John Hourigan, 
Archie King, Cedric Leeks, William Lyttle, John McMaster, Harold Montgomery, Frank 
Sowell, Fred Thompson, George Wilson.  
Girls—Leta Budd, Dorothy Cant, Vera Chapman, Olive Cross, lsla Ewart, Phyllis Falloon, 
Rose Herdman, Mabel Hooper, Clara Leech, Mary McGregor, Gladys Millar, Eva Reed, 
Doris Webb, Hilda Webb, Florence Wells, Ruby Wilton, Ettie Hudson.  
SIDE SCHOOL. Promoted to Standard III.—Boys—George Ah Lop, Cecil Birss, Fergus 
Barrowman, Bertie Dine, Victor Davis, William Deadman, Roy Gardner, Alfred Hollings, 
Frank Hoar, Douglas Harding, Cecil Johnson, Leslie Jones, Arthur Levick, Dick Long, 
Walter Peterson, Herbert Wood, Loo Welch, Jack Welch  
Girls -Dolly Barrett, Hettie Brookes, Rachael Ballantyne, Una Costcy, Lily Easthope, Violet 
Ewington, Ivy Graham, Ruby Maltby, Edith Newton, Alma Pickering, Violet Reardon, Violet 
Rayner, Ruby Thompson.  
Promoted to Standard IL—Boys—Edgar Barrett, Maurice Cronin, William Candy, Leonard 
Davis, Ernest Dobson, Archibald Lea, Clarence Miller, Stanley Moor, Wilfred Payne, Ernest 



Permain, Ernest Rout, Arthur Saker, Jack Tait, Record Te Tau, Robert Davey, Daniell Davey, 
Willie Kavanagh, Victor Valler.  
Girls- —Eiola Andrew, Eileen Ewington, Ruth Jarvis, Ethel Madeley, Eilla Perry, Ina 
Rowden, Lily Simonson, Jennie Stains, Clematis Connop, Violet Field, Muriel La Roche. 
Promoted to Standard I.—Boys- Fred Awdry, Frank Bartholomew, James Bland, Harold 
Deadman, Ernest Easthope, Walter Garrett, Douglas Graham, Walter Greenland, Fred 
Gourlay, George Hayes, Harry McCurdy, Cecil Martin, Clive Pederson, Clarence Pickering, 
Geoffrey Wooling, Charlie Wellington, Ralph Wheeley.  
Girls—Gladys Barrowman, Winnie Barrett, Alice Chesterman, Gladys Hale, Doreen  
Jackson, Florence Pinhey . 
22nd September 1906 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
Presentation to Miss M. K Wilson 
On the occasion of her retirement from the secondary staff of the Masterton District High 
School, to take up a similar position in Wellington, Miss M. K. Wilson, M.A., was made the 
recipient of a number of presents from the staff, the Hockey Club, and from her present and 
former pupils. The presentations were made at an afternoon tea given by the girls of the 
Hockey Club, of which Miss Wilson has acted as secretary and chaperone since its formation. 
From the headmaster and staff, Miss Wilson received a suite of toilet cut glassware and hand-
mirror, all mounted in solid silver ; from the Hockey Club, three volumes of English classics, 
bound in morocco ; from the boys, a handsome gold pendant brooch ; and from the girls a 
volume of art pictures. 
The headmaster (Mr W H. Jackson), in making the presentation, referred in eulogistic terms 
to Miss Wilson's conscientious work while on the staff, and also to her capable and 
successful management of the elder boys and girls. 
A musical programme was carried out, and at the conclusion, inspectors, staff, , and pupils 
joined in three hearty cheers for the departing teacher. 
28th September 1906 Wellington Education Board: Agricultural Instructor, lodging allowance 
for teacher assisting, Masterton, 7s per week 
2nd October 1906 The classes at the Masterton District High School will resume work to-
day. The pupils who passed at the recent examinations will be promoted to their new 
standards today 
6th October 1906 Age: The senior girls of the cookery classes at  the Masterton District High 
School entertained the members of the Masterton School Committee at a dinner in the new 
portion of the school last evening. Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster, presided, and besides the 
members of the School Committee there were also present—The Mayor (Mr J. A. Renall), C. 
E. Daniell (Chairman of the Trust Lands Trust) and Mr E. Feist, and several members of the 
teaching staff; at the school. The table was very tastefully decorated. The menu, which was 
all that could be desired, consisted of soups, fish, entrees, poultry, joints, sweets, tea and 
coffee. The visitors expressed themselves as highly pleased with the dinner, and 
congratulated Miss Talbot, the instructress of the cooking class, on the advancement that the 
pupils had made. After the dinner the following toast list was honoured: "The King;" 
"Masterton District High School," Mr E. Feist—Messrs W. H. Jackson, R. Brown and T. 
Duncan; "Borough Council," Mr E. H. Waddington the Mayor; "Trust Lands Trust," Mr R. 
Brown—Messrs C. E. ''Daniell and J. A. Renall; "The Cookery Instructress and Cookery 



Classes," Mr C. E. Daniell —Mr A. B. Charters; "Masterton School  Committee," Mr W. H. 
Jackson—Mr G. Townsend. The gathering dispersed after singing "God Save the King." 
12th October 1906 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening when there were present —Messrs R. Brown (chairman), 
W. Gillespie, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, G. Townsend, C. Perry, T. Duncan. An apology for 
absence was received from Mr E. H. Waddington.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £21 7s 5d. Accounts amounting to £19 14s Id were 
passed for payment. The Treasurer also reported that the 'Trust Lands Trust grant and subsidy 
were in the hands of the Education Board. The secretary was instructed to write to the Board 
and Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., to expedite the forwarding of the money to the committee.  
A letter was received from the secretary of the Navy League, Wellington, asking the 
committee to form a branch of the League at the school. it was decided to request the 
chairman and headmaster to endeavour to form a branch  of the League at the school. A 
committee, consisting of Messrs Brown, O'Leary and Carpenter, was appointed to arrange for 
the building of a propagating house at the school.  
Mr Duncan stated that he had had very great pleasure in attending the banquet recently given 
at the school by the members of the cookery class. In moving a hearty vote of thanks to the 
headmaster and the instructress of the class (Miss Talbot) he referred in complimentary terms 
to the cooking, waiting and general demeanour of the girls engaged. It was decided to convey 
the heartiest congratulations of the committee to the headmaster and Miss Talbot.  
The visiting members are Messrs Perry, Townsend and Waddington 
12th October 1906 HEADMASTEK'S REPORT. The headmaster of the Masterton District 
High School, Mr W. H. Jackson, reported as follows to the meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee last evening:—Attendance.— Main School Roll, 695; average attendance, 641; 
percentage of attendance, 92. Side School— Roll, 149; Average attendance, 120; percentage 
of attendance, 81. Secondary Classes—Roll, 94; average attendance, 90; percentage of 
attendance, 95. The attendance at the Main School has now nearly recovered from the effect 
of the scarlatina outbreak. At the Side School, however, the attendance is still affected.  
The annual examination visit of Inspectors Fleming, Bakewell and Tennant commenced on 
Monday, the 17th ult., and ended on Friday, the 21st ult. In the Sixth Standard class 61 pupils 
obtained certificates of proficiency, entitling the holders to free tuition in the Secondary 
Department. Thirty-six have taken advantage of their free places; the others have left—the 
boys to go to work, and the girls to assist at home.  
The second term holiday was observed the week following the annual examination. During 
the time the school was closed the class-rooms were sprayed with disinfectant and the floors 
all scrubbed. I am glad to be able to report that the newly-appointed school-cleaners are 
giving satisfaction in their work at both schools.  
In connection with the letter from the Secretary of the Navy League, forwarded for my 
perusal and report, I desire to say that I am willing to assist in the formation of a branch of 
the League in connection with this school, if the Committee deems it advisable. In my 
opinion, however, it would be better to concentrate our efforts in the training of the older 
boys in rifle shooting.  
1 forward the sketch plans of the sheds for the school garden. 1 should be glad to see the 
work put in hand as early as possible. From the W.F.C.A. I have received a donation of seed 



potatoes of a number of varieties. These, and the supply given by Messrs J. D. Cruickshank 
and Co., will enable me to do this year's planting without any cost for seed, at any rate as far 
as potatoes are concerned. ' 
12th October 1906 Daily Times: The ordinary meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
was held in the Y.M.C.A. rooms, last evening. Present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), 11. 
O'Leary, J Carpenter, W. Gillespie, G. Townsend, W: A. Fendall, 0. Perry and T. Duncan. 
The treasurer's statement showed a credit balance of £21 7s 5d. 
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Education Board, asking that the funds in hand 
(Trust Lands grant and subsidy), on behalf of the Committee, be remitted. 
Correspondence was received as follows:— 
From the Education Board, notifying the appointment of Miss McLandress as female second-
assistant teacher. 
The visitors' report was read and adopted It stated that everything was in first class order, and 
noted the satisfactory manner in which the new school cleaners were carrying out their duties. 
It recommended that a quantity of mortar, knocked off the chimney, and lying on the roof of 
the side school, be removed; also that a wheelbarrow be procured for the side school, to 
enable the cleaner to remove rubbish, etc. 
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Masterton Borough Council, urging that a better 
supply of water be provided for the side school. 
The secretary was instructed to write to the Education Board in reference to the necessity for 
early payment of compensation to the late school cleaner, who met with an accident during 
the discharge of her duties. 
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Gillespie, seconded by Mr O'Leary, that the headmaster, 
in conjunction with the Chairmen, be asked to take steps in the formation of a branch of the 
Navy League. 
Plans and estimates of the proposed tool and forging houses were submitted, and Messrs 
Brown, Carpenter, and O'Leary were appointed a committee to consider same. 
Accounts amounting to £19 14s 1d were passed for payment. 
The Headmaster's report showed the average attendance at main school to be 611; side 
school, 120; secondary classes, 90. 
The Chairman moved that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to the senior girls and their 
instructress (Miss Talbot), and the headmaster, for the manner in which the Committee were 
entertained at the recent cookery demonstration Mr Fendall seconded, and the motion was 
carried. A vote of thanks was also passed to Mr E. H. Waddington for having supplied and 
printed menu cards. No absentee list had been found necessary for the preceding month. The 
visitors appointed for the ensuing month were Messrs Perry, Townsend, and Waddington. 
 
10th November 1906 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. . The following, is a copy of the monthly 
report of £the Headmaster of the Masterton District High School, submitted to the monthly 
meeting of the School Committee on Thursday evening:— Attendance- Roll, Main School, 
691; average attendance, 622;, percentage of attendance, 90. .Side School, 149; (average 
attendance, 125; percentage, of attendance, 84. Secondary Classes, 104; average attendances, 
92; percentage of attendance, 88. The attendance in both infant departments has been ruined 



by whooping cough. With this exception the attendance, for the month has been satisfactory. 
One of the pupil teachers was absent on the 2nd and 5th inst., through illness. 
Miss I. McLandress, M.A., took up her duties as third assistant in the secondary department 
on Monday last. At the urgent request of the Secretary of the Board, and with the concurrence  
of the chairman, of the School Committee, I allowed one of the assistants on the staff to take 
charge of the Taueru school on Monday last for a few 'days. The master has been taken ill 
suddenly and seriously, and the Board was unable to send at once, a relieving teacher. During 
the summer vacation the Side School is to be painted and repaired. 1 would suggest that the 
Committee request the Board to call for tenders at once, so that the work may be commenced 
as early in the. holiday as possible. The grass in the front grounds of the school is very long 
and should be cut and removed. 1 would suggest to the Committee that early arrangements be 
made for flushing and sanding the Main School, and. at the Side School, during the  
Christmas vacation.  
Good progress is being made with the erection of the tool house and the propagating house. 
Several of the plots are at a standstill for want of .soil for filling in and for the same reason I 
have been unable to complete the formation of the front portion of' the 'section; 
10th November 1906 The usual meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Y.M.C.A. rooms, on Thursday evening. Present: Messrs R. Brown (Chairman), W. A. 
Fendall, C. W. Perry, G. Townsend, H. O'Leary J. Carpenter and E. H. Waddington. In the 
absence of Mr W. M. Easthope, through ill-health, Mr W. Gillespie acted as secretary. The 
treasurer's statement was read and adopted, showing the following financial position: 
Expenditure, £22 2s 11d; unpresented cheques, £19 9s 7d; debit balance, 15s 6d , which was 
converted by the deposit, that day, of £74 5s, to a credit balance of £73 9s 6d. Accounts 
amounting to £11 18s lid, were passed for payment. 
Correspondence was read and dealt with as follows :— 
From the Education Board, reminding the Committee of an offer made to present them, in 
common with other schools, with a New Zealand Ensign, on the condition that the Committee 
provide a suitable Flag-pole; mentioning also that ninety-two schools in the district have 
accepted the offer.—-Resolved, that application be made. 
From same, notifying the remittance of the Trust Lands grant of £72 10s.-The secretary was 
instructed to write, thanking the secretary of the Education Board. 
From same, submitting for the Committee's consideration the proposals of the Government 
for holding cadets' camps at Christchurch during the time of the Exhibition, and asking for an 
opinion on the matter.—Referred to the headmaster. 
From Mr J. A. Braggins, resigning his position as school cleaner.—Referred to visiting 
members. 
From Auckland Public Schools Assistant Masters' Association, forwarding for the 
Committee's consideration a petition praying the Government to grant payment of house 
allowance to first assistant masters of schools of Grade 12 and higher.--Laid on the table. 
The annual report of the Minister of Education for 1905 was handed to the members for 
perusal before next meeting. 
The headmaster's report was adopted. Following are extracts : —Average attendance at main 
school, 622 ; at side school, 125; and at secondary classes, 92; the percentage being 
respectively 90, Si, and 88. The attendance in both infant departments has been reduced by 



whooping cough. At the urgent request of the Secretary of the Board, and with the 
concurrence of the Chairman of the School Committee, I allowed one of the assistants on the 
staff to take charge of the Taueru School on Monday last, for a few days. The master had 
been taken ill suddenly and seriously, and the Board was unable to send at once a relieving 
teacher. Garden Plots.—Good progress is being made with the erection of the tool house and 
the propagating house. Several of the plots are at a standstill for want of soil for filling in, and 
for the same reason I have been unable to complete the formation of the front portion of the 
section. 
Resolved that the Education Board be requested to call for tenders, at once, for the side 
school painting and repairing. 
Visiting members were directed to see to the proper flushing of the conveniences. 
The Borough Council to be asked to attend to the flushing and sanding at both schools. 
That a sub-committee, consisting of Messrs Perry. Carpenter, Fendall, and  Townsend, be set 
up to report on the question of forming sewing and dressmaking classes at the school, under 
the direction of an expert.—-Carried. 
Resolved, that the truant inspector's attention be called to several defaulters. The visiting 
members for the ensuing month are Messrs Brown, Carpenter, and Duncan. 
 It was left to Mr Gillespie to make arrangements to have the grass in the front grounds of the 
school cut and removed. The headmaster handed in two interesting photographs of work in 
the practical department of the agricultural classes, which were duly admired by the 
members. 
17th November 1906 Age: Battle of Trafalgar Centenary Souvenirs included this piece: The 
Rev. Mr Matthews has also presented to the Masterton District High School an oaken shield 
in which  is set a copper plaque with the image of the flagship Victory. Both the oak and the 
dipper are taken from the flagships Victory and Foudroyant  and are the gifts of the Lords of 
the Admiralty to the British and Foreign Sailors' Society. The shield  will be competed for 
annually by the  boys and girls attending the school. ,The winner each year will have his or 
her name engraved on the shield. 
19th November 1906 Rev. E. W. Matthews, Secretary of the British and Foreign, Sailors 
Society, delivered a short lecture to the teachers of the Masterton District High School on the 
Nelson Centenary movement on Saturday morning. In connection with the movement Mr R, 
Brown, Town Clerk, has consented to receive subscriptions on behalf of the Society. 
14th December 1908 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The Headmaster of the Masterton District 
High School submitted the following report to the meeting of the School Committee last 
evening: —Attendance—Main School, roll 584; average attendance, 507; percentage of 
attendance, 87. Side School, roll 150; average attendance, 329; percentage of attendance, 86. 
Secondary Classes, 96; average attendance, 86; percentage of attendance, 90. The attendance 
has not yet fully recovered. Whooping cough and influenza have kept a number of children 
away from school during the month. Very few have been absent for other reasons than 
sickness.  
1 forward a copy of the absentee report for the month of November. At the end of the present 
month several of the pupil teachers retire from the staff to enter the Training College. In 
filling the vacancies an assistant will, I understand, be appointed in the places of two pupil 
teachers in accordance  with the recommendation of the Committee. This will leave one pupil 



teacher  vacancy to be filled. The school will close on Friday the 21st instant, for the summer 
holiday of six weeks.  
I would suggest that the following repairs be attended to during the holiday tarring and 
sanding of paths, and round building at Side School; tarring and sanding in playgrounds at 
Main School; overhauling of flushing cisterns at the Main School, and substitution of chain 
pulls for rods; repairs to gates and back fence at Main School. Tenders have not yet been 
invited by the Board for the painting and repairs to be done at the Side School during the 
vacation. The grass has not been cut. It will become a source of danger if not attended to 
soon. The leaky standpipe taps referred to by me last month have not received attention.  
The various works mentioned in the report were referred to the visiting members and the 
Headmaster to attend to. 
14th December 1906 The Masterton School Committee held its monthly meeting, last 
evening, in the Y.M.C.A. Rooms. Present: Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. 0’Leary, J. 
Carpenter,' W. Gillespie, E. H. Waddington, G. Townsend and W. A. Fendall. Leave of 
absence was granted to Mr C. Perry. 
The Treasurer's report showed a credit balance of £103 14s 9d. 
It was resolved that the action of the visiting members of the Committee re school  cleaning 
arrangements be confirmed. The members appointed Mr Yorke to do the cleaning of the 
Main-school buildings. 
A circular from the Railway Department, regarding fares at reduced rates for school parties 
visiting the Exhibition, was referred to the present Visiting Committee, the Chairman being 
added to the Committee, which is now composed of Messrs Brown, O'Leary, Gillespie and 
Fendall;'," ; Following are extracts from the" headmaster's report:— Attendance—Main 
School.—Roll, 584 ; average, 507 ; percentage, 87. Side school. —Roll, 150; average, 129; 
percentage, 86. Secondary classes.—-Roll, 96; average, 86; percentage, 90. The school will 
close on Friday, 21st inst., for the summer holiday of six weeks. I would suggest that certain 
repairs, etc. (mentioned in detail), be attended to during the holiday. . Whooping-cough and 
influenza have kept a number of children away from school during the month. Very few have 
been absent for other reasons than sickness. 
At the end of the present month, several of the pupil-teachers retire from the staff to enter the 
Training College. 
The cutting of the grass at the Side School was left in Mr H. O'Leary's hands. 
The visiting members were instructed to carry out the recommendations re other matters. 
Accounts, amounting to £87 9s 5d, were passed for payment. 
14th December 1906 Age: MONTHLY MEEIING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. There were present Messrs, R. Brown (chairman), 
H, O'Leary, J. Carpenter, W. Gillespie, Il\ H. Waddington, G. Townsend, and W. A. Fendall. 
An apology for absence was received from Mr C. Perry. The Treasurer reported a credit 
balance of £103 14s 9d. A circular was received from the Traffic Superintendent of the New 
Zealand Railways stating that the Department had decided to carry school parties travelling to 
attend the Exhibition at the "Day School Party" rates. The Union Steam Ship Company was  
prepared  to carry boys in parties of not less than 700 and not more than 300 from the present, 
time to December 15th, and  from January 15th onward during the Exhibition. The  return 
steamer fare from Wellington to Lyttelton would be 12s, and tickets would be available for u 



week, the railway tickets holding good for nine days. The circular was referred to the visiting 
members. The action of the sub-committee in re-appointing Mr York as cleaner of the 
District High School was confirmed. 
Accounts amounting to £87 9s 5d ' were passed for payment.  
Messrs Kendall, Gillespie and O'Leary were appointed visiting members for the month. 
15th December 1906 The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee has received a 
communication from Mr J. C Adams, who is officer in charge of the school excursions at the 
Exhibition, in reference to rates charged by the Steamship Company for school parties. 
Whilst provision has been made for charging boys in parties at from 200 to 300 a fare of 12s, 
no special arrangements have been made for girls. Teachers or adults equal to 10 per cent, of 
the number of boys will be carried at the same rates, but the charges for food for the latter 
will be double that for the boys. The parties will be carried in the holds of the steamers, straw 
to be used for bedding, 
17th December 1906 The school plots prepared by the pupils of the Masterton District High 
School for the competition under the auspices of the Masterton A. and P. Society are to be 
visited this week by the committee appointed by the latter body to judge the competition. 
21st December 1906 HORTICULTURE IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
A Commendable Object Lesson. 
Successful Work by Pupils of Masterton District High School. 
The task set the headmaster and horticultural pupils of the Masterton District High School, to 
convert a half acre of exceedingly unpromising soil for the purpose into smiling patches of 
vegetables, was one calculated at the outset to entirely extinguish youthful aspirations in the 
gardening line. The land, dedicated by the Trust Lands Trustees, is separated from the school 
by Russell street, and is fenced completely round with a high-boarded fence. 
On entering the grounds, some slight idea may be gained of the class of soil which had to be 
treated by the appearance of the paths (not yet completed). These at present are covered with 
boulders, the second picking from the ground now forming the plots, collected after the 
ground had been trenched. It seems almost incredible that in the first picking a load of over a 
hundred tons was collected from the half-acre, these being carted away. However, 
perseverance and industry have accomplished the desired object, and now twenty-six plots of 
healthy giants reward the labour of the patient and zealous pupils and their teacher. 
Naturally, mathematics have figured largely in the gardening problems, the plots being each 
one one-hundred-and-twentieth part of an acre, 33 feet x 11 feet. The seed and manure are 
weighed, and the crops will be weighed, so that it "will be an easy matter to ascertain the 
proportion of expenditure and return for an acre of similar soil, and under similar conditions. 
On certain plots are to be seen some potatoes showing particularly healthy shaws. These are 
of three varieties—Factor, Royal Kidney, and Scottish Triumph. On uncovering the tuber 
slightly, a potato of excellent shape and size can be seen, other varieties of Australian seed 
also showing a good growth.  
The manure tests have a decidedly educative value, having been precise in detail. Every class 
of vegetable has, at least, one row planted without manure, and rows with manure, the 
differences noticeable being surprising. In the case of potatoes, the manured rows show a 
succession of healthy, vigorous plants, whilst the rows not manured are, in every case, 
stunted in growth, and, in some cases, absolute failures. With peas and beans, very little 



difference is apparent, proving that these plants produce for themselves the nitrogenous 
substances necessary for their vitality.  
The headmaster superintends the whole of the gardening operations and has inculcated an 
excellent system of what may be termed " garden book-keeping." Every plot is numbered, 
every row is pegged, and on every peg is a description of the seed, brand of manure, date of 
planting, weight of seed and manure, with other details. These are all entered in the " plot 
book," from which can be instantly ascertained any information desired about the plots. 
Everything found in a kitchen garden is grown--potatoes, beans, peas, cabbages, lettuce, 
turnips, carrots, parsnips, onions, broccoli, etc. 
There is a tool-house, well supplied with best-quality garden utensils, the steel picks showing 
by their blunt points that they have been used to some purpose. Among the appliances is a 
Vermoral spray-pump, which has been the means of dealing with the blight most effectually, 
only one plant showing any indication of unhealthiness apart from soil defects, and that is 
attributable to a borer-fly. The manures are stored in the shed in bins, and the seed also, 
whilst the tools are neatly hung or stacked. The tools were earned out of capitation granted 
for the classes. 
High-pressure water is used on the plants, water-cans also being used. Requisites of all kinds, 
to ensure completeness of work, have been provided, wheelbarrows being plentiful. 
In the forcing-house—another substantial building, may be seen germinating the seeds of the 
soya bean, considered difficult to propagate. The forcing-house will be used for holding 
winter classes in. 
The entrance to the grounds has been laid out in plots of Native shrubs, sennecio, griselene, 
etc., which should, when fully grown. give the gardens an attractive appearance. The amount 
of work accomplished in the short time that has elapsed since the plots were commenced is 
surprising, and the result, even at the present stage, reflects infinite credit, on the headmaster 
and pupils. The latter take commendable pride in their work, and spend many hours of their 
leisure time in improving the grounds, besides attending to their respective plots. 
The headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson), a proverbially enthusiastic horticulturist, has been able 
to give the boys the benefit of his experience, which is an important factor, as the classes are 
quite optional, and a less enthusiastic teacher would have been justified in declining to 
undertake the task of converting a stony paddock into a fertile and productive garden. 
22nd December 1906 Good Attendance Certificates. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, has courteously supplied us with the following list of the 
good attendance certificates for 1906, won by the pupils attending the Masterton District 
High School, and which were presented at the " breaking-up," yesterday : —  
Senior Secondary Class.—First-class certificates: Stanley Edwards, Mary McKenzie, Sidney 
Jackson, Dorothy Jackson Second-class certificates: Ivy McKenzie, Aileen Murray, Colin 
Hendry. 
 Junior Secondary Class (upper division). —First class certificates: Herbert Bray, Ross 
Burridge. Second class certificates : Stanley Temple, Evelyn Waddington.  
Junior Secondary Class (lower division). —First-class certificates: Chrissie McKenzie, 
Arthur Ward. Second-class certificates : Ethel Saxton, Gladys Murray, Gladys McKenzie, 
Willie Hoar, Richard Pearson, Wilfrid Hampton, Jessie Fraser.  



Standard VI.---First class certificates : Richard Chappell, Kenneth Curtis, Joseph Ewington, 
William Wagg, Myrtle Reed, Ferdinand Hartmann. Second-class certificates : Horace Terry, 
Florence Ewington, Elsie King, Easter Miller, Mary Campbell.  
Standard V.- Fust-class certificate: Reginald Cairns, Douglas Fraser, Richard Webber, Percy 
Fly, Ivan Gray. Second class certificates: Natalie Hill, Grace Tooby, Bruce Dixon. Roy 
Falloon, Edwin Lawrence, James Riddell, Stuart Ross, William Terry, George Wagg. 
Standard IV. —First-class certificates : Minnie Wallis, Ethel Pond, Burnett Brunton, Roy 
Brunton, Frank Henson, Leslie Johnson, William Lenz, Arthur Whittaker. Second-class 
certificate: Olive Cook.  
Standard III. - First class certificates : Roy Gardner, Peter Hartmann, Leo Jackson, Arthur 
Levick, Millan Thompson, Jack Welch, Isaac Wyber, Eva Lenz, Eunice Wyber, Alice 
Golder, Hettie Brooks, Violet Ewington, Lily Easthope. Second-class certificates: Victor 
Davis, Howard Devonport, Eric Tooby, Leopold Keisenberg, Robert Sutherland, Edith 
.Newton. Verna Knowles, Agues McCormack, Daisy Hart, Ivy Graham.  
Standard ll.—First class certificates: Mabel Budd, Eileen Croxon, Fanny Pond, Allan Reed, 
Lawrence Frank. Hector Geange and Harold Miller. Second-class certificates : Amy Lyttle, 
Clemmie McKay.  
Standard I. —First class certificates : Phyllis Falloon, Douglas De Castro.  
Infant class.—First-class certificates: Harold De Castro, James Wyber, Mabel Chappell. 
Second-class certificates: Bertie Edgar.. Richard Geange, Cecil McCormack, Eric Volheim, 
Agnes Chappell. 
Side School.—-Standard 11. First class certificate: Archie Lea. Second-class certificate: Eiola 
Andrews.  
Standard I—First - class certificates : Winnie Barratt, Charlie Wellington. Second class 
certificates : Madge Gardner, Walter Garrett, Ernest Easthope, George Hayes.  
Infant Classes.—First-class certificate : Val Spackman. Second-class certificates : Harold 
Barratt, Arthur Candy.  
Mr Jackson, in an appended note, explains that in order to obtain a first class certificate a 
pupil must be present every time the school is open during the year. A pupil absent not more 
than five times is entitled to a second-class certificate. The Attendance Act, 1901, provides 
that an attendance may be counted if a pupil is present at the time prescribed for calling the 
roll, and remains till school is dismissed. In spite of mild epidemics of scarlatina, measles, 
influenza and whooping-cough, a record number of good attendance certificates has. been 
obtained, and a good percentage of attendance for the whole year has been maintained. This 
is clear proof that the spirit of regularity has become thoroughly established. Included in the 
list of names of certificate winners are the names of two who have obtained ten certificates 
(all first-class), one who has obtained seven certificates, four who have obtained five 
certificates, three who have obtained four certificates, seventeen who have obtained three 
certificates, sixteen who have obtained two certificates. 
 
 



1907 
1907 778 Masterton Jackson William H D1 Headmaster £370 $58,005 
1907 778 Masterton Haslam Charles N C1 Assistant Master £240 $37,625 
1907 778 Masterton Wolff Rosabel E1 Assistant Female £195 $30,570 
1907 778 Masterton Bunting Nelson D2 Assistant Master £185 $29,002 
1907 778 Masterton Sutton Howard H D3 Assistant Master £165 $25,867 
1907 778 Masterton Munro Isabella E1 Assistant Female £140 $21,948 
1907 778 Masterton McGregor Lois D2 Assistant Female £125 $19,596 
1907 778 Masterton York Mary Lic Assistant Female £115 $18,029 
1907 778 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth E2 Assistant Female £100 $15,677 
1907 778 Masterton Wilkinson Dorothy J D2 Assistant Female  £90 $14,109 
1907 778 Masterton Freeman Jessie  Female Pupil Teacher 5 £60 $9,406 
1907 778 Masterton McGregor Katherine  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,406 
1907 778 Masterton Murray Irene J  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,406 
1907 778 Masterton Clarke Mary C  Female Pupil Teacher 5 £55 $8,622 
1907 778 Masterton Hogg Fay D5 Female Pupil Teacher 3 £55 $8,622 
1907 778 Masterton Compton Winifred  Female Pupil Teacher 2 £50 $7,839 
1907 778 Masterton von Kaisenburg Ern  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $7,055 
1907 778 Masterton Bee M A John G A1 Secondary   
1907 778 Masterton McLandress M A I B2 Secondary   
1907 778 Masterton Williams B A Ethel B2 Secondary   

4th January 1907 The Rev. A. M. Johnson and Miss H. Gillespie will act as supervisors at the 
annual examinations for teachers' C and D certificates in connection with the Education 
Department. The examinations will commence in the Masterton District High School on 
Saturday next. 
7th January 1907 The Masterton Municipal Brass Band rendered a programme of music on 
the Masterton School ground yesterday afternoon. There was a fairly large attendance of the 
public, but the weather was uncomfortably hot, and there is not much shade on the school 
ground for a large number 
9th January 1907 Masterton Borough Council Cr Pauling thought that the footpath in that part 
of Queen-street between the District High School and the Convent was as bad as it could 
possibly be and seeing that the money was available the work of asphalting it should be put in 
hand immediately. 
11th January 1907 At last night's meeting of the Masterton District High School Committee, a 
letter was received from the Traffic Superintendent of the New Zealand Railways, setting 
forth the conditions under which parties of school girls will be taken at reduced rates, to the 
Exhibition. The parties must consist of from 200 to 300, and the excursions between 
Wellington and Lyttelton will shortly commence. Teachers and adults in charge will be 
carried by rail on the same conditions as provided for by School Party excursions. The adults 
must be selected by the School Committee. Other adults may travel with the School 
Excursion at the ordinary holiday excursion rates. 
11th January 1907 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. There were present— Messrs R. Brown (chairman), W. Gillespie, J. Carpenter, H. 



O'Leary,. W. A. Fendall, and G. Townsend. The Secretary reported a credit balance of £2O 
13s. Accounts mounting to £28 6s 1d were passed, for payment.  
Mr Thos. Duncan wrote resigning as a member of the committee. The resignation was 
received with regret. 
A letter was received from the Education Board stating that the work on the Side School: had 
been deferred. A letter was received from the Traffic Superintendent of Railways stating that 
the Union Steam Ship Company had decided to carry school girls in parties of from 200 to 
300, between Wellington and Lyttelton from January 15th onward during the course of the 
Exhibition, the return steamer fares being 15s school girls and 20s for teachers and adults in 
charge up to ten per cent, of the total number of children. Tickets would be available for one 
week.. The letter was referred to the visiting members to confer with the headmaster and the 
parents of the children in the matter. 
Messrs Fendall, Gillespie and O'Leary were re-appointed the visiting members for the month. 
12th January 1907 Daily Times: The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton District High 
School Committee was held in the Y.M.C.A. rooms on Thursday evening, when there were 
present :-- Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. O'Leary, W. A. Fendall, W. Gillespie, J. 
Carpenter, G. Townsend and E. H. Waddington.  
The secretary reported a credit balance at the bank of £20 1 3d. Accounts amounting to £25 
6s Id were passed for payment. A letter was received from the Railway Traffic 
Superintendent, notifying that parties of school-girls may be carried to the Exhibition at 
special rates.—Left with the visiting members.  
The Education Board wrote, stating that the painting of the infant school had been deferred in 
the meantime. The resignation of Mr Thos. Duncan as a member of the Committee was 
received with regret. The Secretary reported that a cheque due to the Committee, but payable 
to the order of the Wellington Education Board, had been sent to that body, for endorsement, 
on December 6th, but up till now had not been returned.—Resolved to refer the matter to Mr 
A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., for enquiry. The visiting members for the past month (the Chairman 
and Messrs Fendall, Gillespie and O'Leary) were re-appointed for the ensuing month. 
26th January 1907 THE SCHOOL JOURNAL. . The first number of the “School Journal,” to 
be published hinder the auspices of, the Education Department, is not likely to be issued 
before April 1st. The Minister, of Education had hoped to have the “Journal” circulated on 
the reassembling of the schools after the holidays, but it 'has-been found impossible to do 
this. There is more labour attached to the .preliminary arrangements  for the publication of 
such a magazine than was at first supposed. The intention is not to make it a teachers’ 
journal, but one for the use of school children providing supplementary reading matter partly 
of a general character and partly with special 'reference to certain subjects of the school 
course—nature study, geography, and history in particular. If this aim can be carried out, it 
is contemplated that the “Journal” may serve the special purpose of a reading book, in 
geography and history, and 'thus obviate the necessity of so many reading books having to be 
purchased by the parents of the children 
30th January 1907 The names of the candidates who qualified for scholarships offered by the 
Wellington Education Board, in order of merit, are given below. The scholarships were open 
to all pupils in secondary school or district high schools or technical schools in the 
Wellington educational district who were not more than sixteen years old on the 1st December 



last. The scholarships are tenable for two years. The value of each scholarship be £5 per 
annum with free tuition, but where the holder is compelled to live away from home, the 
annual value will be £40 and free tuition. The list is as follows : —  
Gwendolyn M. Flux, Wellington... 1570 
Stella I. Winzenberg, Masterton... 1339  
Dorothy Hueston , Wellington ... 1331  
Ida L. Bull, Wellington 1323  
Alice A. Norton, Wellington ... 1320  
Jessie Campbell, Masterton ... 1316  
Edwin P. Greatbatch, Wellington 1308  
Berthel Syverston, Masterton ... 1296  
Lucy Jackson, Masterton ... ... 1283  
Vera Edwards, Masterton 1280 
Myra O'Sullivan, Wellington ... 1244  
Colin Grant, Masterton 1241  
Ivy McKenzie, Masterton 1191  
Stanley Huntingdon, Wellington ... 1112  
Alice Campbell, Masterton ... 1109  
Evelyn Elliott, Masterton 1093  
Aileen Murray, Masterton ... 841  
There were only seventeen candidates, and all qualified. " The maximum number of marks 
obtainable was 2000, and the minimum was fixed at 800.  
7th February 1907 Age: VISIT TO THE EXHIBITION. Arrangements have been made 
whereby the Masterton School Cadets will leave Masterton, to take part in the Exhibition 
encampment at Christchurch, on February 22nd. 
As far as the Cadets are concerned, the headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) has issued a circular 
to the parents of the Cadets asking them to notify him, of their willingness to allow their boys 
to go to Christchurch. Up to the present between forty and fifty parents have notified Mr 
Jackson of their willingness to allow their boys to go.  
The expense to parents for the trip, apart from any pocket money they may supply their boys 
with, is merely 10s for board and accommodation at the encampment. Of course the rail and 
steamer tickets will be free. The Cadets will go to Christchurch in charge of their officers, 
Captains Haslam, Bunting, and Sutton, and they will be absent for a week.  
Mr Jackson had also in mind the possibility of allowing the girls at the School to make an 
excursion to Christchurch, under the supervision of the lady teachers and adult ladies 
approved of by the School Committee. He instructed the girls at the School to question their 
parents on the subject, but not sufficient response has been made part of the parents to make 
the project desirable. 
7th February 1907 Misses F. E. Kay and R. Messenger, of the Masterton District High School, 
have completed their apprenticeship as pupil teachers, and have been selected for admission 
to the Wellington Training School. 
Since the Masterton District High School re-opened on Monday last after the Christmas 
vacation there have been over 80 new pupils admitted to the rolls. A number of pupils who 
had completed their secondary education at the time of the closing of the school for the, 



holidays have, of course, left school, so that it cannot be said that the rolls have been 
augmented by 80 pupils. 
9th February 1907 Masterton Trust Lands Trust meeting report included . The following letter 
was received from Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Masterton District High School. "In 
reply to your inquiry I have the honour to. supply you with the following information 
regarding the successes of the pupils at this school, in the recent Matriculation, Civil Service, 
and Scholarships examinations. Matriculation examination Four .pupils passed this 
examination with -credit that is, in addition to Matriculation, all four obtained a pass in the 
Solicitors' General Knowledge examination on their Matriculation work. These pupils are 
now qualified to enter the University.  
Civil Service Junior Examination — Thirteen pupils were successful in this examination, and 
all were placed in the ' -credit list. One of these scholars has been offered a civil service 
appointment at £65 per year. He, however, prefers to continue his studies and enter the 
University "when he has matriculated. He is an 'intelligent boy and will come to the front 
later on.  
National Scholarships (junior examination)— Five "pupils qualified in this examination. All-
of these are remaining at this school for their secondary education.  
National Scholarships (senior examination)— Ten pupils entered for this examination, and all 
qualified. This entitles them to free secondary education until they are nineteen years of age. 
In addition to this, two have been awarded scholarships of £5 a year, or £40 a year if they 
have to live away from home. One of these, a boy under fifteen years of age, has matriculated 
also. He desires to study for the Law but is a year too young to enter the University. I have 
applied to the Education Board to allow his scholarship to commence next year. If the Board 
will consent to this I intend to ask the Trust Lands Trust to grant him a subsidiary 
scholarship, say ' £25 a year. This boy possesses good intellectual capacity and is deserving 
of assistance. His mother is a widow and not in a position to assist the boy to go through a 
University course.  
Two years ago, I made a recommendation to the Trust, that the Trust's Scholarship Fund 
should be used to assist scholars who matriculate to enter the University. I ' should be glad if 
the Trust will consider the matter at this juncture."  
The Chairman moved, and Mr Wagg seconded, that a letter be forwarded to the headmaster 
of  the Masterton District High School (Mr W. H. Jackson) . expressing great satisfaction at 
the splendid results of the examinations. A resolution was passed that the Trustees will be 
prepared to grant ' "subsidiary scholarships to the extent amount of £10 each to all scholars 
who , having matriculated, wish to prosecute their studies at the University 
11th February 1907 PROPOSED WAIRARAPA SCHOOL GIRLS' EXCURSION. Mr J. C. 
Adams, Director of Excursions in connection with the New Zealand Exhibition, arrived in 
Masterton on Saturday morning, and conferred with the headmasters of the schools in the 
Wairarapa and members of the Masterton School Committee, in the Masterton Borough 
Council Chambers, with reference to arranging for excursions of school girls to the 
Exhibition at the same rates as the school cadets. Mr R. Brown occupied the chair, and there 
were also present:—Messrs W. H. Jackson and A. B. Charters (Masterton), A. N. Burns 
(Carterton), Parkinson (Greytown) and W. Gillespie, E. H. Waddington and C. Perry (School 
Committee). Mr Adams, during the course of his explanation regarding the excursions, said 



that for school parties who desired to regain at the' Exhibition for a longer period than one 
day, the railway fares would be 2s per 100 miles for children and 4s per 100 miles for 
teachers'" in charge of the children. A certain number of adults, chosen by the school 
committees, who would also be in charge of, the children, would be carried over the railways 
at the rate of 4s per 100 miles. The regulation under which tickets were issued to school 
parties provided that 10 per cent, of the school children, who were unable to pay the fares, 
could travel free on the certificate of the teacher. That concession applied only to railway 
fares and not to the other charges in connection with the trijj. He went on to state that the 
Union Company were prepared to carry boys only in numbers of not less than 100 or not 
more than 300 at a time, exclusive of their teachers, for 12s return. The Company was not 
prepared, to carry girls under those conditions, and if they were carried at all, special 
arrangements would have to be made for them. He added that he would telegraph to the 
Union Company asking them what arrangements they would make to take a party of girls 
from the Wairarapa to the Exhibition. Special accommodation, which Mr Adams said was 
very good, had been prepared in Christchurch for school parties at the rate of 2s per day for 
children and 4s per day for adults. Children would be admitted to the Exhibition for 3d each 
day, while substantial reductions had also been made in the charges for admission to all the 
side shows and other portions of the Exhibition.  
After a brief discussion Messrs R. Brown, W. H. Jackson, and A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., were 
appointed a committee to endeavour to arrange for an excursion of girls from the Wairarapa 
at the cheap rates to the Exhibition, at the same time as the cadets visit the Exhibition.  
A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Adams and- the meeting adjourned. 
12th February 1907 SCHOOL EXCURSION TO THE EXHIBITION. 
One Hundred Cadets Guaranteed Suggestion with Regard to Some Senior Girls Going Also. 
Member for Masterton Communicating With Ministers 
Mr Hogg M. H. R. has written to the Acting-Premier and Minister of Education urging that 
the senior girls, as well as the school cadets, should be afforded an opportunity of seeing the 
Exhibition. In response to a. circular issued to the parents by Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, 
over one hundred cadets from the Masterton District School have been guaranteed for the 
proposed excursion. There will also be contingents from Carterton, Greytown, and other 
schools in the Wairarapa. The wish of the teachers and others is that the big girls should be 
allowed to travel at the same time, so that for a week the school might be closed. The 
excursion will occupy five days, and the only charge made for the cadets is 10s, or 2s per day 
for board. 
Yesterday Mr Hogg wired the Minister of Education, submitting that the school excursion 
from the Wairarapa would be an assured success if the girls were allowed to travel with their 
teachers on the same term as the boys.  
The reply of the Hon. G. Fowlds, which comes from Christchurch, is : —"We cannot 
possibly undertake responsibility taking girls to Exhibition."  
Mr Hogg has despatched, post-haste, the following letter:—"Dear Mr Fowlds,—As one who 
has always sympathised with Women's Rights I trust you will reconsider your decision re 
allowing our school girls to go to the Exhibition. The Wairarapa schoolgirls in past years 
have travelled with the boys on various occasions to the City of Wellington and elsewhere 
and nothing has befallen them. Their teachers declare they can stand the fatigue of a trip to 



Christchurch just as well as the boys, and they are eager to go. They will dine like the boys, 
sleep on the straw like the boys, and if you will supply them with uniforms they will dress as 
cadets. Now I trust you will treat them like the boys as regards expenses and allow them to 
go.'' In the meantime this wire has been despatched to the Minister:—" The teachers will 
cheerfully undertake full responsibility if senior schoolgirls are allowed to travel on same 
terms as cadets. ' ' 
13th February 1907 With reference to the proposed excursion of Wairarapa school girls to the 
Exhibition; the Minister of Education (Hon. G. Fowlds) has telegraphed to Mr A. W. Hogg, 
M.H.R., stating that the Department cannot possibly undertake the responsibility of taking 
girls to the Exhibition. Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster of the Masterton District. High 
School, in discussing the matter with a Wairarapa Age. reporter, last night, said that he had 
done all he could to arrange for an excursion of school girls to the Exhibition, but he feared 
that the excursion was "off." He had arranged for the teachers at the school to take charge of 
the girls during their trip to Christchurch, and he had intended to go with them to supervise 
generally. 
Up to the present arrangements have been made for 107 cadets from the Masterton District 
High School to leave Masterton on February 22nd for the Exhibition. The parents of the boys 
have agreed to allow them to go to Christchurch. The number of cadets will probably be 
increased before the boys leave for Christchurch. 
16th February 1907 The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) submitted the following report to 
the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening :—Attendance : Main School, 
roll 507, average attendance 530; Side School, roll 169, average attendance 149 Secondary 
Classes, roll 76, average attendance 70 
School re-opened on the 4th inst.. after the summer vacation. Eighty new scholars have been 
admitted. Of this number, sixteen came from private schools, twelve from the South Island, 
four from Wellington, five from Palmerston North, four from the East Coast, six from 
Greytown, two from South Africa, one from England; the remainder being children just 
commencing school. 
During the holidays the schools received a thorough cleaning, and all the rooms were sprayed 
with formalin. To fill the vacancies caused by the retirement of three pupil-teachers, Miss N. 
Hogg has been appointed temporary assistant, and Miss Freeman has been transferred from 
Martinborough to this school as pupil teacher. An appointment to the position of permanent 
assistant will be made by the Board at its next meeting. The School Cadet Corps will leave 
for Christchurch on Wednesday next. Arrangements have been made to take 110 Cadets. 
These boys belong to all classes above Standard III. Captains Haslam, Bunting and Sutton 
will be in charge, 
The proposal to arrange an excursion to the Christchurch Exhibition for the older girls in the 
school, during the Masterton Cadet encampment, has met with no response from the Union 
Steamship Company or from the Education Department, and had better be abandoned. In 
place of it, I think a school excursion to Wellington on, say, the 22nd or 25th inst., would be 
heartily taken up by parents, and would be thoroughly enjoyed by the scholars unable to go to 
Christchurch. 



The Committee approved of the suggestion to hold an excursion to Wellington. The 
arrangements for the exclusion were left in the.\hands of the Headmaster, the Committee 
being of the opinion that Monday next would be a suitable day. 
16th February 1907 The Masterton School Committee resolved at its meeting, last evening, to 
forward a letter to Mr J. Coradine, jnr. congratulating him ,on his success in passing his 
solicitor's examinations. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, it was decided to ask the 
Education Board to appoint Miss N. Hogg a permanent assistant teacher at the Masterton 
District High School. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, it was resolved to place on 
record the excellent work done by the staff of the Masterton District High School in 
preparing pupils for the recent Matriculation examination. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, it was decided to 
recommend the Education Board to close the Masterton District High School while the 
School Cadets were absent at the Exhibition encampment. The Side School will remain open; 
16th February  1907 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening. There were present Messrs R. Brown (chairman), E. H. 
Waddington, , G. Townsend, H. O'Leary, C. Perry, J. Carpenter, and W. Gillespie. The 
Treasurer reported a credit balance of £24 5s 10d. The application of Mr A. B. Charters for 
leave to attend the forthcoming Government rifle shooting matches at Trentham, on February 
28th, was granted. An application was received from a Mr J. Gilchrist, of ' Wellington, asking 
for permission to give a limelight entertainment at the school. Subject to the headmaster's 
approval, the application was granted. Accounts amounting to ,£21 13s were passed for 
payment.  
The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., asking him to enquire into 
the reason why the Education Board were detaining £30 belonging to the Committee.  
A vote of thanks was accorded Mr T. Miller for donating tins of "Lixall" for destroying the 
weeds in the school garden plots. Messrs Perry, Townsend and Waddington were appointed 
visiting members for the month. 
21st February 1907 In a long report on the A and P show was The potatoes shown by the 
pupils of  the Masterton District High School were indeed splendid and were considered fit to 
compete in the open classes. The potatoes with which the School won the prizes were 
"Factors," "Scottish Triumph," "Royal Kidneys," "Northern Stars," "Carman No. 1," and 
"Beauty of Hebron." The yield of the School crop ranged from 12 tons 16 cwt per acre to 28 
tons per acre. The whole of the seed was presented by the W.F.C.A. and Messrs J. D. 
Cruickshank and Co. Altogether the Masterton School secured ten prizes. 
22nd February 1907 The Masterton District High School Cadets left, yesterday afternoon, to 
go into camp at Christchurch. No. 1 company, under Captain Haslam, numbered 38 of all 
ranks; No 2, under Captain Bunting, 36; and No. 3, under Captain Sutton, 36, the total of rank 
and file being 114. This will probably constitute a record number of Cadets from one school. 
Nearly half the battalion will be Masterton School Cadets. In order to ensure that the boys 
will be well looked after, both while travelling and also in camp,' Mr W. H. Jackson, the 
headmaster, has set free from school duties the whole of the male assistants in the school, and 
all four of them left with the boys yesterday afternoon. Captain Charters will act as adjutant 



to the battalion and will assist in looking after the welfare of the boys. Mr Jackson has 
arranged for telegrams concerning the Cadets to be posted in Mr J. L. Murray's window. A 
large number of parents and friends assembled at the railway station to see the boys off. 
Happy faces beamed from every window, and the tearless good-byes were indicative of the 
joyful anticipations of the young "soldiers of the King." 
22nd February 1907 An excursion to Wellington, on Monday next, has been arranged for the 
scholars of the Masterton District High School. A special train will leave. Masterton at 6.15 
a.m., returning from Wellington at 4.45 p.m., and arriving at Masterton at 9 o'clock. The fare 
for school children under fifteen has been fixed at Is 6d: for teachers and scholars over fifteen 
2s lOd and for adults accompanying children 3s 9d. 
23rd February 1907 Captain Haslam telegraphed to Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the 
Masterton District High School, yesterday, stating that the Masterton Cadets had arrived 
safely in Christchurch, after a splendid trip, and all were well. 
25th February 1907 WELLINGTON, This Day. About five hundred persons, more than a 
third of whom were adults, travelled with the school excursion to Wellington, accompanied 
by Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, Messrs R. Brown and E. H. Waddington, members of the 
Committee. The journey passed off most pleasantly, except that at Kuripuni, through some 
misunderstanding, the train passed on leaving  a contingent of excursionists on the platform, 
and at Kaitoke the stoppage was only for a, few minutes. The Weather in the city is cloudy 
but fine, and the visitors, who include all the female teaching staff, have scattered themselves 
over the city. Mr Hogg escorted a number of the excursionists over Parliament Buildings and 
Library and has arranged With the Clerk of the City Council for their admission to the Town 
Hall in the afternoon. 
26th February 1907 Age: For the first time for a number of year's the pupils of the Masterton 
District High School held an excursion to, Wellington yesterday. A special train left 
Masterton for the city at 6.15 a.m., carrying nearly 500 excursionists, of which over 250 were 
children, the remainder being adults, including the teachers at the school, excepting those 
who are absent in Christchurch with the Cadets, Mr W. H. Jackson (Headmaster) and Messrs 
R. Brown, E. H. Waddington, G. Townsend and J. Carpenter, members of the Masterton 
School Committee. A large number of children who expected to board the train at Kuripuni 
were sadly disappointed, as through some misunderstanding with the Railway Department the 
train did not stop at that station. Arriving in Wellington about 11 a.m. the excursionists set 
about enjoying themselves in the best possible manner for the few I hours they had in town. 
Some visited Island Bay and other sea-side resorts, while others visited the wharves and 
interested themselves in the shipping. At the invitation of Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., who had 
made prior arrangements, a large number' of the children were shown over Parliamentary 
Buildings, the Library and the Town Hall. The train left on the return journey at 4.25 p.m. 
and arrived in Masterton about 9 o'clock. A large number of relatives and friends were on the 
station to meet the children  who, though tired looking, had all apparently enjoyed the outing. 
During the journey to and from Wellington Messrs Jackson, Brown and Waddington 
distributed among the younger pupils fruit and biscuits, which had been donated for the 
purpose.  
Speaking to an Age reporter last evening Mr Jackson said that he had made complete 
arrangements whereby the pupils could not possibly meet with any accident. In each carriage 



there were a certain number of adults and teachers, who had care of the children, and again in 
the city the various groups of children were accompanied by adults, with whom all 
responsibility for the care of the children rested. There were no accidents of any kind, and the 
conduct of the children was admirable. Mr Jackson spoke in complimentary terms of the 
manner in which the Stationmaster (Mr F. Hill) had made arrangements for entraining the 
children, and the comfortable cars that had been allotted for the journey- 
28th February 1907 Eketahuna News At the monthly meeting of the local branch of the New 
Zealand Farmers' Union it was decided to approach Mr Jackson, Headmaster of the 
Masterton School, and try and arrange with him for an exhibit of the produce of the 
agricultural class, together with particulars as to manures used, similar to that exhibited at the 
Masterton Show. 
2nd March 1907 Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple has promised ,a prize of 10s for the best essay on the 
recent trip of the Masterton High School Cadets to the Exhibition, to be written by boys in 
each of the three standards represented. 
The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee has received from the Wellington 
Education Boards that the Committee's request that Miss Hogg be appointed to the vacancy 
on the staff of the Masterton District High School has been acceded to. 
The cadets from the District High School returned to Masterton day afternoon from their visit 
to the Exhibition. A large number of parents met the train, Mr W. H. Jackson (Headmaster) 
and Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the School Committee, being also at the station. The boys 
were marched to the Drill Hall and addressed by the Headmaster, who complimented them on 
their exemplary behaviour whilst away, the officers in charge having furnished an excellent 
report on their conduct. Mr Jackson also referred to the care exercised by those in charge and 
mentioned that the Masterton school contingent of cadets was the. largest despatched from 
any school in the colony 
2nd March 1907 Age: The Masterton District High School Cadets arrived back in Masterton 
yesterday afternoon from the Christchurch Exhibition by special train. The Cadets were 
absent for about eight days, and the officers state that their conduct was admirable. The  
Cadets were met at the Station by Mr W H Jackson, Headmaster, and Mr R. Brown, 
Chairman of the School Committee. The boys were then marched to the Drill Hall where they 
were addressed by the Headmaster. He complimented them on their good conduct and 
referred to the care that the officers had taken of the boys while in Christchurch. He also 
mentioned that the Masterton School had sent away to the Exhibition the largest number of 
Cadets of any school in the colony. Mr. Brown said he hoped that the Headmaster would see 
his way to arrange for a competitive essay on the trip to Christchurch among the boys. Mr 
Jackson mentioned that he had omitted to state that Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple had promised to 
give a prize of 10s for the best essay on the trip in each of the three standards that were 
represented in the Cadets. The competition would be held shortly. boys were then dismissed. 
15th March 1907 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, the 
secretary (Mr W. M. Easthope) reported that it had come to his knowledge that two children, 
aged ten years and twelve years, respectively, who had arrived in Masterton within the last 
fortnight, were unable to read or write, and did not even know the days of the week". The 
Committee decided to notify the parents to send the children to school. 
 



15th March 1907 Head Master's Report At the monthly meeting of the School Committee held 
last evening the Headmaster reported as follows :—Attendance Main School, roll 607 
average attendance 539, percentage of attendance 89; Side School, roll 169, average 
attendance 153. percentage of attendance 90; Secondary Classes, roll 76, average attendance 
73, percentage of attendance 96. The attendance during the month has been very satisfactory. 
The three companies of the Masterton School Cadets left for the Battalion encampment at 
Christchurch, on Tuesday, the 21st ult.. and returned to Masterton on Friday, the 1st inst. I 
arranged for the whole of the male assistants on the stuff to accompany the boys. Excellent 
supervision was maintained and the lads were well cared for. In connection with then visit to 
the Exhibition Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple has generously offered three prizes of 10s each to the 
Cadets for competition in essay writing. The examination for these prizes will be conducted 
during the next few days. The school excursion on Monday, the 25th ult., proved very 
enjoyable. Plenty of seating accommodation was provided, and the provision for entraining 
was satisfactory. Two large cases of fruit of splendid quality and a large tin of biscuits were 
kindly provided by Messrs J. C. Ewington and G. A. Olliver. I am glad to report that I have 
been able to complete the formation of the front portion of the school garden grounds. A 
large quantity of rough road spoil has been carted in to build up the paths, and one hundred 
loads of better spoil for the beds The material for this work was promised by the Mayor for 
the Borough Council when the section was taken in hand for the formation of a garden. The 
portion of the ground just completed will be used for the cultivation of Native flora. Although 
the work in connection with the experimental plots was started late in the spring season good 
results have been obtained. In connection with the late A. and P. Show produce from the plot 
secured the following prizes -.—Potatoes, first and third prizes; runner beans, first, second, 
and third prizes: dwarf beans, first, second, and third prizes; lettuces, first and second prizes; 
broad beans, second and only prize. I have received from the Mauriceville Lime Company, 
per Messrs J D. Cruickshank and Company, three large sacks of lime for the garden plots. A 
large number of repairs to asphalt, etc., have been effected during the past fortnight, The 
leaks in the roof have not yet been stopped, and there are one or two matters at the Side 
School that need attention. 
15th March 1907 Age: MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee held last evening, was attended by Messrs R. Brown (chairman), E. H. 
Waddington, C. Perry, J. Carpenter, W. Gillespie, and W. A. Fendall.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £21 11s 10d.  
The Chairman and the Headmaster were appointed a committee to confer with Mr A. W. 
Hogg in connection "'A withholding B. Syverston’s  scholarship over for a year and making it  
tenable at Victoria College. The Headmaster reported as follows: —Attendance, Main 
School, roll 697, average attendance 539, percentage of attendance 89; Side School, roll 169, 
average attendance 153, percentage of attendance 90; Secondary Classes, roll 76, average 
attendant 73, percentage of attendance 96. The attendance during the month has been very 
satisfactory. The three companies of the Masterton School Cadets left for the Battalion 
Encampment at Christchurch, on Thursday, the 21st ult., and returned to Masterton on Friday, 
the Ist inst. 1 arranged for the whole of the male assistants on the staff to accompany the 
boys. Excellent  supervision  was maintained and the lads were well cared for. In connection 
with their visit to the Exhibition Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple has generously offered three prizes 



of 10s each to the Cadets for competition in essay writing. The examination for these prizes 
will be conducted during the next few days. The school excursion, on Monday, the 25th ult 
proved very enjoyable. Plenty of seating accommodation was provided, and the provision for 
entraining was satisfactory. Two large cases of fruit of splendid quality and a large tin of 
biscuits were kindly provided by Messrs J. C. Ewington and G. A. Olliver l  am glad to report 
that I have been able to complete the formation of, the front portion of the school garden 
grounds. A large quantity of rough road spoil has been carted in to build up the paths, and 
100 loads of better spoil for the beds. The material for this work was promised by the Mayor 
for the Borough Council when the section was taken in hand for the formation of a garden. 
The portion of the ground just completed will be used for -the cultivation of native flora. 
Although the work in connection with the experimental plots was started late in the spring 
season good results have been obtained. In connection with the late A. and P. Show produce 
from the plots secured the following prizes:—Potatoes, first and third prizes; runner beans, 
first, second and third prizes; dwarf \ beans, second and third prizes; lettuces, first and second 
prizes; broad beans, second and only _ prize. I have received from the Mauriceville Lime 
Company, per Messrs J. D. Cruickshank and Company, three large sacks of lime for the 
garden plots. A number of repairs to asphalt, etc., have been effected during the past 
fortnight. The leaks in the roof have not yet been stopped, and there are one or two matters at 
the Side School that need attention.  
It was decided to thank Messrs G. S. W. Dalrymple, J. C. Ewington and G. A. Olliver, and 
the Mauriceville Lime Company for their donations to the School. It was resolved to apply to 
the Borough Council for  a refund of amount paid for road spoil as a quantity of spoil was 
promised the Committee by the Mayor and had not been given. Messrs Brown, Carpenter and 
Fendall were appointed the , visiting members for the ensuing month. Accounts amounting to 
£20 12s 6d were passed for payment. 
20th March 1907 Masterton Borough Council A letter was received from the secretary of the 
Masterton School Committee, in reference to soil promised to the school for garden-plots 
purposes. The letter averred that no soil had been received from the Council as had been 
promised by the Mayor, and the Committee had been put to the expense of purchasing about 
£12 worth. He asked for assistance towards liquidating this amount. The Engineer stated that 
all the soil promised had been required. The Council had received an account of £5 for 
carting the soil. The Council were of opinion that, a mistake had been made, and Cr Pauling 
moved that a committee, composed of Crs Elliott. McEwen, the Engineer and himself, be set 
up to report on the matter. Cr Ewington  seconded. Cr Temple moved, as an amendment, that 
the application be not entertained, in view of the fact that the promised soil had been 
supplied. Cr Morris seconded. The amendment was withdrawn after some discussion, and the 
motion carried. 
23rd March 1907 An Erstwhile Masterton Head Master. ° Some Incidents in His Colonial 
Career. 'From the "Free Lance , ' we take the following reference for a gentleman " well-
known in Masterton in years gone by, and who ' proved himself a most conscientious and 
capable instructor of youth, both in this town and in the' Empire City, where he has been for 
many years the very successful and highly esteemed headmaster of Clyde Quay School: — It* 
was thirty years last Saturday '; since Mr W. T. Grundy, the popular headmaster of the Clyde 
Quay School left "good old Brummagem," whence also have come Mr Frank Grady and 



many another solid Wellington citizen. To-day Mr Grundy is leaving per Moeraki to revisit 
the scenes of his youth. Really, you wouldn't think to look at him that he has spent more than 
a generation in wielding the cane and teaching the young idea how to shoot. He looks quite 
too mild for a dominie. Yet it is a hard fact. He was a pupil-teacher at thirteen, and before he 
had ever bothered his-head about the colonies he was head-master of a school in the heart of 
Birmingham. More than that, the Right Hon. Joseph 'Chamberlain—the people's Joe—was 
one of his School Committeemen. The fact reminds Mr Grundy of a characteristic little tale. 
One day the School Committee visited the school. Joe halted in front of a blackboard , upon 
which a pupil-teacher, well known to Mr Grundy, was using the chalk. For the instruction of 
the class lie was writing in bold characters '' Dot your eyes. " Joe "put up his monocle and 
quizzically scanned the sentence. There was a convulsive twitch at the corners of his mouth, 
but he merely used that strange word "'lph—m" and passed on. After next meeting that pupil-
teacher got his walking-ticket.  
William Thomas Grundy made up his mind that promotion was a bit slow at Home, and thirty 
years ago he struck out for Queensland. After three years in a Brisbane school he thought 
there might be cooler places on this side the Equator, and so came across to feel what 
Wellington was like. He found no difficulty in getting an appointment as first assistant at 
Mount Cook. After six months' trial the Board liked him so well that they made him head-
master at Masterton. He hadn't been long there when the celebrated barring-out case 
happened at the Mount Cook School. Headmaster Hardy was absent through illness and the 
first assistant of course took charge. 
But he was highly unpopular, and The big boys banded together and locked him out. Sid. 
Nicholls will doubtless remember the incident. Some very estimable young citizens of now-a-
days were in it right up to the muzzle. At any rate, the boys wouldn't have the acting head-
master at any price. The Board solved the difficulty by bringing back Mr Grundy from 
Masterton until Mr Hardy got well. In 1881 the popular Grundy was placed in charge of the 
Clyde Quay School, and Clyde Quay has turned out its full quota of scholarship boys and 
girls ever since. Do you know that David Ziman, nominated this year by Auckland University 
College for the Rhodes Scholarship, was a Clyde Quay school boy ? Six months after lie left 
Mr Grundy he went up to Auckland and won a Grammar School scholarship there. Clyde 
Quay has won its full share of Board scholarships, besides four Victoria College 
scholarships. This year it took two national scholarships but had to surrender one of them as 
no one school can be allowed more than one of these plums. Mr Grundy doesn't expect to find 
his old school at Brummagem. It has been wiped out by the construction of Corporation-
street, one of the finest boulevards in Europe. But he hopes to grasp Joe Chamberlain by the 
hand and jog his memory about the order to '' Dot your eyes.'' 
30th March 1907 Mr T. B. Strong, Inspector of Schools under the Wanganui Education 
Board, paid a visit of inspection to the Masterton District High School on Thursday. He was 
favourably impressed with the class work of the scholars and efficiency of the teachers. As 
for the general appointments of the institution, Mr Strong was enthusiastic, declaring them to 
be far and away the best of any school he had visited. 
8th April 1907 The practical utility of school children's garden plots is well exemplified by the 
returns of the scholars at the Masterton District High School in connection with potato-
growing tests. As the extreme poverty of the soil where the school garden is situated was a 



potent factor to be overcome in the initial stages of the gardening operations, the results 
appended serve to show what can be accomplished by a thoroughly scientific treatment of 
soil, however unpromising and proper attention to the crop whilst under cultivation. It will be 
seen that in one instance the yield per acre worked out at the remarkably high rate of 27 tons 
2 cwt for 17 ¼ cwt of seed, using only 4 cwt of manure. In another case, seed planted as late 
as the 27th of November, and dug after only ninety-eight days' growth, worked out at over 10 
½  tons per acre for 13 cwt of seed, treated with 6 cwt of manure. In every case the potatoes 
are all of splendid shape and size and are well adapted for seed or cooking purposes. '' 
Factors.'' —Seed per acre, 7 ¼  cwt. ; crop per acre, 27 tons 2 cwt. ; manure per acre, 4 cwt. 
K.P. ; planted, 24th September 1906 ; lifted, 18th February 1907 
"Scottish Triumph. "—Seed per acre, 7 ¼ cwt ; crop per acre, 20 tons  ; manure per acre, 4 
cwt. K. P. ; planted, 24th September 1906; lifted, 18th February, 1907.  
Also 
"Northern Star 
Royal Kidnys.'' 
Beauty o: Hebron 
Carmen No. 1.  
And "Breeze's Prolific."—Seed per acre, 13 cwt. ; crop per acre, 10 tons 12 cwt. ; manure, 6 
cwt. bone, blood, super; planted, 77th November, 1906 lifted 6th March, 98 days' growth. 
9th April 1907 The Secretary of the Masterton School Committee (Mr W. M. Easthope) will 
receive nominations up to Saturday next for the election of members of the new committee, 
to be held on Monday, 22nd April. After Saturday no further nominations can be received 
until the evening of the elections. The names of candidates nominated up to Saturday will be 
posted at the District High School on Monday morning next. 
12th April 1907 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, the 
headmaster of the District High School reported that a well-known local resident, whose 
name he was not permitted to disclose at present, had made an offer to equip a drum and fife 
band in connection with the School Cadets with a full set of instruments. Mr Jackson asked 
that a Committee be set up to confer with him on the matter. It was resolved to leave, the 
matter for the incoming Committee to deal with. 
12th April 1907 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening. There were present Messrs R. Brown (chairman), W. A. 
Fendall, J. Carpenter, G. Townsend and C. Perry.  
The Treasurer produced a-statement for the year ended March 31st showing a credit balance 
of £3 5s lOd. Since the government subsidy amounting to £72 8s had been received, and there 
was now a credit balance of £75 16s lOd in the Bank.  
The Headmaster reported as follows:—Main School: Roll, 605; average attendance, 522; 
percentage of attendance, 86. Side School:, ."Roll, 169; average attendance, 148; percentage 
of attendance, 88. Secondary Classes: Roll, 79 average attendance, 78; percentage of 
attendance, 98. On the 18th and 19th ultimo the attendance was very much reduced through 
the bad weather.  
On the 18th nearly half the scholars on the roll were absent. With these exceptions, the 
attendance for the month has been good, especially so at the Side School and in the 
Secondary Department. Omitting the attendance of the two bad days, the percentage of 



attendance for the month was 89. The attendance at the Side School has now fully recovered. 
There is no sickness prevalent and a good attendance is being maintained.  
The dividing fences in the front grounds are out of repair. One of them should be replaced by 
new close board fence of the same character as the other portions of the dividing fences. 
There is a bad leak in the spouting on the north side of the school building, and the downpipe 
on the eastern side of the building has not yet been attended to.  
The cookery class will recommence this month at the School, under the instruction of the 
Board's teacher of cookery, Miss Talbot. Four classes of about twenty scholars in each will 
receive training in this subject. These will comprise the girls of the Secondary Classes, 
Standard VI, and the older girls of Standard V.  
The numerous leaks in the roof of the main school have, for the present been stopped. The 
whole of the roof however, is in an unsatisfactory state, and many leaks are liable to occur, 
especially so if the felt under the iron is not secure. I find the iron in the roof of the older 
portion of the building is put on with solid lead  headed nails. These, in the driving, and also 
through roof vibrations, have caused depressions in the iron under the nails. Through these 
small funnels the water find its way. When the leaks become very numerous it will become 
necessary to strip the roof and reverse the iron, using lead-headed nails of modern pattern. 
The application made to the Board to allow Syverston's Senior Board Scholarship to be 
tenable at Victoria College for 1908-10 has, I understand, been referred to the Chairman of 
the Education Board and the Inspectors, I sincerely hope a decision will be given in the boy's 
favour. I should be glad if the Committee will make arrangements for a winter supply of' 
firewood as early as, possible.  
It was decided to ask the Education Board to send the Clerk of Works to Masterton '.to report 
on the state of the roof at the Main School. The matter of attending to the fence at the Side 
School and the leak in the roof at the same school was referred to the visiting members. The 
visiting members for the month were also instructed to deal with the question of providing a 
supply of firewood at the school. 
 It was decided to recommend the incoming committee to take into consideration the question 
of establishing sewing classes at the District High School.  
The Chairman and Messrs Fendall and Perry were appointed a sub-committee to draft the 
annual report to be submitted to the annual meeting of householders on Monday, April 22nd. 
Messrs Gillespie, O'Leary and Perry were appointed visiting members for the month. 
Accounts amounting to £24 18s 9d were passed for payment. 
16th April 1907 The Secretary of the Masterton School Committee has received the following 
nominations for the new committee:—Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter, H. H. Cork, W. A. 
Fendall, W Gillespie, H. J. O'Leary, C. Perry, G. Townsend E. H. Waddington, and the Rev. 
J. N. Buttle. No further nominations can be received until the annual meeting of 
householders, which will be held in the Drill Hall en Monday evening next. 
22nd April 1907 The following is the annual report of the Masterton School Committee, to be 
submitted to the annual meeting of householders this evening :—Including the main and side 
schools, there has been an average roll number of 749  with an average attendance of 75 and 
a percentage of attendance of 90.1. In addition, there have been 81 scholars in the secondary 
classes, with an average attendance of 75, and a percentage of attendance of 92.6 The general 
efficiency of the school has been maintained in a highly satisfactory manner. The inspectors 



have again awarded the mark "Good" for efficiency, order, discipline and tone of the school. 
At the annual examinations held in December last, four scholars passed the matriculation and 
solicitors' general knowledge examinations, thirteen passed the Junior Civil Service 
examination with credit, ten scholars qualified for Senior Board Scholarships and five for 
Junior National Scholarships. Only one of the whole number of scholars who went up for 
examination failed to pass in one or other of the examinations named. Under the able 
management of the headmaster, Mr W. H. Jackson, your school has fully maintained the 
reputation it has gained in past years, and more than once during the year your Committee 
has had pleasure in commending the efforts of that gentleman and his zealous and untiring 
staff to promote the welfare of the school.' One of the last public acts of the late deeply 
lamented Hon. R. J. Seddon was to open the new brick building added to your school for 
secondary work, science teaching and cookery classes. This building was opened in April 
last, and has proved of very great benefit to the school, excellent work having been done in 
these departments. A distinct success has been made of the experimental gardening scheme. 
The thanks of your Committee, and of yourselves as parents, are due to the Trust Lands 
Trustees for a large measure of the success attending this branch of school work. The 
Trustees have not only provided the land required and large monetary grants, but they have 
taken a warm personal interest in the work, which has been very gratifying to your 
Committee. The work of the Agricultural Classes has been a work of love to the Headmaster 
and many of the scholars, who gave holiday time to work in the gardens. Although the land 
was the most unpromising piece of ground, excellent results have been obtained, to the 
lasting benefit of the boys, who have been taught how to grow good crops on poor soil. Your 
thanks are also due to the Masterton Borough Council, the Masterton A. and P. Association, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and others for valuable aid in this important work. Your 
Committee .has had an income during the past year of no less than £504 15s 2d. The larger 
part of this has been derived from grants from the Trust Lands Trustees, which grants carry 
with them a Government subsidy of £ for £. The Trustees have given not only the usual grant 
for general school purposes, but also a grant of £80 for fencing the Agricultural Classes' 
ground, and a grant of £50 to build propagating and tool houses. Without these generous 
grants your Committee would have been unable to make the Agricultural Classes the valuable 
addition they have proved to be to the education of many of the boys of the Masterton 
School. Your Committee desire to express their appreciation of the untiring efforts of the 
Secretary, and the satisfactory 'manner in which he has carried out his many duties. During 
the year your Committee has held fourteen meetings, thirteen ordinary and one special,' and 
the attendance has been as follows :—Mr R. Brown 14, Mr J. Carpenter 14. Mr W. Gillespie 
14, Mr H. O'Leary 13, Mr W. A. Fendall 11, Mr E. H Waddington 11, Mr G. Townsend 11, 
Mr C. Perry 11, Mr T. Duncan 6. Late in the year Mr Duncan resigned his seat on the 
Committee in consequence of his removal from the district. Your Committee did not deem it 
necessary to fill the vacancy. 
23rd April 1907 The annual meeting of the householders for the purpose of electing the 
Masterton School Committee for (the coming year was held in the Drill Hall last evening. Mr 
R. Brown occupied the chair, and there were over thirty others present.  
The annual report and balance sheet were read and adopted. The latter showed receipts to 
amount to £504 15s 2d and expenditure £ 501 6s 4d, leaving a credit balance of £3 8s lOd.  



A special vote of thanks was passed to the Trust Land. Trustees for their grants during the 
past year, which had largely enabled the scholars under their instructors to make such a 
success of their garden plots.  
Votes of thanks were, also, passed to the outgoing Committee and to the Headmaster (Mr W. 
H. Jackson) and his staff. The election of the Committee for the ensuing year resulted in the 
following being returned Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter, H. H. .Cork, W. A. Fendall, H. J. 
O'Leary,  C. Perry, G. A. P. Townsend, E. li. Waddington and Rev. J. N. Buttle. At a meeting 
of the newly-elected committee, Mr R. Brown was reelected chairman. It was decided to hold 
future meetings in the Exchange Buildings. 
26th April 1907 Wellington Education Board: At the meeting of the Education Board, 
yesterday, a letter was read from the Department asking what effect the proposed new school 
at Lansdowne would have on the Masterton Infant School. Was it likely to be closed, or 
would the children go to Lansdowne, being nearer than the present school? The Chairman 
and Inspector were authorised to furnish a reply. 
27th April 1907 The Masterton District High School pupils have achieved a remarkable result 
on their agriculture plot. The yield was at the rate of 27 tons 2 cwt of potatoes to one acre, 
from 7 ¼  cwt of seed and 4 cwt of manure, on poor soil. Cwt = hundredweight. 1 
Hundredweight = 50. 8 Kilograms 
3rd May 1907 Mr W. Charters, President of the Christchurch Industrial Association, who 
recently visited Masterton, was interested in the experimental in elementary agriculture at the 
Masterton District High School. He has secured for the school a donation of five sacks of 
artificial manure from the Christchurch Meat Company, Ltd. The consignment has now been 
shipped, freight paid. This is a practical way of assisting a deserving institution. 
9th May 1907 The garden at the Masterton School is being gradually much improved. Mr W. 
H. Jackson is having the entrance beautified with lawns and a small plantation of native 
shrubs. The plots require filling up but he has obtained a lot of soil for the purpose. This 
season he will have a good assortment of different varieties of seed potatoes, and some 
interesting  experiments will be carried out. The effects of spraying last season is very clearly 
demonstrated by the half rotten condition of a quantity of unsprayed potatoes on view, as 
contrasted with the clean and healthy tubers of these that were sprayed. 
9th May 1907 Mr A. B. Charters, of the staff of the Masterton District High School, has been 
appointed headmaster of the Greytown School, an appointment which means substantial 
promotion.  
10th May 1907 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present—Messrs R. Brown (Chairman), E. H. Waddington, W. A. Fendall, C. Perry, 
G. Townsend, H. O'Leary. H. H. Cork, and Rev. J. N. Buttle. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £50 18s Id. 
Certain repairs necessary to the school were referred to the visiting members. 
On the motion of Mr Townsend the following were appointed a committee to report upon the 
advisability of the establishment of a sewing class at the school:—Messrs Waddington, 
O'Leary, Perry and Townsend.  
The following were appointed a Finance Committee :—Messrs Brown, Waddington and 
Fendall. The visiting members for the month are Messrs Brown, Buttle and Carpenter. 
Accounts were passed amounting to £38 12s lOd. 



Mr W. Gillespie received a hearty vote of thanks for his report on the Educational Exhibits at 
the Exhibition. The Secretary was instructed to write to Professor Kirk applying for a share of 
the Exhibits, which are to be distributed among various schools. The headmaster reported as 
follows :—  
ATTENDANCE.  
                             Roll.  Average  Attend.  
Main School .. ..     615        538 
Side School.. ..       178        150  
Secondary Classes .. 72         70  
The attendance was greatly reduced on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd instants through the bad weather 
which was experienced on those days. With these exceptions the attendance for the month 
has been good, especially so in the Secondary Classes.  
The Board's Truant Officer paid a visit to the school last week and inquired into cases of 
unsatisfactory attendance.  
Mr A. B. Charters, senior secondary assistant, has been appointed to the headmastership of 
the Greytown District High School. During the four years he has been on the staff he has 
done excellent work both in school and also with the boys out of school hours. I am sorry to 
lose his services.  
The Board's Clerk of Works paid a visit, of inspection to the two schools on Tuesday last. I 
pointed out to him the bad places on the roofs of both schools, and other necessary repairs. 
He will make a report on these matters to the Education Board.  
The leaks at the Side School were so bad that he gave instructions to a local plumber to effect 
repairs at once.  
The broken earthenware pipe, connecting the flushing tank with the closet trough at the Side 
School, has not yet been repaired, and the leakage of flushing water continues.  
The defect in the roof of the forcing house has been remedied, and I anticipate no further 
trouble will be experienced.  
I enclose reply received from the Secretary of the Education Board regarding the application 
made in connection with Syverston's scholarship. I would suggest that a sub-committee be 
appointed to confer with the member for the district and myself with a view to making a 
further effort to enable this boy to take advantage of the scholarship which he has qualified 
for. 
The cookery classes in connection with the school commenced to-day under Miss Talbot, the 
Board's instructress in cookery. The classes will continue for six months and will work two 
whole days a week. I have arranged for all the girls above Standard IV. to receive instruction 
and training in this subject. 
I have just received a supply of the new school newspaper, the School Journal. It is intended 
that this production shall take the place of the ordinary school reading book. If this new 
children's paper is able to successfully compete in matter and attractiveness with the many 
series of excellent reading books now published I shall rejoice. Every scholar will then be on 
an equal footing with regard to its reading-book equipment. 
I have received for the school gardening work five bags of manures from the Christchurch 
Meat Co., Ltd. The thanks of the Committee are due to the above Company, and to Mr W. 
Charters, who obtained the donation for me. 



10th May 1907 Mr A. B. Charters, who has received the appointment of Headmaster to 
Greytown School, was accorded a vote of congratulation at a meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee, last evening, the Committee at the same time expressing regret at losing 
Mr Charters' services. 
10th May 1907 Messrs Brown, Waddington, and Fendall were appointed a Finance 
Committee at the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening. 
10th May 1907 Age A meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Exchange 
Buildings, last evening. There were present:—Messrs R. Brown (chair), H. H. Cork, H. 
O'Leary, G. Townsend, C. Perry, W. H. Fendall, E. H. Waddington and Rev. J. N. Buttle. The 
Treasurer reported a credit balance of £SO 18s Id. The Headmaster's (Mr W. H. Jackson) 
report stated:—The number on the roll at the Main School is 615, average attendance for the 
month 538, percentage of attendance 87; Side School, roll 178, average attendance for the 
month 150, percentage of attendance 84; Secondary Classes, roll 72, average attendance for 
the month 70, percentage of attendance 97. The attendance was greatly reduced on the Ist, 
2nd and 3rd insts., through the bad weather, which was experienced on those days. With 
these exceptions the attendance for the month has been good, especially so in the Secondary 
Classes. Mr A. B. Charters, Senior Secondary assistant, has been appointed to the 
Headmastership of the Greytown District High School. During the four years he has been on 
the staff he has done excellent work, both in school and also with the boys out of school 
hours. lam sorry lam compelled to lose his services. The Board's Clerk of Works paid a visit 
of inspection to the two schools on Tuesday last. I pointed out to him the bad places on the 
roofs of both schools, and other necessary repairs. He will make a report on these matters to 
the Education Board. The leaks at the Side School were so brad that he gave instructions to a 
local plumber to effect repairs at once. The cookery classes in connection with the school 
commenced to-day under Miss Talbot, the Board's Instructress in- Cookery. The classes will 
continue for six rn.Qn.ths, and wjjl work two whole clays a week. I have arranged for all the 
girls above Stand: i-d IV. to receive instruction ana training in this subject. I have just 
received a supply of the new school newspaper, the "School Journal." It is intended that this 
production shall take the place of the ordinary school/reading book. If this new children's 
paper is able to successfully compete in matter and attractiveness with the many series of 
excellent reading; books now published I shall rejoice. Every scholar will then be on an equal 
footing with regard to its reading-book equipment. I have received for the school gardening 
works five bags of manures from the Christchurch Mer.i Co., Ltd. The thanks of the 
Committee are due to the above Company, and to Mr W. Charters, who obtained the donation 
for us. A communication was received from Mr W. Gillespie in reference to the educational 
exhibits which were on view at the late International Exhibition. The letter stated that these 
had been handed to Professor Kirk, on behalf of the Education Department, to be distributed 
amongst various Boards. Professor Kirk had, however, made a note to send specimens of 
grass seeds and other specialities from the Agricultural Department to the Masterton District 
High School, Mr Gillespie was accorded a vote of thanks for his report, and the Secretary was 
instructed to write to the Board and Professor Kirk asking for a share of the exhibits for the 
Masterton School. Accounts amounting to £38 12s lOd were passed for payment. The visiting 
members for the month are, Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter and Rev. J. N. Buttle. 



15th May 1907 Masterton Trust Lands Trust annual report included the following grants have 
been made : —District High School, capitation, £95; District High School, special furnishing 
science school, £150; District High School, agricultural class, £SO; District High School, 
tool-house and fencing, £25; St. Patrick's School, £27; St. Patrick's School, piano, £10; 
Fernridge School, £25; Fernridge School, piano, £10; Te Ore Ore School, £10; Technical 
School, £100; Masterton Municipal Band, £2O; Public Library, £25; Public Park Tea Kiosk, 
£2O; Physical Training School, £10; Masterton Fire Police, £5; Masterton Fire Brigade, £10; 
Ambulance Corps, £6; South Brass Band, £2 2s; Y.M.C.A., £2 11s; total, £601 13s. 
In furtherance of the scheme of agricultural classes in connection with the Masterton District 
High School, your Trustees have granted the sum of £25 for the erection of a tool-house. The 
Scholarship Endowment Fund now stands with a credit of £94 18s 9d. Out of this fund the 
sum of £40 was given this year by your Trustees to the holders of scholarships gained by 
pupils from the Masterton Schools. 
18th May 1907 Two members of the teaching stair of the  Masterton District High School are 
at present laid aside. One of them, Miss Nellie Hogg, is at present confined to her bed with a 
sprained ankle. Mr H. Sutton's health having  broken down, he has; been \ ed a month's leave 
of absence. 
20th May 1907 On the schoolgrounds, a match was played between teams representing the 
Sixth Standard of the Masterton District High School and the Wesleyan Club, the latter team 
winning by 3 points to nil. A. Hoar kicked a penalty goal for the winners. In the evening the 
Wesleyan team entertained the school team, and before the gathering dispersed cheers were 
given Church, Graham and Smith and Messrs Mannell and Nicol, who assisted at the social. 
20th May 1907 A match was played at Greytown, on Saturday afternoon, between the 
Masterton High School and Greytown teams, and resulted in an easy win for the latter by 7 
goals to nil. The winners showed very good form and were attacking nearly the whole of the 
game. Goals were scored by Misses E. Bicknell (3), E. Udy, C. Maguire, E. Humphries and 
B. Dunn. Mr D. C. Humphrey had charge of the game. 
24th May 1907 Empire Day was celebrated in the customary manner, yesterday afternoon, at 
the Masterton District High School. Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, took charge of the 
ceremony, which was carried out with' great éclat in the presence of a number of parents and 
other visitors. The Cadets, under Captains Haslam and Bunting, were formed in a hollow 
square opposite the flagstaff, the other scholars forming an attractive background. Mr Jackson 
introduced the proceedings by explaining that it had been resolved to anticipate the holiday, 
so as to avoid calling the young people together especially when many of them wished to 
enjoy themselves. He then called on Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the School Committee, to 
address the assemblage. 
Mr Brown, in a brief but pithy speech, referred to the greatness of the British Empire, and 
submitted that the youth of New Zealand should feel honoured in belonging to it. It gave 
them a sense of security they could not otherwise enjoy, and the fact should never be 
forgotten that to British patriotism and love of liberty the people owed their free and 
independent institutions. Mr Hogg, M.H.R., who was the next to speak, explained why 
Empire Day was celebrated. 
The Rev. J. N. Buttle impressed on the young people the desirability of a belief in God, 
reverent and devout, loyalty to their King and a determination to do their best for the laud of 



their nativity, for their town and  school and themselves. If they worked on these lines the 
Masterton school would produce patriots—men and women who would do their share in 
lifting New Zealand to a proud position in the dominions of its sovereign. In conclusion, he 
asked them to reflect that in celebrating Empire Day they were expressing reverently their 
affection for their late Queen and signifying their good wishes for the present King. 
(Applause. ) 
The Rev. A. M. Johnston remarked that they were proud of their Empire because its greatness 
rested on the nobility of character of the. men and women that composed it. The British race 
consisted of ladies and gentlemen, ranked as such, not because of special circumstances or 
privileges, but because they were courteous and respectful in their behaviour, honourable in 
all their dealings, and valued their reputation. It was their privilege to live under a flag that 
tolerated neither shivery, oppression nor injustice. 
Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple, who was present, was complimented by Mr Jackson on the 
assistance lie had rendered the school and made a few well timed remarks in return. 
The flag, which is getting the worse for wear, was then unfurled and hoisted, lusty young 
buglers, with cheeks expanded, sounded the Royal Salute, arms were presented, and cheers, 
in which all hands joined, were given for "King and Country. '' 
A distribution of prizes next took place. Mr Dalrymple's special prizes consisted of oxidised 
watches. These were given for the best essays on the subject of the recent trip to the 
Christchurch Exhibition. Second prizes of 5s in cash were provided by Mr R. Brown. The 
prize-takers were as follows : —Secondary boys : Hector Milne, 1; Colin Hendry, 2. Standard 
VI. Joseph Darvill, 1 ; Richard Chappell, 2. Standards IV. and V.—Thos. Christie, 1; Geo. 
Saker, 2. 
Mr A. W. Hogg, M. H. R., presented the prizes won by the cadets in the annual firing 
competition. These consisted of trophies valued from 2s 11d to £1 17s 11d, which the 
winners selected and purchased for themselves. The prize-takers were: —Sergt. Arthur 
Wheeler, W.F.C.A. trophy, value £1 I0s: Private Albert Rigg, JOs; Sergt. Arthur Wheeler, 7s 
11d; Corporal Stanley Temple, 5s: Private Alfred Ibbetson, 4s; Sergt. Ronald Miller, 2s 11d; 
Sergt. Colin Hendry, 2s 11d; Sergt. Stanley Edwards, 2s fid; Bugler Jack Fuller, 2s 11d. 
The singing of the National Anthem by the whole assembly brought the very successful and 
interesting proceedings to an appropriate termination. 
25th May 1907 Mr A. B. Charters, who has been appointed Headmaster of the Greytown 
School, was presented during the week with a travelling companion by the boys of the 
Masterton School. The girls of the senior secondary class presented him with a travelling rug, 
and the teachers at the Masterton School made him a present of a set of silver fruit knives and 
forks. 
27th May 1907 On the eve of his departure from Masterton to take up the headmastership of 
the Greytown State School. Mr A. B. Charters received u presentation from the Masterton 
Volunteers, of which body he was captain. 
30th May 1907 To the editor. Sir,—You added a footnote to iJb last letter, stating you could 
point _tj oue or two young men who farm more intelligently through having received a 
college education, and who do not shirk hard work. I also can point to a man in the Masterton 
district who has been farming on his own account about nine years, and during that tiino .. 
has increased the capital value lie began with to about nine times its... original amount. This 



he did by purely legitimate farming—no gambling. Now, Sir, this man never spent a day in 
any sort of school in his life. But I would ask : What have we proved by our respective 
statements? Absolutely nothing, I think. They probably a.-c both exceptions that prove what 
may be the general rule—viz., that a.. reasonable amount of education is the 'w best for the 
average person. Now, Sir, I desire to say a few words re the Lansdowne School. The gist of 
the Masterton School Committee's report on the subject some time ago was that such a school 
would be harmful to the main school, and \<avL not needed. Seeing that these genflß men's 
interests are antagonistic tovl school being built at Lansdowne, they should never have been 
consulted about the matter at all. I will give you a few reasons vehy the school is needed: 1. 
Children of school age, no matter how small, have to walk distances varying from half-a-mile 
in the nearest to three miles in the furthest cases. This means that none, or very few, of these 
children can come home for dinner. 2. They have to pass along roads where all' descriptions 
of stock are continually being driven, also along a footpath ancl two footbridges made 
dangerous even to adults by motor ajicl ordinary cyclists. '6. They have to pass through the 
centre of the town, hearing language and seeing sights that would be much better for them to 
avoid. 4. The main school is already over-crowded. The last. Sir, I think, to be one of the 
strongest reasons for a. school at Lansdowne. Will any of our medicos say it is a good tiling 
to put eight hundred children in the buildings on the ground occupied by the Masterton 
District and High Schools, or will they not rather say it would be better if some of them were, 
somewhere else? The air on a calm day must be almost noxious. In conclusion, I would ask 
Mr W*H. Jackson not to oppose our Lansdowne School .in the future if lie prove to the 
Lansdowne Trust voters that he has not an axe to grind in seeking election as Trustee. We 
have an interest in the Trust, and want to be treated fairly, or we'll make a, nasty noise.—l 
am, etc., LANSDOWNE. 
28th May 1907 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
PRIZE ESSAYS. (We have been requested to publish the prize essays of the successful 
competitors, for prizes presented in connection with the best essays by the Cadets on their 
visit to the Exhibition. The prizes were presented by Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple and by the 
Chairman of the School Committee, Mr R. Brown). CHRISTCHURCH EXHIBITION. (By 
Sergeant Hector Milne; first in No. 1 Section.) ~As a very pleasurable event in a boy's life is 
looked forward to by him, so was the trip to the Exhibition by each of the Masterton High 
School Cadets. From the time of the announcement concerning the trip of the boys was made 
each of us looked forward to his departure with great excitement; the time that had to be 
waited seemed all too long. At last the much-looked-for day arrived. In the morning the boys 
brought in their swags, which consisted of a couple of blankets and the necessary clothing 
required for camp life. The swags were sewn into bags before dinner, and soon were made 
ready for the journey. At half-past two in the afternoon of the 22nd day of February, we were 
marched to the railway station, where we entrained for Wellington. We arrived at that town 
without mishap. Immediately we detrained, we were marched on board the Te Anau, which 
was to convey us to Lyttelton. Tea was supplied on board, and the boys *uahed the tables 
with greater gusto than they did on the following morning. When tea was over, we were 
ordered below, into the hold, to get our beds ready. Lifebelts were supplied in the place of 
pillows, and to each boy two blankets were given. That night sleep was absolutely out of the 
question, as the noise made by the boys who were not sick was almost deafening. The 



laughter grew louder and louder as each poor individual who was unused to the sea took his 
turn at the bucket. At last morning came, and it was with great relief that most of us went 
upon deck to get a breath of fresh air, as our sleeping quarters by this time had become 
almost unbearable. We arrived in Lyttelton at eleven o'clock in the morning. We took the 
train from Lyttelton to Christchurch and arrived there about midday. The march from the 
station to the camp seemed as though it were never going to end, especially to those of us 
who had eaten no breakfast  in the morning. On arrival in camp we were supplied with light 
refreshments, after which we felt much better. In the evening Masterton No. 1 Company were 
put on guard, and thus we were unable to see the Exhibition on the day of our arrival. After 
our guard duty was over, life for us in camp was all that could have been wished, the food 
was excellent and the sleeping accommodation very good. One marked feature of the camp 
was splendid discipline kept throughout. The thing that caught my eye on first entering the 
ground the appearance of the buildings themselves. If I had not known that they were made 
of wood, 1 should most certainly have thought they were of stone, as they are such splendid 
imitations fit stone buildings. The two towers of' the buildings form a very striking feature. In 
one of these towers an electric lift is installed, which carries people to the top. At night these 
towers are made very beautiful by the electric lights which are ranged from the top to the 
bottom. Some very striking features in the Exhibition' are the different courts. The Canadian 
court, in every respect, has the most magnificent display of exhibits. Specimens of canned 
and bottled fruits, the industries of which are becoming very important in Canada, are to be 
seen in great abundance. The iron manufactures are well represented. The most conspicuous 
feature of the New South Wales Court is the wonderfully complete exhibition of its mineral 
products. Silver was amongst the foremost of these. The coal was also well represented. The 
Victorian court is made conspicuous by a great obelisk which represents one-fourth of the 
output of gold from that province. The gold mining industry is further represented by large 
nuggets of gold which have been discovered there. The South Australian court;, though not a 
large one, is a very excellent one. The wine industry is well .represented, and also the copper. 
The representations of the cotton industry in the Fijian court are perfect. Sugar, copra, and the 
tropical fruits grown in Fiji are seen in this court. The most striking feature of the whole court 
is the stamp of man that inhabits it. The chief feature in the Auckland court, as in the 
Victorian court, is the obelisk which represents the output of gold up to 1906. Many other 
smaller provinces and towns are represented at the Exhibition by courts. About the fernery 
too much cannot be said. Here one may see every New Zealand fern without going to the 
bush. Species of ferns from all over the colony are to be here seen. The Art Gallery is well 
worth going to see. The collection of pictures is a well-represented one. "The Light of the 
World," which is at present one of the most beautiful pictures, is on view here. The 
Machinery Hall is occupied by locomotives and other exhibits of the Railway Department. In 
this hall is the largest railway engine in the Southern Hemisphere. It was made at the 
Addington Workshops. Oil engines of all descriptions are to be seen here. The models of 
railway viaducts exhibited by the Public Works ' Department are very complete. The modes 
of tunnel buildings are  well illustrated by the Department in their exhibit. All kinds of 
bridges are to be seen here. The Maori pah is, without doubt, one of the most striking features 
of the Exhibition. It was erected by the North Island natives. It has round the outside three 
rows of pointed stakes, to keep off invaders. The reproduction of Rotorua is deserving of 



great praise. The hot pool, into which the Maori children dive for pennies, is a very good 
second to some of the hot pools in the thermal regions. The geyser, which throws water to a 
great height, reminds one of the real thing.  
The aquarium proves itself a very attractive place. In this place fish of all kinds are to be 
seen. Specimens of large fish are also common. Assuredly every person who went to the 
Exhibition would visit the Pike and Wonderland at "least three times. Wonderland proved 
itself a great attraction to the Cadets. The water-chute was the great attractive feature in 
Wonderland. On our last night in camp, there was a splendid display of fireworks. It was the 
best display most of us had ever seen. ,The figures made by the crackers were marvellous. 
We struck camp on Thursday, the 29th of February. We marched to the station and entrained 
for Lyttelton. On arriving there we went on board the Te Anau and sailed for Wellington. The 
trip back was far different from the trip over. Absolute silence reigned in the sleeping 
apartments. We arrived in Wellington in the morning. We arrived in Masterton at about two 
in the afternoon, after a most pleasant trip. The Exhibition was a very much bigger show than 
I had expected to see, and, though we were there for a week, I am sure we did not see 
everything that was to be seen. I think that the trip to the Exhibition will be a red-letter day in 
most of our lives. On the whole, I think the Exhibition is a credit to the colony. 
I have not published Colin Hendry’s  story. Nor Joseph Darville’s or Thomas Christie’s 
stories all published in the Wairarapa Age of the 30th May 1907 
31st May 1907 Wellington Education Board The Chief Inspector submitted a reply to the 
inquiries of the Department, as to the probable effect of a school at Lansdowne on the 
Masterton Side School. The Inspector considered there would be little or no interference with 
the Side School for some time, but when the road and bridge connection between Lansdowne 
and Masterton was improved, the new school would become the main school for Masterton 
North, and the Side School would be dispensed with.— This reply was adopted. It was 
resolved to expend £10 in improving the grading of the Masterton School ground. Fifty 
pounds was authorised to be expended in painting and renovating the old school at Greytown, 
which has been converted into a Technical School under the Agricultural Instructor. 
3rd June 1907 The Wellington Education Board has received six applications for the position 
of first assistant teacher at the Masterton District High School Four of  the applications have 
been referred to the Masterton School Committee. The Committee will recommend two 
names to the Board,, who will finally make the appointment. 
8th June 1907 The Masterton School Committee, at a special meeting, last evening, gave 
expression to feelings of strong indignation at the report of the Education Board Inspector in 
reference to the proposed school at Lansdowne. The paragraph quoted at the meeting was 
taken from the Wairarapa Daily Times, of Friday last, and was as ' follows:—"The Chief 
Inspector submitted a reply to the inquiries of the Department, as to the probable effect of a 
school at Lansdowne on the Masterton Side School. The Inspector considered there would be 
little or no interference with the Side School for some time, but when the road and bridge 
connection between Lansdowne and Masterton was improved, the new school would become 
the main school for Masterton North, and the Side School would be dispensed with.—This 
reply was adopted.'' The Chairman (Mr R. Brown) stated he was very much surprised at 
Education Board ignoring the Committee and people of Masterton in a matter of such great 
importance to the parents and guardians of children attending the Side School. The School  



Committee had not been consulted, or advised, of the desire of the Education Department to 
know how the Side School would be affected by the opening of the Lansdowne School. It 
was now evident that the opinion expressed on behalf of the Committee, at the conference 
held in Masterton, with the Education Board members and the Inspector, some time ago, did 
not go far enough. The movement meant not only closing the Te Ore Ore School, but the Side 
School also. It was only right that the Lansdowne people should have a school in some 
central part—the one proposed to be erected was not in Lansdowne at all— but if it was too 
much for fifteen or twenty children to walk over a dangerous thoroughfare from there to the 
Side School, it was preposterous to expect about one hundred and sixty children to go over 
such a road, and to a greater distance than the District High School. Other speakers 
thoroughly endorsed the Chairman's remarks", the unanimous opinion being that the 
Committee should have been consulted. Messrs Brown. Waddington and Fendall were 
appointed to draft a reply to the Board expressing the views of the Committee as given at the 
meeting. 
8th June 1907 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held, last evening, 
to consider the applications received for the position of secondary assistant teacher at the 
Masterton District High School.. There were present-Messrs R. Brown (chairman), C .Perry, 
G. Townsend, 'J. Carpenter, W. A. Fendall, H. O'Leary, H. H. Cork, and E. B. Waddington. 
An apology for absence was received from the Rev. J. N. Buttle. After a discussion,, the 
Committee decided to recommend Messrs J. Bee, of Kilbirnie School, and G. Cromie, of 
Greytown School, for the position. The Education Board will finally make the appointment. 
10th June 1907 LANSDOWNE SCHOOL  Proposed Closing of Masterton Side School 
Interview With Chairman of School Committee 
As the apparent intention of the Education Board to close the Masterton Side School in 
favour of the Lansdowne School has caused a strong feeling of indignation among interested 
parents, a ' Wairarapa Daily Times reporter, this morning, interviewed the Chairman of the 
School Committee (Mr R. Brown) -in reference to the position. "It seems to me evident from 
the position disclosed by the report as printed in your columns, on Friday last, of the 
"proceedings at the Education meeting, that the Board it in view all along to a school at 
Lansdowne, and to close the schools at Te Ore Ore and the Masterton Side School.’ 
“You are not opposed to a school being established at Lansdowne, for the convenience of 
Lansdowne children? For instance, you do not expect children, at Lansdowne to walk either 
to the Masterton Side School on one hand, or to the Te Ore Ore School on the other?" 
"Certainly not. Lansdowne is rapidly growing to a populous suburb, and as matters even now 
are, it is certainly entitled to a school of its own. whether it were in the Borough of Masterton 
or not.''  
"What is, in your opinion, the best solution of the difficulty?" "In the first place, I believe l 
am perfectly safe in saying that North Masterton people will never consent to sending their 
children to Lansdowne. The children who attend the side school are mere "toddlers," and 
when we consider that a large majority of them come from the vicinity of the railway station, 
it is a rank injustice to ask them to make the long and dangerous trip to Lansdowne. The 
Lansdowne children have had the option of attending either Te Ore Ore School or the 
Masterton Side School. To close the Side School, which is in an eminently suitable locality 
for Masterton infants is, on the face of it  absurd. What will have to in the event of the Side 



School being closed, would be either the providing of increased accommodation at the 
District High  School, or the building of another side school nearer the station, if the land is 
available. The absurdity of this course is apparent.''  
"But was not the Side School established after long and persistent agitation to obviate the 
necessity of infants having to tramp such a long distance to the main school?"  
"That's just the point; and yet what the Education Board proposes doing is to revert to the old 
situation or make a worse alternative —send the infants to Lansdowne.''  
Our reporter obtained some approximate distances in regard to the new school at Lansdowne, 
and the result shows that the objections of the School Committee are well founded. From the 
Masterton Post Office to the District High School is about fifty chains. From the Post Office 
to the site of the proposed Lansdowne school is not less than a mile—thirty chains further 
away than the District High School. Many children now attending the Side School would 
have to walk a mile from their homes to the Post Office. This means that the proposed 
Lansdowne school they would have to cover at least one mile and α-half, and to attend the 
District High School a much greater distance than they do now. It is more than probable that 
immediate and concerted action will be by parents in the direction of agitating against the 
closing of the Side School. 
12th June 1907 Now that the proposed school for Lansdowne is before the public, I should 
like to point out, through your columns, that perhaps the site chosen to erect a school upon, 
although a good one, might be improved upon. A school is very much needed, but in a case 
like Lansdowne every consideration should be given for the future of the place. Lansdowne is 
without doubt a place with a future, and must increase its population very fast, and, as it must 
expand, it will without doubt spread out on to the Opaki road, and round to the back of the 
old Hospital, and will naturally grow away from the present proposed school site. It might be 
worthwhile to debate the question of a site further up on Lansdowne—l should say 
somewhere in the locality of Mr Williams' homestead, as the coming centre of Lansdowne. 
The Lansdowne school should not interfere with Masterton side school, seeing that it has 
children enough of its own at present to warrant a good school, which will not be long in 
doubling its population, as it would be the means of more families living on Lansdowne if a 
school were erected there. —I am, etc., FATHER OF A FAMILY. 
13th June 1907 Wellington Education Board Mr J. Bee (Kilbirnie), to be second assistant at 
Masterton; 
14th June 1907 The ordinary meeting of the Masterton School" Committee was held last-
evening, there being present:— Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. H. Cork, C. Perry, H. 
O'Leary W. A. Fendall, J. Carpenter, E H. Waddington and Rev. J. N. Buttle.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £68 17s 9d. The Education Board wrote 
forwarding £55 2s 6d, being payment of capitation for the last quarter, and special 
Government allowance.  
The headmaster reported as follows: Attendance Main School, roll 625, average attendance 
565, percentage of attendance 90; Side, School, roll 190, average attendance 171 percentage   
of attendance 90.;' Secondary Classes, roll 72, average .attendance 68, percentage of 
attendance 94. The attendance for the month has been good in all three departments. I am 
pleased to be able to, report that there ,is very little sickness prevalent. On the 23rd ultimo. 
Mr A. B Charters retired from the staff to take charge of the Greytown District High-School. 



Mr H. Sutton. third assistant master, has been, compelled to apply to the Board for further 
leave of absence on account of ill-health. Two relieving assistants are at present .on the 
staff—Miss B Barr, M.A., in the Secondary, Department, and Mr C Jenks in the Primary 
Department. The erection of the new secondary building has interfered with the surface 
drainage, at the lower end of the boys' playground. I pointed this out to the Board's Clerk of 
Works and requested him to report on it. This has been done, and the Board has voted £10 for 
the work. I would recommend the Committee, in dealing with this matter, to see that 
whatever is undertaken now should be part of a complete scheme for grading the, whole of 
the boys' playground. On several occasions I have discussed with the inspectors and clerk of 
works the desirability of a separate entrance for the infant classes at the Main School. As a 
matter of convenience and safety this is highly necessary. At the present time one narrow 
doorway has to serve for the whole of the girls and infants, and the amount of cloak-room 
accommodation for the latter is very inadequate. An additional entrance door, opening into 
the corridor on the northern side of the school would completely remedy this, and could be 
added at a very small outlay. I should be glad if the Committee would make application to the 
Board in connection with the matter.  
The visiting members were instructed to attend to the drainage of the playgrounds at both 
schools. 
 It was decided to apply to the Board to attend to the matter of forming a separate entrance for 
the infant classes at the High School. 
 Messrs Cork, Fendall and O'Leary were appointed the visiting members for the month. 
Accounts amounting to £31 16s 7d were passed for payment. 
18th June 1907 Messrs McLeod and Young received, yesterday, the first consignment of 
instruments for the Drum and Fife Band, which has been started in connection with the 
Masterton District High School. 
19th June 1907 The instruments for the proposed Drum and Fife Band, at the Masterton 
District High School—a full set of which have been generously donated by a local resident—
are now on view in the window of Messrs McLeod and Young, Queen-street 
21st June 1907 HIGH SCHOOL v. HINEMOA. The Masterton High School and Hinemoa 
(Carterton) teams, met on the Schoolground, yesterday afternoon, when the High School won 
by three goals to nil. The ground was very sloppy, and consequently no brilliant play was 
witnessed. The school had the best of the game throughout and played with good 
combination. Goals were scored for the winners by Miss A. Jackson (2) and Miss C. 
Easthope. Misses Elliott, Jackson, McKenzie and Easthope were prominent in the High 
School team, and Misses Telford and A. Reid played well for Hinemoa. Mr J. King was 
!referee 
22nd June 1907 Masterton Trust Lands Trust meeting included The Secretary of the Masterton 
School Committee wrote heartily thanking the Trustees, on behalf of the annual meeting of 
householders to elect a committee, for the liberal grants to the school in the past. Applications 
were received from Misses R. Messenger and F. Kay for the grant of £10, resolved to be paid 
by the Trustees to all students of Masterton District High School who matriculate and take up 
a University course. The question was whether the resolution should be made retrospective as 
far as the two applicants were concerned, they having matriculated before the resolution was 
passed. It was unanimously decided to grant the applications 



24th June 1907 A Hughes' Shield match was played at Greytown. on Saturday last, between 
the Masterton High School team and the Paka Koura (Featherston) team. The game was an 
interesting one but was very much in favour of the High School, who eventually won by 6 
goals to nil. Goals were scored for the winners by Misses A. Jackson (2), McKenzie (2) and 
Easthope (2). Mr J. King was referee. 
2nd July 1907 On Sunday last the residence of Mr Jas. McKenzie, of Homebush, was entered 
while the occupants were absent, and a small amount of money, some cigarettes and a bottle 
of scent were stolen. The matter was reported to the police, who, after making an inspection 
of the premises, were of opinion that the act was perpetrated by some boys. The police, 
yesterday, sought the cooperation of the headmaster of the Masterton District- High School 
(Mr W. H. Jackson) in the matter, and this proved to be a step in the right direction. Mr 
Jackson smelt a strong aroma of scent on a certain lad's clothes and questioned him as to how 
he came by the scent. The boy said that it had been sprinkled on his clothes by another lad. 
and the two boys, on being further questioned by the headmaster, admitted their guilt. The 
names of the boys were taken by the police, and legal proceedings will be taken against them. 
12th July 1907 We are pleased to notice that the Masterton School Committee supports a 
Wellington League formed to encourage the reading of the Bible in schools. This League has 
collected reports from schools all the world over, and some of them from America are of 
special interest. In the Wild West, the Nebraska State says, "Bible generally read, encourages 
moral culhim." Indiana reports, "The Bible shall not be excluded.". Tennessee says, "The 
Bible is our rock of public safety," and Ohio declares, ".We thoroughly believe in it, as it has 
a good influence upon our children.  
12th July 1907 Mr C. Wagland has donated samples of three new varieties of wheat and two 
of grass to the Masterton District High School for experimental purposes by the scholars in 
the agricultural -classes. 
12th July 1907 BIBLE IN SCHOOLS. 
Discussion at Masterton School Committee Delegate Appointed At the meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee, last evening, the referendum circular from the Wellington 
Citizens Bible-in-State-Schools Committee, which appeared in our columns a short time 
back, was discussed by the Committee. 
Mr H. O'Leary believed that the Committee would be quite justified in giving the movement 
its support. Personally, lie believed that Bible reading would be of material benefit, judging 
by the behaviour of some schoolboys. He failed to see what objection could be taken to the 
movement. Mr H. H. Cork remarked that the movement was receiving a fair measure of 
support from School Committees throughout the colony. 
The Chairman (Mr R. Brown) said that the proposition was to have the Bible read during- 
school hours. It was a singular anomaly that although this was a professedly Christian laud, 
Sunday-school teachers found themselves unable to make proper headway in the 
dissemination of Christian knowledge, on account of having only one hour per week to teach 
the Bible in. There were other means than a special referendum of ascertaining the sentiments 
of the people on the matter, as the census papers could easily be utilised for that additional 
object. 
The Rev. J. N. Buttle agreed with the previous speaker. He considered that in a Christian 
country. State School children should have the benefit of Bible teachings. He preferred the 



system proposed to that known as the Nelson system. A strange fact was that the movement 
concerned only primary schools, secondary schools, generally speaking, having scripture 
lessons in their curriculum 
Messrs E. H. Waddington. C. Perry W. A. Fendall and G. Townsend also spoke favourably 
on the proposition, believing that no detrimental results would accrue if the suggestions 
embodied in the circular were strictly adhered to. 
The Rev. Buttle moved, and Mr Perry seconded, that the Committee accord its support to the 
movement. The motion was carried. 
The Rev. Buttle was chosen to represent the Committee on the. deputation, which will wait 
on the Premier in reference to the matter………….. 
12th July 1907 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, was 
attended by Messrs R. Brown, (chairman), G. Townsend, C. Perry, H. H. Cork, E. H. 
Waddington, W. A. Fendall, H. O'Leary and Rev. J. N. Buttle. The Treasurer reported a 
credit balance of £47 Is 3d. Accounts amounting to £43 11s were passed for payment. The 
Education Board wrote notifying the Committee that the Board had approved of grants of £l5 
and £10, respectively, for providing a door at the northern end of the main school and for re-
grading the southwestern corner of the playground. Messrs Perry. Townsend and Waddington 
wove appointed visiting members for the month 
12th July 1907 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The monthly report of the Headmaster of the 
Masterton District High School, Mr W. H. Jackson, submitted to the meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee, last evening, stated inter alia:— Attendance, Main School, roll 
623, average attendance 565, percentage of attendance 91; Side School, roll 183, average 
attendance 166, percentage of attendance 91; Secondary Classes, roll 74, average attendance 
70, percentage of attendance 95. The attendance for the month has been very good indeed. I 
have pleasure in reporting that an excellent record has been made for the whole of the quarter 
just ended. An attendance equal to 91 per cent, of the number on the roll in all three 
departments has been maintained. This is highly satisfactory and is creditable to scholars and 
their parents. The enclosed absentee report contains only a few names, and there are no bad 
cases. Mr J. Bee, M.A., took up his duties as senior secondary assistant on the 1st inst. Mr H. 
Sutton, junior assistant master, has been granted three months' leave of absence. One of the 
pupil-teachers was absent on the 2nd and 3rd inst., through illness. Arbor day has been fixed 
for Wednesday the 24th inst. If members of the Committee would like to be present on the 
occasion I will postpone Arbor Day work at the school till the following day. I enclose a 
report of the work I propose to take in hand. The footpath at the back of the school is in a 
very bad state. About ten years ago a number of loads of road spoil were put down. These 
have never been levelled, and parts of the path have holes which become quagmires in bad 
weather. A load of gravel has been put down just immediately in front of the gate, making 
matters a little better. I should be glad to see something more done. The Committee decided 
to arrange with Mr Jackson to hold the Arbor Day celebrations on Thursday, July 25th. It was 
also resolved to recommend the visiting members to attend to the trees at the Side School. 
It was also resolved to ask the Borough Council to repair the footpath at the back of the High 
School. 
12th July 1912 BATHS FOR THE MASTERTON SCHOOL. 



SUGGESTION BY MR W. H. JACKSON. "I have been glad to notice that in connection 
with the proposed erection of baths in Masterton, the Borough Engineer and others have 
advocated a site adjacent to the school being chosen, stated Mr W. H. Jackson in his report to 
the Masterton School Committee, last evening. "I sincerely hope this will be given effect to. 
For some years past I have sent squads of boys in charge of one of the senior masters for 
lessons in swimming and lifesaving. This has necessarily been attended by great loss of time, 
and it has been possible to do it only on a limited scale. With baths near the school, or better 
still, with a school bath, this would be avoided, and provision could be made for regular 
instruction and exercise for every child in the school, unless physically unfit. A school of the 
size and importance of the Masterton School should have its own school-bath. Hundreds of 
schools in America and at Home have such provision. There are schools in our own colony 
more fortunate in this respect than ours." The members of the Committee were of opinion 
that baths were necessary for a school as large as Masterton, but the difficulty was a site. It 
was recognised that it would be an expensive matter to build baths solely for the use of the 
school, and it was thought that the Borough Council, when fixing the site for the Municipal 
baths, might be induced to fix the site in the vicinity of the school, where the children might 
conveniently take advantage of them. A committee, consisting of Messrs Cork, Waddington, 
Fendall, O'Leary and Rev. J. N. Buttle was appointed to interview the Mayor and discuss the 
question of baths with a view to arriving at some conclusion in the matter. ' 
12th July 1907 APPROVED OF BY MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. A circular was 
received at the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, from the 
Wellington Citizens' Bible-in-Schools Committee, who are taking a referendum of the 1,800 
School Committees in the colony with a view to having the Bible read in the New Zealand 
State schools, asking for an expression of opinion from the Committee as to whether they 
were favourable to the Bible being read in schools on the lines set out by the Wellington 
Citizens' Bible-in-Schools Committee as follow: —(1) That the Bible be read as a classic; (2) 
no comments allowed, except geographical, grammatical, and historical ; (3) the State School 
teacher only to supervise the Bible reading; (4) any teacher or scholar having conscientious 
objection may be excused from Bible lessons. It was proposed to get a deputation of parents 
to wait on the Premier during the present session to urge the introduction of Bible reading in 
State schools, and if the Committee approved of the movement, they were asked to appoint 
one or two delegates —committeemen or otherwise —to represent the district on the 
deputation. Mr H. O'Leary said he would support the movement, as, judging from the 
conduct of some boys, a little Bible reading in the school would do no harm. He could not see 
how any objection could be taken to the movement. Mr H. H. Cork said the movement 
seemed to be receiving pretty general support from other School Committees in the colony. 
In answer to a question, the Chairman (Mr R. Brown) said it was proposed to have the Bible 
read during school hours. Continuing, the Chairman said it seemed strange that the Bible 
should be a forbidden book in schools. Sunday school teachers were hampered in their work 
because they could only get about one hour per week to teach the Bible. With regard to the 
question of taking a referendum of the people on the matter, the Chairman said the 
Government had other means in their power to introduce the Bible into the State schools. 
There was nothing to stop the Government from taking a vote of the people on the question 
when the census was taken. The Rev. J. N. Buttle said it was strange that in a country, which 



called itself Christian, there was no chance for State school children to learn something about 
the Bible. The present form in which it was proposed to introduce Bible reading into the 
schools was preferable to what is known as the Nelson system. It surprised him that it was in 
connection with the primary schools that the agitation was for the introduction of the Bible, 
while the secondary schools, or most of them, always had scripture lessons.  
Messrs W. A. Fendall, C. Perry and G. Townsend expressed themselves in favour of the 
movement, which, they thought, could do no harm as long as the Bible was read as a classic. 
On the motion of the Rev. J. N. Buttle, seconded by Mr Fendall, the Committee decided to 
give its support to the movement, and the Rev. J. N. Buttle was appointed to represent the 
Committee on the deputation which is to wait on the Premier with regard to the matter. 
13th July 1907 The Mayor (Mr J. M. Coradine) has arranged for the sub-committee of the 
Masterton School Committee to meet him, this afternoon, and discuss the question of public 
baths for Masterton. The committee hope to arrive at some arrangement whereby the site for 
the municipal baths will be fixed in the vicinity of the District High School. 
15th July 1907 A deputation from the Masterton School Committee, consisting of Messrs E. 
H. Waddington, W. A. Fendall, H. H. Cork, H. O'Leary, W. 11. Jackson, and Rev. J. N. 
Buttle, waited on the Mayor and members of the Masterton Borough Council, on Saturday 
afternoon, with reference to the site for the proposed swimming baths for Masterton. The 
deputation asked the Mayor, when fixing the site for the baths, to take the District High 
School into consideration, so that the children attending the school might conveniently make 
use of the baths. They pointed out the advantages to be gained from the baths being near the 
school.  
The Mayor, in reply, said he could not make- any promises, as the majority of the Council 
would fix the site of the baths. He would oppose however, any more money being spent in 
the direction of baths until the site was definitely fixed. A good site for the baths, and one that 
, would serve all parts of the town  was, he considered, the gravel pit in Dixon Street. This 
was easily drained and was in a good position for a supply of water. The deputation thanked 
the Mayor and withdrew 
19th July 1907 HUGHES SHIELD. HIGH SCHOOL v. GLENGARRY. A match was played 
on the High School Grounds, yesterday afternoon, between the Glengarry and Masterton 
High School teams, and resulted in a win for the  latter by two goals to nil.  
The following were the teams -.—High School Goalkeeper, Miss D. Terry; fullbacks, Misses 
Ivy McKenzie and 0. Dagg; halves, Misses G. Waddington, E. Dagg and D.  Jackson; 
forwards, Misses M. McKenzie, G. Elliott, C. Easthope, A. Jackson, E. Elliott. Glengarry—
Goalkeeper, Miss Evans; fullbacks, Misses de Lisle and E. Miller;  halves, Misses F. Hood, I. 
McKenzie and G. Gordon; forwards, Misses K. McGregor, A. Devenport, J. Scott. W. Logan 
and A. Pike, 
 From the bully-off the High School attacked, but Misses Gordon and McGregor were 
responsible for play centring. Another determined school rush, in which Misses M. 
McKenzie, A. Jackson and E Elliott were prominent, was stopped by Misses de Lisle and 
McKenzie in fine style, and Misses McGregor and Devenport removed play to the centre 
again. Miss Pike took the ball along the wing and some exciting play followed. Misses M. 
McKenzie, E. Dagg and D. Jackson carried the ball down the field, and Glengarry were 



placed on the defence, but good play by Misses Gordon, McGregor, Hood and McKenzie 
prevented a score.  
Fast open play followed in which the forwards of both teams did splendid work. Misses 
McGregor and Scott were next prominent in carrying play into the High School territory, but 
Misses 0. Dagg, D. Jackson, C. Easthope and G. Waddington removed play to the centre. 
Some splendid work by Misses Gordon, McGregor, and Pike placed the High School on the 
defence again, but the School forwards broke away and Glengarry had an anxious time 
defending their goal. Good hitting by the Glengarry backs removed play to the centre. Misses 
C. Elliott, M. McKenzie, E. Elliott and A. Jackson headed another attack on the Glengarry 
goal, but the defence was too good, and Misses Logan, McGregor and Devenport eventually 
carried play to the centre. The remainder of the spell was of an even nature and was keenly 
contested.  
The School team had the best of the second spell and had Glengarry on the defensive for the 
greater part of the game. Misses A. Jackson and E. Elliott scored goals for the School. Some 
good play was shown by the High School forwards during the spell, while for Glengarry 
Misses Gordon, McGregor, McKenzie and Pike were conspicuous. The game ended in a win 
for the High School by 2 goals to nil. Mr B. Iverson was referee. Of the High School 
forwards, Misses McKenzie, Jackson and E. Elliott were perhaps the best, while the backs all 
played well. The Glengarry forwards all played a good game. Of the backs, Misses Gordon 
and McKenzie were perhaps the most conspicuous. 
24th July 1907 SCHOOL CHILDREN'S PREPARATIONS. Today is Arbor Day, but as far as 
Masterton is concerned the day will be kept up to-morrow. Very few adults in Masterton are 
evidently aware that Arbor Day is so close, for nothing of a public character has been 
arranged to mark the occasion. Not so with the children attending the Masterton District High 
School. They have been looking forward to the day for some time past, as the headmaster (Mr 
W. H. Jackson) has arranged that the children shall assist in planting the school grounds with 
trees, and thus confer a benefit for which, no doubt, the children of a few years hence will be 
thankful. To-morrow morning will be spent in preparing the ground for the new trees, and 
between 2 o'clock and 3 o'clock in the afternoon the school children, assisted probably by 
members of the Masterton School Committee, will carry out the work of planting. Trees will 
be planted in three different parts of the schoolgrounds. In the western side of the 
schoolground proper a number of trees will be planted, thus completing the planting all round 
the schoolground. New trees will be planted in the recreation ground to take the place of 
some of the deciduous trees which have died. Then in the agricultural plot there will be 
planted a number of veronicas and also a quantity of strawberries, gooseberries and red and 
black currants. The latter trees will be found useful in the future as it is intended to give 
instruction in the handling and culture of small fruit. 
26th July 1907 or several days past preparations have been in progress in anticipation of the 
celebration of Arbor Day at the Masterton School. To suit the convenience of the School 
Committee the work of planting was postponed from Wednesday, the day fixed by the 
Government for Arbor Day, until yesterday. In the playgrounds a belt of shelter trees 
(photinia serrulate ) to the  number of thirty were planted, and the ground neatly fenced. In 
the recreation ground some twenty deciduous trees (silver birch, sycamore and ash) were put 
in, to replace others that had died oat. In the agricultural plots section, a splendid collection of 



veronicas presented by Mr E. Hale, of the Te Ore Ore Nursery, were planted by a detachment 
of boys under Mr W. M. Easthope. Small fruits (currants, gooseberries and strawberries) 
were planted in the plots which have been specially prepared to give tuition in the proper 
management of these trees and plants. In addition to this the fences have been wired for the 
cultivation of stone fruits on the Espalier system. In all, over a hundred trees, shrubs and 
plants were put in under the supervision of the headmaster and his assistants. 
2nd August 1907  Mr E. C. Isaac, Inspector of Manual and Technical Education under the 
Education Department, paid a visit to the Masterton District  High School, yesterday, and 
inspected a number of the classes. 
2nd August 1907 EKETAHUNA v. MASTERTON HIGH SCHOOL. The ladies of the 
Eketahuna Hockey Club journeyed to Masterton, yesterday afternoon, and played a match 
with the High School girls on the School Ground. The following were the teams: —
Eketahuna—Forwards, Misses A. Anderson (captain), Watson, Marshall, Christensen and 
Seymour; halves, Misses Fogden, Torwick and B. Boyle; backs, Misses Boyle and J. 
Anderson; goal, Miss Kershaw.  
High School — Forwards, Misses C. Easthope, E. Elliott, A. Jackson, C. Elliott and M. 
McKenzie; halves, Misses E. Dagg, D. Jackson and Wilton; backs, Misses I. McKenzie 
(captain) and 0. Dagg; goal, Miss D. Terry. The match was very one-sided. The School girls, 
by their splendid combination and superior knowledge of the game, had a very easy victory, 
and won by ten goals to nil. Good individual play was shown by several members of the 
visiting team, but this was marred by lack of support on the part, of other players. Good, fast 
forward, play was shown by Miss Watson (wing forward), and Miss Anderson (centre). Miss 
Marshall (substitute) played a good game for the visitors. Although such a large number of 
goals were scored, Miss Kershaw defended well and prevented a number of shots being 
recorded as goals. The backs of the visiting team showed up better in stopping the ball than in 
passing and line-work. The Eketahuna Club is a young club but possesses very promising 
material. When its members have learned to play in their positions in the field, and to pass 
and hit with better judgment they will make a good combination. For the High School the 
forwards all played well. Two goals were secured by Miss C. Easthope , and four each by 
Misses E. Elliott and A. Jackson. The School possesses two splendid backs in Misses I. 
McKenzie and 0. Dagg, their stopping and hitting being very effective. Mr J. Bee was referee. 
After the match the visitors were entertained by the School girls. A match will be played on 
the Schoolgrounds, to-morrow afternoon, at 1 o'clock, between teams representing the 
Wellington Terrace District High School and Masterton District High School. 
5th August 1907 The match, played on the Schoolground, on Saturday afternoon, between 
teams representing the Masterton District and Wellington Terrace High Schools, was won 
easily by the local team by six goals to nil. The goals were scored by Miss A. Jackson and 
Miss Easthope (5). Mr J. King was referee. After the match the visiting team was entertained 
at afternoon tea. 
9th August 1907 Messrs J. D. Cruickshank and Co., forwarded for the use of the scholars 
attending the District High School, three parcels of new varieties of seed potatoes, and Mr E. 
H. Waddington  sent a supply of band music forms for the School Drum and Fife Band. 
Votes of thanks were passed for both donations at the meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee last evening. 



9th August 1907 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening. Present 
Messrs -R. Brown (chairman), .T. Carpenter, W. H. Cork, H. J. O'Leary, W. A. Fendall, G. 
Townsend, E. H, Waddington, and Rev. .J. N. Buttle.  
The treasurer reported a credit balance  of £28 16s Id.  
Correspondence was received  from the Education Board in reply to a request that the Clerk 
of Works be instructed to prepare plans for the new door at Main School. It was stated by the 
Secretary of the Wellington Education Board that that body had decided to comply with  the 
request, the Board's contribution not to exceed £15, the amount stated in the application. 
The Secretary of the Wellington Education Board wrote stating that Mr A. W. Hogg had been 
re-elected to the Board unopposed.  
The Secretary of the Timaru School Committee intimated that their school was very free from 
epidemics, and they attribute this to the manner in which the school is cleaned. A quantity of 
sawdust is mixed with sheepdip, and then swept over the floor, gathering all the dust as it 
went. The Committee thought this information would be useful to other Committees in the 
colony. The Chief Health Officer also recommended this method of cleaning schools. 
The Chairman stated that this mixture had been used in the Masterton School for some years, 
and he considered that the school could not be better served in reference to health than it was 
at present. 
The sub-Committee appointed to interview the Mayor in reference to the public baths 
submitted their report. They stated that they had been very favourably received, and the 
Mayor's views were in accordance with their own. 
The Chairman stated that the Borough Council had since decided to erect the baths on the site 
submitted by the Committee, and that in all probability the work would be commenced 
shortly. 
The visiting members stated that the various matters had been attended to at the school. 
It was decided to draw the Truant Officer's notice to the absentee list. 
The visiting members for the month are Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter and Rev. J. N. Buttle. 
Accounts amounting to £32 2s 6d were passed for payment. 
In reply to the Committee's letter of 12th ult., the Town Clerk wrote stating that the footpath 
in Chapel street, at the rear of the school, would be put in hand as soon as the conditions are 
favourable. The Town Clerk also stated that a footpath had been authorised on the east side of 
Chapel street, from Renall -street to Cornwall street. This work it was understood would 
remedy the trouble complained of. 
9th August 1907 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The monthly report of the Headmaster of the 
Masterton District High School (Mr W. H. Jackson) submitted to the meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee, last evening, stated inter alia:—l have the honour to submit the 
following report for the past month Attendance—Main School: Roll, 633 average attendance, 
576; percentage of attendance, 91. Side School: Roll, 179; average attendance, 163; 
percentage of attendance, 91. Secondary Classes: Roll, 74; average attendance, 70; 
percentage of attendance, 94. A very good record of attendance has been made for the month. 
The accompanying absentee report contains a number of names that have often appeared in 
former absentee reports. The school cleaner at the Side School is laid up with a sprained 
ankle. He has obtained a substitute, and he desires the Committee to take into consideration 



the question of payment for this extra labour. On Arbor Day planting was done in the 
recreation ground, in the play grounds, and in the school garden plots in accordance with the 
scheme of work submitted to the Committee. I enclose a report dealing with work to be 
undertaken in connection with the plots for the experimental culture of small fruits. The 
Board's clerk of works paid a visit to the school to-day, in' connection with the provision of a 
door and porch for the northern entrance. He will submit a sketch plan of the work to be 
done. I have received notice that the annual examinations will commence on Monday, the 
2nd prox., several weeks earlier than usual. The term holiday, which should commence on the 
date named, will be postponed for a week. The annual football  match, Wellington Schools v. 
Wairarapa Schools, will be played on Saturday, the 17th instant, at Masterton. The 
Wellington representatives will be the guests of the Masterton boys from the Friday evening 
until the following Monday. After the match the visitors will be entertained at a social 
function, to which the members of the Committee are cordially invited. Coincident with the 
visit of the football representatives, the girls of the School Hockey Club will  journey to 
Wellington for a match with the Terrace High School girls, whose guests they will be from 
the Friday evening till Monday. These exchanges of visits have proved both pleasurable and 
profitable in the past, and they have an educational value. .I have received from Messrs J. D. 
Cruickshank and Co. three parcels of new varieties of seed potatoes, and from Mr E. H. 
Waddington a supply of band music score forms for the School Drum and Fife Band.  
The enclosed report in reference to the experimental plots for the culture of small fruits—
currants, gooseberries, raspberries and strawberries —stated that various material was 
necessary for the erection of structures to protect the plants. Mr Jackson stated that in order to 
make a success of this experimental work the structures are absolutely necessary. This will 
become one of the most valuable of the lessons in the school garden. It was decided to pay 
for the extra labour for cleaning the Side School.  
It was also decided to procure the necessary material required for the experimental plots.  
A vote of thanks was passed to Messrs J. D. Cruickshank and Co. and to Mr E. H. 
Waddington for donations to the school. 
14th August 1907 Would  you inform me, through your paper, if the proposed Lansdowne 
school is  ever to be built; or has the idea been killed outright? There is no question about the 
necessity for the school, and it is brought more forcibly before us by the state of the isthmus 
of slush which connects Masterton and Lansdowne. Those gentlemen who have interested 
themselves in the matter may still be striving to make the school an accomplished fact or may 
be waiting for election time. We get lots of things at election times, especially promises.—l 
am, etc., OSCOTT. Lansdowne, 13th August, l l .!07. 
17th August 1907 The Masterton District High School Girls hockey team journeyed to 
Wellington by the 3.30 o'clock train, yesterday afternoon, to play a match against the 
Wellington Terrace School girls, this afternoon. 
19th August 1907 The Masterton District High School girls' hockey team defeated the 
Wellington Terrace School girls, at Wellington, on Saturday, by five goals to nil. 
19th August 1907 The granting by the Trust Lands Trustees of the area of ground used by the 
District High School as a Recreation Reserve has not proved a misplaced trust. Apart from 
the improvements effected to the ground by the industry of the Headmaster and scholars, the 
direct result of its utility becomes yearly more apparent. The physique of the children 



attending the school has been markedly improved, and this fact was fully demonstrated on 
Saturday, when the Wellington School football representatives met the Wairarapa team. The 
local members of the team were robust and energetic specimens of the genus schoolboy, and 
the Wellington youngsters fared badly in comparison. The girl’s hockey team has also proved 
a brilliant combination throughout season, and on Saturday easily defeated a first-class 
Wellington school team. - The representatives of the Wellington school football team were 
entertained by the Masterton team at a dinner in the Exchange Dining Rooms, on Saturday 
evening. Mr W. H. Jackson, who presided, apologised for the absence of the Mayor (Mr J. M. 
Coradine), Mr A. W. Hogg, Mr R. Brown, and other members of the School Committee who 
were unable to be present. He also spoke of the fine spirit shown by the boys on both sides 
during the match that afternoon and stated that similar matches would be held between the 
two schools in the future, the next to be held in Wellington. Mr A. McKenzie, who is in 
charge of the Wellington boys, also spoke of the good spirit shown by the boys in the match 
that afternoon, and of the interest the teachers had taken in the boys. After the dinner three 
cheers were given for the teachers present ; the Wellington school boys, and the Wairarapa 
boys. The boys, who have been guests of the Masterton school boys, leave for ' Wellington 
by the afternoon train in charge of Mr A. McKenzie. 
3rd September 1907 The attendance at the Masterton District High School during the winter 
months was ninety-one per cent., considered eminently satisfactory by the Inspector, who 
states that the school put up the best winter average of all the schools in the district. 
"Truancy is now practically a thing of the past," stated Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster of the 
Masterton District High School, to a Wairarapa Daily Times reporter to-day. "We do not 
have to deal with a truant scholar once in six months." he said. The reasons assigned by Mr 
Jackson for this desirable state of things were the habits of regularity instilled into the 
children in all matters connected with their school work. The idea of the Truant Inspector 
probably also exercises a salutary influence on the minds of the would-be "wag." 
6th September 1907 The annual examinations of the Masterton District High School will 
conclude this morning. This year the promotion of pupils into higher standards will not be 
made until the end of the year, and accordingly the list of promotions will not be published 
until that time. This is being done in every public school in the province, so a coordinated 
system is made. 
13th September 1907 An additional pupil teacher has been added to the staff of the Masterton 
District High School on account of the increased attendance. 
His Worship the. Mayor (Mr J. M. Coradine), accompanied by Mr W. H. Jackson, 
Headmaster of the Masterton District High School, and Mr M. C. O'Connell, will wait upon 
the Minister for Education (the Hon. G. Fowlds) on Monday, at Wellington, to request a 
substantial subsidy towards the Seddon Memorial Technical School. 
Favourable comment was general among members of the Masterton School Committee, last 
evening, on a clause in the Headmaster's report, stating that the attendance during the month 
had been good, and that no names were on the absentee list. In view of the epidemic of 
influenza, and the prevalence of other sickness, the Committee thought the portion of the 
report referred to a matter for congratulation. 
A circular was read at the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, from the 
New Zealand Bookbinders' and Papermakers' Association, asking the Committee to pass a 



resolution urging upon the Government the desirability of a system of uniform school books 
throughout the colony. The present system, the circular contended, was a great hardship to 
working men, especially with large families. The Committee agreed with the suggestion and 
resolved to bring the matter to the notice of the Wairarapa School Committees' Association, 
which meets shortly. 
13th September 1907 The monthly report of the Headmaster of the Masterton District High 
School (Mr. W. H. Jackson) submitted to the meeting of the School Committee, last evening, 
stated, inter alia:—Attendance — Main School: Roll, 631; average attendance, 581; 
percentage of attendance, 92. Side School: Roll, 182; average attendance, 168; percentage of 
attendance, 92. Secondary Classes : Roll, 74; average attendance, 70; percentage of 
attendance, 93. The Board's Truant Officer paid a visit to the school a fortnight ago. and 
made enquiries regarding a number of cases reported last month. On the. 2nd instant the third 
assistant master resumed duty after an absence of three months on sick leave. The annual 
examination of the school was conducted by Inspectors Fleming and Tennant and occupied 
the whole of last week. The postponed term holiday is being observed this week. A great 
amount of gardening work has been done during the past few weeks. The small fruits plots 
are planted and the protective structures finished. The wall-fruit training work is well in hand, 
and good progress has been made in the planting of the vegetable plots. In connection with 
the asphalting work to be done during the summer vacation, I would suggest that a scheme of 
the work to be undertaken should be drawn up as soon as possible, and arrangements made 
for the supply of the tar. If this is done in good time the work could be commenced at the 
beginning of the long holiday. 1 Several members of the Committee commented favourably 
on the attendance, which, taking into consideration the state of the weather and the amount of 
sickness in the town, they considered extraordinary. The matter of asphalting work was 
referred to the visiting members. who were also authorised to attend to various minor repairs 
in the lavatories. 
13th September 1907 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. There were present Messrs R. Brown (chairman), W. A. Fendall, C. Perry, G. 
Townsend, and Rev. J. N. Buttle. An apology for absence was received from Mr E. H. 
Waddington. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £119 11s  5d. A letter was received 
from the Secretary of the Bible in-Schools League, Wellington, informing the Committee that 
a deputation was being arranged to wait upon the Premier shortly to urge the question of 
Bible reading in the State schools,; and asking the Committee to be represented. The letter 
also contained the following suggestions:—(l) That a typewriter chart be pasted in the 
scholars' looks or hung on the walls of the schools to acquaint the scholars with the use of the 
machine; (2) that simple lessons in book-keeping be given; (3) that the scholars, instead of 
writing composition be allowed to speak the piece to encourage them to articulate properly; 
(4) many schools in the colony are advocating that a chart on which is printed the Ten 
Commandments be hung on the walls of the school and recited once a week by the pupils. 
The Rev. Buttle stated that he had interviewed the Secretary of the League, recently, and the 
latter was not sure when the deputation would wait on the Premier. The present deputation 
was only intended to give the matter publicity, as it was recognised that nothing could be 
done this session. However, before the next general election took place it was proposed that a 
large and representative deputation from School Committees should wait upon the Premier. 



No action was taken by the Committee, pending further information. The other suggestions 
contained in the letter were "received." ‘ 
Accounts amounting to £45 4s 8d were passed for payment.  
Messrs Cork, Fendall and O'Leary were appointed visiting members for the month. 
20th September 1907 The Masterton District High School team defeated the Eketahuna Public 
School Old Boys, at Masterton, yesterday, by 62 points to nil. As the score indicates, 
Masterton had all the best of the game. H. Milne scored thirteen tries, Sutton two, and G. 
Miller and Bray one each. Harvey, Ibbetson, Golder and Rigg each converted a try, and R. 
Miller kicked a penalty goal. Mr C. N. Haslam was referee 
24th September 1907 At a special meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last 
evening to discuss arrangements at the school for celebrating Dominion Day, Mr R. Brown 
presided. The Chairman considered that it would be preferable to hold a short ceremonial at 
the school to-morrow afternoon, as there would not be any display by the Volunteers, and no 
other public function was likely to be arranged. It was not advisable to break in on the 
children's holiday and bring them back to the school. This idea was generally favoured, and it 
was eventually decided to appoint a committee composed of the Headmaster (Mr W. H. 
Jackson) and Rev. J. N. Buttle to arrange a programme of speeches, etc. It was decided to 
commence the proceedings at 2.45 p.m., with the reading of the proclamation. After this,  
short speeches will be delivered by the Chairman of the School Committee, Revs. J. N. Buttle 
and A. T. Thompson. The Rev. A. M. Johnson will be unavoidably absent in Wellington. The 
saluting of the flag will follow, cheers for the King, and the singing of the National Anthem 
will conclude the programme. 
Parents and members of the public will be welcome at the proceedings. 
24th September 1907 At a meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, only one 
application was received for the position of cleaner at the Side School. The visiting members 
of the Committee were authorised to make the most suitable temporary arrangements for the 
cleaning of the school. 
25th September 1907 Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the Masterton School Committee, received a 
telegram from the Premier last evening, stating that the King's proclamation regarding 
Dominion Day would not be telegraphed to Masterton until late this afternoon. On account of 
this, it will not be possible to read the proclamation at the celebrations at the- District School, 
this afternoon, as was intended. 
26th September 1907 Function at the High School. 
Original Programme Interfered with by Boisterous Weather. 
Some Interesting and Appropriate  Speeches 
A number of members of the Masterton School Committee and other prominent citizens 
assembled at the District High School yesterday to witness the ceremonial in connection with 
celebrating Dominion Day. It had been intended to mass the scholars around the flag in the 
school grounds, where speeches would be delivered, cheers given, the National Anthem sang, 
and the flag saluted.. This programme had to be abandoned, however, on account of the very 
boisterous weather which came over about 2.30 o'clock. The children were, instead, massed 
into four class-rooms, and speeches were delivered in each of these class-rooms in turn. 
Mr R. Brown, Chairman of the School Committee, presided, and in his speech to the scholars 
of the secondary department said that the significance of the raising of New Zealand from a 



colony to a Dominion had not yet been thoroughly grasped by the general run of people. He 
considered that Sir Joseph Ward was a very far-seeing statesman, who could see beyond the 
superficial aspect of the present occasion, and he no doubt had a fuller appreciation of the 
Imperial advantage to New Zealand of a rise in status. He thought Sir Joseph Ward deserved 
to be heartily congratulated for his excellent judgment, and hoped the school would pass a 
congratulatory resolution, thus affirming that the present occasion was one over which 
jubilation might justly be made. Mr Brown also referred to the work done by Sir Joseph Ward 
at the Postal Conference, and in other matters where the national interests of New Zealand 
were concerned. 
The Rev. J. N. Buttle, in a fervid speech, said he was very deeply interested in the fact of 
New Zealand taking her place as a Dominion. As a son or one of the earliest colonists, he 
regarded the present occasion with the greatest satisfaction. He knew full-well that a certain 
section of people regarded this latest move of the Premier's with a certain amount of 
amusement,: but the speaker was one who was not ashamed to say that he believed the 
present occasion was a point in the upward march which was lifting New Zealand to a 
position of prominence and power, in the South Seas. It was highly important to member that' 
two of the Empire’s greatest citizens had found New Zealand sufficiently important in their 
estimation to labour within its sphere. These were Sir George Grey and Bishop Selwyn. , The 
great ambition of the latter had always been to foster a great confederation of the South Sea 
island natives. Sir George Grey, too, had breathed forth the same spirit in Australia and long 
before the present Commonwealth had been created Sir George Grey prophesied its 
fulfilment He had, however, never ceased to maintain that New Zealand's destiny was a 
distinct and separate thing from that of the Australian States, and after he held the highest 
position it was possible to attain in the colony, he was content to take a humbler station in the  
colonial house of Parliament to endeavour to accomplish the destiny he believed to be 
mapped out by circumstances for the colony. In Parliament this great statesman had always 
promoted the doctrine of a South Sea Island Federation. The speaker had early this year taken 
a very pleasant and instructive trip in the South Seas, during the course of which he had been 
brought to see more clearly than ever the reasonableness and probability of Sir George Grey's 
idea. The Islands were all within close sail of New Zealand. Already the work of federation 
had commenced, as the Cook Islands were now allied to New Zealand. Recently, in 
conversation with the Hon. W. Hall-Jones, the latter had told the speaker that he believed the 
future of Now Zealand to be much greater than appeared. He wished to impress upon the 
children the desirability of always keeping in the foreground ideas which tended towards 
national advancement and assist the Dominion to take a higher place in the eyes of the world. 
When at Tonga, in conversation with the Rev. H. Watkins, one of the oldest missionaries at 
Tonga, the latter said that federation must come, and with New Zealand at that. It was 
unquestionably only a matter of time when New Zealand and the outlying islands would be 
connected by cable. The eyes of the people of the colony were only really now opening, and 
the advantages offering of more trade and more intercourse generally being taken into 
account. The speaker concluded an interesting speech by remarking that he had every reason 
to heartily support the change of name from Colony to Dominion. 
 The Rev. A. T. Thompson said lie hardly knew whether the occasion was a, birthday or a 
christening day. From the number of clergymen present it was presumably the latter. 



(Laughter). The speaker said he was sure every scholar was capable of appreciating in some 
degree the importance of the occasion. He impressed upon his hearers how desirable it was 
that they should be actuated by motives of patriotic pride in matters relating to their country, 
flag, and home. There was every reason to rejoice over the present raising of status of the 
colony, and the speaker hoped his hearers would always endeavour to uphold the prestige of 
the Dominion.  
Mr H. C. L. Robinson, on behalf of the National League of New Zealand, gave a short 
patriotic address, in which he explained how the League had been called into existence by the 
trend of political matters in the Pacific Ocean. There was, he said, every reason to anticipate 
that battles as great in importance as Trafalgar would be fought in the Pacific, and New 
Zealanders were now hoping to place themselves beyond the position of absolute dependency 
on Great Britain in war time and assume a more self-reliant station. Every boy and every girl 
in the Dominion could assist in the great object in view, and he hoped Dominion Day would 
help to inspire them with that spirit of patriotism so essential to the realisation of the 
Dominion's ideals. 
Master Ronald Miller and Miss Eileen Murray (oldest boy and girl scholars respectively in 
the school) then moved and seconded, "That the scholars of the Masterton District High 
School telegraph congratulations to Sir J. G. Ward on- the proclamation of the Dominion of 
New Zealand. 
26th September 1907 The  Masterton District High School Cadets paraded at 11 o'clock this 
morning, No. 1 Company under Captain Haslam, No. 2 under Captain Bunting, and No. 3 
under Captain Sutton. The Proclamation was read by the headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson), 
after which the New Zealand ensign was hoisted and the Royal Salute given by officers and 
cadets with military precision, followed by ' Cheers for the King." A telegram from Sir 
Joseph Ward to the Chairman of the School Committee was read, intimating that a Dominion 
Commemoration Medal would be struck and one presented to each school child in the 
Dominion. Three cheers were given for Sir Joseph Ward. 
28th September 1907 Wellington Education Board A proposal from the Masterton School 
Committee in favour of uniform school books at cost price was referred to the Minister for 
his consideration. The Wairarapa School Association urged the substitution of -writing pads 
for slates 
A reply is to be sent to the Wairarapa School Association that the Board has not expressed 
general disapproval of the septic tank system but has the matter under consideration. 
30th September 1907 The Wellington Education Board has granted Mr Sutton, of the staff of 
the Masterton District High School, two months' leave on full pay 
11th October 1907 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present —Messrs R. Brown (chairman), J. Carpenter. H. O'Leary, G. Townsend, J. 
C. Perry, H. H. Cork, B. H. Waddington and Rev J N. Buttle.  
The Treasurer's report showed the Committee to have a credit balance at the  Bank of £70 11s 
6d. 
The meeting authorised the Rev. J. N. Buttle, who was appointed a, member of the deputation    
to the Premier on the Bible in Schools question, to delegate his authority, if necessary.  
The headmaster reported as follows: Attendance. —At Main School, 522; Side School, 169 
Secondary Classes, 91 



With the exception of one or two wet days  the attendance for the month has been good. For 
the quarter ended on the 30th  ult., an excellent percentage of attendance was recorded. The 
Side School made 92 per cent., and the Main School and Secondary Classes 92 per cent. 
each. The accompanying absentee report contains only five names. There are no bad cases. 
Two of the pupil touchers were absent last week through illness, and another is absent this 
week for the same reason 
The current session of the Cookery Classes will terminate in about four weeks' time, after 
which the senior girls will e free, and the proposed classes for advanced sewing can be 
inaugurated. In order to obtain a grant under "The Manual and Technical Act," these special 
sewing classes will have to be conducted under the control of the Education Board, in the 
same manner as the cookery classes are. If this is done the classes could be made almost self-   
supporting and no fee need be charged. I would recommend the Committee to ask the Board 
to establish classes for advanced sewing (including dress-making) on similar lines to the 
classes for cookery 
Repairs.—The fence on the eastern side of the Side School front grounds is very much out of 
repair. Fowls find their way through and do a great amount of damage to the scholars 
gardens. The fence at the back girls' play-ground, at the Main School, is also in a bad state. A 
number of the posts have given way, and a portion of the fence -will soon be down unless the 
posts are renewed or stayed. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Townsend, to request the 
Department to inaugurate advanced sewing and dress-making classes, as suggested by the 
headmaster, members considering that the classes would be very valuable. The repairs 
mentioned were left to the visiting members to attend to. 
The visiting members were instructed to procure a report from Mr D. Dobson, C.E., on the 
approximate cost of grading, draining, and asphalting the playgrounds at the Main School. 
Accounts amounting to £41 9s 4d were passed for payment.  
Messrs Perry, Townsend, and Waddington were appointed visiting members for the month 
31st October 1907 Miss Iorns, of Masterton. has been appointed teacher at the Dry River 
School. [South of Martinborough] 
 

1902 605 Masterton Iorns Olive  Female Pupil 
Teacher 

1903 625 Masterton Iorns Olive  Female Pupil 
Teacher 3 

1904 655 Masterton Iorns Olive E  
Female Pupil 

Teacher 3 

1905 711 Masterton Iorns Olive E E5 
Female Pupil 

Teacher 5 
1908 24 Dyer Iorns Olive E D4 Female 
1909 32 Dyer Iorns Olive E D3 Female 
1910 32 Dyer Iorns Olive Evelyn D3 Female 
1911 28 Dyer Iorns Olive Evelyn D2 Female 
1912 28 Dyer Iorns Olive Evelyn D2 Female 
1913 29 Plimmerton Iorns Olive E D2 Female 
1914 29 Plimmerton Iorns Olive E C2 Female 
1915 30 Plimmerton Iorns Olive E C2 Female 



1917 49 Plimmerton Iorns Olive E 
C-
63 Head 

1919 595-96-157 Masterton Iorns Olive E C-
59 Assistant 

1921 505-100 Masterton Iorns Olive E C Infant Mistress 

1923 497 Masterton Central Iorns Olive E C-
116 Infant Mistress 

1972/46347 Iorns Olive Evelyn 20 November 
1885 

 
1923 Is as far as my records go for teachers as Government stopped publishing them then 
1906 and 1907 were spent at Training College 
15th November 1907 COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Nothing could have been more illustrative of the progress that the cookery classes at the 
Masterton District High School have made than the complimentary dinner that was given by 
the senior girls to the members of the School Committee and male teachers of the school last 
evening. In all about seventeen guests sat down to dinner, the headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) 
presiding. The classes have only been established within the last two years, and then success 
has been beyond expectations. The menu included soups, fish, entrees, poultry and joints of 
various kinds, and also puddings, sweets, salads, tea and coffee. Five members of the class 
acted as waitresses. The cooking was excellent, and the table decorations formed an attractive 
feature. 
The chairman took the opportunity of explaining to the company that the dinner had been 
arranged to allow the committee to see what progress the lasses were making and to give the 
girls a partial opportunity of knowing how to serve a dinner as well as showing what they 
could do in the kitchen. The selection of the various dishes had been left to the girls 
themselves,, and they had arranged the tables under the supervision of the instructress, Miss 
Talbot, whose work, in instructing the pupils, the speaker characterised as splendid. One of 
the features of the school was the splendid manner in which the cookery classes had been 
equipped. This gave the pupils every opportunity of learning all branches of cookery, and it 
was the rule that every girl, from the Fourth Standard onwards, should learn cooking. The 
school possessed the largest number of cookery classes of any State school in the dominion. 
Mr Jackson mentioned that this was only one branch of the special work that was being done 
at the school. He also instanced the agricultural plot, where the boys were instructed in 
agricultural and botanical matters, and the school cadets where military instruction and rifle 
shooting was carried on. He added that the Masterton school also possessed the largest cadet 
corps of any public school in the dominion. 
Short speeches were made by Messrs R. Brown, C. Perry, W. A. Fendall and Rev. J. N. 
Buttle, who congratulated Miss Talbot and the pupils" on the excellent dinner they had 
prepared and served and expressed pleasure at being present at such a gathering. Three cheers 
were then given for the headmaster, Miss Talbot, and the pupils, and the gathering adjourned. 
15th November 1907 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held, last evening, and was attended by Messrs R. Brown (chairman), W. A. 
Fendall, J. Carpenter, H. H. Cork, H. O'Leary, E. H. Waddington, C. Perry, and Rev. J. N. 
Buttle. The treasurer reported a credit balance of £56 0s 11d.  



It was decided to refer to the headmaster the matter of making formal application to the 
Education Board for the establishment of advanced sewing and dressmaking classes at the 
school. Mr D. Dobson, C.E., submitted a plan for grading, asphalting, and draining the school 
playground, and estimated the cost of the work at £315. The committee decided to proceed 
with the draining of the storm water at once and instructed the visiting members to attend to 
the matter of grading the ground preparatory to the asphalting work.  
A report was received from the Inspector of Schools on his recent visit to the Masterton 
District High School, in which he described the organisation of the school as splendid. The 
committee decided to place on record its appreciation of the excellent results disclosed in the 
report and the capabilities of the teaching staff. The Inspector also reported that overcrowding 
of pupils was apparent in one of the class rooms. 
The committee instructed the visiting members to enquire into the matter and see what could 
be done. The question of making another entrance to the school grounds to relieve the 
congestion on the present exits after the dismissal of the classes, was also referred to the 
visiting members to report upon.  
Messrs Brown, Carpenter and Rev. Buttle were appointed visiting members for the month. 
The headmaster reported as follows —Attendance Main School —Roll, 594; average 
attendance, 496; percentage of attendance, 84. Side School—Roll, 197; average attendance, 
167; percentage of attendance, 84. Secondary Classes—Roll, 97; average attendance, 90; 
percentage of attendance, 93. Measles and influenza have caused a decrease in the attendance 
during the last few weeks. The epidemic appears to be now on the wane, and the attendance 
is improving. Every care is being taken in connection with the. cleaning and disinfecting of 
the class rooms. An additional assistant mistress is being added to the staff, in accordance 
with the provisions of the scale of staffs regulations. The school has become entitled to this 
increase of staff mainly through the excellent average attendance, which has been over 92 per 
cent, of the roll number for the past three quarters. The cookery classes have now completed 
their sessions for the year. A very successful course of work has been gone through in all the 
five classes. Owing to the closing of the Lansdowne range, our school cadets are unable to 
proceed with their class-firing. The private range at Fernridge is not available for the use of 
our boys. This means that our three corps will be unable to earn their capitation this year, 
unless special arrangements can be made. When I have obtained fuller information than I 
now possess regarding the miniature ranges recommended by the Government for school 
cadets, I will submit a scheme to the committee for their consideration. In the meantime I 
shall try to arrange for the use of the Fernridge range to enable our boys to qualify this year. 
The Board's truant officer visited the school last week and inquired into all cases of irregular 
attendance. I have therefore no absentee report to present this month.  
Accounts amounting to £28 7s 6d were passed for payment. 
15th November 1907 Miss A. Jackson, daughter of Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the 
Masterton District High School, who recently passed her first year's examinations at the New 
Zealand University, while still attending the local High School, was highly complimented 
upon her success by the members of the school committee last evening. It was considered 
Miss Jackson's success reflected the greatest credit, not only on herself but also on the 
teaching staff at the school, and the committee, at their meeting last night, decided to place on 
record their appreciation of the fact. They congratulated Mr Jackson both as a headmaster and 



a parent, as this is the first occasion in Masterton that such a distinction, under similar 
conditions, had been gained. It was incidentally stated that Miss Jackson had never been 
absent from school on one occasion since she started. 
16th November 1907 Owing to the closing of the Lansdowne range, Masterton school cadets 
cannot proceed with their class firing. As the Fernridge range is a private one, and is not 
available for the schoolboys, the corps of cadets cannot earn their capitation unless special 
arrangements can be made. The headmaster, Mr Jackson, will try to obtain the use of the 
Fernridge range until a permanent ground can be secured. 
22nd November 1907 Wellington Education Board at the meeting of the Education Board, 
yesterday, the copy of a report from Mr Isaac, Inspector of Technical Schools, on the result of 
an inspection and examination of elementary agricultural and cookery classes was read. At 
Masterton District High School the teachers' class under Mr W. C. Davies and classes under 
Misses Williams and McLandress showed 59 on the roll and an attendance of 48. At 
Greytown the attendance was 16. The results in every case were satisfactory. The Inspector 
reported having examined the cookery class at Masterton under Miss Talbot and the 
agricultural classes at Makomako, Clareville, Carterton, Mauriceville and Kaipororo 
excellent work being done in every case. The Board decided to authorise the holding of 
teachers' classes under Mr Davies during the holidays. Mr Hogg referred to the over-crowded 
condition of the Masterton School and suggested the construction of an additional class-room 
during the approaching vacation, as provision is to be made for a new school at Lansdowne, 
which will probably relieve the District High School. It was decided to postpone any 
enlargement in the meantime. A resolution was passed instructing teachers not to insist on the 
substitution of writing pads for slates. 
6th December 1907 Miss Bradbury, of the Hukanui School, has been promoted assistant 
teacher at Masterton, and Miss M. Clark, of Masterton, has been promoted assistant mistress 
at Fernridge. 
12th December 1907 DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
THE EXPERIMENTAL GARDENS  THE PAST YEAR'S WORK, 
WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 
HIGHLY GRATIFYING RESULTS IN ALL SECTIONS 
SUBSTANTIAL TRIBUTE TO HEADMASTER'S PRACTICAL ENTHUSIASM 
During the past year very considerable improvements have been effected in the experimental 
gardens in connection with the Masterton District High School, and some Highly interesting 
and important experiments have been conducted by the Headmaster, Mr W. H. Jackson, 
whose mature experience as a first-class horticulturist has been of incalculable benefit in such 
an important country school. A Wairarapa Daily Times reporter paid a visit to the grounds 
last evening, to glean some information respecting the past year's work, and to note the  
progress made since the gardens were last reported on some twelve months back.  
THE BOTANICAL SECTION. Mr Jackson was busy with the hose when the reporter entered 
the garden, and the natty appearance of the botanical section, which occupies the front  
portion  of the grounds was a very prominent feature of the entrance view. There is a well-
kept oval lawn in the foreground, dotted with Native shrubs, including the rangiora, kowhai, 
topitopi, ramarama, and New Zealand holly. There are two side plantations, bordered with 
grass edging, and in this plantation is a grand assortment of thriving young New Zealand 



forest trees and shrubs, including rimu, totara. ngaio, karaka. tataka, nikau (New Zealand 
palm),and a splendid collection of Native veronicas. Along the wired walls trailing Native 
climbers and kowhais have been planted. To give colour to the Native plant life, there has 
been worked out a pretty colour scheme in sweet peas. A conspicuous object iv the botanical 
section is Dr Levinge's transit instrument for calculating time by the sun's altitude. The visitor 
cannot avoid being struck by the general neatness of the whole plantation, and the well-kept 
lawn planted in a velvet coat of Chewing's fescue. The walks are well gravelled, and it is 
apparent  that during the year the boys have worked very industriously iv improving and 
completing this pretty section of the gardens. 
 THE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE GARDENS are also conspicuously neat and tidy, and it is 
hard to say what part one admires most on entering—the lusty looking potatoes or the 
luscious-looking fruits. The experimental point must not be forgotten—that is, that 
everything is worked out on a very definite basis. The plots are divided into 33ft by 11ft 
areas, equal to the 120th part of an acre. The result "per acre" of any experiment is obtained 
by the easiest of mental calculations, the number of ounces of seed, manure and crop per row 
being made to work out in cwts "per acre." 
The first prominent feature of this section is the wire-netted enclosure in which are planted 
various fruits needing protection from small birds. There are two plots completely covered by 
5/8 mesh wire-netting, 6ft high, and here very valuable time is spent by the boys in acquiring 
knowledge on the subjects of handling small fruits, pruning, selection of varieties, planting, 
and so forth. In one plot there are planted twelve varieties of currants—'red, white and 
black—six varieties of gooseberries, four of strawberries, and three of raspberries. The 
bushes and plants are all in mathematically correct rows, and—most desired of all—loaded 
with promising fruit. Signal success has attended Mr Jackson's efforts, and the magnificent 
strawberries testify to his ability as a gardener, as in other parts blights have worked complete 
ruin to strawberries. The unpromising nature of the soil at the outset must not be forgotten 
either, and the boys who receive tuition at Masterton School should run kitchen gardens of a 
highly scientific and productive order later in life. 
A few remarks on the subject of the best varieties of different fruits, etc, according to the 
schoolboys' experiments are sure to be of interest to readers, as Masterton is well dotted with 
amateur gardens. Among the strawberries it was found that Cresswell's seedling, a new 
variety, throve almost marvellously, and easily eclipses in all respects the Sharpless, Sir 
Joseph Paxton and Mount Vernon varieties. It is a treat to see the beautiful leaves and healthy 
appearance generally of the Cresswell's seedlings and the pressman sampled a large berry and 
found it delicious Economy is the guiding principle of the gardens, and wire netting is used to 
train tomatoes, climbing cucumbers, peas, and other plants of a like nature. The value of the 
netted inclosure is also shown in connection with experiments in growing for seed. A very 
interesting point in this respect is that a new variety of garden pea, Carter's "Quite Content" 
marrowfat, was presented to the scholars by Mr Robert Lee, Chairman of the Education 
Board. Out of thirty seeds planted in the netted enclosure twenty-nine are now towering four 
feet high, looking fine and healthy, though only planted late in October. 
In raspberries comparative experiments proved the superiority of Superlatives over Hornets 
and Northumberland Fillbaskets—another point for local growers. 



The cry of potato blight has not emanated from the school gardens, that is evident, as a finer 
and more robust garden of tubers it would be difficult to find anywhere. As potato cultivation 
is a very important matter in these days, and the hitherto imperturbable "spud" has of late 
developed a tendency to chronic ailments, needing an excessive amount of nursing, the - 
Headmaster has directed special attention to varieties and their cultivation. There are in the 
gardens the Factor, Royal Kidney, Scottish Triumph, British Queen, Evergood, Cooper's 
Market. Eldorado, Cooper's Firstcrop, Northern Stars, Up-to-date, Early Rose, Redskin, and 
one or two other varieties. The first row is manured with a complete manure of blood, bone 
and super. The others, with variations in the kinds and quantities, for the sake of comparison, 
and it is readily conceivable that a valuable work is thus accomplished. Some potatoes have 
no manure at all and the effect on the vitality is very striking. 
The root crops grown are parsnips, carrots, turnips, of as many varieties as possible, while in 
peas and beans there are nearly a dozen varieties put in.  
HOW PEAS AND BEANS ARE CULTIVATED. The growing of peas is done in a most 
ingenious and effective way, and horticulturists should adopt the clever idea in vogue at the 
school garden. The rows are planted eighteen inches apart, and are covered with an arched 
mesh not, about a foot high, "and curved at the ends. Small birds have no chance with the 
seed or young plants, which, when eight or ten inches high, are uncovered. The netted arch is 
then placed between the rows, and the haulm is trained to grow over the netting. This is 
accomplished by means of stakes and binder twine, placed on the off-side of the plants, 
which keep the peas from leaning on to the netting. The trench under the netting is then 
flooded with water, which thus evenly distributes itself among the roots, while considerable 
time is also saved in watering. 
The climbing beans are also an effective and artistic feature of the garden landscape, 7ft 
totara rods an inch square are crossed at the sides of a plot, about three inches from their top 
ends, a bar is laid along, and binder twine is stretched in many lines up and down the 
framework on to lower bars. The beans climb the twine, and the great feature is that when the 
frost comes the late beans are protected (being inside) by the foliage on the outside, and they 
thrive in spite of the frost.  
A SIMPLE GARDEN DRILL. The seed drill is a marvel of cheapness and simplicity. It 
consists of a simple length of baton, three inches by one inch, and on the edge is a tongue , 
3/8  of an inch deep. The tongue is pressed into the ground by a boy walking on the back of 
the drill, and it insures-an absolutely true and even row and depth, and uniformity of 
cultivation, and is above all, cheap.  
THE ESPALIER SYSTEM OF FRUIT CULTURE. One of the most up-to-date and striking 
methods of stone-fruit culture is the Espalier or cordon system. This is the training of trees to 
grow on wires in horizontal, vertical, or fanlike shapes. At the school garden practically the 
whole of the interior fence space has been wired with seven strands of No. 12 wire, and on 
this is being worked out what promises to be a striking example of the great Espalier system. 
The headmaster has combined utility with art in the highest degree, and when the system has 
attained fruition his efforts should be rewarded by a very fine display of stone fruit trees. 
Where there are no stone fruits growing on the wires, tomatoes and sweet peas are climbing 
upwards, and no space whatever is lost.  



THE GERMINATING HOUSE. The germinating or seedling house is a compact and well-
designed structure 30ft  by 10ft, with glass roof and sides, the interior of which is arranged 
with staging to hold the  pots and seed beds. The early life story of many plants is graphically 
illustrated in this delightful chamber, and the system in vogue is very up-to-date. The young 
plants are pricked out into tiny paper pots, and after reaching a safe age are transplanted out 
of the pots into their outside quarters, the pots unstrapping and allowing of the earth being 
removed with the plant. The result of this system is that the loss of seedlings when planted 
out is almost nil. There are over 300 of these paper pots in the germinating house holding 
every variety of plant which the garden contains. A lesson in seed-saving is given in the 
planting of various seeds from the school's own trees in the main grounds. 
THE TOOL HOUSE is replete with with every class of garden utensil, and each set is 
ticketed and numbered, corresponding with the plots. There are in this house bins of various 
manures of all makes and kinds, including basic slag. Noticeable are the knapsack vermorel 
sprayer, scales, and great array of trowels and forks. 
An adjunctory department is the barrow-house, where six barrows, bearing evidences of the 
hard wear they have suffered through the stony nature of the ground, find their quarters. Here 
also are the agricultural lime bins, and some extremely important apparatus.  
THE SPROUTING FRAMES. By the medium of these it has been discovered that the cause 
of a great deal of the disease in potatoes is attributable to bad seed. The potatoes are placed 
end up in the sprouting trays, which are of wood and occupy very little floor space, and are 
allowed to sprout, and get a good start before being planted. The advantage is that bad seed 
can be detected immediately, and a sound healthy crop is assured. How valuable the idea is 
may be gauged from the fact that several parcels of expensive seed potatoes put in these 
frames proved either wholly affected with blight or dry rot or so much so as to be practically 
worthless. Potato-growers would be well advised in adopting this method, as their tubers not 
only get a good start of the frosts, but they are assured of a healthy crop.  
SPRAYING OPERATIONS form an important branch of the horticultural curriculum, and 
the schoolboys know full well how valuable the spray is to a garden when judiciously used. 
They have unimpeachable crops and yields of everything in the gardens, and not a blight or 
other pest disturbs the quiet of plant life in their domain. The value of the gardens from an 
experimental standpoint is incalculable, and the work of the Headmaster and his scholars in 
the horticultural department is of the highest order, and just what is wanted in an up-to-date 
country school. 
13th December 1907 The overcrowded state of some of the rooms in the primary department 
of the Masterton District High School was brought under the notice of the Hon. G. Fowlds, 
yesterday, by a deputation consisting of Messrs R. Brown. W. H. Jackson and Rev. J. N. 
Buttle, on behalf of the school committee. They explained that  the want of accommodation 
in the primary department was caused by the encroachment of the secondary classes into the 
former department, owing to the departmental regulations as to staffing the secondary classes. 
The Minister, in reply, said it would be better if the committee applied to the Education 
Board for more accommodation, and the Board sent the application on to him. It would then 
be dealt with as soon as the department was in a position to do so. 
The ordinary meeting of the Masterton School Committee, which was to have been held last 
evening, lapsed for want of a quorum. 



There are three companies of cadets at the Masterton District High School, and since the 
Opaki Rifle Range has been closed by order of the Defence Department the cadets have been 
unable to carry on class firing in compliance with the departmental regulations. As there is no 
other range available and the efforts of the headmaster to procure a miniature rifle range have 
been so far unsuccessful, the cadets are in danger of losing their capitation. These facts were 
placed before Hon. G. Fowlds, yesterday, by Messrs R. Brown, W. .Jt H. Jackson and Rev. J. 
N. Buttle, representing the Masterton School Committee. Mr Fowlds, replying, promised that 
in such a case the department would not be too 'literal with regard to the regulations as to 
capitation. 
13th December 1907 MINISTERIAL VISIT TO MASTERTON. 
A BUSY FORENOON 
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL AND OTHER PLACES OF INTEREST. 
Accompanied by Mr Hogg, M.P., and Mr J. M. Coradine, Mayor of Masterton, the Hon. G. 
Fowlds and his Private Secretary, Mr Crowe, made a tour of Masterton yesterday morning. 
They proceeded in the first instance to the Main School where they met Messrs R. Brown, 
Rev. J. N. Buttle and Mr E. H. Waddington, members of the School Committee. 
Mr W. H. Jackson, Head Master, gave the Minister of Education an opportunity of seeing the 
primary and secondary pupils in the school and on the playground. Some time was spent iv 
inspecting the work that is being carried on in the garden attached to the School. The Minister 
expressed pleasure and surprise at the nature and practical character of the instruction in 
orchard, kitchen gardening and general farm operations which the young people, under the 
direction of Mr Jackson, are receiving. Mr Fowlds also expressed satisfaction with the 
equipment of the senior rooms. The opening of which, together with the Solway Home, 
constituted about the last public function performed by the late Mr Seddon in New Zealand. 
Leaving the High School the Minister of Education w:\s taken to the fish ponds, where he 
saw some fine trout weighing as much as 15 lbs……………………. 
14th December 1907 The Masterton. District High School Committee. recently , made 
application to the Wellington Education Board for 'permission to establish a. sewing class of 
a. more advanced character than that proscribed by the standard regulations. The following is 
a report, prepared by the Board's chief inspector (Mr. T. .R. Fleming'), upon the question :— 
"Dressmaking and plain needlework, more advanced in character than that required by 
standard regulations, can be taught in standards 5 and 6, and in secondary classes.  
To claim a capitation of 5s. per annum on each unit of average attendance instruction must be 
given for 40 hours during the year, no lesson to be less than one hour, but, may be longer. 
The number of pupils at each lesson must- not exceed 35, It is very doubtful, whether the 
capitation that would be earned by schools able to comply with the above conditions would 
pay for the services of a competent peripatetic teacher. The best method is for the work to be 
undertaken by a member of the staff; the capitation thus earned would pay for the necessary 
material and apparatus, and also supplement the salary If as the Masterton committee states, 
no member on the present staff is qualified for the work, I feel sure there are some members 
who would very- soon .qualify after a few lessons from a competent' instructor. This 
suggestion was adopted in another district high school, and the fees and expenses- incurred 
by the teacher were paid out of the capitation earned by the class.. But if this method be not 
adopted, some competent needlewoman in Masterton might be appointed at a salary that 



could be paid from the capitation earned by the class. This, might be arranged by the 
committee and the headmaster, and  the arrangements forwarded, for the confirmation of the 
board. It is probable that in a town like Masterton as competent a needle woman would be 
found as any the board might appoint. But the preferable course is  to appoint a member of 
the. staff to do the work."  The board resolved that the. inspector's report be forwarded to the 
Masterton committee. 
17th December 1907 Mr H. J. O'Leary, received a telegram yesterday, stating that his son, 
Humphrey, had been successful in passing the final examination for the LL.B. degree. At 
yesterday's meeting of the Masterton School Committee a resolution was passed placing on 
record the committee's satisfaction at Mr O'Leary's success. 
17th December 1907 EDUCATION BOARD UNSYMPATHETIC, 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held last evening, the Secretary of the 
Wellington Education Board wrote with regard to the proposal to enlarge the District High 
School buildings. The letter stated that as it was probable that a school would be established 
at Lansdowne before next winter, it would be desirable to postpone the question of enlarging 
the High School until it was seen what effect the new school at Lansdowne would have on 
the attendance at that school.  
The committee considered that some urgent steps should be taken to alievate the present 
over-crowding of the building, and it was not thought that the establishment of a school at 
Lansdowne would have any effect on the attendance at the High School. One member 
mentioned that the over-crowding of the rooms was affecting the teachers as well as the 
pupils, as it was only yesterday afternoon that one of the teachers had fainted in one of the 
overcrowded rooms. It was decided to again bring the matter before the Education Board 
with a request that something should be done, and that Mr Hogg, M.P., be supplied with a 
copy of the resolution. 
17th December 1907 ORDINARY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held yesterday afternoon, there being present: Messrs R. Brown, (chairman), 
J. Carpenter, E. H. Waddington, C. Perry, G. Townsend, H. H. Cork, H. O'Leary, and Rev. J. 
N. Buttle.  
The treasurer reported a credit balance of £27 13s 5d.  
With regard to the establishment of advanced sewing and dress-making classes at the school, 
the Education Board wrote assenting to the establishment of such classes, provided that the 
instruction is undertaken by an instructor on the staff of the school, or, if not, then by an 
outside instructor for an amount paid from the sewing capitation. The committee decided to 
refer the matter to a sub-committee already appointed to ascertain the probable number of 
pupils that would form a sewing class, whether a suitable teacher could be procured, and if 
the Trust Lands Trust would be willing to assist in the formation of the classes. 
 Messrs Cork, Fendall and O'Leary were appointed the visiting members for the month. 
|Accounts amounting to £19 9s 2d were passed for payment. The Headmaster's monthly 
report was as follows:—Roll attendance, Main School, 597; average attendance, 516; 
percentage of attendance, 88. Side School, 197; average attendance, 147; percentage of 
attendance, 75. Secondary classes, 92; average attendance, 84; percentage of attendance, 91. 
The attendance at the Main School has now nearly recovered from the effect of the measles 
epidemic. The Side School attendance is suffering most at the present time, the percentage 



being only 75 as against 92 last month. I am glad to be able to report that the epidemic has 
practically run its course. The infant room attendance at the Main School has made a 
wonderful recovery. Last month there were 71 children absent at the same time out of a roll 
of 172 on account of measles and influenza. Last Week the total number of absences was 
seven. One assistant and three pupil-teachers . have been absent from duty during the month, 
the first named on account of measles, and the others on leave to attend examinations. Miss 
Clark, pupil-teacher, has been promoted to the position of assistant at the Fernridge School. 
Owing to decreased accommodation in the primary department in order to provide a third 
room for secondary work, two standard classes have to be crowded into one room much too 
small for the number of scholars. An additional room is urgently needed. I should be glad if 
the committee will arrange with the Board, as early as possible for the establishing of the 
proposed classes in dress-making and advanced sewing. The classes will be unable to qualify 
for capitation unless started fairly early next year. The completion of the borough swimming 
baths will now make it possible to establish classes in swimming and life-saving in 
connection with our school. I would suggest that the committee appoint a subcommittee to 
co-operate with me in arranging with the Borough Council regarding terms and hours for the 
use of the baths in connection with the swimming classes. I desire to thank the committee for 
their congratulatory letters to the staff and myself in connection with the work of the school. 
Messrs Fendall, Cork and Rev. Buttle were appointed a committee to arrange  with the 
Borough Council regarding the terms on which the school children will be allowed to use the 
public swimming baths 
18th December 1907 A pleasing function took place at the residence of Mr G. S. W. 
Dalrymple on Monday afternoon, when the members of the Masterton School Fife and Drum 
Band paid a visit to that gentleman on the occasion of his 80th birthday. The boys were 
accompanied by the headmaster and played a number of selections. Mr Jackson offered 
congratulations, stating that but for Mr Dalrymple the Band would not have been formed. 
Refreshments were handed round to the boys, after which Mr Dalrymple returned thanks for 
the honour done him by the lads, and heartily complimented them on the progress they had 
made with their musical studies. Cheers were given by the boys for Mr Dalrymple and his 
household, and the gathering dispersed. 
The Masterton State Schools will break up for the summer vacation  to-morrow. 
20th December 1907 Willie Corlett, one of the third standard boys of the Masterton District 
High School, has been in the Masterton Hospital for some months, and has had several 
operations performed. His class-mates very kindly thought of the poor boy and made up their 
mind to send him from his class a Christmas present. Boyish intuition decided them in 
making their gift a good Waterbury watch, with his name engraved on it, and a chain. Three 
of his class-mates were deputed by the boys to make the presentation, viz., Norman Rawson, 
Isaac Wybs and Leonard Corlett. These lads journeyed to the hospital yesterday afternoon, 
after the breakup, taking with them a handsomely bound boys' book from the headmaster, as 
well as the watch and chain, for their class mates.  
Miss M. Clark, who has, been promoted from the pupil teacher staff of the Masterton District 
High School to as assistantship at the Fernridge School, was presented with a silver mounted 
glass jar, yesterday, by the girls of her class.  



The scholars of the Sixth Standard class, at the Masterton District High School, presented 
their teacher, Mr C. N. Haslam, with a handsome silver-mounted wallet pocket-book, at the 
break-up, yesterday, as a token ,of the good feeling the scholars entertain towards him, and in 
appreciation of his hard work with them during the year. 
20th December 1907 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
GOOD ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES 
The Masterton District High School and Side School broke up yesterday afternoon  for the 
Christmas holidays. The Chairman of the School Committee, Mr R. Brown, and Mr H. H. 
Cork attended and presented the certificates issued by the Education Department for good 
attendance. To obtain a first-class certificate a scholar is required to attend every time the 
school is open during the year. A margin of five half-days is allowed in order to qualify for a 
second class certificate In several cases scholars have attended the whole, or nearly the whole  
of their school life without losing attendances, while in many cases certificates have been 
earned for a number of years in succession. The following is a list of the names of certificate 
winners for the past year:— 
SECONDARY CLASSES. — First class certificates — Sidney Jackson, 11 years; Dorothy 
Jackson, 11 years; Amy Shaw, 5 years; Christina McKenzie, 4 years; Aileen Murray, 4 years; 
Jessie Campbell, 4 years; Arthur Wheeler. Second-class certificates —Alice Campbell, 3 
years; Herbert Bray, 2 years; Lexie Green; Christina Weston; Constance Evans; Hector 
Milne; Wilfred Hampton; Reginald Lord. 
Standard VI. — First-class certificates—Myrtle Reed, 5 years ; Richard Chappell, 4 years ; 
Joseph Ewington; 4 years ; William Wagg, 3 years; Hazel Fuller; Dorothy Jorgenson. Second 
class certificates—Elsie King. 3 years, Easter Miller, 2 years; Doris Lett; Stanley Harding. 
Standard V —First-class Certificates : Richard Webber, (5 years; Jessie Miller, 3 years; 
Grace Tooby, 2 years; Reginald Cairns, 2 years; William Lawrence, 2 years; Berry Leach, 
Christopher Tait. Second-class Certificates: Alex McKenzie, .5 years; George Wagg, 3 years; 
Percy Fly, 3 years; Kate Shaw, 3 years; Lauder Thompson, 2 years; William Terry, 2 years; 
Doris Bentley. 
Standard IV.—First-class Certificates : Frank Henson, 4 years; William Lenz, 4 years; Roy 
Brunton, 3 years; Minnie Wallis, 2 years; Olive Cook. Second-class Certificates: Myrtle Had. 
ley, 4 years; Arthur Whittaker, 4 years; Burnett Brunton, 2  years; Bertie Harrod, 2 years. 
Standard III.—First-class Certificates: Eunice Wyber, 3 years; Isaac Wyber. 2 years; Eric 
Tooby, 3 years; Roy Gardner, Bruce Morton, Frank Hoar. Second-class Certificates : 
Henrietta Brooks, 3 years; Agnes McCormack, 3 years; Alice Golder, 3 years; Eva Lenz, 3 
years. 
Standard II— First-class Certificates: Lily Lumley, Clementina McKay, Hector Geange, Alan 
Reed. Second-class Certificates : Mabel Budd, Fanny Pond, Myrtle Cairns, Walter Peterson, 
William Leach. 
Standard I.—First-class Certificates : Ivy Colo, Douglas De Castro. Second class Certificates: 
Leta Budd, Lily Holmes, Leslie Henderson, Eric Lord, George Wilson, Harold Varnham, 
Frederick Thompson. 
Infant Classes.—First-class Certificates : James Wyber, 3 years; Ethel Leach, 2 years; Bertie 
Edgar, 2 years; Richard Geange, 2 years ; Jessie Leach, Robert Whit-taker, Otto Yates. 



Second class Certificates: Alfred Lenz, 2 years; Cecil McCormack, 2 years; Charles 
Whittaker, Fred. Corlett, Bertie Fox, Walter Jepson, Norman Jepson.  
SIDE SCHOOL. Standard ll.—First-class Certificates : Archie Lee, 2 years ; Violet Hoffeins, 
Ethel Madeley. Second-class Certificates : Edgar Barrett, 3 years; Stanley Moor, 3 years; 
William Candy. 
Standard I.—First-class Certificate: Charles Wellington. Second-class Certificate: Alice 
Chesterman. 
Infant Classes.—First-class Certificates: Constance Kavanagh, Nathaniel Miller. Second-
class Certificates: Grace Wellington, James McCurdy, Arthur Candy. When it is remembered 
that a severe epidemic of measles and influenza has prevailed during the year, the above 
results are creditable to scholars and parents. 
21st December 1907 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The Very Rev. Dean McKenna wrote 
complaining of the public school boys trespassing on the sections in Chapel street leased by 
him from the Trust. The writer stated that he was paying rent for the sections and was entitled 
to the exclusive right to them.—The matter was referred to the School Committee to settle 
with the writer. A sum expended by the writer on repairing a broken fence was deducted from 
the rent. 
The Secretary of the Masterton School Committee wrote asking the Trust to grant a lease of 
the house belonging to the Trust near the school. The letter stated that the Committee had 
been previously promised the first refusal of the cottage. 
Mr Jackson explained that the cottage was desired for a residence for the custodian of the 
school. 
The Trustees granted the cottage to the Committee at a yearly rental of £25 a year. 
23rd December 1907 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
ANNUAL EXAMINATION LIST OF PROMOTIONS 
It has been arranged by the Education Boards and Inspectors that in all the schools in the 
Dominion promotions from standard to standard shall be made at the end of every year. In 
accordance with this scheme the final term examination at the Masterton District High School 
has just been completed. The following is the list of passes into higher classes.  
FREE PLACES IN HIGH SCHOOL OR TECHNICAL SCHOOL.  
Standard Vl.—Proficiency Certificates.—James Ah Lop, Richard Chappell, Elsley Cook, 
Joseph Darvill, Meredith Ewart, Joseph Ewington, Hugh Fraser, Percy Fraser, Arthur Golder, 
Stanley Harding, Hans Hartmann, Jack Hirschberg, James Hourigan, Rankin McCaw, Henry 
Montgomery, John Morton, Alfred Pauling, Rupert Payne, Stanley Pragnell, Horace Terry, 
Guy Wagg, William Wagg, Harry Whitton, Clarence Walker, Herbert Wimsett, Reginald 
Yarr.  
Girls'—Gladys Bannister, Jessie Barker, Ethel Braggins, Florence Briden, Mary Campbell, 
Myra Cresswell, Nora Cook, Florence Ewington, Jessie Exell, Lucy Fowlds, Hazel Fuller, 
Mary Hatch, Dorothy Jorgensen, Elsie King, Doris Lett, Easter Miller, Florence Payne, 
Gertrude Petersen. Myrtle Reed, Berta Scott, Alice Snellgrove, Ivy Wilton, Edith Varnham, 
Esmee Waddington.  
Standard Vl.—Competency Certificates. —Ernest Flaws, Horace Flaws. Ferdinand 
Hartmann, Herbert Smith, Henry Williams, Louisa Boyd, Annie Cullen, Dorothy Hounslow, 
Ina McColl, Millie Norman, Harriet Thompson. 



Promoted to Standard Vl.—Bertie Ah Lop, William Archer, Harry Bannister, Olive 
Blackmann, Ken Braddock, Fred Buckthought, John Candy, Reginald Cairns, William 
Christian, Morris Currin, Bruce Dixon, Albert Dobson, George Forman, Roy Falloon, Percy 
Fly, Wynton French, Ivan Gray, David Heggie, Arnold Hadley, Edward Jepson, Charles 
Jones, Edward Lawrence, Harold Lett, Horace Lewin, Douglas Mackersey, Alex McKenzie, 
James McFarlane, Stanley Murphy, Donald McColl, Ormond Nicoll, Vincent Norman, 
George. Peters, John Pinhey, Stanley Porter, Frank Rickards, Roy Richards, Stuart Ross, 
James Riddell, George Saker, John Swanson, Stanley Sreeves, Phillip Shaw, William 
Stewart, James Sutherland, Richard Te Tau, Willie Terry, Roy Tait, Landers Thompson, 
Reginald Wilton, George Wagg, Richard Webber. Robert Wise, William Wood, Walter 
Martin, William Dalrymple.  
Girls.—Florence Billington, Doris Bentley, Sybil Cameron, Connie Cook, Myrtle Devenport, 
Minnie Dixon. Clarice Graham, Grace Greathead, Nilla Hyde, Olive Henderson, Annie 
Hood, Natalie Hill, Annie Irvine. Doris Johnson, Jessie Joy, Vera King, Gladys Lett, Berry 
Leach. Olive Lord, Jessie Miller, Dora Pinhey, Cora Ralph, Alma Reynolds, Kate Shaw, 
Grace Tooby, Millie Townsend. 
Promoted to Standard V.—Boys Fred Ackerman, Louis Butcher, Burnett Brunton, Roy 
Brunton, Frank Blackman, Norman Cairns, Norman Buckthought, Hugh Buckthought, 
Thomas Christie, William Currin, George Cooper, John Dighton, Alfred Easthope, Harold 
Falk, Stephen Gough, Joseph Gray, Frank Henson, Frank Henry. Ormond Hooper, Thomas 
Harding, Denis Hourigan, Nelson Hendry, Victor Holmes, Charles Hoffeins, Alex Irvine, 
John Hunter, Leslie Johnson, Lawrence Johnston, Victor Jones, William Lenz, William 
Langley, Patrick Leahy, Harold Martin, Calvert Moore, Albert McCormack. Alex McKenzie, 
Edwin Meredith, Edward Marryatt, Edward Perry, Edward Pelling, Frank Stains, Ivan 
Sutherland, Cyril Sykes, Norman Sutherland, Gordon Sutherland, William Te Tau, Cyril 
Varnham, Percy Wimsett, Eric Wickens, Leslie Warner, Roy Wrigley, Arthur Dalrymple, 
Herbert Newcombe.  
Girls —Pearl Allsworth, Olive Andrews, Rita Adams. Daisy Barker, Olive Cook, Lily 
Cameron, Brenda Cross, Effie Cant, May Hart, Myrtle Hadley, Florence Holmes. Zella 
Henry, Mary Henson, Olive Joyce, Eveline Jones, Rayne King, Lizzie Cavanagh, Ilean  
Maxted. Eveline Minifie, Lizzie McFarlane, Ruby Pinkney, Ethel Pond, Alma Perry, Eileen 
Pinhey, Marjorie Robertson, Ivy Shackleton, Dorothy Sutherland, Mabel Saker, Alma 
Stockley-Jones, Winnie Truscott, Amy Vaughan, Minnie Willis, Maud Williams, Myre 
Wickens, Gwendoline Thomas. 
Promoted to Standard IV.—Boys  Arthur Andrews, Arthur Andrew, William Annau, George 
Ah Lop, Leslie Barclay, Herbert Biggs, Cecil Birss, David Buckthought, Langley Braddock, 
Frank Cairns, Leonard Corlett, Richard Cameron, Howard Devenport, Alfred Davidson, 
Victor Davis, William Deadman. Jack Eliot, Alan Fuller, Maurice Fly, Roy Gardner, Peter 
Hartmann, James Harris, Alfred Hollings, Douglas Harding. Roy Hounslow, Frank Hoar, 
Howard lies, Harold Jepson, Leo Jackson, Cecil Johnson, Leo Keisenberg, Hamilton Logan, 
Lincoln Murray, Bruce Morton, William McArley, James McArley, William Oliver, Robert 
Peterson, Walter Peterson, Stafford Pinhey, Sidney Pragnell, George Pember, Norman 
Rawson, Herbert Reardon, Robert Sutherland, Oswald Sykes, Frank Snell, Eric Tooby, 



Clarence Tyacke, James Tornquist, Herbert Tornquist, Cecil Williams, Archie Williams, 
Herbert Wood, Isaac Wyber, Cyril Wright.  
Girls—Aileen Archer, Ethel Brickell, Hattie Brooks, Rahel Ballantyne, Odosca Blockley, 
Alma Carpenter, Elma Chapman, Una Coster, Vida Dixon, Lillie Easthope. Violet Ewington, 
Alice Golder, Edna Graham, Ivy Graham, Marion Hayes, Anastatia Hourigan, Daisy Hart, 
Ruth Hausmann, Lily Jorgenson, Aileen Judd, Verna Knowles, Agnes Kavanagh, Eva Lenz, 
Gladys McKenzie, Dorothy McKenzie, Alice McCormack, Clarice Maxted, Doris Madeley, 
Ruby Maltby, Pearl Pond, Lily Pauling, Alma Pickering, Dulcie Rollo, Agues Rees, Violet 
Reardon, Violet Rayner, Elsie Robertson, Lena Shackleton, Lizzie Stringer, Corrie 
Thompson, Ruby Thompson, Evelyn Trudgeon, Olive Wilton, Eunice Wyber, Maggie 
Cameron, Myrtle Ridgway.  
Promoted to Standard III.—Boys Noel Cook, George Drake, Alfred Drake, Lawrence Franks, 
Alfred Fox, Hector Geange, Reginald Graham, Leslie Howell, Philip Hollings, Guy Holmes, 
Gordon Johnson, William Leach, Harold Miller, William Morris, Albert Pulford, Walter 
Peterson, Alan Reed, Traill Ross, Lawrence Sykes, Fred Thorne, Frank Yalden, Frank Reid. 
Girls — Mabel Budd, Bernice Billington, Nita Blockley, Lucy Barker, Dorothy Butcher, 
Eileen Croxon, Myrtle Cairns, Eileen Clark, Ada Deane, Hilda Davidson, Annie Dighton, 
Edith Harding, Grace Hooper, Eva Hausmann, Isabel Judd, Dorothy Kelliher, Doris King, 
Lily Lumley, Amy Lyttle, Christina McMaster, Clementina McKay, Fanny Pond, Nella 
Pragnell, Violet Sillars, Emily Thompson, Kathleen Thomas, Queenie Tarr , Olive Volheim, 
Adella Wilson, Eileen Wilton, Ethel Welch, Elsie Yarr. 
Promoted to Standard ll.—Boys Eric Candy, Harry Cole, Donald Christie, Wyndham Cook, 
Francis Cross, David Clark, Douglas De Castro, Percy Davidson, George Harding, Leslie 
Henderson, Hector Hendry, John Hourigan, Eric Lord, Patrick Lee, Archie King, Fred Keen, 
John McMaster, John McFarlane, Harold Montgomery, Rupert McKee, Harold Varnham, 
Hannon Thompson, Richard Tyacke, George Wilson, Arnold Cork, Harold De Castro, Alfred 
Henson, Stanley McEwen, Mervyn Nicol. Girls—Lilian Archer, Leta Budd, Olive Cross, 
Vera Chapman, Ivy Cole, Dorothy Cant, Isla Ewart, Phyllis Falloon, Trilby Falk. Rose 
Herdman, Lily Holmes, Clara Leach, Mary McGregor, Gladys Miller, Daphne Stockley-
Jones, Mabel Hooper, Hilda Webb, Doris. Webb, Florence Wells, Edna Welch, Annie 
Hausmann, Ivy Dighton, Lilian Pember, Bhan Nairn, Nettie Hart, Nellie Kendall, Ethel 
Leach, Essie Morris. Lexie Pownall, Agnes Vowless, Ream Woodward. 
Promoted to Standard I—Boys Fred Billington, Reginald Cook, Alex. Dowling, Bertie Edgar, 
Bertie Fox, Richard Geange, William Grantham, Walter Jepson, Norman Jepson, John Judd, 
Ernest Lee, Alfred Lenz, Colin Mackersey, Cecil McCormack, Clifford Miles, Edgar Moore, 
Leonard Price,. Fred. Tarr, Eric Volheim, Alfred Wood, James Wyber, Percy Yalden, Otho 
Yates, Eric Fendall, Philip Elsmore, Clarence Meredith. Girls—Agues Chappell, Mabel 
Chappell, Grace Christie, Connie Corlett, Rita Falloon, Gladys Hunter, Annie Kerr, Florence 
Kerr, Alice Leach, Gertie Morris, Doris Remington, Alice Wagg, Doris Wilkes.  
SIDE SCHOOL. Promoted to Standard III.—Boys— Edgar Barrett, Maurice Cronin, William 
Candy, Raymond Cresswell, Leonard Davis, Robert Davey, Daniell Davey, Ernest Dobson, 
Frederick Fabian, Willie Kavanagh, Archibald Lea, Clarence Miller, Stanley Moor, Wilfred 
Payne, Garnett Permain, Ernest Ralph, Arthur Saker, Jack Tait, Record Te Tau, Victor Valler. 
Girls—Eiola Andrews, Pearl Cooper, Eileen Ewington, Violet Field, Violet Hoffeius, Doris 



Hollings, Eva Hodgins, Muriel La Roche, Ethel Madeley, Eila Perry, Lily Simonson, Jennie 
Stains. 
Promoted to Standard  ll.—Boys— Frederick Awdry, Alfred Cameron, Harold Deadman, 
Reginald Deadman, Ernest Easthope, Walter Garrett, George Hayes. Claude Hodgins, Harry 
McCurdy, Cecil Martin, Olive Pederson, Clarence Pickering, Geoffrey Wooding, Charles 
Wellington. Ralph Wheeler, George Perry.  
Girls— Violet Annan, Frances Ballantyne, Winnie Barrett, Alice Chesterman, Madge 
Gardner, Gladys Hale, Doreen Jackson, Mary McKenzie, Florence Pinhey, Myrtle Williams, 
Lily Gordon, Constance Kavanagh, Daisy Maxtor!, Christina Peters, Queenie Porter. 
Promoted to Standard I.—Boys— Walter Andrew, Robert Andrew, Eric Chesterman, Arthur 
Candy, Roy Flaws, Philip Gruchy, Walter Hoar, Clarence Hodgins, Stanley Johnson, Robert 
Keen, Rudolph Lawrence, Cyril Porter, Arnold Townsend, George Mitchell, Stanley Dixon, 
Robert Graham, Nathaniel Miller, Harold McKenzie, Robin Reubin. Girls—Mary Beale, 
Lilian Barker. Elsie Cragg, Edith Compton, Elsie Deadman, Dorothy Duggan, Frances Davis, 
Elsie Edmonds, Nita Fabian, Ivy Garrett, Roby Jackson, Vera Judd, Bessie yon Keisenberg, 
Adela McCurdy, Florence McCurdy, Beryl Payne, Mabel Osier. 

1908 
1908 836 Masterton Jackson William H D1 Headmaster £375 $58,789 
1908 836 Masterton Haslam Charles N C1 Assistant Master £245 $38,409 
1908 836 Masterton Wolff Rosabel E1 Assistant Female £200 $31,354 
1908 836 Masterton Bunting Nelson D2 Assistant Master £190 $29,786 
1908 836 Masterton Sutton Howard H D3 Assistant Master £170 $26,651 
1908 836 Masterton Munro Isabella E1 Assistant Female £145 $22,732 
1908 836 Masterton McGregor Lois D2 Assistant Female £125 $19,596 
1908 836 Masterton York Mary  Assistant Female £108 $16,931 
1908 836 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth E2 Assistant Female £105 $16,461 
1908 836 Masterton Hogg Ellen C E2 Assistant Female £95 $14,893 
1908 836 Masterton Hogg Fay M  Female Pupil Teacher 5 £55 $8,622 
1908 836 Masterton von Kaisenburg Ern  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,622 
1908 836 Masterton Compton Winifred  Female Pupil Teacher 2 £50 $7,839 
1908 836 Masterton Campbell Alice  Female Pupil Teacher 2 £35 $5,487 
1908 836 Masterton McKenzie Ivy D2 Female Pupil Teacher 2 £35 $5,487 
1908 836 Masterton Wilton Rubina  Female Pupil Teacher 2 £35 $5,487 
1908 836 Masterton Bee M A John G A1 Secondary   
1908 836 Masterton McLandress M A I B2 Secondary   
1908 836 Masterton Williams B A Ethel B2 Secondary   

7th January 1908 The examinations for the Senior Civil Service and Teachers' C. and D. 
certificates commenced in the Masterton District High School yesterday, when thirty 
candidates presented themselves. Rev. A. M. Johnson and Miss Gillespie are the supervisors 
10th January 1908 A deputation from the Masterton School Committee will shortly approach 
the Borough Council to urge that school-children should be permitted to use the public 'baths 



free as it is considered by the .committee that the children should be given every 
encouragement to learn to swim. 
16th January 1908 Permission was given the Masterton School Committee to carry a drain 
under the footpath on the south side of Russell street to drain the school premises subject to 
the work being done to the Acting-Engineer's satisfaction.  
20th January 1908 Miss Ivy Iorns, who has received an appointment under the Wanganui  
Education Board, leaves Masterton on Friday to take charge of the Manutahi School, situated 
in the Taranaki District. Miss Iorns, who was very popular as a pupil teacher at the Masterton 
District School, has since undergone study at the Wellington Training College, and her many 
friends will wish her every success in her new appointment. 
22nd January 1908 MASTERTON'S FIRST SCHOOL 
OLD MASTERTON SCHOOL DAYS 
SOME STRAY REMINISCENCES 
(By "Old Boy.") 
Thirty-five years ago, the school at which the youth of Masterton received their education 
was an insignificant affair, compared with the present pretentious iustitutiou. Theu a builchug 
of about 18 x 12 sufficed for that purpose and occupied the site on which now stands the one-
time Druids' Hall, opposite Levin and Oo.'s building. Big, sturdy youths, whose cheeks in 
some cases bore something more than a suspicion of hair, came long miles from Opaki, Te 
Ore Ore, Upper Plain and elsewhere to receive instruction in the three R's from a Mr Robert 
Morton of those days. I remember those "old boys" well —more particularly in Mr Skipper’s 
time. Level Russell, Roger Renall, and Jim Welch, Archie Thompson, Harry Yates. 
"Geordie" Bruce, Johnnie Morris, Tod and Charlie Bannister were conspicuous amongst 
them. Discipline was not counted of much value in those lax days. But if we did not make 
much progress in our scholastic studies, we did in other things. Football and cricket had not 
yet allured us with their charms, so bur exuberant energies found expression iv the mysteries 
of the "noble art." Pugilism, in our imagination, over-topped everything else in importance. 
What was a fellow who knew grammar or "sums" in point of importance to a fellow who 
could fight? As a consequence of this sentiment, many and tough were the battles chronicled 
amongst us. The spot now occupied by the Masterton Institute was the old battle-ground, 
where many pairs of doughty champions, often carefully coached by "Tβ;]," decided the 
vexed question of which was the better man One battle stands out distinet iv most of our 
memories of those days. It was the historic contest of Roger Renall and Level Russell. What 
tremendous excitement prevailed when it was known that the championship of the school was 
to be decided between these two great heroes. Not for worlds would any of us have missed 
this battle of the giants, and with what grim earnestness did wo watch the varying chances of 
the combat, which ended in Russell being acclaimed the victor. It was indeed a famous 
battle—this great Waterloo of our school days, from which long years afterwards all previous 
and snbsequent events were dated. While Mr Skipper allowed us a free hand in regard to our 
doings in the playground, he placed no very great restraint upon our actions within the 
school. 
At certain seasons a Mr Toomath— an lnspector in connection with the old Proviocial School 
Board—would come along and put us through our "facings," but the result was generally a 
matter of little concern to us. Occasionally local magnates would drop in to see us. A familiar 



figure in those days was Mr Henry Bannister, whose stern eye and loud voice we all stood in 
awe of, and sometimes with reason. Another familiar figure was a Mr Kelliher. who 
frequently dropped in —not always to inspect us, but too frequently to lodge a well-grounded 
complaint at some annoyance we had occasioned him; for the boys of that period, like those 
of the present, were not too considerate for the claims of age. I well remember when the 
meaning of the term ''larrikin" was explained for the first time at the Masterton School. Mr 
Kelliher had come iv this time, not for the purpose of making a complaint, but to inspect us, 
for he took some interest in our scholastic development, despite out , rudeness to him, and 
amongst the questions lie addressed to us was the meaning of this particular term. As up to 
the present time it had formed no part of our vocabulary it proved a "poser," and all our 
various guesses were wide of the definition. At length we gave up, and the. strange word 
was-, explained by Mr Kelliher so clearly that some of ns feared that he would complete his 
elucidation by indicating fierfcain concrete examples before him —which fortunately he 
didn't. With the exit of Mr Skipper, Mr Pilkington appeared on the scene. The latter 
gentleman was in all respects the antithesis of the former, with the result that form soon 
appeared out of chaos. Accustomed to a condition of things bordering on anarchy we Old 
Boys did not at first take kindly to the new regime; but we survived the change and it proved 
ranch to our advantage. A few of the Old Boys have passed "beyond the veil," a few have 
scattered widely over the face of the earth, "but the majority are still in this trict—prosperous 
farmers most of them-—and all sterling settlers, seldom averse to recounting items of ancient 
history—more particularly those of Mr Skipper's time. 
22nd January 1908 When the classes at the Masterton District High School re-assemble after 
the Christmas vacation, lessons in swimming and life-saving will be added to the curriculum, 
and in order that these may be a success, the head master and the School Committee are 
anxious that the school children, when t under proper supervision, should have free use of the 
baths. To this end Rev. J. N. Buttle, Mr C. Perry and Mr W.. H. Jackson waited on the 
Borough Council last evening and urged the free use of the baths to the children who would 
be sent to the baths in batches under their masters or mistresses as the case may be. Mr 
Jackson, head master o£ the -Masterton-School, £ said- he thought he would be able to make 
the present schedule of hours suit for this season at least. The Council unanimously resolved 
to allow the school children free' use of the baths when in charge of their teachers. 
3rd February 1908 The following list contains the names of the Masterton candidates, 
arranged in order of merit, that have passed the Civil Service Junior examination, held in 
December, 1907. Forty-one pupils sat and thirty-six passed, which is very creditable. The 
supervisors were Miss Gillespie and Rev. A. M. Johnson, M.A. :—Arthur yon Keisenberg, 
Albert Rigg, Constance Elliott, John Harvey, Eleanor Herdman, Hector Milne, Thomas 
Beard, Dorothy Jackson, Edith Miller, Ronald Miller, Henry Huston, Janet Russell, Albert 
Selby, Ross Burridge, Aileen Murray, Arthur Wheeler, Herbert Bray, Eunice Oliver, Mary 
Burke, Mary Stevens. The following are among those who passed the examination :—H. M. 
Harvey, S. R. Edwards, Olive Dagg, Minnie Hare, V. A. Sutton, W. F. Dudson, F. B. 
Knutson, L. McMaster, T. Harvey. The following is an additional list of candidates who, in 
the Civil Service junior and senior free-place examinations, satisfied the requirements for 
senior free places:—Kathleen Bright, M. C. Hodge, A. P. Lewis, Mary McKenzie, Mary 



Murray, A. P. Roydhouse, Rubina Wilton. Seventeen of the successful candidates belonged 
to the Masterton District High School, fourteen of whom passed with credit. 
5th February 1908 ' Miss Iorns, who has been appointed teacher at the Dry River School, 
entered upon her duties on Monday last  This is Olive Irons: school officially called Dyer 
School 
6th February 1908 Masterton is to be congratulated upon the fact that no fewer than four of its 
District High School pupils have succeeded in obtaining senior scholarships from .. the 
Wellington Education Board, as being among the first ten of the successful candidates at the 
recent examinations for Senior Board Scholarships or Senior Free Places. One of the 
candidates headed the list, a second was fifth, a third sever.th, and the fourth tenth. Altogether 
nine Masterton District High School students succeeded in passing the examinations—a most 
gratifying result. It demonstrates the high character of the instruction given in our local High 
School and reflects credit upon the teaching staff. The District High Schools of the province 
have all shown up well in the examinations, and the names of no fewer than seven candidates 
figure among the first ten on the list of passes. 
6th February 1908 The Wellington Education Board has allotted senior Board scholarships to 
the first ten among the successful candidates at the recent examinations. The names are: —
Mary Edith E. Murray, Masterton District High School; Robert W. McConnell, Petone 
District High School; Hilma Fogelberg, Wellington Girls' College; Mary Boyne McKenzie, 
Masterton District High School; Edna < ; F. Greatbach, Petone District High ". School; 
Arthur 0. von Keisenberg. Masterton District High School; John Edmund Mills, Petone 
District Hi«n School; Jessie Tolley, Wellington Girls' College; Albert Bell Rigg, Masterton 
District High School 
12th February 1908 he scholars attending the Masterton District High School received their 
first instructions in swimming yesterday afternoon, when four squads, each of fifty boys, put 
in au appearance at the Dixon-street Baths, under the supervision of their masters. Each 
detachment was given half-au-hour's instruction. There is no compulsion in the matter of 
attending the Baths for swimming lessons, but every boy above the third standard is anxious 
to learn, and little difficulty is experienced iv teaching the boys, as a number can already 
swim, and they are of assistance to the masters in teaching the others. Girls' swimming 
classes will probably be conducted on Mondays and Wednesdays, the days least required by 
the adult female swimmers; but it will be necessary to take the girls iv smaller squads, as 
fewer of their number can swim. As far as possible, it is intended that every boy and girl iv 
the upper classes shall take lessons, for which no charge will be made. 
12th February 1908 Mr J. G. Bee, senior assistant master in the secondary department at the 
Masterton District High School, left hurriedly on Saturday afternoon last for Oamaru, to 
which place he had been, summoned by telegraph on account of the serious illness of his 
mother. 
13th February 1908 EDUCATIONAL 
WHAT THE DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOLS ARE DOING. 
MASTERTON SCHOOL ON TOP, 
The result of the recent examinations, lately published, conclusively demonstrates the high 
character of the work performed by the State schools. Iv the Senior Board scholarships, the 
colleges and district high schools iv the Wellington district appeared in active competition 



Out of ten scholarships the district high schools carried off seven, while the collegiate 
institutions secured only three. Masterton figures very creditably, carrying off four 
scholarships, including the top winner with 70 points to spare. The numbers were —
ftlasterton 4, Petone 2, Terrace 1, Boys' College 2. Girls' High School 1 For the Jnuior Civil 
Service Examination, 17 were presented from Masterton and all passed, 14 with credit. For 
Matriculation, 10 were presented from Masterton, 9 passed, 0 passing with credit. One pupil 
from Masterton secured a first year's pass for University work. This was Miss Aidrey 
Jackson, daughter of the headmaster, and it may be added that her younger sister, as the result 
of eleven years' work, never missing a day, lias risen herself from the Infant class to the 
University. 
13th February 1908 Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster of the Masterton District High School has 
been in charge of the principal school here about twenty years, and he reckons that some ten 
thousand children have passed through his hands. Most of those he is able to trace are carving 
their way in the world wonderfully well. 
13th February 1908 PROGRESS OF LANSDOWNE. 
THE NEW SCHOOL TO COST NEARLY THREE THOUSAND POUNDS 
Mr Hogg, M.P., has received intimation that a sum of £"3850 has been authorised for the 
construction in brick of a new school afc Lansdowne. Plans of the .school have been prepared 
and adopted. It will provide accommodation for two hundred and twenty children, and 
besides class-rooms will contain a central hall capable of being partitioned off into two 
apartments. The building is to be constructed on modern lines and will contain the latest up-
to-date conveniences. Situated in a central position, on a fine large site oxtending from the 
main road to the river, the school will be quite an acquisition to a rapidly-grow-ing suburb. It 
is not intended that the new school should injuriously affect the Masterton District High 
School, which at present is doing excellent work, and stands, as regards efficency and 
examination results, second to no school in the Wellington Education District. The extension 
of the suburban population across the Waipoua River has made the school at Lansdowne a 
necessity, and the large number of families now resident there is a guarantee that it will be 
well supported. The design will enable the building to be extended as the demand for 
increased accommodation becomes apparen 
 
15th February 1908 The Masterton School Committee's monthly meeting was held on 
Thursday evening. Present — Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. J. O'Leary, H. H. Cork, W. A. 
Fendall, C. Perry, Q. Townsend, and the Rev. J. N Buttle 
The Chairman's action with regard to the Aquatic Sports was approved. The Treasurer's 
statement, and inward correspondence were read. With regard to the removal of a certain 
partition iv the school and the construction of a new doorway as a safety exit iv case of fire, 
the visiting members w ere instructed to confer with the headmaster. 
Respecting the desired extra accommodation iv the school it was determined that the matter 
must stand over till the Board has had time to consider it 
A vote of thanks to the Borough Council for the use of the Swimming Bath was unanimously 
carried. Mr Fendall urged the desirability of the younger children being taught swimming at 
the Baths, as the bigger ones had' other opportunities, and most of the older boys could 
already swim. Mr Cork .spoke to the same effect. 



It was unanimously resolved to express the thanks of the Committee to the headmaster and 
the great satisfaction felt by the members at the results of the recent examinations, as shown 
iv the headmaster's report, and also at the unique fact of there being no absentees during the 
quarter. Accounts amounting to £-30 9s lOd were passed for payment. The Chairman stated 
that he had received many complaints respecting the constant changes of the books used iv 
the Board schools, which entailed a continual drain upon the pockets of the parents, many of 
whom could ill afford it. He suggested that the matter should be brought under the notice of 
the. Wairarapa Teachers' Association. 
Mr Fendall said that iv his experience iv a certain school-board's district, there had been four 
inspectors in three years, each of whom went iv for a change of books. There had been an 
outcry, "but the Board would not move. 
A member said he could hardly believe the constant changes were due to mere fads on the 
part of inspectors. 
Mr Cork said that the inspectors liked to have up-to-date books, and the members of the 
boards were not experts, and so yielded to the inspectors' suggestions 
A member said that he knew that, iv certain cases, full sets of all new school books were sent 
by the publishers to inspectors. Other members expressed opinions to the same effect, and it 
was unanimously resolved that the Committee protest against the constant changes iv the 
school books and requests the Wairarapa Teachers' Association to consider the question, and 
instructs the visiting members to inquire as to what Readers are iv use in the schools. 
A discussion ensued as to the mnppropriateness of certain books in use, and it was stated that 
at least iv some cases hints in advance were given to certain booksellers, who secured stocks 
of books ready for  changes. Mr Cork complained that the books on geography contained a 
minimum of information as to New Zealand, and that that information was often incorrect. 
With regard to a eetrain gate, alleged to have been broken by a person employed by the 
Committee, the visiting members were instructed to inquire. Messrs Perry, Townsend, and 
Waddington were appointed visitors for the month. 
HEADMASTER'S REPORT. Attendance—Roll at Main School, 648, average 579; at Side 
School, 198 and 176; at secondary classes 69 and 65 
School re-opened after the summer vacation with an p.xjellent attendance and a full staff. 
I enclose a copy of a report made by me to the Board, at the request of the Secretary, on -the 
accommodation available at the Main School, and the roll of the classes. 
The organisation of the classes, as indicated in the report, is the most satisfactory I have been 
able to arrange since the inauguration of the secondary department, some six years ago. Up to 
the present I have had to take, from the primary accommodation a room for secondary work. I 
find it impossible to do this any longer and have converted the cookery room into a 
temporary class-room for one of the A permanent room for this class is absolutely necessary, 
or the cookery classes cannot be continued. It is much to, be regretted that the new building 
contains only two class-rooms, instead of three. The opening of the Lansdowne School will 
ease some of the lower classes, but cannot, of course, meet the need of the secondary classes. 
The free use of the Municipal Swimming Bath having been granted for classes of pupils, 
accompanied by teachers, has enabled me to inaugurate classes for swimming for all pupils 
above Standard 111. On Tuesday afternoons, four classes of boys, from the senior secondary 
class to Standard 111. will occupy the bath in squads of fifty, from 1.30 to 3.30, each squad 



being given a lesson of half an hour. On Monday afternoons and Wednesday afternoons 
squads of girls will receive instruction. Iv the case of the girls the squads will be made small 
as very few can swim. The girls will be in charge of the senior female teachers, and iv 
addition will be assisted by lady swimmers, who have volunteered their services to help to 
teach the girls. 
I have great pleasure in submitting to the Committee the following report on the special 
examinations held in December last. 
Matriculation Examination. — Six pupils passed this examination, and in every case with 
credit. That is they obtained, a pass iv the solicitors general knowledge examination, on their 
work in the matriculation examination. These pupils are now qualified to enter the 
University. Seventeen pupils entered for the Civil Service Junior Examination. The whole of 
them qualified, fourteen of them being placed in the credit list. Two of the successful boys 
have been offered Civil Service cadetships at &05 a year each. The whole of these seventeen 
pupils are entitled to Senior Free Places, with free secondary education until they are nineteen 
years of age. Nine pupils entered for the Senior Board Scholarships, open to scholars under 
sixteen years of age, and which are tenable for two years, at £40 a year, if the winner is 
compelled to live away from home; or £5 a year if not compelled to live away from home. 
All the v i n c qualified in the examination, the four standing highest in the list having 
scholarships awarded to them. The place of honour in this examination was won by a pupil 
from this school with a good margin of marks to spare. The examination for these 
scholarships is open to the Colleges, High Schools and District High Schools iv the whole of 
the Wellington District. In the Junior National Scholarships nine pupils from this school 
qualified, the one standing highest on the list, having a scholarship of £40 awarded to him, 
tenable for two years, if compelled to live away from home; 
or £5 if not-compellld to'live awi\y from home. 
The total maximum value of the scholarships won by the pupils of this school in the above 
examinations amounted to MOO. There are no names' on the absentee report this month. 
15th February 1908 he attendance at the Masterton District High School during the past 
month has been as follows:—Main School, roll 648,, average attendance 579, percentage of 
attendance 90; Side School, roll 198, average attendance 176, percentage .of attendance 90; 
Secondary Classes, roll 69, average attendance 65, percentage of attendance 94. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held on Thursday evening, Mr 
R. Brown presiding. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £25 lis 7d. Messrs Perry, 
Townsend and Waddington were appointed visiting members, and they were instructed to 
make an effort to have the younger boys at the school taught swimming. The Committee 
expressed very great satisfaction at the success of the scholars attending the school at the 
recent examinations, and decides to congratulate the headmaster and staff at the result. A 
resolution was passed strongly protesting against the serious and unnecessary expense 
inflicted on parents by the recent changes in school books, and deciding to bring the matter 
under the notice of the School Com.nittees' Association, and the Education Board. 
15th February 1908 DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS. 
HEADMASTER'S REPORT. 
In his monthly report to the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, on Thursday 
evening, Mr W. Jackson, headmaster of the District High School, gave the following 



particulars concerning the success of the pupils attending the school in ~the various 
examinations held in December last: — Matriculation Examination. Six pupils passed this 
examination, and in every case with credit, that is they obtained a pass in the •Solicitors' 
General Knowledge Examination, on-their work in the Matriculation Examination. These 
pupils jTare now qualified to enter the University. Civil Service Junior Examination. —
Seventeen pupils entered for this examination. The whole of ihein qualified, fourteen being 
placed in the credit list. Two of the successful p: boys have been offered Civil Service 
cadetships at £65 a year each. The whole of these seventeen pupils are entitled to senior free 
places with free secondary education until they are ninteeeti years of age. 
Senior Board Scholarships.—-Nine pupils entered for these scholarships, •open to scholars 
under 16 years of age, and which are tenable for two years, at £4O a year if the winner is 
compelled to live away from home, or £5 a year if not compelled to live away from home. All 
the nine qualified in the examination, the four standing highest in the list having scholarships 
awarded to them. The place of honour in this examination was won by a pupil from this 
school with a good margin to spare. The examination for these scholarships is 1 open to the 
colleges, high schools and district high schools in the whole of the Wellington district. Junior 
National Scholarships.—ln this examination nine pupils from this school qualified, the one 
standing highest on the list having a scholarship of £40 awarded to him tenable for two years, 
if compelled to*live away from home, or £5 a year if not compelled to live from home. The 
total maximum value of the scholarships won by the pupils of this school in the above 
examinations amounts to £400 
24th February 1908 The report of the ordinary meeting of the Masterton Trust Lands; 
Trustees, held on Friday evening, was crowded out of our issue of Saturday. Among the 
business done, which was chiefly of a routine nature, was the granting of a scholarship 
allowance of £40 to B. Syverston, the scholar of Masterton District High School who recently 
passed his matriculation and solicitous' general knowledge examinations. The scholarship is 
to be granted only on condition that three years' terms are kept and the lad satisfies the 
Trustees as to his diligence 
26th February 1908 It is not often that a girl under the age of eighteen years sits for a senior 
scholarship and the matriculation examinations in the same sitting, and secures both, 
aggregating the highest marks at the sitting. This is what has been accomplished by Miss 
Edith ("Fluffy") Murray, an exceptionally clever daughter of Mr J. L. Murray, of Masterton. 
As the scholarship only entitles the winner to attend the Wellington Girls' College, and the 
matriculation examination papers are in advance of what is taught there. Miss Murray intends 
continuing her studies at the University The success of this brilliant scholar reflects great 
credit on the staff of the Masterton District High School, . under whose tuition Miss Murray 
was. Miss Aileen Murray, her sister, had the misfortune to fail by one point only in the Latin 
paper, otherwise she, too, would have also passed the examinations referred to. 
27th February 1908 At least half-a-dozen of the pupils who have passed through tlio 
Secondary Glasses at the Masterton District High School will enter the Victoria College this 
year. 
Mr Hogg, M.P.. is urging the Education Board to provide au extra room for oue of the 
Secondary Classes at the Masterton District High School. He considers the additional room 
indispensable. The cost will be about £250. 



28th February 1908 Wellington Education Board A report was read from the inspectors on the 
proposal to establish uniform readers and school books submitted by the Department. The 
inspectors considered the cost to parents arising from different school books was greatly 
exaggerated, and owing to the danger of a monopoly did not see their way to recommend the 
change. They were opposed to the suggestion of the Masterton School Association that books 
should, be provided from the Government Printing Office. A pro forma proposition was 
moved that uniform books were commended. 
Mr A. W. Hogg said he was in favour of uniformity within eacli Education district, but 
maintained that, iv the interests of progress and efficiency, each Board must have freedom of 
selection. 
Mr Hogg submitted that an additional schoolroom at Masterton must be provided before the 
cookery class could be resumed. He explained that the want of accommodation was due to 
the science building only providing two class-rooms for the three secondary classes, thus 
necessitating the use by one of the secondary classes of one of the primary class-rooms. 
It was resolved, after some discusison, to postpone for a future meeting the consideration of 
the question. 
29th February 1908 Mr C. E. Daniell, at yesterday's meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, 
paid a generous compliment to the scholars of the Masterton school in connection with their 
work a.t tllO school garden plots. Mr Daniell said that he had taken the opportunity to visit 
the school garden recently, and was surprised at the excellent results which had crowned the 
efforts of the scholars, who had not had a very promising section allotted them for the 
purpose, as the soil was very stony when the school took it in hand. He mentioned that the 
idea was strongly denounced at its inception because of the alleged unsuitable nature of the 
section, but the headmaster and his scholars had made excellent use of their plots. He urged 
members of the Chamber to visit "the gardens with a view to offering prizes at a later period, 
in order that the scholars should be encouraged to even greater success. Mr J. C. Ewington 
said that the boys had conveyed the stones away by means of kerosene tins, and the task had 
been a very arduous one. Mr M. Caselberg, in endorsing Mr Darnell's remarks, said, "It's 
farmers we want, especially in these days when every young person is anxious to rush into an 
office or a shop. " Mr J. D. Cruickshank also spoke favourably of the school garden plots and 
added that the A. and P. Association had encouraged the scholars by providing prizes for the 
schools. 
2nd March 1908 cricket match was played on the schoolgrounds between St. Matthew's and a 
team representing the Masterton District High School and resulted in a win for St. Matthew's 
by 6 runs. The following are the scores:—School, first innings 38 (Ibbetson 19), second 
innings 31 (G. Miller 12). The winners made 47 (E. Simonson 13) in their first innings, and 
28 (Berry 9) in their second. 
3rd March 1908 TO THE EDITOR.  
Sir,—The school teachers of the Wairarapa district are greatly indebted to you for your short 
but trenchant article on "Teachers' Salaries" in Thursday's issue. While many salaries were 
barely equal to those of au ordinary labourer, the first cheque received this year brought iv 
mauy cases a further reduction of anything up to £34, and that in spite of, as you point out, au 
increase iv price iv most of the necessaries of life.—l am, etc, 
TEACHER, Masterton, February 38th, 1908. 



 
13th March 1908 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, which was to 
have been held last evening, lapsed for the want of a quorum. The meeting has been fixed for 
this afternoon at 5 o'clock. 
14th March 1908 An incident was reported to the Masterton School Committee last evening 
by the headmaster of the District High School (Mr W. H. Jackson), which caused 
considerable surprise, to say the least of it. The headmaster stated that no coercion whatever 
was used in connection with the swimming classes at the school, and the boy scholars without 
exception took very kindly to the instruction at the baths, and the number of girls who did not 
take advantage of the classes was rapidly diminishing. One parent, however, on hearing that 
his boy had gone into the water with the other boys at the class, although the boy went 
willingly, had administered a sound thrashing to him. Unanimous disapproval of this parent's 
action was expressed. 
14th March 1908 he adjourned monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
iv Temple* Chambers yesterday evening. Present—Messrs R. Brown (in the clmlf), W. A. 
Fendall, H. H. Cork, E. 11 Vv'addington, J. Oarpenter, H. J. u'Leu'ry, G. Townsend, C. Perry. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £i Hi 7d. . The Secretary of the .Education 
Department wrote in xefarence to the how entrance, intimating that plans for the work had 
been some time, but, as the desire- of fcne Committee was that a free egress should be 
provided, it did not appear fc.iat the retention of the inner partition which the Comimttee 
proposes should be* left, exactly accorded with that purpose-. Mr Cork said that Mr Jackson 
had expressed himself as opposed to the removal of the partition, as by this means provision 
was made for the girls to change their boots, and a number of shelves was also provided in 
the recess which gave accommodation- for books. 
The Chairman said that as the matter was in the bauds of the Works Committee, it would be 
well to await the Committee's reports. 
A letter was i'_c_ved from the Secretary of the K._»catiou Board lutiinatiug that lie' hu-d 1 
communicated! with Mr Jackson by telephone,, and that as far a. possible, provisiou would be 
made by Mr  Jackson for the accommodation of students iv the cookery class as could be 
made without the removal of the furniture and the weekly arrangement of the room for 
cookery and school work alternately. Hie felt sure that the Committee would desire to second, 
the efforts of the Board to improve the teaching  capacities of teachers iv this very important 
subject. "The Board would; be very willing to pay for such temporary accommodation as may 
be required iv April, wiieu the time for resuming the cookery class comes, so that it can be 
done without overcrowding the primary school. Such  an arrangement is not infrequent in 
other districts. We have, as a matter of fact, iv this district at the present time two church 
rooms engaged, and it should not be impossible to make a similar arrangement in Masterton, 
if the circumstances demanded additional accommodation. " 
The Chairman said he did not approve of scholars being taken to a room away from the 
influence of the headmaster. It was not in the interests of discipline. 
Mr Jackson, the headmaster, said they were not asking for au extra room, but for a room in 
substitution of the one that had been taken from them. 
i It was resolved to leave the cookery classes in abeyance, pending the provision of a room. 
The report of the headmaster of the District High School, as already published, vvas read. 



The repairing of. the gutters on the roof of the school was left to the visiting members to deal 
with.' 
The report of the visiting members embodying several suggestions of a minor character was 
read and adopted. 
Accounts to the value of £11 15s were passed for payment. 
Messrs Brown and Carpenter were appointed visiting members for the ensuing mouth. 
21st March 1908 Masterton District High School will have a strong contingent of new 
students at Victoria College this year, no less than nine leaving Masterton to commence their 
studies there when the first term opens. 
27th March 1908 Wellington Education Board At the Education Board meeting, yesterday, 
Mr Hogg called attention to the urgent requirements of the Masterton District High School, 
and moved that application be made to the Department for a grant for erection of an 
additional room for the secondary classes. The resolution was carried. The recommendation 
of the Masterton School Committee respecting alteration* was adopnew entrance is about to 
be made at the northern, end of Masterton District High School. The alteration to be made 
means that the old science room will be converted into a corridor. Nothing has so far been 
heard from the Education Board as to when the new class room applied for by the School 
Committee some time ago is to be built. No doubt the Board is awaiting the erection of the 
Lansdowne school, to see what effect it will have in relieving the attendance at the High 
Schoolted. 
6th April 1908  
10th April 1908 The Wellington Education Board wrote to the meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee, last evening, stating that it had been decided to make application for an 
amount sufficient to erect an additional room to the main school building at Masterton for the 
accommodation of the third secondary class. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, a letter was received from 
the Wellington Education Board notifying that it had been decided to erect, a new entrance to 
the High School building at Masterton in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Committee.. The question of the alteration, or removal, of the inside partition at the school 
may be raised at some future time if deemed desirable by the Board. 
27th December 1908 Jackson—Foden—On Tuesday, the 24th inst., at St Andrew's, 
Wellington Terrace, by the Rev. J. Gibson Smith, William Henry Jackson, of Masterton, to 
Edith Foden, of Masterton, late of Handsworth, Birmingham, England. 
4th January 1908 Free Lance A dainty and pretty wedding, at which only relatives were 
present, "took place on Christmas Eve, in St. Andrew's Church Wellington, when Mr. W. H. 
Jackson, head-master of the District High School, Masterton. was married to Miss Foden, 
also of Masterton. The Rev. J. Gibson Smith officiated. After the ceremony the wedding 
party and relatives returned to the Hotel Cecil, where a delightful reception was held Mr. and 
Mrs. Jackson have gone North for their wedding; trip, and will return to" the Wairarapa 
10th April 1908 A pleasing function took place at the conclusion of the meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee, last evening, when Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the 
District High School, was the recipient of a present from the .members and several ex 
members  of the Committee, to mark the occasion of his recent wedding. Mr R. Brown 



(Chairman of the Committee), in presenting Mr Jackson with a handsome cut"g'ass cruet, sil-
ver-mounted, said the gift was rather belated, but that was due to a difficulty in getting the 
members of the Committee together previously. He paid a high ecomium to Mr Jackson's 
services during the twenty years he hid been in charge of the school, and in wishing him and 
his wife every future happiness and prosperity, assured him that he enjoyed the confidence of 
the Committee and the parents of the school children. Several other members endorsed these 
sentiments. Mr Jackson, in acknowledging the gift on behalf of his wife and himself, assured 
the Committee that his labour was one of love, and said that next to the happiness of his own 
heme, he enjoyed the pleasure of attending to his schol and the wants of its 900 odd pupils. 
He thanked the Committee and the parents for the support they had given him in the past, and 
felt that whatever he had done for the school, ' he could not have achieved such splendid 
results without being backed up by the/ Committee. He hoped to continue his work for many 
years yet, and still merit the confidence of the Committee and parents. 
10th April 1910 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of the Masterfcon School 
Committee was held last evening, and was attended by Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. J. 
O'Leary, H. H. Cork, J. Carpenter, G. Townsend, Rev. J. N. Buttle, W. A. Feudal!, and E. H. 
Waddington. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £43 18s. In reference to the 
Committee's suggestion that the Cookery Class be deferred, the Wellington Education Board 
wrote pointing out that this could not be done, inasmuch as the cookery room was privided on 
the distinct condition that cookery classes should be regularly held at Masterton. Moreover, 
the Board, added the letter, had Miss Talbot, the instructress of the class, under constant 
engagement, and the funds for her salary were provided from the capitation of these classes. 
The Committee accepted the tender uf Mr H. Evans for the winter supply of firewood to the 
school. The monthly report of the Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) was as follows :—
Attendance. —Main School. Roll, 657; average attendance, 589; percentage of attendance, 
90. Side School. —Roll, 194; average attendance, 174; percentage of attendance. 90. 
Secondary Classes.—Roll, 73; average attendance, 67; percentage of attendance, 92. The wet 
weather has made a little difference in the attendance, but notwithstanding this a good record 
has been i made. The absentee report for the | month contains the names of several scholars 
who are receiving attention from the truant officer. The lower portion of the boys' playground 
is in a very bad state during the present wet weather. lam sorry that the work which was to 
have been done in the Christmas vacation has been delayed. The erection of the proposed 
new secondary class-room will do away with the necessity of a portion of the levelling. I 
therefore hope the Committee will bring pressure to bear upon the Board that the work may 
be taken in hand at once. A plan has been prepared by the Board's Clerk of Works. The 
consent of the Minister is all that is now required to enable the work to be proceeded with. It 
was resolved to write to the Education Board with reference to improving the boys' 
playground, ab suggested in the Headmaster's report. Accounts amounting to £25 11» 7d 
were passed for payment. 
28th April 1908. he annual meeting of householders for the purpose of selecting the Masterton 
School Committee for the coming year was held in the Drill Hall last evening. Mr R. Brown 
occupied the chair, and there were about thirty-five householders present. THE ANNUAL 
REPORT. The annual report was presented as follows: — 



Your Committee have much pleasure in submitting the following report for the past year:— 
Including the Main and Side ; Schools there has been an average roll number of 812, with an 
average attendance of 724, and a percentage of attendance of 89. This percentage is slightly 
lower than last year's record, an epidemic of maasjes having been the cause. In addition to the 
above, the secondary classes have had a roll number of 80, with an average attendance of 75, 
the percentage of attendance being 94. Under the able management of Mr W. H. Jackson, 
who will this year complete his twentieth year as Headmaster, your school has fully 
maintained its excellent reputation. Probably no large school in the dominion has such a long 
record of excellent management and etliciency. The Inspectors have again awarded the marks 
"Very Good, and "Good," for efficiency, order, discipline, and tone of the school, a result 
most gratifying to your Committee, and most creditable to the Headmaster and his excellent 
staff. 
The Deparfcmant has again done well in the Matriculation, Civil Service and Scholarships 
examinations. In the Matriculation examination six pupils passed , in every case with credit, 
that is they obtained passes in the Solicitors' General Knowledge examination on their 
marictilation work. Seventeen pupils entered for the Junior Civil Service examination, and all 
qualified, fourteen of them with credit. Two of the successful , bays, have received Civil 
Service Cadetships, at £65 a year, and all are entitled to Senior Free Places, with free 
secondary education until they are 19 years of age. In the Senior Scholarship examination 
nine pupils entered, and all passed, the fourth highest on the li3t winning scholarships. Ten 
scholarships were competed for. Of these the Wellington Boys' College took one, the 
Masterton District fligh School took four, and other D strict High -School the remaining 
three, the highest, position on the list being won by a Masterton pupil, who was placed 70 
marks ahead of the second successful candidate. In the Junior Scholarship ex--amination nine 
pupils qualified, the highest winning a scholarship. "Your Committee is of opinion that a 
merey statement of these facts, without  comment, is amply sufficient to show that yoi'r 
District High School '3 second te none in the dominion. 
The Masterton Trust Lands Trustees have granted a £lO scholarship to each of" the 
maitriculated pupils from this school, with an extra £3O to the boy Syverston, to enable them 
to continue their education at the University at Wellington. Your Committee desires to record 
its warm appreciation of this assistance to the University students from your school. 
The inauguration of municipal j swimming baths has enabled swimming classes for boys anJ 
girls to be established in connection with your school, in which classe&.four hundred | j 
pupils regularly  receive tuition. In | j connection with the girls' classes your committee 
wishes to very gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered by Mr 3J. W. 
Blackraan and Mrs H. E. Moore in the work of teaching. The classes in elementary 
agriculture have done a good year's work under the careful, painstaking teaching of the 
Headmaster. The course comprises a study of the botany and chemistry of plant life, and 
practical gardening operations, and will prove of very high value in after life to those boys 
who go through the classes. In spite of the recent drought, the boys made a meritorious 
display at the Agricultural and Pastoral Show, and secured ten prizes. Your Committee is 
indebted to Mr j G. S. W. Dalrymple for the idea of a school drum and fife band. The very 
handsome donation given by that gentleman enabled  the band, instruments to be bought. 
Your Committee has been fortunate in securing the services of Mr F. W. G. McLeod as 



conductor and instructor, | and under his able tuition the boys | are receiving a good musical 
educa- j tion, in addition to their training as J members of the band. Your warm-1 est thanks 
as parents are due to Mr Dalrymple for the very kind interest { he has taken in your boys' 
band. j For some time past there has been a considerable degree of overcrowding at the Main 
School. The Board's Inspectors have, time after time, in their annual repots, drawn attention 
to it, but the Board has endeavored to defer the consideration of this important matter, until it 
was seen what effect the proposed  school at Lansdowne would have on the attendance at the 
Main School. Your Committee, satisfied that the Lansdowne school will have but very little 
effect on the attendance, have made such strong and persistent representations to the Board, 
that the latter body is now moving; plans have been prepared, and there is every reason to 
believe that very shortly a much needed room will be added to the Main School. In addition 
to the new room, a door at the northern end of the school was found to be urgently needed in 
order to facilitate the more rapid ingress and egress of the infant room pupils. The Beard has 
agreed to put in the new door, and the work will be commenced very shortly. Dur : ng the 
year your Committee has endeavoured to enlist the help of the Board in establishing classes 
in advancing sewing and dressmaking for girls, but the difficulties in the way of providing an 
adequate salary for a teacher have not yet been overcome. The cookery classes, under the 
able teaching of Miss Talbot, are recognised by your Committee as being of the highest value 
to the girls who are privileged to attend them. Similar classes in advanced sewing, to be 
carried on during the time the cookery classes are not held, would be an addition to the girls' 
education, that would be welcomed by parents. The frequent and unnecessary changes of 
school books has been felt by your  Committee to be a very heavy tax on parents, and strong 
representations have been made to the Board, the Education Department, and the Minister, 
and your Committee hopes that something will be done to relieve parents of thi3 impost. The 
abstract of accounts to be laid before you shows the income of the Committee, including the 
balance from last year, to have been slightly over £4OO. As a large part of the amount is 
made up cf grants from the Trust Lands Trust and the Government subsidies of £ for £ upon 
them. Your thanks are due to the Trustees for the generous support they have given, year by 
year, to your school. These Trust Lands grants and subsidies have enabled your Committee to 
supply the school with much that otherwise would not have been possible, and it is not too 
much to say that without them your school would not occupy the premier position it now 
does. During the year sixteen meetings have bee.i called, two being special meetings, 
fourteen being regular meetings or adjournments, and the attendance has been as follows: — 
Mr Brown 16, Mr O'Leary 15, Mr Cork 14, Mr Buttle 12, Mr Waddington 12, Mr Perry 11, 
Mr Townsend 11, Mr Fendall  , and Mr Carpenter 10. The balance-sheet  showed that the 
receipts for the year amounted to £399 3s, and the expenditure £402 7s 3d, there being a debit 
balance of £3 4s 3d. The report and balance-sheet were adopted on the motion of the 
Chairman, seconded by Mr Hider. Votes of thanks were accorded Mesdames  Blackman and 
Moore, Mr Dalrymple, and the Masterton Trust Lands Trust for the valuable assistance they 
had rendered the school. A similar compliment was paid the headmaster, Mr Jackson, and the 
teaching staff, for the excellent  results they had shown at the school during the past year. 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE. 
There being ten candidates for election, a ballot was held, which resulted in the re-election of 
last year's committee, excepting Mr J. H. O'Leary, who was replaced by Mr A. VV. 



Chapman. The following gentlemen comprise the committee: —Messrs K. Brown 
(chairman), J. N. Buttle, J. Carpenter, H. H. Cork, C. Perry, G. A: P. Townsend, E. H. 
Waddington, and A. \V. Chapman. Mr Easthope was re-elected secretary and treasurer. 
A meeting of the new committee was held subsequently, when a hearty vote of thanks was  
accorded Mr O'Leary . Eulogistic reference was made to the good work done by Mr O'Leary 
during the fifteen years he had been a member of that body, and general regret was expressed 
that he was not returned. It was resolved to adhere to the standing orders of the past year's 
committee. 
28th April 1908 Daily Times. he annual meeting of householders for the purpose of selecting 
the Masterton School Committee for the coming year was held in the Drill Hall last evening. 
Mr R. Brown occupied the chair, and there were about thirty-five householders present. THE 
ANNUAL REPORT. The annual report was presented as follows: — 
Your Committee have much pleasure in submitting  the following report for the past year:— 
Including the Main and Side ; Schools there has been an average roll number of 812, with an 
average attendance of 724, and a percentage of attendance of 89. This percentage is slightly 
lower than last year's record, an epidemic of maasjes having been the cause. In addition to the 
above, the secondary classes have had a roll number of 80, with an average attendance of 75, 
the percentage of attendance being 94. Under the able management of Mr W. H. Jackson, 
who will this year complete his twentieth year as Headmaster, your school has fully 
maintained its excellent reputation. Probably no large school in the dominion has such a long 
record of excellent management and etliciency. The Inspectors have again awarded the marks 
"Very Good, and "Good," for efficiency, order, discipline, and tone of the school, a result 
most gratifying to your Committee, and most creditable to the Headmaster and his excellent 
staff. 
The Deparfcmant has again done well in the Matriculation, Civil Service and Scholarships 
examinations. In the Matriculation examination six pupils passed , in every case with credit, 
that is they obtained passes in the Solicitors' General Knowledge examination on their 
marictilation work. Seventeen pupils entered for the Junior Civil Service examination, and all 
qualified, fourteen of them with credit. Two of the successful , bays, have received Civil 
Service Cadetships, at £65 a year, and all are entitled to Senior Free Places, with free 
secondary education until they are 19 years of age. In the Senior Scholarship examination 
nine pupils entered, and all passed, the fourth highest on the li3t winning scholarships. Ten 
scholarships were competed for. Of these the Wellington Boys' College took one, the 
Masterton District fligh School took four, and other D strict High -School the remaining 
three, the highest, position on the list being won by a Masterton pupil, who was placed 70 
marks ahead of the second successful candidate. In the Junior Scholarship ex--amination nine 
pupils qualified, the highest winning a scholarship. "Your Committee is of opinion that a 
merey statement of these facts, wilhout comment, is amply sufficient to show that yoi'r 
District High School '3 second te none in the dominion. 
The Masterton Trust Lands Trustees have granted a £lO scholarship to each of" the 
maitriculated pupils from this school, with an extra £3O to the boy Syverston, to enable them 
to continue their education at the University at Wellington. Your Committee desires to record 
its warm appreciation of this assistance to the University students from your school. 



The inauguration of municipal swimming baths has enabled  swimming classes for boys anJ 
girls to be established in connection with your school, in which classe&.four hundred | j 
pupils reguarly receive tuition. In connection with the girls' classes your committee wishes to 
very gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered by Mr 3J. W. Blackraan and 
Mrs H. E. Moore in the work of teaching. The classes in elementary agriculture have done a 
good year's work under the careful, painstaking teaching of the Headmaster. The course 
comprises a study of the botany and chemistry of plant life, and practical gardening 
operations, and will prove of very high value in after life to those boys who go through the 
classes. In spite of the recent drought, the boys made a meritorious display at the Agricultural 
and Pastoral Show and secured ten prizes. Your Committee is indebted to Mr j G. S. W. 
Dalrymple for the idea of a school drum and fife band. The very handsome donation given by 
that gentleman enabled the band, instruments to be bought. Your Committee has been 
fortunate in securing the services of Mr F. W. G. McLeod as conductor and instructor, | and 
under his able tuition the boys | are receiving a good musical education, in addition to their 
training as J members of the band. Your warm-1 est thanks as parents are due to Mr 
Dalrymple for the very kind interest { he has taken in your boys' band. j For some time past 
there has been a considerable degree of overcrowding at the Main School. The Board's 
Inspectors have, time after time, in their annual repots, drawn attention to it, but the Board 
has endeavored to defer the consideration of this important matter, until it was seen what 
effect the proposed school at Lansdowne would have on the attendance at the Main School. 
Your Committee, satisfied that the Lansdowne school will have but very little effect on the 
attendance, have made such strong and persistent representations to the Board, that the latter 
body is now moving; plans have been prepared, and there is every reason to believe that very 
shortly a much needed room will be added to the Main School. In addition to the new room, a 
door at the northern end of the school was found to be urgently needed in order to facilitate 
the more rapid ingress and egress of the infant room pupils. The Beard has agreed to put in 
the new door, and the work will be commenced very shortly. Dur : ng the year your 
Committee has endeavoured to enlist the help of the Board in establishing classes in 
advancing sewing and dressmaking for girls, but the difficulties in the way of providing an 
adequate salary for a teacher have not yet been overcome. The cookery classes, under the 
able teaching of Miss Talbot, are recognised by your Committee as being of the highest value 
to the girls who are privileged to attend them. Similar classes in advanced sewing, to be 
carried on during the time the cookery classes are not held, would be an addition to the girls' 
education, that would be welcomed by parents. The frequent and unnecessary changes of 
school books has been felt by ycur Committee to be a very heavy tax on parents, and strong 
representations have been made to the Board, the Education Department, and the Minister, 
and your Committee hopes that something will be done to relieve parents of this impost. The 
abstract of accounts to be laid before you shows the income of the Committee, including the 
balance from last year, to have been slightly over £4OO. As a large part of the amount is 
made up cf grants from the Trust Lands Trust and the Government subsidies of £ for £ upon 
them. Your thanks are due to the Trustees for the generous support they have given, year by 
year, to your school. These Trust Lands grants and subsidies have enabled your Committee to 
supply the school with much that otherwise would not have been possible, and it is not too 
much to say that without them your school would not occupy the premier position it now 



does. During the year sixteen meetings have been called, two being special meetings, 
fourteen being regular meetings or adjournments, and the attendance has been as follows: — 
Mr Brown 16, Mr O'Leary 15, Mr Cork 14, Mr Buttle 12, Mr Waddington 12, Mr Perry 11, 
Mr Townsend 11, Mr Fendall and Mr Carpenter 10. The balance-sheaet showed that the 
receipts for the year amounted to £399 3s, and the expenditure £402 7s 3d, there being a debit 
balance of £3 4s 3d. The report and balance-sheet were adopted on the motion of the 
Chairman, seconded by Mr Hider. Votes of thanks were accorded Mesdames Blackman and 
Moore, Mr Dalrymple, and the Masterton Trust Lands Trust for the valuable assistance they 
had rendered the school. A similar compliment was paid the headmaster, Mr Jackson, and the 
teaching staff, for the excellent results they had shown at the school during the past year. 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE. 
There being ten candidates for election, a ballot was held, which resulted in the re-election of 
last year's committee, excepting Mr J. H. O'Leary, who was replaced by Mr A. VV. 
Chapman. The following gentlemen comprise the committee: —Messrs K. Brown 
(chairman), J. N. Buttle, J. Carpenter, H. H. Cork, C. Perry, G. A: P. Townsend, E. H. 
Waddington, and A. \V. Chapman. Mr Easthope was re-elected secretary and treasurer. 
A meeting of the new committee wns held subsequently, when a hearty vote of thanks waa 
accorded Mr O'Leary. Eulogistic reference was made to the good work done by Mr O'Leary 
during the fifteen years he had been a member of that body, and general regret was expressed 
that he was not returned. It was resolved to adhere to the standing orders of the past year's 
committee. 
30th April 1908 After to-day the public baths in Dixon-street will be closed until the 
beginning of next bathing season. Owing to the cold weather experienced lately the baths 
have not been generally used by the public, although the swimming classes from the school 
have gone on with very little interruption, until quite recently. 
1st May 1908 Wellington Education Board Mr. Hogg said that;it would'appear that ' the 
Education Board had not sufficient control _ over its own buildings, and had to await the 
convenience of the Departments. The Inspector : Geheral had moro power than the united 
boards of-the country. He moved that the attention: of the Minister for Education be drawn to 
the fact that the erection of an additional class-room for the . secondary department of the 
Masterton School was an_ urgent necessity, "and that the Board desires an early reply. to its 
previous application. Mr. Fleming (Chief Inspector) pointed out : that the cessation of the 
cookery classes 'meant the loss of between" fifty and sixty, " pounds in capitation. : - The 
motion was carried. 
The plans of the school for Lansdowne  (near-Masterton) were approved; 
1st May 1908 The Masterton District High School Girls Club opened the hockay season 
yesterday afternoon on the school hockey ground, with a match Reds v. Blues. The game 
resulted.in a draw. 
2nd May 1908 Mr N. D. Bunting', of the staff of the Masterton District High School, is at 
present confined to his home suffering from a severe attack cf influenza 
11th May 1908 We are pleased to notice that Mr N. D. Bunting, the popular secretary of the 
Masterton Tennis Club, and of the Technical School, is about again after his recent illness. 
14th May 1908 MMITTEE MEETiNG. The first meeting of, the newly elected Committee of 
the Masterton District High School was held iv Mr W. M. Easthope's office last evening. 



Freseut—Messrs C. Perry, H. H. Cork, G. Tovvuseud, J. Carpenter, W. A. Feudall, E. H. 
Waddiugton and A. J. Chapman. Iv the abseuce of the Chairman (Mr R. Brown), from whom 
an apology was received, Mr C. Perry was voted to the chair. FINANCE. The treasurer's 
statement, as follows, was read and. adopted :—Debit balauce, March 31st? £3 4s 3d ; 
receipts, £107 5s i)d ; expenditure, £87 5s 10d ; cr balauce at date, £69 IDs lid. Satisfaction 
was expressed at the fact that the new Gommittee was able to commence operations with a 
substantial credit balauce. Accounts amounting to £28 Us 7d were passed for payment. 
CORRESPONDENCE. A letter was received from the Education Board, drawing atteutiou to 
an extract from a circular received from the Education Department pointing out, in view of 
the fact that a school building was recently set on iire through the dropping of a lighted 
imitch in some adjoiuiug dry growth, the desirability of keeping the walls of school buildings 
tree from such growth. A communication was also received from the same body, stating that 
a place will be open in the autumn school of instruction in elementary agriculture and Nature 
study, to be held at Greytowu from May 25th to June sth, for oue member of the Masterton 
School staff, with the assent of the Committee and Headmaster.— Referred to the 
Headmaster. COMPLIMENT A Ry. In pursuance of a suggestion made at the statutory 
meeting. Mr Waddiugtou moved, and Mr Cork secouded. that Mr H. O'Leary, the retiring 
Oommitf.eemau, be presented with an enlarged photograph of the Committee, as a mark of 
the value placed on liis past services. —Carried. HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The 
Headmaster submitted the following report for the past month:— Attendance at Main School, 
roll number 651, average attendance 582; Side School, roll 185, average 171; Secondary 
Classes, roll 67, average (53. The attendance for the mouth has been good, particularly so at 
the Side School and in the secondary classes. The second assistaut master has been absent 
from duty since the 27th ult., through illness. Leave of absence from the Board has been 
recommended by the Chairman and myself. Dr Anderson, Assistaut Inspector-General of 
Schools, visited the school on Friday, the Sfch inst., in order to make inquiries regarding the 
accommodation, and to inspect rhe buildings. He intimated that the erectiou of a school at 
LausdowLie could not affect the question of the ueed of an additional secoudary class-room 
at this school, and that his recommeudatiou would lie either an extension of the brick 
building, or the cheaper alternative — the suggested addition to the main building. In 
conjunction with the Chief Inspector and the cookery instructress, I have arranged for two 
school cookery classes to commence work at once. The pupils will consist of the girls of the 
secoudary classes, ami the first lesson will oe given on Friday next. This arrangement will 
result in a minimum of interference with the organisation of the school, will obviate the 
necessity of seuding a class to some other building in the town, and will prevent the closing 
down of the cookery classes altogether for this year. In order to make up for the diminution in 
grant on account of the reduction in the number of classes. I have arranged with the Board 
and the rookery instructress for an evening class for ladies. This class will be held on Friday 
evenings, from 7 p.m. to i) p.m., commencing on Friday next, and the fee to be charged is 10s 
Gd per term. The swings in both playgrounds are in need of a thorough overhauling, the 
spouting round the school requires attention, and the surface water is still a considerable 
nuisance. These matters could probably be best attended to in the coming term holiday The 
school will close on Friday, the 22ud insfc., for the term holiday of one week. 



It was decided that the swings be repaired forthwith, and that the matters of spoutiug and 
surface water be left with the visiting members. GENERAL. On the motion of Mr 
Waddingtou, seconded by Mr Carpenter, the secretary's salary was fixed at the same figure as 
in the past year. Messrs Perry, Townsend and Waddington were "appointed visitors for the 
ensuing month. Mr Chapman mentioned that he had noticed that the Navy League had beeen 
lending lantern slides for educative displays to certain high schools, and he thought the 
Masterton School J,, might be able to obtain the benefit of their use. He moved that the 
secretary be asked to communicate with the Napier High School with a view to ascertaining 
on what terms the slides are available, and of what description is their instructive nature. Mr 
Carpenter seconded.—Carried. 
14th May 1908 An advanced cookery class for ladies has been inaugurated at the Masterton 
District High School, and is being largely attended 
The ladies or Masterton will be pleased to hear that an open, cookery class is to be held at the 
High School. The instructress will be iv attendance to-morrow evening, and the class will be 
continued each Friday evening, from 7 to 9 o'clock. 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, Mr A. J. Chapman mentioned the 
advisability of having placed round the walls of the schoolroom a few maxims which would 
be useful to the children for guidance in future years. At present one of the teachers was in 
the habit of giving the scholars every week a maxim to write out and take to heart. Mr 
Chapman thought that, some well-clioscu precepts kept before the eyes of the pupils would 
be remembered by them with b'euefit in after life. He had seen such mottoes hung on the 
walls of other schools. The Committee considered the suggestion a good one, and it was 
agreed fiat the school visitors seek the opinion of the headmaster. 
14th May 1908 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The Masterton School Committee wrote 
conveying the hearty thanks of the Masterton householders'' to the Trustees for the 
continuous and generous support given by them to the Masterton School. 
21st May 1908 The plans of the new school at Lansdowue, which have beeu shown us, 
represent a building of most attractive aesigu in brick and concrete. The school contains two 
class-rooms, each 2(?ft by 24ft. opening out into au assembly hall, 60ft by 33ft. There are two 
rooms, one for the head teacher and the other for the teachers, each lift by 10ft. These are 
situated ou either side of the class-rooms. On each side of the building is a porch and 
corridor, 16ft by Bft and beyond the corridors are cloak rooms, each 16ft by 16ft, furnished 
with lavatories. Provision is made for four tanks and four chimneys. 
21st May 1908 Masterton Trust Lands Trust Candidates meeting Mr H C Robinson stated  in 
a long speech The results from the Masterton District High School were ahead of those of 
every other High School and College in the Dominion. Why should not the boys and girls be 
generously equipped for future life? 
23rd May 1908 The children of the Masterton District High School celebrated Empire Day at 
the school yesterday afternoon, when the ceremony of saluting the flag was carried out under 
the supervision of the Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson). The function would have taken place 
on Monday, but for the school commencing • its first term vacation on that day. 
2nd June 1908 he technological examinations ir connection with the City and Guilds Institute 
of London were commenced in the local Technical Sc!:o)l last evening, when three 
candidates presented themselves for the Plumbers' Work preliminary examinatim (written) 



………………seven candidates have signified their intention of siting for the examination in 
Plain Cookery, written and practical. This examination will be held in the Masterton District 
High School, the written work being taken between the hours of 9 and 12 a.m., and the 
practical work, for which Mrs W, H. Jackson has kindly consented to act as local examiner, 
between 1 and 4 p.m. The arrangements for all the examinations will be superintended by the 
Secretary of the .local Technical School (Mr N. D. Bunting). 
9th June 1908 Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster the Masterton District High School had to deal 
with , two cases of boys playing truant from school this week -rthe first cases, he states, that 
have occurred at the school for a good many years. 
12th June 1908 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
eveuiug, there being present Messrs W. A.- Fendall (chairman), E. H. Waddiugton, H. H. 
Cork, 0. Perry, G. Townsend and A. W. Chapman. Apologies for absence were received from 
Messrs J. Carpenter, R. Brown and Rev. J. N. Buttle. 
The treasurer reported a cr balauce of £39 Os 4d. 
A letter was received from the Wellington Educatiou Board, stating that arrangements had 
been made with Mr Royd Garlick for a course of lessons in deep breathing, to be given to 
Wairarapa teachers, beginning Saturday, June 18th, and asking the Committee to allow the 
course to be given at the District High School immediately after the teachers' cookery class 
The letter stated that the Board was also arraugiug with Mr R. Parker for a course of lessons 
in siuging. These would be giveu a little later in the year, beginning probably in September. 
The Headmaster welcomed such a course, and the Committee unanimously gave the desired 
permission for the use of the room for the class. 
A letter from the Napier Boys' High School, referring to the exhibition of a collection of navy 
pictures before the scholars by means of a lantern, was referred to the local secretary of the 
National Defence League, with a view to arranging an entertainment at which the pictures 
might be shown. This course was adopted for the reason that there was no room at the school 
large enough for giving such an entertainment for the benefit of the scholars. 
The Headmaster's monthly report was read as follows:—Main School, roll 654, average 
attendance 598, percentage of attendance 91; Side School, 188, 178, 92; Secondary Classes, 
67, 02, -93. The attendance for the mouth has been good in all three departments. The 
accompanying absentee report contains ouly six names. The Board's Truant Officer is dealing 
witn the three worst cases. Staff—The second assistaut master returned to his duties on the Ist 
iust., after a mouth's leave of absence ou account of illness. The first assistant mistress was 
absent on tne lOfch inst., through illness. Secondary Classes—The roll number in the 
secondary department is lower than usual at the present time. This is entirely due to the 
successes of the pupils in the recent examinations. During the term just ended seven left to 
enter Victoria College, three were appointed to pupil teacherships on our staff, and three were 
offered and accepted Civil Service cadetships. There are seventysix pupils in the sixth 
standard, from which class there will be a large addition to the roll of the secoudary 
department, after the annual examination. The additional room for that department is, 
therefore, a matter of urgency. 
The Committee decided to bring under the notice of the Board the need for replacing the 
present flushing cisterns at the school with cisterns of a more up-to-date type; and also the 



urgent necessity for the additional class-room in the secondary department. Accounts 
amounting to £10 4s 10d were passed for payment. 
12th June 1908 The monthly report of the Headmaster of the Mastcrton District High School 
W. H. Jackson) received at the meeting of the School Committee last evening, stated inter 
alia:— Average Percent. 
The attendance for the month has been good in all three departments. The accompanying 
absentee report contains only six names. The Board's Truant Officer is dealing with the three 
worst cases. Staff. —The second assistant master returned to his duties on the Ist inst., after a 
month's leave of absence on account of illness. The first assistant mistress wa3 absent on the 
10th inst., through illness. Secondary Classes. —The roll number in the secondary 
department is lower than usual at the present time. This ia entirely due to the successes of the 
pupils in the recent examinations. During the term ju.t ended seven left lo enter Victoria 
College, three were appointed to pupilteachaohips on our staff, and three were offered and 
accepted Civil Service cadjfc-shipa. There are 76 pupils in the sixth standard, from which 
chss there will be a large addition to the roll of the secondary department, after the annual 
examination. The additional room for that department is therefore a matter of urgency. 
Attend of atRoll. ance. attend'ce. Main School 654 593 91 Side School 188 173 92 Sec. 
Classes 67 62 93 
 
12th June 1908 t the conclusion of the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last 
evening, tM Chairman (Mr W. A. Fendall), in the absence of Mr R. Brown, presented Mr H. 
J. O'Leary, who Jbad beon a member of the Committee for fifteen years up till the last 
elections, with a handsome enlarged photograph of the members of the Committee, in 
recognition of his past services to the Committee. Mr Fendall paid a high tribute to Mr 
O'Leary's Work and the conscientious manner in which he had always protected the interests 
of the school. He expressed the hope that Mr O'Leary would soon see his way to stand again 
for a seat ou the Committee. Other members spoke in highly laudatory terms of the past 
member, and the views expressed were endorsed by the Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson). Mr 
O'Leary made a suitable acknowledgment of the gift, and briefly gave an interesting resume 
of the membership of the Committee. 
15th June 1908 We understand that the Education Department has authorised the expenditure 
required for the addition to the Masterton District High School of secondary class-room. Tue 
room, of ..which the Board's Clerk of Works, Mr McDougall, has prepared a sketch, will 
form au extension of the southern wiug of the primary school, and will becouveuieut to the 
other secondary rooms. Its construction will iv uo way mar the and appearance of the preseut 
buildiugs, and it will add greatly to the stndeuts accommodation. 
15th June 1908 PHYSICAL CULTURE. 
DEMONSTRATION TO TEACHERS. 
INTERESTING LECTURE AT MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH. SCHOOL. 
Ou Saturday, Mr Royd Garlick, teacher of physical cultnro, gavo the first of a series of 
weekly demonstratious of physical exercises and drill for the special beuofit of our primary 
schools,-before an audience of teachers, iv oue of lihe rooms of the Masterton District High 
School. So good was the atteudauce, over fifty teachers beiug preseut, that the 
accommodatiou could hardly be cousielered satisfactory, and the cramped seats and desks, 



together with the rattling of the windows, made the lecturer's task one of difficulty. So well, 
however, did Mr Garlick eugage the attention and interest of all present, and so absolutely 
simple and practical were the explanations giveu respecting the exercises best adapted for 
developing the respiratory organs and promoting health and strength, that his inaugural lesson 
must be prououueed au unqualified success. With the aid of large coloured auatouiical charts, 
the lecturer was enabled fully and graphically, as well as clearly, to show the marvellous 
details iv the human structure on which energy, mental and physical, materially depeud, and 
his prefatory remarks constituted au intellectual treat of the highest order. The lecture was 
accompanied with a few prelimiuary exercises showing how the lungs and diaphragm aro 
brought fully into play by exercises of a most simple and agreeable character. At the 
conclusion Mr Garlick, assisted by Mr W. H. Jacksou, headmaster, took a record of the luug 
capacity of the members of his class. It is inteuded, alter the class has goue through a series of 
lessous, to take successive records, with the view of showing the result of the exercises on 
those who practice them. 
 
16th June 1908 Of thirty-two applicants, Mr Jones, of Masterton, has been appointed by the 
Wellington Education Board to supervise the erection of the new school at Lansdowne. 
The Wellington Education Department has advised the Wellington Education Board that a 
sum of £350 has been granted lor the provision of an additional cla--s-room at the Masterton 
District High  School. It will be remembered that the Masterton School Committee urged 
some months bade that the accommodation for the secondary classes was so small that the 
cookery room had to be encroached upon. 
20th June 1908 AST AND PRESENT. 
A COMPARISON 
WELLINGTON IN THE EARLY 
SIXTIES 
SOME WONDERFUL CHANGES 
THE OLD COACHING DAYS 
(By our Lausdowue Correspondent.) 
To one who has known Wellington for over forty-five years the changes are almost past 
belief. Iv the year 18(52, what is now kuowu as Lambtouquay, was tlieii the "Beach," and the 
Esplanade was Pipitea Poiut. Since the work of loclamation, marvellous chaugos have taken 
place, in business circles and premises My first trip to Wolliugtou was in a one-horse trap, 
crossing the. Rimutaka ranges, often walkiug up the steepest paths, to ease the load for the 
nag, as the distauce to the Pakuratahi was long, and this was the , first resting place. To a 
school girl, leaving home for the first time, the distance seemed eveu greater than it actually 
was (75 miles). The late Mr W. R. Hastwell. of Greytowu North, carried the mails and 
passengers to and from the Wairarapa for a number of years; afterwards starting the four-
horse coach, a triweekly service. Then the railway line was made from Kaitoke to 
Wellington. Now we have the train service right through to Auckland, and motor cars goiug 
over the Rimutaka. 
The wurk of widening and straightening the railway line between Wellington and Petone is 
being rapidly proceeded with, and wheu completed, the journey to the Hutt, will be made 
much easier for the passengers. 



Iv the early sixties, busses and cabs v/ere the only means of transit in Wellington and the 
Hutt. Tho nearest school to Masterton was at the Hutt; and Wairarapa girls were sent there ou 
horseback in the fifties. Saddle horses would be sent ro convey the childreu home for the 
Christmas holidays. The only public gardens iv the sixties were Wilkius' tea gardens, at 
Oriental Bay, Donald's tea gardeus at Karori, and Beuge's at the Hutt. 
The Ministerial residence, iv Tiua-kori-road, was built by the late Mr W. H. Levin, and was 
afterwards sold to the late Mr R. Collins, of Te Ore Ore, who sold the property to the 
Government. This residence is now the home of New Zealand's Prime Minister, Sir Joseph 
Ward. 
What strikes a casual observer visiting Wellington, is the position of some of the houses, ou 
the tops of steep hills, and ou the sides, almost perpendicular sites Ou Mount Victoria, where 
ouly the. flag staff and the signal station, were seen for years past, there are now three roads, 
one above the other, almost to the top of the hill, and houses are built all over the side, facing 
the harbour. 
A number of small towns have sprung up in the immediate neighbourhood of Wellington, and 
around; the bays. At Day's Bay, an enterprising person is building his house upon a rock, or 
rather the side of a rock, and iv order to get a level, the front piles are about eight or ten feet 
high, and the back piles are quite short. Under the house are to be the bath-room and wash-
house. The living-rooms are above The wonder is how the inhabitants aro to get into the 
house from the main road. 
26th June 1908 The following will represent the Masterton District High School in their 
match with the Masterton III., commencing at 2.30 p.m., on the schoolgrounds :—Full-back, 
W. Hoar; three-quarters, Sutton, Ewington, Yarr; five-eighths, A. Ibbetson; half, G. Wickens; 
wings, Ah Lop and P. Fly; forwards, Elliott, W. Wagg. R. Miller, G. Miller, Pinhey, De Lisle, 
Terry. - 
26th June 1908 Wellington Education Board Deep-Breathing Exercises. In response to 
numerous requests , that  lessons on deep breathing be given at Pahiatua, the Board agreed to 
a proposal that Mr. Lloyd Garlick, whose instruction classes have. Proved so popular at 
Masterton, should give three lessons at Pahiatua. 
4th July 1908 The Kia Toas (Greytown) played thsir last shield match- yesterday, when they • 
met and defeated the Masterton High ' School by two points to nil. The ground was in a very 
slippery condition, owing to the recent rain, and the victory re- ! fleets great credit on the Kia 
Toas, who played splendidly, and deserved their ' win. After the match the Greytown | ladies 
were entertained at afternoon tea . by the Masterton High School. Mr. Avery spoke on behalf 
of the Kia- Toas, ' and thanked the High School ladies for their hospitality. Mr. Jackson, 
headT master of the school, responded! in a suitable manner. The Kia Toas ha-vo a ' splendid 
record. Only one goal has been scored against them sinoe their club first ' 6tarted, about four 
years ago, and they ' have never been beaten. It is likely that the Hughes Shield will be 
presented T to them at their annual ball, which is J- to take place about August. 
10th July 1908 The ordinary meotiug of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening, and was attended by Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. H. Cork, C. Parry. A. W. 
Oha'pinau, J. Oarpeliter, G. Tjowusoud, E. H. Waddiugton and Rev. J. N. Buttle. 
The Treasurer reported a cr balance of £29 17s 10d. 



A letter was received from Mr W. A. JBeudall, resigning his seat ou the Committee ou 
account of his removal from Miistertou. He thanked the members of the Committee for thfiir 
past kindly feelings and courtesy towards him.—The resignation was accoptod with regret, 
and a resolution, placing ou record Mr Feudall's services in the cause of education in 
Masterton, was carried. 
A lengthy circular was received from Mr A. H. Vile in support of his candidature for ra-
electiou to the Wellington Education Board as a representative of the Wairarapa Ward. —No 
action was taken. 
The secretary of the Wellington Education Board wrote informing the Committee that a grant 
having been authorised for the erocfciou of au additional class-room for the use of the 
secondary department at tliß school, the plaus would be put in haud as soon as those already 
iv ha-'id wj/o completed, an , ! teulu'-i would theu be caller! for the work 
The Headm.ister submitted the followiug monthly report:— I have the hmour to submit the 
following rep u*t for the past moutli: — Attendance, Maiu 5ch001,(555; average atteudauce, 
590; nerceutage of attendance. 90. Side School, 190: average attendance, 1 ('>('>; percentage 
o± atceurliiuce, 87. Secoudary Classes. 72; wverage atteudauce, 07 ; percentage of 
attendance, 93. 
A good attendance for the mouth ended on Friday last has been maintained. During the 
present week, however, there has been a marked decrease iv the attendance on account of the 
very wet weather of Monday and Tuesday. Through this cause the record for the week an 3 
for the mouth will be much reduced. As all payments to committees, salaries of teachers and 
number of teachers on the stall' of a school are calculated on the basis of the average 
attendance it will easily be seen how unfairly the system works out. The provision regarding 
"excepted half-days," gives no relief iv the cases of a good attendance school. As a matter of 
fact the good attendance school is penalised, and the poor attendance school benefitted. Iv 
some schools there are many "excepted half-days" iv the course of a year. Iv our own school 
there has not been an "excepted half-day" for a number of years. 
The Board's Truant Officer spent most of the day yesterday iv making inquiries regarding 
irregular children, and iv paying visits to their homes. Iv several cases he is deferring taking 
proceedings against the parents to see if his warning will have the desired effect. 
The Board's Clerk of Works has now completed the plans for the new classroom, and tenders 
will be invited at once. The work for the new entrance door for the infant classes is to be 
undertaken iv connection with the building of the new room. My mind will be greatly 
relieved when these two works are accomplished. It has taken several years to bring matters 
to a head regarding the provision of the additional classroom for Secondary work, and more 
than a year iv the case of the door. 
While the new class-room is being built it will be necessary to provide accommodation, for 
six or eight weeks, for the class using the adjacent room, the outer wall of which will have to 
be removed. I should be glad if the Committee would depute one of its members to act with 
me iv securing the necessary accommodation, the expense of which will be met by the Board. 
The matter of a temporary classroom was referred to the consideration of visiting members. It 
was decided to apply to the Trust Lauds Trust for the annual grant now due. Messrs Cork, 
O'Leary and Chapman were appointed visiting members for the mouth. Accounts amounting 
to £19 15s 7d were passed for payment. 



10th July 1908 The Masterton School Committee last evening appointed Mr H. J. O'Leary to a 
seat on the Committee to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr W. A. Fendall. Mr 
O’Leary was the next on the list in the number of votes at the recent election of the 
Committee. 
14th July 1908 A matter that might be taken up by the Education Conference, which it is 
proposed to hold in Masterton in the rear future, is one that was referred by the Headmaster 
of the District High School, Mr w. H. Jackson, in his monthly report to the Masterton School 
Committee on Thursday evening last. The "question we refer to is that of the Education 
Board being under the necessity of using r.s a basis for various important purposes the 
average attendance of scholars at school. The general pub- , lie are not all aware, perhaps, 
that in those schools —o* necessity small 'ones—where half the full roll number of children 
do not attend on any day, that day's attendance, is not allowed to count against the school in 
computing the average attendance for the year, or in other words, all those days where the 
attendance falls below half, are not counted at all as school days. These are called "excepted" 
days. It will be seen on further explanation that in small schools the teachers are by this rule 
placed in a far better position than those in the larger institutions. Where there are, say, 
twenty to 
thirty pupils attending a country school, where scholars come some distance, a very wet day 
would easily account for ten or fifteen absentees; in fact, we are assured, that it is recognised 
thing in small schools that on very boisterous days no school will be held. Such a thing is, of 
course, almost impossible in large schools where access to the school is easier and roads are 
better. Where the hardships to the large schools comes in is in this, that the salaries of 
teachers are based on the average attendance, j and wet clays have a marked effect on the 
attendance. To illustrate by 
figures the effect of the present basis of capitation —the Masterton School has a roll number 
of 876 scholars, ' and last year the average attendance was 779. This means that the teaching 
staff were paid for the tuition of 779 pupils, while actually 876 were taught. This is not the 
only aspect of the question. The staffing of the school is also based on the average 
attendance, and likewise the amounts granted to School Committees for maintenance 
purposes, etc. Then, the Education Hoards themselves are similarly handicapped, their grants 
being computed on the average attendance of the schools uud'T their jurisdiction, and of 
course large schools predominate. Obviously the best course which 1 presents itself to 
remedy this defective method of calculation is to compute the various grants on the roll 
number. The only likely difficulty is that the attendance roll might be "stuffed" by keeping on 
it the names of scholars, who have left the school, but this could be checked to a great extent 
by the heads of schools with low per centages of attendance being required to account for the 
same by special report. For instance, where a city or town school returned less than, say, 85 
per cent, of an average attendance and a country school less than 80 per cent, this should be 
the subject of a special explanation. Effective inspection generally would assist the checking 
of attendances, and make the system a workable one. It is certainly time some alteration was 
made in the present mode of computing grants ai d salaries, as teachers and committees are 
being deprived of their just dues, and hardship is inflicted all round. We commend the matter 
to the consideration of those who are moving for the education conference at Masterton. 



25th July 1908 A match was played on the Masterton High School grounds, this morning, 
between the ladies' teams of the Masterton District High School and the Wellington Terrace 
School. The game was keenly contested throughout, but the superior combination of the local 
girls was responsible for a victory by the narrow margin of two goals to'oue. The goals for 
the winners were scored by Miss Dagg in the first spell. After the match the visitors wore 
entertained at lunch by the local tea 
1st August 1908 Wellington Education Board Tho report of the Teohnical Inspector in 
reference to the Masterton cookery classes, and the instruction in the District High School, 
was highly satisfactory.  
3rd August 1908 At the conclusion, of a course in (deep breathing, and physical culture, -
given on eight consecutive Saturdays at the Masterton District High School.to the Wairarapa 
teachers, by Mr Koyd Garlk-k, of Wellington, at the instance, of the Wellington Education 
Board, Mr R. J. Foss, President of the Wairarapa branch of the Teachers' Institute,, took the 
opportunity of expressing the teachers' appreciation of .the Board's sympathetic consideration 
for its country teachers, and to convey to Mr Garlick the thanks of' the teachers for the 
courtesy shown by him to them. Mr Garlick, in a few well-chosen words, expressed his 
gratitude at the interest the teachers had taken in the course. The Wellington Education Board 
is manifesting its continued interest in its country teachers in having made definite 
arrangements for the physical culture lessons to be followed by a course in singing,. to be 
conducted by Mr Robert Parker, of Wellington.. 
13th August 1908 Masterton Tennis Club A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Miss 
Woltte for her services during the past year as Lady Secretary, and she was unanimously 
reelected to the position. But was not on the committee 
13th August 1908 Miss Talbot, the Wellington Education Board's instructress in cookery, will 
commence the final term of her Ladies' Cookery Class to-morrow evening, in the Masterton 
District High School Cookery Room. Miss Talbot is a certificated teacher of cookery and has 
conducted very successful classes. Included in this term's programme will be—Soups (oyster 
consommé), fricassee (fish), cream pie (American). fanchonettes, cannelons, breakfast dishes, 
supper dishes, and cakes. 
14th August 1908 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly  meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held in the secretary's office last evening. There were present Messrs R. 
Brown (chairman), A. W. Chapman, E. H. Waddington, C. Perry, J. Carpenter, H. H. Cork 
and Rev. J. N. Buttle. An apology for absence was received from Mr Jti. J. O'Leary. The 
headmaster (Mr W 0. Jackson) reported as follows: —Attendance.—Main School, roll 656, 
average attendance 569, percentage of attendance 87; Side School, roll 183, average 
attendance 156, percentage of attendance 85; Secondary Classes, roll 72, average attendance 
66, percentage of attendance 91. The attendance for the month has been much affected by the 
weather. On six half-days the attendance was less than 75 per cent, of the roll number. If the 
Attendance Regulations of the Education Department permitted such half-days to be 
considered "excepted half days," the record for the month would have been a good one. The 
absentee report contains a longer list of names than usual. It will be noticed that in a number 
of cases full attendance had not been made in any one week out of the five dealt with in the 
report. ' Tenders are invited for the erection of the new class-room, | and the new entrance for 
the infant classes. The amount voted by the Education Department for the room is £350. The 



room as planned (22 x 24) will not cost that sum. If the new room could be made six feet 
longer, the new wing would then exactly correspond with the infants' wing of the building. 
This would permit of the whole school being modernised by roofing the portion between the 
two wings. Thus, at a minimum of cost, a large assembly room would he provided, and the 
school made up-to-date in its equipment 1 . In connection with the unopposed visit of the 
Governor of the Dominion, on Wednesday next, I have arranged for the School Cadets to 
parade in connection with the reception. The treasurer reported a credit balance at the Bank of 
£3O 9s 3d. The Rev. J. N. Buttle was ap pointed representative of the Committee on the 
Executive Committee! of the School Committee's Association. Messrs C. Perry, G. 
Townsend and E. H. Waddington were appointed visiting members for the month. It was 
reported that Mr Jas. Candy had accepted the position as conductor of the fife band, that 
position having been recently resigned by Mr F. W. G. McLeod. 
18th August 1908 Rugby The Wairarapa school team to play Wellington Primary school 
representatives is as follows: —L. Beard (Carterton), Lorimer (Greytojvn). Ewington 
(Masterton), Nix (Carterton), R. Giles (Carterton), Wickens (Masterton), Bassett (Carterton), 
Fly (Masterton), Ferrick (Greytown) J, Pinhey (Masterton), Sievers (Carterton), Manning 
(Carterton), Terry (Masterton), Meyrick (Carterton), Denbee (Carterton).  
The Wairarapa District High Schools team to play Wellington District High Schools is as 
follows: Armstrong (Carterton), Sutton (Masterton), Burridge (Masterton), Baillie 
(Carterton), Ibbotsen (Masterton), Shaw (Carterton), Ah Lop (Masterton), P. Dudson 
(Carterton), W. Dudson (Carterton), de Lisle (Masterton), T. beard (Carterton), R. Miller 
(Masterton), G. Miller (Masterton), Wagg (Masterton), Elliott Emergencies Back, Yarr 
(Masterton); forward, G. Wagg (Masterton). 
19th August 1908 The children of the Masterton District High School were dismissed at mid-
day to-day iv .-honont/ of Lord Pluuket's proposed visit, but the fact of His Excellency not 
coming- to Masterton (which is referred to elsewhere) does not deprive the scholars of their 
half-holiday. 
20th August 1908 Part of a long article LORD PLUNKET MISSING. 
MASTERTON GOES HOME AGAIN. " HAMLET " WITHOUT THE PRINCE OF 
DENMARK. (BT TELEGBAPH. —SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) Mastorton, August 19. 
Owing  to a misconception regarding dates, His Excellency Lord Plunket did not arrive in 
Masterton to-day in connection with the St. John Ambulance Association's' presentation, 
which was to have taken place here to-night. Captain Gathorno Hardy, Aide-de-Camp, had 
previously informed Mr.- A. J. Parton, secretary of the Association, that the Governor would 
arrive by to-day's express from Wellington, and in anticipation and in honour of the event 
there was a great crowd gathered together at the Masterton railway station. Amongst thoso 
present were the Mayor and several councillors, the Masterton School Cadets, and the 
Masterton Mounted Rifles, which were to provide the guard of honour, and also members of 
the Masterton branch of the St. John Ambulance Brigade in large numbers, and the whole 
force of the Wairarapa police. There must have been in all about six hundred people at the 
station. In the town itself flags flew everywhere, and people lined the street by which His 
Excellency was to arrive. The: State scholars, had a half-holiday, and one thousand boys and 
girls were distributed everywhere., 



When the train pulled up at the station and no Governor descended, looks of blank dismay 
spread over the faces of the assemblage, and all sorts of rumours were immediately in 
circulation 
25th August 1908 The agricultural classes at the Masterton District High School are now 
occupied chiefly iv the cultivation of seedlings. The plots, which are now looking well, are 
being prepared for seed potatoes, which are all ready in the seed frames lor planting as soon 
as favourable weather sets in. It is intended to plant about twelve varieties of potatoes. 
25th August 1908 The Wairarapa Hockey Association have placed the Lansdowne grounds at 
the disposal of the Ladies' Association for Thursday next. The final of the seven-aside 
tournament, between Greytown and Masterton High School, will therefore be played at 
Lansdowne at 3. 40 p.m. A match between the North and South Wairarapa ladies will also be 
played. 
28th August 1908 SEVEN ASIDE TOURNAMENT. The final round of the Wairarapa Ladies' 
Association's seven aside tournament between Kia Toa and the Masterton District High 
School was played at Lansdowne yesterday, and after an exciting game resulted in a win for 
Kia Toa by one goal to nil. Miss E. Bicknell scored for Kia Toa. Mr B. Iveson was referee. 
29th August 1908 Wellington Education Board . The Masterton School Committee wrote 
urging the erection of an Assembly Hall, at au estimated cost of £400, between the wings of 
the primary school. The Chairman said the Clerk of Works estimated the cost at £1000, and 
that he favoured a scheme somewhat different from that recommended. On the motion of Mr 
Hogg, seconded by Mr McDonald, it was decided to refer the matter to the Works 
Committee.  
Masterton, trial cistern, £2 10s. The tender of Mr R. Rigg for additions to the Masterton 
School--£317 — was accepted. 
3rd September 1908 The deep-breathing competition held by Mr Royd Garlick. ot Wellington, 
in the Masterton District High School recently, for a prize presented by Messrs McLeod and 
Young, has been won by Mr A.E. Brockett, teacher, of Mangatainoka. 
8th September 1908 A programme is now being arranged for the celebration of Dominion 
Day (September 26th) at the Masterton District High School. As far as has been decided upon 
at present, the School Cadets will be paraded in the morning at 11 o'clock tor: the purpose of 
saluting the flag, and the Dominion medals will be distributed to the children. The occasion 
will also be marked by speeches by the Mayor and others. So far Mr Jackson has not received 
the medals for the scholars, but these are expected to arrive in plenty of time for the 
celebrations. 
 
11th September 1908 Tho ordinary meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
eveuiug,..aud "was 'attended by Messrs R. Brown (chairmau), H. J. O'Leary, A. W/ 
Chapman, J. Carpenter, C. Perry, G. Towusoud, H. H. Cork aud Rev. J. N. Buttle. 
The Treasurer reported a cr balance of £7 12s Od. ' . 
The Education Board wrote notifying that the question, of forming an' assembly room at the 
High School by roofing an area between two wings had been referred to tho Hoard's Works 
Committee for consideration. The Chairman said the Board's Inspector had visited the school 
iv connection with the matter, aud the speaker understood-that the Board's Committee was 
favourable to the work, - which was considered very nocessary. 



A letter was received from Mr T. J. Thompson informing the . Committee that his children 
had beeu compelled to kuoel during part of school hours, which seemed to indicate that there 
was either a lack of seats or that tho school was ovorcrowded.—Tho Committee authorised 
the visiting members to look iuto the matter. 
A request was received from Mr E. Feist, secretary of the Presbyterian Bible Classes' 
Summer School Committee, for tho uso of tlie High School building during the curreucy of 
the Summer School iv Mastorton at tho cud of Docemuer next. The buildiug would be used 
by ladies only. It would also .be adequately iusured while it was so iv use, aud would be left 
iv good condition whou vacated. —The visiting members were instructed.to confer with the 
Headmaster on the subject, with power-to act. The Headmaster reported as follows : —
Attendance—Main School: Rolf (SGO, average attendance (515, percentage of attendance 
'.)_. Side School: Roll 184, average attoudauce 170, percentage of attendance 02. Secondary 
classes: Roll 7.-3, average attendance (50, percentage of atteudauce 0(5. The attoudauce for 
the month has beou highly, satisfactory. I have no absentee list to preseut/ Tho final notices 
issued by the Board's Truant Officer ou last mouth's absoutee report havo had tho desired 
effect. Tho Board's Inspectors paid their auuual examination visit to the Main School aud 
Side School last woek. A further examination visit will be paid in November or December 
next for tho Sixth Standard and Secondary Classes. Tho usual term huliday of one week is 
being observed this'week. The contractor for the erection of the new classroom has 
commenced tho work. The construction of tho dividing wall between the new class-room and 
the adjoining old one will bo completed during the present holiday. It will, therefore, not be 
necessary to obtain auv temporary accommodation. Tho presentation of Dominion Day 
commemoration medals' to school children has beou fixed for Saturday, 2(>th iust., at 11 a.m. 
I shall be glad to see numbers of the School Committee preseut to take part iv the function. 
Mesrss Brown, Carpenter aud Rev. Buttle were appointed visiting members for the mouth. 
11th September 1908 The Dominion Day celebrations in connec ion with the Masterton 
School have been fixed for Saturday the 26th inst., at 11 o'clock in the morning. The medals 
struck to commemorate the occasion of the raiding in status of the colony to a Dominion will 
be presented, probably by the Mayor.' The, School Committee and other officials will be 
present. 
19th September 1908 The school children's medals to commemorate the proclamation of New 
Zealand a Dominion have beeu received at the Masterton District High School, and will be 
distributed to the scholars on Saturday next, Dominion Day. They are of magnaliuin, a very 
light substance, with a lustre like silver, and are in size between a shilling and a florin. On tfie 
obverse side is a bust of ward, surmounted by a crownWud encircled by the national flags, 
while round the edge is stamped, "Edward VII., of the British Dominions, King." Ou the 
reverse side are two fern leaves aud the inscription?: "Presented to the children attending the 
schools of the Dominion," and "New Zealand proclaimed a Dominion, September 26th, 
1907." The number received by the Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) is 912, which 
corresponds exactly to the number of pupils ou the roll during the June quarter. 
25th September 1908 Wellington Education Board plau was submitted of the Assembly Hall 
proposed to be erected at the Masterton District High School. The estimated cost is £850. It 
was resolved that the work be recommended to the Department, and a graut applied for. The 
Inspectors reported that the Infant Department and Side School at Masterton were 



overcrowded, but it was probable that the opening of the Lausdowue School would give 
relief. It was decided, iv the meantime, to advise the Headmaster not to enrol children 
between five and six years old. . . The secretary was instructed to take steps to define the 
school district boundaries for Lansdowue 
An application for the use of the Masterton School for summer classes was agreed to. The 
appointment was recommended of Mr Haslam as Major in command ot the Wairarapa 
Cadets, 
26th September 1908 DOMINION DAY CELEBRATIONS. 
PROCEEDINGS AT MASTERTON I DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. PRESENTATION OP 
MEDALS. AN INTERESTING CEREMONY. Dominion Day (to-day) was cele brated, for 
the sake of convenience ,by the scholars of the Masterton District High School yesterday, 
when the medals struck to commemorate the occasion of the colony's re-christen-ing were 
presented to the children. The proceedings took place in the afternoon in the fine recreation 
ground attached to the school, which made an excellent open theatre for the rather striking 
little drama. There was a military aspect about the scene. The large body of scholars 
attending the school were ranged up in a hollow square around the grounds, and these were 
flanked by the young "soldiers of the Empire," the High School Cadets, under Captains 
Haalatii and Bunting. The Headmaster has an eye for effect, and he achieved great success in 
the layingout of his civilian and military units yesterday. The flag pole was removed from it 3 
quarters in another part oi the School grounds to form a centre piece for the Dominion Day 
celebrations, and when the flag floated gaily at the truck-head it must have aroused some 
mthusiasm even in the most disbelieving cynic who might be present. AMONG THE 
ONLOOKERS. \ 
There were some interesting personages among the spectators. There were veterans present 
who no doubt felt old memories revived of byrgone days when they, too, were in the 
expectant age of childhood, little anticipating that in the years intervening between then and 
to-day tfiey would have served their sovereign and country in the field of battle. There were 
old settlers there whose battles had been fought in a rather more peaceful arena, where the 
axe was the weapon, and the mighty forest the foe, and who, perhaps felt that if only in 
recognition of the achievements of those days our country should receive as a diadem the title 
of Dominion. Among the dignitaries who lent to the proceedings the necessary air of 
formality were: — His Worship the Mayor (Mr P. L. Hollings), the Chairman of the School 
Committee (Mr R. Brown), the Chairman of the Trust Lands Trustees (Mr T. B. Michell), 
Chairman of the Technical School (Mr E. Feist), Captain H. C. Robinson (Masterton Rifles), 
the Rev. J. N. Buttle and Mr A, W. Chapman (Masterton School Committee). ADDRESSES 
TO THE CHILDREN. The Chairman .if the School Committee was the first speaker, and in a 
few brief remarks .Mr Brown explained the object of the ceremony. He said that to-day was 
the first birthday of the Dominion, and it was an occasion concerning which the peopl i of 
that Dominion had reato feel piojd, as it meant something more than a mere change of name 
to New Zealand when the title "Dominion" was conferred by the King. It marked a very 
important stage in the colony's development, and unJoubtedly tended to raise the status of the 
country and ita people. He then called upon the Mayor to address the scholars. . . The Mayor 
gave a stirring address, in which he said it was a great mistake for people to endeavour to 
belittle the celebrations held to mark Dominion Day. He had no sympathy whatever with 



persons who, after the graat things that had been accomplished in so young a country, made 
light of a substantial recognition of those achievements ' in the conferring of a new and 
honourable title on our country. It was as idle to do this as it was'to criticise the wisdom of 
conferring titled honours upon a deserving statesman or warrior. Mr Hollings .said he thought 
that a sad lack of patriotic pride would be shown if some celebrations such as those then 
being carried out, did not mark the anniversary of Dominion Duy, which heralded a new era 
for New Zealanders. He exhorted the children never t;o allow their patriotism to become 
weakened by a lack of appreciation of what made for a country's welfare, and hoped they 
would always regard Dominion Day in its true light. THE FLAG SALUTED. The next 
business—a spectacular proceeding—was the saluting" of the flag. This occupied several 
minutes, and was a part of the ceremonial invested with considerable interest. The function 
over, the National Anthem was sung with «reat heartiness, and lusty cheers were then given 
for His Majesty the King. IN D3FENCE OF THE MEDALS. The Headmaster had some 
interesting remarks to make abou*; the medals, which were distributed after the flag had been 
saluted. Mr Jackuon said that people who thought the medals were paltry tokens were not 
aware of the value attached to them on account of the singularly appropriate nature of their 
composition. The metal the medallions were made of was known as magno'.ium, and this was 
a mixture.of two of the,most modern and valuable discoveries in the metal world—
aluminium and magnesium. The metal was of an extremely light nature, and would maintain 
its lustre well. Thus the advance made-by Now Zealand in its position in the world was 
typified in a medal which marked an epoch in metal discoveries. The medals, to the number 
offSOO, were then distributed.. CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PREMIER. 
The author of Dominion Day was not forgotten in the whirl of the proceedings, and a 
resolution was passed by the whole of the assembled company, that a telegram he sent to Sir 
Joseph Ward wishing him many happy returns of his political birthday, it being the 21st 
anniversary of the Premier's advent into Pa'lhmc r.t. Hearty cheers were then given for the 
Premier, the Mayor, visitors, and the Chairman of/ the School Committee. During the 
proceedings an apology for absence was read from F Captain McDonald of the Education 
Bpard. 
26th September 1908 he Headmaster of the Masterton District High School (Mr W. H. 
Jackson) is now busy again with his elder scholars in the preparation of the school gardens 
for the spring planting. The amount of valuable knowledge of a most practical char- 
acter imparted by the Headmaster in connection with this important branch* of the modern 
school curriculum is very considerable indeed, Mr Jackson being a skilled horticulturist. But 
his enthusiasm is well-known, and only recently the following high compliment was paid to 
him by Mr J. T. M. Hornsby, in speaking in the House on the Education Bill: —"I know a 
teacher in this country, and he is not a thousand miles from Wellington, who thinks as I do, 
and who holds himself, as it were, responsible for the personal habits of the children in his 
school. That teacher puts his impress upon every child in that school. He attends to them as a 
father would to his own children, with a knowledge of what he ought to do for the children, 
and I say it would be a vastly batter thing if we could get all our teachers in all the State 
schools of this country to take that personal interest in the children which that gentleman has 
time to do. I think I ought to do him the justice to state his name—Mr W. H. Jackson, 



headmaster of the Masterton District High School. If we had more teachers of his calibre in 
this Dominion, it would be a much better thing for the children, and, of course, for the State 
26th September 1908 Master Jack Humter was presented by the Mayor, at the Dominion Day 
celebrations at the District High School yesterday, wiih the certificate tfor bravery awarded 
by the Royal Humane Society to Master Hunter foe saving the life of a comrade maaaed 
Clapcott in the Ruamahanga Xiv&v last summer. Mr Hollings eulogised the pluck and self-
sacrificing  spirit shown by the youthful recipient, and at the invitation of the Headiaayter" 
three hearty cheers were accorded ti Master Hurater by the large assembly at the ceremony. 
2nd October 1908 The Mastorton District High School seems on a fair way to having a very 
fine assembly room, as the Education Board has applied to tho Department for a grant of 
£86O towards the work, that being the estimated cost. The Board has no funds in hand, hence 
tho application to the Department. Tho new room will be formed by tho roofing-in of an area 
between the two large wings running back from the present building. Already an addition is 
being made to one of tho wings to make them of equal length 
5th October 1908 he Masterton District High School has always been regarded throughout 
Wairarapa as a model institution. The discipline of the establishment is perfect, and the high 
average of attendances indicates the care which is taken in the supervision of all pupils 
attending it. It is not generally known, too, that really splendid work is now being 
accomplished in connection with the garden plots attached to the school. The Headmaster, Mr 
W. H. Jackson, is himself an exceptionally capable amateur horticulturist, and is very 
successful in imparting much of his own enthusiasm and skill to his pupils. 
9th October 1908 The cookery classes of ths Masterton District High School will complete 
this year's final term at the end of the present month. An afternoon reception will be held on 
Thursday afternoon, the 29th, at 3 p.m , for members of the School Committee, and any 
parents who would like to visit the school. R\ freshmems will be prepared by the girls of the c 
>ukery classes. Last the School Committee decided that all its members should, if possible, 
attend the reception. 
9th October 1908 MASTERTON MUNICIPAL BATHS. 
REGULATING HOURS FOR BATHING. With the demands for swimming accommodation 
made by the members of the Wairarapa Amateur Swimmina Club, the Masterton Ladies' 
Swimming Club and the scholars of the Masterton District High School and the Catholic 
School, besides the general public, the Borough Council recognised they had no light task 
ahead of them to arrange suitable bathing hours during the coming season. Last year the 
hours fixed were not regarded as altogether satisfactory by the ladies, and the Council 
therefore delegated Crs Haughey, Prentice and Elliott to confer with various representatives 
of swimming bodies to compile if possible, a schedule of hours. A conference was therefore 
held in the Council Chambers last night. There were present—Crs Hauerhey (in the chair), 
Prentice and Elliott, Mesdames Blackman and Noble-Campbell and Miss Gillespie 
(Masterton Ladies' Swimming Club), Me?srs E. R. B. Daniel, VV. Ureu and R. V Hosking 
(Wairarapa Amateur Swimming Club), Mr W. H. Jackson (District High School), Mr M. C. 
O'Connell (Roman Catholic School). 
Cr Haughey explained that the Council had thought it best to ask delegates to mot a fub-
committee of the Council and gi"e their views on the hours, etc., to be observed for bathing 
during the coming season in the public baths. After some discussion Cr Elliott moved that the 



recommendation of the Wairarapa Amateur Swimming Club be out before the Council as 
being entirely suitable —The motion was seconded by Mr E. R. B. Daniel and carried 
unanimously. 
These recommendations were as follow: — Monday—Gents, 6 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. and 4 to 8 
p.m.; ladies, 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday—Gents, 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; ladies, 6 a.m. to 9.30 
a.m. and 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday—Gents, 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; ladies, 6 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. 
and R p.m. to 8 p.m. ThufSdfiy--G«n,fc, 6 a.fin, to ?39 p.m. and 5 p.m. k* ?? P-m> ) ladles* 
9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday—Gents, 9.30 a.m. t to. 8 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; iadte'fc',6 a.m. 
t0j).30 a.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday—Gents 6 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; 
ladies, 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday—Closed. With regard to Sunday 
bathing in the baths it was decided unanimously on the motion of Dr. R. Hosking, that the 
Council should close the baths to swimmers on that day, so as to give an opportunity to the 
custodian to empty and re fill the bath. §Dr. Hosking moved (as the Councillors present 
desired an expression of opi-ion) that the baths should be opened from 6 a.m. on Thursday 
next. This was carried unanimously 
9th October 1908 HE BUILDING COMPLETED Y ESTER DAYThe contractors ior the 
erection of the Lansdowne School, Messrs Taylor and Hodgts, completed the work yesterday, 
just two months ahead of contract time. The very favourable weather was the cause of th 3 
contractors making such excellent headway, and in addition they pushed on rapidly with the 
interior detail work not affected by weather. The school is a very handsome and compact 
building, and the contractors are to be congratulated on the creditable ■nanner in which they 
have carried out the contract. The building has been finished in pressed brick, and has two 
entrances, one from each end. There are two fine class rooms, each 26ft by 24ft, a 
commodious assembly room 60ft by 33ft, two privste rooms for teachers, each lift by'loft, 
and two lavatories and cloak rooms for the scholars. To ensure good ventilation and dryness 
generally the building has been erected on a base three feet above ground. The assembly 
room has been so constructed as to be divisable into two class rooms if desired. A feature of 
the detail work is that the blackboards have been'let into the walls of the class 
rooms,obviating the use of the old-time easel. In all the appointments nothing in the way of 
expense has been spared to make the school up to-date and convenient in every respect. The 
ceilings are of ivory woodj plaster with cornices ol stuccolin. 
The painting was done by Messrs Smith Bros., and the plUmbine work by Messrs Pickering 
Bros. The plans were drawn by the architect for the Education Board (Mr McDougall) and 
Mr H. A. Jones, of Masterton, acted as building supervisor on behalf of the Board. The public 
will be permitted to inspect the school from to-day. 
 
9th October 1908 MONTHLY MEETING 
The ordinary meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, there being 
present Messrs R. Brown (chairmau), H. H. Cork, A. W. Ohapmau, J. Carpenter, E. H. 
Waddingtou, H. J. O'Leary and Rev. J. N. Buttle. An apology for absence was received from 
Mr G,. Townseud. 
Tho Treasurer reported a credit baJ-. auce of £28 15s. sd. 
The EduQation Board wrote stating that there was. no objection ; to the Masterton High 
School building being used in connection with the Presbyterian Summer, School during the 



last'week of December next provided the building was insured during the time of occupation' 
for a ' reasonable amount. ..-...,-.. 
A fufthor lettelr from the Board stated that it had decided to make application to the 
"Department for a grant of £8.50 for the erection of an assembly hall at the school, that being 
the estimated cost. - It was resolved to ask Mr-A. W. Hogg, M.P., to assist in obtaining the 
grant. The headmaster submitted . the following report for the past mouth:— Attendance: 
Main School, on roll, 639, average attendance, 585; Side School, on ,roll.' ! . 190, average 
attendance 178; Secondary classes, on roll 99, average attendance 94. Au excellent 
atteudauce for''the mouth has been recorded. The accompanying absentee report contains few 
names. The Board's Truaut Officer- has to-day j visited the parents of the worst of the: cases 
aud issued final warnings-.- The contractor for the erection of the new, class-room has made 
good progress, with the work which-will bo completed weU'withiu the contract time' of eight 
weeks. The cookery classes will complete this year's final term at the cud of the present 
month. An afternoon reception; will be held ou Thursday afternoon, the 29th, at 3 o'clock, for 
members of the committee, and any pareuts who would like to visit the school. Refreshments 
will be provided by the girls of the cookery classes. I should be glad if the committee will 
appoint a sub-commit-tee to confer with me regarding the practicability of establishing 
classes for the senior girls in advanced sewing and dressmaking. Last year the Board was 
asked to establish such classes on the same basis as the cookery classes, aud appoint au 
expert teacher for the district. The Board replied that it could not see its way to do this. I have 
pleasure in notifying the committee that I have received donations of seeds for the school 
garden experiments from Messrs Sutton and Sous, the W.F.C.A., aud Mr J. Caselberg. Votes 
of thauks were accorded to donors of seeds. The Committee noted with satisfaction tho very 
good average attendance shown iv the report. It was agreed that as many as possible should 
make an effort to attend the afternoon tea to be given by the pupils of the cookery class. 
Messrs Townseud, Waddingtou and Perry were appointed a committee to confer with tiie 
Headmaster with reference to the establishment of advanced sewing .and dressmaking 
classes. It was decided to expend about £5 in obtaining new seats for the infant class-room to 
relieve, the conditions brought about by over-crowding. Messrs Chapman, Cork, aud O'Leary 
were appointed visiting members for the month aud were instructed to obtain au estimate of 
aud report upon' the cost of gradiug the playgrounds. Accouuts amounting to £22 13s 2d were 
passed for payment. 
20th October 1908 The Landowne School will uot, it is thought, bo officially opeued until 
after the Christmas vacation. The school buildiug is completed, but the work of clearing the 
grouuds and fencing the frontage to the road aud tho river boundary has yet to be undertaken. 
20th October 1908 Before the Lansdownc school is ready for nso some external details have 
yet to be attended to. Just now the clearing away of a number of trees and stumps is engaging 
a small .staff of men, while the front fence has yet to be erected. Yesterday some of tho 
interior furnishings were placed in the .school. It is thought the school will be officially 
opened after Christmas. 
30th October 1908 Wellington Education Board Assembly Hall, Masterton School:—A letter 
was received from the Education Department, stating that, owing to very heavy demands on 
the Department regarding new schools, etc., it would bo impossible to make a grant in aid of 



an assembly liajl at the Masterton School. It was decided to forward a copy of the 
Department's -letter- to- -the Masterton School Committee. 
30th October 1908 The afternoon tea which was to have been given by the senior girls of the 
cookery classes at the Masterton District High School to parents and visitors this afternoon 
has been postponed until next Friday afternoon 
7th November 1908 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
COOKERY CLASS AFTERNOON TEA. The cookery classes a/ the Masterton District High 
School, which have been in progress all the winter, under the supervision of Miss Taloot, 
were yesterday closed for the summer, and to mark the occasiou the girls of the seuior classes 
eutertaiued a large number of visitors at afteruoou tea iv the school grounds. Those present 
included members of the School Committee, the teachiug staff aud parouts aud childreu. The 
atteudauce of the latter would undoubtedly havo been much larger, were it not for the 
threatening aspect of the weather. . The object of the fuuctiou aeally was to demonstrate how 
tho classes have advanced in light cooking, aud for au afteruoou tea nothing more delectable 
could have beeu desired than the fare provided. Tho tea was served by the members of the 
class, aud the 'dainty edibles, which were there in profuse, abuudauce and variey, were 
proclaimed ou all sides as excellent. The parents were favourably impressed with the 
practical results of the instructress, Miss Talbot, who received many spontaneous tributes of 
well-deserved praise. It was highly creditable both to teacher aud pupils that such high-class 
work could have been turned out by school girls, and oue is more thau ever convinced, from 
yesterday's demonstration, of the wisdom of having such a class formiug part of the 
curriculum of a public school education. 
After tea. which proved highly enjoyable, many of those present inspected the school 
buildings, particularly the cookery portion, aud admiration was expressed at the up-to-date 
facilities provided iv the latter. Many also made a tour of the school garden, auother 
importuat branch, which is in first-class order and looking very well just now, reflecting 
creditably ou the practical enthusiasm of the headmaster, Mr W. H. Jackson, who displays 
characteristic interest in the study and practice of horticulture as a feature of modern school 
Work? 
 
13th November 1908 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee, last evening, the 
secretary read a rough statement of receipts and expenditure for the year which showed that 
the- Committee would have an available balance of £160 for general expenses at the school. 
The members considered that the financial position was highly satisfactory. 
13th November 1908 The mouthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held iv 
the Secretary's office last oveuiiig, when there were present—Messrs R. Browu (chairman), 
H. ,T. O'Loary, A. W. Ohaptnau, (J. Townseud, H. H. Cork, aud'O. Perry 
The Treasurer's reporb showed a credit balance for the mouth of £63 ( .)s 4d. 
A communication was received from the Education Department regretting that they could not 
accede to the Committee's request for a grant for the erection or an assembly hall at the High 
School.—lt was decided to still keep the matter in view and to again communicate with the 
Department through Mr Hogg. 
Mr Parry reported, iv reference to the sewing classes at the school, that he had interviewed 
Mr Jackson on the matter and he had stated that the only system of dressmaking approved "of 



by the Board was not practicable and that if any other system whs inaugurated the Committee 
would have to boar the cost. 
Messrs Perry, Townseud and \Vaddingfcou were appointed a committee to go fully into the 
matter aud ascertain the cost of machines and also of engaging an iusfcrnctress. Mr Cork said 
he was very pleased to state that he was at tha t'uuntiou giveu by the pupils of Miss Talbofc's 
cookery class at the winding up of the" class, and he had to congratulate the pupils aud 
teacher on the success of their work. He wished the committee to place ou record their keen 
appreciation of Miss Talbofc's efforts. Other members of the committee also spoke in terms 
of praise on the work of the cookery class 
Accounts amounting to £23 7s 5d were passed for payment. Messrs Perry, Townsend aud 
Waddingtou are tlie visiting members for fche month. 
The following is the Headmaster's report for the past month: -- Main School—Roll number 
646, average attendance 591; Side School—l 93 and 17?; Secondary Classes—99 and 93. 
The attendance for the month has been V9ry good. There are no names for the absentee 
report. The annual examination of the pupils of the secondary classes has beeu held this week 
by Inspectors Fleming and Tennant. I have pleasure in notifying the Committee that all 
the\pupils from this school who commenced their course at Victoria College this year were 
successful in the annual examinations of the College. The new class room is now completed 
and ready for its furniture. I have made appliaction to the Board for the requisite number of 
desks and have asked that the room be equipped with a modern type of desk instead of the 
clumsy "all-wood" kind usually supplied. I have pleasure in notifying the committee of the 
receipt; of a good supply of seedling plants for the Side School, from Mr E. Hale, and also of 
a sack of articfiial maDure from Messrs Dalgety amd Co., per Mr J. M. Moodie. The 
Chairman stated that the attendance was highly satisfactory, and lie also considered that the 
success of pupils of the school at Victoria College was very gratifying. , A vote of thanks was 
passed to Messrs E. Hale and TTialgety and Co. for their donations to the school. 
23rd November 1908 WAIRARAPA SCHOOL CADETS. 
BATTALION PARADE. 
A battalion parade of cadets belonging to Wairarapa School Cadet Battalion was held on the 
school recreation ground Masterton on Saturday afternoon last. The parade was under the 
command of Acting-Major C. N. Haslam, of the staff of the Masterton District High School, 
and was attended by cadets from the following companies: —Masterton No. 1 (61 cadets, 
under) Acting-Captain J. G. Bee; Masterton No. 2 (53 cadets, Captain N. D. Bunting; 
Masterton No. 3 (46 cadets), Captain H. H. Sutton; Carterton (32 cadets), Captain A. 
Talbot;Greytown (40 cadets), Captain H. W. King; Featherston (18 cadets), Captain F. C. 
Ever ton; Eketahuna (20 cadets), Captain W. Dempsey; Te Ore Ore and Upper Plain 
detachments (24 cadet) s,Lieutenant G. A. Jones. The total strength present numbered 298. In 
the morning various battalion movements were creditably executed, ana in the afternoon, 
after the battalion had been photographed in different formations, movements in extended 
work were practised. At the conclusion of the afternoon parade, the Commanding Officer 
(Acting-Major C. N. Haslam) complimened the cadets on their excellent muster, and 
expressed the opinion that in the event of a battalion camp being held, officers and cadets 
would rapidly gain much useful knowledge of military routine. 
 



4th December 1908 LANSDOWNE SCHOOL, ELECTION OF ITS FIRST COMMITTEE. 
BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT DEFINED. 
A meeting of the residents of Lansdowne was held in the new school house, Lansdowne last 
evening. There was a fair attendance, Mr P. L. Hollings being voted to the chair. Mr H. C. L. 
Robinson acted as secretary to the meeting. The Chairman stated that the meeting had been 
called for the purpose of electing a school committee of seven, and to recommend to the 
Education Department the proposed boundaries of the new school^district. Th 6 following 
were appointed a school committee: —Messrs P. L. Hollings, J. C. Ewington, Ros*?, J. 
Hunter, H. E. Goanell, W. Harris, and P. Compton. Mr P. L. Hollings was elected chairman 
of the committee, and in thanking those present for his election to the position, stated that he 
would do all in his power to see the school properly started. 
It was decided that the boundaries of the new school district be the Ruamahanga and 
Waipoua rivers towards the west, south and east, and the present boundary of the Masterton 
school district towards the north. It was also decided to consult with the Masterton School 
Committee with reference to the proposed boundaries for their approval of the same. Mr H. 
E. Gosnell was elected secretary of the committee. 
 
4th December 1908 EW LANSDOWNE SCHOOL. 
ELECTION OF A COMMITTEE, 
About a dozen householders assembled liisfi evening iv the new school recently erected at 
Lausdowne for tlio purpose of . electing the first committee to manage the School. Mr P. L. 
Rollings was voted to the Chair, aud Mr H. 0. Robinson undertook the duties of secretary for 
the meeting. 
The chairman explained that the meeting was a statutory one, and besides the election of a 
committee, it was called upon to provisionally fix the school district. The number of 
comuiitteemen that they were entitled to was seven. 
Nominations were then invited and the following were received : —Messrs P. L. Holliugs, J. 
Hunter, J. 0. Ewington, W. Harris, 0. 0. Ross, H. E. Gosuell aud R. M. Oompton. This being 
the required number all were declared elected. 
Mr Robinson was nominated but declined, as being a member*of the Trust Lauds Trust he 
did not consider it advisable to be in the two positions. 
The Committee then appointed Mr Holliugs as its chairman and Mr Gosuell as seceretary. 
Both positions, it was explained, would only hold until the annual meeting of householders in 
April next. 
On the motion of Mr Gosuell, seconded by Mr Ross, it was decided to recommend the 
Education Board that the Lausdowue School District be bouuded as follows:—On the south 
and east by the Ruamahuuga river, on the south and west by the Waipoua river, and on the 
north by northern boundary of the Masterton School district. 
It was further resolved to forward to the Masterton School Committee a copy of the proposed 
boundaries for their approval, and to inform the Education Board of this action. 
After the meeting of householders the newly-elected committee met, and passed a resolution 
recommending the Education Board to have everything m readiness for the opening of the 
school immediately after the forthcoming Christmas vacation. 



4th December 1908 he classes at the Masterton District High School will break up for the 
Christmas vacation ou Friday, Decembor 18th. The annual examinations for promotion, 
which are now "being held at tiie school, are nearing completion. 
7th December 1908 OPENING THE NEW TECHNICAL SCHOOL. 
Mrs R. J. Seddon in reply to an invitation extended to her and her f Attiily to be present &t 
the opening r of the Seddon Memorial Technical School, in Masterton, on Thursday next, 
wired to the Secretary of the Institution (Mr N. D. Bunting) on Saturday as follows:—"Letter 
received. Please convey to the Managers my appreciation of their thoughtfulness. Will be 
pleased to be present with members of. My family at the opening of the Technical School, 
which is erected as &\ memorial to tlae late R. -5. Seddon." Invitations have been issued to 
leading townspeople and local bodies, and the school premises to have an auspicious 
opening. The Minister for Education (the Hon. G. Fowlds) will be present. 
11th December 1908 HEADMASTER'S REPORT. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the Secretary's office 
last evening. There were present,—Messrs R. Brown (chairman), H. O'Leary, E. H. 
Waddington, J. Carpenter, W. H, Jackson, .A. W. Chapman, and G. Town^nd. 
Leave of absence was granted to Messrs H. H. Cork, C, Perry, and Rev. J. N. Buttle. The 
Treasurer reporter] a credit, balance at the bank of £53 63 lOd,. but cheques amounting to £5 
193 9d were shown as outstanding against; this am-jur.t. 
A ktter was received from the Committee of the new Lansdowne-. School, suggesting that the 
boundaries for the new schnol district'be as follows:—South and east, the Ruamahanga River; 
south and west, the Waipoua River; and the north boundary to be the present Masterton 
School district. —On the motion of Mr Townsend, the proposed boundaries were approved 
of. Accounts amounting to £l2 18s. Id were passed for payment. In connection with the 
proposed dressmaking classes under the regulations laid down, the secretary was instructed to 
inform the Department that the Committee were unable to secure a teacher to comply with 
suckv regulations, and to ask the Board to refer the matter of securing ' a teacher for the 
district to the j| Education Department. 
Messrs R. Brown, J. Carpenter, and the Rev. J. N. Buttle'*,were appointed visiting members 
for the »IO!Hl\ 
The monthly report of the Headmaster, Mr W. H. Jackson, read as follows:—Attendance. 
Main School percentage of attendance, 93. Side School —191; average attendance,. 178; 
percentage of attendance, 93. Secondary Classes—9s; ' average attendance, 89; percenage of 
attendance, 94. There has been an excellent attendance for the month, and 1 have no absentee 
report to pre sent. The Board's Truant Officer paid a visit to the school this week. He made 
one or two domiciliary visits, but with these exceptions there were no cases needing his 
attention. I have just completed the annual promotion examination of the school, in 
accordance with the Education Department's regulations. Very few scholars have failed to 
obtain promotion. In nearly every case of failure poor attendance has been the cause. The 
three cadet corps of the school have been inspected thi* week by Colonel Loveday, 
Commandant of Public School Cadet Corps. He speaks very highly of the drill and discipline 
of the boys. I have been notified by the Board that the request made by .me for furniture of 
modern type for the new room has been accaded to, and an order placed for its manufacture. I 
have consulted with the Borough Engineer regarding the proposed asphalting in the boys' 



playeround. He has promised to do the work before the end of the term holiday, if his street 
macadamising operations will permit him, to do so. The term vacation, of six weeks, will 
comence on Monday, the 21st inst. —The* report was adopted..^ 
11th December 1908 ASSEMBLY ROOM AT HIGH SCHOOL. 
DEPUTATION TO MINISTER 
FOR EDUCATION. 
CLASSED AS A LUXURY. 
Duriug his visit to Masterton yesterday, Hou. G. Fovvlds, Minister for Education was driveu 
to the Masterton District High School and there waited upon by a deputation from the School 
Committee, who brought uuder his notice the desirabilty of providing a large assembly 
room,which could be created by the roofiug in of an opeu spaco between two existing wings 
The work, it was pointed out, could be accomplished for £(500. 
The Minister, after viewing the spot for the proposed room, said he considered the project a 
luxury which was not required. So many claims were made ou the Department for bare 
necessities in schools that luxuries were out of the question, and he could uot soe his way 
clear to grant such. 
Tiio deputation submitted that it was uo luxury. Iv all new schools au assembly-room was 
provided, aud at tho Masterton School it was a bare uecessity. Tbe Minister was also 
reminded that the Government had not beeu too liberal to tho Masterton primary school, as 
during the past fifteen years practically no Government mouey had been expended on it. 
Mr Fowlds still maintained that the work was not a necessity, and the most he could do would 
be to subsidise to tho exteut of £ for £ any subscriptions that might be collected for this 
purpose. Iv a tour of inspection of the school, the Minister expressed himself highly pleased 
with its management aud conduct. He also spoke words of commendation and encouragement 
to the cadets who were lined up in the yard. Mr Fowlds also paid a visit to the school garden, 
the appearance aud usefulness ot which greatly impressed him. 
11th December 1908 ADVANCED TEACHING 
THE SCHOOL GARDENS AT W3ASTERTON. INTERESTING RESULTS. MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION ON TOUR, (By Our Special Reporter.) MASTERTON, This Day. The 
ceremony connected with the opening of the Technical School here yesterday passed off very 
successfully. The main points of the speech of the Minister of Education (the Hon. Geo. 
Fowlds), who performed the ceremony, were reported in the Post yesterday. The Minister 
enlarged on the advantages of technical education, and was at some pains to show the 
remarkable advance which has taken plate in that branch <if training during the last eight 
years in Now ZealandMasterton's new tochnical 'school is a fine two storied brick structure, 
of handsome design, and solid construction. Tho building cost about £3000, and has been 
erected as a- memorial to the late Mr R. J. Sed<lon. The residents of Masterton subscribed 
£1200 towards the cost. This sum was subsidised pound for pound by the Government, and a 
special grant of £1000 was also made by the Government towards the cost. The building 
should meet the require- ■ ments of the Masterton district for many years to come. Mrs". 
Seddon was un- . avoidably prevented from attending the ceremonyj but Mr. T. E. Y. 
Secldon, .son of tho late Premier, and Mrs. F. Dyer, daughter of the late Mr. Sed.don, were 
present. The residents of Masterton. presented both the Minister and Mr. T. Seddon with 
silver keys mounted on shields, over an appropriate .inscription, ia honour of the occasion. 



When Mr. Seddon addressed the gathering he was warmly applauded, and the other speakers, 
Messrs. A. W. Hogg, , Feist, Hollings, and Corudine, were also listened to with interest. • „- 
The function gave the Minister an opportunity of inspecting the school gar,dens, which . are 
> carried on under the supervision •of the headmaster of the -High School, Mr. Jackson, by 
the sixth standard and secondary pupils. The work which has been dope there is really worthy 
of the highest praise, and it is doubtful if there is anything of a similar kind to equal it in New 
Zealand. Two years ago Mr. Jackson, who is an enthusiast in horticulture, persuaded the 
Masterton Trust Lands Trust to hand over to the High School Committee a 'vacan^ section 
opposite the school. Tho land in 'this particular locality is poor and covered with shingle, but 
the master and tho schoolboys went to work with a will, and an extraordinary transi formation 
has been worked in v. little | over twenty months. Over 100 tons of large .shingle were 
cleared off tho section, .and a start was then made with the cultivation of the land. The wholo 
area was carefullly laid out m plotsthere are thirty-two altogether — and a systematic line of 
action was decided upon. Two ooys are assigned the management of two plots, and 
competition is the main feature of the race for supremacy. Flowers and vegetables are 
cultivated with equal zest. Yesterday, the visitors saw a glorious ptoi'usion of sweet peas, 
luscious clumps of red currants, strawberries, poaches, nectarines, turnips, carrots, 
gooseberries, and the iC latest thing out " — the asparagus pea. - The cultivation of such a 
variety pf xegetablcs and flowers is not carried on haphazard. Experiments are being 
conducted the w hole ,of tho time. In each plot different varieties of vegetables are grown, 
aifd the same variety is .treated in rows with different classes of manure, various quantities of 
the same manure, and cultivation without artificial manures must also be attempted to 
determine the relative value of the systems adopted. The boys are required to keep | a register 
of the quantities of manure used, and a careful record of the results obtained. Each brace of 
plots is worked i in competition with the others, and tho two boys who come out on top are 
rewarded with prizes of 10s each. The time devoted to this instruction in agricultural training 
is three hours per week —one hour to the science of agriculture (it should be explained that 
the .«chool is furnished with a well-equipped laboratory), one " hour to botany, and one I 
hour to the practical work. j The young agriculturists go into the business with whole-hearted 
energy. At the Masterlon Horticultural Show they are found in open competition with the 
other exhibitors, and it speaks well for the work done by them that last year they wore able to 
carry off several prizes. This year they hope to do even better. The Masterton District High 
School garden is really an object-lesson to the other schools of the Dominion. The Minister of 
Education stated yesterday that he had seen nothing like it in New Zealand, dnd that meed of 
praise does not seem to be in the least overdrawn. The success of the imdertaking is primarily 
due to the enthusiasm of the headmaster of the school, Mr. Jackson, but the Masterton Trust 
Lands Trust is also deserving of the thanks of the school authorities for the practical support 
it has given to the school garden scheme. 
12th December 1908 he monthly meeting of the Committee of the Masterton District High 
School waa held in the secretary's office on Thursday evening; presentMessrs R. Brown 
(ohairmau), E. H. Waddiugtou, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, A. W. Chapinau, G. ToWuseud. 
Apologies for absence were tendered on behalf of Rev. J. N. Buttle, and Messrs H. H. Cork 
and 0. Perry, to whom leave of abseuco was granted. Tho treasurer's statement disclosed a 



credit balance of £53 (!s IOd ; uupreseuted cheques would iecluco the balance to £47 7s Id. 
Recoipts since last meeting were £10 14s (id and expenditure £19 17s. 
A further letter was received from Mr H. Scott with reference to school cleaning, but no 
action was taken. The Lausdowno School Committee wrote, forwarding copy of resolution 
recommending that the boundaries of the Lausdowne school district be as follow :—South 
and east by the Ruamahanga river; south and west by the Waipoua river; north by the present 
boundary of tho Masterton schoul district. The writers asked for tho Masterton School 
Committee's approval of their proposed boundary. It was decided, on the motion of Mr 
Towuseud, secouded by Mr Chapman, that the Committee agree to the northern boundary of 
the Masterton district beiug tho Waipoua river, and other boundaries affecting Mastorton aa 
set out in the letter. 
The Headmaster reported as follows: —Attendance: Main School, number on roll (549, 
average (505; Sido School, 191 and 178; Secondary Classes, 95 and 89. There has been an 
excolleut attendance for tho mouth, and I have no absentee report to present. The Board's 
Truaut Officer paid a visit to the school this week. He mado one or two domiciliary visits, 
but, with these exceptions, thero wore no cases needing his attention. I havo just completed 
the annual promotion examination of tho school, in accordance with the Education 
Department's regulations. Very fow scnolars havo failed to obtain promotion. In nearly every 
case of failure, poor attendance lias been tho cause. The three cadet corps of the school have 
been inspected this wook by Colouel Loveday, Commaudaut of Public School Cadet Corps. 
Ho speaks very highly of tho drill aud discipline of the boys. I have boeu notified by the 
Board that the request mado by mo for fnruituro of modem type for tho new room lias been 
acceded to, and an order placed fov its manufacture. I have consulted with the Borough 
Engineer regarding tho proposed asphalting in the boys' playground. He has promised to do 
'the work before tho end of the term holiday, if his street macadamising operations will 
permit him. Tho term vacation, of six weeks, will commence on Monday, the 21st lust. 
The report was adopted, aud the Chairman remarked ou its satisfactory nature. The 
attendance was keeping up very well. It was also gratifying to note that Mr Jackson had 
secured the latest type of furniture for the school. 
Accounts amounting to £13 18s Id were passed for payment. The Headmaster had reported 
that the Committee was not permitted—ou account of the manner in which the regulations 
wore administered—to conduct dressmaking classes at the school on the same lines as tho 
classes under technical jurisdiction. 
It was resolvoil, o'i the motiou of Mr Towuseml. secouded by Mr Waddiugtou, that a letter be 
forwarded to the Educatiou Board, poiutiug oat that the Committee had mado every effort to 
secure a toachor for the dressmaking classes, iv accordauce with the regulations, and had 
failed, aud askiug tlie Board if it would appoiut a teacher, or, iv the alternative, obtain 
recoguitiou from the Educatiou Denartmeut of the appointment of an instructor in this 
division for the whole of the district. 
It was further decided.with a view of securing support in the last-men-tioned 
recommeudation, to forward a copy of the resolution to each School Committee in the 
district. 
12th December 1908 MASTERTON SCHOOL GARDENS. 
A TRIBUTE FROM ABROAD 



HOW THEY STRIKE A 
STRANGER 
A LAUDABLE OBJECT-LESSON 
A writer iv the Wellington Post thus refers to one of tho features for which the edncatioual 
regime of Mr W. H. Jackson, Headmaster of the Masterton District High School, is 
deservedly held iv high ropute throughout Wairarapa :— The fuuctiou of opeuiug tho Seddou 
Memorial Technical School gave the Miuister au opportunity of inspecting the school 
pardons, which ure carnod on under the supervision of the Headmaster of the High School, 
Mr Jackson, by the sixth staudard and secondary pupils. The work which has boeu done there 
is really worthy of the highest praise, and it is doubtful if there is anything of a similar kind to 
equal it iv New Zealaud. Two years ago Mr Jackson, who is an enthusiast iv horticulture, 
persuaded the Masterton Trust Lauds Trust to hand over to the High School Committee a 
vacaut section opposite the school. The laud in this particular locality is poor nud covered 
with shingle, but the master and the schoolboys weut to work with a will, and au 
extraordinary transformation has been worked in a little over twenty mouths. Over one 
hundred tons of large shiugle were cleared off the section, and a start was then made with the 
cultivation of the land. The whole area was carefully laid out iv plots—there are thirty-two 
altogether—and a systematic line of action was decided upon. Two boys are assigned the 
management of each plot, and competition is the main feature of the race for supremacy. 
Flowers and vegetables are cultivated with equal zest. Ou Thursday the visitors saw a 
glorious profusion of sweet peas, luscious clumps of red currants, strawberries, peaches, 
nectarines, turnips, carrots, gooseberries, aud tne "latest tiling out"—the asparagus pea. The 
cultivation of such a variety of vegetables and flowers is not carried ou haphazard. 
Experiments are being conducted the whole of the time. In each plot different varieties of 
vegetables are grown, and the same variety is treated in rows with different classes of 
mauure; various quantities of the same manure, and cultivation without artificial manures 
must also be attempted to determine the relative value of the systems adopted. The boys are 
required to keep a register of the quantities of mauure used, aud a careful record of the results 
obtained. Each single plot is worked in competition with the others, aud the two boys who 
come out on top are rewarded with prizes of ten shillings each. The time devoted to this 
iustruction in agricultural training is three hours per week—one hour to the science of 
agriculture (it should be explained that the school is furnished witli a well-equipped 
laboratory), one hour to botauy, and ouo hour to the practical work. 
The young agriculturists go into the business with whole-hearted energy. At the Masterton 
Horticultural Show they are found in open competition with the other exhibitors, and it 
speaks well for the work dove by them that last year they were able to carry oft" several 
prizes. This year they hope to do even better. 
The Masterton District Hi g h School garden is really an object lesson to the other schools of 
the Dominion. The Minister of Education stated on Thursday that he had seen nothing like it 
in New Zealand, and that moed of praise does not seem to bo in the least overdrawn. The 
success of the undertaking is primarily due to the enthusiasm of the headmaster of' the 
school, Mr Jackson, but tho Masterton Trust Lauds Trust is also deserving of the thanks of 
the school authorities for the practical support it has givou to the school garden scheme. 
18th December 1908 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 



ANNUAL PKOMOI'ION EXAMINATION. The following are the official results of the 
annual examination in connection with the Masterton District High School: — STANDARD 
VI. Proficiency certificates. Boys—Herbert Ah Lop, Stanley Aah ton, Harry Bannister, Clive 
Blackman, John Candy, Albert Dobson, Percy Fly, Winton French, Arnold Hadley, Murray 
Jackson, William Jackson, Edward Jepson, William Kennedy, Clarence La Roche, Harold 
Lett, Douglas Mackersey, James McFarlane, A'ex. McKenzie, Ormond Nicol, Stanley Potter, 
Philip Shaw, William Stewart, John Swanson, Roy Tait, William Terry, Richard Te Tau, 
Lander Thompson, George Wagg, Richard Webber, Reginald Wilton. Girls—Ellen Bedford, 
Doris Bentley, Sybil Cameron, Mary Catt, Constance Cook. Dorothy Cork, Minnie Dixon, 
Clarice Graham, Olive Henderson, Natalie Hill, Myrtle Hoffeins, Dorothy Hounslow, Nilla 
Hyde, Annie Jarrett, Doris Johnson, Jessie Joy, Vera King, Berry Leach, Gladys Lett, Rona 
Mason, Jessie Miller, Dora Pinhey, Effie Rayner, Kate Shaw, Harriet Thompson, Millicent 
Townsend, Emily Wilde. The above certificates entitle holders to junior free places at a high 
school, a district high school or technical school. STANDARD VI. Competency certificates. 
Boys— William Dalrymple, Roy Failoon, James Holland, Edward Lawrence, Horace Lewin, 
Stewart Rosa, John Johnson. Girls—Maud Bentley, Annie Hood, Edith Pinhey, Cora Ralph, 
Irene Perrin, Grace Tooby, Lillian Ussher. Promoted to Standard VI. B o y S _F r ed 
Ackerman, James Ash, Louis Butcher, Burnett Brunton, Roy Brunton, Frank Blackman, 
Hugh Buckthought, George Cooper, Arthur Dalrymple, Alfred Easthope, Harold Falk, 
Stephen Gough, Joseph Gray, Frank Henson,Ormond Hooper, Thomas Harding, Dennis 
Hourigan, Nelson Hendry, John Hunter, Leslie Johnston, Lawrence Johnston, Victor Jones, 
William Langley, Patrick Leahy, Willia Lenz, Harold Martin, Leo Miller, Alex. McKenzie, 
Calvert Moore, Herbert Newcombe, Edward Perry, Wallace Ross, Clarence Ralph, Frank 
Stains, Cyril Sykes, Ivan Sutherland, Cyril Varnham, Percy Wimsett, Eric Wickens, Ronald 
Crichton, Mervyn Adams. Girls—Pearl Allsworth, Olive Andrew, Daisy Barker, Edna 
Bannister, Doris Challis, Olive Cook, Lily Cameron, Brenda Cross, Effie Cant, Myrtle 
Hadlej, Florence Holmes, Mary Henson, Alma Stock-ley-jones, Evelyn Jones, Rayne King, 
Lizzie McFarlane, Ethel Pond, Alma Perry, Eileen Pinhey, Doris Pickett, IVarjorie 
Robertson, Ivy Shackleton, Winnie Truscott, Amy Vaughan, Minnie \Vallis, Maud Williams, 
Myre Wickens, Elsie Smith, Olive Rayner, Iris Duffy. Promoted to Standard V. Poys— 
Arthur Andrews, Arthur Andrew, George Ah Lop, William Annan, Leslie Barclay, Herbert 
Biggs, David Buckthought, Frank Cairns, Leonard Corlett, William Corlett, Richard 
Cameron, Alfred Davidson, William Davidson, Victor Davis, William Deadman, Maurice 
Fly, Alan Fuller, Roy Gardner, Bertram Harrod, Douglas Harding, Frank Hoar, Alfred 
Hoilings, Leopold Jackson, Harold Jepson, Cecil Johnston, Leslie Jones, Leo von 
Keisenberg, John Kelly, Albert Lewin, Hamilton Logan, Frank Long, John Miller, Bruce 
Morton, Lincoln Murray, William Olliver, George Pember. Robert Peterson, Walter Peter-
'on, Sidney Pragnell, Charles Scrivener, Frank Snell, Oswald Sykes, Eric Tooby. Clarence 
Tyacke, James Tornquist, Herbert Tornquist, Archie Williams, Cecil Williams, Herbert 
Wood, Isaac Wyber, John Young, Peter Hartmann, Stafford Pinhey, John McLean, Roy 
Hounslow, Claude Jarrett, George Drummo 1 "', Alfred Hodge, Howard Devonport. Girls— 
Hattie Brookes, Rachel Ballantyne, Odosca Blockley, -A lice Bedford, Alma Carpenter, Elma 
Chapman, Una Coster, Margaret Cameron, Emma Cant, Vida Dixon, Mabel Darlington, Lily 
Easthope, Violet EwLgton, Alien Golder, Edna Graham, Ivy Graham, Louisa Gourlay, 



Anastatia Hourigan, Marj ion Hayes, Rilth Hausmann, Hazel ! Jamieson, Ailcen Judd, Verna 
Knowj les, Agnes Kavanagh, Eva Lenz, j Gladys McKenzie, Dorothy McKenzie, Anne& 
McCormack, Maxted, Doris Madeley, Ruby Maltby, Pearl Pond, Alma Pickering, Lily 
Pauling, Keitha Pickett, Dulcie Rollo, Violet Reunion, Agnes Rees, Alfreda Ralph, Margaret 
Sandford, Henrietta -Simonson, Lena Shackleton, Ruby Thompson, Olive Wilton, Olive 
Wooding, Eunice Wyber, Maggie Williams, Ella Pinhey, Nora Turns r. 
Promoted to Standard IV. Boys—Sidney Briden, Noel Cook, Maurice Croniti, William 
Candy, Leonard Davis, Robert Davev, Daniel Davey, George Drake, Alfred Drake, Leo 
Dixon, Fred. Fabian, Roy Franks, Alfred Fox, Hector Geange, Reginald Graham, Leslie 
Howell, Guy Holmes, Gordon Johnsjn, William Kavanagh, William Leach, Archie Lea, 
Arthur Levick, Harold Millpr, William Munis, Stanley Moor, Walter Petersen, Edward 
Pinhey, Wilfred Payne, Garnet Perrnain, Traill Ross. Arthur Saker, Lawrence Sykes, Jack 
Tait, Victor Waller, Herbert Jarrett, Henry Jonson, William Drummond. Girls—Eiola 
Andrews, Dorothy Butcher, Mabel Budd, Bernice Billington, Nita Blockley, Lucy Barker, 
Eileen Croxon, Myrtle Cairns, Eileen Clark, Pearl Cooper, Alice Christian, Ada Deane, Hilda 
Davidson, Eileen Ewington, Violet Field, Edith Harding, Grace Hooper, Eva Hausmann, 
Violet Hoft'eins, Doris Hollings, Isabel Judd, Chrissie Jamieson, Dorothy Kelliher, Doris 
King, Lily Lumley, May Lewin, Muriel La Roche, Chrissie McMaster, Clemmie McKay, 
Ethel Madeley, Fanny Pond, Nella Pragnell, Eila Perry, Ethel Pulford, 
Lizzie Petfrs, Mary Ross, Lly Simonson, Jennie Stains, Violet Sillars, ©Wienie Tarr, Olive 
Volheim, Adeia Wiison, Eileen Wilton, Ethel Welch, 'Elsie Yarr, Bhan Nairn. '.Promoted to 
Standard 111. -fcoys.—William Ash, Fred Awdry, Walter Bedford, Harold Bedford, fete 
Candy, Harry Cole, Donald , Christie, Francis Cross, Arnold <Cork, Douglas De Castro, 
Harold De Percy Davidson, HaroUd Deadman, Cyril Gray, Alfred Hensen, Georee Harding, 
Leslie Henderson, Hector Hendry, Archie King, Fred Keen, Reginald Deadman. John 
McMaster, John McFarlane, Stanley McEwen, Harold Montgomery, Kenneth Melton, Cecil 
Maandrell, Mervyn Nicol, Darcy Smith, Hannon Thompson, Richard Tyacke, Harold 
Varnham. Girls.—Leta Budd, Vera Chapman, Dorothy Cant, Olive Cross, Ina Donald, Iris 
Dorset, Is!la Ewart, Phyllis FaHoon, Trilby Falk, Rose Herdman, Mabel Hooper, Annie 
Hausmann, Lily Holmes, Daphne Stockley-Jones, Lilian Kendall, Clara Leach, Ethel Leach, 
Mary McGregor, Gladys Millar. Mary McKenzie, Florence Maxted. Kitty Pownall, Lexie 
PownaJl, Lilian Pember, Grace Pinkney, Eva Reed, Kathleen Robertson,' 1 Hilda Wehb, 
©oris Webb, Edna Welch, Myrtle Williams, Ruby Wilton, Grace Moorhouse, Nellie Haxton. 
Promoted ito Standard 11. 
Boys.—Reggie Cook, Alex Dowl ing, Fred L>ii Svd-iey Hi kfin aon, Bertie Edgar, Philip 
Elsmore, Bertie Fox, Richard Geange, Prank Giddmgs, Fred Gourlay, Douglas Graham, 
WftMam Grantham, Roy Harris, Norman Jepson, Walter Jepson, Jack Johnson, John Judd, 
Alfred Lenz, Colin Mackersey, Cecil McCormack, Clarence Meredith, Clifford Miles, 
Leonard Price, Fred Tarr, Alfred Wood, James Wyber, Otho Yates, Percy' Yalden, Eric 
Volbeim, George Wehh, Errol Fuller, Hardy Mer-cSiih. Girls.—Lily Barker, Agnes 
Chappell, Mabel Chappell, Grace -Christie, Connie Corlett, Elsie Deadman, Nita Fabian, 
Rita. Falloon, Olive Hughan, Gladys Hunter, Alice Leach, Rose Lawson, Annie Kerr, 
Florence Kerr, Gertiie iMorris, ODoiiis ißemington, Alice Wagg, Doris Wilkes, Maud 
Haxton. Doris Chilton, Muriel Blockley, Grace Pond, Connie Butemerit, Ida Anderson, Eva 



Nicol. Promoted to Standard I. Girls. -Lulu Bannister, Pearlie Butcher, Winnie Brewer, Stella 
Cairns, Sarah Candy, Alice Cole, Millie Croxon, Lydia Clayton, Myrtle Davidson, ißuby 
Gunther, Olive Grantham, Violet Hesp, Norah Henderson, Mabel Hunter, Muriel Johnson, 
Olive Johnson, Nancy Lewis, Doris Martin, .Eileen Martin, Myrtle Fragnell, Iris Pinkney, 
Myrtle Pauling, Jessie Riddell, Ethela Sykes, Annie Palmer, Maggie Donald, Jessie Elde*-, 
Eileen Thompson. Boys.—l Freddie Benge, Henry Cole, Fred Corlett, Roy Dowling, Jack 
Eton, Frank .Ewart, >lvan Gray, Charlie Hartmann, Walter Henson, Edwin Hughan, Rupert 
Lenz, Willie McCormack, Gorjon Pauling, Roy ■ Peterson, Reggie Shack let-on, Ernin 
Waters, Charlie Whittaker, Bobbie Whittaker, Edgar Wilton, lan Wyber, Leslie Richards, 
Jack Cork, Willie Hayes, Stanley Johnson. 
SIDE SCHOOL. Promoted to Standard 111. Boys.—Alfred Cameron, Ernest Easthope, 
Walter Garrett, George Hayes, John .Jelley, Cecil Martin, Clive Bederson, Clarence 
Pickering, Zaki Saba, Geoffrey Wooding, Charles Wellington, Ralph Wheeley. Girls.—
Violet Annan, Prances Ballantyne, Winnie Barrett, Alice Chesterman, Lily Gordon, Madge 
Gardner, Gladys 'Hale, Connie Kavanagh, Eileen Newcombe, Florence Pinhey, Queenie 
Porter, Christina Peters, Kate Young. Promoted to Standard .11. Boys.—Robert Andrew, Eric 
Chesterman, Arthur Candy, Stanley Dixon, Ray Edmonds, Roy Flaws, Philip Gruchy, Walter 
Hoar, Cyril Porter, Andrew Saba, Arnold Townsend, Douglas Wood. Girls.—May BeaJe. 
Elsie Cragg, Edith Compton, Dorothy Duggan, Frances Davis, Elsie Edmonds, Ivy Garrett, 
Roby Jackson, Bessie von Keisenberg, Beryl Payne, Patience Saker, Myrtle Saker, Dora 
Kyle, Doris Chapman, Grace Wellington. Promoted ito Standard I. Boys, t— William 
Ackermann, Harold Barrett, Harold Ballantyne, Rupert Blinkhorn, Gordon Cook, Kenneth 
Cameron,, George Clifford, Percy Cotter, Clifford Dixon, Archie Easthope, Andrew 
Feilding,, Robert Graham, Robert Falls, William Rollings, Robert Keen, Frederick Loveband, 
Clinton Ladner, Reginald Lea, Henry Lett, Nat Millar, Harold McKenzie, Basil Norman, 
Frank Pickering, Charles Reynolds, Val Spackman, Archer Thompson, Francis Thorne. Girls. 
—Minnie Ah Lop, Vera Andrew, Elizabeth Clifford, Lorna Cooper, Ray Cole, May Croriin, 
Etta Dixon, Ellen Davey, Grace Easthope, Violet Fly, > Dulcie Hughes, Grace Hawke, Olive 
Newcombe, May Perry, Eileen Samson, Madge Wimsett. 
18th December 1908 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 
A very creditable record of scholars ootaining good attendance certificates at the Masterton 
District High School is published in our columns to-day, a noticeable fact being that the 
".habit" of :'good attendance at school "runs ...families," if *such an expression may be used. 
It is a very commendable habit, however, and parents who inculcate principles of regularity 
in their children when young usually see a satisfactory reward when their boys and girls 
advance in life. The staff of the school also deserves congratulation on such a good'record, as 
to their efforts also is due in a large measure the maintenance of a very satisfactory good 
attendance record in the school. 
18th December 1908 MASTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. 
GOOD ATTENDANCE CERTIFI- 
CATES, 
The Masterton District High School closed for the Christmas vacation yesterday. The 
following received good attendance certificates: — SECONDARY CLASSES. First-class 
certificates. 



Boys—Joseph Ewington six years, William Wagg four years, Horace Terry two years, Albert 
Dawson, Meredith Evvart three years. Clarence La Roche, William Stewart, William Terry 
three years, Lander Thompson three years, Richard Webber seven year.-. Girls—Myrtle Reed 
six years, Dcrolhy Cork, Olive Henderson. Second-class certificates. Boys— Richard 
Chappell three years, Harry Whitton two years, Hugh Eraser, Guy Wagg. Victor Sutron, Ross 
Burrirlge eight yc-ars, Henry Hevhoe. Wilfred Hampton, George Miller. Girls— Florence 
Ewington two years, Christina M''Kensie live years, Jessie Miller five years. STANDARD 
VI. First class certificates. Hoys—Bertie Ah Lop, John Candy two years, Pctcy Fly four 
years, Edward Lawrence three years, Alex. McKenzie six years, Roy Tait two years, George 
Wagg four years. Girls-Grace Tooby four yeais. Second-class certificates. Boys-Rov Falloon 
three years, Harold Lett) Philip Shaw four years, William Jackson. Girls—Myrtle Hoffeins. 
STANDARD V. First -class certificates. Boys—Roy Bi'unton four years, John Hunter, 
William Lenz five yearn, Charles Hcft'eins. Girls —Minnie Wailis three years. Second-class 
certificates. Boys—Arthur Dalryrople, Harold Martin, Ivan Sutherland. Cyril Sykes, 
YvaHace Ross,, Girl?--Olive C*3o> three years. ! ' STANDARD IV. First-class certificates. ( 
Boys—Arthur Andrews, Richard * Cameron, Roy Gardner four yesr?, 1 Bruce Morton two 
years, Charles I Scrivener, Clarence Tvacke, Herbert | vVOod two years, Isaac Wyber six i 
years. __ j Girls—Ruby Thompson, Alma Pickering two year:?, Dorothy Mc~ j lienzie, 
Violet Ewington four years, j Lily Paulins three years, Alice Colder three years, Eunice 
Wyber four j years. j Second-clasH Certificates, Boys—Alan Fuller, .Maurice Fly, Douglas 
Harding, Hamilton Logan, Stafford Pinbey, Eric Tooby four j years. j Girls—Lily Easthop? 
three years, I Doris Madeby. ! STANDARD 111. 1 First-class certificates. 
Boys—William Candy two yea'fs, Hector Geange three years, Roy Franks three years l , 
William Lea eft five year?, Archibald Lea three year's?, Arthur Levick thi*ee year?,. Stanley 
Meor three years, Edgar Barrett. Girls —Mfyrtle Cairns three year?, Lily Lumley tv>o years, 
Ethel Welch, Eihel Madeley two years. Second class- certificates. Boys—Arthur Salter two 
years, Guy Holmes, Allan &eed- four years, Traill Ross. Girls —Violet HofFtita'S- two 
years, Mabel Budd four years, Ncta Blockley. STANDARD 11. First class certificates. 
Bovs—Eric Candy, Richard Tyacke'. Girls —Mary McKenzie, Mary McGregor, Essie 
Morris, Ivy Cole two years. Seond-class certificates. Boys—Harold De Castro two years, 
Douglas De Castro thi'ee years, Percy Davidson two years. Girls—Leta two years, Rose 
Herdman, Eva Reed, Isla Ewart. STANDARD I. First-class certificates. Boys—Bertie Edgar 
three years, Richard Geange three years, James Wyber three years, Otho Yates two years. 
Girls —Mabel Chappeil two years, Nessie Chappeil two years. Second-class certificates. 
Boys—Norman Jepson, two years. Girls—Olive Hughan. INFANT CLASSES. First-class 
certificates. Boys—Seddon Burridge, Ernie Waters, lan Wyber. Girls —Doris Wyber, Ethel 
Collinge, Alison Cook. Second-class certificates. Boys—Vincent Croxon, Douglas Pauling, 
Rupert Lenz, Gordon Pauling, George Welch two years, Bobbie Whittaker two years, Charlie 
Whittaker two years. Girls —Pearl Butcher, Doris Martin, Myrtle Pauling. 
SIDE SCHOOL. STANDARD 11. First-class certificates. Boys—Charles Wellington three 
years. Girls —Madge Garcber two years, Chrissie Peters. Second-class certificates. Boys--
Walter Garrett two years. Girls—Winnie Barrett four years, Alice Chesterman two years, 
Gladys Hale, Florence Pinhey. STANDARD I. First-class certificates. Boys—Arthur Candy 
three years. Second-class certificates. Boys—Eric Chesterman. Girls —Elsie Cragg, Ruby 



Jackson, Ivy Garratt. INFANT CLASSES. First-class certificates. Boys—Reginald Lea, 
Nathaniel Miller, Harold Barrett, George Clifford. Second-class certificates. Boys—Andrew 
Fielding. Girls —Grace Easthope, Lucy McKenzie, Winnie Hale, Grace Wellington, Myrtle 
Fielding, Dulcie Hughes. To obtain a first-class certificate a scholar is required to attend 
every tim 6 the school is opened during the year. To obtain a second-class 
certificate a scholar must not be absent more than five tinius during the year. The number of 
years following the names represents the number of good attendance certificates the pupil has 
earned. The certificates were presented to the scholars by Mr J. Dineen, Trua/nt Inspector,, in 
the absence of members of the School Committee 
22nd December 1908 n Friday last Mr W. H. Jackson. Headmaster of the Masterton Publi c 
School, completed the ZOth year of his administration of the School. During that neriod it is 
not too much to say that the Headmaster's success has been more than striking, and he guided 
the destinies of a big institution requiring great skill and judgment with a masterly hand. He 
has enjoyed the esteem and respect of scholars and public alike, and h3s always exhibited that 
personal interest in the welfare of the children entrusted to his teachers, not only during their 
school days but in after life, which has made him popular in the truest sense. His enthusiasm 
and energy in the direction of improving the environments and status of the School have 
likewise been characteristic, and the School has never wanted for a champion in the cause of 
advancement. The garden plots aione speak volumes for his undoubtedly capable and 
discerning judgment and personal j energy, while there are numerous other departments in the 
school curriculum which owe their place in it to the Headmaster. Mr Jackson seems as 
youthful and as enthusiastic as the day he took charge of the School, and we feel 3ure that 
parents and the public generally of Mastnrton will wish him an equally long further tenure of 
the very respons- ' ible position he has so admirably filled. 
31st December 1908 ASTERTON SCHOOL GARDENS 
A VALUABLE OBJECT LESSON 
SOME SPECIALLY INTERESTING FEATURES 
A MARVELLOUS TRANS- FORMATION, 
SOME OF THE RESULTS ATTAINED 
EXPERIMENTS IN VARIOUS BRANCHES OF AGRICULTURE. 
A MOST IMPORTANT BRANCH OF EDUCATION 
MODERN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PRACTICALLY APPLIED. 
(By " Haysood.") 
Haviug, for very good reasons, always takun an interest in whatever pertains to the 
cultivation of tho soil, I naturally availed myself of an opportunity kindly extended me by Mr 
W. H. Jackson, head master of the Mastortou District High School, ou a recent Saturday 
morning, to accompany him on a brief inspection of the Public School gardens. When I first 
saw this garden I had serious misgivings of other than disappointing results being obtained 
from attempts at agricultural object lessons ou a soil so uncongenial as that selected for this 
purpose. But work intelligently and enthusiastically performed has a faculty, like faith, of 
removing mountains, and tho mountain of difficulty which I beheld in tho arid saudy soil 
with its coating of largo boulders had evidently beou removed, was my mental reflection, as 
the big front"gate was swung open for my admission, aud I was confronted with a wonderful 
transformation scene. By what must have involved an infinite amount of labour—part of 



which consisted in tho removal of something like one hundred aud fifty tons of boulders—on 
the part of an army of juvenile workers, acting under tho direction of tho Gardeuer-in-chief, 
Mr Jackson, tho one-time barren desert is now blooming like the rose. 
Immediately ou eutoriug tho gate it was apparout that aomo permanency was intended to boa 
predominant feature of the grounds. Ou either side of the neatly arrauged gravel walks, were 
to be seen a small collection of native trees and shrubs, couspicnous among which wore two 
healthy-look-ing totara trees, whoso lower brauohos it was Mr Jackson's intention to keep 
pruned with a view of compelling them to develop straight clean stems. Of course, a fair 
representation of the abundant varioties of our native plants is impossible within the limited 
area of the garden. But what little could be done in this direction has boon done by Mr 
Jacksou. To give a bright colour effect, somo pretty flowering exotics, tastily arranged, are 
being grown in this portion of tho school garden. Dividing what might bo termed the 
arboricultural part of the garden from the agricultural portion is a netted enclosure wherein 
cau bo seen somo fine specimens of small fruit plants. Here tho boys are shown the art and 
utility of pruning. These impressive object lessons are given them in th 3 different effects of 
good aud bad husbandry. Side by side, in striking contrast, a carefully cultivated curraut bush 
aud one left in a state of nature, enables them to note the niarKed difference in tho results 
between careful aud careless horticulture "Some of these days wo will cut down that 
neglected currant bush aud locate tho destructive 'Borers,' " said Mr Jacksou, aud doubtless 
this will be douo and some useful facts in connection witli the known life history of the fatal 
pests will bo given tho boys as they curiously examine tho body of somo of tho posts in 
question. Within this enclosure a most iuterestiue experiment is now in the process of 
development—an experiment determining under equal conditions the respective values of 
two different varieties of strawberries. Last year four varieties were experimented with, and 
the two best are those now competing for first honours. 
Beyond this enclosure is the mam portion of the garden. It is there in small, well-defiued 
rectangular plots that the boys cultivate their beaus, turnips, cabbages, potatoes, etc. A 
strauger uuacquainted with the purposes of the Masterton school gardeu would possibly be 
disappointed with what he would see in this part of the gardeu. The astonishing difference in 
the vigour of similar varieties of vegetables—raugins from the absolutely good to the 
absolutely bad—in the same plots, would doubtless perplex him until be discovered, or was 
informed, that the object of the promoters of the gardeu was not that which the Chinese 
market gardener usually has in view. If such had been the object, results somewhat different, 
and more in accordance with such a gardener's idea of success, would easily have been 
attained. But the raising of big cabbages or turnips, though interesting, would not of itself 
afford much in the way of education. The real aim aud purpose of the garden ia the 
inculcation of the higher principles of agriculture—at least in an elementary form—which do 
not come within the ken of the ordinary gardener—white or yellow. The boys are taught 
something about plant food essentials. They are mado familiar with the artificial fertilizers 
used for that purpose and are made to understand as far aa possible the nature of fertilizers 
aud of their varying effects from qualitative aud quantitative standpoints. It is experiments in 
this direction which account in many cases for the remarkable difference in the vigour of tho 
different rows of the same plants in the same plot. The young gardeners, from a carefully kept 
record of their proceedings, can acquaint the inquirer with the particular fertilizing substances 



used ou every row. From the known area of the plots they can at once inform him at what rate 
per acre these substances were used, aud by a careful weighing of the produce tell without 
difficulty at how many hundredweightsi or tons, per acre the yield obtained. Hence these little 
plots serve all the scientific purpose of the much larger oues of an agricultural college. From 
the evidence of barren places in some of the plots, where for experimental purposes fertilizers 
were not used, it was apparent that the soil of the garden is of a very unproductive nature. But 
perhaps for the main purposes of the garden it is an advantage, for the effects of different 
mauures are usually more marked upon poor than rich soils. 
Moving about from one plot to another and listening to the interesting explanatory remarks of 
my conductor, it was noticeable, when somefchiug more thau a hint was dropped by him, that 
in certain directions some of the young gardeners were working oij wrong lines. "The boy 
will learn very soou by practical experience that his method is bad; I will not tell him that, his 
own experience will be more lasting and beneficial than au abstract demonstration by me," 
said Mr Jackson, as he pointed out certain special defects in certain plots. Returning to the 
front portion of the garden, I was given a look over the seed shed. Here, in the examination 
and selection of good seed, the boys receive aome instruction on one of the most important 
branches of 
gardening. In pofcs and boxes endlese varieties of plants could be seen in the early stages of 
their existence. While looking around, my attention was directed to a particularly interesting 
subject, iii the shape of a box of soil containing nitrogen-culture. Not having visual faculties 
equal to a first-class microscope, I, of course, did not see the infinitesimal organisms about 
which agriculturists in these days are hearing muoh. But ovideuce of their existence was 
given me by Mr Jackson pulling up some vigorous young lupins growing in tho soil, and 
revealing on their roots numerous noddies, first proved many years ago by the famous 
chemist, Helriegel, to be tho home of bacteria possessing the astonishing power of 
appropriating nitrogen from the air aud of enriching the soil with the most valuable of plant-
food constituents. 
Before leaving the garden, I could not help mentally remarking that tho value of the work 
done in the school garden was scarcely appraised at its proper value by tho public generally. 
In a country like this, depending wholly (or almost wholly) upon agriculture, it would be a 
difficult mattor to over-estimate its importance. Many of the boys of tho Masterton School 
will have to directly depend upon the soil for their future livelihood, and the elementary 
lessons in agriculture now imparted in the sohool garden is an excellent preparation, more 
especially in these days whon tho man who tills the soil is becoming moro a thinking and loss 
a working machiuo. 
The school garden is a splendid achievement, aud they who first suggested the idea aro 
desorviug of much credit. Much has been accomplished, aud for this, in a great measure, the 
services of Mr Jackson —who enters enthusiastically into the work, a work which entails tar 
more labour in the task of supervising than an outsider would expect—is worthily entitled to 
generous and grateful recognition. 

 

 


