
Masterton School (Schools) 

1890 
1890 455 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £315 $59,425 
1890 455 Masterton Waite William   Assistant Master £220 $41,503 
1890 455 Masterton Gifford James  Assistant Master £150 $28,298 
1890 455 Masterton Kay John  Assistant Master £100 $18,865 
1890 455 Masterton Reimendchneider E  Assistant Female £75 $14,149 
1890 455 Masterton Johnston Nita  Assistant Female £60 $11,319 
1890 455 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Male Pupil Teacher £55 $10,376 
1890 455 Masterton Munro Isabella  Female  Pupil Teacher £40 $7,546 
1890 455 Masterton McGregor Lois  Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,603 
1890 455 Masterton Sage Agnes  Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,603 
1890 455 Masterton Sage Edith  Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,603 
1890 455 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female  Pupil Teacher £15 $2,830 

1890 91 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  Head Female 

(On Leave) £115 $21,695 

1890 91 
Masterton 
Infants Watson Alice  Head Female    

(acting) £115 $21,695 

1890 91 
Masterton 
Infants Barron Ellen  

Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,773 

1890 91 
Masterton 
Infants Kean Annie  

Female  Pupil Teacher £15 $2,830 
16th January 1890 Mr T Turnbull, architect to the Education Board, visited the Masterton 
school yesterday in company with Messrs Daniell and McEwen Members of the local school 
Committee. He inspected the water supply and expressed himself thoroughly pleased with the 
quality of the water. 
29th January 1890 Wellington Education Board The Chairman reported that the committee 
appointed at the last meeting of the Board had visited Masterton and found that the water 
supply in connection with the school there was in full working order. The question which the 
Board had now to consider was whether they should increase the grant in aid of the work. 
With regard to closets, he could not recommend the expenditure of any money in order to test 
the dry earth system. The Board referred the matter back to the committee for a further report. 
4th February 1890 Mr Bakewell who passed his class, the fifth standard, at the last 
examination of the Masterton School without a single failure has been promoted by receiving 
the appointment of first assistant master in the Thorndon School. All interested in our local 
school would have liked to have been able to retain Mr Bakewell's services in Masterton 

Frederick Haslam Freschville Bakewell started his teaching career at 
Starborough School (Marlborough) in 1883 with 7 pupils and was there for 3 
years. Starborough was the first name for the township later called Seddon. In 
1886 he was at Masterton School for 4 years before  staying 6 years at Thorndon 
School and then to Greytown for 3 years as Headmaster. He then became an 



Inspector for the Wellington Education Board.  

The death occurred at Paekakariki last night of Mr. Frederick Haslam Bakewell, M.A., 
formerly senior inspector of schools in the Wellington Education district. The late Mr. 
Bakewell was born in Kent, England, in 1858, his father being Dr. R. H. Bakewell. He was 
educated at Queen's College, Trinidad, in the West Indies and later at the Otago Boys' High 
School and Otago University, where he graduated M.A. in 1896. Mr. Bakewell commenced 
to win his way in the world by working in the bush and later as a sheep-farmer but met with 
an accident while serving in the New Zealand Armed Constabulary in Taranaki and turned 
his attention to school teaching. He began in the teaching profession at the bottom of the 
ladder, being in charge of a small aided school in Marlborough in 1893. He was later 
appointed first assistant master at Thorndon, and rapidly rose to the position of headmaster at 
Greytown. He joined the inspectorate in 1898, his many attainments making him particularly 
suited to the position. He became senior inspector in 1917 and retired in 1924. 
Mr. Bakewell was a member of the Victoria College Council, a member of the University 
Senate, a member of the Council of Education, and was a member of the Wellington Hospital 
Board about ten years ago. He married Miss Helen Mary Brown, of Hawera, and is survived 
by his widow, two sons—Dr. R. F. Bakewell, of Christchurch, and Dr. R. A. Bakewell, of 
Petone—and one daughter, Dr. Helen Bakewell, of the Health Department. (Evening Post, 
Nov. 4, 1935) 
21st February 1890 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the office of 
the Secretary last evening, there being present Messrs E. McEwen (in the chair,) ,C. E. 
Daniell, W. Prangnell, and A, Hathaway 
The minutes of the previous meeting wore read and confirmed, and the balance in the Bank to 
'the credit' of the School was reported at £20 8s 3d.  
RESIGNATION OF MR. BAKEWEM, The resignation of Mr Bakewell. Assistant teacher 
was read, that gentleman having secured a superior position at Thorndon School, A letter was 
read from the Education Board stating that Mr Bakewell had been appointed to the Thorndon 
School, and further asking that arrangements be made as early as possible to permit him 
entering on his new duties without delay. The Chairman said he supposed they could riot 
object in any way to Mr Bakewell going. He was glad, 
however, that the transfer meant promotion. Mr Bakewell was a very, efficient and popular 
master but he thought they would have to endorse the action of the Board in the matter and 
lose his valuable services. 
The head master, Mr Jackson, who was in attendance, remarked that it would be rather 
inconvenient for Mr Bakewell to leave at once, as the appointment of a temporary assistant 
would mean the upsetting of the whole class.  
Mr Daniell asked if, under these circumstances, it would not be possible to retain the services 
of Mr Bakewell until his successor was appointed 
The Chairman thought this would be rather unfair, as the promotion meant an immediate rise 
in salary. 
After some discussion, it was decided that the action of the Board in transferring Mr 
Bakewell be confirmed  but hat a request be made that he be allowed to remain until his 
successor was appointed, at an increase of salary, 



On the motion of Mr Daniell seconded by Mr Hathaway, it was resolved that a letter be 
forwarded to Mr Bakewell, congratulating him on his new appointment, but regretting the 
loss sustained by the School through his transfer.  
The Chairman: I should like to see a testimonial also presented to Mr Bakewell.  
Several other members concurred in this remark, but nothing definite was done in the matter. 
EDUCATION BOARD ELECTION. A communication was received from the Secretary to 
the Education Board, requesting that the names of three persons out of these nominated be 
forwarded not later than the 31st inst., as these selected to fill the vacant seats on the Board.  
A letter was also read from Mr K. S. Hawkins, asking for the support of the Committee in the 
election. 
Mr Hathaway pointed out that in the past there had been considerable disagreement with the 
Board but he considered this was brought about simply by the action of one of their 
committeemen, and they had been led somewhat by the nose. In his opinion no fault could be 
found with the old members, and he thought it would only be fair to re-elect these retiring. 
Mr Daniells said he was of similar opinion. He had been to Wellington on deputations and 
found that the Board were ever anxious to do all in their power for the good of the school. 
They stuck to certain rules and were all men of business. Whenever the Committee were in 
unison they had been treated fairly, and if they had crossed the Board it was to a large extent 
their own fault,  
Mr Prangnell: I disagree with you regarding rules. I do not think they have stuck to rules. 
The Chairman said that the Board had not been so fair as they might have been perhaps 
regarding the appointment of teachers.  
Mr Hathaway stated that he was fully satisfied with the explanation given by the Board 
regarding the water supply, and he considered that for every step taken by the Board an 
explanation could be given. Mr Danielle proposed that the old members, Messrs Bunny, 
Buchanan end Fraser be re-elected, 
The motion was seconded by Mr Hathaway. 
Mr Prangnell moved as an amendment that Messrs Bunny, Buchannan and Hawkins be 
elected, Mr McEwen seconded. 
The amendment was then put and carried on the casting vote of the Chairman. 
Teacher’s report: The following report of head teacher was read:  
The Chairman Masterton School Committee.—Sir, I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the month ended 31st January: Roll 567; average attendance, 469; percentage of 
attendance, 88. School reopened on the 27th ultimo, with a good attendance and one teacher 
absent through the detention of a steamer, There is very little sickness prevalent, and not a 
single case of fever among the, school children. 1 have much pleasure in reporting that the 
new water supply is able to fully meet all the demands made upon it, It is greatly appreciated 
and is a very valuable acquisition to the school. On Monday afternoon an accident happened 
in connection with the swings. A little girl was struck on the shoulder and the bone fractured. 
It was her first day at school; Yesterday a girl fell and bruised her forehead, and a boy 
received a slight out on the cheek through running against a swing in motion. In each of these 
oases the accident occurred after school and was due entirely to the want of care on the part 
of the children themselves, The swings are used and appreciated by a large largo number of 
the children, and it would be difficult to supply them with other means of amusement. .If this 
were not the case, the constant inspection, supervision and anxiety they entail, would induce 



me to ask the Committee to remove them, I intend to introduce callisthenic drill with the 
girls, and if the Committee can supply me with Indian clubs 1 shall be greatly assisted in the 
matter. The scientific apparatus needs replenishing for the work of the year and, I, should be 
glad if the Committee would vote a small sum for that purpose,—l am, &., W. H, Jackson. let 
was decided to allow the matter of purchasing Indian clubs to stand over, but £1 was voted 
for the purpose of procuring necessary scientific apparatus.  
Regarding the accidents,-on the swings, it was resolved that no action be taken in the matter, 
as the occurrences were purely the outcome of carelessness. On the part of the children. 
The report was adopted. 
The following report from the teacher of the Infant School was also read and adopted:-Sir, I 
have the honor to submit to the Committee the monthly report on the Infant School: At the 
beginning of the quarter seven children were transferred to the standard and seventeen have 
since been admitted. This makes 124, on the roll I am &, L Keeling 
Accounts amounting to £94 2s 5d were passed for payment. 
General Business. -Mr Daniell inquired if they could do anything towards urging on the, 
Education Board,  
The Chairman: No, not just now. We shall have to wait till after the election. 
 The Chairman stated that he had in company with the head master and Mr Turnbull, visited 
the Carterton school and inspected the dry earth system for closets, but he regretted to say 
that they were not in his opinion worked at all up to the expectation of the Committee. 
Mr Darnell’s, on behalf of the Visiting Committee, reported that several improvements had 
been effected in the School during the past month 
Mr Hathaway mentioned that the head master had objected to the  school bell being used for 
fire brigade purposes as it was a continual annoyance to the school.- Personally however, he 
could not see than any great nuisance was caused from the temporary use of the bell.—No 
action was was taken in the matter.  
Mr McEwen was elected visiting member for the month and the meeting then adjourned. 
25th February 1890 Masterton School Committee. A special meeting of the above Committee 
was held in the Secretary's office last evening, to re-consider the resolution passed at the 
ordinary meeting regarding the transfer of the assistant teacher, Mr Bakewell. There were 
present, Messrs Renall (in the chair), Hathaway, McEwen, Darnell, Hogg, and Pragnell. 
Mr Bakewell, who was present, stated that he was anxious that the motion passed at the last 
meeting should be rescinded in order that he could commence in his new capacity as early as 
possible. Further, his remaining in Masterton would entail a pecuniary loss. 
 A communication from the Education Board was here read, recommending the testimonials 
of a temporary assistant, and asking the opinion of the Committee in the matter of his 
appointment. 
 Mr Renall: It will be alright Mr Bakewell, you can go on condition that you give us a sub. 
towards the 'water supply; 
On the motion of Mr McEwen the former resolution was rescinded. 
Mr Daniell pointed out that the objects of the Committee in asking Mr Bakewell to remain 
until the appointment "of his successor were to protect the school alone. They should, if 
possible, secure the services of a temporary assistant who might be appointed permanently to 
the position, so that the class would not be upset. 



Mr Pragnell remarked that Mr Bakewell had been requested by the Committee to stop 
through the intercession of Mr. Jackson. 
Mr Hogg moved that the Board be requested to send up a temporary assistant, as the 
Committee had no desire to stand in the way of Mr Bakewell. 
Mr McEwen seconded.—'Carried,  
On the motion of Mr Hogg it was decided that a testimonial be presented Mr Bakewell on his 
departure, signed by the individual members of the Committee. 
The testimonials of the proposed temporary assistant (Mr James Gifford, M A) were then 
read, and are to say the least, excellent, some having been received from leading Universities 
of Scotland. 
On the' motion of Mr McEwen, by Mr Hogg ,the services of Mr Gifford as temporary 
assistant were accepted. 
The meeting then adjourned, 
26th February 1890 Wellington Education Board The committee who had visited the 
Masterton school waterworks reported that water quite free from contamination had been laid 
on from what seemed to be a permanent spring. They deprecated, in the strongest manner, the 
action of the local committee in letting a contract of such magnitude without calling for 
public tenders, and without the consent of the Board, as tending to create a precedent, which 
would be disastrous to the Board's finances. They recommended that only £20 be granted 
towards the cost of the work 
27th February 1880 Wellington Education Board Mr Alex McKenzie was selected for 
promotion to the assistantship at Greytown 
1st March 1890 The vacancy in the staff of the Masterton School caused by the removal of 
Mr. Alex. McKenzie to Greytown has been filled by the appointment of Miss Annie Kean as 
pupil teacher. 
1st March 1890 The Masterton School Dispute. 
[By Telegraph (Our Own Correspondent.) Masterton, This Day. The difficulty between the 
Education Board and Masterton School Committee is reaching a crisis. A special meeting of 
the committee was held last evening to consider the report of the Board recommending 
payment of £20 out of the £50 required for the water supply contract, when it was resolved to 
call the parents together on Thursday next for the purpose of considering what steps should 
be now taken, and to invite members of the Board to attend and defend their action in 
connection with the water supply and sanitary matters. 
3rd March 1890 The School Committee and the Board. 
The Masterton School Committee has decided to convene a meeting of  parents to consider 
the recent action of the Board, with respect to its contribution towards the water supply  at 
our public school; also to invite members of the Board to attend the gathering and speak for 
themselves, The idea of members of the Board being present at a meeting of this character 
will no doubt be considered novel and amusing. As they are elected by the votes of 
Committees, and not by the suffrages of parents, it is a matter of comparative indifference to 
them whether a public meeting of the character now contemplated either blamed or praised 
them nor do we for a moment. suppose that they would be influenced to re-consider their 
decision with respect to the water supply vote by anything that may be said or done by such 
an assemblage That the members of the Board generally possess the confidence of 
Committees has been repeatedly demonstrated by' the re-election of such of them as have 



from time to time retired in accordance with the terms of the Act. We venture to predict that 
even the present election will return the three old members who have been nominated, and 
that the new blood will be nowhere, If the object of the proposed. meeting be merely to let off 
oratorical fireworks, it will not do much harm, and at the same time it will accomplish little 
good, If, on the other hand, the promoters of it hope to obtain by its instrumentality the 
money they need to complete the cost of the water supply, the host thing they can do will be 
to pass round the hat. The water supply was, an urgent requirement, and whether the Board 
paid for it or not the Committee acted rightly in completing it, at the earliest possible 
moment. Parents, in Masterton ought not to grudge a small voluntary contribution to make up 
any deficiency which may exist, and if they are called upon to assist we feel certain that many 
of them will cheerfully respond to the appeal. Even the Board by its grant, of £20 admitted 
the utility of the work and if its gift be not larger, the reason is apparently on the surface. The 
Committee has been prone to stroke the Board the wrong way, and the consequence is that 
the former has been barely just on an occasion when it might otherwise have been expected to 
be generous. The proposed meeting is another stroke in the wrong direction, and as a measure 
of policy is it mistake. The feeling of the Board is undoubtedly that it will not accept dictation 
from the Committee, and in a still less degree; is it likely to put up with guidance from a 
public meeting. While wo regret the precise manner in which the Committee secured a water 
supply for the school, we thoroughly endorse its action in obtaining it at any reasonable cost 
and are not disposed to bicker about any small details such as the form of tender and the 
mode of its acceptance. We would indeed gladly assist any movement made to procure the 
money now required by voluntary contributions or even approve of the Town Lands Trust 
helping the difficulty by a further donation. Of course if it were practicable  to induce the 
Board to reconsider its decision, there could be possible objection to an appeal to it but the 
course  now adopted by the Committee precludes any hope of further assistance from this 
quartet, 
5th March 1890 The School Water Supply. TO THE EDITOR, Sir,—It is deeply to be 
regretted that in .your leading article of the 3rd inst, you discountenance the proceeding of the 
Committee of the Masterton public school in calling a public meeting to consider the action 
of the Board in connection with the water supply to the school. Surely in taking up such a 
stand you have overlooked the fact that the Committee includes such men as Messrs Hogg 
and Renall, men absolutely innocent in the ways of the world, and quite ignorant of the 
powers vested in a school committee or an Education Board. In their sweet innocence they 
imagine that the former, and not the latter, is the all-powerful. This they intend demonstrating 
to the guileless people of Masterton, and further to shew that a committee with a Mr Hogg 
and Mr Renall is going to bring the Education Board to its knees in apology, Have they not 
on numberless occasions endeavored to convince the public to the same effect, and with what 
result? Absolute failure. Why, therefore, interfere with them? Why not let them have their 
meeting and pass their resolutions in peace amongst their few adherents? Why not let them 
give to the amusement seeking public a few soft platitudes and some cheap oratory? This will 
not blind the householders’ eyes to what the committee has done, viz: to let a contract for a 
considerable sum without calling for tenders or competition, and without consulting the 
Board whose money they were expecting to spend. For this little act of, to say the least of it, 
indiscretion, the Board raps the Committee over the knuckles, and very properly, too. What 
would Messrs Hogg and Renall have said if anyone had let a contract on their behalf without 



authority, and then had applied to them for payment? Nothing more nor less than More fools 
you, you should have got my authority first, So says the Education Board, and it is a very 
good thing to find these people, who are led by such men, have a power behind to check 
unauthorised expenditure. The work done is, no doubt, admitted by all to be most excellent 
and of unestimable advantage to the school, but this is beside the question, and it is high time 
that people like Messrs Hogg and Renall should learn that cheap popularity is not to be 
obtained in this way. The thing is too palpable, and the householders of Masterton have too 
much good sense to do anything so absurd as to censure the Education Board for the purpose 
of covering a blunder of the Masterton School Committee. If the Committee has any common 
sense it will even at the last moment admit its error, and go to the Board in a proper spirit, not 
cringing, but with an admission of its error, an admission which is far more manly than to try 
and get the householders to do a ludicrous act in passing a vote of censure, or something 
similar upon the Board, which will simply laugh at their action, That the householders of 
Masterton will not do this I am certain. A few weak-minded individuals under the guidance 
of Messrs Hogg and Renall may. but these who have any interest in educational matters in 
Masterton will see that no greater act of folly can be perpetrated than to weaken the tie 
between the Committee and the Board, If this is done the cause of education must suffer, and 
consequently the children and parents are the losers, In Masterton we have up to the present, 
been' singularly fortunate in educational affairs, and I trust that parents will see the necessity 
for maintaining this state of things. Is the action which; the School' Committee propose 
taking likely to cause this?  Emphatically not. Let parents therefore express this by protesting 
against any resolution which may tend to condemn the action of the Board who 
notwithstanding the greatness of Messrs Hogg and Renall in their own opinion, are not very 
likely to attend the meeting, not even for the purpose of listening to the oratorial efforts of the 
two last named gentlemen, Of course these gentlemen, and any other members of the 
Committee who follow their lead, will give practical effort to then deep interest in education 
by heading a subscription list to make up to deficiency which there may be in the funds 
required to pay for the water supply. This is the course usually followed by persons who are 
genuine and whole hearted in matters of this sort l am &, Bow Wow. 
7th March 1890 The difference between the Secretary to the Masterton School Committee and 
our local Town Clerk, is simply this one issue an invitation to parents, and the other an 
invitation to pay rents 
8th March 1890 Water Supply. —A moderately attended meeting of parents was held on 
Thursday night at Masterton to confer with the School Committee in reference to certain 
difficulties that have arisen respecting a water supply, when the following resolutions were 
carried : the thanks of the community are due to the Masterton School Committee for their 
action in supplying the school with a permanent and suitable supply of water ” ; (2.) “That the 
Board he advised without delay to fill the vacancy caused by the prolonged absence of Mr 
George Beetham, M.H.R. (Member of the Wellington Education Board) 
8th March 1890. Trust Lands Trust An application was made from the Secretary of the 
Masterton School Committee for the balance owing on the picnic fund and for the L15 voted 
to the water supply, Mr Eton reported the more money the trust voted to the school the less 
the Education Board felt inclined to give, 
Mr Graham proposed that, the application of the Secretary of the School Committee be 
granted as soon as funds permit. Mr Eton seconded.—Carried. It was also decided to pay the 



balance of the money owing, to tin schools in the district on picnic funds as soon as funds 
permit. 
12th March 1890 The Wairarapa Observer, after referring at length in its leading article to the 
Masterton School difficulty, says: —"The usual Masterton "storm in a teapot" element which 
fights so vigorously over these wooden channels in Queen Street was present, and Mr A, W. 
Hogg, the principal speaker, handled his case against the Board in an able manner although 
he displayed an insufferable want of good taste in moving that the alleged vacancy caused by 
the absence of Mr Beetham, M. H.R. should be filled up. Mr Beetham has been  his political 
antagonist in the past, and Mr Hogg is generally taken as a candidate for Ins" shoes" both In 
the Education Board and in the House. Good breeding and chivalry should always exist 
between opponents for public positions and if, as the "Daily" states, the meeting on Thursday 
night was purely a political move, wo must unhesitatingly denounce such tactics in 
endeavouring to damage an absent man in the eyes of his constituents, when he has obtained 
leave of absence both from the House and the Education Board," 
21st March 1890 Masterton School Committee. The ordinary monthly meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee was .held in the office of the Secretary, last evening, there 
being, Messrs A. W. Renall (chairman), E, McEwen, W. Prangnell C E. Daniell, J. \V. Leahy, 
A W Hogg and AJ. Hathaway.  
The minutes of the last ordinary and special meetings were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a debit balance of £10 1s 
Correspondence was read from the Board, recommending the appointment of Mr Gifford (at 
present temporarily teaching) as second assistant in the school. It was resolved that the 
selection of  the Board be confirmed.  
The Headmaster reported 589 children on the roll, the average attendance being 482, It was 
also reported that a concrete trough had been fitted to the water supply and as the two suction 
pumps were not required, their removal was suggested; 
The head teacher asked also that the Committee arrange for the winter supply of firewood, 
A statement of the cost of historical readers and clubs were submitted to the Committee. 
 It was decided to remove the old pumps, and that they be submitted to auction, but the 
Committee could not see their way clear to expend money on historical readers and clubs in  
the present estate of finances. Mr Jackson, however, was instructed to use his own discretion 
in the devoting of the money of the cadet fund to these purposes.  
Complaint was made that the closets of the school were not, regularly attended to and the 
Secretary was instructed to communicate with the local Board of Health on the subject,  
It was decided that tenders be invited for firewood, 
Miss Keeling reported 126 children on the infant roll, and the average attendance 105, and 
also called attention to the fact that there was only seating accommodation in the school for 
100 children,  
It was resolved' that a copy of Miss Keeling’s report be forwarded to the Board, with the 
request that they act upon it with promptitude, the Committee expressing the, opinion that, it 
was time a new school was erected to meet the requirements of the the Borough 
A discussion took place as regards the sickness prevailing amongst the children, and the 
Secretary was instructed, to write to the various medical officers in the borough and ascertain 
how many children were  suffering from sickness. 



It was also decided that Mr Jackson and Miss Keeling use their own judgment in refusing to 
admit children where, sickness existed in the family. 
Mr. McKenzie, who had received promotion to the Greytown school and was trained in the 
Masterton school, received a testimonial signed by each member, of the Committee,  
Mr W Prangnell was visiting member. The meeting then adjourned, 
26th March 1890 Wellington Education Board The Masterton Committee wrote that at a 
meeting of parents the following resolution was passed: — “That this meeting consider that 
the thanks of the community are duo to the Masterton School Committee for their action in 
supplying the school with a permanent supply of water."  The Board resolved to acknowledge 
receipt of the letter. The committee also forwarded a letter urging that the time had now 
arrived for the erection of a new infants' school in Masterton, and in support of this they 
submitted a report showing that there are now 126 names on the roll of the school, with an 
average attendance of 105. Since the attendance has become be large, the accommodation 
had not been sufficient, there being only desks for seating 100. Since Christmas there had 
only been 3 days on which the attendance had not exceeded that figure. The Board decided to 
invite tenders for a suitable site and ask the committee to assist in obtaining the most suitable 
site. 
The Board decided to defer for a month consideration of the application of the Masterton 
Committee that the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Everest should be filled at once. 
26th March 1890 A resolution passed at a meeting of parents of children attending the 
Masterton school, advising the Board of Education to at once fill the vacancy caused by the 
prolonged absence of Mr. Geo. Beetham, M.H.R.," was considered by the Board this 
morning. The Rev. J. Paterson said that Mr. Beetham had been away from the colony co long 
that he ought to have tendered his resignation. The Chairman stated that he intended to 
declare the seat vacant to-day. Even if Mr. Beetham were in Wellington now he (Mr. Blair) 
should declare the seat vacant, in order that these who were qualified to vote might be able to 
say whether they endorsed Mr. Beetham's action. The subject then dropped. Subsequently the 
Chairman declared the seat vacant, and steps are now being taken to have it filled. 
27th March 1890 Wellington Education Board Masterton Water Supply.—A letter was 
received from the Masterton Committee forwarding a resolution which had been passed at a 
meeting of householders, which was to the effect that the thanks of the community were due 
to  the Committee for their action in securing a permanent water supply for the school, Mr 
Bunny said the meeting was not a representative one, and there were not more than a dozen 
persons present. Mr Young said that, so far as he could gather, public opinion in Masterton 
was entirely against the Committee. The members of the Board did not think it 
was necessary that they should take any further action with regard to the matter, and it was 
decided to acknowledge receipt of the letter.  
Masterton Infant School, —A request having been received from the Masterton Committee 
that it was necessary that a new infant school should be erected, the Board decided to call for 
a suitable site, and to ask the assistance of the Committee in procuring a site 
31st March 1890 The decision of the School Board to erect a second school in Masterton for 
the accommodation of the children at the north end of the town, who at present have to use 
the Wesleyan Sunday School, has found much favour with the public generally. The present 
premises answered well in the outset but the numbers attending have doubled since then and 
renders it necessary to seek greater accommodation 



14th April 1890 The vacancy caused in the Masterton Public School by the  appointment of 
the third teacher (Mr. Everiss) to the charge of the  Tawa Flat School has been filled by the 
temporary appointment of Mr. John Kay 
18th April 1890 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The usual monthly meeting of the Committee of the Masterton School  was held last evening, 
there being present: Messrs Hathaway (in the chair), McEwen, Prangnell, Hogg, Leahy, and 
Daniells. An apology for unavoidable absence was read from the chairman, Mr A, W, Renall.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported receipts amounting to £48 10s, and expenditure £47 7s 5d.  
Communications were read from the various medical officers in the district stating that there 
was no contagious disease amongst children in the town at the present time. The Education 
Board wrote, stating that the appointment  of Mr Kay to the assistant mastership of the 
Masterton School could not be made till after the next meeting of the Board.  
Mr H. D. Bell wrote, asking for the support of the Committee in his candidature for election 
to the vacant seat on the Education Board, caused by the retirement of' Mr G. Beetham, 
The Education Board intimated that the annual election of School Committees would be held 
on Monday next, and stated that the assembly of three householders on that occasion would 
be sufficient to elect a Committee. 
Mr Everiss advised the Committee that owing to failing health he was compelled to tender his 
resignation of the position held by him in the School. 
Mr R. S. Hawkins, who was recently a candidate for the Education Board, offered himself 
again as a candidate for nomination to the vacant seat. 
After some discussion, Mr Hogg moved that Mr Hawkins be nominated as a member of the 
Education Board. 
Mr Prangnell seconded.  
Mr Hathaway moved as an amendment that Mr G. Beetham be nominated to the position. Mr 
Leahy seconded. The amendment was put and lost on the voices, and the motion was 
therefore declared carried,  
The appointment of Mr J. Kay to the assistant mastership of the school was recommended, 
The headmaster reported average attendance at the school during the past month was 473 
Owing to the weather during the past few days the attendance had been somewhat smaller. 
He was pleased to be able to state that there was very little sickness in the School. The closets 
were now cleaned twice a week. Several other improvements had also been made. 
Miss Keeling, mistress of the infant's school, reported an average attendance of 101, and 
requested that in view of the winter setting in the grounds be repaired.  
Mr McEwen suggested that the Borough Council be written to and asked to appoint a second 
scavenger. Every other contract of the Council was let by tender, and there was no reason 
why this should not be. A deal of discussion ensued on the question, the general opinion 
being that too high a price was being paid for cleaning the closets. The matter was eventually 
allowed to drop.  
It was decided' to put a load of gravel in front of the door of the infant school as requested. 
The following accounts were passed for payment:-R. E. Hornblow  printing, 6s 6d; F. 
O'Connor, 19s 6d; Z. M. Hoar, 6s, M, Williams, £4 14s 6d; J. B. Innes, £4  8s 8d; D. 
Pickering, 10s 6d.  



A testimonial, drafted by Mr Hogg, for presentation to Mr A. McKenzie, who recently 
resigned his position in the Masterton School was read and subsequently signed by the 
members of the Committee. 
It was resolved to advertise for tenders for the delivery of firewood.  
Messrs Hogg, McEwen and the Secretary were appointed a subcommittee to draw up a report 
to be submitted to the annual meeting," and the Secretary was instructed to adopt-the usual 
course as regards the publication of the balance-sheet.  
Mr G. M. Woods waited on the committee and said he had received a letter from the 
Secretary, stating that the closets had not been properly cleaned. He had since received notice 
from the Inspector of Nuisance to clean the closets twice a week His arrangement with the 
committee had been to attend once a week. The offensive smells came from the wells, and he 
could only suggest as a remedy that they be shut up. He expected of course, extra pay for his 
extra attendance. 
Mr McEwen; You see, Mr Woods, we cannot afford to pay, We are bankrupt. 
Mr Woods: If I were to charge you by the corporation scale it would cost you £3 where it 
costs you £1 now. 
The Chairman said they were quite willing to pay extra, but they were not able 
Mr Woods stated that he could clean the closets at a cheaper rate if there was less water. 
It was decided that Mr Woods be authorised to remedy the evil as regards Water. 
Mr Renall was appointed visiting member for the ensuing month, and the committee having 
discussed upon the probabilities of the forthcoming election, the meeting adjourned. 
19th April 1890 MASTERTON SCHOOL. FIREWOOD, TENDERS are invited until 
MONDAY, 21st inst, at 5 p.m., for supplying the School with 1 Cord Matai mid 4 Cards 
Maire Firewood, 2 feet lengths, to be delivered and stacked, W.SELLAR,  Secretary 
25th April 1890 Wo are glad to learn that Mr E, Feist has sufficiently recovered from his late 
accident as to be able to intimate his intention of standing for election to the Masterton 
School Committee 
28th April 1890 Masterton School Committee Annual Report. In submitting the annual report 
for the past year your committee are satisfied that the general welfare of the schools have 
been attended to, and the management has been up to the usual standard. The number of 
children on the school rolls are as follows:-Main school, 559; Hall street, 126, or a total of 
685, and this compares favourably with last year's report. The average attendance for the year 
has been remarkably good.  
At the late examination the schools maintained their high state of efficiency. The percentage 
of passes in the main school was 95 per cent, and this result compares favourably with that of 
any school in the province of Wellington, During the past year your Committee has been 
fortunate in procuring a good and pure supply of water for the main school, although they 
wore not very successful as regards support from the Wellington Education Board in this 
undertaking. However, the work has been completed, although it may embarrass the finances 
of the school for a limited period, your committee are of opinion that a permanent good has 
been effected. Whilst reviewing this subject your committee desire to place on record their 
thanks to Mr Walter Perry for his great liberality in allowing the permanent use of the springs 
on his property at a nominal rental,  
During the past year several changes have occurred in the teaching staff, but thanks to Mr W. 
H. Jackson; the efficient head master, and the able staff at his disposal, the main school has 



not suffered, and Miss Keeling, in charge of the infant school, maintains her reputation as a 
capable and zealous teacher. 
 Your committee cannot allow their term of office to expire without expressing regret at the 
conduct of one of its members during the year and considers that the member alluded to is 
totally unfit for the important position of a member of  the School Committee.  
The Annual balance Sheet attached is as usual for the year ended 31st December and shows 
receipts £186 11s 6d and the expenditure £186 3s 3d. With their usual liberality the Town 
Lands Trustees again assisted your committee with a grant in aid, and also supplemented by 
giving £15 for the Water Supply. During the year 21 meetings have been held, the 
attendances being E. McEwen, 21; W. Prangnell, 21; A.J. Hathaway, 20; C,E, Daniell, 19; A. 
W. Hogg, 19; A, W. Renall, 16; J. W. Leahy, 13. ;  
In conclusion the Committee have again the great pleasure of expressing their high 
satisfaction with the careful and efficient manner in which their Secretary, Mr W. Sellar has 
performed the duties of his office. E. McEwen, Chairman, Pro Tern.  
I agree to the report with exception of portion referring to the action of the members of the 
Committee. A. W. Renall, Chairman, Masterton, 26th April 1890.  
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE MASTERTON SCHOOLS FOR 
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 1889. : 
At Masterton, January 21st, 1890 wo do hereby certify that the above is a true abstract of the 
School fund account of the School Committee for the year ending the 31st December 1889 
and that the said accounts are correct, duly vouched, and in accordance with law,  
A, W. Renall Chairman of School Committee. A. DORSET, Auditor. 

 £ s d 
Balance January 1889 4 14 0 

Education Board Capitation 80 0 0 
Masterton T L Trust 77 10 0 

Education Board Refund for repairs 18 0 10 
Education Board refund rent of theatre 2 2 0 

Sale school of requisites 4 4 8 

    
 188 11 6 

    
Cleaning School & Outbuildings 55 14 0 

Fuel for School Use 5 2 6 
Repairs to buildings, fences furniture 68 15 6 

Books Maps & Furniture 7 15 9 
Printing 5 2 0 

 Stationery 3 8 0 
Cadet fund Repaid 10 0 0 
School Stationery 13 3 6 
Salary Secretary 15 0 0 

Rent theatre 2 2 0 

    
 186 3 3 

    



Balance  8 3 

    
 188 11 6 

29th April 1890 We have every reason to be satisfied with the result of the Masterton School 
election last evening, as all four of the candidates we recommended to the householders were 
placed. The Committee' taken as a whole, is a distinct improvement on its predecessor and is 
likely to get on better with the Board, ' We trust now the election is over all party feeling in 
connection with the successful candidates will together harmoniously  in the best interests of 
the School. One of the things ought to be said regarding last evening's meeting. The 
rowdyism exhibited on the platform on this occasion threatens freedom of speed in Masterton 
and menaces the temperate discussion of public questions, No man because he happens to 
possess loud voice and an unlimited stock of assurance should be permitted to defy all the 
ordinary rules which control public gatherings and practically boycott the due and decorous 
consideration of the business proper to a meeting 
29th April 1890 It will be interesting to householders to know how the vote: recorded last 
evening were distributed Altogether 269 persons voted, and are follows 

 No of Voters Voters 
McEwen 265 92 
Eton 250 62 
Feist 226 81 
Daniells 183 70 
Prangnell 181 46 
Easthope 167 49 
Mackay 156 37 
Hoar 149 38 
Leahy 131 23 
Cullen 101 29 
Woodroofe 71 10 

 

29th April 1890 Lively Proceedings in the Theatre Royal. 

The Theatre Royal, Masterton, was crowded last evening with householders, the occasion 
being the annual election of the School Committee for the Borough.  

In the absence of the Chairman of the outgoing committee (Mr A. W. Renall), Mr E. 
McEwen took the chair, and called upon the Secretary to read the annual report and balance 
sheet.  
The Secretary having read the report, as it appeared in our columns of  yesterday =. Mr G 
Payton called the attention of the Chairman to a Serious omission which had occurred in the 
same, in that nothing whatever was mentioned about the receipts and expenditure for. the past 
three months, and the existing assets and liabilities. The Act required that a full report of the 
proceedings of the outgoing committee should be furnished to the meeting, and he would like 
to hear some explanation as to why this was not done. Cheers.  



After a short pause, Mr Hogg rose and asserted, that any portion of the Act which had not 
been complied with in the report should be specifically stated by objectors, He contended that 
Mr Payton had not stated the clause of the Act to which he referred. Hear ! Hear ! 
Mr Payton replied that all he wanted was a fair statement of the, transactions of the 
Committee for the past twelve months, This was but just request and he wanted to have 
nothing further to say about the Act. Cheers,  
Mr Hogg contended that if Mr Payton could not support is request by the Act he should not 
occupy the valuable time of the householders in such a .manner. The report was quite correct. 
(Applause and "No.")  
The Secretary explained that the report only referred to the year ending December 31st. 
Mr Payton said he wished to know what was the present state of the school finances?  
(Mr Marsh; Platform.)  
He was quite able to make himself heard from where he was. Cheers. Perhaps the Secretary 
would be in a position to inform the meeting what were their assets and liabilities -Hear, hear.  
Mr Hogg': Mr Payton has cast a severe reflection on the Committee, and I, as a member 
resent it. Cheers. He has come here prepared to upset the proceedings, A reflection has also 
been cast on our Secretary, and I am sure there is not a more able and trustworthy Secretary 
or book-keeper in the town, Cheers 
Mr Payton: l am casting no reflection whatever upon the Secretary I ask my question through 
the Chairman. Mr Hogg has no right to reply in such a manner,' Hear hear. If the 
householders do not wish to hear what is their present position then I am satisfied, Cries of 
"we do," and cheers, 
Mr Hogg: For .Mr Payton's benefit. I will read the Act on the subject,  
Mr Payton: That is not the clause to which I refer, 
Mr Hogg; 'I don't think you know what clause you do refer to, You have come here to 
obstruct.  
The Secretary then read Act  
Mr Payton: Then we are to understand the Committee refuses to inform the householders 
what is the present position of the school. 
 Mr Hogg remarked that Mr Payton had come, to the meeting in a fractious mood, and did not 
know what he wanted. (A voice: Proceed with the business.) If he had desired to ask any 
question he should have have given notice of his intention to do so. 
The Secretary here stated in round fibres what were their present assets and liabilities, which 
showed a debit balance of L20.  
Mr Payton; That is all I wanted to know 
On the motion of Mr Blinkhorne, seconded by Mr Adams, the report and balance sheet as 
read were adopted. At this stage Mr McEwen vacated the chair, and he was replaced, on the 
vote of the meeting, by Mr J, G. Mackay  
'The chairman briefly announced the objects of the meeting and stated that he would be glad 
to receive nominations the new committee. 
Messrs J. Iorns and W, H, Jackson were appointed scrutineers  
 Mr Payton, I beg to propose Mr W M. Easthope. 
 Mr Hogg then intimated it was his intention not, to contest the present .election, and he 
hoped he would not therefore be proposed, He proceeded to make a  personal attack upon Mr 
Payton, but was obstructed by cries of sit down etc. 



He was not ashamed to be classed in the manner he had by Mr Payton with such men as Me 
Leahy, Mr Mackay and Mr Pinkerton 
Mr Payton, I rise to a point of order. Hear hear 
Mr Hogg: I trust the chairman will not be foolish enough to take any notice of Mr Payton's 
point of: order,  
 Mr Adams: He robbed the school of L100 
Mr Hogg : Yes, l knows he did.  
Mr Adams. You did, Mr Hogg, you did! Sit down 
Mr Hogg: I do not know what Mr Adams is talking about. If he wants to speak let him come 
on to the platform. 
The meeting then resolved itself into a perfect uproar. 
Mr Payton: I rise to a point of order; if the' Chairman does not call Mr Hogg to order, I shall 
move that he leave the Chair. 
Mr Blinkhorne: Mr Hogg caused the "row." by his insinuations.  
Mr Hogg then proceeded, but was again interrupted by cries of "chair," and was eventually 
ruled out of order by the Chairman. 
A householder: Mr Hogg has no right to make references to Mr Payton. Mr Payton has not 
attacked him. Cheers and uproar. 
Mr Heron: I beg to propose that nominations be now taken. Hear, hear.  
Mr Hogg here attacked the Borough Council, and the Mayor who he, contended was not 
capable to fill the office. Cries of chair. 
After a few other brief references to Mr Payton, which could not be heard by the audience Mr 
Hogg resumed his seat, amidst hisses, and groans,  
The Chairman then called for nominations whereupon Mr A W Renall rose and created a 
further obstruction by rcferriug.to personal matters between himself and Mr Payton.' He also 
announced his intention of retiring from the Committee'. 
Order was then restored, and the following gentlemen were nominated:—Messrs W M 
Easthope, W Prangnell, E McEwen, G W Woodroofe, H E Eton, C E Daniells, Z  M Hoar, 'E 
Feist, T' Mackay, W , Cullen and J W Leahy. 
30th April 1890 The Meeting of Householders [to the editor]  
Sir,--As a parent interested in the welfare of the Masterton school l attended the meeting on 
Monday night for the election of the School Committee and I was pleased to see a greater 
number of the intelligent members of the community present, The result of the poll, and the 
details of the voting especially, will, I should imagine, show that more discrimination has 
been used this year, The thanks of all thoughtful electors present are due to Mr Hogg for the 
lesson he afforded them; for without intending it he showed himself in his true colours. He 
opposed in a very unfair, ill mannered, and disorderly way a perfectly legitimate question, 
Surely, he would not have us understand that a school committee is irresponsible for what it 
does during the last three months of its existence. That would mean that the new committee 
elected last night is responsible for the doings of the old one for the last three months a case 
of visiting the sins of the parents on an unborn babe with a vengeance. The Education Act 
may require all the accounts of Boards and committees to be made up for the calendar year, 
but that does not do away with the responsibility of the committee to the electors for the full 
term of their office. The other members of the old committee will, I should think, be the 
reverse of grateful to Mr Hogg for his action in the matter, for if the rough statement of 



indebtedness is it all to be depended on they may be credited with having done very well. Mr 
Hogg's clap-trap smartness, while appearing to suit the beardless and childless “gods, “was 
most distasteful to the majority present; and an insult to their intelligence, He evidently has 
little belief in the old saying relating to discussions that "noise is no argument." With him 
noise is not only argument, it is everything. The worthy chairman was overcome by it, and 
when he did recover enough breath to gasp out that Mr Hogg was not in order, that speaker 
had not the grace to bow to the chairman’s ruling but mulishly resisted and wanted to have it 
out with him, Mr Renall, too, was entirely out of order in taking the platform in the midst of 
the nominations and in launching out a tirade of personal abuse. He, l am afraid, is too old a 
sinner to be taught good manners. The meeting seemed to have caught the infection of bad 
manners, for it broke up in a most disorderly manner, excusably forgetting, perhaps, that a 
chairman was supposed to have been presiding. I was disappointed in not hearing something 
of that personal matter referred to in the report. If what my children told me is true, it is a pity 
the committee in justice to themselves, did not publish the full facts, The electors would then 
have had- further need to be grateful to Mr Hogg for letting them know the sort of company 
he is so partial to.—l am,  "Disgusted Parent."  
 
The Late School Committee Election. TO THE EDITOR 
Sir—Kindly correct an error in your issue of yesterday, You stated that I blamed Mr Hogg for 
robbing the School of L100, which should have been L500 that I blamed him for depriving 
the side school of.  
I am &, William Adams. : 
 
 (To the Editor,) Sir.—Referring to the late election of the School Committee would, you 
kindly allow, me to state through your columns that I am not connected with the Liberal or 
any other political association as might be inferred from your leader in last Monday's Daily, 
and further that I had no communication with Mr Hogg regarding the election. I may state 
that I have been asked on several occasions to allow myself to be nominated but have 
declined the honour. Should I at any time intend to become a public man I will give you due 
notice of the fact and have to request 'that you wait for such notice before publishing my 
name on the strength of a mere random statement Yours, etc. Chas A Pinkerton 
1st May 1890  Wellington Education Board Mr A. Feist was appointed as assistant at the 
Fernridge School, and Mr J. Kay was appointed to a similar position at the Masterton School. 
Masterton School. —Several offers of land as a site for the proposed infant school at 
Masterton were referred to the local Committee for a report. 
16th May 1890 The Masterton School Committee decided last evening to recommend Hall-
street site to the Education  Board for the proposed Infant School. : Our full report in another 
column gives the reasons advanced for the selection, and our Masterton readers are as well 
able, from their local knowledge, to appreciate their weight as we are ourselves, To question 
the verdict given would be to place an obstacle in the road of the completion of a very 
necessary local undertaking, and for this reason we accept it and sincerely trust that it is in the 
best interests of the town. There were five sites offered, ranging in price from £120 to £396, 
and in selecting the most expensive one on the list, seeing that it will require an additional 
expenditure of £70 for filling, the Committee have taken some slight risk of straining the  
amount which the Board may consider itself justified in expending. We trust this difficulty 



will not arise, but should it occur the onus of occasioning it must rest at the door  of the 
advocates of the high price site, 
The children attending the public school were put through callisthenic exercises with Indian 
clubs for the first time yesterday 
Mr George Beetham, M. H. R., was chosen by the Masterton School Committee at its 
meeting last night to fill the vacant seat on the Education Board 
It was reported by the head teacher at the meeting of the School Committee last evening that 
sickness had been very prevalent in the school of late, but that there was an improvement at 
the present time, 
The Chairman of the Masterton School Committee (Mr E Feist) pertinently remarked at the 
meeting last night that it was very desirable that party feeling should not be introduced into 
the discussions of that body. This remark was endorsed by Mr Prangnell and other members 
of the Committee, but the subsequent proceedings—well, they will speak for themselves, 
There is the making of a good politician in -at least one member of the Masterton School 
Committee. On May the 10th, 1887, Mr McEwen moved and carried the following 
resolution, "that the Simcox acre be recommended to the Board, as the most eligible site for a 
second school in the north end of Masterton," On May the 15th, 1890, the same individual 
seconded and carried the following resolution, "that the Hall Street site be recommended as 
the most suitable one," On both, occasions the choice lay strictly between the Simcox and 
Hall Street sites, so that Mr McEwen may be said to have nobly done his duty by both 
20th May 1890 Wairarapa Daily Times he editor of the Wellington Evening Press, as an 
uninterested party takes grave exception to the Masterton School Committee voting for Mr 
Beetham, and is careful to state that it is a matter of complete indifference to him whether Mr 
Hawkins or Mr Beetham is elected 
24th May 1890 Masterton School Committee. 
A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening to consider, at 
the request of the Education Board, the sanitary condition of the school, as it was urged by 
the Board that no information on the subject had been received, There were present-Messrs 
B, Feist, (Chairman), W. M. Easthope, B. McEwen,' W. Prangnell, H. E. Eton, and T. 
Mackay. 
The Secretary read the following communication, recently sent by Mr Turnbull to the Board 
on the subject: I examined the W.G's at the Masterton School, along with two members of the 
Committee, who pointed out to me that notwithstanding the additions made to the school 
nothing had been added to the closets, As to a method of dealing with them, 1 would 
recommend that they be turned face about. This would oppose the lattice work side to the' 
direction of the prevailing winds, and then add two more seats at each end for the boys and 
girls. This the committee think would be ample for them, For the disposal of matter the 
present system is extremely defective and should be remodelled as soon as possible. The 
question is how best to do it, as they have no way of drawing off the sewage, though having a 
good water supply. The earth closets seem to be the only available way, The Carterton School 
Committee have a system of earth, with an iron bucket under each seat, with a contrivance to 
separate the liquids from the solids, It is claimed that offensive smells is thus reduced to a 
minimum, I think that this method with some alterations m y safely be adopted at Masterton, 
The Chairman stated that perhaps Mr McEwen, as one of the sub-committee appointed to 
visit the school with Mr Turnbull might throw some light on the matter,  



Mr McEwen explained that he had visited the school in company with Mr Turnbull and was 
quite convinced of the necessity for improvement, but he considered the Board were now 
trying only to shelve the matter further,  
The report recently presented by the Inspector of Nuisances to the Borough Council on the 
subject was here read. 
Mr McEwen further stated that Mr Turnbull had suggested to him the adoption of a certain 
scheme in use in Melbourne in preference to that of Mr Campin, 
The Chairman would like to hear the headmaster's -opinion on . the matter, 
Mr Jackson stated that he had visited the Carterton School in company with Mr Turnbull and 
Mr McEwen, but he had expressed himself since that visit that he would certainly like to W 
something better than the scheme of Mr Campin adopted in Masterton. That scheme was in 
his opinion a flimsy arrangement, 
The Chairman thought the letter should be returned to the Board, with the request that the 
alterations required be stated. 
Mr Mackay was of opinion that the sanitary condition of the school should be attended 10 by 
the officer of the Board, who was paid to look after these matters- School Committees were 
not sanitary exports, and as far as he was personally concerned he knew nothing about the 
business. 
Some discussion upon the defective condition of the closets generally here took place. 
Mr Mackay moved, " That this Committee, not being experts in sanitary arrangements, the 
matter be referred back to the Education Board, with a request that as the work is urgently 
required the architect, being an expert, be requested to prepare and carry out a proper system 
of sanitary arrangements for the school; and that the architect having visited the school some 
four months ago, the delay seems vexatious and unseemly, as the Committee expected it 
would have been carried out sooner." Mr Eton seconded.  
After some brief discussion the motion was put and carried.  
Mr Easthope stated that in visiting the school, his attention had been called by Mr Jackson to 
the requirement of stands for Indian Clubs in the school. The making of this addition would 
entail an extra expenditure of 10s, 
On a vote being taken, the expenditure necessary was authorised, 
Mr Mackay said that as a now member he would like to be furnished with the standing 
orders, rules and regulations of the Committee. In his opinion each member should be 
cognisant with the rules and regulations, 
Mr Prangnell replied that last year the standing orders, etc., were provided to each member, 
The secretary was instructed to procure the necessary copies, the meeting adjourned, 
28th May 1890 Wellington Education Board the Masterton Committee had selected a property 
to cost £390 as the site for an infant school. The Chairman said the site was the dearest of 
these offered, and he thought it was not the most suitable, besides which an expenditure of 
£100 would be required for filling it up. The matter was left to Dr. Newman and Messrs. 
Blair and Bunny. Some discussion took place on the vexed question of closet accommodation 
at Masterton School , and eventually the Chairman and Messrs. Brown and Paterson were 
appointed a committee to confer with the architect, with power to act if he approves of a 
modified scheme which has been submitted. The Masterton Committee applied for an \ 
additional grant of £63 towards the cost of their waterworks scheme. The total outlay has 



been £63, of which the Board has already contributed £20. Another £20 was voted to the 
committee, on the understanding that it was to be positively the last contribution 
2nd June 1890 Wairarapa Daily Times We have abstained from commenting on the very 
palpable error of  judgment the Masterton School Committee made in recommending a 
school site to the Board, because we thought the difficulty would be intensified by outside 
interference, but our local contemporary has made in his last issue some statements on the 
question which ought not to be allowed to pass unchallenged, We will pass over his 
misleading assertion that a certain site (Mr Woodroofe’s acre), was recommended by four 
votes to two, but his contention that the chairman of the Board has been hoaxed by wild and 
unfounded representations with respect, to it is an utter absurdity. Three years ago, Mr Blair 
made a careful personal inspection of this site, He has been m the habit, in his official 
capacity, of examining school sites in all parts  of. the ,Educational district, and ' probably’ 
‘no shrewder and better judge of this particular class of -, property can be found within it. 
The ' opinion expressed by Mr Blair on the 1 Hall-street site is' -undoubtedly his . own : 
unbiassed judgment, and wo think a very large number of persons in this community will 
regard it as a , sound one, As to the question of the [' ,cost of filling, the evidence is 
conflicting. Our local contemporary . puts it down at from £lOd to £12, a competent engineer 
has estimated it at £70, and Mr Blair believes it will cost £IOO. Wo are quite certain - that, on 
this point Mr Blair is far nearer the mark than our local contemporary 
20th June 1890 The Masterton School Committee have decided to impress upon the 
Government the necessity of providing uniformity in school books 
20th June 1890 The motion, of which notice was given by Mr T. Mackay at the last meeting 
of the School Committee, regarding uniformity in school books, was carried by the 
Committee last night after considerable discussion 
It will be remembered that some time ago the sum of £60 held by the Captain, of the school 
Cadet corps was used by the Masterton School Committee to meet urgent demands, A small 
portion of this sum has been refunded, but at the meeting last night it was decided that an 
additional refund of £20 be made as soon as funds are available,  
As, improvements to the Masterton public school are urgently required, the School 
Committee have decided to apply to the Masterton Town Lauds Trust for a grant of £65 
Hitherto the annual grant has been £60. It is to be hoped the Trust will see its way clear to 
make the additional grant, as the Committee is in a state of financial embarrassment,  
20th June 1890 The usual monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was  held last 
evening. Present- Messrs Feist (Chairman), Eton, McEwen, Prangnell, Mackay, Easthope and 
Daniells.  
The minutes of the previous ordinary and special meetings were read and confirmed. 
CORRESPONDENCE.  From Education Board, stating that the question of sanitation would 
be considered at an early date. From same, stating that a Committee of the Board would visit 
Masterton at an early date.  From same, making a final vote of' £20 towards the water supply. 
The correspondence was read and received.  
TEACHERS' REPORTS. The headmaster reported that the number on the roll was 552, that 
highest attendance 430, and the percentage 78. The low percentage was caused by the 
prevalence of sickness and la grippe.  
Miss Keeling reported that several teachers of the infant school had been absent through 
illness. The average attendance was 95 



 ACCOUNTS The following' accounts were passed for payment; —J, King-£2 2s, J. 
Reynolds £] 12s 6d, C. E, Daniells £l 7s lOd, M. Caselberg and Co £1 15s 3d 
NOTICE OF MOTION. The following motion by Mr T. Mackay, of, which notice was given 
at last meeting; was then proposed. "That as the frequent changes and diversity of the class 
books used in the State Schools precluded the books being handed from the elder to the 
younger children of a family, thus causing extra expense to parents, this committee urge the 
Education Board to use their influence with the Minister of Education with the object of 
introducing a uniform system throughout all the schools in the colony," 
Mr Mackay said in moving the resolution he did so in the interests of families realising that it 
was a great tax on parents to have to provide so many books for their children, The question 
had been considered in other parts of the colony, and in South Canterbury in-particular- The 
Trades and. Labour Council had also taken the matter-up.  
Mr McEwen seconded the resolution but in doing so remarked that the matter had frequently 
come beneath their notice. 
Mr Eton wished to know if children were prevented, from handing down their books to 
younger children,  
Mr McEwen replied that the books had in many instances been taken from children by the 
teachers. 
Mr Daniells that on the broad principles of education it was desirable to have variety in 
school books 
Mr Eton' asked if Mr Daniells thought the present system of education was as good as in his 
(Mr Daniells') school days.'  
Mr Daniells considered it was much better 
Mr Eton: Well I don't,  
The Chairman sympathised with the motion, He thought with Mr Mackay they should fix on 
a certain book and stick to it. 
Mr Prangnell thought with Mr Eton that the children in the Old Country knew more when 
leaving the fourth standard than they did in this colony at the fifth. He had been compelled to 
purchase two sets of books in one year for his own girl and the country settlers especially 
suffered. They should give the motion their best consideration 
Mr Eton said his sympathies were with the motion. At Home in the schools one set of hooks 
were sufficient for a whole course,   
Mr Mackay pointed, out that the atlases supplied to the school of late were scandalous. 
Mr Easthope thought they should have expert evidence. Mr Jackson had informed him that 
the system of education in this colony was much better than at home. 
The chairman agreed with Mr Easthope in this respect. 
Mr Eton pointed out that Mr Grundy condemned the cramming system in the colony; 
 Mr Mackay referred again to the necessity for reform.  
Mr Prangnell said he did not wish to be misunderstood. He did not desire to condemn the 
system of learning in the colony.  
The motion was then put and carried 
GENERAL, Mr Mackay proposed that application be made to the Town Lands Trust for the 
usual grant.  



Mr Prangnell seconded the resolution, and in doing so suggested that they should ask for £65. 
he had friends on the Trust, and if they could get an extra grant they could make a deal of 
additional improvements to the school.  
Mr Mackay was quite willing to ask for £65, 
Mr Easthope thought they had a claim upon the Trust. It was originally started for educational 
purposes.  
Mr Eton thought that if the extra claim were made they should specify what the requirements 
were. The Trust had to expend money on other schools in the district. The motion was put 
and carried, and it was decided that a subcommittee consisting of the Chairman, Mr Mackay 
and the Secretary visit the school and. see what improvements were necessary. 
Mr Easthope, as visiting member. reported having visited the' schools during the month.  
The Chairman called attention to the cadet fund, and to the fact that £31 was now owing to 
the captain. He thought the amount should be paid as soon as possible.  
After some discussion Mr Easthope moved that the sum of £20 be refunded to the cadet fund. 
Mr Mackay seconded. —Carried.  
Mr Eton was appointed visiting member for the month. The meeting then adjourned. 
25th June 1890 Wellington Education Board The Masterton School Committee wrote 
requesting the Board to recommend to the Education Department that there should be a 
greater uniformity observed in the use of, class book in all schools under the supervision of 
the Board It was decided t» forward the communication to the Department, with an 
intimation that so far as proficiency was concerned uniformity in class books was observed 
1st July 1890 Messrs Blair, Bunny, and Young, a committee of the Wellington Education 
board accompanied by members of the Masterton School Committee, visited the various sites 
offered for the proposed infant school this morning. A report will in due course be submitted 
to the Board. 
Mr Turnbull, architect to the Wellington Education Board, visited the Masterton School to-
day in company with the Chairman of the local Committee, and as a result will prepare plans 
immediately for the improving the sanitary arrangements of the school 
2nd July 1890 Masterton Letter Evening Post Mr. W. T. Grundy expresses the opinion that the 
education given in the schools of this colony compares very favourably with that given in 
English elementary schools. 
18th July 1890 The Masterton School Committee is; beginning to realise that its financial 
position is critical and will probably apply to the Town Lands Trust for assistance to pay off 
certain arrears of a somewhat shady character. The position of the school fund has been 
unsatisfactory for some time and has practically been concealed from the public. Eighteen 
months ago, a certain sum of cadet money was handed over as a trust to the committee of the 
day, and this trust money was misspent as ordinary revenue. The defalcation has not yet been 
made good, but the real culprits who were responsible for it are now out of office and the 
present committee has vicariously to bear their sins. Under these circumstances it may claim 
sympathy from the Town Lands Trustees, but before that body expresses sympathy by a 
formal grant there should be that full statement of assets and liabilities of the school which 
was withheld at the late annual meeting of householders, and which, as far as we are aware, 
has not subsequently been furnished. This scandalous affair has practically been suppressed 
at two consecutive annual meetings of householders, but it was inevitable that it should 
sooner or later be brought into the light of day, and that time has now arrived. 



18th July 1890 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening 
there being present Messrs' B, Feist (Chairman), (J. E. Daniells. W. Prangnell, H. E. Eton, W. 
M. Easthope, and McEwen. . The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, 
The Treasurer reported the receipt of a grant of £20 from the Education Board, leaving a debt 
balance of £15 4s 5d 
CORRESPONDENCE, 
A letter was read- from the Education Board referring to the sites for the proposed infant 
school and stating that a committee would visit and report. 
 A communication was also read from the Board with reference to the classifying of school 
books 
From Mr G.M, Wood, referring to the state of the school closets, and urging that immediate 
improvement be made, as at the present time they were flooded with water. It was decided to 
allow the matter to stand over until it was known what the Board intended doing in the 
matter,  
RESIGNATION OF MR MACKAY, Mr Thomas Mackay wrote, tendering his resignation as 
a member of the Committee, as his duties called him out of the town. The Chairman 
remarked that Mr Mackay had been a useful member of the Committee, and all would regret 
bis early retirement.  The resignation was accepted with regret, and on the motion of the 
Chairman, seconded by Mr Prangnell, it was decided to nominate Mr Z, Hoar for the vacant 
seat. 
FINANCES, The Committee appointed to visit the school with regard to the Town Lands 
Trust vote reported the works necessary to be undertaken. Mr Daniells. called attention to the 
fact that the Committee were now practically over £30 in debt, and they should make some 
effort to improve their position.  
Mr Eton said that in his opinion the Town Lands Trust had been used in the past as a milch 
cow and the Committee had overstepped the mark, Mr Prangnell thought there were many 
ways in which they might economise, 
The- Chairman said he would like to see the Cadet Fund put right. Mr Eton asked what the 
income of the school was. 
The Secretary replied that £80 a year was received from the capitation fund and £50 from the 
Town Lands Trust. 
Mr Prangnell said it appeared to him that the Committee were asking the Town Lauds Trust 
for £65 and the Education Board for nothing, The. Chairman replied that the Education Board 
were at any rate going to repair the closets and paint the school. 
Mr Prangnell would like to know if they could devote the grant of the Town Lands Trust to 
any purpose they liked.  
Mr McEwen was also anxious on this point.  
Mr Easthope thought it was a duty to get out of debt as speedily as possible, and especially to 
get rid of the debt to the Cadet Fund.  
It was eventually decided to leave the. application to the Trust as it at present stands, and the 
discussion was postponed till next meeting.  
Mr Eton was appointed visiting member for the month, and the meeting then adjourned.  



25th July 1890 TENDERS for Alterations to the latrines at the Masterton school Will be 
received at this office up to TUESDAY, the 29th inst, Plans and specifications at the office pi 
Mr W. Sellar and at my office. THOS. TURNBULL, Architect. 
31st July 1890 Wellington Education Board Two tenders were received {for latrines at the 
Masterton school, and that of P. M. Reynolds was accepted 
On the recommendation of the committee that had the matter in hand, it was decided to 
purchase as soon as possible Mr Woodroofe’s section in Masterton as a site for a 
Kindergarten school. The price is L 390 
31st July 1890 The Evening Press referring to the second school site in this town, says: It is 
the intention of the Education' Board to erect a kindergarten school at Masterton, and the 
Committee, which was appointed recently to visit Masterton and ascertain the probability of 
obtaining a suitable site sent in their report to the Board at the meeting this morning. Seven 
sections were reported as being favorable out of these offered, and it was decided to accept. 
that of; Mr G W Woodroofe, Hall street, at £390, It is recommended with the report that the 
acre be brought as soon as the money is available, but on the express understanding that the 
Board is in no way pledged to the widening of the street by the setting back of the acre 
frontage, or the filling in or levelling up of the hollow-ring through the middle of the acre, 
The Committee desired to make the latter stipulation because were it not for the resolution of 
the School Committee and their strong recommendation of Woodroofe's acre, they were 
disposed to think that Mr Jas Macara’s  acre in Victoria street would best answer their 
purpose. Taking into advantage however the greater knowledge of the local Committee on the 
wants of the district the situation and the probable growth of the population as compared with 
this Committee, the above recommendation was made. The report was adopted. It will be 
seen that the Board places on the shoulders of the local Committee the onus of filling in the 
hollow in the centre of the new site, and the sooner the Committee faces this difficulty the 
better, otherwise there is a prospect of the new structure being indefinitely hung up 
2nd August 1890 Open  confession is good for the soul  Mr A, W. Renall calmly admitted at 
the meeting of the Town Lands Trust last evening that it was through his “hobby" that the 
School Committee were now indebted to the Cadet Fund 
2nd August 1890 The Masterton School Committee. made application for a grant of £65. The 
Chairman said that £140 16s 9d had been expended by the Masterton School last year, and he 
would be glad to know where the money had been spent. (Mr McEwen: hear, hear )  
Mr McEwen moved that before any further grants are made to the schools in the district, a 
properly audited account of the expenditure be prepared. Mr Perry seconded.—Carried. 
9th August 1890 special meeting of the  Masterton School Committee will be held on Monday 
evening next, to consider important' matters 
As operations are. about to be commenced by the contractors for sanitary improvements to 
the  Masterton School, it will be necessary for the Committee to make immediate temporary 
arrangements for the convenience of scholars, otherwise the  school will require to be closed. 
12th August 1890 The Masterton School Committee is on the horns of a dilemma on the 
matter of the second school site. We will not dwell upon the difficulty or the causes which 
have led up to it. The real question is how to surmount it. If the Committee appointed a Sub-
Committee to arrange the affair with the Board and gave its Subcommittee full powers, there 
would be a reasonable chance of securing the erection of a second school. Considerable tact 



and judgment are now required to extricate the Committee from the false position in which it 
is placed, 
22nd August 1890 The Education Board said it did not approve of the school site selected by 
the Masterton Committee, but. would take it if the Committee would comply with a certain 
condition, The Committee won't comply with the condition, the Board wouldn’t purchase, 
and the second school won't be built, All this is as plain as a pikestaff, and the Committee, by 
the position it is taking up, is simply killing the proposed new school for a further term, 
Probably we may get a third and last chance of building it in another year or two, but to throw 
away the present one is an inexcusable act of folly and stupidity. 
The tender of Mr F Huxtable has been accepted for the cleaning of the Masterton School at  
£2 1Os per month. 
22nd August 1890 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
held last evening. Present -Messrs E. Feist, (Chairman), W. M. Easthope, Z. Hoar, 0. E. 
Daniells, H, E. Eton, W. Prangnell, and E. McEwen. The minutes  of the previous ordinary 
and special meetings were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported the receipt of £19 from the Education Board, and a credit balance in 
the bank of fills. ' 
CORRESPONDENCE, 
From Education Board forwarding vouchers for capitation. Received From Town Lands 
Trust, stating; that before further grants are made, a properly-audited account of the past 
year's expenditure would have to be sent in.—The Secretary said he would forward the 
statement required. From Education Boards stating that Mr Turnbull would make temporary 
arrangements for the convenience of the school whilst the alterations were being affected. 
teacher's reports. . The head teacher reported that the average attendance at the school for the 
past month was 443, and the percentage 80. He would ask (bat supervisors be appointed for a 
drawing examination to be held on October 4th. The Chairman and Mr Eton were appointed 
supervisors. Miss Keeling reported the average attendance at the infant school to be 98,  
SIDE SCHOOL, 
The report of the Committee of the Education Board, who visited Masterton to inspect the 
offers for sites, for the side school was read 
The decision of the Board in the matter was also read, 
The Chairman explained that the discussion on the question had been held over from last 
meeting. He thought it was desirable that the Committee should come to some definite 
arrangement m order to prevent delay. Mr Eton thought they should have some information 
before them with regard to the filling in of the hollow. Personally, he had heard of no promise 
made by the Committee that they should fill it in, He would be inclined to move that the 
Education Board be asked to do something definite in the matter. 
Mr Prangnell considered they should take no notice of what was said in the street, He did not 
think there was any necessity to fill in the hollow. They could fill it up for very little, The 
question had been raised as a "cuckoo cry." The  question of widening the street was nothing. 
It would cost no more to fill in the hollow fit for a playground than it would to plough and' 
smooth Macara's acre, 
Mr Easthope said these things had been pointed out to the Chairman of the Education Board, 
who said that it would be necessary to fill in the hollow up to the front. 



Mr Prangnell: And what did Mr Bunny say ?  
Mr Easthope; I do not know.  
Mr. Prangnell: Well he said he did not consider it would be necessary to fill in the hollow, 
The Chairman said the man who had given the estimate for filling in the hollow was not an 
interested party. They should not allow the matter to be hung up. 
Mr Eton moved," That this Committee cannot but express surprise that the Board has taken 
no steps up to the present to secure a site for a second school, and that, the Board be urged to. 
settle the matter without further delay," He did not think this would be fixing on any 
particular acre,  
Mr Daniells seconded the resolution but thought the least said upon, the matter the better 
(hear! hear!) He did not think they were wise in saying anything about it.  
Mr Eton said £5OO had been allocated for the work some time since. 
Mr Daniells: But that has been spent.   
Mr Eton; Then it will have to be refunded 
Mr Easthope would move as an amendment that the Board be asked for an explanation 
regarding the filling in.  
The Chairman pointed out that they would require to do something. 
Mr Daniells said that the estimate of the private gentleman had been made from a party point 
of view. ' 
The Chairman did not think so. 
Mr McEwen thought they should say as little as possible on the subject. If they countenanced 
wrangling among themselves, they would not get the school.  
The Chairman seconded Mr Easthope's amendment. 
Mr Prangnell moved as a further amendment that the action of the Board be endorsed in 
selecting the present site. 
Mr Daniells pointed out that this would commit them under the report. The amendment of Mr 
Prangnell was not seconded. 
Mr Easthope's amendment was then put and lost. 
Mr Easthope said he would support le motion if altered a little.' 
Mr Eton was quite willing to accept the alteration, 
The motion was then submitted as follows:-"That this Committee cannot but express surprise 
that the Board has taken no steps up to the present to secure a site for a second school, and 
that the Board' be requested to proceed at once-with the erection of the school."  
Mr Daniells said he would not second the motion as altered, 
The motion was thereupon seconded by Mr Easthope, who expressed the opinion that the 
erection of the school should be at once proceeded with. ' 
Mr Hoar was of opinion that the section would be better if it was not filled in. A slope would 
cause the water to run off and thereby leave a dry ground; 
The resolution was then put-and lost, the ayes being the Chairman, and Messrs Eton, and 
Easthope,- and the noes Messrs Prangnell, McEwen, Hoar, and Daniells,  
The Chairman said he was dissatisfied in the matter,  
Mr Easthope asked if the question was to be hung up for another month, 
The Chairman suggested that a sub-committee be appointed to deal with the matter. The 
question was however, allowed to drop, Mr Easthope  requesting that his protest against the 
action of the committee be entered in the minutes, 



CLEANING SCHOOL, Three tenders were received for the cleaning of the school, that of F. 
Huxtable at £2 10s per month being accepted,  
CADET FUND. 
Mr Easthope asked what the position of the Cadet fund was (Laughter).  
The Chairman explained that they were still £31 in debt. 
Mr Daniells thought it would be better  if they acknowledged their sins and told the Trust 
what they were  asking for. 
The Chairman: Wherein have we sinned? 
Mr Daniells: In using monies that did not belong to us.  
Mr Eton explained that the Masterton school had £140  last year from the Trust.  
Mr Daniells moved that in making application to the Trust the Committee explains its full 
position as regards the Cadet Fund, Mr Easthope seconded, The resolution was put and 
carried, 
Mr Prangnell moved that a deputation consisting of the Chairman and Mr Daniells wait on 
the Trust and explain the position of affairs. The Chairman thought a letter from the Secretary 
would meet the ease. Mr McEwen seconded the motion which was put and carried. 
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment when  funds permit. J. B. 
Innes, £6 4s Od; J. Russell, £l 5s.  
VISITING MEMBER. Mr Hoar was appointed visiting  member for the month. 
The meeting then adjourned, 
1st September 1890 The  improvements to the latrines at the Masterton school will be finished 
in a few days, The work  is going satisfactorily carried out by Mr P. Reynolds 
6th September 1890 According to the report of the Masterton Town Lands Trust meeting in 
another column, the Masterton 'School Committee not only misappropriated £50 of trust 
money lodged in their hands by Mr Grundy, but they also stuck to a portion of a sum of £31 
specifically given by the Trustees to enable the former deficiency to be made good. If they 
had done this in their private and personal capacities, no doubt they would have got three 
months hard labor for the first offence and possibly five years for the second. But as their 
actions were pro bono publico  they feel no doubt entitled to the sympathy of every honest 
man in the community. Why do not the members of the former Committee, who were 
responsible for the double robbery, the compound misdemeanour, pass round the hat among 
these who have been wanting  to admire their Dick Turpin style of administration, 
A drawing examination, under the supervision of Messrs Eton and Hoar, members of the 
school committee, was held at the Masterton school on Wednesday last. The work of 171 
pupils, who were examined in geometrical and freehand drawing, will be forwarded to 
Wellington for inspection. 
9th September 1890 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was Held last evening. Present—
Messrs McEwen (in the chair), Eton, Prangnell, Easthope, Hoar and Daniells. 
The Secretary explained that the meeting, had been called to consider the question of 
drainage at the school, 
Mr Eton said that the meeting had been called partly at his instigation, as he considered that 
money could be saved by deepening the well for drainage purposes,  
 The Secretary stated that Mr Reynolds had offered to clear out the well and make other   
improvements for the sum of £2 15s; also, to erect a portion of fence/o £2 5s 



Mr. Daniells said it appeared to him that the work  had been undertaken by the Education 
Board. 
Mr Prangnell did not think it would  cost much to clear out the well, 
Mr Eton thought they should connect the drainage with the well if possible 
Mr Daniells did not think the Committee should undertake the work 
The Chairman thought that at any rate the fence should be continued some distance to make a 
boundary. 
Mr Daniells: It appears ridiculous to me that we should take a drain across the ground to a 
well when a well could be constructed near the latrines 
Mr Eton: It’s only a question of digging another, well.  
The Chairman How does the money stand, Mr Secretary?  
The Secretary: We are £12 in debt now 
Mr Daniells proposed that the matter be referred to the Education Board, 
Mr Prangnell was quite in sympathy with the resolution, but by passing it they were spoiling 
the work already done. He thought they should try and do it. 
Mr Daniells: But we've embezzled some money already.  
Mr Eton proposed that the tender for cesspit be accepted,  
Mr Easthope seconded,—Carried.  
On the motion of Mr Daniells, seconded by Mr Prangnell, the tender for fencing was also 
accepted.  
The headmaster asked if the Committee intended to do anything with regard to the removal of 
the night soil. 
Mr Prangnell thought the Chinamen would be glad to take it away,  
Mr Daniells: Give the Chinkee a show! 
Mr Hoar: What about' the vegetable! 
Mr Easthope moved that the Secretary be instructed to draw up specifications, and call for 
tenders for the removal of the nightsoil and providing of earth,  
Mr Prangnell  seconded.—Carried, The meeting then adjourned, 
11th September 1890 Mr Lee, Inspector of Schools, 'has intimated that he will examine the 
Masterton school earlier this year than usual. The examination will commence on October 6th 
19th September 1890 Masterton, This Day. The Masterton School Committee was accused by 
the Chairman of the Town Lands Trust and a local paper come little time ago with 
misapplication of the funds. After a heated discussion last night, the committee decided to get 
the full statement of accounts properly audited. 
19th September 1890 It is gratifying to notice that the Masterton - School Committee has 
directed a full statement of its accounts to be prepared. Had this been done long ago the 
Committee would have escaped much hostile criticism, It 'was impossible to allow a 
misappropriation of trust money to be covered by pf statements of account's, The principal 
culprit no doubt was Mr Renall, the Chairman of the last Committee, and were he in office 
now, we venture to say, from what we know of him, that instead of funking and beating about 
the bush, he would, own up the fault straight out—and the matter would be settled by a 
proper and candid admission of error, The Committee really has no defence and we challenge 
it to disprove any statement we have made in the affair. 
19th September 1890 The larrikin element in Kuripuni has of late brought itself into 
prominence by smashing, at regular intervals, the windows of the Masterton public school. 



The  School Committee has taken the matter up, and intends prosecuting any person wilfully 
damaging or destroying school property, 
Owing to ill-health Mr E. Feist has found it necessary to resign his position on the Masterton 
School Committee. At the meeting of the committee last evening the resignation was received 
and accepted with regret, and Mr E. McEwen was voted to the chair in his stead. The vacancy 
caused on the committee was filled by the appointment of Mr R.M. Galloway. 
23rd September 1890 At the late meeting of the Masterton School Committee an effort was 
made to shunt on to the shoulders of Mr Grundy the blame of the  school cadet fund fiasco. 
We regarded this as objectionable, first because Mr Grundy was an absent man, and secondly 
because he was not the sort of man to act carelessly in a matter of this kind, so we wrote to 
him for his side of the story, He gives it to us in the following words. In reply to your query 
re the cadet fund, it was placed by me in the hands of the Secretary with the distinct 
understanding that it was to be held by the Committee in trust until my successor to the 
captaincy  of the cadets was appointed,' when it was to be handed to him. I certainly had no 
Idea that it would be placed to the credit of the general fund of the School Committee and be 
used by the Committee for their ordinary purposes.  Comment on the above statement is 
unnecessary, or on the conduct of the Committee which has spent money placed in their 
hands as a trust. 
25th September 1890 A letter was received from Mr Woodroofe withdrawing his offer of a 
school site at Masterton  
17th October 1890 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last-
evening. Present-.Messrs E: McEwen (in the chair), H Eton, W Prangnell, Z M Hoar, C-E 
Daniell, and B M Galloway.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a 
credit balance of, £l. A communication was received from Mr E M Galloway, thanking the 
Committee for his nomination to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr Feist, and 
accepting the position. –  
Teacher's Report.' The head teacher reported the average attendance for the past month to be 
4GB, and the percentage of attendances Miss Keeling reported that at the beginning of this 
quarter 21 children 'had been transferred to the main school.' The average attendance for the 
past month was 81. ‘ 
Latrines. It was reported that, the contract for latrines had been satisfactorily completed, and 
the closets were now in good working order. The Secretary was instructed to call tor tenders 
for cleaning, the closets and providing earth. 
Leave of Absence. Miss Keeling wrote, stating that she had made application for a month's 
leave of absence before the summer vacation, and stated that she had arranged with Miss 
Watson to fill her place if the request was granted, It was decided that leave be 
recommended, and that the Board be recommended to appoint Miss Watson to the temporary 
charge oi the school. School Site.  
Mr Prangnell said he had intended to move that the Board be written to, asking them to fix a 
site for the side school. Mr Woodroofe had withdrawn his section. The Board should come to 
some decision or else tell them straight they did not intend doing anything in the matter. The 
question had been under their consideration for three years, and it appeared now that the 
Board was treating them with silent contempt.  



The Chairman said he thought if asked, Mr Beetham, the member for the district, would assist 
them in every way possible.  
Mr Eton thought it was the duty of Mr Beetham, as a member of the Board, to do something 
for the district. 
Mr Galloway said if Mr Beetham was spoken to on the subject -he would be only too glad to 
Jo what be 
Mr Eton: He would, of course, on the eve of an election. Mr Galloway:  
That's no consideration. Outside of election matters Mr Beetham 'would do his best. Mr 
Prangnell .moved that the Board be written to, requesting them to come to some definite 
decision as to a side school, and that Mt Beetham be asked to use bis influence in getting the 
matter settled. The Chairman seconded. Mr Daniells moved as an amendment that the Board 
be asked to fix upon a site, and that Mr Macara's section he recommended. 
 Mr Eton said it was a pity a former resolution, asking the Board to definitely accept Mr 
Woodroofe's acre, had not been passed. 
 Mr Prangnell was of opinion that Mr Macara might have an objection to his site being now 
taken. Mr Eton would not support the amendment, as the Board knew all about Macara's 
section, 
Mr Daniell said he only moved his amendment to make something definite. The amendment 
was not seconded, and the motion was then put and carried.  
TOWN LANDS TRUST GRANT. The Secretary said the balance, sheet had been audited 
and forwarded to the Town Lands Trust, but no reply had since been received,  
Mr Daniells did not think they had cleared themselves before the public on this matter. 
Certain charges had been heaped upon them by the Daily, and he would like to know if they 
could not clear themselves. Had Mr Jackson consented to the Committee using the Cadet 
money 
Mr Eton said he did not think Mr Jackson had consented to the money being spent.  
Mr Daniells: Then if that is so the Daily is right in its contention.  
Mr Galloway; Oh. It’s all humbug, they must have something to put in their paper.  
Mr Eton pointed out that the Town Lands Trust was not antagonistic to the Committee, Mr 
Daniells; All I want is to see the matter cleared up.  
The Chairman was of the opinion that there were plenty of Committees which did exactly the 
same as the one in Masterton. 
Mr Prangnell said the Chairman of the Town Lands Trust was anxious to get money together 
and lend it out on mortgage. He thought the money should not be accumulated but spent 
for school purposes now.  
Mr Eton refuted this charge against the Chairman and contended that the money was spent as 
it was accumulated,  
Mr Prangnell: This is not the Chairman's fault.  
Mr Daniell was not satisfied about the misappropriation of funds,  
Mr Galloway; Take no notice of the papers.,  
Mr Prangnell: Hang the Daily, and the matter will then be ended  
The Chairman said they had been too eager to swallow what Mr Renall had said in the matter 
(hear! Hear!) Mr Daniell;  
Mr Renall says he will pay his share, let us get it, The Chairman; You will get nothing from 
the Town Lands Trust, anyway. 



Mr Galloway: How's that ?  
The Chairman said he could not tell how, but they would have to wait and see, 
Mr Prangnell did not think the Trust had treated them, fairly. If they did not give them money 
they should put men on the Trust who would.  
Mr Galloway: We have two members of the Committee on' the Trust, and we should get 
something.  
Mr Eton said the Committee' had not a right to expect the money they did from the Trust. 
Their hands were tied by the Act. they got from the Trust the more they got from the Board. 
They might get up concerts to raise some  money. 
Mr Daniell: Now you're getting on the track. 
Mr Galloway agreed that this was a good idea, more especially as Mr Jackson was teaching 
singing now 
The Chairman thought Mr Jackson had quite enough to do at present. They should apply to 
the Board for more money, 
Mr Daniell objected to this course being adopted,  might depend that the Board would not 
help them.  
The Chairman moved that the Board be written to, asking for a donation to help the 
Committee out of its difficulties, as the present income was not adequate. 
Mr Galloway seconded. The motion was put and carried, the only dissentient being Mr 
Daniells 
Mr Prangnell was appointed visiting member for the month, and the meeting then adjourned 
 
17th October 1890 Miss Laura Keeling, who has been for a number of years in Masterton and 
has always been very secure with her duties as a school teacher, is  making application to the  
Education Board for leave of absence in order to visit her friends in Australia. We have no 
doubt but that the Board will unanimously accede to the request. 
The examination of the Masterton public school will be completed by Inspector Lee today. 
So far,  the work in the various standards has been exceptionally good, Only twelve failures 
have altogether been recorded, In the first, second and fourth standards' there was not a single 
failure, in the third there were nine, and in the fifth three. Mr Lee complimented the scholars 
in standard four upon their excellent work, the equal of which he said he  had not seen in the 
Province. 
Tenders are invited by the Masterton School Committee for providing dry earth and cleaning 
the latrines at the main school 
18th October 1890 SCHOOL EXAMINATION 
Masterton School 
The examination of the" Masterton Public School was concluded by Inspector Lee yesterday. 
As there were only sixteen failures, the result must be exceedingly, gratifying to Mr Jackson 
and his able staff, In Standards I, 11, IV and VII there was not a single failure, There were 
nine unsuccessful candidates in Standard 111, three in Standard V and four in Standard VI. 
Before; dismissing the children yesterday, Mr Lee delivered a short address, in which he 
complimented the school upon maintaining its high reputation as one of the best in the 
district. In several large classes every candidate had passed, and some particularly strong. He 
referred in detail to the excellent work of some of the classes, but mentioned that of the girls 
in Standard IV as exceptionally neat,  



The following are  the  names of these who passed :—’ 
Standard I.—Boys.— Milton Alpass, Harold Brown, George Bennington, Henry Billington, 
Reginald Boddington, Henry Byrn, John Cade, Herbert Cross, Percy Coker, Mark Caselberg, 
Joseph Carpenter, William Dickson, Harry Dixon, Harley Donald, Alfred Farquhar, Arthur 
Greathead, Guy Girdlestone, James Harvey, William Iorns, James Kingdon, Joseph Lyons, 
Daniel McCarthy, Harold McIntosh, John McKay, Ivan O'Connor, John Peacock, George 
Payne, Arthur Robins, Alexander Robertson, Henry Rooks, Alexander Reside, James Selby, 
Robert Spackman, Rupert Spackman. James Sellar .Fred Themsen, Charles Vallance, Horace 
Walker, Fred Williams, George Broom, Ernest Battcs, Alick Jolly, Stanley Reeve, Arthur 
Woodham, Conrad Vallance,  
Girls,—Margaret Bennington, Emily Billington, Hettie Burkinshaw, Annie Cave, Florence 
Cresswell, Meta Dixon, Helen Excell, Fanny Girdwood, Nellie Graham, Florence Harris, 
Maud Hall, Ruth Henry, Nellie Hogg, Maud Kibblewhite, Emily Marsh, Emily Mitchell, 
Annie Mitchell,  Lily Ockenden, Ida Perry. Hannah Peacock, Amy Pickering, Edith' Petersen, 
Maggie Robertson, May Reynolds, Rosa Smith, Fannie Smith, Annie Shaw, Ada Stone, Lily 
Taylor, Nina Trafford, Rosa Waite, Mary Williams, Minnie Walton, Alice Wrigley, Amelia 
Betty, Annie Christiansen, Maud Holmwood, Ella Truscott, Lena Iorns. 
Standard II—Boys.—Edward Amoore,, George Allen, Frederick Allen, John Bentley, James 
Brown, Charles Braggins, Albert Butcher, Herbert Carey, Murray Cameron, Ernest Coker, 
Alexander Cooper, Thomas Copper, Herbert Dixon, Eugene .Dixon, Albert Dixon, Ernest 
Deadman, Fred Elkins, Ernest Fanin, Tweedale fielding, George Galloway, Carl Hausmann, 
Robert Hausmann, Frederick Holloway, William Hopwood, Jasper Ingram, Robert Johnstone, 
Kenmore Johnstone, James Jones, Joseph Langley, Donald McCalmont, Donald McLennan, 
Murdock McLennan, William McGuire, John Montgomery, Richard Nicholls, David 
Mawhinay, Percy Payne, Charles Presswood, William Reside, James Reside, Frank Rooks, 
Alexander Ross, George Selby, Bertie Richards, William Smith, Louis Shepherd, Duncan 
Wilton, .  
Girls-Edith Adams, Ethel Byford, Alice Broadbent, Maud Carter, Mary Donald, Lottie 
Dixon, Stella Dixon, Jessie Downes, Emily Daniel!, Kate Easthope, Fanny Elkins, Agnes 
Girdwood, Hettie Gillespie, Lizzie limes, Edith Innes, Kate Iorns, Mary-Iorns, Olive Jago, 
Maggie Kingdon, Annie Lett, Mary Ann Lee, Fanny Meads, Flora McEwen, Isabella McColl, 
Kato McCarthy, Maggie McKenzie, Bella McKay, Jessie Mackay, Mary Mitchell, Effio 
Muir, Lizzie Neill, Ellen Pinkerton, Rosa Parker, Alice Payton, Olivia Richardson, Agnes 
Sage, Annie Stone, Pearly Schroder, Emily Sewell, Bessie Sewell, Lilla Tankersley, Edith 
Warner, Ethel Wilton, Ruby Wintringham, Amy Williams.  
Standard III—Boys. Herbert  Adams, William Ayson, James Alpass, Isaac Allen, Houston 
Boddington, George Blane, Walter Brunton, Samuel Reeve, Albert Baker, Mervyn Byrn, 
Frank Barnard, Frederick Christensen, George Cullen, Robert Coker, Douglas Dixon, Harold 
Dixon, Henry Green, Thomas Harvey, Bernard Holmwood, Percy Harcombe, Charles 
Holdaway, Robert Hewitt, William Jackson, Ernest Jenkins, Robert Johnstone, Stephen  
Langton, Albert Langton, Eric Mackay, Frederick Marsh, Willie McGregor, Douglas 
Mcintosh, William Mitchell, Charles Parker, Crespin Parker, Edward Price, Horace 
Reynolds, Edgar Richards, Hugh Russell, William Roberts, Spencer Rutherford, George 
Sellar, James Shaw, Frederick Spackman, John Smith, John Tinsley, Albert Themsen, George 
Watson, Robert Ward, Alfred Arthur Wellington, Albert Webb, Albert Wickens, Leonard 



Williams, Thomas Williams, Herbert Wilton, Walter Wragg, William Winter, Wilfred York. 
Girls.—Louisa Ah Toy, Ruth Burton, Dorcas Byrn, Lucy Beere, Ada Carey, Mary Ann Cade, 
Elsie Dixon, Ethel D'Arcy, Gertrude Day, Nellie Daniell, Ellen Gillespie, Florence Harford, 
Jessie Hogg, Edith Hall, Louisa Hall, Edith Heggie, Elizabeth Heggie, Rose Joyce, Edith 
King, Ellen Lett, Lily McKenzie, Lucy McSorley, Annie McPhee, ; Annie McColl. Amelia 
Nicholls, Eva Ockenden, Kate Pickett, Annie Peterson, Sarah Peacock, Jane Roys, Elizabeth 
Ross, Agnes Robins,  , Annie Smith, Marion Smith, Rose Spackman, Edith Shepherd, Emily 
Truscott, Kate Williams,  
Standard IV—Boys—Ben Broom, Herbert Byford, Robert Cameron, Thomas Cullen, Peter 
Cooper, John Collins, Russell Dixon, Vivian Donald, Arthur Elkins, Robert Ewington, Fred 
Fellingham, John Frasi, Lawrence Freeth, Arthur Gunther, Frank Henry, William Huxtable, 
Thomas Hopwood, Ernest Henderson, Fred Jago, Walter Jago, William Mason, Ernest 
Presswood, Thomas Parker, Henry Reynolds, Alfred Robins, Robert Smith, William Warner, 
Harry Warner, Alfred Weavers, Leonard Webb, Thomas Wickens, Norman Williams.  
Girls-Elizabeth Allen, Alexandra Brown, Hilda Brown, Margaret Brown, Pauline Bartlett, 
Ada Byford, Alice Bowser, Amy Billington, Jane Bennington, Florence Carpenter, Helen 
Coker, Ada Cade, Georgina Carter, Ellen Donald, Vera Dixon; Margaret Elkins, Annie 
Feilding, Jessie Finlayson, Lily Girdwood, Ellen Harvey, Dora Hathaway Clara Johnston, 
Jane Jolly, Rosina Langley, Josephine McNab, Rosina Ockenden, Daisy Pinkerton, Blanche 
Perry, Catherine Ross, Florence Sage, Ellen Smith, Mary Shaw, Louisa Truscott, Annie 
Weavers, Amy Yates, Violet Boddington, | 
Standard V.—Boys, Alfred Allen, Fred Daniell, James Finlayson, Lewis Freeth, Samuel 
Girdwood, Herbert Girdlestone, John Girdlestone, Fred Harcombe, Charles Innes, Frank 
Lines,' Arthur Iorns, James Johnstone, Richard, Balfour Kean, Samuel Kingdon, John Lett, 
Fred Mawhinay, Reginald McEwen, Fred Petersen, Llewellyn Reeve, Fred Rutter, Henry 
Sage, Hugh Walker, Hart Wellington, George Williams, Wm Wrigley.  
Girls.- Emily Andrews, Mary Burton, Emily Broom, Gertrude Brown, Mary 'Cameron 
Thyrsa Dixon, Helen Holdaway, Maggie Ingram, Mabel Johnson, Mary King, Florence 
Pickering, Minnie Price, Annie Ross,- Rose Scadden, Annie Trouscott, Hetty Williams, Ethel 
Whitt, Florence Wrigley. 
Standard VI -Boys.— Herbert Arnold, George Barron, Charles Gross, Henry Cole, Rupert 
Hosking, Joseph Iorns, William Johnston, Malcolm McIntosh, Ernest McEwen, Arthur Nicol, 
Richard Ockenden, Edward Payton, John Roberts, John Rooks, Arthur Sutton, William 
Sutton, John Tatham, William Waite, Heathcote Waite, Albert Walker, James Wickens, 
Percy Wilton, Henry Wallis, William Truscott.  
Girls-Ellen Arnold, Fanny Carey, Emily Christiansen, Bessie Daniell, Harriet Harvey. Mary 
Hathaway, Maggie Johnston, Maggie Langton, Kate Mackay, Gwendolyne Powell.  
Standard VII -Boys— John Cameron, Thomas D'Arcy, Alfred McEwen, James McGregor, 
Hector Munro, Joseph Owen,  
Girls—Ethel Brown, Helen Kean, Ada Wallis, Kate Walton, 
 22nd October 1890 The hearty thanks of the Masterton School Committee has been passed to 
Dr Hosking for his munificent gift of scientific apparatus for the benefit of scholars 
It was stated at the meeting of the Masterton School -Committee last evening that a child ten 
years of age which was living with its grandmother in the town, was being illtreated and 



prevented from attending school; The Secretary was instructed to put into operation the 
compulsory clauses of the Act,  
Complaints have been made that children attending the  Masterton public school have been  
compelled to procure new books when passing from one standard to another. Mr Jackson 
states, however, that this is a misconception, Books may be handed from one child to another, 
provided that they are intact.  
A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, when after 
some discussion, the tender of Mr G M Wood (at £l  2s per month), was accepted for cleaning 
latrines and providing dry earth, for the ensuing twelve months, 
29th October 1890 Wellington Education Board An application from Mrs. Bunting for the 
transfer of her daughter, a teacher in the Greytown School, to Masterton was granted, 
Leave of absence for one month at the  termination of the Christmas holidays was granted to 
Mr. (Miss)  L. Keeling, of the Masterton School. 
The Board decided to further consider the question of a second school at Masterton as soon as 
it is known what amount of money is is available. An application from 
the Masterton Committee for a special grant was declined 
7th November 1890 The examination of Wairarapa candidates for scholarships will be 
concluded by Inspector Fleming to-day. There are three scholarships in all, each of the value  
of £30. Of the 20 candidates who are being examined six belong to the Masterton school. The 
result of the examinations will be known in about six weeks’ time.  
8th November 1890 Town Lands Trust With reference to the application of the Masterton 
school for L 65, he fought the Board should undertake some of the work required.  
Mr Renall suggested that the application be forwarded to the Board with the intimation that 
the Trust would meet them in the matter.  
The Chairman said they would require to send  the application through the School 
Committee.  
Mr Renall: Oh, yes, it would be advisable to do that;  
The Chairman pointed out that the Board had met them over the water supply.  
Mr Eton stated that the School Committee had applied to the Education Board for a grant gf 
£20 and they had absolutely refused to give it. He did not think  the application of the Trust 
would avail much,  
The Chairman: Yes, but that's a different thing; we want; them to repair their own property 
Mr Renall: The Committee have made a mistake there. They should have stated what they 
wanted the money for. 
 Mr Graham suggested that the amounts required for the library and scientific apparatus be 
granted,……… 
The Chairman moved that the sum of £10 be granted for a library, £10 for scientific 
apparatus, and-£5 for for chairs for the Masterton school, on the distinct understanding that 
the  amounts be expended on the  objects for which they were granted and further, that the 
Committee be informed that, the  Trust cannot expend any of its -funds in repairing' the 
property of the Government. Mr Graham seconded.-Carried,  
Mr Eton moved that a sum of £10 be granted to the. Fernridge school for library and 
historical and geographical readers. 
Mr McEwen pointed out that in Masterton parents had to provide their children with 
historical readers.  



The' Chairman said they could not well grant money for books at the Fernridge School under 
these circumstances  
Mr Graham pointed out that the Masterton school used to provide the children with 
geographical and historical readers; 
21st November 1890 The certificates for the recent drawing examinations are to be presented 
by the Chairman of the School Committee some time during next week. The Masterton 
School Committee has instructed its Secretary to convey to the teachers of the school its 
congratulations upon the result of the recent examinations, which are highly creditable, and 
shows that the efficiency of the school being  maintained, 
The Wellington Education Board has decided that it cannot make a special grant to the 
Masterton School Committee to meet the prize list liability, Notwithstanding, the Committee 
has decided to make  further application and submit a statement, showing how the Town 
Lands Trust grants have been expended for the past three years. 
21st November 1890 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, 
there being present Messrs E. McEwen (Chairman), Daniells, Hoar, Easthope, Galloway, 
Eton and Prangnell,  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
CORRESPONDENCE. From Mr G. Beetham with reference to the proposed side school. 
From the Education Board on the same subject, stating that they could not make a grant until 
they knew the apportionment of the Board from the Government vote,— 
Mr Eton thought the Board appeared to be anxious to shelve the matter, 
Mr Daniells proposed that the communication be received, and the Board be requested to deal 
with the question of a site at its next meeting.—Mr Easthope seconded, Carried. From 
Education Board, stating that Miss Keeling hid been granted leave of absence and Miss 
Watson had been appointed to the temporary charge of the school,—Received. From same, 
stating that they could not accede to the request that a grant be made for the purpose of 
refunding the prize money. A good deal of discussion took place on this subject, the 
Secretary suggesting that the resolution of the Town Lands Trust be forwarded to the Board, 
Mr Daniells did not think this would avail very much, They could not get the money by this 
means.- 
Mr Prangnell thought they should submit a statement of receipts and expenditure for the past 
three years to the Board,- 
Mr Galloway considered this would be a good idea, 
Mr. Eton moved that the Secretary write to the Board, forwarding a statement of how the 
money received from the Town Lands Trust had been expended, and stating that these grants 
had now been discontinued.— Mr Prangnell seconded—Carried.  
From Mr Huxtable, cleaner of the main school, asking for an increase in his salary as he had 
been misled when putting in his tender.— The Secretary pointed out that if the increase was 
granted the capitation grant would be exceeded in cleaning alone by the sum of £l 4s.  
Mr Easthope moved that a reply be sent to Mr Huxtable, stating that  the Committee cannot 
entertain the request.—Mr Daniells seconded. Carried 
INSPECTOR’S REPORT. The report of the Inspector on the  recent examination of the 
School which was published in our columns was read. The Chairman thought the Committee 



should be proud of the position held by the school. It was very nearly the premier school in 
the province.  
Mr Eton proposed that the teachers in the Masterton School be congratulated upon the 
satisfactory report. The Chairman seconded.—Carried  
TEACHER’S REPORT. The report of the head teacher  was read. The number on the roll 
was reported to be 548, the average  attendance 490, and the percentage of attendances 83. 
The examination had been held during the month The closets had been finished and were 
working admirably. Miss Keeling reported that during the month the highest attendance at the 
infant school was 91, the lowest  65, and the average 88, A prize list had been made out for 
the distribution of Christmas prizes. 
ORDINARY. Mr Easthope asked if any action had been taken with regard to the children 
absenting themselves from the school. The Secretary replied that, he had not done anything, 
but it was usual for  the police to take action, the Secretary was instructed write to the police, 
as truant officers, asking them to inquire into certain oases submitted.  
Mr Daniells was appointed visiting member for the month, and the meeting then adjourned. 
4th December 1890 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening to consider a letter from the Chairman of the Fernridge Committee, suggesting that a 
united deputation of the schools wait upon the Town Lands Trust to protest against the 
treatment received from that body, There were present Messrs McEwen (Chairman), Daniell, 
Hoar, Prangnell, Eton, and Easthope. Mr D. McGregor, who was also present, stated that the 
Town Laud Trustees had evidently decided to cut the Committees down to the capitation 
grant. The Masterton and Upper Plain schools had in the past occupied a premier position 
amongst the  schools of the district, and he thought it was the desire of all that this position 
should be maintained. If, however, they had to rely upon the capitation grant, they would 
undoubtedly deteriorate in every way. It might be urged by the Trust that they should get up 
concerts and such like to make both ends meet, but he thought they should not adopt this 
course whilst they had a rich Town Lands Trust, the objects which were essentially these of 
education. He felt they had a just cause for complaint. Had public meetings been called 
throughout the district he believed the continuance of the grants would Demanded 
Mr Eton asked if Mr McGregor  had read the new Act on the subject. As a member of the 
Trust he might state that their hands were very much tied to what they previously were. 
Mr McGregor did not think the fundamental reading of the original act been interfered with, 
'Mr Easthope I believe the Town Lauds Trustees is an obstacle in our way, The Education 
Board will not grant us money whilst we have a Trust, and the Trust will not help when it is 
the duty of the Education Board to do so. 
Mr Mc Gregor contended that the committee should have the right to expend the grants as 
they thought fit. They were neither rogues or fools/ 
Mr Eton quoted the Act on the subject, and contended that the Upper plain school had-
received more than its fair proportion of the Trust's grants in the past, 
Mr McGregor said the  grant made by the Trust was simply useless to his committee. 
Mr Prangnell agree with the remarks of Mr McGregor 
Mr Daniell thought the Trust had no right to dictate to the committee how they should spend 
their grants. He would support Mr McGregor in the matter as far as possible. He was sure the 
community would sympathise with them in their demands.  



Mr McGregor could not see why the trouble between the Masterton school and the Trust 
should affect every school in the district.; It was a disgrace that .the whole of the schools; 
should suffer through an unfortunate error. 
Mr Eton said they could not get past the fact that  the Trust had to accumulate money to 
repair its dilapidated property.  
Mr Prangnell; No, That is a cuckoo cry made by Mr Lowes.  
Mr Easthope thought the monies of the Trust should be spent in the first place on education. 
Mr Daniells condemned the action taken up by Mr Eton as a member of the Trust.  
The Chairman: The Committee gets the same amount of money from the Education Board as 
other schools in the colony.  
Mr, Easthope suggested the appointing of a deputation in conjunction with the Fernridge 
school to wait upon the Trust.  
The Chairman moved that Messrs Prangnell, Easthope and Daniells be appointed a 
deputation to wait upon the Town Lands Trust, for the purpose of urging the claims of the 
various schools, and that if the demands.be not complied with the public be appealed to in the 
matter.  
Mr Hoar seconded. The motion was put and carried. A good deal of discussion ensued on the 
action of the Trust in dictating how the grants should be expended, and it was maintained. by 
nearly every member of the Committee that a gross injustice had been imposed upon the 
various Committees, 
4th December 1890 Part of an election advertisement for Geo. Beetham standing for election 
for the Wairarapa Electorate “Who killed the second school in Masterton twice over? Hogg 
the demagogue . Who has been the friend of your schools? George Beetham 
11th December 1890 Wellington Education Board Miss Nita Johnston, pupil teacher at the 
Masterton school, having applied to be transferred nearer home, the matter was left in the 
hands of the chairman 
16th December 1890 The deputation from the Wellington Education Board, Mr J. Blair, Dr 
Newman, and the Secretary, who are visiting the Forty-mile Bush, inspected the Masterton 
school this morning, and expressed themselves highly pleased with the improvements made 
in  the direction of a water supply and patent water closets, 
19th December 1890 The ordinary monthly-meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last (Thursday) evening  Present—Messrs E, McEwen (Chairman),.H. E, Eton, W. 
Prangnell W.M Easthope, C.E. Daniell, an Z.M. Hoar 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported that since last meeting the Chairman had consented to act as guarantor 
to the bank for an overdraft to meet liabilities until the capitation grant was forthcoming. -
Accounts amounting to £23 1s 11d had been paid, and the present liability was £22 4s 4d. 
The capitation grant of £20 would be forthcoming in about a month. The Secretary reported 
that the police had served notices to a number of parents whose children were not attending 
the school. Mr Daniell, as visiting member for the past month, reported that several 
improvements were necessary at the school. 
The Chairman stated that Miss Watson had waited upon him an asked if any prizes were 
going to be distributed among the children this year. 
Mr Eton: I see the papers have advertised that there are to be no prizes, 



The Secretary stated that in the time of Mr  Grundy parents used to contribute towards the 
cost of prizes,  
Mr Daniell thought there would be considerable disappointment among the children in 
consequent of there being no prizes 
Teacher's Report. Mr Jackson reported the number of children on the roll to be 554, the 
average attendance 443, and the percentage of attendances 80, The grass on the outside of the 
school fences required cutting. He would suggest that the Borough Council be asked to 
undertake this work,  
Resignation of Mr McEwen. Mr E. McEwen who is about to leave the district, tendered his 
resignation as a member of the Committee, He regretted that he was compelled  to severe his 
'connection with a body in which he had taken so much interest.  
Mr Daniell thought that they would all regret the resignation of Mr McEwen who had always 
taken, keen interest in school matters,' "  
Mr Eton endorsed the sentiments of Mr Daniell 
Mr Daniell pointed out that Mr Edwin Feist had signified his willingness to again take a seat 
on the Committee.  
Mr Easthope moved that the resignation of Mr E, McEwen be accepted with regret, and that a 
copy of this resolution be sent to him in writing. Mr Hoar seconded.  
Mr Prangnell expressed regret at the loss 'sustained by the resignation: of Mr McEwen. 
Mr Jackson stated that the school was very much indebted to Mr McEwen for the interest he 
had taken in school matters during his term of office.  
Mr McEwen acknowledged the kind feelings extended towards him.  
The motion was put and carried unanimously. 
Mr Daniells moved that Mr Feist be invited to take the vacant seat on the committee and be 
recommended to the Board for appointment. 
Mr Easthope seconded, and suggested that he be asked to take his old position as Chairman. . 
Mr Eton thought it would to rather premature to ask Mr Feist to assume the chairmanship 
before his appointment.  
The motion was put and carried. 
Ordinary. Mr Daniell, as one of the deputation who had waited upon the Town Lands Trust, 
reported that they had considered it diplomatic to postpone the consideration of the business 
owing, to the- absence of the press reporters.  
Mr Easthope was appointed visiting member for the month 
20th December 1890 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Christmas. 1890. 
The following attendance certificates were presented at the “breaking up” of the Masterton 
School yesterday. 
Certificate of Class l (not absent once  during year): Standard Ex VII,—Hector Munro. 
Standard VII—William Johnston, William Truscott, Kate Mackay. 
Standard VI Mary Burton, Reginald McEwen, James Johnston.  
Standard V.-Thomas Cullen.  
Standard IV  Wilfred  Yorke, George Cullen, William Ayson, Edith King. 
Standard III.—Herbert Carey, David Mawhinay, Percy Payne. 
Standard II—James Kingdon  
Certificate of Class  ( not absent more than five half days during year); . 



 Standard Ex VII—Kate Walton. 
Standard VII.—Ernest McEwen, William Waite, Nelly Arnold.  
Standard VI,—Annie Ross, Fred Mawhinay.  
Standard V,—Robert Smith, Ben Broome, Sarah Iorns, Georgina Carter. . . 
Standard IV.—Charles Holdaway, Hugh Russell, Fred Christensen, William Mitchell; Lilian 
McKenzie.  
Standard III- Duncan Wilton, Richard Nicholls, Maud Carter, Margaret Kingdon, Flora 
McEwen.  
Standard 11.-Harold Brown, Emily Mitchell.  
Standard 1,-Charles. Ayson, Herbert Yates, Robert Adams 
Infants,—Lizzie Shepherd, 
24th December 1890 Masterton Borough Council From Secretary of. the Masterton School 
Committee, requesting that the weeds in front of the Masterton School fence be removed,—
On the motion of Cr Gapper the matter was referred to the Inspector of Nuisances 

1890	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
27th January School resumed this morning. Miss Riemenschneider was absent today owing to 
the detention of her steamer 
On New Year’s Eve the gates at the front of the school were unhinged and smashed and a 
number of palings torn off by het Larrikins 
28th Lieutenant Colonel Butts inspected the cadet corps and expressed great satisfaction with 
the drill 
31st Mr Bakewell has been selected by the Board to fill the post of first assistant at The 
Thorndon School  
5th February I visited the Carterton School with Mr McEwen and Mr Turnbull (Wellington 
Education Board Architect) for the purpose of inspecting the earth closets in use there. We 
were quite convinced that they were by no means a success 
7th Commenced science lessons with the V, VI, V!! I was pleased to notice the good 
attendance 
14th A Number of children were absent this (Friday) afternoon in Miss Johnston’s Class 
17th School opened this morning with a very good attendance 494 out of 559 on the roll 
A little girl named Dixon was hurt at the swings after school today. It was her first day at 
school and she appears to have been standing near the swings when she got struck 
20th Another accident occurred today in connection with the swings. Eva Ockenden fell and 
bruised her forehead 
I have addressed the whole school on the need of more care in the use of the swings. I have 
prohibited double swinging, going high and standing on the backs of the box swing’ 
24th The School Committee has agreed to allow Mr Bakewell to leave at the end of the month 
28th Mr Gifford – Mr Bakewell’s successor presented himself today and spent the whole time 
in seeing the working of his new class 
Mr Bakewell took his departure today 
3rd March Mr McKenzie was ordered to report himself today at Greytown Miss Edith Fuge 
came to supply his place 



 
Drawing of school drawn by the Head Master Mr Jackson 
The Infant room measured 3’6 x 20’ which was 3 foot 6 inches x 20 foot. 1 foot = 0.3048 
Meter.  
6 inches (Or ½ a foot) =0.1524 Metres.  So that room is 6.096 Meters long x 1.0668 Meters 
wide which seems impossible if drawings are accurate.  
The 22 foot x 22 foot room is 6.7056 x 6.7056 meters 
 
7th Mr Gifford has now had a week with his class and promises to become an efficient teacher 
and a satisfactory successor to Mr Bakewell 
14th Half holiday was granted today on account of visit of the circus 
17th St Patrick’s Day No holiday was given today. The attendance was so very bad that I 
think a holiday should be given next year as the day has come to be regarded as a close 
holiday in the town 
24th Miss E Sage does not yet handle the class under her charge to my satisfaction. She is by 
no means a strong teacher 
24th I have received from  the Sec to the School Committee copies of two resolutions passed 
at the meeting of the School Committee on the 20th inst. The first gave me permission “to 
refuse admission to the school any children of which you had reason to think came from 
families where sickness had broken out/ 
The second resolution was “they (The Committee) do not see their way clear to provide funds 
for Historical Readers and clubs, but that you be allowed to use your own discretion in 
making use of the Cadet Fund for this purpose in the meantime 



Both these resolutions were uncalled for as their permission in both cases was entirely 
unnecessary, Clause 87 of the Education Act gives the first permission as also regulation 19 
of the Education Board rules. In the second case they have no right to give permission to use 
any funds they have nothing to do with 
25th R Lee Esq visited the school today and spent the afternoon inspecting the classes 
31st Mr Everiss left today having been appointed to Tawa Flat school. Mr Kay has been 
appointed to succeed him 
1st April Mr Kay has not yet arrived to succeed him 
3rd April Mr kay has not yet commenced hid duties I have had to take charge of the class 
myself for the last three days 
Closed school for the Easter holiday 
9th Reopened School. Mr Kay presented himself and assumed charge of the third standard 
boys 
11th The attendance since the holiday has been very bad. Many children have remained away 
the whole week 
14th April Miss Sage (2nd Standard Boys) is proving herself a very inefficient teacher 
18th Took cadets in manual exercises instead of gymnastic drill 
21st I am compelled to devote a lot of time to the second standard boys. Miss E sage makes 
very little progress with them 
23rd A gentleman from Scotland- Mr Butters- visited the school today 
25th Miss E McEwen a member of the School Committee spent most of the afternoon in school 
listening to the science teacher 
28th I find Miss E Sage is totally unable to manage her class. I intend to persevere a little 
longer with her giving her all to the assistance in my power and if she then shows an 
improvement to replace her with one of the infant teachers 
29th The new committee were elected last night. It consist of Messrs E Feist, McEwen, 
Daniell, Prangnell, Stone, Easthope and Mackay 
30th I spent a great part of the morning in teaching to the different classes about stone 
throwing using as a text the case reported in the Wellington Papers 
5th May Very wet Poor attendance 432, Roll 564 
9th Miss Edith Sage shows very little if any improvement as a teacher 
12th The attendance today is very bad owing to the weather and influenza (302, 300, Roll 
561) 
15th Miss McGregor away with the prevailing complaint influenza 
16th Miss McGregor away again today 
19th Miss McGregor returned today. Miss E Sage absent with influenza 
20th Miss E Sage absent again today 
23rd The attendance this week has been totally ruined through influenza 
26th A holiday was granted in honor of Queen’s Birthday 
27th Miss Riemenschneider absent with influenza Miss Johnston absent in the morning having 
missed the train 
30th Completed my monthly examination of the school. The weak subject in the several 
classes are arithmetic and grammar. The writing and neatness- especially in the 3rd girls, 5th 
and 6th standards requires attention 
2nd June The stands for the Indian Clubs has been erected since Friday 



6th I have spent a great amount of time this week with Miss Sage’s room  assisting her in her 
work and directing her in the management of her class. Unless she pulls herself together and 
obtains a firm hold of her pupils I feel I must remove her to the infant room 
9th School opened this morning with a slightly improved attendance and there are still many 
away through La Grippe and other ailments 
I am very pleased with the manner Mr Kay is handling the 3rd standard boys. There is a great 
improvement in the discipline of the class 
13th I have directed particular attention to the reading this week and have taken reading 
lessons in a number of classes. I have noticed the great need for more expression and in the 
lower classes the proper collocation of words. I have discouraged the great use of 
simultaneous reading In several instances the teachers’ specimen reading has not been 
faultless 
17th The Headmaster was absent yesterday through an attack of the La Grippe 
20th I find that Miss E Sage is totally unable to manage the second standard boys. I have 
given her a long trial and every assistance. I now intend to replace her with Miss McGregor 
23rd I have put Miss McGregor in charge of the second standard boys and Miss E Sage in the 
infant room 
24th Miss McGregor manages much better than her predecessor 
25th The weather for the last three days has been very wintry a steady cold drizzle all the time 
26th Commenced examining the school. The first standard is in a forward state, reading being 
the subject requiring attention It is too disjointed the phrases not being sufficiently attended 
to 
27th Second class girls class is in good form throughout, but the boys class is very 
unsatisfactory no subject being really strong 
2nd July The third standard classes are in a very promising state, the boys are in a very 
promising state, the boys being in better form than the girls. I have directed Miss Johnston’s 
attention to her arithmetic and grammar 
4th The weather for the last two days has interfered with the completion of my monthly 
examination. Closed school for the winter holidays 
25th July Completed Monthly examination 
I have impressed upon the teachers the necessity of giving more attention to expression in 
reading lessons and to the proper phrasing in the low classes 
The spelling throughout is very satisfactory. The Grammar in the IV boys is a little weak, 
The reading and arithmetic of the VI are not in a satisfactory state. Very few boys and girls 
were able to correct the sentences given 
The weak classes are the second standard boys, third girls and the sixth 
29th The attendance today is the best for some weeks. 
4th August The board has accepted a tender for the construction of the new closets on the dry 
earth principle. No provision has been made however for temporary accommodation during 
the progress of the work 
8th August Have given a great deal of attention this week to the second standard boys. Miss 
Mc Gregor still handles the class in an inefficient manner 
11th Have had to punish the boy Allan recently admitted from the Fernridge School. He is 
given to frequent truancy and is altogether an undesirable boy 



15th The contractor for the new closets took possession of the old building this morning and 
commenced removal. Neither the Board nor the Committee provided temporary 
accommodation the school seemed likely to be seriously inconvenienced 
To prevent the school from being closed as there are no other course when it was without 
closet accommodation I had a temporary structure erected for the girls and a a large section 
adjoining the boys’ playground fitted up for the boys, holding myself liable for the cost till the 
matter was settled between the Committee and the Board 
I telegraphed to the Secretary to the Board telling him of the situation and asking him to 
sanction the expenditure (£3) 
18th August Received a reply from the Secretary to the effect that no further expenditure 
would could be sanctioned by the Board 
22nd The attendance is just beginning to pick up after many weeks of low numbers 
27th Received a note from Mr McEwen to the effect that a report had spread among the older 
boys that her son Alfred had been guilty of gross misconduct with a girl named Francis 
I have spent the whole afternoon in an enquiry and I find that the boy named, another Joseph 
Iorns and three girls Catherine Ross, Ellen Francis and Rose Scadden have been walking out 
together, the rumour having risen from the actions of McEwen in placing a stick between the 
legs of one of the girls with the intention of tripping her 
I have written to the parents of Iorns and McEwen and have requested the girl’s parents to 
see me 
29th Have received notification from the Boys’ parents thanking me for bringing the matter 
under their notice and promising to exercise greater restraint over them at night 
1st September Mr Ross the father of the girls Rose and Francis visited me today and promised 
to keep them under stricter supervision 
2nd September Have arranged for the drawing examination tomorrow 
W H Jackson 
End of Volume 1 
3rd September The annual examination in 1st Grade drawing took place today with Mr Stone 
and Mr Hoare members of the School Committee acting as supervisors 
No of papers worked 
Freehand 71 Geometry 34 Scale 54 Total 159  
4th The attendance yesterday was slightly affected but today the classes are reduced to half 
their numbers through the cold wet weather 
6th Miss McGregor is improving in the management of her class. She cannot however be left 
for any length of time without assistance from me 
12th Have had to draw Miss Johnston’s attendance to the want of thoroughness in her work 
.Her class does not show up at all well. 
15th I find the work of the sixth not as strong as it ought to be 
19th The third Boys ‘class is doing excellent work. Mr Kay is a splendid class teacher 
I find Mr Gifford does not take sufficient pains to see that the children grasp and retain what 
he imparts 
22nd Very wet- poor attendance 353 Roll 537 
23rd Attendance recovered 470---Roll 527 



25th Dr Bey telegraphed to me from Greytown this morning asking me to allow Nelson 
Bunting to go home, his father Mr Bunting- the headmaster of the Greytown School being 
dangerously ill 
26th I examined 4th Boys today and found them satisfactory 
29th Mr Bunting of Greytown died on the 27th Son is therefore away from school 
30th Head master absent to attend the funeral of Mr Bunting on Friday 
6th October The examination which was to have been held this week has been postponed a 
weekly Mr Lee on account of Mr Bunting’s Death 
 
Mr Bunting (The Teacher) returned to his duties having been absent for a week and two days 
10th Have made every preparation for the examination on Monday next 
13th R Lee Esq commenced the annual examination of the school 
17th The annual examination was completed today. Half-holiday allowed by Inspector 
19th The classes are now all doing good work. I am pleased with the way Mr Gifford is 
working 
20th Reported to the Committee that the closets were giving great satisfaction 
28th Holliday was observed yesterday on account of Wellington A and  P show  
Messrs W H Beetham and G Beetham MHR visited the school in company with the chairman. 
Mr G Beetham addressed the children and presented the drawing certificates 
5th November The attendance was so small this morning that with the consent of the chairman 
the school was closed in the afternoon. The parliamentary election was the cause 
8th November Attendance improved . Had 1000 absence notes printed 
11th Commenced monthly examination of schools P 1 and II doing good work Promoted 
several PII children to Standard 1 
19th School broke up in the afternoon. Mr McEwen and Mr Easthope members of the School 
Committee presented the attendance certificates 
 

1891 
1891 510 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £315 $58,902 
1891 510 Masterton Waite William   Assistant Master £220 $41,138 
1891 510 Masterton Gifford James  Assistant Master £150 $28,049 
1891 510 Masterton Kay John  Assistant Master £100 $18,699 
1891 510 Masterton Reimendchneider E  Assistant Female £75 $14,024 
1891 510 Masterton Johnston Nita  Assistant Female £60 $11,219 
1891 510 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Male Pupil Teacher £55 $10,284 
1891 510 Masterton Munro Isabella  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,480 
1891 510 Masterton Sage Agnes  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,480 
1891 510 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,480 
1891 510 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £35 $6,545 
1891 510 Masterton McGregor Lois  Female Pupil Teacher £35 $6,545 

1891 80 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £115 $21,504 



1891 80 
Masterton 
Infants Barron Ellen  

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,675 

1891 80 
Masterton 
Infants Kean Annie  

Female Pupil Teacher £15 $2,805 
3rd January 1891 In the Wairarapa Daily Times is a long article in poor paper condition where 
a delegation of Masterton and Fernridge School Committees met with the Town Lands 
Trustees to discuss the health of the finances and who owed what to whom from all three 
bodies. 
7th January 1891 The Inspector reported that he did not consider the grass outside the fence of 
the public school a nuisance. The letter from the School Committee on the subject was 
referred to the Works Committee with power to act.  
16th January 1891 Mr R M Galloway has been appointed Chairman of the Masterton School 
Committee for the remainder of the term, vice Mr E. McEwen, resigned 
For the purpose of raising funds, the Masterton School Committee has decided to hold a 
concert at an early date. The Secretary has been instructed to carry out the necessary 
arrangements, and with the assistance of the Committee and the public generally it is hoped 
that the present liabilities of the school  will in a measure be reduced. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, there being 
present Messrs C. E. Daniell, Z. M. Hoar, W. Prangnell, B. M. Galloway and H. E. Eton.  
Mr Galloway was voted to the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed The Treasurer reported a debit balance of £19 19s 4d. A communication was 
received from  the Secretary of the Executive Council, enclosing amended rules for auditing 
accounts, etc. A lengthy discussion ensued on the financial position of the school, in which it 
was stated that the capitation grant received from the Education Board was not sufficient to 
meet the ordinary expenses. Mr Daniell said the Committee had to choose between "bullying" 
or coaxing the Town Lands Trustees into extending the grant and letting the school go to 
ruin. Mr Eton replied that no good could result from "bullying." There was no feeling of 
antagonism in the Trust against the school. They had a duty to perform, and they could not go 
outside it. Mr Prangnell maintained that the Trust had power to grant the request of the 
Committee if they so desired. Mr Daniells was of a similar opinion. The matter was 
eventually allowed to drop. Mr Eton was appointed visiting member for the month, and the 
meeting adjourned. 
19th January 1891 Masterton School Committee. 
[to the editor .] Sir, —By the report of the last meeting of this committee I find that I used an 
expression, that while being more forcible than elegant, conveys, as reported, a very different 
meaning to that intended, and lest the school should suffer, allow me to explain. The 
Committee is now in debt some £50. The Secretary, Mr Sellar, has just got authority to 
arrange for a concert, the proceeds of which were to reduce this debt. As I personally have 
very little faith in entertainments got up in half hearted fashion, I was anxious that the 
Committee should do something else, favoring as I do a subscription among the parents and 
friends of the school which, I think, would probably be supplemented by the Town Lands 
Trustees. The Committee generally said " Oh, wait and see what the concert will do, better 
not have too much at once." To combat this idea, I urged that we should still be in debt, that 
all necessary repairs to furniture, etc. must stop, or else we must still " coax and bully " the 
Town Lands Trustees, The phase certainly was not a commendable one, but expressed what I 



felt at the time. I am not, as the press reports would imply, in favour of either coaxing or 
bullying, but seeing that we have spent the money—on the school, it is true—we should, as a 
Committee, make some determined effort to get out of debt. Permit me to say further that I 
propose at the next meeting of the Committee to move in the direction indicated and shall 
hope to have the support of these interested. I am, etc, Chas. E. Daniell, Masterton, Dec 
19,1891.  
23rd January 1891 Masterton School Committee. 
[to the editor.] Sir, —Mr Daniell's reply to my letter is even a greater puzzle than the former 
communication, He claims the right to speak more than twice because he is an Englishman. 
Englishmen at large usually speak but once at a time, He says he has not apologised; what 
then was the object of his letter ? My policy he says, has been to get the Committee into debt. 
As a fact my policy has been to keep out of it. He asks: " What is the use of applying to the 
Education Board for funds on the simple plea that we are in debt. Can Mr Daniells suggest a 
better plan, would he apply to the Board because the Committee is in funds, I need not point 
out for Mr Daniells edification that, because the Board pays certain liabilities incurred by the 
Masterton School Committee, it follows that they must do the same to any other Committee. 
If the Board will not pay the debts of the Committee, why should the Town Lands Trust be 
expected to do so. As regards the Trust, the members do not insist on directing how the 
money is to be expended, but they require the Committee to submit their proposals before 
voting further grants.—l am, etc., H. E. Eton. 23rd January 1891, 
26th January At a special meeting of the Masterton School Committee to be held on 
Wednesday evening, a candidate will be nominated for a seat on the Education Board 
29th January 1891 Wellington Education Board A grant of L3O to the  Masterton School 
Committee towards the expense incurred in reference to the water supply was made. 
29th January 1891 A. special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening, there being present—Messrs R. M. Galloway (in the chair), Eton, Hoar, Feist, 
Daniell, Easthope and Prangnell.  
The Chairman explained that the business of the meeting was to nominate two candidates for 
the Education Board. It had struck him of late that it would be to their advantage to select 
local candidates. With this in view he had asked Mr Sellar to write to Mr McCardle on the 
subject.  
Mr Eton: What about Mr Hawkins  
The Chairman stated that Mr McCardle appeared to be a very suitable person. He had a good 
knowledge of the requirements of the district, and as the Education Board  met one day 
before the Land Board it would be advantageous in more ways than one to select him as their 
candidate. He had much pleasure in nominating Mr McCardle for the position.  
Mr Eton in seconding the resolution, stated that he thought Mr Hawkins should be nominated 
in conjunction with Mr McCardle. Mr Feist moved that the Rev. J. Paterson be selected as the 
second  candidate. He had in the past worked in the interests of the district and had been very 
popular. Mr Prangnell said the only objection he had to Mr Paterson was that he was a 
Minister. Mr Easthope seconded the resolution of the Chairman pro forma. At the same time, 
he thought a more local man might be secured,  
Mr Eton thought they might nominate Mr Hawkins and afterwards receive his written 
consent. He had much pleasure in moving that Mr Hawkins be a nominee of the committee. 
Mr Prangnell seconded. He was strongly opposed to ministers of religion acting on the 



Education Board. In his opinion Mr Brown had done the district more good than any other 
member of the Board. He would support Messrs McCardle and Hawkins, but if there was a 
third party to be nominated he would select Mr Brown. 
The Chairman : We can only nominate two.  
Mr Prangnell considered the time had come when the country districts should be represented, 
so that the past unsatisfactory state of things might be done away with. Fresh blood should be 
introduced into the Board.  
Mr Daniell suggested that the committee should nominate these gentlemen who were most 
likely to be elected. 
 Mr Easthope: What is Mr Hawkins employed at?  
Mr Eton : I think he is working in conjunction with Mr Jellicoe at the present time. Mr 
Daniell thought Mr Hawkins should have been consulted on the matter. After some further 
discussion the nomination of Mr McCardle was carried unanimously.  
Mr Feist thought they could not expect the return of more than one country member. 
Mr Eton suggested the addressing of a circular to the various Committees in the district, 
informing them of the nominations of the Masterton  Committee.  
Mr Feist did not think it would be necessary to adopt such a course.  
Mr Easthope : No, I believe the other committees would think we were dictating to them. It 
was ultimately decided that Mr Hawkins be the second nominee, 
 Cleaning the School. Mr Eton stated that Mrs Farquhar, who had recently been cleaning the 
school, had informed him that the Committee was indebted to her in the amount of £6. Mr 
Feist: I never heard of this before.  
Mr Easthope: It’s the first I have heard of it. The Chairman thought it strange that the 
Secretary had not brought the matter up. Mr Eton: The matter should at once be settled, Mr 
Easthope; We must see that the amount is correct before paying it. The matter was eventually 
left in the hands of the Chairman with power to act.  
School Finance. Mr Daniells stated that he had heard that a subscription list was being 
circulated on behalf of the school. He wondered if the Committee had any objection to such a 
course for raising funds, Mr Prangnell stated that he had been the first to sign the list. Mr 
McEwen and the secretary had offered to make a house to house canvas of the town, Mr 
Easthope : I think I was the second to sign the list. It has my sanction, Mr Eton : The 
circulating of the list has my consent, but I did not attach my name, as I object to this passing 
round of the hat. The debt belongs to the Education Board. Mr Easthope considered the Town 
Lands Trustees were the body who should have, met the difficulty. They had illegally 
withheld their monies from the school. Mr Eton : You not read the Act or you would not talk 
like that. Mr Easthope: I have read the Act. 
Mr Daniell thought it was a question whether or not the Trust was responsible. Mr Easthope : 
But the very men who got the Committee into debt are opposing the liquidation of the same 
on the Trust. Mr Eton : There is only one man on the Trust who was on the Committee when 
it got into debt, and that is Mr Renall. Mr Easthope stated that the Town Lands Trust had an 
endowment which belonged to the School Committee, and they would have to pay. Mr Eton : 
It is no use talking like that. Mr Feist considered they were adopting the proper course in 
circulating subscription lists. In answer to a question the Chairman stated that it was intended 
to give a concert at an early date. After a good deal of further discussion, the matter was 
allowed to drop, and the meeting adjourned. 



20th February 1891 The Masterton School Committee is to be congratulated upon the state of 
its finances at the present time. There is, according to the Secretary, a debit balance of only 
£30. Considering the fact that the usual grant from the Town Lands Trustees has this year 
been withheld, the position is exceedingly satisfactory. But the Committee is of course, 
anxious that the existing liabilities should be extinguished before its term of office expires. 
.The Town Lands Trust has expressed its willingness to make a grant on certain conditions, 
and we can see no reason why a good case should not now be made out. It is tolerably clear 
that the Trust will not be coerced into making a grant. It is a public body, elected by the- 
people to administer the Act, and in making its conditions for grants it has probably done so 
in the interests of the public. The School Committee has but one course to adopt. If it requires 
a grant, it has to state in what direction such a grant will be expended. And should a 
satisfactory statement be prepared, there is no alternative for the Trust but to make the grant 
18th February 1891 Some wilfully mischievous person has broken the filter box of the water 
supply at the Masterton public school, which will necessitate the expenditure of school funds, 
which are required for other purposes, in its repair 
20th February 1891 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening. Present—Messrs W M Easthope (in the chair), Z M Hoar, C E Daniell, H E 
Eton, and W Prangnell.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported receipts for the month of £20 and expenditure £45 13s 7d, leaving a 
debit balance of £25 13s 7d. 
 Correspondence.  From Education Board, stating that the sum of £30 had been voted to 
enable the Committee to pay off the liability for the water supply, and a cheque would be 
forwarded on March 1st. 
From F. Huxtable, stating that as he was leaving the district he could not clean the school 
after the end of the month. 
 From Education Board, enclosing the names of persons nominated for seats on the Education 
Board.  
From Messrs A W Brown and John Young, soliciting the support of the Committee in their 
candidature for seats on the Board.  
Cleaning' the School The resignation of Mr Huxtable as school cleaner was accepted. 
On the motion of Mr Daniells, it was resolved that tenders be called for the position. 
Education Board Election. Mr Daniells suggested the sending of circulars to various schools 
in the district, stating for whom this Committee intended to vote.  
Mr Eton thought this would be a good idea.  
Mr Daniells: We should vote if possible for local candidates.  
Mr Prangnell: We had better plump for Mr McCardle to secure his return.  
The Chairman thought that in the interests of the school they should vote for three persons. 
Mr Eton moved that the vote of this committee be given to Messrs Brown, McCardle, and 
Young. Mr Daniells seconded.—Carried.  
Teachers' Report. The headteacher of the school reported that  the number on the roll was 
576; the average attendance 471, and the percentage 82. The school was almost completely 
free from sickness at the present time. A number of children had been absent since the 
holidays. It was resolved that Sergeant Price be requested to take action against parents 
neglecting to send their children to School. 



Miss Keeling reported that twenty seven children had been admitted to the Infant School 
during the month. The number on the roll was now 118, the average attendance 56, the 
highest attendance 109, and the lowest attendance 68.  
Mr Eton, visiting member for the month, stated that he had visited the infant school and Miss 
Keeling had called his attention to the need for blackboards.  
Mr Jackson stated that the main school was urgently in need of blackboards also,  
Latrines. Mr Eton reported that he had inspected the latrines at the main school and found 
that they were very defective. After some discussion it was decided to call the Board's 
attention to the defect and ask for authority to remedy it. The Secretary was instructed to call 
the attention of the contractor for cleaning the closets to the fact that he was not complying 
with the specifications with regard to earth. It was also resolved to request the contractor to 
provide a winter supply of earth.  
Finances.  The Treasurer read the balance sheet for the year ending March 31st. The receipts, 
amounted to £50 and the expenditure is £85 10s 5d, With promises of subscriptions he had 
received, the debit balance was actually £31.  
The Chairman : Have wo received anything from the Town Lands Trustees? 
The Secretary: Nothing. The Chairman: If we had received our usual grant, what position 
would we be in? 
The Secretary : We should have a Balance of about £30, 
Mr Prangnell moved, in view of the incidental expenses of the school, that application be 
made to the Town Lands Trustees for a grant of £25, and that the Secretary prepare a 
statement of works necessary .to be undertaken,  
The Chairman suggested that the Town Lands Trustees be asked to furnish the Committee 
with a reply to the request of the recent deputation. He was beginning to look upon the action 
of the Trust with grave suspicion, 
Mr Prangnell said if the Trustees did not grant the request of' the Committee he would make 
one to call a meeting of residents to consider their action. He was surprised that the press had 
been so silent on the matter.  
Mr Daniell complained of the want of courtesy displayed by the Trust in not replying to the 
recent deputation.  
Mr Hoar : The money belongs to the public and the public should have the handling of it. The 
Chairman thought they had grounds for complaint that the funds for primary education, were 
being withheld,  
Mr Eton said it appeared to him that the Committee wanted to dictate to the Trust how they 
should spend their money. They would not be dictated to. 
Mr Prangnell: We do not want to dictate, but we want our rights.  
The Chairman: The Trust has gone quite outside the meaning of the Act. 
After some further discussion the following resolution was put and carried :—" That 
application be made to the Town Lands Trust for a grant of £25 in aid of clearing off the 
liabilities of the School Committee ; that it be pointed out to the Trust that no grant has been 
made during the past year; that an explanation why the usual grant has been withheld be 
asked for; and that a statement of the liabilities of the Committee be forwarded to the Trust. 
The action of the Committee in neglecting to answer the application of the Committee for a 
grant in aid was commented on.  
Mr Daniell : My impression is that there is not a gentleman on the Trust.  



Mr Prangnell Hear, hear.  
On the motion of Mr Daniell, seconded by Mr Prangnell, the following resolution was put 
and carried : That this committee express surprise that no reply has as yet been received from 
the Town Lands Trust to the application for a grant and to the request of the deputation from 
the Masterton and Fernridge  schools as promised by the Chairman. 
Ordinary. A sub-committee was appointed to open tenders for cleaning.  
Mr E. Feist was appointed visiting member for the month. The meeting then adjourned. 
28th February 1891 In the late examination of teachers the following teachers in this district 
have distinguished themselves:—ln the Pupil Teachers' examination, Annie Kean and Ella 
Barron, of the Masterton School, and Caroline Kelliher, of the Fernridge have  obtained 
special mention, the first and last being promoted two years at once. In the teacher’s 
certificate examinations, Lois McGregor and Annie Feist obtained their full certificates, the 
former with special mention in arithmetic and the latter in Domestic Economy, Annie Kean 
obtained special mention in Domestic Economy and 3rd prize in drawing. 
7th March 1891 Town Lands Trustee meeting. The Masterton School Committee also wrote, 
expressing surprise at not having received a reply to the request of the deputation. 
The Masterton School Committee made application for a grant of £54 17s 5d to extinguish 
existing liabilities and enclosed an account of the receipts and expenditure for the past year. 
The Chairman stated that on looking up the minutes he found that he had made a promise to 
reply to the deputation from the Masterton and Fernridge schools. He felt he was to some 
extent to blame for not having done so and had to apologise for any neglect. He would ask 
the Trustees now to formulate a reply. It appeared to him, however, that the Committees 
wished to force them to make a grant, to be expended as they desired. The Trust had laid 
down certain regulations, and he for one would not deviate from their former position, no 
matter what pressure was brought  to bear. He found that over £20 per annum was being  
spent by the Masterton School Committee for cleaning. If the Committee applied for a grant 
for this subject, he had no doubt it would be conceded.  
Mr Eton agreed with the remarks of the Chairman. Some of the members of the Committee 
seemed to be of the opinion that they should receive the money to expend as they liked. He 
did not care for the dictatorial spirit which had keen manifested. 
Mr Renall endorsed the remarks of the Chairman. The Committees would receive a grant if 
they complied with the conditions.  
Mr Graham thought they might point out to the Committees again under what conditions they 
could receive grants.  
Mr Renall; The Committees are very bumptious in the matter. It was ultimately resolved to 
reply to the Committees that whilst the Trust wishes to further the interests of school matters 
as far as possible, it cannot see any reason to alter its former decision regarding the 
applications made, and that unless such applications are made for specified purposes, 
excluding repairs to school buildings, the Trustees cannot make any grant in aid.  
The Secretary was instructed to explain to the Committees that an oversight had occurred in 
the Trust not having sent a reply to the request of the recent deputation, 
It was also decided to inform the Masterton Committee that the Trust has to the utmost of its 
ability granted applications for grants in aid, consistent with its regulations for the 
disbursement of its finances 



13th March 1891 The Masterton Town Lands Trustees, and the Masterton School Committees 
still continue the squabble over the matter of the grants, and because the school committees 
will not humble themselves and send a written explanation of what they require a grant for, 
the trust remains obdurate in its refusal to give any aid; and unless the committeemen knuckle 
down, and do as they are asked, matters are likely to remain in this state, for for as one 
pompous little individual remarked, the Trust will not be be dictated to, sir! 
20th March 1891 Owing  to the indisposition of the Secretary, Mt W. Sellar, the ordinary 
monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, which was to have been held last 
evening, was adjourned till to-night. 
21st March 1891 The tender of Mrs D. Harold, at £2 8s per month, has been accepted for the 
cleaning of the Masterton main school. 
The Masterton School Committee has decided to apply to the Town Lands Trustees for the 
sum of £58, to liquidate liabilities incurred in cleaning the school, etc., during the past year. 
21st March 1891 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening, there being present Messrs Galloway (Chairman), Daniells, Hoar, Easthope, 
Prangnell, and Eton. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The treasurer reported a debit 
balance at the bank of £19 6s 5d, and liabilities at the end of the year, £35 18s 5d. 
Correspondence. 
From Education Board, asking for an explanation re the repairs required to latrines, as these 
were considered to be in good working order.—It was resolved to apply to the Board for the 
sum of £3 to effect the necessary repairs. 
.From the Secretary of the Town Lands Trustees, stating that to the best of the knowledge of 
the Trust, no application from the Committee for funds made in a consistent manner had been 
refused, and £25 had been granted for scientific apparatus etc., which had not been applied 
for.—Mr Easthope moved that the Secretary be instructed to apply for the money offered.—
Mr Hoar seconded.— Carried, 
From same, apologising for not having forwarded a reply to the deputation re grant, and 
stating the cause of the omission. —Mr Easthope stated he could not understand the letter; he 
thought the writer should have been present to explain it.—The communication was received. 
From same, forwarding a copy of the resolution passed at the last meeting of the Trust, 
stating that no grant would be made unless for specific purposes, excluding repairs.— 
Mr Easthope moved that the sum of £58 for objects stated, be applied for.—Mr Hoar 
seconded.—Carried.— 
It was also resolved that the Trust be urged to make the grant before the financial year is 
closed. 
Cleaning School. 
The Secretary explained that the tender of Mrs D Harrold at £2 8s per calendar month had 
been accepted for cleaning the main school.  
Auditing Accounts. The Secretary of the Wellington Education Board wrote, pointing out 
certain conditions under which accounts would be audited, and asking for a full statement of 
accounts as soon as possible after April 5th. The Secretary was instructed to forward the 
statement required.  
Education Board Member. The Committee decided to nominate Mr W. W. McCardle for the 
vacancy on the Wellington Education Board, caused by the death of Mr Henry Bunny, and to 



write for his consent to become a candidate. It was also resolved to communicate with the 
various Committees in the district, requesting their support of the candidature of Mr 
McCardle.  
Infant School. 
The Chairman explained that he had secured the harmonium from the Wesleyan Trustees for 
the use of the school. He had also given authority for certain work to be undertaken. Some of 
the forms in the school required repairing. Mr Daniell moved that the  Town Lands Trustees 
be applied to for a sufficient sum of money to repair the forms in the infant school. The 
motion was not seconded.  
The Compulsory Clauses. 
The Secretary stated in answer to Mr Easthope, that the truant officer had written to certain 
parents, warning them against allowing their children to absent themselves from school. 
Mr Easthope did not think the police had done their duty. They had not reported upon 
children in the streets who were not attending school. 
The Secretary read the compulsory clauses of the Act. 
Mr Easthope moved that it be an instruction to the Secretary to request a report from the 
truant officer (Sergt Price) of children who were not attending school, 
Mr Daniells seconded. Carried.  
Teacher's Report. 
The head teacher reported the number on the  roll at the main school as 580, the average 
attendance 487, and the percentage of attendances 84. He was pleased to state that the action 
of the Committee regarding children absenting themselves had been successful. A visit had 
been paid to the school by Inspector Lee. He would suggest that a winter supply of firewood 
be procured. It was resolved that tenders be called for the supply of firewood. 
It was resolved that a list of names of children absenting themselves be handed to the truant 
officer. 
Miss Keeling reported that a visit had been paid to the infant school by Inspector Lee. The 
school was not being properly cleaned, The number on the roll was 119, the highest the 
lowest 28, and the average 96. The Secretary was instructed to write to the cleaner, pointing 
out that unless the school is properly attended to the contract will be determined.  
Ordinary. The Secretary was instructed to call a special meeting of the Committee should the 
reply of the Town Lands Trustees be received. Mr Galloway was appointed visiting member 
for the month, and the meeting adjourned. 
26th March 1891 The Masterton School Committee met last evening (Thursday) to consider 
the report of an outbreak of itch in the main school. Present—Messrs Eton (in the chair), 
Easthope, Daniells, Hoar, and Prangnell, The head master, Mr Jackson, was also present, A 
letter was  read from the Town Clerk, notifying the Committee that Dr Hosking as health 
officer had reported to the Borough Council that an outbreak had occurred in one or two 
families. Mr Jackson stated to the Committee that he was cautioned about two weeks ago to 
keep a look out for the appearance of itch on certain children, but he could not discover 
anything until a day or two ago, when the two alluded to were discovered, and the children 
were sent from school at once. After considerable discussion the Committee arrived at the 
following  
The Committee having carefully investigated the reported cases of itch, find that only two 
have been discovered in the school, and as prompt steps were to prevent them attending 



school, no cause of alarm exists. The Committee wishes to have it well-known that the law 
provides a penalty of £10 for parents or guardians sending children  to school suffering from 
an infectious disease, and the Committee are determined in every case reported to it to 
rigorously enforce the law and, further, the head master is Hereby instructed to send home at 
once any child suspected of suffering from itch, and not to permit the attendance of such 
child or other members of the family without a certificate of cleanliness from a competent 
person, 
26th March 1891 Wellington Education Board Mr James Macara wrote, declining the offer 
made for the site for the proposed Masterton Infant School. The Board decided to make 
another offer. 
Masterton, for fencing latrines, £3 
28th March 1891 The members of the  Masterton School Committee are to be commended for 
assembling so promptly to consider the itch epidemic to which we called attention in our last 
issue. They appear to consider that the headmaster has already taken all necessary steps to 
prevent the evil from spreading and that there is nothing further left for them to do than to 
endorse his action. We do not doubt that Mr Jackson has displayed intelligence and 
promptitude in meeting the difficulty and his action will tend to allay the alarm that has been 
created. It will not altogether dissipate it, because a somewhat strong opinion has been 
expressed on the subject by an experienced medical practitioner and. as the question is 
essentially one on which a medical opinion must carry the greater weight, it would have been 
prudent for the Committee to have obtained a medical report as to whether all had been done 
to remove the danger of infection and whether there was any reasonable ground to fear an 
outbreak of further cases. We fear the public will not be satisfied without an assurance of this 
character. 
11th April 1891 A special meeting of the Masterton Town Lands Trustees was hold in the 
Chambers last evening, there being present Messrs Lowes (Chairman), Renall, and Graham. 
The meeting was to consider the application for school grants. The first application 
considered was that of the Masterton School Committee for £58 4s for cleaning etc. The 
Chairman stated that he had authorised the Secretary to forward to the Committee the £25 
already granted. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Eton, seconded by Mr Renall, " That 
the sum of £30 be granted to the Masterton' School' Committee towards the expenses of 
cleaning schools." An additional sum of £15 was granted to the  Fernridge school for 
cleaning and | firing, the application being for £20. 
14th April 1891 Miss Evans, the kindergarten instructor, paid her first visit to the Masterton 
school yesterday. She gave lessons in three branches of kindergarten work, demonstrating 
how the subjects should be handled. The children were kept pleasantly occupied, as was 
shown by their smiling faces and at the same time their intelligence was drawn out and they 
were given valuable instruction. A number of teachers of surrounding schools were present, 
having closed their schools so as to have an opportunity of seeing a practical demonstration 
of what was to them a new departure in teaching. Miss Evans in an expert from the 
Kindergarten College in England. She is engaged by the Wellington Education Board to 
initiate the teachers of the district into the method of handling the subject. She is a skilful 
teacher, and very pleasant with the children. The Education Board are to be congratulated 
upon securing the services of a lady of such experience and ability. Miss Evans visits the 
school again to-day. 



17th April 1891 It is expected, that the Masterton School Committee will face the house 
holders on Monday week without a single liability 
Mr. James Gifford, an assistant teacher in the Masterton school, has received a week's 
holiday in which to visit some friends. 
Nearly all of the members of the Masterton School Committee have signified their intention 
of contesting the forthcoming election. Messrs. Prangnell, Feist, Hoar and Easthope were 
nominated after the meeting lost night. 
17th April 1891 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Oddfellow's Hall last evening.; Present—Messrs E. Feist (in the chair) Hoar, Prangnell, 
Easthope, Eton and Daniell. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported the receipt of £25 from the Town Lands Trustees and the expenditure 
of £30 3s 5d. The debit balance was now £5 Is 5d. The liabilities at the end of the year were 
£61 17s 6d, and the assets £58, leaving a debit balance for the year of £3 17s 6d. 
Correspondence.  
From the Secretary of the Education Board authorising the expenditure of £3 in repairing 
latrines and fences.  From Town Lands Trustees, forwarding cheque for grant of £25 made in 
November last. From same, stating that the sum of £30 had been voted for cleaning 
purposes.—The Secretary was instructed to apply for the grant at once.  
Teachers Report. The head teacher reported the number of children on the roll as 589, the 
average attendance 468, and the percentage of attendances 79. The attendance had been 
affected in the early part of the month by the itch scare. No new cases of itch had been 
discovered. He recommended several repairs and stated that he had been applied to for the 
use of the infant room for a panoramic entertainment. The repairs suggested were left in the 
hands of Mr Prangnell and the visiting member. The application for the use of a room fox an 
entertainment was refused, 
Miss Keeling reported 118 children on the roll, the highest attendance 105, the lowest 81, and 
the average 99. It was necessary to procure, a. winter supply of coal, On the motion pf Mr 
Daniell, seconded by Mr Prangnell, it was decided to procure  a supply of coal. 
Leave of Absence. Mr Gifford, who had obtained leave of absence from the Education Board 
for a week; applied to the Committee for its consent, It was resolved that the application be 
granted.  
Accounts. Accounts amounting to £1 13s 5d were passed for payment when funds permit, 
Ordinary.  
Mr Easthope asked if there had been any report from the police as to truant children. \ 
The Secretary replied that he had received none.  
The head teacher explained that he had received a report from Sergeant Price of families 
visited, and a number of children who had previously absented themselves now attended the 
school.  
Mr Easthope pointed out that it was the duty of the truant officer to look up these who had 
never attended a school. The police appeared to resent what they considered the interference 
of the He was well aware that there were numbers of children in the town who were not 
attending school. He would move that the police officer in charge be requested to furnish a 
monthly report of children not attending school, Mr Eton seconded,—Carried. 
Mr Easthope moved, that the Committee desires to point out to the Town Lands Trustees that 
no grant in aid of the School has been made from the Trust, funds for the year ending 31st 



March 1891. The sum of £30 granted for cleaning the school during the current year is totally 
inadequate for the purpose and the Committee therefore requests the Trustees to re-consider 
its application for £58 4s with a view to granting the whole sum. Mr Hoar seconded.  
Mr Prangnell said to his mind the resolution was not justified. The Trust had stated that the 
Committee could apply for further grants.  
Mr Easthope stated that all he desired was to get the balance of the £58.  
Mr Eton thought it was coming rather hard after receiving the L30 to make this application. 
Mr Easthope: The Town Lands Trustees are supposed to help the School, and they will have 
to do it. If this Trust won't, we'll put in men who will. 
Mr Daniell sympathised with the resolution but did not wish to raise an opposition to the 
Trust. 
Mr Eton thought Mr Easthope expected grants from the Trustees to be expended at his 
dictation. The funds of the Trust had to be spent for purposes of public utility.  
Mr Easthope: Public utility comes third." They must first grant what the school requires.  
The Chairman doubted whether their object would be attained by putting things too plainly to 
the Trust. 
The motion was put and carried. The Secretary stated that he would undertake to collect 
sufficient to liquidate all liabilities before next meeting.  
Mr Easthope thought it was particularly hard that they should go round begging whilst they 
had a large special fund at their disposal. The Secretary, in reply to Mr Easthope, stated that a 
full balance sheet would be submitted to next meeting. 
Mr Feist was authorised to sign documents in the absence of the Chairman. 
Mr Easthope suggested the advertising of the date for receiving nominations for the new 
committee. It was resolved that the dates for nominations and elections be advertised in the 
local papers. Messrs Feist and Easthope were appointed a committee to draw up a report for 
presentation to the annual meeting. Mr Hoar was appointed visiting member. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Nomination of Candidates. 
The following nominations were received yesterday for seats on the Masterton School 
Committee : W. G. Beard, nominated by E. Feist. 
William Blinkhorne nominated by T. E. Price. 
Robert Burton, nominated by W, Lowes. 
C.  E. Daniell  nominated by T Mackay. 
W. M. Easthope, nominated by E, Feist. 
H  E. Eton nominated by T. E Price. 
Edwin Feist nominated by W M Easthope. 
S. E. Gapper nominated by J Wickens. 
Z, M. Hoar, nominated by E Feist. 
J, W. Leahy, nominated by J, Savage. 
Walter Perry, nominated by W, Lowes. 
W. Prangnell, nominated by E Feist. 
Joseph Williams, nominated by T, E. Price. 
M. Williams nominated by T. E Price. 



G. W. Woodroofe, nominated by J. J. Smith. 
18th April 1891 Mr Easthope deserves the thanks of the community for taking steps on 
Thursday evening to hunt up truant children. From time to time some intermittent action has 
been taken to remind parents who were neglecting to send their children to school of the fact  
that they were bound by law to give their offspring an education. We believe the headmaster 
recently received into the school a child thirteen years of age whose education had been 
neglected to such an extent that she had to be put in an infant class. A case like this points 
clearly to the conclusion that for many years this particular child was a truant, and that the 
usual means taken for compelling the attendance of absentees had altogether failed in her 
case. It is of course impossible to say whether there are not in this town many parallel 
instances, and systematic inquiry is the only means by which the number of absentees can be 
tested. The State provides ample accommodation for all children of school ages within the 
district, and it is very expedient that the State when it finds parents neglecting their children 
should intervene on behalf of the young who are deprived of the instruction provided for 
them. The recent census ought to be utilized, by a list of children of school ages residing 
within the borough being supplied to the school authorities so that every truant could be 
identified. Such a use pf the census papers would give a practical  as well as a statistical value 
to the returns and be of immense advantage to the community. 
21st April 1891 We had hoped to see a somewhat better list of candidates for the new School 
Committee in Masterton, bat unfortunately very many of these settlers who are recognised as 
specially fitted for serving the educational interests of the town won’t come forward. For 
some time past the local committee has been receiving more kicks than ha'pence, and this 
possibly discourages candidates from coming forward. Then again the election has been wont 
to drift into a party fight, and this is regarded as objectionable by many. There was a time 
when this School Committee managed its business in such a way that the community 
generally was proud of it. Then came a change when the Committee began to waste its 
substance in riotous living and to drift into financial straits. During this period a lot of good 
money disappeared, and the only satisfactory return was an improved water supply. The 
prodigals were entitled to great credit on this score, but unfortunately, they distributed money 
on other objects which ought to have been left severely alone. During the past year the 
committee has had but little money to make a splash with, and has had, in fact, to bear the 
sins of its predecessors and to make good the deficiency which it inherited. It has throughout 
its career been under a cloud, and if under such circumstances it has not made a brilliant 
record it has at least managed to make both ends meet and leaves no deficiency to its 
successor. During the coming year a really efficient committee is urgently needed. A new 
school room is likely to be erected and opened in Victoria-street, and the little battle with the 
Town Lands Trust has to be fought out. Apart, however, from questions of administration it 
occasionally happens that the Wairarapa North and Pahiatua County Committees require to 
work together to secure  the interests of the district as a whole, and a really strong Masterton 
Committee might do good service by leading the other schools. On this occasion, too, for the 
first time, householders throughout the district are enabled to give a deliberation vote instead 
of the old cumulative plumper, and the general result ought to be on the side of improvement. 
28th  April 1891 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS. 
MASTERTOJST SCHOOL. 



The annual-meeting of householders of the Masterton district was held in the Theatre Royal 
last evening, about 200 persons being present, including a number of ladies. The chair was 
occupied by Mr E. Feist.  
Messrs A. Hathaway and J. L. Murray were appointed scrutineers.  
After a little preliminary skirmishing between Messrs Renall, Hogg, Hooper, and the 
Chairman as to the method which should be adopted for dealing with the votes recorded 
during the day, the Chairman stated that he would follow as far as possible the reading of the 
Act and proceeded to remove the names attached to the ballot papers, which occupied about 
half an hour.  
The report and balance-sheet were then read by the Secretary. The Chairman moved the 
adoption of the report. Mr W. Prangnell seconded. 
Mr W. Lowes asked who was responsible for the report, the School Committee or a sub-
Committee. The Chairman stated that the report emanated from the Committee as a whole. 
Mr Lowes then asked how it was the report stated that there was a debit balance at the 
commencement of the year whilst the balance-sheet showed there was a credit balance of 8s 
2d. 
The Chairman replied that that was a matter for the Secretary to explain. 
Mr Lowes then referred to that portion of the report dealing with the grants of the Town 
Lands Trustees. He maintained that the Trust had from the beginning offered the Committee 
monies for specific purposes, and it was only at the end of the year this offer had been taken 
advantage of. He considered that there were serious discrepancies between the report and the 
balance sheet presented. The Committee had treated the Town Lands Trustees most unfairly. 
They should have attested vouchers to show what monies had been received. It was only 
proper that the Trust should see that the monies granted were spent on the specific object for 
which they were voted. It was because the Committee did not state what they wanted the 
money for that they did not get it before the end of the year. There were certain monies 
granted to the Committee which were unaccounted for in the report. He would suggest that 
the report be referred back to the Committee for amendment. He would ask if the Act had 
been complied with in the ballot taken during the day. Papers had been given out 
indiscriminately, and he would ask if this was in accordance with the Act. 
The Chairman stated that the papers were quite in accordance with the Act if attested by a 
Justice of the Peace, a schoolmaster or a postmaster. 
Mr Lowes moved as an amendment to the resolution that the report be referred back to the 
Committee so that it might correspond with the balance-sheet. 
Mr Renall seconded the amendment 
Mr Pragnell asked how a vote was going to be taken in a mixed meeting. 
Mr Lowes stated he was not responsible for the conduct of the meeting. 
The Chairman ruled Mr Prangnell out of order.  
Mr G. Dixon asked if some of the old members of the Committee were not in a position to 
reply to Mr Lowes' queries.  
The Chairman stated he had given a reply which he considered sufficient. 
Mr Marsh: Where is Easthope, he wrote the report ? (Laughter.)  
Mr Easthope then mounted the stage amidst cheers and referred to the action of the Town 
Lands Trustees. He maintained that the funds of the Town Lauds Trustees should be 
administered so that the greatest good would accrue to the greatest number. The funds of the 



Trust should be expended on education. The Masterton school had an endowment, and he 
maintained that they should take the fullest advantage of it.  
Mr Lowes rose to a point of order:  
Mr Easthope : I thought it would fetch him when I made it warm (laughter.)  
The Chairman stated that Mr Easthope was speaking to the amendment. 
Mr Easthope, proceeding, maintained that the school should have received its ordinary grant, 
The Chairman had dragged a bogie before the meeting. The Trust had refused to expend 
money on the school buildings. The school and the money belonged to the people (Cries of 
"No.") This was not a place to bring forward the question of the action of the Trust. When the 
time came for the election of the Trust he would be prepared to challenge what had been 
done. (Cheers).  
Mr Renall stated that Mr Easthope had made a capital speech considering he did not know 
what he was talking about. ('Laughter. ). Mr Easthope : I know as well as you do.  
He (Mr Renall) maintained that the school was the property of the Education Board. He then 
proceeded to refer to the liabilities of the Trust to the town but was interrupted by cries of  
“Chair” He did not think the report submitted was a fair one.  
Mr Daniell stated that in dealing with Mr Lowes they were dealing with a clever and shrewd 
man. Mr Lowes represented the Town Lands Trustees, arid he was getting the little men 
around him to do what he told them? The question was whether the Trustees should dictate to 
the Committee how they should expend their money or expend it themselves. Mr Lowes had 
told him personally that if they wanted eighteen pence to mend a window in the school they 
had to come to him to get it. He did not think this proper.  
Mr Lowes stated that he had replied to Mr Daniell that if they wanted money to mend a 
window or stop a leak they should apply to the Government. That was the proper body. The 
grant this year was only £5 less than last year. (Mr Easthope : Nonsense), He maintained this 
was so. He then referred to the expenditure of the £31 on the cadet fund. (Mr Prangnell: Who 
expended it ? Mr Easthope: Mr Renall and Mr Hogg!) He (the speaker) did not care who 
expended it. If the money wanted had been applied for six months ago it would have been 
received. The Trust was quite prepared to grant money for any purpose other than for the 
repair of Government property. The amendment was then put and declared carried amidst 
applause.  
Messrs Easthope and Daniell challenged The ruling of the Chairman. 
The Chairman stated that he would take the vote on the amendment again. Mr Price objected, 
and the Chairman therefore declared the amendment carried. 
The ballot was then taken, with the result that Messrs E. Feist, C. E. Daniell, W. G. Beard, Z. 
M. Hoar, W. M. Easthope, W. Perry, and J. Williams were declared elected. 
The following are the numbers of the votes recorded:— 
E. Feist 177  
C. E. .Daniell 169  
W. G. Beard 148  
Z. M. Hoar 189  
W. M. Easthope 188  
W. Perry 122  
J. Williams 110  
M. Williams 108  



H. E. Eton 101  
W. Prangnell 94  
E. Burton 77  
S. E. Gapper 76 
 G. W. Woodroofe  68  
W. Blinkhorne 42  
J. W Leahy 31 
The Chairman, and Messrs CE. Daniell and W. M. Easthope returned thanks for the position 
in which they were placed, and a vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the proceedings. 
At a subsequent meeting of the newly-elected Committee, the standing orders of the old 
Committee were adopted, and Mr E, Feist was chosen Chairman for the ensuing year. 
28th April 1891 Tt is estimated that nearly three hundred householders recorded their votes in 
the Masterton School Committee election yesterday. 
It is reported that efforts are to be made to test the validity of the election of the Masterton 
School Committee. 
30th April 1891 The annual meeting of the Masterton School Committee, held on Monday 
evening, was a very lively one, over 200 persons being present. The chair was occupied by 
Mr E. Feist. After the report and balance sheet had been read, Mr W. Lowes addressed the 
meeting, dealing especially with that portion of the report referring to the grants given by the 
Town Lands Trustees, and moved that the report be referred back to the Committee for 
amendment. Messrs Easthope and Renall then spoke, after which Mr Lowes’ motion was put 
and declared carried.  On the ballot being taken, the following seven of the fifteen candidates 
were declared to have been elected ;—E. Feist, 177; C. E. Daniell, 109; W. G. Beard, 143; Z. 
M. Hoar, 139; V. M, Easthope, 133; W. Perry, 122 ; J. Williams, 110. Mr E. Feist was elected 
chairman. 
27th May 1891. Wellington Education Board A vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Hosking 
for presenting a tellurium to the Masterton School. 

2nd June 1891 It is estimated that a sum of about £65 is required to place the Masterton school 
appliances on a proper footing. The Education Board is to be applied to for this amount, In 
our opinion it is about time that this committee made a clean breast of its financial condition. 
A special meeting of the Masterton  School Committee was held in the Central Chambers last 
(Monday) evening, the whole of the members being present. The chair was occupied by Mr 
E. Feist. The financial position of the school was discussed at length, Mr Beard, on behalf of 
the sub-committee, reporting thereon. It was decided to make special application to the 
Education Board and Town Lands Trustees, and that the ordinary meeting of the Committee 
be held on Monday, 29th June, to permit of replies being received from these bodies. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
25th June 1891 The application of the Masterton School Committee for the sum of  £63 for 
repairs has been refused by the Wellington Education Board 
The sum  of £2 7s for alterations to latrines at the Masterton school was granted  
4th July 1891 The Town Lands Trustees have made a grant of £31 to the Masterton School 
Committee to meet liabilities incurred previous to the present Committee taking office. 
6th July 1891 The Masterton School Committee has made its peace with the Town Lands 
Trust by admitting past errors and promising future good behaviour. We venture to say that 



this open confession and absolution is honourable and creditable to both bodies. Two years 
ago Mr Pay ton, observing grave irregularities in the school accounts, called the attention of 
an annual meeting to the omission in the balance sheet which concealed them. Mr Hogg, who 
acted as spokesman for the Committee, did not attempt to explain or defend them, but by 
scurrilous personal abuse bluffed the meeting from enquiring into them. The consequence is 
that a disgraceful muddle which ought to have been put straight two years ago is now being 
rectified. At last there is a School Committee with courage adequate to the task of washing 
this very dirty linen handed down by its unclean predecessor of 1889. 
17th July 1891 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Tbs monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening. Present—
Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), Daniell, Perry, Hoar. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a 
credit balance at the bank of £ls 18s. The assets were £41 and the liabilities £41 10s 9d. The 
Chairman stated that the deputation to the Town Lands Trustees had been favorably received. 
A grant of £31 was made, and the Trustees promised to take into consideration the 
advisability of making a further grant. He considered this very satisfactory. 
CORRESPONDENCE. From the Masterton Town Lands Trustees, forwarding resolutions 
passed at last meeting.— On the motion of Mr Daniell, seconded by Mr Perry, it was 
resolved that the Committee express its appreciation of the manner in which the late 
deputation was received, and thank the Trust for the grant made. ACCOUNTS. The following 
accounts were passed for payment:—J. Payton and Co., £2 4s ; J. J. Smith, £1 10s 6d; M. 
Caselberg and Co., £1 5s 3d. GENERAL. Mr Hoar reported that the pump at the infant school 
had gone wrong. The matter was left with the visiting member. The Chairman was appointed 
visiting member for the month and the meeting adjourned. 
5th August 1891 Masterton Public School. (To the Editor.) Sir,—Will you kindly insert the 
following observations in your valuable paper, for the benefit of these whom it may concern. 
I have for some time past, heard various complaints from parents and others, of the way 
children attending the Masterton public school are sent outside, in all. weathers, instead of 
being allowed to remain in a warm room, as they were perfectly privileged to do. After 
hearing the children were all turned out at the dinner hour, on such a day as last Friday (Gap 
in paper) …. Several parents signified their intentions  of keeping their children at home in 
wet weather unless some alteration is made, as they consider the health of their children of 
the first importance, in the case of delicate children. Teachers ought to be allowed the option 
of keeping them in the school during stormy weather, l am, etc, Sympathy. 
6th August 1891 With reference to a letter which appeared in our columns with respect to the 
Masterton school, we learn from an authoritative source that children are allowed to remain 
in school on wet days during the mid-day interval. There appears to have been some 
misapprehension on this point, and it is as well that public attention has been drawn to it so 
that parents and children may understand that a privilege obviously essential to health is 
accorded 
8th August 1891 Town Land Trustees The Masterton School Committee wrote, 
acknowledging receipt of the grant by the Trust. 
15th August 1891 The Masterton school cadets were inspected on Thursday afternoon by 
Major Newall, who expressed the opinion that, attired in uniform, the corps would give a 
creditable account of itself in the drill hall. 



21st August 1891 Several interesting topics came up for discussion at the Masterton School 
Committee meeting last night. Attention was very properly drawn to the dilatory manner in 
which the Education Board is dealing with the second school question, and we cannot help 
thinking that the local representatives of this district on that body have been supine over this 
matter, A sensible protest was also made against the silly holidays granted by the Board, 
which again suggests that the interests of country schools are not properly represented. A 
third question was one of corporal punishment. On this the committee came to a right 
conclusion, As a rule it is not the few formal corrections inflicted by ahead master which are 
open to objection, it is rather the many informal cuffs and blows of hasty tempered 
subordinate teachers. 
21st August 1891  The annual drawing examination taken place at the Masterton School on 
Wednesday, September 2nd. The annual drawing examination taken place at the Masterton 
School on Wednesday, September 2nd. The annual examination of the Masterton School 
takes place in about five weeks' time. 
21st August 1891 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Central Chambers last (Thursday) evening, there being present Messrs J Feist (chairman), W. 
G. Beard, C. E. Daniell, W. Perry, Z. M. Hoar, and W. M. Easthope. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a debit balance of Is 3d. 
The Education Board wrote, forwarding £2 as rent for the Theatre Royal, and £20 as 
capitation to the end of June.  
ARBOR DAY. A circular was received from the Education Board, requesting the Committee 
to set aside one day in the year as an Arbor Day. The matter was left over for future 
consideration.  
TEACHER'S REPORT. The head teacher reported the number of children on the roll to be 
608, the average attendance 490, and the percentage of attendances 81. A few repairs were 
required to the school buildings. The visiting member was authorised to undertake the 
necessary repairs. Miss Keeling reported the number of names on the roll as 101, and the 
average attendance 87.  
ABSENTEES. The Secretary reported that a number of children had been irregular in their 
attendance. 
Instructions were given to the Secretary to send notices to the parents of the children who had 
been absent. 
Mr Easthope asked if there was any report from the Truant Officer as to the children who did 
not attend school at all. 
The Chairman: I cannot say. The Secretary stated that no notice had been sent to Sergeant 
Hannan with regard to truants. It was decided to request the Inspector of Police to instruct the 
police in Masterton to act as Truant Officers.  
DRAWING EXAMINATION. The Chairman and Messrs Hoar, Perry and Daniell were 
authorised to supervise the drawing examination to be held on September 2nd.  
SECOND SCHOOL. Mr Easthope said he would like to hear something about the building of 
the second school. A letter received from the Education Board on the subject was read. It was 
resolved that the Board be requested to inform the Committee when it will be in a position to 
make a grant for the second school. 



HOLIDAYS. Mr Easthope called attention to the fact that two holidays had been granted this 
year to the children attending the Masterton school in honour of events which had transpired 
in Wellington.  
The Chairman : Do you refer to the opening of the Education Board Offices ?  
Mr Easthope : 1 plead guilty, sir. I do not think it is proper.  
The Chairman did not think the Committee had a right to take exception to the holidays 
proclaimed by the Education Board.  
Mr Easthope moved that before the Education Board grants further holidays the local 
Committee be consulted.  
Mr Beard seconded, pro forma, but expressed the opinion that no exception should be taken 
to the granting of of a holiday on such an occasion as the opening of the Education offices. 
Mr Daniell thought some protest should be entered against the granting of holidays for such 
an event as the Wellington Agricultural Show. The Committee should express an opinion on 
the subject.  
Mr Jackson, who was present, stated that he would rather that there were no holidays. They 
were compelled, however, to recognise certain days. After some further discussion the 
motion was put and declared lost.  
PUNISHMENT OF SCHOLARS. A letter was read from Mrs E. Selby to the headmaster, in 
which complaints were made of the severe chastisement of her son Harry, for a trivial 
offence, in the presence of an elder brother. 
A communication from Mr Selby on the same subject was read. The reply of Mr Jackson to 
Mrs Selby's communication was also read in which it was stated that the charges made were 
absolutely without foundation. The boy had been thrashed for wilful destruction of his book 
and insubordination. The elder brother had not been brought into the room to witness the 
thrashing. 
The two teachers who were in the room at the time the punishment was administered, wrote, 
stating that they did not consider the thrashing too severe. 
The book which had been destroyed by the boy, and for which offence the punishment was 
administered, was here placed before the Committee, and the headmaster explained the 
circumstances of the case. The whipping he had administered was not by any means too 
severe. He had no ill-feeling whatever towards the family of Mr Selby, although the child 
was very hard to manage.  
The Chairman said this was one of the most disagreeable matters which had come before the 
Committee since he had been a member. He thought, however, a proper course had been 
adopted in having the whole thing ventilated. 
Mr Selby, who was present, said he had been invited to attend the meeting. He pleaded guilty 
on behalf of his boy to the damage done to the book. His boy had, however, been 
unmercifully whipped, and bis brother had been called in to witness the beating. The bruises 
were on the boy's body a fortnight after he was whipped. This was the first occasion he had 
listened to bis boys, but the news had been brought by other boys. He was sorry to have to 
bring the matter before the Committee, but it was only on account of the elder boy being 
called into the room to witness the thrashing he did so.  
Mr Daniell: What redress does Mr Selby wish?  



Mr Selby: I only desire that the boy be not thrashed so severely in the future. J$ the head 
teacher cannot manage him I would like him expelled. Mr Daniell: Do you think, Mr Selby, 
the boy was unduly punished ?  
Mr Selby: I do.  
Mr Beard: What is his age ?  
Mr Selby: I think he is nine in December. 
Mr Beard: How many strokes did 
Mr Jackson: I not say, he would not get more than a dozen.  
Mr Perry: And there are two marks left.  
Mr Selby: Fourteen days after.  
Mr Perry: But he might have been whipped in the meantime. Mr Beard said his opinion was 
that a mountain was made out of a mole hill. Mr Selby had not complained that the boy had 
been wrongly whipped, but he had been whipped too much. He thought it only right that a 
schoolmaster should have sufficient authority to maintain discipline in the school. It was the 
duty of the Committee to uphold the master in cases such as the present. Personally, he 
approved of the action of Mr Jackson. He would propose, " That with regard to the complaint 
against the headmaster of thrashing Harry Selby, this Committee, having heard the statements 
of Mr Selby and the headmaster, and heard the corn respondence, uphold the action of the 
headmaster." Mr Daniel! seconded the resolution. If he was in the place of Mr Selby he 
would feel that the boy had been severely whipped but would conclude that the punishment 
was justified. He felt it his duty to support the head master. 
Mr Easthope said he had adopted the plan with his children that if they came home and 
complained of being whipped, he administered an additional whipping himself. At the same 
time, he did not think Mr Jackson had written a proper letter to Mrs Selby,  
The Chairman said he entirely sympathised with the resolution. It was a very difficult matter 
for a man in Mr Jackson's position to maintain discipline. He thought that under the 
circumstances Mr Jackson was fully justified in the punishment he administered. 
The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 
FINANCES. It was decided to write to the Town Lands Trustees, requesting the 
consideration of the application for a grant. Accounts amounting to £18 18s 8d were passed 
for payment when funds permit. The meeting then adjourned. 
26th AUGUST 1891 It was decided that the applications of the  committees at Masterton and 
Makakahi, for the erection of an infant school at the former place, and the erection of a 
school on the proper site at the latter place, could not be complied with until the Board had 
ascertained the amount they would receive this year for building purposes. 
3rd September 1891 The  drawing for the annual examination took place at the Masterton 
school yesterday. Over two hundred papers in freehand, scale, geometry and model drawing 
were worked by one hundred and fifty children. The examination began at ten and lasted till 
four o'clock, the supervisors being Messrs. E. Feist and Z. M. Hoar. 
5th September 1891 Town Lands Trustees An application was made by the Masterton School 
Committee for a grant of £27 18s for cleaning and removing nightsoil. A detailed statement 
of the works required was submitted. The Chairman said it was difficult to discover what the 
School Committee really wanted. Personally, he was puzzled. The Committee had given 
them a gentle hint that they wanted £6D, and now they came upon them with a further request 
for £27 18s. 



Mr. Gapper said he believed the original application had been withdrawn. 
The Chairman: Then we will put aside all previous applications and consider the one of 
September 3rd. It is for the Trust to decide whether it will grant the amount applied for or 
make an annual grant. Mr. Eton thought they should make a determined stand and allow the 
Committee so much a year. The Committee had discovered in the nightsoil and cleaning 
application a new way of getting money. Mr. Gapper asked if it was not possible to make 
their grants en a pro rata basis. The Chairman and Mr. Renall did not think this practicable. 
Mr. Eton: If we make these grants to the Committee, where is the capitation spent ? The 
Chairman : The capitation is altogether insufficient for the requirements. 
Mr Perry considered they should have some statements of the requirements of the schools and 
make their grants annually. The Chairman stated that the difficulty with the schools had 
arisen over the Trust requiring a schedule of the monies spent. Mr Eton : There is no doubt in 
my mind that there are men on the Committee who have very extravagant notions. We should 
meet them with a firm hand. 
The Chairman moved that the Clerk write to the School Committee, requesting an application 
for the full grant required for the year. Mr Eton seconded.—Carried. 
18th September 1891 Some ministers of religion have asked permission from the Masterton 
School Committee to give an extra half hour's instruction to the children attending the school. 
There is some natural objection to the proposal on the part of the headmaster, viz., that if the 
minds of the children are occupied with a special subject of this kind, they will be apt to give 
less attention to the ordinary studies of their classes, and the result of the annual competitive 
examination will be less brilliant. There is perhaps, too, an objection on the part of parents, 
viz., that children already spend a sufficient number of hours in attending school, and in 
travelling to and from it, and an increase of even one half hour is likely to be regarded as a 
grievance. These are the main arguments against their  proposal, while in its favor it may be 
urged that under our purely secular system of education children are profane, vulgar, and 
slangy, possessing little or no reverence for man or mortal. They may pass a brilliant 
examination in their standards, but if they learnt only half what they acquire in book 
knowledge, and twice as much as they pick up in good manners, parents would be apt to say,  
' thank God" There is a bad tone about the New Zealand school boy which ought to be 
tempered at any cost or any sacrifice, and we are glad to see that Ministers of religion 
recognise that there is a mission work to be dons amongst the foul-tongued boys of our public 
school. 
18th September 1891 The monthly meeting of the Commissioners of the Masterton school 
was held last evening, there being present, Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), C. E. Daniel], W. 
Perry, J. Williams, W. M. Easthope, and W. G. Beard. The Treasurer reported a credit 
balance at date of 12s 9d. A communication was received from the Education Board, stating 
that the grant for buildings had not yet been made by Parliament, but the application for a 
grant for the infant school would be considered as soon as they knew what amount for 
buildings was available. 
The Board also wrote, stating that the police officers had been instructed to act as truant 
officers. A letter was read from the Town Lands Trustees with reference to the annual grant, 
requesting a statement of the full amount required by the Committee. The Chairman 
explained the position taken up by the Committee with reference to the application to the 
Trust for grants The Secretary was instructed to write to the Trust, pointing out that 



Applications had already been made for the sums required. teacher's report The head teacher 
reported the number of names on the roll to be 603, the average attendance 501, and the 
percentage of Attendance 82. The attendance during the month had been affected owing to 
the prevalence of colds. Miss Keeling reported that at the infant school there were 105 names 
on the roll. The highest attendance was 93, the West 61, and the average 85. A new lock was 
required for the desk in the school. The visiting member was instructed to put on a new lock 
as requested.  
SCRIPTURAL LESSONS. The Rev. K.-Wood waited on the Committee and, representing 
his own as well as the Anglican and Wesleyan Churches, requested the use of the main 
school for half an hour one afternoon a week for the imparting of Scriptural knowledge. It 
was not a new thing in the Colony for these concessions to be made. They only asked that 
half an hour a week be conceded for Scriptural lessons, . The question of denominationalism 
Would not be introduced. They did not intend to teach from catechisms but would give 
lessons from the book of Proverbs and such like. The Revs. Dukes, Paige and himself would 
be responsible for the imparting of the instruction. He would ask that his request be five full 
consideration. Mr Beard: Do you propose that the teachers assist you ? The Rev. Wool : No, 
Sir. We would undertake to give the instruction. The teachers could voluntarily assist if they 
wished. The religious element has not been eliminated from some schools down south. Io 
teach children an additional half hour would be sure to result in a failure. We therefore ask 
for a concession of half an hour. 
The Chairman: The Act requires that five hours in each day shall be devoted to secular 
education. The Rev. Wood: I have then misread the Act, I thought that it was four hours. 
Mr Beard : Would you propose to make it compulsory for the children to attend between the 
hours of 9 and 9.30, supposing you were to give your instruction at that time. 
The Rev. Wood : Not exactly. It would be monstrous in any way to make it compulsory. The 
Chairman explained that Mr Jackson considered the proposal impracticable. Mr Jackson: The 
Act requires that we shall give five hours' secular instruction. 
Mr Beard asked it' it would not be feasible for the various denominations to arrange to give 
their instruction on Saturdays. The Rev. Wool replied that he did not think" this would be 
convenient for Ministers. He would, however, have to consult his brother Ministers on this 
point. Mr Jackson stated that scriptural lessons had been given after school hours at Mount 
Cook School in Wellington. 
The Chairman said he was favourably disposed to the proposal. He thought, however, they 
should give the matter full consideration. 
Mr Williams: Would the religious instructions be confined alone  to the Ministers of the three 
Churches named For instance, would there be any objection to the Salvation Army 
cooperating? The Rev. Wood said he was willing that the Roman Catholic Church should 
have a say in the matter. The ministrations of the Salvation Army were, however, peripatetic, 
Mr Beard thought they should only consider the application before them. Mr Easthope : 
When do you propose beginning, Mr Wood ? The Rev, Wood: We expected that you would 
give us your reply by the next meeting, We have no time fixed. Mr Jackson said he would be 
glad to assist anything tending in the direction of moral education. He would not, however, 
favour any additional task being placed upon the children. For instance, he would not care for 
the children to be given long religious lessons so that their memories would be taxed. Mr 
Beard did not think it fair to add on to the time of the school staff. Mr Jackson intimated that 



he was not prepared to relinquish the responsibility during school hours. The Chairman said 
the Act provided that the Ministers should be responsible. 
Mr Daniell: All we can do is to give permission for the use of the school. 
Mr Easthope said that whilst they could not compel the school staff to assist, they could not 
prevent them from doing 80. The Chairman moved, "That the request of the deputation that 
the use of the school be granted for half an hour outside the school hours for the imparting of 
religious instruction be accede, Mr Easthope seconded. 
Mr Beard suggested that the matter be held over till next meeting to allow of its receiving full 
consideration. The Chairman was prepared to hold the matter over. After further discussion it 
was decided to reserve decision till next meeting, ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were 
passed for payment when funds permit:— L. Nicholson, 6s 6d; W. Prangnell, £1 10s. 
TRUANTS, Some discussion took place on the question of certain children absenting 
themselves from school, but no action was taken. VISITING HEMBER. Mr Perry was 
appointed visiting member for the month, and the meeting then adjourned,  
3rd October 1891 The following resolution was passed at the meeting of the Masterton Town 
Lands Trustees last evening:—"That a grant of £60, in two equal instalments of £30 each, be 
made to the Masterton School Committee for the ordinary requirements, such requirements 
not to include repairs to school buildings, sheds, or any * other property oi the Education 
Board, and that the funds of the Trust will not permit of any further grant during the current 
year 
3rd October 1891 Town Lands Trustees SCHOOL OF DESIGN. •Mr A. D. Riley, Director of 
the School of Design, wrote, stating that the Committee was not prepared to purchase the 
Masterton school plant. The property of the Committee would, however, be removed to the 
central school. The Chairman said it would be better to vest the apparatus of the School of 
Design in the headmaster of the public school. If the school was resuscitated it could again be 
applied to that purpose. On the motion of fie Chairman, seconded by Mr Gapper, it was 
decided that the apparatus be vested in Mr Jackson. 
It was resolved So ask Mr Riley to remove any portion of the plant belonging to the 
Education Department. 
3rd October 1891 MASTERTON SCHOOL. The Secretary of the Masterton School 
Committee wrote, stating that the full amount required for the school was £123, and 
requesting that the application for this amount be favorably considered. Mr Gapper pointed 
out that a proper statement had not before been forwarded by the Committee. 
The Chairman recommended the Trust to absolutely refuse to make any grant towards 
flooring or repairing the school. Mr Gapper : If this has been the decision of the Trust before 
1 shall certainly support it. 
The Chairman: I move that we give the Committee £60, in two instalments of £30  each, for 
the ordinary requirements of the school, such requirements not to include repairs to school 
buildings, or any other property of the Education Board, and that the funds of the Trust will 
not permit of any further grant during the current year. Mr Gapper seconded.—Carried 
16th October 1891 In the course of a discussion on the truant question at the meeting n t the 
Masterton School Committee last evening, Mr Darnell stated that he had been surprised to 
find last week a boy fourteen year of age, whose parents were m constant work in the town, 
unable to read or write. 



The Masterton School Committee decided at its meeting last night to inform the Education 
Board that application has been made by the clergymen of Masterton to be allowed to give 
religious instruction in the public school for half an hour a week and ask if the committee has 
power to grant the request.  
The examination of the Masterton public school by Mr Inspector Lee commences on Monday 
next 
16th October 1891 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held Inst 
evening. Present—Messrs Feist (Chairman), Easthope,  Hoar, Williams, Perry and Daniell. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported the 
receipt of £2 from Miss Keeling for sale of requisites, and a bank credit balance of 7s 9d. 
The Education Board wrote, explaining that they had not yet received from the Government 
the amount of the building grant, and could not therefore proceed with the erection of the 
infant school. —Received. 
The Secretary of the Masterton Town Lands Trustees wrote, stating that a grant of £60  had 
been made, but that the funds of the Trust would not permit of any further grant this year.—
The Chairman said he considered this satisfactory, and the Secretary was instructed to make 
application for the first instalment. 
The Secretary of the Masterton Town Lands Trustees wrote stating that the furniture of the 
School of Design had been handed over to the head master. 
A communication was received from the Rev. K. Wood with references to the imparting of 
Bible knowledge in the schools. The Chairman said he had consulted Mr Beard on the 
question of reading the Bible in the school, and they had concluded that it was not desirable 
to interfere with the present school hours. They would be glad to accede to the request of 
ministers on condition that the Bible instruction was given after hour? 
The headmaster stated that by the regulations of the Education Board five hours' secular 
instruction had to be given. Mr Easthope pointed out that in other places greater concessions 
than that asked for by the ministers o Masterton had been made. He would move that the 
Education Board be asked if they are being willing, provided that the Committee and 
headmaster are agreeable, to grant half an hour per week from the school hours for the 
imparting of religious instruction. Mr Daniell seconded. 
The headmaster said that if they gave half an hour's religious instruction they would have to 
drop some extra subject such as singing or drawing. Mr Williams looked upon the matter in a 
broad light. He thought the question would affect the whole of the schools in the colony. It 
was an attempt, to his mind, to override the education system of the colony. He thought if 
religious instruction was to be given it should be regulated by the State. He considered the 
Committee would be thoroughly exceeding their I duties in acceding to the request of the 
Rev. Wood. The Committee had not the power to make the change.' He would not like to stir 
up religious strife between the various sects in the town, and he could not therefore support 
the granting of the request. The Chairman pointed out that the instruction would be 
unsectarian. 
Mr  Easthope said they were not asked to give permission for the teaching  of any particular 
religious principle. What they were asked to do was to give permission for the teaching of 
Christian morals by the various Ministers. He could see no objection to this, Mr Daniell said 
if the matter would result in denominationalism none would more bitterly oppose it than 



himself. If they started sectarianism it would do more harm than good. At the same time he 
had he objection to the resolution. 
Mr Perry asked if they could not give np the school for half a day to the Ministers. 
The Chairman : That is not asked for. 
Mr Daniell suggested that what was required was the school discipline. The Chairman 
pointed out that it would be quite optional whether the children remained for the religious 
instruction. 
The headmaster stated that the very children who would require the religious instruction 
would be these who would not remain. 
Mr Easthope: I cannot help thinking that the Education Board should draw up a series of 
lessons. The headmaster: It may not be generally known that Christian morals are now taught 
in the schools, 
After further discussion it was resolved that the Education Board be informed that application 
had been made by three clergymen of Masterton to be allowed to give religious instruction 
for half an hour a week and be asked if the Committee has power to grant the request. 
teacher’s report. 
The head teacher reported the number on the roll to be 613, the average attendance 527, and 
the percentage of attendances 86. The percentage of attendances was higher this year than 
last. The annual examination would take place on Monday next. He had received from the 
Town Lands Trustees some scientific apparatus. He drew attention to the fact that the broom 
in the paddock adjoining the school was spreading on to school property. It was decided to 
point out to the Town Lands Trustees that the broom was becoming a nuisance. 
HARMONIUM. The Chairman was authorised to ascertain what would be the cost of 
repairing the harmonium in the main school.  
Accounts amounting to £19 11s Id were passed tor payment when funds would permit. 
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported 103 names on the roll of the infant school, and 
the average attendance for the month 80, She had ascertained that dumbells  could be 
purchased for 17s 10d and suggested that they be procured, It was resolved that  thirty pairs 
of dumbells be procured. TRUANTS. The Truant Officer (Sergeant Hannan) sent in 
duplicates of families served with truant notices. The headmaster stated that nearly the whole 
of the children whose parents had been served with notices were now attending school. For 
two cases it was resolved to enforce the law. by issuing summonses. VISITING MEMBER. 
Mr -J. Williams was appointed visiting member for the month and the meeting adjourned. 
23rd October 1891 SCHOOL EXAMINATION. 
Masterton School. 
The result of the examination of the Masterton School so far has been very satisfactory, 
hardly a failure being recorded. Standards IV, VI and VII are still under examination. In the 
other Standards the following children have passed:—  
Standard I.—Boys : Robert Adams, John Alexander, Charles Ayson, Arthur Beere, James 
Braggins, Hadlow Chisholm, Robert Carpenter, Frederick Cole, Oscar Dixon, Frederick 
D'Arcy, Ben Exell, William Easthope, John Elly, Percy Frazi, Oscar Holmes, Robert Hunter, 
Arthur Harford, William Heggie, Frederick Heyhoe, Thomas Kilminster, Alexander 
McKenzie, James Cormack, Charles Neary, Stephen Neary, Leonard Nicol, Hugh Perry, 
Hugh Richards, Edward Richards, Sidney Smith, Thomas Wishart, Clarence Williams, 
Ivanhoe Winteringham, Harold York, Leonard Young.—  



Girls : Harriet Allen, Eva Bates, Era Beere, Annie Bartlett, Annie Bernard, Eliza Butcher, 
Lily Byford, Flora Crawford, May Chamberlain, Winnie Daniell, Lena Dixon, May Dickson, 
Laura Eves, Maud Grantham, Marion George, Ella Harvey, Dorcas Ingram, Nellie Jenkins, 
Gertrude King, Emily Langley, Esther Lyons, Elfrida Mackay, Claudia Mackay, May 
McKenzie, Phyllis McKenzie, Sereta McKenzie, Nellie Percy, Maud Ransome, Kathleen 
Robins, Margaret Reilly.  
Standard ll.—Boys : Alpass Wilton, Alfred Bradford, Ernest Battes, Harold Brown, George 
Bennington, Henry Billington, Reginald Boddington, Henry Byrne, George Battler, John 
Cade. Herbert Cross, Mark Caselberg, Joseph Carpenter, William Dickson. Henry Dixon, 
Harley Donald, Tom Flaws, Arthur Greathead, Guy Girdleson, James Harvey, Alex Jolly, 
James Kingdom, Joseph Lyons, James LaRoche, Daniel McCarthy, Harold Macintosh, Ivan 
O'Connor, John Peacock, George Payne, Frank Pearn, Arthur Bobbins, Alex Robertson, 
Henry Rooks, Grenville Rutherford, Ernest Shute, Harry Selby, James Sellar, Robert 
Spackman, Rupert Spackman, Frederick Themsen, Charles Vallance, Con Vallance, Horace 
Walker, Fred Williams, Arthur Woodham, James Young.— 
Girls: Margaret Bennington, Emily Billington, Bessie Bradford, Phoebe Butler, Annie Cave, 
Florence Creswell, Annie Christensen, Maud Cartwright, Meta Dixon, Helen Exell, Clara 
Elley, Fanny Gjrdwood, Nellie  Graham, Florence Harris, Maud Hall, Ruth Henry, Nellie 
Hogg, Maud Holm wood, Nellie Hayes, Evelyn Haskall, Lena Iorns, Emily Marsh, Emily 
Mitchell, Annie ; Mitchell, May Martin, Lily Ockenden, Ida Perry, Hannah Peacock, Amy 
Pickering, Edith Peterson, Maggie Robertson, May Reynolds, Fannie Smith, Rosy Smith, 
Kathleen Smith, Annie Shaw, Ada Stone, Minnie Sablofski, Minnie Seymour, Lily Tayler, 
Ella Truscott, Rosa Waite, Mary Williams, Georgina Williams, Minnie Walton, Alice 
Wrigley, Edith Welch. 
Standard III, passes.—Edward Amore, Robert Andrew, George Allen, Charles Braggins, 
Albert Butcher, Murray Cameron, William Carswell, Herbert Carey, Alex. Cooper, Herbert 
Dixon, Albert Dixon, Eugene Dixon, John Easthope, Fred Elkins, Tweedale Fielding, George 
Galloway, Guy Green, Karl Hausmann, Robert Hausmann, Harry Harris, Axil Holmes, 
William Hopwood, Jasper Ingram, Kenmore Johnstone, Robert Johnstone, Ernest Jones, 
James Jones, Joseph Langley, Richard Nicholls, Frank O'Connor, Percy Payne, Charles 
Presswood, Alexander Ross, William Robins, Frank Rooks, Bertie Richards, George Selby, 
William Smith, Fred Smith, Wilfred Shute, Louis Shepherd, Duncan Wilton, George West, 
Harry West, Frank West, Richard Young, Ernest Fannin.  
Standard III Girls —Edith Adams, Ethel Byford, Alice Broadbent, Lebanna Bernard, Maud 
Carter, Ethel Cross, Elizabeth Chamberlain, Phillis Carswell, Mary Donald Lottie Dixon, 
Stella Dixon, Jessie Downes, Kate Easthope, Fanny Elkins, Harriet Fran, Agnes Girdwood, 
Hettie Gillespie, Elizabeth Heggie, Mary Iorns, Olive Jago, Maggie Kingdon, Ethel King, 
Annie Lett, Mary Ann Lee, Edith Maxsted, Maggie McKenzie, Kate McCarthy, Jessie 
Mackay, Effie Muir, Sarah Ottaway, Nellie Pinkerton, Rose Parker, Alice Payton, Olive 
Richardson, Annie Stone, Pearl Schroder, Gertrude Sablofski, Alice Scadden, Emily Sewell, 
Nellie Sewell, Althea Smith, Edith Warner, Ethel Wilton, Amy Williams.  
Standard V.— Boys : Ben Broom, Herbert Byford, Robert Cameron, Thomas Cullen, Peter 
Cooper, Vivian Donald, Arthur Elkins, Robert Ewington, Lawrence Freeth, Arthur Gunther, 
Frank Henry, Thomas Hopwood, Lewis Holmes, Fred Jago, Walter Jago, William Mason, 
Percy Moore, Ernest Presswood, Thomas Parker, Henry Reynolds, Robert Smith, Harry 



Warner, Alfred Weavers, Norman Williams, Leonard Webb, Arthur Wise, John Collins.—
Girls ; Elizabeth Allen, Violet Boddington, Alexandra Brown, Jane Bennington, Nelly 
Donald, Vera Dixon, Agnes Easthope, Maggie Elkins, Jessie Finlayson, Lily Girdwood, 
Nelly Harvey, Sarah Iorns, Jane Jolly, Clara Johnston, Rosina Langley, Rose Ockenden, 
Daisy Pinkerton, Blanche Perry, Mary Shaw, Ellen Smith, Louisa Truscott, Eliza Wallis, 
Amy Yates, 
24th October 1891 SCHOOL EXAMINATION. 
Masterton  school 
The following additional results attending the examination of the Masterton School have been 
forwarded to us for publication by Mr Jackson, the head master: 
Standard I. (Omitted) : Amy Russell, Eva Shepherd, Hazel Smith, Maggie Smith, Ethel 
Tricker, Elizabeth Wallis, Emma Webb, Annie Wellington, Lily Wellington.  
Standard IV.—Boys: H, Adams, V. Andrews, J. Alpass, W. Ayson, F. Bernard, H. 
Boddington, G. Blane, W. Brunton, A. Baker, S. Bunting, A. Butement, F. Christensen, G. 
Cullen, S. Davis, W. Dixon, H. Green, P, Harcombe, C. Holdaway, B. Holmwood, W. Hogg, 
R. Hewitt, W. Jackson, E. Jenkins, R. Johnstone, S. Langton, A. Langton, E. Mackay, Marsh, 
W. McGregor, D. Mcintosh, W. Mitchell, W. Percy, C. Parker, E. Price, H. Reynolds, E. 
Richards, H. Russell, W. Roberts, G. Sellar, J. Shaw, F. Spackman, J. Smith, W. Tom, J.  
Tinsley, A. Themsen, G. Watson, A. Walton, R. Weaver, L. Williams, T. Williams, H. 
Wilton, W. Wragg, W. Winter, R. Ward, A. Webb, A. Wickens, A. Wellington, W. York. 
Girls.—Louisa Ahtoy, Ruth Burton, Lucy Beere, Ada Carey, Mary Ann Cade, Elsie Dixon, 
Ethel D'Arcy, Nellie Daniell, Jessie Douglas, Ellen Gillespie, Florence Harford. Jessie Hogg, 
Edith King, Mabel King, Lucy McSorley, Annie McPhee, Lily McKenzie, Amelia Nicholls, 
Eva Ockenden, Annie Peterson, Agnes Robins, Elizabeth Ross, Annie Smith, Rose 
Spackman, Edith Shepherd, Emily Truscott, Louisa Hall, Ellen Lett, Jane Roys, Kate Pickett, 
Edith Heggie, Annie McColl, Kate Williams, Amy Haskell, Lily Haskell, Mary Shute, 
Florence Sutton, Mary Ann La Roche, Mary Tom. 
Standard Vl.—Boys—John Betty, Fred Daniell, James Finlayson, Samuel Girdwood, Hubert 
Girdlestone, John Girdlestone, Fred Harcombe, James Johnstone, Balfour Kean, Samuel 
Kingdon, John Lett, Fred Petersen, Hugh Walker, Hart Wellington, Percy Wilton.— 
Girls. —Emily Andrews, Mary Burton, Florence Boddington, Minnie Cameron, Maggie 
Ingram, Dora King, Annie Ross, Ada Robins, Annie Truscott, Hettie Williams, Florence 
Wrigley.  
Standard Seven.— Boys. — Geo. Barron, Charles Cross, William Johnston, Malcolm 
McIntosh, Edward Payton, John Rooks, Arthur Sutton, William Sutton, Fred Wm. Waite, 
Heathcote Waite, Henry Wallis.—  
Girls.— Nellie Arnold, Bessie Daniell, Harriet Harvey, Kate Mackay, Gwendolyne Powell. 
28th October 1891 An application was received at the meeting of the Education Board 
yesterday from the Masterton School Committee for permission to allow religious teaching in 
the school. The Board decided, as they had no power to comply with the request, that they 
would have to refuse it 
13th November 1891 Forty scholars at the Masterton school passed in freehand drawing at the 
recent examination, fifty-three in geometry, twenty-one in scale drawing, and one in 
modelling 



20th November 1891 The attendance at the  Masterton Infants' School has been seriously 
affected of late by the prevalence of influenza. The Masterton School Committee has 
resolved to request the  Education Board to import school books and retail to the committees 
at cost price. 
20th November 1891 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
(Thursday) evening, there being present Messrs E. Feist (Chairman). J. Williams, Z. M. Hoar, 
C. E. Daniell and W. M. Easthope. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £te 2s 6d. 
The Education Board wrote, stating that no power could be given to ministers to impart 
religious instruction during school hours.—The Secretary was instructed to inform the Riv R. 
Wood of the reply received from the Boaid. 
Tbe resignation of Mr J. Symep as school cleaner was received.—lt was resolved that Mr 
Symes be requested to continue cleaning at £2 12a per month, an increase of 8s per month on 
his tender price. An application was received from Mr S. Bartlett for the use of the school site 
in Victoria-street until the school was erected, at a rental of five shillings per month.—On the 
motion of Mr Easthope it was decided to ask the permission of the Board to rent the land for 
grazing purposes. The head teacher reported the number of children on the roll as 606, the 
average attendance 534, and the percentage of attendances 88. The attendance at the school 
had not been satisfactory since the examination. This was to be regretted, as children 
absenting themselves lost the foundation of the general instruction. The ur.nunl examination 
had been held by Inspectors Lee and Fleming, and the results of the drawmg examination had 
been received. 
Miss Keeling reported that there had been a great deal of sickness at the infant school during 
the past month, which had affected the attendance, the average atiendan.ee , being 75. There 
were 100 names on the roll. The following acpounts were passed for paymont:—Smith Bros., 
(dumbells, 19s; M- Oaselberg Co., £\ 6s Id; J. Charlton (repairing organ), £2 10a. 
Mr Easthope said he understood there had been a general change in the books at the sobool. 
He would like to know who authorised this change ? Mr Jackson stated that the change was 
made by tke Education Board. Mr Easthope considered the Committee should have been 
consulted in this matter. The Committee had been treated with the greatest dis courtesy, 
jersonajly' he did not think the change was desirable. He would like to point out that his 
children had come to him and demanded l'2s Bd, and stated if they did not get the books they 
would be cane!, 
The Chairman thought this matter should be cleared tip. 
Mr Jackson stated that the children had never been threatened with caning by his authority. 
He would like to know one of his staff who had held out such a threat. 
Mi" Easthope replied that numbers of children had made the same demand to their parents as 
his had. There appeared to I'nui to be something wrong in the whole system. The nrjg'e jfor 
the books was also jenprmoujj. 
Mr Daniall favored a variety in ecbppl bppks, although he thought the ppiflisa sbguld b§ye 
De en more moderate. 
The Chairman requested %U Easthope to put his complaint in the form of a resolution. 
Mr Easthope then moved that tb§ Education Board be requested to import its school books, 
and sell them to Committees at cost price. Mr Williams seconded. 



Mr Easthope : I know one man who had to put his hand in his pocket for two days  wages to 
provide his children with books.  
Mr Jackson : That shows the number of children he had. : 
The resolution was then put and carried and Mr Beard having been appoint* J visiting 
member, the meeting adjourned. 
26th November 1891 The erection of the second school in Masterton is to be proceeded with 
during the present summer 
27th It is very gratifying to find that the Masterton School Committee is once more in touch 
with the Education Board, and that its representations are receiving that consideration which 
they formerly lost owing to the bullying and bouncing tone which was once adopted by its 
predecessor. The assurance recently given that the second school will be erected in the course 
of the summer, and that action will be taken in the question of school books, will be 
appreciated here. But for the obstructive tactics of Mr Alexander Hogg the second school 
would have absolutely been built more than three years ago. Now, fortunately, that ardent 
educational humbug is powerless to do mischief in school matters 
28th November 1891 We are informed that the young lady who took first prize for writing at 
the late show of the Masterton Horticultural and Industrial Society is a pupil of Miss Watson, 
and it can therefore hardly be said that the " specimens of writing shown reflected great credit 
upon the teachers of the Masterton School." 
17TH Dec 1891 A special house allowance of £10 has been granted by the Wellington 
Education Board to Mr W. H. Jackson, head master of the Masterton school. 

18th December 1891 The tellurian presented by Dr Hosking to the Masterton School has been 
received by Mr Jackson, the head master. It is a valuable scientific apparatus, showing the 
relationship of the earth to the sun and other bodies. 
An examination of pupil teachers is being held in the Masterton school to-day by Inspector 
Fleming. There are altogether between twenty and thirty candidates from the Forty-Mile 
Bush and various parts of the district. 
18th December 1891 he monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening, there being present Messrs W. M. Easthope (in the chair) Z. M. Hoar, J. Williams, 
W. Perry C E. Daniell and W. G. Beard. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a 
credit balance at date of £1 8s lOd. A letter was read from the Education Board, authorising 
the Committee to let the section in Victoria street, set aside for an infant school, at a weekly 
tenancy.—It was resolved to let the section to Mr Bartlett at the rate of 6s per month. The 
Secretary of the Board also wrote, stating that the question of reducing the costs of school 
books would be considered fully at the next meeting, and that the sum of £350 had been 
placed on the estimates for the erection of an infant school. 
The headmaster (Mr Jackson) reported the number of names on the roll to be 577, the average 
attendance 412, and the percentage of attendances 71. The attendance during the past month 
had been very poor. The outlet pipe of the cesspit was still under water and several small 
repairs to the school buildings required undertaking during the vacation. Miss Keeling 
reported the highest attendance at the Infant School during the month to be 78, the lowest 57, 
and the average attendance 66. The effecting of repairs to the main school, as suggested by 
the head master, was left with the visiting member, Mr Daniell. 



The headmaster reported that the tellurian presented by Dr Hosking had been received.—On 
the motion of Mr Beard a hearty vote of thanks was passed to Dr Hosking for his valuable 
present. The  Secretary staled that notices had been served on several parents on account of 
children absenting themselves. 
Mr Daniell was appointed visiting member for the month and the meeting adjourned. 

1891	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
26th January Reopened school. Very wet day. Attendance rather low. Miss Riemenschneider 
absent from morning school. Miss Bunting commenced work this morning in place of Miss 
Edith Sage who has been transferred to Wellington 
Kate Walton- a pupil of this school has obtained an Education Board scholarship for the 
value of £30 
30th During the week thirty eight new pupils have been admitted only four being from the 
infant side school 
5th February. Mr De May the drill instructor paid a visit to the school today without notice 
and desired to take the children in drill. I arranged for him to give his instruction during 
afternoon school 
Boys first in Position Drill ¾ hour Girls in clubs (Indian) ¾ hour 
6th Mr De Mey gave the infants a short drill this morning ¾ hour 
The attendance for the week has been very good. Average 492 Roll 577 
10th Very wet attendance effected 
15th Mr Eton together with the contractor inspected the closets the earth was found to be of 
inferior quality and not properly prepared 
19th In my Monthly report I gave the names addresses and attendance of the following 
irregular children  
Infants Nora Herald 0 Kuripuni 
 Geo Baker 0 River Road 
 Edward Cooksley 0 C/- Mrs Morris Queen St 

Standard 1 Oscar Dixon 0 
W Dixon Carter (As 
Written) 

Standard 
III Nellie Sewell 3 Hessey St 
 Emily Sewell 11 /- Mr Hogg 
 George Selby 0 Bentley St 
Standard 
V Amy Billington 8 Elkin's Farm 

 
Josephine 
McNab 8 C/- J Leahy Queen St 

Standard 
VI Ada Robins 19 Queen Street 
 Arthur Iorns  16 J Iorns Herbert St  

Mr De Mey gave a lesson to the boys and girls in the afternoon. Mr De Mey took the infants 
for a short time in the morning 
22nd February The Committee placed the list of irregular children in the hands of the police 
25th Several parents have communicated with me respecting the police inquiry into the case 
of their children .Good results are already apparent from their action 



Today the horticultural show is being held. I have dismissed half an hour earlier on that 
account. A holiday has usually been observed 
26th Sergeant Major Bezar took the cadets in military drill 
2nd march Have spent the day in the infant room. Miss Smith has a very big class, very few of 
which are fit for promotion 
3rd Have promoted four of PII children to 1st Standard 
4th Have examined Standard 1 today. Have directed Miss Munro to pay more attention in 
reading 
5th Standard II have passed a good examination. Miss McGregor is improving as a teacher 
6th Standard III boys are well on with their work. Reading required a little more attention. 
Standard II girls have given a very unsatisfactory record. Their arithmetic is very bad indeed. 
Miss Johnston’s work is anything but satisfactory 
I spent the last half hour today in the sewing classes. I notice that in some cases the children 
sit in a very cramped position with the work on the chest and the face nearly horizontal over 
it. Have given instructions to the teachers to give position drill. Many of the children too 
seem to be unable to thread a needle easily and quietly. They hold the needle in the left hand 
and with the unsupported right hand try to pole the cotton through the eye. Have directed the 
teachers to give a little instruction in this 
Very few children are without sewing 
11th March At my visit today over with Mr Jackson the requirements in Kindergarten 
Teaching and in science instruction, Sufficient material is on hand to go with the stick laying 
and stick building- modelling in clay and colour teaching all of which are begun. Mat 
weaving must remain in abeyance until the arrival of material already ordered, I am well 
satisfied with Mr Jackson’s plans for science instruction. The school as a whole is in its usual 
systematic and  effective  working order. Dr Hosking has promised me a Tellurium and of a 
more expensive Planetarium, when he will decide when I get out from England. More 
complete material for kindergarten work including a Delineator for mat weaving. Will be 
supplied on the  arrival from England of goods already ordered 
 I find that Mr De May when here on the 5th and 6th was only occupied 2 ½ hours in the 2 
days and does not appear to have covered the ground required. He will be instructed to give 
more time to the several classes on the occasion of his visit, which will be at most four times 
a year. I understand also from Mr Jackson that only old drills were taken up. Robert Lee, 
Inspector 
13th The attendance for the week has been very good Average 508 Roll 583 
23rd For several weeks past I have been  completely on the lookout for the first appearance of 
itch in the school as I know it exists  in the town. This morning I discovered two boys, 
Leonard Williams and his cousin Norman Williams to be both affected with it , the former 
badly and the latter only slightly. I at once sent them home with messages that they were not 
to return till a doctor certified that it was safe for them to do so. 
24th The Committee held a special meeting last night to discuss the outbreak of itch, Dr 
Hosking reported the two cases and advocated the closing of the school! The Committee 
considered this altogether unnecessary as the outbreak was confined to the two cases named 
in one the infection being already in the family. The Committee instructed me to send home 
the children coming from homes in which the infection exists 



26th  Closed for Easter holidays. The attendance for the last two days has been affected by the 
itch scare 
1st April Reopened school Attendance very poor 
3rd The attendance is much affected by the scare. Have spent a great deal of time in school in 
writing notes to reassure parents and out of school in visiting a number of them 
6th Attendance is recovering. In a number of cases parents say they have been advised by Dr 
Hosking to keep their children away 
On Friday I found a girl in the 4th standard named Ellen Lett to have indication of the itch . I 
found on  inquiry that she had been sleeping at the house of Mr Williams and that her mother 
being alarmed at the symptoms had taken to a friend and asked if it was the itch. I sent her 
home with a note expressing an instruction instruction that she had been allowed to attend 
school in such a  state and the fact she had also been allowed to stay for over a week in a 
house infected with the disease The children  from such homes being forbidden to attend 
schools 
During the evening Mr and Mrs Lett called at my private residence. They were annoyed that I 
had sent their child home. They had as I required taken her to a doctor He- Dr Hosking – 
certified that in his opinion she is suffering from a popular skin affection called “Lichen” the 
symptoms of which to the uninitiated may ready be mistaken for scabies 
I have allowed the brother and sister of the  of the girl named to return to school today on the 
certificate of Dr Hosking that it is safe for them to do so 
9th Sergeant Bezar drilled the cadets today 
13th Miss Evans Kinder Garten instructress- paid her first visit to the school today 
She gave three oral lesson in the morning and two in the afternoon 
14th Miss Evans spent the day in this school. She gave lessons in colour, stick laying, clay 
modelling and mat weaving. I arranged for the female assistants in charge of the Standards 
classes to be present at as many of these lessons as possible. During yesterday a today a 
number of teachers and other visitors came to witness the Kindergarten demonstration 
17th Mr Gifford was granted a week’s leave of absence last night t by the Committee He left 
for Auckland this afternoon 
Sergeant Major Bezar took leave of the cadet corps he has been removed to Dunedin 
2nd I took charge of the 5th Standard class in the absence of Mr Gifford 
24th After a week’s work with Standard V  I find that the results of Mr Gifford’s work are not 
at all commensurate with the labour bestowed 
27th April Mr Gifford returned this afternoon after a week’s absence on leave. I have given 
him my impression of  the state of his class and have recommended him to do  more 
recapitulation  during his lessons to make sure that the children retain his instructions 
28th The new committee elected last night at the meeting of householders consists of Messrs E 
Feist (Chairman) C R Daniell, W G Beard, L M Hoar, W M Easthope, W Perry, J Williams 
Messrs W Pragnell and H E Eaton – members of the old committee- thrown out 
29th Wet and bitterly cold Attendance much affected The fencing at the back of the closet has 
been altered to enclose enclose the percolator? 
30th Very bad weather again today 
5th May Mr A D Riley visitor to the school. He saw the work of the 1st and 2nd standard and 
took a lesson in each class. Time in school 2 hours 



 6th Mr riley spent the forenoon at school. At my request he gave a lesson in model to the VI 
Standard 
12th I notice that Mr Gifford is doing more questioning and recapitulation His work is much 
more effective 
13th Mr De May visited the school I had received notice of his visit and consequently was 
prepared for him. He took the VI on the bars V on the horizontal bars and het II on the ladder 
In the afternoon he supervised the frill of the infant classes, and gave a lesson to the 3rd and 
4th in the club exercise 
15th Have commenced the reading of “Fairy Tales” in all classes 
19th Have combined the two third standard classes and the fourth girls for science 
21st Very wet and stormy Attendance very poor 
22nd The week’s attendance has been spoilt by the attendance of the last two days 
26th Yesterday 25th was observed as a holiday in Honor of the Queen’s birthday 
28th Have commenced my monthly examination Miss Smith and Miss Bunting are doing very 
satisfactory work. I have promoted several P1 to PII and PII to Standard 1 
29th Examined standard 1. The class does not move in reading quite to my satisfaction 
Several very old children- two over 13- have been placed in this class lately and who have 
not attended any school formerly They are very backward indeed. Their attendance is due 
entirely to the effort of the truant officer 
2nd June Examined standard II The girls are doing better work than the boys. Miss McGregor 
has greatly improved as a teacher. Both divisions are in a good state 
4th Examined Standard III Boys Y=The class is improving but is not yet in a satisfactory 
condition, the writing being very poor. Mr Bunting is doing good work 
5th Examined Standard II girls. Since last month good work has been done. The work is neat 
and there is more life in the class. The arithmetic is still very unsatisfactory 
8th Examined Standard IV boys This is a good class in all subjects, the reading being the only 
one exhibiting the least weakness 
9th Examined Standard IV girls. The attendance of this class is very unsatisfactory but for the 
indefatigable work of Miss Reimenschneider and her persisting in individual tuition the result 
obtained today would have been impossible. The arithmetic, spelling and grammar are 
particularly strong and the written work admirable. The reading however is weak as also the 
class work 
10th Examined the Standard V. Reading has improved Spelling is good but the arithmetic and 
grammar are not satisfactory. The written work is very untidy. The class work especially the 
science is very good 
12th Examined the VI and VII The reading is very satisfactory. There is not much very good 
reading but on the other hand there is little that is decidedly weak. The arithmetic is not all 
satisfactory easy mental sums proving too much for the majority 
The composition is sound but correctness of sentences and derivation of words are parts of 
the work that are very weak indeed 
15th Obtained 6 flasks and 6 beakers for chemistry experiments 
19th I have spent a good deal of time this week in Miss Johnston’s class giving instruction. 
The much constant spurring to keep her up to her work 



26th The attendance this week has been good and a very satisfactory week’s work has been 
done. There is not much fall off in attendance this afternoon as has usually been the case on 
Friday 
29th Altheugh the weather is very favourable the attendance has fallen off a little today. I find 
most of the absentees are laid up with colds 
3rd July Closed school for winter holidays 
3rd August Have spent some time in Standard III boys today giving attention to their writing 
Mr Kay was away toady through an abscess 
6th Mr kay still absent Have taken the class myself. I find it is in a good state, the arithmetic 
being very strong 
7th Mr Kay at school again. Mr Gifford away in the afternoon with leave to attend the 
drawing examination 
10th Have received from the Treasurer pf the School Committee cheques for the £8 and £15 to 
be spent in accordance with the terms of the Town lands Trustees 
14th School loosed to enable teachers to be present at the opening of the new Board Offices 
19th August I visited the school today in company with Mr Hastie late Headmaster of a large 
school near Glasgow The work was going on most satisfactorily Standard IV (Boys) 
answered some difficult questions in Mental Arithmetic very readily. Standard IV Boys (Mr 
Kay) and Girls (Miss Riemenschneider) sang very nicely. The discipline of the school is good. 
T R Fleming Wellington Education Board inspector 
21st The committee at its meeting last night dealt with a complaint from Mrs Selby respecting 
my punishment of her son for destroying his reading book in a shameful way and for 
insubordination. The Committee resolved unanimously that they fully approved of the action I 
had taken 
24th Opened school with a good attendance this morning. The infant room is now 
overcrowded and it will soon become necessary to provide an additional standard room 
27th The object lesson of the second standard teacher are being given with Greater skill. Miss 
McGregor now gives a good lesson 
31st August The week began with a very good attendance 542 out of 613 
3rd September Mr De May visited the school and did a good day’s work. He took the whole 
school in six lessons and gave a short lesson to the teachers at my request – afterwards 
4th The attendance this week has been very very good Average 533 Roll 613 
14th September Note: I have not copied out every report of class examinations 
Completed examination of Standard III Miss Johnston’s work is still unsatisfactory. She is 
not energetic enough. The class is weak generally and the teacher does not seem capable 
generally of rising to the situation 
The boys are doing good work. There are however a number of hopeless cases. These pull 
down the results 
18th Sergeant Major Finn attended and took the cadets in military drill. He handled the boys 
in a very effective manner. His physical exercises with the rifle are in my opinion a very 
efficient manner 
25th The attendance this week is the highest of any yet made 543 Roll 615 
25th Examined Standard V The spelling is weak a great number of failures being recorded. 
Both the arithmetic and grammar are not strong, Mr Gifford instructs too much and revises 
too little 



28th Examined standard VI The reading is improved but the arithmetic and grammar both 
require attention. Mr Waite is conscious of this but complains of the want of time 
1st October Received 5 new children from the Infant Side School. Two are fit to be presented 
With one exception the reading of the five is poor 
5th The week has commenced with a very good attendance The infant room is now 
uncomfortably overcrowded 
9th I have discovered that two of the girls in the infant room have been molested by boys 
attending the Catholic School. The boy’s lifted the girls’ clothing and used on=obscene 
languages 
13th Father McKenna came to school and stationed himself of the truth of the above charges. 
He promised to deal with the matter 
19th The examination was commenced today by Mr Fleming 
23rd The annual examination was concluded at noon today  Mr Lee examined Standard V, VI, 
and VII and Mr Fleming Standard 1 and II. The percentage of passes is 98. A half holiday 
was granted in the afternoon 
26th Promoted children into new classes today 
29th Show Day- usual holiday 
30th Inspector’s Holiday was taken today 
6th November There has been a marked decrease in the attendance this week 
9th Usual holiday on account of the Prince of Wales birthday 
13th Have nominated the following scholarship candidates George Barron, Gwendolyn 
Powell, Heathcote Waite, Fred Daniell, Henry Walker and Nellie Arnold The first four are 
very strong candidates, the last two very weak ones 
20th Have received the report of the last drawing examination Passes Freehand 40, Scale 21, 
Model 1, Total 115. This is an increase on the number of passes obtained last year 
27th Miss Smith absent on account of her mother being seriously ill with influenza 
4th December Miss Smith has been absent the whole week During her absences I have placed 
Kate Mackay a candidate for a pupil teachership in charge of P1 class. I find she shapes very 
fairly. The attendance for the week has been very poor- average only 414 
7th Miss Smith resumed to her duties 
11th Miss Johnston is not handling the 4th Standard boys’ class quite to my satisfaction. Her 
order is poor and there is not enough “GO” about her work 
15th The scholarship examination is taking place today I have placed the 2nd Standard room 
at Mr Fleming’s disposal 
17th The scholarship examination was completed today. During the time it has been held in 
the school work has been going on and Mr Fleming informed me that the progress of the 
examination was not interfered with in the least 
17th December School closed today for the summer vacation. Mr B P Perry attended and 
distributed the attendance and drawing certificates 
The Pupil Teacher examination take place tomorrow and Saturday 

1892 
1892 477 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £325 $60,284 
1892 477 Masterton Waite William   Assistant Master £220 $40,808 



1892 427 Masterton Kay John  Assistant Master £150 $27,824 
1892 477 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $18,549 
1892 477 Masterton Reimendchneider E  Assistant Female £75 $13,912 
1892 477 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £70 $12,984 
1892 477 Masterton McGregor Lois  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,275 
1892 477 Masterton Kean Annie  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,420 
1892 477 Masterton Sage Agnes  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,420 
1892 477 Masterton Barron Isabella  Female Pupil Teacher £30 $5,565 
1892 477 Masterton Smith Margaret Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,710 

1892 76 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £115 $21,331 

1892 76 
Masterton 
Infants Johnston William  

Male Pupil Teacher £35 $6,492 

1892 76 
Masterton 
Infants Harvey Harriet   

Female Pupil Teacher £15 $2,782 
26th January 1892 WAIRARAPA SCHOLARSHIPS. L3O a-year, tenable for two years.—
Charles Black, Greytown, 560 ; George Barron, Masterton, 446; Gwendoline Powell, 
Masterton, 431. 
30th January 1892 A special  meeting of the  Masterton School Committee is to be hold on 
Monday evening next, when candidates will be nominated for the  vacant  seats on the 
Wellington Education Board. 
We understand that important changes are being made IN the teaching staff at the Masterton 
school. Several teachers are being transferred and others promoted. The transfers are, 
however, not yet definitely arranged. 
2ND February 1892 The Masterton School Committee, at a special meeting held last evening, 
confirmed the appointments made by the Education Board as follows:—Mr Gifford  to be 
transferred to Clyde Quay; Miss Johnston to be transferred to Ngahauranga; and Mr Kay to 
be promoted to second assistant teacher in the Masterton school, 
The Masterton School Committee has decided to make no nominations for the vacant seats on 
the Wellington Education Board, but merely to record its vote, 
Mr Beaglehole  has been appointed to fill the vacancy in the teaching staff of the Masterton 
school caused by the transfer of Mr Gilford. 
17th February 1892 The Wellington Education Board is inviting applications for teachers. An 
assistant teacher is invited for the Masterton school at a salary of £60 per annum 
19th February 1892 The headmaster of the Masterton school stated at the meeting of the 
School Committee last evening that several of the children who absented themselves were fit 
subjects for an industrial school, 
The advisability of fixing a definite sum for each winner of a scholarship has been suggested 
to the Town Lands Trustees by the Masterton School Committee. It is thought that such a 
step would be an extra inducement to children to compete for the scholarships. 
Final notices are to be  served oil the parents of several children in Masterton who have 
absented themselves from school, These notices, as framed by the Education Board, read as 
follows; " This is to notify that your child has been frequently absent from school lately, and 
you are now finally informed that unless  the child attends regularly the school of  his district 
henceforth, proceedings will be taken, in accordance with the Education Act, to enforce 



attendance, and you will have to appear before the Resident Magistrate to answer for breach 
of the said Act," 
25th February 1892 Consideration of the appointment of  an assistant teacher to the Masterton 
school has been deferred by the Wellington Education Board 
17th March 1892 At the Fernridge school there is now a library containing 400 volumes, At 
the Masterton school the library contains 212 volumes. 
19th March 1892 The Masterton School Committee has nominated Mr. Edwin Feist for the 
vacant seat on the Wellington Education Board, and is sending a circular to the various 
committees in the district requesting support for him 
19th March 1892 The Wellington Education Board has promised to proceed with the erection 
of the Masterton side school as soon as the  grant for building purposes is, available. This 
grant was made some months ago by the Government, and it is quite time the Board had the 
money at its disposal 
19th March 1892 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
night, there being  present Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), Williams, Beard, Hoar, Easthope, and 
Daniell, The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer 
reported a credit balance of £23 Is Id. The Education Board wrote, stating that a resolution 
had been framed and forwarded to the Government, requesting that the importation' of school 
books be considered, The Board had no power now to import  books, 
The Board also wrote, stating that the Bank of Now Zealand was authorised to cash cheques; 
that the Inspector was providing data for the erection of the side school, which would be 
proceeded with as soon as the grant was available,' and that two copies of the  amended 
Education Act were enclosed. 
Mr G, S. W. Dalrymple requested that a committee be appointed to award a work basket 
offered by him for the best plain sewing.—Received. 
EDUCATION BOARD MEMBER. The' Secretary of the Pahiatua School Committee wrote, 
stating that his Committee, would, support the nominee of the Masterton Committee for a 
country representative on the  Board. 
Mr W, A, Fitzherbert requested the support of the Committee on his candidature for the 
vacant seat, 
''The Secretary stated that .the election of a member would take place on the fifth May 
The Chairman stated that he intended to become a candidate himself if the Committee 
nominated him,  
Mr Williams thought it very desirable that a country candidate should be elected. He would 
move that Mr Feist be nominated by this Committee,  
Mr Beard seconded- carried 
 It was resolved to send circulars to the various Committees, requesting their support of the 
candidature of Mr Feist, ' 
TEAOIIEBS' REPORTS, - -The head teacher reported the number of names on the roll to be 
587, the highest attendance 481, and the percentage  of attendances 85, The action of the 
Committee regarding absentees had had a good effect. & number of changes had taken place 
in the teaching in the school owing to the transfers. The school was in need of wall 
furnishings. 
Miss Keeling reported that the cleaning of the side school had been unsatisfactory -, The 
number of names on the roll was 112 and the average attendance 90. 



The visiting member reported that he was not satisfied with the way the school was being 
cleaned,  The Secretary was instructed to give notice to Mrs Bentley  that her services as 
cleaner are no longer required, and that arrangements be made for a new cleaner  
TRUANTS, The Truant Officer reported having served final summonses on several children. 
The number of children between the ages of seven and thirteen not attending school was 
three. One was in delicate health, one had no boots, and one no clothing '  
SIDE SCHOOI On the motion of Mr Easthope it was decided that the Education Board be 
urged to proceed with the erection of the side school at once, in view of the winter 
approaching.:  
WALL MAPS. An application of the bead master for wall maps was allowed to stand over 
till next meeting, . 
SEATS. The visiting member (Mr Easthope) suggested that seats be provided for the girls' 
playground, and it was resolved that two forms twelve feet long be procured. 
SCHOLARSHIP. The question of the scholarship, offered by the Town Lands Trustees was 
discussed, and the further consideration of the matter hold over till next meeting.  The 
meeting then adjourned. 
19th March 1892 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening the 
following resolution was passed "That certain parents be summoned at the first sitting of the 
R,M. Court, and proceedings in future be taken in all cases where notices  of absence from 
school have been served in accordance with the Act." 
31st March 1892 It was stated that the plans for the Masterton Infant School would be 
submitted at next meeting 
Wellington Education Board Miss Ethel Brown and Mr William Johnson were appointed 
pupil teachers for the Masterton school. 
23rd April 1892 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Annual Report 
Your Committee, in submitting the report for their terra of office, are satisfied that the 
general welfare of the schools has been attended to, and the management has been up to the 
usual standard. The number of children on the school rolls are as follows: Main school 587, 
Hall Street 112, or a total of 699. The average attendance at both schools have been good, but 
your Committee has been compelled during the past year to take steps under the Compulsory 
clauses of the Education Act, to make parents send their children to school, and in a few 
cases extreme measures are being taken against parents. Soon after their election, your 
Committee approached the Town Lands Trustees and applied for assistance to enable them to 
get clear of the old liabilities, and your Committee are pleased to report that the Town Lands 
Trustees favourably considered their application, and thanks are due to the Town Lands 
Trustees for their liberality, and also to the deputation from the School Committee who 
waited upon the Trustees and ably advocated the application by giving a clear and explicit 
statement of the position of the school funds. 
The head master of the main school, Mr W. H. Jackson, and Miss Keeling of the Hall street 
school have as usual maintained the efficiency of their respective establishments, and 
together with their assistants are to be commended  for the results of the annual examination 
which was in every way satisfactory.  
Some moths ago your committee decided to ask the Education Board to take the necessary 
steps toward getting the books used in the schools imported direct by the Board, and supplied 



at the lowest possible prices. The Board acceded by forwarding an application to the 
Government, in accordance with the wish of the Committee. 
The second school question is now almost settled, a communication having been received by 
your Committee from the Education Board that plans would be presented at the Board's next 
meeting. The Balance sheet attached shows receipts £214 14s 4d, expenditure £201 17s 9d, 
leaving a credit balance of £12 16s 7d. Against this there are accounts amounting to £9 10s 
8d thus giving the incoming committee £3 6s 4d and the capitation £20 to begin their term of 
office. During the year 17 meetings of Committee have been held, the attendances being:— 
Edwin Feist 16, W. M. Easthope 16, Z. M. Hoar 15, C. E, Daniell 14, Jos. William# 18, 
Walter Perry 12, W. G. Beard 10, 
26th April 1892 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS. 
The Masterton School. 
The annual meeting of householders in the Masterton School district was held in the 
Schoolhouse at Kurupuni last (Monday) evening, about fifty persons  being present, Mr 
Edwin feist' was voted to the chair.  
The report and balance sheet, as already published, were read by the Secretary. 
The Chairman, in referring to the business of the year, stated that it was the consequence of 
the grants made by, the Town Lands Trustees that the committee was in such a sound 
financial position.  The question had been raised whether the Education Board should not be 
asked to grant sufficient money to meet their liabilities, but he did not think they could 
reasonably ask move from the Board than they had received. With regard  to the teaching 
staff the Inspectors report showed that it was most efficient, It  was only with such a man as 
Mr Jackson at its head  that the high standard of the school could be maintained (applause). It 
was also satisfactory to find that the new side school would shortly he erected. He would 
formally move the adoption of the  report and balance sheet. 
Mr W. Prangnell seconded  
Mr  W. G. Beard, as one of the committee who had waited upon the Town, Lands Trustees to 
ask for grants acknowledged the courtesy received at the hands of that body. Had it not been  
the valuable assistance rendered by the Trustees the Committee would not have been able to. 
Have met its ordinary liabilities, He was of the opinion that the grants  made by the Trustees 
should not be devoted to primary school expenses but should be set aside for a higher class of 
education. This might in time transpire, more particularly as he understood the subsidy from 
the Government would in be larger than in the past. (Applause),  
The following nominations were then received for the nine vacancies on the Committee 
Messrs W, G Beard, C. E. Daniell, W. M, Easthope, E. Feist, R. M, Galloway, G. Heron, Z. 
M. Hoar, W. Prangnell and J. Williams. As the number of candidates did not exceed the 
number of vacancies, the Chairman declared these nominated to be duly elected, amidst 
applause.  
The Chairman thanked the meeting for having expressed his confidence in the old committee 
in such a marked manner. 
Mr Easthope explained that the Committee had done all in its power to have the meeting held 
in the Theatre, but the Education Board had given instructions that it should take place in the 
schoolhouse, He would move that this meeting expresses its entire disapproval of the action 
of the Board in fixing the meeting to be held in the schoolhouse; and that they be requested in 
future to fix it for a more convenient place. Mr J. Prentice seconded. .  



The Rev. R. Wood asked' if place of meeting was fixed by the Act or by the Education Board. 
The Chairman read a message from the Education Board on the subject.  
Mr Beard said it was competent for the Board to fix any place they desired for the meeting, 
The resolution was then put and carried unanimously, and the  meeting adjourned with it vote 
of thanks to the Chairman. . 
ANNUAL COMMITTEE MEETING. At a meeting of the newly-elected Committee 
afterwards held, Mr E. Feist was unanimously elected Chairman for the ensuing year. 
. The Chairman expressed his pleasure at the good sense displayed by the householders in the 
annual meeting, and the despatch with which the business had been transacted. 
The standing orders of the past year «ere adopted and Mr Beard was appointed visiting 
member for the ensuing month. 
26th April 1892 A well earned compliment was paid to Mt W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the  
Masterton school, and his able staff of teachers at the  meeting of householders last night. The 
Chairman stated that the  Inspector's report showed the school to be in a high state of 
efficiency—a position which could be maintained only with such a man as Mr Jackson at the 
head of affairs. 
27th April 1892 At a meeting of the Masterton School Committee held before the annual 
meeting of householders on Monday evening, Mr W, M, Easthope expressed himself very 
strongly upon the action of the Committee in dosing the school tor half, a day to allow the 
children to attend a circus 
27th April 1892 Wellington Education Board , Mr. W. H, Jackson (Masterton) wrote asking 
that the main school  and infant school be considered two separate schools, for the purpose of 
assessing teachers' tuition fees. — The Board were unanimously of opinion that these schools 
must be treated as one. 
28th April 1892 The Board appointed Messrs M. Beagle, hole and Feist to the Clyde quay 
school April, and Mr N. Bunting to the  Masterton School. 
19th May 1892 Mr Arthur D, Riley, Director of the School of Art and Technical 
Education, Wellington, is inspecting the work of the Masterton school to-day, after 
having paid a similar visit to the school at Pahiatua, 
6th May 1892 The Catholic Times says:—A member of the Masterton School Committee 
furiously raged because the local school children had a half-holiday to attend the Circus 
recently. Such gross ignorance of the metheds of the State Education system is most 
reprehensible 
20th May 1892 MATERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last (Thursday) evening, 
there being present Messrs E, Feist (chairman), R. M. Galloway, W. M, Easthope, W, 
Pragnell, and Z, M. Hoar. An apology for absence was read from Mr W. G. Beard, 
The minutes of the  previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a 
credit balance of £10 0s 4d, 
The Secretary of the -Education Board wrote, stating that the plans for the new infant school 
in Masterton were in course of preparation.  
The head master reported that the number of children on the roll was 506, the average 
attendance 451, and the percentage of attendances 76. The attendance at the school during the 
past month had been small but was now improving. Mr N. Bunting had been appointed third 
assistant teacher. He would ask that certain maps he provided if funds permit.  



Mr Easthope moved that before any grant is made for maps the estimates for the ensuing year 
be prepared, Mr Pragnell seconded,—Carried,  
The Secretary stated that three informations had been  laid against parents for failing to send 
their children to school. The cases would be heard at the next sitting of the Court. The Truant 
Officer forwarded a list of parents upon whom first and final notices had been served. The 
Secretary was instructed to take proceedings against the parents who had received final 
notices and had not sent their children to school. 
 Miss Keeling reported that owing ,to colds amongst the children and wet weather the 
attendance during the month had been small. There were 99 children on the roll and the 
average attendance was 74. A few loads of metal were required at the door of the school. 
Inspector Lee had recommended Miss Harvey for appointment as a teacher when a vacancy 
occurred. 
The matter of providing metal as asked for was left with the visiting member. 
The following accounts were passed for payment —W, Pragnell, £5 Is 6d; B. E, Hornblow, 
£2 10s; Hounslow and Hoar, 10s. 
 Mr Easthope moved, "That this Committee disapproves of the closing of the school on the 
occasion of the visit of circuses and such like," He did not think it right that; the school 
should be closed on such occasions, 
The resolution did not find a seconder, but Mr Easthope intimated that he would bring the 
matter forward until the resolution was passed.  
The Chairman explained' the circumstances under which the school had been closed on the 
occasion of the visit of Wirth's circus,  
Mr Jackson: I would explain that it is a question of policy, 
 Mr Easthope: I take exception to this. It is a question of morals. 
 Mr Galloway The resolution has not been seconded and the discussion is out of order. 
The Chairman refused to hear anything further about the matter,  
Mr Daniell was appointed visiting member and the meeting 'closed. 
20th May 1892 Mr W, H, Jackson, headmaster of the  Masterton school stated at last night's 
meeting of the School  Committee that a girl in the town ten years of age, who had only 
passed the first standard, had been sent out to service. 
The  attendance at the Masterton Infant School was affected during last month by the 
prevalence of colds. 
Mr W. M. Easthope disapproves of the Masterton school being dosed to allow the children to 
see o circus, He says it affects the morals of the children, The School Committee, however, 
takes a different view of the matter. Mr Easthope is so satisfied that his view is a right one 
that he intends bringing the question up at every meeting of the Committee until that body 
coincides with him. 
Three informations have been laid against parents in Masterton who do not Bend their 
children to school. further prosecutions are to folio#, 
The preparation of plans for the new infant school in Masterton appears to be no small 
undertaking, The work has now been in hand over two months and is not yet completed. 
2nd June 1892 The children attending the Masterton school were not given a half Holiday to 
enable them to witness the" Hunt," A good number, however, "wagged it" and made their 
way to the scene of the chase. 



The following is the report of Inspector Fleming on the Masterton Infant School, which was 
inspected on May 4th :—" Very fair metheds are in use and the organization is satisfactory. 
Miss Keeling lost her two trained teachers at the same time, and the two pupil teachers are 
new to the work, which  has consequently suffered a little. A very fair object lesson on 
"Water" was given by Miss Keeling, but many of the children were inattentive. A little more 
attention to discipline would tend to make an improvement in the work generally. 
27th June 1892 The following is the report of Inspector Fleming on the Masterton Infant 
School, which  was inspected on May 4th :—"Very fair metheds are in use and the 
organization is satisfactory. Miss Keeling lost her two trained teachers at the same time, and 
the two pupil teachers are new to the work, which has consequently suffered a little. A very 
fair object lesson on "Water"  was given by Miss Keeling, but many of the children were 
inattentive. A little more attention to discipline : would tend to make an improvement in the 
work generally. 
30th June 1892 The Wellington Education Board has resolved to call for tenders for the 
erection of the infant school at Masterton. 
15th July 1892 The parents of a number of children absenting themselves from the Masterton 
school were prosecuted in the R.M. Court this morning for neglecting the education of their 
offspring. 
22nd July 1892 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
(Thursday) evening, there being present Messrs E. Feist (chairman), Wilkiams, Easthope, 
Beard, Daniell, Galloway and Pragnell. MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. . 
 FINANCE, The Treasurer reported a debit balance of 5s 11d, but stated that the capitation 
grant of £30 was due. 
DEPUTATION. Mr Feist mentioned that the deputation, appointed had not waited upon the 
Town Lands Trustees.  
INFANT SCHOOL, The Education Board wrote, stating that tenders for the erection of the 
infant school at Masterton would be called during the present month. , 
TRUANTS, Sergeant McArdle forwarded the names of certain absentee children, and stated 
that many were unable to attend owing to the illness of their parents, In these cases he 
thought parents were troubled enough without continually having the police at their doors, 
Mr Easthope thought the suggestion of Sergeant McArdle  quite uncalled for. He would 
suggest that the Secretary write  to the Sergeant to this effect,  
Mr Beard reported that two informations had been laid against parents whose children were 
not' attending school, In one case the parent was fined, and in the  other the case was 
withdrawn as a medical certificate of the child's illness was  put in.  
Mr Jackson (headmaster) remarked that he did not consider the medical certificate referred to 
the condition of the  child at the time the information was laid. 
 TEACHERS' REPORTS. The headmaster reported the number of names on the roll to he 
588, the average attendance 442, and the percentage of attendances 74, This, he stated, was 
the lowest attendance for some time. The attendance had greatly improved since  the 
holidays, thirty fresh scholars, including four Maoris, being present,  
Miss Keeling reported the number of names on the roll to be 96 and the average attendance 
79, Miss Brown had been absent from the school several days owing  to sickness. 
ACCOUNTS. Accounts amounting to £8 9s 4d were passed for payment.  



APOLOGY, Mr Easthope apologised for the absence of Mr G. Heron,  
CONDITION OF THE SCHOOL, Mr Easthope, as visiting member for the month, reported 
that the main school badly needed painting, He thought the Education Board should be 
requested to do the work. Mr Easthope also reported regarding several minor matters, It was 
resolved to procure two seats for the main school and request the Education Board to paint 
the building and fences. 
 ABSENTEE LIST. The list of children absenting themselves from school was read, and in 
four cases the Secretary was instructed to lay informations against parents. The headmaster 
reported that in several cases where notices had been sent the children were now attending 
school. 
Mr Daniell thought the thanks of the Committee were due to Mr Beard for having conducted 
the cases which were recently brought on in Court,  
Mr Beard stated that he was pleased to assist in every way in getting children to attend 
school. He would move, "That it be an intimation to parents that in all cases where the 
attendance of children is not as provided by the Education Act and a certificate of exemption 
is not obtained from the Committee, the provisions of the Act to compel attendance at school 
will be strictly enforced." Mr Daniell seconded.—Carried,  
VISITING MEMBER. The Chairman was appointed visiting member for the month and the 
meeting adjourned 
23rd July 1892 The Inspectors of Schools for the Wellington district, in their annual report to 
the General Assembly, state that there are now eighty-one schools under their supervision, 
eight more than in the previous year. Amongst the new schools. are these at Ballance, 
Kaitawa, Alfredton, Ditton and Grassendale. The total attendance at the time of the 
examinations increased from 10,694 in 1890 to 11,205 in 1891. The school accommodation 
at Masterton was insufficient, There had been a steady progress in the management, 
maintenance, discipline, tone and quality of the class instruction, The leading points in the 
Masterton work were the highly commendable quality of the work of Standard IV, the 
therough teaching of physics, and its cadet corps. There had been a marked improvement in 
the Fernridge, Greytown and Mangatainoka schools, Fernridge presented as salient features 
excellent drawing, science, recitation, and drill, Greytown was distinguished by neatness and 
accuracy whilst the singing and recitation at Mangatainoka was much commended. The class-
rooms in the main Wairarapa schools were still the best furnished in the district, and were 
kept with the greatest care, The infant school at Masterton was working satisfactorily. 
Improved needlework was shown at Greytown, Featherston and Taueru. 
27th July 1892 Wellington Education Board The question of re-painting the schools in 
Masterton was considered. Jn reply to Mr. Fraser, the Chairman said that the Board had 
adopted the  plan of having a certain number of schools painted each year. Caro was taken to 
see that only the best materials were used. It was decided to inform the  Masterton Committee 
that their application to have the schools painted would be considered as soon as the Board 
was making up the Estimates 
Tenders for the  erection of a new Infant school at Masterton. and for additions to the 
Vogeltown and Lovin schools, were opened and the lowest tender in each ease was accepted. 
6th August 18892 Masterton Town Lands Trustees The Secretary of the Masterton School 
Committee wrote, applying for a grant of £60 on the general account, and £20 for special 
work. The Chairman thought the application of the Masterton School should he postponed to 



permit' of the attendance of a deputation which had been appointed by that body, Mr Gapper 
expressed the opinion that the funds at the disposal of the Trustees should be distributed on a 
pro rata scale. 
The Chairman could see no reason for altering the present arrangements. He pointed out that 
the school  could not expect as large a grant this year as last, as the capitation had been 
increased. The funds of the Trust were very low 
19th August 1892 he monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the  
office of the Secretary last (Thursday) evening, there being present Messrs 11, Feist 
(Chairman), Z. M, Hoar, J, Williams, R. M. Galloway, W, Beard, C. E, Daniell, W. Pragnell, 
and W. M. Easthope. 
 MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. treasurer's report, 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £5 12s 4d, correspondence, From the Town Lands 
Trustees, stating that the consideration of the  applications for grants in aid had been 
postponed until next meeting, and requesting a schedule of past expenditure of votes and 
estimates of receipts and expenditure for the coming year. From the Education Board, with 
circulars re Arbor Day. From same, with reference to the painting of the  school buildings, 
stating that the matter would be considered when the Board's building grant was available.—
lt was decided to keep the Board reminded of the matter. 
TEACHERS' REPORTS, The head teacher reported the  number of children on the roll to he 
603, the average attendance 437, and the percentage of attendances 72. The attendance during 
the last week  of July was exceptionally bad owing to the severe weather. There had been an 
increased tendency on the part of parents to keep their children away on every wet day, This 
interfered very much with the working of the  school. A list of irregular children had been 
forwarded to the Secretary. The annual drawing examination would take place on the 7th 
prox, Mr Lee, Inspector of Schools, bad visited the school. The need of painting and repairs 
had been pointed out to him, together with the crowded state of trie infant room, in which 
there were now over, two hundred children, Messrs Feist, Galloway and Pragnell were 
appointed to supervise the school drawing, Miss Keeling reported that the un» settled weather 
was still affecting the attendance at the Infant School, The average for the past  four weeks 
had been 69, although on several days as many as 86 had been present, There were 106 on the 
roll.  
ACCOUNTS, The following accounts were passed for payment when funds permit:- W. 
Pragnell 15s; C. E, Daniell, £2 17s 6d.  
THE NEW INFANT SCHOOL, A sub-committee consisting of Messrs Feist and Galloway 
was appointed to arrange with the owners of property adjoining the proposed Infant School in 
Victoria-street as to the erection of fences, and to make application to the Education Board at 
the next meeting to provide the fences agreed upon, The Chairman reported that Mr 
Galloway, the Inspector, himself, and the contractor bad fixed upon a site on the section in 
Victoria Street for the erection of the new Infant School. 
The plans of the new school were inspected by the Committee.  
VISITING MEMBER, Mr E, M, Galloway was appointed visiting member for the month, 
ABSENTEE LIST. The Committee then considered the absentee list at some length, after 
which the  meeting adjourned, 
1st September 1892 A sum of £5 has been voted by the Wellington Education Board for 
fencing the new infant school at Masterton. 



3rd September 1892 Town Lands Trustees DEPUTATION. Messrs E. Feist and W. G, Beard, 
members of the Masterton School Committee, waited upon the Trust and asked for a grant in 
aid. A statement of the requirements of the school and the balance sheet for the past year was 
presented. Mr Feist stated that they required £58 18s for the ordinary requirements of the 
school and would like £10 for the school library. They were encouraged by the liberality of 
the Trustees in the past to make the present application. Mr Beard stated that the School 
Committee had curtailed its expenses and was now working the school upon a business basis. 
He hoped that next year the expenditure would be reduced and they would then probably ask 
fpr less than now. They were asking for £SO less this year than last, which showed clearly 
that they were spending as little money as possible, The Chairman said the deputation had 
made out a very good case. At the same time he was sorry to say that the funds of the Trust 
were at a very low ebb, and they would have to cut down the grants. On looking at the 
statement produced he found what he considered to be one or two discrepancies. There aid 
not appear to be a sufficient revenue for the books sold, and a credit balance of £12 which 
was shown last year was not carried forward. The expenses for printing also seemed largo, 
The Trustees were satisfied that the school was now in the right hands, and they were pleased 
that the assistance required was not as large as last 1 year. He assured the deputation that the 
application would receive careful consideration, Mr Renall did not think the Trustees should 
be called upon to repair the school buildings. Mr Beard stated that he shored the, opinion of 
the Trustees in this matter. At the same time the grants of the Education Board were 
inadequate, and until they were increased they would 1 have to depend upon the grants of the 
Trustees or leave the school out of repair………..  
8th September 1892 The annual examination in drawing took place at the  Masterton school 
yesterday. The total number  of papers worked was 188, the number of children examined 
being 145. In  freehand there were seventy-one papers, geometry fifty nine, scale fifty-one, 
and model six. The drawing was supervised by Messrs Feist (Chairman), Galloway and 
Pragnell, members of the School Committee 
10th September 1892 A number-of residents were proceeded against this morning hy the 
Masterton School Committee for not compelling their children to attend school. Fines were 
imposed in all the cases. 
14th September 1892 Masterton Borough Council James Russell, Borough Surveyor, wrote 
stating that the building regulations were being broken Jn two instances—the shelter shed at 
the new Infant School, and a grain shed at the corner of Church and Dixon streets. The   
Mayor remarked that notice should be given to these at fault, Cr Dixon asked whether it was 
no requisite to lodge plans of all new buildings with the Council. His Worship said that it was 
necessary to do so, and the Building Inspector should see that such plans were lodged and 
permission obtained The first thing the Council heard of a building often was when they 
walked down the street and saw that it had been erected 
16th September 1892 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held on 
Thursday, 16th September, at 7.30 p.m. Present-Messrs Edwin Feist (Chairman), Z. M. Hoar, 
0, E, Daniell, W. M. Easthope, K. M. Galloway, Joseph Williams, Wm. Prangnell, and W. 
Seller (Secretary). An apology for absence was received from Mr W, G. Beard,  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of 8s 4d. A letter was received from the Town Lands 
Trustees, advising that £40 has been granted for general purposes and £7 10s  for library.  



Mr Feist moved and Mr Easthope seconded, that Messrs W, G. Beard and the mover be 
appointed a subcommittee to examine the proposed for the ensuing year with a view to 
reducing the same if possible, 
The Education Board advised that the application for fencing at new Infant School was 
acceded to, 
 A copy of the School Inspector's report was read showing that he proposed to advocate 
repairs and repainting of the Main School  and suggesting that the School Committee should 
consent to the removal of several tanks which were not now being used. Resolved that the 
Education Board be advised that the Committee approves of the Inspector's Report, agrees to 
the removal of the tanks, and urges the Board to proceed with the repairs and painting at 
Main School at the earliest possible date,  
The Headmaster reported 601 children on the roll, average attendance 489, percentage 81; 
and forwarding a list of irregular children, The Secretary of the North Wairarapa Benevolent 
Society also submitted a list of children of parents on their books, who are reported as not 
attending school.' The Secretary was instructed to make further enquiries, and, if necessary, 
take steps to enforce attendance.  
The Head Master presented a return of the size of the several class rooms at the school, and 
the average attendance in each, Resolved that the attention of the Education Board be called 
to the fact that the Infant Room at the Main School is overcrowded by Standard  1 being 
taught in it, and that the Board be asked to make provision for the accommodation of 
Standard 1, as the average attendance in the infant room  total now 182, the size of the room 
being only 45 x 22. (13.7 metres x 6.70 metres) 
The absentee list was next considered, and instructions were given to the Secretary how to 
proceed. The visiting member, Mr Galloway, reported that he had authorised the removal of 
gorse from the Main School grounds, 
 Mr Z. M. Hoar was appointed visiting member, and the meeting closed. 
30th September 1892 EDUCATION BOARD OF THE WELLINGTON DISTRICT. 
The Examination for Scholarships, tenable for two years from 1st January, 1893, offered by 
the Education Board, will  be held simultaneously in the Lecture Hall of the Education Board 
Office, Wellington, and in the Masterton School on TUESDAY, 18th, and WEDNESDAY, 
19th October next, at 10 a.m.  
The examination is open to all children under 15 years of ago on the 1st October last 
attending any school established or constituted under the provisions of the Education Act, 
1877, and subject to the control and management of this Board.  
The names, ages, and addresses of all intending competitors must  be forwarded to me not 
later than the 11th October. The Scholarships are thus appropriated :  
Ten Scholarships of £15 annual value, open to all children attending any school in the City of 
Wellington or Kilbirnie.  
Three  Scholarships of  £30 annual value, open to all children attending any school in the 
Wairarapa District 
. Two Scholarships of £15 or £30 annual value, open to all children attending any school in 
the Country Districts (south of Rimutaka and Kereru to City), according to distance from 
Wellington. ARTHUR DORSET, Secretary. Education Office, Wellington. 30th September, 
1892.  
EDUCATION BOARD. TECHNICAL SCHOOL.  



DAY AND EVENING CLASSES.  
Subjects — Drawing and Modelling, Elementary and Advanced, Life Class Geometrical and 
Perspective Drawing Mechanical Drawing and Machine Construction Architectural Drawing 
and Building Construction  Syllabus on application .  
Quarter commences on MONDAY next, 3rd October. A. DORSET, Secretary. 
8th October 1892 Town Lands Trust The Secretary o£ the Masterton School Committee 
wrote, thanking the Trustees lor the grants made, Viz., .£40 for general purposes 
and £7 10s for library, and asking that the first instalment be paid to the Committee 
as they are badly in want of funds. It was decided to grant the request. 
14th October 1892 MASTERTON SCHOOL EXAMINATION. 
In Inspector Lee's report for 1891, it was intimated that at the next examination, a few of the 
best schools would be partially examined by the Head Master, So far this complement has 
only been conferred on four of the schools in the Board's district, and when we say that both 
Masterton and Fernridge are included in this number, our readers will at once see how high 
the state of efficiency must be to which our schools have attained, The results of the 
examination are extremely good, the percentage of passes being very high, exceeding, if 
anything, these of last year. One noticeable feature is the very large number of children 
presented for examination in the upper standards, nearly one half of the total attendance, 
which is over 600, being in the third and higher standards. This certainly shows a decided 
tendency to take fuller advantage of the education system. 
Inspector Lee's remarks before leaving the school were of a highly complementary nature to 
Mr Jackson and his teaching  stuff, and he stated that in the case of. some of the teachers very 
exceptional work had been done. We must congratulate Mr Jackson on the splendid result of 
his labors, and on his good fortune in having the assistance of such a thoroughly efficient and 
competent staff of teachers. 
The following are the names of the scholars who obtained passes, 
Standard I.  
Boys.—Fred Allen, Hugh Ayson, Alex Adams, Bruce Brown, Horace Byrne, Ernest 
Cameron, Leonard Carey, Alfred Cade, Albert Donald, Charles Duncan, Leonard Dixon, 
Rupert Doughty, Alfred Elkins, Robert Field, Arnold Field, Arthur Fellingham, James 
George, Charles Gillespie, Leonard Gill, Herbert Green, Albert Holmes, Howard Jackson, 
Richard Jago, Charles Jones, Herbert Jones, Ernest Marsh, Hector McKenzie, William King, 
Joseph Nicholls, Alex Natusch, Harry Osman, Edward Parker, Arthur Parker, James Payton, 
Charles Ross, Clarence Roys, William Reid, Joseph Robins, Roy Townsend, William West, 
Arthur Williams, William Sim, Rene Natusch, Ottiwell Bremner, Norman Hatch, David 
Vowless, John Marton, Harold Wright, Stanley Smith, Wi King te Tau,  
Girls.—Ethel Andrews, Louisa Baker, Sarah Butcher, Lena Bentley, Alice Bentley, Beatrice 
Braggins, Robina Bowser, Edith Carpenter, Pearl Cullen, Lizette Coubourne, Vera Dixon, 
Cissie Duncan, Jessie Dorreen, Olive Dellwood, Mary Easthope, Grace George, Violet 
Harvey, Mabel Haskell, Rose Ingram, Eva Jones, Nellie Jacobs, Flora Joyce, Fidelia King, 
Emma Maxted, Hermione Mackay, May McCormack, Maggie McGuire, Mary McLennan, 
May Johnston, Lily O'Meara, Kathleen O'Connor, Maggie Payton, Eva Bigg, Edith Shute, 
Ada Spackman, Mary Taylor, Ettie Ward, Connie Ward, Lottie Wickens, Beatrice Wragg, 
Robina Harvey, Hilda Corbett, Helen Horrell, Jessie Pinkerton, Alice Selby, Annie Cartright, 



Alice Bartlett, Lizzie Shepherd, Louisa Smith, Louie Eastwood, Annie Wise, Isabella Olliver, 
Amy Hounslow, Florence Berryman,  
STANDARD 11. 
Boys.—Robert Adams, John Alexander, Charles Ayson, Arthur Beere, James Braggins, 
Robert Carpenter, Oscar Dixon, Fred D'Arcy, Ben Exell, William Easthope, James Eastwood, 
Oscar Holmes, Robert Hunter, William Heggie, Fred Heyhoe, John Jacobs, Thomas 
Kilmister, Alexander Keith, Alexander McKenzie, James McCormack, Leonard Nicol, Hugh 
Perry, Edward Richards, Patrick Reardon, Sidney Smith, Clarence Williams, Ivanhoe 
Winteringham, Henry Whiteman, Harold York, Leonard Young,  
Girls,—Harriet Allen, Eva Beere, Annie Bartlett, Eliza Butcher, Lily Byford, Amelia Betty, 
Flora Crawford, May Chamberlain, Fanny Cowie, Winnie Daniell, Lena Dixon, May 
Dickson, Laura Eves, Annie Elliotte, Maud Grantham, Marion George, Ada Gorringe, Ethel 
Hunter, Ella Harvey, Dorcas Ingram, Nellie Jenkins, Gertrude King, Emily Langley, Esther 
Lyons, Claudia Mackay, Phyllis McKenzie, Serita McKenzie, Nellie Percy, Maud Ransome, 
Effie Ransome, Kathleen Robins, Amy Russell, Margaret Reilly, Eva Shepherd, Hazel Smith, 
Maggie Smith, Ethel Tricker, Emma Webb, Lily Wellington, Annie Wellington. 
 Standard III,  
Boys,—Milton Alpass, Fred Allen, Harold Brown, George Bennington, Harry Billington, 
Reginald Boddington, Henry Byrne, John Cade, Herbert Cross, Mark Caselberg, Joseph 
Carpenter, Ernest Deadman, Harry Dixon, William Dickson, Harley Donald, Thomas Flaws, 
Arthur Greathead, James Harvey, Fred Holloway, James Kingdon, Joseph Lyons, James La 
Roche, Andrew Robinson, James Murray, Harold Mcintosh, Murdoch McLennan, Ivan 
O'Connor, George Payne, James Parkes, Montague Pearn, Arthur Robins, Alex Robertson, 
Henry Rooks, Grenville Rutherford, Ernest Shute, James Sellar, Harry Selby, Fred Themsen, 
diaries Vallance, Con Vallance, Herbert Vibert, Horace Walker, Fred Williams, James 
Young. 
Girls. - Margaret Bennington, May Billington, Bessie Bradford, Phoebe Butler, Annie Cave, 
Florence Cresswell, Annie Christensen, Meta Dixon, Emily Daniell, Nellie Exell, Clara 
Elley, Fanny Girdwood, Nellie, Graham, Ruth Henry, Nellie Hogg, Maud Holmwood, Nellie 
Hayes, Evelyn Haskell, Lenna Iorns, Emily Marsh, Mary Michell, Emily Michell, Annie 
Michell, May Martin, Lily Ockenden, Ida Perry, Amy Pickering, Edith Peterson, Maggie 
Robertson, May Reynolds, Eliza Robieson, Fannie Smith, Rosie Smith, Annie Shaw, Ada 
Stone, Minnie Seymour, Lily Taylor, Ella Truscott, Alice Townsend, Rosa Waite, Mary 
Williams Minnie Walton, Edith Welch, Annie Whiteman, Ruby Wintringham.  
Standard IV. 
Boys,—Edward Amoore, Robert Andrew, Murray Cameron, Herbert Carey, Alex Cooper, 
Rupert Corbett, Albert Dixon, Herbert Dixon, Eugene Dixon, John Easthope, Fred Elkins, 
Ernest Fannin, Tweedale Fielding, George Galloway, Guy Green, Harry Harris, Alex 
Holmes, Jasper Ingram, Robert Johnstone, Kenmore Johnstone, James Jones, Joseph Langley, 
Richard Nicholls, Frank O'Connor, Alex Ross, Frank Rooks, William Robins, Bertie 
Richards, William Smith, Fred Smith, Wilfrid Shute, Louis Shepherd, Frank Temple, Edward 
Walker, George West, Harry West, Frank West, Duncan Wilton, Richard Young.  
Girls Editha Adams, Ethel Byford, Alice Broadbent, Maud Carter, Ethel Cross, Lizzie 
Chamberlain Mary Donald, Lottie Dixon, Stall' Dixon, Jessie Downs, Beatrice Duncan, Kate 
Easthope, Fanny Elkins, Agnes Girdwood, Henrietta Gillespie, Elizabeth Heggie, Mary 



Jones, Olive Jago, Margaret Kingdon, Ethel King, Edith Maxted, Jessie Mackay, Margaret 
McKenzie, Effie Muir, Ellen Pinkerton, Rosa Parker, Olivia Richardson, Annie Stone, Pearl 
Schroder, Alice Scadden, Althea Smith, Edith Warner, Ethel Wilton, Amy Williams. , 
Standard V, 
Boys:-Victor Andrew, William Ayson, H. Boddington, George Blane, Albert Baker, Stanley 
Banting, Alfred Butement, Fred Christensen, George Cullen, Lewis Corbett, Sydney Davis, 
Harold Dixon, Henry Green, Percy Harcombe, Chas. Holdaway, Bern Holmwood, William 
Hogg, Robert Hewitt, William Jackson, Ernest Jenkins, Robert Johnstone, Stephen Langton, 
Albert Langton, Eric Mackay, Fred Marsh, Wm. McGregor, Douglas Mcintosh, William 
Mitchell, Crispin Parker, Horace William Roberts, Hugh Russell, George Sellar, James Shaw, 
John Smith, John Tinsley, George Watson, Alfred Walton, Leonard Williams. Herbert 
Wilton, Walter Wragge, William Winter, Robert Ward, Albert Webb, Albert Wickens, Arthur 
Wellington, Thos. Williams, Thos. Walker, Wilfred York, 
Girls.-Ruth Burton, Alice Bowser, Ada Carey, Mary Ann Cade, Florence Carpenter, Elsie 
Dixon Ethel D'Arcy, Nellie Daniell, Annie Fielding, Ellen Gillespie, Jessie Hogg, Lily 
Haskell, Mary Ibbetson, Edith King, Ellen Lett, Annie McPhee, Lily McKenzie, Amelia  
Nicholls, Eva Ockenden, Annie Peterson, Kale Pickett, Agnes Robins, Elizabeth Boss, Annie 
Smith, Mary Shute, Florence Sutton, Rose Spackman, Emily Truscott, Maud Vibert, Edith 
Shepherd. 
Standard VI, 
Boys,-Herbert Byford, Thomas Cullen, Robert Cameron, Vivian Donald, Arthur Elkins, 
Frank Henry, William Mason, Robert Parkes, Ernest Presswood, Robert Smith, Norman 
Williams, William Wrigley.  
Girls.—Elizabeth Allen, Violet Boddington, Alexandra Brown, Georgia Carter, Maggie 
Elkins, Lillie Girdwood, Nellie Harvey, Nellie Holdaway, Sarah Iorns. Mary King, Rose 
Ockenden, Blanche Perry, Florence Pickering, Mary Shaw, Louisa Truscott, Eliza Wallis, 
Amy Yates, Jessie Finlayson 
Standard VII. Arthur Sutton, Henry Wallis, Fred Daniell, Balfour Kean, John Lett. 
21st October 1892 Owing probably to the wet night, the Masterton School Committee was 
unable to hold its regular meeting last evening, only three members putting in an appearance, 
The meeting lapsed for want of a quorum, This is the first occasion such a thing has occurred 
for a very long time, 
18th November 1892 There were only two per cent, of failures at the recent examination of 
the Masterton School. 
18th November 1892 The Masterton School Committee find it absolutely necessary to go in' 
for the strictest economy to enable them to keep within their income. Reductions in the 
expenditure on- .stationery are to' be made; the will not be published; the Education Board is 
to be asked to. Undertake all repairs and other expenses cut down. By this means it is hoped 
to reduce the expenditure by about £20 per annum  
18th November 1892 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last of orang, there being present Messrs E. Feist (chairman), Beard, Hoar, Williams, 
Daniell, and Pragnell. 
Treasurer's Report 
The Treasurer's report, showing a credit  balance at date of &2 % sd, was received. 
CORRESPONDENCE, 



A letter was received from the Secretary of the Wellington Education Board, advising the 
Committee to call tenders for fencing the Infants school. The Chairman thought that it the 
contractor who had done all the work put in a price, they could submit it to the Board for 
approval. Mr Daniell said he understood that tenders were required. Mr Williams moved that  
Mr Daniell be asked to specify the work, and to give a price, as he had the contract for the 
erection of  the school in hand, Mr Feist seconded the motion, which was carried.  
Report. 
The headmaster's report was read, showing the average attendance at the  main school to be   
508, with 601 scholars  on the roll, \ 
Miss Keeling’s report was also received stating everything to be working satisfactorily at the 
infant school, and the average attendance 84, with 104 names on the roll.  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed : for payment: H. Beale, 7s 6d; J Watt, 
16s 6d, R. T. Holmes, £6 7s 4d.  
General Business, The Inspector's report was laid on the table, A report by Messrs Feist and 
Beard was submitted, recommending the reduction of expenditure on certain items, whereby 
a saving could be effected of £20 per annum.  
The Secretary was  instructed to write to the Education Board, asking if Inspector Lee's report 
on the overcrowding of the class-room, at the main school, was being dealt with.  
Mr Beard moved and Mr Daniell Seconded, "That the Committee  view with pleasure the 
satisfactory report of the Inspector and congratulates the teaching staff on the continued 
efficiency of the school." The motion was carried unanimously,  
Mr  W. H. Jackson returning thanks on behalf of the teachers. .  
VISITING MEMBER. Mr Joseph Williams was appointed visiting member for the present 
mouth, No other business coming forward, the meeting adjourned. 
15th November 1892 The mortal remains of Mr Richard Brown's daughter, Ethel Maud, were 
placed in their last resting place yesterday afternoon, The funeral procession was of unusual 
length, all the children of the Infants' School attending and carrying floral tributes to the 
memory of their respected teacher, The coffin, covered with beautiful wreaths sent by friends 
from all parts, was deposited in St. Matthew's Church, while a full choral service was 
conducted by the Rev, W. E. Paige, So many friends and sympathisers were present that 
many were unable to get into, the Church 
892/4838 Brown Ethel Maud 16Y 
30th November 1892 Wellington Education Board Miss Harvey, pupil teacher Masterton 
School ; appointed 
The  Masterton School Committee forwarded an estimate for urgent repairs required to the  
main school, and the Board directed that the work should be done by the carpenter. The 
question of making' provision for Standard 1. was left in abeyance. The  tender of C. E. 
Daniells was accepted  for fencing in the site of the now school 
16th December 1892 the usual monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee lapsed 
last night for want of a quorum. The members present wore Messrs B, Feist, Z. M. Hoar, and  
W M. Easthope. The latter gentleman suggests that holding the meeting on the same day as 
the weekly half holiday as against members turning up. 
 



1892	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
25th January School reopened with a good attendance and a full staff 
 I found on inspecting the premises that one or two panes had been broken and also the lattice 
work on the boys’ closet. On inquiry I find that Louis Shepherd wilfully smashed the lattice 
work. I have given him a severe punishment and his father has undertaken to repair the 
damage. The school cleaner has done his work thoroughly in the holiday 
28th Miss Johnston has been selected by the Board to fill the position of assistant at Kaiwarra  
29th I have received from the Secretary of the Wellington Education Board a telegram asking 
if Miss Johnston can take up her new duties from the 1st prox. And if Miss Watson would fill 
the post temporarily till Miss Johnston’s successor is appointed. 
Miss Watson declines and I have asked Miss Feist a former teacher on the staff of this school 
and she has consented to take duty 
1st February The Secretary has confirmed the arrangements I have made and Miss Johnston 
leaves today. Miss Feist taking her place 
Mr Gifford has been selected to fill the position of assistant at Clyde Quay and Mr Kay to 
succeed Mr Gifford as second assistant on the staff of this school 
2nd February The Committee met last night and confirmed the appointment of Mr Kay as 
second assistant and also Mr Beaglehole’s appointment as third assistant 
8th The Committee met again on Friday last the 5th and rescinded the resolution passed on the 
1st inst confirming Mr Beaglehole’s appointment and passed one asking the Board to appoint 
Mr Bunting to the position if he be considered to be qualified, otherwise- they- the 
committee- approved of Mr Beaglehole’s appointment 
10th Miss Feist has already got her class well in hand and is doing good work 
12th The attendance for the week has been very good. 501 Roll 581 
17th Mr De May visited the school. With the exception of  a short drill in club exercise with 
the upper girls no drill was taken, his instruction consisting of  a new formation in place of 
the one previously taught by him 
19th I have spent a large amount of time this week in the second standard room. Miss 
McGregor has a big class and at times seems to lose confidence in herself and in her power to 
control them 
After a little assistance and encouragement, she seems inspired with fresh vigour 
22nd I have reopened the school library for the use of the children having added over a 
hundred new books 
28th Mr Gifford second master resigned today and also Miss Feist Temporary assistant 
mistress 
1st March Have placed Miss Reimenschnieder in charge of the 5th Standard girls ‘class nee 
Mr Gifford and Miss Munro- who has been appointed assistant mistress in charge of the 4th 
Standard girls class vice Miss Riemenschneider. Mr Bunting in charge of the 4th Boys class 
nee Miss Feist, Miss Sage to the 3rd Standard boy’s class vice Mr Bunting. Miss Bunting to 
the 3rd standard girls’ class vice Miss Sage. Miss Barron – from the side school in charge of 
the 1st Standard vice Miss Monro and MI’s Mackay (Probationer) in charge of P2 vice Miss 
Bunting 
All these changes have been made necessary owing to the four promotions which have taken 
place. 



4th I have fond the work this week exceedingly hard. Four of the teachers are entirely new to 
the work allotted to them, thus necessarily a great amount of supervision and direction 
9th For the last few days I have been kept very busy initiating the teachers into the new work 
11th All the classes have now settled down to steady work. The infant room is the only one 
about which I am seriously concerned. An infant mistress is badly needed as the task is 
beyond a pupil teacher 
17th St Patrick’s Day- a whole holiday 
18th The work of the infant room is not at all to my mind. Miss Barron is trying her best and I 
am spending a great amount of time in her room 
21st The week began today with stormy weather. Very poor attendance 
25th The attendance for the week has been very low owing to the weather 
30th The headmaster returned to his duties today after an absence of a week owing to serious 
domestic illness 
4th April Miss Keen- pupil teacher from the infant school commenced duties at this school I 
have placed her to the P2 class 
8th With the chairman’s permission I have arranged for a pottery lesson to begin in the school 
on Tuesday next the 12th 
11th School opened with only a fair attendance this (Monday) morning in spite of the efforts 
of the staff in looking up absentees by notes and notices 
12th The pottery lesson took place and was well patronised by the children The demonstration 
was well given 
20th Returned after the Easter holidays with a fair attendance 
The headmaster was away for three days pervious to the holiday having been summoned to 
Wellington on account of domestic illness 
22nd A half holiday was given this afternoon on account of the visit of Wirth’s circus. I found 
this course was necessary as more than half the children were going to the performance 
which £1 for admission 
25th School opened this morning with a better attendance 
26th The new Committee consists of Messrs Feist, Beard, Daniells, Easthope, Heron, Hoar, 
Galloway, Pragnell 
29th The last day of this week has been very wet and cold. The attendance has consequently 
been very low 
3rd May Examined Standard II today. I find Miss McGregor has done very good work, the 
arithmetic being very satisfactory, The weak subjects are reading and writing. The discipline 
is not strong 
4th Mr Fleming visited the school this afternoon 
5th Received two blackboards and an easel from the Secretary of the Education Board also six 
forms for infant room 
9th I have completed the examination of the Standard III today. In the case of the boys (Miss 
Sage) I find the weak subjects are reading and arithmetic- the latter being very weak. The 
girls are, on the whole more forward than het boys. The weak subjects with the girls are 
arithmetic- which is very weak- and grammar. Their reading is good 
25th Holiday yesterday 
30th Miss Munro BSENT THROUGH ILLNESS 



13TH June Miss Munro returned to her duties today. I have taken the class for the fortnight. I 
find them weak in arithmetic and backward in grammar 
16th At the meeting of the School Committee last night £5 was voted to me with which to 
purchase maps and charts 
21st Have purchased a set of Bacon’s Drawing Charts and have put them into use 
22nd I “paid a surprise visit to the school today and found the work going on very 
satisfactorily indeed. Mr Jackson has promised to enter the inspection report when received. 
T R Fleming 
30th Closed school for the winter holiday tomorrow (Friday) having been granted as a holiday 
to enable teachers to attend the conversazione in Wellington 
18th July Reopened school with a good attendance and a full staff. Admitted 21 new children 
six being from the infant side school. The later were all eight years old but only one was fit to 
place in the first standard 
22nd The attendance has been good for the week All the classes have settled down to steady 
work after het holidays. I have carefully examined the classes in the infant room this week 
and am well satisfied with the work especially with that of P1 under Miss Keen 
25th This week has opened with very stormy weather. The attendance is extremely bad 
1st August Attendance good.  Have spent 14 days in Standard II room Miss McGregor is 
working hard and the results are satisfactory,  but she is weak in handling the class She has 
not sufficient confidence in her own powers 
4th August Completed examinations of Standard II The girls were strong strong all round. The 
boys are weak in reading and in spelling. Have directed Miss Sage’s attention to these 
subjects 
5th Have recommended giving Military drill to the cadets for the last hour on Friday 
afternoons 
9th The Cadet corps was inspected today by Colonel Fox commander of the NZ forces and 
Lieut Colonel Newell 
11th Have received from the Education Board a box of samples illustrating the manufacture of 
Cadbury’s Cocoa and also a book on the subject Have applied for the numbers of papers for 
the drawing examinations 
Freehand 70 geometry 50 Modelling 6  ? 60 
13th Have given several lessons in Miss Riemenschneider room in grammar and in reading. 
Both subjects are handled in a very mechanical manner by her 
INSPECTION REPORTY 
June 22nd, 1892 
Changes in the teaching staff have affected the school work but all teachers are now settled 
down to their work satisfactorily. In the standard 1 and Primer room 130 children were 
present under 3 teachers. Here the work is very satisfactory. Miss Barron (in charge) Miss 
Keen and Miss Smith all take great pains with the children and also Keep very good 
discipline. Standard 2 under Miss McGregor is a very large class but she is working very 
satisfactorily, and she promises to do very fair. 
Standard 3 is doing fair work under Miss Sage and Miss Bunting .In Standard 4 (Boys) Mr 
Bunting gave a very fair lesson on fractions, He is a very earnest in his work and has 
deserved his promotion. In Standard 4 (Girls) the work is new to the present teacher (Miss 



Munro), but she is very earnest and with a little more experience in standard work she should 
do fairly well 
Both classes in Standard 5 are very intelligently taught by Miss Reimenschnieder and Mr 
Kay. In Standard 6 (Mr Waite) the work is fair but the discipline here is not as good as in the 
other classes. In some classes I found the children writing with very short pencils and in one 
or two others a little more attention should be laid to position during a writing lesson 
Mr Jackson’s management is very satisfactory. His metheds are good. His discipline is 
excellent 
T R Fleming 
18th August The school was visited today by Mr Lee Inspector of Schools 
22nd A football match was played on Saturday on the park oval between teams representing 
the town schools and Country ones. The visitors were entertained at luncheon by our boys 
after the contest 
31st Very good collective lessons are now being given as extension lessons by three teachers 
in the infant room. The attendance in the room today is 180 
5th September Examined Standard II today Very good work is now being done in all subjects. 
Miss McGregor has improved in teaching skills. 
6th Miss McGregor gave a very good object lesson today With a little more confidence in 
herself and a greater degree of firmness in handling her class she will develop into a very 
strong teacher 
7th Mr De May spent the day in drilling the children. His new work consisted of marching 
and pole drill with the upper girls 
8th Mr de May spent the afternoon in drilling the classes omitted yesterday 
9th Examined Standard III boys. Very poor work in being done in this class. The teacher does 
not seem capable of rising to the occasion. I have pointed out about remedying them. I am 
afraid the situation of the windows has a great deal to do with their bad writing, for during the 
whole  afternoon the sun is shining directing in the windows necessitating the venetian blinds 
being left down. The children have then to work in a very poor light and even that coming 
from behind them 
12th September School commences with a very good attendance this morning 513- Roll 600 
Examined Standard III girls today. Am very pleased with the steady improvement in their 
work. Grammar is the only weak subject. Miss Bunting has the class in well in hand 
26th September School opened this morning with a very poor attendance on account of the 
bad weather 
30th The attendance has been particularly good for the week considering the bad weather we 
have experiences 
7th October Completed paper work today and entered up schedule ready for the inspectors on 
Monday 
10th October Mr Lee and Mr Fleming commenced the annual examination today 
13th The examination concluded today the percentage of passes being 98 
18th The scholarship examination commenced this morning. School being carried on as usual 
19th The scholarship examination concluded this afternoon 
20th Miss Reimenschneider returned to school toady having been detained in Wellington by a 
slip on the railway line 



21st I rearranged the classes on Monday after the annual examination and I find as the end of 
the first week that things are settling down satisfactorily. My greatest anxiety is on account of 
the sixth standard  I have arranged to relieve Mr Waite of his science, part of his drawing and 
English in addition to taking his drill and singing 
27th Masterton Show- Show holiday 
28th Very poor attendance this (Friday) afternoon 
At my request Mrs Brunner and Miss Smith examined the sewing of the upper girls to award 
a prize given by Mr Dalrymple   and they report as follows Visited school October 26th 1892 
to judge the sewing for the awarding of prizes given by Mr Dalrymple Found all the sewing 
so good that it was only by going into every detail most carefully that the prize could fairly be 
given to any one girl above another. Found the knitting also very good. 
Prize gained by Blanche Perry 
Annie Peterson and Annie McPhee commended 
Constance S Brunner. J T Smith 
5th November Half holiday was granted for the Carterton Show. A meeting of the pupil 
teacher committee was held at Carterton. The candidates from this school were Nelly Harvey, 
Balfour Keen and Henry Wallis 
7th November One of the Wairarapa Scholarship bar has been awarded to Heathcoat Waite of 
this school  
Have received the examination report for the year 
“Excellent work was done in Standard 2, 4, 5. The general quality of the class work and 
instruction History by Mr Kay are much commended. Also the work of Miss 
Riemenschneider, Miss Munro and Miss McGregor was very creditable. Mr Jackson is an 
energetic and most efficient headmaster and the school fully maintains its reputation as being 
one of the very best schools The Upper class teachings however is too mechanical to be 
considered highly satisfactory 
Robert Lee T R Fleming. Inspectors 
9th November Prince of Wales birthday. Whole holiday 
11th Have commenced to take military drill with the 6th and 7th Standard boys. During the last 
hour on Friday afternoons 
14th Have commenced the week with a capital attendance today 
15th Mr Waite has had over 80 present today. At present the class is in a poor state of 
discipline. I suspect he will lose a number of these who have passed Standard VI and VII 
This should reduce his class to a manageable size 
18th The attendance has been good the whole week and an excellent week’s work has been 
done 
23rd The news of the sudden death of Ethel Brown a pupil teacher at the infant side school 
created a feeling of sadness in the minds of both teachers and children today. Some of the 
older children who knew her as a companion seem very much affected 
24th Have arranged with the chairman to close school to allow teachers and children to follow 
the remains of the Late Ethel Brown 
25th November Lieut Colonel Newall inspected the cadet corps this afternoon and expressed 
himself pleased with progress the boys had made 
Mr E Tennyson Smith the temperance orator visited the school today 



30th The work of the month has been on the whole, very satisfactory. With the exception of 
the 2nd Standard boys and the VI standard all the classes ae now in good swing. I am pleased 
with the way Miss McGregor and Miss Munro have established themselves with their classes 
and taken hold of them 
The fifth standard is in excellent working form 
9th December Average for the week very low 
. A member of children is already anticipating the holiday 
15th School closed today- Thursday- for the Christmas vacation/. The annual examination of 
Pupil Teachers takes place tomorrow and Saturday 
The following children gained attendance certificates 
Standard 6- First Class Thomas Cullen, George Cullen, Alfred Butement, Edith King 
Second Class Violet Boddington (3) Ruth Burden (4) Annie Petersen (4) Eliza Ross (5) 
Standard 5 First Class William Smith, Kate Easthope, Margaret Kingdon 
Second Class Duncan Wilton (5) 
Standard 4 Second Class James Kingdon (2) Fred Holloway (5) Amy Pickering (3) Annie 
Cave (1) 
Standard 3 First class Charles Ayson 
Second Class Thomas Kilminster (2), William Heggie (4) Annie Geliotte (4)  
Standard 2 First Class Hugh Ayson 
Second Class William West (5) 
Standard 1 First Class Violet Hewitt 
Second Class Dora Christensen (4) 
P Class Second Class Roy York (4) 
 

1893 
1893 409 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £325 $58,880 
1893 409 Masterton Waite William   Assistant Master £220 $39,857 
1893 409 Masterton Kay John  Assistant Master £150 $27,176 
1893 409 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $18,117 
1893 409 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £80 $14,494 
1893 409 Masterton McGregor Lois  Female Pupil Teacher £70 $12,682 
1893 409 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,059 
1893 409 Masterton Kean Annie  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,247 
1893 409 Masterton Sage Agnes  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,247 
1893 409 Masterton Johnston William  Male Pupil Teacher £35 $6,341 
1893 409 Masterton Kean Helen  Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,529 
1893 409 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,529 

1893 60 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £115 $20,835 

1893 60 
Masterton 
Infants Arnold Nellie  

Female Pupil Teacher £15 $2,718 

1893 60 
Masterton 
Infants Harvey Harriet   

Female Pupil Teacher £15 $2,718 



20th January 1893 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee again 
lapsed last evening for want of a quorum. The members present were Messrs Feist, Daniell 
and Galloway, Such a tiling as a meeting lapsing for want of a quorum under the old Act 
never occurred because three members were then sufficient, but five are now required to be 
present. Fortunately no business of any importance in connection with the  schools is 
requiring attention. 
28th January 1893 This district has never been very Strongly represented on the Education 
Board, as country residents are, as a rule, unwilling to be nominated, No Masterton resident 
has ever sat on the Board, and yet a town of this size has an undoubted claim to a position on 
a body of this kind. If the Masterton School Committee were to put in the claim by 
nominating their present Chairman for one of the present vacancies, it would perhaps call 
attention to the fact that the Wairarapa North needed a direct representative. Mr Feist, if he 
consented to a nomination, might or might not be returned on a first candidature, but he 
would certainly receive a considerable measure of support, and probably many School 
Committees in this neighbourhood would be thankful to see him come forward, 
17th February 1893 The Masterton School Committee has changed its night of meeting from 
Thursday to Tuesday. 
17th February 1893 Monthly Meeting. The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening, there being present Messrs R. M Galloway (in the chair), 
Z. M, Hoar, W. G. Beard, W. Easthope, J. Williams and W, Pragnell MINUTES. The minutes 
of the last regular meeting were  read and confirmed, TREASURER’S REPORT. The 
Treasurer’s report showed a credit balance at date of £5 8s 5d.  In addition the sum of  £20, 
being half the grant of the Town Lands Trust, has yet to come in,  
Correspondence. From the Secretary of the Education Board stating that the Board's carpenter 
would shortly visit the Wairarapa and see to the  repairs required at the Main School, 
Masterton,  
EDUCATION BOABD VACANCIES Mr Beard moved that Mr Feist having withdrawn his 
name from nomination, the Committee record its vote for Messrs Buchanan, Fraser and 
McCardle for the vacant seats on the Education Board, Mr Pragnell seconded and the motion 
was carried, 
SCHOOL, CLEANING. M. J, Symes, the school cleaner, tendered his resignation, It was 
decided to accept the same and to cull tenders for the position.  
HEAD TEACHER'S REPORT, Mr W. H. Jackson reported for the past month, as follows 
Number of children on the roll, 598; average attendance, 483; percentage of attendance, 81. 
The  school was opened on the 24th ultimo with a rather poor attendance; several children 
being given an extra week's holiday by their parents. The attendance is now good. The school 
windows required mending, and the sashes repairing. With the consent of the Committee it 
was proposed to give  the children a half holiday on Thursday next, on the occasion of the 
Wairarapa   A.A,(Amateur Athletics) and Cycling Club’s Sports. It was decided to grant the 
half holiday. 
 SCHOOL REPAIRS. A discussion as to putting in a pane of glass at the Committee's 
expense  ensued. Mr Beard strongly opposed the expenditure of their funds on any repairs to 
the school. It was time to assert themselves. He would move that the  Committee expend 
nothing more on repairs to the school building. Mr Easthope  seconded and the motion watt 
carried.  



INFANTS SCHOOL REPORT, Miss Keeling reported that over twenty new pupils had been 
admitted since opening the new school. The average attendance  for the month had been 81 
with 107 on the roll, Two chairs and other articles were required. It was decided that the 
Secretary get a list of articles necessary for the. Infant's School from the Head Teacher and 
forward the same to the Board. 
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts wore passed for payment:-J. Bradford, 8s; B. T, 
Holmes, ,£2 2s 9d; Wairarapa Farmers' Co-operative Association, 18s 2d; R E Hornblow, 
14s; W. Dougall, 13s 6d.  
BLACK LIST,  A number of cases of irregularity in attendance were dealt with. MEETINGS. 
Mr Galloway moved and Mr Hoar seconded that the regular night of meeting be altered from 
Thursday to Tuesday evening.—Carried. 
February All words 
4th February 1893 Miss K. Walton, who gained a scholarship at the  Masterton school in 1891 
is ono of the successful candidates in the Matriculation Examination of the Now Zealand 
University. 
9th February Pupil Teacher’s Examination 
5th Year Ella Barron (Commended) Masterton 
3rd Year Wm, Johnson Masterton Infant’s Margaret Smith Masterton  
1st Year Harriet Harvey Masterton Infants  
23rd February 1893 Wellington Education Board The resignations of Ella Barron, pupil 
teacher at Masterton School, and, assistant teacher at Masterton School, were accepted. The 
transfer of Helen Kean from the  Mauriceville School to the Masterton School was agreed to,  
the  Masterton Committee to be informed  that Mr Johnston was to be transferred from the 
infant school to the  main school, Miss Kean to take  his place.  
 
11th July 1893 Wanganui Herald Kingdon- Riemenschneider On 1st July, at St. Clement's 
Church, Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales, by the Rev. A. E. Bellingham, M.A., 
Thomas Medland, eldest son of the late Paul Kingdon, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Exeter, 
England, to Emma Eleonora, second daughter of the late Rev. J. F. Riemenschneider, Otago, 
New Zealand, and grand-daughter of the late Rev. William Woon, Wanganui. Taranaki, 
Nelson, Greymouth, Hokitika, and Otago papers please copy. 
 
 
 1925/10629 Kingdon Emma Eleanore 67Y 

1935/18374 Kingdon Thomas Medland 76 
Born on 1859 to Paul Kingdon and Rachael Ellen Parker. Thomas Medland 
Kingdon married Emma Eleanor Reimenschneider and had 1 child. 

1895/11231 Kingdon Paul Kent Emma Eleanora Thomas Medland 

There is very little information on line about  this family  

3rd August 1935 EX-SOLDIER DEAD IN TENT. Found dead in his tent near the 
Hobsonville air base, an elderly returned soldier, Mr. Thomas Medland  Kingdon was 
brought to Auckland last evening. Some acquaintances, fearing for Ms safety, as he had not 



been seen since Thursday, had called and found his body on his bed in the tent in which he 
had lived alone for a number of years. The police at Henderson were notified. 

17th March 1893 Wellington Education Board An assistant teacher is required for the 
Masterton School Salary £70 
22nd March 1893 The  Masterton School Committee has again altered its regular night of 
meeting to the  third Monday in each month. 
At the end of this mouth Miss Reimenschneider and Miss Barron cease to be on the teaching  
staff of the Masterton School. Mr Jackson in his report speaks very highly of both teachers 
and regrets losing their services 
22nd March 1893 The  regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
last evening, there being present Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), R. M Galloway, Z, M, Hoar, W, 
Easthope, C. E. Daniell and W. Pragnell.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. THE Treasurer's report showed a credit balance at date of £14 
13s.  
CORRESPONDENCE was received from the Secretary to the Education Board re application 
for furniture for the new Infant  School, stating that the Board could not go to any further 
expense, and pointing out that the furniture from the  old school should to used.  
The Secretary explained that he had since written to the Board informing them that the chairs 
used in the old school belonged to the Wesleyans, Mr Dorset had since written to say that as 
that was the case, chairs would be sent.  
SCHOOL CLEANERS. The  tender of J, Symes at 25s per month was accepted. MEETING 
NIGHT. Mr W. G. Beard wrote, stating that he was unable to attend meetings of the 
Committee on Tuesdays, and asking that the night be changed, After discussion it was 
resolved to alter the night of meeting to the third Monday in each month 
REPORTS. The  head teacher reported the average attendance to be 478 with 600 on the roll, 
being an average of 70%.  
Miss Keeling reported an average attendance  of 82 with 106 on the roll. It was decided to 
receive Miss Reimenschneider’s  resignation with regret and the  Committee expressed their 
therough satisfaction win the manner in which she has discharge d her duties during her term 
of office. The Secretary was instructed to call for tenders for the  supply of seven cords of 
two foot maire firewood. 
17th April 1893 Nominations for the Masterton School Committee will be received up till 8 
o'clock this evening by the Chairman of the present Committee, at Mr Sellar’s office- 
18th April 1893 Monthly Meeting. The usual monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening there being present —Messrs E. Feist (Chairman) Z. M. 
Hour, W.G. Beard. W. M. Easthope, W. Pragnell, and C. E. Daniell 
MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, 
TREASURER'S REPORT; The Treasurer (Mr W. Sellar) reported a credit balance at date of 
£8 1s 5d  
CORRESPONDENCE. From the secretary of the Wellington Education Board, stating that 
the question of an additional classroom for the  Masterton School will be considered at the 
next meeting of the Board.  



From same informing the Committee that Lois McGregor has been appointed assistant 
teacher by the Board and asking the Committee to confirm the appointment.  
From same stating all School Committee accounts would needed to be audited  
NEW TEACHER. Mr Daniell proposed and Mr Feist seconded that the appointment of Miss 
Lois McGregor be confirmed.  
Mr Beard moved as an amendment that Miss McGregor's appointment be not confirmed until 
the committee be informed what steps are to be taken with regard to Miss Munro's position at 
the school.  
Mr Easthope seconded. He thought the committee should be consulted,  
Mr Daniell thought they only had to deal with the appointment of a new teacher. Miss Munro 
was already on the staff.  
Mr Feist regretted that there should be any division on the matter, because they naturally 
assumed that Miss Munro had been promoted 
Mr Beard said his only reason for moving the amendment was that he considered the  
Committee should be consulted as to the exact position of all teachers appointed,  
Mr Daniell said he understood they were not supposed to enquire into the qualifications of 
teachers, but merely into their moral character. On a division being taken the  amendment 
was lost and the motion carried.  
Mr Easthope moved that the Committee draw the Board's attention to the fact that the 
Committee had not been consulted regarding the appointment of all the teachers. The motion 
was not  seconded.  
REPORTS, The report of the Head Teacher was read, showing the number of children on the 
roll to be 598 with an average attendance of 488.  
The report of Miss L. Keeling stated 100 children  were on the roll at the Infants School with 
an average attendance of 88.  
RESOLUTIONS, It was resolved to accept the  lowest tender (Mr W. Pragnell's) for the 
supply of firewood. 
25th April 1893 Annual Meeting holders, - About thirty householders assembled in the 
Masterton Main School last evening for the purpose of electing a new School Committee. Mr 
Edwin Feist was elected Chairman of the meeting, The Committee’s report was read and also 
the balance sheet, The Chairman said, in moving the adoption, he had one or two remarks to 
make, He was  pleased to see a few more present than at the last election, but still they were 
not a large crowd, He took this rather as a compliment, as showing that the householders 
were satisfied with the Committee's administration, He was pleased to stats that they wore in 
perfect harmony with the Board and with the teachers. They were proud of their teachers, Mr 
Jackson and the others, having done good work during the year. One of the papers had said " 
that the Committee had nothing to do and had done it well," He did not think this was the 
case, A strenuous effort had been made to curtail expenditure and amongst other things 
they*l?d decided not to publish the balance sheet this year, thus saving £2, that having been 
the cost of previous occasions. .This was simply a step in the  direction   of economy, and he 
did not think the householders would complain about it. They had also made representation to 
the Education Board re important repairs and alteration to the schools, which be had every 
reason to behove, would be carried out. He did not think it was necessary to say any more on 
the  motion. Mr James Russell that the motion be adopted was carried. 



The Chairman said the next business was the election of a Committee, He was open to 
receive nomination, the following candidates were nominated W G Beard, W M Easthope. E 
Feist, Z.  M. Hoar, W, Pragnell, J R Graham, C E Daniell, T. Wagg, J. Russell and W. 
Morris.  
Messrs W. Lowes and H. E, Eton were appointed scrutineers.  
The result of the ballot was as follows W G Beard, 25 ;E. Feist, 25 : J R Graham . 25 C.E. 
Daniell 25, T Wagg 25, Z .M. Hoar, 24, W. Pragnell, 20; W. Morris, 12; W. M Easthope, 19; 
Jas Russell, 8. 'The first nine were duly elected. 
THE NEW COMMITTEE. The new Committee met after the public meeting and again re 
elected Mr E Feist as chairman 
It was decided to hold the meetings on the third Monday in each month.  
Mr W. G, Beard was appointed visiting member for the month, and the meeting closed.  
25th April Wairarapa Daily Times: The statement made by the Chairman of the Masterton 
School Committee last evening that two pounds were saved by I the non-publication of the 
balance-sheet was incorrect. Prior to the meeting we were asked if we would publish the 
statement for a nominal sum, and at once complied with the request as we felt that in the 
interests of the public the information ought to be given, A few shillings were no doubt saved 
by holding the annual meeting at Kuripuni, and credit must be acceded to the Committee on 
this score. In our present issue we reproduce the statement of accounts pro om publico, 
gratuitously, 
26th April 1893 The annual election of a School Committee for Masterton this week 
presented a Striking contrast to its predecessors a few years ago. Then householders came by 
hundreds where now they assemble by tens, then the town was excited by the event, whereas 
now it takes it with almost indifference. Party feeling in former days made the election day 
one to be remembered, »now party has died out as far as school matters are concerned, and it 
is as well that for a time this should be the case. A trustworthy committee has creditably 
administered the affairs of the school for  the past year. Equilibrium has been restored in its 
finances, and we would especially congratulate the Committee on its achievement in living 
within its income. There has always been, and there still exist scandals in connection with 
small local bodies in this town, which carelessly plunged into debt and fail to meet their 
engagements. We have always protested against this discreditable tendency, and it is a 
satisfaction to us to notice that the School Committee can now meet its enemies at the gate 
with a clean balance sheet. It is equally satisfactory to notice from the Chairman's address 
that harmonious relations subsist between the Board, the Committee, and the teaching staff. 
Happy is the nation which has no history, and equally happy is the school which gives a 
colourless report in its annual record. Of course a time may come when things may go too 
smoothly and harmoniously and  it may be necessary to again disturb the serenity which now 
characterises school interests. For the present, with a competent Committee, an extremely 
able headmaster, an excellent staff, and a competent Board, the right policy is to let well 
atone. In the past, on more than odd occasion, we have felt it our duty to challenge the 
administration of the local Committee. On the present occasion, it is a much more agreeable 
task for us to recognise that criticism is practically superfluous, and that honest 
congratulations may be substituted  for it. The Masterton School Committee, as representing 
the largest establishment in the Wairarapa, has set a good example to the numerous other 
'Committees in the district. We would further like to see  all Wairarapa Committees working 



harmoniously together and if some day a Conference of all the Chairman of Committees 
within the district could be held to discuss  common interests a great advantage might be 
gained in the local administration of the Education Act,  If such a Conference could be 
brought about, the initiatory step would have to be taken by the  Masterton Committee, and 
we venture to respectfully suggest it to this body as a matter worthy of serious consideration. 
16th May 1893 Monthly Meeting. The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held on Monday evening, there being present-Messrs E, feist (Chairman), 
Wagg, Easthope, Pragnell, Hoar, Morris and Graham.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. treasurer's report, 
The Treasurer reported that the capitation received for the quarter was £20 expenditure £5 
19s 6s leaving a credit balance of £17 1s 11d. GENERAL. The Chairman reported that the 
Board had decided to refer the  Committees application for a new class room to the Inspector. 
REPORTS. The Head Teacher reported as follows: —Number of scholars on roll 602 average 
attendance 458; percentage 81. The Board's Carpenter commenced (he repairs on the 25th ult. 
and finished on the 8th  instant.  
The Mistress of the infant's school reported that the number of children on the roll was 105, 
with an average attendance of 89. Padlocks had been placed on the gates by Mr Byford, and 
permission had been granted to put his horse in the paddock on Thursday; and Sunday 
evenings.  
ACCOUNTS, The following accounts were passed for payment: W, Pragnell, £6 18s 3d; 
Hounslow 4s Hoar, £l,  
ABSENTEES. A list of Absentees was read and the Committee decided to send the usual 
notices. This concluded the business, 
6th May 1893 Masterton Town Lands Trust SCHOOL FOOTBALL, GROUND. From Mr W, 
H. Jackson asking ' the Trustees not to let the paddock next to the Main School, as he wishes 
to secure it for a football ground for the schoolboys, at a nominal rental.  At present there was 
no ground available for them, He would be willing to give up possession if a permanent 
tenant were obtained. Mr Feist proposed that Mr Jackson's request be granted at a nominal 
rental of 10s per annum. ' The Clerk pointed out that the rates were £2 12s 6d.  
Mr Feist said he was willing to alter his motion to 20 shillings per annum. 
The Chairman said it would be better to allow Mr Jackson to use the ground without any 
permanent right for nothing, provided he kept the fences in repair., 
Mr Feist said he was willing to withdraw his motion in favour of the Chairman's suggestion. 
This course was adopted  
20th June 1893 Monthly Meeting. The usual monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening, there being present, Messrs E. Feist (chairman), W, Beard, 
Z, Hoar, W. Easthope, John R, Graham, W. Pragnell, W. Morris, and T. Wagg.  
MINUTES . The minutes of the last were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER’S REPORT  The treasurer’s Report showed a credit balance at date of £8 19s 
8d, 
CORRESPONDENCE. A letter was received from the  Education Board, Stating that tenders 
will be called for an additional room at the main school during next  month.  
MAIN SOUOOL REPORT. The Head-master reported that 594 children are now on the roll 
with an  average attendance of 469. The attendance of the 25th and 26th ultimo, was the 
lowest recorded for a very long time past, to bad weather, otherwise the average for the 



month would have been a high one. A circular had been received from the Ballance Memorial 
Fund  Committee requesting that penny subscription be collected from the children  towards 
the fund. Mr W.C, Woodnorth had also given a lesson in glass-blowing by permission of the 
Chairman, and had offered to give an .evening., entertainment, sharing proceeds with the 
school, if the Committee would provide an hall. Mats were required for school  use.  
The Chairman said he should an expression of opinion from the Committee in reference to 
the Balance  subscription list.  
Mr Beard proposed that the matter; be not brought before the school children. It was a matter 
for parents, 
Mr Feist seconded the motion. Carried  
The question of procuring mats was  left in the hands of the visiting member.  
The Chairman moved that steps be taken to secure a hall for Mr Woodnorth's exhibition. It 
was an instructive entertainment.  
Mr Beard said that he did not think the School Committee should sanction this sort of thing. 
Certainly glass-blowing was all instructive entertainment, but if one thing of the sort was 
countenanced the Committee would be called upon to allow other entertainments  which 
might result in no good,  
The Headmaster pointed out that the School would receive half the proceeds which would 
amount probably to three or four pounds. Other schools had permitted it,  
Mr Beard said the Committee was not in a state of bankruptcy and he did not agree with this 
mode of raising funds, The motion was put and carried.  
INFANTS SCHOOL, Miss Keeling reported that the attendance during the past month has 
been good, until last week, when many of the children were absent owing to the prevalence of 
severe colds. the number of children now on the roll is 104; and the average attendance, for 
the month 82, Certain hollow places  in the playground require filling. A discussion ensued 
on the planting of trees at the Infant school.  
Mr Easthope suggested the planting of laurels only, all along the fence. They would form a 
considerable shelter, He was satisfied they would be the best shrubs to plant.  
The Chairman said it was a question of ways and means.  
Mr Easthope thought the cost would be about £8, without labor. 
 Mr Beard, while agreeing with Mr Easthope in the main, did not think they should confine 
themselves to laurels. 
The Chairman suggested that shrubs be given,  
Mr Beard proposed that a Committee consisting of the Chairman, the mover, and Mr 
Easthope be appointed to deal with the matter, with power to act, -Mr Feist seconded and the 
motion was carried.  
ESTIMATES. The estimated receipts and expenditure for the current year was read by the 
Secretary.  
Mr Easthope  moved that Mr Beard and himself wait on the Town Lands Trust with reference 
to the usual grant.-Seconded by Mr Morris.  
Mr Beard said he would like the motion to go further and would suggest that also urge the 
advisability of setting aside a certain sum for a scholarship, The motion as amended was 
carried,  
ACCOUNTS, An account from R, E. Hornblow  for £l 3s was passed for payment.  



TOWN LANDS TRUST GRANT. Mr Beard proposed, and Mr Wagg seconded, that the sum 
of £50 be applied for as a grant from the Town Lands Trust. 
Mr Beard said that they had to recollect they were asking for £50, and also that a sum be set 
aside for a scholarship. His idea was that there should be no distinction of persons, and his 
feeling was that the Town Lands Trust should give a special scholarship irrespective of the 
position of parents. After considerable discussion the motion was carried,  
ABSENTEE LIST. The absentee list dealt with, and the meeting adjourned, 
8th July 1893 Town Lands Trust DEPUTATIONS, Messrs W G. Beard and Easthope waited 
on the Trust as a delegation, in support of-the application of the Masterton School Committee 
for a grant of £50 and the setting apart of a scholarship fund. Mr Beard said they had come 
with the two-fold object of, applying for a grant of L50, and also to urge upon the Trust the 
advisability of setting aside a fund for a scholarship. The; estimate presented showed that the 
School Committee  had cut down expenses as much as possible, The grant of the Town Lands 
Trust had from year to year enabled the Masterton School to obtain certain advantages  over 
other schools which had.no Trust Lauds to appeal to, and had enabled the children to obtain 
greater educational facilities, The other matter was the question of a scholarship fund. The 
deputation recognised that the Town Lands Trust had- the entire management of the funds 
and did not in any way wish to dictate. The School Committee merely approached to ask 
assistance for a. scholarship which would tend to raise the standard of competition in their 
schools, and to enable Masterton to afford a higher class of education than could be obtained 
at other schools less fortunately situated. He looked upon the creation of a scholarship fund as 
a step in the right direction, which would ultimately prove of great benefit, the deputation 
came merely to  make a suggestion, and not with the idea of interfering in any way with the 
business of the Trust. They simply came as a deputation to urge what they thought" would be 
a good thing for the, school and for Masterton.-………. 
17th July 1893 Half Back" in the Pahiatua Herald writes:—The  match between the combined 
Eketahuna and Pahiatua schools and the  Masterton school, which was to have been played at 
Eketahuna on Thursday did not come off, the Masterton boys not putting in an appearance, I 
think it rather a shady trick on the part of the one in charge of the Masterton boys in not 
letting the local players know in time to stop them journeying to Eketahuna  
18th July 1893 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Monthly Meeting. The monthly meeting of the above was hold last night. Present—Messrs K 
Feist (Chairman), W. M, Easthope, C.E. Daniell, W. Pragnell,  W. Morris, T. Wagg and W. 
G. Beard. An apology was received from Mr .Graham.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a debit 
balance of £5 6s 1d .  
Correspondence was received from the Education Board, stating that it could not accede  to 
the request of the Committee asking it to bear the expense of planting trees, as the Board web 
short of funds, A circular was read from the Department of Agriculture ro Arbor Day, and 
alter discussion it was resolved that a subcommittee be appointed consisting of Messrs Beard, 
Easthope and Feist, to arrange for planting trees and shrubs at the School. The Secretary was 
instructed to ascertain if any shrubs would be available from the Botanical Gardens, 
Wellington. Mr Beard signified his intention of giving some shrubs, and the Committee 
hoped oilier residents would assist in a similar manner. A circular was read from the 
Education Board inquiring whether the School Buildings were being used before or after 



School hours by Clergymen for giving religious instructions,— The Secretary was instructed 
to reply that the Schools were not at present boing used for the purpose The Town Lands 
Trustees wrote notifying the committee that the application for £50 has been granted.  
The head master, Mr Jackson, reported that the Main School opened after midwinter holidays 
with a fair compliment of scholars; there did not appear to be any scare on account of measles 
Miss Keeling also reported a fair attendance  at the opening.  
Mr E. Feist was appointed visiting . member, and the meeting closed, 
19th July 1893 Mr Jackson, the head-master of the  Masterton School, writes stating that  the 
boys under his charge had no intention of playing the Bush  schools last week, and cannot 
understand how the report came to be circulated in Pahiatua, or by whom the match was 
arranged. Perhaps " Half Back" will explain 
24th July 1893 The Masterton School won their match  against Greytown on Saturday by 
seventeen points to nil. ' 
26th July 1893 The following explanation has been given by Halfback in the Pahiatua Herald, 
relative to the alleged engagement  of the Masterton school-boys to play the Bush reps, to 
which I referred last week;-."The following letter to the editor of the Herald has been handed 
to read” Sir: Your correspondent, ' Halfback ," should be a little more careful of his facts. No 
match had been arranged or even proposed between the Pahiatua and Eketahuna schools on 
the one hand and the  Masterton School on the other,' Evidently somebody has been hoaxed' -
I am, etc., W. H. Jackson, headmaster, Masterton School.".  
In reference to .this matter I say that a letter was received by the Pahiatua boys from one of 
the scholars at, the Eketahuna school stating that a match had been arranged with the 
Masterton boys, and asking, tbem.to send down a certain number of players. This was done, 
with the result before staled It is quite possible that the taking advantage of the fact that: it 
was holiday time, dispensed' with the trammels of constituted authority and arranged the 
match themselves : I do not for' a moment imagine that Mr Jackson was connected with the 
affair.; He takes too keen an interest in the outdoor reputation of his scholars to allow such, 
an occurrence as the one of which I complain. But beyond the facts stated neither the 
Pahiatua boys nor I know anything further." 
1st July 1893 Part of a long article from Lieut Colonel Fox headed Sensational Report on the 
Masterton rifle volunteers and School Cadets Speaking oi the  Masterton Cadet Corps, 
Colonel Fox says: "The arms were rusty and dirty, and I found that the cadets were 
practically undrilled. Captain Jackson, the  sole officer and practically only drill instructor, 
proved quite incapable. He informed me that be had not taken much interest in military  drill, 
which he had left to Sergt, Major Finn, who had only been able to instruct the boys five times 
times up to the time of my inspection this year, This of course is perfectly useless, the boys 
having quite forgotten what has been taught in one lesson before the next one comes off. 
Captain Jackson told me that there was a credit of £60 in the Bank, This money I consider 
belongs to the Government. 1 am of opinion that the corps should be disbanded and statement 
of accounts be called for and balance be taken over." 
22nd August Monthly Meeting,  The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening. Present Mr  E, Foist (chairman), W. G. Beard, W. Pragnell, 
C. E. Daniell, J. JR. Graham, and Z. M.Hoar. minutes. The minutes of the last meting ' were 
read and confirmed,' measurer's report. . The Treasurer's report, read to the'. meeting, showed 
a credit balance at v date of £9 9a 8d." ; : "' • v CORKESPONDENOE. The; Secretary to the 



Education Board wrote, statiDg that the Buard could not see its way to expond.anything on 
gravelling 'ihe grounds at, the bewltifarita'Bofaool....I s '}.. •The Custodian of the Wellington 
Botanical Gardens wrote, stating that, no trees could be'spared foVthe'Com-" njittee's rise. """ 
' '' ...A letter,-,was.--received frm* Mr Coleman "Phillips! ihformingjllPjomr _, mitteethat.he 
had forwarded several ornamental trees. ! :,.' ;",- reporis, !.[ n  MrFeist repoiftftd thaVthe 
Oonv.mittee to consider the question of tree planting' arid' repairs to the Infants' school 
ground had decided that there ..' was he funds available for ekpedditiire : on gravelling. .The 
trees and shrubs.  presented by Mr" Beird and;;Mr flple-"(;• man Phillips had beenplanffld!' 
Mr' ' Z. M. Hoar and some,of:theelder. ioholara.had largely 'assisted in'the. \»prk. "' .' .'.,/ ~ :';: 
; -; : , Mr W."G. Beard'bffered the! Committee a further supply of laurela, and Mr Danielt 
offered "the necessary tint-' bir required in planting arid'fencing them,—Both, offers were 
accepted, ; : Mr .Beard, moved that the Com. mittee's appreciation of the work dona by the 
boye and girls, in planting the grounds, be formally Recorded on the' minates. ... .'. ~,.;'. '.,: 
MAIH 80H00D. . . The. Head ; Teaoher report 581' names'. on the roll; with attendanoe of 
409." 7be low attendance was due to the • prevailing bad: weather and the measles epidemic' 
On the 4th August the boys of the fourth and fifth standards were organized into gangs, and 
under the teachers' direction trees, were planted and fenced. A visit of inspection had been 
paid to the school by Mr R. Lee, on the 11th, mat. A request had been received from the Rev. 
A. JB, Lytken, medical missionary and ex prisoner of' Siberia,, to be allowed to address the 
elder children, : Mr W. G. .Beard moved that no action be taken with regard to the proposed 
lecture by Mr Lytken, If they commenced this sort ;'of. thing there was no knowing where it 
would end. He thought they ought to make a rule not to encourage persons travelling about in 
this.way, ' Mr Feist seconded and the motion was carried.  
DRAWING EXAMINATION. Messrs Feist and Pragnell undertook the supervision of the 
annual drawing examination,  
MEASLES. Mr-Beard asked what communication Mr Jackson had received regarding the 
measles from the Education Board. . 
Mr Jackson explained that as the attendance was falling o(T through the the number of 
families' affectod,,.-h8 had written to the Board, the Secretary replying that he was not to 
send any children away on account of measles being in their homes, Mr Beard said it was 
aT&frWir for the parents, whose- children 'wore attending school, to decide, Mr Jackson said 
that until the Board had instructed him to send no children home, he had sent 'children; away 
in eta where measles was ia their homes. After further discussion the matter, was allowed to 
drop, no action being taken, 
ALTERATIONS. Mr Daniell moved and Mr Pragnell seconded that the Board's attention be 
called to the fact that plans are not yet prepared for the additions to the Masterton Main 
School—Carried, '  
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss L Keeling reported that the attendance at the Infant School during 
the month had been unusually low owing to measles and bad weather. For the same reasons 
probably, no new children had been admitted, With 96 on the roll the average attendance had  
been 67.  
ACCOUNTS, The following accounts were passed for payment :-W. Clement Cargill, 15s; J. 
Payton  k do. £ 16s Od; B, T. Holmes, £8 7s Od. '  
VISITINO MESIBEB. Mr J. R, Graham was appointed visiting member  and the meeting 
adjourned, . \_ 



30th August 1893 Wellington Education Board It was decided that  the Inspector should 
report upon the removal of large trees from the Masterton Main School ground 
19th September 1893 The Masterton School Committee will meet during the summer at 8 
p.m., instead 7.30 
The play ground at the Masterton, Infant' School is in a very  bad condition and has not been 
dry once since the beginning of winter 
A half-holiday is to be granted to the Masterton school children on Thursday next, to enable 
them to be present at the' opening of the boys Club 
The annual examination of the Masterton School will take place in about throe weeks time, 
and as many of the scholars are distressed at the prospect of being absent  on that occasion, 
Mr W. H. Jackson has intimated that all strong candidate?, who are ill with measles at the 
time of the examination, mil be placed in the next higher standard.  
M- de Mey has been instructing the scholars of the Masterton school, in drill since Friday 
last,  
25th October 1893 Wellington Education Board It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
McCardle, seconded by -Mr. Young, that Mr. Parker's singing classes for Wairarapa teachers 
should be held at Masterton once every four weeks, thus doing away with the necessity and 
expense  of teachers coming into town, as at present. 
A complaint received from Edward Smith, of Masterton, regarding the punishment of ins 
daughter by the schoolmistress, was referred to the Inspector for enquiry when he next visits 
Masterton. 
14th November 1893 Mr Robert Parker paid his first visit to Masterton under the auspices of 
the  Board of Education on Saturday last. A class of some 40 teachers assembled from 
different parts of the district for instruction in the tonic sol fa method of school singing. The 
lessons will be continued for the present on the second Saturday of each month. 

1893	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
24th Reopened school. Miss Munro absent being detained at Dunedin with influenza 
25th Miss Munro present today 
27th The attendance has been very poor for the week owing no doubt to the holiday on 
Monday 
Have admitted 48 new children during the week. Only 5 being sent up by Miss Keeling 
30th Commenced week with good attendance  
31st Since the holiday I have spent two or three hours at different times in giving the children 
of the Upper Standards an account of excursion from Wellington to Wellington via Auckland 
Sydney, Melbourne, The Sounds, Invercargill, Dunedin, and Lyttleton I found myself able to 
impart a good deal of useful and interesting information. The descriptions and narratives were 
received with such evident pleasure That I have requested these teachers who have travelled 
any distance form Masterton during the holidays to give descriptive lesson on the places 
visited 
3rd February Commenced sewing this afternoon after the holiday. Gave Mr Waite charge of 
the 4th Boys to enable Miss Munro to take 4th girls in sewing during the time I took Mr 
Waite’s Boys in Military Drill 



8th Robert Jones a child in the infant room received a knock from the swings this morning He 
was pushing the swing and stooped to pick up his hat. He received a bruise on his hand and a 
slight one on his head 
10th Sergeant Major Finn drilled cadets 
Pupil teacher’s examination results out. Miss Barron and Miss Smith have both passed. Miss 
Barron’s work is a gain commended. She has attained this distinction every year for the last 
three years 
16th Dismissed at 3 p.m. on account of the flower show. I have found that a holiday is not 
necessary on such occasions 
17th Mr de Mey visited. He took Standard II boys in Swedish Drill and Standard II Girls in 
club drill in the morning. In the afternoon he took the Standard III boys in Swedish Drill 
20th A squad of the cadets went to the butts for firing practice on Saturday the 18th 
21st Mr A W Hogg MHR and Mr Napier visited the school 
22nd Mr R Lee and Mr Turnbull architect visited the school to see what was required in the 
way of repairs and additions 
23rd Half holiday observed on account of the Athletic sports meeting 
24th Very bad weather today. Attendance below half I opened a subscription list on behalf of 
the Queensland relief fund and in three days I have collected from the children and staff £10. 
I have today forwarded the amount to the Mayor of Masterton  
3rd March Mr De May spent Friday afternoon at school inaugurating his new drill 
Miss Reimenschneider returned to school after an absence of four days on account of 
influenza 
8th Mr De Mey spent the whole day at school. I am pleased to notice that he handles the 
classes more efficiently and there is less waste of time with him 
9th Mrs Andrew’s the mother of Donald McLennan came to see me and complained that the 
boy had not been allowed to leave the room and that in consequence he was ill. On inquiry in 
the presence of the mother I find that the boy had not been refused on any occasion but that 
on the other hand he was in the habit of constantly asking for the purpose of getting outside to 
play 
24th Sergeant Major Finn took the cadets in drill. He handles the boys very efficiently 
28th As Miss Riemenschneider leaves on the 30th I have examined her class today. I find het 
spelling and arithmetic in a very forward state and the other subjects in a satisfactory 
condition. The reading is the subject requiring most special attention. The children as a whole 
tread fluently but far too fast to be expressive and intelligent. Too little attention is paid to the 
subject matter by the teacher 
29th Examined Standard 1 today in view of Miss Barron’s leaving tomorrow. The class has 
made satisfactory progress especially in arithmetic. The reading is the weakest subject and 
will need most attention at the hands of the new teacher. On the whole the class is in a sound 
state 
30th Closed school today for the Easter holiday 
After school in the presence of the children of the upper standards I presented Miss 
Reimenschneider with a marble timepiece on behalf of the children and staff 
Miss Riemenschneider and Miss Barron left today, the former being on the staff ten and a 
half years 



5th April reopened school with rather a poor attendance Mr W Johnston and Miss Helen Kean 
pupil teachers were sent to this school in place of Miss Reimenschneider and Miss Barron. I 
gave Mr Johnston the 2nd Standard Boys and Miss Kean PII- her sister’s class- while Miss 
Sage was give Standard II Girls in place of Miss McGregor who was transferred to standard 
IV girls 
10th Work is now going smoothly in the classes that have had change of teachers. Miss Kean 
has already made a good impression in the Infant room. She is less irritable than Miss Barron 
and more fitted for infant teaching. Mr Johnston has not yet got a grip of his class 
14th Allowed Mr Johnston to leave at 2.30 (Friday) afternoon to attend the drawing class in 
Wellington. I have given him permission for every other week. He will lose half of his school 
management lessons  
13th The appointment of Miss Munro to fill Miss Reimenschneider  and that of Miss 
McGregor’s to Miss Munro’s were confirmed by the Committee last night 
21st Mr A D Riley spent yesterday afternoon in school, and also this morning. He expressed 
himself as being thoroughly satisfied with the work that was being done in drawing 
25th Messrs Beard, Daniell, Feist, Graham, Wagg, Hoar, Morris, Pragnell and Easthope were 
elected School Committee for the ensuing year. The new members are Messrs Graham, Wagg 
and Morris 
The Board’s Carpenter started to do the school repairs today 
1st May Punished S Jago, R Dougherty and B Grace for truancy. The absented themselves to 
watch a pigeon match 
3rd May Examined Standard II Boys today.  The class is weak The reading and spelling are 
both in a backward condition. Miss Sage is not all successful with a class of boys and I have 
there taken the opportunity afforded by Miss MacGregor’s promotion of giving her a class of 
girls again 
8th Concluded the examination of Standard VI and VII The work as a whole is of very poor 
quality. There is no redeeming feature about it. Not even in spelling. The work of the seventh 
standard was better than that of the sixth a few in the former doing very satisfactory work 
9th The carpenter completed the school repairs. The work done consists of repairs to floors, 
refixing venetian blinds with new tapes and cords, fixing three new lower sashes to 
classrooms in South East angler of building making new steps at boys’ and Girls’ entrances, 
rehanging all sashes in old part of the building and repairing the roof. The whole has been 
done in a workman like manner and with greater dispatch than if performed by local 
tradesmen 
16th The annual meeting of Town Lands Trust Trustees took place last night and the chairman 
intimated that steps would be taken during the coming year to find a Town Lands Trust 
scholarship of £40 a year 
18th A Half holiday has been proclaimed today by the mayor on account of the Akura Races. 
I have not asked permission to close school as a school holiday for such an event is quite 
unnecessary 
19th Houston Boddington, Reginald Boddington and Bernard Holmwood left school at 
Playtime yesterday without permission to go to the races 
23rd Have changed the rooms of the 6th, 5th and 3rd Standard for the sake of the 6th Standard 
29th On Friday last (26th) Herbert Jones of the second standard placed 3/6 (3 shillings and 
sixpence) under his desk during lessons and on looking for it on going home he found it was 



not there. I have traced the theft to a little boy named Albert Holmes who had been sitting 
next to him. The facts elicited by me during the inquiry I have made show the boy to be under 
bad home influence and but for his very tender age I should with the committees’ 
concurrence dismiss him from the school. The mother received the money and spent it but 
promises to restore it the day after tomorrow. She says the boy did not tell her where he 
“found” it. 
1st June Miss Smith obtained leave of absence for this afternoon 
2nd Mr Holmes has not returned the stolen money 
5th Have arranged for a football match between Wairarapa Schools and Wellington Schools to 
be played at Island Bay 10th June 
6th School assembled at 9.30 the usual time of opening during the winter 
8th I intimated to Mrs Holmes that unless the stolen 3/6 was returned to me during the day I 
should place the matter in the hands of the sergeant of police. She has sent me 2/6 and 
promises to find the other shilling by Monday 
12th June On Friday last Mr Renall came to school and informed me that some school boys 
had pelted a large black swan the previous evening and had smashed its leg. He requested 
that I should make inquiry, and intimated that it was his full intention to prosecute them. I 
find that the boys who were guilty of this wanton cruelty are H Brown, J Brown,  L (?)  
Chisholm.  And T Flaws. In sending their names to Mr Renall I stated that they were all of 
tender age, and that I should regret to see them taken before the Magistrate and if he would 
refrain from taking police proceedings, I would give them a school punishment for the 
offence 
On Friday afternoon I accompanied the boys comprising the Wairarapa Schools’ 
representative team to WELLINGTON. They were entertained during their visit by the 
Wellington Boys 
13th Mrs Holmes has returned the whole of the stolen money. In sending it to the father of the 
boy from whom it was taken I took occasion to request him not to allow his little boy to bring 
money to school again. The boy had no pockets in which to place it, and a very great 
temptation was thus put in the way of his neighbours 
 
I have received letters from Mrs Brown and Mr Chisholm requesting me not to punish their 
boys for maiming Mr Renall’s swan  Both parents dispute my right to take cognisance of the 
matter. I have a plied to the Secretary of the Education Board for a ruling on het point under 
section 212 of Instructions to Teachers” in the Board’s regulations 
19th I have received a circular from the Balance memorial Fund Committee asking to solicit a 
penny subscription from the children. In accordance with the wish of the Committee I am not 
complying with the request 
20th The attendance  today has been excellent 
23rd Examined P1 and II classes. Promoted 7 from Primer 1 and 12 from PII 
26th Examined Standard 1 Miss Kean is doing good work There is an improvement in all 
subjects. The singing is a more prominent feature in the work of the room 
29th School closed today for the winter holidays. With the exception of today the attendance 
for the week has been unusually good This is to a great extent due to the fact of my 
examination 



17th July School reopened today Number present 462 This is very satisfactory considering 
that several cases of measles are in the district 
18th Sent home Gertrude King and Fidelis King as finding that a child of the family is ill with 
measles 
20th Sent home 2 Boddingtons, B Holmwood, Two Andrews on account of measles being in 
their family 
21st Have instructed all teachers to report to me instantly any children shewing signs of 
illness 
I sent two children home yesterday who looked ill and they have both developed measles 
today 
24th There was a slight falling off in the attendance today. This is due to measles. I am not 
allowing and children coming from a house in which measles are prevalent to attend school 
Miss Bunting absent with a severe cold 
26th Concluded Standard V examination. The results are all round, the worst I have had from 
any class under Mr Kay. The work of his class is as a rule particularly strong. The holiday 
may account dome portion of the falling off, but the main problem is undoubtedly due to the 
fact my examination discovered the weaknesses of the class 
27th The attendance is slowly lowering. I am doing my utmost to keep it up both by means of 
visits and inquiries 
Miss Bunting returned to school today after three days absence 
28th July Attendance for the week 441 against 496 for the week before the holiday, Have had 
a theusand absence notices printed 
1st August Completed examination of the Standards VI and VII The reading and spelling are 
the only strong subjects and they are but fairly on. The arithmetic and grammar need great 
attention especially the latte. The parsing and correction of sentences were both very badly 
done. Capital Scale drawing was done by the  boys and the geometry and model of the boys 
was also very fair, but the geometry of the girls was bad. I spent a good part of the day in 
going through the work with the class 
7th August School opened with a little better attendance. Several fresh cases of measles 
On Friday last- Arbor day- I arranged the boys of the two upper classes into gangs of four to 
dig holes & for tree planting 
11th August I visited the Masterton School today- a very wet one- The attendance  was small 
owing partly to the weather and partly to an epidemic of measles. The classes were in good 
order and under good discipline, all the teachers appearing appearing more or less  earnest 
and capable. Some of the furniture is getting the worse for wear although the most is made of 
it. From the explanations made by Mr Jackson I think Col- Free would have dignified his 
report on the drill if all the issues of the case had been considered. Om the whole the drill 
appears to remain full attention but the special work of the military drill for the boys had been 
delegated to Lieutenant Colonel Newall. I hope the cadet corps will not be disbarred. I am 
much pleased today with much of the instructions given in class work. The Board has 
assented to put up another classroom but I think it would be much better to have the work 
done in the Christmas vacation  I will send two artistic pictures for the school walls. Mr 
Jackson promising to frame them. I am pleased to find that the infant classroom work, the 
object lessons work, and the science teaching are all receiving the full attention of the school 



and developing as to educational usefulness. I have given a few hints to teachers in senior 
classroom 
Robert Lee Inspector 
18th The attendance for the week has been very low many fresh cases of measles being the 
main cause 
21st Finding that the attendance is considerably reduced by the absence of children who are 
away on account of measles being in their houses I toady communicated the fact to the 
Secretary of the Education Board 
22nd Received information from the Secretary of the Board to keep the school open for all 
who can and will attend 
25th Lieut Colonel Newall inspected the Cadet Corps and expressed himself well pleased with 
the drill A half holiday was observed yesterday on account of the Football Match 
28th School opened today with a lower attendance 
30th Miss McGregor was away this afternoon owing to illness 
1st September The average for the week has fallen to 347 In several classes the work is quite 
paralysed owing to the terribly low attendance 
4th Spend the day in the infant room with P1 and PII 
7th Finished examining Standard II Mr Johnston is observing more earnestness and is doing 
better work His discipline is weak but improving. Have directed him to give more attention to 
reading- to teach it and not to hear it merely 
Miss Sage is obtaining satisfactory results with Standard II Gils. I have come to the 
conclusion that she is a success only with a girl’s class. Have directed her to repress the 
tendency to unnatural modulation in the reading and recitation 
12th September Headmaster absent yesterday 
15th Mr De May spent yesterday and today in drilling the classes 
Average attendance for week 389 Corresponding week last year 572 
22nd A half holiday was observed yesterday in Honour of the visit of the Governor General to 
open the boys club 
6th October Annual examination commenced by Mr Lee 
13th Examination concluded 
17th Inspectors holiday yesterday 
Scholarship examination commenced today supervised by Mr Fleming 
The following are the names of the candidates from this school Frederick Charles Daniel, 
Alexandra Mary Brown, Violet Maud Boddington, Mary Elizabeth Ibbetson   
20th A holiday observed yesterday on account of the Athletic sports 
27th Yesterday was Masterton Show Day, A holiday was observed 
30th October The classes are now settling down to their new work. On account of the larger 
number of children remaining after passing Standard VI I have had to make a separate class 
for them. This necessitated my giving all standard class teachers a class one standard higher 
to their former one 
I have strongly recommended Mr Wait to adopt new lines for the work of his class and to  
endeavour, by taking  a wide view of the subject to make the work interesting. A mere 
repetition of Sixth Standard work on his old mechanical lines will soon reduce the size of the 
class 



7th November Mr Lytken(??) repeated his lecture in the Temperance Hall last night The 
former was given Friday evening last, The net proceeds were £2-10-0 In accordance with the 
wish of the chairman and other members of the committee I did not take any part of the 
receipts for the benefit of the school library as was first arranged 
3rd Half Holiday for Carterton Show 
6th In accordance with instructions by the Secretary of the Board sent to Kate Walker a 
candidate for pupil teachership- I have given her employment in the infant room 
9th Holiday for Prince of Wales birthday 
13th Mr Waite’s method of work with his seventh standard are not at all such as I would like 
him to employ. It seems to me that he cannot make his work interesting 
15th Have commenced model drawing again with Mr Waite’s class 
17th An occurrence took place at school this morning in Mr Waite’s class of a very serious 
nature. In reply to a question Percy Moore gave the answer “5 Bob” in the place of “five 
shillings”. Mr Waite whipped the boy out of the class and out of the school. He then reported 
the matter to me. I gave him clearly to understand that I considered he had very much 
exceeded his authority and that he must be prepared to take the consequence of his action 
20th I have written to Mr Moore explaining the circumstances and suggesting he remove the 
boy from the school. I regret having to take this course, but I quite recognise that the boy is 
altogether beyond Mr Waite’s control and appears to seize every opportunity to annoy the 
later 
21st I have received a letter from Mr Moore in reply to mine. He takes the matter in a very 
sensible way and quite agrees with my suggestion, at the same time charging Mr Waite with 
want of tact in dealing with the matter and in the management of his class generally 
24th The attendance for the week has been only fair considering the fine weather we are 
experiencing. The work of the  school is going very smoothly. The teachers who are doing 
particularly good work are Miss Smith with the second standard and Miss Sage with the third 
girls. This is the formers first experience with  a standard  class. She shews herself to possess 
the true instinct of a teacher in the management of children 
29th A half holiday was observed yesterday on account of the athletic sports 
1st December The attendance  for the week shows a further decrease. A number of children 
are already anticipating the holiday 
4th Attendance reduced by one half on account of very wet weather 
5th The contractor has commenced the new additions 
8th I have given a good deal of attention this week to the Upper Classes and I find that Mr 
Kay has made a very good start with the sixth standard. The work of Mr Waite with the 
seventh is very unsatisfactory It seems to me very probable that the class will not remain 
large enough to admit of my keeping Mr Waite to it alone. This is to be regretted, for I am 
sure that with a more enthusiastic teacher the class would hold together throughout the year 
11th The Annual report is to hand. The percentage for pass subjects and for additional 
subjects are high, 97 + 98 respectively We have lost ground in class subjects. The weakness 
to my mind is mainly in the class teaching of the sixth standard. This is undoubtedly the 
weakest feature in the whole of the work of the school 
14th School closed for Xmas holidays 
19th In my monthly report to the School Committee which came before them last night I 
suggested to them the advisability of making application to the Town Lands Trustees for a 



subsiding scholarship to being granted to the winner of a Board Scholarship this year. They 
agreed to do this. If the trustees will recognise the position and make a grant, the old 
humiliating ordeal will be done away with. In former cases a parent of a successful 
scholarship candidate has had to ask, in forma pauperis, for a grant from the special fund 
which was established “to assist the winners of scholarships” 
The Committee also agreed to my suggestion respecting the publication of the Inspector’s 
report 

1894  
1894 445 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £345 $62,166 
1894 445 Masterton Waite William   Assistant Master £230 $41,444 
1894 445 Masterton Collie Robert S  Assistant Master £150 $27,029 
1894 445 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $18,019 
1894 445 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £90 $16,217 
1894 445 Masterton McGregor Lois  Female Pupil Teacher £80 $14,415 
1894 445 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,811 
1894 445 Masterton Kean Annie  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,010 
1894 445 Masterton Sage Agnes  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,010 
1894 445 Masterton Johnston William  Male Pupil Teacher £45 $8,109 
1894 445 Masterton Kean Helen  Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,487 
1894 445 Masterton Smith Margaret Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,487 

1894 80 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £125 $22,524 

1894 80 
Masterton 
Infants Arnold Nellie  

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,505 

1894 80 
Masterton 
Infants Harvey Harriet   

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,505 
 
10th January 1894 The functions of Mr Turnbull, architect of the Education Board, have, we 
understand, been usurped by a local builder in this town, who has thought proper to report 
direct to the Board on the manner in which the contract for the additions to the Masterton 
Public School is being carried out. We do not think either Mr Turnbull or the Board are likely 
to take in good part an unwarranted interference of this kind. 
11th January 1894 We regret to see that undue prominence is being given to a little hitch in 
the building trade here which is likely to create a very unfavorable impression in Wellington. 
The facts briefly stated are as follows Mr Daniell was the successful tenderer for certain 
additions to the Masterton school buildings and is well forward with his contract. Mr Michael 
Williams, an unsuccessful tenderer for the job has deemed it his duty to criticise the manner 
in 'which Mr Daniell is carrying out his control by writing letters on the subject to the 
Education Board, and even.to Mr Hogg, the member for the district, who has nothing in the 
world to do with the matter and possesses no right of interference. . 
As the Education Board rely upon Mr Turnbull, their architect, to see that their contracts are 
faithfully carried out, they are very unlikely, to allow an unsuccessful tenderer like Mr 
Michael Williams to usurp his functions. Mr Williams has evidently compromised himself by 



a very gross error in judgment, and. what makes his interference more unwarranted is the fact 
that Mr Darnell's own overseer, who was in charge of the work at the school, has left his 
employment and transferred his services to Mr Williams,  
This incident-gives that peculiar aspect to the affair. It is said that the thanks of the 
community are due to Mr .Williams for intervening in this matter, as only he knew what the  
specifications were, and whether they were complied with, If Mr Williams were architect of 
the Education Board, this argument would. be a proper one,' or if  his knowledge of the 
specifications came to him by .another channel than through Mr Daniell's overseer, there 
would be some force in it, But on the plain-facts of the case Mr Williams has made a serious 
error in judgment, and has interfered in other people's business in a most unusual manner, 
The result has been the throwing a party of ten men out of work for several days, insulting the 
Board's architect, annoying the Board, and discrediting Mr Daniell, a local tradesman,, who 
has borne for years an irreproachable name in this district, 
27th January 1894 The postponement of the re-opening of the Masterton school till: February 
6th will prove very unsatisfactory to patents. We presume.it is the outcome of the amateur 
interference with Mr Daniell's building contract and its temporary suspension, but even with 
this  extenuating circumstance it is a very indefensible proceeding. 
31st January 1894 Wellington Education Board It was decided that the Architect should report 
upon various repairs which the Masterton Committee suggest should be done to its school, 
A letter was read from Mr. C. E. Daniell explaining his action as to certain work at 
Masterton. It was decided to acknowledge receipt of the letter. 
3rd February 1894 Owing to the school being in an unfinished state after certain repairs and 
painting Work, the holidays have been extended another week, and the mothers of Masterton 
have another week’s joy added to their lot. ;  
The majority of the  school committees in this district have decided to support Mr A. W. 
Hogg’s candidature for the vacancy on the Education' Board; Masterton, however, voting for 
Mr E. Feist. 
9th February 1894 Mr C. E. Daniell has received a letter from the  Education Board 
expressing satisfaction with the work done by him on the  Masterton school contract  
9th February 1894 Part of a long article on the need for a local high school. me years ago a 
boys' high school was established in Masterton with a fair amount of success, but the school 
was purely on private lines and received no consideration from any public body. The fact that 
the income of the Town Land Trust will be largely augmented this year suggests to us how 
desirable it would be to re-open a boys' high school here on public lines. The whole district, 
including Featherston, Greytown, Carterton Eketahuna and Pahiatua, needs a central high 
school, and why should not Masterton supply the demand The Town Land Trust after this 
year is wealthy enough to endow such a school, and we have always held the view that it 
would bn better for the Trustees to do some great work for the community than to fritter away 
it funds over minor casual application for assistance. Our suggestion is not that the Trust 
should upend its fund for the benefit of the wealthier classes  in the district, but that it should  
enable the brightest boys in the primary school to continue their education free of cost……. 
14th February 1894 The heat in Masterton during the past few days has been phenomenal. 
The thermometer has registered 90 degrees. in the shade. A young man walking near the 
Waipoua river on Sunday morning received a slight sunstroke. 90 degrees Fahrenheit is 32.2 
in Celsius terms  



15th February 1894 The Masterton School Committee complains that it did not receive a 
nomination paper for the Education Board election until the date of the closing of 
nominations. It is said that the whole of the Wairarapa schools were similarly treated. The 
general opinion is that there has been an attempt at a boycott. 
20th February 1894 Mr Kaye, a teacher at the Masterton School, is to take charge of Carterton 
School during the absence on sick leave for six months of its head teacher, Mr 1. H'. Brann. , 
Mr Darroch, of Mangatainoka School, will succeed Mr Kaye at Masterton. 
20th February 1894 The absentee list at the Masterton School is now a very light one. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last night, it .was remarked, in discussing 
the Education y Board question, that a part of a Secretary's duties was to bear the blame 1 of 
anything that went wrong 
20th February 1894 The Masterton School Committee has voted for the three retiring 
members of the Education Board. It has also resolved to ask the Board for an explanation of 
the delay in forwarding the nomination papers for the election, and if it is true that certain 
school committees in the district received no voting papers at the late by-election.  
A lad named Ayson fell from a horizontal bar at the Masterton School yesterday and 
fractured an arm. The transfer of Mr. John Kay to the Carterton School has been confirmed 
by the local School Committee 
20th February 1894 Monthly Meeting. . The regular monthly meeting of ' the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), W. Pragnell, 
T. Wagg, Z. M. Hoar, W. Easthope, W, Morris, and C E-. Daniell.  
MINUTES. The . minutes of last meeting read and confirmed,  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurers report, read to the meeting, showed a credit 
balance at' date of £15 7s 8d 
CORRESPONDENCE, Mr J, Kay wrote stating that to prevent further delay in his transfer : 
to Carterton, ho/would thank the Committee to consent to the proposed arrangement of the 
Board.  
The Chairman said he had received 'a telegram from the Secretary of the Education Board 
asking him to reply if the Committee consented to Mr Kay’s transfer, and Mr Darroch's 
appointment to his place at Masterton. He had also seen Mr Blair, the Chairman of the Board, 
as he was passing through Masterton by  rail, who informed him that the change would  be 
promotion to Mr Kay, and as Mr Darroch had seen Mr Jackson there was really no obstacle in 
the way of the proposed arrangement.  
Mr' Easthope said that while regretting the loss of Mr Kay, they... did not wish to stand in the 
way of his promotion, 
In reply to Mr Pragnell, Mr Jackson said he did not think that a much better man to take Mr 
Kay's place could be obtained,  
On the motion of the Chairman the proposal of the Board was then agreed to,  
Mr Easthope then moved that  the Committee, while regretting Mr Kay’s removal, heartily 
congratulate him on his promotion.  
Several members of the Committee spoke highly of Mr Kay’s services, and the motion was 
carried unanimously 
EDUCATION BOARD ELECTIONS. ' The Secretary read the circular, calling for 
nomination of candidates for seats on the Education Board at the annual election, and 
explained that owing to its coming to hand too late, he had written to the Secretary of the 



Board, asking an explanation of the delay. In reply, the Secretary to the Board had stated that 
the circular was merely a reminder as sections 18 and 16 of the Education Act pointed out the 
Committee's duty.  
The Chairman said he  had mentioned the matter to Mr Blair, who said that the fault was with 
the Board's Secretary, 'who had neglected to send out the circulars in time. The Committee 
was not however, deferred from voting,"  
Mr Easthope said he did-not understand the thing, It seemed to him that the proceedings of 
the Board were open. to grave suspicion and it would be desirable to get some light cast on 
their action. The letter received was no reply to Mr Sellar’s letter, and he would move that the 
Board be requested to reply to the Committee's letter of February 8th, asking the reason of the 
delay in sending out the circulars.  
The Chairman thought this was all they could do 
Mr Wagg seconded Mr Easthope’s motion which was carried. 
The Chairman  said it was a very singular thing that the delay took place on this occasion as 
they would probably have nominated other candidates. As matters now stood he was in 
favour of voting for the old members, who had attended well to their duties in the past. He 
would move that the Committee  vote for the Rev. J. Paterson, and Messrs W. A, Fitzherbert 
and John Young,  
Mr Morris seconded Mr Feist's motion,  
Mr Easthope said he was sorry  to differ, but on this occasion as a protest against the Board's 
actions he would move as an  amendment that " the Committee vote for Dr Chapple, and 
Messrs Edward Gascoyne and Thomas Lind.  
Mr Wagg seconded Mr Easthope'§ motion which was put and lost, the Committee voting ,as 
proposed by the Chairman for the old members,  
The Chairman said , while on the subject of elections, ho might say that his attention had 
been called to the fact that at the recent byelection the Taueru, Waingawa and Whakataki 
school committees had not been supplied with voting papers. It-had been pointed out to him 
'that the election might be declared' illegal, but be did not think it desirable to press the matter 
although the Board’s attention should certainly be directed to it. In the bye-election he had  
been a candidate and having polled well, had there been an opportunity of nominating, he 
should probably have again come forward,  
Mr Easthope- said he  differed from the Chairman, The matter wanted sifting to the bottom 
and he would' move that the Board be asked if the Taueru, Waingawa and Whakataki School 
Committees' had been supplied with voting papers, at the late election, and if not why not? 
Mr Pragnell asked if they were not going too far in making this demand 
 Mr Easthope did not think so as it was possible that Committees, who were not allowed to 
vote might have supported their nominee, Mr E. Feist and the matter  therefore did affect the 
Masterton Committee 
Mr Wagg seconded the motion 
The Chairman said ho was quite in favour of the resolution. Then matter  should not be 
passed over in silence, 
The motion was then put and carried 
SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS A letter from the Masterton Town Lands Trustees was read 
requesting further  particulars as to whom the grant in aid of a 'scholarship was asked for. 



The Chairman said ho had noticed that there had been a pretty animated discussion on the 
matter, at the last meeting of the Trust. He thought the best thing to do would be to reply, 
giving the name of the scholar and stating that the money was to be paid to his parents,  
This course was agreed to,  
SCHOOL REPORTS A Letter from the Education Board was read, stating that the 
publication or non-publication of school reports was entirely in the hands of the Committee. 
The Chairman said that the Head Master would prefer that the reports be not published, not 
from any desire to withheld  from the press any information, but because the publication of 
percentage was calculated to do harm. They could think the matter over, however, in the 
meantime before the next reports arrived.  
REPAIRS. The Secretary of the Education wrote that the Board’s architect would report on 
certain repairs as requested.   
The Chairman said Mr Daniell and  himself had seen Mr Turnbull and gone over the school 
with him and that gentleman had promised to urge the matter before the Board  
Mr Daniell said he had lately seen the Secretary and understood from him that the Committee 
would not get the work done, as the Board lacked  funds. 
 It was decided to leave the matter over until after next meeting of the Board.   
Mr Pragnell said he had authorised the expenditure of £3, in extending the wood shed to 
make a place to wash ink-bottles.  
The Chairman said while agreeing with the expenditure, they might endeavour to get the 
Board to pay it.  
On the motion of Mr Easthope, Mr Pragnell's action was confirmed.  
REPORTS. The head teacher reported that the schools had reopened on the 5th of February, 
and with 590 on the roll  the average attendance had been 475, Certain repairs were needed, 
including the renewal of the ironwork on the large swings, and also new horizontal bar and 
ladder to carry out the full programme of physical training, It was decided to repair the  
swings and provide a new horizontal bar and ladder. 
 The Chairman said that the school was very much better for the recent improvements.  
Mr Jackson said it was now one of a the best ventilated, best equipped and most comfortable 
schools in the province.  
INFANT’S SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported that with 113 children on the Infant’s school 
roll, the attendance since re-opening bad averaged 90 scholars. Eight dual desks and a small 
table were also stated to be required. 
It was resolved to apply to the Education Board for the desks, as asked for by Miss Keeling, 
and also for  teacher's desk or table and other articles required at the main school, ' including 
a seat, clock and sixty inkwells.  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts wire passed \ for payment T. Holmes, £4 19s 6d, R. E. 
Hornblow, 18s; W. C Cargill, 15s; J, Payton and Co., £1 3s.  
ABSENTEE LIST. The absentee list was then dealt with and the meeting adjourned 
28th February 1894 Wellington Education Board A number of requisites were ordered for the 
Masterton School. 
It was resolved to allow Mr. Robert Parker his travelling expenses for conducting the singing 
classes at Masterton, which, it was stated, had proved most successful. 
20th March 1894 Mr Ayson's little boy, whose arm was broken at the Masterton, School 
playground about a month ago, returned to school the some afternoon, and during the month 



has only lost two attendances, How many Masterton boys are sufficiently fond of school to 
act in a similar manner 
20th March 1894 Mr R. Darroch, who has been temporarily appointed assistant teacher at the 
Masterton Public School, has been presented by the children of the Pahiatua School, where he 
was teacher, with a writing desk and a handsomely bound book. 
Monthly Meeting. The regular monthly meeting of   the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening," Present Messrs E Feist (Chairman) W. G, Beard, W. -Pragnell, C. E. 
Daniell, Z. M. Hoar, W, Morris, and W. M. Easthope.  
MINUTES, The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT. . The, Treasurer's report showed a credit balance at date of £1 18s 
2d. Capitation and the half-grant from the Town Lands -Trust have yet to come in, und on 
31st March the credit will be £27 4s 2d, settling all liabilities.  
VOTING PAPERS, The Education Board wrote stating that voting papers had been sent out 
to all schools entitled to vote, and also explaining delay,  
Mr Easthope moved that the  Board be informed that had explanation come to hand before it 
would have been satisfactory but that it came too late. F 
 There being no seconder the motion fell through, 
 SCHOOL CLEANING, Mr J. Byrnes wrote asking an increase of pay for the work of 
cleaning the Main School owing to the additional work caused by the recent  enlargement. On 
the motion of Mr Daniell it was agreed to grant Mr Byrnes an increase. 
 INFANTS' SCHOOL, A letter was received from Miss Keeling, complaining that under the 
new regulations the Board proposed to place her school under Mr Jackson's control, and place 
her on his staff of teachers as a subordinate, and requesting the Committee to use  its  
influence to maintain the present system.  
Mr W. G, Beard moved " that this Committee is thoroughly satisfied with the results attained 
at the Infant's School during Miss Keeling's head teachership, and that the Education Board 
therefore be  requested not to place her on Mr Jackson's staff, or to interfere with the existing 
arrangements, as any change in this direction would be, in the opinion of the Committee, 
prejudicial to the best interests of the Masterton Main School and the lnfants School,"  
Mr Morris seconded the motion, and several members had spoken in its favor, it was put and 
carried unanimously.  
REPORTS. The Head Teacher reported 580 scholars on the roll at the Main School with an 
average attendance of 479.  
Miss Keeling reported 113 scholars on-the roll at the Infants School with an average 
attendance of 94 tor the past month,  
Mr Beard moved that Mr Jackson provide a list of what school furniture is required, end that 
the Board be requested to supply the articles.  
Mr Easthope seconded, and the motion was carried.  
 WATER SUPPLY. Mr Beard asked what the terms were on which the Masterton School was 
supplied with water, The Secretary said Is per annum if demanded. He would look the matter 
up. But he believed the deed was in the hands of the Education Board  
 THE SECOND SCHOOL. Mr Easthope said he thought it time to consider the question of 
teaching the first and second standards at the second school, It would be of benefit to the 
north end of the town He was not prepared to move any resolution, but thought members 
might give the matter consideration,  



Mr Beard thought by introducing the standards they would be increasing the work of Miss 
Keeling and perhaps, weakening the Main school, The matter required consideration. After 
some little discussion the subject dropped,  
SCHOLARSHIP. Mr Beard said he wished to once again bring up the question of urging 
upon the Town Lands Trust the question of providing a fixed scholarship. No time should be 
lost and be move that a committee again wait on the Town Lands Trustees to urge the setting 
apart of a fixed sum for the purpose stated.  
Mr Pragnell seconded the motion, The Chairman and Mr Daniell expressed sympathy with 
the matter. 
Mr Beard said that it had been said that the movement was in favor of the children of the 
more well-to-do class. He thought experience showed otherwise. Education should be a head 
and shoulders above any other matter as regards expenditure of the Town Lands Trust funds. 
Mr Daniell said he should like to see the Fernridge School included in the motion.  
Mr Beard said this was his intention ,but not to include any denominational or private schools 
at all. However, the details might be left to the Town Lands Trust for subsequent 
consideration. The motion was carried,  
Messrs Beard and Easthope being appointed to wait on the Town Lands Trustees.  
SCHOOL SWINGS, Mr Hoar said he wished to call attention to the fact that the swings at the 
Main School were in a dangerous condition, It was resolved that Mr Daniell  deal with the 
matter,  
VISITING MEMBER, Mr Beard was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed. 
21st March 1894 THE MASTERTON INFANT SCHOOL. 
We quite agree with the motion of the Masterton School Committee requesting the Education 
Board not to interfere with the status of the Masterton Infant School. Under. the name of 
"regulation" that awful bugbear" regulation," the Board frequently does unwise things or has 
them done for them. The present is a case in point. For a' considerable number of years Miss 
Keeling has been the responsible mistress of the Infant School at the northern end of 
Masterton, She has given satisfaction to parents, she has commanded the respect and 
confidence of children and she has done exceptionally good' work for her employers, the 
Board, By this we do not pretend to say whether she has succeeded -as a standard crammer or 
whether she turns out the proper tally of machine made passes but we do mean to say that she 
has been an intelligent teacher who has gained the friendship of the community by her 
kindness to her pupils and the nice manner in which the has trained them. Miss Keeling is just 
the teacher to whom parents like to confide their little ones and speaking from a personal 
knowledge of many parents we do not know one who has ever expressed any dissatisfaction 
with the the manner in which she has discharged her duties. And yet the Board which seems 
incapable of appreciating the highest kind of service which a teacher can render, proposes to 
disrate Miss Keeling and attach her to the staff of the Main School. Apparently, the only 
reason given for this, is some new regulation. The Masterton Committee is evidently guarded 
in its remarks about the Board, it does not quite like to be out of touch with that body and is 
fairly submissive to its decrees, but it would on the whole be a good thing for the cause of 
education generally some prominent Committee were to take up the cudgels against the 
superior body and show that there is some little independent power in the humble and down-
trodden Committee, - and that it; is not merely a school cleaning apparatus. We have pointed 
out on a former occasion that School Committees in the Wellington Education District 



exercise less authority and enjoy a lower status than in any other part of the Colony, and we 
trust they will not always be con« tented-to take this position, 
29th March 1894 Wellington Education Board Annual Report included New school 
completed at Masterton (Infants) 
17th April 1894 Seven children were transferred from the Infants' School to the Masterton 
Main School at the beginning- of the' present quarter.  
Swings, horizontal bars and other gymnastic appliances at the Masterton school, have been 
thoroughly overhauled and made safe, 
With the exception of whooping cough there is very little sickness now among the children of 
Masterton. '' The prevalence of whooping cough is interfering considerably'' with' the 
attendance at the Masterton Infants School now  
At Mr R. Parker's next music lecture In Masterton a practical demonstration of the art of 
teaching singing, in the Tonic-sol fa system will be given, a class being provided for the 
purpose by Mr W. H. Jackson, the Head Master of the Public School. The  Wairarapa school 
teachers hold a conversizione in Masterton on Friday % 11th. ' Thirteen meetings of the 
Masterton School Committee have been held dur. ins; the year. The following are the 
attendances :-W. Pragnell, 18; Edwin Feist, 12 ;W. M Easthope 11  U E, Daniell, 11; Z. M. 
Hoar, 11 T, Wagg 10; W. Morris, 9 W. 0. Beard, 7 • J, R, Graham, 5 
17th April 1894 Masterton School Committee, Annual Report 
The following report will be submitted by the Masterton School Committee at the annual 
meeting of householders : 
"Your Committee in presenting the annual report for their term of [ office just expiring, do so 
with a feeling of satisfaction, the operations for , the past year showing very good results. 
During the year extensive additions have been made to the Main School, giving a new 
classroom which was very much needed, , and there is now also a very comfortable room for 
the use of teachers. As , usual the Town Lands Trustees have , been liberal to the school in 
making a  grant .in aid. Although this is less than it was years ago, your Committee have 
succeeded in carrying on ' the financial business during the year without anxiety and of 
having a credit balance in hand. The compulsory clauses of the Education Act have been put 
in force during the year, your Committee regret having to be compelled to adopt this course 
for the purpose of making parents send their children to school, in face of the many 
advantages and facilities for getting a good education for their children. Your Committee, 
having exercised economical management in its affairs, considered it advisable to approach 
the Town Lands Trustees to get them to set aside an annual sum for a scholarship, 
irrespective of supplementing the  Education Board scholarship. Your Committee haye done 
this, thinking that the time has arrived when the parents of children attending the spbooj 
should have the opportunity of being Hbßisted in the education of their children out of the 
exceptionally handsome fund which the Town Land Trust provides, The rolls of the two 
schools show 590 and 103 respectively and the average for ihe year has been fairly well 
maintained. Mr W, H. Jackson as Headmaster of the Main' School, and Miss Keeling of the 
Infant School, together with their respective stuffs still keep up the efficiency hitherto 
obtained and  deserve the thanks of the parents for the excellence of their management." The 
balance sheet shows the income for the year to be £lßl-.2s made up I as follows:—Capitation, 
£79165; ' Town Lands Trust grant, £SO; sale of school requisites, £1 6s, This with the credit 
balance from last of £8 Is 8d brings the total receipted to £134 8s sd, The total expendilfl 



amounts Id £ll6 12s 9d ; HabilitH to date £l7 10s Bd. Against tH this there is'cash in hand £ll 
IOsH and capitation due £2O. It will thH be seen that after settling all olainl the Committee 
Will leave its succtH sors the the sum of £2O toiommi|H the year with, J ' flH^Bj 
17th April 1894 he regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee waa held last 
evening. Present-Messrs B. Feist (Chairman), W. Pragnell. Z, M. Hoar, W. Mor.is, W. G, 
Beard, W,M. Easthope , C.E. Daniel!, end T. Wagg. MINUTES, The minutes of the last 
meeting wore read and confirmed. measurer's REPORT. The Treasurer's report showed a 
credit balance at date of £l7loa Bd. INFANTS 1 SOIIOOL. Miss Keeling wrote thanking the 
committee for talion ia supporting her request that no change be made in the control of the 
Infants' School. The Education Board wrote njtifying the Board's decisionjpallow Miss 
Keeling to have as heretofore at tjie- Masterton Infants' School. SCHOLARSHIP. The 
Secretary of the Town Lands Trust wrote stating that (he question - of making a scholarship 
grant, will be considered at the Trust's meeting in May. INSPECTION. Mr Uaniell asked if 
the Infants' School was inspected at any regular period, . v It was resolved to make enquiries. 
' REPORTS. The head teacher reported an average attendance for last month of M . with 587 
scholars on the roll, at the Main School, Miss Keeling reported an average attendance at the 
Infadt's School of 88 with 104 scholars on the roll, " The low average was due Tslence of 
whooping cough 
20th April 1894 It will be noticed that seven mepi bers of the Masterton School Conn mittee 
have been nominated foi re-election. During the past yeai they have made an exceptionally 
gooi record, cfficienily discharging theii various duties, and aboiying in tlwii BCOounts a 
credit balance of an unusu all)' substantial character. To mos people it would appear that in tl) 
interests of the school it would hi des'table that the old Coromitteo mei nhonld be re-electo3, 
Members o local bodies are not always successful in their undertakings, but when the; do 
make a good record it is cerlajt)l; to the advantage of the public tha their aetvicea should be 
retained. Wi are told, however, that there is to h organised opposition to the re-eleo'.iot of the 
old Committee, and when wi inquire on what grounds they an objected to, we learn that their 
political colour is wrong. It is said tha certain lights of the Liberal Party «ri to be brought 
forward against them This may or may not be true, but ai it is understood that certaih men an 
to be put up as dark horses at the las foment ajid elected by a sort 0 coup d'elut we cannot 
verify tbi ppour, nor can we learn whnthei therp js any other reason for tljeii gandidaturo than 
their politics colour, We consider it is a gravi misfortune for, the school that at attempt should 
be made to get up  political party fijjbt over school mat ters, Some dozen ypars ago, we an 
well aware, the school election turned  very much on party politics,and there eult was 
distinctly disadvantageous ti the interests of education in this town Hie public certainly got 
sick of mixing up politics with edcipation, and foi several years past they have beer well 
pleased to know that paftj polices have had nothing to do Vfitt the annual election. No dpubt 
tht new Liberal lights are quite capable pf administering the affitirs.of (hi Mnsferton School, 
and if they manifested a genipe interest jn its advancement we should not say  wo , s ß a ' ns ' 
'hem, But if their onh object in coming forward is a political one, then we say they are 
sacrificing the best interests of the school ant injuring the cause of education in this town. We 
hope the residents of Masterton will not again allow thoii achojjl tp becojrie a political shuttle 
l popk for fjie benefit pf some new fledged Liberal Association rohic) wants a job, We 
consider too t'bjkl if the Association in question intend _ to return candidates they should 
h&vt ppt up their names openly instead of bringing them forprjj on the night of ejectiofj, rs' 



21st April 1894 WE understand that Messrs Cargill, Vile, Eton, King, M. Williams, and J, 
Montgomery, have been invited to become candidates for the Masterton School Committee in 
the interests of that mysterious body, the North Wairarapa Liberal Association. 
25th April 1894 MASTERTON. Our Masterton correspondent, writing yesterday, states ; —
The annual meeting of ' householders for the election of a School Committee took place in 
the public school last night. There was a large attendance, as it was mooted abroad that an 
attempt would be made to introduce fresh blood into the management. Mr E. Feist was 
chosen chairman of the meeting, and in proposing the adoption of the report and balance-
sheet, referred to the very substantial assistance which the School Committee had received 
during the year . from the Town Lands Trust. He also referred to the very satisfactory 
relations which had been established between the out-going Committee and the Board of 
Education, which resulted in the Masterton School being one of the best-appointed in the 
Colony. He congratulated the parents on having such an able headmaster as Mr Jackson, who 
was seconded in his efforts fox* the education of their children by an excellent staff of 
assistants. The results of the inspector’s examinations bore testimony to ‘ the labours of the 
Mr Beard said that it would be recollected that three years ago a committee was elected who 
guaranteed that the expenses of management should be reduced, and on these grounds,  they 
got assistance from the Town Lands Trust. The outgoing Committee succeeded in making 
ends meet. They had also endeavoured to get the. Town Lands ; Trust to establish a 
scholarship in connection with the school. residents of Masterton were particularly fortunate 
in having such a valuable endowment as the Trust, and he considered it would be an onward 
and progressive movement if a scholarship were established. so that the more capable 
children should be benefited by it. The report and. balance-sheet were adopted. / ~ , A ballot 
was then taken for the election of a committee for the ensuing year. There were fourteen 
candidates, and those elected were Messrs T. Wagg, W. G. Beard. Z. M. Hoar, E. Feist, W. 
Easthope, C. B. Daniell, W. Pragnell, W. Morris and T. Dixon.  
At a meeting of the new committee, Mr E. Feist was elected chairman, and-Mr W, Sellar re-
appointed secretary.  
25th April 1894 Another clear case of cause and effect! Mr Arthur Vile having been defeated 
in his candidature  for the Masterton School Committee, our local contemporary has serious 
doubts as to the  legality of the election. 
11th May 1894 Football The following team will represent Church Street against 2nd of the 
Masterton School on Saturday next; P. O'Leary, F, Spackman, Dixon, Allen, J. O'Leary, 
Cashion, Chapman, Williams, D. Spackman, Johns, I. O'Connor, De Fratus, Braggins, (2). 
Emergencies, Harais Kingdon C Gray, Spackman, Beere,  and Jackson 
14th May 1894 The Wairarapa public school teachers hold a Very successful conversazione in 
the Masterton main school last night, when there was a crowded attendance An excellent 
concert was given in one of the class-rooms, which was, however, somewhat inadequate to 
hold the large numbers present, many of whom were compelled to sit in the corridor. The 
following was the programme for the concert: —Overture, orchestra; song, “ There is a 
Flower that Bloometh. Mr W, Simms; song, “ Little Binks,” Mr Pearce; song, “My Life for 
Thee/’ Mr Forde ; song, “ Caller Herrin Miss Falla; song, Mrs Butement; song, “The Skipper 
of St. Ives Mr Flux; violin solo, Scotch airs, Mr Ginders; song, “ The Pilgrim of Love/' Mr 
Aatali ; pianoforte selection, Mrs Ibbetson; Miss Wat son; song, “The Gauntlet/* Mr Gover; 
song, “ Out on the Deep," Mr Flux; violin solo, Mr Ginders ; song, “ Bluebeard/* Mr Pearce. 



The piano accompaniments were played by Mrs Ibbetson in her accustomed artistic style. At 
the conclusion of the concert an adjournment was made to the supper-roorn, where 
refreshments were provided on a liberal scale. Another class-room was converted into a 
ballroom, the decorations, consisting of mirrors, Chinese lanterns, curtains and flags, being 
very artistically arranged. Those who were not in a mood to trip the light fantastic too could 
indulge in a quiet smoke in another apartment, or view specimens of art—ancient and modern 
—in the science room, where they could study Maori or Japanese carvings, or the latest 
mechanical illustration of the mysteries of the solar system. There were visitors present from 
all parts of the Wairarapa, Wellington being represented by Mr Grundy, headmaster of the To 
Aro School. The arrangements were very good, and reflected much credit on the Committee 
of Management, but more especially on the indefatigable secretary, Mr Jackson, headmaster 
of the Masterton School, who was ably assisted by the assistant secretary, Mr Darroch. Both 
those gentlemen were here, there and everywhere and did everything in their power to make 
the “ social” a success, having left nothing undone which could contribute to the enjoyment 
of the visitors. 
22nd May 1894 A new cleaner for the Masterton Schools will be required from June 1st 
Mr L, Holmes has presented a tenuis racket and fittings to the Masterton School. 
Bad colds have interfered considerably with the attendance at the Masterton School lately, 
17th May 1894 A quaint looking volume bearing the imprint of Samuel Keeble. dated 1710 
has been presented to the Masterton  Museum by Mr Jackson, headmaster of the public 
school hero. It is a copy of a sermon delivered before Her Majesty on the anniversary of the 
Martyrdom of Charles I.” Mr "W. Lowes has presented a case suitable for exhibiting 
specimens to the same  institution. 
21st May 1894 The Masterton school played a combined Carterton, Clareville, and Matarawa 
schools’ team on the Masterton school ground. The homo team winning by 14 points to 3, 
West scored four tries, one of which Winter converted with a beautiful kick. McKenzie 
scored a try for the combined teams. The Masterton boys were  far superior in the back 
division, 
22nd May 1894 Monthly Meeting, The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was  held last evening. Present: Messrs W. G. Beard (Chair), T. Dixon," W. 
Prangnell T Wagg, Z. M. Hoar, W. M. Easthope, W. Morris, O.E, Daniell, The Chairman (Mr 
E Feist) came in; at a later stage.  
MINUTES.' The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit at date of® 14s 2d.  
SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS. The Secretary of the Education Board , wrote regretting that 
the Board could not supply the furniture for the Teachers' retiring room asked for, owing to 
the lack of funds,  
Mr Easthope said that in a conversation with Mr McCardle he had learnt that the Board had 
been lead  to believe that' had a credit of thought the School Committee had a credit of £60 
Then Inksplot until “He would, move that Mr McCardle be written to and asked to place the 
Committee's true financial position before the Board, After discussion the motion was put 
and lost. ‘ 
A further letter from the Board was read, stating that clocks could not be supplied for each 
class-room.  



SCHOOL CLEANING. M. J, Symes wrote tendering his resignation as school cleaner from 
June 1st, owing to his contemplated removal from the town, The resignation was accepted 
and it was decided to invite tenders for the position,  
REPORTS; The Head Teacher reported 586 children on the roll with an average attendance 
of 474. Owing to the prevalence of colds, the attendance had fallen off. A scraper, new mats 
and more hat pegs were required, and the blackboards needed recoating.  
On the motion  of the Chairman it was resolved the articles required, with the exception of 
the scraper, which the Board is asked to supply, infants' school,  
Miss Keeling reported the average attendance to be 77 with 109 on the roll. About 18 
children have been absent through illness, this accounting for the low average.  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment: M. J. Symes Is 6d; R. E. 
Hornblow, 7s.  
FUNDS. Mr Daniell asked the prospective position of the funds.  
The Chairman explained that nothing more was due until June 30th, when capitation would 
be paid. ,  
Mr Daniell thought if possible something should  be expended on furnishing the retiring 
room.  
 The Chairman said it seemed to him that a special effort would have  to be made, as their 
ordinary funds would not permit the expenditure, The amount required was about ; £10.  
Mr Beard thought a special effort should be made to get the required amount without 
touching the general fund. Otherwise if money were expended in furnishing, the Board : 
might throw the matter up at them at some future date. The Town Lands Trust might make a 
special grant.   
The Chairman said that while sympathising with the object he thought the Town Lands 
Trustees were a little inclined to think that the  School Committee looked upon the Town 
Lands Trust as good milch cow, to approach whenever anything was wanted.  
After some further discussion Mr Daniell moved that Mr Feist and Mr Beard make up an 
estimate of the requirements for the year and draw up a requisition to the Town Lands 
Trustees asking for a grant. The motion was carried,  
ABSENTEE LIST. Mr Daniell said that the Secretary could, in his opinion, deal with the 
absentee list. He would move that in future the Head Master report to the Secretary, and ho 
be empowered to deal with all cases, subject to the approval of the chairman. Mr Beard 
seconded and the motion was carried. .  
VISITING MEMBER. Mr T, Dixon was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed. 
29th May 1894 Yesterday the Masterton public school commenced its winter time table, 
opening at 9.30, a.m instead of 9 a. m. 
9th June 1894 The annual musical examination (Trinity College, London) is taking place to-
day in the public school, Masterton. There are twenty-one candidates, of which fourteen are 
pupils of Mr A. von. Keisenberg, three of Mr Forde, two of Miss Pearson, and two of Mr 
Candy. Mr E. Feist, chairman of the Masterton School Committee, is acting as supervisor. 
15th June 1895 Mr F, H. Fraser, of the Education Board, visited the Masterton Infants' School 
yesterday, and said he was very well pleased with the manner in which Miss Keeling 
managed the school. 
Mr Fraser, the District Secretary of the Rechabite Order, and a member of the Education 
Board, and also Deputy Inspector of Hospitals and Asylums, paid an official visit to 



Masterton yesterday, He was at the Carterton School on Wednesday, and the Masterton 
School yesterday, and intends visiting the Fernridge  School and the Masterton Hospital 
today, 
The annual inspection of the Masterton School took place yesterday. 

Mr R H, Fraser, one of the members of the Wellington Board of Education visited the 
Masterton School yesterday. He saw all the classes at work and recorded ill the visitors' book 
that he "found everything about the premises and building clean and in good order. 
15th June 1894 Football The Masterton School Boys came off victorious in their match 
against the Violets yesterday by three points to nil, West got the try, and took the kick, but 
failed to convert 
16th June 1894  
Mr F. H. Fraser, a member of the "Wellington Education Board, accompanied by Mr 
Inspector Fleming, visited the Masterton School on Thursday. Mr Fraser expressed himself 
highly pleased with the manner in which the school was conducted. 
19th June 1894 One of the members of the Masterton School Committee remarked last 
evening That it was surprising that when people had the opportunity of free education they 
should keep their children away from school 
19th June 1897 The usual monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening Present- Messrs E. Feist (Chairman). W. Pragnell,  W Morris. C Daniell T Wagg, M 
and W.M, Easthope 
 The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed 
The Treasurer's report was read £and showed a credit balance! £10 13s 1d 
CORRESPONDENCE  From Mr Robert Darroch for leave of absence in consequent of the 
effects of diphtheria, and asking the Committee to report favourably on his application to the 
Board’ 
It was moved by Mr Easthope seconded by Mr Morris "That the application of Mr Darroch 
be favourably recommended to the Board believing that 6 months rest will enable him to 
return to his duties recovered. The Committee regrets that he has found it necessary to 
relinquish his position for the time being, Carried 
HEADMASTER’S REPORT. The report of the headmaster (Mr, W. H. Jackson) showed 
Number of children on roll 570; overdo : average attendance  374; percentage 60, He added 
that the furniture for the new class-room had been received from the Board. The annual -
inspection of the school had been conducted by the Inspector, Mr Fleming. Mr F H Fraser of 
the Wellington Education Board had also inspected the school. 
INFANT SCHOOL the report of the teacher was read, and showed, number on the roll, 110; 
Mr Fleming visited on Wednesday  and Mr Fraser on Thursday 
Mr Dixon stated  that the fireplaces in the school buildings were in a very dangerous state 
It was moved by Mr T Dixon seconded by Mr C E Daniell that the attention of the Board be 
directed  to the dangerous state' of the fire places in the school  whereby the building is 
endangered and recommending that they be repaired by new iron backs.—Carr 
 ACCOUNTS  Accounts amounting to  £4 3s 6d  were passed for payment 
GENERAL BUSINESS The Chairman stated that he had received from the Department pf 
Agriculture some pamphlets with reference to Arbor Day, that the matter be brought under 
the notice of the' local bodies. It was decided to leave the matter to Mr W.H, Jackson, . . 



DRAINAGE The notice of the Committee was drawn to a pool of water formed by the 
dripping of water from roof of the Infant School.' The Secretary stated that Mr F H. Fraser 
had mentioned this in his remarks upon the School, 
It was resolved on the motion of Mr Morris, seconded by Mr Daniell, to leave the matter in 
the hands of  the visiting member for the ensuing month 
DATE OF MEETING. The Chairman stated that the meetings of the Committees of the 
Town Council and the School Committee, were on the same night, and suggested that the 
date of the meeting of the School Committee should be altered,  
Mr Daniell moved that the night of meeting should be held on the second Monday of the 
month This motion was seconded by Mr Feist and carried  
VISITING MEMBER  Mr Easthope was appointed visiting member fot the ensuing month. 
This concluded the business. 
20th June 1894 Mr R. Darroch, second assistant at the Masterton school, has asked for six 
months’ leave of absence owing to an affection of the throat. 
20th June 1894 The Education Board  has forwarded to the various School Committees in the 
Wellington Educational District a circular issued by the Agricultural Department urging the 
observance of Arbor Day on Wednesday, the 1st of August. The circular contains a list of 
trees and shrubs suitable for planting 
25th June 1894 An interesting scientific - lecture was given by Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster 
of the Masterton School, before the members of the Masterton Mutual Improvement Society 
on Friday evening. The lecturer was accorded a hearty vote of thanks. 
27th June 1894 Wellington Education Board The carpenter was instructed to report as to the 
state of the fireplaces at the Masterton School. 
30th June 1894 Mr Darroch, assistant teacher at the Masterton public school, who intends 
leaving on a trip to the Old Country, for the benefit of his health, has been presented by the 
schools of his class with a set of solitairies, a paperknife, books, & 

5th July The Masterton School Committee is applying to the Trust Lands Trustees for a grant 
of .£70—,£50 for general purposes and .£2O for the library. The application will be dealt 
with at a .meeting of the Trustees on Friday evening. 
7th July 1894 Masterton Town Trust Limited report included Mr W. Sellar, Secretary of. the 
Masterton School Committee wrote to the Trustees applying for a grant of £70 in aid of the 
school funds, and enclosing estimate of the receipts and expenditure of the Committee until 
March 31st, 1895. 
, The  Secretary of. the Fernridge School Committee wrote applying for a grant of £25. 
Rev. Father McKenna wrote applying for-a grant of £ls for the Masterton Catholic School. 
On the motion of Mr Lett, seconded by Mr Vile, it was decided to adjourn the: matter until 
the next meeting,  
10th July 1897 Monthly Meeting. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs ]{. Foist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, Z. M. 
Hoar, T, Dixon and W. Pragnell.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER’S RPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of 18s 4d. The sum 
of £22 was due from the Education Board as capitation, and liabilities amounted to £10 9s. 
Mr Daniell said the Town Lands Trustees understood that the School Committee had a credit 



balance of £l8  The Secretary pointed out that certain necessary liabilities had been [incurred 
immediately after the close of the financial year, which absorbed a large portion of the credit, 
The Chairman said the matter would be fully placed before the Trustees by next meeting. Jlr 
Daniell that was all he wanted.  
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. The Secretary of the Education Board wrote  granting leave of 
absence to Mr Darroch.  
The Chairman said that with regard to Mr J, Kay's return, he understood it would not be until 
after the Carterton School examination.  
ACCOUNTS. An account of 12s due to Mr Z. M, Hoar, was passed for payment,  
REPORTS. The Inspector's report was read showing that at his last visit 467 children were 
present out of 579 on the roll at the Main School, and 90 at the Infants School out of 110 on 
the roll. The report on both schools is highly satisfactory.  
VISITING MEMBER. 
Mr Easthope said he had given instruction, as visiting member, to procure some cap and coat 
hooks and also to have a stormwater pipe altered. 
Mr Feist was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed. 
17th July 1897 Part of a long article on Trust Lands Trust  
At the last meeting of the Masterton Town Lands Trust, a member objected to a proposed 
grant to the Masterton School Committee, on the From this it may be inferred inferred that, a 
local body which comes out with a deficit has a better chance of assistance from the 
Trust to one which conducts  its affairs with prudence. We may yet find the Trust on these 
lines offering a premium to financial meddlers. The Town Lands Trust has within its 
jurisdiction four schools which claim subsidies from it, and receive them with fair regularity 
But there appears to exist differences of opinion as to the respective amounts allocated to 
these schools, and unless the Trustees adopt some business Method of determining them there 
will always be unseemly quibbles raised, and, foolish objections started like the one to which 
we have specially referred. ….. 
23rd July 1894 Mr Cornelius Dixon informs us that if any tree pinning is to be done by the 
Masterton School children on Arbor Day this year  will be pleased to give them about fifty 
suitable trees. 
25th July 1894 Wellington Education Board It was resolved to discontinue the practice of 
making allowances to teachers for expenses incurred in taking up appointments, and 
applications from Mr. B. Kean (Taueru), Miss Nellie Arnold (Masterton), and Mr. TV. 
Ballachey (Wellington) were not entertained. 
1st August 1894 Mr. L. W. Dakin, B.A., has been appointed to temporarily act as second 
assistant teacher at the Masterton School, Mr. F. C. Everton, the present second master, 
having been appointed to the Thorndon  School. Mr. Dakin will relieve Mr. Everton 
immediately. 
2nd August 1894 Masterton, This Day. Arbor Day was celebrated here yesterday by the 
planting of laurels and pines in the school grounds. 
4th August 1894 Masterton, This Day. At a meeting of the Masterton Town Lands Trustees, a 
grant of £70 was made to the Masterton School, £25 to Fernridge School, and £95 to St. 
Patrick's School. A grant of .£15 was also made to the Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
4th August 1894 Mr W.G, Beard on behalf of the Masterton School Committee waited on the 
Town Lands Trustees at their meeting last 'night, and stated, in consequence of the resolution 



passed by the Trustees at their last meeting 'requesting information concerning  the finances 
of the School Committee balance sheet had been forwarded to them. The State School 
Committee's finances were very sound, as was shown by the last balance of £l8 odd. The 
extra grant that the School required was for special purposes, - They wanted to obtain 
scientific instruments, and  to make additions to the school library. They asked for this year 
an extra grant of £2O for the purposes named. He would like to point out that the value of the 
Town Lands Trust was increasing very much, and the annual receipts were much larger than 
formerly, The average attendance at the Masterton school was 600. The attendance at 
Greytown was only 300, and the Greytown Trust had made an advance in their grant to £60. 
The Chairman pointed out that there was. only one public school at Greytown, while the 
Masterton Trust gave grants to three schools. He would also like to mention that while the 
annual receipts were increasing, the expenditure was also increasing, at a greater rate, He 
noticed from the balance-sheet of the Committee that their expenditure had also increased. 
Mr Beard made mention of the question of a scholarship, which he had brought, two years 
ago, under the notice of the Trustees. 
The Chairman said the question ' had been considered by the Trustees. The Scholarship Fund 
was not very largo at present and would probably be almost entirely absorbed by the 
proposed purchase of the Drill Hall, which was built on a scholarship and which, therefore, 
the Trustees would prefer to deal with under the Scholarship Fund. Subsequently the matter 
of the grant was considered by the Trustees, 
Mr Daniell said it would soon be necessary to make some fixed rules with reference to 
ranking grants to schools. All the applications this year asked for an increase. '  
The Chairman agreed with Mr Daniell, bat remarked that there was very great difficulty in 
hitting on a good basis on which to make such a rule. 
Mr Feist pointed out that out of the four members of the Trust present, two were also 
members of the Masterton School Committee As a ' member of both bodies he felt some 
diffidence in making a proposal, as he knew some people imagined one '' could not do one's 
duty to two bodies. '  
The Chairman asked whether it was proposed to furnish the new teachers' room out of this 
grant. If  it was so would oppose the grant on principle.  
Mr Daniell replied that perhaps a couple of chairs might be bought, but it was not intended to 
lavishly furnish the room "with couches and linoleums."  
Mr Vile  said this was indefinite. He would like some understanding to be arrived at. The 
School Committee ought not to spend more than, say, £1 in furnishing the room.  
The Chairman then moved that the grant should be made.  
Mr Vile seconded the motion pro forma, but asked that the proviso above referred to should 
be added,  
The Chairman said, if it was desired he would alter his motion so as to stand, "That a grant of 
£70 be made to the Masterton School Committee on the understanding that no more than two 
chairs for the teachers' room be purchased."  
Mr Vile then seconded the motion which was carried, The application of the Fernridge 
School for £25 was then considered, On the motion of Mr Daniell, seconded by Mr Feist, it 
was decided to make the grant, The application of St Patrick's School for a grant of £l5 was 
complied with on the motion of Mr Feist seconded by Mr Daniell, 



11th August 1894 A little boy returning home from school yesterday afternoon, was struck on 
the head with a stone, in Queen-Street and a nasty cut inflicted. This stone throwing is 
becoming too common, and a sharp example needs to be made. 
14th August 1894 The attendance at the Masterton School last month was abnormally low 
owing to the prevalence of influenza The teaching staff was also seriously affected. The 
Masterton School Committee has confirmed the appointment of Mr. Dakin, B.A., as second 
assistant at the local school.  
14th August 1894 We are informed that some very filthy larrikin tricks, have lately been 
perpetrated at the Masterton School, during the  night time. A sharp lookout for anyone 
trespassing on the grounds, is to be  kept in future 
14th August 1894 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening, Present-Messrs Feist, (Chairman), W. G. Beard, Easthope,' Z. M. Hoar,' 
Pragnell, ; T. Dixon Wagg, Morris.  
; Mr Easthope was voted to the chair pending the arrival of Mr: Foist, who' was occupied at 
another meeting, 
MINUTES .The minutes of the previous  meeting were read and confirmed,  
TREASURER'S REPORT, The Treasurer reported a credit, balance of £6 9s lOd 
CORRESPONDENCE. . . From the Education Board re temporary appointment of Mr Dakin, 
to the Vacancy on the teaching staff; Appointment approved. :  
From the Masterton Town Lands Trust, stating that £70 had been paid to the credit of the 
Committee.  
From Mr G, S, W, Dalrymple stating that he would give two prizes, one to the boys and one 
to the girls, and asking that Mr Jackson be permitted to award them. Resolved  that Mr 
Dalrymple be asked to furnish the Committee with the nature of the prizes to be offered, : 
TEACHER’S Reports The headmaster reported that the number on the roll for the past month  
was 586, average attendance 430 percentage 73 
The low attendance was stated to be mainly due to the prevalence of influenza, and to some 
extent to the inclemency of the weather. During the month there has been a greater amount of 
sickness among the teaching staff than for several years, four of the, members having been 
away from this cause. On the 1st inst., Mr L. W. Dakin,- B.A arrived and took up the work of 
temporary second assistant. Mr Everton having been instructed to take up his permanent 
appointment at once, The annual. drawing examination will take place on the 5th proximo, 
and it will be necessary for the Committee  to appoint, supervisors, and several repairs were 
suggested as being necessary. ~ 
The head mistress  of the Infant School reported a good attendance on resuming after the md-
winter holidays, but many of the children were absent through influenza. Miss Keeling asked 
that maps, a, globe, and a list of reference. books for the assistance of the  teachers, The 
number on roll was 101 and average attendance 73 
Resolved that it be left with the Chairman- and Secretary, to, appoint supervisors for, the 
drawing examination, to be held on 5th September next. : Repairs suggested by Mr Jackson's 
report were left -for, the Committee to: deal with. 
The Committee decided to request the Board to supply the maps and globes, applied for by 
.Miss Keeling,   
Resolved that the books etc asked for by Miss Keeling be procured. 



TRANSFER OF INSPECTORS.  ; A circular was read from the Secretary of the Taradale 
School. Committee on the question of changing School Inspectors, embodying in it a 
resolution passed by the Committee  as follows  That in, the opinion of this Committee the 
present practice  of leaving ;the inspection and examination of' each Education District and: 
School District, year after year in the hands of the  same officer, is not conducive to the best 
interests of 'Education.' It is therefore  desirable to approach all the' School Committees in 
New 'Zealand,' with a view to obtaining their cooperation in representing to the Minister of 
Education the propriety of making arrangements that no School shall be under the same 
Inspector' for  two successive  years. The letter was held over for consideration of 'the 
Committee till' next meeting. 
ACCOUNTS Accounts. amounting .to £6 19s 8d were passed for payment and-the meeting 
adjourned. 
30th August 1894 It was notified that Mr J. P, Dakin, Masterton, had accepted an appointment 
at Napier, and it was resolved to advertise the  vacancy 
11th September 1894 The annual examination of the  Masterton Main school commences on 
October 8th. The Masterton School Committee has issued a batch of absentee notices. 
11th September 1894 Monthly Meeting. The regular monthly  meeting of the Masterton 
School was held last evening, Present: Messrs E, Feist (Chairman), W, Pragnell, Z; M. Hoar. 
T: Dixon, W. M, Easthope, W, Morris, T, Wagg and W.G. Beard. '  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting  were read and confirmed, .. ' 
 TREASURER’S REPORT.  The Treasurer reported  a credit balance at date of £l 12s 8d 
Capitation would come to hand ill October. :  
TEACHERS. It was explained that Mr Dakin had offered to remain another fortnight from 
the termination of his engagement, and his time would be up on Friday next, and there was at 
present no assistant available to take his place. The opinion was expressed that the numerous 
changes of teachers lately was very bad for the school.  
The chairman said that the Board was now advertising for a second assistant for the 
Masterton School.  
Mr Jackson suggested that the Board be asked to .supply a temporary teacher, until a 
permanent ono is appointed.  
It was decided to adopt' this course,    
REPORTS. The Head Teacher .reported 580 scholars on the roll, with an average attendance 
of 464. The attendance, which has been exceptionally bad, is now recovering.  
Repairs were needed to. The lower portions of the two playgrounds, and to the box covering 
the spring from which the school water supply is drawn.  It was decided to leave the repairs 
to the water-box in the hands of the visiting member,  
The report of the Head Mistress of the Infants' School showed the average attendance for the 
past month to had been 83, with 102 children on the roll. The attendance, on the whole, has 
been good. Maps were needed for the teachers’ use, which the Board would not supply 
The Secretary stated that the appliances asked for would cost two guineas (A guinea was one 
pound and one shilling)  
The Chairman was authorised to purchase the maps and globes 
ACCOUNTS The following accounts were passed for payment W Pragnell £2 1s, J Payton 
and Co £1 5s 6d, W C Cargill 10s 6d, H Beale 5s, T Humphries 6s 



SCHOOL INSPECTION The Chairman .read, a circular from the Taradale School  
Committee asking the Masterton Committee’s support re approaching the Minister of 
Education with the view of obtaining an annual change of -Inspectors. 
The Chairman said as far as he could gather gather the feeling of the committee  \was not in 
favour of the change suggested.  
Mr Dixon thought a too frequent change would not be beneficial 
Mr  Morris thought a change of Inspectors very desirable.  
The Chairman moved that  in the  opinion 'of  this Committee the present mode of inspection 
was satisfactory, and that a reply to this effect be sent to the Taradale Committee. 
 Mr Beard did not see what objections there could be to, .occasional changes; - Good might 
be derived by infusing new life into teachers and schools'. At the same time, too frequent 
changes were not good.  
Mr Easthope said', a change every five years might be good, but the 'annual change he should 
not favour 
Mr Jackson said' that the district owed a, good deal to Inspector Lee who was the director of  
education in the District, aid he did not think anything would be gained by the suggested' 
changes. Legislation on the subject would shortly.be "before the House 
Mr Beard moved that while  recognising that changes may be beneficial to the interests of. 
Education the Committee did not see its way clear to go the length suggested by the Taradale-
Committee 
Mr Morris seconded the motion which was carried,  Mr Feist withdrawing his  motion 
ABSENTEE LIST, The Secretary stated 'that absentee; notices had been sent out. 
11th September 1897 The Masterton School Committee last night affirmed the desirability of 
having periodical changes of school inspectors. 
24th September 1894 WELLINGTON DISTRICT.  
THE Examination for Scholarships, tenable for two years from 1st January 1895, offered by 
the Education Board, will be held simultaneously in the Lecture Hall of the Education Board 
Office, Wellington, and in the  Masterton School on WEDNESDAY, 17th, and THURSDAY, 
18th October, at 10 a. m.  
The examination is open to all children under 15 years of age on the 1st October  next, 
attending any school established or constituted under the provisions of the Education Act, 
1877, and subject to the control and management of this Board.  
The names, ages, and addresses of all intending competitors must be forwarded to me not 
later than the 11th October.  
The Scholarships are thus appropriated :—  
Ten Scholarships of £15 annual value, open to all children attending any school in the City of 
Wellington or Kilbirnie.  
Three Scholarships of .£30 annual value, open to all children attending any school in the 
Wairarapa District.  
Two Scholarships of .£30 or four of .£15 annual value , open to all children attending any 
school in the Country Districts (south of Rimutaka and Kereru  to City), according to distance 
from Wellington.  
ARTHUR DORSET, Secretary. Education Office, Wellington, 22nd September 1894 
27th September 1894 Wellington Education Board Leave of absence given to Miss Keeling 



5th October 1894 Mr. R. S. Collie, B A., LL.B., has been appointed temporary assistant 
teacher at the Masterton School in place of Mr. R. Darroch, who, on account of ill-health, has 
been granted six months' leave of absence, and has loft on a visit to England 
9th October 1894 The annual examination of the Masterton School is now taking place,  Mr 
Collie, temporary assistant at the , Masterton School commenced his duties yesterday. 
At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening, Mr W H Jackson reported 
that a great nuisance existed at the school through a large number of mangy and ownerless 
dogs frequenting the premises and rubbing against the clothes and stealing the dinners of the 
children. It was resolved to draw the attention of the Inspector of Nuisances to the matter 
9th October 1894 Monthly Meeting. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee 1 was held last evening. Present:—  Messrs W. G. Beard (in the chair) s C. E. 
Daniell, W. M. Easthope, T. Wagg, W. Morris, E. Feist, Z. M. Hoar, and W. Pragnell 
MINUTES The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed;  
TREASURER’S REPORT, The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £2 8s 8d, Capitation is 
.now due, also £50 from the Town Trust Lands Trustees. 
ASSISTANT The Secretary of the Education Board wrote stating that Mr Collie would be 
willing to accept the appointment of assistant until the end OF of the present year only. 
INFANTS SCHOOL, Miss Keeling reported 95 scholars on the roll at the Infants' School, 
with an average attendance of 85. The fence at the back of the school needed repairing. 
Owing to ill health Miss Keeling stated that she had been compelled to apply for a short leave 
of absence, which the Board had granted. Miss Harvey was in charge of the school. The 
question of repairing the fence was left in the hands of the visiting member and the 
Chairman,  to report at next meeting.  
MAIN' SCHOOL. The Head Teacher reported that 582 scholars are now on the roll,  with an 
average attendance for the month of  488. In spite of the nearness of the annual examination 
the attendance has not been good, owing  to the bad weather of the past three weeks. The 
reports were adopted, 
ACCOUNTS. The following account was passed for payment: Z. M. Hoar, £1 12s 9d, 
ABSENTEE LIST. : The Secretary stated that absentee notices had boon served on several 
parents, and in most cases the children were attending. 
VISITING TEACHER Mr Pragnell was appointed visiting member.  
GENERAL. A letter to the Chairman (Mr E. Feist) asking permission to give a limelight 
entertainment on geographical subjects was read. 
Mr Feist said he had brought the  matter up, because in some cases these lectures were not 
always profitable. He knew nothing of the writer of the letter. The Headmaster, with whom 
he quite agreed, thought  it desirable that something further should be known before the offer 
was accepted,  
It was resolved that no action be taken by the Committee.  
A box of pens and holders and a box of compasses etc., offered by Mr G. S. W. Dalrymple as 
prizes were submitted to the Committee.  
Mr Daniell proposed that the gifts be not accepted Mr Pragnell seconded and the motion was 
carried.  
Mr Morris drew attention to the broken state of the fireplaces. He would move that the 
Education Board's attention be called to the matter.—Carried. 



 It was resolved that the hour of meeting during the summer months be 8 o'clock instead of 
7.30, ; The meeting then adjourned,  
15th October 1894 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Annual Examination. We are indebted to Mr W. E <M Jackson, Head Teacher, for the 
following pass lists of the above school:— \\  
Standard VII Boys.-William Ayson, Houston Boddington, George Blane, Stanley Bunting, 
Alfred Butement, Cullen, Arthur Elkins, Bernard Holmwood, William Hogg, William 
McGregor, George Sellar, William Winter.  
Girls.—  Violet Boddington, Alexandra Brown, Alice Bowser, Ethel D'Arcy, Annie McPhee, 
Amelia Nicholls, Annie Petersen, Eliza Wallis. 
Standard VI. Boys.—Edward. Amoore, Murray Cameron, Kenmore Johnston, Norman Lee, 
Richard Nicholls, Frank O'Connor, Bertie Richards, Louis Shepherd, Frank Temple Duncan 
Wilton, Harry West, Frank West, Richard Young.  
Girls. —Alice Broadbent; Stella Dixon, Kate Easthope, Kate Pickett, Olivia Richardson. 
Standard V, Girls—Bessie Bradford; Phoebe Butler, Annie Cave, Helen Exell, Nellie Hogg, 
Margaret McKenzie, Amy Pickering, Edith Peterson, Margaret Robertson, Eliza Robieson, . 
Rosa Waite, Mary Williams, Ruby Winteringham, Edith Welch.  
Boys.—Harold Brown, Charles Braggins, George Bennington, Joseph Carpenter, Thomas 
Flaws, James Harvey, Stanley Hutchison, Henry Judd, Frank Rooks, Henry Rooks, Arthur 
Robins, Grenville Rutherford, James Sellar. 
Standard IV. ; Boys.—Robert Adams, John Alexander, Charles Ayson, William Apperley, 
Robert Carpenter, Hadlow Chisholm, John Cade, Fred D'Arcy, William Heggie, Robert 
Hunter, Alexander Keith, Leopold Mandel, James McCormack, Alexander McKenzie, James 
Parkes, George Payne , Hugh Perry, Patrick Reardon, Alexander Robertson, Sydney Smith, 
Joseph Snell,' Alfred Topping, Clarence Williams, Ivanhoe Winteringham.  
Girls—Harriet Allen, Lily Byford, Flora Crawford, Winnie Daniell, Laura Eves, Annie 
'Elliotte, Ruth Fill, Dorcas Ingram, Lenna Iorns, Nellie Jenkins, Claudia Mackay, Madge 
Nevin, Lilian Ockenden, Ida Perry,  Effie Ransome, Kathleen Robins, Ada Stone, Annie 
Shaw, Eva Shepherd, Maggie Smith,, Ethel Tricker, Emma Webb, Alice Wrigley.  
Standard III,  Boys.—Alexander Adams, Hugh Ayson, Bruce Brown; Alfred Cade, Ernest 
Cameron, Leonard Carey, Leslie Chisholm, Fred. Cole,' Albert Donald, Lewis Downer, 
Alfred Elkins, Charles Gillespie, Herbert Green, Leslie Holdaway,  Henry Howard, George 
Howard, Howard Jackson, Charles Jones, Herbert Jones, William King, Ernest Marsh, 
William Moult, Hector McKenzie, Henry Osman, James Payton, William Reid, Edward 
Richards, Charles Ross, Rupert Spackman, Roy Townsend, David Vowless, William West, 
Arthur Williams. 
Girls—Ethel 'Andrew, Martha Andrew, Louisa Baker, Sarah Butcher, Alice Bartlett, Roberta 
Bowser, Beatrice Braggins, Florence Berriman, Pearl Cullen, Edith Carpenter, Hilda Corbett, 
Annie  Cartright  Zillah Couborne, Vera Dixon, J Dorreen, Mary Easthope, ? Harvey, Helen 
H. Eva Hooper, May Howden, Hannah Howard. ? Ingram, May Johnston, Katie Jones, Eva 
Jones, Flora Joyce, Fidelia King, Emmeline Langley, Emma Maxted, May McCormack 
Hermie Mackay, Mary McLennan, Maggie Maguire, Lily O'Meara, ; Kathleen O'Connor, 
Maggie Payton, Jessie Pinkerton ,Eva Rigg, Ada Spackman, Lizzie Shepherd, Louise Smith, 
Marie Taylor, Ethel Ward, Constance Ward, Lottie Wickens.  



Standard 11. . Boys—Arthur Allsworth, Frank Andrews, Ottiwell Bremner, George Broom, 
Ingham Coradine, Cecil Dixon, Archie Daniell, Charles Duncan, Donald Finlayson, Harry 
Gorringc, Neil Gray, Robert Henry, William Hatch, Percy Holmes, William Hunter, William 
Iorns, John Kingdon, Kenneth Keith, Walter Lee, Fred Leeks, Arthur La Roche, Malcolm 
Mackay, Kenneth McLennan, William Norman, Robert Russel, Vincent Richards John 
Thompson, Herbert Whitt, Charles Winter, John Wise.  
Girls—Gertrude Apperley, Amy Andrews, Julia Butler, Elizabeth Budd, Dora Christensen, 
Angelina Cole,  Florence D’Arcy Maud Downer, Cissie Duncan, Violet Elley, Edith Exell, 
Lily Fletcher, Elizabeth Forman, Violet Hewitt, May Howell, Agnes Hogg, Iva Haskell, Ella 
Ibbetson, Olive Iorns, May Johns, Maud Morris, Beatrice McLachlan, Winnie Nicholls, 
Cissie West, Kate Wallis, Maud Watson, Ada Webb,  
Standard 1, Boys,—Charles Brunton, George Baker, Albert Billington, Frank Braggins, 
Charles Bills, Arthur Le Boutillier, Alfred Corbett, Henry Carson, Walter Cook, Thomas 
Chandler, Jack Fowler, Reginald Green, Eric Hutchison, Leslie Jago, Norman Jones, George 
Jones, Herbert Merrick, John Pickett, Archie Pragnell, Joseph Reardon, Arthur Bigg, Harold 
Reynolds, Rupert Sutton, Clarence Walton, Harold Williams 
Girls-Ellen Andrews?. ? Allsworth, Emma Byrn, Mary Bentley, Lily Beere, Emily Barton 
Nellie Cave, Eva Christensen, Emilia Collotte, Alice Couborne, Fanny Dixon, Violet Dixon, 
Elsie  Dew, Blanche Easthope, Emma Flaws, Annie Hounslow, Lizzie 'Howden, Maude 
Hawke, Amy Holdaway, Alice Hall, Virtue Ingram, Amy Judd, Ethel Lyons, Lucy Ngatuere, 
Wallis Pinkerton, Janie Robertson, Mabel Rigg, Florence Ross, Hester Robins, Edith 
Soblofski, Agnes Temple, Emma Treen, May Williams, Gertie Williams, Lizzie Williamson, 
Maggie Williamson Florence West, 
 
17th October 1894 The Wairarapa branch of the Wellington Educational Institute held a 
meeting in the Masterton School on Saturday to discuss the pension and life assurance 
scheme now offered to teachers by the Government. Messrs Watson (Te Aro), Pilkington 
(Porirua), and Ward (Johnsonville) attended from. Wellington to lay information concerning 
the scheme before the meeting, but it was decided to postpone a further discussion of the 
subject until it has been dealt "with by the N. Z Educational Council, which meets in January 
next at Invercargill. 
30th October 1894 The obituary of Robert Morton who taught in the early 1870’s at 
Masterton school  
referring to the sad death of Mr Robert Morton, which we reported yesterday, and who was 
well-known by the older residents in the Wairarapa, the Evening Post says:—With feelings of 
the deepest regret we record the death of an old and highly-respected citizen— Mr Robert 
Morton, whose body was found floating in the harbour early on Sunday morning. Mr Morton, 
who was 52 years of age, was very near sighted, and it is supposed that whilst walking on the 
wharf he fell over into the harbour, but it will not be positively known until the inquest 
whether death was caused by drowning, or due to some ill. And for this reason;—' When the 
body was recovered it was floating in an upright position, the head being above water, with 
the hat on, whilst the hands still grasped a walking slick. The face was much flushed, and at 
present the supposition is that deceased fell into the water in a fit. Therefore it is that the 
Coroner has deemed a post mortem examination necessary. For the past 25 years Mr Morton 
has taught schools in the Wellington Provincial District, including five years' service at the 



Terrace School, and nearly six years' as headmaster at Kilbirnie, Prior to these periods he had 
schools in Masterton and in Greytown, for three years each, he then returned to' Wellington, 
where ho spent eight years at Bowden's High School and Morton's Private Academy in Abel 
Smith Street—on the site formerly occupied by the Girls' High School. On the 13th of this 
month he received a temporary appointment as assistant master at Mount Cook Boys' School. 
_ Mr Morton was a man of high scholastic attainments, beloved by the children placed under 
his charge, and enjoyed the entire friendship and esteem of all whose privilege it was to know 
him. From the establishment of the Kent-terrace Presbyterian Church to a short while ago, Mr 
Morton was an elder of that congregation,  
The inquest was held yesterday afternoon, before Mr J. Ashcroft, Coroner. David Alexander 
Morton, son of the deceased, deposed that there was nothing unusual about his father's 
manner when he left home on Saturday evening last. He had been somewhat pressed in 
money matters but did not seem to be unduly depressed by it. He had decided to sell his 
property and go  up country. There was a large margin over the mortgage on the house, and 
there was no fear of actual poverty. He had been teaching at Mount Cook School since 
October and was to be there until November 15. He was a strictly temperate man—in fact, a 
teetotaller. He was ill about two years ago and off and on had not been well since. He used to 
have giddy fits and had fallen once or twice. His age was 52 years. About seven months ago 
witness saw him fall he flushed very much and was insensible for about 10 minutes. Dr Tripe, 
who has made a post-mortem examination of the body, said he found signs of apoplexy, and 
was satisfied from the symptoms that he had been seized with an apoplectic fit. That would 
be sufficient to account for his falling into the  water, and from the other symptoms he was of 
opinion that drowning was the immediate cause of death. The evidence of the son, which he 
had heard, led him to the belief that deceased had had attacks of an apoplectic character 
before, which got worse as they recurred. The jury found that deceased fell into the water 
while suffering from an apoplectic fit and was accidentally drowned , 
13th November 1894 At a meeting of the Masterton School Committee last  evening it was 
decided to rigorously enforce the new School Attendance Act. The annual report of 
Inspectors Lee and Fleming was read, stating that the school had fully maintained its standard 
of efficiency 
examinations say that the general work of the School is well sustained as a whole, but the 
changes in the. teaching' staff of Standard 5, .have been trying to the management. The 
general control and up-keep  of the school are very commendable.  
13th November 1894  The public -do not like mystery, even in educational matters.':' There' 
was a mystery  over the late annual examination and the Masterton School Committee has 
unwisely declined-to investigate it. There would have been a further mystery over the 
Inspector's report- only. the' Committee fortunately made a stand out this point. There are too 
many mysteries already, the Minister of Education being one, the Board another, and the 
Committee occasionally a third. Some of the mysterious are slightly amusing. After the. 
Board with  ‘bell, book, and candle" abolished corporal punishment an urchin in a public 
school came home exultant 'and proudly exclaimed " there were four sticks broken in our 
school this morning," The particular mystery last evening. of the School Committee, was the 
falling off in the annual' examination. . Last  Year returns gave 89 per cent of passes for the 
four highest standards this year yielded 75 per cent, Last year's, passes for, the sixth- standard 
were 95 per cent, this year's 46 per cent; for the fifth standard last year 90 per cent, this year 



42 per cent. Now why should there be any mystery or concealment about plain matters of fact 
of this kind. On the face  of them they demand explanation and why should the School 
Committee burk a necessary enquiry. The general efficiency of the School is excellent, but 
why this tremendous fall in the barometer ? 
13th November 1894 Monthly Meeting, The regular monthly, meeting of the Masterton 
School- Committee was held last evening. Present, ' Messrs E. Feist (Chairman),Daniell, 
Easthope, Dixon, Hoar, T. Wagg, - Morris and Pragnell,  
MINUTES The minutes of the last meeting wore read and confirmed 
TREASURER’S REPORT The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £11 11s 11d, 
with,  £50 still to come from the Town Lands Trustees. 
The Secretary of the Education Board .wrote that the Board's carpenter would attend to the 
repairs at the school next month or in January. 
From the same inclosing new regulations. Also notifying that 10 per cent, was added to the 
capitation to save application to the .Board for all small requirements 
The report of the inspector of the last examination was: received 
 ACCOUNTS. The following accounts  were passed for payment : R T. Holmes, £6 4s 2d; Z, 
M, Hoar, £1 6s 6d 
REPORTS  The Headmaster's report, showing- the average attendances to. be 484, with 585 
children on the roll, was read. Mr Jackson also explained the provisions of the new School  
attendance Bill " (already mentioned in our columns), and stated that at least twenty children 
on the roll were being kept away from school more than three times every week, without any 
valid excuse; On the other hand there were children attending so irregularly as in the past, 
owing probably to the action taken ,by the Committee in applying, the old compulsory 
clauses,  
Miss Keeling reported; that the average attendance, at the Infant's School, during the past six 
weeks, to have been 82 with 104 on the roll.  
The Chairman, referring to the now compulsory clauses of the Act, said that the alterations 
would probably  have a good effect if a firm stand were taken. He would propose that the 
compulsory clauses be enforced where necessary,  
 Mr Pragnell said a lot of people were under the impression that after a child had passed the 
fourth standard the parents were no longer compelled to send that child to school.  
The Chairman said this was an erroneous idea. The Act applied to.' all children from 7 to 13 
years of age.  
The absentee list was read over by the Secretary. Mr Easthope moved that no child be 
debarred from attending' school  for want of boots.'  
Mr Jackson said this was so at present. No child was debarred from attending' through not 
having boots; Children, however, would not came if he should like the resolution put so that 
parents might know that the want of boots was no excuse for absence, Years ago in Otago he 
had seen in several schools, half the scholars without boots. 
Mi' Wagg seconded the motion which was carried 'the chairman remarking that he hardly 
thought it was necessary.  
INSOECTOR’S REPORT The Chairman moved the adoption of the Inspector's report.  
Mr Wagg seconded the motion  
Mr Daniell thought that the report be open to the press, to publish what they thought fit. 



Mr Jackson, 'by permission of the Chairman, pointed out that  the figures in the report would 
not be understood by the general public, ' He had personally no objection to the publication of 
the details, but he thought no good would, be done  thereby.  
The Chairman said when they had a Head Master of Mr Jackson's standing, it was, he 
thought, only right to fall in with his wishes.  
Mr Daniell thought they should keep nothing from the public. He would move that the report 
be handed to the press.  
Mr Jackson said the reason was solely that the document was a private one to the Committee, 
If the Inspectors knew that the reports were to be public they would not speak so plainly if it 
became necessary to do so, 
Mr Easthope seconded Mr Daniell's motion. It seemed to him that there should have been a 
reason given if the report was not so satisfactory as last year. 
The motion was then put and carried Messrs Feist and Morris voting against it. 
Mr Easthope said that he had been informed that instructions had been given to the Inspectors 
to make the sixth standard examination very much harder because so many children were 
passing through the standard and therefore qualifying for competition for Government billets 
that the market was overstocked. What it meant was practically shutting out poor peoples   
children because the parents could not afford to keep them at school another year if they did 
happen to fail. He would therefore move that  the Education Board  be asked to state who 
issued instructions to the Inspectors, He had reason to believe that it came from a higher 
authority than the Board 
Mr Easthope's resolution was not seconded, and therefore fell through.  
VISITING MEMBER Mr Wagg was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed. 
21st November 1894 The only pupil of the Masterton School who was ’ successful in the 
recent scholarship examination was Miss Alexandra M. Brown, daughter of Mr It. Brown. 
Town Clerk. I understand that she intends availing herself of the benefits to ho derived from 
the scholarship. 
22nd November 1894 Six scholarships have been taken, in six successive years by children 
attending the Masterton school. This says a good deal for the efficiency of the teaching staff. 
24th November 1894 The children attending the Masterton School have been given a half-
holiday today, on the occasion of the Athletic Club’s sports. The Masterton School children 
have subscribed £6 7s 6d towards the Wairarapa relief fund. 
7th December 1894 It is reported that one or two of the elder girls at the Masterton School 
have been punished for seeking shelter under  certain trees in the school ground. Their 
parents have In consequence withdrawn them from the school, and there is likely to be a 
rumpus 
26th November 1896 THE WAIRARAPA DISASTER. 
By Telegraph.—Press Association. Auckland, November 23, 
The steamer Ohinemuri has returned from the Great Barrier with the members of the Court of 
Enquiry, the counsel engaged. Mr Johnston (third officer) and Mr J. Henderson (local 
manager of the Union Company). The party visited the scene of the wreck and the bays 
where the drowned were buried. 
The second attempt to blow up the wreck with dynamite has failed. The salvage party at the 
wreck of the Wairarapa have abandoned operations, the wreck having commenced to break 
up through the action of the sea 



7th December 1894 A report which has been current, that the headmaster of the Masterton 
School cained (sic) certain of the elder girls in the school for seeking shelter from the rays of 
the Bun under the trees in the school ground, has been denied by the headmaster 
11th December 1894 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening the head 
master reported that he bad administered corporal chastisement of a mild character to certain 
big girls, and that one of them had left the school in consequence, He claimed that the 
discipline of the school compelled bis action, and the Committee expressed full confidence in 
his discretion, There is, however, a' principle at stake. The Board prohibits corporal 
punishment, and either its regulation is wrong, or it should be obeyed. It would have been 
better for the Committee to have faced this dilemma, still by the course it adopted it 
practically condemns the regulation of the Board. 
11th December 1894 Nine Native children attend the Masterton School. Mr Jackson speaks 
highly of their cleanliness and good behaviour. regarding the alleged punishment of girls at 
the Masterton Main School, the Head Teacher in a lengthy report presented to the School 
Committee last evening, explained that the punishment awarded was a mild stroke with the 
cane on each hand, calculated to influence by its effect rather than its amount, the offence 
having been absolute refusal to obey a teacher, and afterwards explaining that they had acted 
so, knowing that they would not get punished. The parents of two out of three girls punished, 
voluntarily intimated that they were perfectly satisfied with Mr Jackson's action; the mother 
of the other child while expressing regret that her daughter had been "rude and disobedient," 
intimates that the child has left the School, Mr Jackson understands that this latter child was 
leaving in any case very shortly. The Chairman said they were perfectly satisfied with Mr 
Jackson's explanation, and the matter was dropped. 
11th December 1894 The regular monthly mooting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (Chairman),Daniell, Easthope, Dixon, Beard, 
Pragnell, and Hoar.  
MINUTES. : The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT, The Treasurer reported a credit at date & 10 19s 9d.  
REPORTS. The Head Teacher reported the average attendance for the month to be 489 with 
577 scholars on the roll, The attendance has been good but is. beginning to break a little in 
anticipation of the Christmas holidays. Miss Keeling reported an average l attendance of 90 at 
the Infants' School during-the month, with 108 on the rail. 
DISCIPLINE; Mr W. H. Jackson placed in the hands of the Chairman a special report with 
regard certain statements made in the Star re punishment of girls, 
The Chairman said 'he was perfectly satisfied with the report and Head Teacher's explanation 
that he was merely maintaining discipline. It was needless to occupy the Committee's time 
with the matter; Mr Beard said he thought that if notice was taken of every little paragraph, 
the Committee would have nothing else to do but receive reports on such matters.. 
The Chairman and Messrs Easthope and Pragnell expressed the  opinion that no notice should 
be taken by the Master or Committee of matters of this kind, ' 
SCHOLARSHIP. It, was resolved to apply to the Town Lands Trustees.; for the usual grant 
m aid of the, scholarship won by Alexandra Brown. 
NATIVE SCHOLARS , Mr. Dixon asked how many native children attended the school.  
Mr Jackson said there were eleven, and all came remarkably clean and well-dressed,  
INFANTS'SCHOOL. Mr Daniell said Mr. Chapman had asked him to bring up the matter of  



a fence between the Infants  School and his property, which 'Mr Chapman considered too 
low. Nothing was done on the matter. 
 Mr Daniell having no recommendation to make.  
VISITING MEMBER Mr Beard, was appointed visiting  and the meeting  adjourned 
20th December 1894 The annual examination of the pupil teachers in the Wairarapa District 
was commenced by the Head Inspector, in the Masterton School to-day, and will be 
concluded to-morrow. There  are twenty three teachers under examination, 
21st December 1894 We understand that Mr Darroch, who has returned from England much 
improved in health, will resume ,his old position at the Masterton' School after the Christmas 
holidays 
 
 

1894	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
5th February School reopened today. The painting and varnishing had not been completed by 
the date fixed by the Board for reopening. The Committee therefore arranged to keep the 
school closed for an extra week. All teachers are present and attendance is very good. The 
smell from the fresh paint is very perceptible but with attention to ventilation it is not likely 
to effect the children, During the extra week I had the school scrubbed out and all the 
windows opened day and night. Have admitted today nearly forty new scholars 
9th The attendance  for the week has been very good 495 
12th I have come to  the conclusion that I must make fresh arrangement for the seventh 
standard . The attendance is less than thirty today 
Mr Feist the chairman of the School Committee brought Mr R Darroch to school today and 
informed me it was proposed to send Mr Kay to take charge of Carterton School during Mr 
Brann’s absence and to replace Mr Kay in this school by the temporary appointment of Mr 
Darroch. I concurred with the arrangement 
21st Mr Kay received instruction to proceed to Carterton and take charge today. Mr Darroch 
reported himself 
26th I have rearranged the classes today. Combining the VI and VII giving Mr Darroch the V 
and all the teachers of the standards,  a class lower. With regards to het VII I have arranged to 
take them entirely during afternoon school every day, and also further assist Mr Waite by 
taking the drill, singing, science and part of the drawing of his glass 
27th The Town Lands Trustees have awarded a subsidiary scholarship of £	10 a year to Fred 
Daniell, on the application of the School Committee thus establishing the position that every 
winner of a scholarship has a right to expect a grant as  a matter of right and not a favour. In 
former cases it has been the custom to inquire into the position of the parent applying for a 
grant, and a good deal of unpleasantness has resulted 
The Secretary of the Board informs me that he has intimated that Miss Keeling that her 
department will be placed under me 
1st March Mr De Mey commenced a two day’s visit 
2nd Mr De Mey finished her classes this afternoon. He was unable to give any attention to the 
teachers as arranged, having an engagement at Miss Shepherd’s private school. He promised 
to make a visit next week for the purpose 



9th The attendance  for the week has been very good. Mr De Mey has not been to give the 
promised lesson to the pupil teachers 
14th I am very pleased with the manner in which Mr Darroch is handling his class. He has 
already given me a good impression  
20th March A holiday was observed yesterday the day fixed for St Patricks Holiday 
The School Committee met last night. Miss Keeling’s request that the Committee should use 
its influence to prevent the proposed change taking  place was discussed, The committee 
agreed to request the Board not to make the  change . The chairman informed me that Miss 
Keeling had  canvassed the members of the committee in connection with the matter and they 
had pledged themselves to do  as she wished as she was in such distress over the matter” 
I always attend the meetings of the committee but on this occasion from doing so as also 
from using my influence in connection with the case 
22nd March School closed for Easter Holiday 
30th The broken week has resulted in a very poor attendance  
5th April Half Holiday on account of the amateur athletic sports 
20th Have given particular attention to the Infant Room this week. The work is now going 
very smoothly. Have recommended Miss Keen to set herself to work to develop the 
Kindergarten occupation more thoroughly 
25th Introduced wool stitching in the Infant rooms beginning with a geometric copy. I find it 
is quite an easy matter to prepare cards of different patterns for the use of the children 
27th Attendance for the week has been good Capable work has been done by all classes 
4th May I find myself several handicapped in keeping up the supervision of the school and in 
giving special lesson by having the seventh standard on my hands for the whole of every 
afternoon. I find the course necessary as Mr Waite is not able to do justice to the seventh 
standard work. With the exception of that of about six or seven boys and girls the work of the 
class is bad. No enthusiasm is shown and it is only by the expenditure of a good deal of 
energy, that a spirit of work can be infused into the class 
11th Headmaster absent yesterday 
14th A conversazione was held by the Wairarapa Teachers in this school on Friday evening 
last and was a very great success. Teachers from all parts of the district being present. School 
was closed only half an hour earlier than usual 
Received from the Board the following science apparatus for the occasion and for after- use 
in the school- model steam engine, water hammer, magnesium ribbon, 3 test tubes with glass 
feet 
18th There has been a slight fall in the attendance this week owing to a number of cases of 
whooping cough 
22nd I have received from the Sec of the School Committee a request to supply the chairman 
with the following information relating to my infant rooms 
Average Roll, average attendance, and staff for every quarter of the past year. After 
ascertaining that this information is desired by a Mrs Dawson of Pahiatua to be used in 
connection with a private agitation, I have declined to supply it except through the Board 
25th School was closed yesterday Queen’s Birthday. The The attendance is decreasing Many 
children attending school are suffering from colds 
1st June The weather of the last four days has been so severe that the attendance has been 
completely ruined. On no occasion during the last five years has it been so bad 



The furniture for the new classroom arrived today 
5th  I received a visit yesterday afternoon from Mr A B Adair, manager for Miss Adair 
Balloonist, asking me to arrange for a half holiday on Thursday to enable the children to 
witness the inflation of the balloon, the ascent and descent of the balloonist by means of 
parachute 
7th I have ascertained that nearly every child in the Upper Standards has obtained permission 
from his or her parents to witness the balloon ascent this afternoon. I have therefore arranged 
with the chairman of the School Committee to grant a half holiday this afternoon 
8th Received the cords to complete the last blind in the infant room after waiting for them just 
over a year 
11th Have placed on the library shelves 45 new books 
18th Attendance toady below half. The weather is exceptionally bad. Miss H Kean absent for 
the day through illness 
22nd I have had the new library books covered with canvas and the old repaired 
28th School closed for the holiday. Mr Darroch leaves the staff today, Have examined his 
class Standard V and find that the work is in a satisfactory state the oral part showing most 
weakness. I am sorry to lose him as I have found him to be a teacher of good influence 
16th July School reopened today. Miss Sage is absent. I  have received a letter intimating that 
she is too ill to resume her duties for several weeks. Mr Everton commenced his duties in 
place of Mr Darroch. Have spent most of the day with him 
20th Average for week only 431. Have spent a great deal of time in making inquiries and have 
sent a great number of absence notices but cannot stir the attendance. If the replies I have 
received are all true there must be a very great amount of sickness prevalent 
23rd Attendance a little better, but still poor. Have sent notes to a large number of absentees 
25th Improved attendances for the last two days. Many of the children are troubled with bad 
colds 
26th Very boisterous wet day. Attendance  again reduced below half 
27th Mr Everton has nicely established himself with his class. He seems to have grasped the 
scope of the work and my mind is considerably relieved on account of the class 
1st August I have received an intimation that Mr Daken B A is to take Mr Everton’s place in 
this school The later having been appointed to the Thorndon School I was given to 
understand by the Secretary that Mr Everton would remain till Christmas 
3rd Weather very severe  attendance below half There is now a great amount of sickness 
prevailing. Miss Sage returned to school on Monday Afternoon after a Fortnight’s absence. 
Miss Bunting was absent on Monday and Tuesday and Miss Kean on Wednesday 
6th Monday Wet + Cold. Poor attendance  
7th Mr Waite absent through illness 
10th Mr Waite has been away the last four days through an attack of influenza. I have taken 
his class and give them a thorough examination. I find they are strong in no subject, their best 
subjects are spelling and composition. Their very weak ones are grammar and Geography. 
They know practically nothing of sixth standard parsing. The class is by no means in a 
satisfactory state 
13th Have applied for 80 papers in Freehand, 50 in scale, 60 geometry and 20 in model 
For the forthcoming examination. I find it useless presenting more as there are fewer strong 
candidates this year 



17th Mr Dakin is all at sea with the work of the fifth standard. He is trying his best but the 
class is suffering in his hands. I am giving him every help but even this does not make up for 
his ignorance of the work and inexperience 
20th School commenced with a good attendance this morning, the largest Monday’s 
attendance for many weeks 
24th The attendance for the week though not very high has been the best for the last four 
months. This is the first week for a long time in which I have felt satisfied with the week’s 
work. The infant room work is progressing capitally. The stitching with colored wools has 
proved very attractive 
27th Attendance 508 Roll 597 
28th Examined Standard V I find they have fallen off considerably and appear to have lost 
confidence in themselves. Their viva Voce work is lifeless 
31st That a good deal of time the last two days with Standard V trying to rouse the class to 
greater interest in its work 
3rd September Mr Dakin left on Friday having accepted an appointment in the Napier High 
School. The class is now without a teacher. I wrote last week to the secretary asking that Mr 
Dakin be allowed to remain for another fortnight. Mr Dakin having intimated his desire to do 
so, but have had no reply 
4th Have received an intimation from the secretary that Mr Dakin may remain for two weeks 
longer 
7th The work of the week has again been very much interfered with by the way of bad 
weather Attendance for week 424 Roll 580 
The annual drawing examination took place on Wednesday supervised by Messrs Feist 
(Chairman) Pragnell and Hoar 
10th A good attendance to begin week. Have spent a good part of the day with the fifth 
standard. The class is in a very backward state. Mr Dakin leaves at the end of the week with 
no one yet to succeed him. 
12th Have examined P3 Standard 1 and Standard 2 during the last two days. They are in a 
forward state and with good attendance during the next four weeks should do well 
14th The work of the two fourth classes appears to lack brightness and cheerfulness. On 
talking over the matter with the teachers, Miss Munro and Miss McGregor they give me the 
impression that they are despondent about the condition of the classes. Finding to that the 
children have lost heart I have set to work to inspire self confidence in both teachers and also 
in the classes 
Mr Dakin left the staff today 
17th Have put the two fourth classes together under Miss McGregor, giving Miss Munro the 
fifth 
21st Have spent in nearly the whole week between the 4th and 5th Standards. Have had to do 
this having no second assistant 
The attendance of the last two year as has been very much affected by bad weather 
28th I have been compelled to neglect my special lessons in Science this week owing to my 
having no second assistant. The work of the school is being severely hampered by the loss 
Mr De May has spent the last two days in drilling the various classes 
1st October Six children were transferred from Miss Keeling’s school. 



The attendance of last quarter has been so bad that its effect is sure to be felt in the 
examination next week. 
In spite of the nearness of the examination the attendance of the last three weeks has not been 
good. Mr R T Collie B A, L L B commenced as 2nd assistant 
5th Have sent notices to all absentees warning them of the examination on Monday Next 
8th October In accordance with new regulations requiring head teachers to examine Standard 
1 and 2 in their respective schools. I today examined my Standard 1 class I failed several 
children who had been working in the class for some months but were too weak for 
promotion. They have all been habitually irregular 
8th Today I examined the second standard class failing six children 
9th Mr Lee and Mr Fleming inspectors commenced the annual examination today, the former 
taking the class subjects and the later the pass ones 
13th (Saturday) Mr Fleming completed the examination of 6 and 7th Standard s today and 
announced results. Throughout the school there has been a great falling off, but only in the 5th 
and 6th Standards have the results been exceptionally bad, and this I quite expected.’ 
The great lowering of the percentage of passes is due mainly to the arithmetic tests which 
were used. They were not only extremely hard but unreasonable and unpractical 
15th rearranged classes today 
Standard VII and Part V Mr Collie 
Standard VI Mr Waite 
Standard V Miss Munro 
Standard IV Boys Miss McGregor 
Standard IV Girls Miss Bunting 
Standard II Mr Bunting with Mr Johnston to assist 
Standard I Miss Sage 
Standard 1 Miss Smith 
P II A Kean 
P1 H Kean 
22nd October The work is settling down nicely. Have taken Miss Munro’s class nearly the 
whole of the week to accustom her to the work 
19th School was closed on the 25th for the A and P Show and for Inspector’s Holiday on the 
26th 
Attendance today is good and work is going on smoothly in all classes 
5th November A holiday on Friday last the 22nd inst on account of the show at Carterton 
6th The following children have this year completed their full drawing certificates. Eliza 
Walker, Nellie Harvey, William Smith, Duncan Wilton, Frank Temple, Fred Christensen 
12th School was closed on Friday last the 9th 
The attendance today is very good. We are beginning to feel the effect of compulsory clause 
Since giving Me Waite the sixth standard only he is doing more satisfactory work, although it 
is still much on his old lines. His transfer to a country school is recommended in the annual 
examination report 
13th Had to punish Houston Boddington for insubordination to his master Mr Collie and for 
rushing out of school. Punishment four cuts on each hand given in his classroom 
13th November Mr A W Hogg M H R visited the school today and inspected the rooms. His 
impressions are recorded in the visitor’s Book 



16th The attendance this week has been unusually good the average being 511 
Mr Collie is doing good work and will soon become a very capable teacher 
23rd A half holiday was observed yesterday on account of the amateur athletic sports 
Lieut Colonel Newall visited the school today and inspected arms belonging to the cadet 
corps 
26th Closed school today at 3 O’clock toady on account of the visit of Fitzgerald’s circus 
The sum of £5/12/6 has been collected in school during the last three days in aid of the 
“Wairarapa” wreck relief fund. (On Great Barrier Island) I forwarded the amount to the 
Town Clerk today 
29th Mr Kay called on me last night and asked me for a testimonial as to his work and manner 
in which he discharges his duties while on my staff. He stated that he had been requested by 
the Carterton School Committee to do so and also obtain one from the Chairman of the 
School Committee for this district. As I know these testimonials are desired by the 
Committee to use in forcing the Board if they can appoint Mr Kay the headmastership of the 
Carterton School the Board having made another selection. I was reluctant in the matter. Mr 
Feist however called soon after and shewed me a testimonial he had written and I therefore 
complied with Mr Kay’s request 
3rd December The Wellington Schools’ Choral School took place on Friday Evening Last 
The 2nd grade Drawing examination was held in this school on Saturday last supervised by 
the Rev. Mr Wood 
4th Miss Munro reported three seventh standard girls for insubordination today- Violet 
Boddington, Annie McPhee and Nellie Harvey. They were playing in the front grounds and 
boldly refused to leave and play in their proper playground, seven younger children following 
their example. On inquiring of the three girls named, their reason for so acting, they stated 
that they had done so because they knew they would not get punished! I therefore thought it 
necessary to teach that until they were too old to disobey and set an example they were not 
too old to be punished I administered corporal punishment to them giving each two strokes 
with the cane!!  
10th On referring the matter to the School Committee my action was unanimously approved. 
The parents of two of the girls also sent me me intimations of their approval I am sorry to say 
the mother of the third girl  - the father being away at the time- supported the child in her 
insubordination and allowed her to absent herself from school. It is not surprising that the girl 
should have no respect for the authority of her teacher, when she has none for that of her 
parents 
In the afternoon when school was being dismissed and before the child had been home she 
collected her school materials and with great assurance wished her teacher goodbye saying as 
she did so Ï have now left School! “This girl was the ringleader in the revolt and I learn that 
she had openly stated in her class that she was only waiting at school till she got caned and 
then she was going to leave. I am pleased to record that the other two girls have quite 
voluntarily expressed regret for this misconduct 
14th The attendance is beginning to fall off in anticipation of the holiday 
17th Examined Standard VII Mr Collie’s class. I find good work has been done and I am 
pleased with the improvement shown by Mr Collie as a teacher. The writing of the class is 
bad and is to some extent due to the neglect or rather want of knowledge how to deal with the 
subject on the part of the teacher 



12th The Pupil Teacher’s annual examination was held yesterday and today supervised by Mr 
Lee inspector. School was carried on as normal although three teachers were under 
examination and another Miss McGregor absent today 
School closed this afternoon at 3.30 for Xmas holiday as The attendance for the week has 
been very low indeed 
Attendance Certificates 
Standard VII First Class Arthur Elkins, Geo Cullen, F O’Connor, K Easthope 
Standard VI Second L Shepherd (2) W Smith (3) J Easthope (4) 
Standard V First Harriet Allen, Alexander Keith. W Heggie 
                     Second Annie Elliotte (3), James Kingdon (4) 
Standard IV Second Rose Ingram (4) Louisa Smith (5) 
Standard III First Kenneth Keith 
                      Second William Hunter (4) 
Standard II Second Rupert Sutton (1) 
 

1895 
1895 496 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £345 $62,504 
1895 496 Masterton Waite William   Assistance Male £230 $41,669 
1895 496 Masterton Darroch Robert   Assistance Male £150 $27,176 
1895 496 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistance Male £100 $18,117 
1895 496 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £90 $16,305 
1895 496 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £80 $14,494 
1895 496 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,870 
1895 496 Masterton Kean Annie  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,059 
1895 496 Masterton Sage Agnes  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,059 
1895 496 Masterton Johnston William  Male Pupil Teacher £45 $8,153 
1895 496 Masterton Kean Helen  Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,522 
1895 496 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,522 

1895 78 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £125 $22,646 

1895 78 
Masterton 
Infants Arnold Nellie  

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,529 

1895 78 
Masterton 
Infants Harvey Harriet   

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,529 
5th January 1895 The Secretary of the Masterton School Committee wrote, asking the usual 
scholarship grant of £10 per annum for two years for A. M. Brown. The application was 
granted, Trust Lands Trust 
28th January 1895 Mr R Darroch resumes work as assistant teacher at the Masterton School 
on Monday next 
1st February 1895 Mr Edwin Feist, of the Masterton School Committee, intends to become a 
candidate for the Education Board. 
1st February 1895 Mr R. Darroch resumes work as assistant teacher at the Masterton School 
on Monday next. 



6th February 1895 Cricket The Masterton School eleven will play the second Excelsiors on 
the School ground, on Thursday afternoon. 
7th February 1895 We understand that the Masterton School will start the series of 
Government Railway excursions, on Tuesday nest, the scholars above the third standard, 
being taken to Wellington, and probably on board a Man-of-war 
12th February 1895 SCHOOL EXCURSIONS. 
THE MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE'S VIEWS 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, the question of the proposed 
school excursion to Wellington (already alluded to in an issue) came up for discussion.  
The Chairman (Mr E. Feist) asked the Secretary to read the circular with reference to the 
matter received from the Government Railways Department.  
A circular from Mr J. Robertson, of Wellington, stating that a number of gentlemen acting on 
the School Committees Association, would be prepared to assist in making the excursion a 
success, was also read.  
The Chairman explained that Mr Robertson was Secretary to the School Committees 
Association. He would just like to explain, the position. Mr Donne, the Traffic Manager, had 
called upon him, and explained the proposed excursions, and at first sight he thought would 
be no difficulty in getting 400 children from the Masterton school to go. Subsequently—
without wishing to throw cold water on the proposal after consultation with Mr Jackson, he 
was of the opinion that the matter was not so favorable, as the teachers would find a great 
difficulty in taking charge of such a large body of children, and he did not think they should 
be asked to take the responsibility. However, Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., was present to give  
his views, and he should also like a full expression of opinion from the members of the 
Committee.  
Mr Hogg said he had, some years ago, seen excursions on similar lines carried out in 
Victoria, and they were very largely availed of, and proved most enjoyable and successful. 
Some time ago he had been passing through the Bush with the Premier, and while visiting a 
school there, had pointed out that many of the scholars—growing up into young men and 
women—had never seen the sea; had possibly only seen a picture of  a ship; were utterly 
ignorant of a large town, and had no knowledge of the busy life of a city. He had then 
suggested to the Premier what a splendid treat a  trip to the seaside would he for parents and 
children. He did not know whether or not the present proposals of the Railway Department 
were the outcome of this, but at any rate the proposal was now before them. After seeing the 
circular issued and noting prices, etc., he was of opinion that an excursion as suggested 
should be a very much bigger success than the one to the Wellington Exhibition, which took 
place some years ago. He had seen Mr Jackson and shown how teachers might be relieved of 
their trouble and harassment. He had drawn up a few jottings which might be advertised or 
circulated, giving the time of the trains leaving and returning and stating that all young 
children might he accompanied by parents or guardians, who would be expected to take 
charge of their families and supply them with food. There were many attractions in 
Wellington which might be visited such as Parliament House; the Electric Light Works; and 
other places. The Hinemoa would, he believed, be absent from Wellington on Friday next, 
but he thought he might he able to arrange with the Premier to allow the Ellen Ballance  to 
make a number of trips round the Harbour. He thought that the providing of refreshments 
should be left to the adults accompanying the children. It was understood that not only the 



parents but grownup brothers and sisters, and in fact any adults who might be in charge of the 
children, could join in the excursion.  
The Chairman said they were indebted to Mr Hogg for his suggestions, with which he agreed 
in a great measure. He should like an expression of opinion from the Committee.  
Mr Dixon was in favour of the proposal. He thought it would be a great day. In some cases, 
parents might be able to get away, and he thought some responsibility should be thrown on 
the teachers, who should be in charge of their classes. He also thought it would be wise not to 
take any children below the third standard.  
The Chairman said if the thing was carried out, he should like it to be understood that the 
Committee did not feel it was incumbent on the teachers to go, although they would be glad 
of the presence of the teachers.  
Mr Wagg asked what the children would do whose parents could not go ?  
Mr Daniell thought that both teachers and scholars might learn something from the things to 
be seen. The teachers were placed in their position for the education of the children, and 
without] wishing to put on the teachers, he thought they should assist. To make the affair a 
success, special trains would be necessary, and no children under seven should be taken. He 
was of opinion that the excursion would be very popular, and extremely educational.  
Mr Morris agreed with Mr Daniell, except that there should be no restriction as regards the 
age of children.  
Mr Hogg thought it a mistake to place a restriction on the age, as parents would object to 
breaking up their families. 
 Mr Pragnell  said, as a parent, he would sooner not take any part in the affair, than leave one 
of his children out.  
Mr Easthope said, he thought a week's notice should be given, of any proposed excursion, to 
give outlying schools—such as the Taueru—an opportunity of joining in. Another point was 
that to compel children to remain shut up for four hours without proper convenience, would 
he positive cruelty. A proper break should be made, say at Kaitoke, He therefore thought an 
excursion train would be necessary, he had eleven children, only one of whom had seen the 
sea, and he should like them to have the trip, but he thought, if a number of sleepy, crying 
little ones were burdened on the elders, it would spoil the return journey, and therefore ho 
was in favor of restricting the age. Next year, these younger ones would have their 
opportunity. Those who had had experience in the Old Country, knew the pleasure of being 
shut up in a railway excursion carriage with a number of cross women and sleepy little ones. 
Besides, it would be too great a physical strain on the smaller ones, and on these grounds, he 
thought the excursion should be restricted to the fourth standard  and upwards.  
The Chairman said he understood that Masterton was expected to find sufficient children—
about 400—to make one excursion. He did not think it fair to give the teachers to understand 
that the Committee felt it incumbent upon them to take part in the excursion but preferred the 
teachers to be left with a free hand,  
Mr Jackson said he was very pleased with the opportunity which the proposed excursion 
gave. He hoped it would be more than an annual affair. Since Mr Hogg's explanation, he had 
seen the matter  in a different light, and he thought if instead of being a formal school affair 
parents were permitted to go, it would be a great success. He would suggest, on this occasion, 
that the school he merely closed, and parents permitted to use their own discretion with 
regard to what children they took. Personally, he would sooner give a pound than undertake 



such a journey in one day, as it would be fatiguing to all concerned, but he was prepared to 
give his hearty support and do all he could. His staff were also of the same mind, regarding 
control he thought the dual control with parent and teacher would clash, and therefore  
thought the Committee should place no restriction on the parents, but let them take any 
children they pleased, and take responsibility   
Mr Hogg said t would be a mistake to break up the family circle. 
 Mr Daniell said he was of opinion, that as a School Committee they should face the matter. 
If a restriction were not made, the educational object which he considered was intended, 
would be lost. Was it to be merely a day's outing.?  
The Chairman said they would merely leave the matter to the parents. 
 Mr Daniell said the less thoughtful parents would then spoil the pleasure of the more 
thoughtful. 
 Mr Jackson said he should be pleased on a future occasion, to arrange for the teachers to take 
the elder scholars on a special excursion, but on this occasion,  he did not think that the 
educational point should be brought forward too prominently. No child, however, was too 
young to learn. Every child would suffer fatigue, but the pleasure would compensate.  
The Chairman said the opinion as to the excursion, seemed to be generally favourable. If they 
decided to-night that the excursion should be carried out, would Friday—the day suggested 
by the I Traffic Manager—be too early ? 
 Mr Jackson thought next Friday would be a most suitable day.  
The Chairman then moved that an excursion, as proposed by the Railway Department, be 
carried out next Friday, and that Mr Hogg's suggestions he carried out, parents to take the 
responsibility of finding food, and looking after their families. Mr Morris seconded the 
motion. 
Mr Dixon moved that no children below the third standard be taken. It would then be 
something for the younger ones to look forward to. Mr Daniell seconded the amendment. 
Mr Easthope  said it the responsibility were, thrown on  the mothers and fathers, to attempt to 
restrict the age would be improper. The motion was carried. 
Mr Hogg thanked the Committee and promised to telegraph to the Premier asking if any 
vessels would be available for taking the children round the harbour. 
On the motion of Mr Daniell, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Hogg for the 
interest he had taken in the matter. 
Mr Easthope moved that effort be made and Mr Hogg he requested to use his influence to 
obtain a special train for the excursion. The motion was carried. 
The Chairman and Mr Easthope were appointed to confer with Mr Hogg to arrange details. 
It was -resolved that the excursion be advertised by the School Committee. 
Mr Dixon wanted to know if babies in arms would be charged Is 6d each ?  
Mr Easthope said children in arms were never charged for, 
Some desultory discussion followed and the matter dropped. 
12th February 1895 THE MASTERTON SCHOOL. 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, a letter was received from the 
Rev. A. C. Yorke, asking permission to give religious instruction in one of the class-rooms, 
either before or after school hours. The Chairman said a previous discussion had taken place 
on a request to give religious instruction during school hours, and on appealing to the Board, 



the Committee had been told that such instruction must be given before or after school hours, 
He saw no objection to the request being granted, and would move in that direction, the time, 
etc., to be arranged with Mr Jackson.  
Mr Easthope seconded the motion. He thought the request a reasonable one.  
Mr Pragnell said, that unless it was understood that the instruction would be entirely 
unsectarian, and that other Ministers had the same privilege, he should oppose it.  
Mr Daniell said he would have perfect confidence in the Rev. Mr Yorke, and thought the 
proviso made by Mr Pragnell quite unnecessary.  
The Chairman said if other clergymen applied, doubtless the Committee would grant their 
request.  
Mr Easthope said that all that was necessary was to grant the permission asked. It would be 
optional with the children to stay or not. He thought any restriction quite unnecessary.  
Mr Pragnell  said if he stood alone, he stood unsectarian. He was quite prepared to admit Mr 
Yorke, but he did not want him to come with  his catechism book! 
The Chairman said, as already pointed out. it was entirely voluntary on the part of the 
scholars whether they attended or stayed away.  
Mr Daniell said he hoped it would go forth fully, that the Committee had every confidence in 
Mr Yorke as a moral teacher. He did not wish to in any way offer insult or stir up strife 
amongst the Churches. 
Mr Morris thought by granting the permission they would offend someone, as the Salvation 
Army, Presbyterians, Wesleyans and everybody else would want the same privilege, 
 Mr Easthope: "A very good thing, too!"  
The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 
12th February 1895 The teaching staff of the Masterton Public School will not accept the  
responsibly of carrying out the proposed School excursions to Wellington, and it has been 
decided to place the care of looking after the children upon parents, The projected trip is an 
experiment, and we trust it will realize the anticipation of its promoters. The weak point 
seems to be that it will not be subject to the control of any organised body If the teachers, 
won’t accompany the children, the School Committee should take part in the excursion. 
Shelving the difficulty on to the parents without first ascertaining whether the latter are 
willing to accept it, is taking a risk. 
12TH Feb 1895 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present, Messrs E Feist (Chairman), Z. M. Hoar, T. 
Dixon, W. M. Easthope W Pragnell, W. Morris, and T. Wagg.  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed,  
TREASURER’S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £53 6s 3d. 
SCHOLARSHIP, The Secretary of the Town Lands Trust wrote stating that a scholarship 
grant of £10 per annum, for two years, had been made to Miss A. M. Brown.  
MAIN SCHOOL The head master Mr W. H. Jackson) reported that with 602 children on the 
roll, the average attendance for the past month had been 490, being a percentage of 81. The 
school re-opened on the 28th January, with a good attendance.  
The Chairman said it was satisfactory to find   that Mr Darroch had resumed his old position 
on the teaching staff, and that the repairs to the fire places had been carried out.  
INFANT'S SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported that work was resumed on January 28th, with 
all the teaching staff, and a fair attendance. Fifteen scholars were transferred to the main 



school, and thirteen new scholars admitted. The average attendance for the past two weeks 
had been 79, with 102 on the roll  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment. T. Holmes, £5 2s 9d; P 
Wallace, 10s.  
BOABD ELECTION, The Chairman said several circulars had been  received from 
candidates for seats on the Board, asking for support. The circulars from candidates, were 
taken as read. Mr Daniell proposed, that Messrs Blair, Bradey, and J. Robertson be supported 
by the Masterton Committee, Mr Morris seconded the motion,  
Mr Pragnell moved, as an amendment, that Messrs Blair, Bradey and Newman obtain their 
support.  
Mr Easthope seconded pro forma,  
Mr Feist said he had only nominated on the understanding that the old members were not 
standing again, and had  consequently withdrawn,  
Mr Easthope moved a further amendment Messrs Bradey, Robertson and and DR Newman be 
supported.' This amendment was seconded, Only Mr Dixon voted that the old members be 
returned. This amendment was not seconded 
 Only Mr Dixon voted that the old members be returned 
It was then resolved to support Messrs Blair, Robertson and Bradey 
Mr Daniell was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed  
12th February 1895 The Masterton School Committee has voted for Messrs. Blair, Robertson, 
and Bradey for seats on the Wellington  Education Board. The excursion of Masterton  school 
children to Wellington is being arranged for Friday next. The Masterton School Committee 
has granted permission to the Rev. A. C. Yorke to impart religions instruction to children in a 
classroom of the school either before or after  school hours 
13th February 1895 THE SCHOOL EXCURSION The Masterton School Committee has 
decided to avail of the offer of the Government to, run, excursion trains for the benefit of 
school children. The first excursion is to take place on Friday next, when it is expected that 
about 500 children will visit the Empire City. The children are to travel in the custody of their 
parents or guardians and provide selves with refreshments. Mr A W. Hogg, M.H.R., who is 
interesting himself in the matter, is asking to-day that the train be a  special one.—Our 
Masterton correspondent. 
13th February 1895 Masterton  youngsters are looking eagerly forward to the school 
excursion on Friday. 
The School excursion train leaves Masterton on Friday, at a quarter to six. There will be a 
good many early risers that morning. 
Full particulars in connection with the school excursion, are published in another column by 
the Masterton School Committee. 
13th February 1895 o-day we are able to publish the results of the pupil teachers’ 
examinations conducted by Messrs E. Lee and T. E. Fleming, the Education Board 
inspectors. There were 75 candidates, and the number of failures was 9. The subjects for 
examination were reading, writing, spelling, grammar, composition, geography, science and 
school method. Drawing, drill and singing reports were also taken into consideration. The 
optional subjects were Algebra, French and Euclid. 
William Johnston, Helen Kean and Margaret Smith from the main school and Nellie Arnold 
and Harriett Harvey from Masterton Infant’s School passed 



14th February 1895 SCHOOL EXCURSION, EDWARD JONES & SON will drive the 
School Children and their friends to-morrow Homing and Evening to and from the Railway 
Station at THREE PENCE PER HEAD 
15th February 1895 A BIG GATHERING, From a very early hour this morning Masterton 
was astir and advantage was taken of the fine weather, to join in the Railway excursion to 
Wellington by fully 450 children and some 300 adults. At half-past four the first cab load 
reached the station, and from then until the train started, the people—big and little—simply 
came in streams. Under the management of Mr Coubourne all confusion was avoided, and 
although the accommodation was fully taxed, all got safely on board the train, and a more 
happy looking gathering, it is safe to say, never left Masterton, Amongst those on the train 
were Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., Mr Donne (Traffic Manager), and most of the members of the 
Masterton School Committee, Mr W. H. Jackson, and several of the School teachers. 
Safe Arrival at Wellington. (By Telegraph.—Own Correspondent). Wellington - , Friday. The 
excursionists numbering altogether 750, arrived at 10.15, The train was over-crowded and all 
adult males had to take to the platforms. Three extra carriages will be put on for the return 
journey. The majority of the children and parents dispersed in various directions, a great 
number following Mr Hogg, who is to pilot them this afternoon. The Traffic Manager was on 
board the train, and was perfectly satisfied with the good conduct of the children 
14th February 1895 The action of the School Committee in granting permission to the Rev A. 
C. Yorke to give religious instruction in the school is being canvassed a good deal. The 
general opinion is that the committee have committed a grave error of judgment, and the 
minister of one of the larger churches has strongly protested against the action of the 
committee. 
15th February 1895 The school excursion from Masterton to Wellington takes place to-day. 
The excursionists arrive, in the city shortly after 10 a.m., and leave again about 5.30 p.m. Our 
Masterton correspondent telegraphed last night:—The school excursion promises, to be a 
great success. There has been quite an unexpected demand for tickets, and it is feared that the 
accommodation will be insufficient. 
16th February 1895 The school excursion from Masterton to Wellington yesterday was a great 
success, close upon 800 children and adults taking advantage of the outing. The excursionists 
were accommodated in a train consisting of 12 carriages, which left Masterton punctually at 
quarter to 6. in charge of Mr Donne, District Traffic Manager, who went up specially to 
superintend the arrangements. The train came to Cross Creek without stopping at any of the 
stations on the route and was hauled from there to the Summit by three engines. The run from 
the Summit to Wellington was also made with only one stoppage— Kaitoke—the train 
arriving punctually at 10.20 a.m., the advertised time. As the majority of the excursionists 
had never travelled so far from home before, the sharp curves, the tunnels, the pretty bush 
scenery and the three powerful engines puffing and struggling up the steep grade between the 
Creek Station and the Summit were to them a source of great interest, and, it is to be 
presumed, enlightenment. The children were accompanied in nearly all cases by their parents 
or friends. Mr Jackson, the headmaster, and nearly all the teachers, the chairman of the 
School. Committee, Mr Sellar the secretary, and several members of the committee also came 
down, all of whom spoke in very complimentary terms of the admirable manner in which the 
children conducted themselves. Mr Hogg, M.H R., who had been instrumental in arranging 
the excursion, was also present.  



A large crowd gathered at the station to see the train come in, amongst those present being 
the Hon E. J. Seddon, Mr J. E. Blair (chairman of the Education Board), Mr Dorset 
(secretary) and Mr Robertson (secretary of the School Committees’ Association). The 
Premier- informed Mr Hogg that he had acceded to his request and had directed that the 
Government offices and buildings—such as the Telephone Exchange and Telegraph Office, 
Government Buildings and Parliament House —be thrown open for the inspection of the 
visitors. . 
Had the excursion been confined solely to the school children under the care of their teachers, 
it was intended by the executive of the School Committees’ Association to entertain the 
youthful excursionists, and provide lollies, &c., for them, but as it took the form it did, they 
did not feel called upon to carry out the proposed arrangement. A request was also made for 
the use of the Ellen Ballance, but as the launch was otherwise engaged, it could not be 
obtained. Daring the day numbers of the children visited the shipping, at the wharves, the 
various public buildings, had. a look at the cricket match on the Basin Reserve and freely 
patronised the trams. The return journey started at 5.30 p.m., extra accommodation being 
provided in anticipation of the children being tired. Mr Donne accompanied the train again. 
More carriages would have been provided in the morning, but it was found that 12 would be 
as many aa the three engines would be able to haul up the steep grade of the Rimutaka. 
Our Martinborough correspondent writes: !—“ The cheap railway trip for the school children 
was not taken advantage of here. The powers that be do not seem to take much interest in the 
children’s amusement, and no effort was made to induce them to take a trip.” 
19th February 1895 At the evening service at St. Matthew’s Church, Masterton, on Sunday, 
the Rev A. C. Yorke stated that he would commence giving instruction to the scholars of the 
Masterton public school bn - Wednesday afternoon next, when ho would ask children to 
remain behind for half an hour whilst he gave them Biblical instructions, which they would 
not be likely to receive elsewhere 
19th February 1895 RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS." 
[to the editor]. Sir—l am glad that you have called attention to a joint application made 3½  
years ago, by the then Protestant Ministers of Masterton for permission to give religious 
instruction in the day schools, because it will afford me an opportunity of giving a brief 
explanation. In view of that application, you call my present protest" a curious slip" the only 
slip about it, is a slip of memory. Of course the minute book is conclusive and I accept it as 
such, but I have no recollection whatever of signing such an application, the whole affair has 
gone completely from my mind. My present action is taken as the result of  a close study of 
the various educational systems that obtain, and whatever my views were 3½   years ago, I 
think I am wise to-day in being in full sympathy with the schoolmaster imparting Biblical 
morals from a suitable text book in school hours.—l am etc., John Dukes 
21st February 1895 A heated controversy is taking place in the local papers on the question of 
the decision of the Masterton School Committee to allow the Rev A. C. Yorke to give 
religious instruction to the scholars of the school after school hours 
28th February 1895 The Masterton School cricketers try 'conclusions with their Featherston 
cousins on Saturday next, The following boys will wield the  willow and handle the  leather 
for the Masterton School:—Reside (captain), Boddington (2), Richards, 'Williams, Green, 
Judd, Corbett, Rutherford, Cameron, Bunting, Emergencies —G. Sellar, Temple, F. D'Arcy. 



2nd March 1895 The Rev A. C. Yorke commenced his instruction in religion of the scholars 
of the Masterton School on Wednesday afternoon. There was a fairly large class 
5th March 1895 The ordinary weekly meeting of the North Wairarapa Liberal Association 
was held on Monday evening, Mr T. E. Price presiding. Accounts as presented were passed 
for payment. A lengthy and earnest discussion took place on the question of "Religion in 
State Schools," and it was resolved "This meeting is of opinion that the introduction pf 
religious teaching into the public school at Masterton is calculated to injuriously affect the 
system of secular education at present in vogue. This Association more particularly 
condemns the action of the Masterton School Committee for having granted permission to the 
Rev. A. C. Yorke, to impart religious instruction in the school building after school  
At next meeting the questions of old age pensions, and the holding of Agricultural and 
Pastoral Shows in Masterton, will be discussed,. 
5th March 1895 Wairarapa Daily Times. [Established 1874.] WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 
1895. RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS. 
We have some reason to believe that the leading lights of the North Wairarapa Liberal 
Association are either festive bachelors or married men who do not contribute pupils to the 
public schools of Masterton. They have no responsibility with respect to the education of 
children belonging to themselves, and therefore they consider themselves specially fitted to 
lay down the law for other people's children. They have, too, this advantage that they possess 
no direct stake in education, and under these circumstances they can steer a bold course 
without risk or danger to themselves. We are not at all surprised that on Monday evening lust 
they passed the following resolution : " That this meeting is of opinion that the introduction 
of religious teaching into the public school at Masterton is calculated to injuriously affect, the 
system of secular education at present In vogue. This Association more particularly 
condemns the action of the Masterton School Committee for having granted permission to the 
Rev A. C. Yorke, to impart religious instruction in the school building after school hours,"  
To them the education of children is a system and nothing more, a system of which they 
know little and care less. They only regard it as a Liberal fetish, a sort of graven image to 
which it' is incumbent upon them as democrats to bow down and worship, We on the other 
hand approach the subject from an entirely different standpoint. The writer is .a parent who 
has children attending the State School, and who is anxious they profit as much as possible 
by a somewhat imperfect and defective system. He has to accept the system because, like 
Aaron's void, it, swallows up all the other little rods which, but for it, might he profitably 
engaged  in training the young idea. It is a monopoly and, like all monopolies has drawbacks 
as well as advantages, In Masterton , a boy cannot very often be sent to any other school, than 
the State establishment, The public school becomes Hobson's choice, and the system is forced 
down the parental throat. When it was proposed to permit Bible lessons to be given in the 
Masterton public school, the writer asked himself whether such lessons would be profitable 
for his own children, and he came, without hesitation, to the conclusion that they would be. 
He also argued, that if they were profitable to his own children, they would also be 
advantageous to other people's children. He was also pleased to notice, that other parents took 
the sumo view that he did and expressed a wish for their children to attend the bible classes. 
It is all very well for philosophical members and childless managers of the North Wairarapa 
Liberal Association, to denounce religious instruction in schools, but parents know what is 
good for their children and like it. It is true that they are sometimes a little indifferent on the 



subject, and sometimes a little afraid of that Liberal fetish which is a would-be King Herod 
amongst little ones, but the writer knows very well that the honest feeling of the majority of 
parents is on the side of the Bible in schools. Nearly thirty years ago the writer was a teacher 
in a Public School in the Wellington Province, and it occurred to him that a little Bible 
reading in school hours would be a good thing, and he consulted the parents on the subject. 
They all favoured the idea, notwithstanding that several Catholic children were attending the 
school at that time. There is little bigotry or narrow mindedness amongst parents, but simply 
an earnest desire that as many good influences as possible should be brought to bear on their 
children. Politicians have made a fetish of our school system and swear by it as if the Country 
would perish if anything happened to it, but we fail ourselves to discover its special merits. It 
does not adopt itself to the requirements of the more earnest and intelligent parents, though it 
may suit political tyros of the calibre of the North Wairarapa Liberal Association. The other 
day the head of the Wellington College took the opinion of the parents connected with that 
institution. as to the expediency of regular Bible lessons in its curriculum. We believe the 
response of parents was decidedly in favor of such instruction. The experience of intelligent 
and educated parents is altogether in favour of school Bible lessons. The action of the 
Masterton School Committee in deciding to allow biblical instructions to be given after 
school hours, is, we feel sure endorsed by parents generally, and as long as the Committee 
has the fathers and mothers on their side, they need not mind very much either the Liberal 
fetish or its devotees in the North Wairarapa Liberal Association. 
12th March 1895 The Masterton School Committee holds that the school-house is the most 
convenient  centre for the annual gathering. We cannot concur in this view. When the 
meeting was wont to be held in the centre of the town there  was always a larger attendance 
of parents than when it was held at the school-house, Convening the annual meeting in the 
school buildings absolutely limits the attendance of the public, calling it in a public building 
in the centre of the town absolutely increases it, We can only conclude that the School 
Committee prefers a limited attendance. 
Two proposals were made at the School Committee meeting last evening. One to teach boys 
and girls, presumably a senior division, the use of the type-writer, and the other to instruct 
them in the use of tools. There is in the school curriculum very much that is useless, and we 
welcome any suggestions of innovations which are directly stamped with utility. Boys leave 
school now somewhat indifferently equipped for the battle of life, The training given by the 
Standards is very superficial in its character, and it is quite possible to supplement the 
ordinary school course by technical instruction which will give young people a better chance 
of earning a living, 
12th March 1895 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening, Present Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), T. Wagg, C. E. 
Daniell, W. A, Pragnell. Z. M. Hoar, W. Morris, T, Dixon, W. G. Beard,  
MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
FINANCE. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £10 7s 11d.  
THANKS. Mr James Robertson wrote thanking the Committee for support at last Board 
election.  
SCHOOL ELECTION. The Secretary of the Education Board wrote asking the Committee to 
report on a resolution of the North Wairarapa Liberal Association with regard to holding the 
next School Committee election in a more central building than the Main School. The 



Chairman said, personally he did not see any necessity for making the change requested. He 
thought the Main School the proper place to hold the election in, and householders who really 
thought anything of the matter would not consider it a hardship to attend. He would move 
that the Committee inform the Board that in their opinion the Main School is the most 
convenient  place.  
Mr Beard seconded the motion, he did not see any necessity to make a change.  
Mr Pragnell said that to test the feeling of the meeting he would move that the election be 
held in the Drill Hall. 
Mr Darnell said while believing in holding the meeting in a central place, he thought 
householders who took a real interest in educational matters, would not mind walking to the 
school to vote.  
Mr Dixon thought the school the best place. If the Theatre or Drill Hall was used many would 
attend who were not householders,  
Mr Beard asked if the North Wairarapa Liberal Association had enclosed a cheque to cover 
the extra expense of hiring the Drill Hall.  
The Chairman said the Association had not done so. 
 Mr Feist's resolution, that the Committee  consider that the school is the most convenient 
place, was put and carried,  
Mr Pragnell's amendment not being seconded.  
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION  The Rev. A. C. Yorke wrote asking permission to be allowed 
to visit the school on two days each week, as on the last occasion a number of girls had stand, 
and he thought it would perhaps be better to hold two  classes, one for boys and one for girls. 
Mr Jackson said if necessary a larger room might be given. Without saying he opposed the 
granting of two days, he thought it would be  better not. If Mr Yorke liked to come every 
morning before school hours, ho did not see any objection to that, A larger room could be 
placed at Mr Yorke's disposal,  
Mr Beard thought perhaps Mr Yorke wished to hold a separate class for boys and girls.  
Mr Morris moved that a large room, be placed at Mr Yorke's disposal. The motion was 
carried. ,  
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling  reported that the attendance during the past mouth had  
been good, averaging 87, with 102 children on the roll.  
MAIN SCHOOL. The Head-master (Mr W, H. Jackson) reported an average attendance of 
505 with 598 children on the roll. The report concluded as follows" I think it is my duty to 
draw your attention to a statement which appeared in the Wairarapa Star's report of the last 
meeting of the North Wairarapa Liberal Association, which statement is as follows : ' 
 It was admitted that the morals of the children attending the School, arc not what they might 
be.' I have written to the President of the Association asking if this statement were really 
made by the Association but have had no reply."  
The Chairman said with regard to the paragraph mentioned by Mr Jackson— ; Mr Beard said 
he was sorry to interrupt, but it seemed utter nonsense to take notice of any matter not before 
them. If the Wairarapa North Liberal Association or any other body had any. thing to 
complain  about, they should approach the Committee, direct, If they had not the courage of 
their convictions, he not think the matter worthy of notice,  
The Chairman said that the paragraph  was in the teacher's report.  



Mr Beard considered the teacher in error in taking notice of every newspaper paragraph 
appearing.  
Mr Daniell agreed with Mr Beard in this matter.  
The Chairman said, to shield Mr Jackson, he must say that Mr Jackson had spoken to him 
about the matter, and he had advised writing to the Chairman of the Association, asking 
whether the report was a correct one.  
Mr Jackson said he merely wished to bring the matter directly under the Committee's notice. 
Mr Beard said that if the matter had not been mentioned in the report, they probably would 
not have heard anything; of it. The subject then dropped,  
A CYCLOSTYLE. Mr Beard moved, that the Committee has no funds at its disposal, to 
purchase a cyclostyle, as suggested by the Head Teacher.  
Mr Daniell seconded the motion. He was of opinion, that the £4 could be better spent on the 
swings, etc, . Mr Jackson said that the money 'would ho saved over and over again in printed 
matter required.  
FIREWOOD. The question of a supply of firewood was left in the hands of the Chairman and 
Secretary, with power to act  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed, for payment :-Z. M. Hoar, 16s 6d; W. C. 
Cargill, 10s 6d; J. Payton and Co, 19s ; H. Beal £1; W.F.C.A., £2 8s 10d  
SWINGS. Mr- Daniell said before the winter comes he would like to see something done 
about the swings. 
 It was resolved that Messrs Dixon and Wagg look into the matter, and report at next meeting, 
and also as to the advisability  of putting up a gate leading from the playground to Chapel 
Street.  
TECHNICAL EDUCATION". Mr Beard moved, that in view of the importance that 
shorthand writing and typewriting are assuming, the Town Lands Trust be asked to furnish 
the school with a typewriter. There was no. doubt, that everyone must recognise that 
shorthand and type-writing would soon be necessary to anyone requiring an office livelihood, 
and the children should  have the opportunity of acquiring the knowledge. There should be 
opportunity, with the funds of the-Town Lands Trust, to take advantages which perhaps other 
schools could not. He thought the Town. Lands the proper body to approach funds for this 
purpose.  
Mr Daniell said he was very pleased the matter had been thought of. He should be in favor of 
going further however, and broader grounds asking the Trustees to help the scholars in 
education by setting up night schools to give technical information on various matters 
connected with the occupations of life.  
The Chairman said he understood that Mr Beard's idea was that it was better to get something 
as a stepping stone 
Mr Beard said his opinion was well-known and that he believed the funds of the Trust should 
be expended for the general good of school, and all should be afforded an opportunity of 
branching out in a technical direction, as far as the funds permitted. He had thus brought up 
the question of a scholarship some time ago but the people of Masterton did not seem 
sufficiently interested to go into the matter, and, the Town Lands Trustees did not appear 
large-minded enough to deal with the subject on broad grounds. In introducing the question 
of obtaining typewriting and short hand instruction, he did so. as a beginning because both 
boys and girls would, in these branches have an equal chance. In reply to Mr Darnell, Mr 



Beard thought that the teaching of the typewriter was a matter of detail. If the teachers could 
not teach it other arrangements could be made.  
Mr Daniell said he thought the proposal rather crude. As a Town Lands Trustee he would not 
feel disposed to vote £25 simply for a typewriter to lie on the shelf because it could not be 
taught.  
Mr Beard said that in asking for a typewriter they would also ask for provision for the 
instrument to be taught.  
In reply to Mr Daniell, Mr Jackson said it would be as easy to arrange a class for type-writing 
as for Latin, outside the ordinary school work.  
Mr Pragnell said that he thought they were bound to come back to the night school, and that 
they must approach the Trust on this point.  
The chairman said that as a Town Lands Trustee, he should suggest Mr Beard waiting on the 
Trust.  
Mr Beard said he thought Mr Daniell misunderstood him. He did not wish anything provided 
for one section of the community only, Did Mr Daniell think the Town Lands Trustees would 
support aboard a technical platform as broad as he (Mr Daniell) suggested? 
 Mr Daniell said that he thought the Trust would take the matter up if properly approached. 
Mr Beard thought there was little chance of providing classes for all the trades and for 
chemistry, typewriting etc. That would mean £300  or £400 a year for teachers.  
Mr Daniell did not think what he suggested would entail any such expenditure.  
After further discussion Mr Beard gave notice of motion for next meeting re the typewriter. 
He should be glad to cooperate with any other member to extend the request for assistance 
from the Trust provided they did not make the scheme so large that it killed itself.  
Mr T. Dixon was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed. 
13th March 1895 Mr W. G. Beard has given notice to move at the next meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee that the Town Lands Trust be asked to make a grant for 
teaching shorthand and typewriting in the public school. 
14th March 1895 The children of the Wellington Terrace School to the number of 5OO, 
accompanied by 320 adults, went to Masterton yesterday by excursion train, reaching there 
about 12.30. The train consisted of 13 carriages, and was met by Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., 
the members of the local School Committee and about 300 citizens. The visitors were shown 
all the spots of interest in and around the town and appeared to thoroughly enjoy themselves. 
A team of the visitors played a cricket match with a team of the Masterton School on the Park 
Oval. The children of the latter school were given a half-holiday in honour of the occasion. 
The excursionists reached Wellington again shortly after 9 p.m., having spent a very pleasant 
day, which was not marred by the slightest accident. The Rev H. Van Staveren (chairman) 
and several members of the School Committee accompanied the excursionists, together with 
Mr G. McMorran (headmaster) and the other members of the teaching staff 
14th March 1895 Considerable comment has been caused through the action of the Masterton 
School Committee in recommending the Education Board to appoint the main school as the 
place for the annual meeting of householders, as . the most convenient building. Two years 
ago the committee asked that the meeting be held in the Drillshed, as the school was so far 
out of town, and there is a strong feeling at present that the Drillshed should be the place of 
meeting. The change of opinion of the School Committee is inexplicable. 



8th April 1895 We would hope that New Zealand Liberalism is not fairly represented by the 
recent action of the Masterton Liberal Association (says a writer in the New Zealand Church 
News), with regard to an application from the Vicar of Masterton for the use of the local 
schoolroom after school hours for the purpose of giving religious instruction to the children 
who might be willing to attend his class. The School Committee granted the vicar's request, 
whereupon the local " Liberal" Association passed the following liberal "resolution : " That 
this meeting is of opinion that the introduction of religious teaching into the public school at 
Masterton is calculated to injuriously affect the system of secular education at present in 
vogue. This Association more particularly condemns the action of the Masterton School 
Committee for (sic) having granted permission to the Rev A, C. Yorke to impart religious 
instruction in the school hours.  
After this, we would suggest that the Association should find for itself a title that would more 
adequately express its principles. " The Masterton Illiberal Association " would be much 
more fitting. It is hardly credible that such an ignoble, uncatholic, ungenerous, uncharitable 
expression of feeling as that evinced in this resolution could be found in a political 
organisation in this colony. Yet it has been unmistakably found at Masterton. We are thankful 
we do not live there, in such an atmosphere of small-mindedness  and wo can but hope that 
New Zealand politics will never be tainted with the principles of the Masterton " Liberal" 
Association, Marvellous things have been done in the name of Liberty by fanatics and 
narrowminded bigots of all kinds, but we thought that the day for these had passed away. For 
years past the clergy throughout the colony have given religious instruction in the State 
schools after school hours  without interfering in the slightest with the Educational system. 
Yet now, under the guise of Masterton " Liberalism " this must be forbidden because it is " 
calculated to injuriously affect the system of secular education at present in vogue!" Truly, 
the English language is undergoing a change in respect of the significance of some of its 
words, or else this ideal "Liberal" Association has never understood the meaning of its own 
name, It had better add a dictionary to its library, for the use of its members, It would be not 
impertinent to ask these survivals of the" dark ages" for a true and real definition of the " 
Liberalism " which demands absolutely " secular education " for a nation which is 
professedly Christian 
9th April 1895 Seven children were recently transferred from the Infants' School in Victoria-
street to the Masterton Main School. 
Masterton School Committee winds up its year with a credit balance of £19 3s 8d after laying 
in a wilder stock of firewood at a cost of £7 15s 9d. 
We understand that all the members of the Masterton School Committee will offer 
themselves for re-election. 
We understand that all the members of the Masterton School Committee will offer 
themselves for re-election. 
9th April 1895 MONTHLY MEETING, The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist, (Chairman), T. Dixon, T. 
Wagg, W. G. Beard, C. E. Daniell, W. Morris, Z. M. Hoar, W. Pragnell, and W. M. Easthope. 
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting wore read and confirmed.  
TREASURER's REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £4 19s 2d. 
ANNUAL MEETING. The Secretary of the Education Board wrote, stating that in 



accordance with the Committee's recommendation, it had been decided to hold the annual 
meeting in the Main School.  
MAIN SCHOOL. The Head Teacher reported an average attendance of 502 scholars for the 
month, with 604 on the roll. The average for the past three months was 500, the highest made 
in any quarter in the history of the school, and if maintained, the Education Board will 
appoint an additional teacher to the staff.  
INFANT’S SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported an average attendance for the month of 86, 
with 98 children on the roll.  
Mr Easthope said he had a little matter to bring up. A child of Mr Jacques, of Tc Ore Ore, had 
been transferred to the Main School, having turned eight years. It was desirable for the health 
of the child, to permit him to remain at the Infant's School during the winter months, He 
would move that the Committee sanction the request. Mr Morris seconded the motion.  
Mr Jackson said such a proceeding would be contrary to the Education Board regulations. 
After discussion, on the motion of Mr Beard, it was decided that Miss Keeling be requested 
to allow the child to remain at the infants' School and should any difficulty arise, the matter 
be left in the hands of the Chairman.  
ACCOUNTS. An account  from Mr C. Christiansen or £7 15s 6d for firewood was passed 
payment 
REPAIRS. Messrs Wagg and Dixon reported  on certain repairs to the sheds, swings, etc., at 
the Main School, and also a gate leading from the playground to Chapel  street.  
Mr Dixon said the repairs were very necessary. He would move the adoption of the report. 
Mr Wagg seconded the motion.  
Mr Beard moved as an amendment that the item of repairs he referred to the Education 
Board, and the other matters to the new committee.  
The report was received, and Mr Beard's motion, seconded by Mr Morris, was carried. 
TYPEWRITING. Mr Beard's motion, of which notice had been given, re asking the Town 
Lands Trustees to assist in the tuition of shorthand and typewriting was read by the Secretary. 
Mr Beard said he had expressed his views at a previous meeting. Since then he noticed that a 
member of the Town Lands Trust had given notice to move that night schools be established, 
and as this was so he was quite willing to drop his resolution for the present. Permission was 
granted,  
ANNUAL REPORT. The Chairman and Secretary were appointed to draw up the annual 
report. The Secretary read the annual balance sheet.  
Mr Easthope was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned. 
13th April 1895 We understand that the North Wairarapa Liberal Association intends making 
an effort to displace some of the present members of the Masterton School Committee, and to 
put in some of their own members 
16th April 1895 The Church of England minister at Masterton (says the Christum Outlook) 
recently applied for the use of the school after school hours for a religious lesson, and this 
request was granted by the committee. To the astonishment of the community a local political 
society, the Liberal Association passed the following resolution" That this meeting is of 
opinion that the introduction of religious teaching into the public school at Masterton is 
calculated to injuriously affect the system of secular education at present in vogue. This 
Association more particularly condemns the action of the Masterton School Committee for 
having granted permission to the Rev. A. C, Yorke to impart religious instruction in the 



school building after school hours." Throughout the whole of Kew Zealand on week days and 
on Sundays, ministers have imparted religious instruction after school hours for years, But 
this resolution would prohibit all this Madame Roland, gazing at the Statue of Liberty said, 
"0, Liberty! What things are  done by thy name!" What a mercy it is that those fanatical 
liberal secularists do not possess the power of the Terrorists of France of the 8th of November 
1793,  
17th April 1895 It is whispered that the Masterton North Wairarapa Liberal School 
Association intends coming out strong at the School Election on Monday next, and that it will 
turn out the present Committee and put in a new one of the right colour. We do not know 
whether the Association is doing this to further its own interests, but we do know that it is not 
doing it in the interests of the school. We object very strongly to party politics being brought 
to bear on an institution like our public school, and we sincerely trust the parents of 
Masterton will not allow the gay and festive bachelors, who are understood to man this 
particular Association, to play ducks and drakes with the school where their children are 
being educated. 
20th April 1895 A local Guy Fawkes, with Masterton a small pop-gun and a School ha'porth 
of powder, backed by a few friends from the well known "Keep-it-dark-Association, is to 
appear at The Masterton school meeting on Monday evening for the purpose of blowing into. 
atoms the retiring Committee. Provided no injury be done to the school, the little Guy 
performance will be harmless, and may even be as amusing as the Punch and Judy 
entertainment promised for this afternoon. The leading spirits of the Association intend to do 
or die on this occasion, and will appear, it is said, in the disguise of anxious and disgusted 
parents. 
22nd April 1895 For the convenience of those who do not appreciate the walk to Kurapuni, 
Messrs Coleman and Bartlett will run their palace  car to the main school building on 
Monday evening next, the occasion of the annual election of the Masterton School 
Committee 
22nd April 1895 THE SCHOOL ELECTION. 
[to the editor.] Sir,—Would you kindly allow me a few lines in your Daily Times in reference 
to the election which is to take place to-night, for the purpose of electing a new committee for 
the Masterton School. L am not a member of this great Liberal Association, but, Sir, I should 
like to know if the fathers and mothers of children in Masterton  are to be told who they shall 
put in or who they shall not vote for. What has this Liberal Association done in Masterton? 
So far as I can see, nothing! only worked in secret to gain its own ends, I would ask all those 
interested to be at the school-house to-night and let the Liberal Association see that the 
school can be  managed again as it has been before, without their aid,—l am, etc,. Father. 
23rd April 1895 The Chairman and Secretary of The North Wairarapa Liberal Association  
were amongst defeated candidates at the School Election last evening. This means either that 
the Liberal Party is not quite so strong in this town as it is imagined to be or that it is not 
represented by the body which calls itself the North Wairarapa Liberal Association. It was the 
Liberal Association which challenged the issue, and its signal defeat must be a nasty knock to 
the local Liberal Party, which ought to go at least into half-mourning over this disaster to its 
leaders. 
23rd April 1895 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 



HOUSEHOLDERS MEETING. The annual meeting of householders was held last evening. 
There was a very largo attendance, including several ladies,  
REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET. The following report and balance sheet for the past year 
was read : Your Committee submit the following report for the past year, and consider the 
result satisfactory : The attendance at the two schools under the Committee's control has been 
well kept up, but, as usual, there are a number of parents who are very negligent in sending 
their children regularly to school, this has caused a great deal of trouble to your Committee 
by having to continually issue notices, under the compulsory clauses of the Education Act, 
Your Committee regret that this course has to be adopted to compel regular attendance as it 
shows a want of consideration by parents for the welfare, of their children. The number of 
children at present on the school rolls is 700, with an average attendance of just under 600. 
The Trust Lands Trustees have again liberally contributed to the school funds by granting £50 
for general expenditure, and £2O for library and scientific appliances, this has enabled your 
Committee to provide for the requirements of the schools without anxiety, as the capitation 
earned is barely sufficient to provide for cost of cleaning, firing, etc. An application was 
made to your Committee for the use of the school after school hours by the Rev. A. C. Yorke 
for the purpose of giving religious instructions to the children. Your Committee readily 
granted permission, as it was stipulated that the attendance at these classes for religious 
instruction was voluntary, parents who did not desire their children to be present, -had the 
matter in their own hands. During the past year the Government offered facilities for the 
school children to visit Wellington, some 500 children and 300 adults availed themselves of 
the privilege, and the excursion was a great success, and reflects credit on the Railway 
Department, for the satisfactory manner in which it was managed, The teaching staff of the 
schools has been well maintained, Mr W. H. Jackson of the Main School, and Miss Keeling 
of the Infant School, as head teachers of their respective institutions deserve great credit for  
their excellent management and diligent attention| to their duties,  
The annual statement of accounts hereto attached shows, receipts £177 6s lOd: Expenditure 
£162 7s 8d, leaving a credit balance of £4 19s 2d. This, with the capitation now due, of £22, 
makes a total credit of £26 19s 2d, the liabilities amount to £8 5s 6d, and the incoming 
committee will have a credit of £18 to commence the year with,  
Thirteen meetings of committee have been held, the attendance shows, E. Feist 13, W. 
Pragnell 13, W. M. Easthope 12, I T. Dixon 12, Z, M, Hoar 12, W. Morris 12, Thos Wagg l1, 
C. E. Daniel! 10 and W.G. Beard 8  
Mr Feist proposed that the report and balance sheet be adopted. It was satisfactory to be in the 
happy .position of having a credit balance, and this was in a great measure due to liberality of 
the Town Lands Trust. At the same time exception was taken to the grants from that body, on 
the ground that the Education Board should provide solely for the Committee's wants. 
_ The speaker referred to the excursion and the exertions of the Head teacher (Mr Jackson) 
who had paid special attention to the scholars and  others. (Applause). ',  
In reference to the exception taken  to the place in which they held this meeting, the 
Chairman said it should be borne in mind that Kuripuni was a portion of their district, and if 
they held their meeting in the town the parents of Kuripuni could take similar exception, With 
regard to the instructions given by the Rev. Mr Yorke after school, Mr Feist said he was not 
there to preach a sermon! but he would regard it as a sorry day when they excluded the Bible 
from their midst. He considered their thanks were due to Mr Yorke rather than their censure, 



and he believed their votes that evening would confirm the Committee's action in this matter. 
(Applause). The retiring committee had no particular axe to grind but did their duty to the 
best of their ability, and it was now for the householders  to say whether or not they would 
send them back again.  
Mr Daniell seconded the motion which was carried unanimously, a solitary voice being heard 
to Bay "No,"  
PUBLIC METTING. After the business of reading the report of the outgoing Committee, Mr 
Feist was elected Chairman of the public meeting, on the motion of Mr A. W, Renall, and 
explained the definition of a householder, and of those entitled to vote at this election, He 
held that those who voted must be owner or tenant and did not include a lodger. A definition 
of the district, received from the Secretary, was read as follows : 
South, Waingawa; west, Railway and Akura Native Reserve; north, Waipoua to Akura, 
thence section one, Opaki, to Wangaehu, thence main road to Otahuao, thence Weraiti and 
Taueru River, thence to junction of Wangaehu and Ruamahunga to junction of Waingawa. 
THE ELECTION. Messrs Ibbetson, Dougall, 0. Pragnell, and E. H. Eton were appointed to 
act as scrutineers. The following were nominated as members of the Committee. The first 
nine were elected, the result being received with applause:—  
Daniell C. E 111 
Rive 94  
Feist, Edwin 93 
Wagg, Thomas 92 
Beard, William Gascoyne 86  
Easthope, 'William Miller 85  
Hornblow R E 83  
Pragnell, William ... 78 
 Morris, William 74  
 
Price, T E 69 
Cargill, W. C 67  
Vile, A 67  
Cole, W. H. . 51  
Cullen, Wm 50 
Evernden,  42  
The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman proposed by Mr A. W. Renall. 
COMMITTEE MEETING At a meeting of the newly elected Committee Mr Feist was 
reelected Chairman and Mr W. Sellar, Secretary. The Standing Orders of the late Committee 
were adopted and Mr Easthope appointed visiting member for the month, after which the 
meeting adjourned. 
25th April 1895 Wellington Education Board Mr S. Johnston, postmaster at Masterton, 
recently transferred from Kaiapoi, wrote asking that his daughter, a pupil teacher at Kaiapoi, 
in her third year, should receive an appointment in the Masterton School. The Board decided 
to give Miss Johnston an appointment in the Masterton School as soon as an opening 
occurred, after the applications of previously selected candidates had been dealt with 
Considerable interest is being manifested in the coming school committee election. A 
strenuous effort is to be made to rescind the resolution admitting a minister of religion.to the 



school. The Rev A. C. Yorke has been instructing the children once a week for some weeks 
past, and the parents of children of other denominations are much incensed at permission for 
this instruction having been given by the minister.  
8th May 1895 Attached to the Wellington College is a shed Technical about forty feet by 
School, fifteen fitted up with six carpenter's benches and suitable tools. Four boys work at 
each bench and an instructor is engaged for four hours a week for two classes, so that some 
forty-eight boys receive technical instruction in the shop. It would not be an expensive 
experiment to provide the Masterton public school with a similar shed at which some fifty of 
the elder boys could receive technical instruction and where, if gas were laid on, a night-class 
might be formed for lads who have left school. The carpenter's shop in connection with the 
Wellington College is said to be a success and it is not by any means an expensive institution. 
10th May 1895 The match played yesterday on the School ground between the Violets and 
School teams ended in a draw, neither side scoring. Rutherford and Reside should have 
scored tries for the school but lost the ball just as they reached the coveted line. Good form 
was shown on both sides, " the passing at times being particularly good, 
14th  May 1895 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present—Messrs G. Feist (Chairman), Hornblow, Easthope, Wagg, Pragnell, Rive, 
and Daniell 
 MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting wore read and confirmed.  
TREASURER’S REPORT, The Treasurer reported a credit balance of 19s, with £22 
capitation due to the School funds,  
SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported that the attendance for the past two weeks had been 
exceptionally good, 99 scholars out of 101 on the roll, being present on one occasion, the 
average for the month being 87. A few loads of gravel are required for the path, and the 
report also recommended that some trees and shrubs should be planted this season. 
The Chairman was authorised to procure gravel, as asked for, for both schools.  
The Chairman and Mr Easthope were appointed a sub-Committee to procure shrubs and trees 
for the Infant School grounds, with power to act,  
MAIN SCHOOL, The head teacher reported an average attendance of 511 scholars, with 608 
on the roll. Although this attendance is fairly high it is not as satisfactory as it might be. 
There are still large numbers of children kept away with insufficient reason. Some of the 
excuses given are very discouraging to the teachers. The average attendance in the infant 
room is very satisfactory, 122 having been maintained, and good work consequently done. 
Gravel was required and gorse seedlings were becoming a nuisance. It was decided that the 
Chairman arrange for the grubbing up of the gorse seedlings, and the report was adopted,  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment:—W. 0. Cargill £1 11s 6d; 
R. T. Holmes £s 17s 7d. 
 GENERAL. Mr Easthope reported having, as visiting member, had a leak in the roof 
repaired and windows mended at the Main School,  
Mr Daniell thought the Committee should consider the advisability of asphalting round the 
school doors. The meeting then adjourned, 
22nd May 1895 Football: The following will represent Masterton School against the Carterton 
School, at Carterton, on Saturday next: Cameron, Reside, Rutherford, Corbctt, Walker, 
Boddington, Hemoa, Carpenter, Miller, Walker, Watson, Hooks, Richards, Harvey, and 
Mcintosh, Play to start at 2.30. Referee, Mr H. Booth. 



8th June 1895 Masterton Town Lands Trust included  
THE BROOM NUISANCE. With reference to the section next to the School, the Chairman 
said he could not recommend the application to 'the paddock for five years at  peppercorn 
rental. The stand might be required by the Trust at any time for building sections. At present 
the paddock was covered with broom and he therefore thought as there was a good deal of 
surplus labor about, it would be a good plan to put a, few men on to root it up afterwards 
ploughing the ground twice to destroy the broom. Finally on the motion of Mr Daniell the 
Chairman and Mr Hessey were appointed to deal with the matter 
11th June 1895 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
MONTHLY MEETING. The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, 
was held last evening. Present—Messrs  E, Feist (Chairman), Daniell, card, Easthope , 
Hornblow, Pragnell , Rive, and Morris.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date, of £2 7s 11d, . 
HEADMASTER'S REPORT. The Headmaster (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported as follows:—
No. 0n roll, 610; average attendance, 522; percentage of attendance, 86. This satisfactory 
attendance, is an indication that the action of the committee is bearing fruit. The 
accompanying  list contains fewer old cases than usual. Mr Fleming paid a visit of inspection 
to the school, on 31st ult., and his report is just to hand.  
The Chairman explained that the gravel, recommended at last meeting, had been supplied, 
and the Committee appointed, had made inquiries replants and shrubs.  
INFANTS'SCHOOL REPORT. Miss Keeling reported that the umber on roll, was 108; 
average attendance, 88. Inspector Fleming had paid, a visit of inspection on 7th of last month, 
and recommended that she apply to the Committee for , grant of two or three pounds for 
Kindergarten material. Held over, as no funds are available.  
TRUST LANDS TRUST GRANT. The Secretary prepared a report for presentation to the 
Trust Land: trustees, in view of making application to the Trust for the usual grant in aid of 
the school funds. It was resolved that the Committee make application for £80; £5O for 
genera imposes, £2O for the library, am £10 for scientific apparatus. ' 
INSPECTOR'S REPORT. The reports of Mr Fleming's late visits of inspection were received 
and placed on the table.  
ACCOUNTS. Accounts amounting to 12s were passed for payment.  
TECHNICAL EDUCATION'. Mr Pragnell asked if it would not be well to make the 
Committee appointed to report on technical  education to the Trust Land Trustees larger, by 
the addition of  several of the School Committee and others ,outside members of the Trust 
Mr Daniell said the present  Committee was only a preliminary step It was intended to make 
the basis a broad and practical as possible. The present Committee would meet am formulate 
a scheme, and a permanent Committee would then be appointed comprising members of (lie 
Trust, School Committee, and several also from outside. Any suggestions from this 
Committee would be readily accepted. He did not think there  would be any objection to an 
addition being made to the present Committee, so long as it was workable.  
THE TOWN HALL QUESTION,  
Mr W. G. Beard moved the following resolutions:—  
(1) "That this Committee views with regret the proposal of the Masterton Trust Lands 
Trustees to erect a Town  Hall out of the Town Lauds Trust funds and protests against any 



such fund (outside the moneys received from the insurance of the late Town Hall) being 
expended in that direction."  
(2) " That this Committee strongly protests against the proposal of the Trustees to pledge the 
securities or funds of the Trust for any purpose, and particularly for the purpose of a Town 
Hall."  
(3) " That as the disputed question  pledging the Trust securities has never been submitted by 
the Trustees to the residents of Masterton, who arc entitled to vote upon the question, the 
Trustees be requested, before applying  to Parliament lo authorize a loan, to take the opinion 
of such residents upon the advisability of pledging the Trust securities for the erection of a 
Town Hall."  
(4) That this Committee requests the Trustees to make special provision, by way of an annual 
grant, say of £2OO at least, for the educational requirements of the public of Masterton, and 
that such grant be specially protected again any loss which may accrue, to the Trust funds, in 
the event of a Town Hall being erected as proposed."  
In moving the resolutions Mr Beard drew attention to the proposals made in the report of the 
last meeting of  the Town Lands Trustees If the Trustees desired to carry on the provisions of 
the Trust Act, how could they do so by the resolution which were contrary to each other  
They also proposed to mortgage the property and funds of the Trust, so  that no money would 
be available  for educational purposes, which were clearly the first duty of the Trust to look 
after. The Trustee really proposed to rob the inhabitants of Masterton, of a sum o £3,000, by 
building this Hall, am handing it over to the Borough Council. If the resolutions were carried, 
it would, he hoped, deter the Trustees from pledging their security to provide funds, which 
funds should be applied to educational purposes, It was necessary to make every possible 
protest against the proposal made in respect of the misuse of funds which should be 
conserved for other purposes. The manner in which Mr Lowes prevented the motion being 
sprung upon him showed how keenly conscious he was of the interests he had to if  the vote 
he proposed to take of the inhabitants went against them they must abide by it.  
Mr Easthope seconded the resolutions, and said they were a most fitting protest to make 
against the proposal now before the Trustees of the Town Lands Trust. The proposal  of the  
Trustees was nothing more nor less than to erect a" dance house " under the guise of a Town  
hall. The resolutions proposed by Mr Beard had his heartiest sympathy. The borrowing 
proposals should be resisted at all hazards, as no town in New Zealand was so well favoured 
in the matter of educational advantages, and every man and woman should protest against the 
proposal to divert the Trust  monies, set apart by the donors for Education, to be used for the 
purpose of building a" dance-house."  
The Chairman supported the resolutions and said that if the resolutions now proposed had 
been made public and the feature of the election he felt sure the result would have been 
somewhat different.  
Mr Daniell said he was pleased to see so much interest taken and that members had got their 
blood warm, something they had forgotten was bat the project was .only spoken of d far, and 
the real objects of the resolutions were already being dealt with. The condemnation of the 
Town Hall proposal was the only new feature of-the resolution. If the Town Hall project was 
to have no other effect than that of stirring the people out of their usual lassitude, it would do 
real  good.  



Mr Pragnell supported the resolutions, and said that once the Trustees commenced, they 
would find that the proposed Hall would cost £5000 in place of £3000.  
Mr Hornblow, said that until the matter of the Town Hall had been discussed by the Trustees, 
the present resolutions of condemnation were premature. He felt sure the Trustees would give 
due consideration to the Committee's resolutions. He ridiculed the idea of canvassing for 
votes for or against, because it was possible to get the people to sign anything—in fact, both 
for and against. He could not support the resolutions.  
Mr Rive said there were more ways than one, of erecting a Town Hall, It was late in the day, 
perhaps, but it was pleasing to see some interest taken in the educational interests with which 
Masterton has been so well favoured. He would support the resolutions.  
Mr Morris also supported the resolutions.  
Mr Beard replied and explained the position he had taken up on the Committee. He would 
always continue to fight for the educational advantages to be gained through this Trust to the 
Masterton public. As soon, however, as the Masterton public showed that they did not care 
how the Trust monies were spent, he would resign his seat on the Committee. In place of 
£IOO, as Mr  Daniell had said would be sufficient for the Technical School, he wanted the 
whole lot if it was £5,000. Personally, it was probably more to his interest to see a Town Hall 
erected . in Masterton, but he objected to that Hall being erected by the Trust  Lands Trust, 
because it would drain away the educational revenue.  
On the resolutions being put, it was decided that they be taken singly, when the first three 
were carried on division :-Ayes: Messrs Feist, Beard, Rive, Pragnell, Easthope and Morris. 
Noes: Messrs  Daniell and Hornblow. The fourth resolution was carried unanimously. 
Messrs, Feist, Beard, Easthope and Pragnell were appointed a deputation to wait upon the 
Trust Lands Trustees at their next meeting and urge the foregoing resolutions.  
Mr Daniell  invited the Chairman - to suggest some names to be added  to the Committee 
appointed by the Trust, on the question of Technical Education. , It was decided to suggest to 
the  Chairman of the Trustees that the names of Messrs Feist, Easthope, Hive and Pragnell be 
added, and that several additional outside gentlemen also be asked to join the Committee,  
The meeting then adjourned. 
11th June 1895 The Masterton School Committee last night passed a series of resolutions 
protesting against the revenue  of the Masterton Town Lands Trust being pledged for the 
purposes of a Town Hall. 
12th June 1895  
The Masterton School Committee has resolved- to apply to the Trust Lands Trustees for a 
special grant of £80 this year. Resolutions have been carried by the Masterton School 
Committee, on the motion of Mr W. G. Beard, protesting against the proposal of the 
Masterton Town Lands Trustees to erect a town hall out of the Town Lands Trust funds, 
urging that the Trustees, before applying to Parliament to authorise a loan, take the opinion of 
the residents upon the advisability of pledging the Trust securities for the erection of a town 
hall, and requesting that the Trustees make special provision by way of an annual grant of say 
£2OO at least for the educational requirements of the public of Masterton. 
6th July 1895 At last night's meeting of the Masterton Town Lands Trustees, the Rev. father 
McKenna made an application for a grant  of £2O, in aid of St, Patrick's School.  
The Rev, Father McKenna was in attendance, and handed in the balance sheet of the past. 
year's expenditure. He would simply ask  the members of the Trust to favourably consider his 



request Up-to-date desks with very much needed in the school, and the Town Lands Trust 
was the only body he could apply to for assistance, whereas the State Schools had 
Government aid. He hoped the Trustees would bear this in mind in dealing with his request, 
The chairman of the Fernridge School Committee mode application for a grant of £25, The 
Masterton School Committee  made application for a grant of .£80.  
The chairman  pointed out that n sum of £27 previously granted was  not credited, and the 
proposed library and scientific expenditure of £30 had not been shown in the Masterton 
School statement. Considerable discussion took place with regard to the statement of the 
Masterton School Committee. Mr Daniell said, if the Trustees would go and see the school 
working, they would not begrudge the money for expenditure on scientific apparatus, etc. The 
number of the scholars also kept increasing.  
Mr A. Vile moved that that sum of £53 be granted to the Masterton School. The Trustees 
might assume that there had been a clerical error. He thought this would be doing ample 
justice to .the School. 
Mr Hessey seconded the motion  
Mr Hornblow moved as an amendment that the sum asked for be granted to the Masterton 
School. The Chairman seconded the amendment.  The estimated expenditure was £60, and 
the Committee asked for £20 for contingencies.  
Mr Vile said he would withdraw his motion after the Chairman's explanation, and move as an 
amendment that the sum of £63 —the  deficiency shown in the estimate— be granted.  
Mr Renall seconded the amendment  that £63 be be granted, which was carried,  
Messrs Hornblow and Daniell voting against it.  
On the motion of  Mr Daniell, the sum  of £25 was granted to the Fernridge School as asked. 
On the motion of Mr Hornblow the  sum of £20 was granted to St. Patricks School, as applied 
for, after some discussion, on the position of Catholic Schools. 
9th July 1895 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), Rive, W. G. Beard, W. Pragnell, R. E. 
Hornblow, Easthope, Darnell and Morris.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
THE TOWN HALL QUESTION. The Chairman stated that in regard to the deputation to the 
Town Lands Trust, Mr Beard had to be absent on the date on which the meeting was held, 
and the deputation had not attended.  
Mr Beard said the evening the deputation was not present, the resolutions were before the 
Trustees, and they could have considered them when discussing the proposal to borrow the 
money.  
In answer to the Chairman, Mr Beard said he was still prepared to wait on the Trustees. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £27 11s—the 
capitation due was £20—and after paying the liabilities there would be a credit balance of £7. 
CORRESPONDENCE. From the Secretary of the Masterton Town Lands Trust, re the 
resolutions submitted, and stating that the matter would be held over till next meeting of the 
Trust when the deputation would be received.  
Mr Beard said the protest had been lodged, and it seemed the Trustees appeared to have  
ignored it. He suggested that the deputation wait on the Trustees, and formally submit the 
first three resolutions, and discuss only the fourth resolution which proposed that £2OO be 
set aside for educational purposes.  



TECHNICAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE. The Secretary of the Trust Lands Trust stating that 
it was not at present intended to set up a permanent committee and pointing out that it was 
desired to add the name of Mr Feist to the present committee, as he had been unintentionally 
omitted. 
Mr Daniell stated that perhaps he misled the School Committee on the last occasion, when ho 
had suggested additional names to the Committee set up. 
It was resolved to reply thanking the Trustees for the appointment of the Chairman to the 
Committee.  
TRUST I.ANDS GRANT. The Secretary of the Trust Lands Trust wrote stating that a sum of 
£63 had been voted to the Masterton  School Committee.  
The secretary stated that the credit of £17, with which the Committee  commenced the year, 
was not shown in the statement sent to the Trustees, which would be the difference between 
the application and the grant. 
The Chairman proposed that a vote of thanks be accorded the Trustees for their liberal grant 
to the School Committee. 
Mr W. G. Beard suggested that  the word " liberal" be left out of that resolution. 
Mr Easthope said that the only question with regard to the grants applied for, was with 
reference to the sum applied for by the Masterton School Committee. He thought  the grant 
was a most illiberal one in comparison with the other schools, and he wanted to know what 
the  children of Masterton had done to  incur the displeasure of the Town Lands Trustees,  
Mr Daniell said that the Trustees  had granted the amount of the deficit  shown by the 
statement submitted to them, or in other words, all that  was asked for. 
 Mr Hornblow said that the feeling introduced was only childish, ' and the amount granted 
that had really been asked  
 Large Inksplot covered much of the next few lines 
Mr Hornblow apologised for not. Visiting the school during the month;" He had left this duty 
till the end of  the month and then found that that  holidays had commenced, '  
Mr Morris was appointed visiting member for the month and. the meeting adjourned, , 
13th August 1895 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist (chairman),P, A. Rive, T, Wagg, R, E, Hornblow and W 
Morris.  
MINUTES The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed,  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £31 18s 11d. 
MAIN SCHOOL, The Head Teacher (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported that the average 
attendance for the month had been 501 with 600 scholars on the roll. School re-opened on 
July 15th with a very good attendance. During the month an average of 99 children have been 
absent, and not half of them through sickness; the reasons given plainly showing that certain 
parents concern themselves very little about the education of their children. On the other 
hand, Mr Jackson states that quite a number of children who have been suffering from 
chilblains have bravely attended.  
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported 96, children on the Infant School roll, with an 
average attendance of 76, The low average is due to poor attendance on one or two wet days. 
The Chairman stated that, the sub- Committee  appointed, had authorised Mr Hale to plant 
about 100 trees in the Infant School, ground.  
ACCOUNTS, Accounts, as submitted, were passed for payment,  



GENERAL. Mr Morris drew attention to the rough state of the paths at the Infant School. The 
matter was left in the hands of the visiting member to attend to. The question of providing 
material for kindergarten teaching, was discussed, it being finally decided to leave the matter 
in the bands of Messrs Hornblow, Rive and Feist, with power.to act. Mr Pragnell was 
appointed visiting-member, and , the meeting adjourned 
3rd September 1895 Through the courtesy of Sir Maurice O'Rourke, the Masterton School 
footballers, under the guidance  of Messrs Jackson and Darroch, and escorted by Mr A, W. 
Hogg, M.H.R., inspected the House of Representatives and Parliamentary Library. They were 
made acquainted with all the mysteries and processes of taking votes and divisions; the 
division bells; locking the doors and the various galleries were described. In the lobbies they 
were astonished with the easy method of turning on and off the electric lights, and delighted 
with the scenery of the Colony, represented in photos and oil paintings. Among the curiosities 
inspected were the death warrants of Queen Mary and King Charles the First, and the' Magna 
Charta, together with a portrait of Mr Renall, as he appeared in Parliament at Auckland, 
thirty-four years ago. 
The Hon. Mr Shrimski took them into the Legislative Council, and they had the pleasure of 
seeing "our Lords" assembling at the opening of the .Council, and hearing Sir Patrick 
Buckley introducing the Banking Bill in an able speech and witnessing' a division, Mr Hogg 
afterwards placed several of them in communication by telephone with Mr Edwin Arnold, the 
famous basket maker and perambulator man of Willis-street, and they had a lively 
conversation with that gentleman and his shop-assistant, Miss Brace, Some of the little 
fellows—though advised to talk quietly—persisted in shouting and being held up by the 
shoulders, their peals of laughter reverberated along the wires, 
They afterwards visited and inspected the Telephone Exchange, and before  parting with Mr 
Hogg, for whom they gave three  cheers, they warmly acknowledged the courtesy they had 
received from the members of the legislature, to whom they were  introduced. They dine at 
the Trocadero, inspect the electric lighting works, and return home this afternoon, 
7th September 1895 During the past few days much condolence has boon expressed with Mr 
Waite, the second master at our Public School, it being understood that his life's savings were 
invested in that maelstrom , "the shares" of the Bank of New Zealand, To-day we regret to 
record a still heavier calamity which has befallen him, in the sudden death of his son William. 
Mr Waite is an old and valued settler in this town, and in his present grievous trouble has the 
respectful sympathy of the entire community 
7th September 1895 A sad drowning case occurred in the Ruamahunga River yesterday at 
Mount Bruce-road, about 15 miles from Masterton. It appears that a man named King, living 
on the property of Mr. R. K. Hornblow at Upper Opaki, had come to Masterton for stores. On 
returning he found the river was so  high that it was impossible to cross. A young mm named 
William Waite. 19 years of age (eldest son of Mr. William Waite, school teacher, of 
Masterton), who is also employed on Mr. Hornblow's property, volunteered to cross the river 
to assist King in bringing over the stores. Mrs. King warned him not to go, as the river was in 
a high state of flood. The young man did not heed the warning, however, and proceeded to 
cross the river. For some unaccountable reason he put on his overcoat, he had not got far into 
the stream when he was washed off his legs, and as he was unable to swim ho was never seen 
again. 



10th September 1895  The annual drawing examination took place at the Masterton School 
last Wednesday, 171 candidates working 226 papers 
10th September 1895 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening. Present Messrs W. G. Beard (in the chair), W. M Easthope, W, Pragnell, P. 
A. Rive, C. E. Daniell, E. Feist and T. Wagg. .  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed,  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £l5 5s lOd. 
SCHOOL REP'ORTS, The Head-master reported 595 scholars on the roll, with an average 
attendance of 484, being a percentage of 81. Considering the near approach of the annual 
examination, the attendance has been unusually low, the falling off having been caused 
mainly by sickness. The whole of the classes are doing good work and if the attendance 
improves there is every prospect of a good record being obtained at the coming examination, 
In his report, Mr Jackson also urged the Committee to use its best endeavours to induce the 
Town Lands Trustees to increase the amount of its supplementary scholarship, as at the 
present time the children of poor parents have not that interest, in the scholarship 
examinations which they would have were the amount. of the Trustees' grant larger, It costs 
about £60 a year to maintain a scholarship holder which means that a parent has to find £2O a 
year to pay the balance of cost.  
Miss Keeling reported an average attendance of 81 with 96 children on the Infants' School 
roll. The reports were adopted,  
ACCOUNTS, The following accounts were passed for payment:—Z. M. Hoar, £1 9s 2d; J 
Watt, 17s 4d; W. Pragnell (paid for labor) 15s; 11. T, Holmes, £2 Is 8d; T. Cox, 11s 3d. 
School Library accounts:—J. Watt, £7 0 6d; Education Department, £2; 5. and W. Mackay, 
19s 6d.  
GENERAL, Mr Feist explained that the sub Committee appointed had decided to give to Mr 
Jackson and to Miss Keeling, £2 each, for expenditure on Kindergarten appliance,  
The Secretary stated that the trees in the Infants' School ground had been planted.  
Mr  P.  A Rive was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned.  
17th September 1895 The funeral of William Waite , who was drowned in the Ruamahunga 
river took place at Masterton yesterday afternoon, the Rev. A. C. Yorke conducting the 
service. Besides many friends, the scholars and teachers of the Masterton  School attended, 
and an exceedingly large number of floral tributes were placed on the coffin and in the grave, 
by sympathisers with the bereaved parents. 
2nd October 1895 The lower standards of the Masterton School are being examined by Mr W. 
H. Jackson 

12th October 1895 The annual examination of the Masterton school was completed by 
Inspectors Lee and Fleming on Thursday evening. The result is, we understand, very 
satisfactory, and credit alike to the children and teaching staff. The following is the list of 
scholars who have passed successfully, kindly supplied by Mr W. H. Jackson, head-master:— 
 STANDARD I. Boys,—Harry Allen, James Baker, William Crann, Allan Dixon, Leonard 
Daniell. Norman Fielding, Vivian Gray, Leonard Hooper, Nat Hooper, Sydney Harris, Edgar 
Hawke, Robert Hector, Charles Ibbetson, Robert Jones, Bertram Johns, Horace Joyce, 
George Jacobs, Graham Johnston, John Kite, Phil Keisenberg, Alfred Langley_ Edwin 
McGuire, Hugh Millar, William, Morris, Allied Parkes, Leonard Prentice, Thomas Pickett, 



James Russell, Jack Skipper, James Topping, Bertie Temple, Percy Temple, James Tait, 
Frank Wallis, Frank Wickens, Victor Williams.  
Girls.-Laura Arnold, Sophia Allen, Alice Budd, Emily Butler, Arley Castle, May Castle, 
Louisa Cole, Florence Cox, Olive Dixon. Emma Dixon, Maud Elliott, Amy Hunter, Ivy 
Hooper, Ruby Haskell, Ivy Iorns, Lizzie Johnson, Ida King, Annie King, Rosina Keeble, 
Dora La Roche, Bessie Merrick, Blanche Mackay, Emily Morris, Ida Maxted, Cissie May, 
Robina Robb, Muriel Hive, Elsie Richards, Ellen Reid, Madge Scott, Ethel Treen, Elsie 
Truscott, Ella Townsend, Bessie Vowless , Edith Wellington, Olive Winteringham, Evelyn 
Warner, Harriet Williams, Annie Williams, 
STANDARD 11. Boys.—George Baker, Albert Billington, Charles Bills, Arthur Le  
Boutillicr, Alfred Corbett, Walter Cook, John Fowler, Reginald Green, John Goodall, Eric 
Hutchison, Hector Harrison, Reginald Iorns, Leslie  Jago, Norman Jones. George Jones, 
William Johns, Herbert Merrick, Archie Pragnell, Fred Perrin, Joseph Reardon, Arthur Rigg, 
Harold Reynolds, Charles Reside, Rupert Sutton, Clarence Smith, Lance Vallance, Harold 
Williams, Alfred Watson, James Carswell. 
 Girls.—Ellen Andrew, Hay Allsworth  Annie Alexander, Emma Treen, Emma Byrn, Mary 
Bentley, Lily Beere, Emily Burton, Nellie Cave, Eva Christensen, Emilia Collotte, Alice 
Couborne, Fanny Dixon, Blanche Easthope, Emma Flaws, Blanche Gapper, Annie 
Hounslow, Maud Hawke, Amy Holdaway, Edith Hayes, Olive Harrison, Virtue Ingram, May 
Jensen, Ethel Lyons, Wallace Pinkerton, Jane Roberts, Mabel Rigg, Flora Ross, Hettie 
Robins, Edith Soblofski, Eva Smith, Agnes Temple, Ruby von Kcisenbcrg, May Williams, 
Gertie Williams, Lizzie Williamson, Maggie Williamson, 
STANDARD 111, Boys.—Fred Allen, Frank Andrews, Ottiwell Brenmer, George Broom, 
Ingham Coradine, Archie Daniell, Cecil Dixon, Leonard Dixon, Rupert Doughty, Donald 
Finlayson, Henry Gorringe, Neil Gray, Norman Hatch, Willie Hatch, Robert Henry, Percy 
Holmes, William Hunter, William Iorns, Richard Jago, Charles Jensen, John Kingdon, 
Kenneth Keith, Walter Lee, Malcolm Mackay, William Norman Joseph Nicholls, Vincent 
Richards, Clarence Roys, Vandemere  Robinson, Alexander Robertson, Robert Russell, 
George Watson, Charles Winter, John Wise,  
Girls.—Amy Andrews, Gertrude Apperley, Lena Bentley, Eliza Butcher, Julia Butler, Florrie 
Castle, Dora Christensen, Angelina Cole, Margaret Curham, Anna Curham, Florrie D'Arcy, 
Agnes Dixon, Violet Fletcher, Lily Fletcher, Mable Haskell, Violet Hewitt, Agnes Hogg, Ella 
Ibbetson Olive Iorns, Nellie Jacobs, May Beatrice McLachlan, Maud Morris, Winnie 
Nicholls, Annie Rive, Agnes Robb, Kate Wallis, Maud Watson, 
STANDARD IV, Boys.-Alexander Adams, Hugh Ayson, Bruce Brown, Arthur Beere, Alfred 
Cade, Ernest Cameron, Leonard Carey, Leslie Chisholm, Fred Cole, Albert Donald, Lewis 
Downer, Oscar Dixon, Alfred Elkins, William Easthope, Herbert Green, Leslie Holdaway, 
Henry Howard, George Howard, Bennett Iorns, Howard Jackson, Charles Jones, Herbert 
Jones, John Jacobs, Ernest Johns, William King, William von Keisenberg, George Lane, 
Leonard Nicol, Henry Osman, James Payton, Edward Richards, Charles Ross, Walter 
Radford, Robert Spackman, Roy Townsend, William King To Tau, David Vowless, Arthur 
Williams, Leonard Young.  
Girls.—Ethel Andrews, Louisa Baker, Sarah Butcher, Annie Bartlett, Eva Beere, Beatrice 
Braggins, Edith Carpenter, Zilla Couborne, Jessie Dorrccn, Mary Easthope, Lizzie Fill, Ethel 
Hunter, Rose Ingram, May Johnston, Kate Jones, Eva Jones, Flora Joyce, Fidelia King, 



Esther Lyons, Emma Maxted, May McCormack, Maggie Maguire, Kathleen O'Connor, 
Maggio Payton, Jessie Pinkerton, Eva Rigg, Emily Rive, Ada Spackman, Lizzie Shepherd, 
Louie Smith, Marie Taylor, Ethel Ward, Lottie Wickens, Lily Wellington, Annie Wellington, 
Alice Walker. 
 STANDARD V . Boys.—Milton Alpass, William Apperley, Reginald Boddington, Robert 
Carpenter, Hadlow Chisholm, Herbert Cross, Fred D'Arcy, Henry Dixon, Harley Donald, 
William Heggie, Robert Hunter, Fred Holloway, Herbert Johnston, Alexander Keith, James 
Kingdon, James La Roche, Joseph J Lyons, Leopold Mandel James McCormack, Harold 
Mcintosh, Ivan O'Connor, James Parkes, James Payne, Hugh Perry, Charles Presswood, 
Patrick Reardon, Alexander Robertson, Alexander Reside, Sydney Smith, Joseph Snell, 
Alfred Topping, Herbert Vibert, Horace Walker, Clarence Williams, Ivanhoe Wintringham, 
Girls.—Harriett Allen, May Billington, Flora Crawford, Annie Christensen. Florence 
Cresswell, Emily Daniell, Winnie Daniell. Lena Dixon Meta Dixon Laura Eves, Ruth  Fill, 
Ruth Henry, Maud Holmwood, Dorcas Ingram, Lenna Iorns, Nellie Jenkins Clara t 
Keisenberg, Mary Michell, Emily Michell, Annie Michell, Emily Marsh, Lily Ockenden, Ida 
Perry, Nellie Percy, Kathleen Robins May Reynolds Annie Shaw, Eva Shepherd Rosa Smith, 
Lily Tayler, Ella Truscott, ' 
STANDARD VI, Boys.-Rupert Corbett, Fred.  Elkins, Thomas Flaws, Guy Green, Stanley 
Hutchison, Robert Johnston, Alex. Ross, James Reside, William Smith, James Sellar, Fred 
Williams.  
Girls.-Ethel Byford, Bessie Bradford. Phoebe Butler, Annie Cave, Helen Exell. Nellie Hogg, 
Hettie Gillespie, Eliza Robieson, Maggie Robertson, Rosa Waite, Ethel Wilton, Amy 
Williams, Jennie Watson. . 
STANDARD VII,  Boys,-Edward Amoore.' Stanley Bunting  Murray Cameron, Alfred 
Elkins, Kenmore  Johnstone, Bert Richards, Frank Temple Duncan Wilton. ,Girls.-Stella 
Dixon, Kate Easthope, ' Annie Peterson, Eliza Wallis,  
16th October 1895 The ordinary meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held on 
Monday evening; present- Messrs E. Feist (chairman), C, E. Daniel], W. Pragnell, P. A. Hive, 
W. M. Easthope, It, E. Hornblow, Thos. Wagg and W. Morris.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed,  
TREASURER'S REPORT, The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £5 Is 9d, less cheque 
unpresented, £3 10s lOd 
TEACHERS REPORT. Mr Jackson, Headmaster, reported as follows:-Number on Roll, 590; 
average attendance, 586; percentage of attendance, 86. The average attendance for the quarter 
ending 30th September, was 496 against 501 during the previous three months. This was to 
be regretted, because had the previous average been maintained, the school would have 
obtained the services of an extra pupil teacher,  
Mr Jackson suggested that the Committee consider the question of asphalting portions of the 
playgrounds during the Christmas holidays. 
The report from the Infants' School, stated that at the beginning of the month, ten  children 
were transferred to the' Main School, leaving 87 on the roll, with an average attendance of 79, 
The report stated that the pump in the boys' playground was constantly getting out of repair, 
and Wednesday's gale  had damaged the roof, Mr Daniel was requested to see to the repairs 
to pump and the damage done to the roof of the School building,  



The following accounts were passed for payment: -J. Pybus, 14s 6d E Hale £5, B. T. Holmes, 
£4 12s 9d.  
HOUR OF MEETING, On the motion of Mr Easthope, seconded by Mr Pragnell, it was 
resolved that the Committee meet during the summer months, at 8 p.m. 
6th November 1895 One hundred and fifty candidates at the Masterton school were successful 
at the recent drawing examinations 
MASTERTON SCHOOL. DRAWING EXAMINATION. 
The following are the names of the successful candidates in the drawing examination hold at 
the Masterton School on the 4th September   
Note letters in brackets maybe incorrect. There is no explanation for them. 
Geometry ,—Harriet Allen, Ethel Andrew, Lily Byford, Bessie  Bradford (o), Harold Brown 
(G), Phoebe Butler (o), Arthur Beere, Annie Cave, Joseph Carpenter (a), Annie Christensen, 
Flora Crawford (a), Leonard Carey, Leslie Chisholm (o),Ernest Cameron (o), Edith 
Carpenter, Leonard Clark (E), Meta Dixon (o), Emily Daniell, Winnie – Daniell, Annie 
Elliotte, Laura Eves, Alfred Elkins (g), Willie Easthope. Mary Easthope, Helen Exell, Ruth 
Fill, Herbert Green, Henry Howard, Herbert Jones, Leslie Holdaway (o), Eva Hooper, 
Stanley Hutchison (e), Nellie Hogg(o), Ruth Henry (o),Bennett Iorns (o), Lenoa Iorns (o), 
Dorcas Ingram, Nellie Jenkins, Eva Jones, Clara von Keisenberg, Fidelia King, Annie 
Mitchell, Emily Mitchell, Leonard Nicol (a), Lily Ockenden, Henry Osman, Ida Perry, Nellie 
Percy, Amy Pickering, Edith Peterson (a), Maggie Robertson (a), Olivia Richardson (o), 
Kathleen Robins (o), Walter Radford (□), Emily Rive, Eva Rigg, May Reynolds, Edward 
Richards (a), Eliza Robieson, Ada Stone, Eva Shepherd, Margaret Smith (a), Annie Shaw, 
Robert Spackman, Louise  Smith, Ella Truscott, William Te Tau, Ethel Tricker, Lily Tayler, 
Roy Townsend (u), David Vowless (o), Ruby Winteringham, Arthur Williams, Ethel Ward, 
Annie Wellington, Arthur Woodham, Lily Wellington, Amy Williams, Fred Williams (o), 
Rosa Waite (o), Mary Wilson (a). ,  
Freehand Drawing.—Milton Alpass, Annie Cave, Joseph Carpenter, Leonard Carey, Zillah 
Coubourne. Lena Dixon, Rupert Doughty, Fred Elkins, Annie Elliotte, Neil Gray, Henry 
Howard, Herbert Jones, Katie Jones, Richard Jago, George Lane, Emmeline Langley, 
Malcolm Mackay, William Norman, Ivan O'Connor, Ida Perry, Nellie Percy, James Payton, 
Maggio Robertson, Walter Radford, Emily Rive, Eva Bigg, Vincent Richards, Eva Shepherd, 
William To Tau, Arthur Williams, Ethel Ward, Olivia Richardson,  
Scale,—William Apperley(o), John Alexander, Robert Carpenter, Hadlow Chisholm (o), 
Harley Donald (k), Harry Dixon, Fred Holloway , Robert Hunter, Augustus Iorns, Crawford 
Johnson, Alexander Keith, James Kingdon, Joseph Lyons, James McCormack (o), Leopold 
Manuel, Harold Mcintosh, Ivan O'Connor (e), Hugh Perry, James Parkes, Annie Peterson (o), 
Alexander Robertson, Patrick Reardon (e), Joseph Snell, Herbert Vibert, Ivanhoe 
Winteringham, Horace Walker (o).  
Model. —William Ayson, Edward Amoore, Kate Easthope, Hettie Gillespie, Robert 
Johnston, Kenmore Johnston, Amelia Nicholls, Richard Nicholls, 
9th November 1895 At yesterday afternoon's meeting of the Masterton Town Lands Trustees, 
Air A. Vile moved that £5 be granted to the Masterton School, and ,£2 Ills each to the 
Fernridge and Si. Patrick's Schools to be expended on prizes for regular attendance during the 
coming year. Messrs Hornblow and Daniell supported the resolution, which was unanimously 
carried 



19th November 1895 A school excursion from Masterton  to Wellington, similar to that of last 
year, is being arranged 
19th November 1895 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee, was 
held last evening. Present Messrs W, G. Beard (in the Chair), G. E. Daniel), P. A. Rive, W, 
Pragnell, R. E. Hornblow, W. M, Easthope.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER’S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date, of £35 14s 8d. 
 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. The Secretary of the Town Lands Trustees wrote, stating that 
the Trust had granted £5 to be expended in attendance prizes. It was decided to refer the 
matter of arranging how the sum be expended to a sub-Committee consisting of Messrs Feist, 
Easthope and Daniell, and that the Town Lands Trustees be thanked for their grant on the 
motion of Messrs Beard and Easthope   
SCHOOL EXCURSIONS, A circular from the Railway Department was received with 
reference to the new scale of special fares to school excursions. Mr W. H. Jackson said in the 
event of another general school excursion he would suggest that it take place at an early date, 
before the weather becomes oppressively hot. 
 Mr Pragnell pointed out that no provision was made in the circular for parents and guardians 
accompanying children. He thought this an oversight and would move that the Department be 
asked to grant the same privileges to parents as granted at last year's excursion,  
The matter was left in the hands of Mr W. H. Jackson  to communicate with the Traffic 
Manager, with the object of holding an excursion.  
It was also decided that the fixing of the date be left with the Chairman and Mr Jackson. 
SCHOOL REPORTS. The Head Master reported 593 children on the roll with an average 
attendance  of 488, being a percentage of 82.  
Miss Keeling reported 93 scholars on the roll with an average attendance of 74, The report 
also suggested the desirability of the Committee granting permission for the children to be 
taken on a holiday excursion into the country on some Friday in December.—The reports 
were adopted. . 
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment R F. Temple it Co., 9s 5d ; 
W.F.C.A, £2 16s 8d. 
GENERAL. Mr Daniell moved that a committee be empowered to level and tar the 
playground at the school during the holidays, the expenditure not to exceed £10 
The motion was carried, Messrs Feist, Daniell and Hornblow. being appointed to look after 
the work.  
Miss Keeling's application to take the children under her charge into the country was granted. 
Mr Beard moved that the Masterton Town Lands Trustees be respectfully requested to give 
effect to the report on Technical Education, sent in to the Trustees some time ago.  
Mr Easthope seconded the motion.  
Mr Daniell said, as a member of .the Town Lands Trust he would like to explain that the 
matter had not been lost sight of, but as it was a most important question it had been deferred 
from meeting to meeting to obtain the attendance of Mr W. Lowes, their Chairman, whose ill 
health had prevented his attendance at the Town Lands Trust meetings. As a matter of 
courtesy to their Chairman the report had in a measure been allowed to drop.  
Mr Beard said there was a feeling that the question of Technical Education had been allowed 
to drop.  



Mr Daniell said the Trustees were afraid of committing themselves to a possibly unknown 
expenditure.  
Mr Hornblow thought that the Trustees, while sympathising with the object, would not be 
prepared to expend £2OO, as asked. 
 Mr Beard thought a deputation should  wait on the Trust,  
Mr Pragnell said his private opinion was, that there was very little chance of anything being 
done in the matter of Technical Education, until the Town Hall question was settled,  
Mr Beard's motion was put and carried.  
Mr W G. Beard was appointed .visiting member, and the meeting  closed. 
30th November 1895 v Hogg, M.H.R., waited on the Hon. A. J. Cadman, Minister of 
Railways, and Mr Hudson, Assistant General Manager on Friday, in reference to certain 
alterations  in the fares to be charged in connection with the proposed school excursions, It 
transpired that although the fare from Masterton and the district and beyond for children was 
Is 6d or the same as last year, the fare for adults had been increased from 3s to 3s 9d, 
Mr Hogg said the increase might seem small but in the case of large families and in view of 
the circumstances of some of the country settlers it was an imposition that lie felt confident 
would greatly interfere with the numbers that would patronise the trains. 
Mr Hudson said the system had been abused by persons who were not in charge of children 
taking advantage of cheap fares. Mr Hogg saw no great harm in that, and pointed out that the 
loss of revenue from such a cause was more than compensated by those who travelled on 
account of the cheapness who otherwise would remain at home 
The Minister replied that the passenger receipts were prejudiced for days, if not weeks, after 
these excursions, through people who had to travel on business, taking advantage of them. 
Mr Hogg pointed out that the sale of tickets was entrusted to the school Committees. The 
excursion trains did not stop at intermediate stations, and the loss of revenue could 
consequently be very small. Mr Hudson said the school excursionists to the Christchurch 
Exhibition, had combined business with pleasure, by returning with van loads of stores, as 
passenger luggage, to the injury of the railway goods traffic and the local storekeepers. Mr 
Hogg held that it would always be difficult to prevent people from taking advantage of the 
trains in the way referred to, The general public usually took advantage of the best market. 
Some discussion here took place in reference to the currying of produce, Mi' Hogg expressing 
the hope that before long a produce market would be established in Wellington, and market 
trains established so that the producer and the city consumer might be brought together. Mr 
Hudson "said the school rates last year did not pay the expenses on the Wairarapa line,  
Mr Hogg expressed his surprise at this seeing that the trains were filled to overflowing, and 
the hauling capacity of the line taxed to the utmost. 
The Minister promised to give the matter his attention, 
3rd December 1895 children's railway excursion to Wellington, excursions, at nominal fares, 
between now and Christmas, would be very unpopular in Masterton. it would" mean that the 
sisters, and cousins, and aunts of the excursionists, would take advantage of the cheap fares, 
to bring up Xmas supplies from the Empire City, to the detriment of local tradesmen. It has 
been found by experience, that such excursions are abused in this respect; and we are not. 
surprised that the Railway Department complains that they are unprofitable. The whole 
question requires consideration, so that legitimate facilities can be given for children to see 
Wellington, without injury to the Railway Department, or to tradesmen. The right thing to do, 



would be to let any school teacher take ten or twelve children down to the Empire City, by an 
ordinary train, at a special rate. 
6th December 1895 Cricket RECHABITES v. SCHOOL. In a two-innings match against the 
Masterton School Cricket Club, the Juvenile Rechabites won by 24 runs. 
The  Rechabites' total for the two innings was 82, and the School total 58, 
10th December 1895 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening, Present, Messrs E. Feist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, W. Morris, P. A. Rive, 
T. Wagg, R, E. Hornblow, W. M. Easthope and W, Pragnell.  
MINUTES, The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed  
TREASURER’S REPORT." The  Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £26 9s 3d. " 
MAIN SCHOOL REPORT. The Head Teacher reported 591 on the roll, with an average 
attendance of 473, being a percentage of 80, For the first two or three weeks of the past 
month the attendance showed a great improvement, but since the 25th ult., it has not been 
satisfactory. On the above date a heavy storm camo on just before noon, and the continuous 
downpour caused the absence of three hundred children in the afternoon, the attendance 
recorded being the lowest for several years. On any such future occasion it would be well to 
continue school work for an hour or hour and a  Half and then dismiss them for the day 
 The Chairman' said Mr Jackson's' suggestion regarding exceptionally wet days' was' a good 
one, 'and he thought the matter might be left in his hands, 
With regard to the proposed school excursion, the Chairman said it had been decided to 
postpone it till after the holidays, the date to be fixed at the first meeting of the Committee 
after the holidays, , :  
INFANT SCHOOL Miss Keeling reported that the wet weather had considerably interfered 
with the attendance in the beginning of last month but that during the last week it'was very 
good, the  average for the month being 76 with 91 scholars on the roll.' A successful picnic 
was held,  81 out of the 91 on the roll being present,  
The Chairman said it would be unnecessary to hold any meeting in January next.  
Mr C E  Daniell was appointed visiting member and the meeting closed, 
19th December 1895 GIRLS' COLLEGIATE SCHOOL. OXFORD HOUSE. 
I have included this article to show there was competition for Schools in Masterton in 1895 
This morning at 10 o'clock, The pupils of the Girls' College, Masterton, and several visitors 
met at Oxford House, where the annual prizes wore distributed by the Rev. A., C. Yorke. The 
principal teacher's report was read by Mr Yorke, in which Miss Shepherd stated how pleased 
she was at the great progress the girls had made, at the same time regretting the fact that 
illness had prevented the regular attendance of many of them during the year. She also 
thanked the Vicar for his addresses to the school every week, and for the special prize he 
offered for reading. The Rev. J. D. Russell also gave a special prize for scripture, Mrs F. G. 
Moore for Latin, and a Melbourne lady for general improvement. 
Mr Yorke, who judged the reading, said that most of the girls read exceptionally well, and 
mentioned specially Emma Black, Joan Bennington and Lillian Rawson. He awarded the 
prize to Marian Haywood, whose reading he praised very highly. This young lady also won 
the special Scripture prize, Mr Russell giving her high mention. Another Scripture paper was 
done so well that Mr Russell presented a second prize, the lucky winner being Alice Payton. 
Mr Yorke  gave a short address and then distributed the many handsome books (which were 



placed on a small table at one side of the room) amidst great excitement. The following is the 
list of recipients, all of whom were heartily applauded by their friends: 
1st Division : Senior,—Special prize, English (presented by Mrs Mackley, of Melbourne), 
Miss Fannin, 1st, English and composition, Miss Symthson; 2nd, Misses Robinson and 
Hayward. 1st, Latin, Miss Fannin; 2nd, Miss Smythson. 1st, English literature, Miss 
Smythson; 2nd, Misses Hayward and Robinson. 1st, French, Miss Symthson; 2nd, Miss 
Black. 1st, mathematics, Miss Fannin; 2nd, Miss Bowser. 1st, mapping. Miss Fannin. 1st, 
Church history. Miss Hayward. General improvement (prize presented by Mrs Allen, of 
Melbourne), Miss Black. 1st certificate prize, Miss Smythson; 2nd, Miss Robinson. Reading, 
special (prize presented by Rev. A. C. Yorke), Miss Hayward.  
2nd Division: Senior.—1st, English and composition, Miss A. Payton . 1st, Latin, Misses J. 
Bennington and A. Payton. 1st, English literature, Miss A. Payton. 1st, arithmetic and 
algebra, Miss J. Bennington ; 2nd, Miss Moore, 1st, French, Miss J. Bennington, Certificate 
prize, Miss A. Payton.  
3rd Division : Senior.—1st, English and composition, Miss Bennett; 2nd, Miss  Schroder and 
Miss E. Bremner. 1st English literature. Miss Bennett. French, special prize presented by Mrs 
F, G. Moore, Miss Bennett. 1st, Latin, Miss E. Bremner. 1st, arithmetic and algebra, Miss 
Sutton; 2nd, Miss Olive Jago. 1st, mapping, Miss Bennett. 1st, French examination, Miss 
Schroder, Certificate prize, Miss Olive Jago.  
1st Junior.—1st, for home lessons, Miss F. Green; 2nd, Misses Ford and K. Beard. 1st, 
arithmetic, Miss Ford;  
2nd, Miss M, Bennington. 1st, French, Miss Ford. Certificate prize, Miss F. Green. Special 
for French, examination papers, Miss W, Moore,  
3rd Junior.—1st, home lessons, Harold Fannin; 2nd, Miss Constance Beard; certificate prize, 
Harold Fannin. 1st arithmetic, Miss Pearl Cullen,  
Preparatory 1st, Miss Annie Sellar; 2nd, Miss Ada Boys. Infants.—1st, Miss Ruth Beard. 
Conduct Phizes —Miss Fannin, Miss Smythson, Miss Hayward, Scripture .—Prize presented 
by Rev J. D Russell, won by Miss Hayward. Special prize for Scripture, 1st in 2nd and 3rd 
Divisions, Miss A, Payton. 
20th December 1895 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
GOOD ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES.  
The following scholars of the Masterton School have obtained certificates for attendance 
during the year ending yesterday. Winners of 1st class certificates have not missed ft single 
attendance, and winners of  2nd class certificates not more than five half-days during the 
whole ' year 
Standard VII: 1st class—Kate Easthope. Standard VI: 1st class-Harriet Allen ; 2nd class—
James Kingdon, William Heggie, Ivan O'Connor, Alexander Keith, Fred Holloway. Standard 
V: 1st class-Hugh Ayson, Arthur Williams; 2nd class-Howard ' Jackson, Louis Downer, Rose 
Ingram, Louise Smith. 
Standard IV: 1st class—Margaret Curham, Anna Curium, Kenneth Keith; 2nd class -John 
Kingdon, Seth Nicholls, Vincent Richards. 
Standard III: 1st class-Blanche Gamier. Maude Hawke, Rupert Sutton; 2nd class—Nellie 
Cave, Virtue Ingram, Mabel Rigg, Flora Boss, Leslie Jago.  
Standard II: 1st class —Thomas Pickett; 2nd class—Robert Jones, John Pickett, 
Standard I:2nd class-Donald Boss, Wilfred Rigg. 



31st December 1895 Mr William Waite, assistant master at the Masterton School, was 
presented with a handsome volume by the children of the higher classes in the school on 
Thursday afternoon 
 

1895	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
28th January School reopened today after Xmas holidays Attendance good. Forty new 
children admitted 
Mr Darroch resumed work as second assistant. Miss H Kean absent, detained in the South 
Island  
Obtained Webster’s Dictionary for school library 
31st Miss Munro absent through illness 
1st February Miss H Keen returned and also Miss Munro 
4th Attendance increasing. Have commenced week well. The Rev. A C Yorke incumbent of 
St Matthew’s Masterton called to arrange with me for giving religious instruction in school 
after school hours. He has already obtained permission from the School Committee I have 
arranged with him for Wednesday afternoons at 3.45 
11th Week commenced with splendid attendance 528. Having heard that Bartlett’s have 
typhoid fever in the house I have requested them to obtain permission from the doctor before 
sending other children to school 
12th February At the committee meeting last night it was decided that the school excursion 
should take place on Friday next- all children to be accompanied by parents of guardians 
14th The attendance for the week, with the exception of this afternoon has been the highest on 
record except at examination time. There are over fifty absent this afternoon no doubt 
preparing for the excursion tomorrow 
18th The excursion was a great success abeut 500 children and 300 adults taking advantage of 
the cheap fares 1/6 (1 shilling and Sixpence) and 3/- (3 shillings) 
19th Examined Miss Bunting’s class yesterday and today she is not doing very satisfactory 
work in arithmetic. Grammar is also behind 
20th Examined Standard II beys. Miss McGregor’s class satisfactory work is being done 
especially in arithmetic and drawing 
22nd Miss Bunting returned to school today 
25th Commenced week with   good attendance 520. Introduced Musical Marching in to the 
school 
28th The Rev Mr Yorke gave his first lesson after school yesterday. School was dismissed as 
usual at 3.30 and his class reassembled at 3.45. Over a hundred children attended 
5th March The North Wairarapa Liberal Association at its meeting last night discussed the 
subject of “Religious Teaching in Schools” In the Stars report of the meeting occurs the 
following sentence. It was admitted that the morals of the children attending school were not 
they might be” I have drawn the attention of the chairman of the School Committee to this 
report 
8th have written to the President of the North Wairarapa Liberal Association was prepared to 
take the responsibility of the statement quoted 
Me Re Mey spent yesterday and today at school and did good work 



11th The North Wairarapa Liberal Association at its meeting last night passed the following 
resolution bearing on above matter- “That this association does not hold itself responsible for 
the opinion of any individual number nor for anything that appears in the newspaper” 
A request was made last night at the meeting of the School Committee by the Rev Mr Yorke 
for permission to give two religious instruction lessons  a week on the ground the the present 
room is rather too small. The committee resolved that Rev Yorke be informed that a larger 
room is available 
18th Attendance a little reduced today a number being away at St Patrick’s Day celebrations. 
There is the first occasion for a number of years that no holiday has been given 
On Saturday last our beys entertained a team of Featherston beys, providing an excellent 
luncheon for them in the school. These exchanges of visits are in my mind, productive of 
good, in as much as they are productive of feelings of good fellowship among the older beys 
of different schools 
19th Mr Waite reported Louis Corbett for impudent behaviour towards himself. Yesterday 
afternoon. I find the facts of the case to be there- An arithmetic exercise had been worked by 
the class. George Cullen had filled one side of his slate and part of another and had written at 
the bettom of full side “Please Turn Over” to which Cornett added “Billy” the latter being the 
nickname by which the beys designate Mr Waite among themselves. The bey made no 
attempt to prevent Mr Waite from seeing the impudent writing. When the latter noticed it he 
told the bey to remain behind at the close of the school for me to deal with the matter. To this 
the bey replied he didn’t care. He didn’t care if he got dismissed. After school I talked to the 
bey for a long time and finding that he did not realise the seriousness of his offence. I 
suspended him for a week to give him time to reflect and give me an opportunity of 
interviewing his parents 
25th The course pursued by me in Corbett’s case has had good effect. I find the bey called on 
Mr Waite and expressed regret for his misconduct. His mother has undertaken that the bey 
shall treat his teacher with proper respect, if I will reinstate him in his class. On three 
conditions and after imposing on him a heavy task as a punishment. I have allowed him to 
return to school. It is a fact much to be regretted that Mr Waite’s discipline is so weak as to 
give openings for such misconduct 
29th A half holiday was observed yesterday on account of the Athletic Sports 
The attendance for the week has been very good and satisfactory work has been done 
Have spent a good deal of time with Miss Bunting’s class this week. I find she is very slow 
and without vivacity in her teaching 
1st April Commenced to have fires laid in all rooms, cold weather having set in unusually 
early, Firewood all stacked for winter. Quantity four cords maire and two of rata for 
Kindling. Price 19/- per cord from Christensen. Quality excellent 
4th have paid attention the last few days to Miss McGregor’s work. Her class is in good 
condition in most subjects. Discipline requires strengthening a little 
The average attendance for the quarter which ended on the 31st Ult was 500 the highest for 
any quarter in the history of the school 
5th The bey Corbett has behaved in an exemplary manner since reinstatement 
9th On paying attention to Miss Munro’s work I find that there is far too much of the 
mechanical element in it. I am convinced that she is scarcely fit to do first class fifth standard 



work. Have advised her to make the development of the intelligence of the children in her 
first aimed 
11th Have examined Miss Buntings work today. Arithmetic and grammar require special 
attention. Reading and spelling fairly sound. Great lack of vivacity in the work 
17th April School reopened after Easter with rather a poor attendance. Miss Smith absent 
being detained by the floods 
19th Yesterday and Today has been very good bringing the average for three days up to 492. 
This for the broken Easter week is much better than usual. It is also gratifying to find that 
there are fewer absentees on Friday afternoon than formerly 
23rd The annual election of Committees took place in the yesterday evening. There was a very 
large attendance the infant room proving too small to hold these attending. It was understood 
that the “North Wairarapa Liberal Association” would endeavour to oust the old members of 
the Committee for granting permission to the Rev A C Yorke to give religious instruction in 
the school after school hours. The poll resulted in the return of all the old members 
nominated together with Messrs Hornblow and Pine (?)  . The whole of the candidates 
nominated by the Liberal   Association including the president and the secretary of that 
institution were defeated. 
During the evening I had a display of science apparatus which afforded much interest to the 
many parents at the meeting 
26th For some time past I have been making use of two candidates for pupil teacherships, 
Violet Boddington and Kate Easthepe in the infant room. The result has been a very material 
weakening of the discipline in the room. For this reason and also on account of other 
objections to the plan, I have made up my mind to discontinue the practice 
29th Commenced week with splendid attendance. Have spent most of the day in the infant 
room 
3rd May Obtained kindergarten materials for basketwork from M Holmes- three bexes 
containing abeut forty articles. Altheugh wet today the attendance has been over 500. Mr 
Johnson the Masterton postmaster called to see me yesterday with reference to his daughter 
for whom he desires to have a pupil teachership 
7th The discipline of the infant room is improving. I find the materials for Kindergarten 
basket making are most difficult to obtain and are also expensive. I have therefore started to 
make them myself. 
Received today the induction coil and Menthel spirit lamp ordered through Mr Wilton 
chemist. 
I find the lamp is exceedingly powerful, and it will therefore be very useful 
10th The attention for the week has been exceptionally good. It is gratifying to not the good 
attendance in the infant room I am quite sure that the introduction of basket making has a 
great deal to do with it. I am taking steps to introduce straw plaiting and basket weaving 
15th Mr A D Riley spent the afternoon in inspecting the drawing in the infant room and 
standard 1 and 2 classes 
16th Mr Riley inspected drawing and remaining standard 
17th  On visiting Mr Waite’s room I found of three of the girls in the class engaged in a game 
of marbles on the floor between blocks of desks Mr Waite was going on with his work quite 
unconscious of the matter 



20th Bishop Wallis visited the school. He witnessed infants at work and saw most of the other 
classes 
22nd Have had trees planted today replacing the dead ones of last year’s planting. Have also 
had the broom seedlings in the front grounds grubbed up 
23rd Four loads of gravel were delivered at the school today. Three of the loads were very 
unsatisfactory consisting of large beulders. Altheugh I particularly requested the committee to 
obtain nothing but fine material 
29th Mr Darroch absent on account of a serious accident his father has met with. Have 
examined his class today. Oral work a little weak, other work is satisfactory 
31st Mr T R Fleming inspector paid a visit of inspection today. The average attendance for the 
month has been very good indeed. Capital progress has been made with the weak 
7th June Received Mr Fleming’s Inspection Report 

Classes Teacher Present Roll 
 Mr W H Jackson   

Standard VII and VI Mr Waite 53 59 
Standard V (Boys) Mr Darroch 34 41 
Standard V( Girls) Miss Munro 30 38 
Standard IV (Boys) Miss McGregor 40 48 
Standard IV (Girls) Miss Bunting 47 51 

Standard III  Mr Bunting   
 Mr Johnston 73 84 

Standard II  Miss Sage 62 71 
Standard 1 Miss Smith 56 64 

Primer II and Miss A Kean   
Primer I Miss H Kean 130 154 

      
  525 610 

 
II Satisfactory, III Suitable, IV Very Good.  
This school is conducted in an excellent manner by Mr Jackson 
V Very Good 
10th June The Wairarapa Teacher’s conversa zone was held in the school on Friday evening 
last and was a great success. A fine collection of scientific apparatus formed a special feature, 
most of it having been kindly lent by Mr G W Wilton, importing chemist, Wellington 
13th Received het following goods from England today indented by Mr Wilton 
Extra air pump table 
Syphon gauge for ditto 
Bell jar receiver for ditto 
Eudiometer 
Apparatus for testing soils 
Goldbeater’s skin balloons  
14th The school was visited today by Mr J Young, member of Education Board  
15th Have had to pay a good deal of attention this week to the IV standard beys class in order 
to improve the discipline. Miss McGregor seems unable to maintain a good standard of 



discipline in the class. Altheugh in all other respects she is an excellent fourth standard 
teacher 
18th Mr De May spent yesterday and today at the school 
19th I received a complaint today from a parent with regard to punishment inflicted by Miss 
Sage, As I have had to reprimand her several times for the same kind of punishment- I now 
enter this record against her. I have given her clearly to understand that any future case will 
be reported to the Board. The punishment complained of consists of blows inflicted with the 
sharp edge of a ruler on the backs of the fingers 
Examined infant room today. There are now over 150 children in the room. Good work is 
being done. Have reorganised the classes, and started new kindergarten work 
20th June Examined Standard II Arithmetic Good. Spelling satisfactory. Reading needs 
attention. Writing Bad, Have directed Miss Sage to give pen drill regularly. Discipline weak. 
Miss Sage does not develop as a teacher 
21st Examined Standard IV Boys. Reading satisfactory, Writing poor, some careless and bad. 
Spelling good, Arithmetic Not satisfactory. The sound teaching given in the subjects should 
produce better results Miss McGregor works earnestly but is weak in discipline 
25th have issued an instruction today to teachers requesting them to take charge of their 
several classes in the playground, immediately the bell for assembly has been rung. Hitherto 
there has often been avoidable waste of time 
15th July School reopened today with a good attendance. The attendance for the last quarter 
altheugh a winter quarter was the highest yet recorded for any quarter in the history of the 
school 
19th Wet and very cold. Attendance reduced by 130. Have spent a large amount of time this 
week in directing the work in the different classes. I find there is too little foundation work 
done in the matter of arithmetic, especially is this the case in Miss Munro’s class. Too much 
is taken for granted and consequently the children break down in the tests given by me 
22nd Examined Standard IV girls. Reading satisfactory but lacking in character. Writing poor. 
Spelling Sound, Composition needs special attention. The sentences are not well constructed 
and he composition in many cases is a mere list of. Miss Bunting is doing satisfactory work 
but there is not enough character in it. 
26th Examined Mr Bunting’s class. Standard III and am pleased with the results, especially in 
arithmetic and spelling. Mr Bunting is certainly doing much better work than formerly 
30th July Used the new apparatus for illustrating evaporation and condensation for the first 
time today. It worked admirably, and is a most useful addition to the school appliances 
1st August Miss McGregor absent today on leave on account of the marriage of her brother 
5th Applied for the following number of drawing papers. Freehand- 80, Model 15. Scale 50, 
Geometrical 100 
9th August Examined Standard VI And VII. The results were not quite as disappointing as 
usually the case on examining this class. The reading is passable but entirely characterless 
and unintelligent. Spelling good. Arithmetic poor. Papers untidy and show carelessness. The 
paraphrasing of the seventh standard is senseless 
12th Mr Darroch absent through illness 
13th Mr Darroch absent also Mr Bunting through illness 
14th Mr Darroch and Mr Bunting absent 
15th Mr Darroch absent. Mr Lee paid a visit 



16th Have spent nearly the whole week with Mr Darroch’s class 
19th There appears to be an increasing amount of sickness amongst the children 
25th The average attendance has gone down considerably this week, colds and chicken pox 
being prevalent 
Received Mr Lee’s inspection report 
“August 14th 1895” 
I spent half the ay in the Masterton School with the object of taking the upper classes in 
decimal arithmetic in order to show how much may be done by treating the subject 
metrically. I also inspected the new apparatus for scientific experiment which Mr Jackson has 
lately obtained and I also looked round several of the classes. The school was in satisfactory 
working order and I was much pleased with the selection of apparatus 
30th The annual football match Wellington Schools versus Wairarapa Schools takes place 
tomorrow at Wellington 
2nd September In spite of every effort to secure an improved attendance, there were 120 
absent today to commence the week 
3rd Have made all arrangements for the drawing examination tomorrow 
6th The drawing examination was held on Wednesday supervised by Messrs Feist, Hornblow, 
Rive and Hogg members of the School Committee 
The regulations issued by Mr Riley prohibited any assistant teacher from remaining in the 
room during the examination. At the same time, this year, for the first time, no provision has 
been made for securing fairness of examination on the part of the examiner, the candidates 
having to place their name and the name of the school on the examination paper 
9th Received a letter from Mr J Bennington reporting the misconduct of three beys on their 
way home. Mr Waite was absent toady on account of his beys ‘death 
The funeral of William Waite, who was drowned in the Ruamahunga river took place at 
Masterton yesterday afternoon, the Rev. A. C. Yorke conducting the service. Besides many 
friends, the scholars and teachers of the Masterton School attended, and an exceedingly large 
number of floral tributes were placed on the coffin and in the grave by sympathisers with the 
bereaved parents.  

1895/4547 Waite Frederick William 18Y 
 
16th I have received today a letter from Miss McGregor requesting me to give her a written 
statement regarding the presence at or absence from school on the afternoon of Thursday 5th 
inst.- of a bey named William Keisenberg As this information is sought in order to use in the 
assault case McGuire V Keisenberg I have declined to supply it. 
School closed today on account of W Waite’s funeral 
20th Most of my time this week as been spent in directing attention to weak subjects. A good 
deal of progress has been made. 
23rd Examined Standard V Girls class. The work is now shaping on good lines. But Miss 
Munro’s teaching is rather disappointing. The best features in her work are the reading, and 
neatness in the papers 
27th Spent part of the ay with Standard VII and VI in order to show how to deal with the 
paraphrasing. The class has shown me such bad work in the subject that I am forced to 
conclude that the subject has not been properly handled 



8th October Mr Fleming commenced annual examination yesterday morning taking Standard 
3 in the morning and Standard 6 in het afternoon. Mr Lee commenced with class subjects in 
the morning 
10th Mr Fleming concluded his part of the examination this afternoon 
11th Mr Lee finished class work of Standard 6 this Friday morning. He remarked on the 
poorness of the answering in viva Voca work 
On the whole the examination has passed off very satisfactorily. Actual percentage of passes 
91. 
The arithmetic cards still show great unevenness, theugh not to such an extent as last year 
The methed adopted this year in examining the geography is a very good one, Facility in 
application and fairness are its strong points 
14th October Reorganised the school today 
Mr Darroch Standard VII 
Mr Waite Standard VI 
Mr Bunting Standard V (Boys) 
Miss McGregor Standard V (Girls) 
Miss Munro Standard IV Boys’ 
Miss Bunting Standard IV Girls 
Mr Johnstone Standard III 
Miss Smith Standard II 
Miss Sage Standard 1’ 
Miss Kean PII 
Miss H Kean P1 
16th The scholarship examination took place yesterday and today supervised by Mr Fleming 
School carries on as usual 
21st The examination holiday was taken on Friday Last 
24th The classes are settling down to the new work. Miss Smith Syd II and Mr Johnston 
Standard II have already obtained a firm grip on their classes altheugh large in each case 
25th A Half holiday was observed yesterday on account of the annual sports. Attendance 
much reduced today on account of rain 
28th Many of the children are still without the new beoks for the year. Parents appear to 
experience a little more slowly this year in supplying them 
4th November The usual holiday on account of the Agricultural show at Cn was observed on 
Friday last 
6th The weather today has been very bad indeed only 296 children being present this morning. 
This is the lowest attendance for a very long time.  
Examination report Examined 7th. 8th, 9th 10th, 11th 

Standard 
Class presented Present Passed 

X 15   
S 6 30 30 24 
S5 73 73 66 
S4 88 85 75 
S3 72 71 62 
S2 71 70 66 



S1 75 75 75 
Primers 161   

    
Total 585 404 368 

    
Last year we made the recommendation that the first assistant master (Mr Waite) should be 
given charge of a country school. Time has strengthened us in renewing the recommendation 
for the Standard 6 and 7 work is no means as strong as might be expected from  the excellent 
material available in this large and important school. It appears imperatively desirable in the 
true interests of education that a teacher should be in charge of Standard 6 & 7 who possesses 
more effective skill in viva voca class work and in personal influence more in true 
sympathetic touch with his pupils. The remaining classes of the school are all doing more or 
less effective work and the headmaster displays considerable energy and ability in the general 
administration. 
Robert Lee.  T R Fleming 
12 Candidates passed Standard 7 
12th November Prince of Wales birthday holiday observed yesterday 
15th Attendance for week lower than usual I find this generally the case after a Monday 
holiday 
20th Mr Waite is doing much more effective work. There is a greater degree of attention 
observable 
22nd Friday afternoon attendance much decreased 
25th Spoke to all classes with reference to Friday afternoon absences 
A storm came in just before Noon and as it appeared likely to continue I decided to keep the 
children   in school for an hour or so and then dismiss for the day. At 12.15 however a 
considerable abatement took place and I dismissed. I was sorry afterwards that I had done so 
for the storm came on again with renewed violence and very many of the children got 
drenched before reaching home 
29th The attendance has not picked up the whole week in spite of good weather. I have 
concluded that it will be judicious to follow the plan decided upon on Monday any future 
occasions of that kind 
6th December Mr Yorke’s class for religious instruction is decreasing very fast 
10th December Miss Munro, Miss McGregor, Miss Kean and Mr Johnston were absent 
yesterday and will be absent for the remainder of the year. They are attending the 
matriculation examination. I intimated to the Board that I would manage to do without their 
services for the fortnight 
At the meeting of the School Committee last night permission was unanimously given to me 
to carry out the plan mentioned in my entry of the 25th 
The committee also acceded to my request regarding the asphalting of apportion of the 
playground and agreed to spend £10 on the work 
Arrangements in connection with the school excursion wee left in the hands of the chairman 
and myself. We decided to have it on the 19th the day of the breaking up 
11th Mr P A Rive waited on me today with reference to the school excursion. He said he 
represented several tradesmen who desired to see the excursion postponed on account of the 
nearness of Christmas and the probable injury to the local trade 



12th Mr R T Holms called on me on behalf of himself and other tradesmen regarding the 
excursion 
13th Mr C E Daniell and Mr J Graham came to urge the postponement of the school 
excursion. Under these circumstances Mr Feist and I have decided not to have the excursion 
till after the holidays 
16th I took the 3rd standard all last week and gave them a therough examination. Good work is 
being done in the class by Mr Johnston altheugh the numbers are very large indeed 
19th Have taken the two 5th Standard classes this week. The work of the girls is in a very 
satisfactory state. That of the beys is not as good. Great attention is required in both classes in 
writing. School closed today for the Xmas holidays. The work of the last fortnight has been 
very trying indeed, owing to the absence of the four teachers away at the matriculation 
examination 
The Pupil Teachers’ examination takes place tomorrow (Friday) and Saturday and will be 
supervised by Mr Fleming 

1896 
1896 498 Masterton Jackson William H Headmaster £345 $62,166 
1896 498 Masterton Waite William  Assistant Master £230 $41,444 
1896 498 Masterton Darroch Robert  Assistant Master £150 $27,029 
1896 498 Masterton Bunting Nelson Assistant Master £100 $18,019 
1896 498 Masterton Munro Isabella Assistant Female £90 $16,217 
1896 498 Masterton McGregor Lois Assistant Female £80 $14,415 
1896 498 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,811 
1896 498 Masterton Kean Annie Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,010 
1896 498 Masterton Johnston William Male Pupil Teacher £47 $8,478 
1896 498 Masterton Kean Helen Female Pupil Teacher £39 $7,027 
1896 498 Masterton Smith Margaret Female Pupil Teacher £39 $7,027 
1896 498 Masterton Arnold Nellie Female Pupil Teacher £30 $5,410 
1896 498 Masterton Bennett John W Male Pupil Teacher £25 $4,505 

1896 80 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura Head Female £125 $22,524 

1896 80 
Masterton 
Infants Johnston Eleanor M 

Female Pupil Teacher £32 $5,766 

1896 80 
Masterton 
Infants Easthope Catherine 

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,604 
21st January 1896 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening to nominate two candidates for seats on the Wellington Education Board. Present:—
Messrs B. Feist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, W, M. Easthope, W. Pragnell, P. A. Rive, R. E. 
Hornblow, and W. Morris. The Secretary read a circular from the Board stating that the 
Committee was enabled to nominate two candidates, the vacancies being three caused by the 
retirement of Messrs W. C. Buchanan, P. H. Fraser and W. W. McCardle all being eligible 
and willing to stand again. A circular was read from Mr J. Robertson asking nomination and 
support. Mr Pragnell moved that the Committee nominate Messrs McCardle and Buchanan. 
Mr Feist seconded the motion. Referring to Mr Robertson's circular, Mr Easthope said it 



puzzled him to know why there was such a difference in the working of Committees tinder 
different Education Boards. In Otago the School Committees had much more power than the 
Wellington School Committees.  
It was a fact, as Mr Robertson had stated, that the functions of the Committees had been 
gradually absorbed by the Board, The Chairman said that he was recently talking to an ex-
resident of Christchurch, who informed him that down there the Committees had much larger 
powers. They fixed the terms of holidays ; appointed teachers and paid them. This was quite 
opposite to the way matters were worked under the Wellington Board. . As matters now 
stood, if the Board sent up the name of a teacher for approval, and the Committee did not 
approve, they had to put up with. it. The only reason he could see was that they had not stood 
out for their rights.  
Mr Daniell said he had every respect for the Education Board, but he thought they wanted 
stirring up a little, and the proceedings made more public. He thought Mr Robertson might 
prove an acquisition, and therefore moved that Messrs Buchanan and Robertson be 
nominated. Mr, Morris seconded the motion. He thought Mr Robertson would be a good man, 
Mr Easthope said he would like to see their Chairman stand.  
Mr Hornblow thought Mr Robertson might be a very good man, but there was already too 
much City representation on the Board, He would like to see the Chairman come forward. 
The Chairman thanked members for their expression of opinion but said that he had decided 
not to come forward, because he did not wish to oust members who had done faithful service. 
He thought the Masterton Committee had been well treated by the Board but that the 
Committee's general powers were not sufficient,  
Mr Easthope thought they made a mistake, They were asked to nominate, not to elect. Mr 
Daniell said he only nominated Mr Robertson to get fresh blood into the contest and not out 
of any disregard or wish to throw cold water on their representative, Mr McCardle.  
Mr Easthope said Mr McCardle was sure to be nominated in the Bush. 
A vote was then taken, Messrs Rive, Daniell, Easthope and Morris voting for Messrs 
Buchanan and Robertson and Messrs Feist, Hornblow and Pragnell against. 
8th February 1896 Mr R, Parker is conducting the  usual teachers' monthly singing class, at 
the Masterton School this afternoon. 
11th February 1896 The Masterton Infants School opened with twenty-one new scholars after 
the late holidays. 
Forty-eight now scholars have been admitted to tin Masterton Main School since the 
holidays. 
A half-holiday is to be observed at the Masterton Schools to-morrow on account of the  
Show. 
11th February 1896 MONTHLY MEETING. The usual monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present Messrs C. E. Daniell (in the chair), W. M. 
Easthope, R. E, Hornblow, P. A. Rive, W. Pragnell, T. Wagg, and W. Morris, 
MINUTES. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £28 8s 3d. 
EDUCATION BOARD. A letter was received from Mr W. C. Buchanan thanking the 
Committee for continued confidence and asking support. 
Messrs F. H. Fraser, Dr Chappie, and Job Vile, wrote asking the Committee's support, 



The Education Board wrote sending a list of the nominations for the seats on the Education 
Board. 
Mr Easthope moved that the Committee vote for Messrs Buchanan McArdle and Robertson. 
Mr Morris seconded the motion. Mr Hornblow moved that the Committee vote for Messrs 
Buchanan McCardle, and J. Vile. 
Mr Pragnell seconded. It was, he heard on good authority, a fight between town and country. 
A vote being taken, a' majority decided in favour of Messrs Buchanan McCardle and Vile. 
MAIN SCHOOL. The Head Teacher reported 620 on the roll with an average attendance of 
511, being a percentage of 82.  
The report also suggested that the excursion be held during the visit of squadron to 
Wellington. On the motion of the Chairman Messrs Feist, Wagg, Pragnell, and Hornblow, 
were appointed to confer with Mr Jackson and arrange the date for the proposed School 
excursion,  
INFANTS' SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported that the school re-opened on the 27th January 
seven children being transferred and 21 admitted, making the total on the roll 102 with an 
average attendance of 84. The Kindergarten material ordered has arrived and the teacher 
suggests that parents willing be allowed to purchase the articles made by the children, as 
recommended by Inspector Lee. The matter was left in Miss Keeling's hands. 
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment:—Z. M. Hoar, £3 5s; W, 
Pragnell, £1 19s 1d: R, T. Holmes, £3 15s 8d; A. Falls, 9s 6d; J. Watt, 9s; asphalting, £11  
10s 9d, Mr Easthope was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned. 
13th February 1896 It has been decided that the  annual Masterton School excursion to 
Wellington shall be held on some day during the stay of the squadron. 
13th February 1896 The Masterton School Committee have decided to vote for Messrs Vile, 
McCardle and Buchanan as representatives on the Education Board. There are now 700 
children on the rolls of the Masterton schools, an increase of 60 since they were re-opened 
after the Christmas holidays 
18th February 1896 A paddock opposite the Masterton School was discovered to be. on fire 
yesterday afternoon. Mr W.-H. Jackson with assistance of the boys, succeeded in putting out 
the fire before much damage was done 
26th February 1896 HUTT SCHOOL EXCURSION. 
The children attending the Lower Hutt Taita, Belmont and Haywards Schools went on an 
excursion to Masterton yesterday by the ordinary train. Messrs Williamson and Price, and 
Miss Meagher, teachers, accompanied the Taita contingent, the committee being represented 
by Messrs Daysh, D. Buck, E. Miller and Depth. Messrs   Barry,  Burns and Miss Meagher, 
of the Lower Hutt Schools, were in charge, and among the  members of the committee 
present wore Messrs Caverhill, Gough and Hooper. There were close upon 500 excursionists 
altogether. At Masterton (our correspondent writes) the excursionists visited the Oval, fish 
ponds, and other places of interest during their stay. They returned homo by the afternoon 
train. 
26th February 1896 A TEST FROM WELLINGTON. 
THE MASTERTON SCHOOL EXCURSION. 
(By telegraph.—Om Correspondent), Wellington, Wednesday The Australian squadron will 
arrive in the Wellington harbour next week, and the Admiral will afford facilities for the 
Masterton school excursionists to visit the ships on Thursday, March 5th. 



28th February 1896 Arrangements have been made for the Masterton School Excursion to 
Wellington, to take place on Thursday next, March 5th. Tickets may be obtained from the 
Secretary (Mr W. Sellar) on Monday next. 
28th February 1896 THE MASTERTON SCHOOL EXCURSION. 
(By Telegraph—Our Correspondent.) Wellington, Friday. 
Mr A. W. Hogg interviewed Mr Ronayne, the General Manager of Railways, and Mr Donne, 
the Traffic Manager, yesterday, in reference to the school excursion on Thursday next, 
Thirteen carriages, capable of conveying seven hundred excursionists, will be available and a 
supply of tickets for that number will be forwarded to Mr Sellar  to-morrow. 
The Admiral of the Squadron will enable  the excursionists to visit, the ships. It is probable 
that the Premier, Minister of Lands and party will join the excursion at Masterton and 
accompany it to Wellington. 
2nd March 1896 Mr W. Sellar, Secretary to the Masterton School Committee, has received the 
tickets for the railway excursion next Thursday. 
Mr R Darroch of the Masterton School teaching staff, is, we regret to learn, laid up with an 
attack of pleurisy 
4th March 1896 THE MASTERTON SCHOOL EXCURSION. 
[to the editor.] 
The name of the school excursion is surely a misnomer, When people who have no children 
attending prevent children and their parents from taking advantage of these trips, specially 
provided for them, it is time to inquire who is responsible for the mismanagement. 
Circumstances surrounding the sale of tickets for the coming excursion point to the fact that 
some dealing in tickets has been resorted to by adults. Can Mr Hogg arrange for another 
chance for the disappointed ones I am, etc., • 
Out in the Cold, 
[The fact of the matter is that the carrying capacity of one train (about 700) is quite 
insufficient for Masterton's requirements, On the occasion of last school excursion quite a 
number of people were unable to obtain tickets,—-Ed. W.D.T.] 
6th  March 1896 THE CHARGE OF THE EIGHT HUNDRED 
Hours before the appointed time of starting people flocked to the railway station yesterday 
morning, to secure comfortable seats on the excursion trip to Wellington, At twenty minutes 
to six three more carriages had to be put on, and five minutes " later the train started with 
nearly a thousand on board—people of all sorts and conditions, from old ladies three score 
years and ten, to tiny infants of 11 few weeks. At Kurapuni a few more squeezed themselves 
in, 
One of the prettiest sights we have ever seen was the long train with its three engines winding 
in and out on the Rimutaka track, the children waving handkerchiefs out of the windows to 
their friends in other carriages. At the Summit there was a delay of some minutes for stoking 
and at Kaitoke for refreshments. At the sight of the sea the children's excitement  knew no 
bounds. 
We arrived at the Wellington Station, where the different families dispersed, some going to 
visit friends, some to the museum and other places of interest, and some to the shops, and 
judging from the parcels we noticed on the home train, the majority must have patronised the 
latter. G. Bodley's, Lambton-quay, and the Trocadero, were the favorite luncheon places, and 
at each establishment an exceptionally good meal was provided at a very moderate cost. 



At 2 o'clock a crowd assembled on the wharf, where the " Duco" was waiting to convey the 
excursionist to the warship "Orlando." fares were rather high; however, the "Duco" was well-
filled each trip and the "Orlando" crowded with wondering and admiring Mastertonians  to 
whom the officers were very kind in showing and explaining the guns, etc. Wo heard one of 
the local boys remark, "It is grand, and aren't the sailors grand chaps, and aren't the big guns 
and torpedos grand, and the conning-tower, isn't that grand." " Grand " was evidently the only 
expressive word the child could think of, and certainly it was a most appropriate one for 
everything on board this large man-of-war. In crossing we heard remarks of "Wonder if I'll be 
sick," and " I know I'll be sea-sick," etc, However there were only two seasick passengers and 
neither of these children. 
After thoroughly exploring the "Orlando" we all crossed back again to the wharf, where 
many at once made for the To Aro station, in the hope of securing a good seat As the train 
only arrived there at five o'clock there was a great deal of precious time wasted at the station. 
A rush at Te Aro and a scramble at the Wellington station and we were all once more safely 
on the homeward road. The time seemed long and dreary, and some of the children were 
asleep long before we reached Masterton, others, of more spirit, sung at the top of their 
voices the popular ditties of the day. However, all were glad when Masterton was reached, 
where there was quite a crowd assembled. Cabs were in great demand, though, of course, 
nearly all had to walk. 
A word of thanks is due to Mr Jackson, the headmaster of the Public School, for the efficient 
way he carried out his duties, supplying milk to the thirsty children, and in many ways 
making things pleasant by his cheerful, kindly manner. We hope the children attending the 
school will give him cheers " he deserves to-day. Mr A. W, Hogg also went down with the 
excursionists and there were also on board some members of the Premier's party, who looked 
very fagged and sleepy, The arrangements generally were excellent, and the railway staff did 
all in their power to make  the trip comfortable and enjoyable, 
7th March 1896 The Secretary of the Masterton School Committee (Mr W. Sellar) who very 
kindly devoted a great deal of time to matters connected with the late railway excursion, and 
who also undertook the by no means light task of selling tickets and generally assisting in 
looking after the youngsters during the trip, informs us that the total amount received by the 
Railway Department for fares by the special train was £93 19s 2d. The total number of 
passengers carried was 742 as against 710 on the occasion of last year's excursion  
Some very attractive children were included in the Masterton School excursion the other day, 
and the jolly Jack Tars on board H.M.S. Orlando were evidently of this opinion, as they were 
exceedingly attentive to the girls and boys who visited their ship. At the invitation of certain 
Masterton residents several members of the crew have paid a return visit to our town and 
have been hospitably entertained. 
10th March 1896 "THAT PUNCH AND JUDY SHOW." At last night's meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee the following letter was read Lyttleton Times Office, 
CHRISTCHURCH  
The Chairman, Masterton School Committee, 
Sir, —' The Bishop of Wellington stated in an address delivered here on Tuesday, that he 
knew of a School Committee that had refused to grant the use of its schoolroom for the 
purpose of imparting religious instruction, but had subsequently given the use of the building, 
during school hours, to the proprietors of a Punch and Judy Show, I have just learned from 



His Lordship that he made tills statement  on the authority of Mr Robert Wood, Presbyterian 
Minister, who referred to the Masterton Committee and to au occurrence of five years ago. I 
should be very much obliged if you would supply mc with full particulars.—l am, etc., 
S. Saunders, Editor, 
The Chairman said the letter was correct. The committee might reply that they had never 
refused permission for religious instruction to be imparted after school hours.  
Mr Easthope said he thought the statements in the letter absolutely incorrect. The School 
Committee bad never refused to allow religious instruction to be imparted in their school. He 
had no recollection of the Punch and Judy Show. Ho would move that the Editor be written to 
telling him that the Bishop bad been misinformed. 
Mr Beard said that he had  rather a weakness for a Punch and Judy Show as a very old 
institution, He saw no objection at all to Punch and Judy Shows being held after school hours, 
The statement was, however, incorrect as the Punch and Judy Show was held not in school 
hours but after school hours.  
Mr Feist said he wished to put himself right in stating that the letter was correct, He meant 
that the School Committee had refused to give the use of the schoolroom during school hours 
for religious instruction. 
Mr Easthope said he could not agree even with this. The Committee, throwing the onus on 
the Board, had simply said we cannot  grant permission to give religious instruction in school 
hours, but give full permission for such instruction to ho given afterwards. 
In reply to Mr Hornblow, Mr Jackson said that Mr Yorke gave instruction at present on 
Wednesday afternoons,  
Mr Hornblow said out of 620 children something like 2O stayed to receive it. What was the 
object of the present enquiry?  
The Chairman said he supposed the Editor who had written intended commenting on the 
matter.  
Finally after some further remarks by members, it was resolved that the Secretary write to Mr 
Saunders explaining the whole circumstances of the request made to impart religious 
instruction to the scholars attending the Masterton school; the resolutions passed and the 
action taken and also that the Bishop had been misinformed.  
Mr Beard said there was a suggestion in the letter that the school had been used for a Punch 
and Judy Show during school hours. This required replying to.  
Mr Easthope said this was absolutely untrue. He would move that a reply be sent to this 
effect.  
On the suggestion of Mr Beard it was decided to add that the Committee might have allowed 
a Punch and Judy Show to use the school after hours and would he glad to do the same again; 
also that a letter be sent to the Bishop of Wellington enclosing a copy of the reply sent to the 
Editor of the Lyttleton Times. 
10th March 1896 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
last evening. Present: Messrs E Feist, W. G. Beard, W. M. Easthope, H, E, Hornblow, W. 
Morris, C. E Daniell and P A, Rive, J 
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER’S REPORT The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £5 7s 3d. 
UKI'OISTS. The Head Teacher reported an average attendance for the month of 518, with 



620 scholars on the roll. The attendance for the month had been good, and in consequence 
satisfactory progress had been made.  
Miss Keeling reported 110 children on the roll at the Infant School, with an average 
attendance of 80.  
Mr Feist was appointed visiting member. Messrs, Feist, Rive and the Secretary were 
appointed to draw up the annual report. Other matters, as reported elsewhere, were dealt with, 
and the meeting closed. 
10th March 1896 THE LATE SCHOOL EXCURSION. 
SOME TALK ABOUT IT 
At last night's meeting o£ the Masterton School Committee a portion of the Head Teacher's 
report, referring to the late School excursion was read as follows:—' 
" In connection with the late excursion, I am pleased to be able to state that the behaviour of 
the school children was all that could be desired. Not a single case of misconduct, on the part 
of any child, came under my notice the whole day, It is also greatly to the credit of the 
children that nearly the whole of the excursionists presented themselves at school next day; 
and this, too, in the cases of children living several miles away from the school. The visit to 
the warships proved an unalloyed pleasure to the children, and I feel bound to express my 
gratitude to the crew of the Orlando for their acts of kindness to the little ones. I have also to 
thank Mr A. W, Hogg, M.H.R., for kindly ascertaining the date on which we could visit the 
vessels." \ 
The Chairman said he could thoroughly endorse the remarks of Mr Jackson regarding the 
excursion. 
 Mr Easthope said there was one point in connection with the excursion, and that was that the 
railway authorities must have had to exercise great care and much extra responsibility fell to 
their lot in transporting such a number of passengers safely to and fro. It would only be ' an 
act of grace of their part to pass a vote of thanks to the officials for the care taken on the day 
of the excursion, It was quite the custom to call out loudly if anything went wrong and when 
things went right it was taken as a matter of course. Ho would move that the Committee 
records its entire satisfaction with the care and attention shown by the Railway officials, and 
that a copy of the resolution be forwarded to General Manager.  
Mr Feist seconded the resolution, heartily endorsing Mr Easthope's' remarks. 
Messrs  Daniell, Morris and Hornblow spoke in favour of the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously,  
Mr Hornblow moved that a special vote of thanks be accorded Mr W. Sellar and Mr Jackson, 
their Head Master, for the great interest taken by them in the excursion. 
Mr Easthope seconded, speaking warmly of the services rendered by both gentlemen on  the 
occasion. 
The motion was carried.  
Mr Morris-said he had heard complaints that Mr Coubourne [Stationmaster] had been selling 
tickets indiscriminately, The Secretary explained that this could not be so as all the tickets 
had been handed to him in a sealed packet.  
The Chairman said it was evident that Mr Morris had been misinformed.  
Mr Morris maintained he was correct; several people had told him so 
Mr Hornblow said it was a serious charge to make against Mr Coubourne and was, he knew, 
incorrect, It was scandalous to spread such a report. Ho had personally heard Mr Coubourne 



asked for tickets and Mr Coubourne had referred the persons asking to the Secretary, telling 
them he had no tickets for the excursion or any power to sell them.  
Mr Sellar said that-Mr Coubourne had been applied to by Mr Hogg for a ticket for his wife 
and had even told the member for the District that he could not treat him differently to any 
other person, and unless he (Mr Hogg) could obtain a ticket from the Secretary, Mrs Hogg 
could not go. Mr Coubourne had informed a great number of people that they must get tickets 
from him (Mr Sellar) otherwise they would be obliged to pay the ordinary fare and travel by 
the later train. The charge made by Mr Morris was utterly untrue. 
Mr Morris said he did not wish to attack Mr Coubourne but thought it his duly to bring the 
matter up. People had complained to him that tickets had been sold by the stationmaster to 
anybody. 
The Chairman asked Mr Morris if he had any special person's complaint to lay before them. 
Mr Morris said he was not prepared to mention names. He thought, however, he was doing 
his duty to bring the matter forward. 
Mr Hornblow asked Mr Sellar if he had sold more than one ticket to one man. Stories were 
flying about to the effect that people got as many tickets as they wanted  and re-sold them at 
as much as 10s each. It was said that ono person got ten tickets. 
Mr Sellar said the utterly untrue. Ho had sold the ticket to each individual applying, In one 
case be had been asked for three adult tickets and two children's tickets, and as the proportion 
was not a fair one, he had declined to sell any to this person.  
Mr Easthope  said the Secretary had had quite trouble enough without such scandals being 
circulated.  
Mr Daniell  said in one way it was a pity such a discussion had cropped up, but at the same 
time it was perhaps as well to settle these stories which were lying about. 
The Chairman said the real trouble was that a number of people were disappointed. He 
thought if they could arrange two trains for a future excursion it would be better. 
The Secretary said that although 900 tickets had been sent to him, he was instructed two days 
afterwards to sell only 700. This was how some trouble had arisen. The supply was not equal 
to the demand, and although he had taken a lot of and done his best, he had been unable to 
satisfy everyone.  
Mr Jackson said that not knowing the supply was limited, he had unfortunately promised to 
get tickets for a number of parents and had unfortunately been obliged to disappoint them, 
The matter was then allowed to drop, it having been made quite clear that no possible fault 
could be found with Mr Sellar or Mr Coubourne in the matter of disposing of tickets 
10th March 1896 Masterton, This Day. Bishop Wallis recently stated in an address at 
Christchurch that the committee of a certain public  school had refused to allow religious 
instruction to be given and had subsequently permitted a Punch and Judy show to be held in 
school hours. The Editor of the Lyttelton Times ascertained from the Bishop that the 
Masterton school was the one referred to, and that the Rev. Robert Wood was the authority 
for the statement. He consequently wrote to the Masterton. School Committee to learn if the 
statement was it true. The Committee last night gave the assertion an emphatic denial, 
pointing out that religions instruction was now given in the school, and a Punch and Judy 
show had never been permitted in school hours. 
 
12th March 1896 TOLD ON LAMBTON-QUAY. 



[By  The Ancient Mariner. 
" And thus spake on that ancient man, The bright-eyed mariner  '' —Coleridge. Wellington 
Tuesday.  
A RISKY JUMP. I 
f the excursionists of Thursday last enjoyed themselves in the City, so also did the City folk 
find pleasure in noting the rapture of the children at such sights as this dirt bound City can 
offer. The school excursions seem quite popular throughout the Colony, while in Wellington 
full advantage is taken of the cheap railway jaunt. So far those excursions have been 
unattended by accident, but I fancy the record will be broken soon, unless special care is 
taken with the youngsters, more particularly the boys in their teens, An incident in connection 
with the Masterton school excursion to this City, and of which I was an eye-witness, if 
repeated may lead to another job for the undertaker. I happened to be in the vicinity of the 
boat-harbour, just opposite Messrs W. and G. Turnbull's warehouse, when the excursion train 
was running from the Wellington Station to Te Aro, and as the first carriage with its living 
freight passed me I was staggered to see a fifteen-year-old boy, with an overcoat or 
mackintosh on his arm, and hatless, jump off the train on the water side, and escape 
destruction. At the spot where this daring youngster alighted  there is scarcely five feet 
between the rails and the breastwork, just such a spot that a suicide would choose to 
accomplish his ends, and how the lad escaped being mangled I am at a loss to explain. He 
was not a little surprised at his safety, and I fancy a lost hat will not again tempt him into 
jumping off the train when in motion. This is one of the dangers of school excursions by 
railway.  
ASHORE AND AFLOAT. We all love Jack when he is afloat, for when on board, the sailors 
of our navy are gallant fellows, but ashore the lustre wears off, and Jack presents himself in 
his most hideous character. The squadron has gone, but the remembrance of Jack Tar will 
long, remain. The average British sailor is a first-class tank, and the Australian squadron can 
supply some rare specimens of the boozer class. The pity of it is that most of them are lads, 
and to see them rolling about our streets at all hours of the night, full up to the neck with 
poisonous liquor, 'makes ono sick, ……. 
14th March 1896 We are pleased to notice that Mr Darroch, of the Masterton School teaching 
staff has quite recovered from his recent attack of pleurisy. 
19th March 1896 The children of the Thorndon School, together with their parents and 
friends, in all about 700, went on an excursion to Masterton on Thursday, reaching there 
shortly before afternoon. The weather at Masterton was unfortunately not favourable, and the 
enjoyment of the visitors was consequently minimised. The local School Committed 
(suggests our correspondent) might easily have procured the Drill Hall, and converted that 
into a place for amusement, but they did not do so, and the children were allowed to tremble 
with the cold in the street. 
About 700 children of the Te Aro School, together with many adult relatives and friends, 
went on an excursion to Masterton on Friday. The trip was in every respect more enjoyable 
than that made by the Thorndon children on Thursday. The weather was delightfully fine, and 
everything looked at its best. A very pleasant picnic was hold in the Park, and a cricket match 
was played between teams representing the visitors and the Masterton School. Most of the 
places of interest about the  town were visited. The train left on the return journey shortly 
before 5 o’clock and arrived in Wellington shortly after 9 o’clock. 



14th April 1896 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs W. G. Beard (in the chair), : . W 
Easthope, W. Pragnell, T. Wagg E Hornblow and C. E. Daniell.  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were  read and confirmed,  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £2 11s 8d, with 
£20  capitation to come in.  
A LETTER FROM THE BISHOP. The following letter from the Bishop of Wellington was 
read, with. regard to the Punch and Judy Show . episode, particulars of which we published 
after last meeting:—  
Queenstown, March 23rd, 1896.  
Dear Sir. I have the honour to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of your letter 
dated the 13th March, together with the enclosures, which reached me to-day. Will you be so 
good as to inform the Masterton - School Committee of my very sincere regret that I should 
have so spoken at the meeting at Christchurch as to leave a false impression upon the minds 
of the audience with regard to the Committee's action, and to thank them heartily for the full 
statement of the particulars with which they have so courteously furnished me.  
I remain, Dear Sir, your obedient servant, Frederic Wellington.  
Secretary, Masterton  School Committee, 
The Editor of the Lyttelton Times, with reference to the same subject, wrote as follows 
Lyttelton Times Office, Secretary, Masterton School Committee, Dear Sir. I have to thank 
your Committee for the attention it has given to my letter of the 5th March, and for its 
courtesy in acceding to my request. Yours truly, S. Saunders,  Editor. 
 The letters were received. ~ 
 ACCOUNTS, The following accounts were passed for payment :-J. P. Elliot, £1 13s 5d J. 
Payton & Co 17s 6d;  W.F.C.A., 12s Id; Firewood, £6 16s.  
BALANCE SHEET. The balance sheet for the year was read, showing the gross receipts to 
have been £147 15s 8d and the expenditure £145 4s, leaving a balance of £2 11s 8d. The 
actual credit after paying all liabilities and receiving capitation, will amount to £4 7s 8d.  The 
balance sheet was received.  
SCHOOL REPORTS, The head teacher reported an average attendance of 505 and 623 
scholars on the roll, being a percentage of 82, The attendance for the month has been 
satisfactory, On Monday, the 30th ult, the attendance was the lowest on record. This was 
caused by the rain storm which occurred at the time the children would be starting for school, 
For the quarter ended on the 31st March, the average attendance was 513. This is the highest 
average attendance for any quarter in the history of the school. If an average attendance of 
500 is maintained during the present quarter, the school will be entitled to the services of 
another pupil teacher. attendance for the quarter on 31st December last was 490, and for the  
quarter previous 506;  
Before appointing an additional teacher to a school, the Board requires that the  attendance, 
entitling a school to such an increase in the staff, be maintained for two consecutive quarters. 
The decreased attendance for the quarter which ended Xmas last, has therefore prevented the 
appointment of another teacher.  
An accident had happened to a boy while swinging on the horizontal bars, and he (Mr  
Jackson) recommended that the space under the bars be boarded as safer,  



The report was adopted, the question  of boarding under the horizontal bars being left over 
for the incoming committee to deal with.  
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported that the attendance during last quarter had been 
very good, as many as 100 scholars being present on one occasion, with 110 on the roll 
Owing  to two wet days occurring during the past month the average has been brought down 
to 85. Thirty two  children have been admitted since Christmas, the present  roll containing 
104 names.  
MR COUBOURNE. , The Secretary said he had a matter to bring up. At the last meeting of 
the School Committee Mr Morris had accused Mr ß. Coubourne, the Station Master, of 
favouritism in the sale of tickets. This could not possibly be, as the Traffic Manager had 
supplied all tickets for the excursion to him (Mr Sellar). Mr Coubourne had been asked for an 
explanation by his Department, and as the statement was a very scandalous ono the 
Committee might see its way to pass a resolution exonerating Mr Coubourne from any blame. 
The Chairman thought their resolution of last meeting, practically covered everything. The 
Committee's resolution showed the Committee was quite satisfied with Mr Coubourne's 
conduct, and had expressed that opinion at last meeting, , he thought it would be impossible . 
to get amore courteous and painstaking officer than Mr Coubourne for the duties he had to 
perform and everyone, be felt sure, was perfectly with him in the opinion. 
 Messrs' Easthope, Daniell and Pragnell spoke strongly in Mr Coubourne's favor. They 
thought any imputation against him had been entirely removed at last meeting 
Mr Jackson said Mr Coubourne could not have sold a single ticket as those sold by Mr Sellar 
and himself exactly tallied with the number issued.  
THE ELECTION, Mr Beard moved  that the Education Board be requested to allow the 
annual meeting to be held in the Main School, as the Infants School is too small.  
Mr Daniell seconded, and the motion was carried.  
ANNUAL REPORT. " The Secretary stated that the annual report would be presented to the 
Committee at a meeting to be held half-an-hour before the  annual meeting.  
Mr Hornblow. was appointed visiting member, and the meeting adjourned, : 
17th April 1896 A little girl named Elsie Dew fell off a swing at the Masterton School on 
Wednesday and was rendered unconscious. Mr Jackson kindly took the child home, and we 
understand she is now progressing all right. 
20th April 1896 The Secretary to the Wellington, Education Board has informed Mr W, Seller 
that the Board haying fixed the Infant School as the place for holding the. annual meeting and 
election of Committee, the place of meeting can only be altered by the Board. It will therefore 
be necessary to hold the meeting in the Infant School, and, if the attendance warrants it, 
adjourn to some larger building. 
28th April 1896 Apart from the fact that Mr T. Dixon's past services as a Committeeman 
gained him the Chairman's casting vote in the tie for last place at the Masterton School 
Committee election last night, his win was purely a chance one, and shows what a little 
matter sometimes makes "all the difference" to a candidate at an election. A certain son of 
toil, who is a householder, attended the meeting and although not able to read or write he 
wished to exercise his full privilege, so requested another householder to write the names of 
the candidates for whom he wished to vote, on the voting paper. Householder No. 2 
courteously assisted his less able fellow and wrote down eight names at the other's dictation. 
But No. 1 appeared stuck for a ninth name although he insisted on having nine names put 



down. No. 2, who was doing the clerical work, utterly refused to " put anybody down" as No. 
1 at last, in desperation, ' desired. Matters were hung up at this stage, when a third person 
standing near, suggested that the voter should shut his eyes and dab his finger down on a  list 
of names of candidates and vote for the one so indicated. This was done, " and the finger 
came down with a plump on "T. Dixon " Mr Dixon got the yote and it may fairly he claimed 
that it won him his seat. 
28th April The Annual meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, 
about sixty persons attending and Mr E. Feist presiding.  
The Secretary, (Mr W. Sellar), read the annual report as follows  
REPORT. " Your Committee have again to report a satisfactory year for the Masterton 
Schools. The attendance throughout has been generally satisfactory although your Committee 
feel that a number of parents do not appear to appreciate the advantages they derive from the 
present system of education.  
The Balance Sheet herewith attached shows receipts . £147 15s 8d, expenditure £145 4s, 
leaving a credit balance of £21 Is 8d. There are liabilities outstanding of £15 4s against 
which, however, there is £2O capitation due to the end of March last. The actual available 
balance to the credit of the School lo begin with will therefore be £7 7s 8d.  
Your Committee desire to place on record their appreciation of the grants from time to time 
made by the Trust Lands Trust in supplementing the ordinary receipts, but regret that their 
application in the direction of promoting technical education has not yet met with success. 
The number of children on the rolls is, Main School, 623 Infant School, Victoria-street, 110; 
or a total of 733 the average attendance during the year being between 80 and 90 per cent. 
The head-master, Mr W, H. Jackson, of the Main School, and Miss Keeling, mistress of the 
Infant School, together with their respective staffs, still continue to maintain the efficiency of 
their establishments, and your Committee feel that parents are much indebted to them for the 
care and attention which outside their actual duties, they give to and the interest they take in 
the children generally  
Early in March another excursion was held by which the children and their parents were 
enabled to visit Wellington at a reasonable rate, the arrangements made by the Railway 
Department in connection with this event were in every way satisfactory. The Committee has 
received much valuable assistance from its Secretary, to whom the Committee desires In 
tender their thanks. Edwin Feist, Chairman. 
Masterton, 27th April 1895 
The Chairman in speaking to the report said he was pleased to find the Committee still 
worked in harmony with the Education Board. The efficiency of the schools was well 
maintained under the direction of Mr Jackson and Miss Keeling. They were all proud of their 
schools, and he had found a great pleasure to work in the interests of an institution with such 
a gentleman as Mr Jackson at its head. Mr Feist then briefly alluded to the other matters in 
the report and moved its adoption. The motion was put and carried. 
The election of the new Committee was then proceeded with Messrs .J, A. Robertson and A. 
H. Hathaway being elected as scrutineers. Thirteen candidates were nominated the voting 
being very mixed. Following are the candidates and the votes polled ;  
C. E. Darnell 45 
E. Feist 41  
W. M. Easthope 36  



R E, Hornblow 36  
P. A. Rive 36 
T. Wagg 36  
W. G. Beard 35 
W. Pragnell 32  
T. Dixon 27  
A. Vile 27  
J. O'Leary 26  
Geo. Dixon 17  
E. H. Eton 15  
The first eight were declared elected, and as Messrs T. Dixon and! Vile tied for last place the 
Chairman was called upon to give his casting vote, which he did, on the ground that Mr 
Dixon was an old member of the Committee. Mr Daniell returned thanks for being placed at 
the head of the poll, and several of the other members also returned thanks. 
 A meeting of the new Committee was then held at which Mr E. Feist was again re-elected 
Chairman 
12th May 1896 The Queen's Birthday holiday is to be observed on Friday, May 29th at the 
Masterton School. The Masterton School Committee warmly debated the question of 
Technical Education last night. 
Mr W. H Jackson, Head Teacher of the Masterton School, in his monthly report, says l regret 
to have to draw the Committee's attention to the fact that the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act are being utterly ignored by a number of parents. The following are a few of 
the  cases from my last list of irregular children:—(a). Boy, age eleven years and nine 
months; ten attendances out of last forty-five; not yet passed Standard I. (h), Girl, age ten 
years and three months; no attendance for a month; not yet passed Standard I. (c), Boy, aged 
eleven years; seven attendances out of last thirty-nine; not yet passed Standard II. (d), Girl, 
age eleven years and seven months; no attendance for a month; has passed Standard II only 
(e), Boy, ago thirteen years [.eleven attendances out of last forty-nine; has only passed 
Standard 11. During the last eight months this boy has been to school only forty-two whole 
days, (f), Boy, age twelve years and nine months; no 'attendance for months; has passed only 
Standard II.- There are other cases nearly as deplorable, and in every instance the child is in 
sound health." The School Committee spoke strongly on the matter and resolved to prosecute 
at once, and in future to strictly enforce the Act. 
12th May 1896 MONTHLY MEETING The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton  
School Committee was held Inst evening. Present: Messrs Edwin Feist (chairman), C. E. 
Daniell, P. A. Rive, T. Wagg, W G, Beard, T. Dixon, R, E. Hornblow and W. M, Easthope. 
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed,  
TREASURER’S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £6 3s 3d. 
MAIN SCHOOI REPORT. The Head Teacher reported 618 scholars on the roll, with an 
average attendance of 498. Attention was also drawn to bad cases of irregular attendance, and 
the need of improving the wet weather shelter sheds. 
The Chairman said some steps would have to be taken to enforce an attendance under the 
compulsory clauses of the Act.  
Mr W. H. Jackson said there were half-a-dozen very bad cases, Mr Easthope moved that 
proceedings be taken against the parents or guardians of the children referred to. The 



Committee did not know who the children were, and perhaps this was as well. Steps must be 
taken to enforce the law. 
Mr Daniell said the past system did not seem a thorough success. It would, he thought, be 
better for the Committee as a whole to deal with the absentee list in the future. The Chairman 
said as this seemed rather a reflection on himself he might say that no list of absentees had 
been handed to himself or the Secretary, so that they could not act-.  
The Secretary said notices had been sent out in several cases. 
Mr Easthope thought that no reflection was cast on the Chairman, but rather on the 
Committee. It was an onerous duty which all members should take a share in.  
Mr Daniell said that was his idea of the matter. 
The Secretary said a good plan was adopted by the Upper Plain School Committee: it was to 
send in a list of absentees every week to be dealt with.  
Mr Daniell thought it ought to be made widely known that the Committee intended to carry 
out the law and prosecute negligent parents. Mr Jackson said there were several boys in 
Masterton of twelve years of age who had not yet passed a single standard. 
The motion was then put and carried, and it was resolved to read the absentee list at each 
monthly meeting, and deal with it. The general opinion was expressed that if parents 
discovered that the Committee intended to strictly carry out its duty with regard to the 
compulsory clauses of the Act a better state of affairs would speedily he arrived at. 
It was resolved to call the attention of the Borough Council to the state of the footpath on the 
north side of the road near the Main School. 
Mr Feist said he had spoken to the Borough Overseer about the matter, 
It was resolved that the Queen's Birthday holiday be observed on Friday, May 29th,  
It was decided on the motion of Mr Beard, seconded by Mr Dixon, that the Education Board 
be requested to improve the wet-weather sheds, the matter being urgent.  
Resolved that timber be put under the horizontal bars as suggested by Mr Jackson,  
INFANT SCHOOL Miss Keeling reported 107 children on the roll, with an average 
attendance of 84 Low forms for the Kindergarten table were required.  
Resolved that the Education Board be asked to supply the forms asked for by Miss Keeling. 
GENERAL. The following account was passed for payment Z. M. Hoar, £l 15s.  
A sub-committee including, the Chairman, Mr W. G, Beard, and the Secretary, were 
appointed to prepare a Financial statement with a view to applying to the Town Lands 
Trustees for a grant,  
A discussion on educational matters followed, and the meeting adjourned. . 
26th May 1896 PRIMARY SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, —Does the Educational Department or Education Board issue any 
regulations for the Primary Scholarship examination I am under the impression that the 
scholarships are competed tor, subject to certain conditions, one of which is that no child who 
is receiving private tuition shall be eligible for the examination. Yet, in spite of this, two 
masters of Wairarapa schools regularly coach a select few several nights a week, for, at least, 
two hours a night. One master, on being taxed with the unfairness of the practice, was week-
kneed enough to excuse himself on the ground that Mr So-and-so does it. I have a child 
attending Masterton School who contemplates sitting for the scholarship examination, 1896, 
and I consider it grossly unfair that she should have to compete with boys and girls who 
possess private tutors. It is likewise unfair to Masterton School whose teachers prepare their 



scholarship candidates during the ordinary school hours. I shall feel grateful it you, Mr 
Editor, or any of your readers can throw any light upon this scholarship question. I feel that 
my girl in common with all candidates from Masterton School, is handicapped, and I can 
hardly believe that the Board and its inspectors are cognisant of the above facts. —I am, &c. 
Parent. Masterton, May 18. 
27th May 1896 The sum of £40 was voted towards the cost of erecting an aided school at 
Birket. An application that a similar school should be established at Te Ore Ore was referred 
to the Masterton Committee. The Birkett School was on the corner of the Riversdale Road 
and Whareama Road 
It was decided that the carpenter should do certain work at Masterton, Shannon, and Cross 
Creek, and that he should report as to repairs at Waingawa. 
4th June 1896  Wellington Education Board: 
 The resignation of Miss H. Harvey (Masterton) was accepted 
The carpenter was directed to attend to repairs at the Masterton shelter-sheds as soon Jas 
convenient, and an application for seats for the Kindergarten table was left to the inspector. 
n application for a school at To Ore Ore was referred to the Masterton Committee 
9th June 1896 In response to enquiry the majority of parents of children attending the 
Masterton School, prefer that the school hour for assembling continue to be nine o'clock 
during the winter. 
Miss Keeling speaks very highly of Miss Harvey, who for some time past has been assisting 
at the Masterton Infant School. Miss Harvey is leaving the district and will be much missed 
by her little charges, 
At the Masterton School Committee Meeting last night, the Head Master protested strongly 
that certain persons had painted in two places on the School fence" Vote for the Town Hall." 
Considerable discussion, chaff and general badinage was indulged in, the Committee  
evidently, being in merry mood, After the shocking example to the rising generation had been 
admitted, Mr C. E, Daniell said although not the guilty party, perhaps as Chairman of the 
Town Lands Trust they might hold him responsible, so he would volunteer to scrape the 
obnoxious words off. Mr Daniell's offer was accepted amidst laughter,  
Applications are invited for the position of pupil teacher at the Masterton Infant School. 
If the present attendance is maintained at the Masterton School—over five hundred—the 
school will be entitled to an extra pupil teacher at the end of the month. 
9th June 1896  MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs 11. Feist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, 
T, Wagg, W. M. Easthope, T. Dixon, R. E. Hornblow, P. A, Rive, W. Pragnell and W. C, 
Beard,  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER’S REPORT The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of 4s 3d. 
Capitation would be due at the end of the month.  
TE ORE ORE, A petition in favor of a school at Te Ore Ore was forwarded by the Secretary 
of the Education Board for the Committee's opinion. Mr Easthope  moved that the petition 
being a reasonable one be recommended for favorable consideration. 
Mr Pragnell seconded and the motion was carried,  



REPAIRS. The Education Board wrote stating seats should be provided as requested and also 
that the Board's carpenter will visit the school for the purpose of affecting repairs and 
attending to the shelter sheds.  
TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION A circular was forwarded by the Director of Technical 
Schools with regard to the formation of manual classes and classes for cookery. 
Mr Beard moved that as the matter is now under the consideration of the Town Trust the 
Committee has no recommendation to make at present.  
Mr Hornblow said this was practically shelving the matter. 
Mr Beard said this was not so. It might be useful in about three years time.  
Mr Daniell: " When you are a member of the Trust Mr Beard  
Mr Beard: "Oh no sir: that is not likely to happen during the next thirty-three years!"  
Mr Daniell said, as a matter of fact, the Trustees had not lost sight the matter. They had the 
information now before the Committee and were in correspondence with the Minister.  
Mr Beard thought it was rather absurd to keep dealing with the matter piecemeal 
Resolved that the consideration of the circular stand over for a month. 
A SWEEPING QUESTION". An application from P. Hider to be appointed chimney-sweeper 
to the Committee was received.  
Mr Daniell moved that the application be acceded to.  
Mr Beard moved that tenders be called for the work,  
Mr Daniell : " Six-and-eight-pence!"  
Mr Pragnell: "Mr Beard has got astray to-night."  
Mr Hornblow : " It's playing it low down on the sweep."  
It was explained that Mr Hider had been appointed last year, but another sweep—Mr Cox 
jumped his claim," and when the former came he found no soot. 
Mr Hider's application was then put to the meeting and carried amidst laughter.  
REPORTS. The Head Master reported 616 scholars on the roll, with an average attendance of 
520,  
Resolved to ask the Borough Council to put in a twelve foot culvert at the school, at the 
Committee's cost, 
The question of providing gravel and attending to the boarding under the horizontal bars was 
left to the Visiting Member to report, on. Mr Daniell said the cost would be about £8. 
Mr Jackson said he would guarantee to collect half the amount. 
Mr Daniell moved that the work be done at a cost not exceeding £8, The motion was lost. 
Miss Keeling's report was read showing an average attendance of eighty-nine with 104 
children on the roll, and also notified the resignation of Miss Harvey, who is leaving the 
district. 
Resolved to point out to the Board the urgency of filling the vacancy,  
ABSENTEE LIST The absentee list was then dealt with, and it was resolved to take action 
against certain parents under the compulsory clauses of the Act, Mr P, A. Rive was appointed 
Visiting Member and the meeting adjourned, 
17th June 895 Masterton Borough Council The Masterton School wrote, asking that a twelve-
foot culvert be put in at the school grounds. The Mayor said the Overseer had the matter in 
hand 
19th June 1896 A lad named Sellar was run down by a bicyclist when returning from school 
today, and was severely injured 



 23rd June 1896 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last ' 
evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), T. Dixon, W. Pragnell, Hornblow, Easthope, 
Beard, Rive, Wagg and C. E. Daniell.  
Mr Easthope stated that as be was interested it would perhaps be as well for him to withdraw. 
He would like, however' to be called in to vote. The Chairman said he thought . Mr Easthope 
as a member of the Committee might remain.  
The Chairman explained the object of the meeting. It was to select a pupil teacher at the 
request of the Education Board, Before proceeding, however, he had a slight explanation to 
make, because it had been currently reported that a hole and corner meeting bad decided on 
an applicant already. This was not so, and he not wish it to go forth that they had been guilty 
of log-rolling in any degree and be therefore slated that however they might wish to favour 
any particular application, the efficiency of the School would be their first and highest 
consideration, They had now to select and recommend a teacher for the Board's approval. 
The names of the five applicants were submitted with testimonials, 
The Chairman said the mode of election was immaterial. It might be by ballot or by voting as 
the members preferred. 
 On the motion of Mr Hornblow it was decided to vote by ballot. Mr Beard said be took it 
that their only object would be to raise the standard of the school by choosing the very best 
applicant from the testimonials, irrespective of personal feeling. He should record his vote on 
that principle and hoped every member would do the same, He thought it could not be too 
widely known that there, was no hole and corner work as alluded to by the Chairman in his 
opening remarks.  
Mr Pragnell said that Miss Keeling had expressed a preference to have a beginner so that the 
new teacher might be moulded to her ways.  
The Chairman said the Head Teacher had favored no candidate.  
Mr Beard said if Miss Keeling was to make the choice it would be better to leave it to her 
altogether.  
Mr Hornblow said he thought the Committee would be the best judges.  
A ballot was then taken and the highest number of votes being accorded to Miss Eleanor 
Margaret Johnston, daughter of Mr S, Johnston, of Masterton, her application was accepted 
subject to the Education Board's approval. 
27th June 1896 Trust Lands Trust TECHNICAL EDUCATION; ,A resolution passed by the 
Masterton. School Committee asking that £IOO, in addition to the usual grant, be set aside 
for educational purposes was forwarded, A further resolution from the same body asking the 
Trustees to open evening classes was received, Mr H. Payne, Secretary of the Committee 
appointed by a recent meeting of young men desirous of having evening classes formed, 
wrote forwarding the resolutions already published 
24th June Wellington Education Board Miss E. M. Johnson, pupil-teacher, Masterton infant 
school appointment 
13th July 1896 The Masterton School Committee will meet this evening 
20th July 1896 The adjourned meeting of the Masterton School Committee will be held this 
evening 
21st July 1896 Some time ago Mr E. Collotte injured the wrist of his right arm while working 
in Mr A. Elkins' garden. The bone has now become diseased, and it is almost certain that the 
arm will have  to be amputated. After consultation with Dr. Hosking, the doctor has decided 



to examine the arm by the aid of the Rontgen rays, the apparatus for which will arrive very 
shortly. Mr Collotte is now totally unable to follow his ordinary occupation; he will therefore 
feel grateful for any kind of work which can be performed with one hand. Mr Collotte was, at 
one time, French master at the Masterton School, and should be able to secure a good number 
of pupils again. One of the highest class of apparatus for producing the now celebrated 
Rontgen rays, which will enable the bony structure  of the human and  all other animal 
systems to be looked into and examined, will arrive in Masterton at an early date to the order 
of Dr W. H. Hosking, The apparatus is a very powerful one, and will be capable of producing 
the bone picture of any vertebrate organism. The ordinary apparatus, as used by the medical 
profession, produces a six inch spark; the one Dr. Hosking is getting produces a nine inch 
spark It is highly gratifying to have a medical man in our midst who exhibits such 
determination to acquire the latest and most scientific apparatus in use by the profession. 
Mr W. G. Beard has resigned from the Masterton School Committee. 
21st July 1896 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee (adjourned 
from last week) was-held yesterday (Monday) evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), 
P. A. Rive, R. E. Hornblow, T. Wagg, T. Dixon and C, E. Daniell.  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURERS REPORT. The Treasurer reported that the capitation had not arrived and the 
credit still stood at 4s 3d.  
The Chairman said at present they could not therefore pass accounts for payment.  
RESIGNATION Mr W. G. Beard wrote tendering his resignation as a member of the 
Committee, owing to his time being fully occupied, and to the fact that the late poll for a 
Town Hall showed, in the writer's opinion, that the parents of children in Masterton placed 
amusements first and education second in importance. He was quite prepared to give way to 
the wishes of those who held the views before stated, and to make room for someone who did 
not feel so strongly as he did, that parents of children are sadly neglecting their interests in 
not demanding for their children the highest class of education which is obtainable. Time 
would show, whoso estimate was correct. In the meantime he wished the Committee and the 
Masterton School every success, Mr Beard also asked permission to have a board, suitably 
inscribed, placed in the School, showing the dux each year from the commencement of the 
Public School System, to encourage other boys to strive for a like position of honor.  
The Chairman said he exceedingly regretted Mr Beard's decision. He looked upon Mr Beard 
as a strong man on the Committee, as it was good for the Committee to get men of position 
and education in their ranks. He would therefore move that Mr Beard's resignation be 
accepted with regret, and his offer re board accepted with thanks. Mr Daniell said he was 
surprised at Mr Beard's action, which was decidedly a weak one. When a little difficulty 
arose he ran away from it. He thought such conduct on the part of a man  of education was 
deplorable. He could hardly agree with the Chairman—after hearing Mr Beard's letter—they 
should regret his resignation. 
The Chairman thought that whatever Mr Beard's reasons might be the Committee would 
regret the loss of an able man. 
The motion was then put and carried.  
SCHOOL HOURS. A letter from Mrs P. Tayler was read, in which—on behalf of certain 
parents—she complained of the hardships suffered by certain children in the school 
continuing to assemble at nine o'clock during the winter months. 



The Chairman said that Mrs Tayler evidently took a very kindly interest in the children, but 
as a majority of parents—300 against 100 —had voted in reply to Mr Jackson's request for 
the expression of opinion, that the School continue assembling at nine  o'clock, and as the 
winter was nearly through, hoe did not think they could do anything. 
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported that six new children were received and seven 
children transferred at the end of last quarter; the number of children on the roll being 104, 
and the average attendance 75. 
MAIN SCHOOL REPORT. 
In his monthly report the Head Teacher stated that with 602 scholars on the roll the average 
attendance has been 483, Wet weather caused a very low attendance for the two weeks 
ending June 26th, In consequence the school failed to reach the number entitling the School 
to an extra pupil teacher, Mr Johnston,' ex-pupil teacher has been unable to carry out his 
duties, owing to a lung affection, and on the advice of his medical attendant is applying to the 
Board for three months leave of absence. It was recommended that the Board be requested to 
provide temporary assistance during Mr Johnston's absence. 
TEACHERS. The Education Board  wrote authorising the appointment of Miss Johnston to 
the Masterton Infant School.  
A letter from Mr Wm. Johnston to the Education Board, asking three months leave of 
absence and enclosing a certificate from his medical adviser, recommending three "months' 
entire rest from School duties was read. The Chairman said this was a matter for great regret, 
as Mr Jackson had informed him that Mr Johnston was developing into a very strong teacher. 
It was resolved that the Committee approve of leave of absence being granted to Mr 
Johnston, and that a substitute be asked for to take Mr Johnston's place during his absence.  
ACCOUNTS. Accounts from K, T. Holmes and Z. M. Hoar wore passed for payment as soon 
as funds permit,  
REPAIRS. Mr P. A. Rive  reported that £7 would be the estimated cost of flooring under 
swings and horizontal bars; that a portable cloak and umbrella stand was required and also 
that the closets needed repairing. Resolved to make application to the Education Board for 
the carpenter's assistance.  
ABSENTEES. Resolved that the parents of four children be sued under the compulsory 
clauses of the Act.  
VISITING MEMBER, _ Mr T. Wagg was appointed Visiting Member and the meeting 
adjourned, 
22nd July 1896 Mr W. G. Beard has resigned from the Masterton School Committee, because 
the inhabitants voted for the erection of the Town Hall 
24th July 1896 It is probable that" agriculture," one of the five subjects to be taught at the 
Technical-School will he changed to " Agricultural Chemistry." Mr Jackson stated that he 
thought the Masterton School Committee would lend the apparatus at the Public School for 
the purpose of experiments. 
30th July 1896  An application made to the Education Board for an umbrella stand for the 
Masterton School has been refused, 
1st August 1896 Trust Lands Trust from the Secretary of the Masterton School Committee, 
explaining expenditure of last year's grant. From same, applying for a grant of £IOO. 
SCHOOL GRANTS. Mr Daniell said, he thought that the question of grants should be made 



on some sort of .basis. Last year the Masterton Committee received £63 and had .600 
children on the roll, while the Fernridge School, with about 100 children, got £25. ' 
Mr Vile thought the grants should  be made on an attendance basis. He referred, of course, to 
the Masterton and Fernridge Schools. The Catholic School, not being supported by the 
Government, was in a different position. He considered the Committee's explanation of the 
expenditure very vague. There was an item of £30 for maps, books, and furniture. What was 
meant by furniture? He also objected to the  item £10 for Secretary. In all other Committees 
the Secretary gave a bit of' services for nothing. The Chairman proposed that £2O be given to 
St, Patrick's School, £25 to the Fernridge School, and £90 to the Masterton School. Mr 
Hessey said,-by moving that the Masterton Committee receive £10 less than applied for, it 
was evident  the Chairman thought there was extravagance.  
Mr Daniell disagreed, It was their duty to see that their children - were comfortable when 
they went to school. His experience of the School Committee was that they were very careful 
in their financing almost too much so, in fact. There had been two or three accidents at the 
school recently, and there was nothing but the floor to place the injured children on.  
Mr Hessey seconded the motion.  
Mr Vile said accidents also occurred at other schools, and it was the duty of the Education 
Board to make provision for cases of this sort…………. 
7th August 1896 THE EDUCATION ACT. 
ITS COMPULSORY CLAUSES. In  accordance with a resolution of the Masterton School 
Committee, summonses were issued against several persons for failing to send their children 
to school, and this morning a number of cases were before the S.M. (Stipendiary Magistrate) 
Mrs J. Baumber was charged with failing to send her boy (Arthur Fellingham) to school not 
less than six attendances in one week.  
Defendant said the boy had been working in the morning, but she sent him to school in the 
afternoon, She had sent her son to school more regularly since the holidays. His Worship said 
considering the special circumstances and the promise to be more regular, he would convict 
and discharge the defendant with costs 7s.  
A similar information was brought against Mrs Henry Williams, charging her with not 
sending her daughter, Bertha, to school.  
The Secretary (Mr W. Sellar) and Head-master (Mr W. H. Jackson) gave evidence that this 
was a bad case. 
Defendant, who was not present, was fined 4s with 12s costs. 
 J. Langley was similarly charged with not sending his daughter, Emmeline, to school. 
Defendant pleaded guilty, but said he had not got the Act in his house, His daughter was also 
over thirteen.  
The S.M. said that the Act gave no discretion to the Magistrate, and a fine of 2s per week for 
each week absent had to be inflicted. Defendant would be fined 4s and costs. 
Defendant: "My daughter's over the age of thirteen." 
His Worship: "Why did you plead guilty then?" 
10th August 1896 Mr. W. H. Jackson, head master of the Masterton school, stated in the 
Magistrate's Court that a certain child, who would soon be above the school age; had not yet 
passed the First Standard 
11th August 1896 The annual drawing examinations at the Masterton School take place on 
Wednesday, September 2nd. Mr IV. H. Jackson informed the Masterton School Committee 



last night-, that a boy aged thirteen had not yet passed the second standard at the school, 
through being kept at home 
Mr W. H. Jackson reports that the Masterton School is, at the present time, in good working 
order and with a favourable attendance he anticipates a very favourable result at the annual 
examination, which takes place in about two months' time. The Chairman of the Masterton 
School Committee is' of the opinion, in spite of statements that have been made to the 
contrary, that the Masterton School Committee is very well treated by the Wellington 
Education Board. 
Mr W. H. Jackson in his report to the School Committee last night says:—  On Friday, July 
31st, owing to the exceptionally bad weather, some fifty children only presented themselves 
at the time for opening school. With a few exceptions these had all waded through water up 
to their knees and were in a totally unfit state to remain at school. I therefore promptly sent 
them home and did not open school." 
 
11th August 1896 A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION. MR EASTHOPE AND THE 
CHAIRMAN. At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, just as the 
Secretary (Mr Sellar) was about to read the minutes, Mr Easthope rose and said, " Why was 
not the last meeting of the Committee held on the proper date?"  
The Chairman (Mr Edwin Feist) replied: " Because it was adjourned, Mr Easthope."  
Mr Easthope: "Who adjourned it?" 
 The Chairman: " I did !"  
Mr Easthope: " Well Sir, I pro.. protest most strongly. Your action was of one grave 
discourtesy to the Committee to adjourn the meeting without consulting members. I want  my 
protest put  on the minutes!"  
The Chairman: " I'm here to conduct the business of the Committee, Mr Easthope, and had 
full power to act as I did."  
Mr Easthope: "I say you had no power to adjourn the meeting. 
The Chairman: "Your protest will not be entered, Mr Easthope." \ 
Mr Easthope: " I protest —"  
The Chairman: "You are out of order, Sir I Mr Secretary, read the minutes." 
Mr Easthope sat down and the meeting proceeded .Just before concluding, the Chairman said 
that under the head of general business he wished to make a personal explanation. Mr 
Easthope had accused him of grave discourtesy in adjourning their last meeting. The 
circumstances were that on the night of last meeting, finding that there was no important 
business and as he had another meeting to attend after consulting several members, it had 
been agreed to adjourn, and the Secretary had sent out notices. He had not the slightest wish 
to act in any way discourteously and had always endeavoured to act fairly to all. He thought 
he had the Committee with him, but, if they were not satisfied, they had their remedy and 
knew what course to take. He made this explanation for Mr Easthope's benefit, and he could 
assure Mr Easthope that he had not the least desire to do anything that would in any way hurt 
his feelings. The Act gave fall power to take the course he had in adjourning the meeting.  
Mr Easthope' said there was no other public body in the town so completely at the mercy of 
its Chairman as the Masterton School Committee appeared to be.  
The Chairman: " Are you satisfied Mr Easthope that I .acted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act."  



Mr Easthope: " I repeat that there is no other body in the town so completely at the mercy of 
its Chairman,'  
Mr Daniell said that the meeting had been adjourned to suit the convenience of several 
members of the ' Committee —himself amongst the number, and he would therefore move, to 
clear the chairman of any imputation and that the chairman's action in adjourning the meeting 
be confirmed.  
The Chairman said he thought some such resolution necessary. Mr W. Pragnell seconded and 
the motion was carried, 
11th August 1896 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present; Messrs E. Feist (chairman), R. E. 
Hornblow, W. M. Easthope, T, Dixon, W. Pragnell, P. A. Rive, T. Wagg, and C. E, Daniell. 
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £l8 7s 5d. 
SCHOOL GRANT. The Secretary to the Town Lands Trust wrote stating that a grant of £90 
had been made to the School Committee.  
A vote of thanks to the Trust for the liberal grant made was recorded. 
PUNCH AND JUDY. Mr Arthur Busby made application to introduce a Punch and Judy 
Show at the Masterton School.  
The Head Teacher supported- the application,  
The' Chairman moved and Mr Pragnell seconded that the application be acceded to subject to 
arrangements with the Head Teacher,  
Mr Hornblow moved as an amendment and Mr T. Dixon seconded that the application be not 
acceded to. It was not right that a travelling showman should use the school when there were 
public halls available. Further no charge could be legally made as the school was not licensed 
as a place of entertainment.  
The Chairman said he had no interest in the matter and was quite prepared to withdraw his 
motion.  
Mr Hornblow's amendment was then carried.  
THE COMPULSORY CLAUSES. With, regard to the late summons cases for irregular 
attendance Mr Jackson said that Mrs Baumber had complained to him that the child on whose 
behalf she had been summoned was over age. He had no recommendation to make.  
The Chairman said that Mrs Baumber should have informed the Secretary before the case 
went into Court. As matters now stood he did not think the Committee could do anything. 
Messrs Dixon and Pragnell agreed with this,' and the matter was dropped, 
MAIN SCHOOL. The Head Teacher's report was read showing an average attendance for the 
month of 607 with 605 scholars on the roll. 
Messrs W. Pragnell, T. Dixon, Wagg and Hornblow were appointed supervisors at the 
forthcoming Drawing Examination to be held on Wednesday, September 2nd, '  
INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported an average attendance of 61 for the past four 
weeks at the Infant School, the wet weather having greatly reduced the average. The report 
also recommended the erection of a screen to protect the school from draughts, 
Resolved that Miss Keeling's request be acceded to.  
MR-JOHNSTON'S ABSENCE. A letter was received from the Education Board asking the 
Committee to recommend a pupil teacher for appointment during Mr Johnston's absence on 
sick leave.  



With regard to Mr Johnston's absence Mr Jackson said that he had now so mapped out the 
work that he thought the school' could manage for the remaining two months of Mr 
Johnston's absence without extra assistance as a proper teacher was not available. One month 
had already gone by. 
After hearing Mr Jackson's remarks, the Chairman proposed that the Board be informed that 
Mr Jackson had made arrangements by the teachers undertaking extra work, to carry on for 
the remaining two months of Mr Johnston's absence.  
Mr Rive said it was a pity to work the School short-handed.  
Mr Daniell thought it a pity a suitable teacher was not available.  
The Chairman said he thought they might accept Mr Jackson's explanation. It was practically 
that the' competent teachers preferred to divide the work to having a young pupil teacher for 
the two months,  
Mr Daniell proposed that the Board be informed that the Committee regrets there is not a 
suitable teacher available, and explaining that the teachers were prepared to divide the work 
under the circumstances,  
REPAIRS, The Secretary to the Board wrote regretting that the whole of the work asked for 
by the Masterton School Committee, could not be done, 
Mr Jackson stated that the Board's carpenter was now at work at the School, and he suggested 
the Chairman obtaining Mr Blair's sanction for slight further repairs and a shelter shed for the 
infants. The shelter shed had been been put down in the requirements but cut out 
subsequently,  
The Chairman said in the face of this letter Mr Jackson's suggestion seemed hopeless.  
On the motion of Mr Daniell it was resolved to express regret that the very modest demands 
of the School Committee for repairs to outbuildings had not been granted, the members 
generally agreeing that a protest was necessary. 
NEW MEMBER. On the motion of Mr Daniell it was resolved to appoint the next highest 
candidate at the last election —Mr A. Vile-to the vacancy on the Committee caused by the 
retirement of Mr W. G. Beard.  
Mr Vile was appointed Visiting Member, and the meeting closed, 
13th August 1896 Masterton, August 5. Arbour Day is not being observed here, other than by 
the closing of the Government offices. 
18th August 1896 The formal opening of the Masterton Technical School took place last night 
in the Drill Hall, Mr A, W. Hogg, M.H.R., occupying the chair, and Messrs W. G. Beard, R. 
Brown, C. E. Daniell, S. Johnston, Dr. Butement, W. H. Jackson, J. P. Elliot, E. Feist and T. 
R. Fleming being seated on the platform. The attendance was very good.  
Mr C. E. Daniell, before the meeting opened, said that they had been somewhat unfortunate 
in their opening,' as the Hon. W. C, "Walker, M.L.C., and Mr J. R. Blair were unable to be 
present, and had sent the following telegrams  
MR A. W. Hogg, Masterton. The L.C. Banking Committee sits again this evening at 6 p.m., 
therefore it is quite Impossible for me to be present at the inaugural meeting of your 
Technical School. Please make my apologies under the circumstances and assure the friends 
of the new undertaking of my lively interest in the work, and that I hope to be present later on 
to congratulate them on the good start of the Institution, W. C. Walker, Wellington,…. Then 
continued  a long article on the opening 



3rd September 1896 In the drawing examination at the Masterton School yesterday, 262 
papers were worked by 176 pupils. The number was made up as follows: Freehand, 88; scale, 
90  geometry, 61; model, 23 
10th September 1896 The following will represent the Wairarapa School boys in their match 
against Wellington on Saturday : King (Carterton), Hunter King (Papawai), Walker 
(Masterton), Smart (Carterton), D'Arcy (Masterton),Kempton (Greytown), Chapman 
(Masterton), Fairbrother (Carterton), Deller (Carterton), Johns (Masterton), Merewood 
Carterton), -Spora  (Carterton), Tilson (Greytown), Reside (Masterton), Mcintosh 
(Masterton). 
15th September 1896 Inspector R, Lee recommends the extension of the library system at the 
Masterton school to the infant classes 
Inspector Lee recently paid a flying visit to the Masterton school and reports very favorably 
on it altogether. In conclusion he remarks" The head teacher Mr Jackson takes a full share of 
the work, including many of the class-subjects in the upper standards He is an active  and 
thorough , manager, a good drill, and  an excellent ' teacher of science and singing." 
Mr W. H. Jackson reported to the 5 School Committee last night that Miss ' Munro, who 
some time ago injured her knee-cap by colliding with a fence in the dark, is more seriously 
hurt than at first supposed, and is at present totally unfit , to resume her duties. Great regret 
was expressed at Miss Munro's accident, and it was resolved to apply to the Board for ' a 
substitute teacher, as two teachers are  now absent on account of illness. 
The return of Mr W. Johnston to his position on the Masterton School staff is still very 
uncertain. Two senior teachers are now disabled and the school rs is therefore laboring under 
difficulties,  Mr W. H. Jackson is, however, doing his level best, by multiplying himself as ln 
much as possible, but as his examination comes next month, his hands are pretty full. 
15th September 1896 The children of the Masterton Infant School are preparing a number of 
exhibits for the "Wellington Exhibition. 
15th September 1896 MONTHLY MEETING, The regular monthly meeting of 1 the 
Masterton School Committee was , held last evening. Present: Messrs , E  Feist (chairman), 
C. E. Daniel, P. A. Rive, T. Dixon, A. Vile and W. , Pragnell.  
MINUTES. , The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. :  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit at date of £23 3s,  
SCHOOL REPAIRS. . The Secretary said the only communication from the Education Board 
was a telegram from the  Secretary dated 13th August; stating he had no power to authorise 
any further repairs but would consult the Chairman on his return. : 
 In reply to the Chairman the Head Master said the repairs had been satisfactorily carried out 
with the exception of the spouting.  
REPORTS. , The Headmaster's report showed that with 605 scholars on the roll, the average 
attendance was 494 The report further stated that wet cold weather had interfered with the 
average attendance. The first assistant mistress has been absent for the last fortnight, having 
injured her leg-by a fall. It was probable she would not be able to return for some time. For 
several years the musical marching of the children on entering and leaving has been a 
pleasing feature, and of marked benefit, but the old harmonium now being quite worn out 
another instrument is  needed. A piano would be most useful and could be used at the lectures 
on music given by Mr Robert Parker. He would suggest that if the Committee could see its 
way to find a portion of the money, the Board might be appealed to in the matter,  Resolved 



they lay the matter of a  piano before the Board, and also to ' point out the fact that the school 
is  short of two senior teachers.   
Miss Keeling reported 107 children on the roll, with an average  attendance of 82. ; 
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment:—J.. P. Elliot, MBs  £4 8s. J 
Pybus, £1 2s 6d; C. E, Darnell, £4 2s 11d. 
Mr Daniell pointed out that his account was for small odds and ends running over the last 
three years.  
SHELTER SHEDS. It was resolved to ask the Board to supply the necessary spouting for ' 
the shelter sheds at the Main  School 
A PARENT'S COMPLAINT, Mr C. E. Daniell said a complaint had been made to him 
personally of  a boy being whipped. He did not  think there was anything in the complaint as 
he had ascertained that the boy had misbehaved. Ho had brought the matter forward solely  
because he was of opinion that if a parent had a complaint it should be sent to the Committee 
as a body.  He wished people to understand this and therefore should take no farther  notice 
of the matter,  
The Chairman agreed with Mr Daniell's remarks. 
The Head Teacher said he was glad the matter had come up as it gave him the opportunity of 
explaining to the Committee the difficulty he had in some cases through the  action of. 
parents. In the instance alluded to by Mr Daniell, the boy with others bad played truant to  his 
knowledge to watch a pigeon match, All the other parents admitted that their children had 
been sent to school, but in this instance a note was sent saying the boy was too late, This was 
untrue as the  boy was seen at the pigeon match before school time, and after talking to the 
boy he (the master) had given  him two handers. The boy then left his class and ran home, 
The parent had since sent him (Mr. Jackson) an insulting letter,  
Mr Daniell said the Committee had confidence in Mr Jackson, and were prepared to support 
him, They would also be prepared to do their duty between the master and parents, but 
complaints must be sent in properly to the Committee.  
Several members spoke in support of Mr Daniell; Mr Jackson thanking the Committee for the 
expression of confidence in him, and assuring them that he had endeavoured to always carry 
out his duties and should continue to do so;  
The absentee list was discussed and the meeting adjourned,  
16th September 1896 Miss Isabella" Munro, assistant teacher of the Masterton school, some 
nights ago ran against a fence and hurt her knee so severely that under the most favourable 
circumstances it is expected to be weeks before she can resume work.  
Just out of interest The whole of the 50 subscribers to the Masterton Telephone Exchange 
have (says the Star) paid their entrance fee of £1." The work of putting on the wires will be 
commenced almost immediately 
18th September 1896 Mr W, H. Jackson the popular head master of the Masterton School, 
will this evening deliver a scientific lecture in the Wesleyan Schoolroom under the auspices  
of the Masterton Mutual Improvement Society. The subject will be "Alcohol, its physical and 
chemical properties," and will be illustrated by numerous experiment's. - The meeting will be 
open to the public without charge, and as Mr Jackson's reputation as a lecturer is large there 
should be a crowded attendance. The lecture will commence at eight o'clock 



22nd September 1896 There are now 123 pupils attending the Masterton technical classes. 
Miss Agnes Sage, of Masterton, has been appointed assistant teacher at the Featherston 
School 
24th September 1896 A testimonial is being got up for Miss Agues Sage, by the Masterton 
School children. 
25th September 1896 At the annual meeting of the Masterton School Cricket Club the 
following officers were elected: —Patrons: Members of School Committee; President: Mr W. 
H. Jackson Vice-Presidents: Messrs Darroch, Bunting, and Johnston; Practice Captains: B. 
Chapman, J, Sellar, and T. Hutchison; Secretary; Mr Darroch; Treasurer: Mr Banting; 
Committee: A. Reside, R. Boddington, H. Donald, P. D'Arcy and H. Brown. 
26th September 1896 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
SPECIAL MEETING, Wo are indebted to the Secretary (Mr W. Sellar) for the following 
report:— A special meeting of. the Masterton School Committee was held last  evening 
Present Messrs  Edwin Feist (chairman), W. Pragnell, B. E, Hornblow, A. H Vile, T, Dixon, 
T. Wagg, C. E. Daniell, W. M. Easthope, and P. A Rive, The Chairman explained that the 
meeting was convened for the .purpose of consenting to the transfer of Miss Sage to 
Featherston and to recommend a successor, 
The Secretary read the letter from the Education Board upon the matter. Mr Feist moved, and 
Mr Hornblow  seconded, That this Committee agrees to the action of the Education Board in 
promoting Miss Sage to Featherston on condition that she he allowed to remain in her present 
position until a successor is appointed and enabled to take up the duties at the School as the 
School is already working with two teachers short,"—Carried. 
The question of recommending a successor was next dealt with by Mr Jackson, the head 
master, said he had an application on behalf of John Bennett, of Wellington, , who had been 
selected for employment by the Board for a pupil teachership, He was a very brilliant lad, had 
taken a Board's scholarship, and also the Rhodes scholarship at the Wellington College, He 
strongly recommended that he be appointed as it was desirable that a male teacher should be 
appointed to the school, all the pupil teachers at present being females, The Chairman said he 
had received a telegram not to proceed with recommending anyone for appointment until the 
evening mail from Wellington readied Masterton. The Secretary went for the letters and it 
was found that there was an application for transfer from F, E, Rose, a female pupil teacher in 
the Thorndon School, also an application for transfer for Balfour Kean from Taueru, 
Mr Hornblow expressed the opinion that if it had been known that applications were to be 
considered at this meeting probably several others would have been sent in. He did not like 
anything done which would appear to be of a hole and corner character. He thought it strange 
the Education Board did not advertise that a vacancy would be open in the pupil teaching 
staff, nor were any names submitted by the Board for selection; 
After discussion the Secretary was instructed to place the names of the candidates who 
applied when there was a vacancy recently, upon the list, Mr Easthope said his daughter was 
not at present a candidate as she  had applied for a first year pupil-teachership, and the 
present vacancy he considered should be filled by some one more advanced, 
_ It was decided to take a ballot, and it resulted in Mr John Bennett being selected. 
This was all the business, and the meeting closed, 
26th September 1896 Mr. John Bennett has been recommended as successor to Miss Agnes 
Sage as pupil teacher in the Masterton School. 



29th September 1896 Mr R E. Hornblow, one of the patrons of the Masterton School Cricket 
Club, has presented' a bat to be competed for by the boys during the ensuing year. 
30th September 1896 The Town Lands Trust's "broom paddock " near the Masterton school, 
has been for n long time a source of tribulation to the Trust. But now, under the personal 
superintendence of Mr John Hessey, the land has been cleared in the most complete manner 
and sown in oats. Thanks to Mr Hessey's valuable and highly practical services, a worthless 
piece of land will now be a source of revenue to the Trust, : 
30th September 1896 Wellington Education Board The sum of £10 was voted towards the 
purchase of a piano for the Masterton School, the instrument to be used only by Mr. Robt. 
Parker' when instructing the teachers. 
Leave of absence as granted to Mr. A. N. Burns (Hutt) for two weeks, to Mr. W. Johnston 
(Masterton) until the end of October, and to Miss Dunlop (Levin). In consequence of the very 
satisfactory way in which Miss Wolff has discharged her duties at the Hutt School, it was 
decided to promote her to the position in the same school vacated by Miss King, who is now 
in charge of a Wairarapa School. At the end of 1896 Mary King was not teaching at any 
Wellington Education Board school. Miss Wolff and Mr Burns later came to teach at 
Masterton Mr Burns had married Miss Wolff’s sister 
Inspector Lee was directed to report as to the need for certain works at Pahiatua and 
Masterton. 
2nd October 1896 Miss Sage was the recipient of a handsome present yesterday afternoon on 
the eve of her departure to become assistant mistress at the Featherston School. The 
presentation was made by the Chairman of the Masterton School Committee (Mr E. Feist) 
and consisted of a handsome gold brooch set with diamonds, the gift of the teachers and 
scholars. 
8th October 1896 The annual scholarship examinations for the "Wellington district, will take 
place on Tuesday and Wednesday the 20th and 21st instant. The city and suburban, 
candidates will be examined at the Education Board's building, and the Wairarapa candidates 
in the Masterton School. The following are the entries : — Thorndon School, 14 ; Te Aro, 16 
; Terrace, 16 ; Mount Cook Boys', 12 ; Mount Cook Girls', 10 ; Clyde-quay, 17 ; Newtown, 
28 ; Masterton, 13 ; Petone, 8 ; Greytown, 5; Vogeltown, 4; Pahiatua, 3; Hutt, 3; Kaitara, 
Cross's Creek, Otaki, Kilbirnie, and Johnsonville, 2 each; Taueru, Mangatainoka, Hamua, 
Gladstone, Carterton, Dalefield, Upper Hutt, Taita, Judgeford, Khandallah, Karori, and 
Rintoul-street, 1 each. 
12th October 1896 The examination of the Masterton School commenced this morning. 
13th October 1896 From the present, during the summer months, the Masterton School 
Committee will meet at eight o'clock instead of 7.30 p.m. 
The Head Teacher and Chairman of the Masterton School Committee have been appointed to 
endeavor to arrange for a School excursion to the forthcoming Exhibition at Wellington. 
13th October 1896 MONTHLY MEETING. The  regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, 
T. Wagg, W. H. Easthope, R. E. Hornblow, W. Pragnell, and A. Vile.  
MINUTES. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £4 4s 9d. It was 
stated that £2O capitation wan also due. 



GENERAL The Secretary of the Education Board wrote regretting that no teacher was 
available at present to supply Mr Johnston's place.  
Also that £10 had been granted towards a piano for the singing classes conducted by Mr 
Robert Parker.  
The Chairman said that owing to Miss Munro's unfortunate accident she was still on leave 
under medical treatment at Wellington.  
Mr Jackson said that at present he was working without extra assistance to supply the places 
of the absent teachers. 
MAIN SCHOOL REPORT. The head teacher reported 615 scholars on the roll with an 
average attendance of 532, the wet weather having interfered with the average. However, the 
school was now entitled to another pupil teacher. The report also stated that Miss Munro's 
condition does not appear to be improving, and strongly endorsed the application for leave. 
Mr Johnston had been granted leave of absence till the end of this month, and it was probable 
he may not be well enough to resume work at that time. The working of the school was 
seriously affected by the absence  of the two teachers." , 
Mr Jackson explained to the ' Chairman that the School was staffed for an average of 460, 
and they now had an average of over 510, which entitled them to an increase. He did not 
think they could continue working the School with two senior teachers short. He had referred 
the matter to the Inspector and probably Mr Lee would see some way out of the difficulty. 
The Chairman said he did not know what they could do, as application had been made for 
assistance. He thought they should make application for the extra pupil teacher on account of 
increased attendance, as Mr Jackson suggested, and also remind the Board of the position -of 
the present teaching staff. 
This course was decided-on. The Chairman moved that Mr Balfour Kean be recommended 
for appointment. Mr Pragnell seconded the motion. Mr Hornblow moved as an amendment 
that Miss F. Rose be appointed. She was highly recommended by Mr Mowbray, of the  
Thorndon School Mr Kean was now in employment at the Taueru.  
Mr Pragnell thought they should give local applicants a chance.   
Mr Hornblow said Miss Rose was local candidate; her parents were "residing on the Upper 
Plain”.  
Mr Jackson said he had no recommendation to make, both the pupil teachers being equally 
strong and ranking the same.  
The Chairman said that so far they did not know they would get anyone appointed.  
Mr Hornblow thought they ought to throw the vacancy—if there was one—open to all and 
invite applications.  
Mr Daniell thought they had to study the School, not candidates.  
Mr Hornblow moved as a further amendment that applications be invited, if the Board's 
Secretary considers the School entitled to a teacher. This was only fair to the absent 
members, and to possible applicants.  Mr Hornblow's amendments not being seconded, the 
resolution was put and carried, Mr Hornblow dissenting.  
Mr Vile suggested the forming of a list of pupil teachers to make a selection in case of future 
vacancies. After  discussion it was resolved to ask the Board to revive the old system of a 
Pupil Teachers' Selection Committee to consist of the Head Teachers, inspectors and 
members of the Board representing the Wairarapa. 



INFANT SCHOOL. Miss Keeling reported an average attendance of eighty-four for the 
month, with ninety-nine on the roll. During the month the scholars having collected £l5 6s 
towards a piano, Miss Keeling asked the Committee to make a grant, as she would then be  
able, with the help of an entertainment, to make up the required sum, Miss Keeling also 
recommended that Miss Johnston be granted a week's leave of absence, to allow her to attend 
her sister's wedding. On the motion of the Chairman, who explained that Miss Johnston's 
elder sister was to be married at Kaiapoi next week, leave was granted. 
PIANOS. The Chairman thought the Committee should assist such a laudable object as the 
procuring of a piano for the Infant School. He would therefore invite members to subscribe. 
With regard to the piano for the Main School, Mr Jackson said Mr B. Parker had 
recommended the purchase of a very suitable instrument could be obtained for £40, the piano 
being in excellent condition and having cost £70. He thought he could guarantee to raise £10 
by subscriptions, and something might be got for the old harmonium,  
Mr Jackson was granted permission to issue subscription cards, and it was resolved that the 
Education Board's grant be handed to Mr Jackson as the nucleus of a piano fund,  
On the motion of Mr Daniell, . seconded by Mr Feist, it was resolved to grant' Miss Keeling 
£5 towards the Infant School piano.  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment:—S. and W. Mackay, 17s 
6d; J, P, Elliott, £1 18s; E, T. Holmes, £4 7s 3d.  
Mr T. Dixon was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned. 
14th October 1896 The Masterton School Committee has decided to apply to the Education 
Board for another pupil "teacher, and recommend the appointment of Mr. Balfour Kean, of 
Taueru. 
16th October 1896 In addressing the scholars of the  higher standards at the conclusion of the  
examination at the Masterton School, , Inspector Lee spoke very highly of the work of the 
school, some of which he said, was unusually strong. He told scholars and staff he was 
pleased to be able to say the school had thoroughly maintained its prestige as one of the very 
best in the whole district. The usual  holiday was granted to-day 
16th October 1896 MASTERTON SCHOOL 
THE EXAMINATION PASS LIST. The annual examination of the Masterton Schools was 
concluded yesterday by Inspectors Lee and Fleming. The results are exceptionally good and 
reflect very great credit on Mr W. H. Jackson, the Headmaster, and his excellent staff of 
teachers. Mr Jackson is undoubtedly  the right man in the right place and we are fortunate in 
being able to retain his services in the position he holds. Long experience and a kindly 
interesting the individual welfare of his scholars is doubtless largely responsible for the 
success of bis methods. On this occasion the School is to be more particularly congratulated 
on the high pass results as it has been handicapped with a short staff (two of the principal 
teachers being disabled through sickness) and also with a very largely increased average 
attendance, The following are the lists of those scholars who succeeded in passing' 
STANDARD I. '  Boys.—Thomas Allsworth, Herbert Braggins, Bernard Byrn, Percy 
Crawford, John Curham, John Christensen, Allan Cave, Andrew Fraser, William Harding, 
Ransom Harding, Herbert Hewitt, Richmond Hooper, Edgar Joyce, Arthur Jones, George 
Morris, Clarence Morris, Leonard Norman, Ernest Osman, Wilfred Rigg, Geoffrey 
Robertson, Donald Ross, Lewis Spackman, George Smith,' Alfred Tricker, George 
Thompson, Ernest Tooby, Lewis Welch, Rupert Morrison, David Easthope, John Coradine, 



Basil Keith, Walter Sayer, Bertie Sewell, Richard Williams, John Lynn, Arthur Donald, 
Cornelius Leahy, William Keeble, Harry Pickett, Bertie Jackson, Melville Lyons, Henry 
Braggins, Frederick Tierney, Stanley Cresswell, Frank Spackman, Leslie Israel.  
Girls.—Bessie Budd, Jessie Budd, Phyllis Chisholm, Mary Coy, Ruby Dixon, Agues Eves, 
Ivy Forman, Jane Falls, Gladys Gray, Beatrice Holmes, Violet Hounslow, May Jackson, Elsie 
Jones, Idalia Lyons, Eva Lee, Alice Mitchell, Edith Mitchell, Louisa Marsh, Myra 
Rasmussen, Madeline Reside, Eva O'Meara, Bertha Williams, Effie  Dixon, Alma Jensen, 
Amy Jones, Olive Mackay, Mabel Sutton, Annie Wilton, Frances Reardon, Jane Sewell, Fay 
Hogg, Elsie Smith, Barbara Bookman, Lucy Ngatuere, Nettie Hooper, Lily Oliver, Gladys 
Smith, Iris Mandel, Lily Jones, Ernestine Keisenberg,  
STANDARD II. Boys—Harry Allen, James Baker, Frank Braggins, Rholda  Beetham, 
Thomas Chandler, Allan Dixon, Leonard Daniell. Norman Fielding, George Grantham, 
Leonard Hooper, Nathaniel Hooper, Sydney Harris, Edgar Hawke, Robert Hector, Charles 
Ibbetson, Robert Jones, Bertram Johns, Horace Joyce, George Jacobs, Graham Johnston, 
John Kite, Otto Keisenberg, Alfred Langley, Hugh Miller, Willie Morris, Ruxton Mander , 
Bertie Percy, Alfred Parkes, Leonard Prentice, John Pickett, Tom Pickett, Ernest Parsons, 
James Russell, Jack Skipper, Bertie Temple, Percy Temple, James Tait, Sydney White, Ralph 
Wheeler, Frank Wickens.  
Girls.-Laura Arnold, Sophia Allen, Alice Budd, Arley Castle, May Castle, Florrie Cox, Ethel 
Cooper, Emma Dixon, Olive Dixon, Florence Deane, Ethel Daniell, Maud Elliot, Amy 
Hunter, Ivy Hooper, Ivy Iorns, Lizzie Johnston, Ida King, Annie King, Rosina Keeble, Dora 
La Roche, Blanche Mackay, Emily Morris, Ida Maxted, Alice Montgomery, Robina Robb, 
Elsie Richards, Muriel Rive, Ellen Reid, Madge Scott, Sybil Styles, Ethel Treen, Elsie 
Truscott, Ella Townsend, Bessie Vowless, Edith Wellington, Harriet Williams, Annie 
Williams, Olive Wintringham, Evelyn Warner, Ivy Welch,  
STANDABD III. Boys.—George Baker, Albert Billington, Arthur Le Boutillier, Walter 
Cook, Alfred Corbett, John Fowler, Arthur , Fellingham, Reginald Green, John Goodall, Eric 
Hutchison, Hector Harrison, Reginald Iorns, Leslie Jago, Norman Jones, George Jones, 
Frederick leeks, Arthur La Roche, Archie Pragnell, Arthur Rigg, Harold Reynolds, Charles 
Reside, Joseph Robins, Rupert Sutton, Clarence Smith, Wilfred Smith, Harold Williams, 
Alfred Watson, Herbert Whitt, George Wishart , Ethelbert Welch, 
Girls.—Ellen Andrew, Annie Alexander, Emma Byrn, Mary Bentley, Lily Beere, Lizzie 
Budd, Nellie Cave, Eva  Christensen, Emilia Collotte, Alice Coubourne, Fanny Dixon, 
Margaret Deane, Blanche Easthope, Violet Elley, Edith Exell, Lizzie Forman, Blanche 
Gapper, Annie Hounslow, Maud Hawke, Amy Holdaway, Olive Harrison, Iva Haskell, 
Virtue Ingram, May Jensen, Ethel Lyons/Wallace Pinkerton, Mabel Rigg, Jane Robertson, 
Flora Ross, Edith Soblofski, Agnes Temple, Emma Treen, Ruby yon Keisenberg, Gertrude 
Williams, Lizzie Williamson, Maggie Williamson.  
STANDARD IV. Boys. Frank Andrews, Ottiwell Bremner, Ingham Coradine . Archie 
Daniel), Charles Gillespie, Harry Gorringe, Neil Gray, Norman Hatch, Richard Jago, Robert 
Henry, Percy Holmes, William Iorns, Charles Jensen, John Kingdon, Kenneth Keith, Walter 
Leo, Malcolm Mackay, William Moffitt, Ernest Marsh, Horace Monk, William Norman, 
Joseph Nicholls, William Pinhey, Vincent Richards, Clarence Hoys, William Reid, 
Vandermere Robinson, Robert Russell, Charles Winter,  



Girls. Amy Andrews, Gertrude Apperley, Roberta Bowser, Alice Bartlett, Florrie Castle, 
Angelina Cote, Dora Christensen, Anna Curham, Florence D'Arcy, Agnes Dixon, Vera. 
Dixon, Agnes Hogg, Mabel Haskell Violet Hewitt, Eva Hooper, Ella Ibbetson, Olive Iorns, 
Irene Mander, Hermie Mackay, Beatrice McLachlan, Maud Morris, Winnie Nicholls, Annie 
Rive, Agnes Robb, Kate Wallis, Connie Ward. .  
STANDABD V. '  Boys.—Alex. Adams, John Alexander, Chas, Ayson, Hugh Ayson,  Bruce 
Brown, Arthur Beere, Leonard Carey, Leslie Chisholm, Fred Cole, Albert Donald, Wm. 
Easthope, Herbert Green, Leslie Holdaway, Augustus Iorns, Bennett Iorns, Howard Jackson, 
Wm. Jackson, John Jacobs, Ernest Johns, Crawford Johnston, William King, Wm. 
Keisenberg, Leonard Nicol, Montague Pearn, Walter Radford, Edward Richards, Alex. Ross, 
Arthur Styles, Roy Townsend, Wm. King Te Tau, Arthur Williams, John Montgomery.  
Girls. —Ethel Andrew, Lily Byford, Beatrice Braggins, Edith Carpenter, Hilda Corbett, 
Jessie Dorreen, Annie Elliotte, Mary Easthope, May Johnston, Eva Jones, May McCormack, 
May Mander , Leone Montgomery, Kathleen O'Connor, Maggie Payton, Maud Ransome, 
Eva Rigg, Emily Rive, Lizzie Shepherd, Louisa Smith, Maggie Smith, Ada Stone, Marie 
Tayler; Ethel Ward, Lottie Wickens, Annie Wellington, Lily Wellington, Zillah Coubourne. ' 
STANDARD' . Boys.—Milton Alpass, William Apperley, Harold Brown, Bert Chapman, 
Hadlow Chisholm. Herbert Cross, Harley Donald, Fred D'Arcy, Robert Hunter, William 
Heggie, Alexander Keith, James Kingdon, Leopold Mandel, James McCormack, Ivan 
O'Connor, James Payne, Hugh Perry, Charles Presswood, Pat Reardon, Alex. Reside, Joseph 
Snell, Horace Walker, Clarence Williams, Ivanhoe Wintringham.  
Girls.—Flora Crawford, Annie Christensen, Lena Dixon, Winnie Daniell, Laura Eves, Ruth 
Henry, Dorcas Ingram, Lenna Iorns, Clara Keisenberg, Emily Mitchell, Annie Mitchell, 
Florence Monk, Emily Marsh, Edith Peterson, Ida Perry, Amy Pickering, May? 
29th October 1896 The appointment of a pupil-teacher at the Masterton School was the cause 
of two communications received by the Education Board yesterday, ono from the Masterton 
Committee, recommending the appointment of Balfour Kean to the position, and the other 
from the Taueru Committee, pointing out the inconvenience to that school if Mr Kean was 
removed from his position as pupil teacher. The Chairman announced that the appointment 
had been filled by the transfer of the senior  teacher from the infant school at Masterton. 
29th October 1896 Miss Munro, of the Masterton school, who recently met with an accident, 
has been granted leave of absence until able again to take up her work, 
4th November 1896 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
EXAMINATION IN DRAWING. The results of the Drawing Examination at the Masterton  
Public School, held on the second of last September, are just to hand. A very creditable fact 
in connection with the examination is that there is a greater number of passes than at any 
previous examination in the School's' history and a very large percentage of the successful 
candidates have received special mention. The names of those obtaining pusses are as 
under:—  
Freehand, Harriet Allen, Amy Andrews, John Alexander, William Apperley, Flora Crawford, 
Anna Curham, Leslie Chisholm, Hilda Corbett, Edith Carpenter, Kate Easthope, Laura Eves, 
William Easthope, Lizzie Forman, Blanche Gapper, William Heggie, Stanley Hutchison, 
Robert Hunter, Era Hooper, Leslie Holdaway, Bennett Iorns, Augustus Iorns, Willie Iorns, 
Howard Jackson, Ernest Johns, May Johnston, May Jensen, James Kingdon, John Kingdon, 
William Keisenberg, William King, James McCormack, Beatrice McLachlan, Winnie 



Nicholls, Leonard Nicol, George Payne, Montague Pearn, Maggie Payton, Vandermere   
Robinson, Joseph Snell, Louise Smith, Ella Truscott, Ivanhoe Wintringham, Jennie Watson, 
Horace Walker, Kate Wallis, Lottie Wickens, Lily Wellington, Annie Wellington, Herbert 
Whitt, George Wishart, Ethelbert Welch (good), Ruby Wintringham. 
Geometry—Arthur Allsworth, William Apperley (good), Fred Allen, Ottiwell Bremner, 
George Broom, Reginald Boddington, Anna Curham, Herbert Cross, James Coradine, Fred 
D’Arcy, Archibald Daniell, Thomas Flaws, Donald Finlayson, Charles Gillespie (good), 
Olive Iorns, Willie Iorns (good), Richard Jago, Alexander Keith, James Kingdon, James La 
Roche, Horace Monk, Harold Mcintosh (good), Malcolm McKay (good), Beatrice 
McLachlan (good), Winnie Nicholls, Joseph Nicholls, Ryan O'Connor, George Payne 
(excellent), Hugh Perry (good), Charles Presswood (excellent), Clarence Boys, (good), 
Vandemere  . Robinson, Alex. Reside (good), Vincent Richards, William Reid Robert Russell 
(good), Herbert Vibert (good), Ivanhoe Wintringham (good), Horace Walker (excellent), 
Clarence Williams, Kate Wallis, Charles Winter. 
Scale. —Ethel Andrew, Hugh Ayson, Bruce Brown, Beatrice Braggins, Phoebe Butler 
(excellent), Lily Byford, Arthur Beere, Bert Chapman (good), Annie Christensen, Flora 
Crawford (excellent), Leslie Chisholm (excellent), Hilda Corbett, Edith Carpenter (excellent), 
Alfred Cade, Leonard Carey (excellent,, Fred Cole (good), Zillah Couborne (good), Annie 
Cave (good), Jessie Dorreen, Lena Dixon, Kate Easthope (excellent), Laura Eves, William 
Easthope (good), Annie Elliotte (excellent!, Mary Easthope, Thomas Flairs (excellent), 
Herbert Green (good), Leslie Holdaway (good), William Heggie (excellent), Stanley 
Hutchison (excellent), Ruth Henry (excellent), Nelly Hogg, Dorcas Ingram, Bennett Iorns 
(good), Rose Ingram, Howard Jackson (good), Ernest Johns (excellent), May Johnston 
(good), John Jacobs (excellent), Katie Jones, William King, Annie Mitchell, Florence Monk 
(excellent), Emily Mitchell (excellent), John Montgomery, Leonard Nicol (excellent), Eva 
O'Connor, Amy Pickering, Montague Pearn, Edith Peterson (good), James Payton, Maggie 
Payton, May Reynolds, Maggie Robertson (good), Kathleen Robins, Walter Radford (good), 
Edward Richards (good), Charles Ross, Eva Rigg, Louise Smith (good), Eva Shepherd, 
Lizzie Shepherd, Maggie Smith, Annie Shaw, Ella Truscott (good), Marie Tayler, Roy 
Townsend, Wi King To Tau (excellent), Elizabeth Tayler, Jennie Watson (good), Lottie 
Wickens, Lily Wellington, Annie Wellington, Ruby  Wintringham, Arthur Williams, Ethel 
Ward (good).  
Model—Phoebe Butler, Harold Brown, Hadlow Chisholm (excellent), Lena Dixon 
(excellent), Harley Donald (excellent), Nellie Hogg (good), James Kingdon, Florence Monk 
(good), Ivan O'Connor, Edith Peterson (good), Maggie Robertson, Pat Reardon, Eliza 
Robieson (good), Joseph Snell, James Sellar (good), Ivanhoe Wintringham, Ruby 
Wintringham, Ethel Wilton, Rosa Waite (excellent). 
 
11th November 1896 Miss Munro, of the Masterton School is still in the Wellington  Hospital. 
Mr W. Johnston has so far recovered from his recent illness as to be able to resume duties at 
the Masterton School. 
The Traffic Manager of the Welling-ton-Wairarapa Railway (Mr T. E. Donne) has informed 
the Masterton School Committee that he cannot yet fix a probable date for the suggested 
school excursion from Masterton to the Exhibition but will keep the Committee's letter in 
view. 



11th November 1896 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was 
held last evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), R. E. Hornblow, C. E. Daniell, W. M. 
Easthope, T. Dixon, P. A. Hive, A. Vile and T. Wagg.  
MINUTES. The minutes of last meeting were read and continued. treasurer's report. The 
Treasurer reported a credit of £l8 15s 9d at date. 
PUPIL, TEACHERS. The Secretary to the Education Board wrote with regard to the 
appointment  of pupil teachers. The Chairman said they were in some  difficulty. Mr Jackson 
had informed him that the School did not  require another pupil teacher but someone to take 
Miss Munro’s place. He thought under the circumstances it would be as well to explain the 
matter more fully to the Education Board and delay calling applications for pupil teachers for 
the present. Mr Jackson explained that the School now had its full complement of pupil 
teachers and on' Miss Munro's return they would have one more pupil teacher than entitled to. 
The Chairman moved that it be explained to the Board that temporary assistance only was 
required, during Miss Munro's absence.  
Mr Daniell asked under what conditions Miss Easthope had been appointed. They had had 
some wrangling over these matters. He did not speak in opposition to the appointment, but 
only on the general bearing of the matter. It appeared that in this instance the Committee had 
been ignored, With regard to the motion be would prefer to  see the Committee take what the 
Board offered. '  
Mr Dixon seconded the motion. 
Mr Daniell moved, as an amendment-, that the Board's offer be accepted and that Miss Eliza 
Wallis, as suggested by the Chairman and Head Teacher, be recommended for  the position, 
Mr Hornblow seconded the motion which was carried. 
In reply to Mr Darnell's question with regard to Miss Easthope's appointment  the Chairman 
said he was quits unable to say how the appointment had been made.  
Mr Daniell said all would give him credit for acting straightforwardly. He had heard that an 
individual Committeeman—Mr East-hope-had stated that he (Mr Easthope) had "flouted" the 
Committee and nobody knew how it was done. 
Mr Easthope: "You are not speaking the truth. Sir!"  
Mr Daniell said he had heard so, and therefore brought the matter up to give Mr Easthope an 
opportunity of explaining. 
Mr Easthope said there was not a word of truth in the matter. He knew no more about his 
daughter's appointment than the Chairman himself. 
Mr Hornblow regretted the discussion. He knew Mr Easthope had been surprised at the 
appointment of his daughter, and he did not think it fair to attack Mr Easthope.  
Mr Daniell: "Am I attacking Mr Easthope ?"  
Mr Easthope: "You've been attacking me all along!"  
Mr Daniell: " Oh." ;  
The Chairman said he bad beard reports but had taken no notice of them. He thought they had 
better let the matter drop. Mr Daniell had asked a question and he had replied that he knew 
nothing of the appointment.  
Mr Easthope said he knew as little about it as the Chairman.  
Mr Vile said there was the question as to whether the Committee was to be consulted in these 
appointments or not.  



Mr Dixon thought that the Board had recommended Miss Easthope as the next on the 
Committee's selection list.  
Mr Daniell said he had no wish to oppose 'Miss Easthope's appointment  
Mr Easthope: "You have no power to do it."  
Mr Daniell said he had a duty to do as a Committeeman and be intended to do it. ' Miss 
Easthope’s appointment was irregular in method and he thought an explanation should be 
asked. Had Mr Vile not referred to this matter as to whether the Committee was to be 
disregarded, he should have done so.  
Mr Vile then moved that the Board be asked to explain the method of a recent appointment of 
a pupil teacher to the School.  Mr Daniell seconded and the motion was carried. 
MAIN SCHOOL. The Head Teacher reported "I have the honour to submit the following 
report for the past month roll, 585; average attendance, 524; percentage of attendance, 90. 
The annual examination was concluded on the 15th ultimo. The usual Inspectors holiday was 
granted on the 10th. The Inspector's report will reach you in due course. The examination for 
scholarships took place in the School on the 20th and 21st ultimos. In connection with the 
scholarship question I wish the Trust Lands Trustees could be induced to offer subsidiary 
scholarships equal in value to those granted by the Education Board, to Masterton winners of 
Board scholarships. This would make a scholarship worth £63 a year, and would give the 
poorest child in the school a chance of obtaining secondary education. On the 1st instant Mr 
W Johnston, returned to his duties, having been on sick leave since June last. On the former 
date Miss Arnold took up her duties, having been transferred from the Infant School. Miss 
Munro is now the only member of the staff absent, and she has received from the Board leave 
of absence until able to resume work. On Thursday afternoon last an accident occurred in the 
playground after school. Some little girls were playing, and one of them, Ruby Haskell, ran 
into a swing and received a severe cut on the forehead. With the help of Mr John 
Montgomery, who kindly placed his trap at my disposal I at once conveyed her home. I am 
pleased to say she-is making rapid progress towards recovery. Regarding the school 
excursion I have been requested to arrange with the Committee for it to take place as early as 
possible, so that the Christmas trade of the business people of the town may not be affected to 
such an extent as would be the case were the excursion to take place near the Christmas 
holidays. I have written to the Traffic Manager asking if the 27th inst will be a suitable day 
for the Department but have as yet received no reply.—l am, sir, etc., "W. H. Jackson 
Headmaster.  
Mr Jackson strongly advocated the committee urging the Town Lands Trustees to increase 
the subsidiary scholarship to £30 per annum.  
The thought the trustees had the matter in their hands.  
Mr Dixon thought it desirable a fixed sum should should he set apart by the Trust. 
Mr Jackson thought it undesirable that parent# should have to go to the Trust and plead 
poverty for assistance.  
On the motion of Mr Dixon, it was resolved that the Trust be asked to set aside £30 per 
annum as a subsidiary scholarship for any Masterton district scholar who might gain a Board 
scholarship. The motion was carried, 
 INFANT SCHOOL, Miss Keeling reported "I have the honour to present the usual monthly 
on the Infant School. Miss Arnold, having been transferred to the other school. left me on 
October 22nd, and Miss Easthope commenced duties in the Infant School on the same date. 



The school was closed on Friday 6th inst,, and Monday 9th inst. There are now 103 names on 
the roll, the average for the month being eighty-five. 
 GENERAL The absentee list was fully discussed, and it was resolved to take action against 
certain parents, under the compulsory clauses of the Education Act.  
Mr Easthope was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned. 
18th November 1896 The examination of the papers sent in for the scholarships offered by the 
Education Board have been finished, and the scholarships will be awarded .at the next 
meeting of the Board. The following are the marks gained by candidates : — Wairarapa 
Candidates. — Charles J. Shannahan, Pahiatua, 531 ; Annie Haigh, Greytown, 521 ; Arthur 
B. Wilson,' Mangatainoka, 512 ; Albert Tocker, Greytown, 491 ; Harold Brown, Masterton, 
466 ; Emily Udy, Greytown, 463 ; Phoebe Butler, Masterton, 447 ; Alex. Keith, Masterton, 
439 ; Leopold Mandel, Masterton, 439 ; Laura Wakeman,' Pahiatua, 387; Nellie Hogg, 
Masterton, 386 ; Eliza Robieson, Masterton, 386. Three scholarships of the annual value of 
£30 each are allotted to this division, and will probably be awarded to the first three 
candidates 
23rd November 1896 Mr W. Sellar, Secretary to the Masterton School Committee, has 
received the following letter from Mr T. E. Donne,' Traffic Manager on the Wellington 
Section  
Sir, referring to your proposed school excursion I have seen Mr S. Brown, President of the 
Wellington Industrial Exhibition who has promised to let me know this week, on what date it 
would suit the Exhibition Committee to receive the Masterton School Children. We 
understand it is intended to provide some amusements and refreshments for school children 
generally. As soon as I hear from Mr Brown I will write to you fixing a date for your 
excursion, which will probably be during the first week in December. Will you please inform 
Mr W. H. Jackson —T. E. Donne, Traffic Manager." 
26th November 1896 Wellington Education Board With regard to a letter from the Masterton 
School Committee, asking to be allowed to appoint a pupil teacher, the Board declined to 
allow the appointment, but agreed to give favourable consideration to any nomination by the 
committee 
27th November 1896  
It is expected about the same number as last year will take part in the Masterton School 
excursion, on December 3rd 
A meeting of the Masterton School Committee was called for last evening to arrange about 
the coming excursion  to the Wellington exhibition, The members present were Messrs Feist, 
Daniell and Easthope, It was resolved  that similar arrangements be made  to those of last 
year for carrying out the excursion; that the time of starting and return be advertised; that it 
be clearly understood that the excursion will not be a stop-over excursion, but will return on 
the evening of the third December, that tickets will be sold by Mr W. H, Jackson to parents 
and scholars till the evening of Tuesday, December 1st, after which Mr W. Sellar will sell 
tickets; that a teacher or member of the School Committee, or other competent person be 
placed in charge of each carriage 
 
1st December 1896 Tickets for the Masterton School excursion may now be obtained from Mr 
W. Sellar, 



2nd December 1896 To-morrow the Masterton school children will pay a visit to the 
Exhibition. 
3rd December 1896 The Masterton School Children, to the number of 500, came to 
Wellington by special train this morning, and were landed close to the Exhibition building. A 
large number of them visited the Exhibition, and this afternoon greatly enjoyed the action 
songs and Maypole dances by Mrs. Francis's Mount Cook Infant School children and the 
lantern views by Mr. Seager. Needless to say, also, ' Punch and Judy was a great attraction. 
4th December 1896 The annual examination of the pupil teachers in the service of the 
Wellington Education Board will be held in Masterton and Wellington on Friday and 
Saturday, 18th and 19th instants, beginning at 10 a.m. each day. Where school work cannot 
be carried on in consequence of the teacher leaving to attend the examination, the Board has 
directed that those particular schools may break up for the Christmas vacation on Thursday, 
the 17th December, instead of Friday, the 18th 
5th December 1896 The Masterton School excursion passed off without accident and was 
altogether a pleasant outing 
8th December 1896 he Masterton school breaks up. for the Christmas holidays on Friday, 
December 18th and not the 11th December as stated on Saturday last. 
15th December 1896 THE SCHOLARSHIP DISTRIBUTION. 
HOW THE PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AFFECT MASTERTON. 
Referring to the question of scholarships in his report to the Masterton School Committee last 
night, Mr W. H. Jackson pointed out that it was intended by the Education Board that 
scholars of the Masterton School are no longer to be allowed to compete for the scholarships 
allowed to the Wairarapa but will have to compete with the children of the Wellington 
Schools. This, Mr Jackson points out, will be prejudicial to' the interests of the children (1) as 
the examinations are conducted by different persons; (2) that City children are able to 
commence school at an earlier age, as most of them live in close proximity to the School; and 
educationally they mature  earlier; (3) that life in the City quickens the powers of observation 
and intelligence, thus giving them an. advantage over country rivals. Mr Daniell said in view 
of this it was highly necessary to get a man to represent Masterton properly on the Education 
Board. They ought to keep this matter well in view. Mr Hornblow said there was no doubt 
that Mr Jackson had pointed  out the position correctly. He thought these reasons should be 
placed before the Board, showing the unfairness of the proposal.  
Mi' C E. Daniell moved that the Education Board be asked to not unduly handicap Masterton 
in re; ' arranging the scholarships. 
 Mr Hornblow thought the matter a most important one. He would be in favor of stating the 
reasons mentioned by Mr Jackson.  
Mr Vile supported Mr Hornblow's remarks, except with regard to Mr Jackson's third reason, 
Resolved  that the Chairman, Mr Hornblow and Mr Daniell be appointed to draft  up a 
recommendation to the Board,  
15TH December  1896 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), P. 
A. Rive, W. Pragnell, T. Wagg, W. M. Easthope, C. E. Daniell, A. Vile and R. E. Hornblow. 
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £1 5s 1d, with £45 from the Town Lands 
Trust and capitation due at the end of the' month.  



The Secretary to the Town Lands Trustees wrote, asking the Committee's views with regard 
to fixing a name for a subsidiary scholarship in the event of it being founded.  
Mr Daniell said the Trust's idea was, if possible, to gain a special favour, and by 
amalgamating a Board scholarship with the Town Lands Trust subsidiary scholarship, make 
the amount sufficient for a full term. 
Considerable discussion ensued; after which it was moved that the Committee would be 
pleased if the Trust will name a scholarship and award it to the Masterton district scholar 
gaining the highest marks at the annual scholarship examinations.  
Mr Vile thought the question of need of assistance should be considered. He understood the 
idea was to encourage the children of poor people to compete.  
Mr Daniell strongly objected to any question of poverty or riches being introduced. They did 
not wish the winner to come cap in hand begging for favours.  
Messrs Easthope and Wagg thought the question of circumstances too hard to define. 
Mr Hornblow brought up the question of private schools. It was pointed out that the Trust 
would discuss that matter. The resolution was then carried.  
The Education Board wrote stating that pupil teachers would be appointed as required from 
the applicants on the Board's list. Also that' Miss Wallis would be appointed to the first 
vacancy. 
Mr Daniell said that he had asked a pointed question at last meeting with regard to an 
appointment. Injustice to all he wished to explain that he had put the same question to the 
Secretary of the Education Board, who had informed him that after Miss Johnston's 
appointment Miss Easthope was the candidate next on the Committee's list, and this was the 
reason of her selection. He had mentioned the matter to clear up the suggestion of underhand 
work in the matter, which has got abroad.  
The Head Teacher reported 580 scholars on the roll with an average attendance of 485, the 
percentage being 82. The funds for the school piano are expected to be raised. Miss Munro 
returned to her duty on the 7th inst.  
Resolved that the Chairman and Head-teacher  arrange the basis of prize-giving.  
Resolved that the sum of £5 be expended in tarring the playground.  
Mr Easthope reported that a border was required at the Victoria-street School to keep the 
gravel path from encroaching on the grass.—Resolved that the work be done at a cost of not 
more than £I.  
Resolved that the Education Board be asked to supply six new closet pans.  
It was resolved that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to the Railway Department, the 
teachers, Exhibition Committee, Mr W. Sellar, and all concerned in the management of the 
late School excursion.  
Mr E. Feist was appointed visiting member and the meeting went into Committee. 
15th December 1896 SCHOOL TEACHER THEIR EMPLOYMENT AS POLLING 
CLERKS. At last night's meeting of the Masterton School Committee, Mr Vile said it has 
been brought under Ins notice that several teachers had been enrolled as deputy officers at the 
last general election, before it was known that there would be a holiday. Considerable 
dissatisfaction had been expressed that teachers in the district getting regular pay should have 
obtained these positions, while equally competent persons who really wanted the work were 
walking the street. The Chairman said he had heard remarks on the matter and was glad the 
matter had been brought np. He had beard, however, that the teachers had been asked to take 



the positions by the Returning Officer. Mr Jackson said this was so; the teachers, he 
understood, had been offered the positions and had accepted them on condition that there was 
a holiday. He also understood it was on economical  grounds.  
Mr Hornblow said he had heard the Board intended to stop the amount from the teachers' pay. 
Mr Easthope moved that the Committee disapprove of the appointment of school, teachers as 
poll clerks and deputy returning officers. 
Mr Vile seconded the motion, Mr Rive was in favour of the resolution. The employment of 
teachers in such work was wrong in principle. Mr Daniell said he understood that the school 
teachers had been appointed oil economical grounds and be therefore should oppose the 
motion as unnecessarily interfering with the Returning Officer. Mr Hornblow said the 
employment of teachers in the country might be all right, but it was wrong in principle as 
regards the towns. The Chairman said he should oppose the resolution as he did not think the 
representations before the Committee sufficiently important to warrant the Committee taking 
action. The resolution was then put and carried, Messrs Wagg, Feist and Daniell voting 
against it. 
18th December 1896 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
ATTENDANCE PRIZES. The Masterton Public School closed yesterday afternoon at 3.30 
for the Summer vacation, Prizes for attendance were distributed by the Chairman of the 
School Committee, Mr E. Feist, Mr C. E, Daniell (another member of the Committee) also 
being present. Sixty-two prizes were given out of £5 granted by the Town Lands Trustees, 
The names of the winners are 
Standard VII.—1st Class prizes Harold Brown, Howard E. Jackson, Bert Chapman, 
Alexander Keith, James Kingdon, Bennett Iorns, Arthur Williams, Alexander Reside, Annie 
Cave, Emily Michel, Ethel Ward. 2nd Class-Dorcas Ingram, Louise Smith. 
Standard Vl.—1st Class—Bruce Brown, William King,- Harriet Allen, May Johnston, 
Maggie Smith, 2nd Class—Herbert Greene. 
Standard V.-1st Class—Ingham  Coradine, John Kingdon, Kenneth Keith, Vincent Richards, 
Robert Russell, Anna Curham, Katie Jones, 2nd Class-Rose Ingram, Winnie Nicholls, Kate 
Wallis, Gertrude Apperley.  
Standard IV.—1st Class—Rupert Sutton, Herbert Whitt, Nellie Cave, Margaret Curham, 
Maude Hawke, Annie Hounslow. 2nd Class Charles Reside, Flora Ross, Virtue Ingram. 
Standard III .-1st Class-Alfred Parkes, Sydney White, Sydney Harris, Joseph Reardon, May 
Castle, Ivy Iorns, Annie King. 2nd Class Leonard Daniell, Leonard Prentice, Amy Hunter. 
Standard II—1st Class—Allan Cave, Basil Keith, Ernest Tooby, John Curham, Mabel Sutton. 
2nd Class—Jack Coradine, Herbert Hewitt, George Smith, Idalia Lyons, Gladys Smith. 
Standard 1, —2nd Class-Albert Le Comte. Infants.—1st Class—Josie Curham, 2nd Class—
Carl Andrickson. 
23rd December 1896 Messrs W. H. Jackson and W T. Grundy started from Masterton this 
morning on a cycling trip to New Plymouth. 
28th December 1896 Spouting is to be put on the shelter  sheds at the Masterton school 
26th January 1896 During the late vacation—two schoolmasters abroad—Messrs W. H. 
Jackson of Masterton and' W. T, Grundy of Wellington, rode through to Auckland oh their 
bicycles, without mishap. They were brother in Laws 
 
 



William Waite was born circa 1839, probably in London. A William Waite is resident of a 
charitable school in London on both the 1841 and 1851 censuses, and subsequently 
disappears, this is probably our man. 
By 1861 he is already a certificated teacher, teaching in the village of Hayes in Kent. He 
subsequently enrols in London University in 1864, despite finishing highly (20th Wrangler) it 
doesn't appear he actually graduated. 
The next few years are a mystery, a William Waite is resident in Otahuhu in 1868, this could 
quite likely be our William. More certainly a William Waite is teaching at Hawthorn 
Grammar School Melbourne, in 1870, he doesn't last long there however and by 1871 he is 
Headmaster of the St Matthews School in Auckland, affiliated with St Matthews Church. He 
calls himself a teacher of 16 years’ experience and a graduate of London University in his 
advertising spiel. 
This job doesn't appear to have lasted long either and there is another dearth of records until 
1876, when he marries Georgina Wheeler/Tatham. 
Georgina was the daughter of the Rev Edwin Wheeler and Georgina Tatham, Rev Wheeler 
abandoned the family circa 1863 and the family subsequently adopted their mothers maiden 
name. The Tathams were quite a prominent British family. 
In 1877 he had his own school of 60 in Waipawa, by 1879 he was dismissed from this role 
for a matter the papers unfortunately do not disclose. He applied for jobs in several locations 
before being appointed to Johnsonville. However he was offered a better role in Masterton as 
only woman had applied for the job there and the board were after a man. 
He would spend most of his career as Assistant Master here. His abilities seem to have been 
questioned by the Headmaster however it must be considered that at one point he had a class 
of 80!, which didn't seem to be considered out of the ordinary. 
In 1895 he suffered two tragedies, his savings were apparently wiped out by the BNZ crash 
and his eldest son, Frederick, a cadet on Mt Bruce Station, drowned whilst moving stores 
over a flooded river. He was just 19. 
He was finally forced out in 1896, being transferred to Waihakeke School. He lasted a couple 
of years here until 1899 when he retired from mainstream teaching, it’s probable he 
performed some private tutoring subsequently. 
The family moved up to Auckland, presumably to encourage his surviving son, C Heathcote, 
who had received a scholarship to study Law. Here Georgina, his wife, died in 1910, 
followed shortly after by Heathcote, who had passed the bar but suffered a brain haemorrhage 
and died aged just 31.  
This left just his daughter Rosa remaining. She married Aubrey St Ives Coney in 1912 and it 
was to this family that most of Williams sizeable estate passed when he died in Whangarei in 
1918.  
Despite having supposedly lost everything in 1895 and having been a lowly paid assistant 
schoolmaster William managed to leave an estate of around 6000 pounds, where this money 
came from is a mystery. 
Research by Grandon Sam 
 
 



1896	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
27th January School reopened this morning Attendance 502. Miss McGregor absent will not 
return here the 3rd prox having been detained in Melbourne 
Attendance certificates for 1895  
Standard VII 1st Class Certificates Kate Easthope 
Standard VI 1st Class Harriet Allen. 2nd Class James Kingdon (1), William Heggie (3). Alan 
Keith (4), Ivan O’Connor (4). F Holloway (5) 
Standard V 1st Class Hugh Ayson, Arthur Williams. 2nd Class Howard Jackson (3), Louis 
Downe (4), Rose Ingram (2), Louise Smith (3) 
Standard IV 1st Class Margaret Curham, Anne Curham, Kenneth Keith. 2nd Class John 
Kingdon (2), Jos Nicholls (5) 
Standard II 1st Class Blanche Gapp, Maud Hawke, Rupert Sutton 
29th January The Rev Mr Yorke did not attend this afternoon 
31st Admitted this week 41 from the infant side school 
3rd February Miss McGregor returned to her duties 
Attendance slightly reduced on account of rain 
4th Capital attendance – 533 
6th The Rev Mr Yorke gave his first lesson this year yesterday afternoon to a class of 20 
7th Examined all exercise books of Standard IV 
11th At the School Committee meeting last night. I reported on the unsatisfactory state of the 
asphalting done during the holiday. Messrs Feist, Pragnell and          were appointed a 
committee to confer with me with regard to the school excursion 
Mr R Brown came to school to complain of a punishment given to his son by Mr Bunting. 
On inquiry I find the boy was impudent and received a box on the ear. I have strongly 
reproved Mr Bunting for adopting such a form of punishment. The boy is a very troublesome 
pupil and deserved a severe but more judicious punishment 
13th A holiday was observed yesterday on account of the Wairarapa A& P Show 
17th Commenced week with very good attendance. Mr Darroch absent suffering with 
influenza 
19th Mr Darroch returned to his duties this afternoon 
21st Attendance for the week has been very good 532 
24th Attendance affected by wet weather today- the first wet day for several weeks 
25th Mr Darroch again absent. Dr Hosking certificates that he is suffering with pleurisy 
28th Have taken Mr Darroch’s class since Monday. I find the reading, arithmetic and spelling 
in a forward state. The grammar however is very weak 
All arrangements have now been made in connection with the school excursion which is to 
take place next week Mr A W Hogg MHR has kindly arranged for us to go on board the ships 
of the squadron in Wellington 
2nd march Mr Darroch still absent 
4th Matters in connection with the school excursion which takes place tomorrow have given 
me considerable trouble during the last few days 
6th March The school excursion to Wellington yesterday proved a very enjoyable event in 
spite of the heavy rain when starting. There was an excessive demand for tickets and a 
number of adults were unable to go. 



Mr Waite, Mr Bunting, Miss Bunting and Mr Darroch took no part in the excursion, the last 
named being prevented by illness 
School was held today but the attendance has been low. I had arranged with the chairman of 
the School Committee to close school for the day if the number of children presenting 
themselves was very small. It has been very gratifying to me that school has been able to be 
held today and I have great pleasure in recording what is greatly to the credit of the children 
attending the school, many of whom had to leave their house yesterday morning as early as 4 
O’clock and did not reach them again till midnight, and after a very fatiguing day 
9th Mr Darroch returned to his duties today after a fortnight’s absence on account of pleurisy 
10 The attendance today is excellent 550. At the School Committee meeting yesterday 
evening the conduct of the children during the late excursion was warmly praised. The 
chairman and most of the other members took part in the excursion 
13th The attendance this week has been very high and good work has been done. The work of 
the seventh standard is making excellent progress. The efforts made by Mr Darroch with his 
class appears to have stimulated Mr Waite to increase exertions with the sixth standard 
18th March A holiday was observed yesterday on St Patrick’s Day 
20th Had to punish Reardon of the sixth standard class for trashing apparatus. The defective 
discipline in the class led to the act 
23rd For some weeks past I have had all the exercise books of Standard 3-7 sent to me every 
Friday and I have carefully marked the writing. I begin to notice a little improvement, but not 
enough to satisfy me. There is too little effective teaching of the subject. Am now directing 
special attention to this 
27th Have paid special attention to the infant room this week. Have examined and reorganised 
the room promoting 15 children to Standard 1. 
Miss Keen is doing efficient work but the discipline is to my mind. Have directed attention to 
it. 
1st April The average attendance for the quarter ending yesterday 513. The highest yet 
recorded in the history of the school. Last quarter it was 490 and the previous quarter 506. 
The school is still staffed for 460 
9th Inspected the sewing this afternoon. I find improved work in Miss Munro’s class. The 
sewing of the class is still however not to my mind. It is pleasing to notice that my persistent 
action with regard to the sewing has resulted in every child being now provided with sewing 
materials 
I have received the Inspector’s annual report of schools this week. This school has obtained 
the highest percentage of passes of all the large schools with a percentage of 91. The next 
highest was 89 and lowest 80 
14th The school committee held its last meeting last night. The new committee is to be elected 
on the 27th 
Ruby Dixon’s mother intimated that Ruby has itch. I have therefore requested that the brother 
be kept home until till all damage of infection is past 
On accident of a rather serious nature took place yesterday. Clarence Smith fell from the 
horizontal bar and cut his head so severely that I discerned it advisable to have him conveyed 
at once to Dr Hosking’s surgery 
15th Received notice by post today, at noon, that Mr Riley would visit this school today  



16th Mr Riley visited the school today. He inspected the work of the infants & standards 1, II, 
III 
17th Mr Riley spent the day at the school. He inspected the work of the IV,V,& VI and gave  
a lesson on the principle of model drawing to Standard VII during the afternoon. He informs 
me that the drawing of the school is in a very satisfactory state 
21st Mr Easthope called to see me with reference to his daughter’s candidature for pupil 
teachership 
Mr Skipper interviewed me regarding a charge of theft made against his son. The charge was 
not proved but the falsehoods told by the boy and which he admitted greatly prejudiced his 
position 
23rd A half holiday was observed yesterday afternoon on occasion of the Athletic Sports. 
Miss Sage was ill yesterday, I relieved in her class 
24th Miss Sage absent. Examined Standard 1. The work is making satisfactory progress 
27th Today is the worst I have known for a very long time. The attendance has been below 
half the number on the roll 
30th At Mr Yorke’s bible lesson today there were 12 boys and 9 girls 
1st May The attendance today (Friday) is unusually good 
4th Capital attendance to commence the week with. 528 
Mr Skipper came to see me today with reference to his boy who has been guilty of stealing 
small articles from the school. My object in getting the father to come and see me was that I 
might obtain his assurance of assistance and influence in dealing with the boy. I am afraid 
however I shall not be able to calculate as much assistance from Mr Skipper. The boy is a bad 
boy, and it was painfully evident- during the interview that the relationship between father 
and child is characterised by utter indifference on the part of the boy and deplorable 
weakness on the part of the parent 
6th Mr Yorke did not give his weekly bible lesson today 
11th Mr parker did not give his monthly singing lesson on Saturday 
12th School Committee met last night. I pointed out the unsatisfactory condition of the shelter 
sheds, the great need of maps and diagrams and the bad state of the Northern Entrance. I 
referred to them the matter of the Queen’s Birthday Holiday and also the question regarding 
the time for assembling school during winter months. The Committee resolved to request the 
Board to attend to the shelter sheds, to ask the Town Land trustees for a grant for maps and 
diagrams 
To request the Borough council to repair the footpath and water table at the Northern 
entrance, to observe the 29th as the school holiday for Queen’s Birthday (Being local public 
holiday) and to leave the time for assembling during winter months to parents and myself 
15th May Have had to punish Louis Crann P 1 for thieving and lying; a deplorable act 
25th Attendance low today as a number are holiday making 
28th The military drill of the boys is becoming much improved. The physical drill with arms 
is performed in a capital manner. The only weakness in the drill of the whole school now is in 
the P1 class. Miss H Kean is too slow and has not a good hold of her class when at drill 
1st June Friday last- the 29th- was observed as a holiday 
I sent home today Moana Manihera. Mu suspicions being aroused by the boy’s movements. I 
examined his arms and found him badly infected with itch.  I have requested his parents to 



keep him from school until he is perfectly clean. This is the second Maori child I have had to 
send home with the same cause 
2nd I find the plan of examining the exercise books of all the classes is having good effect. 
Although the writing itself does not show much change in character the books are kept much 
neater and there is evidence of greater effort in regard to the style of writing itself. The books 
of the VII standard are very creditable indeed 
5th in reply to my inquiry 281 parents have intimated that they prefer the time for assembling 
for the winter to remain as at present 9.00 while 121 intimate that they would like the time to 
be 9.30 In accordance with the committee’s decision I have announced that the present 
management will continue 
8th The attendance this morning was very low indeed- below half the roll number. This 
afternoon it is just over half. 
9th At the School Committee meeting last night I drew attention to the fact that the school 
fence had been disfigured by someone having painted in large red letters “Vote The Town 
Hall” I pointed out that this was an inducement to children to write on walls and fences. Mr 
Daniell Chairman of het Town Lands Trustees undertook to have the paining scrapped off 
12th  To fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss Harvey pupil teacher at the infant 
side school, the Education Board  has requested the School Committee to select a candidate. 
Applications are today invited by Mr Sellar secretary   to the School Committee 
15th The following candidates have requested testimonials to assist their candidature for the 
vacant pupil teacher. Kate Easthope Standard VII /95 Eliza Wallis Standard VII 93.94.95 
Violet Boddington Standard VII 94, Alice Rooks Standard VI 1889 Of these candidates Eliza 
Wallis is undoubtedly the best qualified 
16th Mr Feist informed me that Dr Beard had reported to the council that several of Mr 
Wise’s children are ill with diptheria None of the family is attending school 
23rd The school committee met last evening for the purpose of selecting a pupil teacher. They 
selected Miss Johnston who has had two year’s experiences at Kaipoi School Possibly 
Kaiwarra school where 2 Johnston teachers taught 
26th The weather during the past week has been so very wet that the attendance has suffered 
greatly. But for the falling off this week the attendance for the quarter would have entitled the 
school to the service of an additional pupil teacher 
29th Mr Johnston pupil teacher informed me this morning that Dr Hosking had discovered 
him to be in a serious state, his lungs showing symptoms of incipient consumption The Dr 
recommends an immediate rest and change. I am sorry that the career of so promising a 
teacher should be marred in such a manner 
31st With the Chairman’s permission I relieved Mr Johnston of duty yesterday to enable him 
to leave for Nelson at once. 
3rd July School closed this afternoon for winter holidays. Permission was given by the Board 
for schools to close yesterday to enable teachers to be present at the annual gathering of 
teachers to be held this evening. As there were no members of the staff going to the 
conversazione I did not feel justified in closing the school 
23rd Very wet and cold Attendance below half this morning 
27th Capital attendance to begin week with. 
Have examined Standard V toady in written subjects. Am greatly disappointed with the 
arithmetic. It is altogether weak and is so in both classes 



28th The Geography of the Standard V is very weak and disappointing 
31st Owing to the abnormally heavy rain during the last two days the whole district is 
flooded. About sixty children presented themselves at school this morning and with the 
exception of a few who had ridden in vehicles the whole of them had come through water up 
to their knees. I promptly sent them home and shut up school 
3rd August A good attendance to begin the week with 
6th The school was inspected today by Mr Lee 
10th Commenced my monthly examination. P1 is doing good work. Have directed attention to 
the reading 
14th Completed examination of school. Standards IV and VI are weakest in the whole school 
Miss Munro is disappointing with the Standard IV Boys. Mr Waite’s work is very weak 
21st Have spent  a great deal of time this week with Standard IV boys The class seems 
demoralised owing in my mind to the apparent want of confidence on the part of the teacher 
28th I am pleased to not the capable manner Mr Darroch is handling his class.  The work is 
progressing very satisfactorily 
2nd September The annual drawing examination took place today and was supervised by 
Messrs Feist (Chairman), Wagg and Pragnell 
3rd Miss Munro was absent today, had informed yesterday she had a fall and had injured her 
leg. A certificate from Dr Hosking informs me she injured her knee and will require rest for a 
time.  Her absence at the present juncture seriously embarrasses me as Mr Johnston is still 
away and has been absent for the last three months 
10th September Have had to give Miss McGregor two classes – her own and Mr Johnston’s 
and also Miss Bunting two classes her own and Miss Munros. I am thus enabled to relieve 
them in turn and at the same time give some time to the general supervision 
18th The work of the school this week has been exceedingly hard. To keep things going 
satisfactorily I have had to move from class to class rapidly 
Inspection Report 
Head Master Mr Jackson  

VII Mr Darroch 31 
VI Mr Waite 34 
V Mr Bunting  
 Miss McGregor 58 

IV Miss Munro (Mr Johnston) 62 
III Miss Bunting 61 
II Miss Smith 79 
I Miss Sage 62 
P Miss Kean Miss H Kean 127 
   
  514 
   

 
Approved one teacher for Standard 4 (recent retirement of Mr Johnston) 
Much of the work very satisfactory but I am still of the opinion that Mr Waite should be 
placed in charge of a suitable country school 



The head Teacher takes a full share of the work including much of the class subjects in the 
Upper Standards He is an active and thorough manager, a good drill and an excellent teacher 
of science and singing. I gave one or two short lessons and a few hints in the other classes 
Ten pictures and six maps will be supplied. The use of a lantern and the extension of the 
library system to the infant classes were recommended 
Robert Lee 
22nd At the meeting of the School Committee last night it was decided to apply to the 
Education Board  for assistance during the absence of Mr Johnston and Miss Munro 
25th In spite of my efforts to save the Standard IV Boys class from disaster I am afraid I shall 
not be able to prevent their doing badly. The class has lost self-confidence and it is requiring 
a big effort to cause them to regain it. 
30th The weather today has been very bad. Miss Sage retires from the staff toady having been 
transferred to Featherston  
1st October Nine children from Miss Keeling’s school were admitted today. Miss Arnold and 
Mr Bennett commenced duties 
7th The following candidates will present themselves at scholarship examination 
Hanley Hutchison, Joseph Snell, James Sellar, Alex Keith, Harold Brown, Maggie 
Robertson, Annie Cave, Eliza Robison, Phoebe Butler, Nellie Hogg, Leopold Mandie  
12th Annual Examination commenced today 
15th Inspectors Lee and Fleming concluded the annual examination today 
16th Inspector’s holiday 
23rd Have arranged classes as follows 
Standard VII and part VI Mr Darroch 
Standard VI Mr Waite 
Standard IV Boys Mr Johnston 
Standard IV Girls Miss Bunting 
Standard III Boys Miss McGregor 
Standard III Girls Miss Munro 
Standard II Boys Miss Smith 
Standard II Girls H Kean 
Standard 1 Mr Bennett 
P1 Miss Kean 
PII Miss Arnold 
 
Inspector’s Report Additional Subjects 
Repetition and recitation- Very Good 
Drill and exercise (Physical Drill, club etc.) very good 
Singing Very Good 
Needlework very satisfactory 
Language of reading lessons Good 
Instruction of X and Primers Very Good (X is those who have passed Standard VII) 
Elementary science, drawing, reading, singing, Drill and object lesson work are all good 
features of the school The upper work under Mr Darroch is also very commendable. We still 
think in the interests of the school Mr Waite should be removed to the charge of a country 
school where he might work to better advantage. The continual absence of two teachers has 



been a drawback to the management but the school is nevertheless in excellent working order 
as a whole- owing largely to the energy and ability of the Head Master 
16 passed Standard VII 
Robert Lee T R Fleming 
7th December The annual excursion took place on Thursday last. The children visited the 
exhibition and had a very pleasant and instructive outing. A holiday was observed the day 
following (Friday) on account of the excursion and also on account of it being the day of the 
General Election 
11th The attendance this week has been very much reduced. A large number of children are 
anticipating the holidays 
17th School closed today for Xmas Holidays 
The pupil teacher examination takes place tomorrow and will be supervised by Mr J T Fowler 
I have requested the Committee to have the parts of the playground that was flushed with tar 
last year re flushed this holiday. The need of new pans for the closets I have pointed out to 
them. 
Before the end of the holiday the piano I have arranged to purchase for the school will be 
delivered. I have therefore with the permission of the Committee disposed of the old 
harmonium for the sum of £4 
 

1897 

1897 513 Masterton Jackson William H   
Headmaster £345 $61,545 

1897 513 Masterton Burns Andrew N  Assistant Master £220 $39,246 
1897 513 Masterton Darroch Robert   Assistant Master £150 $26,759 
1897 513 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $17,839 
1897 513 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £90 $16,055 
1897 513 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £80 $14,271 
1897 513 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,703 
1897 513 Masterton Johnston William  Male Pupil Teacher £50 $8,920 
1897 513 Masterton Kean Helen M  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,492 
1897 513 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,492 
1897 513 Masterton Bennett John W  Male Pupil Teacher £38 $6,779 
1897 513 Masterton Arnold Nellie  Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,422 
1897 513 Masterton Johnston Eleanor M  Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,422 

1897 78 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £125 $22,299 

1897 78 
Masterton 
Infants Easthepe Catherine  

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,568 

1897 78 
Masterton 
Infants Wallis Eliza  Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,568 

 
9th January 1897 A- W. Hogg, M H R informs Mr W. Sellar, Secretary to the Masterton 
School Committee, that arrangements have now been made with the '.Railway Department to 



permit parties of not less than fifty—the proportion being one adult to three children—to visit 
Wellington at school excursion rates and to stay the night in Wellington, returning next day. 
If sufficient inducement offers- an excursion from next Saturday to Monday can be arranged 
26th January 1897 The Masterton School, Committee has decided to nominate country 
candidates for the Wellington .Education Board, and requests the other country committees to 
support these candidates 
26th January 1897 The Masterton School Committee very properly desire to see a direct 
representative from this neighbeurhood on the Education Board. Mr Duncan McGregor has 
been suggested as a candidate, and his election would be very desirable. It is, however, 
doubtful if Mr McGregor will consent to be nominated, and if he did so he would probably be 
unsuccessful against the three retiring members of the Board. Mr A. W. Hogs might possibly 
stand a better as he is personally known to so ninny of the members of the up-couufry School 
Committees. If Mr Hogg  willing to stand, his nomination would be the best for securing the 
special object in view, viz., direct representation on the Board. 
26th January 1897 PECIAL MEETING. A special meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, T, 
Wagg, W. Pragnell, R. E, Hornblow, P. A, Rive, and A. Vile. The Chairman explained that 
the meeting was called to nominate two members of the Education Board, there being three 
vacancies caused by effluxion of time, the Rev, J. Paterson and Messrs Fitzherbert and 
Young being the retiring members, The Chairman moved that the Committee nominate the 
Rey, J, Paterson. Mr Daniell moved that they nominate Dr. Chappie. Some discussion 
followed regarding the desirability of obtaining more country representation on the Board. 
Mr Vile suggested the nomination  of one country member only, , " Messrs Daniell and Feist 
both* declined to stand.  Mr Vile said Mr McGregor had been mentioned as a possible 
candidate.  
Mr Hornblow moved that Mr John Young be nominated. Mr Young  had ahvays been a good 
friend to the A country schools, ... '* Mr Daniell said he would with* "' draw the name of Dr, 
Chappie and substitute Mr D. McGregor. Mr Daniell seconded Mr Feist's nomination of the 
Rev. Mr Paterson. Mr Vile seconded Mv McGregor's,)' nomination.  
27th January 1897 EDUCATION BOARD, The Masterton School Committee met last 
evening to nominate candidates for the vacant seats on the Wellington Education Board. The 
Rev J. Paterson, Mr Young and Dr Chappie were each in turn proposed, but after some 
discussion the names of the whole were withdrawn. It was pointed out that the North 
Wairarapa was without a representative on the Board, and the meeting adjourned until 
Thursday to see if a local candidate could be procured, The names of Messrs D. McGregor 
and A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., were mentioned. The committee intends soliciting the support of 
other country committees in the endeavour to secure for this part representation on the Board. 
27th JANUARY 1897 The question of school teachers acting as deputy returning officers at 
Parliamentary elections cropped up at the meeting oi the Education Board this morning. The  
Masterton School Committee wrote on the subject, expressing the opinion that teachers 
should not be so employed. Mr. Buchanan quite concurred in this opinion. As school teachers 
were paid out of the public moneys, he theught that they and all other persons in the employ 
of the public should not take any active part in the elections. Dr. Newman could see no 
objection to the practice. Messrs. McCardle and Young agreed with Mr. Buchanan, Mr. 
Young stating that he theught it not only unwise, but wrong for teachers to mix up in politics. 



Mr. Buchanan pointed out that there were certain public positions that should be free from 
partisanship of any kind. The Board decided to endorse the opinion of the Masterton 
Committee. 
27th January 1897 Wellington Education Board the application of the Masterton Committee 
for improved out-offices was refused, and also the application for repairs to the residence at 
Pahautanui. 
29th January 1897 Mr C. E, Darnell advocates putting in a concrete swimming bath abeut fifty 
feet by ten feet at the Masterton School. He says that over two hundred gallons of water are 
now going to waste every [hour of the day from the school water supply, which might be 
utilised for a swimming bath. Mr Daniell estimates the cost at £SO. .Members of the 
Committee are to consider the matter. 
An adjourned meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last evening. Present: —
Messrs E, Feist: (Chairman), C, E, Daniell, W. Pragnell, T, Dixon and A. Vile. The Chairman 
announced that Mr D. McGregor had declined to stand for the Education Board, as. he ; 
theught  the present members—particularly the Rev. Mr Paterson —had treated the country 
schools very fairly. Mr Vile proposed and Mr Daniell . seconded that Mr A. W. Hogg be 
nominated, the motion being carried after some discussion. It was also decided io send a 
circular to all Committees in the district, asking their cooperation to 'secure st Ilogg's return, 
and slating _ the reason for nominating him: yiz., to secure more direct country representation 
on the Board for the North Wairarapa Schools. he following is a copy of the circular to be 
sent out by the Masterton School Committee Masterton, 29th January, 1898—The Chairman, 
School Committee—Sir,—l am directed by the Masterton School Committee to solicit the 
support of your Committee to the candidature of Mr A ,W. Hogg, M H.R for a seat on the 
Wellington Education Board, Hitherto the North Wairarapa district, which is one of the most 
important school districts, in, the Wellington Province, has been without  a representative on 
the Board. The South Wairarapa, Forty -mile Bush and West Coast have each a representative 
but this district has none. This Committee therefore hopes your Committee may see its way 
clear to support the candidature' of Mr Hogg. Mr Hogg was for some years a member of the 
Committee, during which time he displayed a keen and intelligent interest in educational 
matters, His position as a member of the House of Representatives also affords him 
opportunities of advancing the cause of that  your Committee may join with us in securing 
that representation to this district to which it is justly entitled.—l am, sir, education, the 
claims of which would doubtless be  the more strongly impressed upon him by his being 
immediately identified with a Board of Education., , Trusting your obedient servant, W. 
Sellars  Secretary 
Miss A. M. Brown, daughter of Mr E, Brown, Town Clerk of Masterton, has passed the 
matriculation examination of the New Zealand University. Miss Brown, it will be 
remembered, was a scholarship winner some two years ago. 
6th February  1897 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The Masterton School Committee wrote 
stating that Harold Brown had won a scholarship and asking a grant as usual in such cases. It 
was resolved to grant £10 subsidiary scholarship grant to master. Brown, for two years. 
8th February 1897 Any discussion on water or its uses, seems to have a very disturbing effect 
on Masterton local bedies. The Borough Council is always in agonies over water to drink, 
and last night the Masterton School Committee—or at least some of its members—were 
taken very bad while dealing with a question of bathing ! 



The piano purchased from the Dresden Company by Mr W. H. Jackson, on behalf of the 
Masterton School is a very line toned Honisch, and parents and friends have acted generously 
in subscribing the purchase money. Mr Jackson, in his monthly report, heartily thanked these 
who had helped to purchase the instrument. 
9th February 1897 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was hold last evening. Present  Messrs E Foist (Chairman), 0. K Daniell, 
It, B. Hornblow, P. A. Rive, W. Pragnell, W. M. Easthepe, T. Dixon, T. Wagg and A. Vile. 
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a  credit balance at date of £.1 17s 7d, The Secretary to the Education 
Board wrote informing the Committee that the Board agrees with the Committee's resolution 
regarding the employment of school teachers as Deputy Returning officers The matter of 
effecting repairs to the school outbuildings was left in the hands of the Chairman and Mr 
Daniell, a communication regarding the position to be sent to the Board,  
The Head Muster reported that with 607 scholars on the roll the average attendance had been 
495,  
School re-opened on the 25th with a fairly good attendance and a full staff of teachers.  
The Honisch piano from the Dresden Company had been received and gave every 
satisfaction, and with the exception of £'2 the whole of the purchase money had' been 
forthcoming, Mr Jackson also expressed thanks to the parents and friends for the good feeling 
entertained towards the school as evidenced. 
 The report also suggested applying to Mr W. G. Beard for the 'Honors List Tablet kindly 
promised. It was resolved to write to Mr Beard asking him to kindly provide the tablet he was 
good enough to promise some time ago. It was resolved that the Committee pass a vote of 
thanks to the parents who contributed towards the piano fund, and to Mr Jackson for the 
trouble taken by him in the matter. 
The following; accounts were passed for payment T. Holmes, £6; J. P. Elliott-, £6 10s 11d; J. 
Graham and Co., 16s; J. Payton and Co., £1 5s.  
After discussion it was moved by Mr Easthepe and seconded by Mr Vile, that the Committee 
recognises the desirability of establishing swimming baths at the School, and that the 
Chairman and Mr Daniell be appointed to report on ways and means at next meeting.  
The absentee list was read and it was decided that notices be sent, and if this does not prove 
effectual within a fortnight-, further steps be taken under the compulsory clauses of the Act. 
Miss Keeling reported 102 children on the roll, with an average attendance of eighty-five.  
Mr R, E Hornblow was appointed Visiting Member and the meeting closed 
9th February 1897 The proposal to construct a swimming bath in connection 'with the . 
Masterton  Public School is a  good one, provided that ways , and means are available to 
make one large enough for the accommodation of some six hundred children. Girls have just 
as much claim as beys for the benefit of any bath that may be built and it seems to us that 
something like three hundred pounds;, would be required to provide the necessary bath and 
.shelter shed which ought to coyer it. If it is impossible to find sufficient money for a school 
bath, it would be better to erect public baths for the use of the  community generally which 
men and women as well as beys and girls could frequent. An inferior bath on the cheap and 
nasty principle, for school beys only, would be unlikely to give satisfaction. The Committee 
appear to have entirely overlooked the fact that the girls attending the school have greater 
need of a swimming bath than the beys. Boys can and do go, anywhere and everywhere for a 



bathe, but girls are unable even to learn to swim without a proper bath is constructed for their 
use. 
11th February 1897 Special to the New Zealand Times. February 9 The monthly meeting of 
the Masterton School Committee was held last evening, Mr E. Feist presiding. The treasurer 
reported a. credit balance of abeut .£2. A sub-committee was appointed to report upon the 
cost, &., of providing swimming baths at the school. The headmaster reported that there were 
607 names upon the roll of the main school, and Miss Keeling reported 102 names upon the 
roll of the infant school. It was decided to make another application to the  Education Board 
for new earth pans at the school. 
The Masterton School is possibly one of the best-equipped in the; Colony’. This is not so 
much to do with the assistance rendered by the Education Board —the capitation allowance 
“"is barely sufficient for scavenging purposes —as to the  grants made from time to time by 
the Trust Lands Trustees. A fine now piano has just been added. This was procured with 
subscriptions kindly given by parents and friends. 
17th February 1897 Mr J. G-. Mackay, the well-known baker, is removing to more convenient 
premises near the 'Masterton Public' .School 
The Masterton School Committee decided to plump for Mr A. W. Hogg, at the Education 
Board election last night. 
In a circular asking the Masterton School Committee's support at the Wellington Education 
Board election, the Rev. J. Paterson 'says'" I have always upheld the present system of 
Education and contended for the free education of children to the extent of well-fitting them 
for successful competition in all trades and professions. 
17th February 1897 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening to vote for three members of the Wellington Education Board. Present: Messrs E. 
Feist (chairman), C. E. Daniell, P. A. Rive, W. Pragnell, B. E. Hornblow, T. Dixon, T. Wagg 
and A. Vile. The list of candidates nominated was read. Circulars from Messrs Job Vile, P. H. 
Eraser, and the Rev. J. Paterson, soliciting support were received.  
Mr E. Feist proposed that the Rev. J. Paterson  one of the members voted for. 
Mr Vilo pointed out that this would be hardly consistent with the circular sent out to the 
country committees who had been asked to nominate and support country candidates only. 
He had been appointed as ono to draw up the circular and trusted be had not compromised the 
Committee, Mr Daniell said the circular expressed the views of the Committee as given at 
last meeting. 
Mr Dixon seconded Mr Paterson's nomination. 
Mr Hornblow said it was very inconsistent to support a city member after the expressions at 
last meeting, He would nominate Mr A. W, Hogg, Mr Daniell seconded Mr Hogg's 
nomination. 
Mr Rive proposed Dr. Chappel. Mr Feist said he was not acting inconsistently in proposing 
the Rev. Mr Paterson. Certain views had been expressed at last meeting which he was not in 
sympathy with.  
Mr Vile theught it best to obtain a distinct expression of opinion by putting it to the meeting 
that the Committee vote only for Mr Hogg. 
Mr Daniell said the Rev. Mr Paterson was certain to get in, probably at the top of the poll. As 
a compromise let them vote for Mr Paterson as a matter of courtesy, and for Mr Hogg as their 
member,  



Mr Hornblow said his impression was that the Committee was to support one member only; 
if Mr McGregor . had stood he would have supported him only, and now he theught they 
ought to support Mr Hogg only.  
Messrs Rive, Wagg, and Pragnell theught it necessary to secure country representation,  
Mr Vile moved and Mr Hornblow seconded that the Committee vote for Mr Hogg only, ... 
The motion was put and carried, Messrs Feist, : Rive, and Dixon voting against it,^\ 
24th February 1897 Wellington Education Board he consideration of the application of the 
Masterton Committee for new perforated bexes for offices was deferred. Offices were the 
name for toilets, it was where children did their business 
20th February 1897 Wairarapa Daily  Times reported  
February all words  The Lyttleton  Times, in an article dealing with the Masterton School 
Committee's discussion on swimming baths, concludes by remarking:-"It is much to be 
doubted whether the knowledge of physical science imparted to Mr Dixon has overcome his 
opposition to school baths, or reconciled him to the opening of an institution which he seems 
to regard as a trap for erring feet and a diabelical device to drown all the infant population, or 
to dash out their brains on hard concrete. In the hope that his dread may be overcome by 
rational treatment; we assure Mr Dixon that there are several school baths of concrete in and 
around Christchurch, and hitherto the infants' classes have not been depleted by the pupils 
falling into the water. 
23rd February 1897 Many people will ride and drive into Masterton to attend the A. and P. 
Show to-morrow and can now make their minds easy abeut a safe place to leave horses and 
vehicles; the paddock next the Masterton School having been arranged to meet the  
requirements of visitors, 
9th March 1897 The  Masterton School Committee mot Inst evening. Present, Messrs W. 11. 
Easthepe (in the  chair), T. Dixon, P. A. Rive, H. E. Hornblow, W. Pragnell and T. Wagg. 
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The  Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £14 12s 3d, 
Mr A. W, Hogg wrote thanking the Committee for their special efforts in securing his return 
to the Education Board, Mr Rive moved that the  Committee congratulate Mr Hogg on bis 
election to the  Education Board and records its appreciation of the  efforts of other country 
Committees in assisting to secure representation on the Board for the North Wairarapa. Mr A 
W. Pragnell seconded the  motion, which was carried.  
The Head Master reported I have the honour to submit the following report for the past 
month:— 8011, SW; average attendance, 183; percentage of attendance, 82. Accompanying 
this report is a long list of irregular children. Two of the names have appeared on the last two 
lists, six of the names appeared on the last list, and there are fifteen new cases. During the 
month a number of Maori children have been withdrawn from the school. 
On Friday, 26th ultimo, Mr Waite left for Waihakeke. In connection with his leaving, the 
scholars and staff are arranging for a presentation to him. Regarding the appointment of his 
successor, I strongly recommend the Committee to request the Board to promote Mr Darroch 
— the present second assistant—to the first assistantship; Mr Bunting to the second 
assistantship; and Mr Johnston to the third assistantship. 
 I have pleasure in reporting that the piano is now completely paid for, and 1 enclose receipt. 
Two of the winners of Wairarapa scholarships have not taken up their scholarships, and as 



candidates from our own school are next on the  list I have  written to the Secretary of the 
Education Board asking if it is intended to re-award the forfeited scholarships. 
The Board's architect has inspected the closets, and, I understand, will recommend that the 
special pans applied for be supplied. I shall be glad to know if it is the wish of the Committee 
that the usual holiday be granted on the 17th inst. 
Mr Dixon moved and Mr Vile seconded that the Board be asked to agree that the present 
assistant, touchers be each advanced as suggested by Mr Jackson. The motion was put and 
carried, 
It was resolved to observe a full holiday on St. Patrick's Day. Miss Keeling reported 
I hare the honour to submit to the Committee the usual monthly report of the Infant School. 
The attendance for the past fortnight has been exceptionally good, the highest being 100 out 
of 111 on the roll. The average for the month is 81. I have been training the children and 
making preparations for a concert in aid of the piano fund, which I hope to hold some time 
between the 22nd and and 26th inst. The school children will contribute abeut seven items, 
and I have several promises of outside help. I have conferred with the Chairman of the 
Committee on the matter and he approves  of it. I hope all members of the Committee will 
give their sanction and support. Mr T. Wagg moved and Mr Rive seconded that the 
Committee approves of Miss Keeling's proposed concert. 
Accounts as submitted were passed for payment. It was resolved on the motion of the 
Chairman that the law be enforced with regard to absentee children. Mr R. E. Hornblow, the 
visiting member, reported that the new piano was it great acquisition, A piano stool was 
needed and he theught might be purchased by the Committee, The shrubs at the Infant School 
also required attention. The visiting member was autherised to see to the shrubs. Resolved to 
purchase a music stool.  
Mr Pragnell was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned. 
13th March 1897 1st Assistant Master Masterton school Salary £230 
17th March 1897 A little girl named Robins fell from a swing in the Masterton School 
grounds yesterday during the dinner-hour and cut her face rather badly. Mr W, H, Jackson 
kindly attended to the child's injuries and sent her home. 
31st March 1897 Wellington Education Board An amount of £13 10s was passed for sanitary 
purposes at the Masterton School; 
2nd April Wellington Education Board Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., assistant master at the "Lower 
Hutt School, has been appointed assistant master of the Masterton School. ' 
2nd April 1897 Mr and Mrs C E Daniell arrived in Masterton last night after a very pleasant 
time in Australia. They have been travelling- rapidly from the time of leaving Masterton till 
their return and have not missed much in the  way of sight-seeing. Altheugh struck with the 
push and go of Sydney, Mr Daniell says he returns to New Zealand well satisfied that this 
Colony is the one for him 
5th April 1897 Mrs. Jackson, wife of Mr. W. H. Jackson, Head Master of the Masterton 
School, died last night after a long illness. Deceased, who was a sister of Mrs. M. T. Grundy, 
of Wellington, underwent an operation on Thursday last. 
6th April 1897 he Wellington Education Board has selected Mr Burns, M.A., as first assistant 
teacher at the Masterton School. The local committee recommended the promotion of Mr 
Darroch, second assistant, to the position 



8th April 1897 The late Mrs W. H. Jackson was interred at Masterton Cemetery yesterday 
afternoon. The children attending the Masterton Public School (of which Mr W. H. Jackson is 
principal) followed, most of them carrying wreaths, and bunches of flowers, The members of 
the  Masterton School Committee and the school staff were all present, -Mr W, T, Grundy of 
Wellington was amongst the principal mourners. Service in St. Matthew's Church and at the 
grave was impressively conducted by the Rev A. C. Yorke.  
The following are the names of these sending wreaths and flowers to he placed on the coffin 
Mrs Arnot; Mr and Mrs Brown; Mr and Mrs W, H. Beetham ; Mrs Bunting and family ; Mr 
and Mrs Bremner; Mrs F, Bills; Mr and Mrs Chisholm; Mr and Mrs T. Dixon; Mr R, 
Darroch; 'Mrs and Misses Evans; Mrs Feist; Mr and Mrs F Gover'; Mr and Mrs Grundy; Mr 
Harris; Mr and Mrs Ibbetson; Mrs K Johnson; Miss Johnson; Miss Keeling; Mrs Keith ; Mr. 
Mrs, and Miss Lowes': Mr and Mrs Mutrie; Mr and Mrs Marley; Miss Munro; Mrs Moffitt  
Mr Meadows ; Mr and Mrs Nicholls; Mr and Mrs Payton; Mrs W. Perry. Mr and Mrs C. 
Perry; Mrs Pinkerton, Mr and Mrs P A Rive ; Mr and Mrs W Robins ; Mr A. D. Riley; Miss 
Turner; Mr H. D. Turner; Mr and Mrs R F Temple ; Mr and Mrs T Wagg; Mrs Whitton; Mr 
and Mrs, It. Wilkinson; Mrs Yates; Annie, May, and Stanley Grundy; Jessie and Beatrice 
Napier ; Alice Bartlctt  ; Ethel Andrews; Livy. Richardson ; Edith Peterson ; Jennie Watson; 
Nellie Hogg; Florence Monk; Emily Daniell; Ruby Wintringham; Eva Warner; Willie 
Jackson; Lily and Anna Curham; School Cricket Eleven; Standards VI. and VII; The Staff. 
Numbers of other friends in Masterton and Wellington whoso names are unavoidably omitted 
also sent floral tributes, and numerous telegrams and letters of sympathy have been received 
by Mr Jackson.  
The late Mrs Jackson was bern at Birmingham, on February 25th, 1850, and married at 
Osmaston, Derby, 1881. She leaves three children, the  eldest being twelve, and the youngest 
five years. 
12th April 1897 The Masterton School Committee meeting will be held this evening. The 
question of the appointment of first assistant at the Masterton School will be discussed. 
The teachers of the Wairarapa met at the Masterton State School on Saturday for their regular 
monthly music lecture. At the end of the lecture Mr F. Bennett, headmaster of the Carterton 
State School, moved resolutions of sympathy to be conveyed to Mr W. H. Jackson, 
headmaster of the Masterton School, referring to his recent sad experience of bereavement. In 
heartily supporting what had been said Mr Robert Parker, organist of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
Wellington, and lecturer on music to the Wellington Education Board, spoke in kindly terms 
of the friendly aid he "had always received from Mr Jackson, and asked Mr Bennett, on 
behalf of the teachers and himself, to personally sec Mr Jackson and make known to him the 
following resolutions: (1) " The teachers of this district desire you to receive their sincerest 
condolence in your bereavement. (2) They further wish to express their admiration of the 
fortitude and other manly qualities shown by you during the years of your trying domestic 
affliction." 
13th April 1897 The Masterton School Committee is making a strong effort to secure Mr 
Darroch’s appointment as first assistant at the Masterton School. 
The  case of a  child aged eight being unable to attend school owing to not having clothes, 
came under notice of the Masterton School Committee last night.  



Most of the present members of the Masterton School Committee will stand again at next 
election, Mr C. E. Daniell says he would like to sec new blood in the next Masterton School 
Committee, 
Some of the present members of the Masterton School Committee have held their scats for 
the past ten or twelve years. 
13th April 1897 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
last evening. Present: Messrs 15. Feist (chairman), P. A. Rive, W M. Easthepe , W. Pragnell, 
A. Vile, T. Dixon, and C. E. Daniell.  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of 17s 3d. Before proceeding with the 
ordinary business, the Chairman said he theught it only right that the Committee put on 
record its sympathy with Mr Jackson in his late sad trial. On an occasion such as this it was 
difficult to adequately express one's feelings, but he felt sure Mr Jackson had the heartfelt 
sympathy of all.  
Mr Daniell then proposed and Mr Pragnell seconded the following resolution: The 
Committee desire to express their sincere sympathy with Mr Jackson, the Head Master, in his 
bereavement, and to express their appreciation of the fortitude  shown by him in the great 
trial through which he has been called upon to pass."  
Mr Easthepe expressed fullest sympathy and stated that he had been laid up at the time of the 
sad occurrence.  
Messrs Daniell and Pragnell both feelingly expressed their high appreciation and deep sense 
of Mr Jackson's great fortitude during a trial of more than usual severity.  
Mr T. Dixon also expressed his personal sympathy.  
Mr Jackson said his feelings were not sufficiently steeled to speak of his loss without 
concern. He was deeply conscious of the great sympathy of the Committee both now and in 
the past; it would be an incentive to him to continue to do his level best for the institution, the 
welfare of which both the Committee and himself had at heart. 
The Chairman, Mr Daniell and the Secretary (Mr W. Sellar) were appointed to prepare the 
annual report for the meeting before the annual meeting of house-holders.  
The Secretary to the Education Board wrote notifying that the Board would supply sanitary 
pans. The Secretary to the Education Board wrote stating that Mr A, N. Burns, M.A., had 
been selected to succeed Mr W. Waite as first assistant at the Masterton School on the ground 
of higher testimonials and longer service than other applicants.  
Mr Daniell asked if there was any truth in the statement he had seen that private information 
had been made public regarding the School Committee business,  
Mr Feist said he was not aware of any thing of the sort.  
The Secretory said he had consulted Messrs Feist and Jackson only before the last meeting, 
with regard to Mr Burns' selection, and he did not see how the matter had come out. He had 
not given any information to the papers.  
Mr Dixon said the matter of Mr Burns' appointment had been published in a Wellington 
paper as from a Masterton correspondent before the question had been before the Committee. 
Mr Feist said he had only mentioned the matter to members of Committee. 
 Mr Vile asked if any rule had been established that such matters were not to be divulged. If 
not they should not discuss the matter.  
The Chairman considered that the Committee had done nothing wrong. 



Mr Dixon said that before the question of Mr Burns' appointment had been dealt with by the 
Committee, it had been published.  
Mr Daniell said that the question was did any member feel aggrieved; or was there anything 
to reply to in the newspaper comment. 
Mr Vile said he theught there was no principle at stake and therefore they had nothing to do. 
They were not to constitute themselves private detectives. 
Some further talk ensued and the matter was allowed to drop.  
With regard to Mr Burns' appointment, the Chairman theught they ought to protest as being 
ignored and ask the Board to appoint Mr Darroch as at first selected by the Committee.  
The Secretary said the Board contended that Mr Burns' claims could not be passed over, It 
was decided to read the testimonials of all applicants for the position. Several members spoke 
highly of the good work done by Mr R Darroch, and urged that his appointment would be in 
the best interests of the School,  
After a lengthy discussion Mr Easthepe moved and Mr Vile seconded:" This Committee is 
strongly of opinion that the interests of the Masterton School would be best advanced by the 
appointment of Mr R. Darroch to the position of first assistant teacher. The Committee has 
formed this opinion from intimate acquaintance with Mr Darroch and the work he has done in 
the School. The Committee would point out that Mr Darroch has a longer service under the 
Board than the candidate selected and knows Mr Darroch to be thoroughly qualified for the 
position. Under the circumstances the Committee cannot accept the Board's selection, but 
again most strongly urge the appointment of Mr Darroch." 
The resolution was unanimously carried and it was also resolved to send a copy to Mr A. W. 
Hogg, M.H.R., and ask him to press the Committee's claims at next meeting of the Board. 
The Head-teacher reported 588 children on the roll with an average attendance of 487. On the 
19th inst, Mr Johnston was absent through illness.  
Miss Keeling reported that six children were transferred from the Infant School at the 
beginning of the quarter and six have since been admitted. The number on the roll is still 
therefore 104, the average attendance for the month being ninety-two. The collecting  cards 
and concert have realised £34  15s so that nearly enough is in hand to pay for the piano for 
the school. Certain repairs to the school roof and grounds are needed. 
Mr Pragnell said Miss Keeling was very anxious to get some asphalt laid down and also the 
roof repaired. Discussion ensued regarding the Board's liability for repairs. It was decided to 
repair the roof and recommend that the incoming Committee effect the other repairs.  
It was resolved to ask. the Mayor to allow the Overseer to, place a little tar on the loose 
gravel at the School, at the Committee's expense.  
The Chairman, theught great credit was due to Miss Keeling for the manner in which the 
concert got up by her in aid of the School Piano Fund, had been carried out. He had been 
present and found it a most pleasurable entertainment.  
Accounts were passed for payment subject to funds permitting.  
The question of the hour of opening school during the winter months was discussed and loft 
over for the new Committee to deal with.  
It was resolved to prosecute certain parents under the compulsory clauses of the Act.  
Mr Rive was appointed visiting member and the meeting adjourned 
13th April 1897 Sixty beys and four masters attended the annual meeting of the Masterton 
School Football Club held in the " big room " yesterday afternoon, Mr Darroch occupied the 



chair and called upon the Secretary to read the balance-sheet. This proved to be of a very 
satisfactory nature, disclosing the fact that the Club starts the season with a balance in hand 
of twelve shillings, and several valuable assets. The election of officers was then proceeded 
with and resulted as follows President: Mr W. H. Jackson (re-elected) ; vice-presidents: 
Messrs Bunting and Johnston (reelected); captain: Alex. Reside; vice-captain: To Tail; lion, 
secretary: Mr Darroch (re-elected); lion, treasurer: Mr Bennett; committee: Perry, Bremner, 
Robins, Carpenter, Mcintosh. The subscription was fixed at beys over twelve, Is; under 
twelve, 6d., 
13th April 1897 The Masterton School Committee has decided to refuse to accept the 
appointment of Mr. A. N. Burns, of Lower Hutt, to the first assistantship of the Masterton 
School, and to again request the Education Board to appoint Mr R Darroch 
17th April 1897 Wellington Education Board APPLICATIONS for appointments as pupil 
teachers will be received at this office up to Thursday, the 22nd inst. Forms of application can 
be obtained from the Head Teacher at the Masterton School.  
A. DORSET, Secretary. Wellington, 12th April 1897, 
26th April 1897 ANNUAL REPORT. The following report will be presented this evening;—
"ln submitting their annual report for the year just closed your Committee do so with 
satisfaction. The management of the school has been of the usual high standard, and 
efficiency has been maintained. The number of children on the roll of the two schools is 692, 
and the average attendance has been kept up, altheugh it seems apparent that many parents 
fail to see the advantages to be derived from making their children attend regularly.  
In December last, what has now become an annual feature, viz., the school excursion to 
Wellington was held, and proved in every way as satisfactory as previous ones the children, 
together with the adults who accompanied them, were enabled to visit the Exhibition, and 
your committee feel assured the children obtained an object lesson which they will not 
readily forget.  
During the past year the two schools have been provided with pianos, the cost of which has 
been mainly berne by the parents of children by furnishing subscriptions and supporting the 
concert organised by Miss Keeling. The head teachers, through your committee, desire to 
tender their thanks for the appreciative manner in which their appeals we responded to.  
In July last Mr W. G, Beard resigned as a member of Committee; Mr Vile was appointed in 
his place, Your Committee feel it their duty to place on record their appreciation of Mr 
Beard's valuable services as a member. 
The question of changing the hour of opening the Schools during the winter months has  been 
relegated to the incoming Committee, and it would be desirable if the meeting of 
householders gave some expression of opinion on the matter. 
Mr Waite who has occupied the position of first assistant in the School for the past eighteen 
years, received transfer recently to Waihakeke there is now a vacancy for this position in the 
School. Your Committee acting upon the suggestion of the Head Master, recommended Mr 
Darroch for promotion, but the Education Board selected another teacher, the settlement of 
the appointment cannot take place until after the next meeting of the Board, as your 
Committee have reiterated their previous recommendation, 
Mr W. H. Jackson, the headmaster of the Main School, and Miss Keeling, of the Victoria-
street Infant School, with their respective staffs, continue to keep up the high standard of their 
establishments and deserve the thanks of the parents. 



The Trust Lands Trust with its usual, liberality donated £65 for general purposes, £10 for 
maps and diagrams and £10 for library, in addition to which £5 was given for providing 
prizes. The balance-sheet attached showed receipts, £190 0s 5d; expenditure,£ 184 3s 2d; 
leaving a credit of £5 17s 3d. This, together with the capitation of £2O-now due, will be abeut 
sufficient within £4 of covering liabilities. 
During the year seventeen meetings of committee have been held, The attendance of 
members is as follows. E. Daniell, 16; P. A, Rive, 16 W. E. Hornblow, 15; E. Feist, 15  T. 
Wagg, 14; T, Dixon, 14; W, Pragnell, 14; W, M. Easthepe, 12; A. Vile (from August) 10,  
In conclusion, the committee have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the  efficient 
manner in which the duties of Secretary have been carried out by Mr W Sellar.  
E' Feist, Chairman. J" Masterton, April 1897. ' 
27th April 1897 At the annual meeting of householders held in the Masterton Infant School 
last night, Mr E. Feist was voted to the Chair and the report and balance sheet were presented 
The Chairman said he theught the report was a fair record of, the. Committee's proceedings. 
He had. very great pleasure in endorsing the last clause referring to the Secretary's  good 
work. During many years Mr Sellar had carried out his duties most efficiently.  
With regard to the suggestion in the report that the meeting be asked to express at what hour 
the school should be opened, he theught; that as the meeting was a small one it would be 
better to send out circulars to parents asking them to state how far they lived from the school 
and at what hour they wished it to assemble. ''  
With regard to Mr Jackson and Miss Keeling, he could reiterate what was stated in the report, 
and who was recognised by .every householder he felt sure, that they had a very excellent 
staff of teachers.  
With regard to the Town Lands Trust grants they had been liberal, but he theught they might 
even be larger, He hoped at next Town Lands Trust election the voters would turn men in 
favour of assisting educational objects in every way. He would without further remark move 
the adoption of the report, Mr T, Dixon seconded and the motion was carried, 
 The ELECTION, 
The election of the  Masterton School Committee was then proceeded with, Messrs Copping, 
De Lisle, A. ,t Hathaway and O. Pragnell acting as the scrutineers.  
Ninety-three persons voted, the result being as follows  
T. Duncan 71  
E, McEwen  61  
T. Wagg 59 
 A. Vile 56 
 H, O'Leary 51 
 C. E. Daniell 46 
E, Feist 45 
 G. Dixon 44 
 T. Dixon .41 
W. M, Easthepe 40  
B, E, Hornblow  37 
P. A, Rive 35 
W. Pragnell 24  



The Chairman declared Messrs Duncan, McEwen, Wagg, Vile, J O'Leary, Daniell, Feist, G, 
Dixon  and T. Dixon duly elected.  
Mr T. Duncan, in returning thanks for the honor done him in placing him at the head of the 
poll, said his position was particularly gratifying, as he was a comparative newcomer, and 
this was the first election he had contested in Masterton. Most of the other members returned 
thanks, some discussion on the Town Hall also taking place.  
 After the meeting closed Mr E, Feist was re-elected Chairman of the Committee and Mr C, 
E, Daniell the first visiting member.  
4th May 1897 SPECIAL MEETING, The special meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
was held last evening, Present: Messrs E. Feist (chairman), C. E. Darnell, T. Wagg, T, Dixon, 
T. Duncan, E. McEwen, H. O'Leary and A. Vile.  
The Chairman welcomed the new members and explained that a special meeting had been 
called in connection with the appointment of Mr A, M. Burns to the Masterton School, the 
Education Board having decided that the matter must be submitted to the new Committee. 
The Secretary read the correspondence bearing on the matter, and the clause of the Act 
stating that Committees must be consulted before any appointment is made, 
The Chairman said it was for the new Committee to say whether the resolution passed should 
be supported.  
Mr Geo. Dixon said it was a pity the old Committee had not settled the matter, he theught the 
Board should know which candidate had the best credentials. He believed Mr Darroch to be 
thoroughly fitted for the position, but unless it could be shown his credentials were better , 
than Mr Burns' they should support the Board's selection,  
The Chairman explained that the old Committee had taken every possible step they could to 
settle the matter. It was a debateable point as to whether Mr Darroch's or Mr Burns' 
credentials were the highest, The Head-teacher had considered that Mr Darroch was best 
qualified.  
Mr T. Duncan moved that the new Committee endorse the action of the old Committee, in 
seeking to obtain the appointment of Mr Darroch. The position he took up was that if they 
had a local man fit to hold the position he ought to have it. Mr Darroch had proved his ability. 
Another was that altheugh a man had sufficient knowledge to obtain a M.A., or B.A. degree 
he might not be able to impart that knowledge to the scholars under his charge, It also 
sometimes happened that persons with sufficient knowledge to obtain degrees were not so 
situated that they could pass the necessary examinations, He did not think it was an induce to 
teachers if they were passed over for strangers, the qualifications being equal. Mr McEwen 
seconded the motion he endorsed all that Mr Duncan said. 
Mr Geo. Dixon proposed as an amendment that Mr Burns be accepted. He had nothing 
against Mr Darroch, but it was no use introducing " ifs" and " ands"; they should give Mr 
Burns a chance; he believed he was the best man. He would like to have the testimonials 
read.  
The Secretary: " The whole of the testimonials of the nineteen candidates ?"  
Mr Dixon: "No; the two under discussion."  
The Chairman said unless Mr Dixon's amendment was seconded it would be folly to go all 
through the testimonials again.  
Mr Dixon: "Oh, well, I suppose it's no good if it's cut and dried that the others all support Mr 
Darroch."  



Mr Duncan strongly objected. He knew neither Mr Burns nor Mr Darroch.  
The Chairman said there was not the slightest tinge of favoritism in the action taken by the 
Committee; it was only a question of what was best for the school.  
Mr McEwen objected to Mr Dixon's remarks.  
Mr Dixon said he meant no offence to members. The thing seemed rather one-sided theugh. 
The testimonials of Messrs Darroch and Burns were then read.  
Mr Vile expressed his views. He theught if the new Committee annulled the action of the old 
Committee it would cast a great slur on the old Committee.  
Mr Daniell said he was chary of taking too narrow or local a view of any matter in connection 
with the School, He had asked if there was any special reason why Mr Burns should be 
selected, and altheugh he theught that Mr Burns was an excellent teacher, he was convinced 
they had a thoroughly qualified and enthusiastic teacher in Mr Darroch. He theught that the 
qualifications of both men were nearly equal; both were good teachers, but he theught Mr 
Darroch's excellent services entitled him' to their consideration, and after carefully thinking 
over it, he had decided it was the right to support Mr Darroch's appointment.  
In reply to Mr O'Leary the Chairman said the Committee's action did not necessarily end the 
matter, but the sincerely hoped it would, The motion was then put and carried Mr Geo. Dixon 
dissenting.  
Mr Duncan said a parent had spoken to him and asked that the School be opened at 9,30 a.m. 
during the winter months. He moved that the School be opened at 9.30 a.m., from May till 
September. He understood that many parents were inconvenienced by their children having to 
do work before going to school. He understood that a case occurred recently in which a little  
bey had to be laid on chairs before the fire, being overcome with fatigue through having to 
get up very early to milk six cows before going to school. He opposed referring the matter to 
parents by circular, as causing further delay. The Committee was quite competent to deal 
with any matter of this sort without reference to the parents.  
The Chairman explained in reply to Mr Duncan, that if the school assembled at 9,30 a.m., 
only an hour was allowed for dinner, It was pointed out that this would debar a number from 
going home to dinner.  
The Chairman said Mr Jackson was merely desirous of doing the greatest good to the greatest 
number; this was the object in proposing to send out circulars,  
Mr Vile theught the outside parents should be considered,  
Mr G. Dixon seconded Mr Duncan's motion,  
Mr Jackson explained the general position; he theught it as well for the committee to settle 
the matter. The motion was put and carried. 
4th May 1897 Mr. A. N. Burns, of the Hutt School, will probably be promoted to a position m 
the Masterton School. 
4th May 1897 The newly-elected Masterton School Committee decided last night to support 
the action of the old Committee in rejecting the teacher selected by the Education Board to 
fill the position of first assistant at the Masterton School. 
11th May 1897  Penmanship in schools and penmanship in commerce have, time out of mind, 
been separate and distinct arts. No wonder the Masterton School Committee spent two hours 
last evening in a vain attempt to reconcile them. School caligraphy is slow and laberious, and 
its merits he in fanciful strokes like these of the cane—up-strokes light and downstrokes 
heavy. Commercial caligraphy aims at speed and legibility. The latter is, of course, the art 



which intelligent parents desire, but it is unusual to teach it in our schools, Many years ago 
we knew a teacher who attempted to introduce it, with the result that he was at once snubbed 
by the Inspector. We do not suppose that the Inspectors themselves know much abeut the real 
art of penmanship, for it was probably unknown in the schools in which they themselves were 
educated. Place, say, half-a-dozen Inspectors at a ledger in a merchant's office, and their own 
caligraphy would possibly discredit them for positions as junior clerks. Perhaps, in another 
century or two, the scientific methed of instruction will find its way into our schools, but we 
doubt the possibility of its introduction at the present time. It is a melancholy fact that most 
people learn to write after they leave school, not before; and that very often Inspectors do 
not—for want of commercial training—learn to write either before or after they leave school. 
Apart from the moot question of what penmanship should be, it is noteworthy that the 
Masterton School has enjoyed a high reputation for good writing, At the last annual 
examination twenty-six pupils were marked " excellent," three hundred and seventy-two 
"strong," fifty-seven  were weak, and only one failed. As schools go, the Masterton School 
takes a high position for caligraphy, the only arguable point being the discrepancy between 
school and commercial systems. In our opinion, Mr Keith's criticism is applicable to all 
schools, and it was a mistake to limit it to any one individual institution. 
11th May 1897 The Masterton School Committee intends to see the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act strictly enforced. Some members were most emphatic on this at last night's 
meeting. 
The Masterton School Committee were in "argumentative mood " last night and debated 
everything with a hearty warmth pleasant to behold. The meeting was an all-round lively one, 
and the new Committee evidently does not intend to let anything slide without knowing all 
abeut it and giving full vent to their feelings. If they keep it up the Chairman won't be sorry 
when next election comes! 
11th May 1897 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), C. E. Daniell , 
T. Wagg, T, Dixon, E, McEwen, G. Dixon, A, Vile, H. O'Leary , and T. Duncan.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £11 2s 6d.  
The Head Master reported Sir,—l have  the honour to submit the following report for the past 
month Roll, 591; average attendance, 494; percentage of attendance, 81 During the last two 
weeks the attendance has been very satisfactory, 86 per cent of the children on the roll having 
attended regularly during that period. The attendance of the two preceding weeks was not so 
good. I notice that in another country district a paid truant inspector has been appointed. I 
would suggest that the Committee consider the advisability of obtaining such an officer for 
this district. There are, on an average one hundred children absent every day. As far less than 
half of these arc absent through illness, it follows that a large number arc unnecessarily 
absent. A list of irregular children accompanies this report, On the 3rd inst Mr Davidson took 
up his duties as relieving teacher pending the appointment of a first assistant, Several of the 
swings in the girls' playground are out of repair, the ironwork at the top of each being worn 
away, The ground underneath, the swings also needs attention, holes having been formed in 
which the rain water collects, I think a little asphalt would prove satisfactory. I find the 
renewal of the earth pans is a matter which will not admit of further delay. I strongly urge the 
Committee to attend to the matter at once. In accordance with the wish of the Committee the 



hour of assembling school was altered to 9.30 this morning. There are two small repairs that 
require attending to.  
Mr Geo. Dixon moved that the swings be attended to. As visiting member he might say he 
was very well satisfied with the discipline of the School. He would also move that the stones 
be taken off the teachers' paddock.  
Mr Daniell opposed putting gravel under the swings as inefficient; timber would be better. 
Resolved that necessary repairs be effected and a report on the cost of repairing swings etc., 
be presented to next meeting,  
Resolved to ask Sergeant O'Malley to undertake the duties of Truant Officer; complaints 
being frequently made his assistance is therefore asked.  
Miss Keeling reported: 
Sir,—l have  the honour to submit the following report to the Committee:— The attendance, 
which was affected by the diphtheria cases, is again very good, the average for the month 
being 85, out o£ 108 on the roll. New basins at the pumps are very much needed. The present 
ones have been in use for over four years and are quite worn out. Unless the paths in front of 
the door can be asphalted it will again he necessary to lay fresh gravel where the children 
assemble. We have not sufficient firewood for the winter. The leak in the roof has been 
repaired, A very good piano has been purchased from Mr Candy at a cost of £45. Of this £35 
is to be paid at once and the remainder in two or three month's time  resolved that the 
gravelling, etc., be left in the hands of the Visiting Member and the Board be asked to supply 
the basins, etc. A 
n account from J. P. Elliot of £2 2s was passed for payment.  
Messrs Feist, Duncan and McEwen were appointed to draw up an estimate of the year's 
expenditure before next meeting, to lay before the Trust Lands Trust when applying for the 
next grant.  
Mr T. Duncan said that seeing so much of their revenue was swallowed up in cleaning and 
firewood, fresh tenders for the work be called. It would give everyone a chance of taking up 
the duties, Mr Yule seconded, He theught such positions should periodically be open to 
public tender. Their funds were, very low and they must economise.  
Mr McEwen said in years gone past they had called for tenders and the result had been 
unsatisfactory; They got the work done very badly,  
Mr O'Leary said the should move that it the work was satisfactory the present cleaner’s 
services be retained.  
The Chairman said he was as anxious as anyone to reduce expenditure, but he did not think 
they could improve in the direction indicated.  
Mr Daniell said work well done was worth being paid for. He  did not believe screwing in 
even the sweeper down to the barest existence, He theught if members looked the matter over 
fairly and squarely they would see that there was a great deal of work to do.  
Mr Geo. Dixon believed in putting such positions up to public tender,  
Mr T. Dixon said he didn't wish to screw the man down, but with , their limited income they 
must curtail. He also believed in putting these positions up to tender.  
The Chairman said they were unanimously of opinion that the man was not over-paid. 
Mr Vile; "Query."  
Some more cross fire resulted and then the motion was put and lost.  



On the motion of Mr Vile, seconded by Mr Duncan, it was resolved to send notices to parents 
whose children have been irregular, and if not complied with to prosecute. Messrs T, Dixon 
and T, Duncan were appointed, visiting members, and the meeting closed, 
 A lengthy discussion on " copybeoks" took place and is reported ' elsewhere. . 
11th May 1897 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee last evening a letter was 
read from Mr. J. B. Keith, commission agent, commenting strongly upon the new writing 
copy-beok which it is proposed to introduce into the school, and referring to the caligraphy as 
" hideous, barbarous, and impossible." After considerable discussion, the Committee passed a 
resolution sympathising with the views of Mr. Keith and disapproving the new beok: 
12th May 1897 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
[To THE EDITOR.] 
Sir,— In your issue of yesterday containing the report of the meeting of the above bedy you 
state that Mr T, Duncan said that seeing so much of their revenue was swallowed up in 
cleaning and firewood, fresh tenders for the work should be called. It would give everyone a 
chance of taking up the duties." This is an error as the resolution was proposed by Mr T, 
Dixon and did not meet with my sympathy. I was given to understand that the present 
caretaker carried out his duties in a most efficient manner and I considered the remuneration 
he receives (namely twenty-three shillings per week) quite little enough for the onerous 
duties the carried out. 1 therefore voted against Mr Dixon's resolution as did the majority of 
the Committee,-I am, etc., Thes. Duncan. [Mr Duncan is correct, The alteration o£ names was 
a printer's error.—Ed. W.D.T.] 
15th May 1897 Trust Lands Trust Annual Meeting Part of. ….the Secretary stated that £95 
had been granted to the Masterton School during the year; £27 10s to the Fernridge School; 
St. Patrick's, £22 10s; the Technical School, £IOO.  
Mr Elliot said it was matter for regret that the Trustees were getting away more and more 
from the original purpose of the Trust-education—and making it a secondary question While 
not minding a vote of theusands for the Town Hall the Trustees, the was sorry to see 
begrudged a vote of £50 for the Technical School,……….. 
26th May 1897 Wellington Education Board Mr. McCardle moved, and Mr, Hogg 
seconded—" That Mr. R. Darrock be appointed first assistant at the Masterton School."  
Mr. Young moved—" That the appointment by the Board of Mr. Burns be confirmed." .He 
considered that, all other things being equal, the fact that Mr. Burns had taken the pains to 
obtain a higher classification should warrant his receiving the appointment. The Rev. J. 
Paterson and Mr. Robertson agreed in this, the former stating that Mr. Burns was one of the 
best and one of the most promising young men in the Board's service. Mr. Buchanan said 
that, Mr. Darrock being a Carterton bey, his sympathies were naturally with him, but in view 
of what had been said abeut Mr. Burns his vote must go for him (Mr. Burns), much as he 
would like to oblige the Masterton Committee, who wished for the appointment of Mr. 
Darrock. Mr. Bradey was of like opinion. On division Mr Burns's appointment to the position 
was confirmed.  
A communication was received from Mr. J. B. Keith, of Masterton, as to upright writing 
introduced into the Masterton school. It was decided to refer the matter to the School 
Committee. 
27th May 1897  



THE MASTERTON SCHOOL APPOINTMENT. [To The Editor]." Sir Will the Masterton 
School Committee submit to the autocratic ruling of the Education Board and accept Mr 
Burns, or will it stand by Messrs Hogg and McCardle and contest the matter to the furthest 
degree as did the Nelson School Committee some years ago when the Board attempted to 
force Mr Ladley into the position of headmaster of the Bridge-street School?  
The Chairman, Mr Graham, M.H.R. was a man of grit and backed up by a majority of the 
Committee he refused to receive Mr Ladley. The question was taken to the Supreme Court 
where the judge ruled in favour of the Committee. Fresh applications were called for the post 
and the Committee selected Mr Gibbs of the Nelson College. The Board gracefully approved. 
If' the Masterton School Committee is not to have a voice in the appointment of its teachers, 
then it is a mere farce for the Board to consult it,-Yours, etc,,' Justice. Masterton, 27th May, 
1897. 
29th May 1897 With reference to the appointment of Mr A. M. Burns to the Masterton School 
by the Education Board, Mr Yule has sent to the Secretary of the School Committee, the 
following notice of motion to come before the next meeting" That this Committee before 
fully accepting the appointment of Mr Burns as first assistant to the Masterton School, 
"requests the Wellington Education " Board to obtain from its solicitor for " the information 
of the Committee, an " opinion as to the application of clause " forty-five of the Education 
Act, 1877, "in the event of a Committee and a " Board disagreeing over the appointment of a 
teacher. 
31st May 1897 In his remarks at the Masterton School Committee meeting on Saturday, Mr T. 
Duncan specially emphasised the fact that in his remarks regarding a Presbyterian clergyman 
who was reported to have endeavored to influence a member of the School Committee, he 
was not alluding to the Rev Wood.  
31st May 1897 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held on Saturday 
night, to further discuss the question of the recent appointment of first assistant master at the 
School. Present—Messrs E. Feist (chairman], A, Vile, T. Duncan, C. E. Daniell, E. McEwen, 
J O'Leary, T. Wagg, T. and G. Dixon. Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H R a member of the Education 
Board, was also present. 
The Chairman stated that a letter had been received from the Education Board stating that Mr 
Burns had been appointed first assistant master. Personally he did not wish to press the matter 
further, as he theught nothing could be done, and felt that they would have to accept the 
Board's appointment under protest, the also stated that the Board having selected a candidate, 
the Committee would have to acknowledge him. The Secretary then read the letter received 
from the Board, in which the Committee was notified that Mr Burns would take up his 
position at the School on Monday. 
Mr Vile suggested that it would be a good plan to hear Mr Hogg's views on the subject before 
going into the mailer. Mr Hogg then fully explained the position taken up by the Board. He 
said that he had upheld Mr Darroch's appointment, but as a large majority of members were 
against this he had to submit to the decision of the Board, he further explained that Mr 
Young, one of the members of the Board, had carried a resolution that Mr Burns should be 
appointed, and he was supported by other members, on the ground that he held a University 
degree. Mr Buchanan sided with Mr Darroch, but couldn't overlook the matter of the 
University Degree, and the debate was settled in Mr Burns’s favour. 



The speaker said this was the first instance in which the Committee had differed, and he was 
sorry to see the Education Board working in such a " button-hole" manner against a country 
teacher like Mr Darroch. He considered Mr Darroch had not had fair play and deserved great 
credit for the way in which the had worked in connection with the School. The Education 
Board appeared to have little knowledge of Mr Darroch and made a regular "Hobson's 
choice" of Mr Burns. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Hogg for the information he had given them. Mr Duncan agreed 
with Mr Hogg, that a very great wrong had been done to Mr Darroch, and the way in which 
the Board acted in the matter was a scandalous shame. He theught that as the majority of the 
Board were Presbyterians Mr Darroch's claim had been overlooked. He then moved that a 
member of the Committee be appointed to go to Wellington with Mr Hogg, and consult Sir 
Robert Stout on the matter, and find out from him what position they were to take. In the 
meantime Mr Burns should be warned not to take up the appointment, Mr McEwen seconded 
the motion. Mr Vile agreed with Mr Duncan and held that the Committee would be failing in 
their duty if they allowed the matter to rest at this stage. Mr Daniell said that he felt they had 
to submit under protest to the Board. He came with the intention of accepting Mr Burns, but 
since then had heard the facts from Mr Hogg, his views were somewhat modified, he was 
sorry to see Mr Darroch treated unfairly, He would like to know who was to pay the expense 
of sending one of the Committee to Wellington to interview Sir Robert Stout? 
The Chairman replied that this must be settled by the Committee. The motion was then put 
and carried. Mr Duncan was appointed as the member to wait on Sir Robert Stout but 
declined. It was then resolved on the motion of Mr Duncan that Mr Hogg act on behalf of the 
Committee. 
Mr Hogg stated that he would go to Wellington on Monday morning, and return the same 
night, when a meeting could be called to hear his report. A telegram was received during the 
meeting stating that the Board could not send Mr Burns to fill the position on Monday. 
31st May 1897 THE MASTERTON SCHOOL AFFAIR. 
Special to the New Zealand Times. Masterton, May 30. 
Communication was received yesterday morning by the secretary of the School Committee 
from the secretary of the Education Board, stating that Mr A. N. Burns had been appointed 
first assistant at the Masterton School, and would commence duty on Monday. A .special 
meeting of the School Committee was held last night to consider the matter. 
Mr Hogg, who was present by invitation, somewhat astonished the committee by stating that 
the members of the Board had evidently gone to the last meeting with their minds made up to 
appoint Mr Burns. He explained further that when going down the street in Wellington after 
the meeting with Messrs Bradey and Young, the former had said he was sorry that Mr 
Darroch’s testimonials had not been in earlier, as he theught if they were he might have voted 
differently. Several members of the committee spoke strongly abeut the practice of 
buttonholing, Mr Duncan, in particular, characterising it as pernicious. He also said it was a 
scandal and a disgrace that an appointment should be made by buttonholing. He had heard 
that the appointment of Mr Burns was a Presbyterian one, most of the members of the Board 
being Presbyterians. Mr Darroch, on the other hand, was a Roman Catholic. ' He had also - 
heard that the Presbyterian minister had called on one of the Masterton Committee men and 
held out an inducement to support Mr Burns on the ground that he would be an acquisition to 
the local Presbyterian choir. 



After warmly debating the question the committee requested Mr Hogg to proceed to 
Wellington on Monday and take the advice of Sir Robt, Stout on the question, and report to 
another special meeting to be hold on Monday night. 
With reference to the appointment of Mr A. N. Burns to the Masterton School by the 
Education Board, Mr Vile has sent to the secretary of the School Committee the following 
notice of motion to come before the next meeting:—“That this committee, before finally 
accepting the appointment of Mr Burns as first assistant to the Masterton School, requests the 
Wellington Education Board to obtain from its solicitor for the information of the committee 
an opinion as to the application of clause 45 of the Education Act, 1877, in the event of a 
committee and a Board disagreeing over the appointment of a teacher." 
31st May 1897 he Masterton School Committee, which is just now at loggerheads with the 
Wellington Educational Board abeut the appointment of an assistant master, seems, like Job's 
war-horse, to take pleasure in the battle. A short tune ago by a vote of six to three ifc 
condemned the introduction of Vere Foster's copy-beoks into its school. Its only ground for 
censuring a series of beoks recommended by  the Inspectors, and successfully used in many 
schools of the colony, was, we understand, a cursory examination of a copy of one of the 
earlier numbers of the series supplied to it by Mr Keith, who also wrote to the Committee a 
strong letter of disapprobation, in which he described the style of Mr " Foster's writing as "' 
hideous, barbarous, impossible." " The combination,'^ said Mr. Keith of nearly vertical down 
- strokes with upstrokes proper to a running hand is opposed to all the canons of the art of 
caligraphy." The letter seems to have had great weight with the majority of the Committee, 
but it is impossible that they would have passed such a resolution had they examined 
specimens of the finished writing, to which of course the earlier numbers of the series only 
form stepping-stones. As far as we can see, the chief points in the style objected to by the 
Masterton educational" experts " are that all down strokes should be parallel to one another 
— scarcely a hideous, barbarous, or impossible style— and that the up strokes should be 
continuous, so as to avoid breaks and frequent lifting of the pen from the paper. The net result 
makes for speed and legibility, and the series in question compares very favourably with 
many others. Education must be progressive, and nothing is more foolish than to condemn 
one of its steps without understanding fully its place in the series of lessons to which it 
belongs. Teaching is an art which requires training and experience, and these who direct our 
educational system, should recognise this fact, and not jump to the conclusion that anyone 
can tell by intuition how an art or science should be taught. We are, however, afraid that 
schoolmasters, in their eagerness to pass their pupils through the various standards, 
sometimes neglect caligraphy, which is a most important study for beys who are to engage in 
any mercantile pursuits. We have ourselves heard of sixth and seventh standard beys who 
could scarcely write an application for a situation without destroying all hopes of their 
obtaining it. Doubtless the Masterton School Committee had some glimmering idea abeut this 
neglect in their minds when they opposed the use of Vere Foster's copybeoks, but they 
scarcely proved by their vote their, ability to correct the evil. 
31st May 1897 THE MASTERTON SCHOOL DIFFICULTY. 
[by telegraph.— own correspondent.] Masterton, This Day. In consequence of the receipt of a 
letter from the Wellington Education Board stating that Mr. A. N. Burns had been appointed' 
first assistant at the Masterton School, a special meeting of the School Committee was held 
on Saturday night to consider the position. Mr. Hogg, who was present, stated what had been 



done by the Education Board. He said he expected that after having consulted the new 
Committee the Board would have taken its advice, but this had not been done. It seemed to 
him that the members of the Board had gone to the meeting with their minds made up. After 
the last meeting the went along the Wellington street with Messrs. Bradey and Young, 
members of the Board. Mr. Bradey expressed regret at what had occurred, and said he was 
sorry Mr. Darroch's credentials were not in earlier, as, he said, he had been interviewed by 
Mr. Burns and had promised him his support. Mr. Hogg expressed himself strongly upon the 
system of button-holing and maintained that Mr. Darroch should have been appointed. Nearly 
the whole of the members of the committee spoke on the subject. Mr. Duncan proposed that 
the opinion of Sir Robert Stout be taken on the subject. It was, he said, a scandal and a 
disgrace that buttonholing should have been resorted to. He also said he had heard that the 
Presbyterian minister had waited upon the members of the Committee and said Mr. Burns 
would be an acquisition to the Presbyterian choir. He (Mr. Duncan) considered the 
appointment was a Presbyterian one. Mr. Vile, who had given notice of motion asking the 
Board to take the opinion of its solicitor as to the legal position, withdrew a motion to that 
effect in favour of that of Mr. Duncan, which was put and carried with only one disagreement 
Mr. Hogg left this morning to interview Sir Robert Stout, and a special meeting is to be held 
to-night to deal with his report.  
Mr. Hogg came to Wellington this morning at the request of the committee consulted Sir 
Robert Stout as to the validity of the Board’s action in appointing Mr. Burns in the face of the 
fact that the committee had elected Mr. Darroch, the present second assistant for promotion. 
Mr. Burns has been informed by the Board that he is not to go to Masterton until his 
successor is appointed. Mr. Burns is a B.A. of the New Zealand University, and it was mainly 
on account of that fact he was chosen by the majority of the Board. The committee, on the 
other hand, holds that Mr. Darroch has proved such an, efficient teacher that it is only right 
that he should be promoted to the vacancy.  
Note: Both Mr Burns and Mr Darroch worked there way up to become Head Masters in large 
Wellington Schools 
1st June 1897 A NEW EDUCATION DISTRICT. [to the editor.] Sir,—Your leading article of 
the  28th May ought to appeal to the good sense from the people throughout the Wairarapa 
and Pahiatua without respect to political creed. The idea of forming an education district 
between Hawke's Bay and Palliser Bay, on this side of the ranges, comprising as it does the 
rapidly-growing  and important bush country, as well as the older-settled Wairarapa Valley 
and the East Coast, would be a solution of the difficulties arising through the Wellington 
Education Board as now constituted. Our representation on that Board is utterly inadequate, 
and the interests of this district are sacrificed to the greed of Wellington. The Board's scurvy 
treatment of the Masterton School Committee, in spite of the protests of our representatives, 
is a very good object lesson and another is afforded by the present attempt to capture  the 
bulk of the scholarships for Wellington. We have suffered enough already through the 
alliance with Wellington in the matter of charitable aid and not content with draining this 
district for Wellington paupers, an attempt was made to fasten the Wellington Hospital on our 
shoulders and they are trying to cripple our shows also; "It is abeut time to wake up and for 
once I am very pleased to see you directing public opinion in a very desirable direction.—l 
am, etc.,  Pao Bono Publico 
1st June 1897 THE MASTERTON SCHOOL DIFFICULTY. 



THE COMMITTEE GIVES WAY. [BY TELEGBAPH.— OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 
Masterton, This Day. Another special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
last night, when Mr. Hogg presented the opinion of Sir Robert Stout regarding the difficulty 
between the Education Board and the Committee. This opinion was to the effect that the 
Board had the right to appoint after consulting the Committee. The Committee accepted Sir 
Robert Stout's opinion as final but passed a resolution of sympathy with Mr. Darroch. One 
member also gave notice to move that the Minister of Education be approached with the view 
of having the Act amended so that an arbitrator may be appointed to settle cases where 
Boards and Committees disagree. 
3rd June 1897 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, —May I trouble you to publish the following correspondence arising 
out of a report in your issue of this day :  The Manse, Masterton, 31st May 1897. ‘ 
Mr Duncan, Member Masterton School Committee. Dear Sir,— The New Zealand Times 
reports you as saying at a recent meeting of School Committee that you had heard that the 
Presbyterian minister had called on one of the Masterton committeemen and held out an 
inducement to support Mr Burns that he would be an acquisition to the local Presbyterian 
choir. May I trouble you to let me know ; (1) If the foregoing be an accurate report of what 
you said; (2) if the report be correct, may I ask you for the name of “the Presbyterian 
minister” who takes such an interest in the choir of the church of which I am minister ?’ 
Yours truly, ; Robert Wood. [Rev] Masterton,  
31st May 1897. Rev Robert Wood, Manse, Masterton. Dear Sir, — .... 1 have no hesitation in 
saying that the report is inaccurate so far as it  states  “ the Presbyterian minister.” What I said 
was that it was currently reported in town that a Presbyterian minister had approached one of 
the committee and held out the inducement mentioned, and I further mentioned to the 
committee that I particularly wished to state in fairness to the Rev Mr Wood that he was not 
the gentleman whose name was mentioned, but one who did not reside in Masterton. I very 
much regret that the report, as appearing in the New Zealand Times, is so inaccurate, as on 
the face of it the natural inference is that it referred to you. As regards your request that I 
should give you the name of the minister referred to, I regret that I cannot see my way to 
accede to your request, but as the matter is common talk in the town I am sure you will have 
no trouble in ascertaining who was referred to.—Yours faithfully, (Signed) Them. Duncan.  
I can only say that “common talk” has not given me the information Mr Duncan refuses to 
give me. “Common talk” in this town led one of our newspaper men to write an obituary 
notice of a prominent citizen, who, at the time the notice was written, was enjoying 
remarkably good health, and who is at present doing excellent service! —l am, &., Robert 
Wood. Masterton, May 31, 1897. 
7th June 1897 The  Masterton School breaks up on J lino 20th, for three  weeks' an extra week 
being granted on account of the Record Reign celebrations. 
7th June 1897 At Carterton on Saturday the local school team easily defeated the Masterton 
School by sixteen points (four tries, two of which were converted) to nil. Masterton gave a 
poor exhibition of football and showed a lamentable want of combination. If our beys care to 
win their games they must pay more attention to practising as a team; it is useless for half the 
team to practice without the other half—perfection will never he attained under such 
conditions. By the way, it is a pity that referees are not appointed for School matches. 
Considerable time has taken up in hunting for a suitable referee on Saturday. 



8th June 1897 A very pleasing little ceremony took place yesterday at Waihakeke, when Mr 
W. Waite, late of the Masterton School, received a mark of the esteem ho is hold in by his 
late pupils and fellow teachers, in the form of a presentation. Mr E, S. Maunsell, Chairman of 
the Waihakeke School Committee supported by Messrs Shaw and Moncrieff was present. Mr 
Maunsell opening proceedings in a happy speech. Mr Edwin Feist (chairman of the Masterton 
School Committee) then handed over to Mr Waite, a very handsome combination clock, 
barometer and thermometer, from the teachers; a bearskin buggy rug from the scholars of the 
Masterton School, and a special gift from Mr W. H, Jackson to Miss E. Waite in the shape of 
a tastefully illuminated birthday beok, in return for her piano-playing at school exercises. Mr 
Feist referred in suitable language to Mr Waite's long connection with the old school and 
wished him every success in his now sphere. 
Mr Waite feelingly replied, expressing his hearty appreciation of the kindness of his dear 
young friends, the scholars of the Masterton  Public School, and his co-workers in Masterton. 
At the conclusion of the presentation the visitors, in response to a cordial invitation from Mr 
Maunsell, visited his fine property and were shown many objects of interest, one of the 
principal being Mr Maunsell's perfectly fitted-up dairy, which is indeed something to be 
proud of. 
. We ought not to omit to mention that the presentation clock was obtained from Mr W, 
Dougall, of Queen-street, and was quite a work of art 
9th June 1897 Mr A. N. Burns, who has been appointed to the Masterton School, will take up 
his duties on Monday next, Mr Davidson, the Board's relieving teacher, at present in 
Masterton, will succeed Mr Burns at the Hutt until a permanent appointment is made. 
9th June 1897  
Sir — Some remarks contained in your article of 31st ultimo with. regard to the Masterton 
School Committee, Vere Foster's copy-beoks, and myself, are calculated to create a wrong 
impression. Will you permit me to explain In the first place, your statement that the 
Committee " condemned the introduction of Vere Foster's copy-beoks into its school " is 
inaccurate. Vere Poster's copy-beoks, as adopted by the School Boards of all the leading 
districts in England and Scotland, and by the Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland, are approved by all the members of the Committee, and I never heard of anybedy 
objecting to them. The beoks condemned are called " Vere Foster's Copy-Books — Upright 
System." As far as I can learn, Mr. Vere Foster is not responsible for them, nor have they 
been adopted by the educational autherities in England. They represent a new departure of the 
nature of a mischievous fad ; and even the publishers of these  series disclaim any intention 
of putting them forward as an improvement on Vere Foster's recognised system. They refer to 
them as merely "a variation which finds favour in certain quarters." Your strictures on the 
action of the Committee are, I think, quite uncalled for. The members of the Committee 
examined the beoks objected to for themselves, and it is neither fair nor reasonable to assume 
that they were unduly influenced by any representation of mine. Your own contention that the 
beoks cannot be judged singly, but only as a series, is, in my opinion, quite untenable. There 
is practically no difference, except iv size of the letters. The style is identical throughout. I 
am, &, J. B. Keith. Masterton, 2nd June, 1897.1897  
12th June 1897 Mr. A. N. Burns, who is abeut to take up the position of first assistant in the 
Masterton School, was yesterday presented by the children of the Lower Hutt School with a 
gold albert, Olive Gray reading a note from the children and Lila Judd handing the present to 



the recipient. On behalf of the teachers Mr Barry handed Mr. Burns a pair of gold sleeve-
links engraved with his monogram, at the same time wishing him success and happiness in 
his new position. The School Committee wrote expressing regret at parting with such a 
capable teacher. 
15th June 1897 The Harmonious Blacksmiths" who constitute the Masterton School 
Committee went at it hammer and tongs last evening and showed what they could do when 
they came to a " white heat." It appeared that almost everybedy threatened to resign, or did 
resign, or ought to have resigned. The business got into hopeless confusion, and it would be 
cruel, .positively cruel, to say what did really take place. " The Harmonious Blacksmiths" 
should take a leaf from the beok of the Benevolent Trustees of this town. These latter 
gentlemen invited the press of this town to do justice to them, " they were not ashamed of 
anything they said or did; all they wanted was for it to be truthfully reported." Well the press 
gave them one truthful report, and one was enough. Now they do their business in secret 
committee, and defy criticism. If the Masterton School Committee or the ''Harmonious 
School Committee," or the " Harmonious Blacksmiths " who constitute it, will only go into 
secret committee on the perpendicular copybeok business, they will save their friends a good 
deal of anxiety, 
15th June 1897 The Masterton Town Lands Trustees are to be asked to grant a subsidiary 
scholarship of £30 to Phoebe Butler, of the local school.  
The Masterton school, children will march with the Demonstration procession on June 22nd 
15th June 1897 The following circular letter is being sent to School Committees in this 
District: - Traffic Manager's Office, Wellington, 10th May,-181)7. Sir,—Referring to the last 
paragraph of the circular dated 11th October 1897 from the General Manager of Railways, I 
have to inform you that it has been decided, in connection with the Queen's record reign. that 
this year each school may have an excursion in addition to the one per annum usually 
allowed, at the fares stated in the above-mentioned circular, provided that such additional 
excursion docs not take place on a public holiday. -Yours faithfully, T.E. Don, Traffic  
Manager.  
A man who bears the reputation of being   a steady, sober worker, yesterday while on a visit 
to Masterton was rash enough to imbibe four whiskies and two long glasses of colonial beer 
in a very short space of time. The result was disastrous, for under the impression that he was  
leading jockey, the alcohol absorber got on a gee-gee and galloped up Queen street just as the 
Main School children were leaving. Fortunately the little ones escaped, but the reckless rider 
came a cropper and was eventually lodged in gaol. This morning he was lectured by Mr T. 
Duncan, J,P., and was in consequence of past excellent conduct let off with the lenient fine of 
10s and costs.  
At last night's meeting of the Masterton School committee, Mr Vile moved in accordance 
with notice given: -"That the Committee, from its own experience recognising that clause 
forty-five of the Education Act, providing that School Committees shall be consulted 
regarding the appointment of teachers, is meaningless and farcical, requests the Minister for 
Education to introduce an amendment to the Act to provide that in the event of an Education 
Board, and a School Committee disagreeing over the appointment of a teacher the matter 
Shall be submitted for settlement to a competent Court of Arbitration.". The motion was 
carried, the" Chairman dissenting. . 



15th June 1897 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present-Messrs E, Feist (Chairman), C. E. Daniell, 
T. Dixon, E. McEwen, Geo. Dixon, T. Duncan, L O'Leary, A. Vile. 
 The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. The Secretary reported a debit balance 
of £ 17s lOd. 
The Railway Department wrote, stating that owing to it being the record reign year year an 
additional school excursion would be permitted to each school this year. '  
The Chairman said there was also the application for the Record Reign procession, in which 
the children were asked to take part.  
Resolved  on the motion of Mr Vile that the Committee approve of the suggestion that the 
children march in procession on June 22nd, and that Mr Jackson make all arrangements.  
Miss Keeling's report was read as ' follows. Sir, I have the honour to submit to the Committee 
the following report on the Infant School. The attendance during the month has been very 
good, highest 97 , average 90, No. on roll 107.  
The new basins and cups have been supplied, and 1 pointed out to the visiting member, the 
necessity of a berder of some kind to prevent the gravel from working off the path. It is 
destroying the shrubs"  
The Head Teacher's report was read as follows:  
Sir, —I have the honor to submit the following report for the past month Roll 597; average 
attendance, 509; percentage of attendance, 85. The attendance  for the month has been good, 
and consequently the work has made satisfactory progress Accompanying this report is a list 
of absentees. In my last report I suggested to the Committee the desirability of appointing a 
Truant Officer. The Committee resolved to request the police to assist in the matter. This will 
not meet the case. The compulsory clauses will never be carried out effectively under the 
present methed. Is is impossible for mc to make my absentee list thoroughly reliable. I have 
to depend on verbal messages brought to me to guide me  in making up the list. If an officer 
were appointed he would call on all absentees and satisfy himself regarding the cause of 
absence. 'The fines and penalties recoverable would pay him a good salary, In each of my 
reports tor the last three months I have drawn the attention of the Committee to the shocking 
state of the earth closets. I pointed out a month ago that the matter would not admit of further 
delay. The receptacles will not hold the excremental matter, and it is finding its way into the 
charcoal filters and blocking them up. In addition to the danger of our closet system 
becoming seriously impaired a consideration for the health of the children makes it 
imperative that effective steps should be taken to remedy tbc evil. The Committee will 
doubtless have noticed that the Education Board has awarded a scholarship to Phoebe Butler 
of this school. Three Masterton pupils are this year receiving the benefit of scholarships two 
at the College and the other at the Girls' High School. With regard to the case of the girl 
named I recommend the Committee to request the Town Lands Trustees to award her a 
supplementary scholarship of such amount as will enable her to meet the expense incurred 
beyond the amount granted by the Board. It was in view of such cases as this that I urged the 
Committee, some time ago, to suggest the establishment of subsidiary scholarships the value 
of such to be equal to that of the Board's scholarship.  
On Friday last Mr Davidson was transferred to the Hutt School. During the month he has 
done good work. Mr Burns took up his duties to-day. 



 I have received from Mr .J R Blair through the Chairman of the Masterton Committee, three 
volumes for the School library- Bacon's Dictionary in two vols., and Prof Nicholl’s American 
Literature. 
I would suggest to the Committee the desirability of arranging for the demonstration on 
Tuesday next, If it is decided that the School children are to take part in the proceedings I 
think most of the staff will assist in the matter.  
I enclose a letter relating to the new copy-beoks recently introduced by me. 
 Mr T. Dixon reported on the necessity of renewing the swings at the Masterton Main School. 
The only way to improve the playground under the swings was to plank it or put down 
asphalt; he would recommend planking. The probable cost would be abeut £8. Other trifling 
repairs were urgent. 
Resolved   that the works be carried out as needed, at a cost not exceeding £10.  
T Cox and P. Hider wrote offering to sweep the School chimneys at a shilling each chimney. 
Resolved that the applicants be taken in turns, and that P. Hitler be employed this year.  
With regard to the Truant Officer, Mr Sellar, Secretary, reported that Sergeant O'Malley had 
informed him that the regulations of the force prevented him accepting the office but that he 
would instruct the officers under his charge to keep youngsters off the streets in school hours 
as well as able.  
Mr Jackson pointed out the necessity of a proper Truant Officer   
It was stated that Featherston had appointed a Truant Officer at £8 per annum.  
Mr Geo. Dixon moved and Mr T. Dixon seconded that the Education Board be asked to 
provide a Truant Officer for Masterton.  
Mr Daniell moved as an amendment and Mr Duncan seconded, that applications be invited 
for the position of Truant Officer at Masterton, applicants to state terms and the applications 
to be forwarded to the Education Board with the request that an appointment be made.  
The motion was withdrawn in favor of the amendment.  
Mr Jackson said the difficulty he met with under the present system, was that many children 
were reported to be ill whom he had reason to believe were not, A Truant Officer would 
ascertain definitely.  
Mr Vile doubted whether Masterton  required a Truant Officer if the Education Act were 
properly enforced.  
It was pointed out by the Secretary that a Truant Officer would get at cases that never came 
within the knowledge of the Committee or the School Master.  
The motion of Mr Daniell was then carried.  
The Chairman moved that the Town Lands Trustees be asked to make the usual scholarship 
grant to Phoebe Butler.  
Mr Jackson referred to past discussions on the scholarship question and suggested that unless 
the sum were £30 it was very little good to the children of working parents.  
The Chairman added to his motion that the sum the Trustees be asked to grant be £30. The 
motion was carried.  
With regard to the closet pans Mr McEwen regretted that the work had not been let locally. 
Resolves the Chairman be asked to hurry the matter as much as possible.  
The upright-writing question was again the subject of heated discussion.  
Mr Robert Darroch wrote returning sincere thanks for the efforts to secure his promotion and 
assuring the Committee of his intention to continue using his best efforts for the school's 



welfare. The following resolution was subsequently moved by Mr McEwen and and carried 
That the Committee respectfully urges the Education Board to recognise Mr R Darroch's 
superior ability as a teacher by appointing him to the first vacant post that may mean 
promotion to him. 
 Mr J. If. Blair, Chairman of the Education Board, wrote, presenting two large volumes of 
reference to the School. A hearty vote  of thanks was accorded to Mr Blair.  
Resolved that the Secretary take action to prosecute absentee children,  
Other minor matters were dealt with, and the meeting adjourned at 10 p.m. 
15th June 1897 By telegraph.— own correspondent.] Masterton, This Day. At a meeting of 
the Masterton School Committee last evening, a letter from Mr. J. B. Keith, sent from the 
Education Board, on the question of the new upright system of writing introduced to the 
school, created an animated discussion. An explanation of the new system was received from 
the headmaster, and the Chairman then moved "That this Committee is .satisfied with the 
competence of the headmaster to teach writing." An amendment was proposed • " That the 
Committee does not consider the new system satisfactory." The amendment was carried by 
five votes to four.  
Mr. Daniell, one of the members of the Committee, walked out of the room and tendered his 
resignation. The proceedings throughout were very lively.  
The Committee passed a resolution asking the Minister of Education to amend the Education 
Act so that in the event of the Board and a Committee disagreeing over the appointment of a 
teacher there might be an umpire. 
THE HANDWRITING TROUBLE IN MASTERTON SCHOOL. 
18th June 1897 The Masterton School Committee by its condemnation of' the present system 
of appointing teachers has directed renewed attention to a very important question. Many 
school committees have at one time or another protested against the arbitrary powers 
conferred upon the Hoards, but as a matter of fact they have usually been allowed a much 
more effective voice in the selection of teachers than was ever contemplated by the framers 
of the Education Act, That measure provides that" the Board shall be entitled to appoint 
teachers for every school under its control, or to remove such teachers from one school to any 
other school within the district," while it limits the power of the Committee to recommending 
teachers to the Board for appointment. In practice, however, the Committees are allowed, 
within certain reasonable limits, to make their own choice. As a rule, the names of a 
considerable number of applicants are submitted by the Board, and the final selection is left 
with the Committee. This seems to us quite as far as the Boards would be justified in 
stretching  the provisions of the act. It is impossible for the members of the Committee to 
keep records of the qualifications of the whole of the teachers, and even if it were otherwise it 
would be undesirable to expose  them to the import unities of a score or two of applicants and 
their friends, The members of the Boards have every facility for ascertaining the merits of the 
various applicants, and they have in addition, the very great advantage of being less 
accessible than (he members of the Committee to the inevitable army of canvassers,  
19th June 1897 Trust  Lands Trust The Masterton School Committee applied  for a grant of 
£IOO also a  scholarship grant of £30 to Phoebe Butler. resolved to hold over the Masterton 
School Committee's applications till the other school applications arc in, and to allow the 
scholarship question to be considered 



23rd June 1897 Altheugh the lady teachers of the Masterton School did not march with their 
pupils yesterday, they assembled at the school and helped form the procession 
There were lots of enquiries for the Masterton  School Committee yesterday. Only Messrs 
McEwen and T. Dixon were visible as Committeemen. 
24th June 1897 At the last meeting of the Masterton School Committee the subject of the Vere 
Foster Copy-beoks was again raised, and after a very heated discussion the majority of the 
Committee confirmed their previous decision against the " upright series " introduced b}' the 
head master. As we stated before, a master, who has had years of practical experience in 
teaching, is more likely to know the best steps to be taken to produce a required educational 
result than amateurs, even if they should also happen to be parents. "We note that the 
Chairman of the Committee evidently adopted this view, and protested against his colleagues 
assuming the functions of an inspectorate or examining beard, but, altheugh the head master 
sent in an exhaustive report in defence of his action, the majority in the plenitude of their 
wisdom decided against the Chairman and the moderate section of their colleagues, and 
passed what was equivalent to a vote of want-of-confidence in the head master. We must own 
that the action of the Committee is rather beyond our comprehension, and why Masterton 
should reject what is considered good by the greater part of the English-speaking world is a 
question that only its own people can answer. We fear that the School Committee made a 
mistake at the beginning— doubtless through want of knowledge— and having once 
committed itself, false pride forbids it to retreat. We possess in our Inspectors  qualified 
officers, competent to criticise the proceedings of teachers, and had the present opposition 
been in any way supported by them, it would have carried weight with these interested in 
primary education. But as it is the whole matter seems to us vexatious and frivolous. If the 
School Committees are to become the supervising examiners of the work done in the schools, 
we might as well save money by abelishing inspectorates altogether. For our own part, we 
have always maintained the importance of primary education, and we are sorry to see such 
unwise action as that taken by the Masterton School Committee. The question is really so 
simple ; if we want to know how to farm we should apply to an experienced practical farmer, 
and in' the same way if we want to know how to teach we ought to seek our information from 
these who have made teaching their life work. 
3rd July 1897 TIIE WRITING DISPUTE. - [to the editor.] Sir, —Your correspondent" 
Parent" docs not, I think, quite realise the position. The writing the Committee and myself 
disapprove of is not held up even by the publishers ns being superior to the standard system. 
It is admittedly a " fad." If" Parent" thinks it right to be guided by autherity in a matter of the 
sort, let him examine the imprint on the Vere Foster Copy Books proper, and note the 
absence of any imprint on the hybrid upright beoks. The system the Committee and myself 
approve has been adopted by the leading educational autherities in England: the system we 
condemn has not.—l am, etc., ,T. B. Keith. Masterton, 2nd July, 1897. 
A SUGGESTION. [to the Editor.] Sir,—Now that the majority of members of the Masterton 
School Committee have cooled down after having told the Head Master that the knows 
nothing abeut writing, might I suggest that the five gentlemen who voted in favour of this 
insult to Mr Jackson should call a public meeting and defend their action. To do this or 
apologise is their only course as honorable men. We should like n little fun out of the four 
blacksmiths; they can all argue well, while the ex-army orator can well take care of himself. 
How nice they would all look on a public platform, with their hair parted down the middle, 



all copyists of the new system of writing. Wouldn't they look fine trying to stand as upright as 
the straight system of Vere Foster's which they condemn. What noble examples of expert 
knowledge would then face the people, declaring with sledge-hammer-oratory their 
convictions, formed after much mature consideration and serious theught. How their 
arguments would flatten out all the ignorant Schoolmasters, Inspectors and Education Boards  
Men who have devoted a life-time to the study would completely collapse. The doctors 
would all do likewise and certify that curved spines are the back-bene of the rising 
democracy. Let us have a public meeting Mr Editor, by all means, and invite all the 
Schoolmasters, Teachers, inspectors and Doctors, but don’t let them have anything to say, 
otherwise—in the diversity of opinions 'expressed—wo may find ourselves  
Anti-Crooked Backs 
5th July 1897 Mr. A. N. Burns, of the Masterton School, has been promoted to the B2 Class 
on the Education Department's list of teachers, having passed the B.A. examination of the 
New Zealand University. 
9th July 1897 The Masterton School Committee met last night and for once were unanimous 
in the matter of the appointment of a teacher, and a resolution was passed practically without 
discussion. 
9th July 1897 The Masterton School Committee has recommended Miss Eliza Wallis for the 
vacancy in the local school. 
13th July 1897 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present Messrs T. Duncan (in the Chair), T. Dixon, 
H. O'Leary, R McEwen, G. Dixon and A, Vile.  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a debit balance at date of £4 7s lOd,  
The Secretary to the  Education Board wrote stating that the recommendation of the 
Committee that Mr Darroch be promoted when opportunity offers, would be berne in mind 
by the Board, Also that the question of appointing a pupil teacher would be dealt with at next 
meeting of the Board.  
Miss Keeling reported that the Infant School re-opened with 81 children present, 95 scholars 
being on the roll.  
Accounts as follows were passed for payment when funds permit: C, H. Mitchell, 16s; P. 
Hider, 12s; R.T. Holmes, 31s ; W, C. Cargill, 10s 6d; J. Payton and Co,, 19s 6d,  
Tenders were received for repairing  the swings etc,, as follows: Coradine and Whittaker £25 
9s; T. B. Mitchell £l5 10s, heart of totara, or £13 15s ordinary building timber,  
Discussion regarding the work ensued, it being finally resolved that the swings and gratings 
be attended to, the other work to he referred to the Education Board.  
The absentee list was read and it was resolved to prosecute the parents of one child under the 
compulsory clauses of the Act.  
Messrs Vile  and O'Leary were appointed visiting members, and they empowered to see the 
swings repaired, and the planking required at the Infant School, 
24th July 1897 Applications from persons willing to act as Truant Officer for the Masterton 
district are invited by the Masterton School Committee 
26th July 1897 The second round of the public school's competition was commenced lust 
Saturday. The Carterton District met the Masterton District at Masterton mid after a very 
evenly contested game defeated our beys by six points a try and a penalty goal) to nil. For the 



winners Tunnicliffe  and Smart in the backs and McKenzie and King in the forwards played 
well, for Masterton Hatch and Townsend, backs, and Robins, Iorns and Perry played well, but 
the display of the other members of the team was miserable, D'Arcy in particular being 
conspicuous. Our beys seemed afraid to soil their new jerseys. 
2nd August 1897 The match between the Masterton and Greytown Schools played at 
Greytown on Saturday last was won by Greytown after a close struggle by eight points to 
five. Masterton was handicapped by not having its strongest team in the  field and found on 
arrival in Greytown that  they had to play Greytown and Featherston combined, not simply 
the Greytown school team as expected. This was a great disadvantage but still they would 
have won had they played more carefully and not thrown away their chances. Te Tau scored 
a try for Masterton which he converted and Beard and Maunsell scored for Greytown one o£ 
which was converted by Beard. 
10th August 1897 MONTHLY MEETING, The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last night.  
Present: Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), T. Duncan, H. O'Leary, A. Vile, T. Wagg. E, McEwen, 
and T. and E. Dixon. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £l 19s 8d. 
After a short argument beta Mr T. Dixon and the Chairman abeut the writing question the 
Chairman moved and Mr Vile seconded that the Committee take no further step with the 
matter, which was carried. 
The report from the Public School was read. 
The visiting members (Messrs Vile and O'Leary) reported on the repairing of the swings and 
Mr McEwen reported on certain repairs done by him to the outbuildings and recommended 
that the drain pipes down the main building and the grating at the doors be attended to at next 
meeting.  
Mr T, Dixon then moved that the action o( the visiting members be approved which was 
seconded by Mr McEwen and carried. 
The drawing examination was then dealt with, three members being required in the morning 
and three in the afternoon as supervisors. It was decided that Messrs 'l'. Dixon, McEwen and 
O'Leary act in the morning and Messrs Wagg, Vile  and Duncan in the afternoon. Mr 
McEwen moved, and Mr Vile seconded that the question of gravel and piping be left in the 
hands of the visiting members. The motion was put and carried, 
Miss Keeling's report was then read. The question of placing a berder round the path for the 
protection of trees, was left in the hands of the visiting members to be dealt with. 
The following accounts were passed for payment E. Green, for repairing swings, £7 15s; 
W.F.C.A., £l 5s 6d; li. T. Holmes, £2 9s 6d; J. I'. Elliot, £1 2s 3d. 
The matter of Truant Officer's appointment was discussed, Mr M. J Symes' name being 
approved of by Mr Feist and sent to the Board for approval the matter being left in the hands 
of the sub-committee. 
Mr T. Dixon moved and Mr O'Leary seconded that Messrs Duncan, Vile and the Chairman 
be appointed as a subcommittee to deal with the Absentee List, which was carried. 
This ended the business, and the meeting adjourned. 
10th August 1897 The following are the reports presented at last night's meeting of the 
Masterton School Committee:—  



Mr W. H. Jackson reported:" I have the honor to submit the following report for the past 
month—Roll 608; average attendance, 186; percentage of attendance, 80. The attendances for 
the last three days of last week were very  low. This has greatly reduced the average 
attendance for the month. Accompanying this report is a very long list of names of children 
who have been irregular during the month, On the 15th ultimo a visit inspection was made by 
Mr Lee.  
The annual drawing examination takes place on Wednesday, the 1st proximo. It will be 
necessary for the committee to depute three of its members to act as supervisors from 9.15 to 
12.30, and three to act from 1.45 to 3. 30. The swings have been put into good repair. The 
new methed of suspending them is a great improvement on the old plan. It is very necessary 
that something should be done to the ground underneath. I would recommend that the holes 
be filled up with gravel for the time, and that afterwards, in the Christmas holidays, the floor 
be asphalted. A little filling-in is required at the entrance to the girls' playground, At present 
the children have to walk through a pool of water, Repairs to the waterpipes in the w..'s  have 
been attended to during the last day or two by the instruction of Mr McEwen. The water 
system is now in therough working order, One of the pupil teachers is absent to-day on 
account of illness,"  
Miss Keeling reported:" I have the honour to submit to the Committee the following report on 
the Infant School: The wet weather and sickness among the children has caused n decrease in 
the attendance, the average for the month being seventy, out of ninety-one on the roll. Miss 
Wallis has been teaching since the holidays, but her appointment dates from 1st August, Mr 
Lee visited the school on the 13th ultimo. He said he was satisfied with the working of the  
school, but I have not yet received his report. The berder round the paths, which the 
Committee promised three months ago, has not yet been seen to, and the shrubs are being 
destroyed by the gravel." 
11th August 1897 . At the last meeting of the Masterton School Committee it was resolved, 
upon the motion of the Chairman, to take no further steps in the much-vexed question of the 
Vere Foster copy-beoks introduced by the head master into the school, and at first objected to 
by the majority of the Committee 
20th August 1897 Mr J. Young, of the Wellington Education Board, visited the Masterton 
School yesterday. 
24th August 1897 On Friday evening last a party of footballers selected from the various 
schools in the Wairarapa proceeded to Wellington for the purpose o! meeting a representative 
Wellington school team. The party comprised seventeen Wairarapa beys, and was under the 
management of Mr R Darroch, of the Masterton School. The scene on the arrival of the train 
at the Te Aro station must have  been n most unusual one—the station being literally packed 
with crowds of school beys, all enthusiastically cheering their visitors from the country, who 
were to remain as the guests of the city beys till the following Monday. On Saturday morning 
the match took place, and, as already recorded, resulted, alter a well contested struggle, in a 
lucky win for Wellington by 4 points (a potted goal) to nil. At the conclusion of the match, 
the rival teams, together with other visitors, adjourned to the Trocadero, where they were 
treated to a sumptuous repast, after which addresses of welcome were made by Messrs J., 
Blair, Chairman of the Education Board, W. T. Grundy and C. Watson; Mr Darroch suitably 
responding on behalf of the visitors. in the afternoon the Wairarapa beys, having been 
supplied with free passes, went out to the Athletic Park and there witnessed the inter-



provincial match, Wellington v. Auckland, On Sunday a trip across the Harbeur to Day's Bay 
had been planned, but as owing to the unsettled state of the weather the steamer didn't run, 
the beys visited the s.s. Waimate (where the Chief Engineer kindly look them down into the 
engine-room to see the machinery) the Patent Slip and other places of  interest round the 
Harbeur. 
Monday morning the beys visited the Botanical Gardens, House of Representatives, the 
grounds and stabling accommodation, etc., of Government' House, and the Government 
Printing Office , where they saw the various processes in the art of printing. In the afternoon 
the beys visited the offices of the Post and there saw amongst other things the afternoon issue 
being printed. This brought the programme to a close and abeut 1 p.m. the party met at the Tc 
Aro station en route for the Wairarapa, Before the departure of the train the Wairarapa beys 
gave hearty cheers for Mr Lewis, the popular secretary of the Wellington Schools Rugby 
Union, and his committee : Messrs Everton, McKenzie, Cowles and Charters who all did 
everything in their power to make the visit of their country friends an enjoyable one. The way 
in which they succeeded will long be remembered by the Wairarapa beys, who one and all 
greatly appreciated the efforts of their hospitable entertainers. The behaviour o( the team 
throughout the trip was most exemplary, and a token to the masters accompanying them 
mean that their efforts on behalf of the beys were understood and 'duly appreciated. 
25th August 1897 Wellington Education Board The Board decided that it was unable to 
accede to a request made by the Masterton School Committee for the appointment of Mr. 
Symes as truant officer. 
7th September 1897 The Masterton School started yesterday morning to assemble at 9 a.m., 
instead of 9.30 a.m., the latter being the lour of opening during the winter. 
14th September 1897 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the above was 
held last evening. Present: .Messrs E Feist (chairman), T. Wagg, E. McEwen , H. O'Leary, G. 
Dixon, T. Duncan and A. Vile.  
The minutes of last meeting were read and continued.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £7 10s 11d.  
Mr C. E. Daniell wrote forwarding his resignation as a member of the Committee.  
The resignation of Mr C. E. .Daniell was accepted with regret.  
Mr O. Pragnell was proposed by Mr T. Duncan to fill the vacancy. 'This was agreed to.  
The Chairman said as the Education Board could not see its wav clear to appoint Mr Symes 
as Truant Officer, he supposed the matter would have to stand over .  
The Secretary said the serving of absentee notices entailed a good deal of unpleasantness and 
he would be glad to forego a portion of his salary if the Committee would supplement this to 
engage an outsider to attend to this portion of the work'.  
Mr Geo. Dixon said it was not right that the Secretary should lose anything, He  would move 
that Messrs Feist, Duncan and Vile be appointed a subcommittee to deal with the matter.— 
Agreed to. 
The Head Teacher reported an average attendance for the month of 518, with 607 on the roll, 
The attendance Mr Jackson did not regard as satisfactory, ninety children being absent on 
every day during the month. At the annual drawing examination the papers worked were: 
Freehand, 72; geometry, 17; scale 52; model, 10; total, 211 The gravel autherised has been 
attended to in a capital manner. The annual examination takes place on the 4th proximo.  



Miss .Keeling reported:—97 on the roll, with an average attendance of 86. The attendances 
generally have been remarkably good.  
The following accounts were passed' for payment:—D. Pickering, £2 2s 10d; Hounslow and 
Hoar, £2 4s 6d; Henry Williams, £3 5s; S. Kingdon, , £1 13s 6d: Tinney and Bethel 10s.  
The matter of repairing the fence at the Infant School and putting in some kerbing was 
referred to the visiting member.  
Mr Wagg said the trees at the Main School wanted lopping. The swings at the beys' school 
had been stayed with four stays. He did not consider the iron-work of the swings strong 
enough, and they would soon be broken.  
Resolved  the lopping of the trees be left to the visiting member and that the swings be left 
over.  
Mr Green's estimate of £l 7s for three gratings for the school doorways was accepted.  
Messrs T. Duncan and T. Dixon were appointed visiting members and the meeting closed. 
21st September 1897 SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION. 
Time was when the one topic of absorbing interest in Masterton was its school  
accommodation, when there were a series of battles royal over the affairs of both the main 
school and the side school, For some years past all these little agitations have died away, and 
the respective seminaries have pursued the even tenor of their ways, undisturbed by all 
clamour and public agitation,  
Yet the time now seems to have arrived when it has become necessary in the interests of the 
town to again do battle with the Board for extensions and repairs which are now sadly 
needed. The growth of population in this town has been so marked that the accommodation of 
our present buildings is altogether inadequate for the demand made upon it. This is more 
especially the case in certain class-rooms of the main school, where children are packed as 
closely as the sheep periodically trucked to Wellington.  
The health of the children in overcrowded rooms must suffer and it is also evident that the 
difficulties of the task of educating them are very much enhanced if there is insufficient space 
in the building. As the population of Masterton is still growing and as at the present time the 
school is overcrowded it is evident that prompt steps should be taken to remedy the difficulty. 
Probably the visiting members of the School Committee who are supposed to periodically 
inspect the class rooms are in a better position than ourselves to express an opinion on this 
question of overcrowding, If they are of the opinion that the accommodation in the main 
school is insufficient, they will, we trust, make prompt representations to the Education 
Board with a view of securing the erection during the summer vacation of such additional 
class rooms as may be needed. It is also pretty evident that the satisfactory up-keep of the 
present structure demands a new coat of paint. The school buildings are not only 
overcrowded, but somewhat dingy and dilapidated and the present is a very suitable time for 
bringing their condition generally under the notice of the Board, It may be that the 
attendances at the main school are growing too great for any one building, and that the 
remedy might be found by the erection of new class-rooms in Victoria-street, and the transfer 
of certain junior classes to that locality. On this point we do not care to express an opinion, as 
it is ono which should be decided by educational experts, and we only mention it as an aspect 
of the question which should not be overlooked .in discussing the present difficulty. 
22nd September 1897 Mr Daniell took his seat in the Masterton Borough Council for the first 
time last evening 



25th September 1897 Mrs. and Miss Sheppard, for six and a-half years principals of the Girls' 
Collegiate School, Masterton, will open in February next the Brougham Hill School, Ellice-
street. It is their intention to make it a first-class educational institution. They will be assisted 
by a full staff of efficient teachers. Central Wellington  
7th October 1897 It is whispered that there is marked improvement visible in the writing 
exhibits at the Masterton Public School during the present examination. Children report that 
they are gelling high marks for their caligraphy on this occasion. This marked improvement 
is credited to that "new system," at which the harmonious blacksmiths of the Committee 
hammered so vigorously a short time back. We do not wish to revive an old controversy on 
this point; probably "The harmonius blacksmiths" themselves will accept good-humouredly 
the test of experience and the fiat of the Inspector. 
9th October 1897 The annual examination of the Masterton Public School concluded 
yesterday , and results, all round, are excellent and quite up to the high-standard Mr W.H. 
Jackson succeeded in reaching last year. Both Inspector Lee and Inspector Fleming addressed 
the children, and in alluding to the work of the school said some of it was particularly good, 
and the whole working was in a thoroughly sound condition. Special allusion was made to 
high marks obtained for science and writing, and the seventh standard (Mr Darroch's class), 
was particularly mentioned, the Inspectors considering the results in this division would he 
difficult to surpass. Attached is the pass-list :-  
Standard  1.-Boys.- Eric Bishop, Victor Billington, Vincent Bockman, Percy Braggins, 
Rupert Byford, Charles Cooper, Howard Crawford, George Daysh, Joseph Fraser, Fred 
Harding, Albert Le Comte, Ralph Seeko, Arthur Miller, Herbert Morris, Reginald Staveley, 
Robert Reardon, Harry Russell, Themas Pinhey, Arthur Prentice, Andrew Thempson. Willie 
Watson, Edgar Wrigley. Archie Williams, George Sowman, Lawrence Watson, David Ln 
Roche, Willie Muir, A. J. Minifie. Ralph Leeks.  
Girls. Elsie Alexander, Emily Allen, Daisy Baker, Edith Billington, Violet Carpenter Eunice 
Cox, Jennie Deane, Martha Coy, Ivy Dew, Ella Dew, Evelyn Elliott, Laura Forman, Irene 
Godse, Winnie Hunter, Kate Johnston, Ada Langley, Mabel Lepine, Agnes Le Comte, 
Connie McLachlan, Elsie Pulford, Alice Parkes, Ethel Stone, Hettie Smith, Elsie Tooby, 
Hettie Wickens, Myrtle Wintringham, Gladys Mackay. Sidney Jackson, Evelyn Watson, 
Florence Nicie, Mizpah Hayes, Millie Blanford, Vera Edwards, Lily Osman, Louisa 
Summers, Dinah Summers.  
Standard II. Boys Herbert Braggins, Henry Braggins, Bernard Byrn, William Bishop, Jack 
Coradine, John Christensen, Stanley Cresswell, Allan Cave, Percy Crawford, Arthur Donald, 
David Easthepe, Andrew Eraser, Vivian Gray, William Harding, Herbert Hewitt, Richmond 
Hooper, Ben Hounslow, Leslie Israel, Edgar Joyce, Arthur Jones, Bertie Jackson, Basil Keith, 
William Keeble, John Lynn, Cornelius Leahy, Melville Lyons, George Morris, Clarence 
Morris, Alex. Marnier, Colin McEwen, Eldon Moore, Leonard Norman, Ernest Osman, 
Charles Pulford, Harry Pickett, Wilfred Rigg, Donald Ross, Geoffrey Robertson, Lewis 
Spackman, Frank Spackman, George Smith, Walter Sayer, Bertie Sewell, Alfred Tricker, 
George Thempson, Ernest Tooby, James Topping, Victor Williams, Richmond Williams. 
Girls.—Bessie Budd, Jessie Budd. Hilda Berry. Barbara Bookman, Phyllis Chisholm, Mary 
Coy, Vida Cooper, Louisa Cole, Nellie Chapman, Ruby Dixon, Ellie Dixon, Agnes Eaves, 
Ivy Norman, Gladys Gray, Fay Hogg, Violet Hounslow, Nettie Hooper, Ruby Haskell, May 
Jackson, Elsie Jones, Amy Jones, Alma Jensen, Idalia Lyons, Eva Lee, Alice Mitchell, Edith 



"Mitchell, Alice Mitchell, Louisa Marsh, olive Mackay, Selina Meredith, Eva O'Mera , Myra 
Rasmussen, Madeline Reside , Louisa Scott, Francis Reardon, Elsie Smith, Gladys Smith, 
Mabel Sutton, Ernestine Von Keisenberg, Bertha Williams, 
Standard III.—Boys—George Apperley, James Baker. Frank Braggins Rholda Beetham, 
Charles Bills, Frank Crawford, Ernest Chapman. Richard Campbell, Allan Dixon, Leonard 
Daniell, Carew Themas Elers, Norman Fielding, Leonard Hooper, Sydney Harris, Edgar 
Hawke, Robert Hactor, Charles Ibbetson, Bertie Johns, Willie Johns, Graham Johnston, 
Alfred Langley, William Logan, Hugh Millar, Willie Morris, Edward Munn, Frank McEwen,  
Bertie Percy, Alfred Parkes. Leonard Prentice, John Pickett, Tom Pickett, Ernest Parsons. 
James  Russell. Joseph Reardon. Bertie Temple, Percy Temple, James Tail, Claude Turner, 
Frank Wallis, Ralph Wheeler, Frank Wickens, James  Watson. 
 Girls Laura Arnold, Sophia Allen, May Allsworth, Alice Budd, Florrie Cox, Olive Dixon. 
Emma Dixon, Maud Elliott, Emma Flaws, Amy Hunter, Ivy Hooper, Ivy Iorns, Annie Jung, 
Rosa Keeble, Dora La Roche, Blanche Mackay, Ida Maxted, Elizabeth Munn, Caroline 
Nicoll, Robina Robb, Muriel Rive, Elsie Richards, Hester Robins, Ellen Reid, Elsie Truscott, 
Ella Townsend, Evelyn Warner, Edith Wellington, Annie Williams, Harriet Williams, Ethel 
Cooper, Florence Deane, Ethel Darnell. 
Standard IV. Boys . Reginald Green, George Baker, Albert Hillington, Arthur Le Boutillier, 
Alfred Corbett, Walter Cook, Cecil Dixon, Donald Finlayson, John Goodall, Hector Harrison, 
Willie Hatch, Willie Hunter, Archie Holmes, Reginald Toms, Leslie Jago, George Jones, 
Norman Jones, Frederick Leeks, Archie Pragnell, Charles Reside, Rupert Sutton, Clarence 
Smith, Harold Williams, George Watson, Alfred Watson, George Wishart, Herbert Whitt. 
Girls.—Ellen Andrews, Annie Alexander , Lily Beere, Lily Curham, Nellie Cave, Eva 
Christensen, Alice Couberne, Ethel Church, Fanny Dixon, Blanche Easthepe, Edith Exell, 
Blanche Gapper, Amy Hounslow, Maude Hawke, Amy Holdaway, Olive Harrison, Virtue 
Ingram, May Jensen, May Johns, Ethel Lyons, Ellen Pinhey, Wallace Pinkerton, Jane 
Robertson, Mabel Rigg, Flora Ross, Agnes Temple, Emma Treen, Gertrude Williams, Lizzie 
Williamson, Maggie Williamson. 
Standard V.— Boys. Frank Andrews, Ottiwell  Bremner, Archie Daniell, Charles Gillespie, 
Harrie Gorringe, Robert Henry, Percy Holmes, William Iorns, Richard  Jago, John Kingdon, 
Kenneth Keith, Malcolm Mackay, Horace Monk, William Norman, James Payton, William 
Pinhey, Vincent Richards, Vandcrmere  Robinson, Clarence Roys, Robert Russell, Charles 
Winter.  
Girls. Gertrude Apperley, Alice Bartlett, Louisa Baker , Elsie Campbell, Angelina Cole, 
Miriam Chapman, Anna Curham, Florrie D'Arcy, Vera Dixon, Violet Hewitt, Eva Hooper, 
Agnes Hogg, Ella Ibbetson, Olive Iorns, Rose Ingram, Katie Jones. Hermione Mackay, 
Beatrice McLachlan, Ada Spackman, Katie Wallis, Connie Ward, 
Standard VI.-Boys.-Hugh Ayson, John Alexander, Bruce Brown, Robert Carpenter, Leslie 
Chisholm, Bennett Iorns, Howard Jackson, Leonard Nicol, Alexander Robertson, Arthur 
Williams, Charles Ayson, Arthur Beere, Fred Cole, Arthur Donald, William Easthepe Herbert 
Greene, Augustus Iorns, William Jackson, William King, Joseph Logan, Norman McEwen , 
Humphrey O'Leary, Edward Richards, Arthur Styles, Roy Townsend  
Girls.-Harriet Allen, Lily Byford, Edith Carpenter, Hilda Corbett, Kathleen Robins, Louise 
Smith, Maggie Smith, Ethel Ward, Lottie Wickens Beatrice Braggins, Maggie Campbell, 



Emily Daniell, Jessie Doreen, Annie Elliott, Mary Easthepe, Nellie Jenkins, Leone 
Montgomery, Lily Ockendon, Emily Hive, Lizzie Shepherd, Lily Wellington. 
Standard  VII. - Boys. - Hadlow Chisholm, Fred D'Arcy, Herbert Hart, Alexander Keith, 
James Kingdon, Hugh Perry, Alexander Reside, Joseph Snell, Ivanhoe Winteringham. 
Girls.—Annie Cave, Flora Crawford, Winnie Daniell, Maggie Dorset, Laura Eves, Nellie 
Hogg, Dorcas Ingram, Lenna Iorns, Annie Mitchell, Florence Monk, Edith Peterson, Maggie 
Robertson, Jennie Watson, Rosa Waite, Ruby Winteringham, 
12th October 1897 The Masterton School Committee adjourned last night without transacting 
business, as a mark of sympathy with Mr T. Wagg, who is a member of the Committee, in his 
recent bereavement. 
12th October 1897 MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the A Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening.  
Present Messrs F. Feist, (chairman), T. Dixon, H. O’Leary , E. McEwen, A. Vile, and 0. 
Pragnell  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. The Chairman welcomed the new 
member of Committee (Mr Pragnell), who acknowledged the Chairman's remarks. The 
Chairman said that he was of Opinion that out of respect to a fellow Committeeman, Mr T. 
Wagg, who had sustained a sad loss in the decease of his wife, he theught the Committee 
ought to adjourn. He would move that the Secretary convey to Mr Wagg the deep sympathy 
of the Committee in his sad bereavement.  
Mr A. Vile seconded and the motion was carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned. 
5th November 1897 (Friday) The Masterton School closed yesterday afternoon till 
Wednesday morning next. Presumably for the Carterton Show  
8th November 1897 TEENS." 
A STORY OF AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL-GIRLS, 
Wo have received from the well-known publishers, Messrs Angus and Robertson, a nicely 
beund work entitled "Teens," being a story of Australian Schoolgirls. We placed it at the 
disposal of a Masterton School girl, who after perusing it, expressed a very favorable opinion 
upon its merits. From beginning to end, it was, from her point of view, bright and interesting, 
An admirable contrast is drawn between school life and homo life and the light and shades of 
both arc depicted with a skilful pen. It will be popular in Masterton (Mr J. P. Elliot is the 
local agent) and no doubt in the coming festive season it will be a favorite choice as an 
attractive gift-beok for girls. " Louise Mack" is the  non deplume of the talented autheress, 
11th November 1897 The Masterton School has won three scholarships, all that are available 
for schools that size under the new, scheme. Mangatainoka and  Vogeltown  have obtained 
one scholarship each in the "C" list and the three principal Wellington schools two each. 
16th November 1897 The Masterton School Committee are applying for a school excursion to 
take place at the end of this month 
At the .Masterton Technical School last night. Joseph Snell, who is the best scholarship bey 
of the Wellington school district this year, and who is a member of a class in the Technical 
School, was heartily cheered, 
The Masterton School Committee last night decided, without discussion, to do away with the 
swings at the Masterton School, owing to the number of accidents which have, of late, 
occurred. Of late Mr W. H. Jackson has been kept busy bandaging up children's heads. The 
swings are to be sold by public auction Referring to the late examination of the Masterton 



School, Inspectors Lee and Fleming say On the whole the work of the school is highly 
satisfactory and the management is excellent. Great improvement is evident in the higher 
classes, in which Mr Darroch's energetic and impressive teaching has told with good effect. 
Reading, writing, singing and maps, good features in all classes." 
16th November 1897 We understand that Mr Job Vile, Mayor of Pahiatua, has purchased the 
Hastings Standard, and that his son, Mr Arthur A Vile of Masterton, will take charge of the 
paper as Editor and Manager, Mr Vile is a rising young journalist, who from his beyhood has 
been connected with journalism in Masterton, having served his lime in the office of the 
Wairarapa Daily Times, subsequently filling the position of reporter and sub-editor of this 
paper: with credit to himself and satisfaction to the proprietor. Some half-a-dozen years ago 
Mr Vile joined the staff of the Wairarapa Star, where he has since ably tilled the position of 
sub-editor, Mr Vile is an energetic pressman, who loves his work, and will, in his extended 
sphere of operations, have ample opportunity to prove his ability and make his mark, In 
addition to his press duties Mr Vile has taken an active interest in public matters of late years, 
and as a member of the Town Lands Trust fought gallantly for the new Town Hall, now in 
course of erection. He has also been a useful member of the Masterton School Committee and 
the Board of Managers of the Masterton Technical School. It is gratifying to find young men 
pluckily pushing ahead in the battle of life, and in this new venture we join with Mr Vile's  
many friends in wishing him very, heartily, success and prosperity in his new field of laber. 
Mr Vile probably leaves Masterton early in December  after twenty-seven years' residence in 
Masterton, this lengthy period only being broken by a three years' sojourn is Australia, where 
he worked in some leading newspaper offices Mr Vile added to his store of knowledge, and 
gained experience which has proved of value, 
16th November 1897 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
MONTHLY MEETING. The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee 
was held last evening. Present: Messrs E Feist (chairman), T. Dixon, E. McEwen, 0. Pragnell, 
if. O'Leary, G. Dixon and T, Duncan. –  
The minutes of lust meeting were read and confirmed.  Mr A. Vile tendered his resignation as 
a member of the Committee as he anticipates leaving the district. , The Chairman said he felt 
sure the Committee would agree with him in wishing Mr Vile success in his new venture 
whatever it might be. He would move that Mr Vile's resignation be accented with regret.  
Mr McEwen seconded and the motion was carried. 
 The Head Master's report was read as - follows: — I have the honour to submit the following 
report for the past month Roll, 607; average attendance, 502; percentage of attendance, 83.  
A list of the names of children who have been irregular during the month accompanies this 
report.  
I am pleased to be able to state that very good progress is being made in this year's work. It is 
much to be regretted, however, that a number of children have missed the greater part of the 
time since the examination, and so have fallen greatly behind in the new work, A number of 
these will inevitably fail at the end of the year.  
During the month I have received the result of the annual drawing examination. The number 
of certificates gained was 113, making a total of 316 certificates held by scholars attending 
the school. I have also received the Inspector's Annual Examination Report, a copy of which 
will have reached you, and from which you will learn that the school has again passed 
thoroughly well.  



Within the last few days the results of the late scholarship examination have been made 
known, All the scholarships open to children attending the Petone, Hutt, and Wairarapa 
schools have been won by scholars from our own school This brilliant result has been 
achieved mainly by the thoroughly sound work of the class teacher, Mr Darroch. The names 
of the winners are Joseph Snell, Alexander Keith, and Rosa Waite. I recommend the 
Committee to make the  usual ropiest to the Trust Lands Trust that subsidiary scholarships be 
awarded the winners on their taking up their scholarships. In the case of the first named 
winner, I should like to see the amount made a liberal one.  
During the next month the grass in the front grounds will need to be cut, 
The Chairman said the report was very encouraging, The fact that three scholarships had been 
gained by Masterton was almost more than could have been expected. The Inspector's report 
on the recent examination was exceedingly gratifying. He theught they were fortunate to 
possess such an excellent teaching staff with Mr W. H Jackson at the head, He agreed with 
Mr Jackson's suggestion re subsidising the scholarships gained He should be glad to hear 
members on the matter. 
Discussion ensued after which Mr Dixon moved that the Town Lands Trustees be asked to 
grant £20 to each of the scholarship winners. Mr Geo. Dixon theught they ought to ask for 
£30 each; £20 was not enough.  
Mr Vile, who came in at this stage, theught it would be better for parents to make their 
applications direct. Some time ago the School Committee made a similar application in 
respect to other of scholarships, and the Town Lands Trustees decided to deal with each 
application as received, Ife was not, however, opposing the resolution. Further discussion 
ensued,  
Mr Geo. Dixon moving as on amendment that the sum asked for be £30 
Mr 0. Pragnell suggested that the Trustees be recommended to grant not less than £2O to 
each applicant.  
Mr Vile reminded the Committee that an exactly similar application had been made last year. 
Mr T. Dixon withdrew his motion in favor of Mr Geo. Dixon's amendment, which was 
carried.  
Miss Keeling reported I have the honour to submit to the Committee the following report on 
the Infant School The attendance during the month has been good—highest, 91 average, 81; 
out of 97 on the roll. The dividing fence has been mended and is a great improvement. A new 
pump has been put to the well but is very unsatisfactory. Unless it is being used abeut every 
half-hour the water goes down; the children have to get water from the house next door. 
Accounts as presented were passed for payment.  
The Chairman said a circular had been received from the Railway Department stating that if 
the Committee desired they might have another school excursion this year. He did not know 
that the inhabitants were particularly desirous of an excursion, but he would like to hear what 
the members of Committee theught. Mr  T, Dixon moved that application be made to the 
Railway Department for an excursion train this month, and that stop-over tickets he issued at 
the same rates to enable excursionists to return next day. The motion was carried.  
Mr McEwen moved and Mr O'Leary seconded that the swings at the Main School be 
removed owing to the number of accidents. The motion was carried without discussion,  
Mr McEwen said he noticed that Mr Darroch was specially noticed by both Inspectors in 
their annual report, and he theught they ought to encourage him. He would move that the 



Committee desire to convey to Mr Darroch their hearty appreciation of the good work done 
by him. 
Mr 0. Pragnell theught it invidious to single out one teacher for commendation when all had 
done good work. He did not say this disparagingly of Mr Darroch, whom he considered the 
best teacher in the school. It was a good chief who made the rank and file good. He would 
move as an amendment that Mr Jackson and staff be congratulated, Mr Darroch being  
specially mentioned.  
Mr Feist theught there was no need of an amendment they all appreciated Mr Jackson very 
highly, and he theught the resolution could be so framed that it would meet all their wishes. 
Mr Duncan theught that Mr Darroch should be personally mid specially addressed as he was 
singled out for mention in the Inspector's report. It was due to his efforts that three 
scholarships had been gained, and he should be written to directly, so that he might keep the 
letter for possible future use.  
Mr Pragnell said he alluded to the general working of the school; with regard to the 
scholarships he quite agreed that Mr Darroch deserved  congratulation.  
The Chairman recommended that one resolution be formed to meet the case. After some 
further discussion Mr McEwen’s resolution was carried.  
On the motion of Mr Pragnell seconded by Mr Geo. Dixon it was then resolved that Mr 
Jackson be congratulated on the result of the late examination and on the excellent staff he 
possesses.  
Mr Duncan moved and Mr Feist seconded that Mr A. E. Copping be appointed to the vacancy 
on the Committee. —Carried, 
It was resolved  that the hour of meeting be 8 p.m. during the summer months, Messrs 
O'Leary and Wagg were appointed visiting members, Discussion on the absentee list ful. 
lowed, and the meeting closed. 
19th November 1897 A Board of Education scholarship has been awarded to Rose Waite, of 
the Masterton school, and another to James Allan, of the Cross’ Creek school 
2nd December 1897 We need hardly remind these interested of 
the Masterton School excursion to-morrow. 
8th December 1897 THE REWARD OF MERIT. At the Masterton School, on Monday 
afternoon the chairman of the School Committee (Mr E. Feist) presented the prizes awarded 
by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to two of the scholars belonging to 
the Masterton School. The first prize for a letter on kindness to animals, was won by Ethel 
Daniell. The Society's prize and Mrs Booth's special prize for kindness to animals were both 
awarded to Evelyn Warner, who rescued a lamb from drowning.  
Mr Feist addressed' the scholars and expressed the hope that the School Hand of Mercy 
would continue to grow.  
Mr Feist also presented two silver badges given by Mr Darroch to scholars in his class. The 
first, for excellent work, was won by Rosa Waite; the other, for greatest progress, by Bennett 
Iorns The badges consisted of solid silver pendants on which the winners' names were nicely 
engraved.  
On the same occasion the trophy, a first-class cricket ball, given by, Mr Daniell for cricket 
was presented to Arthur 'Styles, who obtained the highest averages both for batting and 
bewling. Fred D'Arcy obtained second place and is entitled to the trophy promised by Mr 
Hornblow. Styles made a neat little speech and was applauded by the beys 



15th December 1897 The  annual examination of pupil teachers of schools in 
the Masterton district will be held in the State School, Masterton, on Thursday and Friday 
next, the 16th and 17th instant History, composition and arithmetic form the subject of the 
first day's examination; on the second day candidates will be examined in science, school-
management, algebra, Euclid French  and Latin. They will also be tested in reading and 
recitation. Candidates are required to present themselves at the  school not later than 9 45 
a.m. on Thursday. Mr J. T. Fowler will act as Superintendent. 
16th December 1897 Mr It, Darroch, a popular teacher at Masterton School, was presented 
with a salad-bewl and silver teapot yesterday afternoon, by the pupils and teachers, as an 
evidence of the esteem in which he is held, and to mark the occasion of his projected 
marriage 
16th December 1897 THE CHRISTMAS VACATION. The Masterton School broke up for 
the Christmas holidays yesterday afternoon at 3.30 o'clock, but before being dismissed the 
attendance and drawing certificates were issued by Mr E. Feist, Chairman of the 
local School Committee. The children were drawn up under the trees in the school grounds 
and the teachers and several parents were present. We might mention that first-class 
attendance certificates show that a scholar has not been absent once during the past twelve 
months; and second-class certificates that not more than five half days have been missed. The 
list is as follows 
Standard VII —First class: Nellie Hogg, Florence Monk, Alexander Keith, Howard Jackson. 
Second class: Herbert Greene, Harriet Allen, Louise Smith.  
Standard Vl.—First class: Robert Russell, John Kingdon, Anna Curham  , Rose Ingram, Kate 
Wallis  Second class: Kenneth Keith, Vincent Richards, Vandermere Robinson, Angelina 
Cole, Beatrice McLachlan .  
Standard V.-First class: Rupert  Sutton, Nellie Cave, Maud Hawke, Maggie Williamson. 
Second class: Maggie Curham, Eva Christensen, Flora Ross, Amy Hounslow.  
Standard IV. First class: Alfred Langley, Edward Mann, Alfred Parkes, Themas Pickett, 
James Tait, Frank Wallis, Sophia Allen, Annie Hounslow.  
Second Class: Leonard Prentice, Edgar Hawke , Frank Wickens, James Russel, Laura Arnold, 
Daisy Osberne.  
Standard  III.—First class:—John Christensen, Allan Cave, John Coradine, Ben Hounslow 
Cornelius Leahy, Henry Alien, Jessie Budd, Frances Reardon,  Louisa Cole. Second class: 
Leslie Israel, Basil Keith, William Keeble, Melville Lyons, George Smith, Alfred Tricker , 
Bertie Jackson, Harry Pickett, Myra Rasmusscn , Ruby Haskell, Gladys Smith, Idalia Lyons, 
Violet Hounslow. 
Standard ll.—First Class: Sidney Jackson, Elsie Tooby, Violet Carpenter, Robert  Reardon, 
John Curham, Second Class: Emily Allen, Hettie Wickens, Hettie Smith, Leonard Holloway. 
Standard I.—First Class: Carl Andrickson, Josie Curham. Second Class: H. Rasmussen, Nina 
Christensen, Lily Jackson.  
Infants.—Second Class: George Jackson,  
DRAWING SCHOLARSHIPS. The following are the names of candidates who have passed 
IN all the subjects of the First Grade, viz., freehand, model, scale, and practical geometry, 
and who have therefore obtained Drawing Scholarships tenable at 
the  Masterton Technical School for one year.—Annie H. Cave, Flora Crawford, Leslie 
Chisholm, John Alexander, Arthur Williams, Ethel E. Ward, Louisa Smith, William Tc Tau, 



Margaret E, Smith. Alexander C. Robertson, Kathleen Robins, Leonard Nicol. Norman 
McEwen, Alexander Keith, Bennet Iorns, William Easthepe, Laura E. Eves. 
Proceedings concluded with a pleasing ceremony, viz,, the presentation to Mr Robert Darroch 
of a silver tea-pot by his fellow teachers, and a silver salad-bewl by the pupils of the seventh 
standard, to mark his approaching marriage to Miss Winifred Armstrong, of Carterton. Mr 
Darroch suitably acknowledged the handsome gifts, and after cheering Mr Darroch and the 
other masters school broke up. 
21st December 1897 The Masterton School Committee met this evening. Present—Messrs E, 
Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, T. Wagg, H. O'Leary, Geo. Dixon, 0. Pragnell, and A. E. 
Copping.  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a debit balance of £6 Is Id.  
The Chairman said the grant from the Town Lands Trust would be received shortly and 
would place the Committee in funds.  
The Headmaster's report was read as follows 20th January 1897. I have the honour to submit 
the following report for the past month :-Roll 577; average attendance, -489; percentage of 
attendance, 85. On the 9th and 10th inst. -the two race days-the attendance was greatly 
reduced, and during the three days of last week the attendance was low. Except on these five 
days the attendance tor the month has been very satisfactory. The  accompanying list of 
absentees  contains many names that regularly recur in the absentee records. One of the pupil 
teachers was absent on the 7th inst. on account of illness, and another member  of the staff 
was absent from the 6th inst. to the 15th inst. to attend the matriculation examination, leave 
having been granted him by the Education Board.  
There are  two small repairs I should like  the Committee to attend to during the holiday. 
They are the following Filling in the holes in the asphalt and raking the gravel into the holes 
under the  swings. Also three stools for teachers' desks are required.  
The Education Board has granted the use of the school from the 6th January to the 10th 
January for the teachers' and civil service examination. 
The Chairman reported that at a meeting of the Town Lands Trust that afternoon the 
scholarship question had been dealt with (as reported in another column), he theught it 
satisfactory in the sense that in special cases it was almost certain extra assistance would be 
granted.  
Mr McEwen theught it was not sufficient; he looked on the trust fund as the birth right of the 
children. 
The Chairman said of course the Town Lands Trustees had looked at the matter differently. If 
they wanted a different course taken it behoved the inhabitants to put in men pledged to 
support educational interests. 
Mr Wagg said the funds would not permit further expenditure at present,  
Mr Copping reminded the Chairman that the scholarship Fund was already in debt. 
Mr Geo. Dixon  said he was no! satisfied altheugh he supposed they would have to accept the 
Town Lands Trustees' explanation. 
On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr Wagg it was resolved that the Committee 
wishes to record its appreciation of the action of Mr W. H. Jackson, the officers of the 
Railway Department and Mr J. H. Williams, owner of the " Duchess," for their kindness on 
the occasion of the late school excursion. 



The question of removing the swings was again discussed. Messrs McEwen and Geo. Dixon 
supported the removal of the swings as resolved upon. 
The Chairman said the Headmaster did not favour the removal of the swings but the replacing 
of the rings to cheek the high-swinging. Messrs Pragnell, "Wagg and Copping favoured the 
matter being adjourned. 
The Chairman agreed, considering the action taken in resolving to abelish the swings had 
been hasty and without discussion. Mr Geo. Dixon said if that so it was the Chairman's fault. 
Mr O'Leary theught the accidents had been caused not by the children swinging but the others 
getting in the way. However, they had resolved to remove the swings and he should stand by 
that action. Mi' Pragnell moved and Mr Wagg seconded that the resolution to remove the 
swings be rescinded, The motion was carried, Messrs McEwen, Geo. Dixon and O'Leary 
dissenting. 
Mr Copping moved and Mr Wagg seconded that the Chairman and Mr T. Wagg report at next 
meeting on the advisability and cost of fencing in the swings for better protection of the 
children, also on the cost of replacing the swings with see-saws if deemed advisable. The 
motion was carried. 
Some repairs were left in the hands of the visiting members, Messrs Geo. Dixon and 
Copping. Accounts as submitted were passed for payment, The Chairman reported on the 
breaking-up  and the excellent attendance of some scholars for the  year, 
31st December 1897 Carterton, Friday. The marriage of Mr Robert Darroch, an assistant 
teacher at Masterton school, and Miss Winifred Armstrong, (until recently attached at the 
Carterton school) was celebrated at St, Mary's Roman Catholic Church yesterday by the Rev. 
father Mckenna. The bride wore a pretty white spotted muslin, trimmed with white chiffon  
and ivory satin ribben, and had on a picture hat of white, with ivory satin ribben and veil, and 
carried a handsome shower beuquet. The bride was given away by her uncle, Mr F. Frederick 
Fairbrother, of Palmerston North. The bridesmaids were Miss Grace Deller and Miss Milly 
Fairbrother, cousins of the bride, and they were dressed   alike in buttercup crepon and wore 
hats trimmed to match. Mr B. Dolan, teacher at St. Patrick's school, Masterton, was best man, 
Mr N.  Bunting was groomsman. 
The church was filled with relatives and friends of both parties. The wedding march was 
played on the organ as the parties were leaving the church and a young lady strewed white 
roses in front of the young couple along the church isle, and many a silent wish was 
expressed that their pathway through life might be one of roses. Afternoon tea was served at 
the residence of Mrs Fairbrother, senior, grandmother of the bride, many guests being 
present. The gifts to the young couple were numerous and costly, The newlywedded pair left 
by afternoon train for Wellington and are going South for their honeymoon trip. At the station 
many people were present to wish them every blessing and God-speed. 
 

1897	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
 
25th January School reopened today with a good attendance. Miss Munro resumed duties after 
an absence of four months. I have placed her in charge of the Standard III girls 
During the holidays the school received a therough cleaning. I am pleased with the 
appearance on recommencing again 



The new piano was used for the first time today 
27th The Rev. Mr Yorke did not attend today to give his usual scripture lesson. 
29th A number of Maori children have been withdrawn on account of pressure on the parents 
by the cathelic priest 
9th February The school committee at its meeting last night decided to ask the Board to 
transfer Mr Waite 
10th The Rev Mr Higgins gave a scripture lesson today for the Rev Mr Yorke 
12th The attendance has been very low for the past two days because of the bad weather 
18th The sewing lessons are now progressing more satisfactorily After a good deal of trouble I 
have managed to see that every girl in the school is provided with sewing 
19th Mrs Rive visited the school to interview me regarding her daughter Muriel. Mrs Rive 
made general complaint as to the efficiency of Miss Munro as a teacher 
22nd A holiday was observed on account of the A and P Show 
26th Mr Waite was absent this afternoon. I did not know he was going to be absent. On 
inquiry of his daughter I learned he had absented himself to visit the school at Waihakeke to 
which he has been transferred 
1st March I have taken Mr Waite’s class in hand myself for the present 
5th Have examined on the work done by Mr Waite in his late class. The results are deplorably 
bad 
12th I have devoted myself this week to the sixth Standard in order to discipline the class 
thoroughly 
13th The school committee at its meeting decided to request the Board to Promote Mr 
Darroch to the first assistantship. Mr Bunting to the second assistantship and Mr Johnston to 
the third assistantship 
17th A whole holiday was by the aid of the School Committee granted today  
19th Mr Johnston was compelled to leave school yesterday afternoon on account of illness. He 
has been absent today 
22nd Mr Johnston returned to his duties today 
I have today combined the 6th and 7th standard classes 
23rd Have allowed Miss Arnold to assist Miss Keeling this morning in preparing for the infant 
school concert to be given this evening 
24th Mr Yorke did not visit the school to give his lesson today. I did not know that he was not 
coming 
25th Half holiday today on account of an athletic sports 
26th The first cricket match Wellington Schools V Wairarapa Schools has been arranged to 
take place tomorrow, The Wellington beys will arrive tonight and will be the guests of the 
Masterton Schoolbeys 
30th Mr Yorke gave his lesson today 
1st April Mrs Taylor came to see me relative to a tap her daughter Marie had received from 
the teacher Mr Darroch for disobedience 
2nd The Board have selected Mr A N Burns B A for the 1st assistantship 
3rd Paid to Mr R T Holmes £5 on a/ of library beoks 
5th Meeting of School Committee postponed on the account of the death of my wife 
Mr A D riley visited the school today He suggests Bacon’s cards 2nd Grade Freehand 2/- to 
2/6 per set And Jackson’s Cards for standards 



7th The school was closed today by request of the School Committee on account of my wife’s 
funeral 
8th I was absent from school on the 5th and 6th owing to the circumstances referred to in 
connection with this sad matter. I feel beund to record my appreciation of the affection and 
sympathy displayed towards me by the school children, the teachers, the parents, the School 
Committee and the people of Masterton 
12th The bey Beere in the sixth standard has been giving his teacher- Mr Darroch- some 
trouble during the last few days 
13th The School Committee at its meeting last night unanimously decided to ask the Board to 
appoint Mr Darroch to the 1st assistantship 
14th Mr Yorke did not give a lesson today 
21st School reopened today (Easter) today Wednesday Miss McGregor and Miss Smith absent 
both being detained by the bad weather 
21st April Attendance good today. Have issued new timetables today to the 2nd, 4th and 5th 
Standard s 
27th  At the meeting  of householders held last night for the purpose of electing a School 
Committee the following were elected. Messrs Feist, Daniell, Wagg, Vile, I Dixon, T 
Duncan, G Dixon, E McEwen and H O’Leary 
28th Mr Yorke did not give a scripture lesson today 
30th The weather for the week has been good. Have spent a good deal of time this week in the 
infant room directing the work 
3rd May A special meeting of the School Committee was held last night to deal with the 
appointment of the 1st Assistant. The committee decided to ask the Board to appoint Mr 
Darroch to the position 
Mr Davidson commenced duties today as temporary assistant pending the appointment of a 
successor to Mr Waite. I have now been two months without a first assistant 
3rd may On Friday afternoon Kenneth Keith a bey in the fifth standard cut a bey’s head badly 
with a piece of road metal. I find a little bey in the 1st standard teased Keith in some way or 
the other. Keith got into a violent temper and blindly aimed and wounded a bey called 
Billington who was in no way connected connected in the quarrel between with the quarrel 
between Keith and the little bey Trass. This happened sometime after school was dismissed 
on Friday Afternoon. Billington returned to school to show me what had happened and I 
dressed the wound 
This morning (Monday) Mr Keith came to see me abeut the matter. She inquired if it was my 
intention to punish her some for his offence. I replied that it was. She wished to know the 
amount of punishment I intended to administer. I told her two strokes on each hand. She 
informed me that if I punished the bey at all she intended to to complain to my “superiors” 
abeut the matter. I told her she had a perfect right to complain if, when I had dealt with het 
matter she theught I had exceeded my duty and I informed her she must make her complaint 
in writing to the chairman of the School Committee. I spent a long time in reasoning with her, 
pointing out the very injudicious course she was pursuing, and reminding her that this was 
not the bey’s first exhibition of violent temper. I pointed out to her that she had given me no 
reason, whatever, why the bey should not be duly punished for his vicious behaviour. She 
then proceeded to tell me there was some circumstance in connection with the bey’s birth and 



constitution- and which circumstance was too painful to tell me of.- which in her opinion, 
rendered it desirable that the bey should not receive corporal punishment 
After this statement which I am dissatisfied with and disbelieve I promised to suspend the 
bey’s punishment and remit it if there was no further exhibition of bad temper on the part of 
the bey for the next month or so. 
4th May In accordance with the recommendation in the Inspector’s circular I am introducing 
copy beoks exemplifying writing of a character nearly vertical. I have made a careful study of 
the New Task Upright Series and knowing as I do, that excellent results have been obtained 
after the introduction of the system of writing into a school I have decided to use this series 
6th May The Boy Beere met with an accident playing football yesterday. He fell and broke his 
arm. No one was to blame in the least 
7th The weather for the week has been good. Have obtained cardbeard and stamped paper for 
new kindergarten work today 
During the week I have spent a good deal of odd time with Miss Munro’s class. I am pleased 
to notice she is making an effort to present to prevent her accident from telling against the 
work 
10th May On Friday evening last Mr Rive came to see me. He requested me to give my 
consent to an arrangement he proposed in connection with his daughter Muriel- a child in 
Miss Munro’s class. He wished to be allowed to keep his girl home altogether on the 
understanding that he would give her tuition in the evenings and this on the ground that the 
child did not like Miss Munro and he was not satisfied with the latter’s capability as a 
teacher. I told him I must report the child’s absence to the School Committee and he must be 
summoned unless the child at once returns to school 
11th At the committee meeting last night a letter was read from Mr J B Keith secretary  of the 
building society denouncing in the most unrestrained manner the Vere Foster copy beoks 
introduced by me I was present at the meeting and was exceedingly surprised that Mr Keith 
should have written in such an intemperate manner. I explained the system of writing, but to 
no purpose. Mt Keith had spoken to some e of the members, it appears, and they meant to see 
for themselves. The room was very badly lit the gas jest giving a mere flicker and under this 
unfavourable condition the beok was passed round for inspection. One member stated that if 
his child in the fourth standard could not write better than that The Engraved Headline- he 
would be ashamed! Another member stated that his children had learned to write well under 
the old system and he didn’t see why it should be changed. 
After a long discussion and after the strongest opposition of the chairman and Mr Durian a 
resolution was carried by six votes to three disapproving the use of the copy beok! 
12th May Mr I Dixon sent word by his child that he should take he from the school if she 
were taught the upright writing 
Mr Yorke gave no lesson today 
15th After the annual meeting of the Trust Lands Trust last night I had  a long conversation 
with Mr Daniell on matters connected with the school I drew his attention to the fact that 
altheugh it was understood that the  explanation of Mr Rive’s action was made in committee 
a report of the matter appeared in the “Star”” 
18th At the meeting of the Masterton Technical School Committee of which committee I am a 
member I proposed that drawing scholarships by founded and granted to all primary school 
children who obtain a full first grade drawing certificate 



19th Have again had to deal with Boutilliver for bad language As this is the third of fourth 
offence I have sent him home with a written message to the effect I cannot allow him to 
attend again till I have had an interview with his father or mother 
19th I today received a telegram from Mr Dorset asking me to send a specimen of the copy 
beok to the chairman 
Have received from Mr Feist Three volumes for the school library Beetham Dickerman 2 
volumes and Nichol’s American The beoks are given by Mr J A Blair chairman of the School 
Committee 
21st A half holiday was granted yesterday by the SC on account of the laying of the 
foundation for the New Town Hall. As the ceremony did not take place till 3 p.m. there was 
no need for a holiday, dismissed half an hour before usual time would have met the case 
25th Holiday Yesterday Queen’s Birthday 
Mrs Jas Elliott called to see me on Saturday last regarding the appointment of her niece as 
pupil teacher 
27th The Board at its meeting yesterday confirmed the appointment of Mr Burns as 1st 
Assistantship 
27th A letter to the Board from Mr Mr Keith was referred to the School Committee 
At a meeting of the Technical School Committee to arrange for the Record Reign 
Celebrations I proposed the event be celebrated by the construction of a swimming baths at 
the school It was decided by 10 to 6 have  a ” Jollification” instead 
29th Received word from Mr Dorset that Mr Burns will arrive on Monday next 
30th The School Committee held a meeting last night to protest against the appointment of Mr 
Burns 
8th June At my request the chairman of the School Committee went to Waihakeke yesterday 
and presented Mr Waite with his testimonials provided by the staff and scholars 
11th A letter from Mr Keith re writing appeared in last night’s post 
144th Mr Burns took up his duties today 
15th At the School Committee meeting last night I presented a report on the Vere  Foster 
upright writing. The committee by five to four disapproved of the use of the copy beoks the 
dissidents being Messrs G Dixon, T Dixon, E McEwen, H O’Leary and A Vile 
18th School broke up today for winter holidays 
The children  are to meet at the school on Tuesday next to take place in the Record Reign 
Celebration 
 
At the back of this logbeok were two pages of notes re buying a lantern in 1913 
12th July 1897 New Log Book 
School reassembled today after the winter vacation. The holiday this year has been three 
week’s duration. The extra week having been granted by the beard in honor of the record 
reign.  Attendance  good. Admitted 13 new children 
16th Mr R Lee inspector of schools paid a visit of inspection yesterday 
23rd Wet yesterday. Took yesterday’s afternoon work- sewing and drill this afternoon 
26th The beys of the Upper Classes have collected from their friends the amount necessary to 
purchase twenty football jerseys for the use of school football club 
31st In reply to my request to the Education Board for a supply of flasks, beakers & for 
science experiments I have received 1 flask, 2 small beakers and a few test tubes 



6th August The swings have been put into repair by the School Committee. In making the 
alterations the aim of the committee pointed to attend to the matter has been to reduce the 
wear and tear to the minimum  In order to do this they have taken out of the rods the safety 
links and have thus greatly added to the danger attending the use of the swings 
Inspection Report July 15th  1897  

  
On 

Books Present      
Head 

Teacher Mr Jackson        

Standard 7 Mr Darroch D2 A 42 37  
PT = Pupil 
Teacher   

6 Mr Burns B2 A 39 33  A= Assistant   

5 Mr Bunting E2 A 51 44  
Teachers were graded on an A-E 
scale 

4  Boys Mr Johnston Ex P T        
 Probationary  35 31      

4 Girls Miss Bunting Ex P T        
 E 36 33      

3 Boys  Miss McGregor  D3  A 50 47      
3 Girls Miss Munro E1 A 41 36      
2 Boys Miss Smith E  P T 54 50      
2 Girls Miss H Kean Ex P T  46 38      

1 Mr Bennett PT 3rd Year 69 58      
Primer 1 Miss  Arnold PT 4th Year 70 54      

P 2  
Miss Johnston PT 4th 
Year 74 49      

         
  607 510      

 
The staffing of the Upper School is now very good and the lower satisfactory. Good 
supervision 
The written work is carefully and well done. Science is made a good feature pf the work. 
Physic and Chemistry being taught experimentally by four male teachers. A Cadet corps is 
maintained in efficiency. Weather wet. Robert Lee 
18th August Had to deal with  the bey Keith for stone throwing again 
3rd September Examined the school this week First standard all up to usual state . Mr Bennett 
is not developing to my satisfaction 
10th Excellent  week’s attendance Have spent a considerable  deal of time in standard 1 with 
Mr Bennett 
13th The Infant classes are now so large that I find it necessary to spend a large amount of 
time in the infant room 
17th Have today had to caution Mr Bennett regarding punishments 
Number of papers in connection with drawing examination. Worked Freehand 72, Geography 
47, Scale 52,  Model 40 Total 211.  
The following are candidates for the scholarship examinations 



Rosa Mary Waite 13 years 10 Months 
Nellie Catherine Hogg 14 – 11 
Edith Margaret Petersen 14-9 
Margaret Cameron Robertson  14-7 
Alexander Keith 13-3 
Joseph Snell 13-11 
Herbert Ernest Hart 14-11 
Margaret Richaline Dorset 14- 2 
28th Examined P II class and Standard 1 Mr Bennett’s class has not come out well. I very 
much fear that  Mr Bennett will not make  a strong teacher. I have given  him  every 
assistance but he seems to be without instincts of a teacher 
30th September Have concluded the examination of Standard II. Both classes are strong in 
their work. Miss Smith is the best Standard II teacher. I have ever had. There is a tone in her 
class and a manner in her teaching which I am particularly pleased with. 
4th October The annual examination was commenced today 
12th The inspector’s holiday was observed yesterday  
Promoted Children in new classes today 
18th October Classes have settled down to the work very nicely 
4th November Mr Burns away with swollen face 
10th No School was closed yesterday- Prince of Wale’s Birthday and also on the 5th for the 
Carterton Show and on the 10th Monday. The Committee deciding that it would be 
inexpedient to open school on Monday, the preceding   Friday and following Tuesday being 
holidays 
19th Attendance for week very good. All classes are now doing steady work. Mr Bennett is 
doing better work in Standard II than in Standard !. I have given him a class in the same room 
as Miss Smith that he may see her methed of work and profit by it 
1st December An excursion to Wellington is arranged to take place on the 3rd Inst 
6th The excursion on Friday was a great success. The trip to Days Bay and round the harbeur 
was very enjoyable 
Mr W Johnston absent on leave for a week to attend the Matriculation examination 
7th Miss Johnston absent all week on account of sickness 
Inspectors report included On the whole the work of the school is highly satisfactory and the 
management is excellent Great improvement is evident in the higher classes in which Mr 
Darroch’s energetic and impressive teaching has told with good effect. 
Reading, writing, singing and Maths, good features in all classes 
One or two classrooms rather crowded. One classroom wall bare of paint 
Robert Lee T R Fleming 
15th School closed today for Xmas Holiday. Presentations were made to Mr Darroch by the 
scholars and teachers on the eve of his marriage. 
 

1898 
1898 525 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £345 $59,099 
1898 525 Masterton Burns Andrew N  Assistant Master £220 $37,686 



1898 525 Masterton Darroch Robert   Assistant Master £150 $25,695 
1898 525 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $17,130 
1898 525 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £90 $15,417 
1898 525 Masterton Ballachey E H  Assistant Female £80 $13,704 
1898 525 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £80 $13,704 
1898 525 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,278 
1898 525 Masterton Bennett John W  Male Pupil Teacher £45 $7,709 
1898 525 Masterton Arnold Nellie  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,195 
1898 525 Masterton Johnston Margaret E  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,195 
1898 525 Masterton Kean Helen M  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,195 
1898 525 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,195 

1898 85 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura  

Head Female £125 $21,413 

1898 85 
Masterton 
Infants Easthepe Catherine  

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,283 

1898 85 
Masterton 
Infants Wallis Eliza  Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,283 

7th January 1898 NZ Times Mrs and Miss Shepherd, who have for some years successfully 
conducted a young ladies’ school at Masterton, bat who have come to Wellington to take 
advantage of the wider scope afforded here, notify that they have established the Brougham 
Hill School, Ellice street, with a full staff of efficient teachers. The first term will commence 
on February 1st. The principals will be at home on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
12th January  1898 Masterton Borough Council Cr. Feist moved that the path from the School 
to Crane-street be tarred forthwith, if tar is available—Agreed to.  
18th January 1898 The Masterton School Committee has nominated Messrs. R. Blair and 
Edwin Feist as candidates for the Wellington Education  Board. 
26th January 1898 Wellington Education Board It was decided to call for tenders for fencing 
at the Rikiorangi School, and that repairs at the Masterton, Pahiatua, Upper Hutt, and Mount 
Cook schools should be attended to at the midwinter holidays. Notice date gap 
15th February 1898 MONTHLY MEETING The ordinary meeting of llie above was held last 
evening. Present -Messrs E. Feist (chairman), T. Dixon, T. Wagg, G. Dixon, T. Duncan, H. 
O'Leary, E. McEwen, 0. Pragnell, and A. E, Copping,  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £17 17s 10d at dale.  
Correspondence from the Secretary to the Education Board was received, stating the 
Chairman of the Board had been empowered to have certain painting and ventilating carried 
out in the mid-winter vacation and to provide chairs as asked for. 
The .Railway Department wrote with regard to a suggested school excursion. The Secretary 
explained that with the School, Infant School and St. Patrick's, quite 300 children would go 
The  Chairman moved that it was desirable to hold a school excursion the place to be visited 
to be Palmerston North Carried. 
.Discussion ensued regarding the best date. 
Mr McEwen moved that the excursion be held on Friday, March 4th, and that the Traffic 
Manager be asked to arrange that the train return abeut 8 p.m. if possible.—Carried. Messrs J. 



R. Blair and K. Feist received the vote of the Committee for the coming Education Board 
election, on the motion of Mr T. Wagg.  
The Head Master's report was read showing six hundred and eight scholars on roll with an 
average attendance of five hundred and three. 
Miss Keeling reported the average attendance to have been seventy-eight, since the holidays, 
with ninety- seven on the roll. The footpaths in the school ground required attention.  
On the motion of the Chairman it was resolved to employ a man to attend to the paths at the  
Infant School.  
Messrs Duncan and McEwen were both in favor of tarring the paths, but it was stated by the 
Chairman that tar was not procurable. The  question of the removal of the swings at the Main 
school was again discussed. 
The Chairman said Mr Wagg and himself, as appointed, had enquired into the matter. They 
found that to fence the swings, as had been suggested, would cost £20 to erect see-saws 
would cost 30s each. He had consulted Mr Jackson who was not in favor of removing the 
swings and assured  him that no serious accidents had occurred, [Regarding see-saws they 
were not free from accident and he knew of one rather serious accident which occurred 
through n fall from a see-saw. The fault, he theught was that the  swings, through being 
altered with the best intentions, were now too easy and wanted altering back again. 
Mr G. Dixon said if the swings were to remain, let them remain as they are. 
Mr O'Leary asked if any accidents had occurred?  
The Chairman said the swings had been stated to be  the cause of accidents which had been 
caused in other ways.  
Mr O'Leary said that it appeared not to be the fault of the swings: therefore they could do 
nothing  
Messrs McEwen and T. Dixon maintained swings were dangerous. 
Mr Duncan theught too much was made of the matter. A percentage of accidents must occur 
in any large gathering  of children.  
The Chairman moved that the Committee haying fully considered the question  recommend 
that the rods be altered to minimise danger and that the  flooring under the swings be altered, 
the cost of alteration not to exceed £2. After further discussion the motion was carried. 
An account from R. T. Holmes for £1 was was passed for payment. The Secretary was 
instructed to take immediate action in certain cases under the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act. 
Messrs T. Dixon  and T. Duncan were appointed Visiting Members for the month, 
19th February 1898 The Dalefield School eleven play the Masterton School cricketers at 
Masterton to-day. 
Miss Bunting, of the Masterton School teaching staff, is to relieve Miss Braithwaite, at 
Carterton, for the next six months and the former's place at Masterton will he taken by the 
senior pupil teacher 
21st February 1898 MASTERTON SCHOOL V  DALEFIELD SCHOOL. A match between 
the scholars of the above schools was played at Masterton on Saturday last and resulted in a 
win for the visitors by nine wickets \. In their first innings the local schoolbeys made 
seventeen runs, and in the second  innings thirty-four runs. D'Arcy and Ayson being top 
scorers. The Dalefield made thirty-seven in their first innings and fifteen for one wicket in the 
second, Tunnicliffe  batted well for the winners. 



24th February 1898  Miss M, H. Richards and Miss E, C. Whelan, of Masterton, who have 
just passed the  Junior Civil Service and Class D examinations, respectively, arc both pupils 
of Mr B, J. Dolin.' These, : together with Miss A, M. Brown's brilliant . pass in the recent 
Otago University examination constitute three distinct successes achieved by Mr Dolin's 
pupils 
25th February 1898 A new school to accommodate seventy children, is to be put up at Te Ore 
Ore. 
1st March 1898 In another column it is notified that the Masterton school excursion to 
Palmerston will take place on Thursday next. 
A great deal of inconvenience and muddle is being experienced through the non-arrival of the 
railway tickets for the Masterton School excursion. Mr Sellar, the Secretary to the Masterton 
School Committee is in a rather unenviable situation. His office is being besieged  by young 
and old while at every street corner he is bailed up by an army of youngsters anxious to know 
when the tickets are likely to arrive, 
3rd March 1898 Fake News A school excursion train will carry 700 or 800 children and their 
parents from Masterton to Woodville to-day. Wrong Place Wrong Day 
4th March 1898 The school excursion from Masterton to Palmerston yesterday was 
unanimously declared to be the most enjoyable trip of the kind that has taken place from 
Masterton. The train left Masterton carrying upwards of eight hundred adult and juvenile 
passengers. The railway carriages were crowded to an unreasonable extent. Nevertheless the 
youngsters seemed to enjoy themselves immensely, many improvisations for the general 
amusement being made by the more precocious of the beys. The power of the two large 
engines was sufficient to have taken several more, but carriages were not available and the 
crushing and inconvenience caused by the want of carriages was all that happened to in any 
way mar the pleasure of the trip, The train arrived at the Palmerston station at a quarter past 
eleven, the only stoppage being one of abeut ten minutes at Woodville for refreshments. On 
arriving at Palmerston the general conveniences of that station were commented upon in 
comparison with the Masterton Station, very much to the disadvantage of Masterton. The 
excursionists were met at the Palmerston Station by Mr W. T. Wood, the Mayor of 
Palmerston, Mr F. Pirani, the member for the district, Mr F, Mowlem and other local 
residents. The children were taken to the Theatre Royal, where cakes, jam rolls and other 
delicacies, which children so much delight in, were provided ad libit em. Twenty-four dozen 
mugs were sent for and the whole party were regaled with lemonade, orange champagne, 
ginger beer, etc 
The Mayor, in  a nice little speech welcomed them to Palmerston. He expressed his pleasure 
at seeing so many visitors present from Masterton. he regretted that he had not received more 
notice. It was only the day before that he knew of it or he would have made better 
arrangements for their entertainment, Provision would have been made for vehicles to take 
them round and show them the places of interest. 
Mr Fred Pirani also welcomed the visitors—both young and old—and said he could quite 
understand that there would be some diffidence shown by the visitors in burdening the 
Palmerston people, but he assured them that the Palmerstoniuns were only too pleased to 
welcome the visitors from Masterton and to make their visit as enjoyable as possible. He 
theught the defect in these excursions was that the arrangements were only made at one end. 
It was right that the Palmerston people should participate in providing for the general 



amusement in a case of this kind and entertaining them by showing them round the district 
and making them feel at home. 
Mr. E. Feist thanked the Mayor and Mr F. Pirani, mid also the other residents o£ Palmerston 
who were present for the hearty welcome they had given the Masterton people and also for 
the kind expressions and the liberal provision made for the children, Masterton people would 
never forget the kindness shown them and the extreme welcome they had received.  
On behalf of the school children Mr W. H. Jackson, headmaster, thanked the Palmerston 
people for their kindness, and said it would be a red-letter day in the memories of the 
Masterton children. He called for three cheers from the children which were responded to in a 
most lusty manner.  
Messrs T. Wagg and E. McEwen, members of the Masterton School Committee, went with 
the excursion and rendered very considerable assistance to Mr Jackson in seeing that all was 
safe during the journey. They paraded the train during the whole time to see that none of the 
youngsters were exposed to danger.  
While at Palmerston the day was spent in visiting various places, the utmost kindness being 
extended everywhere they went. The return journey was commenced at half-past four. The 
Mayor of Palmerston, Mr F. Pirani, M H R and most of the teachers in the Palmerston School 
were on the platform to see them off. The Mayor supplied Mr Jackson with three large tins of 
lollies, to be distributed among the children on their journey home, The scenery passed 
through on the return was of the grandest. After leaving Woodville it was one grand 
pyrotechnic display on both sides of the railway, until Kopuaranga was reached; volumes of 
flame and myriads of sparks being blown from the innumerable burning trees and stumps. 
The natural beauties of the Manawatu  Gorge were much admired. The train reached 
Masterton on the return journey half past eight in the evening without any accident, or the 
slightest hitch occurring on the journey either way,  
When leaving Palmerston the Mayor kindly undertook to look out for anyone that might be 
left behind, and to see that they Were sent home by the next; train. This morning in Masterton 
the treatment received in Palmerston by the excursionists is the subject of very favourable 
comment. 
 
8th March 1898 The concert organised by Miss L. Keeling in aid of the Masterton Infant 
School piano fund, will take place on Tuesday, March 15th Among the novelties will be a toy 
symphony " by the children assisted by the Masterton Orchestra. 
15th March 1898 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE The monthly meeting of the above 
was held last evening. Present-Messrs E, Feist (chairman), T. Dixon, McEwen, G. Dixon, H. 
O'Leary, Pragnell and A. E. Copping,  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £4 Is 8d.  
With regard to the proposed Palmerston North excursion, the Chairman said he theught it was 
now too late in the season to hold another excursion.  
Regret was expressed that on the occasion of the last excursion so many were disappointed. 
Mr Geo. Dixon theught if they held another excursion, the children and their parents should 
have the first call Last time children and parents were crowded out  



The Secretary advised that on the next occasion that the railway official sell the tickets. 
Everything was done in a rush but it was the best they could do, Tickets had been sold to the 
school children and the demand was greater than the supply.  
The Chairman said no blame was attachable to the Committee. He believed, however, there 
was some cause for complaint in the direction indicated by Mr Dixon, ,  
Mr Dixon said his complaint was principally that the children of certain poorer people 
endeavored with their parents to get tickets on the morning of the excursion, and were unable 
to do so People who could well afford to pay fill 1 fare were, on the other hand, on the train. 
The Secretary pointed out that it was notified in the press that no ticket would be sold at the 
station. It would  be well next time for the Stationmaster  to sell tickets, as under the present  
arrangement they had a lot of trouble, for which they  got no thanks. .  
Mr Dixon said he did not wish to caste any reflection on the Secretary or Master. The 
Chairman trusted that the matter would be remedied on future occasion  
Mr T. Dixon moved that the Committee recommend that the Traffic  Manager recompense 
Mr W. Sellar for his special services in selling ticket etc., at the late excursion, 
While expressing hearty sympathy the Chairman said he theught such a resolution was 
useless.  
Mr Copping agreed with this and said it was a matter for the Committee to deal with. Mr 
Sellar had rendered good service at some inconvenience and he would move that a benus of 
£2 2; special remuneration be granted to him.  
The Chairman  said this was certainly the proper course and he should second the motion,  
Mr Dixon said he was satisfied as  long as Mr Sellar was recompensed in some way.  
The resolution was carried unanimously.  
Mr Sellar returned thanks for the action of the Committee which was quite unexpected.  
The Head Teacher reported 607 children on the roll, with an average attendance of 511. The 
attendance for the month has been satisfactory, and all classes have made good progress. The 
attendance of a number of children is deplorable. The sanction of the Committee to purchase 
four dozen copies of the "Victorian Era," recommended as a reading beok by the Inspectors 
of Schools, was also requested.  
It was resolved that the Chairman and Secretary procure firewood.  
On the Chairman's motion it was resolved to convey the Committee's thanks to the Mayor of 
Palmerston, Mr Pirani, M.H.R and the Palmerston School Committee for the generous 
reception accorded the Masterton School excursionists.  
The question of receiving the Palmerston North people, who are expected to visit Masterton 
on the 23rd, was discussed.  
Mr Geo. Dixon said they were duty beund to treat the visiting children well. He advocated 
subscriptions being asked from the business people to provide entertainment.  
Mr McEwen heartily endorsed Mr Dixon's remarks. After discussion, Mr T. Dixon moved 
that the Chairman, Secretary, and Messrs Pragnell and Dixon make arrangements for the 
reception of the Palmerston excursionists.  
Resolved that the beoks asked for by Mr Jackson be purchased. It was decided to give a 
holiday on March 17th, St. Patrick's Day.  
Miss Keeling reported an average attendance for the month of eighty-nine, with one hundred 
and three scholars on the roll. The report also pointed the desirability of permanently 
asphalting the paths at the Infant School.  



Mr Coradine’s account was passed for payment subject to particulars being furnished.  
Mr Copping proposed that the Committee heartily congratulate Mr Feist on his election to the 
Education Board. They recognised that the Wairarapa Schools would be now more strongly 
represented. Mr Pragnell said he had much pleasure in seconding the motion, They were all 
pleased to have secured Mr Feist's return, The motion was carried unanimously.  
Mr Feist said he had to thank them for the hearty manner in which they had supported him, 
and he was proud of the position in which they had placed him. It had been stated, in a certain 
quarter, that he had gained the seat "he had coveted for many years." This was meant kindly 
enough but hardly put as he would like it. He had by request stood before, but he had not 
"coveted" the seat.- In a previous contest twelve votes had been given him and he theught the 
forty-nine votes he had obtained recently, was a big advance, He fully recognised the 
responsibility of the position the Committees of the district had elected him to, and felt that 
when he followed such men as Dr Newman it would be necessary to be on his very best 
behaviour, so to speak. He should do his very best, and trusted that the Committees who had 
honored him with their confidence, would 'have no call to say he bad shirked his duty in any 
way. He again thanked the Masterton Committee most heartily for the support given him all 
along and for the resolution passed. One other matter he had to bring up: he had been told 
that having been elected to the Board, it ' would now be necessary to vacate his  position as a 
member of the School Committee. He did not think so and intended to leave the matter to the 
householders at the next election of School Committees  
 Members of Committee agreed that ' Mr Feist should retain his seat, it being pointed out that 
at least one other member of the Education Board is Chairman of a School Committee. 
Resolved to issue summonses in two Instances, under the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act,  
Messrs Feist and, McEwen were appointed visiting members and the meeting adjourned. 
15th March 1898 The Masterton School Committee has decided to entertain these taking part 
in the school excursion from Palmerston North on 23rd March. 
16th March 1898 The  concert in aid of the Masterton Infant School Piano Fund, was held in 
the Town Hall last evening. The audience was not nearly so largo as the object and the 
excellence of the concert deserved, and it is doubtful whether the Piano Fund will benefit 
anything by the effort. The programme was commenced by the Masterton Orchestra playing a 
selection from" La Traviata." Mrs  Ibbetson sang " Mission of a Rose" very pleasingly, for 
which she was loudly applauded. Mr W. Jago followed with his song, "Flight of Ages," and 
narrowly escaped an encore. The "Sleigh Bells," sang and danced by children attending the 
Infant School, was a very pretty number, well performed and deservedly encored. A violin 
solo-" Coming through the Rye" by Miss E. Daniell, was exceedingly well played and most 
enjoyable; A well-merited encore was responded to by Miss Daniell playing " Simpler Airs." 
Mr W. Iggulden's singing of "Love's: Request" in excellent style-  terminated the first half of 
the programme. an encore being responded to with" Father O'Flynn ." 
 After the interval the children went . through the Wand drill very prettily  and a repetition of 
the musical exercise was demanded by the audience, Mrs  Sparks and Miss C. Corbett 
received deserved encores for their songs " Holy City" and "Dream Angels," respectively. Mr 
R. Langton was also encored for his excellent singing of "0 Promise Me." The most amusing 
item of the. evening was the performance of Romberg's "Toy Symphony," in which a number 
of the leading musicians of the town took part. It brought down the house, and-had to be. 



repeated- before the audience would be satisfied. ':' The last, and one of the 'best numbers on 
the programme, was a song by Mr A Nicoll Miss Keeling is to be complimented on .the. 
success o£ the two numbers given by the Infant School Children as it was recognised that a 
lot of very tedious work in as carefully training the children had .been necessary to make 
them as perfect in their parts as they were last night. The accompaniments were very well 
played  by Miss Daniell, Miss Infield and  Mr A, von Keisenberg,  
17th March 1898 Mis Keeling’s school concert brought in £12, The Piano Fund will receive 
abeut £7. 
21st March 1898 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee will be held this 
evening to arrange a reception for the Palmerston North School excursionists. 
22nd March 1898 letter was received from Mr T. E. Donne, District Traffic Manager, by the 
Masterton School Committee last night, stating that these children who were debarred from 
takin? part in the last school excursion might arrange an excursion to Dannevirke by an 
ordinary train, due notice of which could be given to the Department, The Chairman theught 
it rather late in the year. The matter was left in the hands of the Secretary, Mr W. Sellar. 
24th March 1898 THE RECEPTION OF THE PALMERSTON EXCURSIONISTS. The 
arrangements made by the Masterton School Committee for the entertainment of the young 
people who came by the excursion from Palmerston yesterday proved very satisfactory, and 
great credit is due to the School Committee and its indefatigable secretary, Mr W. Sellar, for 
what they did, As the excursionists streamed from the station they were invited into the Drill 
Hall, the seating accommodation of which was soon all taken up.  
Mr Feist, Chairman of the School Committee, extended a hearty welcome to the visitors. He 
said the Masterton people had not forgotten the very kind treatment they received on the 
occasion of their late visit to Palmerston and in the name of the School Committee and of the 
Brough Council he cordially welcomed them and hoped they would spend a pleasant day. 
Among other places of interest he recommended them to visit the Fish Ponds, the Town Hall, 
and the Park. The Rev, Father Patterson- the organizer of the excursion-thanked the School 
Committee and the people of Masterton for their very kind welcome and for the very liberal 
.provision of excellent refreshments. He said they did not anticipate such a reception and such 
a royal feast for their young folks. Such exhibitions of good feeling, ho said, were very 
pleasant to see, and he was sure the Masterton people would be very kindly theught of by the 
people of Palmerston North. The Rev. P. C. W. Faree said grace, after which the children 
were speedily supplied with eatables and drinkables by a host of willing hands, among whom 
were Mrs McEwen, Mrs and Mr Feeding, Mrs Couberne, Mrs J. Muir, and several others. 
The return train left at 14.30 sharply  the platform being crowded with Masterton people to 
see the visitors off. The latter were loud in their praise; of the Masterton; people, 1 and also 
of the town , of Masterton. Hearty cheers- were, given by; the visitors as .the train, steamed 
out of the station, " 
30th March 1898 At the annual meeting of the Masterton School Football Club held yesterday 
afternoon, the following officers were elected for (he ensuing season—President, Mr W. H. 
Jackson; vice-presidents, Messrs Burns, Bunting and Johnston; captain, W. Iorns; vice 
captain, N. Green ; hon secretary, Mr Darroch; hon treasurer, Mr Bennett; committee, Brown, 
D'Arcy, Green, O'Leary, Wintringham 
30th March 1898 DOMESTIC TRAINING IN SCHOOLS. PROVISION BY THE 
EDUCATION BOARD. . 



The Technical School Committee of the Education Board today recommended the 
appointment or Miss Ivey, holder of South Kensington certificates, and with experience under 
the London School Board, as instructor in domestic economy in the Wellington schools. The 
"Chairman of the Board (Mr. J. E. Blair) said the Committee, was of opinion that the 
opportunity of securing a competent teacher ought not to be lost. The proposal was that 
domestic economy should first be taught in one or two of the town schools and at Masterton, 
under the supervision of this teacher, subject, of course, to the general supervision of the 
Board's Inspectors. Mr. James Robertson moved the adoption of the recommendation, hut 
suggested that it would be as well if there was a conference of the Inspectors and teachers, 
with a view to a modification of the present school syllabus. Now some eight or nine subjects 
were being taught the children within a space of five hours, and it seemed to him an 
impossibility to introduce any further subject without- first modifying the present timetable 
The Director of the Technical School was also complaining that technical instruction was 
curtailed.  
The Chairman, in reply to Mr. Hogg, said the intention was to make the instruction in 
domestic economy— that was to say, starting in cookery, and in matters generally pertaining 
to the management of "the household — practical instead of merely theoretical. At present all 
the Committee asked the Board to do was to secure Miss Ivey's services: how they were to be 
used would he gone into later.  
Mr. Hogg— The teaching will apply strictly to girls?  
The Chairman said there was a feeling that the training could be useful to beys in some of the 
country districts. There was no reason why beys should not be taught the subject.  
Mr. Hogg said if they were going to do this for the girls, a little attention should be given to 
the beys by teaching them something which would be useful to them in after life, such for 
instance as shorthand or Typewriting, which would be of great use to lads after leaving 
school. This might be made to apply to the 6th and 7th standards. It would be of far more use 
than continual courses of spelling, or history and geography, subjects which could be 
acquired in after life. 
 Mr. W. C. Buchanan understood that shorthand was of little practical use unless the practice 
of it could be kept up. The beys at school might learn to to write up to a certain point, but 
afterwards might not be in a position to keep up their practice and would consequently find 
their school learning of very little practical use, if of any use at all.  
Mr. Hogg— The same thing might he said of every kind of instruction under the sun.  
Dr. Newman considered that shorthand was going to be entirely superseded by machinery, 
such as the phonograph, &c.  
Mr. F. Bradey seconded the motion for the adoption of the report, and it was carried. As 
regards Mr. Robertson's suggested modification of the present time-table, the Chairman said 
it might he considered in conjunction with certain alterations in the standard regulations 
which had been suggested by the Inspectors of the North Canterbury district, and forwarded 
on by the Education Department. These propose that instead of composition being a pass 
subject and grammar a class subject, these two subjects form one pass subject, as they did 
prior to 1891, and that the requirements in grammar be considerably diminished ; and further, 
that geography be in future a class subject and' not a pass subject. The suggestions, Mr. Blair 
said, were important, and on his motion,  they were referred to the Inspector for a report. 



31st March 1898 Wellington Education Board Chairs and tables were ordered to be supplied 
to the Masterton School. 
12th April 1898 The teachers and the sixth standard children in the Masterton School have 
given Mr. Andrew N. Burns, B.A., the first assistant, an evidence of their goodwill on the eve 
of his marriage. The staff of the school has presented him with a marble clock, and the sixth 
standard pupils have given him a biscuit-jar and  a butter-dish. The marriage is to take place 
at Petone tomorrow 
14th April 1898 The annual meeting of householder’s resident within the Masterton school 
district, will be held in the schoolroom, Victoria-street, Masterton, on Monday, April 25th, at 
eight o'clock, p.m., for the purpose of electing a school committee for the ensuing year. If the 
schoolroom is found too small to accommodate these attending, the Chairman hits the power 
to adjourn to a larger place of meeting. If, for the cause mentioned, an adjournment is 
necessary, the meeting will be held in the Drill Hall, 
19th April 1898 All the old members of the Masterton School Committee have been 
nominated for next election with the exception of Mr T. Duncan, who will not be a candidate. 
Over a hundred of the girls attending the Masterton main school attended Miss Millington's 
Saturday morning cookery class. The Chairman of the School Committee last night spoke in 
highly eulogistic terms of the good work being done 
19th April 1898 he Masterton School Committee ends the year with a debit of £1 17s 9d. All 
the old members, except Mr. T. Duncan, will stand for election again 
21st April 1898 The marriage of Mr Andrew Nisbet Burns, B.A., of the Masterton State 
school, to Miss Bertha Wolff, youngest daughter of Mr Bernard Wolff, of the Public Works 
Department, was celebrated at St. Augustine’s Church, Petone, last week, by the Rev J. D. 
Russell. In honour of the happy occasion the church was decorated, and the ceremony 
attracted a numerous congregation. The bride, who was given away by her father, was 
married in her travelling costume, which was of cinnamon brown cloth, with cream silk vest, 
and white felt hat trimmed with cream velvet and satin. She carried a beautiful shower 
beuquet, a gift from the bridegroom. The bridesmaids—Miss Annie Hunter, cousin of the 
bride, and Miss Elsie McGowan — wore costumes of cream The bride’s brother, Mr B. A. 
Wolff, was best man. Mrs Wolff, mother of the bride, wore black ornamented with jet, and 
bennet to match; Mrs W. Porter, sister of the bride, dark skirt, cream moire blouse, trimmed 
with white lace, and black hat with osprey; and Miss Wolff, sister of the bride, green skirt, 
handsome green and blue shot silk blouse trimmed with cream lace, and black felt hat with 
green bird at side. The wedding party, which was confined to relatives, drove from the church 
to the residence of the bride’s father in Petone. A large number of presents were received by 
Mr and Mrs A. N. Burns, who after the breakfast, drove to Te Aro, and there took train for 
Featherston, where the honeymoon is to be spent. 
25th April 1898 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893, The following report will be submitted this evening The 
School Committee, in submitting their annual report for the past year, do so with gratification 
at the result of the year's work. Mr Jackson, the headmaster, with his excellent staff of 
teachers, has shown exceptionally good results by securing all the scholarships open to 
children attending the Petone, Hutt and Wairarapa schools.  



The successful scholars were Miss Rosa Waite and Masters J. Snell and Alexander Keith, 
The attendance of children during the year has been very satisfactory there are now seven 
hundred and twenty eight names on the rolls.  
During the period under review two excursions have been held, one to Wellington, the other 
to Palmerston North and both were very successful, especially the last named,  
In September Mr Daniell retired from the Committee and Mr O. Pragnell was appointed in 
his place . 
In November Mr Vile retired in consequence of his removal to Hastings, and the vacancy was 
filled by the appointment of Mr A. E. Copping. It is also a source of gratification to the 
Committee to find one of their number elected to a seat on the Education Board. 
The Trust Lands Trust has, in its usual liberal manner, made an annual grant to the School 
funds, and, as this grant is to be made upon an attendance basis, Committees will be able to 
arrange their expenditure accordingly.  
The Committee tender the Trust Lands Trust their thanks.  
The number of meetings held by the Committee  during the year was seventeen. The 
attendance of the several members were as. follows Messrs E. Feist, 16 E. McEwen, 16; Geo. 
Dixon, 15  H. O'Leary, 15; T. Duncan, 14; T. Dixon, 13; T, Wagg, 11; C. E, Daniell, to Sept., 
o; A. H Vile, to Nov. 10; 0. Pragnell, from Oct., 7 and A. E. Copping from Nov. 6  
The balance sheet attached shows receipts for the year £173 3s 6d. Expenditure £169 9s lOd 
leaving a credit of £3 18s 8d. This sum with the capitation now due will he absorbed by 
accounts passed for payment, the result being a small debt of abeut £2. 
 In concluding, this report the Committee take the opportunity of congratulating Mr Jackson 
and his staff also Miss Keeling  for the continued satisfactory results of their teaching, 
Your Committee also desire to place on record the very efficient way in which Mr Sellar, the 
Secretary, has carried out the duties of his office. He has given great assistance during the 
time of the excursions referred to, and through his exertion  proved so successful,- 
Edwin Feist Chairman, 
26th April 1898 THE MASTERTON COMMITTEE. 
The annual meeting of householders to elect a new School Committee was only moderately 
attended. Mr E. Feist (chairman) in moving the adoption of the report, regretted the small 
attendance, but took it that the householders ;were satisfied with the Committee's work. It 
was to be regretted that more interest was not taken in the working of their splendid 
educational system. It was satisfactory to find the school' under Mr W. H. Jackson, still doing 
such good work, They were very fortunate in having such assistance as they had from the 
Town Lands Trust. Mr Feist then alluded to the honour .done him in election to the Board  
and spoke in eulogistic terms of Mr W. Sellar's services as secretary. Mr T. Dixon seconded 
the adoption of the report which was carried without comment, the following committee 
being elected unopposed Messrs E. Feist chairman), A. E. Copping, .J. Carpenter, G Dixon J 
L Murray. E. McEwen, H O’Leary, 0. Pragnell and W. Perry. Messrs Carpenter and Copping 
were subsequently appointed visiting members. 
30th April 1898 The Masterton Town Lands Trust has given a site for a Technical School 
Building. 
2nd May 1898 Masterton school beat Greytown on Saturday by three points—a try scored by 
H. Green-to nil, after a very evenly contested same, Messrs Bee, of Greytown, and Darroch, 
of Masterton, superintending. 



4th May 1898 Premier at Masterton Richard Seddon A deputation with reference to the 
proposed technical school then waited on the Premier and asked that as the Town Land Trust 
had given a valuable site for the school, the Government should erect the building. It was 
pointed out that there were 303 pupils at the school. The Premier told the deputation to wait 
on the Hon W. C. Walker, Minister for Education, and place the matter before him, and he 
would bring the matter before the Cabinet, and he (the Premier) would support it. 
5th May 1898 Part of a long article on the formation of the Masterton Technical School 
MASTERTON TECHNICAL SCHOOL. 
A DEPUTATION TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION. - Yesterday morning the Hon. W, 
C. Walker, Minister of Education was interviewed by a deputation from the Masterton 
Technical School Committee. The deputation, consisting of Messrs C. E. Daniell, W. H. 
Jackson and J. I. Elliot, was introduced by Mr C. A. Pownall . The Minister and deputation, 
together with the Mayor and Mr Hogg, M.H.R. went and viewed the site which has ' been 
given by the Town Lands Trust, in anticipation of an amount being granted by the 
Government, to erect a  school building thereon. The rooms in the Drill Hall, at present used 
as Technical School class-rooms were also inspected.  
Mr Pownall informed the Minister that the schools had been commenced and carried on 
entirely on monies voted by the Trust Lands Trust. There were no funds whatever for 
carrying on the work if the Trust discontinued its grants. The land, as a site on which to erect 
Technical Schools, had been given in the expectation that the Government- would erect a 
building. It was more than the Trust could do to find a building as well as giving a site and 
having to find the money for carrying on the work, In the rooms at present used the classes 
were liable to be disturbed at any time; dances and other entertainments were held in the Drill 
Hall, and at such times  it was impossible for the classes to go on with their studies. The main 
road to the railway station running past the classrooms, the noise of the vehicles was 
continually interfering with the work………….  
7th May The last piece on an article on Cooking Classes in Wellington Education Board 
schools These children of a particular school who are not included in the first 20 to attend the 
classes will come up for instruction the next time the turn of their school comes round. It is 
recommended that in the first instance the Board shall supply the material required for 
cookery instruction, the dishes made to be afterwards disposed of at cost price. This is the 
plan which is followed in England, and which has also been adopted at the Masterton School, 
where the classes are already in full swing, and it has been found to work satisfactorily, and 
without waste. 
10th May 1898 MONTHLY MEETING. The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, 
J. Carpenter, H ,O'Leary, G Dixon and W. Perry  
The Chairman welcomed the newly elected members—Messrs Perry and Carpenter, after 
which the minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer's report was read and showed a credit-balance of £2  8s 2d.  
Mr W. Sellar wrote tendering his resignation as Secretary to the Committee and thanking the 
Chairman and members for the uniform courtesy shown and assistance rendered in helping 
him through with his duties since first becoming their Secretary.  
The Chairman said all would agree that Mr Sellar's retirement from the Secretaryship —
which he had held for nearly twenty years—would cause general regret at the loss of so 



valuable an officer; theugh, at, the same time, they were pleased to know it meant promotion 
to Mr Sellar. He would move that the Committee place on record the valuable services Mr 
Sellar had rendered the Committee, and that his resignation be accepted with regret  
The Chairman's remarks met with approval from the other members of the Committee, and 
the motion was carried unanimously, Mr Sellar returning brief thanks.  
An application for appointment as Secretary was received, and held over until the nest 
monthly meeting, Mr Sellar expressing his willingness to fulfil the duties until then, The 
Committee decided to invite further applications for the position of Secretary up till that date. 
The Chairman remarked that certain members of the Education Board complained of this 
Committee's extravagance in engaging clerical assistance, other Committees doing the work 
among themselves, This task he, as Chairman, was not prepared to undertake, theugh if any 
other members of the Committee was willing to offer his services gratuitously they would 
consider the matter of employing outside assistance.  
As there were no volunteers for the vacancy, it was decided to give effect to the resolution 
inviting applications for the secretaryship.  
The question of obtaining another meeting-room was also considered as the present room 
would no longer be at their disposal.  
The Chairman said he theught the Borough Council would grant permission to use the 
Council Chamber provided the Committee could alter its night of meeting to Thursday. 
Mr McEwen moved in that direction, and the night of meeting was altered to Thursday.  
The following reports from the Headmaster and Mistress of the Infant School were read 
Infant School, Masterton, May 9, 1898. The Chairman, School Committee, "Sir, —I have the 
honor to submit to the Committee the following report There are now one hundred and 
fourteen children on the roll, with an average attendance of ninety-five. I wish to urge upon 
the Committee the necessity for providing another pump for the school. It is a mistake to 
have only one pump for the two play-grounds. Ever since the one was made to serve the 
purpose of two, we have had a difficulty over getting water, and now it is utterly useless. We 
have no water at all either for drinking or cleaning purposes. As many of the children bring 
their lunch to school, this is a great inconvenience. The firewood was brought to-day.—l am, 
etc., L. Keeling 
Public School, Masterton , May 9 1898 The Chairman, School Committee, Sir, —I have the 
honor to submit the following report for the past month: — roll, 603; average attendance, 
511; percentage of attendance, 85. The above percentage altheugh comparatively good is not 
as high as it should be when the very favourable weather we have experienced during the 
month is taken into consideration. The accompanying list of irregular children is not a long 
one but contains some names that regularly recur in the absentee lists. On Tuesday last the 
school was visited by the Premier, who was accompanied by Mrs Seddon, Miss Seddon and a 
large party, After inspecting the rooms the Premier addressed the scholars. At the conclusion 
of his address the school was dismissed for the remainder of the afternoon. I have pleasure in 
reporting that the free cookery class for school children on Saturday mornings is being well 
attended, and that the girls arc taking great interest in the work. The table, stools, and chairs 
for which application was made to the Board have been supplied to my satisfaction by Messrs 
Hounslow and Hoar. The safety links have been reinserted into the swings and there is now 
less risk with the latter. I have received from Mr Daniell  the promise of a long ladder for the 
school that the swings may be examined and oiled periodically, -l am, etc, W. H. Jackson, 



The Chairman said there was nothing in tile reports calling for special mention and he would 
move they be adopted as read.-Carried.  
In seconding the adoption of the reports, Mr McEwen  said thanks were due to Mr Daniell  
for his gift of a ladder for school purposes.  
The question of erecting a new pump at the Infant School, was considered, and Mr McEwen 
suggested that as a way out of the difficulty a handle that could be used on both sides of the 
divisional fence, should be made so that each ground could be supplied with water from the 
ono pump.  
It was decided to give Mr McEwen's suggestion a trial and hold over an application to the 
Education Board for another pump until tested, The absentee list was then gone into, the 
Chairman in explaining the methed adopted with regard to irregular attendance to the new 
members, remarked that the Committee found little' satisfaction from the strict measures 
resorted  to in enforcing the penalty under the Act.  
Messrs Copping and Carpenter were appointed visiting members, and the meeting 
terminated. 
16th May 1898 Mrs Linton's Masterton bearding and day school re-opens on Wednesday, 
May 25th 
18th May 1898 The Masterton School Committee will in future hold its monthly meetings on 
Thursday evenings, in (he Borough Council Chambers. 
A bey named Cornelius Leahy, fell while playing in the Masterton School ground yesterday, 
mid broke his leg just above the ankle. Dr. Butement set the limb end the sufferer is now 
doing well. 
26th May 1898 Mr W. Sellar, who has been secretary of the Masterton Hospital since 1888, 
has resigned the position owing to his engagement with Messrs Levin and Co. 
1st June 1898 An effort is being made by Messrs A. W. Hogg, M H R., and W. H. Jackson, 
head teacher at the Masterton School, to organise a local Cadet Corps. 
10th June 1898 MONTHLY MEETING. THE Masterton School committee  met last evening 
in the Borough Council Chambers. Present: Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), H. McEwen, A, E, 
Copping, H O’Leary,  W. Perry, J, L Murray, Geo, Dixon, 0. Pragnell and J. Carpenter.  
The minutes of last meeting wore loud read and confirmed. 
 The Treasurer reported n debit balance at date of £3 11s 10d with capitation due at the end of 
the Month.  
The Town Clerk wrote stating that the Council had granted the use of the Council Chamber 
as a meeting room, and on the motion of Mr McEwen, seconded by Mr O'Leary, a vote of 
thanks was accorded the Council. 
The Head Teacher reported 592 on the roll with an average attendance of 500. A portion of 
the fence at the back of the School required renewing. 
 It was resolved to ask the Education Board to replace the length of fence complained of, on 
the motion of Mr Copping,  
The Chairman, Messrs Murray and McEwen were appointed to ascertain repairs required to 
the School, so that the Education Board may deal with the  matter when dealing with the 
fence. 
Miss Keeling's report was read showing one hundred and sixteen children on the roll, with an 
average 'attendance of ninety-three,  



Mr E, McEwen said he had, in company with Mr Pickering, examined the pump at the Infant 
School, and found that a  leak in the pipe was the cause of the trouble, It had now been 
remedied.  
Mr W. Nicle was appointed Secretary, and the Chairman and Mr McEwen  visiting members 
for the month. 
10th June 1898 During the late rough a length of fencing at the  back of the Masterton main 
school, partially blew down, the posts being quite rotten, The Education Board is to be asked 
to replace it, 
13th June 1898 The managers of the Masterton Technical School have scored a triumph with 
the cooking classes which have just been brought to a conclusion, in Miss Millington they 
secured an ideal teacher, who not only understands her art thoroughly, but possesses the gift 
of imparting it, and of making friends with all her pupils, The attendances at the various class 
meetings have been excellent, and the results more than could have been expected. Good 
cooking, by a few practical lessons, has come to stay in many a Masterton household, and 
everybedy will desire to see the classes resumed at some convenient (late under the 
superintendence of Miss Millington. 
18th June 1898 THE COOKERY CLASS EXHIBITION 
Despite the inclemency of the weather, a well-dressed  audience of between three and four 
hundred persons, including a large percentage of ladies and young people, assembled last 
evening in the Masterton Drill Hall to bid good bye to Miss Jessie Millington, who has been 
conducting cooking classes in connection with the Masterton Technical School. A large 
number of exhibits prepared by the pupils occupied two long tables on either side of the hall, 
seating accommodation being provided in the centre, One of these tables was furnished by 
the ladies or adults, and the other by the school children. Around thern the crowd 
promenaded viewing and admiring the various dainties. These consisted of cakes and dishes 
prepared according to the instructions given during the term,  
Judged from appearances as demonstrates of success  of the fearless effort nothing could be 
more convincing. To descend to details would probably make some of our readers realise the 
feelings of the fox in the fable which declared the grapes sour because it not reach them, If 
the ladies' table covered with preparations of meat and fruit and cream, garnished in fifty 
different fashions, was inviting the children's table resplendent with cakes and buns and 
scones and even confectionery all beautifully baked and looking as if they had just issued 
from the oven of a first-class pastry cook, was a surprise.  
Mr C. E. Daniell presided and in choice terms acknowledged the services of Miss Millington 
and explained the object of the exhibition. The exhibits were to be  sold, so that Miss 
Millington who he believed if a vote were taken would be the most popular lady in Masterton 
might have a practical semi off. 
A musical item followed, Miss Jessie Hogg contributing a solo in a way that pleased the 
audience.  
Mr J. P. Elliot followed with a patriotic song and was rapturously applauded. 
The Chairman made a brief address. He referred to the success of the Technical School and 
on behalf of the Committee acknowledged the splendid work done by the various teachers 
especially alluding to the services of, Messrs Jackson and Dolan, masters of the state and 
Catholic schools.  



Mr Jackson followed. He explained how the school children had been allowed the advantage 
of a weekly lesson in cookery every Saturday. This had teen attended by the girls belonging 
to the 4th, 5th and 6th standards together with their teachers, A few girls belonging to other 
schools outside Masterton were allowed to participate, with the result that some  of the pupils 
travelled from a distance of four or five miles on foot and attended regularly. These Saturday 
classes were attended by over a hundred' pupils, and the tables they witnessed showed the 
excellent results. With the object of securing regularity of attendance and diligence it was 
decided to offer prizes, and these would be handed to the girls who, under the examination of 
their teacher, had won the largest number of marks. The prizes, which consisted of a valuable 
beok on cookery, he would call on Mr Hogg M H R to distribute.  
Mr Hogg before handing the prizes to the  successful pupils, referred at some length to the 
importance of cookery, pointing out that the preparation of food by good cooking was the 
insignia that distinguished man and woman from the rest of animated creation, and gave Dr. 
Darwin's missing link a mental blow. (Laughter), Miss Millington had come to them like a 
latter-day missionary to shed a blessing on many a household and make the little girls of 
Masterton attractive sweethearts and thrifty wives. He referred to the large expenditure on 
cookery classes in Great Britain, and the difficulties many of the teachers of cookery there 
had to contend with among the poor in demonstrating how, with dear food, a meal could be 
produced for less than a penny a head. Fortunately, in New Zealand they were better off. 
Food was abundant, and the great need of the people was to be shown in how many attractive 
and wholesome forms it could be prepared. Miss Millington while in Masterton had done a 
service that had endeared her to many a family and when she returned, as he hoped she would 
before long, he ventured to say she would receive a welcome even heartier than her present 
send off.  
The following prizes were then awarded. Standard VII, Maggie Robertson; Standard VI., 
Edith Iggulden; Standard V Nellie Cave; Standard IV, Hettie Robins,  
Mesdames Ibbetson and Faree contributed two favourite songs in their happiest style and 
were warmly applauded. A Dutch auction of the exhibits, in which Mr Hogg, M H.R 
officiated as auctioneer, brought the proceedings to a close. 
27th June 1898 Miss Millington's cookery lessons to the Masterton School were by no means 
wasted, and several smart little girls are able to turn knowledge gained to good account. A 
first-rale sample of Everton toffee, made by a little cook aged nine, reached us this morning 
4th July 1898 In the football match Masterton School Boys v. Pahiatua and Mangatainoka, 
played at Pahiatua on Saturday, Masterton won by three points — Masterton 6, Pahiatua 3. 
15th July 1898 The Chairman and three members of the Masterton School Committee turned 
up last evening and waited patiently for half-an-hour. The meeting then lapsed for want of a 
quorum. We are asked to remind members of the Committee that meetings are now held in 
the Borough Council Chambers at 7.30 p. m. 
27th July 1898 Wellington Education Board . Wm. Johnston was granted leave of absence 
from the Masterton School for one month 
2nd August 1898 The return match, Masterton School v. Pahiatua and Mangatainoka, will be 
played at Masterton on Saturday next,' 
12th August 1898 MONTHLY MEETING. The monthly meeting of The  Masterton School 
Committee was hold last evening, Present: Messrs E. Feist (Chairman) G. Dixon, J. L. 
Murray, J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary, A. E. Copping, O, Pragnell and E. McEwen,  



The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit  balance at date of £7 9s 2d,  
A letter from the Eltham School Committee enclosing a petition to Parliament recommending 
the periodical transfer of School Inspectors was received.  
It was unanimously resolved on the motion of Mr E. McEwen , seconded by Mr Copping, 
that the Committee favors the proposal, and autherises the Chairman to sign the petition.  
The Secretary to the School Committee's Association wrote asking cooperation in lite 
movement, The letter was received.  
Miss Keeling's report was read, showing one hundred and three children on the roll, the strict 
average attendance since the holidays being eighty-one. The report also stated that Mrs 
Linton had asked if one of her daughters might assist in the Infant School for a time to obtain 
an insight into the teaching of certain subjects to infants. 
On Mr McEwen's motion, it was resolved to ask the Education Board to autherise the 
purchase of a clock for the Infant School. 
On Mr Pragnell's motion, seconded by Mr O'Leary. it was resolved to refer Mrs Linton to the 
Education Board.  
The Head Teacher, Mr W. H. Jackson, reported 601 children on the main school roll, with an 
average attendance of 505. The annual drawing examination takes place on Wednesday, 
September 7th. The report also suggested that the Committee ask the Town Lands Trust to 
grant a lease of the "broom paddock" for a school playground,  
Messrs Feist, Pragnell, Perry and O'Leary were appointed to supervise the drawing 
examination. 
The Chairman pointed out the desirability of acquiring the broom paddock as suggested  by 
Mr Jackson.  
On the motion of .Mr Geo. Dixon, seconded by Mr Murray, Messrs McEwen, O'Leary, and 
Copping, together with the Head Master (Mr W. H. Jackson) were appointed a deputation to 
wait on the Town Lands Trustees with  regard to the matter. 
 Accounts as submitted were passed for payment. The absentee list was dealt with. 
Messrs Murray and McEwen were appointed Visiting Members and the meeting adjourned 
29th August 1898 A large paddock adjoining the Masterton school has been  leased to the 
School Committee for 21 years by the Town Lands Trustees at a nominal rental, to be used as 
a sports ground. 
1st September 1898 Wellington Education Board An application by Miss J. A. Linton for 
permission to attend Masterton Infant School for experience in teaching was declined. The 
question of sending a relieving teacher to Masterton, where two teachers are incapacitated 
through illness, was also left in the hands of Mr Blair. 
2nd September 1898 A lunch at the Masterton Public School takes place to-morrow, in honor 
of the visit of the representatives of the Wellington Schools Rugby Union 
The annual football match Wellington Schools team versus Wairarapa Schools will be played 
to-morrow afternoon in the Park Oval. The Wellington beys accompanied by several masters 
will arrive on Monday evening. During their stay they will be the guests of scholars and old 
scholars of the Masterton School. The two teams will lunch together at noon to-morrow. The 
luncheon is being provided by Masterton parents and friends and will be attended by Messrs 
A.W. Hogg, M.H.R, W. C. Buchanan, M.H. It, W, W. McCardle, C. A. Pownall, E. Feist and 
the members of the School Committee and other guests. The match will commence at 3 



o'clock and it is expected that it will be a close contest. In order to assist the Masterton 
School Sports fund, collecting bexes will be placed at the gates 
8th September 1898 Chest complaints, quinsy and inflammation of the lungs have been very 
prevalent up country of late, young and old being equally affected. The Masterton School has 
suffered badly, no fewer than three of its teachers being laid up at the same time, and the 
Education Board, altheugh applied to, have been unable to furnish a relieving staff. 
5th September 1898 A PLEASANT GATHERING. 
"WELLINGTON SCHOOL BOYS IN MASTEHTON. On Saturday the representative  team 
of the Wellington Schools Rugby Football Union, who Arrived in Masterton on the previous 
evening  for the purpose of trying conclusions on the football field with the representatives of 
the Wairarapa Schools, were entertained at lunch by the teachers and scholars attending the 
Masterton Public School. A number of the teachers from the Wellington Schools were 
present, and as invitations had been theughtfully sent to members of the School Committer, 
The Mayor of Masterton (Mr C. A. Pownall), the Chairman of the Trust lands Trust (Mr J, 
Hessey), and others, There were a good number of adults who sat down to lunch with the 
beys, some of the visitors making jocular speeches for the young people's amusement. The 
large class room at the school was where the lunch was held and two big tables, abeut thirty 
feet in length, beunteously supplied with these delicacies which tend so much to sharpen (he 
juvenile appetite, were surrounded by healthy, happy-looking faces, whose owners-as was 
subsequently demonstrated—possessed an extraordinary capacity for stowing away good 
things. 
The scene was one which could not fail to give pleasure to any onlooker, and when the 
Mayor of Masterton said he hoped to see the Wellington beys in Masterton again that day 
twelve months, ho was applauded to the echo by every adult present. The lady teachers at the 
Masterton School acted as waitresses, showing no small interest in the work they had 
undertaken. Their mission appeared to be to make the function as pleasurable as possible and 
in this this they succeeded eminently.  
During the luncheon Mrs A. N. Burns presided at the piano and added to the enjoyment by 
playing several well-chosen selections. Miss Ella Johnston also sang very nicely. The topical 
items given by these ladies were very much appreciated. After full justice had been done to 
the edibles, Mr C. A. Pownall, who occupied the .position of chairman, made n very 
appropriate little speech. He heartily welcomed the visitors to Masterton and hoped they 
would thoroughly enjoy themselves. He told the beys that he had been a Wellington bey 
himself and was educated at the Therndon School, he would not tell them when he first went 
to school; it would be letting them know how old he was. But he would tell them he took 
prizes in 1872. His education finished at the Wellington College. This finishing consisted 
very largely of " whackings." He would not take up their time by making a long speech; ho 
considered long speeches were a delusion and a snare and should only be made in Parliament 
when there was nothing else to do. Ho hoped that in the match they were abeut to play they 
would receive no more knocks than they gave, he believed that physical education was as 
necessary as mental, and for that reason ho hoped that these friendly matches between 
representatives of the various schools would be continued in future years. In extending a 
hearty welcome to the Wellington beys he coupled the name of Mr A. B. Charters, the 
manager of the team. 



 Mr Charters thanked the Mayor for the hearty welcome and the splendid reception the 
Wellington schools’ representatives had received; they were always treated well when they 
came to Masterton He was sure they would go back wishing they could come up once a 
week. From the happy faces of the beys it was evident they had all enjoyed themselves and he 
was certain the game to be played would be fought in the very best possible spirit. He 
especially thanked the ladies for the part they had  taken in supplying the repast, and for the 
attention given to the beys.  
Mr E. Feist said the Wairarapa beys, when they visited Wellington, received the best of 
treatment, and were most hospitably entertained; it was quite right that the annual football 
match should 'be made the occasion for a thoroughly enjoyable outing. It was good for the 
beys to come from the smoky streets of Wellington and enjoy themselves for a few days in a 
place like Masterton.  
Mr J. Hessey was sure the interchange of visits between the Wairarapa and Wellington beys 
was good for all. These visits would enable the country beys to see what town was like and 
the town beys to spend a day or two in the country.  
Mr W. H. Jackson said the present was the seventh occasion on which visits of that kind had 
been made, and he hoped that as they had gone on successfully for so long they would be 
continued. The origin of the visits was when the Mount Cook school beys met the Masterton 
beys, some three years after he (the speaker) left Mount Cook school to come to Masterton. 
At. first it was an exchange of visits between schools: now it was between Wellington 
representatives and Wairarapa representatives. , The teachers and residents would always be 
ready to welcome and entertain the visiting teams, Mr Jackson then told the beys that they 
would be taken out for drives so that they might sec as much as possible while their visit 
lasted.  
An adjournment was soon afterwards made to the Masterton Park Oval.  
We must not forget to mention that a great deal is due to Mr R. Darroch manager of the 
Wairarapa team, for his , organisation. Mr Darroch is an enthusiastic and popular supporter of 
school sports. At the conclusion of the lunch the whole company sang " God Save the Queen 
" with telling effect. 
5th September 1898 3rd September. In the representative school match Wellington defeated 
Wairarapa by 6 points to nil. Wills placed a penalty goal and Fraser scored a try for the 
winners. 
9th September 1898 MONTHLY MEETING. The Masterton School Committee met last 
evening, Present—Messrs E Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, G. Dixon, J. L. Murray, W. Perry, 
J. Carpenter, H. O'Leary and A. Copping.  
The minutes of lust meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer's statement showed a credit balance at date of £18 12s. 
Correspondence was received from the Secretary to the Education Board with regard to a 
clock for the Infant School.  
The Head Teacher's report was read, showing six hundred scholars on the roll with an 
average attendance of five hundred and nine. 
Miss Keeling reported an average attendance of eighty-five with one hundred and four 
children on the Infant School roll.  



Mr McEwen drew attention to the fact that one hour being allowed for some classes of 
drawing at examinations was not enough. Instead of one hour an hour and-a-half should be 
allowed for scale drawing at any rate. 
Mr O'Leary endorsed this.  
It was decided to bring the matter under Mr Riley's notice,  
Accounts were submitted, the Chairman mill Mr Murray being appointed to deal with them. 
The question of the broom paddock was introduced, Mr W. H. Jackson waiting on the 
meeting with regard to the matter. 
On the motion of the Chairman a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the deputation who 
wailed on the Trust and secured the paddock.  
Mr Jackson suggested ploughing the land at once and obtaining the benefit of Mr J. Hessey's  
practical experience. He had no doubts as to the financing of the matter and was prepared to 
guarantee £10 towards the work, one guinea of which he would give himself. He would also 
suggest that he be permitted to issue collecting cards.  
The Chairman moved that permission be given to the Head Master to issue collecting cards 
for a fund to be expended in improving the paddock lately obtained for a Sports ground for 
the School. 
Messrs Feist, McEwen, Perry, Copping and Dixon were appointed an executive sub-
committee to arrange matters in connection with the improving and financing the ground, 
with Mr Jackson. 
Mr McEwen was  appointed to arrange with Mr Hessey regarding ploughing.  
Messrs Feist and Murray were directed to arrange abeut the preparation of the lease. 
Resolved to send final notices to several parents of children who have been irregular of late. 
It was decided to ask the Education Board to grant the services of the Truant Officer for a 
week or two.  
Messrs Perry and O'Leary were appointed Visiting Members and the meeting closed, 
15th September 1898 Miss McIntyre was last week despatched to Masterton by the secretary 
of the Education Board to act as relieving officer for a period. 
29th September 1898 Mr. Robert Parker, the Wellington Education Board's instructor of 
music, will give a course of 10 lessons at the Masterton Public School on Saturday 
afternoons, beginning on Saturday, the 8th prox., and continuing weekly until the Christmas 
holidays. The course will be framed on the lines of the examination for the school music 
teachers' certificate, and the practical work will be entirely new. Next Saturday  
consequently, will be the last occasion this  year upon which Mr. Parker will give his 
Saturday lessons to city teachers. Hitherto Mr. Parker has been paying monthly lecturing 
visits to Masterton, as music is made a pass subject under the Manual and Technical 
Instruction Act, which also provides for a capitation grant  to Education Boards for musical 
instruction but it is stipulated that the instruction must consist of a certain continuous weekly 
series of lectures in order to secure the capitation. The monthly lectures have therefore not 
been of financial benefit to the Board, but by putting in the term mentioned above the 
Masterton classes will earn the capitation. 
29th September 1898 Subject to no objection being raised by the Masterton committee as to 
certain beundaries, it was decided to grant aid towards the school at Matahiwi ; 
1st October 1898 MASTERTON SCHOOL. 
——_ ANNUAL EXAMINATION, 



The Masterton Public School examination was concluded by Inspectors Lee and Fleming 
yesterday afternoon, and the results  are again most satisfactory, proving that under Mr W H 
Jackson and his excellent staff, this high standard of work is still maintained. The complete 
pass list is as follows  
Standard I.—Boys- Carl Andricksen, Jocelyn Andrews, George Ayson, Bertie Broadbent, 
Jack Berry, Frank Boden, Percy Church, Cromwell Crawford, Edward Cooper James Deane, 
John Eves, Ray Elder, David Falls, Willie Flaw, Edward Greathead, Walter Harrison, Robert 
Holms, Willie Harris, Stanley Hogg Alfred Iggulden, Henry Jones, Willie James, Charles 
Jensen, Percy Jackson, Leonard King, Alfred Le Comte, Horace Leeks, Charles Munn,  
Alfred Millar, Cyril Parsons, Fred Phillips, Otto Petersen, Hemming Rasmussen, Percy 
Smith, Sydney Sexton, James Spackman, Jarl Syverston , Edward Tc Tau, James Winchester, 
Warren Williams, Edgar Williams, Phillip Hyde, Charles Cole, Charles Yates.  
Girls—Ada Allen, Evelyn ,Bryn , Amy Bacon, Josephine Curham, Nina Christensen, Alice 
Campbell, Jessie Campbell, Burl Chisholm, Winnie Carpenter, Annie Dixon, Elsie Easthepe, 
Constance Elliott, Florence Ford, Dora Fiechen, Elsie Franks, Maria Fiechen, Florence 
Green, Mary Gordon, Millicent Gordon, Mabel Holmes, Maud Hounslow, Lily Jackson. 
Dorothea Jackson, Eileen Jago, Lucy Johnston, Ivy McKenzie, Nellie Matthews, Mabel 
Marsh. Minnie Millar, Constance McEwen, Mercy Peat, Violet Pragnell, Olive Richards, 
Nellie .Robins, Winnie Saker, Florence Smith, Amy Shaw, Madge Tait, Constance Tooby, 
Eva Wallis, Ouida Worthington. 
 Standard ll.—Boys Percy Braggins, Rupert Byford, Walter Campbell, Owen Crawley, John 
Curham, George Daysh, Gustav Fiechen, Joseph Fraser, Fred Harding, Leonard Holloway, 
Albert Le Comte, Ralph Leeks, Gordon Laing, Albert Jones, Willie Jones, Leonard Jones, 
Arthur Miller, Lester Minifie, Herbert Morris, Willie Muir, Themas Pinhey . Arthur Prentice, 
Robert Reardon, Harry Russell, George Sowman, Andrew Thempson, Themas Treen, Archie 
Williams, Edgar Wrigley.  
Girls—Elsie Alexander, Emily Allen, Marion Allsworth, Daisy Baker, Edith Billington, 
Violet Carpenter, Martha Coy, Eunice Cox, Agnes Corkhill, Jeanie Deane, Ivy Dew, Ida 
Daniell, Gladys Dixon, Evelyn Elliott, Vera Edwards, Laura Forman, Jane Falls, Irene 
Godso, Christina Graham, Beatrice Holmes, Rita Hooper, Mizpah Hayes, Katie Johnston, 
Aidney Jackson, Lily Jones, Ada Langley, Phyllis Langley, Agnes Le Comte, Winnie Logan, 
Conny Mclachlan, Gladys Mackay, Flora Nicie, Lily Osman, Maggie Robins, Lily Reed, 
Ethel Stone, Hettie Smith, Hilda Stewart, Elsie Tooby, Rita Townshend, Gertie Townshend, 
Hetty Wickens, Eva Walden, Myrtle Wintringham, Elsie Webb, Gladys Wickctt.  
Standard III.—Boys—Henry Allen, Henry Braggins, Herbert Braggins, Allan Cave, John 
Christensen, Stanley Cresswell, John Coradine, Arthur Donald, Albert Dunstall, David 
Easthepe, Andrew Eraser, Donald Fraser, Frederick Fiechen, Ransome Harding, Herbert 
Hewitt, Nathaniel Hooper, Richmond Hooper, Benjamin Hounslow, Leslie Israel, Montague 
Iggulden, Horace Joyce, Edgar Joyce, Arthur Jones, Robert Jones, Herbert Jackson, 
Willie Keeble, Basil Keith, John Kite, Cornelieus Leahy, John Lynn, Melville Lyons, Eiden 
Moore, Clarence Morris, George Morris, Norman McEwen, Leonard Norman, Ernest  
Osman, Henry Pickett, Wilfred  Rigg, Donald Ross, John Skipper, Frank Spackman, Lewis 
Spackman, Arthur Stone, Peter Theumine, George Thempson, James Topping, Reginald 
Townshend, Cecil Wickctt, Richard Williams, Victor Williams.  



Girls—Jessie Budd, Hilda Berry, Elsie Benne , Phyllis Chisholm, Mary Coy, Nellie 
Chapman, Ellie Dixon, Ruby Dixon, Agnes Eves, Gladys Gray, Fay Hogg, Violet Hounslow, 
Nettie Hooper, Elsie Jensen, Ethel James, Elsie Jones, Amy Jones, Ida King, Idalia Lyons, 
Alice Montgomery, Alice Michell, Edith Mitchell, Louisa Marsh, Olive Mackay, Eva 
O'Meara, Myra Rasmussen, Madeline  Reside, Mary Redmond, Emilie Stevens, Sybil Styles, 
Louisa Scott, Elsie Smith, Gladys Smith, Ada Smith, Lottie Stone, Mabel Sutton, Ernestine 
von Keisenberg, Bertha Williams, Lena Young, 
 Standard IV.—Boys -George Apperley, Fred Allen, Charles Bills, Frank Crawford, Richard 
Campbell, Allan Dixon, Leonard Daniell, Harry Dunstall, Norman .Fielding, Leonard 
Hooper, Edgar Hawke, Charles Ibbetson, Willie Johns, Graham Johnston, Walter Jones; 
Victor James, Alfred Langley, William Logan, Hugh Millar, William Morris, Frank 
McEwen, Randolph Mackay, Leonard Prentice, Ernest Parsons, James Russell, Joseph 
Reardon, Harold Reynolds, Albert Reed, Edward Munn, George Simpson, Bertie Temple, 
Terry Temple, James Tait, Herbert Townshend, Claude Turner, Frank Wallis, Ralph Wheeler, 
Frank Wickens, James Watson, Leonard Dixon, John Pickett,  
Girls-Laura Arnold, May Allsworth, , Edith Benney, Florrie Cox, Amelia Collotte, Olive 
Dixon, Florence Deane, Ethel Daniell, Maud Elliott, Lizzie Forman, May Fuller, Katherine 
Graham, Annie Hounslow, Ivy Iorns, Annie King, Rose Keeble, Daisy Osberne, Robina  
Robb, Muriel Rive, Elsie Richards, Hester Robins, Ellen Reid, Mary Reid, Elsie  Truscott, 
Ella Townsend, Evelyn Warner, Edith Wellington, Annie Williams, Harriett Williams, Maud 
Watson, Olive Winteringham, Blanche Mackay,  
Standard V .-Boys -George Baker, Alfred Corbett, Bertie Church, Cecil Dixon, Reginald 
Green, Archie Holmes, Hector Harrison, William Hatch, Leslie Jago, Norman Jones, Fred 
Leeks, John Osberne, Arthur Rigg, Charles Reside, Rupert Sutton, Clarence  Smith, Harold 
Williams, Herbert Whitt, James Coradine. 
 Girls—Lily Beere, Maggie Curham, Nellie Cave, Dora Christensen, Eva Christensen, Ethel 
Church, Fanny Dixon, Blanche Easthepe, Edith Exell, Emily Exell, Amy Hounslow, Maud 
Hawke, Olive Harrison, Amy Holdaway, Virtue Ingram, Ethel Lyons, Ellen Pinkey , Wallace  
Pinkerton, Jane Robertson, Mabel Rigg, Flora Ross, Annie Rive, Agnes Robb, Gertrude 
Williams, Maggio Williamson, Ida Wickctt.  
Standard  VI .-Boys-Frank Andrews, John Campbell, Harry Gorringe, Robert Henry Percy 
Holmes, William Iorns, Kenneth Keith, Malcolm  Mackay, Horace Monk, William Norman, 
Clarence Hoys, Vandermere Robinson, Robert Russell, Charles Ross, James Payton, 
Archibald Daniell, Richard Jones, John Kingdon, Vincent Richards, Claude Wickctt.  
Girls—Gertie Apperley, Alice Bartlett, Louisa Baker, Elsie Campbell, Lena Cole, Anna 
Curham, Vera Dixon, Violet Hewitt, Agnes Hogg, Ella Ibbetson, Edith Iggulden, Rose 
Ingram, Katie Jones, Hcrmie Mackay, Beatrice McLachlan, Eva  O'Connor, Ada Spackman, 
Eva Bigg, Mario Tayler, Kate Wallis, Eva Hooper, Agnes Dixon, Isabel Broadbent, Florence 
D'Arcy, Olive Iorns, Florence Jones. 
Standard VII ,—Boys-Hugh Ayson, Bruce Brown, Herbert Green, Howard Jackson, Norman 
McEwen, Humphrey O'Leary, Edward Richards, Alexander Robertson.  
Girls—Harriet Allen, Lily Byford, Maggie Campbell, Edith Carpenter, Hilda Corbett, Winnie 
Daniell, Jessie Doreen, Nellie Hogg, Florence Monk, Edith Peterson, Maggie Robertson, 
Maggio Smith, Louise Smith, Ethel Ward, 



6th October 1898 Altogether 155 beys and girls have signified their intention of competing for 
the annual scholarships offered by the Board of Education . The number of candidates from 
each school will be as follows : — City schools — Newtown, 17 ; Therndon, 16 ; Terrace, 15 
; Mount Cook Boys', 13 ; Clyde quay, 12 ; Mount Cook Girls"', 8 ; Rintoul street, 6. Country 
schools — Petone, 11; Masterton, 8; Greytown, 8; Karori, 5; Hutt and Carterton, 4 each ; 
Johnsonville and Dreyerton, 3 each ; Levin, Parkvale,  Porirua, and Ohariu, 2 each ; 
Rangitumau, Mikimiki, Newman, Gladstone, Belvedere, Taita, Paraparaumu, Pahautanui, 
Otaki, Waihakeke, Roseneath, Shannon, and Tawa Flat, 1 each. The examination will be held 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, 18th and 19th instant. 
8th October 1898 Girls under 16 years of age, attending any primary school, may attend any 
of the cookery classes at the Technical School in which vacancies occur 
14th October 1898 The regular monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
last evening. Present'.-Messrs E. Feist (chairman), W. Perry, O .Pragnell, G, Dixon, H. 
McEwen, J. Carpenter and A, E. Copping,  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £2 19s 8d. Accounts outstanding amounting 
to £2O were passed for payment.  
Correspondence regarding the Committee's resolution re time allowed for subjects at drawing 
examination was read,  
The Head Master's report was read, showing an average attendance of 551, with 600 children 
on the roll. Miss Keeling reported 112 children on the roll with an average attendance of 80', 
Seats were required for the kindergarten table and several small repairs to the school.  
Mr Perry said the Infant School really wanted painting very badly. It was a matter for the 
Education .Board. Certain repairs  were also necessary. He would move that the Board's 
attention be called to the necessity of painting and the repairs he attended to by the visiting 
members. This was agreed to.  
The question of seats, as asked for by Miss Keeling, was left in the hands of the Chairman. 
Mr Feist said Mr Jackson's report was very satisfactory: the examination had passed off very 
well. 
 On the motion of Mr George Dixon it was decided to grant the schools a half-holiday on the 
date of the Carterton A. and P. Show.  
With regard to the School Recreation Ground (commonly known as the " broom" paddock), 
the Chairman said it had been decided to have the lease drawn up in Mr Jackson's name, as 
the lease could not be made out to the School Committee, the latter not being a corporate 
bedy.  
The absentee list was considered, and it was resolved to send notices to the parents of the 
scholars mentioned, In reply to a question the Secretary said there was need to take final 
steps, as the children to whom notices had been sent after last meeting were not now on the 
list 
17th October 1894 The Scholarship examination takes place on Tuesday and Wednesday next, 
in the Masterton School. 
27th October 1894 Wellington Education Board Grants were made in the following cases: 
Masterton (pump), £2 15s 
27th October 1898 Under the auspices of the Wellington Education Board, Mr Riley, of the 
Technical Department, has arranged for the lessons in cookery which are to be given to the 



schools in the country. Miss Millington conducts classes at Pahiatua, Scarberough and 
Makakahi on Mondays ; at Mangatainoka on Tuesdays ; Mauriceville East (including 
Mangamahoe and Dreyer’s Rock) on Wednesdays ; Hastwell on Thursdays ; Eketahuna and 
Newman on Fridays ; and Pahiatua for teachers on Saturday. So far Miss Willington has 
made a capital impression, and there is no doubt the valuable work she is performing will be 
greatly appreciated. Miss Willington will take the southern schools, beginning at Masterton in 
April and during the winter months. Miss Millington is correct spelling Item is as written 
29th October 1894 Our Masterton correspondent telegraphs that Mr. W. Johnston, of the 
Masterton school staff, has been appointed second assistant at the Clyde-quay school. 
29th October 1898 Trust Lands Trust Captain Morris, of the Kuripuni Fire Brigade, wrote 
agreeing to alteration of land now occupied by the Brigade to permit the better improvement 
of the new School recreation ground 
11th November 1898 MONTHLY MEETING. The Masterton School Committee met last 
evening. Present, Messrs E Feist (chairman), W. Perry, J. L. Murray, J. Carpenter, E, 
McEwen, and A. E. Copping.  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed, The Treasurer reported a credit 
balance at date of £19 13s Id. Accounts were submitted and passed for payment as funds 
permit,  
Miss Keeling reported one hundred and thirteen children on (he roll with an average 
attendance of ninety-three, at the Infant School. The whole of the piano purchase money (£l5) 
has now been paid, the parents making up the requisite £5 in shilling subscriptions.  
Mr W. H. Jackson, head teacher, reported 600 children on the roll with an average attendance 
of 497.  
The Chairman said the Fernridge School Committee desired the  present school beundaries 
altered to include certain Upper Plain residents in the Fernridge School district, by extending 
the eastern beundary to Ngaumutawa  road. The Committee offered no objection to the 
suggested alteration,  
It was resolved to prosecute the parents of two children to whom first and final notices have 
been sent, and to send first notices to these children's parents who have been irregular during 
last month. Messrs Copping and Dixon were appointed visiting members, and the meeting 
closed. 
11th November 1898 The results of the late drawing examination at the Masterton School arc 
the best the school has yet obtained,  
Miss McGregor and Miss Bunting of the Masterton  School teaching staff are off duty  
through illness 
Very few children on the Masterton Schools roll were attacked by measles last month, 
altheugh Mr Jackson reports that several were kept at home through sickness, The teachers of 
the Masterton School have presented Mr William Johnston, until lately one of their number, 
with a Gladstone bag. Mr T. Grundy, of the Clyde Quay School, will make the presentation 
on behalf of the donors. 
Mr W. Johnston, late of Masterton, having been promoted to the position of third assistant 
teacher at Clyde Quay School, Wellington, the Head Teacher at Masterton (Mr W. H, 
Jackson), recommends the appointment of a trained infant mistress as Mr Johnston's 
successor, 



A cricket match, the first of the season for the school beys, will be played at the 
Masterton School grounds to-morrow between the Masterton School and a combined team 
from Mauriceville and Opaki, The Masterton team will be as follows: —H. O'Leary 
(captain), B. Brown, H. Ayson, L. Jago, T. Lawson, H. Gorringe, W. Iorns, H. Green, V, 
Richards, P. Leeks, and Wrigley. Emergencies: H. Jackson, K, Jones, and C, Wickett, 
12th November 1898 MASTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
DRAWING EXAMINATION. The following is the list of passes at the recent Drawing 
Examination held at the Masterton School :  
Freehand. Gertrude Apperley, George Apperley, Lily Byford, Bruce Brown, Rhoda Beetham, 
Elsie Campbell, Nellie Cave, Bertie Church, Ernest. Chapman, Richard Campbell, Phyllis 
Chisholm, Lena Cole, Winnie Daniell, Leonard Dixon, Harry Dunstall, Albert Dunstall, 
Emily Exell, May Fuller, Norman Fielding, Robert Henry, Agnes Hogg, Violet Hewitt, Amy 
Hounslow, Hector Harrison, Archie Holmes, Annie Hounslow, Amy Holdaway, Maud 
Hawke, Rose Ingram, Ella Ibbetson, Bertie Johns, Robert Junes, Horace Joyce, Ethel James, 
Victor James, Leslie Jago, Alfred Langley, Edward Mann, Eldon Moore, Alice Mitchell, 
Humphrey O'Leary, Eva O'Connor, John Osberne, Ellen Reid, Mary Reed, Flora Ross, Ada 
Spackman, Rupert Sutton, Clarence Smith, Percy Temple, Claude Turner, Bertie Temple, 
Marie Tayler, Frank Wallis, Ralph Wheeler, Frank Wickens, James Watson, Gertie Williams. 
Model—Gertrude Apperley, Frank Andrews, Hugh Ayson (excellent), ' Harriet Allen (good), 
Lily Byford, Bruce Brown, Elsie Campbell, Margaret Campbell, John Campbell, Lena Cole, 
Anna Curham(good),Edith Carpenter (Excellent), Vera Dixon, Archibald Daniell, Florence 
D'Arcy, Harry Gorringe, Herbert Green, Hobert Henry, Percy Holmes, Eva Hooper, Rose 
"Ingram, ' Ella Ibbetson, William Iorns, Katie ' Jones, Edith Iggulden, Olive Iorns, Howard 
Jackson, Richard Jones, John Kingdon (good), Malcolm Mackay, Horace Monk, Beatrice 
McLachlan (good), William Norman, Humphrey O'Leary, Eva O'Connor, James Payton, 
Clarence Hoys (good), Edward Richards (good), Vincent Richards (good), Robert Russell, 
Marie Taylor.  
Geometry.—George Apperley (excellent), Hugh F. Ayson (excellent), May Allsworth (good), 
Bruce J. Brown (excellent), Rhoda Beetham (excellent), Edith Beaney, Margaret H. Corbett, 
Jessie M, Doreen (good), Ethel Daniell (good), Olive Dixon (good), Florence Deane, Allan 
Dixon (good), Leonard Daniell, May Fuller (good), Norman Fielding (good), Lizzie Norman 
(good), Leonard Hooper (excellent), Annie Hounslow, Ivy Iorns, Berty  Johns, Victor James 
(excellent), Howard E. Jackson (excellent), Graham Johnston (excellent), Kenneth Keith, 
John Kingdon (excellent), Edward Munn (excellent), Frank McEwen (good), Hugh Millar, 
William Morris (good). Humphrey O'Leary (good), Ernest Parsons, Agnes Robb (good), 
Elsie Richards (good), Hester Robins, Muriel Rive, James Russell (good), Albert Reed, 
Harold Reynolds (excellent), Bertie Temple (excellent), James Tait (excellent), Herbert 
Townsend, Maud Watson (good), Olive Wintringham, Frank Wallis (excellent), James 
Watson,  
Scale Drawing.—Harriet Allen, Alice Bartlett, Geo, Baker, Alfred Corbett, Nellie Cave, Dora 
Christensen (good), John Campbell, Lena Cole, Anna Curham, Eva Christensen, Ethel 
Church, Leonard Dixon (good), Fanny Dixon, Vera Dixon, Cecil Dixon, Donald Finlayson 
(good), Harry Gorringe, Rex Green, Olive Harrison, Amy Hounslow, Hector Harrison 
(good), Archie Holmes, William Hatch (excellent), Amy Holdaway (excellent), William 
Iorns, Olive Iorns (excellent), Leslie Jago (good), Geo. Jones, Walter Jones, Richard Geo. 



Jones, .Norman Jones, Fred Leeks, Hermie Mackay, Malcolm Mackay, William Norman, 
Archie Pragnell, Nellie Pinhey (excellent), Jane Robertson, Arthur Bigg, Annie Rive, Flora 
Ross, Charles Reside, Ada Spackman, Rupert Sutton, Clarence Smith, Emma Treen, Gertrude 
Williams, Herbert Whitt (good),  
FULL DRAWING CERTIFICATES The Following now hold full drawing certificates, 
having passed in all the subjects of the First Grade; they are entitled to a year's free tuition in 
Second Grade subjects at the Masterton Technical School-.-Beatrice McLachlan, Hugh  
Ayson, Anna A. Curham, Howard E. Jackson, Harriett Allen, John Campbell, Edward H. 
Richards, John B Brown, Herbert Green, Malcolm Mackay, Maggie Campbell, Olive E, 
Iorns, Hilda Corbett, Robert Russell, Horace Monk, Lily Byford, William Iorns, John 
Kingdon, Richard Jones, Winifred Daniell, William D. Ayson, Archibald Daniell, Edith 
Carpenter, ' Vincent Richards, 
1st December 1898 In committee, yesterday afternoon, the Education Board appointed Mr. F, 
A. Bakewell, M.A., at present head teacher at the Greytown School, as the third Inspector of 
Schools. Mr. Bakewell, who has been in the Board's service for some years, has an excellent 
record. He was at different times assistant teacher at Masterton and Therndon Schools 
6th December 1898 EDUCATION BOARD. Wellington, December 3,1898. 
APPLICATION'S for the position of Infant Mistress in the Masterton School; Salary. £9O, 
will be received at this office up to Saturday, 10th inst. Board's application forms must be 
used. A. DORSET, Secretary.  
8th December 1898 The Secretary of the Education Board has issued a circular to head 
teachers stating that the pupil teachers' examination will be held in the Education Board 
Building and the Masterton School on Friday and Saturday, 16th and 17th December, 
commencing at 10 a.m. Where the school work cannot be carried on in consequence of the 
pupil teachers being required to attend the annual examination, such schools will break up on 
the 14th December, but where possible the school work is to be carried on 
9th December 1898 The Masterton Public School closes for the Christmas holidays on 
Thursday next and opens again on the 21st January. A sale of kindergarten  work is to be held 
on Thursday afternoon and evening next, by the Masterton Public Schools in aid of the new 
recreation reserve 
Mr W. H. Jackson, in his School Committee's report of yesterday, says: —"I have much 
pleasure in reporting to the Committee an exceptional case of good attendance at school, a 
case which is creditable to both parents and children. On the 30th ultimo, a fire occurred 
which completely destroyed the home of a family. In spite of this four out of the five school-
children in the family were at school next day, the fifth being prevented from attending 
through a burnt foot. I wish such an example would become epidemic."  
The Masterton School Committee met last evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist, (chairman), 
Geo. Dixon, Walter Perry, U. Pragnell, and E. McEwen. The minutes were read and adopted 
and the Treasurer's report showing a credit of £3 Is 5d was read. A motion congratulating Mr 
F, H. Bakewell  on his appointment to the position of Inspector of Schools was recorded. 
Miss Keeling reported an average attendance for the month to be thirty-nine  (Checked as 
written) with one hundred and seven on the roll. Mr Jackson reported five hundred and ninety 
scholars on the roll with an average attendance of 477. Measles has considerably interfered 
with the attendance. 



14th December 1898 The sale of work and concert at the Masterton School, which takes place 
to-morrow afternoon and evening, should prove attractive 
The children of the Masterton School are working very energetically under the direction of 
their teachers to make the sale of work to-morrow a therough success. The various articles, 
products, etc, to be placed before the public are the contributions of the children themselves, 
and in numerous cases even their own work. The infants, having during the year amassed a 
large quantity of kindergarten work, have donated it to swell the collection; many girls are 
entering dressed dolls, which after being judged for prizes, will he placed on the stalls; some 
of the beys are bringing the result of their efforts at carpentering; some the products of their 
fruit and vegetable gardens, while others are giving live slock: sheep, calves, ducks, fowls 
and one bey in his unselfishness will bring his pet guinea pigs. The teachers, helped by the 
elder pupils, will take charge of the various stalls and there will also be a refreshment room 
where afternoon tea, to say nothing of strawberries and raspberries and cream, will no doubt 
be eagerly sought after. The indispensable Christmas tree and bran-tub will also be in 
evidence. In the evening a concert will be held but not in the same room as the sale, and in 
still another room  

Mr Blythe will set his graphophone to work in the midst of 
other attractions, such as microscopes and electric batteries and appliances. Altogether the 
sale will be well worth visiting, and parents and friends while buying Christmas presents or 
oilier necessary and useful articles, will be doing a goad turn in contributing to the cost of 
providing a splendid recreation ground for the school, which will be a credit to the town and a 
source of pleasure and great benefit to the children for many years. Mr Jackson intends to 
make this ground second to none in the colony, and deserves every encouragement from the 
Masterton people, 
 
 
16th December 1898 SALE OF WORK. 
II is almost unnecessary In say that the sale of work at the Masterton School yesterday was 
mi unqualified success , not only as an entertainment but also as a means of raising money for 
the School recreation around. Taking all the various sources together the inflow of cash will 
amount to close upon £300 a result which all feel to he highly satisfactory.  
The sale was conducted in the large infant-room of the school and the numerous stalls were 
tastefully decorated  with curtains and evergreens. In the afternoon, Mr W. G. Beard in a very 
appropriate speech declared the exhibition open and called for three cheers for the teachers 



who had worked so hard to organise the affair. Mr W. H, Jackson, in reply, called for cheers 
for Mr Beard and for the Town Lands Trustees,  
After the opening ceremony at three o'clock, the sale proceeded briskly, all the stalls being 
well patronised. The children indulged freely in sweets purchased from Miss Kean and in 
fruit from Mr A. N Burn’s stall while Miss Smith's Christmas-tree and Miss Johnston's bran-
tub were likewise liberally patronised,  
Flowers were passed from hand to hand by Miss Munro and a number of youthful and very 
charming attendants, while the plain-sewing work done by the children was sold by Miss 
McGregor to the older ones among the visitors, the stalls which attracted perhaps the 
greatest amount of attention were  these of Miss Bunting and Miss Arnold, the former 
showing the dolls dressed for competition in addition to a great variety of articles 
manufactured by beys and girls, and the latter offering for sale the kindergarten  work of the 
infants.  
A few prizes offered for dolls mid for produce were won as follows: —Best dressed doll by 
VI. Standard girls (prize presented by Mr Darroch): Ida Wickett. Best dressed doll for IV., 
V., VI Standards (prizes presented by Mr Jackson): Annie King, 1; Gertrude Apperley, 2; 
best pear: Myra Rasmussen; best potatoes: Hugh Alexander ; best raspberries: Hugh Ayson, 
During the evening a concert programme, which was in the hands of Mr Bunting, was carried 
through successfully in the large corridor, The items —all of which were well received—
were as follows:—Selection, Masterton Band; piano solo. Master R. Sutton; song, " The 
Admiral's Broom," Mr J, P, Elliot; song, "Bid Love Awake," Miss E. Johnston] quartelle by 
members of the Band; song, " The Gallants of 'England," Mr J, E. Roe; piano solo, Miss 
Sellar; song," Why must we say Good-bye," Miss Telford; song, "Island of Dreams," Mr W. 
Jago; song," The Swallows," Miss Daniell; song by Mr Langton (encored)."  
A very important feature of the sale was the refreshment room presided over by Mrs Darroch 
and Miss Foden, assisted by a willing band of school girls. These all were kept busy during 
both afternoon and evening, strawberries and cream or raspberries and cream being in huge 
demand by these who patronised the room. 
One room during the evening was devoted to the graphophone, worked by Mr A. D. Blythe 
and to a number of microscopes and electrical appliances which were inspected by numbers 
of the visitors.  
It is worthy of mention that all appealed to for help in connection with the arrangements 
responded very willingly and liberally, Large donations of articles and produce were received 
from sources too numerous to particularise. Special thanks arc due to Mesdames Hosking and 
Bremner for judging the dolls entered for competition and also to Mr W. G. Beard, for not 
only opening the sale, but for also judging the produce.  
To Mr W. H. Jackson and his splendid staff of teachers, the parents and children owe a very 
great deal, for it was certainly a work of self-denial and a real labeur of love on their part to 
give the time they did and to pose as vendors of fruit and vegetables from three o'clock 
yesterday afternoon till nearly midnight, to gain funds to add to the pleasure of their young 
charges, by improving their means of healthy recreation, We congratulate them, and wo feel 
sure that while masters and pupils pull together in such a happy way, the old school's prestige 
is not at all likely to decline. Recognition  of the good work done should sometimes be made 
by parents, as an encouragement to them in their no light tasks as school teachers, 



16th December 1898  Mr. H. Ballachey. of Masterton. has beon chosen for the post of second 
assistant at Clyde-quay, for the vacancy left by Mr. Johnston, who has been granted an 
extended leave of absence on account of ill-health. Both appointments are subject to approval 
by the respective school committees. 
17th December 1898 Miss Rosabel Wolff, who is at present at the Lower Hutt School, has 
been selected by the Education Board for the position of assistant mistress at the 
Masterton School, subject to the approval of the Committee.  
30th December 1898 A special meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held Inst 
evening, Present—Messrs E. McEwen  (in the chair), W. Perry, G. Dixon, H. O'Leary, J, 
Carpenter and A. E. Copping. Applications for the position of Infant Mistress 
at Masterton were received and dealt with. The appointment of Miss R. Wolff, the Education 
Board's nominee, was unanimously endorsed, her testimonials being exceptionally good. 
Miss  Wolff was the sister in law to Mr A N Burns First Assistant at Masterton  
 
 

1898	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
The following children obtained First Class Attendance Certificates Last Year. (No days off 
school) 
Standard 7 A Keith, H Jackson, N Hogg, F Monk 
Standard 6 R Russell, J Kingdon, A Curbane, R Ingram, K Wallis 
Standard 5 R Sutton, N Case, M Hawke, M Williamson 
Standard 4 A Langley, E  Munn, A Parkes, T Rickett, J Tait 
Standard 3 J Christensen, A Cave, J Coradine, B Hounslow, C Leahy, J Budd, L Cole, F 
Reardon 
Standard 2 Audrey Jackson, Elsie Tooby, V Carpenter 
Standard 1 R Reardon, J Curbane  
Infants E Anduchsen, J Curbane 
Also Second Class Certificates listed 
The following won scholarships this year- Joseph Snell, Rose Waite, Alexander Keith Snell 
headed the list for the whole of the Wellington District being 25 marks ahead of the next 
candidate. Three Masterton scholars were awarded scholarships last year. There are therefore 
six Masterton  children at the present time obtaining secondary education by means of 
scholarships won 
28th A number of children have not returned to school this week. The attendance  therefore 
has been weak 
4th February The Committee propose to cut down the swings. They have spent over £10 in 
blacksmithing work & fixing & on my pointing out they are now more dangerous than every 
they have resolved on their removal. I have intimated to the chairman of the Committee that 
the consent of the Education Board must be first obtained before I allow their removal 
11th I find Mr Bennett is showing greater signs of becoming successful in his work.  He 
manages his class a little better, but still very weak as a teacher 
17th I have this week given attention to the sewing. Every girl is now supplied with material 
and the work is in very fair progress 
20th A holiday was observed yesterday on account of the A & P show 



28th It has been arranged to have a school excursion to Palmerston on Friday next the 4th 
7th March The school  excursion to Palmerston took place on Thursday last instead of Friday 
as the former day is the day on which the weekly half holiday is observed in Masterton. A  
school holiday was granted by the Committee on the following day.  
The excursion was thoroughly successful and enjoyable. The Mayor of Palmerston  Mr P 
Poramu  MHR.   Note:  Frederick Pirani was M P for Palmerston but he was not listed as the 
Mayor of Palmerston 
And other leading townspeople met at the station and welcomed our excursionists. Free 
refreshments were provided in the theatre for the children 
 
15th The committee have decided not to remove the swings 
18th A holiday was observed yesterday St Patrick’s day 
24th March Have spent some time this week in the infant room in order to strengthen the 
discipline a little. An assistant thoroughly expert in Kindergarten work is required for this 
room. Miss Arnold and Miss Johnston do their best. The former lacks experience & the later 
energy 
1st April Have examined the arithmetic and spelling of Standard IV several times this week. 
The girls are doing splendid work. The beys are behind in both subjects. Miss Munro’s best 
work is done I find when she has a class of girls. Miss McGregor is thoroughly hard working 
and conscientious but experiences a little difficulty with Standard IV beys 
7th Mr Burns has requested leave of absence for the 13th. 14th 15th as his marriage is arranged 
to take place on the 13th inst I have agreed to his request 
15th April Have taken the sixth standard during the last three days. I find the work 
progressing on sound lines and that the class is in a satisfactory state 
18th A Cookery class for school children has been established by the technical school 
committee On Saturday last the Girls of the 6th, 5th and 4th standards attended the lesson. No 
charge is made. Nearly every girl attended 
22nd Two large ventilators have been put in the centre classroom. These were badly needed. 
Every class is now thoroughly well ventilated 
25th The Cookery lesson on Saturday was well attended in spite of the heavy rain. Mr 
Fleming Inspector of schools was present during the whole lesson and favourably commented 
on the work. 
26th The annual election of the School Committee for the ensuing year took place last night. 
The report was adopted unanimously Messrs Wagg, T Dixon, and Duncan retired and Messrs 
Walter Perry, Murray and Carpenter were elected to fill the vacancies. There was no ballot 
and the meeting concluded in twenty minutes 
The following are the names of the new committee. Messrs Feist (Chairman), McEwen, 
Copping, O Pragnell, O’Leary, G Dixon. W Perry, Murray and Carpenter 
29th Week closed with excellent attendance. Received from Education Board parcel of 
kindergarten material 
3rd May The school was visited today by the Premier who was accompanied by Mrs Seddon, 
Miss Seddon and a large party. The visitors witnessed the musical marching and inspected 
the classrooms. The perkier also addressed the whole of the beys. At the conclusion of the 
addressed the school was dismissed for the remainder of the day 



4th May Examined Primer 1 and II Miss Arnold’s Primer II class has made good progress. 
The upper portion of it contains ten or twelve who will probably be strong enough to be in 
Standard 1 
9th Meeting of School Committee Mr Sellar resigned the office of secretary after holding it 
for very many years 
17th Completed examination of standard 4 Miss McGregor does very conscientious work and 
is most painstaking but the results are not good 
While jumping in the playground during luncheon hour Cornelius Leahy fractured his leg. I 
applied temporary splints I had in conveyed home in a cab 
25th A holiday was observed yesterday. Queen’s Birthday. The foundation stone of the 
Roman Catholic convent school was laid yesterday 
10th  June The result of my examination of Standard VII was a little disappointing I find there 
is a very poor material for scholarship work. The best candidates in the class are over age. 
Our wining all the scholarships last year has rather robbed us of likely winners for the year 
Good work has been done by Mr Darroch and a very good average result was obtained but 
there are no brilliant records. Composition and History are good, Grammar weak 
13th The school girls’ cookery class concluded its session on Saturday Last- 11th inst. This 
class has been held under the auspices of the Technical School Committee – of which bedy I 
am a member and has been for the girls of the 4th. 5th. 6th. 7th Standards Excellent work has 
been done and a good average attendance has been maintained/. The average attendance for 
the quarter has been 103.6 and the amount earned has been £19. Miss Millington is a very 
capable teacher of the subject 
14th Held an examination of the girls forming the cookery class. Miss Millington at my 
request prepared a set of question (10) covering the work done 
Maximum mark 100 
Standard 
VII 1 Maggie Robertson 78 
 2 Hilda Corbett 76 
 3 Florence Monk 74 
 4 Edith Petersen 73 
Standard 
VI 1 Edith Iggulden 78 
 2 Hermie Mackay 76 
 3 Katie Jones 70 
 4 Beatrice McLachlan 70 
Standard V 1 Nellie Cave 75 
 2 Lily Curbam 72 
 3 Anna Curbam 70 
 4 Dora Christensen 69 
Standard 
IV  1 Hettie Robins 77 
 2 Olive Dixon 70 
 3 Joy Iorns 67 
 4 Maud Watson  66 



20th  An exhibition of articles prepared and cooked by the children attending the cookery 
class was held in the drill hall on Friday Evening last .The Hall was crowded with parents and 
visitors Some six or seven hundred persons visited the exhibition 
Today a sixpence was abstracted from the bag of a girl in the fifth standard.  I discovered the 
culprit to be Maud Hawke. This is the girls’ second offence. I have communicated with the 
parents and with the chairman of the school 
21st While playing with Ella Townsend another little girl Mabel Sutton had the fore fingers of 
her left hand put out of joint 
27th The chairman of the School Committee attended at the school today at my request in 
connection with Maud Hawke’s offence. My objective to make the girl understand the gravity 
of the offence she had committed and the serious consequences which will follow any 
repetition of it. 
28th I discovered that Ida McLeod played truant yesterday afternoon. Have punished he rand 
sent word to her parents 
1st July School closed today for the winter holidays 
18th Reopened today after winter holidays 
Mr Darroch is ill with acute tonsillitis and influenza 
Mr Johnston is ill with inflammation of the lungs. It is probable both will be absent for some 
weeks 
25th Mr Darroch and Mr Johnston are both still very ill. Am taking the two third standard 
classes 
26th Have forbidden the three children of the Prentice family until they are free of ringworm 
1st August Applied to the Secretary for a relieving teacher 
4th Secretary replies no teacher available 
5th I have been without the services of Mr Darroch and Mr Johnson for three weeks now 
8th Mr Darroch returned to school today but in a very weak state and unfit to work 
12th Have placed Mr Bennett in charge of Mr Johnston’s class to enable me to leave the class 
occasionally to give lessons in other classes. Miss Smith manages the two second standard 
classes very efficiently 
18th Closed school today at 3 pm because of the football match Canterbury V Wairarapa 
19th Miss Munro absent I understand she caught cold at the match yesterday 
22nd Miss Munro absent today Instead of being merely a cold her illness the threatens to be a 
serious one 
23rd Miss Munro is suffering with internal inflammation and the doctor reports that it will be 
at the earliest a number of weeks before she could possibly return to school. I have therefore 
written to the Sec asking him to send me if he possibly can any teacher capable of taking a 3rd 
or 4th Standard 
24th Secretary wires me to say “No relieving Teacher” available Munro must apply for leave 
of absence 
31st Have now combined the two fourth standards and am taking all the one work leaving 
Miss McGregor in charge while I am teaching in other rooms 
5th September Mss Munro has obtained leave for a month and Mr Johnston further leave for a 
month 
12th Recognising the desirability of obtaining a larger recreation ground for the beys than the 
school playground I have induced the School Committee to cooperate with me in urging the 



Town Lands Trustees to grant a lease at a nominal rental of the three acer section adjoining 
the school property. I have pleasure in recording the the committee have cordially agreed to 
cooperate with me. They have requested me to wait on the Trustees and urge the request 
19th The town lands trustees have agreed to lease for 21 years for the purpose of a school 
recreation ground, the three acres section referred to, at the moment rental of £1 per year. 
This is a splendid endowment for the school The section is valued it from £600 to £1000 
30th The annual examination was completed at noon today by Inspectors Lee and Fleming 
4th October Inspector’s holiday yesterday 
7th October Promoted classes this week and have managed staff 
Mr Burns VII, Mr Darroch VI, Mr Bunting V, Miss McGregor IV Boys, Miss Munro IV 
Girls,  Mr Bennett III Boys, Miss Bunting III Girls, Miss Smith II Boys, Miss Kean II Girls,  
Miss Johnston I 
21st October Have agreed to do without Mr Bennett’s service for the next fortnight to allow 
him to attend his examination in connection with the Canterbury College. He will be absent 
to the 4th proxima 
5th November Holiday for Carterton Show 
7th Miss McGregor absent with measles 
11th Miss McGregor returned to school today. Miss Bunting still absent 
Have today received the drawing results which are the best yet obtained 
14th Miss Munro away required in S. M Court. (Stipendiary Magistrate) 
Have commenced basket making in infant room 
Pith Can 3/6 per lb (Pound) Arnold. Willis Street Wellington  
Examination Report included 

Class Presented  Present Passed 
X 22   

S 6 46 46 46 
S5 49 48 45 
S4 86 84 75 
S3 104 103 90 
S2  82 79 75 
S1 86 86 86 
P 128   
    

 603 446 417 
 
Standard 7 (X) All candidates passed. A class thoroughly taught with great success. 
Considering the absence of three teachers for a time with little or no relief the work of the 
school has been well sustained. Standard 6 showed much better work than in one or two 
previous years. The school benefits much by the late acquisition of 4 acres of ground 
Primer Class Ordinary subjects are well taught but the school would benefit from a trained 
Infant mistress 
Robert Lee T R Fleming 
30th November Mr Ballachey who has been taking Mr Johnston’s Place for the past month is 
doing satisfactory work. Mr Johnston left on the 1st inst to take up his duties as 3rd Assistant 
at Clyde Quay 



2nd December The attendance is falling off owing to a number of cases of measles all of a 
very mild type 
5th December Am making preparations for a sale of work in order to raise funds for our 
recreation ground 
9th Average for week poor average only 407 
On my recommendation the School Committee has requested the Board appoint an Infant 
Mistress to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion of Mr Johnston 
15th The ED has complied with the above request and has appointed Miss Woolf of the Hutt 
School 
Thus a gain of a mistress for a pupil teacher, as far as the school is concerned beside 
supplying what as for a long time been the great need of the school- a capable teacher in the 
Infant Room 
16th A sale of work was held yesterday in the infant room. The whole of the staff worked 
heartily in connection with it with the result that the sum of £30/12/ 8 ½ was realised. I was 
very pleased with the manner in which Mr Burns assisted to make the undertaking such a 
success 
The pupil teacher examination is being held today supervised by Mr J T Fowler 
  

1899 
1899 489 Masterton Jackson William H  Headmaster £345 $61,217 
1899 489 Masterton Burns Andrew N  Assistant Master £220 $39,037 
1899 489 Masterton Thwaites John E  Assistant Master £150 $26,616 
1899 489 Masterton Bunting Nelson  Assistant Master £100 $17,744 
1899 489 Masterton Munro Isabella  Assistant Female £90 $15,970 
1899 489 Masterton Wolff Rosabell  Assistant Female £90 $15,970 
1899 489 Masterton McGregor Lois  Assistant Female £80 $14,195 

1899 489 Masterton Bunting Elizabeth  Female Pupil 
Teacher £60 $10,646 

1899 489 Masterton Bennett John W  Male Pupil Teacher £50 $8,872 

1899 489 Masterton Arnold Nellie  Female Pupil 
Teacher £42 $7,452 

1899 489 Masterton Johnston Margaret E  Female Pupil 
Teacher £42 $7,452 

1899 489 Masterton Smith Margaret  Female Pupil 
Teacher £42 $7,452 

1899 489 Masterton Hogg Nellie  Female Pupil 
Teacher £20 $3,549 

1899 77 
Masterton 
Infants Keeling Laura L  

Head Female £125 $22,180 

1899 77 
Masterton 
Infants Easthope Catherine  Female Pupil 

Teacher £32 $5,678 

1899 77 
Masterton 
Infants Wallis Eliza  

Female Pupil 
Teacher £32 $5,678 



28th January 1899 The Masterton School Committee has nominated Messrs. W. C. Buchanan 
and W. W. McCardle for seats on the Education Board. It is proposed that the next Masterton 
School excursion be to Pigeon Bush, on or about 10th February. 
28th January 1899 The Masterton School Committee, at a special meeting held last night, at 
which Messrs E. Feist (chairman), E. McEwen, H. O'Leary, J. Carpenter, Geo. Dixon, J. L. 
.Murray, and A. E. Copping were present, nominated Messrs W. C. Buchanan and W. W. 
McCardle for seats on the Education Board. The question of holding a School excursion was 
discussed, and it was decided to ask Mr W.H. Jackson to ascertain the feeling of parents as to 
holding an excursion to Pigeon Bush, on or about February 10th, 
4th February 1899 MONTHLY MEETING. A special meeting of the Masterton School 
Committee was hold last evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist (chairman), W. Perry, Geo. 
Dixon,' J. L. Murray, E. McEwen, J, Carpenter and A. E, Copping,  
The Head Master (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported that parents favored an excursion to 
Wellington in preference to a picnic at Pigeon Bush.  
After discussion it was decided, if arrangements can he made, to hold an excursion to 
Wellington on Friday next, February 10th, and to ascertain if a special trip to Day's Bay can 
be arranged. 
It was resolved to thank Mr Tringham for his kind permission to use his grounds  for a picnic, 
if desired. The Secretary was instructed to take all necessary steps to obtain tickets if the 
Railway Department will allow the excursion to take place on the date named, and that 
Messrs W. H Jackson and W. Nicie sell the tickets. 
7th February 1899 The Traffic Manager has wired to Mr W. Nicie, secretary to the Masterton 
School Committee, stating that the Department will provide a train for an excursion to 
Wellington on Friday next 
8th February 1899 It has been definitely arranged to take the Masterton school children on an 
excursion to Wellington on Friday. 
10th February 1899 Owing- to the undecided nature of the weather the Masterton School 
Committee has deemed it advisable to postpone the school excursion to Wellington, which 
was to have been held to-day', until Friday, the 17th inst. 
10th February 1899 The Masterton School Committee mot last evening, Present; Messrs K, 
Feist (chairman), 0, Pragnell, G, Dixon, J, L, Murray, E McEwen, J, Carpenter and A, E. 
Copping, 
The minutes of last ordinary and three special meetings were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £5 6s 3d.  
Mr F. H. Bakewell wrote conveying his sincere thanks to the Committee for kind expression 
on his appointment as Inspector of Schools,  
The Head Teacher (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported 610 scholars on the roll with an average 
'attendance of' 478, A large number of new scholars have been admitted since the opening 
eight from Miss Keeling's school; twenty-five from parents come to live in Masterton and 
thirty Masterton children just commencing school. Bad weather seriously affected the 
attendance this week. Some small repairs to the School were needed.  
The visiting members were authorised to attend to the repairs. Miss Keeling reported that the 
school re-opened on January 24th, eight children being transferred and nineteen admitted. 
The average attendance for the first fortnight was ninety-live but this week has fallen to 



thirty-seven owing to bad weather, the number on roll being 110, The report also drew 
attention to the necessity for weeding the paths and painting the School.  
The matter of weeding was left in the hands of the visiting members (Messrs !£. McEwen and 
M. O'Leary) and the Chairman promised to bring the question of painting the school under 
the Secretary to the Board's notice. 
11th February 1899 Masterton Trust Lands Trust The question of making a special grant to 
the winner of the Levin scholarship  (Master Harold Brown) of Masterton, was discussed at 
length on the recommendation of Mr W H Jackson, Head Teacher of the Masterton School, 
where Harold  Brown gained a Wellington Education Board scholarship. On the motion of 
Mr Daniell seconded by Mr Pownall it was resolved that the Trustees congratulate Master 
Brown on the advancement made by him, and grant £20 as a subsidiary scholarship 
14th February 1899 At the Hutt State school last week Miss” Wolff, who has been appointed 
mistress at the Masterton School, was presented by the teachers and scholars with a 
handsome and suitably inscribed marble clock. Miss Wolff was the sister in law of A N Burns 
1st  assistant  master at Masterton School 
17th February 1899 The Masterton School Committee has arranged for a special school 
excursion to Wellington to-day. The train will arrive here 10.25 a.m., and depart for 
Masterton at about 4.45 p.m. 
18th February 1899 The excursion of the teachers and children of the Masterton School to 
Wellington yesterday was a great success. A number of the party were taken round the 
harbour in the Duco, and others went across to Day's Bay in the Duchess. The children were 
in charge of Mr. W, H. Jackson, the Head Master, and were accompanied by Mr. Hogg, 
M.H.R. 
21st February 1899 The tickets issued for the late Masterton  School excursion realised £81 8s 
6d. 
1st March Wanted Wellington Education Board Assistant Master Masterton School; salary, 
.£150 
11th March 1899 . REPORT FOR 1898. The following report of the Masterton 'Technical 
School Committee was presented to the Town Lands Trustees last night,  
The Committee of the Masterton Technical School have pleasure in submitting the following 
report on the  working of the technical classes for the past year,  
They desire to thank the Trust for its grant of £IOO towards the maintenance of the classes 
for the year. The Committee has pleasure in reporting that  it is able to refund the Trust the 
sum of £15, being the saving effected on the working of the classes during the year, The 
Committee also desire to specially thank the Trust for its generous offer of a site for a new 
Technical School,  In connection with this offer, a deputation waited on the Premier on the 
occasion of his visit to Masterton on the 3rd May last, and requested him to support the 
Committee's application for a grant for a building. The Premier promised  to give the matter 
his heartiest support. On the day following a deputation waited on the Minister of Education 
and urged him to support the committee's application. After viewing the site offered, and 
inspecting the Drill Hall, The unsuitability of which for a technical school was pointed out to 
him, he promised to give the application his warmest support. 
 "At a later date a deputation consisting of members of the Technical School Committee 
waited on the Minister in Wellington, and he assured the deputation that a sum would be 
voted out of the first money available. The committee has subsequently pressed the matter 



several times, but without satisfactory result. The committee is thoroughly disappointed, 
especially so when other Technical Schools have met with different treatment. _ 
During the year three sessions were held—April to the end of June; July to the end of 
September; October to the end of December. 
 "Classes were established in the following subjects:—Cookery, dressmaking, drawing 
required in trades, agricultural chemistry, shorthand, bookkeeping, general knowledge.  
"THE COOKERY CLASSES:—These classes were taught by Miss J. P. Millington. and 
were an unqualified success. Six classes were formed with a total of one hundred and eighty-
nine pupils. Two classes  met in afternoons; three in evenings; and one, a children's class, on 
Saturday mornings. "  
Plain cookery was taught in five of the classes, and advanced cookery in the remaining one. 
Keen interest was manifested by the pupils in their lessons, and a good attendance was 
maintained A cookery exhibition was held in connection with the classes on the 20th of May. 
The exhibits were highly creditable, particularly the ones prepared and cooked by the 
members of the children's class.  
" In connection with the latter class, a written examination was held. The questions were 
made to cover the work done during the session. Prizes, which were given by members of the 
Technical School Committee, were awarded to the scholars who stood highest in each 
division of the class. 
"The thanks of the Committee are due to the Borough Council for its grant of a gas stove for 
the use of these classes.  
" The DRESSMAKING CLASSES. —These classes were taught by Miss Forbes, her own 
registered system of dress cutting—the 'Excelsior' system—being used. Six classes were 
formed, the total number of pupils being sixty-two. The pupils showed great interest in the 
lessons, and attended with the greatest regularity, the average attendance being sixty out of a 
total of sixty-two.  
"As all the classes were practical classes, the number of pupils in a class was limited in order 
to ensure that every pupil obtained a satisfactory amount of individual attention from the 
teacher. "  
Of the six classes, four took the first course and two the advanced course.  
"THE DRAWING CLASSES,'-These classes were under the tuition of Mr H. D. Turner. 
Instruction was given in the following branches .—Model, Scale, freehand, Perspective, and 
Mechanical. " The average number of pupils on the roll was twenty-seven. "This class is 
taught under great disadvantage. The room is altogether too small, the lighting is far from 
satisfactory and the available appliances are too limited. The Committee hope to remedy this 
latter defect during the coming year. 
" A fairly large number of the pupils presented themselves for the second grade art 
examinations, The following passed in the subjects named:—Freehand.—Kate Lucy 
Campbell, Catherine Easthope, Norman McEwen, Lily Robinson. Model: Kate Lucy 
Campbell, May Farmer, Norman McEwen, Hilda Ncttlefold, Lily Robinson, Margaret Smith, 
Ethel Ward, Louise Smith, Perspective: Eliza Wallis, (good). 
" TIIE AGRUCULTURE CHEMISTRY CLASS—This class has again done an excellent 
year's work under Mr B.J. Dolan's tuition. It is a small class, but, its members are earnest 
students. The average number on the roll was 12. Five of the students presented themselves 
for the examination held in the subject by the Science and Art Department of South 



Kensington, London. All of the candidates passed in the elementary stage, four of them 
obtaining first-class certificates and the filth a second-class 
certificate. First-class certificates, J. Colway, 0. C. Feist, J. S. J. Alpass, A. Hughan. Second 
Class (E. C Jack). " The Committee is very pleased with these results In no other Technical 
School in the colony-except in Lincoln College—is this subject taught, and the above passes 
are believed to be the first obtained in the colony. It is the intention of the Committee to place 
this class on a good footing, by providing an additional supply of apparatus so that students 
may not only see the experiments performed, but also have the opportunity of doing practical 
work themselves. 
The Committee congratulate the teacher and class on the year's work. '•  
THE SHORTHAND CLASS This class has proved a very popular one. The average  roll was 
twenty-one, The attendance  has been highly satisfactory. It is to be regretted that the 
Education Department has decided to make no grants for this subject in the future, The grant 
for the class has amounted to over £10 a year.  
" A number of the pupils have made excellent progress, one having obtained a speed of ono 
hundred and forty words to minute after two quarters' tuition. 
"THE BOOK-KEEPING CLASS.—This class had an average roll during the year, of 
thirteen. The class has proved a very useful one, and the attendance has been well maintained. 
Considering the great importance of this subject, especially to young men seeking to fit 
themselves for business pursuits, this should be one of our largest and most popular classes. " 
THE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CLASS. —This class was formed for the benefit of those 
desiring to improve their education. It included youths and men, all of whom were earnest in 
their work, and whose regularity of attendance showed their desire to take the fullest 
advantage of the opportunity afforded them. The class was not a technical class, and no grant 
was obtained in regard to it,  " The Committee greatly regret they were unable to inaugurate 
wood-working classes last year, Many applications were made for enrolment of intending 
students. A request was therefore made to the T.L.T, to allow wood-working classes in the 
Technical School, This, owing to the effect on the insurances of the Town Hall and Drill 
Hall, the Trustees were unable to comply with. "  
In concluding this report of a very successful year's work, the Committee desire to again 
thank the Trust for its assistance, and they respectfully ask that a grant of £IOO be made for 
the continuance of the classes during the current year.-l have the honour to be, Sir, your 
obedient servant., J. P. Elliot, Secretary. C. E. Daniell, Chairman." 
17th March 1899 MONTHLY MEETING. The Masterton School Committee met lust 
evening. Present—Messrs E. Feist (chairman), J. Carpenter, W, Perry, E McEwen and A, E. 
Copping,  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. ‘ 
The Treasurer reported a credit balance at date of £2 0s 7d after paying liabilities due to date. 
Mr R. Darroch wrote notifying the Committee of his promotion to the Te Aro School and 
expressing regret at severing connection with Masterton. The Chairman said he was sure the 
Committee were all very glad at Mr Darroch's promotion.  
The Head Teacher (Mr W. H. Jackson) reported 627 scholars on the roll with an average 
attendance of 527, The report also states that it is plain a large number of children have been 
absent during the mouth without any satisfactory reason, and as quite three-fourths of the 
children on the roll attend with commendable regularity, The progress of all these is retarded 



by the bad attendance  of the minority, and a visit from the Board's Truant Officer would, the 
teacher considers, have  a good effect on parents who appear to be indifferent regarding their 
children's education.  The  report also alludes to Mr Darroch's promotion, the late School 
excursion, work done on the Recreation Ground, regret being expressed that the appeal for 
funds for improving the ground has not proved so successful as could be wished.  
Miss Keeling reported one hundred and ten names on the Victoria-street School roll with an 
average attendance of eighty-nine,  
The matter of providing a double set of books for Standard 1. at the Infant School as asked 
for by the teacher, was left in the hands of the Chairman to report on. 
The Secretary was authorised to purchase a supply of firewood for the schools for the coming 
winter.  
It was resolved to again remind the Secretary of the Education Board of the promise made 
that the Truant Officer should visit Masterton.  
It resolved to issue summonses on certain parents who have been neglectful in sending their 
children to school.  
Messrs Pragnell and Perry were appointed visiting members, and the meeting adjourned. 
17th March 1899  Summonses under the compulsory clauses of the Education Act are to be 
issued against several Masterton parents.  
The lately acquired Masterton School recreation ground is receiving a lot of attention of late. 
The ground has been worked several times under Mr J. Hessey's supervision, very kindly 
given, and over a hundred tons of stones have been collected and removed.  
Funds are very much needed, however, and Mr W. H. Jackson makes a strong appeal for 
support from the parents and friends of the young people.  
Mr W. H. Jackson, in his report to the School Committee at last night's meeting, says with 
reference to Mr R. Darroch's promotion to Wellington : "The school has undoubtedly lost a 
good and earnest teacher in Mr Darroch. I am pleased he has obtained promotion but am 
sorry to lose his services."  
During last month there were no less than one hundred children absent on an average every 
time the Masterton Main School opened. The head teacher protests strongly against this, 
5th April 1899 During a recent visit of inspection of the drawing and manual work done in the 
schools in the Wairarapa and Forty-Mile Bush, Mr, A. D. Riley, Director of the Technical 
School, arranged the classes for instruction in cookery in the Wairarapa schools. The 
instruction will for the future be given as follows, under the direction of Miss Millington : — 
Masterton, every Monday ; Carterton, Tuesday ; Dalefield, Wednesday ; Greytown, Thursday 
; Featherston, Friday ; and a teachers' instruction class at Masterton on Saturday. Mr. Riley 
will complete his inspection of the "Wairarapa schools as soon as it is convenient for him to 
leave town, and he hopes to visit the schools on the West Coast portion of. the Board's district 
about May. 
6th April 1899 Part of a long article when the Rev. J S Smalley of the Wesleyan Church was 
leaving Masterton =. Mr W. H. Jackson, head teacher of the Masterton school, said it was 
with greatest of pleasure he could say that Mr Smalley had worked well with the Church 
(Anglican) to which he belonged. If they could just agree on the great essentials and hare one 
great church they would be near the millennium. Mr and Mrs Smalley would leave the place 
better than they 'found it:……. 



14th April 1899 With 612 scholars on the Masterton School roll last month the average 
attendance was 516. The Infant School average has been 91, with 107 on the roll.  
15th April 1899 The assessment on the Masterton Convent property was objected to at the 
Assessment Court yesterday, by the Rev Dean McKenna, on the grounds that the properly 
was used for educational and religious purposes and was therefore exempt. A similar 
objection was lodged by Mr W. H. Jackson, Head Master of the Masterton school, who 
claimed exemption of assessment on the school recreation ground property. His Worship 
reserved his decision, and this morning gave both properties the right »f exemption, having 
ascertained that the Wellington Convent property was not assessed. 
18th April 1899 Mr. John E. Thwaites has been appointed to succeed Mr. R. Darroch (now 
first assistant at Te Aro School) as second assistant in the Masterton School, the Education 
Board's selection having been confirmed by the. local Committee. Mr Thwaites came from 
Carterton School 
24th April 1899 ANNUAL REPORT. The following report will he submitted at the annual 
meeting of the Masterton School Committee to be held tonight The School Committee, in 
submitting their annual report for the past year, do so with gratification at the result of the 
year's work. 
The management of the school has been of the usual high standard, and efficiency has been 
maintained. The number of children on the rolls is 737, and the average attendance has been 
kept up, although it seems apparent that many parents fail to see the advantages to be derived 
from making their children attend regularly. During the year there has been an excursion to 
Wellington, which was very successful. In June Mr Sellar, Secretary, resigned and Mr Nicie 
was appointed. The Trust Lands Trust has made its usual annual grant to the school funds, for 
which the Committee tender the Trust their thanks. 
The number of meetings held by the Committee during the year was fifteen, the attendance of 
the several members being as follows E. McEwen, fifteen; E, Feist, fourteen ;G, Dixon, 
thirteen  A. E. Copping, J. Carpenter and W. Perry, twelve; H. O'Leary, ten; J. L. Murray, 
eight; 0. Pragnell, seven. Mr W. H. Jackson, the headmaster of the Main School, and Miss 
Keeling, of the Victoria-street Infant School, with their respective staffs continue to keep up 
the high standard of their establishments, and deserve the thanks  of the parents,  
The balance sliest shows receipts for the year £178 3s 10s, expenditure £176 Is 3d leaving a 
credit balance of £2 Is 7d. , 
During the year the Committee have obtained from the Town Lands Trustees the three acre 
section adjoining the school property, this is being formed into a ground for the children. 
When completed the school will possess one of the best school recreation grounds in the 
colony, and one more distinguishing feature will be added to our school. Towards the cost of 
the undertaking a sum of £50 has already been raised by the headmaster. 
25th April 1899 HE MASTERTON COMMITTEE RE-ELECTED. 
The election of the Masterton School Committee took place last night in the Drill Hall, the 
attendance being moderate. After the adoption of the annual report on the motion of the 
Chairman (Mr Edwin Feist) who alluded in flattering terms to the School staff headed by Mr 
W. H. Jackson and also to the success of the cookery classes under Miss Millington's 
direction.  
The election was then proceeded with, resulting as follows:—A. E. Copping, 37; J. 
Carpenter, 35; E. McEwen, 34 ; J L, Murray, 34; H. O'Leary, 34; F. J. Marshall, 33 ; E. Feist, 



32; G. Dixon, 28 Walter Perry, 27; 11. 0. Fowldes, 15; J. W, Tattersall, 13. The first nine 
were declared duly elected.  
Mr C, E. Daniell in a few complimentary remarks, congratulated the committee on re-election 
and thought, the thanks of the householders were due to members for earnest efforts to secure 
a good attendance at the school. The Chairman returned thanks and the meeting closed,  
At a meeting of the Committee held subsequently Mr E. Feist was reelected Chairman and 
Mr W. Nicie, secretary. 
27th April 1899 Mr Feist, on behalf of the Masterton School Committee, asked the board 
(Wellington Education Board) to call tenders for the erection of a close-boarded fence around 
three acres of land recently acquired as a schoolground, at a cost of about £IOO. It was 
decided that the chairman and Messrs Hogg and Feist should inspect the ground and report to 
the board as to the whole matter. 
27th April 1899 The  Masterton Band Bazaar Committee have  forwarded sixty tickets to the 
head-master of the Masterton School, and twenty to the Convent School, for distribution 
amongst the poorer children , for admittance to the entertainment. 
12th May 1899 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held in the 
Borough Council Chambers last evening, there being present—Messrs E. McEwen 
(chairman), W. Perry, G. Dixon, J. L. Murray, P. H. Marshall, and H. O'Leary. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, The Head Teacher reported 612 children 
on the  roll, with an average attendance of 526. Miss Keeling reported 108 children on the 
Infant School roll with an average attendance of ninety-one. The Committee decided to refer 
the application of the school cleaner for a barrow to Mr W. H. Jackson. 
Mr Dixon moved that the set of reading-books asked for by Miss Keeling be procured. 
Seconded by Mr Mr O'Leary and carried, A number of accounts were passed for payment, 
and the meeting closed, 
5th June 1899 Football The Masterton' School defeated the Greytown School on Saturday by 
three points to nil. Wrigley scored for the visitors. 
9th June 1993 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held 
last night. Present: Messrs E. Feist (Chairman), J{, O'Leary, Carpenter, J. L. Murray, G. 
Dixon, and W. Perry.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and adopted, and the Treasurer's statement, 
showing a credit balance of £1 2s 2d in hand, was received.  
The Head Master's report was read showing the number of children on the roll to be 590 with 
an average attendance of 485 for every day of the past month. Miss Keeling has been absent 
from her school through illness. It was decided to obtain a barrow for the school. The request 
of Mr W. H. Jackson for the supply of water from the school to the recreation ground was 
agreed to. The Secretary was instructed to make application to the Masterton Trust Lands 
Trust for the Trust's usual grant. 
 Messrs I'. Marshall and J. L. Murray were appointed visiting members for the ensuing 
month. This concluded the business. 
21st June 1899 MASTERTON SCHOOL. TENDERS for fencing, etc., at the Main X School, 
will be received at the Education Board Office up to noon of Monday, the little inst. Plans 
and specifications may be seen at the Main School, Masterton  
29th June 1899 The Education Board yesterday accepted the tender of R. Rigg (£131 18s) for 
fencing—close boarded and picket at the Masterton School. The unsuccessful tenderers were: 



—James Bentley, £148 5s; Chapman and Bartlett, £149 17s; G. M. Ross, £151 Is 6d; W. 
McKenzie, £163 ; C. E. Daniell, £175 15s ; E. Coyle, £200; Harris and Lei, £206 6s. W. 
McKenzie’s tender (£18 6s) was accepted for additions to shelter sheds. 
14th July 1899 MONTHLY MEETING. , The ordinary monthly mooting; of the Masterton 
School Committee was held last evening Present— Messrs E Feist (chairman), J. L. Murray, 
J. Carpenter H. O'Leary, P. Marshall, and E. McEwen.  
The minutes  of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer's statement showed n credit balance of , £19 10s 6d  
A communication was received from the Education Board notifying that Miss Kean, of the 
Masterton School, had been promoted to the charge of the Ngapopotu School, and intimating 
that a teacher would be appointed to fill the vacancy at Masterton. Ngapopotu school was just 
passed the Tinui Settlement off the road to Castlepoint 
Mr E. Arnold wrote, asking payment of an account of three shillings,  
The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr Arnold informing him that he(The Secretary) 
held the receipt for the payment of the amount.  
On the motion of the Chairman the appointment of Miss Kean was confirmed. It was pointed 
out that Miss Kean had been taken away from the school without giving the usual months’ 
notice  thus leaving the Masterton  teaching staff short. It would cause some inconvenience. 
In answer to the Chairman, the Headmaster said he had not been consulted in the matter by 
the Education Board.  
Mr Marshall thought the Committee should make immediate application to the Board to fill 
the vacancy, he moved that the Education Board be asked to appoint a teacher to fill the 
vacancy caused by Miss Kean's promotion as early as possible. The resolution was seconded 
by Mr Murray and carried.  
Accounts were passed for payment subject to their being certified by Mr Jackson and Miss 
Keeling.  
GENERAL BUSINESS, The Chairman said in connection with the new recreation ground, 
the question had been raised as to whether nought not to be in the name of the Public Trustee. 
The members of the Education Board preferred that it should be in the name of the Chairman 
of the Education Board. Mr Jackson offered no objection, and the Town Lands Trustees were 
quite agreeable. He had instructed Mr Bunny to make out an assignment deed conveying the 
land from Mr Jackson to the Education Board. He did not think Mr Bunny intended to charge 
for the deed; but anyway they would have to hand it over or go without it being fenced.  
In answer to Mr Jackson, the Chairman said the Education Board had accepted the lowest 
tender for the fencing of the recreation ground. It was to be a picket fence four feet high. He 
had told the Chairman of the Board and also the Clerk of Works that the fence should he at 
least five feet high. The Clerk of Works thought four feet six inches was quite high enough. 
He asked the Chairman of the Board to authorise the alteration from four feet to five feet, and 
fresh estimates had since been obtained from Mr Rigg, the contractor.  
Mr Jackson hoped the ground would he fenced so that it would not be easy of access to 
anyone likely to injure it. Thirty pounds had already been spent in improving the ground, 
there were £30  in hand, and another £30 was wanted. Then it would be the finest recreation 
ground in the district, It would be the best cricket pitch in the place if the fence was of such a 
nature that boys or anybody could not jump over and destroy it. He thought a close boarded 
fence would be the best for the purpose.  



The Chairman said the Board evinced a strong objection to a close boarded fence on the 
Queen-street side, they did not want the place closed in so that the public could not see what 
was going on inside. Ho thought if boys wanted to get over, a six-foot fence would not keep 
them out, It was not a question of cost, as there was very little difference between the picket 
and the close boarding.  
Mr McEwen said that with a four foot picket fence it would not be a private ground at all.  
Mr Jackson pointed out that next Wednesday, Arbor Day had been proclaimed a public 
holiday, he asked whether he was expected to close the school on that day.  
The Chairman did not think the school should be closed so soon  after the holidays.  
Messrs E. McEwen and H. O'Leary were appointed Visiting Members for the ensuing month. 
The Head Master reported as follows: I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
past month: Roll, 598; average attendance, 503; percentage of attendance, 81: The attendance 
for the two weeks preceding the holidays was fairly good. The attendance officer has notified 
me that he will visit this district again after the holidays and inquire into the cases of children 
who have been irregular. On the 30th ultimo the school closed for the usual winter vacation. 
Miss Helen Kean, who has been on the staff for six years, has been promoted to the charge of 
the Ngapopotu School, and has received instructions to take up her new duties at once.—W. 
H. Jackson, Head Master. 
14th July 1899 Mr W, H. Jackson in advocating the erection of shelter sheds at the Masterton 
school, says that out of an attendance of 600 children, fully 200 boys and 100 girls stay in the  
school grounds for dinner. 
15th July 1899 J L Murray Draper and Mercer selling on special for 1 shilling Masterton 
School Regulation Caps. (Also Te Ore Ore school caps) 
28th July 1889 The Masterton School boys will play a match at Carterton to-morrow morning 
against a team from the Carterton School. This will probably be the last game between 
schools in the Wairarapa this season. A match between North and South Wairarapa will be 
the next event and then the representative game against Wellington. So far the Masterton 
boys have not been defeated. The team to-morrow is as follows:—A. Dixon, L. Jago, B. 
Temple, Wrigley, F. Leeks, P. Holmes, B, Brown, Hatch, C. Wickett, V. Richards, H. 
O'Leary. McEwen, Coradine, A. Daniell, R James. 
3rd August 1899 Wellington Education Board Miss Nellie Hogg appointed Pupil teacher 
Masterton  
11th August 1899 The personnel of the representative Wairarapa School team, which is to 
play a Wellington team at Masterton on the 19th instant, is given by a Masterton paper as 
follows: Full-back, Workman (Greytown); three-quarters, Wrigley and O’Leary (Masterton), 
Bennett (Carterton): five-eighths. Leeks (Masterton) or Iorns (Carterton); half, Stevens 
(Greytown); wings, Wickett and Brown (Masterton); forwards, Richards and Coradine 
(Masterton), Lavick (Carterton), Welch (Opaki), Fairbrother (Dalefield), Baird and Vallance 
(Taueru); emergencies—three-quarter, Beechey (Dalefield); forwards, Carr (Te Ore), 
Cameron and Haigh (Greytown) and Callister (Carterton). 
11th August 1899 The ornamental trees planted at the  Masterton School recreation Ground 
have  taken root splendidly and are now showing sig]m of budding. 
23rd August 1899 A Masterton student, E. W. Payton, has won a scholarship at the Lincoln 
Agricultural College. 



30th August 1899 collection will be taken at the Masterton Park gates to-morrow on the 
occasion of the football match Clerks v, W.F.C.A., the proceeds to be given in | aid of the 
School recreation ground 
31st August 1899 A concert in aid of the Kindergarten Funds of the Masterton  Infant School, 
is to be held in the Town Hall, on Friday, September 8th. 
8th September 1899 The new fencing being erected round the Masterton School recreation 
ground, which is of an exceedingly substantial nature, is fast approaching completion, under 
the supervision of Mr R. Rigg. The  contractor. 
9th September 1899  MASTERTON SCHOOL CONCERT. 
The attendance at the Town Hall, Masterton, last evening to participate in the concert 
inaugurated by Miss Keeling in aid of the Kindergarten funds of the Masterton Infant School, 
was most encouraging, but not more so than the merits of the entertainment deserved. The 
Hall was well-filled with an appreciative audience, and the applause bestowed, particularly 
upon the items given by the infants, was most liberal. It must certainly have been a trying 
ordeal to instruct the infant children in the various and fascinating forms of drill which they 
went through last evening, but Miss Keeling's patience and perseverance were amply 
rewarded by the creditable manner in which her pupil's acquitted themselves. Perhaps the 
best of the children's efforts was the Japanese Umbrella Drill, in which a clever intermingling 
of differently-tinted umbrellas produced a pleasing effect. 
A recitation by Miss Connie Easthope, entitled "Blowing Bubbles," was really good, her 
pronunciation being very distinct and deliberate. Other items on the programme were :-Song  
(in character), by Mrs Clayton, entitled "Caller Herrin"; song, Mr Nicol , "I Fear No Foe"; 
sketch," Christy Minstrels," Mr Crawford; song, "Margarita," Mrs Rawson; song, "Rally 
Round the Flag," Mr J. P. Elliot; song, " Sleeping Camp," Mr Roe; song (comic), "A Moving 
Job," Mr Crawford; song (selected), Mrs Rawson; quartette, " The Singers' Quarrel," Misses 
Johnston and Pragnell, and Messrs Elliot and Baillie. Accompaniments were played by the 
Misses Daniell and Dupre, and Mrs Rawson, orchestral items being given by Mr J. Candy's 
string band. The entertainment concluded with a song by the infants, entitled "Good Night," 
15th September 1899 The continued low attendance at the Masterton School is telling against 
the progress of the classes. The attendance last month was 79 per cent as against 92 per cent 
in August last year. The falling off Mr W. H. Jackson attributes solely to the  prevalence of 
measles, the disease having travelled very slowly through the school and affected the 
attendance for a longer period than is usual with epidemics. There are now, however, signs of 
a recovery. 
15th September 1899 The monthly meeting of the Masterton School Committee was held last 
evening Present-Messrs E. Feist, (Chairman), E. McEwen, H. O'Leary, J. 'Carpenter, J. L. 
Murray, G. Dixon, T, Perry, and P. Marshall.  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. The Treasurer reported a credit 
balance at date of £21 2s 9d with liabilities amounting to £4 9s 7d,  
Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs wrote introducing their "Imperial" school readers to the 
committee's notice. The Chairman said he had seen the book and thought it an excellent one. 
However it would be well to get Mr Jackson's opinion,  
It was decided to leave the matter over  till next meeting, as the committee desire to see 
specimens of the books.  



The executive of the Masterton  Blue and White League wrote asking the .Committee to 
allow the league to use the Infant Schoolroom on Monday evening in each week. Mr Collier, 
who was present, said the League had been now in existence about eight years it was quite an 
undenominational Band of Hope and the membership was about a hundred. At present they 
had no place in which to meet, and as the object was a good one he hoped members would 
deal with the application favorably.  
It was resolved to grant the application subject to Miss Kelling's favorable report.  
The Head Teacher (Mr W, H. Jackson) reported 597 scholars on the roll of the Main School, 
with an average attendance of-469 The low attendance was entirely due to the prevalence of 
measles. 
Miss Keeling reported an average attendance for the month of 76. with 101 scholars on the 
roll. The shrubs and walks at the Infant School required attention.  
The reports were adopted, and the matter of the shrubs and walks left in the hands of the 
Visiting Members. Messrs Copping and Geo. Dixon were appointed Visiting Members, and 
the  meeting adjourned. 
22nd September 1899 The Masterton School recreation Ground is now looking really well. Mr 
W. H. Jackson has still a lot of work ahead of him before everything is in order, and he will 
be very glad of donations towards this good object from any quarter. Several seats for the  
Masterton School Recreation Ground are wanted. It is suggested that a number of residents 
might each give a seat with the donor's name on a suitable plate, in the same manner as 
Wellington residents presented seats for the Esplanade. 
5th October 1899 Mr William Johnstone, known to so many readers as a most promising 
student in connection with the Wellington Education Board's roll of teachers, notwithstanding 
his recent- trip to Australia to recoup an enfeebled constitution, lying dangerously ill at the 
home of his brother, Dr Johnstone, of Carterton 
7th October 1899 A limelight lecture and entertainment by Mr J. Knott, to be given in the 
Town Hall on Thursday evening, in aid of the Masterton School Recreation Ground and 
Sports Fund. The entertainment has met with grc.it success wherever given. The press, school 
committees, and teachers have all expressed their opinions upon it in very eulogistic terms. 
The object of the entertainment, apart from its excellence, should ensure a large sale of 
tickets. 
7th October 1899 ANNUAL EXAMINATION. The annual examination of the Masterton  
School has resulted very satisfactorily to nil concerned and the Head Master (Mr W. H. 
Jackson and his excellent staff are again to be congratulated on the progress made. Appended 
are the pass lists :  
Standard VII.—Girls: Gertrude Apperley, Anna Curham, Agnes Dixon, Florence D'Arcy, 
Agnes Hogg, Eva Hooper, Ella Ibbetson, Edith Iggulden, Rose Ingram, Olive Iorns, Florence 
Jones, Beatrice McLachlan, Alary Morrison, Edith Petersen, Connie Sage, Maggie Smith, 
Louise Smith, Katie Wallis.  
Boys: Hugh Ayson, Bruce Brown, Archie Daniell, Henry Gorringe, Percy Holmes, Howard 
Jackson, Richard Jones, Kenneth Keith, Vincent Richards, Humphrey O'Leary, Robert 
Russell, Claude Wickett.  
Standard Vl.—Girls: Nellie Cave, Eva Christensen, Maggie Curham, Blanche Easthope, 
Emily Exell, Olive Harrison, Virtue Ingrain, Ethel Lyons, Nellie Pinhey, Wallace Pinkerton, 
Mabel Rigg, Annie Rive, Flora Ross, Ida Wickett, Gerty  Williams, Maggie Williamson. 



Boys: Alfred Corbett, James Coradine, Norman Dorset, Reginald Green, William Hatch, 
Archie Holmes, Norman Jones. Arthur Butler, Themas Rawson, Arthur Bigg, Rupert Sutton, 
Clarence Smith, Herbert Whitt, Harold Williams. 
Standard V.-Girls: Edith Benney  Emily Burton, Emilia Collotte, Ethel Daniell, Florence 
Denne, Olive Dixon, May Dixon, Maud Elliott, Annie Hounslow, Ivy Iorns, Annie King, 
Blanche Mackay, Elsie Morrison, Muriel Rive, Nellie Reid, Mary Reed, Robina Robb, Hettie 
Robins, Emma Treed, Ella Townsend, Eva Warner, Harriet Williams. Olive Wintringham  
Mary White, Amy Judd, Jessie Pinkerton, Elsie Richards.  
Boys: George Apperley, Charles Bills, Richard Campbell, Walter Cook, Leonard Daniell, 
Allan Dixon, Leonard Hooper, Edgar Hawke, Charles Ibbetson, Waller Jones, George Jones, 
Victor James, William Logan, Hugh Millar, Frank McEwen, Archie Pragnell, Leonard 
Prentice, James Russell, Harold Reynolds, James Tail, Bertie Temple, Percy Temple, Frank 
Wallis.  
Standard IV.-Girls: Sophia Allen, Hilda Berry, Elsie Benney, Phyllis Chisholm, Ellen 
Chapman, Ellie Dixon, Ruby Dixon, Agnes Eves, Maud Foote, Gladys Gray, Fay Hogg, Ivy 
Hooper, Nettie Hooper, Amy Hunter, Amy Jones, Ethel James, Dora La Roche, Alice 
Michell, Edith Michell, Olive Mackay. Louisa Marsh, Mary Redmond, Madeline Reside, 
Myra Rasmussen, Eva O'Meara, Emily Stevens, Sybil Style. Elsie Smith, Gladys Smith. 
Mabel Sutton, Charlotte Stone, Constance Spearman, Ernestine von Keisenberg, Lena 
Young.  
Boys: Henry Braggins, Herbert Braggins, Rholda Beetham, Allan Cave, John Christenson, 
John Coradine, Ernest Chapman, Arthur Donald, David Easthope, Robert Foote, Andrew 
Fraser, Hansom Harding, Richmond  Hooper, Leslie Israel, Montague Iggulden. Bertie Johns, 
Edgar Joyce, Bertie  Jackson, Willie Keeble, Basil Keith, John Kite, John Lynn, Melville 
Lyons, Clarence Morris, Colin McEwen, George Maginness, Leonard Norman, Ernest 
Osman, Tom Pickett, Wilfred Rigg, Donald Boss, Jack Skipper, Frank Spackman, Arthur 
Stone, George Smith, Walter Spearman, Peter Theumine, George Thempson, Cecil Wickett, 
Richard Williams, Victor Williams.  
Standard  III.—Girls: Emily Allen, Marion Allsworth, Edith Billington, Violet Carpenter, 
Martha Coy, Agnes Corkill, Louisa Cole, Irene Crespin, Jennie Deane, Gladys Dixon, Evelyn 
Elliott, Vera Edwards, Ivy Forman, Irene Godse, Chrissie Graham, Rita Hooper. Beatrice 
Holmes , Ruby Haskell, Alice Ibbetson, Sidney Jackson, Lily Jones, May Jackson, Katie 
Johnston, Ada Langley, Winnie Logan, Annie Maginness, Constance McLauchlan, Gladys 
Mackay, Flora Nicie, Lily Osman, Dorothy Pinkney, Lily Reed, Frances Reardon, Maggie 
Robins, Frederica Spearman, Ethel Stone, Hettie Smith, Edith Smith, Ethel Smith, Hilda 
Stewart, Elsie  Tooby. Hettie Wickens, Myrtle Winteringham, Gladys Wickett, Elsie Webb. 
Boys: Willie Bishop, Percy Braggins, Rupert Byford, Bernard Byrn, Walter Campbell, John 
Curham, George Daysh, Gustav Fiecken. Joseph Fraser, Vivian Gray, Ralph Leeks, Albert 
Jones, Lester Minifie, Herbert Morris, Willie Muir, Themas Pinhey, Arthur Prentice, 
Geoffrey Rawson, Robert Reardon, Geoffrey Robertson, Harry Russell, Ernest Tooby, 
Themas Treen, Harold White, Archie Williams, Edgar Wrigley.  
Standard  ll.—Girls: Ada Allen, Evelyn Byrn, Amy Bacon, Josephine Curham, Nina 
Christensen, Jessie Campbell, Alice Campbell, Burt Chisholm, Winnifred Carpenter, Annie 
Dixon, Elsie Easthope, Dora Fiecken, Constance Elliott, Florence Ford, Elsie Franks, 
Millicent Gordon, Mary Gordon, Florence Green, Elsie Haskell, Mabel Holmes, Maud 



Hounslow, Winnifred Hunter, Lily Jackson, Lucy Johnston, Dorothea Jackson, Ivy 
McKenzie, Nellie Matthews, Mabel Marsh, Constance McEwen, Minnie Millar, Agnes 
Nicolson, Violet Pragnell, Mercy Pent, Olive Richards, Nellie Robins, Winnifred  Salter, 
Florence Smith,' Amy Shaw, Madge Tait, Constance Tooby, Eva Wallis, Letitia Westbrook. 
Boys: Jocelyn Andrews, Carl Andricksen, George Ayson, Bertie Broadbent, Jack Berry, 
Frank Boden, Eric Bishop, Victor Billington, Percy Church, Charles Cole, Daniel Cole, 
James Deane, Hubert Daniell, John Eves, "Stanley Edwards, Robert Holmes, Walter 
Harrison, Stanley Hogg, Phil Hyde, Alfred Iggulden, Willie James, David La Roche, Henry 
Jones, Leonard King, Alfred Le Comte, Horace Leeks, Charles Munn, Alfred Miller, Fred 
Phillips, Otto Petersen, Claude Russell, James Spackman, Jarl Syverson, Cyril Stone, Purvis 
Spearman, Edward Tc Tau, Archie Taucher, Warren Williams, Edgar Williams, Charles 
Yates.  
Standard I.—Girls: Alice Berrill). Ellen Byrn, Ruth Curham, Ada Darville, Annie Foote, 
Alice Hunter, Rose Jackson, Alice Jones, Blanche Knight. Mary Maginness, Aileen Murray, 
Edith Murray, Alma Miller, Doris Miller. Mary McKenzie, Alice McKeon, Hilda Moore, 
Alice Pinhey, Elsie Rees, Lily Reynolds, Lucy Saker, Madge Townsend, Stella Williams, 
Daisy Terry, Eva Ewington, Muriel Spackman, Harriet Hounslow, Ella Jones, Alma Shaw, 
Constance Easthope .  
Boys : John Andrews, Arthur Cross, Percy Cross, Cecil Cross, John Cox, Arthur Cowper, 
Rupert Clark, Archie Dixon, Fred Dixon, Walter Elley, Walter Flaws, Eric Fuller, Willie 
Foote, Edmund Godse, Oswald Hewitt, Edward Harrod. Rupert Hatch, Otto Ibbetson , 
Charles Jones, Leslie Johns, George Jackson, Herbert Jones, Norman Johnston, Alfred 
Keeble, Seafield Lyons, Ralph Morris, Fred McKay, Stephen Phillips, Edward Rigg, George 
Boss, Reuben Beeves, Victor Sutton, Kingsley Scott, Cecil Theumine, Ernest Wise, Oscar 
Wellington, James Logan, Aubrey Israel, Bertel Syverson. 
 
13th  October 1899 There are five hundred and ninety eight scholars on the roll of the 
Masterton Main School, with an average attendance of ninety per cent, for the past month 
There are  now ninety-seven children on the roll at the Masterton  Infant School, with an 
average attendance for the month of eighty-three. 
The Masterton Town Hall was well filled in every part again last night when Mr J. Knott 
gave his excellent limelight entertainment. The pictures are exceptionally good and highly 
instructive from an educational point of view. These  present seemed to thoroughly enjoy the 
entertainment provided. The proceeds go to swell the Masterton School recreation ground 
fund. 
The Masterton  School Committee met last evening. Present—E. Feist (chairman), W. Perry, 
G. Dixon, H. O'Leary, J". Carpenter, E. McEwen, F. Marshall and A. E. Copping. The 
Treasurer reported a debit balance at date of £2 4s 3d. A letter thanking the Committee for 
allowing the Blue and White- League the use of the Infant Schoolroom was received. Messrs 
Marshall and Feist were appointed visiting members. It was resolved to thank the Town 
Lands Trustees for the  grant made to the school, and Miss Keeling for her efforts on behalf 
of the Kindergarten Fund. 
25th October 1899 Mr, William Johnston, brother of Dr. Johnston, and formerly a teacher at 
Clyde-quay School, Wellington, died at 6 o'clock this morning, from consumption, aged 25- 



Mr. Johnston was a highly popular teacher, and his death will be greatly regretted. Taught at 
Masterton 1892 to 1897 and went to Clyde Quay in 1898 
26th October 1899 Mr William Johnston, brother to Dr Johnston, died at Carterton yesterday 
morning. Deceased, -who - was- -only twenty-five years of age, was for several years on the 
teaching staff of the Masterton Public School. He was very highly esteemed by all who came 
in contact with him. 
30th October 1899 The funeral of the late Mr William Johnston was one of the largest 
witnessed in Masterton for a long time. Out of respect for deceased, in addition to many 
friends from far and near, the elder children of the Masterton School followed their late 
teacher's remains, and the ceremony at the grave, conducted by the Rev. Robert Wood and 
Rev. Mr Ritchie, was a most impressive one. Feeling references were made lo the late Mr 
Johnston in a special sermon preached by the Rev. Mr Wood, in the Masterton Presbyterian 
Church, yesterday 
6th November 1899 Our  readers perhaps do not realise the exceptional importance of the 
entertainment lo be given in the Town Hall, Masterton, on Wednesday next, by members of 
the Wellington Physical Training School and Gymnasium. It is, we hope, the forerunner of a 
Masterton School on similar lines, and it is of interest not only to young men, but to girls 
also; not only to grown women, but to sedate business men as well. Physical training is now 
regarded as an essential feature of up-to-date education, and it is part and parcel of the duties 
of our Technical School Committee to make provision for it. A well-appointed gymnasium is 
required in Masterton at which various classes can practice at stated hours. At Wellington 
business men have a special hour at the gymnasium and profit thereby. School girls go there 
at arranged times and have also opportunities of exercising themselves. It is very desirable 
that the public men in this town, parents generally, and the young of both mixes, should one 
and all attend the entertainment to be given on Wednesday next, in order to judge for 
themselves the results of gymnastic training. Even our footballers who are occasionally 
surprised to find themselves beaten by town residents should be present in order to see for 
themselves  the reason why they are less active than their city opponents. 
17th November 1899 MASTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
MONTHLY MEETING, 
The Masterton School Committee met Inst night. Present-Messrs E, Feist (chairman), J. L, 
Murray, J. Carpenter, A. E. Copping and P. Marshall.  
The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Treasurer  reported a credit-balance at date of £21 6s 3d. 
Miss Keeling reported the average attendance at the Infant School for the month 84, with 103 
children on the roll.  
The Head Teacher, Mr W. H. Jackson, reported the average attendance for the month 490, 
with 606 on the roll, the percentage being 82 After the examination the attendance fell off, a 
number of children missing the beginning of the year's work. The worst cases would be taken 
by the Attendance Officer during his forthcoming visit. At the drawing examination in 
September results to hand show that 142 children have obtained certificates, and 31 received 
special commendation. On the 27th September the school was closed for the afternoon to 
enable the teachers and scholars lo attend the funeral of the late Mr W. Johnston. His earnest 
work as a teacher (Mr Jackson remarks) and his many sterling qualities will cause him to be 
affectionately remembered for a long time by both teachers and scholars.  



Mr Jackson, who was present, invited the attendance of the School Committee at the opening, 
of the new Recreation Ground, which takes place on Thursday next. He further stated that 
school sports had been arranged and parents invited. Sports would start at 2 p.m. the older 
girls would provide tea, and if possible,  the Band would be present.  
The Chairman thanked Mr Jackson for his invitation, and said he was sure the  committee  
would heartily respond. Mr Jackson was to be heartily congratulated on the success of his 
efforts to get such a fine ground.  
In reply to Mr Carpenter, Mr Jackson said it was not proposed to make any charge for 
admission.  
In reply to the Chairman, Mr Jackson said it would be inadvisable to allow boys and girls to 
use the recreation ground indiscriminately without supervision. It was, however, his intention 
to make  a special effort to provide an asphalted tennis ground for the girls as early as 
possible.  
Later, Mr Jackson mentioned the necessity of providing seats for the ground; putting in a 
culvert at the entrance and providing ten loads of fine gravel for the drive.  
The Chairman said he was glad the Head Master had alluded to the late Mr Johnston in bis 
report, and he desired lo move the following motion:-"The Committee desires to place on  
record its sympathy with the relatives of the late Mr William Johnston, who died on October 
15th, 1899. Mr Johnston  was for a very long time a popular member of the teaching staff at 
the Masterton  School, and his early removal by death caused heartfelt sorrow to Committee, 
teachers, scholars and all who had been associated with him in his work." That a copy of this 
resolution be forwarded to Mrs Johnston, senior. the motion was carried, and it was resolved 
that the resolution be recorded in the minutes. 
Messrs Murray and McEwen were appointed Visiting Members, and the meeting closed. 
24th November 1899 On the occasion of the opening of the Masterton School Recreation 
Ground, a match was played between Past and Present assisted by the Masters. The game 
resulted in a win for the Present by twenty-eight runs on the first innings. The following are 
the scores .'-Present, First innings-Wrigley, b Williams, 6; J. Thwaites, b Williams, 14; Jago, 
b Richards, 1; J. Bennett, run out 0; N. Bunting, b Williams, 1; Richards, b Williams, 1 
Brown b Williams 0; Leeks b Williams l; O’Leary, b, Williams, 3; Rawson, b Richards, 6; 
Pragnell, c Williams, b Richards, 1; Jackson, b Williams, 0  Ayson b Williams, 1; White, b 
Richards, 0; Temple, not out 1 extras, twenty; total, fifty-six. Williams 9 wickets for 17; 
Richards 4 for 19. Past 1st innings:—Richards, b Bennett, 0; Sellar, not out, 2; Williams, b 
Bennett, 8 Boddington, b Bennett 0; G. Green, b Bennett, 0; Temple, b Bennett, 0; Cameron, 
b Wrigley, 1; 0. Williams, run out, 4; 13. Green, b Bennett, 2; Welch c Thwaites, b Bennett, 
2; Perry, b Wrigley, 0; Extras, 9; Total, 28. Bennett, 7 wickets for 7; Wrigley, 2 for 13. The 
handsome caps, bearing the school's monogram, presented by Mr J. L. Murray were won by 
T. Rawson and E. Wrigley. 
24th November 1899 MASTERTON SCHOOL RECREATION GROUND. 
OPENING CEREMONY. 
An exceedingly pleasing function was performed in Masterton yesterday afternoon, when the 
new recreation ground provided for the pupils attending the Masterton public school was 
formally opened by Mr A. W. Hogg, M.H.R. It would be very difficult to picture a more 
charming scene than was presented on the new recreation ground, winch adjoins the old 
grounds belonging to the school. Several hundred parents and children assembled on the 



nicely mown, well-kept turf, to witness the ceremony, The varicoloured dresses of the ladies 
moving about on the closely-cut green grass made the scene one of a Kaleidoscopic 
character. Placed here and there were lawn seats, but their number was not anything like 
enough to seat one fourth of the ladies  present. The fact that tennis, cricket, croquet, and 
several games of rounders were going on at the same time without discomfort, or those at one 
game in any way interfering with the others, gives some idea of the size and suitability of the 
ground for the purpose to which it has been dedicated A thoroughly substantial fence bounds 
the ground on three sides and that on the fourth, fronting the main road, in addition to being 
strongly built, is highly ornamental. 
The members of the Masterton School Committee were present and it was expected that Mr J. 
R. Blair, chairman of the Wellington Education Board would have come to Masterton to 
perform the opening ceremony, but other business prevented this. After the Masterton Brass 
Band had played a few stirring quick-steps, Mr A. W. Hogg, mounted a chair, and addressing 
ladies, gentlemen, boys and girls, said before proceeding with his address on this auspicious 
occasion it was his  duty to read them two telegrams, one from Mr J. R. Blair, saying he 
regretted that other engagements prevented his coming to Masterton that day. He 
congratulated' the School Committee on their achievement which placed the Masterton 
School easily first with regard to equipment, He wished success to the opening proceedings. 
The other telegram was from Mr W. C. Buchanan, M.H.R., expressing regret that he was 
unable to be present. Continuing, Mr Hogg said he need hardly say that it was exceedingly 
gratifying to see such a large gathering of the public of Masterton and of the coming men and 
women of Masterton. The ceremony of declaring that playground open was one of the most 
gratifying ceremonies he had ever performed. He had no doubt that many of the little boys 
and girls around him would grow up to be men and women that New Zealand would be proud 
of. In those days they would look back with pleasure to the celebration they were then 
assisting in. This new addition was virtually a new school where the physical powers of the 
young were going to be educated. They had to thank Mr W. H. Jackson, the Head Master of 
the school, for adding to the equipment of the institution such a grand pleasure and sports 
ground where the young could develop their physical powers, fitting themselves for the great 
battle of life.  
A wonderful transformation had taken place on that piece of land, Mr Hogg went on to say. It 
was not long ago that it had been covered with stones, gorse and rubbish; now it was 
beautifully clean. A thing of beauty, they were told, was a joy for ever. He sincerely hoped it 
would be a joy for the young people of Masterton. The boys and girls, by picking off the 
stones, had materially helped to bring about the transformation. The change reminded him of 
the story of " Cinderella"; what was only a short time ago an eyesore had been converted into 
a magnificent plateau, one of the best recreation grounds in New Zealand. And when the 
Wellington boys came up to meet them on their ground at cricket or football and tried to" 
lick" them (they knew they had "licked" them, but he hoped they would not always be " 
licked," it they were" licked " again they should take the beating manfully) if they were not 
victorious they would at least admire the beautiful ground belonging to the Masterton school. 
The children ought to be very grateful indeed to all those who had helped in securing' such a 
splendid playground to the Masterton Town Lands Trust who had responded to the appeal for 
the ground; to the members of the School Committee who worked so hard to get the ground 
conveyed; to the public of Masterton who so generously assisted with money for 



improvements, and to the members of the Education Board, who had helped them to erect 
such substantial fencing. Infinite credit was due to the Head Teacher, Mr Jackson, for the 
assiduity displayed in removing stones and otherwise working towards such a splendid 
playground.  
The physical development of girls, the speaker continued, had been very much neglected in 
the past, but he hoped that in the future school boys and girls from Wellington, Carterton, 
Greytown, Pahiatua and other places would come to contest the skill and agility of the 
Masterton boys and girls in the various outdoor games and physical sports. He admired the 
boy or girl who was at the head of everything, but what he admired further than that was the 
boy or girl who would take by the hand and help forward those who lagged behind; those 
who possibly had not so much talent or were not so well fed. They should be generous at all 
times and he hoped that all the children would remember to help their teachers in the 
immensely important task they had before them,  
Mr Hogg then called for three cheers - for Mr W. H. Jackson, which were lustily given, after 
which the band struck up "For He's s Jolly Good Fellow," 
Mr E. Feist expressed his pleasure at being able to take part in the important ceremony they 
were performing. He had been asked to say a few words as he was Chairman of the School 
Committee and a member of the Education Board, They had good reason to be proud of such 
an excellent ground. As Mr Hogg had explained to them, everyone  should do his best to help 
those who were deserving of getting their education in public schools. He noticed by the 
papers that one of their old School Committee members was coming  forward as a candidate 
for Parliament. Who knew whether some of the boys then present might not become Premiers 
of the Colony. He remembered being patted on the back when a boy and told that one day he 
might be Lord Mayor of London. Well, he had not been Lord Mayor of London; as far as lie 
had got was to be Mayor of Masterton. Mr Jackson certainly deserved all the credit for the 
work that had been done in getting the splendid recreation ground into its present state, He 
wished to point out that seats were badly wanted. A lot of money had been spent already, in a 
water supply and making a good cricket pitch, so that they were unable to buy seats. He 
hoped some ladies and gentlemen present would respond to his appeal for seats,  
Mr James McGregor said as an old settler he had been asked to speak at that pleasing 
function. He remembered the first time he came along the track to Masterton; there were only 
two cottages on the school side of Masterton. The site now their recreation ground, was then 
covered with Maori whares. Vast changes had taken place, at that time there were only fifteen 
on the school roll and the teaching staff cost £70 a year. They would see from this the 
progress Masterton had made since he came to it. They now not only reared high-class sheep 
and cattle but a splendid lot of boys and girls. He congratulated the School Committee in 
giving such a magnificent ground to the children, and he wished them them every success. 
Mr Hogg then formally declared the ground open,  
Mr W. H. Jackson thanked all who had helped them. But for these people who had 
contributed and the boys and girls who had worked so hard in removing stones and doing 
other work what had been accomplished could not have been done in making the ground not 
only a credit to the place but the best attached to any school in New Zealand  
The Masterton Band played during the afternoon while young and old took part in various 
games. The lady teachers, with their usual forethought and hospitality, had provided 



refreshments, which were liberally handed round. The large gathering dispersed late in the 
afternoon. 
28th November 1899 Mr W. H. Jackson, Head Teacher of the Masterton School writes —" To 
the Editor, sir—l should be glad if you will kindly allow me to refer to the work of Mr John 
Hessey in connection with our recreation ground, as mention of it was omitted at the opening 
proceedings on Thursday. In addition to giving the application, for the ground his ready and 
cordial support, as Chairman of the Trust, he has also practically assisted the project. He 
superintended the working of the ground with plough, grubber, disc barrows, chain harrows 
and Artificial manure spreader, and also sowed the grass seed himself. In addition to charging 
nothing for his own services he supplied horses. carts, men and implements at much lower 
rates than I could otherwise have obtained them at. I am grateful to him for his valuable help, 
and I desire that parents and others may know of his work." 
11th December 1889 A match was played on Saturday between the Masterton and Greytown 
Boys, on the new pitch in the Masterton School Recreation ground. The former won by four 
runs, making forty-nine and sixty-four, while Greytown made twenty-eight and eighty-one. 
For Masterton, Richards and Jago made highest scores with twenty-five and twenty, and for 
Greytown, Swanson made twenty-eight, and Anketell twenty-one 
14th December 1899 Wellington Education Board inside painting, Masterton infants' school, 
W. H, Cole; 
15th December 1899 ENTERTAINMENT IN AID OP THE RECREATION GROUND. 
Masterton is exceedingly fortunate in possessing in the Head Master of its Public School a 
teacher who has the best interests of his scholars so thoroughly at heart, and another instance 
of his untiring energy was given yesterday when a most successful sale of work and 
promenade concert, in aid of the Recreation Ground fund, was given. Teachers and scholars 
joined most heartily in assisting Mr W. H. Jackson in his project, and the affair proved most 
entertaining and thoroughly successful.  
In the afternoon. Mr A. W. Hogg M.H.R ,Mr J. T. M. Hornsby M.H.R., and the Hon, W. C, 
Walker, Minister for Education, paid a visit to the school, , and expressed surprise and 
pleasure at what they saw, regretting that an engagement in the Bush prevented their 
remaining to take part in the formalities of the occasion.  
Although the boisterous weather no doubt hindered many being present the attendance was 
large, and the spacious class-room in which the sale was held was densely crowded.  
Tasteful decorations were erected on all sides, and the stalls were admirably arranged, Some 
very lovely flowers  were displayed, and the sale of buttonholes must have proved a big 
source of , revenue. 
The kindergarten stall (under the direction of the Misses Johnston and Arnold) proved a very 
great attraction, being loaded with pretty and artistic trifles made by the little people of the 
lower standards. The Misses McGregor and Bunting had a cleverly arranged exhibit of fancy 
work; plain needlework and a host of dolls dressed by the pupils of the school, Miss Munro 
and Mrs Clayton (the latter kindly giving the benefit of her expert knowledge) had charge of 
the flower stalls and were assisted by a small army of bright girls, who appeared adepts at 
selling bouquets and button-holes. Miss Smith and some of the elder girls managed a 
wonderful Christmas tree, loaded so that its boughs almost broke with the abundance of 
pretty things  on them. Miss N, Hogg was in charge of the cake and toffy stall, and with the 
help of some young friends succeeded in doing good business. Some of the cakes at this stall, 



made by pupils, were very good evidence of the progress made in cookery. Messrs A. N. 
Burns and Bennett had an extensive show of produce, and managed to dispose of most of it, 
while the Misses Wolff and Foden, assisted by several senior girls, were kept busy in a 
neatly-arranged refreshment-room, dispensing tea, strawberries and cream, and other dainties, 
In the evening a promenade concert took place, several leading amateurs assisting, and a 
large number of prominent residents were present, 
15th December 1899 MONTHLY MEETING The Masterton School Committee met last 
evening. Present—Messrs .E. McEwen (in the chair), W. Perry, J. L. Murray, J. Carpenter, F, 
Marshall and A. K. Coping,  
The minutes of Inst meeting were read and confirmed,  
The Treasurer reported a credit balance to date of £10 7s 9d.  
Miss Keeling reported that during the past month the attendance  had been very bad for the 
time of  year, owing to the prevalence  of sickness. principally whooping cough. The average 
had been eighty with one hundred and four scholars on the roll.  
On the motion of Mr Marshall it was resolved to tar the paths at the Infant School during the 
holidays, providing tar can be obtained, Mr O’Leary and Mr W. Perry being appointed to 
carry out the work if it can be done on reasonable terms. 
No other business coming forward, the meeting adjourned. 
22nd December 1889 THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. For the purpose of awarding 
scholarships the Wellington Education Board divided the schools of its district into four 
classes— Class A for children attending schools within the City of Wellington ; class B for 
children attending schools beyond the city boundaries, with an average attendance exceeding 
200 ; class C for children attending schools with an average attendance between 100 and 200 
; and class D for children attending schools with an average .attendance of under 100. One 
hundred and ninety-four candidates attended for examination, 127 in class A, 22 in class B, 
16 in class C, and 29 in class D. The subjects were arithmetic, English, science, history, and 
geography, and the writing and (neatness in arrangement of papers were taken into account. 
The maximum number of marks was 700 in classes A, B, and C, and 650 in class D.  
The following are the results for class B Only 
 CLASS B. H. O'Leary, Masterton, 544; H. Ayson, Masterton, 534 ; Louise Smith, 
Masterton, 474' ; G. Castle, Petone 467 ; W. Bennett, Carterton, 450 ; H. Jackson, Masterton, 
449; R. Griffiths, Petone, 393 ; Olive Iorns, Masterton, 365 ; A. Cairns, Petone, 329 ; W. 
Reeve, Pahiatua, 279 Three scholarships of the annual value of £35 are awarded in this class, 
and they all fall to the Masterton School. 
 

1899	Log	Book	Entry	(Original	at	Wairarapa	Archives)	
24th School opened today (Tuesday) Yesterday was observed as a holiday for Anniversary 
Day. Admitted 30 new scholars. Miss Woolf commenced duties. Have given Miss Johnston 
Standard 1. Miss Kean Standard II girls, Miss Bunting Standard II Girls, and Miss McGregor 
Standard II Boys. All these changes are consequent on Johnston’s leaving 
27th The committee at their meeting last night declined to comply with my request in asking 
the Town Lands Trust to award Harold Brown- who has just won a Levin Scholarship a 
supplementary scholarship 
1st February Miss Bunting absent- ill 



Mrs Sowman came to see me today to complain of Mr Bennett punishing her boy by boxing 
his ears. 
Mr Bennett says he has no recollection of striking the boy. I have warned the former that I 
shall report any authenticated case of this kind to the Education Board  
6th A storm set in yesterday (Sunday) and is continuing today. The attendance is about the 
worst I remember  
9th February Attended committee meeting last night in connection with excursion 
arrangements and to explain Brown’s scholarship. It was decided to have an excursion to 
Wellington. I explained to the committee the cooperation of the Trust Lands Trust’s 
Scholarship funds and urged them to request the Trust to award the usual subsidiary 
scholarship to Brown. One member stated that he considered that a boy who had had two 
years at the college had had enough and the committee should not ask the Trust to give 
further help. Another member said that Mr Brown, the boy’s father should go to the Trust and 
ask assistance and if too proud to do that should go without the grant. Another said that as it 
was an ”Outside” scholarship the committee should take no action. A fourth member said Mr 
Brown was able  to buy his boy’s education and should therefore get no assistance from the 
Trust Seeing that the feeling of the majority of the Committee was against asking the Trust to 
grant a subsidiary scholarship I requested the chairman  not to put the question to the 
meeting. I intimated that it  was my intention to approach the Trustees on the matter myself. 
The position is this------- for the last six years I have got the committee to notify the Town 
Lands Trust of the winning of a scholarship & to request that a subsidiary scholarship be 
granted. In every case a scholarship has been granted by the Trust----- Pervious to this I was 
in the habit of making personal application in order to prevent the necessity of the parent 
having to ask the Trust for the assistance necessary that the boy or girl may be sent to college 
or High School at Wellington. Their inconsistency on the part of the committee is in my 
opinion due entirely to personal feeling 
The Town Lands Trust fund is derived from acres in the township called “The Scholarship 
Acres “the income form which is to be devoted “to assist the winners of scholarships” The 
income from these acres was formerly devoted to provide a fence for the school. 
When the Town Lands Trust Act was last revised I recommended that these acres shall be 
made scholarship acres, and this was done 
11th February The Town Land Trustees met last night. I wrote to them notifying them that a 
Masterton boy had just won a Levin Scholarship at the college and requested them to award a 
subsidiary scholarship. I attended the meeting myself. The Trustees awarded him £20 
subsidiary scholarship. The usual subsidiary scholarship is £10 a year 
18th The school excursion took place yesterday. All the teachers- Except Mr Bunting- went 
and everything passed of successfully 
23rd School was closed yesterday for the A and P show. At the Board meeting yesterday Mr 
Darroch was selected for first assistantship at Te Aro, Mr Kay the candidate previously 
selected not being approved the Committee 
1st March Miss Smith absent today 
3rd Miss Smith absent yesterday and today 
6th Mr Darroch left the staff today. The teachers presented him with an aneroid barometer in 
oak. The VII standard class with  a pair of Opera Classes & The VI Standard class with 
volumes of Tennyson and Carlyle bound in calf 



7th Mr Davidson reported himself as relieving teacher 
16th Applied to the committee for the Winter’s supply of firewood 
20th School was closed on Friday- St Patrick’s Day 
The School Committee has taken proceedings against F Harding Queen St, Mrs E Wrigley 
Villa Street, and Mrs Dew Dixon Street for not sending their children to school regularly. The 
names of all these parents have appeared in the lists I send monthly to the Committee 
24th The attendance for the week has been very good owing to the effort I have been making 
by means of notes to parents 
20th  School closed today for Easter Vacation 
7th April  The attendance  for the last three days has been very poor. This has been my 
experience every year. I am quite convinced that it would be well if a whole week’s holiday 
was held at Easter. 
Miss Bunting having been granted six weeks leave of absence. Miss Watson has been sent to 
fill in her place 
I have given Miss Arnold charge of Miss Bunting’s class Standard III Girls and have placed 
Miss Watson in the infant room with Miss Woolf 
11th Examined the infant room today. Miss Woolf doing capital work. Her discipline is 
excellent 
14th Have arranged with Mr Riley for the cookery lessons for Standard 6 & 7. Twenty girls 
from the 7th will go to the Technical School for a lesson at 10 a.m. every Monday  & 20 from 
the sixth at 2 p.m. on the same day 
The Masterton Technical School Committee has arranged for a free cookery lesson to be 
given to Standard 5 & Standard 4 girls & to any school girls belonging to any other school at 
10.00 on Saturday Mornings 
17th At the free cookery lesson on Saturday 78 were present 
18th Miss Arnold was absent today with Neuralgia 
20th Miss Arnold was absent again yesterday 
I received a complaint today from Mr Keeble regarding a punishment administered by Mr 
Bunting, I have enquired into the matter and find the matter a very trivial one but most 
exaggerated by the child through ill feeling towards the teacher 
During this week I have spent a good deal of time in Standard  4 girls’ room. Miss Munro’s 
oral work is weak and not sufficiently interesting and  attractive. 
24th I received today a complaint today (As written) from Mr Temple regarding Mr Bunting. 
On inquiring into the matter I find the boy was guilty of an outburst of temper and was 
punished for it without undue severity. Mr Bunting is not popular with his class and these 
little exhibitions of bad feeling are the outcome 
27th I have very frequently during the last few weeks had to take Mr Bennett to task regarding 
his work and management of his class. I have this afternoon had a very serious talk with him 
on the subject 
1st May Miss Keen is absent today, detained I understand in Wellington. Mr Thwaites took up 
his duties today 
2nd Miss Kean returned to her duties this morning. Her explanation of yesterday’s absence  is 
not quite satisfactory 
3rd Mr Varnham the Board Truant Officer visited the school today. I have supplied him with  
a list of irregular children 



5th May A good attendance has been maintained the whole week. The truant officer’s visit 
had something to do with it. I have supplied him him with  a list of irregular children. The 
parents of these he is visiting 
I have spent a good deal of time in Miss Munro’s class taking arithmetic- chiefly mental. I 
find too little oral work is dome and have directed accordingly 
12th The weather has been bad the whole week & the attendance low. Applied for a 
wheelbarrow for school cleaner to wheel wood &c 
15th Miss Burling returned to her duties today after six weeks leave of absence. Miss Arnold 
did good work while in charge of Miss Bunting’s class and managed the class as equally as 
well as Miss Bunting 
16th The annual meeting of the Town Lands Trust election took place last night in the Town 
Hall. Mr W G Beard strongly protested against the income of the  Trust being devoted to 
other objects than the one originally decided upon namely- educational purposes 
22nd May I find the attendance of the Girls at the free cookery lessons on Saturdays is not as 
good this year, The weather has been bad for several Saturday’s past & has no doubt been to 
some extent the cause. I have today inquired of those girls who have been absent their 
reasons and in several cases they tell me their parents don’t want them to attend 
25th A Holiday was observed yesterday for the Queen’s Birthday 
The weather yesterday was wet and cold and is the same today. Attendance is very low 
I have today had to inquire into a case of theft in which two boys, William Foote 1st Standard 
and Arthur Jones 4th Standard are concerned. I find that on Saturday last a drunken man lying 
in the Park was relieved of a large sum of money- several pounds- and that Foote and Jones 
were the culprits. I have considered it my duty to the matter in the hands of the police. In 
connection with the inquiry I found that Foote had stolen a pack of cards from Lowes and 
Iorn’s sale room 
30th I have for some time past felt dissatisfied with the work & discipline in Mr Bennett’s 
class. Today I have had to talk very seriously to Mr Bennett about the matter. He seemed at 
times quite helpless, or quite incapable of recognising that the class is in shocking disorder 
while he is teaching. I have pointed out to him that he must rely on his own influence over his 
class and on the earnestness  of his teaching to maintain discipline rather than on the 
punishments I am constantly called  in to give 
2nd June During this week I have spent a large amount of time in the two fourth Standard 
classes in dealing with Viva Voc work. I notice a good deal of sluggishness, the result of 
Miss Mc Gregor’s case of her kind easy manner and in Miss Munro’s of the tendency to put 
everything on the blackboard and avoid viva voca work 
5th June At the meeting of the Education Board on Wednesday last the fencing of our 
recreation ground was further dealt with. It was decided that a Board’s Clerk of Works should 
visit the school and go into the matte & afterwards prepare plans and specifications for the 
work 
9th Mr McDougall the Education Board’s Clerk of Works visited the school today and in 
company with Mr Feist and myself inspected the recently erected bowling green fence in 
order to consider if a similar one would be suitable for the recreation ground 
We decided that it would and tenders are to be called accordingly 
It connection with the work it has struck me that it would be well to provide shelter sheds 
accommodation with the grounds. I have requested Mr Dougall to prepare sketch plans for 



the extension of the present sheds 16 foot at either end the additions to open on the recreation 
Ground. I have undertaken to provide half the cost and out of the money I have raised for the 
improvement of the recreation ground 
9th June At the meeting of the School Committee last night permission was given me to 
connect a pipe with the school water supply to provide water for the cricket pitch in the 
recreation ground 
19th Mr F H Bakewell visited the school for a short time this morning 
On Friday evening a fire which might have destroyed the school had it not been discovered in 
time, took place in Mr Burn’s Room. A log of wood which had only partially burnt was 
removed from the fiery and placed on the side of the fireplace by Mr Burns. The log must 
have continued to burn for a portion of it rolled on the floor & burnt a large hole in the 
flooring, the joists even being burnt through. I at once reported the matter to the chairman of 
the School Committee 
21st I have received the specifications for the fencing of the recreation ground 
29th Note I have not copied all examination reports 
Examined P1 today Miss Wolff is doing very good work in this class. Reading is moving 
along in a very pleasing manner. Have promoted six children to Standard 1 
30th School closes today for the winter vacation. 
Miss Kean leaves today to take charge of Ngapopotu School (Ngapopotu, Ngapopatu 1896-
1911 On the Manawa Road starting at Tinui Township going west about 5.5 Kilometres from 
Tinui) 
 
In Miss Keeling’s absence I have visited the infant school this week to see that the two young 
pupil teachers left in charge were managing satisfactorily  
17th July School reopened after the  winter holidays. The attendance is very low owing to the 
prevalence of measles 
Miss H Kean has received promotion to Ngapopotu School  and had received instructions to 
take up her duties at ponce. This leaves a vacancy on the staff for which no provision has 
been made 
I have agreed to surrender the lease of the recreation  ground in order that the land may be 
conveyed to the Education Board. This will enable the Board to legally spend money on it for 
fencing 
24th The attendance this week although so near the examination is unusually bad. This is 
entirely due to the large number of cases of measles 
31st The attendance is slightly improved today. No relieving teacher has been sent to take 
Miss Kean’s place 
4th August The attendance is still falling through an increasing number of cases of measles 
10th Have again had to take Mr Bennett sharply to task over his work. He requires a good deal 
of spurring 
19th A good attendance for the whole week and a very satisfactory weeks work has been done 
by all classes. Mr Bennett is now doing his best work 
23rd The school was visited today by Inspector Lee. I pointed out to him the need of more 
cupboard accommodation 
1st September Examined the school this week. Class work is generally not strong & the two 
3rd standard classes are weak in pas work 



8th September Have spent a good deal of time this week in the  Standard 3 classroom. Miss 
Bunting lacks vivreity in her work 
15th Attendance this week has ben very good. Have spent the week mainly in class work. 
Miss Munro is weak in viva voce work 
Miss Kean has left the staff and Nellie Hogg appointed as probationer 
Inspectors report of August 23rd included 
 

   On Roll Present 
Standard  Mr Jackson Head Teacher   

7 Mr Burns A M  35 30 
6 Mr Thwaites AM 38 35 
5 Mr Bunting AM 59 51 

4 Boys 
Miss 
McGregor AM  54 45 

4 Girls Miss Munro AM 40 30 

3 Boys  Mr Bennett 
Ex Pupil 
Teacher 32 27 

3 Girls Miss Bunting 
Ex Pupil 
Teacher 52 47 

2 Boys Miss Smith 
Ex Pupil 
Teacher 46 41 

2 Girls Miss Arnold 
Ex Pupil 
Teacher 48 43 

1 
Miss 
Johnston 

Ex Pupil 
Teacher 67 51 

Primers Miss Wolf    
 Miss Hogg  112 88 
     
   583 488 

 
Lesson on electricity well illustrated by experiments. Mental arithmetic is made a good 
feature. Infant work in very good hands. (Miss Wolff) Good stock of kindergarten work lately 
obtained. Teachers are thoroughly trained by Head Master 
More cupboard accommodation is needed for kindergarten work and for apparatus. The 
school was in active work and under excellent management. Robert Lee 
2nd October The annual examination commenced today by Inspector Fleming and Bakewell 
5th Examination concluded today by Mr Lee. Inspector’s holiday this afternoon and tomorrow 
(Friday) 
13th have rearranged classes this week. 
VII Mr Burns 
VI Mr Thwaite 
V (B) Mr Bunting’ 
V (G) Miss Munro 
IV (B) Miss McGregor 
IV (G) Miss Bunting 
III (B)  Miss Smith 



III (G) Miss Johnston 
II Mr Bennett 
I Miss Arnold 
23rd Mr Bennett absent today attending examination Has leave till the 3rd Prox. 
Miss Smith  was absent yesterday 
27th The following is the list of scholarship candidates this year. Louise Smith. Olive Iorns, 
Florence D’Arcy, Annie Corban, Hugh Ayson, Howard Jackson, Richard Jones, Humphrey 
O’Leary 
6th November Mr Thwaites absent today on leave to attend examination 6th to 13th Inclusive 
16th Since the examination I have employed squads of boys in the recreation ground clearing 
and preparing for the formal opening next week 
24th The new recreation ground was opened yesterday by Mr A W Hogg M H R 
In connection with the formation of the ground a surprising amount of work in the way of 
stone gathering, loading up of drays, broom grubbing, and burning by the boys has been 
done. More than 600 loads of stones have been gathered and filled into carts and taken from 
the ground. The ground was worked no less than seven times before being sown in grass. 
Twice it was ploughed, 1 was grubbed with strong cultivators and it was harrowed with three 
different sets of harrows 
After each of these procedures a tremendous crop of stones was turned up. These were 
collected in old buckets and tins and filled into drays. The last load left with much rejoicing 
PHOTO  Star reports 
Inspectors Report included  
 
In the Primer class were 44 children over 8 years of age none of whom have been in the class 
two years Standard 1 and 2 were good classes 

Class Presented Present Passed 
X 31   
VI 39 38 30 
V 62 62 50 
IV 91 91 75 
Iii  81 80 71 
II 91 89 82 
I 69 69 69 

Primers 133   
    

 
Improved kindergarten and infant instruction. The new additional playground an excellent 
feature. Upkeep generally well maintained. Staff in some respects hardly so strong as 
formerly but owing to the indefatigable energy of the Head Teacher the general work is 
strong.  
Robert Lee. T R Fleming 
1st December The attendance  has fallen very low this week. There are still a number of cases 
of measles but the chief cause of  the falling off is the fact that the examination is over 
8th The children are making preparations for a sale of work to be held next week in aid of the 
recreation ground fund 



15th School closed yesterday for the Christmas holiday. The sale of work held yesterday 
afternoon and evening realised over £20 in spite of the very wet weather 
The examination of pupil teachers is taking place today 
  



 


