
Mangatainoka	

Still to be edited 
The school on State Highway 2, the last school for the old Wellington Education Board 
travelling North on State Highway 2. 6 kilometres North of Pahiatua. The home of the Tui 
Brewery and a rugby match some Super rugby Seasons. The boundary for the Wellington 
Education Board was the Manawatu River in this area 

Mangatinoko or Mangatainoka? 

[Early reports used in this research usually had the area’s name ending with an o but also 
used in 1888 and later was the last letter as a, which at some stage became the accepted 
spelling. I have kept the spelling as used in the report of the time] 

1888-1889	
1889	 76	 Mangatainoko	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £245	 $44,543	

1889	 76	 Mangatainoko	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher		 £20	 $3,636	

Mary Henrietta Wilson started teaching in 1889, Born in 1873  So about 26 years old  when 
acting as a pupil teacher She in 1896 finished at Mangatainoka and reappeared in Wellington 
Education Board Schools as sole teacher at Nikau School in 1899 until 1902 when she went 
to Ngaturi  until 1905 and then completed her teaching service in Wellington Education 
Board at Makuri from 1906 to 1909 
The wedding registration Mary is registered as May in Births Deaths Marriages. Died in 1954 
aged 81 
TAYLOR—WILSON.—At St. Anne's Church, Northland, by the  Bishop of Wellington, on 
December 21, 1910, William James Taylor, of Makuri to Mary Henrietta Wilson, elder 
daughter of Mr. Henry Wilson, of Stratford.. 
Had 1 child registered in 1912 called Katrine Mary  
 
1st February 1889 A few weeks ago Messrs Gardner and Hill of Mangatainoko, wrote to the 
Education Board asking leave to take timber from the reserve opposite the mill, stating that 
they would clear it thoroughly if granted permission. The reply they got was it could not be 
granted. They wrote again offering to buy the timber on it but have not received a satisfactory 
reply. Now comes the point, the timber is now being daily destroyed by fire, and when the 
Government want the site for building purposes they will have to pay to have the remainder 
of it felled, when it could have been done just for the timber. Perhaps the Education Board 
have got more money than they want. 
15th February 1889 It is strange that we have heard nothing from the Education Board about 
building the Mangatainoko School. It is time something was done in the matter. 
20th February 1889 . A meeting of the Works Committee of the Mangatainoko School was 
held on Tuesday at Mr Jessop’s house, when there were present Messrs Jessop (chair), 
Farley, Black* Anderson, Cocksfoot and Sweatmen. It was resolved on the motion of 'Mr 
Farley, seconded by Mr Anderson, that the Chairman forward a letter to the Education Board 



pointing out the necessity of the school, and stating that the site- had been all, cleared and 
burnt and asking them to erect it as soon as possible. °A meeting will also be held on 
Saturday for the purpose of trying to get the School Road formed and metalled 
28th February 1889 Wellington Education Board It was decided to call for tenders for erection 
of a school at Mangatainoko 
22nd March 1889 A new school is to be  built at Mangatainoko, tenders for the erection of 
which will be called for immediately 
27th March 1889 Wellington Education Board work now under contract included 
Mangatainoko School, .£300 
5th April 1889 The school to be erected  at Mangatainoko will provide accommodation for 80 
children 
10th April 1889 Alternate tenders are. called for the erection of the Mangatainoko school 
house., Plans and specifications may be seen at Mr Walker’s house. 
15th April 1889 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE." 
TO THE EDITOR.] S!R,-Having been away from the district for some considerable time for 
the benefit of my health, and being Chairman of the Mangatainoko School Committee, one of 
the members called a meeting in my absence and .laid the facts to them in Mr Jessop’s house. 
It will be remembered that Mr Jessop was in the chair, and during the evening two fresh 
names were added to the above named Committee. Now. Sir, the- Act distinctly states that 
there should be no more than seven, three to form a quorum.. I should like to know on whose 
authority the other two names were put there. At this meeting was both Secretary and 
Chairman, which there is no record of in the minutes, only that two new members were 
nominated and that Mr Jessop should receive all communications. Now, sir, I as Chairman, 
would like to know who authorised him to write to the Education Board. I have spoken to one 
of the members of the Committee who was present at that meeting and asked him whose 
place these- two men filled, and the reply I got was that he did not know. Surely some action 
should be taken in the matter. I may state that I do not recognise the additional members as 
committeemen. Another thing; I have heard several complaints about the specifications being 
left at my place, and m the Pahiatua Star .it makes a great deal out of nothing in saying that 
my place was not convenient as it was a private one Now, Mr Editor, let me inform him that 
my place is as public as any shop m the town. Apologising for taking so much space in your 
paper-I am, etc., J. H, Walker, _ Chairman. 
24th April 1889 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL. (to the editor.) Sir—Will you kindly allow 
me to say they were not contractors who complained about the plans being left at my house, 
also wish to say that I still hold the position of chairman of committee. I know of no reason 
for complaint excepting„ my not allowing the plans, &c to be taken from my place. . 
Apologising for taking so much space in your valuable paper.—I am etc. J Henry Walker 
8th May 1889 The tender of Mr Burbush has been accepted for the bailing of the 
Mangatainoko school on the larger alternative plan, the price being £435 
28th June 1889 The Wellington Education Board have decided to take the necessary steps to 
form the Mangatainoko District into a separate school district 
1st July 1889 A meeting of the Village settlers was held on Saturday evening in a room 
belonging to Mrs Davis, when there were about 20 present for the purpose of considering 



whether they should have a School Committee to manage the affairs of the Mangatainoko 
school, or to allow the Pahiatua school committee to manage for them, and other business. 
Mr G. Gardner was voted to the chair. Mr Walker staled that about twelve months ago there 1 
was a Committee appointed consisting of seven of the settlers, to sec about having a school 
erected, and that he was appointed chairman of the said committee. They let Messrs Gardner 
and Hill have the timber from the site providing they cleared it afterwards of the scrub, and 
had it burnt ready for the school to be erected, and everything had been done in a satisfactory 
way. He (Mr Walker) and Mr Stenberg waited on the member for the district, pointing out to 
him the necessity of having the school erected at once. Since then Mr Jessop had written to 
the Education Board stating that a new committee had been appointed, and that he (Mr 
Jessop) had been appointed Chairman of the so-called committee. Mr Jessop had also written 
to .the Education Board stating that he, (Mr Walker) had taken into his hands to have the 
school built, and the consequence was that it had been put in a water hole, and that if the 
school wanted to be enlarged at any lime it would have to be shifted, as it had been built close 
to the road, and there would not be any room. Messrs Sweatman and Stenberg, two of the 
Committee, stated that they were fully satisfied that the place was not in a water-lime, and 
that it was being erected according to the committee’s instructions. 
Mr Walker further stated that Mr Jessop had written a long letter to the contractor telling him 
to slop operations and also to the Education Board asking them to have the school shifted, 
and the result was that a telegram came to the contractor from the Education Board telling 
him not to go on with the work ; at the same time writing to Mr McCardle asking who was 
Chairman, Mr Jessop or Mr Walker and Mr McCardle had replied stating that letters should 
in future be addressed to Mr Jessop. 
Mr Waller stated that he had been to Wellington about the matter and he had bean asked to 
convene a meeting of householders to see if they should have a committee of their own to 
manage the school affairs instead of having the Pahiatua Committee to do it for them. He had 
also been accused of having been one sided. Mr Black had been opposed to the building of 
the Mangatainoko school ever since it was first talked of, but for what reason he could not 
understand. Letters were then read from the Education Board about the school. 
Mr Thompson wanted to know if Mr Jessop had been acquainted of the meeting. Mr Walker : 
As far as I am aware he has been told of it. 
Mr Smeatman said he could not give dates re Mr Jessop claiming the position of chairman. 
He remembered Messrs Jessop and Anderson coming to him and stating that they thought a 
meeting should be bald for the purpose of pushing on the school. This was on a Monday 
evening and it was decided that the meeting should be held on the Wednesday previous. 
There were only three of the old committee present but the meeting was held. At that meeting 
three or four others were added to the committee, and as the chairman was absent Mr Jessop 
was appointed chairman pro tern, and that was how he claimed the position of chairmanship. 
It was the opinion of all those present that Mr Walker had done what was right, and that Mr 
Jessop had no right to the position of chairman. 
It was resolved on the motion of Mr Teasdale, seconded by Mr Smeatman, that Mr Walker, 
the chairman of the committee, write to the Education Board asking them to convene a 
meeting of householders for the purpose of electing a school committee for the Mangatainoko 
school, which was carried unanimously. 



A vote of thanks was accorded to the chairman to which he responded staling that if it had not 
been for Mr Walker taking such an active part in the school it would not have been gone on 
with as it had. 
Mr Thompson thought that if Mr Walker was put to any further expense in the matter the 
settlers should subscribe a little towards it. 
All those present agreed to this and the meeting adjourned. 
8th July 1889 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Pahiatua School Committee came off on 
Saturday evening, when the following gentlemen were present:—Messrs A. W. Sedcole, 
Richmond, Greville and Moore. It was resolved on the motion of Mr Richmond, seconded by 
Mi- Moore, that Mr Sedcole take the chair. CORRESPONDENCE. Two letters were read 
from the Education Board re the Mangatainoko School site, and asking the Committee to 
select a site, as they had been 'informed by Mr Jessop that the present one was a water hole, 
—Mr Richmond stated that on receiving the letter, he, in company with Mr Vile, went down 
and found that there were some piles put in the ground and that they had told the contractor if 
the hole was filled up, the present site would be sufficient 
19th July 1889 The following report has been drawn up in connection with the Mangatainoko 
school  and is to be forwarded by Mr Richmond to the Education Board. We have the honor 
to report that we visited the above school now in process of erection, and we find that the 
school is built about 12 foot from the main road frontage, and it is placed about two-thirds 
'over a hollow place, and in our opinion it should have been placed about 30ft further from 
the main road, although from the nature of the formation, (gravel) there is not likely to be any 
water lying under the building, still it would have been better had the hollow been avoided 
altogether. The contractor is now filling in under the school as he had arranged to do. In 
regard to the reserve of eight acres close to the school, from which timber has been taken, we 
beg to state that WO. went through it with Mr J. H. Walker, and we find that Mr Walker did 
obtain the totara piles for the school from off the said section, and he informs us that Mr 
Jessop, your informant, had actually taken timber from it himself, but aside from Messrs 
Jessop and Walker, any timber of value that stood upon the section has been cut out in the 
first place for the purpose of building two ferry punts for the Manawatu and Mangatainoko 
Rivers, and also for building the Mangatainoko bridge when the land belonged to the natives. 
The section, since ft has, been the property of the Government, has been, so far as good 
timber is concerned, valueless, except for the purpose of a few house piles and fencing posts. 
Its present state being that of a struggling piece of tawa bush. We beg to recommend that the 
best thing to be done with it would be to have it felled and grassed, when in all probability it 
would fetch a fair rent.—We have, etc., A. W. Sedcole, P. G. Moore, members Pahiatua 
School, Committee. 
22nd July 1889 The contractor for the Mangatainoko school is making rapid progress- and is 
expected to have the school finished in the course of a few weeks. 
6th September 1889 At a special meeting of the  Masterton School Committee held last night 
a letter was read from the  Education Board stating that Mr Wilson was about to' be  
promoted to the Mangatainoka school, A discussion took place on the  removal of the teacher 
of such an important class as the fourth, the  annual examination being so near  at hand, and 
& resolution was passed informing the Board that the  Committee regret the withdrawal of 
Mr Wilson from the  school, and earnestly request that he may be allowed to stay on until 



after the  examination, From same  [Wellington Education Board ] stating the opening of the 
Mangatainoka school could probably be deferred until the examination of the Masterton 
school was finished. 
31st July 1889 Wellington Education Board The Secretary of the Board was instructed to 
make arrangements for the election of a provisional committee for the Mangatainoko School. 
9th September 1889 Pahiatua School Committee Letter from Education Board, asking the 
Committee to fix boundary between the Pahiatua and Mangatainoko School Districts.—The 
Chairman moved, seconded by Mr Moore, That Messrs Richmond, Sedcole, and Reese 
confer with the Mangatainoko Committee re boundaries, and report at next meeting,— 
Carried. From Education Board, recommending the appointment of Mr Henry Wilson as’ 
headmaster for the Mangatainoko School, and stating that Mr Wilson was at present assistant 
master in Masterton, also forwarding qualifications.—Mr Richmond moved, seconded by Mr 
Sedcole, That the appointment of Mr H. Wilson to the Mangatainoka school be approved.—
Mr Reese ’thought that the Education Board should 'have consulted the Mangatainoka 
Committee', as he did not see what the Pahiatua Committee had to do with it, and moved an 
amendment, which was seconded by Mr Sedcole pro forma. That the letter be referred to the 
Mangatainoko Committee to deal with.—Mr Sedcole said that the Mangatainoko Committee 
were not a proper elected Committee. At present the school was in the Pahiatua district.—The 
motion was carried, and the amendment was declared lost. A letter was also read from the 
Board asking the Committee if they had any objection to a provisional committee being 
formed for the Mangatainoko school.— The Chairman moved that the Committee sees no 
objection to a committee being appointed for the Mangatainoko school. —Seconded by Mr 
Sedcole and carried 
20th September 1889 The Mangatainoko school is to be opened about the first of November 
next, so that parents who have children will be able to send them. It is expected that there will 
be fully 150 children attending the  school at its opening. 
23rd October 1889 The Mangatinoko School opens on Monday 
30th October 1889 The Mangatainoko school was opened on Monday morning by the 
headmaster with an attendance of 60 children. There would have been double the number if 
the Education Board had given proper notice of its opening, whereas there were no 
arrangements made. If proper notice had been given it was the intention of the  settlers to 
open it with a tea-meeting and to have some of the leading people of our district there for the 
purpose of making speeches etc. on behalf of the newly formed district. Several of the settlers 
are not at all pleased with the way in which this part of the work has been carried out. While 
on the subject of the school I will give you an outline of the building. On either side there are 
two large passages to be used for the children to hang their hats and cloaks, and in the middle 
are two class rooms, one for the infants and the other for the higher standards. There are one 
or two things required, namely, a tank, and also a place for the children to wash their hands. 
Both of these should have been seen to. Another thing, the schoolmaster has to work under 
difficulties as the Education Board have not sent him the required necessities such as a black 
board and several other things. These should in my opinion have been forwarded some days 
prior to the school opening. The children speak well of Mr Wilson as their master already, 
and all those who have children of school age in their district should send thorn to school 
now there is one built so close to them. 



4th November 1889 Mr G. Smith of Woodville is the successful tenderer for the erection of a 
residence for the Mangatainoka school teacher. 
4th November 1889 Pahiatua School Committee: The headmaster reported the attendance at 
110, and the roll number at 133, after taking off the number going to the Mangatainoko  
school.   
From G. Gardner and J. Gower, asking for use of the Mangatainoko school on Sundays as a 
Sunday school.—Request granted. From Education Board, re a provisional committee for the 
Mangatainoko school, and asking that a sub-committee be appointed to arrange boundaries. 
Mr Richmond moved, the chairman seconded, That Messrs Sedcole, Moore, and the mover 
be a committee to see Mr Walker and others re the boundaries of the school districts 
MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL. Mr McCardle stated that on Monday last Messrs Wilson and 
Moore came to his residence, and that Mr Wilson had said he  was in want of a pupil teacher. 
Ho asked the consent for Miss Wilson to act as assistant for the time being till the Education 
Board dealt with the matter, and he had  agreed to have Miss Wilson appointed 
temporarily.—Mr McCardle’s action was confirmed. 
The master’s report was read as follows : —I have the honor to inform you that I opened the 
Mangatainoko school last Monday, sixty children being present the first day, twenty-two 
others having been admitted since, so that now I have eighty two on the roll. Several matters 
require the immediate attention of the Committee. 1st. The school is in extreme danger from 
fire from the totara logs and stumps being so close to it A grant should be at once applied for 
this work —or indeed it should be undertaken without waiting for supplies from Wellington.  
2nd. There is no water on the premises, or anywhere close at hand, so that if a fire should 
break out there is absolutely nothing to put it out with. The children, too, have to go 
wandering away in search of a drink. 3rd. The out-office [Toilet where people go to do their 
business] accommodation is anything but satisfactory. A more total disregard for feelings of 
delicacy in children I never saw. 4th. I am at a complete standstill for the want of appliances 
for the school. I have both written and telegraphed to Wellington for them but have received 
no reply. I should be glad if the Committee would urge the Board's attention to the matter. 
Provision should be made at once to increase the staff of the school. I mentioned a young 
lady's name to the Chairman and a member of the Committee for appointment. I wrote to 
Wellington about the matter but have received no reply. I would suggest that a subcommittee 
should be appointed to deal with the matter, with whom I could confer. Mr Reese moved, and 
Mr Moore seconded, That the Chairman and Messrs Richmond and Sedcole be a sub-
committee to confer with Mr Wilson re his suggestion. —Carried.  
20th November 1889 Some four or five of the village settlers intend holding a meeting on 
Monday evening next at the Mangatainoko school for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the best way of celebrating the opening of the school; It is better late than 
never. 
27th November 1889 A meeting of householders convened by Messrs H. B. King, Gower, 
Marsh, and Kemper, was held on Monday evening at the school house, two of there, who 
were the principal movers in the affair, not being present, and about 15 other settlers put in an 
appearance. The first business was the election of a chairman for the evening, and Mr T. 
James was elected. Mr James said he would like to see someone else in the chair, as he was at 
a loss to know what the meeting was called for he only having heard of it a few hours before. 



He was glad to see that there was a school erected  and hoped before long to be able to say 
that everything was going on in a satisfactory manner with a committee of their own. He 
called upon the conveners to state the business. Mr Marsh said that some little time ago ho 
had spoken to several of the settlers with regard to a committee to manage the affairs of the 
school and they were anxious that one should be appointed. The school was at present under 
the Pahiatua School Committee and they were in favor of a provisional committee being 
formed, and as there was no election of school committees till April next, he thought that a 
provisional committee should be formed. The Education Board had promised them a 
committee some time ago, and that was all they had heard about it. The first thing that should 
be done was to consider the boundaries of the school. Mr Sedcole stated that Messrs 
Richmond, Reese, and himself were appointed a sub-committee to confer about the 
boundaries. He pointed out the boundaries (already published). It was resolved on the motion 
of Mr Mr Marsh, seconded by Mr Kemper, that the boundaries shown be adopted and that the 
name of the district be the Pukemiku district. 
Mr Marsh proposed, that Mr James (the chairman) communicate with the Education Board re 
a provisional committee and forward the proposed boundaries and ask the Board convene a 
meeting of householders. 
Mr Sedcole said he thought that the proper course would be for the Chairman to 
communicate with the Secretary of the Pahiatua Committee asking them to forward the 
request to the Board. 
Mr Robinson seconded the motion which was carried. 
Mr Sedcole promised to have the matter seen to first thing on Tuesday morning and said he 
would ask the Secretary to write about it at once. 
TREAT. Mr Marsh said there was a matter that required consideration, namely, the getting up 
of a treat for the children. He suggested that they should have one at the breaking up for the 
Christmas holidays. It was the intention of the settlers to have given a treat at the opening  but 
owing to the short notice and peculiar manner of its being opened they had failed to do so. Mr 
Sedcole said he would like to see something done so that both schools could amalgamate for 
that occasion. The Pahiatua Committee had over £4 for that purpose, and he was almost 
certain that the Pahiatua Committee would amalgamate. He would bring it forward at its next 
meeting. Mr Marsh: Do you think the Pahiatua Committee would amalgamate ? Mr Sedcole: 
I am quite sure they would. Mr Robinson thought they should amalgamate as several children 
had only left the Pahiatua school. It was resolved on the motion of Mr Marsh, seconded by 
Mr 0. Anderson, that the Mangatainoko school amalgamate with Pahiatua for the purpose of a 
school treat, and that three be a committee, and Messrs Marsh, James, and West were 
appointed. Mr Jessop proposed that a subscription list be opened at once and that Mr James 
be treasurer. Seconded by Mr Robinson and carried. A vote of thanks to the chairman and the 
meeting adjourned 
27th November 1889 The Board approved the provisional appointment of Miss Wilson as a 
teacher in the Mangatainoko School. 
9th December 1889 Pahiatua School Committee From Education Board rom same, stating that 
Miss Feist, now certificated assistant at Otaki, had been recommended assistant to the 
Mangatainoko school. —Mr Vile moved, Mr Moore seconded, that the recommendation of 
Miss Feist be approved for the Mangatainoko school. 



MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL. The head master reported the average attendance at 93*4, 
roll number 112. Mr Vile moved, Mr Reese seconded, that the report be adopted and that 
Messrs Sedcole, Reese, and Moore be a Committee to give effect to the previous report of the 
headmaster. Mr Vile moved, Mr Reese seconded, That Messrs Sedcole, Moore and Reese 
deal with the matters in connection with both schools. 
TREAT. Mr Sedcole stated that he attended a meeting of the Mangatainoko School in 
reference to an amalgamated treat and he had promised that the Pahiatua Committee would 
amalgamate. Mr Vile moved that this committee approve of Mr Sedcole’s suggestion and that 
Messrs Sedcole, Moore, and the mover be a committee to carry out the treat and that Mr A. 
W. Sedcole be appointed treasurer. Seconded by the chairman and carried. The meeting then 
adjourned. 
11th December 1889 On last Sunday afternoon service was held for the first time in the new 
Mangatainoko school. The Rev E. 0. Perry preached to a very attentive congregation of about 
60 persons, his subject being Christ asking the woman of Samaria for a drink at the well. We 
understand services will be held in the same school every fortnight for the present and if these 
are well attended there will be service there every Sunday before long. 
30th December 1889 A meeting of the committee of the amalgamated school treat was held 
on Friday evening in Mr Vile’s office when it was decided to charge the sum of 2s [2 
shillings] to all adults that have not subscribed or given to that amount or over, while those 
who have done so will be admitted free It is expected that the treat will cost fully £21. Mr G. 
Smith, the contractor for the Mangatainoko school master’s residence, expects to have the 
building completed in about three weeks’ time. The local band will perform at the school 
picnic on Wednesday 

1890	
1890	 114	 Mangatainoko	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £245	 $46,219	
1890	 114	 Mangatainoko	 Bannister	 May	 	 Assistant	Female	 £60	 $11,319	
1890	 114	 Mangatainoko	 Cole	 Lilian	 	 Assistant	Female	 £60	 $11,319	
1890	 114	 Mangatainoko	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	 Female	Pupil	Teacher		 £20	 $3,773	

May/Mary Bannister started teaching at Carterton in in 1888 and then spent two years at 
Mangatainoka for 2 years before spending one year at Bideford School 
In 1888 The inspector wrote he was quite unimpressed with the teaching of Miss Bannister at 
Carterton School. 1889 Carterton School Committee defend Miss Bannister as a teacher and 
blamed Wellington Education Board for appointment.  
Lilian Cole Only taught for the one year for the Wellington Education Board  In 1891 There 
was a Lilian Cole teaching at Woodlands near Woodville 
 
9th January 1890 The first Committee for the new School  district, Mangatainoka was elected 
last Monday, and resulted as follows Messrs Greville (Chairman), G. Gardner, W, Wyles, T, 
J, James(Secretary), H. King, W. Wakeford, and D. McBeth 
29th January 1890 Authority was given to the Mangatainoko committee to erect a fence out of 
the timber growing on the reserve 
27th March 1890 Mrs Nelson, of the Mauriceville School, was promoted to the position of 
assistant at Mangatainoko. 



A report from the Mangatainoko settlers that the name of their district should be changed to 
Pukemiki was not agreed to, as the Board found that they had not power to make such a 
change.  
28th  March 1890 The Mangatainoko School Committee are very badly treated by the 
Wellington Education Board. The Committee selected Miss Cole as teacher but the Board 
refuse to agree to the selection. Could they show a sufficient reason for their objection there 
might be some reason in it. Miss Cole is an excellent teacher and as good if not better than 
the candidate selected by the Board. Neither are, we understand, certificated; both are 
licensed. Single women are always preferable to married as teachers, and indeed some 
Boards decline to employ married female teachers. The advantage is therefore clearly on the 
side of Miss Cole. The Board's proposal is most unjust to the committee and is another 
instance of that unreasoning autocracy which has been getting the Wellington Board into so 
much trouble of late. This Committee should again represent the case to the Board before 
giving in. 
14th April 1890 Mangatainoko School Committee. 
{From Our Special Reporter), The ordinary monthly, meeting of the above committee was 
held on Saturday night. Present—Messrs Wiles (chair), McBeath, James, Wakeford, Gardner 
and King.  
Mr James proposed that a vole of thanks be recorded to Mrs Schultze for the use of the piano 
when it is required for the school concert—Mr Wakeford seconded—Carried.  
The head master reported as follows; No, on roll 141, average attendance last quarter 116, 
last week 113. Mr Lee, Inspector of schools was to have been here an the 21st inst., but since 
then his visit was postponed until Thursday and Friday ;he 24th and ,25th inst. Mr Wilson 
added as the present committee will go out of office before the next monthly meeting;— ‘ I 
beg to thank you for the courtesy with which 1 have been treated by you during our brief term 
of office." Report adopted. CORRESPONDENCE. From Education Board, stating that Miss 
Cole would be kept on till after the examination and that Mrs Neilson would be notified that 
she must obtain her certificate at next examination, 
ACCOUNTS. Amounting to £4 2s 8d were passed for payment. Several others were passed 
for payment as soon as funds were available.,  
ELECTION. . Mr H. D. Bell offering himself as candidate for the vacant seat. The secretary 
stated that he had not received any communication re the vacancy. The letter was received. .  
ANNUAL REPORT. Messrs James land Gardner were appointed a sub-committee to draw 
up report to be presented at the meeting of householders. 
25th April 1890 The annual meeting of householders of the Pahiatua and Mangatainoko 
School districts will be held on Monday evening at 7.30 p.m., when it is expected that several 
new members will be returned for the local School Committee 
30th April 1890 MANGATAINOKA. The annual meeting of householders was held on 
Monday night, when there were about 50 present. Mr Greville was voted to the chair. The 
Secretary (Mr James) reported that the outgoing committee had been in office since the 6th 
January. Good work had been done with their limited means. They had succeeded in 
disposing of timber on reserve for £2O to Mr Gardner. A schoolmistress has been appointed 
to the school by the Board. The incoming Committee would not find themselves  heavily 
handicapped with outstanding liabilities. The report was adopted.  



ELECTION OF COMMITTEE, The election of Committee resulted as follows:—J. Jessop, 
43; Walker, 40; Greville, 39; J, Rose, 21; W. Wiles, 19; Reid, 16; H. Knight. 15 ; McBeth, 
11: G. Gardner, 11; C. Anderson, 11; H. King, 10; Wakeford, 10; H. Moore, 10; T. J. James, 
9; Stenberg,7 ; Thompson, 1. Messrs Jessop, Walker, Greville, Rose, Wiles, Reid and Knight 
were therefore elected. 
The Chairman congratulated the district on having such an able schoolmaster. 
COMMITTEE MEETING. The newly-elected Committee then met, when Mr Greville was 
elected Chairman and Treasurer, and Mr Wiles, Secretary. 
12th May 1890 MEETINGS AT MANGATAINOKO. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE. From Our Special Reporter. The ordinary monthly meeting of the 
above committee was held on Saturday evening. Present Messrs Greville (chair), Knight, 
Walker, Wiles, Rose, and Reed. The head master’s report was read as follows : The average 
attendance was 111, No on roll, 147. Sickness is answerable for the low average. Mrs Neilson 
was to have commenced her duties on the 1st  May, but up to the present she has not put in an 
appearance. The attendance at the school enables a fourth teacher and the Board are willing to 
retain Miss Cole, her rank to be that of an ex-pupil teacher. Had not Miss Cole been willing 
to remain we should have suffered great inconvenience from Mrs Neilson's absence. At 
present three of us are doing the work of four. Had Miss Cole left the work of four would 
have been left to two. I see by the that some trees are to be distributed to the village settlers. 
Could not the committee at the same time get a grant for the school. I have let a contract for 
stumping and digging a quarter of an acre of garden so the ground would be ready. I should 
like the committee to arrange about the gates,—Report adopted, 
CORRESPONDENCE. From H. D. Bell, withdrawing from the election for Education Board 
in favor of Mr Beetham From Education Board, asking the committee to elect a member for 
the Education Board. 
Mr Walker moved, Mr Knight seconded, that this committee record its vote in favor of Mr 
Hawkins. 
From Education Board, asking the committee to forward an account of the assets and 
liabilities up to the 31st December.—Mr Walker moved that the secretary write informing the 
Board that there was no committee formed until the 7th January, and informing the Board 
that they would have to write to the secretary of the Pahiatua School Committee on the 
subject.—Mr Reed seconded —Carried.  
Mr Jessop here took his seat. 
From A Wagner, complaining about insufficient timber to finish his fencing contract. Mr 
Wiles moved, Mr Jessop seconded, that Mr Wagner be allowed to use heart of rimu to 
complete the work. 
Mr Knight moved as an amendment that Mr Wagner be informed that he must finish the work 
according to specifications. Mr Walker seconded. 
The amendment was carried, 
From Education Board, forwarding £6 for March capitation. Mrs Jeffery's account of £1 14s 
was passed for payment. 
General. The Chairman moved that the Secretary and Mr Jessop be a committee to over haul 
the books so as to put them in correct order. Mr Rose seconded, —Carried. The Chairman 
moved. Mr Rose seconded. That the Board be asked to insist upon Mrs Neilson resuming her 



duties at once, or else appoint a fresh teacher.— Carried. Mr Walker moved that Miss Cole 
be retained as pupil teacher. Mr Reed seconded—Carried. 
It was thought that as soon as the committee were in funds they should procure trees. 
TREES FOR VILLAGE SETTLERS. After the meeting of the School Committee was held a 
meeting that had been convened for the purpose of distributing trees to the village settlers 
was held. Mr T, J, James was appointed to the chair. A telegram was read from Mr W. W. 
McCardle  stating that he could' not attend through other business. Mr Crosbie  proposed that 
a Committee be formed for the purpose of ascertaining the cost of freight etc of the trees, 
which was seconded by' Mr Marsh and carried. The following were appointed a Committee: 
Messrs James, Marsh, Kemper, H. King, Crosbie, Payne and Firmston. Mr James wag elected 
Chairman and treasurer and Mr Marsh Secretary. During the evening the question  arose as to 
who convened the meeting and by whose authority. It was stated it was done through the 
authority of Mr McCardle  and Mr Marsh. 
The meeting  at times was very lively, once one of the settlers told  another that they came 
there to talk about trees and not about the convenor of the meeting and if he wanted to have a 
row  he belter go outside. 
20th May 1890 Mr Tuckey, who has been for some time  in charge of the Tawa Flat school, 
has been transferred to Mangatainoka. 
23rd May 1890 The number of children attending the Mangatainoko School has increased 
wonderfully during the twelve months it has been open, and at the next meeting of the Board 
the question of permanently increasing the teaching staff will be considered. A year ago the 
school was opened with 30 or 40 children, and now the number of pupils is about 150. The 
Rev H. E. Tuckey, the relieving teacher of the Board, will continue to assist Mr Wilson in 
conducting the school until the midwinter holidays 
29th May 1890 Miss Bannister, at present attached to the Mount Cook Girls' School , is to be 
transferred to the permanent staff of the Mangatainoko school , holding the position of 
assistant teacher. 
30th In consequence of the  death of Mr Badland, headmaster of the Waihenga School Mr 
Tuckey, Supernumerary teacher at present in charge of Mangatainoko School, will take the 
vacancy , Mr Bannister, at present at the Mount Cook Boy's School, taking his place at the 
Mangatainoko .School. [Fake news see above] 
30th May 1890 Miss Cole has been appointed to the Mangatainoka School 
16th June 1890 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
From Our Special Reporter. The ordinary monthly meeting was held on Saturday evening. 
Present: Messrs Jessop, Walker, Wiles, Rose, Knight and Reed.  
Mr Wiles moved, Mr Rose seconded that Mr Jessop take the  chair.  
Mr Walker proposed as an amendment that Mr Rose take the chair, but found no seconder 
and the motion was carried. Mr Walker then left the room. CORRESPONDENCE. An 
apology was read from Mr Greville. 
 Headmaster’s report was then read as follows :—No. on roll 130, average attendance 100. 
The Rev. Mr Tuckey was sent by the Board to assist me during the month but owing to the 
death of the master of another school was recalled to take charge of that school and the Board 
sent Miss Banister to take his place. It rests, I believe, with the committee to say whether 
Miss Banister shall be permanently appointed. The back of the school is exceedingly muddy 



and requires .some loads of gravel. It would be a good-thing too if some gratings were made 
to go outside the back doors to enable the children to clean their boots previous to going into 
school. 
Mr Walker here took his seat again.  
The report was adopted. 
 From Education Board, stating that owing to the death of the master at Waitangi 
[Martinborough also known as Waihenga], the Rev Mr Tuckey had to take charge of that 
school, and that the Board had sent np Miss Banister temporarily and it now remained with 
the Committee whether she should be appointed assistant teacher.  
Mr Walker moved, Mr Wiles seconded, that Miss Banister be appointed assistant to the 
school.—Carried.  
inspector’s' report. The Inspector’s report was then read as follows:—Total presented 146, 
actual percentages of passes, 100. Instruction of infants good. This is a new school which has 
rapidly filled. I have never known such a large school to grow in so short a time. I am well 
satisfied with the condition of the school. Reading and singing are well taught. Another 
assistant is required.  
Mr Wiles thought that the report was very satisfactory and the Committee ought to think 
themselves very lucky in having such an able teacher in their midst. The other members 
heartily endorsed what Mr Wiles had stated and the report was adopted. SCHOOL HOURS, 
Mr Walker moved that the school be opened at 10 a.m., half an hour for dinner, then go on to 
2.30 to the first October. Mr Wiles seconded.  
Mr Knight thought that if the hours were changed up to the first of-August the days would be 
-long enough to enable the children to get home before dark. He moved an amendment to that 
effect which was seconded by Mr Rose. The amendment was carried, 
 CLEANING SCHOOL. ' Mrs Jeffrey stated that Mr Walker-had been complaining about the 
price paid for cleaning the school and that she would in consequence terminate her 
engagement.  
The Chairman : It is not Mr Walker’s place to complain personally.  
Mr Walker stated that several of the settlers were complaining about the price paid for school 
cleaning. The Committee had not funds to pay away in this manner 
 Mr Walker then moved that they invite applicants for school cleaning. The motion lapsed for 
want of a seconder. Mr Wiles moved, that Mrs Jeffery be asked to reconsider her 
determination to terminate her agreement. Mr Rose seconded—Carried.  
GENERAL. It was resolved on the motion of Mr Walker that tenders be called for cutting 3 
cords of firewood in 2ft. lengths. Mr Wiles seconded. Messrs Walker and Knight were 
appointed visiting committee for month,  
Accounts amounting to £11 14s were passed. Mr Rose moved, Mr Reed seconded, that the 
visiting committee for the month visit the different families who do not send their children to 
school and ask for explanations and report at next meeting. Resolved that tenders be called 
for the making and erection of three gates at master’s residence. 
 Resolved on the motion of Mr Walker seconded by Mr Reed, that the Secretary write to the 
Minister of Lands for fruit trees for school.—Carried. 
4th July 1890 The committee of the Waihenga School has confirmed the appointment of Mr 
T, Drysdale Wardlaw as head master of the  school, and Mr Wardlaw will enter upon his 



duties at the close of the midwinter holiday, Mr Wardlaw is at present assistant at 
Mangatainoko and his position will be taken by Miss Bait, of the Clyde  Quay school, [Mr 
Wardlaw was definitely at Waihenga in 1890 and Miss Batt was definitely not at 
Mangatainoko at the end of 1890] 
14th July 1890 The ordinary monthly meeting of the above was held on Saturday evening 
when the following were present Messrs Greville (chair), Wiles, Jessop Walker, Reese, 
Knight and Reid.’ 
REPORT. The headmaster reported : -—The average attendance for month was 107,. number 
on roll 131. We break up for mid-winter holidays to-day and re-open on the 21st July, when I 
hope to see several new scholars whose names I have heard, but whose faces unfamiliar to 
me. I am pleased at the end of the first six months of real work to be able to express myself as 
well satisfied upon the whole' with the progress made. Those children whose parents do not 
keep them at home—and there are some who never miss a day—are doing most 
satisfactorily. There are others, however, but I am pleased to say only very few, who are sent 
intermittently, and of course these are falling behind and are acquiring a distaste for school 
from seeing themselves hopelessly distanced by those whose parents are more self-denying 
and send their children regularly. If their selfish or thoughtless parents would only visit the 
school when their children are present they would see how cruelly they are behaving. They 
would see their children dull while the regulars are bright and thence be able to appreciate the 
irreparable injury they are doing. If they once realised this my reminders in the form of 
absence notices would not be disregarded day after day by them. Bat as I have already said 
parents of this class are happily very few. Hence their children are clearly distinguished.—
The report was adopted. 
VISITING COMMITTEE. The visiting committee reported having visited the school daring 
the month and found several matters requiring earliest attention: Grass seed; four loads of 
gravel at back of school; more hat pegs for children’s’ hats; fencing portion of school ground 
for water-closets to divide the boys from the girls, that a concert be arranged to get funds for 
prizes and library for school children; that a working bee be invited to clean a portion of the 
ground for drilling purposes. 
Re nonattendance of certain children it was suggested that the committee take advantage of 
compulsory clauses, as parents seem to forget they are keeping their children at home to their 
own future disadvantage. Mr Jessop. proposed that a truant officer be appointed for the 
Mangatainoko  school district. Mr Wiles seconded.  
Mr Boss moved, Mr Walker seconded, that Mr Jessop be appointed truant officer for the term 
of the committee.— Carried. 
Mr Walker moved, Mr Rose seconded, that Messrs Wiles, Greville, and Knight be a 
committee to assist the master in getting up a concert for school funds.— Carried. 
Mr Wiles moved, Mr Reid seconded, That the necessary fencing, to Water   closets be put in 
hand at once and that Mr Knight confer with master re same— Carried. 
Mr Wiles moved that Messrs Rose and Jessop be authorised to procure grass-seed and have it 
sown over the school ground at once—The Chairman seconded— Carried. 
The following tenders were received for cleaning school Mrs A. Gleeson, 6s per week; Mrs 
Lee, 6s; Mrs Peterson, 6s. It was resolved on the motion, of Mr Wiles, seconded by Mr Reid 



that the three applicants be balloted for as they were all the same price. On the ballot being 
taken Mrs Lee was appointed. 
DEMAND. From Pahiatua School Committee requesting payment of moneys due to them 
viz.. £2 5s 6d. Mr Walker moved, Mr Jessop seconded that the secretary write for detailed 
statement of the amount claimed. The Treasurer reported credit balance at £9 17s Id. 
Accounts amounting to e ordinary monthly meeting of the above was held on Saturday 
evening when the following were present Messrs Greville (chair), Wiles, Jessop Walker, 
Reese, Knight and Reid. 
 REPORT. The headmaster reported : -—The average attendance for month was 107,. 
number on roll 131. We break up for mid-winter holidays to-day and re-open on the 21st 
July, when I expect to see several new scholars whose have heard, but whose faces unfamiliar 
to me. I am the end of the first six months of real work to be able to express myself as well 
satisfied upon the whole' with the progress made. Those children whose parents do not keep 
them at home—and there are some who never miss a day—are doing most satisfactorily. 
There are others, however, but I am pleased to say only very few, who are sent intermittently, 
and of course these are falling behind and are acquiring a distaste for school from seeing 
themselves hopelessly distanced by those whose parents are more self-denying and send their 
children regularly. If their selfish or thoughtless parents would only visit the school when 
their children are present they would see how cruelly they ate behaving. They would see their 
children dull while the regulars are bright and thence be able to appreciate the irreparable 
injury they are doing. If they once realised this my reminders in the form of absence notices 
would not be disregarded day after day by them. Bat as I have already said parents of this 
class are happily very few. Hence their children are clearly distinguished.—The report was 
adopted. 
VISITING COMMITTEE. The visiting committee reported having visited the school daring 
the month and found several matters requiring earliest attention: Grass seed; four loads of 
gravel at back of school; more hat pegs for children’s’ hats; fencing portion of school ground 
for water-closets to divide the boys from the girls, that a concert be arranged to get funds for 
prizes and library for school children; that a work, mg bee be invited to clean a portion of the 
ground for drilling purposes. 
Be non attendance of certain children it was suggested that the committee take advantage of 
compulsory clauses, as parents seem to forget they are keeping their children at home to their 
own future disadvantage. Mr Jessop. proposed that a truant officer be appointed for the 
Mangatainoko school district. Mr Wiles seconded.  
Mr Rose moved, Mr Walker seconded, that Mr Jessop be appointed truant officer for the term 
of the committee.— Carried. 
Mr Walker moved, Mr Rose seconded, that Messrs Wiles, Greville, and Knight be a 
committee to assist the master in getting up a concert for school funds.— Carried. 
Mr Wiles moved, Mr Reid seconded, That the necessary fencing, to Water   closets be put in 
hand at once and that Mr Knight confer with master re same— Carried. 
Mr Wiles moved that Messrs Bose and Jessop be authorised to procure grass-seed and have it 
sown over the school ground at once—The Chairman seconded— Carried. 
The following tenders were received for cleaning school Mrs A. Gleeson, 6s per week; Mrs 
Lee, 6s; Mrs Peterson, 6s. It was resolved on the motion, of Mr Wiles, seconded by Mr Reid 



that the three applicants be balloted for as they were all the same price. On the ballot being 
taken Mrs Lee was appointed. 
DEMAND. From Pahiatua  School Committee requesting payment of moneys due to them 
viz.. £2 5s 6d. Mr Walker moved, Mr Jessop seconded that the secretary write for detailed 
statement of the amount claimed. The Treasurer reported credit balance at £9 17s Id. 
Accounts amounting to £2 11s were passed for payment.  
Mr Knight reported that he had let the contract for gates to master’s house  and it would be 
completed during the coming week.  
Mr Wiles moved, Mr' Rose seconded that Mr Knight’s action be endorsed. Mr Knight moved 
that Mr West be paid as soon as contract is completed.— Carried. Messrs Rose and Jessop 
were appointed visiting committee for month 
8th August 1890 Pahiatua School Committee From Secretary of Mangatainoko School 
Committee, asking for detailed accounts. The Secretary stated they had been furnished. 
11th August 1890 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
(From Our Special Correspondent.) The ordinary monthly meeting of the above was held on 
Saturday evening, when the following were present —Messrs Greville (chair), Reed, Walker, 
Rose, Knight, and Jessop.  
Head-master's report. The Head-Master’s report was then read as follows. No. on roll 135, 
average attendance 106. I saw by the newspaper report of the committee’s last meeting that 
Mr Jessop was appointed to act as truant inspector. I am sorry to be obliged to report that 
those referred to in my last report as not having put in an appearance have not done so yet, so 
I hope he will be re-appointed for another month. With regard to the entertainment we have 
made a commencement with an operetta, and I hope to have it ready by the 19th of next 
month.  
Some shingle is urgently required at the back of the school.—Report adopted. _ 
Mr Jessop reported as follows. I have visited several parents as regards their children not 
attending school and am informed that as soon as the weather takes up their children will be 
sent regularly.  
Mr Rose procured grass-seed and sowed it on the 16th July.  
On the 19th July Mr Wilson, called my attention to the cleaning of the school. I found the 
work done in a most slovenly manner. I estimate the cost for a foot fence at £2 12s.— Report 
adopted.  
Mr Walker moved that the Board be written to asking for their authority to fence the 
playground and that the Secretary also ask for more hat pegs.—The Chairman seconded.—
Carried. 
 The Chairman moved, Mr Reid seconded, that a vote of thanks be accorded to Messrs Rose 
and Jessop for sowing the school ground with grass seed. CORRESPONDENCE, From 
Education Board, forwarding .£5 capitation for June quarter. From Pahiatua School 
Committee, forwarding details of account asked for in £2 4s 6d. From G. Smith, Woodville, 
requesting payment of his account of £1 5s for fixing pump. The treasurer reported the credit 
balance at bank at £7 5s 7d. Resolved that the secretary write to the Board for lavatories for 
the school. Mr Rose moved, Mr Walker seconded, that Messrs Greville and Knight sign 
cheques in- future owing to the secretary being away. This concluded the business. 



15th September 1890 A grand operetta is to be given in the Mangatainoko school on Friday, 
and at Pahiatua on Saturday 
15th September 1890 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
From Our Special Correspondent, The regular monthly meeting was held on Saturday. 
Present—Messrs Greville (chair), Bose, Jessop, Reid, Knight, Walker. 
CORRESPONDENOE. A letter from the Education Board was read stating that no decision 
can be made about the lavatories asked for until estimates of cost are furnished.—Mr Walker 
suggested that the work might  be combined with that of fencing and shelter sheds which 
would soon have to be provided for.— 
Mr Wilson, schoolmaster, considered £10 would fit np lavatories independent of fitting the 
tanks promised by the Board. Mr G. Gardner applied for an extension of the time allowed for 
removing timber from the Reserve on account of the recent bad weather. —In reply to one of 
the committee,  the Chairman explained the conditions of Mr Gardner’s contract, and it  was 
resolved on the motion of Mr Walker, seconded by Mr Knight, that the time be extended to 
31st October.  
The Chairman stated he had called on Mrs Lee and found that she had not understood what 
duties were required by her. The Visiting Committee reported that the hat pegs had not 
arrived, the desks and furniture had been cut about by the boys and the window blinds. were 
out of order.  
The Chairman considered that the use of the school for other than school purposes was a 
matter requiring attention.  
The Mangatainoko Co-operative Society had lately advertised the school as its office, 
although no application for its use use had been made to the Committee. 
Mr Walker moved, the Chairman seconded, That all standing resolutions re charges for the 
use of the school be rescinded. This was carried.  
Mr Walker moved, That the following be the scale of charges, for church services' 1 shilling 
per day, political meetings £l, concerts and all other meetings 7s 6d, those who hire the 
building to be responsible for any damage done whilst in their use."  
Mr Reid seconded the motion, which was carried. Mr Reid considered the charges for 
electioneering meetings was excessive, but was outvoted, the committee being generally of 
opinion that politicians are fair game.  
A question arose as to lighting, Mr Rose pointing out that the school committee had never 
purchased any lighting materials but had always borrowed the church lights. Mr Walker 
moved, the Chairman seconded, That lamps be procured at a cost of about £3.—Carried. Mr 
Reid accepted the post of custodian for the ensuing month, Mrs Lees account of £2 for 
cleaning was passed tor payment.  
The committee then went into arrangements for the concerts to be held at the school on 
Friday and at Pahiatua on Saturday. 
17th September 1890 The date of the operetta entertainment at Pahiatua is changed to the 
19th, tod at Mangatainoko to the 20th. 
24th September 1890 Wellington Education Board It was decided to contribute £10 towards 
the cost of fencing the Porirua School, and  £3 for similar work at Mangatainoko, where also 
provision will be made for tanks. 



13th October 1890 Mangatainoko School Committee The meeting was held on Saturday 
night. Present Messrs Greville (chairman), Walker, Wiles, Knight, Read, Jessop, King, and 
Rose.  
The headmaster reported : Number on rolls 152, average attendance for the month 117, for 
last month 114. A case of typhoid fever occurred within the district and there was a slight 
suspicion it might have been contracted at the school. To make quite sure that no further 
cases should occur  (if it arose from the school premises, which is doubtful) I took upon 
myself to procure some disinfectant at once and thoroughly disinfected the closets. I should 
be glad to receive your approval of my action, I should be glad if the Committee would 
procure me a copy of Kirk’s New Zealand Forest Trees and Buller’s New Zealand Birds, as I 
wish to use them as text books in giving object lessons. The cost would be 17s. The hat pegs 
have arrived from Wellington so that they await someone to put them up. When the carpenter 
is at work could he not put up the blinds Mr Rose reported as being required ? The 
anniversary of the opening of the school will be on the 22nd instant. Would it not be 
appropriate to get up a working bee to clear part of the playground, with say a tea meeting In 
the afternoon, and distribution of prizes in the evening,  
Mr Walker was authorised to get hat pegs and blinds put up. Messrs Walker, Read, and Rose 
were appointed sub-committee to consult with the master re purchase of prizes for children 
and the advisability of getting up an entertainment for the distribution of prizes on the 28th 
inst.  
Letter received from the Board granting £3 for erecting fence and suggesting that a well be 
sunk instead of tanks for school purposes.—After discussion it was decided to apply for 2 
tanks. Mr Knight was instructed to call tenders for erection of dividing fence. The Secretary 
was requested to call tenders for falling bush on the school reserve. 
An account of £1 4s for school cleaning was passed for payment. The truant inspector, J. 
Jessop, reported two or three families in the district who neglected sending their children to 
school. —It was decided to warn them if they did not send their children to school steps 
would be taken to make them do so. 
Mr Walker was appointed custodian for the ensuing month and Mr Jessop visiting inspector. 
The Chairman reported the proceeds from the late concerts was £17 Is 9d. The Treasurer was 
instructed to pay all accounts incurred on account of concerts. 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the head trustee for his efforts in getting up the 
concerts and the committee congratulated him on the efficient manner in which he trained the 
children for the occasion ; also a vote of thanks to those settlers who provided refreshments 
and otherwise assisted at the concerts. 
31st October 1890 The use of the Mangatainoko school has been granted by the 
Education Board on certain conditions for election purposes 
17th December 1890 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
(From Our Own Correspondent.) The above school committee met on Saturday. Present— 
Messrs Knight, Jessop, Rose and Wiles. Mr Knight was elected to the chair. The Head Master 
reported the number on roll 152 and average 127. A letter was read from Education Board 
enclosing plan and specifications for lavatories.—Resolved that tenders be called for the 
erection of lavatories. A letter of apology was read from Mr Greville re non-attendance. 



Accounts amounting to £2 6s 6d were passed for payment. It was resolved to have a tea 
meeting and distribution of prizes on Friday next. 
24th December 1890 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL 
The following were the prize-takers :  
Standard I—B. Wakeford, Barlow, K. Bentley, E. Robinson, M. Wakeford, A. Gardner, H. 
Gower, E. Hayward, T. McLean, C. Neilson, E. Quarterman, E. Thompson, R. Trengrove, W. 
Walther, W. Wiles, C. Anderson, Violet Quarterman, S. Roberts, F. Shadbolt, Louise 
Stenberg, S. Walker. Martino Luoni.  
Standard ll.—Peter Petersen, W. Jeffery, L. Luoni, Thos. McMullen, H. Quarterman, F. 
Perreau, David Taggart, Geo. West, Rose Bagley, R. Bentley, Jessie Gleeson, Mary Kennedy, 
Ellen Nicol, Mary Shadbolt, M. Graham, Smeaton, Annie Walker, Standard III.—Walter 
Bagley, Arthur Wilson, Scott Wilson, Kate Gleeson.  
Standard IV.—Henry Kennedy.  
Standard V.—Hengist Greville, Margaret McMullin.  
Standard VI. —Hector Gardner.  
Attendance prizes.—Henry Kennedy, Kate Gleeson, Jessie Gleeson, Mary Kennedy, 
Charlotte Anderson, Ellen Robinson, Mary Ann Kench, Lars Anderson, Florence Walker, 
Alfred Anderson.  
Chairman’s Prize, most popular girl.— Fanny Knight; most popular boy, W. McBeth. 
Perseverance—M. A. McBeth, A. Gordon. 

1891	
1891	 143	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £245	 $45,813	
1891	 143	 Mangatainoka	 Bannister	 Mary	 	 Assistant	Female	 £60	 $11,219	
1891	 143	 Mangatainoka	 Wright	 Mary	M	 	 Assistant	Female	 £60	 $11,219	

1891	 143	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher		 £20	 $3,740	

May/Mary Bannister started teaching at Carterton in in 1888 and then spent two years at 
Mangatainoka for 2 years before spending one year at Bideford School 
In 1888 The inspector wrote he was quite unimpressed with the teaching of Miss Bannister at 
Carterton School. 1889 Carterton School Committee defend Miss Bannister as a teacher and 
blamed Wellington Education Board for appointment.  
 
9th January 1891 We regret to learn of the death yesterday morning of Mrs Wilson, wife of 
Mr H. Wilson, the popular teacher of the Mangatainoko school. _ Mrs Wilson has been for 
Borne time an invalid, and leaves, besides a sorrowing husband, a family of about seven 
young children to mourn her 
14th January 1891 From our Own Correspondent SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The committee met on Saturday last. Present: Messrs Greville (chair), Wiles, Jessop, and 
Rose. 
It was decided to call tenders at once for erection of lavatories and fence. Owing to the recent 
death of Mrs Wilson, as a mark of respect the Committee adjourned the meeting till next 
week. 
Elizabeth Sarah Wilson aged 36 



Mangatainoka Cemetery Records shows Date of Death 8th January. Date of Internment 9th 
January   
Notes Has a discrepancy between the original records and the epitaph on the grave marker. The 
age differs. Headstone Inscription: Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth Sarah, wife of Henry 
Wilson, school master. Died 8th Jan. 1891, aged 35 years. Also a plaque: In memory of Hilda 
Margaret Moir, 14.12.1886 - 7.8.1972. Daughter of Henry and Sarah Wilson, and of Margaret 
Fraser Newton, 6.9.1918 - 10.6.2004. Daughter of George and Hilda Moir. No mention of Hilda 
Moir in the database or in the original records. 

1871	 1871/32272 Wilson William Barrett Elizabeth Sarah Henry 

1873	 1873/12882 Wilson Mary Henrietta Elizabeth Sarah Henry 

1874	 1874/46987 Wilson Francis Prendeville Elizabeth Sarah Henry 

1876	 1876/13727 Wilson Henry Leonidas Elizabeth Sarah Henry 

1878	 1878/9249 Wilson Ruth Elizabeth Elizabeth Sarah Henry 
1880	 1880/10794 Wilson James Scott Elizabeth Sarah Henry 
1882	 1882/7238 Wilson Arthur Benjamin Elizabeth Sarah Henry 
1884	 1884/11892 Wilson Walter Vaughan Elizabeth Sarah Henry 
1887	 1887/15547 Wilson Hilda Margaret Elizabeth Sarah Henry 

 
19th January 1891 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
(From our own Correspondent,/ 
The adjourned meeting was held on Saturday night, when the Head Master’s report was read 
and adopted. The Head Master was authorised to obtain any stationery required for the 
school. A circular was received from Education Board re audit of school committee accounts. 
A wordy warfare here occurred between the sub-committee, Messrs Rose and Jessop, who 
had been appointed to call tenders for necessary works, but" the chairman interfered and 
brought the argument to an end without serious results. 
Resolved, That Messrs Wiles and Rose be a sub-committee to prepare specifications for 
clearing ground, erection of the tanks, and to call for tenders for the same, and also for the 
erection of lavatory in accordance with the  specifications sent by the  Board. 
Resolved, That the chairman open the tenders and inform the  Board of the prices, and if the 
Board authorise the work the Chairman to accept a tender. 
Accounts to the amount of £5 5s were passed for payment. The Chairman stated that it had 
come to his knowledge that one of the committee  (Mr Jessop) had been collecting money 
from several persons in the district for the children's prize fund and had not yet given an 
account of it to the Committee. A lengthy discussion ensued about it. It was proposed by Mr 
Walker and seconded by Mr Rose, that Mr Jessop refund any monies collected by him to the 
parties he got it from. The motion was put to the members and carried, Messrs Jessop and 
Wiles voting against. 
28th January 1891 After the school committee meeting closed on Saturday, the committee 
converted itself into a sort of “ free and easy.” the subject being generally the Maori names of 
places and their origin. Some very curious anecdotes were told about the same, one member 
expressing himself as very indignant at the way the Examiner spelt the word Mangatainoka, 
also as to the cool treatment that paper gave the place when it could speak so loudly of the 
Pahiatua school and another place close by. 



28th January 1891 MANGATAINOKO. 
(From Our Own Correspondent.) 
It is reported that one of the  persons from whom Mr Jessop obtained money for the school 
without the committee’s authority intends taking proceedings in the matter. 
After the school committee meeting closed on Saturday, the committee converted itself into a 
sort of “ free and easy.” the subject being generally the Maori names of places and their 
origin. Some very curious anecdotes were told about the same, one member expressing 
himself as very indignant at the way the Examiner spelt the word Mangatainoka, also as to 
the cool treatment that paper gave the place when it could speak so loudly of the Pahiatua 
school and another place close by.  
The Salvation Army besieged the settlement on Sunday, and crowds of people were to be 
seen flocking to their barracks —the celebrated ex-brewery which has been leased for six 
months. Amongst them were' to be seen many larikins and no doubt there would be many 
more if Mr Jessop had it still “ on draught."  
[Our correspondent should take the  hint, wake up and bring Mangatainoko to the  fore. What 
is the correct spelling of the name according to the member ? Ed. Woodville Examiner.] 
29th January 1891 Efforts are being made to unseat Mr Jessop, a member of the 
Mangatainoka school committee 
30th January 1891 A meeting of the Mangatainoka School Committee was field on Saturday 
evening, The business seemed chiefly to consist of an enquiry into the result which attended 
the spirited endeavors of the irrepressible Mr Jessop in collecting subscriptions for the late 
school treat. Mr Jessop is a member of the committee. The amount uncounted for (in the 
opinion of the committee) did not seem commensurate with the amount of labor expended by 
Mr Jessop in collecting it. Indeed, definite information was in the possession of the Chairman 
that more than the amount accounted for had been subscribed, and as Mr Jessop had 
persistently ignored the invitation of the committee to "cash up - ' or explain the matter, a 
motion that his action in collecting monies and expending it without the committee's consent 
was deserving of grave censure and requesting him to resign his position as a member of the 
committee, was unanimously carried. A further motion that the attention of "the authorities" 
be directed to the matter, was also carried. 
9th February 1891 The correct way of spelling as given by the Committeeman is 
Mangatainoka. As I have heard nothing further of the trouble between Jessop and the School  
committee I should think the matter had dropped 
13th February 1891 Margaret Wilson passed her third year Pupil Teacher examination 
19th February 1891 The Mangatainoka School Committee, at their last meeting, intimated 
their intention of enforcing the compulsory clauses of the Education Act if the continued 
carelessness on the part of parents renders it necessary 
25th February 1891 The estimate of £50 presented by the Mangatainoko Committee for the 
fencing of their grounds was considered excessive. It was decided  that instead of making a 
grant for the purpose tenders should be invited 
26th February 1891 In a long report on the recent  Pupil Teacher’s examination was: In 
science the two best papers were those of Margaret Wilson, Mangatainoko, and Caroline 
Kelliher, Fernridge. 
7th March 1891 Mr Fleming will insect Mangatainoko on 16th and 17th March 



Completed O up to 31st March 1891 Only 
18th March 1891  A meeting of the Mangatainoka School Committee was held on Saturday 
evening. 
25th March 1891 (From Our Own Correspondent.) A special meeting was held on Saturday to 
consider the action of the headmaster , in thrashing and expelling a boy named Lehoney, a 
complaint having been lodged by the boy’s father, who was in attendance. The facts of the 
case are as follows It appears the master had told the boy he must not go to the river to swim 
for a fortnight. On going home he told his parents of this, and they told him he could go and 
swim whenever he liked  but must not be late for school. 
Mr Lehoney told the Committee he did this for two reasons. He considered it good for the 
boy’s health, and he also wanted him to learn to swim. On the day following, during the 
dinner hour, the boy with others went for a swim, but returned in time for school. The master, 
hearing of this, called them up for punishment. The boy Lehoney refused, saying he had his 
father’s permission to do so, whereupon the master thrashed him unmercifully, so much so 
that he had to keep to his bed for some days. On returning to school on Monday last the 
master expelled him. Two of the committee reported having seen the boy and stated that he 
was badly bruised, and stated that no man in his cool senses could thrash a boy to such an 
extent. A question arose as to whether a school master had control over children during 
dinner hour. Mr Wilson was called, and in answer to questions stated that the Act required 
him to take cognisance of the behaviour of the children in coming and going from school. He 
had thrashed the boy for disobedience, not for swimming. He would have thrashed him till he 
did give in. He would take the boy back to school if it could be done in such a way as not to 
reduce his power over the school. Lehoney stated he had no objection to sending his boy back 
to school, nor did he object to him being punished for disobedience, but not in such a cold-
blooded way as he considered had been done. He thought civilization top far advanced in this 
nineteenth century to allow such attacks. Ha would certainly have taken action against Mr 
Wilson but for the fact that he had a large family to keep, but he wanted the Committee to 
censure the master for his action. The Chairman remarked that the committee must either 
endorse or disapprove of the master’s action in this matter. It was the duty of the committee 
to assist the master in the discipline of the school. The master’s position was a peculiar one, 
and as a rule teachers were neither angels nor ordinary beings. He certainly did not agree with 
the master in expelling the boys but if possible he would like to see the matter compromised. 
After some discussion the enquiry ended in the following resolution : Moved by Mr Knight, 
seconded by Mr ‘Walker, that this committee does not endorse the action of the head-master 
in expelling the boy from school, and that he be re-instated and that the father and the master 
be Written to that effect. Mr Walther also attended to lodge a complaint against the master 
but as that was a special meeting he was asked to place it in writing at the next meeting. 
2nd April 1891 Miss Evans, travelling teacher of the Education Board, will visit the 
following schools during the month : Included Mangatainoko on 23rd April 
15th April 1891 MANGATAINOKO SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The meeting was held on Saturday. Present —Messrs Greville (chair), Knight, Wiles, Reed 
and Walker.  
The master's report was read and adopted, the average attendance being 149.  



The visiting member reported; According to instructions I have had earth put in closets. I 
have also instructed contractor to prepare and fix boards for the windows. I would 
recommend that applications be made to the County Connell for permission to erect fence 
one-half chain from main road, the road here being two chains wide. [One chain =20.12 
metres] I would also beg to again draw the attention to the urgent need for shelter sheds for 
the coming winter. The lavatories are nearly complete J H. Walker.  
A letter was received from Education Board asking committee to nominate member for 
vacant seat on the Board. Proposed by Mr Knight, seconded by Me Wilks, that this Council 
nominate Mr McCardle.—Carried. An amendment by Mr Walker, seconded by Chairman, 
that Mr Lancaster be nominated, was lost on a division. Tenders were received and opened 
for 64 chains fencing, as follows:—T. J. James (informal) £77 10s, R. Thompson £79 9s 4d, 
Humber & Co. .£80, H. W. Knight £81, A. Larsen £84 10s 8d, Anderson & Burgess £88, 
Thompson’s tender was accepted subject to the Board’s approval.  
A warm discussion here took place n Constable Cooper’s action in Jessop's case It was 
thought the Committee had no further action considering those from whom the money had 
been obtained would not take action.  
A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman for his able and impartial manner of 
conducting the meetings for the past 12 months.  
The Chairman thanked the members for their assistance at -all times.  
The Chairman proposed, Mr Walker seconded, That the Committee record a hearty vote of 
thanks to the teaching staff for the efficient manner in which they have performed their 
duties.  
Accounts amounting to £4 11s 4d were passed for payment. 
20th April 1891 The Mangatainoka school was examined on Thursday and Friday last by Mr 
Fleming M.A., Inspector of schools with the following results;— Standard VI. Presented 1, 
passed 1 ; Standard V. presented 3, passed 3; standard IV. presented 8, passed 6 ; standard III. 
presented 29, passed 24; standard II. presented 25, passed 28; standard I. presented 32, passed 
30. Absent from examination 7, excepted 3, failed 6, passed 92.[Standard 2 is as printed] 
29th April 1891 School Committee Elections  
A meeting of householders was held on Monday evening to elect a committee for the ensuing 
year.  
The Chairman gave a report of the Committee's doings during the past year, which was 
adopted.  
A hearty vote of thanks was given to the retiring Committee for the manner in which they had 
done their work dating the past year.  
The chairman stated there were eight nominations in, but two of them, Messrs Knight and 
Hunter, were not eligible for election, and Mr Walker having withdrawn, there were two 
vacancies. Messrs Quarterman, Trengrove, and Walker were nominated with the result that 
Messrs Wilds, Rose, Reed. Robinson, Walker, Quarterman, and Trengrove were duly elected.  
The Committee then met and  elected Mr Wilds as chairman.' Mr Greville our former 
chairman, offered to undertake the duties of secretary and treasurer was accepted, 
The second Saturday of each month was decided upon as the time to meet 
29th April 1891 Wellington Education Board The tenders for the fencing work at 
Mangatainoko were found to be too high. .The matter was left to the Chairman to deal with 



30th April 1891 School Committee Mangatainoka. —Wills, Rose, Reid, Robinson, 
Quarterman, Trengrove, Walthers, Mr Wills was elected chairman. 
13th May 1891 Mr Fleming, who recently inspected the school, reports as follows;—
Excellent work has been done in this school during the year in standard and class subjects. 
The recitation and singing were excellent, writing being weak through the school, Part of the 
playground ought to be cleared to make a suitable place for drilling the  children. Percentage 
of passes, 75; additional marks, 90.  
The above report speaks highly in the praise of Mr Wilson as a teacher, considering this is the 
first examination so to speak that has taken place, as the school has only been in existence 18 
months, and. having children of all sorts and kinds from every part of the colony brought 
together. First he had to drill them into discipline and then instruct them in subjects, and I 
think what has been accomplished speaks volumes in his favor. 
Another thing which speaks well for the parents of the children in this school district, and I 
do not think can be excelled or even equalled anywhere in the Bush District, is an average 
constant attendance of 87 per cent of the number on the roll. Considering that 60 per cent on 
the roll are infants, and in a country district, in many cases having long distances to travel, the 
average percentage attendance beats the Pahiatua and Woodville schools by a goodly 
number. 
17th June 1891 he monthly meeting of the School Committee was held on Saturday, Present: 
Messrs Wiles (chair), Bose, Read, Walther, Robinson and Quarterman.  
The master reported average attendance for month 147, He complained that several parents in 
the district were neglecting sending the children to school. —It was resolved that the parents 
be written to.  
A circular was received from the Education Board stating that the Greytown Committee were 
asking that-county scholarships should be raised from £30 to £60 and asking various 
Committee's opinion.—Resolved that this Committee endorse the action of Greytown 
Committee and Mr McCardle as bush member be notified to that effect.  
Visiting members reported that there were no wash bowls in the lavatories and stated that he 
had footpath metalled,—The Committee decided to get washbasins at once. 
 Mr Robinson was appointed custodian for the month. Accounts amounting to £l 7s 6d were 
passed for payment. 
3rd July 1891 The school closes on Thursday for winter holidays. Mr Wilson intends taking a 
trip to Christchurch 
8th July 1891 Teacher Grading included Miss Cole who takes the Woodland road school 
[Hawkes Bay Education Board ] and Miss Bannister are in E4 grade 
10th July 1891 Mr H. Wilson of Mangatainoka, is gazetted in B1, the second highest grade of 
teachers in the service 
15th July 1891 Wellington Education Board Assistant Mangatainoka £60 
12th August 1891 MANGATAINOKA SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The school committee meeting was held on Saturday night all members being present.  
The headmaster reported : I have the honor to inform you that the average attendance since 
the holidays has been 142, No on roll 180, highest attendance 157. With regard to Mr Lee's 
stricture about my closing school 1 ½  days before the date fixed by the Board. I think he 



means that he enters it as a protest against a b reach of uniformity in the matter of holidays, 
so as to prevent heart burnings on the part of teacher.  
The operetta will be ready for public performance and I propose to render it in the school the 
2nd Saturday in next month and at Pahiatua the following Monday. There will be a good deal 
of work to be done and I hope to receive the assistance of the Committee.   
CORRESPONDENCE. From Miss Cole resigning as teacher, having been appointed to 
Woodlands Road school.—Accepted.  
Mr Hill inspected the school on June 30 and reports as follows :—Attended on that day 161, 
on roll 178. The attendance is good, and the children appear to enjoy school life. With the 
exception of Miss Wilson’s room the rooms are well furnished, and floors clean. The 
diagrams in the large room are hung too high. The ground should be fenced as indicated by 
me in the log book, and a special report to the Board. It should also be planted. Much has 
already been done by the teacher and pupils to clear the ground. The management of the 
school is good in the discipline, order, system, and arrangements. The school closed 2 days 
before the date fixed by the Board for the holidays to begin, the Master alleging that he had 
urgent business in Christchurch, and , that he had written to the Board and obtained leave of 
the Committee. I do not think such a reason in future should t hold good for wasting the time 
of 178  pupils for two days. 
 I was much pleased with the rehearsal of an operetta got up by the master and pupils, “ Dick 
Whittington and his cat.” 
 Letter from Board suggesting an Arbor Day, also an invitation to Committee to opening of 
offices and Technical school..  
The Committee decided that it would be useless planting till such times as the Board fenced a 
paddock for children who ride to school to put horses in, and the Board be written to that 
effect.  
Resolved that the Board be written to complaining of the Board allowing a teacher to leave 
school without appointing another to fill the place, the teaching staff being short for over a 
week, and no means of it being filled.  
Mr Robinson was authorised to get some  firewood and he was appointed visiting : inspector 
for the month.  
Accounts amounting to £17 were passed for payment. 
13th August 1891 The appointment of Miss Wright, as pupil teacher of the Mangatainoka 
school, has  been confirmed by the local committee \. 
4th September 1891 The children of the Mangatainoka public school will give an 
entertainment at their school on Saturday the 12th inst, and at the Public Hall, Pahiatua, on 
the following Monday.—The bill-of-fare consists principally in the operetta Whittington and 
his Cat. This is a splendid piece of sparkling gems to which the children’s’ voices should do 
full justice. Mr Wilson is to be complimented on getting up the entertainment, and we have 
no doubt the result will be highly satisfactory from every point of view. 
Lilian Cole Only taught for the one year for the Wellington Education Board  In 1891 There 
was a Lilian Cole teaching at Woodlands near Woodville 
4th September 1891 Mr "Wilson is getting on famously with the operetta and without doubt as 
a treat in store for those who go to see it on Saturday week when he intends producing it here. 



11th September 1891 We draw the attention of our readers ;to the alteration in the date on 
which the Children of the Mangatainoka school give their entertainment, "Whittington and 
His Cat, at Pahiatua. Friday, the 11th inst. being substituted for Tuesday the 14th. The 
children are making good progress with their rehearsals and there can be no doubt the 
operetta will be given in a manner that will do credit to the school. We hope to see a bumper 
house 
11th September 1891 The final rehearsal of “ Dick Whittington” on Thursday afternoon was 
very successful, and a rare treat will be provided for those who patronise this charming 
operetta. About 40 of the Mangatainoka school children will take part in the choruses. Mr 
Wilson and- his pupils deserve a bumper house. 
14th September 1891 On Friday evening last Messrs Sullivan and Corby's hall was well filled 
on the occasion of the production of the operetta “ Whittington and his cat ” by the 
Mangatainoka School-children. The young people presented a very pleasing appearance and 
showed that a large amount of care had been taken in the preparation of the music. The 
rendering of the solos was exceedingly well done and the choruses were well balanced, the 
voices of the boys and girls, about 40 in number, blending in excellent harmony. “Trip Trip " 
chorus was very prettily executed. Several encores were called for and the audience gave 
every indication of being thoroughly satisfied with the performance. At intervals recitations, 
songs, and musical selections were given. Mr Wilson conducted the youngsters, of whom he 
may well be proud, and he may rest assured that his efforts on their behalf are thoroughly 
appreciated by their parents and the public. A word of praise is due to Mrs Greville for the 
valuable assistance given by her in preparing the dresses in which the piece was mounted. 
The same programme was repeated on Saturday evening at the School, Mangatainoka, to a 
large and appreciative audience. About £22 was taken between the two places. 
12th October 1891 MANGATAINOKA SCHOOL. 
The Committee met on Saturday. Present : —Messrs Wyles (chairman), Robinson, Reid, 
Rose, and Quarterman.  
The attendance during the month was reported as follows: average 143, on roll 188. The 
visiting committee recommended gravelling the paths and stumping the girls’ play ground, 
also that Mr Wilson be thanked for the success of the operetta. The report was adopted. 
 A proposal made to utilise some of the operetta funds to improve the ground was opposed on 
the ground that the money had been raised for prizes.—Mr Wilson said the nett result was £ 
14. He disapproved of giving every child who had passed a prize as only four had failed. He 
favored purchasing an instrument for the school.—On the motion of the Chairman, seconded 
by Mr Quarterman, it was resolved to spend £10 on prizes and £4 on improving grounds. 
Messrs Rose, Robinson, Quarterman and Wyles were appointed a committee to assist the 
master in selecting and distributing the prizes. 
It was resolved to ask the Board to repair the master’s chimney, and forward Mr James’s 
account re lavatories to them.  
Mr Wilson said the bush in front of the school interfered with the light and suggested that 
some of it should be felled.— As the bush is on an unvested reserve it was decided to 
approach the Land Board on the matter. 
Mr Robinson was appointed visitor for the month and the meeting adjourned. 
20th October 1891 The Eketahuna School Committee. 



Eketahuna, This Day. At the School Committee meeting last evening, the following 
correspondence was read:—From the Education Board refusing subsidy.—From Inspector 
Lee advising that creek be filled in in school ground.—From Mr Wilson, Mangatainoka 
school, re bringing children for opera on a guarantee of £5 5s.—Offer declined. 
26th October 1891 The Mangatainoka School Committee hold a special meeting on Saturday 
at which the resolution appropriating £ 4 from the operetta fund for improving the school 
ground was rescinded. 
14th November 1891 First Grade Drawing Examination for Wellington Educational District 
Mangatainoko.— Annie Anderson, W. H. Bagley good, Annie Dick good, Fanny Gardener, 
W. Jeffrey, Robina Jeffrey, Mary A. McBeth, H. Quarterman, Mary G. Smeaton, H. 
Stenberg, Mary Shadbolt, D. Taggart, A. Newgrove, B. Taggart, Alice S. Wiles, Jas. S. 
Wilson, A, B. Wilson. 
26th November 1891 An effort is being made to secure a practical lesson in butter making at 
the Mangatainoko school by Mr Dons, assistant dairy instructor 
14th December 1891 The schools in the Pahiatua district break up for the summer holidays on 
Thursday next, which afternoon will be made the occasion at Mangatainoko for presenting 
prizes, holding a swimming contest for the boys, and a picnic with amusement for the other 
children. To encourage the art of swimming is most commendable, and the boys are on the 
whole becoming very expert. 
15th December 1891 Mr Robinson, one of the members o f the Mangatainoka School 
Committee, has promised two valuable books as prizes in the boys swimming contests on 
Thursday 
16th December 1891 Wellington Education Board A sum of £15 for fencing was granted to 
the Mangatainoko School Committee 
18th December 1891 BREAKING UP FOR HOLIDAYS 
Special to Examiner [Woodville Newspaper], The school broke up for the holidays yesterday 
afternoon, and as had been arranged it was made the occasion for presentation of prizes, and 
the afternoon Was devoted to a kind of picnic for the scholars, at which the boys engaged in 
swimming contests. The committee were present, and a number of the parents of the children, 
but it is to be hoped that on another occasion of the kind they will be in a larger attendance. 
Of the relations between committee, teacher, and scholars yesterday afternoon was sufficient 
to show how well they are in accord. The girls and younger children were not forgotten, and 
races and scrambles were frequently made for lollies and sweetmeats.  
About 3 o'clock the swimming events were started, and were curried on at intervals till 5 
o’clock, when a return was made to the school. Amongst the boys there are several expert 
swimmers, and the first race was splendidly contested, and but that a mistake was made in the 
course would have been an exciting finish. The long diving and deep diving did not bring out 
so many competitors. The boy Neilson, though not a scholar, was pressed to enter to make it 
more interesting, and won, the prize being given to McBeth, who was second. 
 After the certificates for drawing were given out by Mr Wilson, the Chairman, Mr Wiles, 
presented the prizes, some sixty handsome books and in doing so he urged the children to 
work well next year so that all who had not been successful this time might get a share of the 
prizes next. 



 A vote of thanks was called for Mr Robinson, of Napier, who had made the selection of 
prizes.  
A large number of Christmas cards was given by Mr Wilson to the younger and unsuccessful 
scholars.  
Mr Robinson, a member of the Committee, addressed the children in a most encouraging 
style and promised a number of prizes on his own account next year. After heartily carrying 
votes of thanks to the teachers and committee an adjournment was made to the play ground 
where tea was being prepared, and the proceedings were brought to a close,  
PRIZE LIST. The following is the prize list  
Most popular boy, W McBeth; most popular girl, Rosetta Alexander.\ 
ATTENDANCE. First Class.-Alfred Anderson, Charlotte Anderson, Jessie Gleeson, Helen 
Robinson, Lars Anderson, George Gleeson, Flora Walker, Marion Kench, Dora Walther, 
Stella Marsh, Walter Wilson, Maggie Trengrove, Susan Trengrove, Albert Gleeson, Henry 
Kennedy, Scott Wilson, Kate Gleeson,  
Second Class. —Not missed more than 5 attendances: Arthur Wilson.  
Third Class.—Not missed more than 10: Violet Quarterman, Berty Luoni, Willie Spain, R. 
Lanky, Mary Kennedy. 
 PASSES. Standard V.—M. McBeth.  
Standard III.—W. Jeffrey, Alice Miles, Mary J, Smeaton, H. Stenberg, Charlotte Anderson, 
Kathleen Bentley.  
Standard II,—Thos. Trengrove, Berty Wakeford, Henry Alexander, Lars Anderson, W 
Barlow, Mathew Dungan, George Gleeson, E Mahar, Ernest Polglase.  
Standard I.—Lillian Bull, Edith Hayward, Rose Perreau, Sarah Thompson.  
SPORTS PRIZES. Hop, Step and Jump.— A Trengrove, I foot allowance, 1; D McBeth, 2ft, 
2; Tom Walthers , scratch, 3.  
Swimming, 100 yds Handicap. — C Neilson, 1, 15 sec.; T Walthers, 2, scratch ; R Trengrove, 
3, 17 sec.  
Juniors. —Wangaroa, 1; W Bayley, 2. 
 Learners.—B Wakeford, 1; W Wiles,  
2. Deep Diving.—W McBeth, 1; Tom Trengrove, 2; R Trengrove. 3.  
Long Dive.—N Neilson, 1; W McBeth  2 ; T Walthers, 3. 
 Rescue.—T Walthers, 1; W McBeth and H Wilson tie.  
Open Race for pig promised by Mr James. —A Trengrove, 1; T Walthers, 2; Wangaroa, 3. 
 

1892	
1892	 139	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $49,155	
1892	 139	 Mangatainoka	 Cowles	 Jabez	A	 	 Assistance	Male	 £80	 $14,839	
1892	 139	 Mangatainoka	 Godfrey	 Nellie	 	 Assistant	Female	 £60	 $11,129	

1892	 139	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher		 £30	 $5,565	

Jabez A Cowles Jabez A Cowles 
1890-1891 Carterton 
1892-1894 Mangatainoka 
1895 – 1900 Te Aro (Wellington) 



1901-1904 Clyde Quay 
1905 Newtown DHS with a B A Secondary Teacher 
1906 -1913 Normal School/model  
1914-1915 Carterton with an A1 Grading on war duty 
1917-1919 Carterton Head Master 
1st December 1920 became a Wellington Education Board Inspector 
 
13th January 1892 Mangatainoka School Committee. 
Special to Examiner, The monthly meeting of the above was held on Saturday evening. 
Present : Messrs Wiles (chairman), Trengrove, Walther, Robinson, and Rose.  
The Chairman reported that a cheque for £15 for fencing had been received from the 
Education Board, at the same time the Board had intimated that no more money would be 
given for fencing. Tenders for fencing would be held over until Mr Wilson’s return. The 
Chairman also stated a letter containing capitation had gone astray. Mr Greville had written 
to the secretary but no reply had been received.  
Accounts amounting to £2 4s were passed for payment, when funds were available. 'Mr 
Robinson stated that some mischievous larrikins had at New Year time taken the gates off the 
hinges and carried them into the bush, the grating was taken from one of the doors and 
destroyed beyond repair. The Committee regretted that they could not find the persons who 
did it so that they could be made an example of.  
The meeting then adjourned. 
15th February 1892 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Mangatainoko School Committee 
was held on Saturday evening. Present : Messrs Wiles (chairman). Hose, Robinson, 
Thompson, and Walthers.  
The Chairman paid a. tribute to the late Mr Quarterman, who had been a very attentive 
member of the Committee.  
The Chairman stated that he had received the notice to nominate members for the Education 
Board, in place of those who retired, but the letter only came to hand on the 26th, and the 
nomination closed on the 31st.  
The Committee considered that they should have got sufficient notice in order to 
communicate with any gentlemen they desired to nominate, or to take concerted action with 
other country schools to elect country members.  
The missing capitation cheque for L 7 [L was sometimes used for the £ sign]  had come to 
hand.  
Master's report. The head teacher reported that since the opening of the school the average 
attendance had been 152, number on roll 194, last weeks average 166. The report complained 
of the irregular attendance, and that it was the duty of the Pahiatua constable to look them up. 
The constable, however, had not done so, so far as the teacher was aware. On account of the 
near approach of the examination Mr Wilson desired that the parents assist him by sending 
their children as regularly as possible, or good results could not be expected.  
On the motion of Mr Walthers, seconded by Mr Rose, it was resolved to send a list of truants, 
so that he can look them up. and report the reason of their absence.  



The Chairman stated that the Headmaster reported to him that there was no water in the well, 
and he had had the well sunk a further depth at a cost of 20s. He now asked the Committee to 
uphold his action. This was agreed to.  
ACCOUNTS. Accounts amounting to LI 18s were passed for payment. 
17th February 1892 The Wellington Education Board is inviting applications for teachers. An 
assistant teacher is invited for the Masterton school at a salary of £60 per annum, one for the 
Mangatainoko school, and also teachers to several other vacancies. 
22nd February 1892 and two applications respectively for the head teacherships of the Petone, 
Masterton, and Mangatainoko Schools. [Another advertisement called for an assistant] 
9th March 1892 Wellington Education Board Miss Annie Wrigley appointed to Mangatainoko 
11th March 1892 This Day. Miss Mary Wilson, of the Mangatainoko school, has made a 
successful pass in the 4th year pupil teacher examination. She has received special mention 
for Euclid, as well as being among those who received special mention for the work of the 
year. The attendance at the Mangatainoko school yesterday was 190, the infants room being 
filled far above the sea. big accommodation. The Committee should at . nee apply for an 
addition to the building. 
15th March 1892 The Mangatainoko School Committee met on Saturday evening. Present: 
Messrs Wiles (chairman), Pose, Trengrove, Walthers. After confirming the minutes of 
previous meeting, the Chairman stated that he had received a circular from the Education 
Board requesting nominations for a member in the place of Mr A. Brown. The Committee 
decided not to nominate anyone but would support any gentleman who would represent the 
country districts. The head teacher reported the number on the roll, 204; average attendance 
for past week, 180 ; average attendance for the month, 174 ; highest attendance, 150. As the 
school is only built to accommodate 160, Mr Wilson requested the Committee to apply for an 
addition to the school. After passing accounts amounting to  15s the Committee rose. 
Miss Wrigley, the newly appointed assistant teacher at the Mangatainoko School commenced 
her duties on Thursday last. Miss Wrigley comes with the highest testimonials as a teacher in 
all subjects, and a disciplinarian. For the last twelve months she was one of the assistants at 
the Blenheim School, and had charge of a class of about 40 boys in the second standard, all of 
whom passed in every subject at their examination in December Inst. Mangatainoko is 
certainly in luck in the appointment of Miss Wrigley to their school. 
25th March 1892 Three boys named-Walthers, Gardner; and Bagley, left their homes at the 
Mangatainoko.. Special Settlement ;oh Sunday last and have not since returned. The police 
are after them. 
1st April 1902 Wellington Education Board application from the  Mangatainoko Committee 
that the local school should he enlarged was referred to the  Inspector for a. report. 
11th April 1892 The Chairman of the Mangatainoko School Committee has been informed by 
the Board that the question of enlarging the school will be considered after the Inspector’s 
report has been received. 
11th April 1892 The Mangatainoko School Committee met on Saturday evening. Present ; 
Messrs Wiles, Walthers, Rose, Thompson, and Robinson.  
VACANCY ON THE BOARD. The Committee decided to vote for Mr Feist for the vacancy 
on the Education Board, if the election took place before the 25th, if not, they would make a 
recommendation in his favor to the new Committee.  



MASTER’S REPORT. The head teacher reported the number of children on the roll 209, 
highest attendance 191, average attendance for the month 176.  
GENERAL. Mr Rose was appointed to draw up the annual report for presentation at the 
meeting of householders.  
Accounts amounting to £11 4s, including £10 on fence account, were passed for payment.  
At the conclusion of the meeting the Chairman thanked the Committee for the assistance they 
had given him in carrying out the business, and drew attention to the pleasant relations 
existing between the Committee and the teaching staff.  
Mr 'Wilson thanked the Chairman on behalf of himself and his assistants, for the compliment. 
23rd April 1892 Four nominations have been made for the school Committee at 
Mangatainoko, Robinson, Walthers, Thompson, and Burrell. 
27th April 1892 Mangatainoko — Messrs. Wiles, Knight, Rose, McBeth, Wolthers, Thomson, 
and Burrell. 
2nd May 1892 Mangatainoko School Examination. 
(Special to the Examiner.) Pahiatua, Saturday. The examination of the above school took 
place on Thursday and Friday by Inspector Lee. The result must be very "ratifying alike to 
parents and to Mr Wilson and his ' staff. To obtain 100 per cent is something to be proud of, 
and such has been the case at Mangatainoko; 128 were present, one was absent, and 127 
passed, while more than half of this number were credited with strong passes. The following 
are the names in each standard,  
S indicating strong pass:—  
Standard Vl.—Henry Kennedy, Mary Ann McBeth.  
Standard V. Walter Bayley, Maurice Upton, Thomas Walther, Arthur Wilson s. Standard 
IV.—Charles Burrell, Seymour Grant s, William Jeffry s, Luigi Lewin s, Thomas McMillan, 
George Polglaise s, David Taggart s, Rose Alexander s, Annie Anderson s, Rose Bayley, 
Martha Dunn, Fanny Gardner s, Kate Gleeson s, Mary Kennedy s, Constance McDonald s, 
Hansen Stenberg s, Mary J, Smeaton s, Emma Walther s, Minnie Wakeford s, Alice Wiles.  
Standard III.—Matthew Dungan s, Herbert Gower s, Albert Gardner s, William Hull, 
Guisseppi Lewin s, Andrew Larsen s, M. Lewin, Thomas McLean s, William McCarthy, 
Charles Neilson s, Edward Quarterman s, E. Thompson s, Richard Trengrove s, Thomas 
Trengrove s, "William Walther s, William Wiles s, Bertie Wakeford s, Charlotte Anderson s, 
Cathline Bentley s, Hilda Burrell, Jessie Gleeson, Emily Gaut s, Edith Hayward, Jeannette 
Larsen s, Daisy Newman s, Violet Nicholson s, Violet Quarterman s, Helen Robinson s, 
Sarah Roberts, Louisa Stenberg, Fanny Shadbolt, Mabel Wakeford s.  
Standard ll.—Henry Alexander s, Las Anderson s, Fred Buckingham s, Herbert Bull s, John 
Dunn s, George Glason s, Robert Lankey s, Edward Maher s, Robert McCarthy, Charles Orr 
s, Ernest Polglaise s, Joseph Rose s, Thomas Rose  s, Lillian Bull s, Maud Gordon s, Eva 
Hull s, Adeline Flutey s, Mary Kellery s, Honor Kench s, Mary A. Kench s, Sarah Lee s, 
Florence McDonald s, Maggie Maher, Maggie McBeth s, Annie Nixon, Jenseaner Petersen, 
Elizabeth Petersen, Rose Perreau s, Lizzie Roberts s, Grace Smeaton s, Georgina Travers s, 
Maggie Trengrove s, Emma Wagners.  
Standard I.—Alfred Anderson s, Thomas Gray, Charles Ferniston s, George Gordon s, Archie 
Gillies s, Collings Gaut s, William McLean s, Kossuth Newman s, Willie Nixon s, Arthur 
Wakeford s, Harry Wiles s, Whangaroa s, Para s, Byron Jeffry s,’ Fred Jenkins, William 



McFaddin s, James Nicholl s, Edward Pilkington s, Ernest Rose s, William Spain s, Walter 
Wilson s, Laurie Gordon s, Bertie Bagley s, Florence Hayward s, Gertrude Gaut, Florence 
Walker, Dora Walker s, Mary Anderson, Anna Gardner, Ethel Kench, Vergilia Lowni s, Kate 
Maher s, Mary Maher, Maud Rose s, Annie Shadbolt g. 
2nd May 1892 At the conclusion of the examination of the Mangatainoko school Mr Lee 
addressed the scholars, and expressed himself highly pleased with their work, and the manner 
in which they had got through their papers 
17th May 1892 This day. The ordinary monthly meeting of the Mangatainoko School 
Committee was held on Saturday evening. The headmaster reported that the number on the 
roll was 205, highest attendance 186, average’ for last week 145 for five weeks 162. The 
report stated that the small attendance for the last week was due to a scare and complained of 
the habit of parents keeping their children away from school as soon as the examination was 
over. This practice was very unfair to the children who did attend regularly.—Messrs 
Walthers and the secretary (Mr Rose) were appointed to co-operate with the head master in 
taking steps to enforce the compulsory clause, and parents whose children are needlessly kept 
away may expect a visit from the constable with a little piece of blue paper.  
Mr Wilson, head master of the Mangatainoko School, has received the following 
congratulatory letter from the Committee re the late examination;—“Dear Sir, —The 
members of the new Committee have unanimously agreed to congratulate you on the number 
of children that have passed their examination, especially on the number of strong passes. . 
You have their good wishes for the coming year.” 
2nd June 1892 Wellington Education Board Miss Mary Wright, promoted from the 
Mangatainoko to Eketahuna School; 
15th June 1892 The monthly meeting of the Mangatainoko School Committee was held on 
Saturday evening. The Head Teacher reported the number on roll 208, highest attendance 
IG7, average 152.—Miss Godfrey has taken temporary charge in place of Miss Wright, who 
has been appointed assistant mistress at Eketahuna.—Mr Wilson reported that he had started 
the children to practice the operetta “ A Holiday Concert,” which he proposed producing 
early in September.—The additions to the school are urgently needed, and he requested the 
Committee to communicate with the Board re having them put in hand as soon as possible. 
The operetta, ‘A Holiday Concert,’ now in preparation by the scholars attending the 
Mangatainoko School, is a bright and sparkling piece of music full of lively and pleasing 
choruses, and so far as they have already got the children are quite at home with it. Mr 
Wilson has always been successful with his pupils, and the piece in preparation will be equal 
if not superior to those already given 
Mary M Wright  Mary M Wright went to Eketahuna in 1892 and taught there to 1896. In 
1897 she was at Mangaone  where she finished at 1899 
30th June 1892 Wellington Education Board Expenditure for next financial year 
Mangatainoka (additions), £200 
8th July 1892 The boys of the Mangatainoko and Pahiatua schools played a football match on 
Monday last resulting in a tie. 
9th August 1892 Mr Wilson has arranged the 9th September as the date for the production of 
the operetta now in preparation by the children attending the Mangatainoko shook Already 
they are masters of the music, and the staging of the piece will be arranged by the time stated. 



16th August 1892 Mangatainoko School Committee. he Masterton school libra, y is composed 
of 212 volumes, Fernridge 400, Featherston 260, Clareville 228, Mangatainoka 110, 
Dalefield 86 and Belvedere 61 
Special to the Examiner. Pahiatua, this day. The ordinary monthly meeting was held in the 
school room on Saturday evening Present Messrs "Wiles, (chairman), Knight, Barrell, 
Walthers, and Rose, Hon. Sec.  
NEW COMMITTEE Mr Knight proposed and Mr Barrell seconded the nomination of Mr 
Polglaise as a member of the committee in place of Mr D. McBeth who had lost his seat by 
non-attendance. 
 ASSISTANT MISTRESS Miss Wrigley sent in her resignation to the Chairman on July 31st, 
and on communicating with the Board the Secretary replied that he would advertise for a 
suitable assistant mistress but should Miss "Wrigley leave before one was appointed, the 
Chairman was instructed to send for Miss Birnie to fill the vacancy in the mean time.  
GENERAL. A vote of thanks was passed to Mr Palglaise for his assistance on Arbor Day, 
and also for the trees given by him to the committee.  
It was resolved to purchase a dozen fruit trees for the head teacher’s garden. 
 The visiting member was authorised to employ a horse and dray to metal a footpath round 
the school, and to secure two cords of firewood.  
The Chairman was instructed to see Mr James, sen.  and ask him to refund the amount paid to 
him by the Board in error.  
The head teacher and Mr Walthers were authorised to purchase the piano selected by them at 
a cost of £30— cash, £7 in twelve months, and the balance in two years ; the money to come 
out of the Incidental Fund.  
The head teacher reported the attendance for the month to be—number on roll, 209; highest 
attendance, 165 ; average for month, 160.  
ACCOUNTS. Accounts amounting to £2 17s Od were passed for payment, and the 
committee adjourned. 
29th August 1892 There are now three children suffering from diphtheria at Mangatainoko, 
near Woodville. The little boy Francis Claude Macdonald, on whom an inquest was hold on 
Wednesday last, had only been, to all appearances, suffering; from a slight wheezing in his 
throat for about three days previous to his death. The symptoms were so mild that his parents 
had not the slightest alarm, and did not deem it necessary to ask a doctor to see him— in fact, 
it was with difficulty they could keep him from school 
5th September 1892 Mangatainoko School Committee. 
(Special to the Examiner.) Pahiatua, this clay. The ordinary meeting of the Committee was 
held on Saturday evening. Present; Messrs Wills (chair), Polglaise, Knight, Walthers, Barrel!, 
and Rose Housie.  
master's report. The head teacher in his report dealt with the diphtheria scare which had 
considerably affected the attendance, particularly as a fresh case had appeared. Ho did not 
think it necessary to close the school at the present stage.  
Miss Wrigley had left the school at the end of the month, consequently they were now one 
teacher short. The Inspector visited the school last month and expressed himself pleased with 
the work.  



GENERAL, Messrs Knight and Walthers were appointed to be in attendance at the drawing 
examination on Wednesday next. The Committee decided not to close the school unless there 
were any fresh outbreak of diphtheria. Mr Polglaise was appointed visiting member for the 
month. Accounts amounting to £2 18s were passed for payment. 
The Committee then entered at length into the arrangements for the performance of the 
operetta in Pahiatua, on Friday, and at Mangatainoko on Saturday next. 
8th September 1892 The operetta “ The Holiday Concert ” to be produced in Pahiatua on 
Friday and at Mangatainoka on Saturday by the Mangatainoka school children has been very 
carefully studied by the children under Mr Wilson's tuition and there is every likelihood of all 
their former efforts being surpassed by the manner in which they are able to render the music 
of the piece under notice. The children are all in good voice and the soloists have been 
selected with good judgment. Among the characters will be Fairies, E. Walthers, Fanny 
Gardener and Jessie Gleeson, Servant-maid Gerty Grub ; fruit girl, Georgina J, Smeaton ; The 
old woman that lived in a shoe, Stenbery; Flower girl, Kate Gleeson: An archer master, Scott 
Wilson; Cheery Tom, Master 0. Barrett; Tom Tickle  tooth, Master Bertie Wakefield ; News-
boy, Master T. Trengrove : A sea captain Master Tom Walthers. Mr Wilson and his pupils 
have been well patronised by the public and this year they are sure to command bumper 
houses. 
10th September 1892 Mr Wilson’s latest effort with the scholars from the Mangatainoko 
school in the Operetta “ T he Holiday Concert ” which was produced last evening in Pahiatua 
was a decided success and gave ample evidence of how well the teacher has trained his pupils 
at the same time it showed that the scholars were equally interested with Mr Wilson in 
making their performance a success There was a large and most, appreciative audience, all 
the items on the programme being heartily applauded, while several encored. The choruses 
were excellently rendered by the youthful voices in good tune and time, and evidenced the 
careful preparation they had received. Of the soloists each were equally good and sustained 
their parts in a manner highly pleasing to the audience. The fairies E. Walthers, “ Content 
Jessie Gleeson, “ Fun ” ; and Fanny Gardiner, Goodwill” ; appeared to advantage. Kate 
Gleeson as the “ Flower-girl ’’; J. Smeaton, “ Fruit girl ” ; Gerty Grut, “ Servant Maid”; H. 
Stenberg, “ Old Woman” ; were each perfect in the rendering of their parts. The boys were 
equally well up to the duties required of them and the chorus “ We are some of the Crew," 
had to be repeated. Master Nixon, “ The Middy ”; caught on with the audience completely. 
Master Scott Wilson made a capital Archer, and his “hit” though taken up by the wrong party 
scored well. “ Cherry Tommy,” Master Bassell; “Jolly Tar,” Master T. Walthers; “ News 
Boy," Master Trengrove ; were all that could be desired, while “ Tom Tickletooth” Master 
Bertie Wakeford was a decided success in Ins rendering of the part allotted to him. At 
intervals Mrs G. Moore sang “ Trickenham Ferry,” and “ Caller Herrin” in a highly pleasing 
manner. Mr A W. Good contributed two songs “ 0 Fair Dove, 0 Fond Dove,” and “The 
King’s Minstrel” while Mr A, H. Wilson contributed several amusing Scotch items. The 
amount taken at the doors exceeded ten pounds, and together with the amount which  will be 
received at the Mangatainoko School where the operetta will be produced this evening will 
make a satisfactory sum for the object the Committee and Mr Wilson have in view. 
11th  September 1892 The operetta “ The Holiday Concert” was repeated on Saturday evening 
by the Mangatainoko School Children, in their own school room, to a large and enthusiastic ' 



audience. The accompanist were played by Mr Robinson of Napier on both evenings. At 
Mangatinoko songs were contributed at intervals by Mr G. Moore and others. The proceeds 
ore expected to be very satisfactory and this together with the interest taken with performance 
should induce Mr Wilson to put another piece in preparation for Xmas. 
16th September The Mangatainoko School has been closed for a fortnight on- account of 
diphtheria. 
28th September 1892 Mr Cowles, late of Carterton,- has been appointed assistant master at 
Mangatainoka, by the Wellington Edu. cation Board. 
8th October 1892 Diphtheria (says the Wairarapa Daily) has again broken out at 
Mangatainoka, Several children have been attacked during the past few days, and the school 
has been closed in consequence. 
13th October 1892 Mangatainoka School Committee. 
Special to the Examiner This Day.  
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Committee was hold on Saturday last. Present; Messrs 
"Wiles, (chairman), Knight, Walthers, Polgeise, Thompson, and Rose (hon. sec).  
After the minutes were confirmed the Head Teacher’s report was read in which he stated that 
it was found best to keep the school dosed for a week more than first intended. The diptheria 
had been stamped out. Mr Cowles would be able to enter on his duties on the 10th inst. The 
report, dealt with the operetta which had resulted in a credit balance of between £14 and £l5  
some two or three pounds more than last year. The Committee resolved that the school he 
reopened on Monday, 10th inst. Resolved—That the ladies and gentlemen receive the thanks 
of the Committee for their assistance at the operetta and that the secretary forward to each a 
copy of the resolution.  
The Chairman and secretary were appointed to see Mr James re refund of £1 16s 6d paid to 
him in error, and unless the amount was paid in a few days, legal proceedings were ordered to 
be taken for its recovery. T 
he action of the Head Teacher and Mr Walthers was endorsed by the committee. The balance 
sheet of the operetta accounts were received and adopted. Mr Polgaise was appointed visiting 
member for the month, and after passing accounts amounting to £ I 8s the Committee rose. 
29th October 1892 State School Drawing Examination  4487 papers were worked in 
Wellington Education Board area  
Mangatainoko—Annie Anderson, Kate Gleeson, Seymour Greet, Ernest G. Haywood, 
William Jeffrey, Anton Larsen, Mary A. McBeth, Hanseny Stenberg, Lucy D. Travers, Nora 
Travers Charles D. M. Upton, James S. Wilson. 
13th December 1892 The Mangatainoka School Committee met on Saturday evening. The 
headteacher reported the attendance to be: No. on roll 209, highest attendance 169. average 
154. The Committee decided that as the school breaks up on Thursday next they hold the 
usual picnic and sports, including swimming contests for which a number of prizes have been 
contributed. An effort will be made to get the playground levelled and the Board would 
certainly do the school scant justice by voting sufficient funds for the purpose. 
16th December 1892 Wellington Education Board Jabes [Sic] A. Cowles, Mangatainoko, 
applied for an increase of salary, the school having increased largely In numbers lately.—
Salary raised from £85 to £IOO. 
 



1893	
1893	 103	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $48,010	
1893	 103	 Mangatainoka	 Cowles	 Jabez	A	 	 Assistance	Male	 £100	 $18,117	
1893	 103	 Mangatainoka	 Godfrey	 Nellie	 	 Assistant	Female	 £60	 $10,870	

1893	 103	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher		 £35	 $6,341	

Nellie Godfrey Only taught for Wellington Education Board at Mangatainoka Died aged 24 
in May 1895 
 
25th January 1893 It was decided that the salary of Mr. Henry "Wilson, Mangatainoko, should 
not be reduced because the attendance had decreased in consequence of an outbreak of 
diphtheria 
9th February 1893 Mary Henrietta Wilson (commended) Passed her fifth year pupil teacher 
examination 6th April 1893 Wellington Education Board Mary H Wilson did an excellent 
paper and further on many more comments about her excellent work 
29th March 1893 Wellington Education Board The  report of the  Inspector in connection with 
the  extension of schoolroom at Mangatainoko was ordered to be given effect to. 
26th  April 1906 Mangatainoko. Mr Wyles, Chairman, read the report of the out-going 
Committee which showed a balance of £5 I3s to their credit.  
Mr Cade proposed, and Mr Stringer seconded, that the report be adopted. —Carried. 
Proposed by Mr Cade that Mr Wyles takes the chair, too, for the election. Seconded by Mr 
Polglase and carried. The following written nominations were handed in : —Mrs Clara 
Chapman, Mrs F. A. Marsh, Messrs Polglase, Rose, Wyles, H. Knight, H. Pease, Barrell, 
Cade, Walthers, Robinson, Broham, Wakeford. ,  
A lengthy discussion took place on the question of the legality of electing ladies on the 
School Committee. Mr Kemper urged that women were eligible according to the definition of 
the -word householder given by Hon W. P. Reeves and Sir R. Stout.  
Mr Cade supported Mr Kemper, and said he thought it was the proper thing for women to 
have the management of school matters, at least give them a chance to prove 'themselves. Mr 
Walker said the best and most thorough way to test the opinion of the meeting on the subject 
would be to hand round the ballot-box and let all vote as they please. Messrs Kemper and 
Wilson were appointed scrutineers.  
The ballot was accordingly taken, and the result is as follows :—Messrs Polglase, 22; Barrel], 
20; H. A. Pease, 18 ; Wyles, 17; Rose, 16 ; Mrs Clara Chapman, 15 ; Mr Cade, 14; Mrs F. A. 
Marsh, 12; Messrs Broham, 11 ; Knight, 9; Walther, 9; Robinson, 5 ; Wakeford, 5. The 
Chairman declared the first seven duly elected. A vote of thanks to the chair concluded the 
meeting. Pahiatua.  
15th May 1893 Mangatainoka School Committee. 
Legality of Lady Members. The Committee met on Saturday night when the whole of the 
members were present, including the lady member Mrs Chapman. Before proceeding to 
business the Chairman was asked to read the opinion received from the Department of 
Education regarding Mrs Chapman’s eligibility to sit on the Committee, which was to the 
effect that Mrs Chapman was not entitled to her seat. After considerable discussion amongst 
the committee, who all spoke in favor of lady members, a resolution was unanimously passed 



to hold in abeyance the appointment of any one to fill the seat until further enquiries were 
made regarding the qualification of lady members. Mrs Chapman was courteously asked to 
remain during the sitting, but to make things legal she must abstain from voting. At the close 
of the meeting a hearty vote of thanks was tendered the lady for her courage in attending to 
claim her seat. 
17th May 1893 At the first meeting of the newly elected Mangatainoka School Committee, 
held on Saturday evening last, the Chairman stated he had received a letter signed by the Rev. 
W.J. Habens, Secretary for Education, which was to the   effect that if a husband occupies as 
owner or tenant, he, and not the wife, was the  householder, according to the definition in the    
School Committees Election Act, 1892, Mrs Chapman was therefore not legally entitled to a 
seat. Further enquiries are to be made, the seat in the meantime remaining vacant. 
31st May 1893 Wellington Education Board Shelter sheds to be built at Mangatainoka  
28th June 1893 Wellington Education Board The question of a school at Makairo, east of 
Mangatainoko, was considered. 
7th July 1893 Applications for increase of salary from Misses J. Hutchen  (Newtown), 1 . 
Treadwell (Mount Cook Girls’) and A. Godfrey (Mangatainoko) were referred to the Finance 
Committee to report on 
12th July 1893 Mangatainoka School Committee. 
The monthly meeting was held on Saturday night, Present—Messrs Wills, (chair), Burrell, 
Cade, Pease, Polglase and Rose.  
CORRESPONDENCE. From A. W. Sedcole, asking use of school to address electors.—
Refused, as there is a hall in the township. From County Council re polling booth. Same reply 
to be sent. From Board re Miss Godfrey’s salary that it had been referred to committee. —
Received. 
The headmaster, Mr Wilson, reported that owing to the wet weather, the average attendance 
had fallen to 135, the number on roll being 208. The school would not be able to get up an 
operetta, and he suggested that an entertainment be got up, or he would give a series of 
lectures.—Resolved that chairman interview master and report at next meeting. Mr Cade was 
appointed visiting member forthwith. ’ 
Accounts amounting to £1 18s were passed for payment. 
1st August 1893 The Mangatainoka schoolboys played a return football match with the 
Pahiatua boy's on Saturday, the game being closely contested, and ending in a victory for 
Mangatainoka by four points to nil, For the visitors Wilson, Whangaroa, and Grant played 
well, Benzie and Shanahan being the best of the home team. In a former match  Pahiatua beat 
Mangatainoka, so the final game will probably be played shortly. Messrs Cowles and 
Darrock' deserve great credit for the manner in which they have trained their boys in the  
game. 
14th August 1893 At the School Committee held on Saturday night, the usual routine business 
was gone through. A resolution was passed prohibiting the use of the school piano for any 
more outside entertainments, and the old visiting member for the past two months (Mr Cade) 
was reappointed tor the ensuing month. 
27th September 1893 Wellington Education Board The  Inspector and Architect were 
instructed to report as to the removal of offices at Mangatainoko. [offices means here toilets, 
where you go to do your business] 



13th October 1893 t the annual meeting of the [Mangatainoka] Public School Cricket Club, 
held yesterday, the subscription was fixed at “six pounds [2.72 kilograms] of fungus.” The “ 
subscriptions” will be sold and the proceeds spent on material for the game. 
19th October 1893 There are 199 on the Mangatainoka school roll, and the average attendance 
is 145. 
26th October 1893 Drawing Examinations Mangatainoka 45 examined and 31 passed [69% 
Pahiatua 22-9-41% and Eketahuna -38-29-76%] 
1st November 1893 Mangatainoka School. 
The schedules of the First Grade Drawing examination held in September .last have been 
returned to the headmaster of the school. Forty-six papers wore worked and thirty-one passes 
obtained, The following is the list of passes • 
Freehand : —Waller Bagley, Buckingham, Fanny Gardner, Grut, Robina Jeffrey Mary 
Kennedy,' Constance McDonald, David Taggart, Arthur Wilson.  
Geometry: —Fred Buckingham, Emily Grut. Constance McDonald, Lars Anderson, I Hilda 
Barrell, Herbert Bull, Guiseppi Luoni, Thomas Rose.  
Scale; —Seymour Grut, and Henry Kennedy (both excellent'; Walter Bagley,  Robina Jeffrey, 
Arthur Wilson all good; Fanny Gardiner. Albert Gardiner, Mary Kennedy, Constance 
McDonald, Violet Nixon, Louisa Stenberg. Frank Hyde Rich and Trengove. 
15th November 1893 The Mangatainoka School Committee met on Saturday night. The 
following members were present:—Messrs Darrell, Brougham, Cade, Pease, Polglase, Rose 
(secretary), and Wiles (chairman). 
The headmaster’s report showed that the roll number of the school is 206, average attendance 
for the past four weeks 144, and the highest attendance 163. In the report it was stated that 
several parents are failing to send their children to school. 
Mr Cade reported that he has visited the school during the  month. Ho found the  attendance 
low, and that nothing had been done towards improving the ventilation. 
It was stated that the architect had visited the school and had said that it was impossible to 
raise the roof, but that he would send up some new ventilators. Mr Barrell pointed out that the 
roof could very easily be raised. The  Secretary was instructed to write to the Board calling 
their attention to the fact that nothing has been done to improve the  ventilation of the school.  
A vote of thanks was accorded to Captain Richardson for his liberal donation of L3 [£ 3] to 
the  prize fund. Messrs Brougham and Polglase were appointed to receive subscriptions 
towards the prize fund. 
Tire chairman announced that the County Council was willing to pay £1 towards the cost of 
filling in the hole in front of the teacher’s residence. Accounts for £1 8s were passed for 
payment. 
24th November 1893 Complaints are being made by the Mangatainoka Committee about the 
ventilation of the school there. 
1st December 1893 Wellington Education Board An application for new ventilators and 
windows at the Mangatainoka School was granted. The question of erecting extra 
outbuildings at the same school was deferred. 
11th December 1893 The usual monthly meeting of the Mangatainoka School Committee was 
he’d on Saturday night. Present— Messrs Willes (chairman), Cade, Barrel!, Bose, Polglase 
and Broughan.  



The following is the headmaster’s report ; —I have the honor to inform you that the average 
attendance for the past four weeks has been 155. Number on roll 202. The Board has fixed 
the Christmas holidays to begin next Friday and the school to re-open on January 23,1864.  
The visiting member, Mr Cade reported as follows Visited the school last Monday and found 
things in their usual good order. Was greatly interested with the way the youngsters 
performed their opera. Pleased to see by report of last sitting of balneation Board that the 
Board had consented to the improvement of the ventilation and light, but was sorry to see that 
the matter of the closets and shelter sheds is deferred, and being a most urgent question, I beg 
that our secretary write to the Board again pointing out the urgency of the thing.  
It was decided to stage the Operetta on Boxing night. 
 A sum of £6 6s was handed over  to the headmaster for the purchase of prizes. The 
management of  the, annual school picnic was left  in the hands of Messrs Wilson and 
Polglase.  
Accounts for £2 12s were passed. Mr Cade was appointed visiting member for this month. 
18th December 1893 The annual picnic of the children attending the public school at 
Mangatainoka was held in the school ground on Thursday and was a great success. The usual 
games took place, toys and other prizes being distributed. About 250 children were .present, 
18th December 1893 Mangatainoka School Picnic. 
The annual picnic and sports in connection with the Mangatainoka State School took place on 
Thursday. The afternoon was tine, the heat of the sun being tempered by a slight westerly 
breeze.  
A programme of sports, consisting of running and jumping, was carried out and substantial 
prizes awarded to the winners. A competition on the horizontal bar proved very interesting, 
Scott Wilson carrying off first prize, second and third prizes falling to E. Harvey and Fred 
Jenkins respectively. A wrestling competition, in which Whangaroa proved himself the best 
man, attracted a good deal of attention.  
Then came the all important part of the day’s proceedings, viz., the tea. Provisions had been 
provided by parents and friends, and the children did justice to the good things. About five 
o’clock the big room in the School began to fill, and the names of the winners of prizes were 
read out. Only a few prizes were distributed, as most of them are stuck up at Waipawa by the 
floods.  
PRIZE LIST. The following are the names of prize winners :  
Standard VII.—Henry Kennedy.  
Standard VI.—A. Wilson.  
Standard V. —S. Grut, S. Wilson, F Gardner, K. Gleeson, C. MacDonald.  
Standard IV.—G. Luoni, A. Larsen A. Wakeford, K. Bentley, J. Larsen, ? Nixon. M. 
Wakeford. Standard III.—L. Anderson, R. Ca?. G. Gleeson, D. Greville, M. Gordon S. Lee, 
F. MacDonald, M. McBeth Roberts, G. Graham, Smeaton, Thompson, M. Trengrove, S. 
Walker Standard II. —A. Anderson, T. Drake  C. Firmstone, C. Grut, B. Jeffery, Will 
McFadden, W. McFadden, W McLean E. Perreau, N. Pilkington, Whangaroa, H. Wiles, W. 
Wilson, A Boyden, M. Cade, G. Grut, N. Luoni, S. Marsh, G. Smeaton, F. Walker, D. 
Walker. 



Standard I.—L. Barrel!, A. Bull, .A. Gleeson, J. Larsen, O. Richardson, H. Stringer, S. 
Anderson, F. Buckingham, E. Flutey, N. Pilkington, B. Polglase, E. Stringer, K. Cade, M. 
Taggart.  
PROGRESS. Prizes presented by Capt. Richardson —Standard VII., A. Wilson ; Standard 
VI., Mary Kennedy ; Standard V., F. Hyde ; Standard IV., Alfred Dixon ; Standard II., John 
Dunn; Standard 1., Mary Nielsen and Emily Dunn.  
GOOD CONDUCT. Prizes presented by Mrs J. M. Richardson —Standard V., Andrew 
Larsen and Jessie Gleeson ; Standard IV., Emily Gent and A. Boult; Standard III., May Cade 
and Tom Dray; Standard II., P. Macdonald, C. Dixon, and Susy Bly; Standard 1., F. Nicoll 
and May Bly; Infants, Emily Hull and Kroria.  
Prizes presented by Mr and Mrs McBeth were awarded to H. Bull, Dick Schumacher, Annie 
Gardner, and Sarah Anderson. \ 
The drawing certificates were next distributed, one girl, Connie Macdonald, receiving no less 
than three certificates as the result of her year’s work.  
Mr Wiles, Chairman of the School Committee, then called for three cheers for the head 
master and staff. This request was vigorously responded to, and the meeting dispersed.  
Too much praise cannot be given to the members of the Committee who assisted in amusing 
the children. We noticed Messrs Wiles, Cade, Pease, and Polglase working like Trojans. 
About 8 o’clock the gathering broke up, and thus ended one of the most enjoyable gatherings 
of the  sort held in Mangatainoka. 

1894	
1894	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $47,750	
1894	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Cowles	 Jabez	A	 	 Assistance	Male	 £100	 $18,019	

1894	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher		 £35	 $6,307	

1894	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £25	 $4,505	

Jabez A Cowles  
1890-1891 Carterton 
1892-1894 Mangatainoka 
1895 – 1900 Te Aro (Wellington) 
1901-1904 Clyde Quay 
1905 Newtown DHS with a B A as Secondary Teacher 
1906 -1913 Normal School/model  
1914-1915 Carterton with an A1 Grading on war duty 
1917-1919 Carterton Head Master 
1st December 1920 became a Wellington Education Board Inspector 

1904/4277 Jenny Helen Glover Jabez Alfred Cowles 

It appears that they had no children Jabez died in 1950 after serving in both world 
wars with the army 

Mabel Sicely KEMP-SICELY.-On April 26th, at St. Stephen's, Marton, by the Rev. V. 
H. Kitcat, Mabel, Henrietta, eldest daughter of Mr, J. F. Sicely, Marton, to Mr. James 
Kemp, of Upper Hutt. 



 
19th January 1894 At the last sitting of the local school committee, the utter want of courtesy 
and neglect shown by that plutocratic body, the Wellington Education Board, to the 
requirements to the local committee was strongly animadverted on, and a strong resolution 
was passed calling the attention of that august assembly again to many much needed wants, 
but I presume it will be only a waste of wind and paper. Before the holidays a number of 
parents were keeping their children at home on account of the disgusting sanitary state of the 
school and its surroundings. 
12th February 1894 The usual monthly meeting of the Mangatainoka School Committee was 
held on Saturday evening. Present: Messrs Barrel!, Cade, Pease, Polglase, Rose (sec.) and 
Wiles (chairman.)  
The headmaster’s report showed the number on school roll to be 212, average for last month 
165, highest attendance last week 175.  
The visiting member (Mr Cade) reported that he had visited the school during the month and 
had found about 180 children in the school. He found that the new windows were a decided 
improvement.  
The Headmaster reported that 50 additional hat pegs were required, also a disinfectant for the 
closets.  
An application for a tank at the teacher’s residence was refused.  
A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Robinson of Hastings for his services in procuring 
prizes in Napier. 
 Mr P. J. Wilson was appointed teacher without salary.  
Letters were read from several candidates for the Education Board Wellington.  
It was resolved to ask the Board to grant £5 for purchase of gymnastic apparatus. Capitation 
to the amount of L 7 10s was accrued, and accounts for L2 8s 8d were passed. 
20th February 1894 Wellington Education Board Mr Darroch, of Mangatainoka School, will 
succeed Mr Kaye at Masterton. [Robert Darroch was actually teaching at Pahiatua not 
Mangatainoka] 
5th March 1894 Pahiatua County Council Chairman Mangatainoka School Committee, asking 
refund for filling up road. ' —Referred to engineer to report. 
14th March 1894 Mangatainoka School. 
The  usual monthly meeting of the Committee was held on Saturday evening. Present—
Messrs Brougham, Barrel!. Cade, Pease. Polglase, Wiles (chairman), and Rose (secretary).  
The Head Master's report. The state of the school roll was as follows :—On roll, ’217 ; 
average attendance for the month, 168 ; for last Week, 178 ; highest attendance for the 
month, 185. 
The resignation of Mr F. P. Wilson as honorary teacher was accepted.  
A letter was received from Capt. and Mrs .Richardson, acknowledging a letter of thanks from 
the Committee, and stating that they would be glad to be of any service to the  school. 
It was decided to break up for the Easter holidays on Tuesday, 20th inst., and re-open on 
Tuesday, 27th March.  
The Secretary was instructed to write a letter of thanks to Mr and Mrs McBeth for their 
generous donation of prizes.  



The action of the  Chairman in granting the use of the school as a polling booth for March 
21st was approved.  
It was decided to insure the piano and library for £32 10s.  
The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr McCardle, complaining of the latter’s neglect in 
regard to school matters at Mangatainoka.  
Messrs Barrel!, Cade, and Pease were appointed a sub-committee to ask for and accept 
tenders for cleaning the closets. 
Accounts amounting to £l 13s were passed for payment. 
30th March 1894 Wellington Education Board MANGATAINOKO. An application for 
increase of salary to the assistant was deferred  
 

1895	
1895	 164	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $48,010	
1895	 164	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $27,176	
1895	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $14,494	

1895	 165	 Mangatainoka	 McKenny	 Cecilia	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £40	 $7,247	

1895	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Cowles	 Vera	Pallett	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £32	 $5,797	

1895	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £25	 $4,529	

George A Jones In 1887 George Jones started teaching at Te Aro infants. From 
1888 to 1892 he was at Newtown school, Wellington. He was not teaching at the end 
of 1893. In 1894 he wat at the Hutt School and came to Mangatainoka in 1895 and 
stayed to at least December 1903. 
By December 1904 he was at Kaitawa School as Head master. By 1906 he was 
headmaster of the Te Ore Ore school where he stayed until at least 1917. By 1919 
he was Headmaster of Johnsonville/Newlands school where he was until my records 
end in 1923 
Mary Henrietta Wilson started teaching in 1889, Born in 1873  So about 16 years old  
when becoming a pupil teacher. She in 1896 finished teaching at Mangatainoka and 
reappeared in Wellington Education Board Schools as sole teacher at Nikau School 
in 1899 and taught until 1902 when she went to Ngaturi  until 1905 and then 
completed her teaching service in Wellington Education Board at Makuri from 1906 
to 1909 
The wedding registration Mary is registered is as May in Births Deaths Marriages. 
Died in 1954 aged 81 
 
TAYLOR—WILSON.—At St. Anne's Church, Northland, by the  Bishop of Wellington, 
on December 21, 1910, William James Taylor, of Makuri to Mary Henrietta Wilson, 
elder daughter of Mr. Henry Wilson, of Stratford.. 
Had 1 child registered in 1912 called Katrine Mary 
Cecilia McKenny 
In 1888 Cecilia McKenny started teaching at Pahiatua School as a pupil teacher 
when the roll was only 103. Shen then taught at Mangatainoka from 1895 to 1896  



Cecelia McKenny died at Pahiatua in 1954 aged 80 [Has a discrepancy between the 
original records and the epitaph on the grave marker. The age differs. Headstone 
Inscription: Cecilia McKenny, died 24th March 1954, aged 81 years.] 
After her time at Mangatainoka Cecilia must have gone nursing as by 1906 has been 
appointed Matron of the Wanganui Hospital in 1906 from 26 applicants. Then in 
1931 she became the Pahiatua-Eketahuna representative on the Wairarapa Hospital 
Board In 1937 she was a member of the Royal Commission investigating the Napier 
Hospital. In 1939 she was President of the New Zealand Registered Nurses 
Association, The same year she received an MBE 
Vera [Vara] Pallet Cowles 
Vera P Cowles started her teaching career as a pupil teacher in 1895 at Mangatainoka  and 
transferred to Porirua School in 1897 where she spent two years She then taught at Shannon 
School as an assistant female for a further two years before ceasing to work for the 
Wellington Education Board again 
1901/5338 Vara Pallett Cowles John Hartness Sharp 

Vara Cowles went to Richmond Girls School in Nelson 
 
18th January 1895 The Mangatainoka School Committee have asked Mr Hogg, M.H.R., to 
allow himself to be nominated for a seat on the Wellington Education Board. The Committee 
have also decided to enforce the compulsory clauses of the Act. [School Attendance] 
18th January 1895 Mr. A. W. Hogg, M.H.R., has been invited by the Mangatainoka School 
Committee to allow himself to be nominated for a seat on the Education Board. He has, 
however, declined the invitation, as he wishes to have a free hand on the Education question 
in Parliament 
28th January 1895 School resumed this morning The new additions will be finished this week. 
30th January 1895 The Mangatainoka School is to have great alterations in connection with 
the sanitary arrangements, and when completed will be the best in the district. Great praise is 
due to Mr Cowles for drawing the plans of the new schoolroom, which is admitted to be the 
best room out of Wellington. 
4th February 1895 The new school is nearly completed, and when done it will be a grand 
building " Although the school is nearly done, the contractor has not received any of i, the 
money due on the job. The contract states that 70 per cent, is to be paid  monthly as the work 
progresses. Application for the money has been made, but none received. This kind of thing e 
is a great injustice to contractors. 
13th February 1895 Mangatainoka. 
(From Our Own Correspondent.) SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The Committee met on Saturday. Present—Messrs Cade (Chairman), Stringer, Polglase, 
Dray, Dumbleton, Rose (Secretary), and Capt. Richardson.  
The Head Master's report showed the attendance 187, and the number on roll 225 Mr 
Nightingale was appointed teacher in the place of Mr Cowles, on sick leave.  
It was resolved that Miss McKenny be retained as pupil teacher.  
It was mentioned that the Architect visited the school on Friday, and, at the request of the 
Committee, he promised to see that some alterations were attended to.  



Mr Dray was appointed Visiting Member for the next term.  
A letter was read from the Sports Committee, asking for a holiday on the 13th Granted. 
 It was resolved that all religious bodies using the school for services on Sunday be charged 
Is per day.  
The Secretary was instructed to get forms to send to parents, requesting the attendance of 
children, as per the Act.  
Accounts amounting to £1 I4s lOd were passed for payment. ] 
The Chairman read letter from Education Board re election. The Committee gave their 
support to Messrs Blair, .Robertson, and Venn. \ 
A letter was read from the Railway Department re outing for country school children at the 
following rates :—7 to 25 miles, 6d for children and Is for adults; 26  miles to 50 miles, Is 
and 2s ; 51 and over, I s 6d and 3s.  
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Department returning thanks for the liberal 
concession made to country schools.  
A letter of condolence was ordered to be  sent to Mr Cowles, wishing him a speedy recovery 
to health and return to. his duties at the school, 
13th February 1896 Mabel Sicely passed her second year pupil teacher examination 
22nd February 1895 Mangatainoka. 
THE EXCURSION TO FOXTON. (From our own Correspondent). The Chairman of School 
Committee called a meeting of parents to form a committee to arrange about conveying 'the 
children from here to Woodville. Only about 20 parents turned up. The  following gentlemen 
were elected as committee : Messrs Rose, Polglase and Malmonchi. , ,  
Mr J. H. Walker offered to take 20 to Woodville and back at 6d per head, and the committee 
is to arrange for balance. I think about 100 will take advantage of the outing, and I wish them 
a fine day, and I know that they will enjoy themselves. One parent wanted to put all the care 
of the children and arrangements on the backs of the School Committee, but the Chairman’s 
back being on the small side he would not have it. He thought that the parents should look 
after "their own, and I think quite proper. Every care will be taken but no responsibly. 
25th February 1895 Railway Excursion to Foxton. 
Saturday was a gala day as the first of the school excursion trains was run from Woodville to 
Foxton. On the way from Dannevirke the train picked up children and their friends from 
Tamaki, and the intermediate stations to Woodville. Maharahara East and West, Heretaunga, 
and Manga-atua schools were represented. At Woodville, Kumeroa and Mangatainoka joined 
the children of the local schools, who had been marched down from the Drill Hall by Mr 
Stevenson and the teachers, headed by the Band. Owing to the stationmaster not having 
received the tickets till late the day before, there was a great rush for tickets. This could be 
avoided in future by handing the tickets to the teachers for sale. The train seemed pretty full 
when  it got to Woodville, but at this station 750 tickets were sold, and about fifty adults were 
refused. At Woodville extra carriage accommodation was provided, but the train seemed 
crowded in every part, and at Ashurst the guard had some difficulty in finding 
accommodation for the large number of adults and children who joined it there. At 
Palmerston there was a large crowd" to see the arrival of the youngsters, and here another  
train crowded with Sunday School children  was added. It is estimated that over 2000 people 
were in the train when it got to Palmerston . and with the additions at Palmerston and Oroua 



Bridge, there were about 2SOO passengers on the train when it arrived at the Foxton 
Racecourse.  
The morning turned out fine, and the day was well suited for the purpose. till in the afternoon, 
a gale sprang up and made  matters a bit uncomfortable with the dust blown about in this 
country of sand. The Woodville Brass Band, who had kindly accompanied the excursion, 
enlivened the scene as the train went along-. The vast crowd seemed on enjoyment bent, and 
notwithstanding the crush all was good nature and jollification. At the Woodville Railway 
station, the stationmaster, Mr Woodhouse, did all in his power to expedite matters, and at 
Palmerston Mr McKenna showed his anxiety to make the excursion a success, while guard 
Gibb, who was in charge of the train, did his best for the comfort of the excursionists. After 
passing the Oroua Bridge station the train entered the dreary waste of sand which extends 
thirteen miles to Foxton.  
At the racecourse the good people of Foxton had made arrangements for entertaining the 
excursionists, and the buildings were placed at their disposal, while there were abundant 
shady nooks in the trees  for picnicing." Several boilers were in full steam to provide tea for 
the multitude. That multitude was, however, vastly greater than was expected. Still all was 
done that could possibly be done, and besides abundance of tea, large supplies of fruit were 
provided for the visitors. On the crowd arriving at the racecourse Mr Williams, Mayor of 
Foxton, extended to them, on behalf of the burgesses, a hearty welcome and informed them 
that conveyances had been placed free at their disposal to take them between the town and the 
course. He called for cheers for the visitors and these were heartily given. The Rev. Mr 
Young called for cheers for Foxton, and the Mayor of Woodville returned thanks for the 
welcome extended to the visitors. The Mayor and Mayoress of Foxton, Mr and Mrs Thynne, 
Mr and Mrs Stewart, and Mr and Mrs Rhodes, were untiring in their exertions to provide for 
the accommodation and entertainment of the visitors.  
Shortly after arrival on the ground the Mayor of Foxton entertained the Band at Luncheon at 
the Manawatu Hotel ; and the Band acknowledged the compliment by singing  "For he's a 
jolly good fellow!"  
Mr Wilson, of the Mangatainoka school, and Mr Cade, Chairman of Committee kindly 
arranged for their children, to the number of about 80, to be tken down the Manawatu River 
in the launch “Ivy” 'and was joined by several Woodville folk as well ; but as the launch was 
too small to take a great crowd it was, hopeless for a general excursion. Those who went 
were landed two miles down the river and got a good view of the sea from a hill. Several 
people  went out in boats, however, and few walked to  the sea-beach, although it was nearly 
four miles away Mr Rhodes kindly took a coach load out to his place, where the children rode 
the ponies, and were regaled with fruit, while Mrs Rhodes kindly provided afternoon tea.  
A start was made on the return journey at 5 pm from Foxton. and the train stopped at the 
racecourse to pick up those who remained there. The Mayor of Woodville here thanked the 
Mayor and people of Foxton, and Mr Thynne, Chairman of the School Committee for their  
kindness, and the Woodville folks cheered them heartily, the band striking up with musical 
honors.  
The Mayor of Foxton and Mr Thyne acknowledged the compliments and the train departed 
with its living load for their respective homes. It says much for the management of the affair 
that not a single mishap occurred during a trip of the largest passenger train that has ever 



travelled in the North Island. The whole of the teachers of the different schools were most 
careful over the children placed under their charge. The one difficulty was that the crowd was 
too unwieldy, and the Railway Department attempted too much. It would be far better to have 
a train at a time for a smaller area, and Woodville in itself furnished enough passengers to 
warrant the train and to limit the number to sufficient to make a pleasant days outing. Mr 
Hall, M.H.R., accompanied the expedition.  
A school girl from Mangatainoka , writes;—" The school children returned about 9 o'clock on 
Saturday evening after one of the most pleasant outings that they could have had, everything 
going off first-class. The schoolmaster, Mr Wilson, is to be thanked for his kindness in 
chartering the steam launch for a trip down the river for the children, and they all thoroughly 
enjoyed it. It will be a long time before they forget it, or the committee who did all in their 
power to make them happy, and I am sure that the committee must have been pleased to see 
the children so happy. I hope this will be an annual affair." 
28th February 1895 A swimming contest among the scholars attending the Woodville, 
Hawera [Original name for Hamua], Mangatainoka, and Pahiatua Schools is to take place 
shortly at Mangatainoka. It is proposed to make it an annual event, and a challenge cup is to 
be competed for 
1st March 1895 Mr Blair, the chairman of the Education Board, will be at Mangatainoka to-
day to view the new school, and I am sure he will be pleased with the new room. It is a grand 
addition. 
4th March 1895 Mangatainoka. 
{From our own Correspondent.) Mr Blair, Chairman of the Education Board, and Mr 
Turnbull, architect, visited the School last Friday afternoon to pass the new addition, and 
were greatly pleased with the building. Mr Blair declared it was the first room in the whole of 
the Wellington district. Great praise was given to Mr C. Benzie, the contractor, for the way he 
carried out the contract entrusted to him, also all concerned, Mr Morrison, painter, and Mr A. 
Pickering, plumber. All carried out their respective parts to the entire satisfaction of Mr 
Turnbull, the architect. 
8th March 1895 Inter-School Swimming Tournament. 
 The first tournament between the Bush Schools was held at Mangatainoka on Wednesday. 
The Schools represented were the Mangatainoka, Woodville, Hawera, and Pahiatua. In most 
of the events each school entered three competitors 
 In the plate diving Wilson and Girdlestone tied three times for first place ; the fourth attempt 
put Wilson 1st, Girdlestone 2nd.  
The lOO yards was won easily by Palmer, who proved himself a fine swimmer. In the 25-
yards he tied with Barrel for 3rd place, and in the final won by two feet.  
The performance of S. Wilson was greatly admired by the onlookers. He secured three 1st 
places and one 2nd out of the five events. The various events were watched  with great 
interest by a large number of spectators, and they all produced keen contests, more especially 
... the deep diving. T 
The winner of the long  dive went a distance of 23 [21.03 metres] yards.  
Following are the results :—PLATE DIVING.  
1st, S. Wilson, Mangatainoka ... 3  
2nd, G. Girdlestone, Woodville 2  



3rd, Millar, Pahiatua ... 1  
100-YARDS RACE. 
 1st, W. Palmer, Woodville ... 3 
 2nd, Barrel, Mangatainoka... 2  
3rd, C. Chapman, Woodville ... 1  
50-YARDS RACE.  
1st, C. Smith, Hawera, 3  
2nd, S. Wilson, Mangatainoka... 2  
3rd, C. Newman, Pahiatua ... 1  
LONG DIVE.  
1st, S. Wilson, Mangatainoka ... 3  
2nd, Wakeford, Mangatainoka 2  
3rd, G. Girdlestone, Woodville 1  
25-YARDS RACE.  
1st, S. Wilson, Mangatainoka ... 3  
2nd, C. Smith. Hawera 2  
3rd, W. Palmer, Woodville ... 1 Points.— 
Mangatainoka, 15; Woodville, 8 ; Hawera, 5 ; Pahiatua , 2  
9th March 1895 During the present week the Pahiatua and Mangatainoka School children 
have been indulging in aquatic competitions in the Mangatainoka River, and a large number 
of them are becoming export swimmers. 
The Mangatainoka School house [Not the Head Teacher’s residence] has been increased to 
about double its former dimensions, by the addition of a large infant room. In this instance at 
the suggestion of the local Committee the usual design of the Education Board has been 
departed from, and the studs are sixteen feet instead of twelve feet. the result is that the-
building is splendidly lighted, well ventilated, and presents a very imposing appearance. 
27th March 1895 Wellington Education Board he Chairman reported that he had advised that 
the Board's carpenter should carry out work affecting the sanitation, &c, of the Mangatainoka 
School. 
28th March 1895 Wellington Education Board It was decided that Mr Nightingale should 
remain at Mangatainoka for three weeks longer, until the school examination. 
17th April 1895 Pahiatua is completely out off: the Mangatainoko is  flooded. The water m 
the township m places is three feet deep. All the roads except that to Woodville are 
impassable, and the telegraph wires are all down. 
26th April 1895 Mr T R Fleming inspector to inspect Mangatainoko on the 13th and 14th May 
26th April 1895 A correspondent writes : Mr Maclosky the chairman of the householders 
meeting at Mangatainoka was nominated but was objected to on the ground that he had not 
resided three months in the district. What position was he in as chairman of this meeting if he 
had had to give a easting vote? I maintain that he could not have given it, and the whole thing 
would have been up-set. 
1st May 1895 The election of the School Committee excited a very lively interest here, and 
resulted in the return of the following householders : — Messrs Polglaise, Brougham, Wyles, 
Chambers, Rose, Keaghan, and Pease. 
15th May 1895 Mangatainoka School Committee. 



The monthly meeting of Committee was held on Saturday, all members being present. The 
Headmaster reported :—Number on roll, 229; average past month, 183; highest attendance, 
214. 
The average attendance entitled the school to a pupil teacher extra.  
Proposed by Mr Brougham, seconded by Mr Chambers, " That the Board be asked for pupil 
teacher."— Carried. 
The school is to be examined next Monday week, and Messrs Polglase, and Brougham were 
appointed to meet Mr Fleming on his arrival and explain the want of a pupil teacher. 
It is the intention of the Committee to give Mr Nightingale a testimonial for the able manner 
in  which he conducted his part of the school during his stay here.  
Mr Pease tendered his resignation, and it was accepted with regret. 
Tenders were ordered to be called for firewood. 
Messrs Brougham, Keohan, and Chambers be appointed a sub-committee to accept tenders 
for same.  
Mr Benzie was appointed in place of Mr Pease, resigned.  
The Secretary was instructed to ask the Board to move shelter sheds while the Board's 
carpenter is here into a more suitable place.  
Applications are to be called for school cleaning at 8s per week for 12 months, list of duties 
to be seen at Mr Keohan's shop. \ 
Mr Brougham was elected visiting member for ensuing month. 
27th May 1895 The remains of Miss Godfrey, late assistant teacher at the Mangatainoka 
Public School, were interred at the local cemetery yesterday. It was the largest funeral ever 
witnessed here. Deceased had been ailing for the last eight months. 
30th May 1895 Miss Norah Cowles appointed pupil teacher 
31st May 1895 Miss Nellie Godfrey, for some time teacher at the Mangatainoka Public 
School, where she was beloved by teachers and scholars alike for her kindly and thoughtful 
disposition, died at her parents' residence at Pahiatua on Wednesday. She was 24- years of 
age 
12th June 1895 Mangatainoka School Committee. 
The Committee met on Saturday night, Mr Wiles in the chair.  
The treasurer reported £9 17s 4d in hand, and accounts were passed for payment for £4 12s.  
Six applications were received for school cleaning, that of Mrs Waldman being accepted.  
The inspector's report was very favourable. The master reported 230 on roll, average 
attendance 181.  
Miss Cowles was appointed pupil teacher, and Mr Keohan visiting member. Mr Keohan 
proposed, and Mr Rose seconded, that a letter of condolence be sent to the friends of the late 
Miss Godfrey. Messrs Wiles, Rose, and Polglase spoke of the high esteem Miss Godfrey had 
been held in by the children and School Committee during the time she was a teacher at the 
school. 
26th June 1895 Wellington Education Board The Mangatainoko Committee was allowed to 
divide the midwinter vacation, so as to have a week now and a weak later on 
16th August 1895 )f Mr J. A. Cowles the new second assistant master at Te Aro School, the 
Pahiatua Herald says:—By his departure from Mangatainoka, the Mangatainoka School will 
lose an excellent officer. "With the children he is a great favourite on account of the untiring 



interest he has always taken in them both in and out of school. As a townsman he will be 
missed. His readiness to assist anything started for the benefit of the town and district, and his 
unfailing good nature, have made him an universal favourite. 
21st August 1895 MANGATAINOKA V. WOODVILLE. A match between fifteens 
representing the above schools took place in Nelson’s paddock last Saturday, when the local 
boys succeeded in winning by 14 points. Tries were obtained by Collins (2), Horne, and 
Rabone , one of which was converted by Hausmann. The Woodville boys played a really 
good passing game, which would have done credit to a much older team, while the 
Mangatainoka boys played a plucky uphill game, in which S. Wilson was prominent. In the 
Woodville team all the backs played a really good game, W. Head being the pick. Of the 
forwards Giles, Collins, Rabone, Thacker, Horne, and Davies played well. For Mangatainoka, 
S. Wilson, back, and Wiles, Larsen, and Cade, forwards, were most prominent. Mr G. 
Halliday acted as referee, and Messrs Cowles and Hausmann as umpire 
27th August 1895 There are 27 applications for the vacant  assistant teachership at Kilbirnie, 
and 18 for the Mangatainoka position. 
28th August 1895 A “ social ” was given at Mangatainoka on Friday night to Mr J. A. Cowles, 
,who has been appointed to Te Aro School. Mr Cowles was presented by the  residents with a 
set of gold studs and links. 
4th September 1895 Mr. Cowles, formerly teacher at Mangatainoka, entered upon his duties 
as assistant in To Aro School this morning. He is to be succeeded at Mangatainoka by Mr. G. 
A, Jones, for some time at the Lower Hutt School. 
9th September 1895 Mangatainoka State School. 
The Inspector's report has been received. It is as follows: 
 " Inspected, August 14th, 1895". The numbers prefixed to the several sections of the 
following report indicate the topics of the sections as follows: 1. List of standard classes and 
teachers. 2. Remarks on the organisation as shown under topic 1. 3. Suitability of time tables. 
4. Remarks on the method and quality of the instruction in detail. 5. Order and discipline, and 
the tone of the school with respect to diligence, alacrity, obedience, and honor. 6. Supervision 
in recess. 7. Manners and general behavior of the pupils. ,8. State ,of buildings, grounds and 
fences.: 9. Sufficiency of accommodation. 10. Cleanliness and tidiness of rooms and 
premises, including outside ventilation and warming. 11. Other topics. 1.  
Standard classes and teachers— Headmaster, Mr Wilson, B.A.; assistants, Mr Cowles and 
Miss Wilson ; ex  pupil, teacher, Miss McKenny; pupil teachers, Miss Cicily and Miss 
Cowles. 2 Satisfactory, 3, Suitable. 4. The work of school generally is of a very satisfactory 
character; the management of the school is good.. 4. Very good. : 8. •The  offices and the 
'girls' shelter sheds have  been removed to more suitable positions. The boys' .playground has 
been greatly improved 
20th September 1895 Mr Jones, the newly-appointed assistant master of the Mangatainoka 
School, commenced his duties on Monday. 
 

1896	
1896	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $47,750	
1896	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $27,029	



1896	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Mary	H	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $14,415	

1896	 153	 Mangatainoka	 McKenny	 Cecilia	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £41	 $7,388	

1896	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Cowles	 Vera	Pallett	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £34	 $6,126	

1896	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £30	 $5,415	

12th February 1896 Pupil Teacher’s examination Third year  Mabel H Cicely [sic] 
commended and Vara [sic] Pallet Cowles passed 
25th February 1896 A lad named Scott Wilson, son of the master of the  Mangatainoka 
School, saved a couple of children from drowning in the river on Monday last. The Herald 
says his cool pluck deserves recognition from the proper quarters.  
10th April 1896 Mr Lee to Inspect Mangatainoko School on the 4th, 5th and 6th of April 
27th April 1896 Constable Sherry has been transferred from Blenheim to the new police 
station at Mangatainoka, and lias arrived there with his family. 
11th May 1896 The Government have sent a policeman to Mangatainoka. Surely they could 
procure a more suitable residence than the insanitary one he now resides in. To make a man 
and his family reside in such a hovel is simply cruel 
27th May 1896 On Saturday the Woodville and Mangatainoka School Fifteens played their 
second match at Mangatainoka, the visitors suffering defeat by 8 points to 3 
29th July 1896 Wellington Education Board Applications for an umbrella stand at Masterton, 
and for grants for drainage at Eketahuna, levelling at Mangatainoko, and repairing the Otaki 
residence were refused. 
An application by Miss Mabel Sicely, Mangatainoko, for an increase of salary was refused. 
It was decided to inform Miss Vera Cowles that she could not be transferred from 
Mangatainoko at present. 
18th November 1896 Mangatainoka School. 
. The following is the list of pupils attending the Mangatainoka School who were successful 
at the recent First Grade Drawing examination :  
Freehand. Sarah Anderson, Charles Barrell, Annie Boyden, Amy Brougham, Flossie 
Buckingham, George Cade, Kate Cade, Rachel Cooper, Annie Gardner, Collings Grut, 
Miriam Helps, Byron Jeffery, Frederick Jenkins, John Larsen, Stella Marsh, Ruby Polglase, 
Oswald Richardson, Fanny Waldmann, Doraetta Walther.  
Geometry. Leonard Barrell, Arthur Bull (good), Thomas Crawford (good), Richard Gregory, 
Joseph Johnson, Hilda Wilson.  
Scale.—Arthur Boult, J. Robert Cade (excellent), Emily Grut, Gertrude Grut, (good), Alice 
Petrie (excellent). Model.— Charles Barrell, Hilda Barrell, Arthur Boult, Amy Brougham, 
Thomas Dray, Louis Gitchard, William Gleeson, Colling Grut, Emily Grut, Violet Nixon, 
Maggie McBeth, Alice Petrie, (excellent), Arthur Wakeford, Fanny Waldman, George 
Waldman, Doraetta Walther, Arthur Wilson (excellent), Walter Wilson. 
18th November 1896 Educational Scholarships Wairarapa Candidates. — Charles J. 
Shannahan, Pahiatua, 531 ; Annie Haigh, Greytown, 521 ; Arthur B. Wilson,' Mangatainoka, 
512 ; Albert Tocker, Greytown, 491. The first 3 will probably get scholarships 
16th December 1896 The people of Mangatainoka are establishing a library and reading-
room. 
 



1897	
1897	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Wilson	 Henry	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $47,273	
1897	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $26,759	
1897	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Stewart	 Margaret	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $14,271	

1897	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £42	 $7,492	

1897	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Petrie	 Alice	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £20	 $3,568	

1897	 165	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £10	 $1,784	

Margaret Stewart 
Margaret Stewart only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Mangatinoko for 
the 2 years 1897 and 1898. Resigned in 1899 as Mrs Herrick 
1899/1715 Margaret Stewart Edward Montgomery Herrick 
 
Alice Petrie 
 Alice Petrie taught at Mangatainoka as a pupil teacher from 1897 to 1900 and then 
spent one further year at Pahiatua. In 1902 she was at the Terrace School in 
Wellington In 1903 she was at Greytown as a Pupil Teacher and then was promoted 
there to an assistant teacher for one year. 
1906/5610 Alice Petrie Frank Sidney Waite 
26th April 1906 Waite—Petrie.—On Wednesday, April 25th, at the Mangatainoka 
Parish Church, by the Rev. J. Marshall, Frank Sidney, youngest son of Robert Waite, 
of Birmingham, England, to Alice, youngest daughter of C. H. Petrie, Mangatainoka. 
 
Violet Nixon   
Started teaching at Mangatainoka in 1897 until 1903 as a pupil teacher. She then 
went to Hamua in 1904 to 1907  as mistress in a 2 teacher school 
1908/744 Violet Matilda Nixon Robert Joseph Brown 
On Wednesday last, at Church  of England, Pahiatua Mr Robert Brown, of 
Dannevirke, was married to Miss Violet Nixon, of Mangaramarama. After the 
ceremony Mr and Mrs Brown left for their home in Dannevirke 
 
16th February 1897 Inspector Lee will be at Mangatainoka School on the 10th March 
22nd February 1897 A meeting of parents was held in the Schoolhouse last Saturday evening 
to arrange for an excursion to Wellington. Mr Wiles occupied the chair. Representatives from 
outlying districts were present. It was resolved to have an excursion on the 13th of next 
month. 
23rd February 1897 Teachers Examination Passed Cecilia McKenny and Vara P Cowles (5th 
year)  
13th March 1897 The first train from Pahiatua left for Wellington with an excursion of 
Mangatainoka and Pahiatua school - children at 4.30 o'clock this morning. The youngsters 
will not return till the 3.30 train from Wellington on Monday. The line will be opened for 
regular passenger  traffic in about four weeks. 



22nd March 1897 The Mangatainoka School Committee held their monthly meeting last 
Saturday evening. Present—Messrs W. Wiles, B. Herrick, J. Rose, S. Chambers, and A. P. 
London, 
The Headmaster H. Wilson) reported that the number on the roll was 208 ; highest 
attendance, 178 ; average attendance for past month, 166 ; average for past week, 162. 
The Headmaster handed in a letter from the Woodville headmaster, stating he had given a 
guarantee of 500 tickets for the school excursion to Napier for the 26th inst., and asking for 
the school to join with them in the trip. The Chairman considered it would not be advisable to 
grant another holiday at the present time as the school had just held an excursion to 
Wellington.—lt was resolved that the letter be received. The Returning Officer made a 
request for the use of school on the 25th for the licensing elections. The Chairman stated he 
had granted the request, and the Chairman’s action was approved.  
Mr E. Herrick was appointed visiting member for the ensuing month.  
Accounts to the amount of £3 10s 8d were passed for payment, and the meeting adjourned. 
12th April 1897 MANGATAINOKA. The Committee met on Saturday last, all the  members 
present.  
The Headmaster reported the number on roll 207; highest attendance, 185; last week, 172.  
Notice was received of Miss Cowles' removal to Wellington, and it was resolved that Miss 
Petrie be recommended for the position of pupil teacher, and that the matter be left in the  
hands of the Headmaster and Chairman to deal with. 
Accounts amounting to L 3 9s were passed for payment.  
The Committee were asked to draw up the  annual report for the meeting of householders. 
26th April 1897 The Mangatainoka School is to be examined on the 3rd and 4th May, and 
Pahiatua on the 5th 
28th April 1897 MANGATAINOKA. The annual meeting of householders was held in the 
Schoolroom on Monday evening last, 22 householders being present.  
The following gentlemen were elected members of the new Committee :—Messrs J. Polglase, 
E. M, Herrick, A. Barrell R. Parker, W. Graham-Smeaton, A. P. London, and S. Boult.  
The householders meeting was the quietest ever held in this district.  
At a Committee meeting afterwards, Mr Polglase was elected chairman, and Mr E. M, 
Herrick secretary and treasurer, 
29th April 1897  At the Wellington Education Board yesterday, the following changes of 
teachers were agreed to Miss Cowles [Not Miss Combs as in some publications], from 
Mangatainoka to Porirua, to relieve Miss Evans, who is promoted jo assistant at Johnsonville 
in place of Miss Drawbridge, who resigned at Easter 
3rd May 1897 On Saturday a match was played between the boys of the above schools 
[Woodville and Mangatainoka] . The game resulted in a win for Woodville by 4 points to nil. 
Master Scott Wilson captained the Mangatainoka boys, and Master Harvey acted in a similar 
capacity for the Woodville team. Want of combination was noticeable in both teams, which 
will no doubt be remedied with practice as the season advances. At the termination of the 
match, cheers were given for all concerned. 
12th May 1897 Mangatainoka School Committee A meeting was held on Saturday evening 
last, when the following members were present:—Messrs Polglase (Chairman), E. M. 
Herrick, Boult, Graham-Smeaton, London, and Parker.  



The Headmaster reported as follows Number on roll 200, highest attendance 186, average for 
past four weeks 184, past week 186.  
A letter was received from the Board’s secretary re application for Board's carpenter, whose 
services could not be spared for some time, there being too much work on hand.  
The visiting member reported several items which required seeing to.  
Several accounts amounting to £2 2s 8d were passed for payment.  
Mr Boult was appointed visiting member for ensuing month.  
One month’s leave of absence was granted Lo Miss McKenna, owing to ill-health. Resolved 
that applications be invited for school cleaning for the next twelve months. Resolved to call 
tenders for the cutting of 8 cords of firewood for school use.  
The Secretary was instructed to write the Board re necessary work needed to school and 
teacher’s residence. 
17th May 1897 The Woodville and Mangatainoka school boys played a match at football on 
Saturday at Mangatainoka, and the game resulted in a draw, both sides scoring two tries each. 
26th May 1897 Wellington Education Board The resignation of Miss Mary Wilson was 
accepted 
25th June 1897 At Mangatainoka 
A monster picnic was held in the Public  Domain on Tuesday last. When the procession 
arrived on the ground the school children sung the .National Anthem. Then the children  
began a series of races, apple eating contest, and many other games. Of course footballs were 
very prominent, there being no less than three going the whole time. Mr De Lorree 
photographed a large number of those present. A handsome testimonial was to have been 
presented to Mr J. B. Rose, the late popular secretary to the School Committee. He held that 
position for six years continuously, and good work for the school. Mr Rose did not appear on 
the ground, and it was decided to make the presentation in the Hall during the evening, but 
again there was no appearance of Mr Rose. Mr Walker was asked to take charge of the 
testimonial which is now on view in Mr Walker’s shop window.  
The children were amply provided with refreshments. Great credit was due to Mesdames 
Polglase, Cade, and others, who spared no pains in attending to the wants of the youngsters. 
Constable Sheary was kept busy all day refereeing for a section of the footballers ; Messrs 
Polglase and Boult supervised the apple-eating contest ; Messrs E. M. Herrick, W. Wiles, A. 
P. London, and J. H. Walker attended to the children’s races ; Messrs Graham, Smeaton and 
Firmstone prepared the tea and coffee, and Mr Cade acted as gatekeeper. Mr A. Barrell was 
also kept busy all clay, notwithstanding he was suffering severely from the effects of a 
poisoned hand.  
The picnic was kept up until dusk. Then most of those present proceeded to the Dudley Arms 
Hotel to witness the display of fireworks given by Captain Richardson. After this, all 
adjourned to Walther’s Hall to see the magic lantern entertainment given by Mr De Loree. 
The first view was that of  Her Majesty the Queen. All present stood up and sang “ God Save 
the Queen.” A large number of handsome views were shown, and highly appreciated.  
Mr Herrick (secretary), then notified that the Hall would be cleared for a dance. This was 
kept up until 11 p.m. The music -was supplied by Miss McDowall, of Palmerston North 
(piano), and Mr J.H; Walker (flute) Everyone fully enjoyed the  programme for the day, and 
many a youngster will, remember the Record Reign celebrations in Mangatainoka. 



13th July 1897 The Mangatainoka School Committee has also approved of the Board's 
selection, of Miss Margaret Stewart, late of Greymouth, to the Mangatainoka school 
26th July 1897 The Woodville v. Mangatainoka Schools met on the local ground on Saturday, 
and a very pleasant game resulted in Woodville scoring 30 points to Mangatainoka's nil. 
2nd August 1897 Through passenger traffic to Mangatainoka, on the Wellington-Pahiatua line 
of railway, was opened to-day. The line has been open for goods traffic for some time. 5th 
August The train from To Aro, for instance, will depart at 7 a.m., arriving at Mangatainoka at 
1.48 p.m. ; and the train from Mangatainoka will depart at 2.5 p.m., arriving at Te Aro at 9.8 
p.m. 
29th September 1897 Wellington Education Board Miss Cecilia McKenny resigns  
5th October 1897 John R Cade appointed pupil Teacher Mangatainoka 
13th October 1897 Mr H. Wilson, headmaster of the Mangatainoka School, has sent in his 
resignation of that position to the Educational Board, The Pahiatua Herald, referring to Mr 
Wilson, says:—“ It will be a public misfortune as far as Mangatainoka is concerned if Mr 
Wilson’s services are lost to that school, for his career has been one long march of success." 
That the residents of Mangatainoka feel keenly in the matter may be gathered from the fact 
that a petition circulating in the district -asking .Mr Wilson to to reconsider his decision is 
being almost universally signed. We hope the petition will not be ineffectual. 
27th October 1897 A largely attended meeting of householders was held in the Mangatainoka 
school on Saturday evening. Capt. Richardson was in the chair, Mr Barrell explained the 
circumstances connected with the unfortunate business at present exercising the public of 
Mangatainoka. He detailed the facts concerning the resignation of Miss Wilson, the 
headmaster’s recommendation of Miss McKenny, and the Board’s appointment of Miss 
Stewart. Letters were read concerning the recent trouble between the headmaster and Miss 
Stewart. Extracts from the minutes of the special meeting of enquiry held on the 18th August 
were also read. The circumstances concerning the headmaster’s resignation and the petition 
which was subsequently circulated were also placed before the meeting. After some 
discussion Mr James moved, “ That this meeting of householders assembled heartily endorse 
the action of the Committee in having accepted the resignation, of Mr Wilson.” Mr Walker 
seconded the resolution and said that the Mangatainoka School held a phenomenal record for 
the bf teachers that had gone through the school —twenty-one in 8 years under one 
headmaster. This statement was challenged, but discussion on it was ruled out of order. The 
motion was then put and carried unanimously. The meeting then concluded. 
27th October 1897 Wellington Education Board and the withdrawal of the resignation of Mr. 
H. Wilson, Mangatainoka, was agreed to 
11th November 1897 The Masterton School has won three scholarships, all that are available 
for schools that size under the new, scheme. Mangatainoka and Vogletown have obtained one 
scholarship each in the "C" list and the three principal Wellington schools two each. 
15th November 1897 SCHOOLS WITH AN AVEBAGE ATTENDANCE BETWEEN 100 
AND 200 (TWO SCHOLARSHIPS.)  
Florence Fitchett, Vogeltown— English 89; arithmetic, 80; science, 102; history, 76 ; 
geography, 53 ; writing, 50. Total, 450.  
Alice Bentley, Mangatainoka — English, 103; arithmetic, 75; science, 93; history, 76; 
geography, 61; writing, 40. Total, 448.  



The two next on the list are— Mabel Welsby, Vogeltown, 408; Alfred Boult, Mangatainoka, 
399 
19th November 1897 Mr Wilson, the well-known schoolmaster of Mangatainoka, has 
patented an invention for doing away with the slip in bicycle crank. 
8th December 1897 The Chairman of the Mangatainoka School wrote that his committee 
refused to accept the Board's reply as satisfactory and asked that the whole matter of the 
trouble in the school be dealt with bj' a full Board. It was decided not to re-open the 
discussion. 
 

1898	
1898	 140	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $45,395	
1898	 140	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $25,695	
1898	 140	 Mangatainoka	 Stewart	 Margaret	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $13,704	

1898	 140	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £42	 $7,195	

1898	 140	 Mangatainoka	 Petrie	 Alice	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £25	 $4,283	

1898	 140	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £20	 $3,426	

Chatwin George W 
Started teaching at Mt Cook Boys as a pupil teacher in 1884. In 1890 he was at Hutt 
School until 1892 
 
17th July 1893 Chatwin— Booker.— At Blenheim, on July 11th. by the Ven 
Archdeacon Grace, George William, second son of C. H. Chatwin, Wellington, to 
Amy, eldest daughter of W. A. Booker, Onamalutu. 
4th October 1887 Kaitoke School whose teacher was dismissed. Mr. Chatwin, until 
recently a student at the Training College, has been appointed to the temporary 
charge of the school, and it was re-opened by him yesterday 
1888 and 1889 at Onamalutu in the Marlborough Education Board  
In 1893 he went to Taueru School and in 1898 Appointed to Mangatainoka where he 
stayed until at least 1915. By 1917 he was head master at Pahiatua where he still 
was in 1923 when my records end 

Mangatainoka Pahiatua Chatwin George William 1/09/1948 
 
Headstone Inscription: Happy memories of Amy (Mia) Chatwin, beloved wife of 
George William  Chatwin , 1871 - 1942. And also in loving memory of George 
William Chatwin, 1868 - 1948. Also if their eldest son, Charles Henry, 1894 - 1936. 
There is no mention of Charles Henry in the database or original  records. 
 
1894/8994 Chatwin Charles Henry Amy George William 
1896/16604 Chatwin George Lothiar Amy George William 
1898/7820 Chatwin Doris Aileen Amy George William 
1901/7931 Chatwin Francis Leonard Amy George William 
1903/8461 Chatwin Eunice Gertrude Amy George William 



 
17th January 1898 The Mangatainoka settlers made a splendid fight to save the butter factory 
the library, the school, the  police station, the railway station, the Salvationist Barracks, aid 
other buildings, which were surrounded by walls of lire. The grandstand on the racecourse is 
standing intact, although the adjoining buildings were burnt. Many people are delirious 
through the effects of the smoke, and settlers are absolutely exhausted and unable to continue 
the fight if it should be required, 
26th January 1898 Wellington Education Board accepted the resignation of the Mangatainoka 
School Committee [There was no mention of why this happened in any newspaper] 
27th January 1898 Wellington Education Board the committee further recommended that the 
application of Mr Jones to establish drawing classes at Pahiatua and Mangatainoka for 
instruction of teachers and students be agreed to. 
22nd February 1898 A school cricket match is likely to take place on Saturday between 
Mangatainoka, Pahiatua, and Masterton, against the Lower Valley schools. 
7th March 1898 May 3rd and 4th Mangatainoka School will be inspected by Mr Robert Lee 
7th April 1898 A correspondent writing from Mangatainoka expresses his dissatisfaction at 
the inadequate accommodation provided at the local post office, which is part of the railway 
station. The platform, also, is far too small, and the fact that no water is procurable at the 
station is, the writer thinks, sufficient to show that the department is asleep 
29th April 1898 School Committee Mangatainoka. Messrs A. P. London, J. Polglase, A. 
Barrel!, A. McKenzie, E. M. Herrick, S. Boult and G. Walther. Mr Polglase was elected 
chairman, and Mr Walther secretary and treasurer 
26th May 1898 he Board of Education has decided to rearrange the teaching staff of the 
Mangatainoka School as soon as a suitable opportunity occurs.  
6TH July 1898 The Wellington Education Board has decided to inform the Mangatainoka 
School Committee that no time will be lost in making arrangements for the transfer of Mr 
Wilson, headmaster. 
28th July 1898 Wellington Education Board The Education Board yesterday considered 96 
applications for the position of teacher of the Roseneath school. It is understood that Mr 
Wilson, of the Mangatainoka school, has been chosen. 
28th July 1898 Mr. Henry Wilson, who has been selected to take charge of the new school at 
Roseneath, is a highly qualified teacher. He holds a Bl certificate, and was at one time head 
master of the East Oxford School, Canterbury. On entering the service of the Wellington 
Board of Education he was appointed to a position in the Masterton School, and after a while 
he was placed in charge of the Mangatainoko School, where he now is. The salary at 
Roseneath will be £200 a year 
3rd August 1898 Mr Davidson, of Wellington, is to take temporary charge of the 
Mangatainoka school 
11th August 1898 The Education Board's relieving teacher, Mr. Davidson, has taken charge of 
the Mangatainoka. School, and will remain there until a permanent appointment is made in 
place of the former teacher, who was recently transferred to the charge of the new school at 
Roseneath. 
15th August 1898 New school at Roseneath opened 



29th August 1898 Positions under the Wellington Education Board are evidently widely 
sought after. For the position of head teacher at Mangatainoka School, at a salary of £235 a 
year, there are 62 applicants……….. A considerable number of the applications are from 
outside Wellington. 
7th August 1898 At a special meeting of the Mangatainoka School Committee Mr. Chatwin, 
of the Taueru School, was selected as teacher for the school.  
1st September 1898 Wellington Education Board It was decided to inform the Mangatainoko 
Committee that the timber on the local reserve was the Board's property ; also that the 
Chairman of the Board would deal with the question of repairs to the teacher's residence. 
28th September 1898 An illuminated address is to be presented to Mr. George Chatwin, who, 
after some years' charge of the Taueru School, has been promoted to the head - teachership of 
the Mangatainoka School. Mr. Chatwin made himself very popular at Taueru 
29th September 1898 Wellington Education Board The Chairman was authorised to arrange 
for a room for the teacher at Coonoor; to deal with certain matters in dispute about the sale of 
timber, &c., at Mangatainoka; 
29th September 1898 Some difficulty having arisen over the sale of the timber on the school 
reserve at Mangatainoka, the matter was left in the hands of the Chairman to settle, and the 
teacher there (Mr. Wilson) was given leave to remove some sheds he had erected. 
4th October 1898 Part of a long article on the farewell for Mr and Mrs Chatwin at Taueru 
Upwards of ono hundred residents of Taueru and district, assembled in the Taueru Town Hall 
last evening, to bid farewell to Mr and Mrs G. W. Chatwin, who are leaving that place to take 
up their residence at Mangatainoka, Mr Chatwin havng been appointed to the position of 
Headmaster of the Mangatainoka school The Taueru School Committee had arranged a 
programme of music, singing and dialogue, lo entertain the visitors and at ten o'clock the 
event of the evening look place, the presentation to Mr Chatwin of an illuminated address, 
and to Mrs Chatwin a handsome solid silver tea service, artistically chased and 
inscribed……….. 
22nd October 1898 On a recent visit to the Bush districts, Mr. A. D. Riley, the Director of the 
Wellington Technical School, completed arrangements for the course of cookery instruction 
to country pupils at the Education Board Schools. Miss Millington, the Board's teacher of 
cookery, now conducts classes at Pahiatua (including Scarborough and Makakahi) on 
Mondays, at Mangatainoka on Tuesdays, 
28th October 1898 Miss Millington only had three pupils from the Mangatainoka school at 
her cooking class in the Town Hall on Saturday morning last, says the Pahiatua Herald. This 
indifference as (o the intensely important art of cooking implies one of two things-cither that 
our girls do not wish to learn or that they are already expert cooks. If they do not wish to 
learn they ought to be ashamed of themselves, and if they fancy they have nothing further to 
learn then n by is it that Pa and the boys are called upon to suiter the pangs of indigestion so 
frequently. One of women's daily aims is to get at a man's heart. Well, the nearest track is 
through his appetite. We hope to be able to chronicle a big attendance at next Saturday's 
class. 
 



1899	
1899	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $47,022	
1899	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $26,616	
1899	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $14,195	

1899	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Petrie	 Alice	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £32	 $5,678	

1899	 160	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £20	 $3,549	

23rd February 1899 The Pahiatua School Committee is arranging for an excursion to 
Foxton on 8th March, Mangatainoka probably falling into the arrangement. 
8th April 1899 Mr Fleming to inspect Mangatainoka on 1st and 2nd May 
7th August 1899 The Woodville School defeated the Mangatainoka School boys on the 
local ground on Saturday by 12 points to nil. Tries were scored by Hambling (2), 
Eccles and Hardie. Mr Stace was referee. The Woodville boys supplied refreshments 
after the match 
11th September 1899 The school concert given by the children at Mangatainoka on 
Friday night was a success, and the programme, which was a lengthy one, was gone 
through without a hitch. Among the best items was a debate on " Are our girls over 
educated '? ; ' in which fifteen boys spoke upon it, arid expressed their opinions in a 
manner that would do credit to some of our best speakers. Other good items were an 
exhibition of club swinging, skirt dance by eight girls, Mrs Jarleys wax works, and fan 
drill by girls. The singing in the choruses and glees showed careful training on the 
part of the school teachers, who have reason to be proud of the way the children 
were applauded. After the concert the hall was cleared for dancing, which was kept 
going till an early hour. The receipts amounted to something over £'l2. 
28th September 1899 After 5 years of being a pupil teacher Miss Sicely was appointed 
assistant teacher  
28th September 1899 Mrs Herrick [Margaret Stewart] resigns  
30th November 1899 Wellington Education Board the removal of the old sheds at 
Mangatainoka and the obtaining of an estimate for new sheds was authorised 
14th December 1899 Wellington Education Board Sheds half cost 
22nd December 1899 Education Board Scholarships Catherine Cade finished 4th with 
409 points only 2 behind the Greytown girl who was awarded a scholarship  for 
schools with a roll of between 100 and 290 

1900	
1900	 162	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $46,073	
1900	 162	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $26,079	
1900	 162	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $13,909	

1900	 162	 Mangatainoka	 Petrie	 Alice	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £35	 $6,085	

1900	 162	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £25	 $4,347	

Catherine Cade  
Catherine Cade started as a Pupil Teacher at Mangatainoka in 1901 and finished her 
Pupil teachership there in 1904. From 1903 her Katherine started with a K. She 



stayed teaching at Mangatainoka and resigned 15th October 1919 Buried at Pahiatua 
Cemetery in 1942 
 
3rd January 1900 A Bush team organised by Mr Chatwin, of Mangatainoka, played a match 
against the Horokiwi team on the Woodville ground yesterday. The weather was simply 
execrable, a howling gale blowing the whole day. Mr Chatwin was very unfortunate in not 
getting the services of Druce. Hawkins, Britland, and Bode, for had those players been in the 
team we are confident the result would have been different. The team had to be made up of 
lads and considering all things the Bush representatives mode a very bold bid for victory. 
…… 
5th March 1900 A Mangatainoka lad went home from school and told his folks they had a 
holiday because Ladysmith had been relieved. Another added But when they catch Kruger 
we’ll get holidays for the rest of the year.” 
24th April 1900 School Committee Mangatainoka School Committee : — Messrs. Quinlan, 
Barrell, Pimm, Ashby, Wiles, McLeary, Polglase. Mr. Barrell Chairman, and Mr. Ashby 
Secretary. 
16th May 1900 Woodville School Committee Mr Motley asked what were the powers vested 
in the headmaster for expelling children from school ? He mentioned the case of Ms C. 
Campbell's boy who had been expelled, and was now attending the Mangatainoka school. He 
would move—- " That the headmaster be asked whether the boy Norman Campbell had been 
expelled from school, and if so, for what reason."—Seconded by Mr Harris, and carried.  
25th May 1900 Woodville Express. Football has died out in Mangatainoka this year 
11th July 1900 Woodville School Committee Mr Chas. M. Campbell waited on the meeting 
with reference to the expulsion of his boy Norman from school. Mr Stevenson’s explanation 
of the affair was read to Mr Campbell, the only portion he objected to being the accusation 
that he (Mr Campbell) had used offensive language to Mr Stevenson. He produced a letter 
from the master of the Mangatainoka school, stating the boy had behaved splendidly since he 
entered that school. 
The members of the Committee, although they could not move in the matter, were glad to 
hear that there was a decided improvement in the boy’s conduct, and Mr Campbell thanked 
the Committee and left, stating that he had not finished with the matter yet. 
13th July 1900 The senior girls of the Mangatainoka School have collected over £4 for a flag. 
The committee are going to have a handsome staff erected in the grounds to fly it on 
26th July 100 School teachers and their pay. The Wellington Education Board were in 
financial trouble and held a review: included he following memorandum was submitted 
showing the list of teachers in excess of staff as provided by the Board's regulations : G. A. 
Jones, assistant, Mangatainoka 
18th August  1900 The Free Lance " How do you like living in Wellington after the country ?" 
asked the good lady's niece. "Well, they 'says it's lovely, but give me Mangatainoka. Why, 
when we got a new armchair in the dining room up there, all the women in the settlement 
came round to see what it cost. I could buy half an auction room' here, and no one cares." 
30th August 1900 The Mangatainoka School Committee  wrote protesting against the 
proposal to replace the male assistant by a pupil teacher. As the  school only required an 
increase of eleven in the average attendance to entitle it to both a, pupil teacher and assistant, 



the committee was of opinion the assistant should be retained.' The' matter was held over till 
next meeting. 
10th September 1900 Woodville Examiner Mangatainoka will be en fete this afternoon when 
the ceremony of unfurling the flag at the school is to be performed. Proceedings commence at 
3 o’clock. The Hon. the Minister of Education will unfurl the flag. The management 
committee has neglected to send us an invitation. 
11th September 1900 10th September. • The unfurling of the flag at the Mangatainoka School, 
took place this afternoon. Among those present were Messrs. J. T. M. Hornsby and J. 
O'Meara (M.H.R.'s[member of the House of Representatives]), and W. McArdle (member of 
the Education Board). The unfurling was done by Mr. O'Meara, children singing appropriate 
songs. Mr. Hornsby and a number of the local School Committee gave addresses. Mr. 
McArdle will plant an oak tree to commemorate his departure from the district. 
29th September 1900 Free Lance: Fancy Hornsby, the portly member for the Wairarapa, being 
mistaken for the Minister of Education ! There was a flag unfurling at Mangatainoka the 
other day, and a correspondent of the Woodville paper, who didn't appear to know one 
legislator from another, credited J.T.M.H. with the patriotic deed. In reality the man who 
unfurled the emblem of England's greatness was O'Meara, no less 
 

1901	
1901	 179	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $44,737	
1901	 179	 Mangatainoka	 Jones	 George	A	 	 Assistant	Master	 £150	 $25,323	
1901	 179	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 	 Assistant	Female	 £90	 $15,194	

1901	 179	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £40	 $6,753	

1901	 179	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Catherine	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £20	 $3,376	

1901	 179	 Mangatainoka	 McBeth	 Margaret	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £20	 $3,376	

Margaret McBeth  
Started as a pupil teacher at Mangatainoka until 1904 when she went to Makomako 
as assistant teacher until spending 1910 and 1911 at Gladstone School 
 
17th January 1891 Victoria College [Now Victoria university] William Ralph Burge of 
Mangatainoka qualified finishing  7th on the Wairarapa List and the first for candidates who 
didn’t go to Masterton schools and the only other non Masterton student who qualified was 
Jessie Winter who scored 857  
28th February 1901 Following up their conference at Mangatainoka a last week, with the 
villager's, the members of the Land Board, accompanied by Mr Kavanagh, Crown Stands 
Ranger, made a tour through the homesteads. The inspection extended over the 14th, 15th 
and 16th. The object was to ascertain from the settlers individually their position, wishes and. 
suggestions. In several respects the result was agreeably disappointing. There were no tong 
faces manifestations of melancholy and the Commissioners found in nearly- every instance a 
cheerful welcome. ‘  
The first lot visited are, in one respect, three of the thriftiest settlers in the locality. The 
success of the Mangatainoka School is largely due to their enterprise. By a curious 



coincidence the heads of these families average forty years of age, their children number 
forty, and their sections, which adjoin, represent forty acres in all. What an object lesson to 
the three grey-bearded old bachelors residing in the unpainted, dingy cottages across the road, 
ardently qualifying for an old age pension!.......... 
21st March 1901 Showing increases due in a new wage round  
Mangatainoka— (160), first assistant, £90 (£10) ; pupil teacher, £47 (£5) ; pupil teacher, £37 
(£5). 
24th  April 1901 MANGATAINOKA. The annual meeting of householders was held on 
Monday evening. There was a good attendance of parents. The report of the retiring 
committee was read and adopted. It was decided to apply through the member for the district 
for a share of the medals which are being distributed in honor of the visit of the Duke and 
Duchess of Cornwall.  
The following gentlemen were elected a committee for the ensuing year;—Messrs Quinlan 
(chairman), Wainwright (secretary), Barrell, Ashby, Polglase, Baillie and London. 
22nd June 1901 At the Teacher’s Salaries Commission At Mangatainoka, for instance, the  
headmaster's salary, was £265. Under the proposed scale, the Salary would be from £219 to 
£229, and under the alternative scale £237 to £252. 
27th June 1901 Margaret McBeth pupil teacher of Hukanui transferred to Mangatainoka 
19th August 1901 Wellington Education Board he chairman was empowered to look into the 
application to have a High School constituted at Grey town. The transfer of Miss Petrie from 
Mangatainoka to Pahiatua was authorised; Miss Catherine Code [Cade] was promoted to the 
Mangatainoka vacancy: 
‘1st November 1901 William Burge scored 399 marks in Class C Schools (between 100 and 
200 students) Didn’t qualify 2 students from Karori winning the scholarships. 
2nd December 1901 The concert in aid of the School Prize Fund eventuated on Friday evening 
and was a most pronounced success. Walther's Hall was packed lo suffocation, the takings 
amounting to something over £22. A long programme was gone through in a most capable 
manner, the items given by the younger children being particularly enjoyable. Perhaps the 
best item of the evening was that given by Miss Ethel Monteith, 1 " Ma Curly  headed 
Babbie," in fancy-dress, The young lady was accorded an emphatic encore. Another fine item 
was the debate '' Whether Education or Commerce confers more lasting benefit on a country," 
in which 19 boys took part. Some very pretty tableaux were given with limelight effects. 
Wally Sharp's song was well sung, as was also those by Ida Walther and Alice Goodwin. 
Other good items were the chorus " Good night," the gun drill by the boys and the wand drill 
by the girls, and the dialogue by four girls " Circumstances alter cases." All the items shewed 
the most careful training and reflected the highest credit on the teachers, who one and all are 
to be congratulated on the splendid result of their efforts. After the concert was over, 
refreshments were provided for the children in Mr McPherson's show-room, lent for the 
occasion.. The hall was then cleared for dancing and about sixty couples footed it merrily to 
the music of Messrs Sharp and Barrell. The concert is to be repeated in about three weeks. 
3rd December 1901 The Mangatainoka School Committee netted £2l at a concert on Friday. 
 



1902	
1902	 158	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $43,691	
1902	 158	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 	 Assistant	Female	 £110	 $18,136	

1902	 158	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £50	 $8,244	

1902	 158	 Mangatainoka	 McBeth	 Margaret	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £30	 $4,946	

1902	 158	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Catherine	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	 £20	 $3,297	

24th January 1902 We are pleased to hear that the little boy Sharp, who was seriously injured 
on the nose by a cyclist while playing on the road at Mangatainoka last week, has almost 
recovered from the effects of the mishap.  
5th February 1902 Mangatainoka, Wellington Education Board new salary Mabel Sicely, 
present salary £8O, colonial salary £110; Appointment yet to be made 
17th February 1902 he school concert given by the children attending the Mangatainoka 
school took place on Friday evening. It was a great success, all the items on the programme, 
which consisted of dialogues, tableaux, songs, recitations, etc., being well received. Miss E. 
Sharp played all the accompaniments. The fund for providing a cricket ground for the school 
should be materially strengthened  as a result of the entertainment. 
17th February 1902 Mr G A Jones of Mangatainoka appointed to Mangamahoe 
21st February 1902 The swimming sports for schools in the Forty-mile Bush, held on 
Wednesday, consisted of nine events, all of which were well-contested. There were 91 entries 
in all. The grant of £4 17s being too small to allow of-second prizes being awarded in all 
events, Messrs. Wills, Lewis, and Marley generously contributed second prizes in three cases. 
Mr. Marley's trophy was competed for in points, and has not yet been won, Pahiatua and 
Mangatainoka having scored 20½  points each. The Pahiatua School picnic, which was held 
in another part of the ground, was hardly less successful than the aquatics. In all about 800 
were present. 
27th February 1902 Wellington Education Board  Miss Ada  Monica Cook appointed assistant  
£80 
3rd March 1902 Mr G. A. Jones, second master of the local school, has been transferred to 
Mangamahoe school where be undertakes the duties of headmaster. On Friday afternoon the 
scholars presented Mr Jones with a gong and pair ol hall brushes. Prom the teaching stall be 
received a beautiful cake dish suitably inscribed. In the evening Mr Jones was entertained at a 
farewell social. The members of the chess and draughts Club gave him a silver-mounted 
pickle jar. Speeches were made having reference to the regret felt at Mr Jones departure. An 
enjoyable evening was spent in singing and dancing. 
Mr Jones has keen for six years in the district, and always look the greatest interest in 
football, cricket, chess and and also in matters, his services to the Pahiatua Musical Society 
being most invaluable. 
5th April 1902 Free Lance on the Wellington Rugby Team included J S Wilson I first met in 
the Forty mile  Bush, where, playing among the schoolboys at Mangatainoka at cricket and 
football, he gave promise of developing into something above the ordinary. His father — a 
schoolmaster by profession — obtained an appointment in the city, and brought his family 
hither, and "Scott" — to give him the name by which he is known among his friends — 
joined the Athletic Club, and, with some fine place-kicking, contributed greatly to the 



winning of the championship by that club's junior fifteen the year he played for it. The war 
fever caught young Wilson within its embrace-, and, as a member of the Fourth Contingent, 
he saw service, and came back in the Tagus a full grown man. and is now as fine a stamp of 
footballer as there is in the city. 
25th April 1902 A painful accident happened to a son of Mr Chatwin, schoolmaster, on 
Tuesday. He got his finger jammed in a door. Dr Dawson was sent for, and found it necessary 
amputate the top of the little finger. The little fellow is getting along alright. 
30th April 1902 MANGATAINOKA. Messrs A. Burrell (chairman), J. Quinlan, J. Ashby, C. 
Parker, T. Read, T, Raynor, J. Unwin (secretary). 
9th June 1902 Woodville Coronation Committee: Resolved that the teachers, committee and 
children of the Mangatainoka school be invited to take partin the proceedings 
18th June 1902 Mangatainoka At the Coronation Committee meeting held here on Saturday, 
subscription lists were handed in shewing that the people were freely subscribing to the fund. 
It is intended to invite the people of Makairo, Kohinui and Scarborough to a monster picnic 
and children’s sports which will take place on the Domain, The children are to assemble at 
the school in the morning to salute the flag. The chairmen of the various committees will 
deliver abort addresses and the children will then be marched to the Domain. In the 
procession there will be a full-rigged ship, 6 feet long, which is now being made by Mr 
Upton. At night fireworks are to be let off on the trig station on Mr Beetham’s Hill, after 
which a social and dance will conclude the programme. 
31st July 1902 Messrs J. Thomas and J. Chatwin, headmasters of the Pahiatua and 
Mangatainoka Schools, have written to the  Education Board criticising the recent 
appointment of< a headmaster to the  Thorndon School as a subversion of the Board’s policy 
of giving teachers with country experience preference to assistant teachers in city schools for 
vacant headmasterships , and also stopping the  way to promotion to country teachers, many 
of whom had suffered loss owing to the  new classification. A discussion on the  subject took 
place at yesterday’s mooting of the Board', from which it was gathered that the consensus of 
opinion amongst members was that in this case the best-qualified applicant had succeeded. 
Mr Young hinted that personal considerations had prevailed, and in response to an 
interjection, ho said that the least said about the election of the  last Thorndon School 
Committee the better. Mr Leo, while asserting that the  candidate with the best qualifications 
bad received the appointment referred to, said there were several instances in the  service 
where men who had honestly earned promotion had not received it, and had been passed over 
when opportunities for promotion had presented themselves. It was resolved to acknowledge 
Messrs Thomas and Chatwin’s communication as having been "received.” 
12th August 1902 Re a ong article on school cadets [army] and applications to establish corps 
at Mangatainoka and Eketahuna. The corps connected with the city schools are already 
uniformed, 
4th November 1902 Education Board Scholarships List of winners included 
 Class C Schools between 100 and 200 students Lilian C Ashby Mangatainoka topped with 
587 points. Which would have paced her fifth out of all the candidates sitting the examination  
8th December 1902 Sickness has been very prevalent in Mangatainoka lately, and apart from 
the number of children who are laid up with measles, scarlatina, etc., a good number of the 
adult population are laid aside with sickness in one form or another. 



12th December 1902 The schools in Mangatainoka and Pahiatua are closed on account of 
epidemics of measles and scarlatina.  
 

1903	
1903	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £265	 $43,908	
1903	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 	 Mistress	 £110	 $18,226	
1903	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Combs	 Frank	L	 	 Assistant	Master	 £80	 $13,255	

1903	 145	 Mangatainoka	 McBeth	 Margaret	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	3	 £40	 $6,628	

1903	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Nixon	 Violet	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	3	 £40	 $6,628	

Frank L Combs 

1899	 198	 Hutt	 Combs	 Frank	L	
	

	Male	Pupil	
teacher		 £25.00	

1900	 207	 Hutt	 Combs	 Frank	L	
	

	Male	Pupil	
teacher		 £32.00	

1901	 113	 Mitchelltown	 Combs	 Frank	L	
	

Male	Pupil	
teacher	 £50.00	

1903	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Combs	 Frank	L	 	
Assistant	
Master	 £80.00	

1904	 745	 Petone	 Combs	 Frank	L	 D4	
Assistant	
Master	 £95.00	

1905	 26	 Rakaunui	 Combs	 Frank	L	 D4	 Master	 £130.00	
1906	 28	 Rakaunui	 Combs	 Frank	L	 D3	 Master	 £144.00	
1907	 43	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	I	L	 D2	 Headmaster	 £165	
1908	 46	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	I	L	 C2	 Headmaster	 £165	
1909	 44	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	L	 C2	 Headmaster	 £185	
1910	 38	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	L	 C2	 Headmaster	 £190	
1911	 31	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	L	 C2	 Headmaster	 £195.00	
1912	 31	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	L	 C2	 Master	 £200	
1913	 30	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	L	 B2	 Master	 £205.00	

1914	 25	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	 Frank	L	 B2	 Master	 £210	
1915	 29	 Mauriceville	(West)	 Combs	M	A	 Frank	L	 A1	 Master	 £210	
1917	 99	 Fernridge	 Combs	M	A	 Frank	 Head	 A-49	 £220	
1919	 241	 Featherston	 Combs	M	A	 Frank	L	 Head	 A-43	 £360	
1921	 241	 Featherston	 Combs	M	A	 Frank	L	 Head	 A	 £440	

1923	
244-
27	 Featherston	 Combs	M	A	

Frank	L	 Head	 A-65	 £445	
 
1882/11047 Combs Frank Livingston Annie Willis Edmund 

1960/30134 Combs Frank Livingstone 78Y 

 
4th February 1903 V Dixon passed her 4th year Pupil Teacher examination. Margaret McBeth 
her 2nd year and Catherine cade her first year  



11th February 1903 Woodville School Committee The Headmaster forwarded the names 
of 27 pupils agreeable to attend a high school if established in Woodville.—lt was 
decided to apply to the committees of the Kumeroa, Heretaunga, Maharahara West, 
Ballance, Victoria, Mangatainoka, Makairo and Pahiatua schools, asking if they 
would join in with Woodville in the establishment of a high school, and, if so, how 
many pupils (giving names) would be likely to attend. 
.4th March 1903 An extra scholarship has been awarded by the  Wellington 
Education Board to Cecile Keasberry, of Kilbirnie, school, who was next on the list to 
Lilian Ashby, of Mangatainoka, the  latter having forfeited the scholarship  
29th May 1903 The Mangatainoka school has been closed owing to the prevalence of 
scarlet fever. 
16th June 1903 Mr Chatwin is on the committee of the Wellington Branch of the NZEI 
representing Mangatainoka 
2nd September 1903 Wellington Education Board A Poverty Stricken Body was the  
heading and at the bottom of the article was this A request from a Mangatainoka 
teacher tor payment of expenses while residing at an • hotel during the contagious 
illness of his child was refused pending further inquiry. 
1st October 1903 About two hundred signatures have been obtained so far as a 
guarantee towards the salary of a Veterinary Surgeon for Mangatainoka district.  
The  Pahiatua District High School is to open to-day, with Mr H. Thomas 
(Headmaster State School) as Provisional Headmaster 
28th October 1903 The Wellington Education Board re> quire pupil teachers for the 
Greytown, Carterton, Eketahuna, Lower Hutt. Petone and Mangatainoka Schools. 
 

1904	
1904	 161	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 	 Headmaster	 £231	 $38,251	
1904	 161	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 	 Mistress	 £105	 $17,387	
1904	 161	 Mangatainoka	 Carter	 Ethel	K	 	 Assistant	Female	 £80	 $13,247	

1904	 161	 Mangatainoka	 McBeth	 Margaret	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	4	 £50	 $8,280	

1904	 161	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	 	
Female	Pupil	
Teacher	2	 £30	 $4,968	

Ethel K Carter  
1905/4636 Ethel Kate Carter Balfour Kean 
On the 20th December, 1905, by the Rev A. Thomson, Balfour, son of Robert Kean, 
of Masterton , to Ethel Kate, daughter of Alfred Carter, Cuba-street, Petone 
21st February 1934 After forty years' service with the Wellington Education Board, 
Mr. Balfour Kean was officially farewelled by the board today on the occasion of his 
impending retirement. Mr. Kean has been headmaster at .'Hataitai, Blenheim, 
Berhampore, and Miramar South Schools, and he will leave the Miramar School on 
March 31. 

Mr. T. Forsyth, chairman of the board, spoke in appreciative terms of Mr. Kean's long 
and faithful service, and expressed the hope that he would have many happy 
years,in his retirement. 



Other members of the board, and Mr. D. Macaskill, the senior inspector, also 
referred to Mr Kean 's fine record as a* teacher and in connection with school 
activities 

In reply, Mr. Kean thanked the board and the  staff for past courtesies and 
assistance. He said he had never wanted to leave the employ of the   board at any 
stage of his career, and although he was looking forward to his retirement he 
regretted very keenly that it would mean discontinuing many pleasant associations 
17th March 1904 r G. Jones, who was transferred some eighteen months ago from the 
Mangatainoka School to take charge of Mangamahoe School, has received the appointment 
of Kaitawa School, vacated by Mr Dyer. Mr Jones will be heartily welcomed back to the 
Pahiatua district; being a lay reader, an excellent elocutionist, and an enthusiast in all sport, 
his services will be in great request 
8th June 1904 he Tui Minstrels, an amateur troupe, gave an entertainment on the Ist inst., in 
aid of the Mangatainoka School funds. The weather was exceedingly bad, nevertheless there 
was a large attendance, and the items rendered being excellent, they were heartily applauded 
by those present. 
28th December 1904 The Mangatainoka School Cadets shot for the North Island shield and 
finished well down with 550 points There were 27 schools firing from the North Island and 
23 for the South Island Shield 
 

1905	
1905	 155	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £236	 $37,371	
1905	 155	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 E2	 Mistress	 £110	 $17,397	
1905	 155	 Mangatainoka	 McGurk	 John	

	
Assistant	Master	 £90	 $14,234	

1905	 155	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	
	

Assistant	Female	 £80	 $12,652	
McGurk John  
Only taught for Wellington Education Board 1905 and 1906. There were a number of 
John McGurks in New Zealand but I could find nothing to identify this teacher. 
 
19th January 1905 in a long list of names of all children who passed the Junior National 
Scholarships and free places in secondary schools was F A McKenzie of Mangatinoko with 
507 marks (500 being the pass mark)’J J McLeary of Mangatainoka scored 433 
6th March 1905 Public School Cadets shooting match  SGT Conliffe won 5 shillings finishing 
6th  and Private Pilkington got 2s 6d  for finishing 18th 
29th September 1905 Miss Carter resigns 

1906	
1906	 151	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £250	 $38,853	
1906	 151	 Mangatainoka	 McGurk	 John	

	
Assistant	Master	 £117	 $18,183	

1906	 151	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 E2	 Assistant	Female	 £115	 $17,872	
1906	 151	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £85	 $13,210	



25th April 1906 School Committee Mangatainoka. — Messrs. Barrell (chairman), Ashby 
(secretary), J. H. James, W. Brown, W. Skelton, Bird, Gillespie. 
 

1907	
1907	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £250	 $39,193	
1907	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Brockett	 Arthur	E	

	
Assistant	Master	 £117	 $18,342	

1907	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 E2	 Assistant	Female	 £115	 $18,029	
1907	 153	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £85	 $13,325	

Brockett Arthur E  
1906 1st year pupil teacher at Newtown DHS. 1907 and 1908 at Mangatainoka and 1909 at 
Karori  
30th January 1907 Passes Civil Service examination In 1911 still passing Victoria College 
examinations  
21st April 1915 The engagement "is announced of Miss ,S. M. Fell, eldest daughter of 
Mr. C. Y., Fell, to Mr. Arthur E. Brockett, M.A. both of Nelson. 
22nd June 1915 Master of Arts  22nd June 1918 Bachelor of Commerce 
1916/2722 Sylvia Margaret Fell Arthur Ernest Brockett 

 
1967/29486 Brockett Arthur Ernest 81Y 

 
1985/33296 Brockett Sylvia Margaret 11 August 1888 

 
3rd November 1917 . At the meeting of the Christchurch Technical College Board of 
Governors last night Mr A. E. Brockett. M.A., of Nelson College, was appointed to 
the position of assistant-master of the day school and assistant-superintendent of the 
evening classes. Mr Brockett, who has been rejected for service owing to an old 
injury to a knee, has been on 'ho staff of the  Nelson College for the seven and a half 
years. He has been house master for seven years and senior house master for four 
years. For the past three years ho has been playing for Nelson College first eleven in 
the senior cricket championship, has coached for the football and was formerly a 
senior player for Wellington province. He holds a commission in the Senior Cadets 
and has also had cadet experience in the Newtown District High School, 
Mangatainoka and Karon Schools, dating from 1906 
13th June 1922 Appointed Principal of the Westport High School appointed by the 
Nelson Education Board ‘ 
From there he moved to Blenheim  
 
8th August 1907 Mr A E Brockett of Newtown appointed to Mangatainoka School 
3rd October 1907 Mr G W Chatwin appointed handicapper for the Mangatainoka Athletic 
Sports Club sports to be held on Boxing Day 
13th December 1907 Wellington Education Board Mangatainoka repairs to roof and fencing 
£17	



1908		
1908	 149	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £250	 $39,193	
1908	 149	 Mangatainoka	 Brockett	 Arthur	E	

	
Assistant	Master	 £117	 $18,342	

1908	 149	 Mangatainoka	 Sicely	 Mabel	H	 E2	 Assistant	Female	 £115	 $18,029	
1908	 149	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £85	 $13,325	

27th January 1908 The following is a list of the candidates in the Wairarapa district who have 
been recommended by the Wellington Education Board for scholarships, with the number of 
marks obtained by the successful candidates: —Harold Meredith Ewart, Masterton, 587; 
Margaret Mullen, Mangatainoka, 483; Lilian E. Brown, Mangatainoka. 476; Clifford H. 
Wilton, Konini, 473; Annie D. Mathieson, Rongomai, 539; Alan C. Elliott, Rongokokako, 
416. Each of the above-named scholars obtained a Board scholarship, which is of the value of 
£5 with £40 allowance if the student has to reside away from home. 
27th February 1908 Wellington Education Board Mangatainoka water service £14 provided 
the Board has secured a perpetual supply of water 
[Note in over 400 schools I have researched the reports of Mangatainoka are the most scarce 
for a school which is one of the largest country ones] 
30th October 1908 A very successful plain and fancy ball was held at Mangatainoka on 
Wednesday evening. The  proceeds are to be devoted to asphalting a portion of the  public 
school playground.’ 
31st December 1908 At St. Mark's : Church, Mangatainoka,- this afternoon, Miss Gertrude 
Mary Booker, sister of Mrs . Chatwin, of Mangatainoka,- was married to Mr Edward Clare 
Vowell, son of Mr W. M. Vowel), also of Mangatainoka……… 
 

1909	
1909	 144	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £255	 $40,522	
1909	 144	 Mangatainoka	 Jackson	 Patrick	M	

	
Assistant	Master	 £108	 $17,162	

1909	 144	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	
	

Assistant	Female	 £90	 $14,302	
Note: 3 Teachers for an average attendance of 144 [Not roll number]  Class size of 48 !!! 
 
Patrick Montague Jackson 
1951/22450 Jackson Patrick Montague 66Y 
19th March 1909 Passed his Class C examinations in Canterbury  
19th December 1911 Mr Bretherton, who was recently offered the headmastership of 
the Kopuaranga School, has declined the position, and Mr P. M. Jackson, of the 
Mangatainoka School, has been recommended to the Board for appointment. 
9th February 1914 The Greytown School Committee has . appointed Mr P. M. 
Jackson, head teacher at the Kopuaranga school, secondary assistant at the 
Greytown school. 
11th September 1914 The engagement is announced of Mr P. M. Jackson, of the 
District High School, Greytown, to Miss Barr, of Greytown 
1917 Assistant at South Wellington Then head of Ohairu  and in 1923 assistant at 
Lyell Bay  



1926 Assistant Master at Mount Cook (Wellington) 
Then was very active in NZEI and early radio programmes in Wellington after 
competing an BA at Victoria 
1933 Assistant at Brooklyn from Mt Cook 
1936 Appointed Head teacher at Ridgeway school  Wellington. 
1942 Head Teacher of Te Hapara School Gisborne 
12th December 1947 Mr Jackson farewelled after 50 years of teaching  
 
28th January 1909 Gordon W Mexted won a scholarship in Class B schools of over 40 and 
less than 200 average attendance  Beaten by 2 pupils from both Worser Bay and Karori 
schools in Wellington  
16th March 1909 The Library Committee met on Saturday evening, Mr Chatwin being in the 
chair. It was decided to spend the sum of £15 in new books. It was also decided, if possible, 
to widen the Library Hall. An effort is being made to raise £40 within a month, and the 
addition, which will cost about £104, will then be  proceeded with 
22nd March 1909 Miss Sicely, of the Mangatainoka School teaching staff, is to be entertained 
this evening prior to her departure to the Hutt. 
27th March 1909 Miss Sicely, who has been mistress of the Mangatainoka School, Pahiatua, 
for the past fifteen years, will be transferred to the Hutt School on 3rd April. 
28th April 1909 School Committee Messrs Barrell chairman Ashby (secretary), Luke Brown, 
Skilton, Davln and Vance. 
12th June 1909 Karori, assistant teacher, Mr A. Brockett, of Mangatainoka; 
15th June 1909 Mr A. Brockett, who for some time past has been connected with the teaching 
staff of the Mangatainoka School, and who has been appointed as assistant teacher at Karori, 
will be greatly missed in cricket and football circles. He was one of the best batsmen in the 
cricket team, and did much to further the interests of football. He was also very popular with 
the school children. 
22nd June 1909 For the School Shield Eketahuna School will play Mangatainoka on Saturday 
next, at the latter place. 
2nd July 1909 A good game is also expected between the Mangatainoka and Pahiatua 
Schoolboys for The Bush Shield, neither team having yet been beaten. 
8th July 1909 A keen tussle is expected between Konini  and Mangatainoka on the latter’s 
ground on Saturday next. Mr G. Chatwin has been appointed referee for this match. 
13th August 1909 Mr P Jackson appointed assistant 
17th September 1909 The Mangatainoka School Cadets are making good progress at the rifle 
range and up to the present somewhere about ten have qualified as first-class shots 
30th November 1909 The public hall at Mangatainoka has been enlarged. 'The dancing floor 
is twenty feet by 50 feet. 20 feet ( 6.09 metres and 50 feet 15.24 metres) The' committee has 
decided to celebrate the completion  of the additions by it plain and fancy dress ball on 
November 28th. 
14th December 1909 A meeting of the Library Committee was held in the Hall on Saturday 
evening, Mr G. Chatwin presiding 
The following school cadets have qualified for marksmen's badges:— Cadet Hohepa 74, 
Cadet Waidenbaum 70, Lance-Corporal Brown 67, Corporal Chatwin 67.  



The school picnic, which hitherto has been held on breaking-up day, will not be held this 
season, until the holidays are over. 

1910	
 
1910	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £260	 $40,760	

	1910	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Jackson	 Patrick	M	 D3	 Assistant	Master	 £120	 $18,812	
	1910	 145	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £90	 $14,109	

	23rd March 1910 Wellington Education Board An application for two additional rooms to the 
teacher's residence at Mangatainoka was referred to the clerk of works for report. 
8th August 1910 Although two meetings of Mangatainoka householders were held for the 
purpose of electing a school committee, the required number of committeemen were not 
obtained. The 'Education Board has now approved of the constitution of the committee G. 
Baird, H. 'Bayliss and H. Cowan, senr. 
25th November 1910 A concert in aid of the Mangatainoka school funds was held at 
Mangatainoka last evening, and was a great success 
14th December 1910 grant of £7 was allowed by the Wellington Education Board, yesterday, 
to the Mangatainoka school, for the supply of tar for asphalting, the Committee to find the 
requisite labour. 
 

1911	
 
1911	 138	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £265	 $41,910	

	1911	 138	 Mangatainoka	 Jackson	 Patrick	M	 C3	 Assistant	Master	 £125	 $19,769	 Provided	
1911	 138	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £94	 $14,874	

	31st January 1911 Wellington Education Board Application is to be made for a grant for 
improvements for residence [Presumably to the Department] 
1st February Pupil Teacher appointment Nellie Dunning Scarborough [Mangamutu] or 
Mangatainoka. At  the end of the year she was teaching anywhere for the Wellington 
Education Board  
26th April 1911, Clerk of work recommends repairs at the school and residence 
Wellington Education Board agreed to spend £30 on the residence. Mangatainoka.— M. 
Vance (chairman), ,'R. A Burke (secretary), J. Baird, W. Brown, W. H. Bayliss, H. Cowan, T. 
I; Rayner. 
26th April 1911 School Committee  
30th August 1911 Wellington Education Board Leave of absence has been granted to Mr 
Jackson assistant teacher at Mangatainoka school Two weeks from the 14th October  
1st November 1911 Mr P. M. Jackson, who is on the  teaching staff of the Mangatainoka 
school, has received word that he has passed the first stage for his B.A. degree (Victoria 
College examination.) 
29th November 1911. Wellington Education Board Mangatainoka, removal of partition in the 
- residence to be  permitted as requested by the headmaster 



19th December 1911 Mr Bretherton, who was recently offered the headmastership of the 
Kopuaranga School, has declined the position, and Mr P. M. Jackson, of the Mangatainoka 
School, has been recommended to the Board for appointment. 
 

1912	
1912	 133	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £270	 $41,407	
1912	 133	 Mangatainoka	 Tocker	 Albert	H	

	
Assistant	Master	 £108	 $16,563	

1912	 133	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	
	

Assistant	Female	 £94	 $14,424	

1912	 133	 Mangatainoka	 Hewat	 Margaret	F	
	

Female	Pupil	
Teacher	3	 £94	 $14,424	

Margaret F Hewat 
Spent 1912 and 1913 at Mangatainoka and by 1915 was at Pahiatua  which she left after 1919 
1928/8313 Margaret Falconer Hewat Bruce McLeod 

Admitted to training college in 1914 
 
16th January 1912 At the annual meeting of the Mangatainoka Library and Athenaeum 
Society, Mr W. J. Skilton was reelected a trustee. The following committee were appointed 
for the ensuing year: Messrs G. W. Chatwin (president), M. Vance (secretary), R. Williams, 
T. Rayner, H. Cowan, H. Bayliss, J. May. E. Harvey, A. Claridge, W. Gillespie and G. 'May. 
Mr G. May was re-appointed custodian and Mr E. Ashby was re-elected auditor. There are 
183 books in the Library. 
31st January 1912 Wellington Education Board he following tenders were accepted; Overhaul 
of Mangatainoka school and alterations to the residence, C. Clifton, ‘Pahiatua; 
31st January 1912 Margaret Hewat appointed pupil teacher  
12th March Mr A Tocker appointed assistant master 
24th April 1912 Mangatainoka. —Messrs M. Vance, R. Burke. H. Cowan, senr., R. Mathers, 
A. McPherson, W. Brown, J Baird, T. Rayner, H. Bayliss, W. Skilton, and V. Redmond.’ 
25th September 1912. Wellington Education Board granted leave for Mr Tocker to attend 
October  Examinations 
30th October 1912 Woodville School Committee THE TREAT It was resolved to arrange for 
an excursion to Paekakariki on the 6th December in place of a picnic this year. The 
Woodlands Road, Papatawa, Hopelands, Kumeroa, Maharahara West, Matahiwi and 
Mangatainoka schools are to join. Subscriptions for the necessary picnic on arrival at 
Paekakariki, and to provide prizes for the children, are to be canvassed for. An amendment 
that canvassing be for picnic only was lost on the casting vote of the Chairman. Canvassing 
and managing committees were appointed and the meeting adjourned. 
12th December 1912 A swimming class lias been formed at the Mangatainoka school, under 
the supervision of Mr A. H. Tocker, a member of the teaching staff. The pupils are showing a 
keen interest in the lessons, and many of them give promise of becoming efficient 
'swimmers 

1913	
1913	 121	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £270	 $40,500	



1913	 121	 Mangatainoka	 Tocker	 Albert	H	 D4	 Assistant	Master	 £125	 $18,750	
1913	 121	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £94	 $14,108	

1913	 121	 Mangatainoka	 Hewat	 Margaret	F	
	

Female	Pupil	
Teacher	4	 £55	 $8,250	

Albert H Tocker Started his teaching career in 1910 at the Pencarrow school [At the 
lighthouse at Wellington Heads south of Eastbourne] Then 1912-1914 at 
Mangatainoka and 1915 at Clyde Quay with a BA as a substitute teacher [War 
replacement] 
Joined the war effort in November 1916’ 
18th April 1918 Appointed to Upper Hutt 
4th September 1918 Mr. A. H. Tocker, M.A., who left, as a sergeant: in the 29th 
Reinforcement, has been selected for service in connection with the educational 
scheme for New Zealand soldiers in England. ' Mr. Tocker, who graduated at Victoria 
College, has been appointed one of the instructors in Economics and History at 
Hornchurch. 
20th January   1920 Th© wedding took place in St. Andrew';* Church, Wellington, last 
week of Miss Mary Helen Sievwright, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs J.- ' D. 
Sievwright, Th© Terrace, to Warrant-Officer A. H. Tocker, who returned from active 
service with th© N.Z.E.F. by the Rimutaka. - The Rev. C. J. Tocker, of St. Luke's, 
Auckland, brother of the bridegroom, officiated, and the church had been prettily 
decorated for the occasion……. 
21st December 1920 Miss Alice M.' F. Candy, M.A., and I Mr A. H. Tocker, M.A., 
were appointed by the Canterbury College Board of Governors yesterday afternoon 
to be | full-time assistants to the Professors of History and Economies respectively, 
their duties to commence from February 1 next. 
By 1926 He was professor A H Tocker in economics at Canterbury University and 
was still making announcements in 1950 as Professor and also President of the 
Canterbury Chamber of Commerce 
28th February 1913 Miss M. F. Hewat, only daughter of Mr T. F. Hewat,- of Pahiatua, has 
been advised that she has passed for "D" certificate examination. Miss Hewat has been 
teaching for the last year at the Mangatainoka  
1st March 1913 Mr A H Tocker Mangatainoka appears amongst the list of teachers who have 
obtained passes in various classes in the recent teachers’ examinations 
4th March 1913 Mr A. H. Tocker, assistant master at the Mangatainoka school, was amongst 
the teachers whose work received "special mention" in the recent teachers , examination. Mr 
Tocker submitted methods for teaching geometrical drawing (Class D) 
29th March 1913 Wellington Education Board Fencing etc £12 
30th April 1913 A long article on children visiting HMNZ at Napier . Friday morning dawned 
gloriously line, reminding one of a really beautiful spring morning, and long before seven-
thirty groups of elder children might have been seen wending their way to the railway station, 
and among them were numbers of adults, teachers, and committeemen, who were to act as 
guardians for the day, and, as it proved, for half the night. The whole of the train 
arrangements were admirable, and reflected much credit upon the officers concerned : lienee 
it was not long before all were aboard, including children from Woodville, Woodlands, 



Ngawapurua, Hopelands and Kumeroa, which, together with large contingents from 
Mangamaire, Pahiatua, Mangatainoka and Ashurst, made up a very long train, though not yet 
complete—For every station between Woodville and Waipukurau contributed its quota —
finally forming one of the largest trains that has been despatched from Waipukurau. On board 
the train all was life and jollity, time passing rapidly, and what with eating, drinking, talking, 
reading, etc., all went merrily, and one failed to discover a discontented look among the great 
crowd tli at detrained at Napier about 1.15 p.m. Column of schools was formed, and quite a 
respectable march kept one and all moving rapidly through the sheets of sunny Napier, along 
the splendid Esplanade, and out on to the Breakwater, whose  huge cost did not trouble us at 
all.,,,,,,,,,,,, 
30th April 1913 Mangatainoka.— Messrs E. Ashby (chairman), W. A. Burke (secretary), W. 
Brown, J. Baird, B. J. Bengston, H. L. Carter, A. McPherson. 
28th May 1913 Mr A W Hogg member of the Wellington Education Board gave an interesting 
comparison of all school attendances in 1900 compared with 1912 

 
1900 1912 

Mangatainoka 163 133 
Pahiatua 237 185 
Eketahuna 116 149 
 
30th September 1913 Mr G. W Chatwin who was elected president of the Mangatainoka 
Athletic Society, at the-annual. meeting on. Saturday  evening, was the first president of the 
Society when it was formed, in 1899. 
 

1914	
1914	 104	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £270	 $38,656	
1914	 108	 Mangatainoka	 Tocker	 Albert	H	 D4	 Assistant	Master	 £135	 $19,328	
1914	 108	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Catherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £103	 $14,748	

1914	 108	 Mangatainoka	 Taylor	 Dora	G	
	

Female	Probationer	1	 £25	 $3,579	
Dora G Taylor 
Dora Taylor taught at Mangatainoka School in 1914 and 1915 and was then at 
Mangahao in 1919 as Sole Teacher and at Pahiatua in 1921 as an assistant 
1923/4603 Dora Gladys Taylor William David Harris 
 
Junior Scholarship H A Walker Mangatinoko finished 2nd in the Class B with 487 . 
Eleanor B May finished well on the ladder without getting a scholarship  
28th January 1914 Miss May A Parsons appointed pupil teacher (Teaching at Levin 
DHS at the end of 1914)and Miss Alice C McCardle probationer at Mangatainoka (At 
the end of 1914 was teaching at Scarborough School) 
13th February 1914 Miss Dora Taylor, of Pahiatua, has been appointed probationer 
at the Mangatainoka, School. 
6th June 1914 he Misses May (3), Mrs H. Cowan, and Mr L. Chatwin, of 
Mangatainoka, left" on Thursday on a trip to Auckland. .  



6th July Wairarapa NZEI meeting held at Masterton. Mr G W Chatwin was elected a 
vice president 
5th November 1914 Wellington Education Board ambulance equipment fund. £1	13s	
7d 
 

1915	
1915	 104	 Mangatainoka	 Chatwin	 George	W	 C1	 Headmaster	 £270	 $36,167	
1915	 104	 Mangatainoka	 Crabb	 Lillian		 C5	 Assistant	Female	 £140	 $18,753	
1915	 104	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	

	
Assistant	Female	 £110	 $14,735	

1915	 104	 Mangatainoka	 Ries	 Marion	B	L	
	

Female	Probationer	2	 £60	 $8,037	
1915	 104	 Mangatainoka	 Taylor	 Dora	G	

	
Female	Probationer	2	 £35	 $4,688	

Maron B L Ries (Also Maren) 
Taught at Greytown in 1914 and Mangatainoka in 1915 
1920/2085 Maren Bork Lauridsen Ries Edward 

George 
Whitfield 

Lillian Crabb 
 Was at Mangatainoka at the end of 1915 and in 1917 at Clyde Quay School 
1955/21539 Crabbe Lilian 71Y 
 
 
21st January 1914 Qualified for a free place in Secondary school. Sat examination at 
Dannevirke 
 
15th January 1915 Scholarships C H Brown 3rd in class B and Delia E Mullan (12th) won 
scholarships in examinations  
27th January 1915 Pupil Teacher Marion B L Ries from Greytown to Mangatainoka  
28th April 1915 Wellington Education Board £20 Mangatainoka 
10th August 1915 Mrs J Hughan appointed [Was at Rongokokaho from 1912 to at least 1923 
with the appointment to Mangatainoka interrupting that service] 
1st October 1915 Major G. A. Cowles, who has' been appointed to command the Third 
Battalion of the Trentham Rifle -Brigade  has been a well-known figure in Territorial activity 
in Wellington for some years, and is regarded as a capable officer, and was selected as one of 
the officers to proceed to Samoa with the Expeditionary Force last year. he is a schoolmaster 
by profession. ; _He received his first appointment in 1889 to the Capelston School in the 
Nelson district, and from there went to Carterton and Mangatainoka in succession. He was 
then six years as assistant '.master at the Te-Aro School, nearly four years at Clyde Quay, and 
nine months at Newtown. For eight years he was on the  staff of the Normal School at 
Thorndon, and on June 1 last year was appointed to be master of the District High School at 
Carterton.- When lie left for Samoa his duties were assumed by Mr. D.M. Yates (formerly 
headmaster of the Hutt School, and now on the retired list), and those duties are to be 
reassumed _by Mr. Yates, whose action in coming forward to fill a gap in the ranks of 
Wellington's headmasters is to be highly commended. 



 
 

1916-1917	
1917	 94	 Mangatainoka	 Thompson	 Frederick	G	 C-54	 Head	 £240	 $26,899	
1917	 94	 Mangatainoka	 Hughan	 Jessie	Mrs	 E-77	 Assistant	 £160	 $17,933	
1917	 94	 Mangatainoka	 Cade	 Katherine	 	 Assistant	 £110	 $12,329	

7th February 1916 The attendance at the Mangatainoka school has been affected of 
late by an epidemic of measles 
22nd May 1916 Mr J. Thomas Headmaster of' the Pahiatua District High School to be 
headmaster of the South Wellington School; Mr C. Chatwin (Mangatainoka) to be 
head--master of the Pahiatua District High School; 'Mr E. G. Thompson (Ballance) to 
be headmaster of .Mangatainoka School. 
Frederick G Thompson  
In 1899 Frederick was a pupil teacher at Horowhenua School. In 1900 and 1901 at 
Levin. In 1902 and 1903 at Greytown school  Then not until 1907 was back teaching 
in Wellington Education Board schools at Newtown. From 1905 to about 1915 he 
was headmaster at Balance School and From 1917 until my records end in 1923 he 
was at Mangatainoka 

1918-1919	
1919	 103	 Mangatainoka	 Thompson	 Frederick	G	 C-51	 Head	 £330	 $29,812	
1919	 103	 Mangatainoka	 Hughan	 Jessie	Mrs	 E-76	 Assistant	 £210	 $18,971	
1919	 103	 Mangatainoka	 McCardle	 Doris	E	 	 Assistant	 £170	 $15,358	
Doris E McCardle 
Started at Pahiatua DHS in 1917 Started at Mangatainoka by 1919 and  was back at 
Pahiatua by 1923 
1925/5024 Doris Emily McCardle George Purvis 
In 1925 Doris McCardle was at Scarborough School sitting scholarships 
 
7th January 1918 Gifts to Wellington Hospital Mrs McMenamin and Mangatainoka 
children, eggs (weekly); 
16th July 1918 Wellington Mayoress’s Christmas Pudding Fund (Soldiers) Schools 
Mangatainoka £2 10 
17th October 1919 Miss K Cade resigns 
7th November 1919 Miss D M McCardle appointed assistant 

1920-1923	
1921	 116	 Mangatainoka	 Thompson	 Frederick	G	 C	 Head	 £330	 $28,410	
1921	 116	 Mangatainoka	 McCardle	 Doris	E	 C	 Assistant	 £230	 $19,801	
1921	 116	 Mangatainoka	 Hunter	 Eileen	 C	 Assistant	 £210	 $18,079	
1923	 109	 Mangatainoka	 Thompson	 Frederick	G	 B-86	 Head	 £375	 $34,466	
1923	 109	 Mangatainoka	 Seymour	 Violet	K	 C-216	 Assistant	 £223	 $20,496	
1923	 109	 Mangatainoka	 Gibson	 Catherine	Mrs	 	 Reliever	 £185	 $17,003	



1923	 109	 Mangatainoka	 Ashby	 Edith	E	E	 	 Probationer	1	 £83	 $7,629	
Eileen Hunter 
Was in 1919 at Petone DHS as a probationer and in 1921 at Mangatainoka 
Probably The engagement is announced of Miss Eileen Hunter, elder daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs J. Hunter, of Heretaunga, to Mr William Vowell, youngest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Vowell, of Pahiatua 
Violet K Seymour 
Was at Eketahuna at the end of 1919 and at Mangatainoka in 1923. I am guessing she was at 
Training College in 1921 as she had gained some qualifications 
In 1926 Resigned as a teacher from Paekakariki School 
1926/3562 Violet Kathleen Seymour Eric Vivian Parry Tooby 

Eric Tooby was raised in Masterton and lived in Otaki 
Mrs Catherine Gibson  
Only at Mangatainoka as a reliever in 1923 under the surname Gibson 
Edith E E Ashby 
Was at Mangatinoko in 1923 when my records end 
2000/16140 Spencer Edith Emmeline Elizabeth 14 October 1905 
17th November 1922  at Palmerston North Edith E E Ashby Passed Class D 
examination 
23rd August 1935 assistant Milson’s Line 
9th December 1940 Miss E E Ashby Sole Teacher Newman from the relieving staff 
21st February 1945  Miss E E E Ashby appointed sole Teacher at Newman 
21st February 1945 Miss E E Ashby Head Teacher Kopane [Just out of Palmerston 
North] 
[The above made by two different Education Board’s] 
 
 
8th January 1920 Last week a soldier's fete was held at Mangatainoka when each of 
70 returned soldiers was presented with a gold medal in appreciation of his services 
in the European war. Mr G. H. Smith, in making the presentations, stated that 72 
soldiers had left Mangatainoka to fight for the Empire. 
21st January 1920 Among the  successful candidates in the State examination" of 
Nurses is Miss Grace Ashby, daughter of Mr Edwin Ashby, of Mangatainoka. Miss 
Ashby is an old school girl of the Mangatainoka and Pahiatua High Schools, and has 
many friends in the district who will be pleased to hear of her success. 
19th February 1920 Miss A E Greene appointed assistant  
16th April 1920 The Pahiatua Herald states that the Mangatainoka school has been 
closed for a week, owing to an outbreak of influenza in the home of the headmaster. 
20th December 1920 The Mangatainoka school children have by their various efforts 
during the past year collected the magnificent sum of over £36 for the Dr Barnado's 
Homes—a praiseworthy performance.[ The Barnado’s Homes were for orphans in 
the UK] 
3rd August 1923 Infant Mistress Miss V K Seymour 



 

Post	1923	
26th February 1923 Wellington Education Board Royal Train to Woodville leaves 
Mangatainoka  at 9.26  and arrives at Woodville 9.43. Return train leaves Woodville at 2.30 
4th April 1929 Miss M M Leach appointed assistant 
27th May 1929 Miss R Martin appointed infant mistress 
4th March 1930 Mr W H Stainton appointed Head Master 
20th August 1931 Miss J Atkinson appointed Infant Mistress 
1st May 1934 Mangatainoka householders expressed indignation at a meeting last 
night at the failure of the "Wellington Education Board to repair school chimneys 
which were damaged in the March earthquake. In view of the cold weather it was 
resolved to telegraph the board accordingly. 
27th May 1935 Miss D Jewitt appointed assistant mistress 
30th November 1936 Mr E J Gilmour appointed Head Teacher and Miss F Speden 
Infant Mistress 
29th May 1939 Miss R F McCarthie Assistant  
8th December 1943 Otaki Mail Reports The Mangatainoka School, the most northerly 
outpost of schools under the Wellington Education Board, on Friday was, as always 
when heavy rain falls, in a shocking condition. The 13-year-old building is almost 
falling apart and the corridor was well under water, the headmaster having to bore 
holes in the floorboards to prevent the flooding of adjacent classrooms. Rain was 
literally pouring through the ceiling, and children's coats, hanging in the passage, 
were thoroughly soaked. Every classroom received a share of the leakage. In places 
the floorboards are almost rotted away as a result of repeated soakings. A report of 
the bad condition of the Mangatainoka School building, was referred to the chairman 
of the Wellington Education Board. Mr. W. V. Dyer. He said it was probably the worst 
in the Board’s district and should be replaced. Patching had been tried but 
apparently the building had got beyond repair. Representations for its replacement 
had been made to the department over a number of years, but these requests had 
been deferred or held over. The Minister of Education and the Director of Education 
had. seen the school and it would be fair to say that they appreciated that something 
should be done. However, in these days, the first claim was to provide 
accommodation where none existed. 
National	 Archives:	 Buildings	 and	 Sites:	  Mangatainoka 1889 3 rooms 1760 
Square Feet 1894 1 960 added. In 1946 1760 Square Feet removed and 1248 Square Feet 
added  new school built 1943 
Residence 1890 6 rooms and scullery 1912 Bathroom and Washhouse added 
Section 36 7 54 area 11 acres 1 rood and 4 perches 
 
 


