
Kilbirnie	

1883-1884	
1884 52 Kilbirnie Chatwin Georgina E  Head Female  £157.10  
1884 52 Kilbirnie Fergusson Lizzie  Female Pupil Teacher  £25.00  
Georgina E Chatwin  was teaching at Judgeford  in 1879 and 1880 when the newly reformed 
Wellington Education Board was started as sole teacher, In 1884 as the first teacher se came to start 
the Kilbirnie school. In 1886 she moved until 1911 to be head of Te Aro Infants,  ‘ 
1931/12702 Chatwin Georgina Elizabeth 77Y 

15th December 1931 A former headmistress of the Te Aro Infant School, Miss Georgina Elizabeth 
Chatwin, died at Te Kuiti on Friday. The late Miss Chatwin was born during the voyage of 
her parents from England to Victoria. After being educated at Ballarat and Chines, Victoria, 
she took up teaching and had some experience as an instructress before she came to New 
Zealand. On her arrival here she was appointed to Judgeford School, near "Pahautanui, then 
served two years at Kilbirnie, and m 1886 was appointed headmistress of the To Aro Infant 
School. She retired in 1912. The deceased lady was on a visit from Hastings to her niece, Mrs 
Archer, and had intended spending the Xmas holidays at Te Kuiti. Her other, Mr G W. 
Chatwin, of Pahiatua, received advice of the critical illness of his sister on Thursday night and 
left for Te Kuiti next morning but did not arrive in time to see her alive. The funeral took 
place at Te Kuiti on Sunday  
Lizzie Fergusson only taught as a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board  1884 to 
1887 at Kilbirnie, 1888 at Mt Cook Boys’. 1889 and 1890 at Clyde Quay 
28th February 1883 the Board of Education resolved to-day: — "That as soon as the deeds 
conveying the school sites to the Board are lodged with the Secretary, tenders be called for 
the building of the schoolhouses at Kilbirnie and Vogeltown in accordance with the plans and 
specifications, approved by the Board 
1st June 1883 Tenders are invited by the Education Board for the erection of a school 
at Kilbirnie, 
12th June 1883 Sir,— Some time since a meeting of the inhabitants of Kilbirnie was held to 
doter mine on a school site, that already appropriated being out of the way. Mr. Crawford was 
asked to give a site facing the sea, which was selected by the inhabitants, and was situated in 
the exact centre of Kilbirnie, and which he gave free of cost. The School Board accepted the 
site and agreed to build  site thereon. But after all was settled some influence was brought to 
bear, and the site is altered at a price  said price is not only a waste of public money, but by 
the moving the site it is an absolute injustice to a great portion of the landholders 
of Kilbirnie, the now site only being convenient for Kilbirnie North. Now, why was this 
waste of public money incurred, and why was this injustice perpetrated after everything was 
settled? The School Board says that the ground given has not sufficient slope to drain it, and 
as this reason is untrue, there must be another. Can it be that by moving the school to North 
Kilbirnie, a certain M.H.R. hopes to secure the vote of Kilbirnie North at the next election, 
and that the Education Board are contented to waste public money in order that this may be 



carried out, even though a manifest injustice is perpetrated on Kilbirnie South landowners? I 
am, &0., S. McLennan.* 
13th June 1883 Wellington Education Board: The tender of Mr. W. Timmins was accepted 
for the erection of a school at Kilbirnie.  
20th June 1883 The following tenders have been accepted by the Education Board :—
Kilbirnie School: Accepted— W. Timmens, , £297. Declined— J. Charlton, £305 ; Warne 
and Douglas, £310 ; J. Russell, £333 ; Carregan and Hoskins. £344 ; A. Compton, £357 
25th October Wellington Education Board: Master, Kilbirnie School; salary, Ll6O [L was 
often used instead of the pound sign( £) by the typesetter. 
24th December 1883 The annual school treat was given at the Judgeford School on Friday 
last. Unfortunately, the afternoon proved wet, so that although invitations were sent to the 
Pahautanui and Horokiwi Schools, only 42 children were present. Towards evening, however, 
the weather cleared up, and the residents mustered in full force at the schoolroom. 
Miss Chatwin, the teacher (who has been promoted by the Wellington Education Board, and 
is about to leave the district), had been asked to meet them there that they might have the 
opportunity of presenting a token of their appreciation of her services during the last four 
years. The article selected was a very handsome gold bracelet, with suitable inscription, and 
purchased at the establishment of Kohn and Co. The presentation was made by Mr. G. L._ 
Goldfinch, chairman of the school committee, on behalf of the subscribers, a very 
complimentary address, signed by the school committee and residents, being read. The 
evening afterwards was devoted to music and dancing. Some clever performances upon the 
piano were given by some of Miss Chatwin's pupils, those of the Misses Abbott and Miss and 
Master Jones being exceedingly good. Refreshments were provided, and a most enjoyable 
evening was spent. 
30th January 1884 Wellington Education Board:  KILBIRNIE. • The following committee 
were elected at a meeting held on Monday night ; —Messrs Hampton, Falkner, Bradbury, W. 
Claridge, Timmins, S. Williams, and G. Smith 
1st February 1884 Wellington Education Board: On the application of the Kilbirnie 
School Committee, a sum of LlO was granted to the school committee 
28th February 1884 Wellington Education Board:  It was decided that the Kilbirnie chairman 
be informed that the board, having no funds wherewith to. enlarge the school, the better plan 
would be to send the larger children to Newtown.  
5th April 1884 Tenders are invited by the Education Board for fencing of the Kilbirnie and 
Taranaki street Schools. 
24th April 1884 The following tenders for fencing to be erected around the Kilbirnie and 
Mount Cook Schools have been received by the Board of Education :—Mount Cook—
Andrew Compton, £53 (accepted). Kilbirnie—Andrew Compton, £23 (accepted) ; James 
Russell, £23 ; Jesse Milner, £27 15s ; Tait and Arcus, £30 ; Thos. Orr, £37 10s. In the case of 
the Kilbirnie contract, Compton and Russell tendered alike, and lots  were drawn to decide 
who should receive the work, 
6th August 1884  Wellington Education Board: Pupil Teachers Listed: 2nd Year (age over 
16) Elizabeth Fergusson Kilbirnie 
 



 

1885	
1885 50 Kilbirnie Chatwin Georgina E  Head Female  £157.10  
1885 50 Kilbirnie Fergusson Lizzie  Female Pupil Teacher  £30.00  

30th January 1885 KILBIRNIE SCHOOLS. The annual meeting of householders for this 
district was held Monday night for the purpose of electing a school committee for the ensuing 
year. The chair was occupied by Mr A. Faulkner, chairman of the outgoing committee. The 
report Showed the average attendance during the year to be 56, the number of children on the 
roll at the end of the year being 69. The report which was deemed eminently satisfactory was 
adopted.) The following were appointed to act on the new committee :—Messrs 
Higginbotham, 18 ; Williams, 16 ; Kershaw, 13 ; Alexander. 11 ; Morris, 10; V. Claridge, 9 ; 
and W. Claridge, 9. 
29th April 1885 Wellington Education Board: The board resolved to call for tenders for the 
fencing of the school ground at Kilbirnie 
1st May 1885 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie. —It was decided to call for tenders for 
the fencing ; but the addition asked for was refused, the Chairman stating that the fifth and 
sixth standard pupils could go to the new school about to be built at Newtown 
9th May  1885  The first annual examination of the scholars attending the Kilbirnie School 
took place on Tuesday last. The total number examined was 70, of whom no fewer than 63 
passed. This is a very high percentage and reflected great credit on the teachers. Mr. Lee, the 
inspector, expressed himself as much pleased with the work done.  
26th May 1885  At the annual presentation of prizes at the Kilbirnie School, Mr Blair had 
been invited to preside, but, owing to a pre-engagement, he was unable to be present. The 
Chairman of the School Committee, in his absence, did the honors. The following are the 
principal prize-takers :— Standard Vl.— Martha Claridge. Standard V.— Annie Sidey, Ellen 
Burke, Louisa Nimmo, and Maggie Nimmo. Standard IV.— Theresa Alexander and Maud 
Compton. Standard III Mary Hewitt and Ada Kershaw. Mr. Clarke's prize for the most 
diligent scholar was awarded by the scholars to Theresa Alexander. The head teacher’s 
Special prizes for punctuality were awarded to J. Burke and Theresa Alexander, and the 
junior teacher's special prize for reading in Standard I, to Annie Norris. There were also 
prizes given for the best sewing. _ Every Scholar received a gift of some kind. Cheers were 
given for Miss Chatwin (the head teacher), Miss Fergusson (the junior teacher), the chairman 
and members of the committee, and the visitors. After the prizes were given the scholars 
rendered several musical selections in a very creditable manner. [Promotion was made 
immediately after the Inspector had announced his results] 
25th July 1885 Thos Turnbull architect calls for tenders for fencing at Kilbirnie and Porirua 
29th July 1885 Wellington Education Board: Fencing at Kilbirnie W Tait 
29th July 1885 Pupil Teachers’ Examination Third Year (Over 17) Elizabeth Fergusson 
Kilbirnie 
29th October 1885 Wellington Education Board: Miss Chapman at present at Kilbirnie was 
appointed to Te Aro School. Miss McGowan was appointed to to the Kilbirnie school. 
[ Neither of these teachers appear on end of year list of teachers as being at Kilbirnie] 



25th November 1885 The Te Aro Committee wrote recommending the appointment of Miss 
Whitehouse to Ghuznee Street. The Board decided that they could not cancel the appointment 
of Miss Chatwin, already decided upon 
19th December 1885 Newtown School Report included: When the Kilbirnie School was built 
it was thought by some that it would have a tendency to lessen the number of pupils, but such 
had not been the case, for the attendance had increased at both schools. 
25th December 1885 Wellington Education Board: The Gladstone School Committee applied 
for additions, but the matter was allowed to -stand over. 
Applications from the Kilbirnie School for a grant of £5 toward the cost of gymnastic 
apparatus, and from the Mount Cook School for additions, were similarly dealt with.  
 

1886	
1886 63 Kilbirnie Hulke Charles  Head Master  £ 220.00  
1886 63 Kilbirnie Ferguson Lizzie  Female Pupil Teacher  £35.00  

Charles Hulke taught at Thorndon in 1884 and Newtown in 1885 as an assistant. In 1886 he 
was headmaster of Kilbirnie and from 1884 to 1895 he was Headmaster of Newtown School 
until 1898 when he died. Prior to working for Wellington Education Board he taught for the 
Wanganui  education Board last at Foxton. 
7th January 1886 Wellington Education Board: Master Kilbirnie School Salary  £200 
22nd January 1886 Wellington Education Board special meeting: For the headmastership of 
the Kilbirnie School the following applications were received »G. Hulke, 19 years under 
Wellington and Wanganui Boards, recently first assistant at Newtown, classification E 1 ; T. 
A. Cox, two years under Wellington Board, third assistant Mount Cook Boys’ School, 
classification D; J. M. Fraser, considerable experience, now in charge of Belvedere School, 
classification E 2 ; F. Harle Giles, considerable experience, classification E 3, Nelson ; John 
O’Brien, 20 years’ experience in Victoria, classification E, Victoria ; S. M. Scott, 
considerable experience in Victoria, trained in Ireland ; R. Delany, 20 years’ experience in 
New Zealand, classification E 2 ; W. J. Western, 25 years’ experience in England, license to 
teach, at present a private teacher. Mr Hulke was unanimously appointed.  
15th February 1886 Mr. Chas. Hulke, headmaster of the Kilbirnie School, and late of the 
Wanganui Volunteers, has presented the Newtown Rifles with a handsome cruet stand for 
competition. 
24th February 1886 Wellington Education Board: It was decided to repaint the Thorndon 
School. the Kilbirnie Committee asked for £6 10s for the purchase of a gymnastic apparatus. 
The sum of £5 was granted. 
29th April 1886 Wellington Education Board: The architect was Instructed to prepare plans 
for additions to Kilbirnie.  
27th May 1886 Wellington Education Board: Tender let  :—Kilbirnie, Messrs Robinson and 
Lepper  
30th June 1886 Mr. Hulke had been promoted to the charge of the Kilbirnie School, [First 
appointment must have been a relieving one] 



28th July 1886 A letter was read from the Kilbirnie Committee asking the Board to pay for 
the tram fore of the pupil teacher. It was decided that the Board should pay the fare on those 
days when the headmaster considers it is too wet for the young lady to walk.  
9th October 1886 The concert which took place in the Kilbirnie Schoolroom last evening was 
fairly successful. The school was beautifully decorated with flags and flowers. Several ladies 
and gentlemen had volunteered their services but owing no doubt to the boisterous night one 
or two failed to put in an appearance. Nevertheless, as encores were the order of the night, the 
committee were enabled to fill in the time allotted to the concert very satisfactorily. The gems 
of the evening were "Robin Adair," which was sung by Miss Steele, and " The Gates of the 
West," which was given by Miss Williams. The entertainment was brought to a close with an 
enjoyable dance. 
26th November 1886 Wellington Education Board: Miss L Fergusson (Kilbirnie) was granted 
a month’s leave on pay 
22nd December 1886 Mr. Charles Hulke has been appointed to succeed Mr. E. E. Lillington 
as headmaster of the Newtown School. Mr. Hulke is at present in charge of the school 
at Kilbirnie. 
30th December 1886 Kilbirnie Day School. 
The annual treat in connection with the above school took place on Tuesday, when the 
children were taken to a paddock kindly lent by Mr. Crawford, at Miramar, when numerous 
games were indulged in, and several races took place for prizes. After doing full justice to the 
good things provided for them there, they made a start back to the school, where a tea was 
provided for the children and their parents, and about 200 sat down to relievo the tables of 
their burthen. After the tables were cleared the children enlivened the proceedings by singing 
several songs, under the conductorship of Mr. Hulke, the headmaster, the best of which was 
"Hearts of Oak," which the children were  requested to sing in compliment to Mr. Crawford. 
Cheers were then given by the children for Mr. Hulke, and the thanks of the Committee wero 
tendered to Mr. Bradbury for the use of his horse and cart, to Mrs. Williams, of the Kilbirnie 
Hotel, for the use of her piano, and her services in playing for the dance which took place 
afterwards. The Chairman, Mr. F. J. W. Fear, then presented those children who undertook to 
collect money for the outing with a prize each, the girls with a silver brooch and the boys with 
a writing desk. The Committee then asked the children to give Mrs. Norris three cheers for 
her kind services in superintending the tea. After a few remarks by Mr. Hulke the children 
wero dismissed and the room cleared for dancing, which was indulged in by the adults until 
midnight, and then all dispersed after thoroughly enjoying themselves. 
 

1887	
1887 61 Kilbirnie Fairbrother Thomas   Head Master  £220.00  
1887 61 Kilbirnie Ferguson Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher  £ 35.00  
1887 61 Kilbirnie Brown Ellen  Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00  
1887 61 Kilbirnie Compton Mrs  Sewing  £5.00  

Thomas Fairbrother (Christian Name varied between Thomas and Frederick) 1878 -1882 
Pupil Teacher at Carterton 1884-1886 assistant at Terrace School. 1887 at Kilbirnie. Then 



1888 and 1889 back at the Terrace School. Appears to have lived back in Carterton on 
leaving teaching. 
1951/22126 Fairbrother Thomas Frederick 88Y 
Ellen Brown was a pupil teacher at Mount Cook Infants in 1886 and at Kilbirnie 1887- 1890 
and didn’t teach again for the Wellington Education Board  
13th January 1887 Wellington Education Board: Master, Kilbirnie ; average, 61 ; salary. 
.£200 to £240 according to certificate 
26th January 1887 Wellington Education Board:  F. Fairbrother, Kilbirnie 
16th April 1887 An entertainment, consisting of a concert and dance, was held at 
the Kilbirnie Schoolroom last evening, in aid of the fund for the reduction of the debt on 
the Kilbirnie Baths…………… 
27th April 1887 The Kilbirnie householders met in the local schoolroom, Mr r. J. W. Fear 
occupying the chair. The report and balance-sheet were read and adopted. Messrs W. 
Heginbotham, J. A. Heginbotham, George Smith, A. W. Stevens, V. Claridge, W. Skill and F. 
Marlow were elected as the School Committee for the ensuing year. The Committee 
subsequently elected Mr Smith as chairman and Mr W. Heginbotham as secretary for their 
term of office. 
27th May 1887 Wellington Education Board: An application for an extra shed and closet 
[Toilet] accommodation, by the -Kilbirnie Committee, was referred back to the Committee 
for an estimate of cost. 
1st July 1887 Alice Bourke Kilbirnie School was the only pupil from that school to pass. Her 
area was freehand drawing. 
27th July 1887 Wellington Education Board:  Applications from the Kilbirnie School 
Committee for a shelter ohed, and from Te Whiti for a teacher’s residence were ordered to 
stand over, there being no funds available……..£5  was granted for fencing at Pirinoa, and a 
like sum for a sewing teacher at Kilbirnie 
7th October 1887 The members of the Wellington Educational Institute held a meeting at the 
Athenaeum  on Saturday morning. There was a fair attendance, and Mr C. Horne presided. 
Messrs Wells (Tawa Flat), Fairbrother and Baxter (Mount Cook) were elected members…….. 
29th October 1887 A concert in aid of the piano fund of the Kilbirnie School was held at the 
schoolroom last evening. Mr. J. Smith occupied the chair, and there was a large attendance, 
numerous visitors from the city being present. A capital programme was gone through as 
follows :— Overture, Misses Newton and Watson (encored); Bong, "The captive knight," Mr. 
Rawnsley ; song, " Bitter sweet," Miss Rawnsley (encored) ; violin bolo (selected), Mr. F. 
Chisholm; recitation, " Shamus O'Brien," Mr. Payman (encore, " Christmas day in the 
workhouse") ; song, "No, sir," Miss  C. Letham (encore, " The broken pitcher ") ; comic song, 
"In a week or two," Mr. W. D. Lyon (encore, "Just So"); song, "Pierrot," Miss P, Watson ; 
vocal duet, "The flower gatherers," Mr, and Mrs. Taylor; recitation, "The stowaway," Mr. W. 
J. Haybittle; song, "Blow high, blow low," Mr. R. P. Johnson (encored) ; duet (violin and 
piano), Misses Sidey ; song, "The tar's farewell," Mr. W. J. Haybittle (encored) ; vocal duet, 
"The lily and the rose," Misses Watson and Letham; song, Miss Newton; comic song, Mr. 
Newton. At the conclusion of the proceedings the chairman thanked the performers for their 
ready assistance. The accompaniments were played by Misses Watson and Sidey and Mr. J. 



A. Hegginbotham. An enjoyable dance followed the concert, Mr. Heginbotham supplying the 
music. 
2nd December 1887 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. THE Concert proposed to be held at the above 
School to-night (Friday), is, on account of the boisterous weather, POSTPONED until 
FRIDAY, the 23rd instant [No report found] 
 

1888	
1888 76 Kilbirnie Morton Robert  Head Master  £ 225.00  
1888 76 Kilbirnie Page Elizabeth  Female Pupil Teacher  £40.00  
1888 76 Kilbirnie Brown Ellen  Female Pupil Teacher  £25.00  
1888 76 Kilbirnie Compton Mrs  Sewing  £ 5.00  

Robert  Morton started his career for the Wellington Education Board as an assistant Master 
at Te Aro in 1882. From 1884 to 1887 he was at the Terrace School and then spent from 1888 
to 1893 at Kilbirnie School 
15th September 1894 TO SCHOOL TEACHERS and OTHERS. UNRESERVED SALE of a 
LIBRARY OF VALUABLE BOOKS. MESSRS. J. H. BETHUNE & CO. ( arc favoured with 
instructions from Mr. Robert Morton (who is leaving Wellington) to sell by public auction, 
without reserve, at their rooms, Featherston-street, on Wednesday Followed by a long list of 
goods. Not Copied House he resided in also auctioned] 
30th October 1894 Mr. James Ashcroft, District Coroner, held an inquest at the Morgue 
yesterday afternoon touching the death of Mr. Robert Morton, whose body was found floating 
in harbour opposite Jervois - quay early on .Sunday last. The foreman of the jury was Mr. D. 
D. Auld.  
Robert Morton, a son of the deceased, deceased deposed to his father leaving his house on 
Saturday night, at 7 30, stating his intention to go down town, and his failure to return 
Witness searched for his father all night, and at 4 a.m. on Sunday he gave information to the 
police. There was no reason on the score of poverty why his father should have destroyed 
himself. Deceased was a strict teetotaller. For some time past he had been suffering from a 
liver complaint and been attended occasionally by Dr. Collins. He suffered also from 
giddiness and had fallen once or twice from this cause The wharf wax a favourite walk of his, 
and although not very short-sighted he was absent-minded, and when in these fits was 
insensible.  
Jas. Healy deposed to discovering the body floating between the s.s. Huia and the Jervois-
quay staging, and there was only two feet between the vessel and the quay. It was very 
possible that" a man falling from the wharf would remain in the position in which deceased 
was found. Deceased was grasping a walking stick horizontally in both hands. Froth was 
issuing from the nostrils and month.  
Constable John Osmpr considered it easy for a person to have slipped from the wharf to the 
position in the water in which the body was found. The face was very flushed. 
 Dr. Tripe deposed to having made a post mortem examination. There were no marks of 
violence on the body. Deceased evidently suffered from apoplexy and had apparently been 
seized with a fit and fallen into the water, the upright position in which he was found being 
caused by his endeavouring to clutch a stringer. The jury, without hesitation, returned a 



verdict that deceased fell into the water whilst suffering from an apoplectic fit and was 
Accidentally Drowned. 
31st October 1894 The funeral of the late Mr. Robert Morton was attended yesterday 
afternoon by a large number of the relatives and friends of the deceased. The wreaths were 
numerous and exceptionally beautiful and included several sent by old pupils of Mr. Morton. 
The services at the house and at the grave were conducted by the Revs. J. K . Elliott and Jas. 
Patterson.  
Elizabeth Page was  a pupil teacher from 1882-1888. 1882-1883 Te Aro: 1884-1885 
Courtenay Place. 1886 Newtown and 1888 at Kilbirnie. In 1890 and 1891 She was an 
assistant at Clyde Quay. 
24th April 1888 The householders of the Kilbirnie District met in the local schoolhouse. 
There  were 22 persons present, and Mr. G. Smith, chairman of the retiring committee, 
occupied the chair. The balance-shoot for the past twelve months, which showed a credit 
balance of over £9 was read and unanimously adopted, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded the outgoing committee; The election of the new committee was then proceeded 
with, and resulted in the return of the following gentlemen :— Messrs. W. Heginbotham, 27: 
F. J. W. Fear, 18; F. Marlow, 16; W Clarke, 16; J A..-Heginbotham, 14; C. Mace, 14; W 
Kershaw, 12. At the meeting held subsequently, Mr. W. Heginbotham was elected Chairman, 
and Mr. J. A. Heginbotham Secretary 
25th April 1888 Wellington Education Board: Mr. Buchanan pointed out that the difficulty 
regarding the exclusion of children who redded near the school could be overcome by making 
the children who came from Kilbirnie depend upon their own district school and giving 
preference to those living at Newtown.  
11th June 1888 . Miss Ferguson, who has for nearly five years acted at pupil teacher at 
the Kilbirnie School, took leave of her scholars on Saturday, and before doing so was 
presented by the children with a flower-stand of very pretty design. The Chairman of the 
School Committee and the elder scholars also presented her with complimentary farewell 
addresses. The presentations took place at a large gathering of the pupils and their friends, at 
which Mr. F. H. Fraser presided. Tea and cake having been partaken of by those present, an 
entertainment was begun, the programme of which Included recitations by Messrs. Kershaw, 
Journoaux, Masters A. Claridge, H. Pailthorpe, J. Kershaw, B. Alexander, Miss Ferguson, 
and several of the elder girls. Mr. W. Heginbotham, as Chairman of the Sohool Committee, 
personally testified to Miss Ferguson's worth, and Mr. Morton, head master, also  expressed 
regret at the loss of her assistance. Mr. Hulke, formerly head master, returned thanks on 
behalf of Miss Ferguson. At that lady's request the children were granted a holiday for to-day, 
and three cheers were given by them for Miss Ferguson and all their other teachers, past and 
present. Dancing was then kept up until 10 o’clock, when the company dispersed. The 
arrangements for the gathering were very creditably carried out by Miss E. Page, the new 
teacher, and the elder girls of the school. 
27th July 1888 Drawing Examination for the Wellington District  First Class: Geometry 
included: Kilbirnie— M. F. Hewitt, H. Zounax, R. Kershaw, A. Kershaw.. Freehand: R 
Alexander, M F Hewitt, G Highet, A Harris, W Snelling 
25th August 1888 A very successful entertainment in aid of the "Piano Fund" was given in 
the Kilbirnie schoolroom last evening, by the school children and friends. The children are 



certainly to be complimented on the efficient performance of their several parts, and no small 
praise is due to Miss E. Page, the assistant teacher, to whose painstaking the success of the 
entertainment was mainly due. Several of the performers were fondly encored 
29th August 1888 Inspector Lee to inspect Kilbirnie School on 30th and 31st August  
7th September 1888  The result of the inspection of the Kilbirnie School the first examined 
for the present year in the Wellington district—is to hand. The Inspector’s report states that 
61 pupils out of a total attendance of 97 (35 of whom are infants) were presented for 
examination, and out of that number 55 passes were secured. The following is a list of the 
passes in each standard : —Standard VI.7 presented, 7 passed ; Standard V. —7 presented 7 
passed ; Standard IV.—3 presented, 3 passed ; Standard 111.—24 presented, 21 passed ; 
Standard ll.—11 presented, 9 passed ; Standard 1.—9 presented, 8 passed. 
12th November 1888 The death of one of the pupils of the Wellington College, Master 
Laurence Morton, son of Mr K. Morton, master of the Kilbirnie School, which occurred on 
Friday last, has thrown a gloom over the institution. The deceased lad, a clever, intelligent lad 
of 15, has been subject to consumption, to which fell disease he finally succumbed. He was a 
great favorite with his schoolfellows, who mustered in large numbers yesterday afternoon to 
accompany his remains to their last resting-place, Much sympathy will be felt for Mr Morten 
and his family in their bereavement 
16th November 1888 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. THE Concert is POSTPONED until FRIDAY 
NEXT, the 23rd instant 
23rd November 1888  Seven more entries for the scholarships given by the Education Board 
were received yesterday, which brings the total number of competitors up to 94. Of the 
additional entries three are from the Hutt school and four from Kilbirnie. As the entries were 
posted before the date of closing, they will be accepted, and the senders allowed to compete.  
22nd November 1888  Seven more entries for the scholarships given by the Education Board 
were received yesterday, which brings the total number of competitors up to 94. Of the 
additional entries three are from the Hutt school and four from Kilbirnie. As the entries were 
posted before the date of closing, they will be accepted, and the senders allowed to compete.  
23rd November 1888 . KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. CONCERT THIS (Friday) EVENING, at 8 
o'clock. Select Dance to follow. 
11th December 1888 At their monthly meeting last week, the committee of the 
Kilbirnie School resolved that a letter of condolence should be sent to tic headmaster, 
expressing the deep sympathy felt by them and the community in his recent bereavement 
through the death of his eldest son.  
27th December 1888 KILBIRNIE. Mr r. H. Fraser presented the prizes as follows : - Standard 
Vl.—Merit—-Mary Hewitt and John Kershaw, 1; Alice Bourke, 2 ; Annie Hewitt, Hetty 
Jounox, honourable mention. Standard V.—Merit —Annie Norris and Robert Alexander, 1; 
Gilbert, Slight, 2; Claude Greenfield, honourable mention. Standard IV.—Merit —Harold 
Palethorpe, 1; Agnes Nimmo, honourable mention. Standard 111. Merit Bessie Paterson and 
„Ernest Clarke, 1 ; Ellen Norris, 2 ; M. A. Bourke, E. Jounox, honourable mention. Standard 
ll.—Merit—Jane Mace and John Elliott, 1 ; Fanny Heginbotham, 2 ; Maud Kemp, Bertha 
Skill, Mary Alexander, honorable mention. Standard I. —Merit Lily Hewett and Alfred 
Skilling, 1; Celia Skilling and John Paterson, 2. Infants. —Merit —Kathleen Bourke and 
William Mace, 1; Ruby Sidey and James Grover; 2; Agnes Bourke, 3. Attendance.—Mary 



Hewitt, : 1; Annie Norris, Ellen Norris, Walter Alexander, Edgar Claridge, James Kershaw, 2. 
Sewing (Standard VII., special—Miss Compton’s)—Annie Hewitt. Upper school, first 
division Annie Williams ; second, Ada Kershaw. Second division (Mr Dalton’s) Mary 
Kershaw. Lower School—First division, Fanny Heginbotham second division, Harriett 'Shaw 
; special (Miss Brown's), Amelia Marlow. Conduct (Upper School),Claude Greenfield ; 
Lower School, (Miss Page’s), Bertha Sidey ; popularity (Mrs Sidey’s), girls, Mary Anne 
Bourke ; ditto, boys, Jno. Bourke. Industry-Knitting (Mrs Page’s), Edward Alexander, 1 ; 
Lower School, Harriet Shaw. Crochet work (Mrs H. Baillie’s), Agnes Bourke. 
 

1889	
1889 83 Kilbirnie Morton Robert  Head Master  £ 225.00  
1889 83 Kilbirnie Tuckey Henry E    £150.00  
1889 83 Kilbirnie Page Mary  Assistant Female   £ 60.00  
1889 83 Kilbirnie Brown Ellen  Female Pupil Teacher  £ 30.00  

Henry E Tuckey was the relieving teacher used by the Wellington Education Board often. 
Was Headmaster of Featherston School 1880-1883 then relieved at various schools from 
1889 to 1893 
13th September 1919 The funeral of the late Rev. H E. Tuckey, who was one of the joint 
founders of Wellington College, and who was for many years closely associated with the 
Anglican Church of this diocese, took place yesterday afternoon. The service was conducted 
at St. Paul's Pro-Cathedral by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Wellington '(Dr. Sprott) and the 
Yen. Archdeacon Johnston. The chief mourners were Messrs. F. H. Tuckey (son of the 
deceased), G. Hadfield, R. Chatfield, and Sergeant James Tuckey (grandsons), and 
Mr. E. Hadfield, Among the relatives and friends of the deceased and of his family present 
was Mr. J. P. Firth, headmaster, of Wellington College. Wellington College Senior Cadets 
provided a special bodyguard, under Captain Benner, for the mortal remains of their late 
classical master, and headed the cortege, with arms reversed to Karori Cemetery. The body 
.was cremated, the service in the crematorium being conducted by the Van. Archdeacon 
Johnston. A number of handsome floral tributes were received 
5th January 1889 A concert, the proceeds of which it is intended to devote towards providing 
the annual picnic for the scholars attending the Kilbirnie School, was given in the schoolroom 
last evening. The attendance was remarkably good, and the Mayor of Melrose, Mr. F. Sidey, 
presided. An excellent programme, provided by the committee, was rendered, contributions 
being given by Misses Gowland, Wilson, and Little, and Messrs. Russell, E. P. Johnson, 
Munt, Fraer, A. B. Johnson, and Master Kershaw. Following the concert, at the conclusion of 
which the chairman thanked the performers for their kind assistance, and the audience for 
their attendance, the schoolroom was cleared, a dance was indulged in which was greatly 
enjoyed by those who remained, the music provided being capital.  
15th February 1889 Ellen Brown passed her 4th Year Pupil Teacher Examination. 
24th April 1889 The Terrace School report to parents included The only change in staff 
during the past 12 months was the transference of Miss M Page to Kilbirnie School after 3 ½ 
years’ faithful service 



24th April Wellington Education Board: It was agreed that the Kilbirnie school should be 
enlarged and a shelter shod be erected during the midwinter holidays.  
25th April 1889 School Committee: KILBIRNIE. Messrs Skill, Philpot, Claridge, Kershaw, 
Wall, Higginbotham, and Palethorpe 
28th August 1889 Wellington Education Board: The Education Board held a rather prolonged 
meeting this morning, the proceedings being conducted in committee, after the ordinary 
routine business of the Board had been transacted. On the Board resuming, it was announced 
that Miss Page, who for some time past has officiated as assistant teacher at 
the Kilbirnie School, had received the permanent appointment of assistant teacher to that 
school. The Rev. H. E. Tuckey was appointed supernumerary teacher. 
22nd October 1889 Melrose Borough Council:  that a sum not exceeding £1 be expended in 
gravelling the footpath opposite, the Kilbirnie school  
30th October 1889 Wellington Education Board: An application was made for a grant for 
raising the fence at Kilbirnie. The Board decided that they could not vote any money just at 
present………. On account of family bereavement it was decided to allow Mr. Morton, head 
teacher at Kilbirnie, to commence his summer holidays from 11th December. 
1st November 1889  The annual examination of the Kilbirnie School was completed on 
Tuesday, with the following results : — Standard 7—l presented and 1 passed. Standard 6—
76 — 7 presented, 1 absent, 3 failed, 3 passed. Standard 5—5 presented, 1 failed, 4 passed. 
Standard 4— 22 presented, 1 absent, 12 failed, 9 passed. Standard 3—11 presented, 2 failed, 
9 passed. Standard 2— 17 'presented, 1 absent, 3 excepted, 13 passed. Standard I—ls 
presented, 1 absent, 1 excepted, 1 failed, 12 passed. Totals— 77 presented, 4 absent, 4 
excepted, 19 failed, 51 passed.  
21st December 1889 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. The prizes at this school were distributed by Mr 
F. S. Fraser at the schoolroom last evening. The list is as follows Standard VII. — Annie 
Hewitt. 1st merit, 1st sewing. Standard VI. —Gilbert Highet, 1st merit; Ellen Marlowe, 1st 
merit; Robert Alexander,. 2nd merit, 1st attendance ; 'Annie Williams, 1st attendance, . 2nd 
sewing ; Annie Norris, 2nd attendance, 2nd • sewing. _' Standard V.—-William Greenfield, 
1st merit; Harold Palethorpe. 2nd merit. Standard IV. —Ernest Clarke, 1st merit; Bessie 
Paterson. Is merit; Walter Alexander, 2nd merit, 2nd attendance; Edgar Claridge, 1st 
attendance; Beatrice Marlowe, 1st sewing; Mary Luman, 2nd sewing. Standard III.—Mary 
Alexander, 1st merit; Jane Mace, 2nd merit; Augustus Sievers, 2nd merit. Standard II. —
George Robb, 1st merit; Celia Skill, 1st merit; Lily Hewat, 2nd merit; Harriet Shaw, 1st 
sewing and knitting; Charlotte Philpott, 2nd sewing. Standard I.—Fred Palethorpe, 1st merit; 
Ada Paterson, 1st merit; Millar Mace, 1st attendance ; William Wall, 2nd attendance. 
Infants—Mabel Skill, 1st merit; Thomas Highet, 1st merit ; Amy Howarth, 2nd | merit ; Ethel 
Grover, 2nd _ merit ; Agnes Bourke, 2nd merit. Special prizes. Annie Hewitt, 1st knitting; 
Annie Williams, Annie Norris, 2nd knitting ; 1 Mary Ann Bourke, knitting (Mr Bailey’s prize 
; Mary Ann Mace, sewing (Mrs Page 1 , prize); Fanny Heginbotham, _ sewing (Mr 
Palethorpe's prize); Bertha Skill, John Patterson, Hugh Hutcheson, general improvement 
(teacher's prize); Kathleen Bourke, sewing (teacher's prize). 
21st December 1889 School Entertainment. —Prior to the distribution of prizes at 
the Kilbirnie School last evening a very enjoyable entertainment was given by the scholars. 
The programme was as follows :—Piano duet, “The Canary Birds,” Misses Stuart and A. 



Page ; glee, “Sir Marmaduke,” Upper School Scholars ; song, "The Minstrel Boy,” Master A. 
Claridge ; musical drill, “ I -remember a Lesson,” Lower School Scholars; song, selected, Mr 
Pago; action song, “ The Workers,” Infants ; recitation, “ The, Children’s Hospital,” Miss A. 
Williams ; tong, “ The Menagerie, 1 ' Lower 'School Scholars; duet, “The Shade of Night; 1 ' 
Carol, “The Wassail Song,” Infants ; song, selected, Mr J. 0. Young ; -glee, “ The Wanderer’s 
Farewell,” Upper School Scholars ; recitation, selected, Master Kershaw; musical drill, " Try 
Again,” Lower School Scholars ; song, selected, Mr Page; carol, “ Good King Wenceslas,” 
Lower School Scholars ; recitation, selected. Master H. Palethorpe; glee. “Laughing 
’Chorus,” Upper School Scholars. 
 

1890	
1890 77 Kilbirnie Morton Robert  Head Master  £ 225.00  
1890 77 Kilbirnie Page Mary  Assistant Female   £60.00  
1890 77 Kilbirnie Brown Ellen  Female Pupil Teacher  £ 35.00  

10th January 1890 Children's Jubilee Music. —The first practice by the children of the 
various pieces to be sung on Jubilee Day was held in St. John’s schoolroom, Dixon-street, 
under the leadership of Mr F. Billman. There was large attendance of youngsters, who took a 
great interest in the proceedings. A practice will be held to-morrow evening in the public 
school, Newtown, for children’ at Newtown and Kilbirnie. On Saturday afternoon a practice 
for the whole city will be held in the Drillshed at 3 o’clock. 
10th January 1890 Mr P. Billman meets the Newtown and Kilbirnie children at the Newtown 
public school this evening, at 7-30, for singing practice. 
14th January 1890  Mr J. H. Tustin, who had been requested to make arrangements for the 
carriage of school children from the Newtown and Kilbirnie schools, reported that he had had 
an interview with Mr S. Smith, manager of the Tramway Company, who had offered to take 
the children to the Government Buildings at 3d per head. Since then, however, he (Mr Tustin) 
had received a communication from Mr Grace, stating that the children would be convoyed 
by the trams to the Government Buildings free of cost. The Committee awarded a vote of 
thanks to Hr Grace for his generous offer.  
17th February 1890 Ellen Brown was a fourth year pupil teacher at Kilbirnie 
29th April 1890 About 13 householders of Kilbirnie put in an appearance at the sohoolhouse. 
The report and balance-sheet Submitted by the secretary (Mr. J. A. Higginbotham) showed 
that the committee had done good work during' the year, particularly in promoting concerts to 
raise funds for the special account, which had been rendered necessary owing to the small 
amount of capitation received from the Education Board, viz., JQ2O. The new committee was 
elected aa follows :— Messrs. F. J. W. Fear (chairman), T. Clark (Secretary), G. 
Heginbotham, W. Hutchinson, W. Sievers, E. Sidey , and C. Jorgenson. A vote of thanks to 
the outgoing committee concluded the business. 
28th August 1890 Wellington Education Board: Messrs T. Clark and J. Hutchinson waited 
upon the Board with reference to draining and fencing the school ground at Kilbirnie. Messrs 
Fraser and Brown were appointed to look into the matter and make a report. 
20th December 1890 The distribution of prizes won at the Kilbirnie school, will form an item 
of an entertainment to be given on Friday evening next  



27th December 1890 . KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. A N ENTERTAINMENT in aid of the 
Children's Prize Fund will be held or MONDAY, 29th December, to be followed by a Select 
Dance. THOS. CLARK, Secretary. 
30th December 1890 At a very pleasant entertainment given in the Kilbirnie School last 
evening, the prizes won by the children were presented by Mr. R. P. Johnson. There was a 
largo attendance of elder as well as young people, and the whole proceeding! passed off most 
successfully. The school children sang some choruses taught them by Miss Page and Miss 
Brown, and, in addition to these, Misses Page (2) and Hewitt (2) and Messrs. Johnson, 
Gardner, and F. Cooper, gave songs and Messrs. S. Ross and McClune recitations. As the 
children wero unlikely to meet Miss Brown for some considerable time, the having obtained 
an extended leave of absence from her Sohool duties, they took occasion to make her an 
appropriate gift through Mr. Morton, the headmaster. The concert was concluded at 10 p.m., 
and the room was than cleared for a dance for the enjoyment of visitors, which was kept up 
until about half-past twelve. The music was contributed by Mr. J. A. Heginbotham, who also 
played with considerable taste the accompaniments to the songs at the concert. Mr. F. J. W. 
Fear. Chairman of the School Committee, f resided. The prize-list is as follows:— standard 
VII.— Boys : G. Highet, merit and drawing. Standard Vl.— Girls : A. Norris, sewing and 
attendance. Boys : J. Bourke, 1st merit M. Robb 2nd merit ; A. Palethorp, drawing Standard 
V Girls B Paterson 1st Merit and 1st sewing E Norris 2nd Merit and 2nd attendance  M 
Bourke 2nd sewing and knitting. Boys E Clark 1st Merit; G Hewitt 2nd Merit and 1st 
attendance W Alexander 1st Attendance E Claridge 2nd Attendance F Marlow good conduct 
Upper School (Mr Baillie’s Prize) Standard IV Girls F Sidey 1st Merit: M Alexander 2nd 
Merit and 2nd attendance: F Heginbottom 1st sewing; B Marlow 2nd sewing; M A Mace 
knitting; Boys J Highet 1st Merit; C Kemp 2nd merit; Standard III Girls L Hewitt 1st merit; C 
Skill 2nd merit; C Shaw 1st sewing and knitting  

1891	
1891 88 Kilbirnie Morton Robert  Head Master  £225.00  
1891 88 Kilbirnie Page Mary  Assistant Female   £60.00  
1891 88 Kilbirnie Dunne Margaret J  Assistant Female  £60.00  
1891 88 Kilbirnie Reeves Sophia  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00  

Margaret J Dunne only taught under this name for the Wellington Education Board in 1891 
at Kilbirnie. There was a Mary J Dunne taught at Whiteman’s Valley school from 1892 to 
1896 and was probably the same person, 
Sophia Reeves started as a pupil teacher at Mt Cook Infants’ in 1884 and 1885. At Te Aro 
1886 to 1889 and Mt Cook Girls’ in 1890 and at Kilbirnie still as a pupil teacher from 1891 to 
1893 
15th October 1894 Weddings are always looked upon as pleasant events of life, and the 
marriage of Miss Sophie Laura Reeves, second daughter of Mr E. Reeves, merchant, and Mr 
Arthur Holden Hamerton, third son of Mr R. C. Hamerton, solicitor, of " The Hollins," 
Austin-street, attracted a large crowd of friends to St. Mark's Church on Thursday afternoon. 
The service, which was conducted by the Rev. R. Coffey, M.A., was fully choral, the choir 
turning up in full strength, owing to the fact that the bridegroom was for some time organist 
of the Church………………… 



28th January 1891 Wellington Education Board:  The matters of the drainage of the land 
adjoining the Newtown Sohool and draining the School land at Kilbirnie were left in the 
bands of the chairman and Mr. Brown with power to act, 
7th February 1891 Ellen Brown pupil teacher passed her 5th year pupil teacher examination 
19th February 1891 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL -A CONCERT will be held 
at Kilbirnie Schoolroom, on FRIDAY, 20th February (in aid of the Children's Annual Picnic, 
to be followed by FRUIT BANQUET and DANCE. Concert to begin at 8 p.m. sharp. 
KILBIRNIE SCHOOL -A CONCERT will be held at Kilbirnie Schoolroom, on FRIDAY, 
20th February (in aid of the Children's Annual Picnic, to be followed by FRUIT BANQUET 
and DANCE. Concert to begin at 8 p.m. sharp.[Programme not copied] 
6th March 1891 In published inspection lists for all schools in Wellington Education Board 
was this report Kilbirnie Presented: 106 Passed 70. Very Fair discipline and order. Good 
manners. 
21st April 1891 List of nominations for School Committee:  Kilbirnie.— Francis,  J. W. Fear. 
Robert Alexander, James Clark, Thos. Clark, George D. Hewitt, James H. Price, and Arthur 
W. Stevens. [7 required for School Committee] 
5th September 1891 TENDERS will be received up to 5 o'clock of Tuesday, 8th September, 
for fencing part of school ground at Kilbirnie. Specifications, &c, at F. J. W. Fear's, Willis-
street. 
 12th September 1891  A very successful concert was given in the Kilbirnie schoolroom hist 
evening, in aid of the school funds. There was a large attendance, and the various items were 
highly appreciated. A pianoforte selection was contributed by Mr. J. A. Heginbotham, and a 
duet was played by Mr. and Mrs. Crouch. A Dutch sketch was Riven by Mr. Monteith, who 
also favoured the audience with a song. Vocal items were also contributed by Misses Hewitt 
(2), Mrs. Sneddon, and Messrs. Rooke, Cooper, Rayner, McCallam, and G. Parsons, and Mr. 
Jones, of the Star Gymnastic Club, performed a juggling feat. At the conclusion of the concert 
a dance was held, Messrs. Palmer and Heginbotham supplying the music. Mr. F. J. W. Fear, 
Chairman of the School Committee, presided. 
14th November 1891 First Grade Drawing Examination Scale Drawing:  Kilbirnie— W. 
Alexander, E. Clarke, g, G. Hewitt, J. Highet, C. H. Kemp, F. Marlow, Anniss Norris, H. 
Palethorpe, J. M. Robb c, A. Wise. [Little G= good,  Little e = excellent] 
26th November 1891 Wellington Education Board: Leave till the end of the year was granted 
to Mr R. Morton, headmaster at Kilbirnie, who has been suffering from brain fever 
17th December 1891 At the distribution of prizes in connection with the Kilbirnie Sohool this 
evening, an operetta will be performed by the children, to be followed by a dance. Proceeds in 
aid of the school treat, etc. 
19th December 1891 KILBIRNIE. The annual distribution of prizes took E lace on Thursday 
evening, and was preceded by a fairy operetta, performed by the children, entitled " A Merry 
Party. The prizes for the best singers in the sketch— given by Messrs. C. Menteath and 
Stevens — were awarded to Elsie Diamond and J. Carwood, honourable mention being made 
of Bertie Fear, Richard Price, and Mary Price. The chair was occupied by Mr. H. D. 
Crawford, whilst the prizes were presented by Mrs. Crawford. The following is the prize-list 
:— St. 7— H. Palethorpe, 1st merit; A. Norris, 1st attendance and 1st sewing. St. 6— B. 
Paterson, 1st merit and sewing ; M. A. Bourke, 1st knitting ; N  Norris, 1st attendance ; E. 



Clark, 1st merit. St. 5— F. Sidey, 1st merit ; J. Highet, 1st merit ; M. Alexander, 1st merit and 
2nd attendance; M. Highet, 1st attendance; B. Marlowe, 1st sowing. St. 4— J. Paterson, 1st 
merit ; C. Skill, 1st merit ; L. Hewitt, 2nd merit and 1st attendance ; B. Skill, 2nd merit ; F. 
Heginbotham, 1st sewing. St. 3—3 — G. Phelps, 1st merit and 1st attendance ; B. Highet, 1st 
merit; A. Paterson, 1st merit and 1st knitting; R. Price. 2nd merit; W. Wall, 1st knitting and 
1st attendance; A. Philpott, 1st attendance ; N. Sievers, 1st, sewing; A. Hansen, 1st, 
attendance ; E. Shilling, attendance. St. 2.— T. Highet and B. M. Price, 1st, merit ; M. Phelps, 
1st, merit, and 1st, .attendance ; E. Grover, 1st, merit, 2nd, attendance, and sewing ; A. 
Howarth, 1st, attendance, and 2nd, merit  M. Hutcheson, 2nd, attendance. St. I—A. Compton 
and B. Hansen, 1st, merit ; F. Crouch, 2nd, merit ; M. Bourke, 2nd, merit, and 1st, sewing ; A. 
Hewitt, special. for general improvement; E. Fear, special for sewing; A. Bourke, special for 
writing (Miss Reeves). Infants— K. Compton, 1st, merit ; M. Pratt, 2nd, attendance ; B. 
Heginbotham, 1st, sewing. Mr. Fear’s Special for Attendance — W. Wall, N. Norris. Special 
Good Conduct—J. Bourke, B. M. Price, G. Elliott. 

1892	
1892 81 Kilbirnie Morton Robert  Head Master  £235.00  
1892 81 Kilbirnie Page Mary  Assistant Female   £70.00  
1892 81 Kilbirnie Reeves Sophia  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00  

14th January 1892 In another column an invitation is extended to the parents of children 
attending the Kilbirnie School to take part in the annual school treat which is to held on 
Saturday next 
16th January 1892 The annual treat to the children attending the Kilbirnie School is taking 
place to-day in Mr. Greaves' paddock, close to the schoolhouse A gathering of parents will 
probably be hold in the evening.  
19th January 1892 TENDERS are invited to close on Saturday, 23rd, for the Erection of 
Fencing at 6 the Kilbirnie School. Specifications, &c, at F. J. W. FEAR'S, 88, Willis-street.  
27th January 1892  Mr. R. Morton, head teacher at Kilbirnie, now on leave of absence, was 
granted an extra month's leave on account of his illness 
13th February 1892 The entertainment given last month by the scholars of 
the Kilbirnie School was, by special request, repeated last evening. Several new pieces were 
also sung by the children, and Master H. Palethorpe recited " The White Owl" and '' 
Maloney’s Fenian Cat." A vote of thanks to Miss Page, the mistress, was proposed by the 
Chairman (Mr. F. J. W. Fear) and carried. A dance was afterwards held. 
19th April 1892 Nominations for School Committee: Kilbirnie— Messrs. F. J. Fear, G. D. 
Howitt. G. H. Price, A. W. Stevens, C. Skill, H. F. L. Hanson, and Huggins.  
28th April 1892 Miss M. Page, who had had temporary charge of the Kilbirnie school, 
applied for a bonus. The Board decided, in accordance with a previous resolution, that 
teachers should help each other, and that the senior teacher should take charge of a school the 
absence of the headmaster with remuneration. The application was therefore not acceded to.  
30th June 1892 The estimate of the expenditure on buildings proposed to be made by the 
Education Board during the year is as follows: —[included]  ; Kilbirnie (residence), L 250 [L 
was often used by typesetters instead of £  sign] 



6th August 1892 The monthly entertainment and dance, at the Kilbirnie School, in aid of the 
Ground Improvement Fund, took place last night, Mr. F. J. W. Fear in the chair. The 
performers wero — The school children. Misses Gillbank and Bartello, Messrs. J. Kershaw, 
Parker, McCallum, Hoskins and Mercer, and Mr. Spackman, whose violin solos brought 
down the house. At the dance, Mr. Stevens acted as M.C, and Mr. Platt presided at the piano. 
2nd November 1892 State School Drawing Examination .Scale:  Kilbirnie— M. Bourke, M. 
Crawford, M. Highet, C. Jonathan, M. Kershaw, F. Horton (good), E, Paterson, 3. Paterson, 6. 
Robb, D. Reeves, F Silver, B. Sidey. 
5th November 1892  Last evening an entertainment was given in the Kilbirnie schoolroom, in 
aid of the school funds. Mr. F. J. W. Fear presided, as Chairman of the School Committee. An 
excellent programme was presented, items being contributed by Misses Hewitt (2), Divis. and 
Calcinai, Messrs. R. P. Jonson and Parker, and Master Palethorpe. whilst Miss Bragge 
presided at the piano. The Chairman thanked the performers, and also the audience for their 
patronage. He remarked, however, that the object the committee had in view should have 
attracted a larger attendance on the part of the parents of the school children. The room was, 
then cleared for dancing, which was continued till midnight.  
20th December 1892 The Mayoress of Melrose (Mrs. H. D. Crawford) distributed prizes as 
follows at an entertainment given by the children :— St. 7.— Merit— Girls (best girl in the 
school)— B. Paterson, 1 ; M. Crawford, 2. Merit and attendance— Boys— G. Hewitt. 
Attendance — N. Norris. Sowing—M. Crawford. Knitting— M. Bourke. Jit. G. — Girls — 
Moritz and attendance — M. Alexander. Sewing —M. Alexander. Boys.— Merit — C. 
Kemp, 1 ; F. Morton and F. Marlow (equal), 2. St. s.— Girls— merit — B. Sidey, 1 ; merit 
and sowing, L. Hewitt, 2. Boys— Merit- G. Robb, 1 ; J. Paterson, 2. St. 4— Girls— Merit— 
A. Paterson, 1 ; A. Hansen, 2. Sewing and Knitting— K. Bourke. Boys — Merit— H. 
Hutchison and R. Price(equal), 1; G. Phelps, 2. Attendance— H. Hutcheson and W. Wall. St. 
3.— Girls — Merit— A. Howarth ; merit and attendance— B. Price and E. Grover equal ; 
attendance — A. Howarth ; attendance and knitting — M. Phelps ; sowing — E. Grover. 
Boys - Merit— S. Silver. 1 ; T. Highet and R. Sievers (equal),2. St. 2.— Girls— Merit— E. 
Fear, 1 ; M. Bourke and B. Hanson, 2. Sewing and knitting — 3 M. Heginbotham. Boys — F. 
Crouch and L. Silver, 1 ; A. Compton and G. Elliott, 1. St. I.— Girls— A Compton, B. 
Heginbotham, and L. Green, 1. Sowing — B. Heginbotham. Boys — F. Green, 1. Preparatory 
class — L. Compton, T. Marlow (equal). Boys (merit)— B. Fear. Sewing— K. Sievers. 
Attendance — M. Pratt. Mrs. Page's special prize for sewing — A. Burke. Mr. Jorgenson’s 
special for general improvement—S. Dorn. Mr. A. W. Stevens' special for plain sewing— M. 
Alexander. Mr. A. W. Stevens' special for essay — S. Silver. Mr. Fear's attendance prize— J. 
Staples. 
 

1893	
1893 81 Kilbirnie Morton Robert  Head Master  £235.00  
1893 81 Kilbirnie Page Mary  Assistant Female   £70.00  
1893 81 Kilbirnie Reeves Sophia  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00  



25th  January 1893 Wellington Education Board: The Kilbirnie Committee suggested that a 
teacher's residence should be erected, so that the headmaster might reside in the district and 
conduct evening classes. The Board decided to act on the Committee’s suggestion. 
24th April 1894 Football [Rugby] he Kilbirnie School did not turn up, and To Aro School 
won by default. 
26th April 1893 School Committee Election: Kilbirnie— The election at Kilbirnie resulted in 
Messrs H. D. Crawford, J. Clark, W. Sievers, 6. D. Hewitt, J. McEwan, Thos. Clark and H. A. 
Shepherd being elected. Mr Crawford was elected chairman, and Mr Thos. Clark, secretary. 
1st May 1893 TENDERS for the Erection of a Teacher's Residence at Kilbirnie will be 
received at this office up to SATURDAY, the 6th May next. Plans and specifications at my 
office. THOS. TURNBULL,  Architect to the Board. 
26th July 1893 Wellington Education Board: The Chairman was authorised to deal with 
certain requests made by the Tenui and Kilbirnie Committees,  
18th August 1893 Final places in Wellington School Rugby included: Kilbirnie was 
disqualified ‘at the beginning of the season. 
27th October 1893 Wellington Education Board: Drawing examination: Kilbirnie 60 children 
examined and 34 passed [Karori 52-22] 
7th December 1893 Wellington Education Board: . A PPLICATTONS will be received up to- 
Monday, the 11th of December, for a Head Teacher for the Kilbirnie School salary about 
.£2OO, with residence  
14th December 1893. KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. TO-NIGHT (THURSDAT), 11th DEC. 
DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES. Cantata by the Children of Kilbirnie School. Admission, 1 
shilling. 
14th December 1893 Wellington Education Board: Applications for the positions of 
headmaster at Kilbirnie and Te Whiti were opened, and it was decided to forward them to the 
local committees. It was decided to dispense with the services of three teachers whose work 
had not been satisfactory. 
15th December 1893 The breaking -up proceedings of this school took place last evening and 
were attended by a large number of parents of the children and their friends, the chair being 
occupied by Mr H. A. Shepherd.  the children, under the leadership of Misses Page and 
Reeves, sing a cantata entitled "The  Battle of the Hooks." The prizes were distributed by 
Mrs. "H. D. Crawford, who was heartily cheered by the children, as also wero Misses Pago 
and" Beeves, and the Chairman. The room was then cleared tor dancing, which was indulged 
in for several hours, the music being supplied by Miss Rossiter, and Mr. T. Clarke officiating 
as M.C. 
18th December 1893 KILBIRNIE. The following is the list of prize-winners : — Std. VI., G. 
Robb, 1 ; J. Paterson, 2; B. Sidey, 3 ; V., E. Quinlan, 1 ; A. Philpott, 2 ; A. Paterson, 3; 
sewing, A. Hansen; IV., S. Silver, 1; B. Price, 2; R. Sievers, 3; sewing, E. Sievers ; III., E. 
Fear, 1 ; B. Marley, 2; F. Crouch, 3; sowing, M. Heginbotham; 11., G. Hutcheson, 1 ; L. 
Quinlan, 2 ; W. Eustage, 3 ; sewing, K. Compton ; 1., H. Fear, 1 ; B. Philpott, 2; T. Marlow, 
3; sewing, L. Compton ; infants, B. Boielle, I. Price, E. Quinlan ; sewing, L. Heginbotham; 
attendance prizes, E. Norris, 1 ; A. Compton, 2 ; J. C. Philpott, 3 ; special prizes, best 
conducted scholar (Mr. G. Dutton's), S. Dorne ; recitations (Mr. H. A. Shepherd's), F 
Palethorpe, 1 ; A. Hansen, 2 ; general improvement, Std. IV. (Mrs. Page's), A. Howarth.  



 

1894	
1894 88 Kilbirnie McDermid G S M  Head Master  £ 215.00  
1894 88 Kilbirnie Page Mary  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1894 88 Kilbirnie McDermid Graham  Female Pupil Teacher  £ 35.00  

[NB Spelling of Pupil Teacher is correct as in official record] 
George S M McDermid  started teaching for the Wellington Education Board at Kaiwaiwai 
school have way between Featherston and Martinborough. He was at Kilbirnie School in 
1894 and 1895. In 1896 to 190 he was at Carterton School before finishing his career with the 
Wellington Education Board at Carterton from 1901 to 1904 
Graham McDermid was always a female pupil teacher at Kaiwaiwai then from 1894 to 
1897  at Kilbirnie. 
6th February 1894 The Education Board and the Kilbirnie School Committee are at 
loggerheads over the appointment of a head master for the Kilbirnie School. The Board, it 
seems, selected a certain applicant, and submitted his name, together with those of other 
applicants for the position, to the School Committee for approval. The Committee, however, 
made an independent selection, which the Board refuses to approve. The Committee met last 
evening and resolved to adhere to its own choice. 
8th February 1894 Something in the nature of a deadlock is threatened between the Education 
Board and the Kilbirnie School Committee. A vacancy having occurred in the bead-master-
ship of the local school, the Board, after the usual notice, determined to appoint to the 
position the master of a country school, who holds a good certificate, and has by several 
years' excellent work in the Board's service proved himself to be an efficient teacher. The 
choice of the Committee, however, fell upon a gentleman recently arrived from Home, who 
is, we believe, possessed of admirable testimonials and qualifications, but who is without 
colonial teaching experience, and has not previously been in the Board's service. He, it seems, 
has a friend or friends on the Committee, who, for personal reasons, prefer him to the Board's 
nominee, to whom there is no objection. The Education Act undoubtedly vests the 
appointment of teachers in the Education Board. Clause 45 runs— " The Board of " each 
district shall be entitled to appoint " teachers for every school under its control, " or to remove 
such teachers from one school " to any other school within such district." But there is a 
proviso — " that the Committee may recommend teachers to the " Board for appointment. . . . 
but no " appointment, suspension, or dismissal " shall take place until the Committee shall " 
have first been consulted." It has always been a moot point as to what power the Committee 
really has in the matter……….. 
12th February 1894 The scholars attending the Kilbirnie School wore regaled at a picnic on 
Saturday last in Mr. H. D. Crawford's paddock at Miramar. The youngsters spent a happy 
time in competing in games, Ac, and subsequently the prizes won at the day's sports ware 
distributed in the schoolroom, where refreshments were distributed to the children by the 
teachers.  
12th February 1894 A meeting of the Kilbirnie School Committee was held on Saturday to 
consider the difficulty existing between them and the Education Board relative to the 
appointment of a master for the Kilbirnie School. The members of the committee expressed 



the opinion that.it was.no use doing their best for the residents of Kilbirnie if they had- no 
power, and that they would take no further trouble in the matter. They contended that the 
Board had not acted fairly in the selection of a master, and that they had not selected the best 
candidate in their employ. They therefore decided to resign as from to-day, and the secretary 
was ordered to write to the Education Board to that effect. The letter, we are informed, states 
that as the Board intended adhering to their decision regarding the selection of a master, the 
committee had unanimously decided to resign their position in order to prevent any further 
difficulty between them and the Board. Under the present mode of treatment they could be of 
no service to the district, nor did they wish to further expose themselves to what they term the 
discourtesy of the Board. 
13th February 1894TO THE EDITOR. Sir— Your excellent  article of the 8th instant on the 
position taken up. by the Kilbirnie School Committee in opposition to the Education Board 
has, I see produced three letters traversing your statements. Two are written by members of 
the Committee and another by a resident who signs himself "Fact." With regard to the 
Committee, why do they not call a public meeting to see if the district is in accord with them 
in the matter ? One would imagine the Education Board is a hotter qualified body to choose a 
teacher than the Kilbirnie School Committee. It is pleasing to hear there is no personal 
interest in the matter as far as the members of the committee themselves are concerned. How 
about "Fact?" It is really wonderful, not being on the committee, how much he is supposed to 
know of the details of the matter. " Fact " does not state whether he is personally unknown to 
either candidate. Is it " Fact " that his lately been observed button-holing members of the 
committee on all possible occasions, but of course not necessarily with regard to the 
appointment of head teacher. I can easily understand how people who have come to the 
colony for temporary reasons, and even those who have no children (who can say "after me 
the deluge") can ignore colonial claims. But those who have made the colony their " Home 
country," and whose children are New Zealanders, look with a different eye on the matter, 
and are not quite so ready to accept certificates from foreign and clerical school departments, 
be they apparently ever so good, as fit to override the certificates obtained by earnestness and 
hard work from our own established system which, if more modest, we can depend upon as 
most suitable to the wants of our National New Zealand schools. In conclusion, I might ask 
how it comes to pass that our colonials of ordinary merit here when they go Home usually 
sweep all before them? Give us a colonial. I am, Ac, A RESIDENT AND 
SUFFERER. Kilbirnie, 12th February, 
19th February 1894 Mr George McDermott, of the Kaiwaiwai School, has received 
instructions from the Board of Education to take charge of the Kilbirnie School. It will be 
remembered that the School Committee resigned the other day because their own nominee 
was not appointed.  
28th February 1894 Wellington Education Board: The Kilbirnie Committee were dissatisfied 
with the Board's appointment of the head teacher. It was decided to reply to the Manakau 
and Kilbirnie Committees that they would continue to hold office until the Sohool Committee 
elections, which take place next month.  
25th April 1894 Wellington Education Board: The Secretary of the Board was directed to 
take the necessary steps to hold an election at Kilbirnie, the recent meeting of householders 



having been unable to elect a committee in consequence of the absence of. the books and 
papers.  
12th June 1894 KILBIRNIE. The adjourned annual meeting of residents I of Kilbirnie for the 
election of a School Committee was held last night in the local schoolroom. Only six persons 
wore present. Mr. V. Claridge, who had presided at the previous meeting, was again voted to 
the ' chair, and explained that, as directed, he ' had written to the Education Board asking | for 
the account books, &o , belonging to the last committee — the whole of the members of 
which had resigned — and the books had ' been forwarded to the head teacher. The  statement 
of accounts showed that there was a ' credit balance in the bank amounting to 17s , Id. The 
only business before the meeting was the election of a committee, but the difficulty about that 
was that there were only six persons present, and no nominations . had been received, be that 
he supposed they . must elect themselves. A gentleman present ' pointed out another 
difficulty, viz., that it was necessary that seven householders should , be present in order to 
form a quorum. The Chairman, in order to remove the objection, then left the school to find 
another resident, ; and shortly returned with Mr. McDermid the headmaster. The whole of 
those who were present prior to the arrival of Mr. McDermid were then nominated as 
committeemen, and were declared duly elected, viz., Messrs. J. Hutcheson, W. Pratt, R. 
Rollason, James Price, V. Claridge, and W. Kershaw. At a subsequent meeting of the 
Committee, Mr. Hutcheson was appointed Chairman and Mr. Price Secretary.  
29th June 1894 Wellington Education Board:  Mr Marnow was appointed to fill a vacancy on 
the Kilbirnie Committee, 
20th July 1894 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. A CONCERT AND DANCE will be held, in the 
above school TO-MORROW (Friday) EVENING, 21st July, at 8 o’clock, in aid of school 
funds. Concert and Dance, Is.(1 SHILLING) 
23RD July 1894 Residents of Kilbirnie and others interested in the local State Sohool ire 
invited to attend a meeting in the Sohool. room on TUESDAY, 24th, at 8 p.m. Ladies 
specially invited. J. HUTCH ESON, Chairman of Committee.  
24th July 1894 Miss Reeves, who has been connected with the teaching staff of 
the Kilbirnie School for several years, will sever her connection at the end of the present 
month. General regret is expressed by the parents of the district at her resignation 
25th July 1894 Wellington Education Board: and a sum of £3 5s was voted towards the 
construction of n. cupboard for the library at the Kilbirnie School……Miss McDermid, of 
Kaiwaiwai, to be pupil teacher at Kilbirnie,  
29th October 1894 With footings of the deepest regret wo record the death of an old and 
highly respected citizen — Mr. Robert Morton, whose body was found floating in the harbour 
early yesterday morning opposite Jervois-quay, by Mr. Jas. Healy, of Francis Street. As life 
was extinct, the remains were removed to the Morgue, where Dr. Tripe today performed an 
autopsy. An inquest is being held this afternoon. It appears that on Saturday night about 7.30 
the deceased left his residence on Wellington Terrace, informing his wife that he intended to 
go down town and look at the shops. At that time, although he was somewhat dispirited 
owing to monetary troubles, he showed no symptoms which would cause anxiety. As Mr. 
Morton did not return at his accustomed time, the family became alarmed, and an unavailing 
search was made. Mr. Morton, who was 52 years of age, was very near-sighted, and it is 
supposed that whilst walking on the wharf he fell over into the harbour, but it will not be 



positively known until the inquest whether death was caused by drowning, or due to some fit. 
And for this reason :— When the body was recovered it was floating in an upright position, 
the head being above water, with the hat on, whilst the hands still grasped a walking stick. 
The face was much flushed, and at present the supposition is that deceased fell into the water 
in a fit. Therefore it is that the Coroner has deemed a post mortem examination necessary. For 
the last 25 years Mr. Morton has taught schools in the Wellington Provincial District, 
including five years' service at the Terrace School and nearly six years' aa headmaster 
at Kilbirnie. Prior to these periods he had schools in Masterton and in Greytown, for three 
years each. He then returned to Wellington, where he spent eight years at Bowden's High 
School and Morton's Private Academy in Abel Smith-street— on the site formerly occupied 
by the Girls' High School. On the 13th of this month be received a temporary appointment as 
assistant master at Mount Cook Boys' Sohool. Mr. Morton was a man of high scholastic 
attainments, 'but it is feared that his professional and financial reverses of late had caused 
despondency, though so far as can be learned there was nothing which would lead his friends 
to suppose he contemplated taking his life. He was a man beloved by the children placed 
under his, charge, and he enjoyed the entire friendship and esteem of all whose privilege it 
was to know him. From the establishment of the Kent-terrace Presbyterian Church to a short 
while ago Mr. Morton was an elder of that congregation. Upwards of 23 years ago the 
deceased married Miss Smith, Sister of Mr. J. Smith, jun., iron founder of To Aro, his 
survivors being his widow and four children. 
22nd December 1894 The breaking-up " of the Kilbirnie school was celebrated last evening 
by an entertainment given by a number of the children under the direction of Miss Page, one 
of the teachers.  
 

1895	
1895 105 Kilbirnie McDermid G S M  Head Master  £215.00  
1895 105 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1895 105 Kilbirnie McDermid Graham  Female Pupil Teacher  £32.00  
1895 105 Kilbirnie Oswin Maud  Female Pupil Teacher  £32.00  

18th February 1895 On Saturday the Kilbirnie State Sohool children held a picnic on 
the Kilbirnie Public Reserve, winding up with tea and dancing in the largo schoolroom in the 
evening. Nearly all the members of the committee with their wives and the whole of the 
teaching staff were present throughout the day. The committee had the free use of the 
swimming baths, and the steamer Moss Rose ran parties of the children round Evans' Bay. 
23rd April 1895 —Only nine persons attended the meeting at Kilbirnie, and of these six were 
members of the retiring Committee, whilst of the remaining three only two were entitled to 
vote. The chair was occupied by Mr. Camming. The annual report, which was read and 
adopted, showed the school and its affairs to be in a satisfactory condition. Upon the 
Chairman inviting nominations, each one of the retiring members of the Committee declined 
to allow himself to be nominated for further office. It was understood that the old 
committeemen took this course with a view of showing their disgust at the apathy of the 
householders of the district so far as it related to school matters. The meeting then dissolved, 
without any resolution being arrived at. 



23rd May 1895  Meetings of householders for the election of school committees are to be 
held in the schoolrooms at "Whakataki, Gladstone, Upper Hutt, Keruru Judgeford 
and Kilbirnie on Monday, 17th June, at 8 p.m. 
18th June 1895 t will be recollected that at the annual meeting of the householders of 
Kilbirnie the various persona nominated for the Committee declined to stand, and the meeting 
terminated without an election. The householders \were again called together last evening to 
elect a committee of seven.. Fifteen were present, and Mr. Cumming was voted 'to the chair. 
There were only three candidates, viz , the Chairman and Messrs. Haslock and Walker, and 
these were declared elected.  
1st August 1895 Wellington Education Board  Miss Mary E Page resigned 
8th August 1895 Assistant Kilbirnie salary £80 per annum 
27th August 1895 There are 27 applications for the vacant assistant teachership at Kilbirnie, 
3rd September 1895 Miss Boulcott, at present assistant teacher  at Taita School, is the 
successful applicant for the post of assistant at Kilbirnie School.  
12th October 1895 8 candidates from Kilbirnie school have entered the Scholarship 
Examination for the Wellington District. 
 

1896	
1896 87 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph  Head Master  £225.00  
1896 87 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1896 87 Kilbirnie McDermid Graham  Female Pupil Teacher  £35.00  
1896 87 Kilbirnie Walton Margaret  Female Pupil Teacher  £34.00  

Joseph Worboys taught at Mauriceville East [North East of Masterton] from 1890 to 1894. 
In 1895 he was at Eketahuna. By December 1896 he was at Kilbirnie with a  roll of 87 and 
was there until at least 1921 when the roll was 412 
1889/2419 Clara Denby Joseph Harrison Worboys 

 
1891/9910 Worboys Doris Mary Clara Joseph Harrison 

1893/6912 Worboys Gladys Irene Clara Joseph Harrison 

1895/6333 Worboys Harold Edwin Clara Joseph Harrison 

 
Maud Oswin only taught the one year at Kilbirnie School for the Wellington Education 
Board in 1895 as Maud Oswin. Though a Mabel Oswin had a long and successful career from 
1896 to at least 1923 and as there is no record of a Maud Oswin being born  in New Zealand I 
suspect that these are the same person. 
27th July 1896 he Board of Education will on Wednesday consider a proposal that Mr. 
Worboys, head teacher at Eketahuna, should exchange positions with Mr. McDermid, head 
master of the Kilbirnie School, for a time, owing to the illness of Mrs. Worboys. 
6th August 1896 Wellington Education Board:  Messrs Worboys (Eketahuna) and McDermid 
(Kilbirnie) were granted permission to exchange positions. 
17th August 1896 An entertainment was given a few nights ago by the Kilbirnie Musical 
Society in honour of Mr G. S. M. McDermid, President of the society, (formerly of 



Kaiwaiwai) who is about to leave the district to take the place of Mr Worboys as 
schoolmaster at Eketahuna, At its conclusion cheers wero given for Mr and Mrs McDermid. 
27th August 1896 Wairarapa Daily Times: At the Eketahuna School yesterday, Mr J. 
H, Worboys (who for some considerable time has held, the position of Headmaster at the 
Eketahuna School, during which time he has gained the very hearty good will and thorough 
respect of both scholars and parents) was presented with a pair of valuable solid-gold sleeve 
links in Morocco case as a mark of the esteem in  which he is held by , his pupils and fellow 
The presentation  was made by Miss Wright, Assistant Mistress, Mr Worboys suitably 
replying and regretting . his departure from Eketahuna, regarding which place he should 
always cherish many pleasant memories………….. 
5th October 1896  A correspondent writes urging the closing of the Kilbirnie School owing to 
an outbreak of diphtheria in that school, which has I already proved fatal in two cases. 
6th October 1896 The Kilbirnie School has been closed on account of an outbreak of 
diphtheria, of the pupils have died daring the pact week, and others are sick. The committee 
hope to re-open the school on the 13th inst. 
18th November 1896 Education Scholarships Country Candidates  Bertha Price of Kilbirnie 
finished 7th . The first 3 awarded scholarships. 
16th December 1896 The Exhibition [Held at Rongotai] The Te Aro Infant 
and Kilbirnie School children had a good time in the Exhibition yesterday, what with Mr. 
Seager's lantern views, and Mr. Bushby's Punch and Judy performances 
 

1897	
1897 92 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £   215.00  
1897 92 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Assistant Female   £     80.00  
1897 92 Kilbirnie Robertson Jessie  Female Pupil Teacher  £     36.00  
1897 92 Kilbirnie McDermid R G M  Female Pupil Teacher  £     35.00  

Jessie Robertson was always a Pupil Teacher for the Wellington Education Board 1894 to 
1896 at Paraparaumu 1897 to 1899 at Kilbirnie 1900 to 191 at Rintoul Street 
23rd February 1897  A concert in aid of the Kilbirnie School will be given by leading 
Wellington amateurs on Friday evening and will be followed by a dance. 
23rd January 1897. Mabel B Oswin of Kilbirnie school B A  is classified as 5th year pupil 
teacher 
28th April 1897 Wellington Education Board: miss Robertson from Paraparaumu to Clyde 
Quay 
15th May 1897 KILBIRNIE STATE SCHOOL. A PUBLIC MEETING of householders —^ 
and parents whoso children attend the Kilbirnie State School will be held in the Schoolroom 
on MONDAY, 17th May, at 8 p.m., to discuss the question of prizes. All parents respectfully 
invited to attend. E. A. SIMSON, Hon. Sec. Kilbirnie School Committee 
9th June 1897 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. A CONCERT and DANCE will take place J\. at the 
Kilbirnie Hall TO-MORROW (Thursday), at 8 p.m., in aid of School Children's Fete to 
celebrate Record Reign. Admission, Is. A conveyance will leave hall for city at 1 o'clock a.m. 
E. A. SIMSON, Hon. Sec. 



17th June 1897 A concert and dance, promoted by the Kilbirnie School Committee, took 
place at the Kilbirnie Hall last week in aid of a fund to allow the school children a treat to 
commemorate the Queen’s Record Reign. The hall was crowded, and every item of an 
excellent programme was highly appreciated. The concert opened with a piano and violin 
duet by Mr and Mrs Burns, and vocal items were contributed by Mrs Wilford and Miss Duck, 
Messrs Greenwood, Warboys, Russell, Ogier, T. M. Wilford, Smith and Craig, and recitations 
by Mr Lamb. Miss E. Greenwood played most of the accompaniments in finished style. Mr 
Charles Wilson, M.H.R., who had also promised an item, sent an apology for non-attendance. 
Among those present was Mr J. Hutcheson, M.H.R. The dance was kept up until 1 a.m., the 
entertainment being thoroughly enjoyable. Mr J. A. Heginbotham supplied excellent music. 
Mr W. Heginbotham, chairman of the committee, presided. To the secretary, Mr E. A. 
Simson, much praise is due for the manner in which he carried out his duties. Messrs Hurd 
and Claridge ware the M.C.’s. 
24th June 1897 The Kilbirnie School children and their maternal guardians were given an 
enjoyable outing yesterday to the Rev Father Lane's grounds at the Hutt. The children were 
driven out in drags provided by the committee, and at a moment's notice the rev. gentleman 
kindly placed his grounds at their disposal. In the evening the children were given a tea at the 
Kilbirnie Schoolroom and spent the rest of the time in pleasant amusements. The committee 
heartily thank all who assisted their efforts. 
1st July 1897  The children attending the Kilbirnie School were, with their mothers, given a 
capital outing last week by the Kilbirnie Committee in honour of the Record Reign. Four 
four-horse drags conveyed the picknickers to the Lower Hutt, where the Rev Father Lane 
kindly placed his grounds at their disposal at a minute's notice. After the serving of 
refreshments and a ramble about the grounds the return journey Was entered upon, and tea 
was supplied at the Kilbirnie School, and the evening spent in dancing and singing. The 
outing was most enjoyable. The committee acknowledges thanks to Mrs King and Messrs 
Kirkwood, Crossley and -Brodie for the supply of refreshments, and also Father Lane for his 
hospitality at the Hutt. The committee -worked hard for the success of the picnic, but Messrs 
W. Heginbotham (chairman), Claridge, E. T. Taylor, Hurd and Mr E. A. Simson (secretary) 
deserve special thanks. 
8th November 1897 Kilbirnie School Social intended to take place To-morrow Evening 
(Prince of Wales's Birthday) at the Kilbirnie Hall is Postponed until WEDNESDAY, the 17th 
instant. W. HEGINBOTHAM, Chairman Kilbirnie School Committee.  
 

1898	
1898 97 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £235.00  
1898 97 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Assistant Female   £80.00  
1898 97 Kilbirnie Robertson Jessie L  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1898 97 Kilbirnie Legg Florence E  Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00  

Florence E Legg taught at Kilbirnie in 1898 and 1899,  at Clyde Quay in 1900-1902  
1903/1499 Florence Eveline Legg Alfred Arthur Warner 

1904/18677 Warner Arthur Kenelm Florence Eveline Alfred Arthur 



 
1904/3188 Warner Florence Eveline 25Y 
 
26th April 1898 School Committee Election: The chair was occupied by Mr. F. J. W. Fear. 
The report of the retiring Committee showed that the attendance of scholars had been 
excellent and that the results of the examinations had been most satisfactory. The balance-
sheet showed a balance in hand. The election of a Committee resulted as follows : — Messrs. 
F. Aspinall, J. Clarke, M. Kidd, A. W. Stevens, E. T. Taylor, W. Kershaw, and H. Hansen. A 
vote of thanks was passed to the retiring Committee. At a meeting of the new Committee, Mr. 
Clarke was elected Chairman and Mr. Aspinall Secretary and Treasurer.  
2nd July 1898 A moonlight night, a crowded schoolroom, and a first-class programme, 
combined to render last night's concert in the Kilbirnie School a success both musically •and 
financially, and the funds of the School Committee will be considerably augmented as a 
result. Songs were given by Mrs. Perrin whose rendering of " Sing, Sweet Bird" was 
especially enjoyed, Mrs. Storey', Misses Burnett, Bethune, and Legge, and Messrs. 
Laurenson, Montgomery, and Worboys. Two violin solos by Mrs. Searl were much 
.appreciated. The accompaniments, as well as the music for the dance which followed, were 
played by Miss Jeffrey 
29th September 1898 Wellington Education Board: Miss Florence Legg, who lives at 
Thorndon and teaches at Kilbirnie, was granted tram fare from Kilbirnie to her classes 
7th October 1898  The number of candidates for Education Board scholarships has been 
increased to 160, the head-masters of Te Aro and Kilbirnie Schools having decided to send up 
eight and three candidates respectively. No more entries can now be received.  
8th December 1898 Wellington Education Board: A discussion arose in regard to the action 
of the headmaster of the Kilbirnie school reducing the school from the “C ” class to “D” on 
the day of the examination, allegedly on the ground that the attendance had been reduced by 
an epidemic. The teacher’s action was strongly condemned as giving the school an unfair 
advantage in scholarship examinations over schools which had all along been classed “D.” It 
was decided that the chairman and Messrs Robertson and Young be a committee to go into 
the matter and interview the committee and teacher and report to the Board. 
14th December 1898 The breaking-up concert in connection with the Kilbirnie Public School 
will take place in the schoolroom this evening. There is to be a display of pole exercise, and a 
considerable amount of singing by the children. 
14th  December 1898 The committee set up by the Board of Education to enquire into the 
question affecting the scholarship candidates from the Kilbirnie School, reported to the Board 
to-day that after hearing the explanation of Mr. Worboys (head master) and the views of the 
school committee, it was of opinion that Mr. Worboys was not to blame for directing the 
scholarship candidates to do the work required from schools in class D, he having acted on 
the assumption that the strict average attendance regulated the position. The committee 
recommended the Board to award three additional scholarships as an act of justice to the 
candidates, the scholarships to be of the annual value of £15, and to be awarded to Alice 
Burnley (Hutt School), Lewis Silver (Kilbirnie School), and Arthur 
Hewitt (Kilbirnie School). For the purpose of preventing any misunderstanding in future the 



committee recommended that the working average attendance for the half-year ending June 
30 each year should be the basis of classification of the different schools. The Board adopted 
the report. 
15th December 1898 A very successful concert was held at  Kilbirnie School last night by the 
pupils, 22 items being got through in a very creditable manner. The Chairman of the School 
Committee drew attention to the fact that after a meeting with a committee set up by the 
Education Board and the head teacher and members of the School Committee on the question 
of scholarships, he was pleased to say that there were two more scholarships awarded. This 
made three scholarships in all falling to the school this year. At the close a vote of thanks was 
passed, and cheers were given by the audience for the teachers and children for the excellent 
way in which they went through the various items on the programme. 
28th December 1898 Wellington Education Board calls for tenders for the painting of 
Kilbirnie School. 
 

1899	
1899 121 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £235.00  
1899 97 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Assistant Female   £80.00  
1899 97 Kilbirnie Robertson Jessie L  Female Pupil Teacher  £42.00  
1899 97 Kilbirnie Legg Florence E  Female Pupil Teacher  £25.00  

21st January 1899 Wellington Education Board: KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. TENDERS for 
Asphalting, Kerbing, &c," are invited up to 24th instant at the Education Board Office, where 
specifications can be seen, or at the Schoolmaster's Residence. The work to be completed on 
or before 4th February. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
25th April 1899 School Committee Meeting: Mr. J. Clark presided at the meeting. The 
Committee's annual report stated that there were now 152 scholars on the roll, 73 having been 
admitted during the year. The library had 20 volumes added to it and kindergarten material 
bad been augmented. The school and outbuildings had been painted and the playground and 
approaches improved and asphalted. Special mention was made of the placing of an "Honours 
Board" in the school bearing the record of two .scholarships won Last year and the possible 
three .scholarships this year. The report was adopted on the motion of Mr. Murphy. Votes of 
thanks were accorded to the retiring Committee and to the headmaster, Mr. Worboys. The 
following Committee were elected: — Messrs. Kershaw (Chairman), A. Perrin (Secretary and 
Treasurer), Murphy, Fairburne, Hansen, Kidd, and Stevens. 
30th June 1899 . Owing to the inclement weather the concert and dance announced to be hold 
to-night at the Kilbirnie Schoolroom is postponed until a future date, when it is hoped the 
residents will support the Committee in its endeavours to improve the state of the 
playgrounds.  
1st July 1899 KILBIRNIE STATE SCHOOL. A 'CONCERT AND DANCE Will be hold in 
the Schoolroom ON MONDAY, 3rd JULY, 1899. Proceeds in aid of improving the 
playground. Admission Is. - A. PERRIN, Hon. Soc.  
14th December 1899.  KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. The Kilbirnie School "broke up" for the 
holidays yesterday. In the 'evening the annual school concert was held when the building was. 
filled to overflowing with a very enthusiastic audience. .{Special mention must be made of 



two songs by the senior girls, in character — "Going back to Dixie" and "The Lily and the 
Rose." A squad of small boys, in full uniform, under Master B. Durrant as captain, gave one 
of the popular military songs with good effect, and Miss Ivy Topp contributed a solo. 
"Soldier* of the Queen," followed by "God Save the- Queen," concluded a most successful 
concert ,and with cheers for their teachers and for the committee, the children went off to 
enjoy their holidays. The proceeds of the concert will go to swell the picnic funds.  
 
 

1900	
1900 140 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £235.00  
1900 140 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Assistant Female   £80.00  
1900 140 Kilbirnie Tasker Alice  Female Pupil Teacher  £32.00  
1900 140 Kilbirnie Proctor Francis  Male Pupil teacher  £ 32.00  

Alice Tasker was a female pupil teacher at Kilbirnie in 1900 and 101 and then at Newtown in 
1902 and 1903. 
Francis Proctor was a pupil teacher in 1898 and 1899 at Newtown. He was at Kilbirnie 1900 
to 1903 as a pupil teacher and 1905 as an assistant master. From 1905 to 1914 he was an 
assistant at Brooklyn. In 1915 he was at Island Bay as a substitute while someone was on 
armed forces duty. In 1919 he was at Levin DHS and in 1921 and 1923 He was at Mt Cook 
Boys’ as an assistant 
24th January 1900 Wellington Education Board: Miss Tasker  to Kilbirnie 
12th March 1900 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. A MEETING- of those interested in the holding of 
a Spring Flower Show Kilbirnie will be held in the Kilbirnie Schoolroom on TUESDAY 
EVIENING, 13th March, at 8 p.m. 
23rd April 1900 The Kilbirnie School is promoting a flower and work show, to be held in 
October next. A strong committee has been formed to see the event to a- successful issue, and 
the following judges have been appointed • — For pot plants, Messrs. Baillie and Alpe ; for 
cut flowers, the Misses Cooper ; garden plot, Messrs. Maxwell and Marlow ; penmanship, 
Mr. A. D. Riley ; sewing, fancy work, and cookery, Mesdames Hutcheson, Fleming, and 
Alexander. The schedule provides for a great variety of classes, and an interesting exhibition 
should result. The purpose is to benefit the school funds.  
 5th May 1900 KILBIRNIE STATE SCHOOL. The Committee of the above School require a 
Caretaker. Schedule of duties and forms of implication obtainable from the Secretary. 
Tenders close Monday, 14th May, at 8 p.m. A. PERRIN, Hon. Sec Kilbirnie Store. 
25th May 1900 Sanitation of Melrose [Kilbirnie was in the Melrose Borough] Sanitas” 
writes,: —With reference to the statement that the Sanitation Committee of the Melrose. 
Borough Council had reported' that that borough is in a satisfactory condition as far as 
sanitary matters are ' concerned, I would ask is it a fact that' no later than last week the 
Sanitary Inspectors reported of the Kilbirnie Ward to the effect that, the school premises and 
grounds were in a dreadfully insanitary state, and also that the whole of the swamp on which 
a large portion of Kilbirnie is built was also in a bad state. How are the two statements to be 
reconciled?: 



30th May 1900 Wellington Education Board: A deputation from the Kilbirnie School 
consisting of Messrs J. H. Fairbairn, (chairman). F. Perrin (secretary), and Brannigan. — 
waited upon the Board and complained of the insanitary condition of the school's 
outbuildings.  Increased accommodation lor pupils in the school was also asked for owing to 
the growth of settlement in the district. The deputation further asked that the school should be 
lighted by gas and a gas cooking range provided, to enable the setting up of a cookery class  
The Chairman informed the deputation that if it was found that there was absolute need for 
increasing the accommodation of the buildings, the request would be granted. The sanitary 
work would be attended to, but the putting on of gas opened up a large question which would 
have to be carefully considered by the Board. The deputation having withdrawn, the Board 
decided to postpone consideration of the matters brought forward by the Kilbirnie Committee 
until certain information was obtained. 
7th June 1900 Wellington Education Board: Messrs Fairburn Perrin and Brannigan,_ 
representing the Kilbirnie School Committee, waited on the Board and asked that iron pans be 
supplied for the school closets, that the school be enlarged, that a gas stove be put in the 
school, to enable cooking, to be taught there instead of the pupils-being , obliged to visit the 
city, and that certain drainage be provided. It was decided to provide the pans at once, . and to 
consider the other proposals at next meeting.  
19th July 1900 Mr. W. Callaghan, Hon. Treasurer of the Scenery Preservation Society, 
desires to thank the following for assistance in connection with Arbor Day proceedings 
at Kilbirnie: — Messrs. J. Mcllvride, D. Joslin (who came all the way from Thorndon), A. J. 
Rand, J. H. Warboys, and S. W. Green, also the children of the local school. Nearly two 
hundred shrubs -were planted, a number' of them being purchased by the Society. 
17th August 1900 WANTED, a Custodian for the Kilbirnie School ; schedule of duties at A. 
Perrin and Co.'s store, Kilbirnie. Tenders to be lodged before 8 p.m. on Friday, 24th 
19th November 190 SCHOLARSHIP Class C Schools for schools with average attendance 
between 100 and 200 Annie Keasberry was  one of two children awarded a scholarship. The 
winner was from Greytown. 
3rd October 1900 Kilbirnie is to-day holding its , first floral show, which has been organised 
in a very successful manner by Mr. . J. H. Worboys, headmaster of the local school, and his 
staff. In addition to cut blooms, pot plants, and bouquets., there are exhibits of cookery, 
sewing, and , penmanship, the total number of entries being 493. The show, which is a most 
creditable one, was opened in the schoolhouse at 3 o'clock by Mr. T. M. Wilford, M.H.R. The 
school boys then gave an exhibition of rifle and bayonet drill, after which a number of vocal 
items were contributed by the children. This evening the Newtown Brass Band will plaly 
outside the schoolhouse. In one of the large rooms the items given this afternoon by the 
children will be repeated and in addition there will be some selections by Mr. Proctor's 
orchestra, and Mr. F. Hiscocks will give some lightning sketches. The school children are to 
be entertained at a "social" on Friday night, and the prizes awarded this afternoon wilt be 
presented at that gathering. The prize list will appear in our issue of tomorrow. 
4th October 1900  THE PRIZE LIST. In opening the first flower show 'organised by the 
management of the Kilbirnie State School, Mr. T. M. Wilford, President of the Committee 
and M.H.R. for the Suburbs, paid a high compliment to the Head Master (Mr. J. 
H.  Worboys)Kilbirnie  School, Mr. T. M. Wilford, President of the Committee and M.H.R. 



for the Suburbs, paid a high compliment to the Head Master (Mr. J. H. Worboys) and the 
teaching staff for the great success that had been attained. Mr. Wilford thought the people of 
Kilbirnie would like to visit one of the finest gardens in the colony — that of Mr. Mason, at 
the Hutt — and said that Mr. Mason had requested him to «extend an invitation to Kilbirnie 
residents to inspect the gardens whenever they visited the Hutt. Mr.. Mason had also offered 
to assist the children of the school in replenishing' their flower beds. (Applause.) During the 
afternoon Mr. Wilford sang an amusing song for the special edification of the children, who 
responded with some excellently-sung choruses. The senior scholar’s gave some drill 
exercises under the direction of Misses Boulcott and Tasker.  
The exhibition of flowers and articles manufactured by the scholars was one which 'reflected 
great credit upon the children. The judges were:— Pot plants, Messrs. H. J. Baillie and Alpe; 
cut flowers, Miss Cooper; garden plot, Messrs. Maxwell and Marlow ; drawing, Mr. A. D. 
Riley} penmanship, Mr. T. H. Bakewell; sewing, fancy work, and cookery, Mesdames 
Hutcheson, Fleming, and Mrs. (Dr.) Alexander. In the cookery section of the competitions, 
surprise was caused by the principal prizes being won by boys. A nice collection of flowers 
was shown by Mr. Cooper, the tulips being especially fine. A feature of the exhibition was a 
number of articles made by scholars in the kindergarten class, which hwr made* great 
progress under Miss Boulcott’s direction. Bulbs, best [T The next section too difficult to 
transcribe]    
collection of cut blooms : Gladys Worboys. Bulbs, best single bloom : Gladys Worboys 1, 
H. Worboys 2. Bulbs, narcissi, best single bloom: Harold Worboys 1, Gladys Worboys 2. 
Best three callas : Lillie Taylor. Class D. Sprays, Bouquets, Button-holes, and Floral Designs. 
— Bridal bouquet: Gladys Worboys 1, Evelyn Beaumont 2. Hand bouquet : Jessie Taylor 1, 
Lena Rowell 2. Lady’s spray : B. Vallance. Gentleman's button-hole : Lily Skill 1, 
Gladys Worboys und Lena. Perrin (equal) 2. Best floral design : Gladys Worboys 1, Mina 
Brandon 2. Best dressed pot : Nell Pettit 1, C. Jorgenson 2. Special interest was taken in Class 
E, which had to do with a garden plot, laid out and cultivated solely by scholars. Entries for 
this class closed on 1st -May last, and ten children took up work under its conditions. Their 
plots were inspected on three separate occasions by the  judges, who awarded the prizes to the 
following: — Lena Rowell If Claude Fear 2, Alice and' Maude Doggett (equal) 3. Class F. 
Sewing, Fancy Work, and Cookery (open to all children attending the Kilbirnie School).— 
Child's pinafore, not washed or ironed (open to girls under 11) : Frances Coley 1, Lily Taylor 
2. Prettiest child's frock : Winnie Compton 1, Maude Doggett 2. Handkerchief hemstitched 
and initialled: Winnie Compton. Child’s flannel petticoat herringboned and feather-stitched : 
Winnie Hanson 1, Olive Coley 2. Darning, & plain woollen sock: A. Moller and Jessie Taylor 
.(equal) 1, Winnie Compton 2. Prettiest' 'pin-cushion : Lizzie Marley 1. Best dressed doll for 
girls under 11) : Edna Fear 1, Maggie Aiken 2. Best dressed doll (for girls over 11) : Evelyn 
Beaumont 1, Lena Rowell 2. Scones : Maud Doggett 1, Walter Beaumont 2. Pastry, tarts : 
Nell Pettit. Sponge, roll: Maggie Aiken 1, Evelyn Beaumont 2. Currant cake: Bert Fear 1, 
Olive Coley 2. Fruit cake: Annie Keasberry 1, Cecil Keasberry 2. Shortbread': K. Melvin 1, 
M. Brandon 2. Gingernuts: Lena Rowell 1, Alice Doggett 2. Toffee .- Val Hansen 1, A. 
Foothead 2. Class G. ' ' Penmanship.— Plain : Winnie Compton 1, Cecile Keasberry 2 ; Fred. 
Pratt 1, Harry Drummond 2. Ornamental: Evelyn Beaumont 1, Ivan Rice 2. Map of New 
Zealand: Annie Keasberry 1, Winnie Compton 2. Painting on paper (the Union Jack) : Walter 



Beaumont 1, George Foothead' 2. Class H. Pot Plants (open to all residents in the district).— 
Specimen window plant in flower: Mrs. Stevens 1, Mr. Stevens 2. Specimen foliage plant: 
Nellie , Pettit 1, Mrs. Sterns 2, Group pot plants: F. J. W. Fear 1, A. W. Stevens 2. Class I. 
Cut Blooms (open to all residents in the district).— Bulbs, best collection of cut blooms : 
Miss Drummond 1. Best vase or arrangement of flowers suitable for table . decoration : 'Mrs. 
Fairbairn 1, Miss Drummond 2. Class J. Fancy Work (open to all residents in the district). — 
Best piece of fancy work in the show: Mrs. Worboys 1, Mrs. Johnson 2. Best specimen 
drawn-thread work: Mrs. Worboys. Best specimen point lace work: Miss V. Alexander. Best 
specimen Mountmellick work : Mrs Pattie 
In the evening the rooms in the school buildings were packed to suffocation with an audience 
Which was delighted with all that it saw and heard. In the school grounds, prior to the 
opening of the concert, the Newtown Brass Band played selection?. Proctor's orchestra- 
contributed several enjoyable items during the evening, the scholars of the school sang 
several glees excellently, and a squad of boys went through the  sword bayonet drill in fine 
style. Songs were given by Miss Hutchings and Messrs. C. J. Walker and Wm, Russell, 
encores resulting in each instance. Some lightning sketches of familiar faces were drawn by 
Mr. Hoskins, and Mr. Crewes played a euphonium solo. Altogether, the flower show and its 
accessories provided one of the most successful entertainments known in the history of the 
little suburb in the hills. ' 
12th December 1900 Wellington Education Board: The Kilbirnie Committee waited upon the 
Board with regard to the condition of the playground, which was described as being a bog. 
The committees undertook to find. £12 if the Board would vote a similar .sum. The £24 
would cover the cost of doing the work urgently required. The sum asked for was voted. 
 

1901	
1901 138 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £235.00   House  
1901 138 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Assistant Female   £90.00   
1901 138 Kilbirnie Tasker Alice  Female Pupil Teacher  £50.00   
1901 138 Kilbirnie Proctor Francis  Male Pupil teacher  £40.00   
1901 138 Kilbirnie Haggett Gladys  Female Pupil Teacher  £20.00   

House means that Wellington Education Board now provided the Headmaster with a house rather 
than paying a wage supplement. 

Gladys Haggett had a long career with the Wellington Education Board. As a pupil teacher 
1901 to 1904 at Kilbirnie. 1905 Sole teacher at Mangaone [North of Upper Hutt] then at 
Marina south west of Pahiatua until 1909. Then from 1910 to at least 1921 at Lansdowne 
school where she was Infant Mistress in 1921. In 1923 she was appointed Infant Mistress at 
the Palmerston North Central School And retired from there in 1927 
1927/1382 Gladys Emma Elizabeth Haggett George Thomas Brown 
25th February 1901 Miss A. H. Tasker, a student of Victoria University College, who is a 
teacher at Kilbirnie School, has received notice that she passed the second section of LL.B. 
degree.  



7th March 1901 A concert and dance of a very enjoyable nature was held in 
the Kilbirnie State School last evening. The programme was provided entirely by members of 
Mr. J. G. Turner's Estudiantina Band 
25th April 1901: The meeting called for the. election of a school committee 
at Kilbirnie lapsed through paucity of attendance.  
4th June 1901  A meeting of the householders of Kilbirnie was held last night to elect a 
School committee, the meeting called for that purpose in; April having lapsed. The election 
resulted in the return of Messrs. A.. G. Jorgensen, A. Perrin, W. Brannigan, H. Lamberg, J. B. 
Topp, and G. Dome. Mr. Jorgensen is to be Chairman, Mr. Perrin secretary, and Mr. 
Brannigan treasurer. The school is overcrowded, and the Board of Education is to be asked to 
increase the accommodation.  
18th July 1901  At a large gathering of residents of Kilbirnie, held in the school grounds 
yesterday, when the New Zealand Ensign was hoisted by Mrs. A. O. Jorgenson, wife of the 
Chairman of the School Committee, speeches were delivered by Messrs. Perrin 
and Worboys (Headmaster). The school cadets fired a feu-de-joie, the National Anthem was 
sung, and cheers were given for those who had contributed to the cost of erecting the 
flagpole. The school grounds were afterwards planted with a variety of native shrubs.  
25th July 1901 Wellington Education Board: A deputation from the Kilbirnie Committee 
attended and pointed out the congested condition, of that school, It was already more, than 
full, and no more pupils could be admitted. The district, too, was growing rapidly. It was 
suggested that a new school should be built for the accommodation of the lower standards, 
and the present school should Ibe used for the higher classes. The Chairman (Mr. Hogg) 
expressed pleasure at the growth of the district and assured the deputation that if their wants 
were not attended to it would be through no fault of the Board. The matter was then held over 
until the next meeting 
30th October 1901 Two classrooms are to be added to the Kilbirnie School. The Education, 
Board decided this afternoon to invite tenders for the work. 
16th November 1901 TENDERS are invited until 4 p.m. of  Monday, the 25th instant, for 
making Alterations and Erecting Additions to the Kilbirnie School. Plans and specifications at 
my office. WILLIAM TURNBULL, Architect.  
12th December 1901 ADDITIONS TO KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. FRESH Tenders for the 
above work will be received at the Education Board Office up to 12 o'clock noon of 
Wednesday, the 13th inst, Plans and specifications at my office. WILLIAM. TURNBULL, 
Architect to the Board 
18th December 191 Wellington Education Board: The Director of Technical Instruction for 
the Wellington Education Board (Mr A. D. Riley) has just completed the lists of results of the 
annual examinations held upon the year’s work at the school. Winner of 50 Primary 
Scholarships included Winifred Compton Kilbirnie 1st Equal with 155 marks and Arthur 
Alexander with 140 
19th December 1901 Wellington Education Board : John Moffat awarded tender to build two 
classrooms at Kilbirnie 

1902	
1902 156 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £235.00   House  



1902 156 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Assistant Female   £105.00   
1902 156 Kilbirnie Fanning James F Lic Assistant Master  £80.00   
1902 156 Kilbirnie Haggett Gladys E E D5 Female Pupil Teacher £50.00  
1902 156 Kilbirnie Proctor Francis  Male Pupil teacher  £50.00   

James F Fanning From 1899 to 1901 James Fanning was sole charge teacher at Ihuarau 
School near Eketahuna  1902 and 193 he was at Kilbirnie. Followed by being at Clyde Quay 
1904-1909, From 1910 to 1915 he was an assistant at South Wellington. In 1917 he was a 
corporal in the army, In 1919 and 1921 he was sole charge teaching at Korokoro and in 1923 
he was Head teacher at Ocean Bay School in Port Underwood still working for the 
Wellington Education Board  
30th January 1902 Wellington Education Board: New salaries: . Kilbirnie, Henrietta Boulcott, 
present salary £80, colonial salary £105.  
24th February 1902 The s.s. Loyalty will leave for Karaka, Bay and Seatoun to-morrow 
morning at 9.30 instead of 10 o'clock, in order to pick up the children of the Kilbirnie State" 
School at the Patent Slip, who will be holding their annual picnic at Karaka Bay, 
26th February 1902 The annual picnic of the Kilbirnie School was held at Scorching Bay 
yesterday. By the courtesy of the Patent Slip Company the party, numbering upwards of 120 
adults and over 200 children, embarked at the company's wharf in the s.s. Loyalty, and a very 
pleasant time was spent at the bay 
3rd March 1902 Wellington Education Board: Changes of pupil teachers because of new 
salary schedule moved A Tasker to Newtown School 
27th March 1902 Wellington Education Board: had a large overdraft mainly caused by: The 
Newtown, Kilbirnie, and Karori Schools had absorbed a sum -of, £3944 in new buildings, and 
now the Board was» being pressed by other schools. If things went on like this, how was the 
Board going to liquidate its already big overdraft?  
22nd April 1902 A great improvement has just been made in the appearance and the 
.convenience of the Kilbirnie Public School buildings. Two class rooms have been added to 
the original building, as the growth of the district had resulted in an overcrowded attendance 
of scholars. There are now nearly 200 children attending the school, and the roll is being 
augmented every week. The new buildings will give accommodation to over 200. 
29th April 1902 Mr. A. Perrin presided over the meeting of householders held 
at Kilbirnie. The balance-sheet showed a debit of £6 13s lOd, the expenses for the year being 
£63, and the capitation only £26. The estimate for the expenditure of the coming year was 
£50, and the most that could be expected from capitation was £28. It was decided not to 
appoint a committee until a deputation consisting of Messrs A. Perrin, W. Branigan, and 
Thornton, had interviewed the Minister for Education on the position of the Kilbirnie School 
District 
30th April 1902 Of the fifteen householders who themselves interested in the affairs of 
the Kilbirnie School none was anxious to become a joint guardian the finances of the  
institution. These showed a balance on the wrong side for last year’s operations of £6 13s 10d 
The expenses for the year were £63 and the capitation amounted to only £26. By means of 
entertainments the committee manged to reduce the deficiency  but in most cases the concerts 
realised only a few pounds and the sustained effort necessary to Produce even such a result as 



was disclosed in the balance- sheet was not very encouraging to the old or prospective 
committee. …… 
11th June 1902 Melrose Borough Council: The Council also received a letter from Mr. J. 
H. Worboys, headmaster of Kilbirnie School, suggesting that it should establish school 
libraries to commemorate the Coronation. The suggestion was referred to the Council's 
Coronation Committee, with instructions to confer on the subject with the head teachers of 
the borough schools 
23rd June 1902 Meetings of householders for the annual election of school committees will 
be hold to-night at Kilbirnie, Kaiwarra and Worser Bay.  
24th June 1902 Tomorrow the members of the Kilbirnie School Committee are to plant 
twelve oak trees in the Kilbirnie schoolground. Mr A. Perrin, the retiring secretary of the 
committee, started a penny subscription amongst the scholars for the purpose of procuring the 
plants. 
24th June 1902 The following were elected a school committee at a sparsely attended meeting 
of householders hold at the Kilbirnie schoolroom last evening:—.Messrs A. G Jorgensen, W. 
Halley, F. J. W. Fear, W  Hutchings. Bennett, R. Howe, C. J. Sargent. The committee will 
meet next Tuesday evening for the purpose of electing a. chairman and secretary 
12th August 1902 At a conference between Major Loveday and headmasters of the city 
schools in reference to the new regulations regarding school cadets, the opinion was strongly 
expressed that the movement would have little chance of success unless competent military 
instructors were appointed. A number of applications are coming in from schools in all parts 
of the district for recognition. In the city, the Mount Cook Boys’ School has applied for two 
companies, and To Are, Terrace, Clyde quay and Thorndon for one each. From the suburbs 
and country districts applications have been received from Carterton, Fernridge, Johnsonville, 
Featherston, Brooklyn, Greytown, Mitchelltown, Kilbirnie and. Petone, and applications to 
establish corps at Mangatainoka and Eketahuna………… 
28th August 1902 Kilbirnie School had 40 Boys in their cadet corps. 
13th October 1902  A concert and dance in aid of the State school funds will be held at 
Heginbotham's Hall,  Kilbirnie, on Wednesday evening. 
16th October 1902  A successful concert was held in Heginbotham's Hall, Kilbirnie, last 
night, in aid of the public school funds. The concert, which was organised by the headmaster 
(Mr. Worboys), was contributed to by Mrs. Perrin, Misses Falconer, ' Chegwidden, Crawford, 
Morrish, Messrs. Proctor, Harris, Howell. Bird, and Kinniburg. The accompaniments were 
played by Misses Jeffery and Bell, and Mr. Proctor. After the concert a dance was held. 
30th October 1902 Wellington Education Board:  In answer to Mr Jorgensen, who 
interviewed the Board with the request that the school committee should be relieved of the 
cost of sanitary work at Kilbirnie, the Board disclaimed any liability, which should, it 
considered, be borne by the local authority of the district. Mr Jorgensen said that the local 
authority would be appealed to.[In regard to Nightsoil  i.e. Toilet Pans being emptied] 
4th December 1902 Winners of Wellington Education Board scholarships for secondary 
schools. Class C for children attending a school with average attendance Irene Marley 
finished 2nd: Winifred Compton finished 3rd. Also qualified Cecil Keasberry and Esther 
Scott. [The winner was from Mangatainoka] 



1903	
1903 167 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £255.00  House  
1903 167 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Mistress  £110.00   
1903 167 Kilbirnie Fanning James F Lic Assistant Master  £80.00   
1903 167 Kilbirnie Proctor Francis J  MP4  £50.00   
1903 167 Kilbirnie Haggett Gladys E E D5 FP4  £50.00   

4th February 1903 F Proctor passed 4th Year Pupil Teacher examination. Gladys Haggett 
passed her second year examination.  
3rd March 1903 Cecile Keasberry of Kilbirnie School has been awarded an extra scholarship 
by the Education Board. This is owing to the forfeiture of the scholarship won by Lilian 
Ashby, of Mangatainoka, Cecile Keasberry being next on the list. Out of four scholarships 
awarded last year to schools in Class C, Kilbirnie has taken three, the winners being Irene 
Marley, Winnie Compton, and Cecile Keasberry. 
28th April 1903 Mr A. G. Jorgensen presided at the meeting at Kilbirnie, and there were 
about fifteen persons present. The balance-sheet showed a credit balance of 18s 7d. The 
following were appointed a new committee: —Messrs F. W. Croucher, A. G. Jorgensen, F. 
Beetham, R. Howe, W. J. Durrant, junr., A. Perrin and F. J. Fear. Mr A, G. Jorgensen was 
appointed chairman, Mr R. Howe secretary and Mr A. Perrin treasurer 
 

1904	
1904 193 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £238.20  House  
1904 193 Kilbirnie Boulcott Henrietta E2 Mistress  £110.00   
1904 193 Kilbirnie Proctor Francis J E4 Assistant Master  £80.00   
1904 193 Kilbirnie Haggett Gladys E E D4 FP4  £50.00   
1904 193 Kilbirnie Mallabar Sophia  FP1  £30.00   

Sophia Mallabar spent 1904 to 1908 at Kilbirnie as a Pupil Teacher. In 1909 she was an 
assistant at Makuri East of Pahiatua in 1909. 1910 to 1912 she was at Kaitawa   Closer to 
Pahiatua. 1913 to 1914 she was at South Wellington and finished her career with the 
Wellington Wellington Education Board  in about 1919 at Island Bay School, [I could find no 
further mention of her in Papers Past, or on the electoral rolls] 
6th February 1904 For some years past Day's Bay has been one of the most popular picnic 
resorts about Wellington, and this summer it looks as though something like a record is to be 
established ' in connection with it. Numerous picnics have been held there during the past 
month, and the Wellington Steam Ferry Company has received the following applications for 
conveyance to the Bay during the present month:  including Kilbirnie’s 23rd February  
26th April 1904 Mr. Albert Jorgensen presided over the Kilbirnie meeting. The financial 
report showed a slight credit .balance. The following were elected the committee for the 
ensuing term, viz. : — Messrs. Albert Jorgensen, Cauty, Croucher, Durrant, Fear,' Fisher, 
Branigan. Mr. Albert Jorgensen was re-elected Chairman, and Mr. E. H. Fisher Secretary and 
Treasurer. 
30th September 1904 Wellington Education Board: Bequests for painting the school 
residence at Kilbirnie and for an allowance for rent at Mangaoronga wero declined  



28th October 1904 At a meeting of the Kilbirnie State School Committee held on Wednesday, 
it was resolved, in view of the rapid development of the district and overcrowding of the 
school, to point out to the Education Board the urgent necessity of enlarging the school. It 
was also decided to forward to Mr. Fanning, late assistant master, a letter expressing the 
appreciation of his past services. The number of scholars on the roll is 360, and the average 
attendance for September was 203. The examination report was highly satisfactory.  
28th October 1904 It was stated at the Education Board yesterday that while there were 250 
children at the Kilbirnie school, the school is staffed for only 150. The reason is that the 
increased attendance has not existed long enough to establish the claim for additional 
teachers. The. Hutt school is in the same condition 
29th October 1904 The Board has appointed Mr. F. Proctor, now at the Kaitoke School, to be 
assistant at the Kilbirnie School. 
25th November 1904 Wellington Education Board: and reports are to be obtained upon 
fencing and-, drainage at Korokoro and fencing at Kilbirnie. 
17th December 1904 The annual breaking-up concert of the Kilbirnie State School was held 
on Thursday and last evening. The object was to raise funds in order that the scholars might 
enjoy an annual picnic. There was a large attendance on each occasion. Great credit is due to 
Mr. J. C. Worboys, who, with the -assistance of teachers, friends, and pupils, was 
instrumental in making the concert such a success. Just before the close, Mr. Worboys 
thanked all present for their attendance and the assistance given. 

1905	
1905 215 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £245.18  House  
1905 215 Kilbirnie Bee John G C1 Assistant Master  £ 155.00   
1905 215 Kilbirnie Howden Jessie E D3 Mistress  £ 110.00   
1905 215 Kilbirnie Gibbs H O E3 Assistant Female  £ 80.00   
1905 215 Kilbirnie Greenwood Ethel  FP4  £50.00   
1905 215 Kilbirnie Mallabar Sophia  FP2  £ 40.00   

John G Bee started teaching for the Wellington Education Board in 1894 at Te Whiti [Just 
East of Masterton] Then he was in 1895 at another sole charge Mangamahoe.  Then from 
1896 to 1901 he was an assistant at Greytown School. 1902 to 1905 he was head teacher at 
Makara and from 1905 to 1906 was at Kilbirnie. During which time he got an MA. Then from 
1907 to at least 1921 he was in the secondary department of the Masterton DHS 
Jessie E Howden also had a long service for the Wellington Education Board . Starting in 
1896 and 1897 Mt Cook Infants, followed 1898 at Vogeltown and 1899 to 1901 at Brooklyn 
all as a pupil teacher. Then in 1902 at Te Aro 1903 to 1904 Terrace and 1905 at Kilbirnie. In 
1906 she was at Ohau school and then came a long period 1907 to at least 1923 at Mt Cook 
Infants’ She retired from teaching in December 1931 
1952/27960 Howden Jessie Edith 76Y 
H O Gibbs only taught for the Wellington Education Board for two years at Kilbirnie 
Ethel Greenwood taught at Wadestown in 1904, Kilbirnie in 1905 and 1906 as a pupil 
teacher. In 1907 she was assistant at Keruru School. And at the  renamed Koputaroa School 
North East of Masterton in 1907 and 1908 



1909/969 Ethel Greenwood Cecil Aaron Webb 
Sophia Mallabar was a pupil teacher at  Kilbirnie 1904 to 1908. Then was assistant at 
Makuri, East of Pahiatua on the Pongaroa Road, in 1909 and at Kaitawa closer to Pahiatua 
191 to 1912. From 1913 to 1915 she was at South Wellington and in 1917 and 1919 was at 
Island Bay 
25th January 1905 WANTED, Schooling for two little, girls, privately, in Kilbirnie. Address 
at Perrin's Store, Kilbirnie. 
12th April 1905 Changes in the teaching staffs of the Wellington Education Board has 
announced as follows — Mr. John Bee, of the Makara School, has been appointed first 
assistant teacher at Kilbirnie; and as Kilbirnie has, by the increase in the attendance, become 
entitled to an additional assistant, Miss  Hine Osborne Gibbes has been transferred from the 
Thorndon School.  
31st May 1905 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie, subsidy of 10s [10 Shillings = half a 
pound there being 20 shillings in a pound] on every £1 Locally contributed up to £50—for 
asphalting £55 has been raised.  
29th September 1905 Wellington Education Board: leave of absence was granted to the 
following teachers : — Miss Boulcott, Kilbirnie (to the end of the year) ;Mr. J. G. 
Bee, Kilbirnie (for examinations in October and November) ; 
18th October 1905 . The first sod of the Kilbirnie tunnel will be turned at 3 o’clock this 
afternoon. Invitations have been sent to the City Councillors and chief officers and the ex-
Councillors of the late Council, and Parliamentary representatives. The general public are 
also invited. The Kilbirnie school children/will take part in the proceedings. 
25th October 1905 Parliament Report included: Speaking at midnight in the presence of a 
very few members, Mr, 'Duthie castigated the present ', system under which members are 
converted into being beggars for public works — a deplorable condition — besides which 
local bodies were reduced to the same condition of subserviency on the Government. Even 
Education Boards were in the same position, and he instanced a recent case in which the 
Premier, when at Kilbirnie, told the local School Committee they had only to ask. for a larger 
schoolroom and they would get it. .Everyone knew why the offer was ma.de. It was part of 
the degradation to which the colony had been reduced.  
24th November 1905 Wellington Education Board: The inspector reported in favour of 
the Kilbirnie Committee’s application for two rooms. The department is to be asked for the 
necessary funds 
2nd December 1905 Sir, — May I be permitted to draw your and the public's attention to a 
great hardship which the Kilbirnie  school children are obliged to endure? Although the 
greater number of these little ones live far away at South Kilbirnie and on towards Maranui, 
they are only allowed one hour to race home, bolt a midday meal, and return to school. Such 
a, ridiculously short time as this is detrimental to their health and development. The time 
given for the dinner recess at other schools is generally an hour and a half. Why not 
at Kilbirnie, where the population is so scattered ? It is high time that another school wero 
built at South Kilbirnie, for It is in that district, that new dwellings are being erected so fast. 
Surely the teachers and the committee must be aware of the difficulty and distress felt by their 
little scholars in consequence of the one-hour rule. To my knowledge the health of several 



children has been impaired by this arrangement. — I am, etc., M.D. Kilbirnie, 23rd 
Novembers 

1906	
1906 227 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £265.00  
1906 227 Kilbirnie Bee MA Bsc John G A1 Assistant Master  £160.00  
1906 227 Kilbirnie Gibbs H O E3 Assistant Female  £120.00  
1906 227 Kilbirnie Stuckey Dorothy E  Assistant Female  £94.10  
1906 227 Kilbirnie Greenwood Ethel  FP5  £55.00  
1906 227 Kilbirnie Mallabar Sophia  FP3  £55.00  

Dorothy Gibbs I think H O Gibbs  changed her listing to Hinemarama Gibbes and served 4 
years at Kilbirnie School. 1905 and 1906 as H O  Gibbs and 1907 and 1908 as Hinemarama 
Gibbes.  
28th February 1906 The Wellington Education Board yesterday granted leave of absence to 
the following teachers: —Henrietta Boulcott. Kilbirnie, six months;  
24th April 1906  School Committee Kilbirnie.— Messrs. H. A. Huggins (chairman), J. Hulse 
(secretary), H. S. Lamberg, S. W. Burnett, H. A. Shepherd, R. Kells, S. Lamberg, Matthews, 
and J, Ridge.  
5th May 1906 Kilbirnie State School: To THE EDITOR. Sir — It is common talk in this 
community that the new school committee intend to take it upon themselves to change the 
children's dinner recess from an hour to an hour and a-half. Perhaps they are not aware that 
neither the headmaster nor they have the power in their hands to make such a change unless 
they can claim to represent a majority of the parents. Now, I believe that the committee does 
not possess this qualification I, as one parent, distinctly object to my children having an hour 
and a-half at midday, preferring them to be home by three. If South Kilbirnie parents want the 
longer recess, let them agitate for a school in their midst. But for North Kilbirnie an hour — 
or at most an hour and a-quarter — ought to be long enough. However, if the majority want it 
I suppose one must submit. But let us be sure it is a majority. There is only one way to settle 
the matter. First, insist throughout the school that there be absolutely no "keeping in" between 
twelve and one, and secondly, issue a voting paper to parents asking whether they prefer the 
hour intact as above or an hour and a-half. If such a. course is not followed then next year 
another "ticket" might be elected pledged to take steps to revert to the hour — I am, etc., 
FAIR DINKUM. 3rd April, 1906; 
12th May 1906 Sir, — In your issue of the 5th inst. , "Fair Dinkum" writes saying that the 
new school committee at, Kilbirnie intends to alter the dinner-hour at the school from one 
hour to an hour and a half. Such is the intention of the committee ; we are only bringing the 
school in line with other schools. We recognise the fact that the majority of the children have 
a long way to go to dinner, and one hour is not enough for them to go home and have a warm 
dinner in« stead of a cold lunch. Now, sir, "Fair Dinkum" asserts that we do not represent a 
majority. Does he forget that wo were elected out of eighteen candidates? Consequently we 
must represent this majority, or we would not hold the position. He further says we have not 
the power to alter the time. If he will turn to the Act he will find that we have the power, and 
we intend to exercise it. As to "keeping in," one of  the first acts of the new school committee 
was to try and do away with keeping children in during the dinner hour, preferring if they 



were kept in at all, that it should be in the afternoon. The committee also resolved that the 
Education Board be informed that a school was urgently required at South Kilbirnie. In 
conclusion, I wish to say that if your correspondent or any other parent has a grievance and 
will send it to the committee and sign his name, it will receive proper consideration, but he 
cannot expect much notice to be taken of anonymous communications. — > I am, etc., R. J. 
KELLS. Kilbirnie. 7th May. 
1st June 1905 Wellington Education Board: Correspondence was received urging that a 
school should be established in South Kilbirnie. The inspector stated that the proper site for* 
a school in that district was half-way between Kilbirnie and Maranui.  [Maranui name 
changed to Lyall By later]. Final consideration of the matter was deferred  
1st June 1906 Wellington Education Board:  A request for the establishment of a school 
at Kilbirnie South was received. — The Chief Inspector said that it was agreed that Mr H.’ D. 
Crawford was to give a site for a school between Maranui and South Kilbirnie. so that it 
would be within the reach of children from both places and be had reported some time ago to 
that effect. The difficulty apparently was to get a definite agreement with Mr Crawford. The 
school would not affect Kilbirnie much—indeed, it was his opinion the Kilbirnie school 
would have to be given increased accommodation shortly. ,  
26th July 1906 Wellington Education Board: The board had under consideration the question 
of acquiring land at Maranui (Kilbirnie), 
28th September Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence was granted to Miss Boulcott 
Kilbirnie 
9th October 1906 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie Female assistant £105 
6th November 1906. In a list showing the average attendances for the September quarter 
Kilbirnie had 231 Between Hutt 376 and Greytown 215 
15th December 1906 The committee of the Kilbirnie .State school have organised an 
exhibition of scholars' work, which include not only school subjects, but many other things 
which children take interest in. There are some 300 entries, and about 100 prizes. The 
exhibition will take place in the school on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings of next week 
and be followed by a concert in O'Donnell's Hall on Thursday. 
19th December 1906 An interesting exhibition of work by the scholars of the Kilbirnie State 
School was opened in the schoolroom by Mr. W. H. P. Barber, M.H.R., last night. There was 
a crowded attendance of children and parents. The exhibition was promoted by the School 
Committee, of which Mr. H. A. Huggins is the chairman, and Mr. F. Hulse secretary. All the 
members of the committee worked hard and enthusiastically and deserved the success that has 
resulted. The various sections of the exhibition were judged by the following ladies and 
gentlemen:—Misses Alexander and Cooper, Mrs. Hulme Messrs. W. H P. Barter, G. Flux, C. 
Barv, C. Starr, W. F. Chambers, and A. J. Wicks. All the judges had complimentary remarks 
to make concerning the entries in the competitions. The .prizes over 100 in number, are to be 
presented' to-night, and tomorrow night the exhibition season is to finish up with a concert in 
O'Donnell's Hall. The exhibition was promoted in aid of the school funds. A concert was 
given last night, the contributors being prize-winners in the musical contests, together with ' 
Misses. Easson and Fogelberg and Mr. Robertson. Petite Elsie Corrick gave a song in 
character which won the little one great praise.  
The following is the prize-list: —  



Button-holing Gladys Worboys 1, Mattie Gilpin 2. Darning socks, "Jessie Gadd 1, Mattie 
Gilpin 2. Plasticine modelling, infant's, Alex. Pope 1, Nita Beyer 2; standards 1 and 2, Alice 
Drawbridge 1, Islay Littlejohn 2; above standard 3, Ivy Elm-1, Marjorie Skill and Mona 
Chappell (equal) 2. Plasticine map New Zealand, Cyril Martin 1, Avon McAlly 2. 
Brushwork, standards 1 and 2, Daisy Matthews 1, Lawrence Perrin 2; standards 3 and 4, 
Sydney Hammond 1, Lily Stewart 2; standards 5 and 6, Constance Isherwood 1, Mattie 
Gilpin 2. Drawing, freehand, Cyril Martin If Ernest Lane 2. Drawing, model, Avon McAlly 1, 
Percy Ridge 2. Map of Europe, Cyril Martin 1, Bert Hanson 2. Map from memory, Cyril 
Martin 1, Ken McLennan 2. Writing, standard 1, Henry Chappell 1, John Stewart 2; standard 
2 Percy Healy 1, Irene Anstey 2; standard 3, Melva Sowry l, Wainoni Rayward 2| standard 4, 
Winnie Fenton 1, Ralph Fisher 2; standard 5, Gladys Gray 1, Ada Moller 2; standard 6, boys, 
Walter Scambary 1, Ernest Lane 2, Harry Rogers special; standard 6, girls, May Durrant 1, 
Doris Hurrell and Mabel Stewart (equal) 2. Bouquet, Doris Hurrell. " Spray for buttonhole, 
Doris Barnett 1, Doris Hurrell 2. Basket' "of flowers, Doris Hurrell 1, Elsie Ridge 2. Essay, 
Gladys Worboys 1, Avon McAlly 2. Sewing (plain garment), Jessie Gadd J, Winnie Fenton 2. 
Fancywork, Constance Isherwood 1, Gladys Worboys 2. Pincushion, Gladys Worboys 1, 
Doris Hurrell 2. Doll dressing (junior), Gladys Hedges; (senior), Dorothy Ellis 1, Dorothy 
Isherwood 2. Cooking scones, Annie Alexander 1, Leslie Brooker and Vincent Canty (equal), 
2. Pastry, Annie Alexander 1, Enid Cauty 2. Cakes, Constance Isherwood 1, Annie Alexander 
2. Toffee, Cyril Headland 1, Constance Isherwood and Doris Barnett (equal), 2. Collection of 
postcards, Dorothy Ellis 1, Ronald Fenton 2, Irene Tanner 3. Mechanical work, Percy Durrant 
1, Laurence Weine 2. Article from waste material, —. Durrant 1, Doris Barnett 2. Collection 
of birds' eggs, Victor Christopherson. Collection of leaves, Len Stevens, Enid Cauty, Sydney 
Hammond, Leslie Brooker. Collection of sweet peas, Doris Hurrell 1, Harold  Worboys 2. 
Collection of roses, Doris Hurrell. Collection of pansies, Doris Hurrell 1, William Edwards 2. 
Collection of carnations, Ronald Fenton 1, Winnie Fenton 2. Foliage plant, Winnie Fenton 1, 
Freda Fear 2. Flowering plant, Freda Fear 1, Hettie Lamberg vi;. Singing, boys, junior. Percy 
Heaby; girls, junior, Harriet Rashleigh 1, Doris Neilson and Violet de Grandi (equal), 2; girls, 
senior, Elsie Corrick. Recitation, Standard 1 and 2, Harriet Rashleigh M, Hettie Lamberg 2; 
Standards 5 and 4, Dorothy Ellis 1, Eric Sowry 2; Standards 5 and 6, Florence Palmer 1, 
Doris Gray 2. Humorous recitation, Doris Hurrell. Reading, Standards 1 d 2 Jack Phillips 1, 
Maggie Fisher Standards 3 and 4, Marjorie Skill 1 Albert Ellis 2; Standards 5 and 6 Roger 
Harris 1, Mattie Gilpin 2. Dialogue  C. Lane, E. Lane, and B. Hanson' Piano solo junior, 
Doris Anslow; Senior, Gladys Worboys. Piccolo solo, Harry Rogers. ' 
20th December 1906 The children's exhibition at Kilbirnie was brought to a close last 
evening] when the attendance was beyond the capacity of the building. Prize-winners again 
entertained visitors, and Messrs. Proctor (2) and Robertson contributed songs and 
instrumental music. The prizes were distributed by Mr. Herbert Huggins (chairman of the 
committee), There were one hundred and fourteen prizes in all, distributed among sixty nine 
prize-winners. One scholar, Doris Hurrell, who entered for no less than seventeen 
competitions., was  successful in winning, nine prizes. The judges were all selected from 
outside the district. It was announced during the evening that the Kilbirnie team has won the 
Public Schools junior championship having won every match played md that Gladys 
Worboys had won the City Council's second prize for the essay on the Newtown Museum. 



The  school report for the year, also submitted, was found to be of a satisfactory nature. To-
night a concert, to be held in O’Donnell’s Hall, will close the exhibition proceedings.  
22nd December 1906 The final concert in connection with Kilbirnie School Exhibition held 
on Thurs« day night in O’Donnell’s Hall, proved a success. Songs were contributed by Miss 
Head, Elsie Corrick, and Easson,' and Messrs. G. Parsons, W. H P Barber, J. Robertson, and 
j;' l£ Speed, pianoforte solos by Mrs. J. Esson, and Misses Copeland, and V Fogelberg, 
recitations by . 'Miss ' May Tonks and Mr. Child,' sword drill and seven living statuary 
tableaux by the  Trinity Social Club, and dances by. Misses Viola and Kathleen Speed* 
Mesdames J. W. Easson and Corrick, and Mr. A. J. Wicks played the accompaniments. 
The Kilbirnie School Treat Fund should be materially' augmented as a result of the exhibition 
and concert. 
 

1907	
1907 253 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master  £265.00  House  
1907 253 Kilbirnie Robertson David C1 Assistant Master  £160.00   
1907 253 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female  £120.00   
1907 253 Kilbirnie Gibbes Hinemarama E3 Assistant Female $105.00  
1907 253 Kilbirnie Mallabar Sophia  FP4 $60.00  
1907 253 Kilbirnie Longhurst Gertrude E F A  FP2 $35.00  

David Robertson started teaching for the Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie in 1907 to 
1908. From 1909 to 1915 he taught at Petone West school. Died in the Flu epidemic in 1918 
Davina Veneables Marchbanks only taught for the Wellington Education Board  at 
Kilbirnie from 197 to 1915. Went to England in the 1930’s. Was a pupil teacher in Otago in 
1888 In 1895 was first assistant at Waikouaiti in Otago 
1955/34129 Marchbanks Davina Venables 85Y 
 
Gertrude E F A Longhurst only taught as  a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education 
Board at Kilbirnie 1907-1911 
1912/4850 Gertrude Ethel 

Florence 
Longhurst Alfred Doughty 

Rockcliffe Baker 
Amies 

13th February 1907 The scholars of the  Kilbirnie State School are picnicking to-day at the 
Upper Hutt. 
2nd April 1907 A meeting will be held in the Kilbirnie School on Thursday evening next with 
reference to the erection of a school for Maranui and South Kilbirnie. 
5th April 1907  Although the Board of Education recognises the necessity for the 
establishment of a school midway between Maranui and South Kilbirnie, it has so far not 
taken any steps to meet the want. The residents of the district feel that the board is not 
treating- them fairly, and they met at Kilbirnie last night to decide upon some way of bringing 
about the establishment of a School. Mr. H. Huggins, who presided, explained that Mr. H. D. 
Crawford had offered half an acre as a site for a schoolhouse, and that the Kilbirnie School 
Committee had been in communication with the board on the subject of establishing a school, 
but up to the present that body had not made any move in the matter. On the motion of Mr. 



W. H. Morrah, it was decided that a deputation should wait upon the Minister of Education in 
support of the agitation to have a school established.  The deputation is to consist I of -Mrs. 
Rabe, Messrs. W. H. P. Barber, M.H.R., W H. Morrah, H." Huggins, H Lamberg, Ibbotson, 
Eason, Matthews. I Williams, Dousing, Dillon, and G. E. Smith.  
5th April  1907 A meeting of residents of Maranui and South Kilbirnie was held last evening 
at the Kilbirnie Schoolroom for the purpose of deciding what steps should be taken with the 
object of securing the erection of a school suitably situated for the requirements of the 
children of these districts. There were present between 50 and 60 ladies and gentlemen. Mr 
Herbert Huggins, who was voted to the chair, explained what the School Committee had done 
in furtherance of the wish that a school should be established midway between Maranui and 
South Kilbirnie. Half an aero of land had been offered by Mr H. D. Crawford as a site for the 
school. The committee had written three times to the Board and had waited upon the secretary 
and chairman on two occasions as deputations, but so far there had been no material results, 
although the Board had recognised that the establishment of a school in that portion of the 
district was very necessary.  
Mr W. H, Morrah, who was one of the conveners of the meeting, outlined the wishes of the 
residents of South Kilbirnie and Maranui, and pointed out that at present most of the children 
were taken by 'bus to the Newtown schools; but those 'buses would, in all probability, cense 
running during the winter months, and if that were the case the children would bp deprived of 
the opportunity of attending school at all. Mr Morrah moved “that a deputation from the 
meeting should wait first upon the Education Board with reference to the urgent necessity for 
the erection of a school to serve the purposes of South Kilbirnie and Maranui and should 
subsequently wait upon the Minister for Education." This motion was agreed to practically 
unanimously.  
24th April 1907 School Committee Kilbirnie. —Messrs H. A. Huggins (chairman), James 
Billon (secretary), John Ridge, Harry Lamberg, F. W. Barnett, J. W. Easson, George Smith, 
James Capper, and A. G. Ibbotson  
26th April 1907 Wellington Education Board: the chairman reported that he and other 
members of the board had, on the previous day, visited Maranui at the invitation of 
the Kilbirnie School Committee, to inspect a proposed site for a school. It was found that 
population was growing on both the Island Bay and the Kilbirnie South side of Maranui. The 
site suggested was between Maranui and Evans Bay, and Mr. Crawford had offered the board 
the gift of two small sections as an .addition to the land suggested for purchase. Mr. Lee said 
the site was central and desirable. It was decided to ask, the Government to purchase the piece 
of land recommended by the Kilbirnie Committee.  
24th May 1907  Kilbirnie . School celebrated Empire Day yesterday afternoon by saluting the 
flag and the singing of patriotic choruses by the scholars. Mr. W. H. P. Barber, M.H.R., gave 
an address appropriate to the occasion. 
25th May 1907 Now that the plague is once more in evidence on our shores the Mayor and 
councillors should mako a strong effort to provide Greater Wellington with water and 
drainage as soon as possible. Kilbirnie, although ono of the oldest suburbs of Wellington 
(now part of Greater Wellington) seems to be almost left out in the cold as far as the present 
Mayor and councillors are concerned. The Mayor in the first instance was a very strong 
opponent of the tunnel. The water for Kilbirnie is taken through the tunnel and left there 



while, the other suburbs have had the mains laid for some time. The Kilbirnie trams run only 
a twenty-minute service, while every other portion of Greater Wellington io served by a ten-
minute service. Kilbirnie, although ono of the easiest suburbs to drain, the main sewer 
running through the heart of it, is, if present appearances count for anything, to be the last to 
get water and drainage. Nor, sir, as a resident of Kilbirnie and one who has children attending 
the school, I say emphatically that Kilbirnie should be connected with the drainage system as 
soon as possible. The smell from some of the drains running into the street in Older Kilbirnie 
and on the flat is enough to knock you down. The stream running from North Kilbirnie is 
used to run off the sewage, which is not a very sanitary arrangement, as it deposits silt on the 
beach. Why not hasten the supply of water and drainage to all parts? Sanitation first, 
recreation and pleasure grounds could very well wait until our most pressing necessities have 
been provided for. — I 'am, etc., VOICE FROM KILBIRNIE. 22nd May. 
12th June 1907 Wellington Education Board: Mr. J. Bee (Kilbirnie), to be second assistant at 
Masterton  
11th July 1907 Wellington Education Board: M D Robertson appointed to Kilbirnie School 
16th July 1907  The Newtown School Committee' 3 unanimous commendation of the 
Citizen's Bible in Schools League's proposal that the  Bible should be read in State schools as 
a classic received a counterblast at Kilbirnie last night. The Kilbirnie school Committee had 
before it the league's proposal to take it poll of school committees on the subject, and after 
discussion it was unanimously resolved, "That this committee, having been elected to 
administer a free, secular and compulsory national system of education, cannot recognise any 
self-constituted body having for its object the jeopardising of that system. In accordance with 
the foregoing resolution, no vote will be given on the league's proposal 
30th August 1907 Wellington Education Board:  It was decided that the Works Committee 
visit the Karon, Kaitoke, and Kilbirnie Schools. Grants authorised repairs to ventilators 
27th September 1907 The cadet corps paraded on the Dominion Birthday Celebration. 
Kilbirnie had 44  cadets on parade 
28th September 1907 Wellington Education Board: £77 for repairing the Kilbirnie School 
30th September 1907 The member for Newtown (Mr. Barber) has given notice in the House 
of Representatives to ask the Minister for Education what provision is being made for school 
children at South Kilbirnie and 'Miramar. No answer to that question will be given officially 
until Wednesday next, but meanwhile Mr. Barber had a few words to say to a Post reporter on 
the subject. To use his own words, there are in the districts referred to over two hundred 
children who would attend a school if it was erected. At present there are one hundred and 
twenty at- 1 tending town schools, thirty children attend the North ( Kilbirnie School (which 
is considerably overcrowded), and fifty children, although over school age, are not attending, 
school at all. Mr. H. D. Crawford has offered half-an' acre of land for a school site. That offer 
has been accepted by the School Committee and the Education Board, but the residents are 
urging the Government to purchase additional land and to' erect a school building. 
2nd October 1907 Navy League:  The headmaster' of the Kilbirnie school wrote asking that 
that school 'should be enrolled as one of the subbranches. It was decided to comply with the 
request 
18th October 1907 Members of the newly-formed branches of the Navy League 
at Kilbirnie and South Wellington schools, numbering about two hundred, paid a visit to the 



Challenger yesterday afternoon. They wore shown round by the petty officers, by the 
direction of Captain Bridson, and had explained to them some of the interesting features of 
the working of our "first line of defence." 
25th November 1907 Wellington Education Board:  Kilbirnie school, W. C. Price, alterations 
and painting, £75 9s 2d  
19th December 1907 The annual concert of the Kilbirnie .School was held in O’Donnell’s 
Hall, Kilbirnie, last evening. The largo audience present were entertained by the pupils with 
an excellent programme. The concert will be repeated this evening with a change of 
programme. The proceeds are in aid of the school picnic fund.  

1908	
1908 319 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master £275.00 House  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Robertson David C1 Assistant Master £175.00  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £125.00  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Gibbes Hinemarama E2 Assistant Female £115.00  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Caddick Alfred E  Assistant Master £90.00  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Mallabar Sophia  FP5 £60.00  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Thompson Laura  FP3 £55.00  
1908 319 Kilbirnie Longhurst Gertrude E F A  FP2 £35.00  

Alfred E Caddick was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1906 and 1907. Spent 1908 at 
Kilbirnie, then with a BA taught at Clyde Quay 1909 to 1911. In July 1912 was appointed to 
the staff of Wellington College. He retired in December 1950 as Headmaster of Christchurch 
Boys’ High School. 
Laura  E Thompson Taught at Kilbirnie in 1908 and Petone DHS in 1909. 1910 and 1911 it 
appears she was at Wellington Training College.. 1912 to 1913 she was at Pahautanui. 1914 
to at least 1917 she was at Epuni School, By 1919 she was at Mount Cook Boys’ and in 1921 
and 1923 she was an assistant at Seatoun School. 
18th February 1908 KILBIRNIE STATE SCHOOL PICNIC. TO-MORROW, 19th 
FEBRUARY. SPECIAL Train leaves Wellington Station "for Upper Hutt Grounds, at 9.50 
a.m., returning at 5.20 p.m. Fares —Adults, Is 4d ; children, 8d return. Special trams leave 
school 9.10 a.m. Tickets available 1.20 p.m. • Parents and friends welcome. Hot water 
provided. Tickets at school or station. 
7th March 1908 The final match for the senior cup, in connection with the Wellington Public 
Schools Cricket Association, was played on the Basin Reserve this morning between teams 
from the Newtown and Kilbirnie schools. The Kilbirnie school won easily by 90 runs to 51, 
Dumbleton 59, and Fisher 16 were the highest scorers for Kilbirnie, and Grey with 11 put up 
the best score for Newtown. The Kilbirnie school now holds the senior cup for both cricket 
and tennis.  
28th March 1908 The members of the Kilbirnie School cricket and tennis teams, who have 
won the championship cups in their competitions, were entertained last night in the 
schoolroom by the local school committee. Medals wero presented to each of the boys, and 
gold breastpins to R. Kells and L. Dumbleton in addition. H. Worboys and A. McLennan also 
received breastpins for their success at tennis. * A very pleasant social evening was spent, and 
a large number of toasts being honoured by the- company, which included a number of old 



boys of the school. An enjoyable entertainment was held in the Kilbirnie school last evening, 
in honour of the school having won the Wellington schools cricket and tennis championships. 
Songs were -contributed by Messrs Steve Fisher, Houchen, Perrin, and Proctor. Mr. J. Dillon 
presided. 
28th April 1908 School Committee: KILBIRNIE. Mr. H A. Huggins presided at the Kilbirnie 
meeting. The committee's report showed 370 scholars on the roll, but accommodation for 235 
only. The school had done very well in sports, especially in cricket. The hope woe expressed 
that the South Kilbirnie school Would be in. working order, long before next meeting. Owing 
to the increase of scholars the Wesleyan. Church had been rented and 60 children wero being 
taught there. The finances were flourishing with a balance of £9 4s 3d The following 
committee was elected H A Huggins (Chairman)  J Dillon (Secretary) F. W. Barnett, H. 
Lamberg, J. W. Kinniburg, G. E. Smith, J. W. Easson, J. Capper, and A. J. Ibbetson. 
1st May 1908 Wellington Education Board: Mr I D McLean Pupil Teacher Kilbirnie resigned 
13th May 1908 Wellington Education Board: Wanted Assistant Kilbirnie £100  
23rd July 1908 Proper observance of Arbor Day was , made in some of the primary schools 
of Wellington, but there were several others in which nothing was done. The grounds 
at Kilbirnie School— to quote one of the latter instances — are said to be too boggy in the 
sub-soil to permit of successful tree-planting. There are a few miles of town belt around the 
suburb, but the committee thinks the use of these for grazing purposes forms . a reason for not 
attempting to beautify them 
31st July 1908  The Education Board yesterday passed a special vote of thanks to Mrs! 
Martin, of -Kilbirnie, for her promptitude in giving the alarm at the recent outbreak of fire at 
the Kilbirnie School. Mrs. Martin resides near the school.  
29th August 1908 The Education Board has decided that the following extract from the report 
dealing with Kilbirnie is worthy of more than passing comment: —"The overcrowded 
condition of the school and the unsuitability of the infant-room render a satisfactory 
organisation practically impossible. While the opening of the Maranui School may for a time 
relieve Kilbirnie, it is perfectly clear that the question of additional accommodation should 
now be taken into consideration," 
8th September 1908 TENDERS for the Erection of New School at , Maranui 
(South Kilbirnie), will be received at the Education Board Office up to 10 a.m. of 
SATURDAY, . SEPTEMBER 19. Plans and Specifications to be seen at the Board's Office, 
Mercer Street. Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted 
22nd September 1908 Dominion Day Children’s Display included: To ensure the attendance 
of scholars from the outlying schools'; arrangements have been made, for special tram cars to 
bring in the scholars from'- the Seatoun, Kilbirnie, Island Bay and Karori Schools. These cars 
will leave the different• suburbs mentioned at 10 a.m., and will run  the boys to the Basin 
Reserve, leaving again as soon as possible after the  ceremony.  
8th October 1908 The report to be. presented at the annual  meeting- of the Wellington Public 
Schools' Cricket Association on Friday that the senior - championship was won£ 
by Kilbirnie, arid the. junior by Karori. It was Kilbirnie's first year' senior, so that the win was 
particularly meritorious; 
12th December 1908 Lawn Tennis: The final of the Public Schools Boys' Singles  in 
connection with the Schools Tennis Tournament, has been v/on by Master 



Harold Worboys. of Kilbirnie School. This school has won the Boys' Singles, Boys' Doubles, 
and Combined Doubles, thus annexing the championship cup for the second year in 
succession.  
15th December 1908 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie Assistant Female £135 
17th December 1908 GRAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT. TO-NIGHT. In aid of Kilbirnie School 
Picnic Funds. The Operetta, entitled, "QUEEN OF THE SEASONS, "Will be Repeated in 
O'DONNELL'S HALL, At 7.45 p.m. Admission, 1s and 6d.  

1909	
1909 268 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master £315.00 House  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master £210.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £155.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £135.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Taylor Cuthbert H B4 Assistant Master £120.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Watt Christina  FP4 £60.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Longhurst Gertrude E F A  FP3 £45.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Duff Minnie  FP3 £45.00  
1909 268 Kilbirnie Montgomery Emily   FP2 £25.00  

Edgar C Feltham was a pupil teacher at Te Aro Infants in 1896, Rintoul Street 1897-1899. 
Then Mount Cook Boys’ in 1900 and 1901 South Wellington 1904-1908. Then 1909 to at 
least 1923 at Kilbirnie. In 1932 became Headmaster at Roseneath. In 1938 became 
Headmaster at Wadestown School 
Enid Williams Started as a pupil teacher at Mount Cook Infants in 1897 to 1899, Then had a 
two year gap where she was presumably at Training College. Then from 1902 she was at 
Kaitara School East of Greytown later called Morrison’s Bush School. From 1905 to 1908 
she taught at Wadestown. Then 1909 to at least 1917 at Kilbirnie and from 1917 to at least 
1923 was teaching at Brooklyn School Enid retired from the Wellington Education Board in 
April 1932 
Cuthbert Taylor started his career for the Wellington Education Board at Hutt DHS in 1905 
to 1906. Then was at Roseneath in 1907 to 1908 Kilbirnie in 1909 and then at Te Aro with an 
MA in 1910 to 1913. Possibly became a Lawyer in Wellington.   
Christina Watt was a pupil teacher at Petone DHS in 1906 to 1908 and then taught at 
Kilbirnie in 1909 still as a pupil teacher. 
Minnie Duff started he Wellington  career at Kilbirnie as a pupil teacher in 1909 and 1910. 
She then was at Worser Bay 1913 to 199 and then at Brooklyn in 1921 and was Infant 
Mistress in 1923 at the Johnsonville Newlands School.IN 1928 became Infant mistress  
Eastern Hutt and was still there in 1940 
Emily Montgomery only taught for the Wellington Education Board the one year at 
Kilbirnie 
5th January 1909 . On Tuesday, 26th January, a meeting of householders of the Maranui 
school district will be held in O’Donnell’s Hall, South Kilbirnie, for the purpose of electing a 
school committee 
2nd February 1909  The new school at Maranui was amongst those opened and judging by 
the number . of children enrolled, it will meet a great necessity. The school was not 



established without a fight, the struggle lasting about three years. The fact that 151 children" 
were admitted yesterday shows that the school was urgently required. It is situated on Tainui 
terrace, just below the Queen's Drive, and is designed for the accommodation, of children 
from South Kilbirnie and Maranui. the absence of a school in the past was a great hardship on 
the residents, the scholars being distributed over the Kilbirnie, Clyde quay, Newtown and 
other schools 
26th February 1909 Wellington Education Board : Transfer of Pupil Teachers: Miss M Duff 
Mount Cook Infants’ to Kilbirnie. Mr A P Castle Kilbirnie to Hutt 
2nd March 1909 The Education Act passed Last session, empowered education boards to 
appoint probationers who will eventually become teachers.:  Miss M. 
Montgomery (Kilbirnie),  
27th March 1909 School Proficiency Swimming certificates: from Petone and Kilbirnie only 
Boys were examined: Kilbirnie School —Cyril Headland, one mile; Steven Fisher, 1000 yds; 
Ralph Fisher, 900 yds; Horace Taylor 880 yds; Lisle Scoullar, 600 yds; Edward Topp, 600 
yds; Thomas. Gales, 500 yds; Harry Gates, 450 yds ; Alfred Pinckney, 250 yds 
8th April 1909  Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie — Assistant Master. £120 to £135 
27th April 1909 KILBIRNIE. The annual report of the committee stated "that the opening of 
the new. school at Maranui, ;the roll strength of which was now '250 had only affected the 
parent school (Kilbirnie North) -by about 100,' .The finances were ,healthy, a credit-balance : 
pf £14' 7s. 6d. being carried forward. The election resulted as •follows. Messrs. P. M. Martin 
(chairman), Geo. Holliday (secretary), T. E Bennett, J. Lamberg, W. .Atkinson, F. Harnett,. 'J. 
Wood, and W. D. -Bauckham. Mr. Huggins, who occupied the chair, declined; 'nomination 
after, several' years of. good service 
28th April 1909 Miss Scott, assistant-teacher at the Terrace End' School, Palmerston, who is 
going to Kilbirnie, was presented by the Terrace End Committee with a handsome manicure 
set. [Actually went to Maranui School as a teacher] 
25th June 1909  Wellington Education Board: Maranui application for increased 
accommodation at the new school at Maranui, which 1 is rapidly becoming overcrowded, was 
received. The board's senior  inspector (Mr. T, R. Fleming) explained that the whole question 
of the educational necessities of Kilbirnie and Miramar required consideration. Miramar 
would require a separate school in the not-distant future. The original plan for the Maranui 
School provided for additions to though main building. The board decided that application be 
made to the Department for a grant for two additional classrooms.  
3rd July 1909 The public continue to take practical interest in their museum at Newtown 
Public Library………….. The following scholars of the Kilbirnie School have Avon the 
prizes given by the Library Committee for the best essays on the Newtown Museum : — 
Horace- Taylor, Alex. McLennan, Elsie Corrick, •Grace Merrill, Ida Drawbridge. The prizes 
take the form of free yearly tickets to the library. 
30th July 1909 Wellington Education Board: The chairman reported that the new Maranui 
school was filled to overflowing, and Kilbirnie school was also well filled, so that it would 
soon be necessary to look out for fresh accommodation in that neighbourhood 
11th September 1909 Petone West School: The secretary of the Education Board (Mr. G, L 
Stewart) advised that Mr. E, King, first assistant, had been transferred to -the Petone Main 
School, and that it was desired to consult the committee  in regard to the appointment.', of Mr. 



D. Robertson, at present first assistant.at the Kilbirnie School. Mr, Marsden: Has Mr King 
given us any notice? The chairman; No  it is a transfer. …. 
1st October 1909 Wellington Education Board: t was that applications be called, by-. 
Advertisement, for vacant appointments at Kilbirnie, Mount- .Cook…… 
1st October 1909 Wellington Education Board:  The report recommended that the following 
be declined: — The offer of site at Kilbirnie (steps are to be taken to improve the present site 
by proper drainage of springs), 
13th October 1909 Kilbirnie— Assistant Master, £210 to £240 
30th October 1909 On the occasion of his transfer from Kilbirnie to the position of first-
assist-ant at Petone School, Mr. D. Robertson was yesterday presented by Mr. J. W. Warboys, 
[Worboys] headmaster Kilbirnie School, with a handsome walking-stick, suitably engraved. 
Master E\ Bates also presented Mr. Robertson with a pair of links. 
5th November 1909 An application by the Kilbirnie School Committee for permission to 
construct a miniature rifle range- on the Town Belt came before the City Council last night. 
The Reserves Committee recommended that the request should not be granted. It was 
mentioned that the City Engineer had reported that a miniature range on the site in question 
would involve no danger to the. public. Several councillors expressed surprise at the 
committee's recommendation, and it was eventually agreed that the item should be referred 
back to the committee. 
13th November 1909 Wellington Education Board: first assistant, Kilbirnie Mr E C Feltham  
19th November 1909 Wellington City Council: BATHS AND CITY RESERVES. The 
committee recommended : — Thai, the Kilbirnie School Committee be informed that if it 
makes arrangements for the transfer of a piece of Town Belt from Mr. Lamberg, and also for 
the Education Board to indemnify the council against damages for accidents, the consent of 
the council to the erection of a miniature rifle range at Kilbirnie, will be granted, the work to 
be subject to the approval of the City Engineer 
2nd December 1909 Mr. E. Feltham, formerly assistant master of Wellington South School, 
has been, presented with an armchair by the staff of the school, through Mr. McKenzie 
(acting headmaster), on the occasion of his leaving to take up the first assistantship 
of Kilbirnie School 
20th December 1909  In connection with the breaking-up for the holidays 
the Kilbirnie School held a two nights' concert in O'Donnell's Hall, when a lengthy 
programme of songs and choruses was submitted by the school children. Mr. G. Halliday, on 
behalf of the committee, thanked the staff and the children for their successful efforts, and 
handed out the attendance certificates. First-class certificates were gained by : B. Howarth, L. 
Atkinson, G. Grigg, H. Grigg, A. Fegan, B. Halliday, M. Tidman, K. Littlejohn W. Gilpin, V. 
Wallace, F. Taylor. Second-class certificates : W. Hart, B. Jorgensen, L. Jorgensen, W. 
Christophersen, E. Fegan, L. Doile, W. Rogers, F. Lamberg, F. Croucher, E. Croucher, I. 
Rigg, I. McLeod, W. McLeod, L. Feilder. Certificates of proficiency were gained by G. 
Melvin, I. Drawbridge, E. Corrick, M. McIvor, M. Skill, V. Canty, H. Hammond, G. Bettany, 
E. Rowell, A. McLennan, C. Headland, T. Gates, M. Bates, A. Durrant F. Tobin, H. Taylor.  
 

 



1910	
1910 272 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H D1 Head Master £320.00 House 
1910 272 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master £210.00  
1910 272 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £160.00  
1910 272 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £140.00  
1910 272 Kilbirnie Longhurst Gertrude E F A  FP5 £55.00  
1910 272 Kilbirnie Duff Minnie  FP4 £55.00  
1910 272 Kilbirnie Thornton Agnes  FP4 £45.00  

Agnes Thornton only taught as a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board: 1908 
and 1909 at at Clyde Quay and 1910 and 1911 at Kilbirnie 
24th February 1910 Wellington Education Board  Miss L Watt pupil teacher Kilbirnie resigns 
26th March 1910 The following boys of the Kilbirnie School have qualified for swimming 
certificates during this season : — Frank Weine 1760 yds, Lisle Scoullar 1760 yds, Anthony 
Callaghan 1000 yds, Frank Hudd 1000 yds, Ralph Fisher 900 yds,, Eric Williams 600 yds, 
Gordon Heald 600 yds, Harry Gates 550 yds, Clarence Williams 500 yds, Lawrence Weine 
450 yds, Alfred Pinckney 450 yds, Cyril Giblin 300 yds, George Gilbertson 250 yds, Jeoffrey 
Rayward 250 yds, William Price 250 yds, Edgar Whaler 250 yds, John Phillips 250 yds, Cecil 
Williams 225 yds. [1000 yards =914.4 metres] 
26th April 1910  Fifteen householders'• were present at the annual meeting of 
the Kilbirnie school district The report stated that £11 had been handed over to the new 
committee, and £37 placed in the hands of trustees towards providing a piano for the school. 
In the annual report, which was adopted, reference was made to the progressive policy which 
had been adopted with regard to  improvements to the school grounds, and regret expressed 
that certain difficulties had arisen in the way of installing a miniature rifle range. The 
incoming committee was recommended to negotiate further in the matter. The cramped 
accommodation of the classrooms was also referred to, and the hope expressed that the need 
for using the Methodist Church room as an extra classroom would soon be dispensed with. 
The following committee was elected:— Messrs. James Cheeseman, \W. Lewis, J. H. 
Bettany, S. W. Cope, T. M. Easton, J. T. Canty, W. C. Cartwright  P. N. Martin (chairman), 
and J, W. Callaghan (secretary). 
31st August Wellington Education Board: Miss Williams Kilbirnie granted leave of absence 
5th November 1910 Harold 'Black, a seven-year-old lad, was admitted to the hospital 
yesterday suffering from a broken leg. It appears that while the lad was playing in the ground 
at the Kilbirnie School yesterday he slipped and fell. When assistance was  rendered him it 
was found that his left leg had been fractured. 
9th December 1910 At a meeting of Cabinet the expenditure of £700 was authorised for the 
enlargement of the Kilbirnie school 
12th December 1910 The Public Schools Tennis ""championships concluded to-day, when 
the Kilbirnie School won the cup, representatives of this school securing the girls' singles, 
girls' Doubles and the combined doubles championship. The boys' singles and boys' doubles 
championships were won by Clyde Quay. 
13th December 1910 The Kilbirnie School concert held last evening in aid of the picnic funds 
was successful, O'Donnell's Hall being filled to the doors. Practically every item. was 
encored. The performers included Misses  Whaler, Mueller, O'Kane, Bell, and Messrs. Smith, 



Fletcher, Cattanach, Callaghan, Digby, Oswin, O'Kane, Light, Hudson, the accompaniments 
and humourous items being excellently rendered by Mr. Dave Kenny. 
13th December 1910 Wellington Education Board: Notification of a Government grant of 
£700 towards the enlargement of the Kilbirnie school was received. It was noted as "a liberal 
grant." The chairman described the school as "worn out and of an old style." The Government 
recognised the growth of population in that suburb.  
16th December 1910 At the breaking-up ceremony of the Kilbirnie- School an excellent 
musical programme was provided by the senior scholars. Mr. Callaghan, chairman of the 
School Committee, presented the prizes.  
Proficiency Certificates. — L. Pen-in, A. Callaghan, J. Phillips, R. Fisher, W. Christopherson, 
E. Whaler, E. Williams. D. Barnett, M. McIvor, P. Norris, M. Penney, M. Rigg, M. Skill. 
Competency Certificates — A. Pinckney, D. France, J. Gilpin, E. Kennedy, M. Lewis, C. 
Larking.  
Tennis Medals. — M. Rigg, M. McIvor, C Giblin, A. Pinckney.  
Attendance Certificates. — First Class : M. Rigg, W. McLeod, W. Hulme, F. Lemberg, E. 
Fegan, P. Robinson, D. Featonby, 1. McLeod, M. Fisher, V. Wallace. A. Fegan, L. Chapman. 
K. Pullar. R. Gilpin. F. Tobin, B. Howarth, L. Doill, W. Jacob, J. Stewart, M. Tidman. 
Second Class :L. McLeod, E. Fegan, F. Robinson, M. Feilder, E. Croucher, L.- Feilder, P. 
Norris, I. Rigg, I. Littlejohn, C. Williams, B. Tobin, M. . Somerville, W. Ashley, F. Croucher, 
A. Hart, G. Ashley, E. Hurrell, F. Rimmington, I. White. 
16th December 1910 The Kilbirnie School Committee has been granted a lease of part of 
section 7 of the Town Belt Reserve for the purpose of a rifle range, the lessee having given 
his consent. ,The rental is to be fixed by the City Valuer.  
16th December 1910 After the breaking-up ceremony at the Kilbirnie School on Thursday, 
the staff and friends were entertained at an afternoon tea provided by the girls of the Sixth 
Standard. The tables were decorated with red and blue — the school colours — and looked 
extremely pretty. Mrs. Worboys, wife of the headmaster, was presented with a handsome 
bouquet, and a- musical programme helped to pass away an enjoyable afternoon. 
 

1911	
1911 308 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C1 Head Master £325.00  House  
1911 308 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C D2 Assistant Master £215.00  
1911 308 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Venables D1 Assistant Female £165.00  
1911 308 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £145.00  
1911 308 Kilbirnie Longhurst Gertrude E F A  FP5 £55.00  
1911 308 Kilbirnie Thornton Agnes  FP4 £55.00  
1911 308 Kilbirnie Gunning Edith M  FP3 £55.00  

Edith M Gunning was at Kilbirnie school for 1911 and 1912 as a pupil teacher. In 1913 and 
1914 she was at Hukanui on the railway line between Eketahuna  and Pahiatua  
1st February 1911 Pupil Teacher appointment Kilbirnie Edith Gunning 
1st March 1911 Wellington Education Board: Tenders will ;be invited immediately for a new 
school at Normandale and additions to Kilbirnie, and Lower Hutt main schools. 



9th March 1911 A concert by trained pupils of the Kilbirnie School aided by Wellington 
performers will be given to-night and tomorrow night. Those contributing to the programme 
include Mesdames Higginson and O'Kane, Messrs. D. Kenny, Hood, Parker, Jacobs, Scott, 
Luff, Twohill and Walk. 
29th March 1911 Wellington Education Board: Tender awarded:  Kilbirnie .(additions, 
McGregor and Jameson), £1624 
26th April 1911 Wellington Education Board approved 15 school residences for repair and 
painting  including Kilbirnie 
4th July 1911 APPLICATIONS , are ' invited, stating remuneration required, for Cleaning  
the Kilbirnie School. Duties may be seen at Easton's Store, the School, or at 67, Wellington-
road. Applications to be addressed the Chairman care Eaton's Store, and in by Monday 
Evening Next. KILBIRNIE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
28th November 1911 Wellington Education Board: Miss G Longhurst Miss A Thornton 
resigned 
12th December 1911  PLAY IN THE FINALS. The Public Schools' tennis tournament was 
concluded on Monday at the Brougham Hill courts. The girls' singles, boys' singles, girls' 
doubles and combined doubles resulted in wins for the Kilbirnie School, while the boys' 
doubles went to Clyde Quay. Kilbirnie thus retains the challenge cup. J. McLeod and C. 
Giblin wero the winners, of the- rose bowl and the tennis 'racket presented by E. W. Mills and 
Co.  
14th December 1911 At the annual breaking-up ceremony of the Kilbirnie School, a musical 
programme was rendered by the senior scholars. Advantage was taken of the occasion to 
present Misses Longhurst and Thornton, who are severing their connection with the school, 
with souvenirs of their associations with teachers and scholars. The headmaster, Mr. 
Worboys, was also the recipient of a presentation from his sixth standard. The tennis team 
was heartily congratulated on its success in again winning the championship cup and trophies. 
The following is a list of certificates, etc., which wero presented during the afternoon: — 
Proficiency — Leu. Atkinson, John Browne, Walter Brown, Cyril Giblin, Wm. Jacob, Frank 
Tobin, Stella Bartlett, Florence Bettany, Myrtle Buckmaster, Alice Drawbridge, Freda Fear, 
Jane Gilpin, Winnie McLeod, Eileen Robinson, Bessie Howarth, and Elsie Wing.  
Competency — Inez Rigg, Alice Montgomery, Madges Fielder, Lawrence Weine, Eric Bates.  
Attendance Certificates. — First-class — M. Buckmaster, A. Drawbridge,' F. Fear, M. 
Fielder, I. McLeod, W. McLeod, I. Rigg, L. Atkinson, W. Jacob, F. Tobin', I. Littlejohn, K. 
Littlejohn, C. Gillespie, J. .Stewart, W. Buckmaster, B. Tobin, H. Wallace, M. Troup, G. 
Baker, M. Hardy, F. Lamberg, F. Robinson, Len. Fielder, K. Wallace, G. Rowe, Hy. Birley. 
Second-class — A. Montgomery, E. Robinson, L. Weine, D. Rankine, W. Christopherson, 
Les. Barrett, Roy Atkinson, L. McLeod, A. Holloways, G. Hardy, A. Buckmaster, H. Birley, 
John Brown, L. Brand, W. Hyder, M. Somerville, I. White, Mavis Phillips, C. Collier, H. 
Weine. 
20th December  1911  Mr. J. H. Worboys , headmaster of the Kilbirnie School," left for South 
last evening 
20th December 1911 Wellington Education Board: Miss Munro Khandallah to Kilbirnie 
 



1912	
1912 309 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C1 Head Master £330.00 House  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C C2 Assistant Master £220.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £170.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £150.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Strack George S B3 Assistant Master £120.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Gunning Edith M  FP4 £60.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Munro Martha C  FP4 £55.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Heron Albert J G  MP3 £45.00  
1912 309 Kilbirnie Webb Arthur L  MP1 £20.00  

George S Strack started his career as a teacher with the Wellington Education Board in 1910 
and 1911 at Newtown DHS. He then served 1912 to 1914 at Kilbirnie. Obtained a Master or 
Arts from Victoria College [Wellington  University] subject to payment of fees in 1915. 
Appointed in 1915 as special assistant at Patea School for the Wanganui Education Board 
Left on 30th April to join Expeditionary Forces at Trentham. In 1918 appointed to staff of 
Palmerston North High School, 
Martha C Munro was a pupil teacher at Khandallah in 1910 and 1911. And at Kilbirnie in 
1912. Admitted to Wellington Training College in December 1913 She is not recorded as 
teaching  for the Wellington Education Board until 1917 when she was at Mount Cook Boys’ 
school from at least 1917 to My Records end in 1923. In 12th March 1910  Miss M C Munro 
was appointed teacher of the Endeavour Inlet School for the Wellington Education Board  8th 
Joined 1915 appointed assistant at Mt Cook Boys 
Albert G Heron started his career for Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie and taught as 
a pupil teacher until 1914 
Arthur L Webb only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie in 1912 and 
1913 at Kilbirnie as a pupil teacher 
16th January 1912 At a meeting of the. committee of the Haitaitai Ratepayers , Association 
last evening, several members emphasised (he necessity of the Outlying Districts Committee 
of the Wellington City Council paying regular visits' to the suburban areas under its 
jurisdiction. If was decided to communicate with the City Council in further reference to the 
matter. It was reported that the canvass for funds to meet the cost of a report by an 
independent engineer on the subject of a traffic tunnel into Hataitai was meeting with a 
satisfactory response. Dissatisfaction wan expressed over tin , action of the Wellington 
Education Board in refusing to purchase- a site for a school lo .supply the needs of the 
district, and if was stated that, several of the residents proposed lo send their children lo the. 
city schools and to the local kindergarten school in preference to sending them to 
the Kilbirnie School, which was considered to be unhealthy 
7th February 1912 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie— Assistant. £120 to £135.  
11th March 1912 Wellington Education Board: Appointment Kilbirnie assistant master Mr C 
S Strack, 
23rd March 1912 A piece from a long article on Free Kindergarten association: The school at 
Island Bay had been closed, and a branch opened at Kilbirnie, which branch .was flourishing. 
The total number on the roll was 210 and the attendance was generally quite equal to the 
accommodation.  



23rd April 1912 The Kilbirnie School Committee intends to elect n '.sub-committee to wait 
upon the Education Board and place, before the board "the committee's inability to proceed 
on the best method without" the board's giving them.- full assistance and making prompt 
payments." The grievance is that the committed only gets enough capitation to pay for fuel 
and cleaning.  
23rd April 1912 KILBIRNIE. There was a small attendance at this meeting. Mr. A. G. 
Wallace presided. The report stated that despite the fact that much inconvenience had been 
caused by alterations being made to the school and grounds, the year's work had been carried 
out with every satisfaction. A concert had been held with the object of raising sufficient funds 
to make improvements to the grounds but owing to lack of support had terminated in a fiasco. 
The Education Board had, however, decided to carry out considerable improvements, such as 
asphalting, etc. The intended rifle range had, the report continued, not met with the approval 
of the Defence Department, and it. was arranged to furnish the necessary additions "required 
by the department. The balance-sheet showed a credit of between £8 and ,£I0 
The headmaster (Mr. J. H. Worboys) outlined the year's progress, and stated the attendance 
was 396, an increase since last annual meeting of 27 pupils. The library was stated to be in a 
good condition, much practical benefit being derived from the large collection of books.  
The following committee was elected : Messrs. A. G. Wallace (chairman), A. Giblin 
(secretary), F. Fielder, J. Cheeseman, C. F. Worth, J. Lewis, J. G. Burberry, A. T. Bailey, and 
Mrs., Bates 
3rd July 1912 WELLINGTON EDUCATION BOARD. TENDERS.— KILBIRNIE. Tenders 
for the following work*will  be received at the Education Board Office up to Noon of 
Wednesday, the 10th July:— No. I— Grading, Forming Paths, Asphalting, Entrance Gates, 
etc., School Site. No. 2— -Repairs, Painting, and Asphalting ' Teacher's Residence. The 
lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. G. L. STEWART, Secretary 
4th July 1912 Meeting of Wellington City Council and Head Teachers Including Mr J. W. 
Worboys referred to the discouragement which the Kilbirnie children had met with in 
planting the reserve on the Constable-street hill, when road alterations involved the 
destruction of the trees 
6th July 1912 Association Football Meeting included:  Every team should endeavour to 
appear in its .school colours. Northland and Kilbirnie show a good example in this respect.  
10th July 1912’s Royal Commission of Education included Mr. J. H. Worboys, headmaster of 
the Kilbirnie School, urged the desirability of amalgamating small country schools at present, 
and in .the future of avoiding the multiplying of little schools in the districts where children 
could be conveyed to a central school. Full details of proposed amalgamation were supplied 
to show economy to be expected.  
22nd November 1912 The Public School Lawn Tennis championships are set down for to-
morrow at the Brougham Hill and Wellington courts. The entries, over 250, are ever 
increasing, and the management is at its wits' end to cater for the youthful players. Mr. 
Worboys, headmaster of the Kilbirnie School, who has worked hard for the school tennis, 
asks for assistance in umpiring, and any ladies or gentlemen who can spare the time 
tomorrow morning will be doing a grateful action by assisting in getting the school games off. 
The general public is invited to attend, and a special invitation is extended to the members of 



the City Council, who will have an opportunity of judging of the consideration due to the 
game of lawn tennis. Some of the children are fine players, and interesting games will result. 
20th December 1912 KILBIRNIE. The breaking-up ceremony of the Kilbirnie School .took 
place on Thursday morning, when, after the singing of several school songs and choruses, the 
following certificates were presented 1— Attendance Certificates. — First-class : Henry 
Birley, Leslie Robinson, Freda Fear, Myrtle Fraser, May Tidman, William Ashley, Alberta- 
Jorgensen, Robert Gilpin, William Hyder, Frank Robinson, Leslie Barrett, Edgar Clarke, 
"Dorothy Featonby, George Rowe, Lorna Chapman, Hazel- Rawle, Jack Shelley, Gladys 
Murphy. Second-class s Madeline Fielder, Inez Rigg, H. Weine, Doris Rankine, Nellie Hyder, 
B. Tobin, W. Gilpin, R. Atkinson, A. Feagan, L. Brand, Mervyn Clarke, E. Hurrell, Pearl 
Iremonger, F. Hyder. L. Simmonds, Aileen Fegan, L. Doile, Roland Rawle. 
 Proficiency Certificates.— Len. Atkin son, Eric Bates, Arthur Buckmaster, Henry Birley, 
George Gilbertson, Geof. Rayward, Islay Littlejohn, Leslie Robinson, Clarence Williams, 
Cecil Williams, William Woodward. Freda Fear, Margaret Fisher, Myrtle Fraser, Madeline 
Fielder, Annie Holloway, Irene McLeod, Alice Montgomery, Inez Rigg. 
 Competency Certificates. — Carden  Gillespie, Hugh McLure, John Stewart, Letitia 
McLeod. 
 

1913	
1913 312 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C1 Head Master £335.00 House  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C C2 Assistant Master £225.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £175.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £150.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Strack George S B3 Assistant Master £125.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Hare Janet C  FP3 £55.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Gilpin Martha   FP2 £55.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Raikes Helen M  FP3 £45.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Heron Albert J G  MP4 £45.00  
1913 312 Kilbirnie Webb Arthur L  MP2 £25.00  

Janet  C Hare was a pupil teacher at Kilbirnie in 1913 and 1914, Then had two years at 
Training College and by 1917 was at  Appointed to West with a BA and was still there in 
1923 when my records end. Appointed to Petone Central in 1929 
Martha Gilpin was at Roseneath in 1912 and Kilbirnie in 1913 as a pupil teacher. She then 
went to training college and by 1917 to at least 1919 was at Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar 
School. In 1921 was at Johnsonville Newlands school. 
Helen M Raikes was at Kilbirnie in 1913 and in 1914 at Mt Cook Girls’ then after two years 
at training college she was back at Mount Cook girls’ in 1917. She was not teaching in a state 
school in 1921 and by 1923 was back at Lyall Bay School 
1960/35555 Raikes Helen Martha 65Y 
3rd March 1913  Master W. Price, thirteen years of age, won the “Price” medal for the best 
swimmer at the Kilbirnie school on Thursday. The medal, which was presented by Constable 
Price, was for the swimmer that showed the greatest endurance, and his son, who covered 
about a mile and a quarter, secured the trophy. There were fourteen competitors. 



5th March 1913  A successful conceit was held in the Kilbirnie Hall last evening, the object 
being to raise funds to enable the children attending the Kilbirnie Central School to hold their 
annual picnic. A capital programme was arranged, items being rendered by Misses 
Simmonds, Phillips (2), Mrs Rogers, Messrs. Rogers, Lancaster. Simmonds, Wallace, Sievers 
Cunningham, Herbert, Connors. Houston, Warren, Goudie. Caton, Major, Bryant, and 
Sommerville. Two choruses were sung by the senior scholars, while the infant girls rendered 
the dialogue •"Baby's Burden," these items being capably handled. Misa D McLellan danced 
an Irish jig, and four of Mrs. Rogers's pupils danced a Scotch reel in costume, Piper 
MacDonald playing the necessary music. The Misses Reid also danced a Highland fling. 
Master R. F. Marley, gold medallist, gave a physical culture exhibition. Included in the 
programme was an exposition of conjuring by Mr. F. Major. Mr. D. Kenny acted as 
accompanist.  For Thursday night another programme has been arranged, 
2nd April 1913 SWIMMING PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES 
The following children attending the Kilbirnie School gained proficiency certificates during 
the season : — W. Price 1800 yds. D. Featonby 1760 yds, H. Weine 1200 yds, A. Dennis 
1000 yds, J. Looner 1000 yds, L. Barrett 650 yds, \. Rigg 750 yds, R. Austin 700 yds. W. 
Hyder 550 yds. L. Brown. R. Wallace, P. Morris, H. Radlev, F. Robinson, and R. Price each 
500 yds. W. Boyd 450 yds, D. Rankine 400 yds, C. Rogers 326 yds, W. Christopherson 300 
yds, E. Clarke 300 yds, B. Halliday 250 yds, W. Buckmaster 225 yds, L. Doile 200 yds, B. 
Tobin 150 yds, M. Clarke 150 yds, and F . Brown 100 yds. "• 
'The school championship of 100 yds was won by Russell Wallace. 
16th April 1913 Visit by School Children to visit HMS New Zealand anchored in Wellington 
Harbour included: The times for the school visits to-morrow «c:— -9.30 a.m. 
: Kilbirnie, Island Bay, Mitchell town. 10.30 a.m. South Wellington, Northland, and Makara.  
29th April 1913 KIILBIRNIE. The new committee for the Kilbirnie school district, elected at 
the annual meeting of householders last evening, is as follows:—Messrs. W. S. Bedford 
(chairman W. H. Nash (.secretary and treasurer), J. Dillon, W. A. Miller, S. Gentry, D. 
Carman, A. B. Clater, J. Matthews, and G. A. Stone 
15th July 1913 The Wellington Education Board invite tenders .for asphalting and fencing' 
work at Maranui, Kilbirnie. Island Bay, and Mount Cook schools.  
17th July 1913 Trees and shrubs in connection with the Arbor Day celebrations were supplied 
from the Botanical Gardens as follows : — Maranui School, 50; Newtown School, 
127; Kilbirnie School, 110; 
17th July 1913  was particularly pleased with the enthusiastic response made by the people to 
the call for workers on Arbor Day." said the Mayor to a Post reporter to-day. "From the 
cordial spirit which , pervaded the meeting of headmasters and school committees called by 
me some weeks ago I could tell that this year the day would be signalised by thorough co-
operation and 1 hard work. That it was so was proved by the large gatherings of headmasters, 
staff, children, and the general public at every place I visited. Commencing 
at Kilbirnie School at the early hour of 0.15 a.m., Mr. Worboys. headmaster, with his staff 
and the school committee were in strong force with almost all the .scholars and some others. 
From start to finish the work was most interesting, and will, I believe, be productive of great 
benefit, creating in the minds of the children a sense of their responsibility for the welfare of 
the trees planted. 



1st August 1913 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie School, asphalting, Messrs. Thacker 
and McDonald, fencing, Mr. E. Townshend; 
10th September 1913 At .the monthly meeting of the Kilbirnie School Committee last 
evening, it was decided to approach the various school committees throughout the city and 
suburbs with a view of concerted action being taken in an endeavour to have the capitation 
allowance raised. 
3rd October 1913 The council declined to consent to an assignment of a lease of a portion of 
the Town Belt from the Kilbirnie School Committee to the Defence Department. This portion 
of the Town Belt had been leased to the school committee at a nominal rental for the purpose 
of forming a rifle range. 
17th October 1913 Wellington City Council: The former decision of the council not to 
consent to the assignment of the lease of a portion of the Town Belt at Kilbirnie from 
the Kilbirnie School Committee to the Defence Department will be adhered to. 
21st October 1913 Dr. Newman, M.P., attended at the Kilbirnie School this morning and 
addressed the scholars on the importance and the lessons of Trafalgar Day. Several patriotic 
songs were sung by the children. The headmaster, Mr. Worboys, warmly thanked Dr. 
Newman for his instructive address.  
7th November 1913 The school rifle range at Kilbirnie, which is on a portion of the Town 
Belt, On which the local School Committee has made :improvements, costings about ' £20, 
was the cause of a deputation to  the Reserves Committee of the City Council yesterday. Mr. 
A. G. Wallace, I chairman of the Kilbirnie School Committee, in asking the council to 
reconsider its decision not to agree to a transfer of the rifle range to the Defence Department, 
suggested that a satisfactory solution of the .difficulty might be found in the council taking 
control of the range and compensating the School Committee for its expenditure. Councillor 
J. Frost promised that the Reserves Committee would deal with the request, and would 
probably pay a visit to the range 
25th November 1913 Schools tennis tournament. Kilbirnie had 21 children entered. 
16th December 1913. Mr J. H. Worboys, chairman [Actually Head Master] of 
the Kilbirnie school committee, drew the Mayor’s attention to the wont of courts for the use 
of scholars throughout the city, and asked him to make provision for them so as to cope with 
the ever-increasing entries in the competition.  
 22nd December 1913 KILBIRNIE At the breaking-up ceremony at the Kilbirnie School Mr. 
A. G. Wallace (chairman of the School Committee) presented the prizes given by the 
committee. These were awarded as follows :—: — Dux of School, D. Featonby ; St. VI., H. 
Birley and D. Rankine; St. V., L. Brand and G. Gilbertson; St. IV., L. Rankine, M. Gray, and 
K. Wallace; St. III., G. Furkert and E. Keine; St. II., A. Lechner and K. Esson; St. 1., F. 
Mullins and D. Bucknell.  
Attendance Certificates. — First class : L. Brown, G. Baker, It. Wallace, L. Ibbotson, R. 
Rawle, E. Worth, R Jorgensen, E. Ayling C. Watt, IF. Hyder, W, Buckmaster, D. Rankine, 
W. Hyder, C. Larking, R. Rawle, R. Alexander, A. Fegan, E. Fegan, A. Fegan N Hyder. L. 
Barrett, M. Tidman, K. Wallace, G. Quinlan G. Nasmith, G. Ashley, L. Chapman, G. 
Murphy, G. Sando.  



Second-class : G. Crombie, C. Claridge, A, Robinson, V. Silk, W. Ashley, B. Tobin, P. 
Palmer, E. Palmer, D. Hulse, L. Jorgensen G. Skill, N. Goldie, E. Wells, E. McLauchlan, A. 
Claridge.  
Navy League essay prize-winners were, D. Featonby, D. Rankine, G. Chappell, R. Wallace, 
and W. Gilpin.  
The children sang a number of Christmas carols and patriotic songs. Hearty cheers were given 
for the School Committee and for the headmaster and staff. The pupils of St. VI. made a 
presentation to Mr. Worboys. Sweetmeats for the children were provided by Mr. Wallace. 
 

1914	

1914 313 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C1 Head Master £340.00 
 

House  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C C2 Assistant Master £235.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £180.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £150.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Strack George S B3 Assistant Master £135.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Watt Ella D5 Assistant Female £100.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Hare Janet C  FP4 £60.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Heron Albert J G  MP5 £55.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Dagger Noeline  Female Probationer 1 £25.00  
1914 313 Kilbirnie Morrison Sybil D  Female Probationer 1 £25.00  

Ella Watt started teaching for the Wellington Education Board in 1907 at The Terrace 
School. Then there is a gap from 1910 to 1912 when presumably she was at Training College 
In 1913 she was an assistant teacher at Island Bay and in 1914 and 1915 at Kilbirnie. Took 
leave of absence for about 2 months in 1915 
Noeline Dagger  Taught at Kilbirnie in 1914 and 1915 as a probationer, and by 1919 was at 
Petone West. 16th June 1920 Mrs  J. A. Comrie and Miss Comrie, of Auckland, are leaving 
by. the Ionie to -visit Mr. L, J. Comrie, .who is attending Cambridge university, Miss N 
Dagger of Belmont will accompany them. 
Sybil D Morison only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie in 1914 and 
Roseneath 1915 both as a probationer. 
10th February 1914 Kilbirnie.— Assistant. £100 to £120. 
16th February 1914 21st February Eastbourne Borough Council: [Owner of the Ferry] 26th 
February, Bakers' and Pastry Cooks' picnic, at Eastbourne; Kilbirnie School picnic, at Day's 
Bay 
20th February 1914 Instructions were given by the City Council last evening that the lease of 
a portion of the Town Belt to the Kilbirnie School Committee should be terminated. The City 
Engineer was authorised to arrange a price to be paid for the fencing erected by the School 
Committee. 
26th February 1914 The annual picnic of the Kilbirnie state School will probably take place 
next Wednesday.' Definite arrangements will be made, this evening by the committee.  



5th May 1914 A meeting of the Wellington Centre of the Royal Life Saving Society was held 
last night. Ms-, G. S. Hill presided. affiliation to the society was .granted , to 
the Kilbirnie Public School.' 
5th May 1914 The following pupils from the Kilbirnie school have gained proficiency 
certificates during the past season: — Arthur Denim 2500 yards, Phyllis Gibbin 1900, Archie 
Rigg 1250, Geoff. Furkertt  1200, Leslie Barrett 1200, Edith Buck-master 1000, Belle 
Malliday 800, Kate Wallace 750, Arthur Fegan 650, William Bold 600, Mona Gray 550, 
Hazel Rawle 550, William Christopherson 500, Frank Robinson 500. Bruce Tobin 450, 
Charles Watt 400, Edna Watt 400, .Jack Williams 400, William Collier 400, Wilfred 
Buckmaster 300. Ferdinand Croucher 300, Grace Crombie 250, Mervyn Clark 250, Charles 
Rogers 200, Jack Pearce 200, Eric Hurrell 200, Tom Pearce 150, Tom Durrant 150, Edgar 
Palmer 150, Dora. Curtis 100, Dolly Seymour 100. Marjory Beveridge 100, Roy Browne 100, 
Connie Gaudin 100, Jack Shelley 100. Fred Hyder 100. George Ashley 100, .Robert Gilpin 
100, Geoff. Skill 100. James Innes 100. In addition proficiency certificate", for life «saving 
were gained by Archie Rigg. Arthur Dennis, Geoffrey Furkett, Leslie Barrett, Arthur Fegan. 
And Charles Rogers. 
6th May 1914 The annual report of the Kilbirnie School Committee Stated that during the last 
year many improvements have been made, including the erection of new fencing, the 
asphalting and channelling of the grounds, and tree-planting by the children. The school rifle 
range had proved very disappointing, owing to the abolition of the School Cadets. The range 
cost £12 originally, and the committee had arranged to sell it to the Defence Department, but 
a clause in the City Council's lease had made the transfer impossible/ The council had, 
however, decided to refund part of the cost and to terminate the lease. The work of the school 
had been very satisfactory. A scholarship had been won by Dorothy Featonby, who had also 
secured  the dux medal, and scholars had secured thirteen proficiency certificates, four 
competency certificates, and five Navy League essay prizes. The' attendance had been 
satisfactory, and forty-four attendance 'certificates had been issued. Representations had' been 
made to the "Minister of Education by the Hataitai Ratepayers' Association for a side school 
,in Hataitai, but the committee had as yet received no communication on the •subject. The 
committee had received in capitation and special allowance for the year ended 28th February, 
1914, £61 15s. At that time it had paid out £47 15s 5d, ,and since then had paid £14 0s 5d  
leaving a debit balance of lOd. The committee pointed out that the allowances were 
insufficient for a first-class school, especially if a severe winter, requiring extra fuel, was 
experienced. 
8th May 1914 Much interest was evinced in the annual election of Kilbirnie Committee, the 
attendance of over seventy householders being much larger than at any other previous 
meeting. Mr. A G. Wallace, chairman of the committee, presided.  
The annual report, a precis of which has already appeared in The Post, was read and adopted. 
In the course of his report, 'the headmaster, Mr/ J. H. Worboys, stated that the average roll 
number for 'the year was 353, and there had been an average attendance of 312. The present 
number of scholars attending the school was 378, the average attendance for the quarter 
ended in Match being 342. He also dealt 'with various other matters of "interest to the parents 
of the children attending the school, after which he thanked the committee for its cooperation' 
during- the year. .  



A hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Warboys was carried ,by acclamation.  
After considerable discussion on the Bible-in-schools question, the election of the committee 
was proceeded with, the result being as follows (the  votes polled by the candidates , being 
mentioned in parentheses) : — Messrs. Wallace (43), Julius (36), Naismith (35), Cheesman 
35), Barnes (32), Bourke (30), Nimmo (27), Worth (26), Allaway (25), Boyd 25), Pilkington ( 
22), Sinclair (20), McGregor (19), and Watts (16). The first eight mentioned were elected, 
and Messrs Allaway and Boyd tied for ninth place, the former being subsequently elected. 
Mr. Cheesman was elected chairman of the committee, and Mr. Naismith secretary. A vote 
'.of thanks to the outgoing committee and to the school staff closed an enthusiastic meeting. 
  8th May 1914 SEPARATE ROOMS' FOR CLASSES, In presenting his annual report to the 
householders last night, Mr. Worboys, headmaster of Kilbirnie School, made reference to the 
fact that each class in a school should have a separate room, and pointed out that at present 
there were eight classes at the Kilbirnie School," and only seven rooms in which to 
accommodate them. The infant rooms were practically full, but there was still a little room 
left for a few more pupils. Speaking in regard to this, a member of the committee stated that 
he had visited the school the previous day and had found that over seventy children were 
cramped together in the infants' room. He could not help protesting against such a state of 
affairs. The chairman stated that he had visited the school on several occasions and had not 
seen any overcrowding. It was stated by the headmaster, who was not aware of any 
overcrowding, that possibly an .extra' class was put in the infants' room during the temporary 
absence of a teacher, who is at camp, The matter was left to the newly elected committee. 
8th May 1914 An interesting point was gathered from a statement made by the headmaster 
of/the Kilbirnie School last evening during the discussion on school boundaries. From this it 
would appear that the number of children attending a School did not necessarily Represent 
the numerical strength of children in the district, as in many instances quite a large percentage 
of pupils came from other districts. In the case of the Kilbirnie School, there v/as a roll 
number of 378 scholars, of whom about 140 came from Maranui, 100 from Hataitai (at 
present in the Kilbirnie district), about 110 from Kilbirnie, and the rest from town.  
17th June 1914 The miniature rifle range established on the Town Belt at Kilbirnie for 
the Kilbirnie,, school has been a "white elephant" since the reorganisation of the cadet 
system, and had very brief use, Since the junior cadet system was abandoned and the young 
idea gave up learning how To shoot at School, efforts have been made to enable the Defence 
Department to have the use of the range ; but while the school committee was willing to pass 
over its rights to the Department, the City Council objected on two occasions, when 
application was made, to give the Department a lease of the firing ground. The difficulty has 
now been submitted to a party for discussion Councillors Buddie and Luckie, representing the 
Reserves Committee of the City Council, visited the range yesterday, and met there Captain 
Powles, of the Defence Department, and Mr. Wallace, of the Kilbirnie School Committee, in 
sense,  to try to reach some terms on which the transfer desired by the Defence Department 
can be arranged. The councillors will report to the council.  
30th June 1914 Wellington Education Board: Grants authorised: Kilbirnie grading grounds 
for tennis etc. 
7th October 1914  WANTED, Price for Erecting Concrete Wall and Enlarging Tennis Court 
at Kilbirnie School. Apply J. Cheeseman Moxham-avenue, Kilbirnie.  



4th November 1914 Food not Fireworks Belgian Children’s relief fund: Up to yesterday, 
afternoon Kilbirnie had galloped past £15, "going strong," as a lady teacher declared 
5th November 1914 The Kilbirnie School, like some others, I has had a fund running for 
some days past,, and yesterday the scholars had contributed or collected a total of about £15. 
The collection was prosecuted with much energy this morning, and the total was brought up 
to £42. 
6th November 1914 The total amount collected at the Kilbirnie School up till this morning 
was £48. [ £48. Raised in December 1914 is equivalent to $7954.22  raised in June 2021] 
26th November 1914 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie Assistant  £110 to  £120 
8th December 1914 Wellington Education Board: On the recommendation of the Works and 
Finance Committee the following authorisations were agreed to : Kilbirnie, asphalting, £10 
subsidy 
17th December 1914 Some residents of Kilbirnie have heard that there is a prospect of. the 
old Kilbirnie Schools rifle, range being handed over to the Defence authorities. One who is 
interested states that the Town Belt was intended as a recreation reserve. For the people for all 
time, and not to be used for such purposes as rifle ranges, and further points out that once the 
Government lays hands on a bit of public property it is difficult to loosen its clutch. 
19th December 1914 At the breaking-up ceremony at the Kilbirnie School yesterday, 
certificates were presented as follow : — Proficiency Certificates.— Gladys Chappell (Dux of 
School), Belle Halliday, Lily Jorgensen, Edith Buckmaster, Giffie Gilbertson, W. 
Christopherson, O. Drawbridge, A. Dennis, L. Barrett, L. Brand, L. Romain, L. Fielder, R. 
Ibbotson, B. Tobin,  
Competency Certificates.— B. Gilpin, W. Buckmaster, G. Baker, A. Wallace, R. Jorgensen. 
Royal Life Saving Society's Certificates. — W. Christopherson, F. Hyder, R. Price, N. 
Rowntree, C. Watt, W. Collier.  
First Class Attendance Certificates. —  G. Sando, R. Alexander, L. Barrett, Edith 
Buckmaster. G. Gilbertson, Hazel Rawle, Katie Wallace, Kathleen Esson, Jean Cook, A, 
Robinson, B. Tobin, Barbara Clark, L. Doile, E. Hurrell, Charles Rushbrook, P. Browne, J. 
Brown, Mavis Phillips, S. Bell, G. .McIvor, G. Rowe, Phyllis Palmer, E. Worth, L. Romain, 
W. Collier. A. Wells. 
 Attendance. — Second Class Certificates : Isabel Halliday, Lily Jorgensen, Alberta 
Jorgensen, Foundie Lamberg, Grace Crombie, Dorothy Chappell, Rita Jorgensen, Minnie 
Bevan, Netta. McKittrick, Madge Featonby, Gladys Murphy, Lorna Chapman, Betty Gaby, 
Edna Sneddon, Eileen Wells, F. Hyder, G. Crombie, F. Bowie, N. Goldie, Bertha Compton, 
A. Featonby, Ella Kinniburgh, R. Rawle, R. Sneddon, E. Jane, A. E. Isaacs, F. Rowe, D. 
Hulse,. E. McLaughlin, J. Goodwin, E. Palmer, L. Fielder. 
 

1915	
 1915 357 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C1 Head Master £350.00 House  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C C2 Assistant Master £265.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Marchbanks Davina Veneables D1 Assistant Female £190.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Williams Enid D2 Assistant Female £190.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Finlayson Catherine H C2 Assistant Female £120.00  



1915 357 Kilbirnie Watt Ella D4 Assistant Female £120.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie White Ella D C5 Assistant Female £110.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Dunn Jessie S  FP3 £65.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Forsyth Helen J  FP3 £55.00  
1915 357 Kilbirnie Dagger Noeline  Female Probationer 2 £35.00  

Catherine H Finlayson  started as an Assistant Female for the Wellington Education Board 
teaching at Newtown DHS in 199 and taught there until 1914. By 1915 she was at Kilbirnie 
and she was still there in 1923 when my records end. In 1929 appointed to Muritai 
[Eastbourne] school 
Ella D White In 1911 and 1912 Ella White was a Pupil Teacher at South Wellington 
School. In 1913 and 1914 she was at Wellington Training College and from 1915 to at 
least 1917 was at Kilbirnie, 
1919/7077 Ella Dorothea White Rayden Leslie Freeman 
Jessie S Dunn only taught for the Wellington Education Board in 1915 at Kilbirnie 
Helen J Forsyth Taught at Kilbirnie as a Pupil Teacher in 1915. Then was at Training 
College before going to Clyde Quay by 1919 until at least 1921. 1st December 1925 Miss H. 
J. Forsyth, B.A., of Wellington, is acting as temporary assistant teacher at the Greytown 
District High School. 
11th January 1915 Mr J. H. Worboys, headmaster of the Kilbirnie school, Wellington, is at 
present on a visit to Auckland 
18th January 1915 Mr. Geo. Strack, B.A., assistant master at the Kilbirnie School, 
Wellington, has been appointed special assistant at the Patea District High School  
27th January 1915 Wellington Education Board: Appointment of Pupil Teachers. Jessie S 
Dunn, Helen J Forsyth, 
27th January 1915 Wellington Education Board Miss E White appointed assistant Kilbirnie 
10th February 1915 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie assistant £12 to £140 
20th February 1915 NO. .42 COMPANY SENIOR CADETS,  At the inaugural meeting, held 
last night in the  Anglican Schoolroom: the following officers were elected:—President, Mr. 
J. H. Worboys; vice-presidents, Messrs. Eglin, Eggers, Ibbotson,; Nimmo, Wallace, Boyd, 
Littlejohn  and the Rev. Blackburne ; hon, secretary, Mr. F. W..K Deverell; hon. treasurer,! 
Mr.. A. Murie; Executive -Committee,; Messrs. Nimmo (chairman), McGirr. Ibbotson, Fuller, 
Rowntree. It was decided to open' the club net Monday with a social gathering. 'Already a 
large number have joined the club, and it is hoped to make the club a very live organisation  
10th March 1915 Wellington Education Board: Miss C Finlayson 
14th April 1915 The following pupils of Kilbirnie School have gained swimming certificates 
during this season : — Jessie Aiken, 3300 yds; Phyllis Giblin, 2700 yds; Mona Gray. 2200 
yds; Hazel Rawle, 1800 yds; Archie Rigg, 1400 yds; Ronga Price, 1100 yds; Katie Wallace 
and Albert Claridge, 1000 yds; Arthur Fegan and Frank Robinson, 700 yds; Gladys Murphy, 
Mervyn Clarke, and Ferdinand Croucher, 600 yd ; Minnie Bevan, Connie Gaudin, Marjorie 
Prestidge, George Ashley, Jack Williams, Fred Hyder, William Collier, Charlie Rogers, and 
Wilfred Buckmaster, 500 yds,' Horace Davies and Jack Shelly 450 yds ; Jean Coupland and 
Nell Rowntree, 400 yds; Edgar Palmer, 350 yds; Tom Durrant, 300 yds; Marian Smith and 
Eric Hurrell, 250 yds; May Solomon, George McIvor, Charlie Watt, Percy Robinson, and 



William Gaudin, 200 yds; Edward Isaacs, James Williamson, and James Innis, 150 yds; 
Arthur Mason, Ronald Rowntree, and Alex, Holland. 100 yds, 
1st May 1915 The committee of the Kilbirnie School, in its annual report, states that the 
number of pupils on the roll is about 400, the average roll-number 383, and the average 
attendance 343. The dux medal wab won by Gladys Chappell. The committee expresses the 
opinion that the present staffing of male teachers is unsatisfactory, in that there is only one 
male teacher on the staff besides the master, the remaining eight being female teachers. The 
boys of the Kilbirnie School are, says the committee, to be congratulated on winning the 
cricket school championship this season, The boys attached to the lite-saving class have also 
done good work, and deserve every credit for their success. 
4th May 1915 The annual meeting of householders at Kilbirnie was very poorly attended- Mr. 
J. Cheesman (chairman of committee) presided. The annual report (previously published) and 
balance-sheet were adopted. Some discussion ensued on a circular letter from the Pahiatua 
School Committee with reference to the medical inspection of schools, and ultimately the 
matter was referred to the incoming committee. The headmaster (Mr. Worboys) gave a 
supplementary report on the sports side of the school work  Votes of thanks were accorded 
the teaching staff, the committee, chairman, and secretary. The new committee, elected 
unopposed, consists of Messrs. J. Cheesman, M. G, Nasmith, G. M. Julius, C. E Worth, T. J. 
Bourke, R. J. Barnes, E. A- Allaway, A. Buckmaster, and A. G. Wallace. At a subsequent 
meeting of the committee, Mr. Cheesman was reelected chairman, and Mr. Nasmith secretary 
and treasurer. 
20th May 1915 Wellington Rugby Union: Several schools applied for footballs. Petone West 
and Mount Cook were each granted two, and Kilbirnie one. 
1st June 1915  KILBIRNIE SCHOOL'S BAZAAR. Indications of the interest that the young 
people are taking in the welfare of our soldiers continue to multiply daily. Another successful 
effort on their behalf was made last week, when a sale of goods held at Kilbirnie School 
realised the sum of over £40. The first idea, which was solely that of the senior girls, was to 
collect contributions from friends in the district for the purpose of holding a jumble-stall sale. 
The ready response, however, soon earned the project beyond the original intention, "with the 
result that the big schoolroom presented the scene of a crowded bazaar -room, with fancy 
china, sweets, flower, produce, and book stalls, besides the inevitable bran-tube. Another 
class-room was arranged as a tea-room, the girls adapting themselves admirably to the duties 
of waitresses. Mrs. Worboys, Mrs. Robinson, and members of the staff gave their assistance 
to the girls in their efforts, and Mr. A. G. .Wallace also helped. 
6th November 1915 Complete returns of the amounts collected by school children for the 
Belgian Children's Relief Fund are not yet in……. Kilbirnie School £100 
23rd November 1915 Wounded Soldiers sailors fund. Kilbirnie School proceeds of concert 
£12 2s 6d 
15th December 1915 Navy League Prizes Essay on "What Naval Disaster Would Mean to the 
British Empire, and to New Zealand in Particular." Kilbirnie (40 Essays).—Alberta 
Jorgensen, Hazel Rawle,, Edith Ayling, Eric Johnson. 
 



1916-1917	
1917 346 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C-25 Head £360.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C C-64 Assistant £270.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Benzoni Frances E S D-60 Assistant £190.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Gore Mary E D-94 Assistant £190.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Chatwin Fanny M C-86 Assistant £140.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Finlayson Catherine H C-84 Assistant £140.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie White Ella D C-96 Assistant £120.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Gray Ethel M   PT1 £55.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Parkinson Winifred E  PT2 £45.00 
1917 346 Kilbirnie Matthews Erica M  Probationer 2 £35.00 

List of staff was only published every 2nd year from 1915. 
Frances E S Benzoni  was  a pupil teacher at Thorndon 1895 to 1901. Then still as a teacher 
at Thorndon   1902 to 1905. From 1906 to  1915 she was assistant at Northland. Then from at 
least 1917 to till my records ended in 1923 Frances was teaching at Kilbirnie  as Infant 
Mistress 1921 and 1923 
4th December 1931 Miss F. E Benzoni, infant mistress at Kilbirnie, retired on 31st March, 
after over 36 years' service. She was at the Kilbirnie School from 1916.  
969/36426 Benzoni Frances Eleanor Sophia 92Y 
Mary E Gore only taught for the Wellington Education Board at to at least 1923 from 1917, 
in 1912 came to Wellington Training College from the Hawkes Bay 
Fanny M Chatwin 1911 and 1922 at Maranui. 1914 and 1915 Assistant at Pahautanui School  
and then 1917 and 1919 at Kilbirnie School Fanny resigned in March 1921 
Ethel M Gray was at Kilbirnie in 1917 and Lyall Bay in 1919 as a pupil teacher 
Winifred E Parkinson only listed  at Kilbirnie School as a pupil teacher in 1917 and 1919 
Erica M Matthews only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie. In 1917 as a 
probationer. In 1921 as a pupil teacher and 1923 as an assistant when my records end. 
1977/31710 Matthews Erica McGeachin 30 March 1898 
 26th January 1916 Wellington Education Board: ; Kilbirnie, painting roofs of school, 
residence, and sheds…….Kilbirnie, roof-painting, school' and residence, W. J. Monkhouse, 
£14 
31st January 1916 . Miss Gladys Worboys, daughter of Mr. J. H. Worboys, of Kilbirnie, has 
resigned her position under the Education Board, and is leaving for England by the Ruahine 
to take up Red Cross work. _ Miss Worboys has been associated with ambulance work for 
some time in Wellington.[In 1914 Miss Worboys was a substitute teacher at Mt Cook Boys’ 
School] 
29th March 1916 Wellington Education Board: The chairman reported that the committee 
appointed to meet with representatives of the Kilbirnie, Roseneath and Hataitai schools had 
come to an agreement respecting the boundaries of the schools in question………The 
representatives of the Roseneath and Kilbirnie school committees, the finance committee'? 
recommendations in -relation to Hataitai—that block 11, Evans Bay district, be added to the 
Roseneath district, and that in the meantime Roseneath be the main and Hataitai a side 
school—was agreed to. 



8th April 1916 SWIMMING PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES GAINED. 
The following pupils of -the Kilbirnie Public School have been awarded proficiency 
certificates for life-saving :— William Collier, Albert Claridge, John Shelley, Mervyn Clarke, 
James Hardy, Cyril Claridge, Frank Robinson, William Gaudin, David Laurie, and Robert 
King. 
Swimming certificates have been awarded to A. Claridge, 3000 yds; R. Price and 0. Gaudin, 
2000; K. Wallace and M. Clarke, 1800; M. Bevan, 1600; P. Robinson, 1200; G. McIvor and 
W. Collier, 1100; P Robinson and D. Lawrie, 1000; N. Wallace and C. Claridge, 800; J. 
Shelley, 700; A. Holland, P. Hyder, H. Cheesman, W. Gaudin, and A. Page, 600; M. . Barnes, 
D. Goldie, D. Graham, C. Iremonger, and C. Watt, 500; C. Rogers, R. Smith, N. Taylor, and 
M. Halliday, 400; L. Page, 350; N. Phillips, J. Hardy, R. Rawle, and H. Johns, 300; D. Barnes 
and J. Prestidge, 100. 
18th April 1916 KILBIRNIE. There was only a small attendance of householders 
at Kilbirnie. The headmaster reported that the average roll was 392 the average attendance 
357. There were 575 books in the school library; the boys won the senior B football grade. In 
swimming nine boys gained life-saving certificates and forty other certificates were gained by 
.scholars ’for three thousand yards down to one hundred yards. The roll of honour showed 
that 65 old boys had gone to the front, three of whom had’ Lost their lives (Major Richard 
Price and Privates John Keasbery and Edward Fisher). The children had collected £212 
during "the year for the wounded soldiers’ fund. The balance-sheet showed a balance in hand 
of £36 13s 2d. The report stated that the school, buildings had been thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected. The householders passed a vote of thanks to the headmaster (Mr Worboys) and 
his staff, and also the outgoing committee. 
The election, resulted as Chairman, Mr A. G. Jorgensen; secretary. Mr 
Stoupe; committee,. Messrs C. Worth, A; Buckmaster, A) Rose, A. Q. Wallace, J. Cheeseman 
3rd June 1916 At Kilbirnie, Dr. Newman, M.P, addressed the children in the schoolhouse 
at Kilbirnie. He said New Zealand was a small country with few-people, and it could not by 
itself prevent being taken, by a big enemy, any more, than three of the senior football team 
could play a fifteen of another school: -The only safety for New Zealand lay in being in 
friendly association with their cousins, then- own race in Great Britain, Canada, and 
Australia. All the boys and girls should remember this all their lives and be enthusiastic and 
loyal members of Greater Britain.  
15th June 1916 Wellington Education Board: Kilbirnie —Assistant, £120 to £140 
19th June 1916 Two young men named Worboys and North were riding a motor-cycle along 
the Evans Bay road yesterday morning when they collided with a motor-car. Both were taken 
to the hospital, where Worboys was found to be suffering from shock, while North had 
sustained some severe bruises and injuries to his left leg. Mr Worboys, who is a son of the 
headmaster of the Kilbirnie school, sufficiently recovered during the day to be taken to his 
home.  
22nd June 1916 Miss Gladys Worboys, formerly of the Education Board staff in Wellington 
(daughter of Mr J. H. Worboys, headmaster of the 'Kilbirnie School), who went to England to 
volunteer for Red Cross work, and her services accepted by the War Office immediately on 
arrival in London. Her period of training was completed in the General Hospital, Kensington. 
On June 1st Miss Worboys was fortunate enough to be placed in charge of a batch of 



wounded New Zealanders, who were unable to take part in the Anzac Day memorial 
procession, and 'who were given front seats in' Westminster Abbey during the ceremony.  
29th June 1916 Seventy-five ex-pupils of the Kilbirnie School have so far enlisted for active 
service,' and yesterday afternoon a roll of honour was unveiled by Dr. Newman,' M.P., there 
being a large attendance of children and a fair number of adults. The roll, which is placed, on 
a wall in the corridor, is only a temporary one, and when the war is over a permanent honour 
board will take its place. Among the names are those of Nurse Brandon, who joined the staff 
of nurses who went to Samoa, and Nurse Worboys, who is now serving with the New 
Zealand Nursing Division at the front. Three ex-pupils of the school have lost their lives 
while serving—Major R. Price and Ptes. E. Fisher and J. Keesbury. One whose name- is on 
the has won special distinction—Sergt. Herbert Fear, D.C.M……….. 
18th July 1916 Wellington Education Board appointments: Kilbirnie Infant Mistress Miss F E 
S Benzoni; Kilbirnie assistant Miss F M Chatwin 
21st July 1916 Kilbirnie School was declared the winner of the schools life-saving challenge 
shield, being the only entrant. Mr. Shields suggested that the Education Department be asked 
to set apart a day for life-saving demonstrations. This' would lead to enthusiasm being shown 
in regard to swimming and lifesaving. 
17th August 1916 The Kings Theatre: ix« last, two day* of the splendid travel film, “The All, 
Red Route, ' at the King's Theatre are announced. The picture has attained a great degree of 
popularity. Yesterday at the matinee a large number of children from Clyde 
Quay, Kilbirnie, and: Mitchelltown schools were present and appreciated the picture 
thoroughly. An excellent supporting programme is screened.  
28th September 1916 Wellington Education Board: A deputation from 
the Kilbirnie Committee waited upon the board to convey the committee's assent to the 
proposal to transfer a section of the Kilbirnie school district to the Roseneath district. 
26th October 1916 There is a little school difficulty in the Hataitai and Kilbirnie district. In 
September last there was opened at Hataitai a side school, a branch of Roseneath School. 
Parents in the neighbourhood are disposed to rush the .new school, and the board has had to 
define boundaries. At last meeting it decided to put into the Roseneath School district about 
half of Hataitai, leaving tho other half in Kilbirnie. This arrangement both school committees 
approved. The residents of Hataitai, apparently, do not approve, for a petition was presented 
to the board yesterday asking that the whole of Hataitai should be incorporated in Roseneath. 
The board resolved, put of hand, without so much as hearing the petition or examining, the 
signatures, not to vary the decision already made. 
2nd December 1916 The first box-opening of the Kilbirnie School branch of the Young 
Helpers' League of the Dr Barnardo's Homes took place on Thursday afternoon at the Hataitai 
Bowling Club's pavilion, where the children and their friends were entertained to afternoon 
tea by Mrs. assisted by Mrs. Greenslade and others. Mr. Worboys, headmaster, presided, and 
introduced Mrs. Seville (vice-president), who spoke on the subject of the work of the 
Barnardo Homes and suggested the forming of a senior branch to extend the work during the 
coming year. An excellent programme was provided by Miss Shepherd and Mrs. Fortune, 
assisted by Master Fergus Reeves and some of the school children. Miss Dunn (hon. 
treasurer) supervised the opening of the boxes. The contents, which were counted by Messrs. 
Shepherd and Forrest, amounted to £7 5s. 



14th December 1916 The following are the winners of certificates for the year:— 
ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES. M. Featonby, Ev. Mayer, Elsie Mayer, R. Jorgensen, M. 
Cheesman, L. Chapman, A. Fegan, E. Boyd, H. Cheesman, E. Worth, G. Crombie, F. 
Fogelberg, C. Jorgensen, L. Doile, F. Furkert, R. Alexander, F. Rowell. N. Pulsford, G. 
Lezard, V. Goodin, J. Cook, E. Weeds, W. Barrett, D. Glenri, H. Claridge, V. Russell, M. 
Sinclair, B. Barrett, J. Glenn, A. Saxen, J. McPhee, W. Collier, J. Williams, J. Shelley. V. 
Hutchings, D. Goldie, D. Dimes, G. McIvor, F. Hyder, A. Johnson, V. Boyd, R. Hazlewood, 
J. Sythes, R. Rawle, E. Nation, G. Cole", A. Featonby, N. Goldie, A. Wells, E. Wells M. 
Hewitt, D. Hoy. P. Brown, E. Brodie, ,E. Shaw, K. Gaby, R. Capper, F. Fogelberg, G. Cook, 
G. Williams.  
PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES. K. Wallace, E. Boyd, R. Jorgensen, M. Gilbertson, C. 
Gaudin, M. Phillips, M. Henderson, Ev. Mayer, Elsie Mayer, N. Kiene, L. Hyman, M. 
Featonby, W. Collier, J. Shelley, J. Linney, T. Dennis, M. Brown, H. Athea.  
COMPETENCY CERTIFICATES. M. Cheeseman, L. Chapman, F. Lamberg, J. Hills, F. 
Robinson, N. Phillips.  
Dux of School. —Kate Wallace. 
1st March 1917. Wellington Education Board: . Roseneath, admissions to Hataitai Side 
School.—The following arrangement approved; Admissions up to the fourth standard of —
(1) children who do not go to any school; (2) children who journey to town schools. Transfers 
from Kilbirnie school 'not to be accepted except in the case of removal of parents into the 
Roseneath district.  
12th March 1917 The following Kilbirnie School pupils have gained certificates for the 
distances set out below:—Albert Claridge (11 years), 3550 yards; Ronald Athea, Cyril 
Claridge; Alex. Iremonger, May McDonald, Lawrie Mason, Roland Rawle, Nancy .Wallace 
(8 years), Mavis Whitt, and Millie Barnes. 1800 yards; Barbara 1 Clark, Gordon Cole, 
William Gaudin, Alfred Page, John Prestidge, Beatrice Smith, and Wallace Sykes, 1000 
yards; Mavis Halliday and Eileen Wells, 800 yards; Keith Kinniburg, George McIvor , and 
Ngaire Taylor, 700 yards; Percy Holloway, Cyril Iremonger, Connie Jorgenson, Raymond 
Sneddon, and Allan Townsend, 600 yards; Frederic Hyder, 550 yards; Eileen Brady, Dorothy 
Dixon, Gillespie Edwards, Violet Hutchings, John Sythes, Rita Penney, Raymond Smith, and 
Eric Worth, 500 yards; Harold Claridge, Sidney Collier, Elsie Fairclough, '400 yards; Doris 
Barnes, George Crombie, Lawrie Doyle, Howard Hodgkinson, Thomas Innes, Herbert Johns, 
Noreen Phillips, George Reeves,' Norman Robinson, May Talbot, Glyn Taylor, and Alice 
Thornley, 300 yards ; Robert Alexander, Arthur Hodgkinson, Ronald McKenzie, Alfred 
Robinson, Clifford Vernon, and Molly Townsend, 200 yards; Hilda Blick, Rita Clark, Pearl 
de Lisle, Myrtle de Lisle, Lily Featonby, Doris Hoy, Katie Johns, Noel Robinson, and Myrtle 
Andrews, 100 yard 
21st March 1917 Wellington City Council: The following letter was received from the 
secretary of the Kilbirnie School Committee: 1—"I am instructed to convey to your council 
the thanks and appreciation of the Kilbirnie School Committee for the fine range of books 
which have been placed at the school's disposal for its library. Great credit is due to the chief 
librarian for his care in selection. The scheme itself is deserving of the highest eulogies, and 
must prove of Wellington high educative value to the schools who are privileged to 
participate 



27th March 1917 Wellington School Committee Association: he secretary (Mr. Jorgensen) 
announced that he had resigned from the Kilbirnie School Committee, and had therefore 
ceased to be a member of the association 
27th March 1917 Wellington School Committee Association: the matter of taking steps to 
bring about on improvement in school children’s writing was brought before the meeting by 
the Kilbirnie School Committee. After a short discussion the matter was deferred for further 
inquiry.  
1st May 1917 A fair attendance of householders at Kilbirnie was presided over by Mr. J. J. 
Clark. The annual report, which was adopted, showed that at the end of the year 372 children 
were on the roll, and the average attendance had been '357. The following committee was 
elected : Messrs. J. J. Clark, T. G. Gillespie, G, M. Julius, H. D. Mee ,S. Boss, E. G. 
Robertson, C. F. Worth, and A. G. Wallace. 
8th May 1917 Women’s Teachers’ Association:  The report stated that two members had 
retired on superannuation —Miss McKenzie from Petone and Miss Marchbanks 
from Kilbirnie. 
25th May 1917 The' Sixth Standard of the Kilbirnie School organised a, sale of work,. which 
was opened by, the Mayoress, Mrs. J. P. Luke, and the satisfactory .sum. of '£66 was realised 
for the Trench Comforts Fund. 
6th June 1917 The school desks in Kilbirnie school are no doubt very.' comfortable and 
serviceable for their daily occupants the school children, but when, as was the case at 'a 
mooting of the . Kilbirnie Ratepayers’ Association, held in the school there last night, they 
accommodated fully-grown ratepayers—some of them on the portly appeared anything  
comfortable or serviceable. However, those present made the best of the seats offered thorn. 
At any rate the atmosphere engendered by school desks, school maps, etc,, appeared to have a 
stimulating effect for the-time-being on responsible ratepayers. playful remarks were made 
before the serious business of' the evening was discussed, “please, sir, can I go out,” inquired 
the bearded ratepayer querulously. “No. you cannot’’ severely replied another ratepayer; 
“You should have gone out before you came in.” 
17th July 1917 There is a-very fine record in the matter of swimming to the credit of 
the Kilbirnie School. During the past year  the school has gained no fewer than 68 certificates 
for distances ranging from 100 yards to 3554 yards and has also won for the second time in 
succession the life-saving shield competition open to all the schools in the Wellington district. 
Instruction in the natatorial art was given by the teachers of the school. 
28th July 1917 As announced in The Post some time ago, the Kilbirnie School Committee has 
decided to erect a war memorial fences, together with a Roll of Honour of "old boys" who 
have fallen, at the foot of the school grounds in Moxham-avenue. The estimated cost of the 
memorial is in the vicinity of £250, and various schemes have been evolved with the object of 
raising this sum. .A two days' "fair" will be held towards the end of next month in order to 
assist the project. Yesterday, a . bottle-gathering campaign, was commenced by the children, 
and at the end of the day 9062 bottles of every description had been stacked in the school 
yard.  One boy alone collected 1670 bottles, and the campaign was proceeding successfully 
to-day 



30th July 1917  The bottle collection campaign by the Kilbirnie school children in aid of ‘the 
fund for erecting a war memorial fence was brought to. a close on .Saturday afternoon; The 
total number collected was 12,127, and it is hoped' that their sale will realise about- £50. 
4th August 1917 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, —Whilst a very laudable object is now being undertaken to improve 
the surroundings of this school, there is a very necessary adjunct missing from the buildings 
forming this educational centre. Seeing that the school committeemen have taken on 
themselves the erection of a. suitable fence and a memorial to the men (past scholars) who 
have made the supreme sacrifice, is it not a legitimate claim and a pressing necessity that a 
cooking room should be added by the Education Department for the convenience of the 
scholars of this populous district? At present the pupils who have reached a certain Standard 
are compelled to attend the cooking class at the Wellington South School. There are many 
things which readily rise in a parent's mind in opposition to this compulsion to travel such a 
long way for what may be an optional subject at examination time. The distance the child has 
to travel is the crux of the whole matter, because the subject is one that all girls should learn 
and were Kilbirnie given its due by the erection of a cooking room would certainly bring a 
great deal of ease to parents' minds and remove a cause for existing friction between 
departmental rules and the rights of the parent" to look after the highest welfare of the 
child.—l am, etc., A PARENT. 1st August. 
8th August 1917 Navy League:  Arrangements are being made to form school branches 
at Kilbirnie, Mount Cook, and Karori. Addresses' will be given to the scholars at these 
schools during the present month 
30th August 1917 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. 
WAR MEMORIAL FAIR! AR . MEMORIAL - FAIR! GRAND OPENING TO-MORROW 
At 3. TO-MORROW TO-MORROW At 3. TO-MORROW TO-MORROW At 3. TO-
MORROW TO-MORROW At 3. TOMORROW And Continuously FRIDAY EVENING and 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON and EVENING. Speakers: Dr. A. K. Newman, M.P.; J. P. Luke, 
Esq., 0.M.G.; and the Hon. J. G. W, Aitken. Special Decorations! Allies Stalls! Sideshows! 
Pipe, Patriotic, and Miramar Bands! N.Z. Natives' Orchestra, Turner's Mandolin Band. 
Concerts and, Special Attractions, Afternoon Tea. On request, ALL CARS atop-at-School' 
Gates. , . You are expected along. Admission* A. G. WALLACE, Secretary. 
1st September 1917 IN HONOUR OF THE FALLEN . Yesterday afternoon a fair was 
opened in the Kilbirnie School. for the purpose of assisting a fund with which it is proposed 
to erect a memorial fence in honour, of the' teachers' and ex-pupils who have-fallen in the 
war. It is known-for certain that one hundred and twenty ex-pupils and . masters have gone to 
the war, and of these nine have made the great sacrifice of their lives in the cause of-freedom 
Honours have been gained by some of them, C. Copeland and E. Taylor h  having won the 
Military Cross, B Fear the DCM., and V. Canty the Military Medal. From these numbers it 
will, be seen that the record of the Kilbirnie School is ono lo be very proud of, Another 
interesting feature in connection with the fair was to. he found in the fact that it was open on 
the twenty-first anniversary of the. .day upon which Mr. Worboys, the headmaster, first began 
to teach at the school., Very great preparations had been made for the fair; and the. 
decorations which had  been carried, out throughout the school were very- effective. Flags, 
wero hung in every room, and the ceilings were Hidden-from, sight by elaborate designs 



carried out in coloured paper by a returned soldier, Private Laere. They were very successful 
in their effect, and branches of. foliage, studded with artificial flowers, as well as lycopodium 
and numbers of flags, made each room and every stall very, gay and attractive. The names of 
the Allies were attached to each of the latter, and a- white lattice work still further added' to 
the decorative effect of each room. Throughout- the corridors lycopodium, flowers, foliage, 
and flags were used for decorative purposes, and the school roll of honour was made a special 
feature of the arrangements. ………… 
1st September 1917  wonderful transformation took place at the Kilbirnie School yesterday, 
the occasion being the opening of the fair, which it is hoped will considerably augment the 
funds necessary to erect a War Memorial Fence and Roll of Honour to those ex-pupils of the 
school who have fallen. Extensive preparations were carried out before hand, and by the time 
the opening ceremony was set down for, the interior of the school was entirely transformed. 
Gaily coloured streamers of paper were carried across the ceilings, flags and foliage hid 'the 
walls from sight, and there was not a room that was not attractive and pleasing to the eye. 
There were a number of various stalls—all doing good business —and to each of these the 
name of one of the Allies was attached, and the decorations carried out in accordance with the 
national colours of the various nations. The credit for the highly successful and original 
decorations is due to a returned soldier, Private Lucre. 
The names of the stalls and the stallholders are as under :—Produce (France) —Mrs. Clark, 
Misses Marchbanks, Benzoni, Kathleen Esson, Rita Penny, Nellie Keene, and Barbara Clark. 
Plain and Fancy (Japan)—Mesdames Mawhinney, Lovett, Feltham, Pritchard, Mason, and 
Reay, Misses Edie Buckmaster and Belle Halliday. Sweets (Russia) —Mesdames Wallace, , 
Misses Chatwin, Mathews, Mavis Phillips, Kate Wallace, Alberta Jorgensen, and Phyllis' 
Price. Cakes (Belgium)— Mrs. Stoupe, Misses Tobin, Jorgensen (2), and Hodgkinson. 
Jumble (U.S.A.)—Misses Williams and Finlayson, Mesdames Pulford, Gordon, and 
Greenslade. Books (Portugal)— Messrs. Feltham, F. and B. Robinson, Feilding, •Fisher, and 
V. Boyd. Toys (Britain)— Mr. Mcc, Mesdames Frank Robinson, Halliday, Misses White, 
May McDonald, Mavis Halliday, and Noreen Phillips. Flowers (Italy)—Mesdames Warboys, 
Huggins, Misses Parkinson, Gray, and Benzoni. Marble Bar (Servia)—Misses Mason, 
Gilchrist (2), Mesdames Brereton, and Duck. Fairy Bower—Mesdames Nation and 
Hutchings. Tea Room - Mr. E. G. Robertson and special staff of assistants. Sideshows and 
Decoration Committee —Messrs. Pulsford, Gillespie, Lovett, Fisher, Worth, Ainsworth, 
Jorgensen, Stoupe,  Thompson, Wiley, Wilson, Travers, Ross, Philpott, Julius, and Hulse. 
Included in the incidental attractions were various competitions, for-tune-telling, bran tubs, 
skittle alley, hoop la, etc.  
The opening ceremony took place in the biggest schoolroom, a raised dais having been 
erected at one end. The guests of the afternoon were the Mayor (Mr. J. P. Luke, C.M.G.), the 
Hon. J. G. W. Aitken, M.L.C., and Mr. W.  Allan. Mr. J. J. Clark, Chairman of of the School 
Committee, welcomed the visitors. Brief addresses were given by Mr. Luke and Mr. Allan, 
who referred to the fine record the school possessed, and of the value which such a memorial 
as was proposed would be to future generations. The Hon. J. G. W. Aitken then opened the 
fair. During the course of the speeches, it was mentioned that over 120 men had gone to the 
front from the school, and of these nine had lost their lives. Reference was also made to the 



fact that four old boys had been awarded decorations—one D.C.M., one Military Medal, and 
two Military Crosses.- 
The fair was continued last evening and will conclude this evening. 
3rd September 1917 The War Memorial Fair at the Kilbirnie School will be continued this 
evening as a final clearance, and for the delivery of goods.  
21st December 1917 Proficiency Certificates. 
R. Athea, John Williams, V. Boyd, A. Claridge, E. Worth, K. Esson, E. Mayer, M. Halliday, 
M. McDonald, M. Featonby, L. Featonby, C. Godber, M. Fielding, B. Gaby, R. Haywood, E. 
Penny, B. Warcup.  
Competency Certificates. A. Townsend. A. Robinson, A. Johnson, C. Chapman, B. Austin, R. 
Goodwin, V. Hutchings, A. Fegan, N. Phillips, B. Clark, M. Andrews, N. Tayler. Attendance 
Certificates. Barbara Clark, Betty Gaby, Rita Penny, Lily Featonby, Allan Johnson, Fled 
Hyder, Eric Worth, Evelyn Mayer, May McDonald, Robert Alexander, Cyril Claridge, Arthur 
Hodgkinson, Laurence Doile, Howard Hodgkinson, Gordon Sando, Glyn Taylor, John 
Sythes, Thomas Innes, Raymond Smith, Evangeline Page, Ida Dorset, Alice Dorset, Freda. 
Fogelberg, Connie Jorgenson, Venetia McLeod, Edward Nation, Stanley Porter, Willian 
Phillips, Noel Pulsford, William Gaby,' Arthur Featonby, Vernon Grove, Gordon Littlejohn, 
Fred Stoupe, Roland Rawle, Muriel Hewitt, Millicent Edwards, Verica Goodin, Jean Hutson, 
Edna Sneddon, Eileen Wells, William Barrett, James Capper, Robert Duncan, Fredk. Rowel], 
Emily Edwards, Helen Fisher, Kathleen Gaby, Eileen Howison, Rowley Capper, Philip 
Phillips, Jack Glen, Stanley Ridley, Leslie Brannigan, Fred. Fogelberg, Noel Robinson, Ethel 
Bradbury, Amy Page, Brenda Barret, Margaret Fisher, Zelda Hotter, Thomas Fisher, Colin 
Clark, John Clark, John McPhee, Roy Athea, Jean Carr, Jean Doile, Mona Mulford, Annie 
Saren, Ruth Rawle, Russell Rawle, Clifford Brannigan, Eliza Fisher. 

1918-1919	
1919 365 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C-25 Head £420.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C B-57 Assistant £340.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Benzoni Frances E S D-61 Assistant £265.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Scott Mary (iii) C-67 Assistant £255.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Chatwin Fanny M C-84 Assistant £195.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Finlayson Catherine H C-83 Assistant £190.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Gore Mary E D-90 Assistant £165.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Hunt Benjamin W B D-104 Assistant £155.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Parkinson Winifred E  PT1 £85.00 
1919 365 Kilbirnie Dawson Jack T J  Probationer 1 £65.00 

Mary Scott started as a teacher for the Wellington Education Board in 1909 at Maranui 
School  [Later renamed Lyall Bay] in 1909 until 1911. She then was at Newtown in 1912 to 
1914. At Te Aro 1915 to at least 1917. In 1919 she was at Kilbirnie. In 1921 at Mount Cook 
Boys’ and 1923 at Miramar South. All as assistant teacher. 
9th September 1938 With' the death of Miss Mary Scott last week a life of unusual activity 
and service to the community was brought to a close. Born in Edinburgh, she went at an early 
age to South Africa, and a few years later she came to New Zealand, where she remained. 
Miss Scott began her long career as a teacher under the Wanganui Education Board in the 



Palmerston North district, and later taught in several schools in the Wellington district. The 
love and respect in which she was held bore witness to the attractiveness and integrity of her 
character. Courage, patience, courtesy, and humour were blended to form a personality of 
great value, not only in the educational life of the Dominion, but also in church work, and, 
after her retirement from the teaching profession, in business. The eldest of a family of eight, 
Miss Scott is survived by four brothers and three sisters, Messrs. Arthur Scott (Invercargill), 
John Scott (Wellington), Bruce Scott (Auckland), Alex. Scott (Wellington), Mrs. Worsfold 
(Hastings), Mrs. Hewitt, and Mrs. Campbell (Auckland). In recognition of her work as a 
deaconess, a memorial service will be held in the City Temple, Lorne Street, on Sunday 
evening next 
Benjamin W B Hunt only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie in 1919. In 
1921 was teaching for the Taranaki Education Board at the Oeo School [Between Hawera and 
Opunake] 
Jack T J Dawson only taught as a probationer around 1919 at Kilbirnie School 
25th March 1918 The following pupils of the Kilbirnie School have gained certificates for the 
undermentioned distances:— C. Claridge, 3550 yds.; L. Mason, 3000 yds.; A. Iremonger, 
2650 yds  .; N. Wallace, 2000 yds.; F. Hyder, Norman Robinson, G. Cole, G. Sowman, C. 
Jorgenson, N. McLeod, M Edwards, 1800 yds.; M. Talbot, 1775 yds.; J. Prestidge, 1400 yds.; 
W, Sykes, 1300 Yds.; W. Williams, Alfred Page, 1200 yds.; W. Gaudin, J. Main, B. Smith, 
1100 yds.: E. Sadd, I. lunes, S. Collier, J. Russell, L. Doyle, R. Sneddon, M, de Lisle, D. 
Dixon, 1000 yds.; P. Holloway, 900 yds.; H. Claridge, 800 yds.; I. Dorset,-V. Hutchings, 700 
yds.; J. Sythes, G. Edwards, G. Littlejohn, K. Kinniburgh, E. Wells, M. Booth; A. Thornley, 
A. Dorset, 600 yds.; R. Smith, K. Johns, H. G. Blick, 0. Thornley, L. Page, G. Gordon, E. 
Edwards, 500 yds.; E. Purnell, R. Johns, M. Townsend, Amy Page, R. Alexander, W. Gooch, 
11. Clark, J. Clark, R. Rawle, 400 yds.; E. Hutchings, 350 yds.; N. Rogers, E. Warcup, Neil 
Robinson, A. Hodgkinson, R. McKenzie, H. Johns, 300 yds.; H. Hodgkinson, L. Featonby, 
250 yds.; A. Compton. J. Weine, — Brownlee, E. Pritchard, A. Wells, 200 yds.; J. Hedley, — 
Morgan, M. Buckeridge, N. Lamb, F. Fogelberg, M. McWhannell, E. Richards, Ruth Rawle, 
P. Dennis, R. Furniss, M. Jones, 100 yds. 
17th April 1918 Members of the Education Board will to-morrow afternoon pay official visits 
of inspection to the Berhampore, Kilbirnie, and Miramar schools. At this morning's meeting 
of the board the chairman (the Hon. J. G. W. Aitken) said, in reply to a question, that the 
matter of new schools and other matters had to be considered in connection with the places 
named.  
23rd April 1918 In sharp contrast, with last year's annual meeting of Hataitai and Kilbirnie 
householders to elect the School Committee, was the very large  Meeting held in 
the Kilbirnie schoolroom last evening. Mr. J. J. Clark was voted to the chair. The annual 
report, which was read and adopted, said that several improvements had been, carried. out to 
the school property during, the ,year, and in view of the recent visit of inspection made .by, 
the, board, it was confidently, hoped that some good results might be-forthcoming. In 
November last in conjunction with other eastern suburban schools, £150 had been .handed 
over to ,the King George Navy Fund while in May, as the outcome of a function, £58 had 
been realised for patriotic purposes. For the purpose of- providing money to erect a new 
school fence and war memorial, a fair' had been held,, and the gratifying sum of £228 '9s lOd 



had been obtained. Mr. Warboys (headmaster), in delivering his report, stated that the school 
register stood at 409, while the average attendance for last year was 346. The . school's 
football team has won the Junior Football Championship. The work of the. scholars had been 
satisfactory and had been commended by the inspectors. The following committee was 
elected :— Messrs. J. J. Clark (chairman), A. G. , Wallace- (secretary), 1 A. G. Jorgensen, C. 
J. Lovett, E. E. Stoupe,' H.D. Mee, J. Gillespie, C. F. .Worth, G. M. Julius; delegates to 
School Committees'. Association, Messrs. J. J. Clark and A. G. Wallace 
14th November 1918 Flu Epidemic: A preliminary meeting was held in the infant 
school, Kilbirnie, this morning. ' Mr. Gray presided, and urgent cases were dealt with. 
Arrangements were made to fit up an inhalation chamber in the district  
11th December 1918 The following , pupils of the Kilbirnie School have gained certificates: 
— Proficiency.—H. Abbott, E. Alexander, G. Cole, A. Compton, G. Edwards, W. Gaudin, N. 
Gillespie, C. Harris, E. Hobman, F. Hyder, T. Innes, E. Luff, AI. Perrin, G. Sundo, H. 
Sunsum, J. Sythes, E. Smith, AV. Williams, M. Buckeridge, D. Dimes, E. Goodwin, F. 
Fogelberg, A. Hamilton. V. Hutchings, N. McLeod, M McWhannell, E. Page, K. Pritchard, E. 
Purnell, M Talbot, A. Thornley, W. Warcup, G. Whitmarsh.  
Endorsed Competency.—l. Dorset, M. Riddle. 
 Competency.—N. Robinson, E. Sneddon, E. Chappell. 
" Attendance (certificates to be distributed after the holidays).-Standard VI: R.. Alexander, N. 
Gillespie, C. Harris, F. Hyder, G. Sando, N. Robinson, R. Smith, R. Sneddon, ,T. Sythes, C. 
Claridge, T. Dorset, F. Fogelberg. N. McLeod, A. Warcup. Standard V : B. Colledge, E. 
Durrant, V Grove, A. Hodgkinson, H. Hodgkinson, C. Knight, G. Lezard, 11. Newton, J. 
Russell, J. Cook, A. Dimes, A r . Goodwin, ,T. Hutson, A r . Martin, E. Sneddon, E. Wells. 
Standard IV: W. Barrett, E, Duncan, V, Harris. C. Lovatt, G. Morgan, E. Robinson, F. 
Rowell, |E Shaw, B. Durrant. K. Gaby, M Hewitt, J. Main, M. Pym, N. Wallace, A. Wells, H. 
Fisher. Standard III: L. Branigan, R. Capper, A. Colledge, G. Curtis, A. Duncan, F. 
Fogelberg, D. Glen, L. Meier. M. Aulin, B. Barrett, D. Gooch, D. Howison, A. Page, E. 
Sherwood, M. Sinclair, E. Turner, I. Wilson. D. Wing. Standard II: J. Capper, C. Clark, A. 
Dray, J. McPhee, .J. Doile, M. Hodgkinson, M. Peacock, B. .Williams. Standard 1: C. 
Branigan, W. Duncan, H. Shaw, W. Redgrave, .C. Durrant D. Page, L. Sinclair, E. Fisher, L. 
Talbot. Class 1: F. Gooch, W. Reay, M. Meier, E. Hird, S. Corbett, S. Morgan.   
17th December 1918 At the usual monthly meeting of the Kilbirnie school committee on 
Tuesdays evening last a motion was carried unanimously expressing to the chairman of the 
Epidemic Committee (Mr J. J. Clark and his associates the greatest thanks of the community 
for the very excellent' work accomplished during "the recent very trying ordeal. Members of 
the committee each gave expressions of appreciation, and it was considered that 
the Kilbirnie district, through the great efforts of those responsible. had been very fortunate 
compared to other districts. True patriotism was abundantly demonstrated by all workers and 
the thanks of householders were expressed through the school committee 
11th February 1919 Mr B W B Hunt appointed 
12th February 1919 . Wellington  Corps, St. John Ambulance Brigade Overseas Miss 
Worboys, of Kilbirnie, another member of the division, who returned about a year ago "after 
very strenuous work in English hospitals, is unfortunately in very poor health, the  result of 
her labours. Other members of the division are still continuing war work. 



18th February 1919  Mr. J. H. Worboys, headmaster of the Kilbirnie School 'who underwent 
an operation at Davis-street Private Hospital yesterday morning, is progressing satisfactorily. 
20th February 1919 Hataitai School:  Mr. Clark, chairman of the Kilbirnie School Committee, 
said that the lower standard? were full in Kilbirnie 'and Roseneath. But these schools were not 
overcrowded in the upper standards, 60 that the extension of the Hataitai school on that 
ground was not justified 
28th February 1919 GRAND CONCERT. GRAND CONCERT. GRAND CONCERT. 
Proceeds in aid of KILBIRNIE SCHOOL PRIZE AND , PICNIC FUNDS. The Special 
Programme includes Dorothy Dixon, May Talbot, Rita Goodwin, Eileen Brady, Marjorie 
Buckeridge, Beatrice Smith, Winston McCarthy (the Miniature Harry Lauder), Thelma 
Aitken, Montague Gilmore, George Peek, Norman Buckman, Norman Aitken, Leonard C. 
Barnes, Albert Russell, Frank Thomas, and the Kilbirnie Orchestra . under Mr. R. Sutherland. 
Decorations kindly lent by D.I.C. Tickets, Is; Children, 6d. No reserves. Doors, 7.30; Motors, 
10.15. A. G. WALLACE, Secretary 
3rd March 1919 t was good to hear the ring of childish laughter and note the happy faces of 
the youngsters at St. Thomas's Hall, Newtown, on Saturday night, on the occasion of the 
Kilbirnie School's concert. With the object of swelling the picnic funds the concert was 
promoted, and undoubtedly it was a sound financial proposition, as the building was crowded 
to the doors. Both the overture and the entr'acte furnished by the :Kilbirnie Orchestra were 
much appreciated. A large number of the items were supplied by scholars from the Kilbirnie 
School, while the remainder of - the programme consisted of contributions by some of 
Wellington's best talent. A sweet duet .by Misses D. Dixon and M. Talbot was followed by a 
recitation •by Miss R. Goodwin. A small girl, Eileen Brady, played a piano solo really well, 
and was accorded unstinted applause. Miss M. Buckeridge won the admiration of all in a 
dainty dance and was most deservedly encored. A recitation by Miss B. Smith and a song by. 
Miss D. Dixon were very successful. An excellent item was furnished by Miss Thelma 
Aitken, who gave the humorous recitation, "The Matinee Hat." Much taste and sympathy 
were exhibited by Mi. Montague Gilmour in a tenor solo, which was followed by "For the 
Green," rendered by Mr. Norman Buckman in: spirited fashion. Mr. L. C. Barnes. gave an 
artistic interpretation of " Blow; Blow, Thou Wintry Wind," and was delightful in his encore 
number, ' " The Floral Dance." Mr. Norman Aitken and Mr. Albert Russell were great 
favourites and kept the audience in fits of .laughter. Master Winston McCarthy, who is so 
well known to 'Wellington audiences, added to his laurels. He was vigorously encored. Mr.. 
Frank Thomas proved an efficient accompanist. Mr. A. Wallace was a favourite with the 
children; he kept them in roars of laughter. 
10th March 1919 On- Saturday last the Kilbirnie Schoolchildren, accompanied by the school 
staff, parents, and committee,: to the number of about 700, held- a most successful picnic at 
Day's Bay, under exceptionally fine weather conditions. Special cars conveyed the picnic 
party from the school to. the ferry wharf. At the Bay sports and games were entered into 
vigorously, and resulted as follows : 
Boys.—Championship : Grove 1, Porter 2, Lauchlan 3. Standard 3 : No. 1 heat, Lezard, 
Kinniburgh, Hodgkinson; No. 2 heat, Collier, College, Nation; No. 3 heat, Sneddon, Doyle, 
Hodgkinson/.No. 4 heat, Newtown, Sadd, McConachie and' Mason (tie).  
Girls.. —, Championship, , Misses, McWhannell, Hudson. Standard No. 6: Heat No.  



The school staff and committee-worked hard for the success of the picnic, and their efforts 
were well rewarded. [NB the full result list was not copied] 
29th March 1919 The following pupils of Kilbirnie School have been awarded certificates for 
the swimming season just ended ; — A. Iremonger, 3000 yds; N. Wallace, 2100; E. Sadd, 
2000; J. Russell, 1800; B. Smith, 1300; S. Collier, L. Doile, R. Sneddon, M. Edwards, 1200; 
I. Dorset, E. Jorgensen, V. Martin, J. Sullivan, J. Julius, K. Johns, L. Page, 1000; B. Colledge, 
j. Clark, 900; J. Riddle, V. Edwards, 880; T. Nation, V. Harris, 800; A. Dorset, 720; J. 
Holland, G. Littlejohn, 700'; E. Howison, E. Wells, 640; A, Harris, W. Sykes, G. Lezard, 600; 
V. Russell, 570; M. Hart, M. Julius, 560; A. Colledge,- J. Sissons, K. Brownlee, W. Gaby, H. 
Hodgkinson, E. Edwards, 500; N. Lamb, N. Rogers, 480; 0. Thornley, 420; M. Booth, D. 
Howison, K. McConachie, L. Taylor, J. Jenkins, H. Robinson, K. Kinniburgh, R. Clark, 400; 
M. Jones, 330; M. De Lisle, R. Rowle, A. Wells, 320; M. Hewitt, J. Weine, F. Fogelberg, R. 
Duncan, R. Robinson, A. Hodgkinson, N. Robinson, R. Furniss, 300; P. Martin, B. Williams, 
M. Tolan, 250; G. Carr, H. Fisher, 240; M. Sinclair, 225 ;W. Rowell, S. Haywood, E. 
Richards, E. Wells, 200; A. Page, E. Hutchings, P. Dennis, E. Sneddon, 160; G. Sarginson, 
150; G. Ridley 125; N Hewitt, 120; S. Ridley, L. Jones, R. Capper, R. Alexander, H. Newton, 
W. Barrett, V. Cable, A. McPhee, R. McKenzie, I. Bayfield, G. Williams, 100. 
15th May 1919 A work of special importance has been begun in the city schools in the 
provision of simple instruction in home nursing for the senior girls. Dr Ada Paterson, of the 
Education Department, and School-Nurse Willis visited Kilbirnie School this week and gave 
instructions to the girls on the principles and practice of nursing; The girls were shown how 
to make sick beds, take temperatures, sponge patients, and so on, and wore taught the 
principles of sick diet. The instruction, which was given with < practical demonstrations, was 
much appreciated by both pupils and teachers. It is intended to give similar instruction and 
demonstrations at other schools. 
16th July 1919 Wellington Education Board: Grants authorised were £3165 for the addition, 
to the Kilbirnie School 
21st July 1919 By special cars, whereon the overcrowding regulations were perforce, a dead 
letter, on foot, by any means, at their disposal the two thousand odd school children from the 
southern district schools of the city and suburbs made their way well before the appointed 
time to their rendezvous at Clyde-quay just down from Courtney-place. Strangely enough, the 
young folk took the proceedings in quite a matter-of-fact manner at. first, whatever may have 
been their convictions—rightly founded as it proved— that their demonstration was to be the 
most spectacular and delightful of any, but smiles and laughter ran riot when flags, and flags 
to spare, were distributed. Every child had one flag, the fortunate ones, by strategy, 
pardonable on such an occasion, or by mere good luck, had two, while all wore on one 
shoulder streamers of red, white, and blue, and on £he other their school 
favours. …….. Clyde-quay mustered four hundred odd children from the third and higher 
standards ,Lyall Bay 200, South Wellington 300, Mount' Cook Boys' 400/ Mount Cook Girls' 
150, Berhampore 235, and Kilbirnie 200. A humorous touch was given by an exhibit from the 
London Motor School—not a. regular school, but still a school—a rattle-trap car that rattled 
and creaked' along at the tail of the procession……… 
25th August 1919 TENDERS are invited up to Noon on A SATURDAY, the 30th instant, .for 
the Erection of "WAR MEMORIAL" PALISADE WALL AND GATES (in brick and 



timber), together with EXCAVATION, CONCRETE PATHS AND STEPS, ETC., for the 
KILBIRNIE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. ..' Plans and specifications may be obtained from the 
Architect— '-. WILLIAM FIELDING, F.N.Z.A., Evening Post Buildings,' Willis-street. 
5th September 1919 Wellington Education Board appointment. Kilbirnie Miss M E Gore 
5th September 1919 A presentation was made at Kilbirnie School last Friday to Miss Ella 
Whit« on the occasion of her resignation prior to being married. In making the presentation, 
which included Doulton ware and cutlery from the School Committee, Mr. Worboys, 
headmaster, made reference to Miss White's valuable services during the past five years: On 
Monday afternoon another pleasant little function took place at Mrs. Clark's residence, when 
the school boys entertained Miss White at tea and presented her with a handsome case of 
soup ladles. 
15th September  1919 Mr. A. Perrin, who for many years was secretary of 
the Kilbirnie School Committee and has always taken a keen interest in all school matters, 
has presented to the school a handsome shield in memory of his son, Francis Desmond Perrin, 
an ex-pupil of the school, who was killed in action at Sailly-au-Bois on 15th May, 1918. The 
shield, which is the workmanship of the firm of S. G. Boss, has a rosewood base, and a 
delicately chased silver centre on a ebony backing. Above the inscribed centre is the late 
Rifleman Perrin's Liverpool's Own badge in gold and placed round the main shield are small 
silver tablets on which will be engraved the name of the dux of the school each year. The 
shield will probably be handed over to the school this week. 
17th September 1919 Wellington Education Board: Miss E D White assistant Kilbirnie 
resigned. 
5th December 1919 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. BREAK-UP CONCERT REAK-UP CONCERT 
And PRIZE GIVING, - . PRIZE GIVING,THURSDAY NEXT, at 8 p.m. THURSDAY 
NEXT, at 8 p.m. ST. THOMAS'S HALL, NEWTOWN. ' ST. THOMAS'S HALL, 
NEWTOWN. Wellington's best talent performing. Be one of the crowd. NO EARLY 
DOORS  
10th December 1919 The Kilbirnie .School is ' holding a break-up concert and' prize-giving 
tomorrow evening at St. Thomas's Hall, Newtown, ,and a special programme has been 
arranged, including items by the school children assisted by a number of well-known 
performers.  
13th December 1919 St. Thomas's Hall was crowded to the doors on Thursday night, on the 
occasion of the break-up and prize-giving concert of the Kilbirnie School. The songs of the 
youngsters of the infant classes were quaint and attractive to a degree, and much credit is due 
to Misses Parkinson and Chatwin for training the children for the Nursery Rhymes, which 
were sang in costume. Other items on a long and attractive programme were contributed by 
the Kilbirnie orchestra (conducted by Mr. R. Sutherland), Misses Thelma Aitken, E. 
Buckmaster, L. Chapman, Mavis Phillips, and E. Brown and Messrs. Norman Aitken, George 
Peck, R. Crayton, E. Fuller, and Professor Howard. Some excellent talent was also shown by 
pupils of the school : R. Smith, N. Wallace, E. and R. Sneddon, M. Buckeridge, and Winston 
McCarthy. Mr. F. Thomas presided at the piano. The prizes were presented by the chairman 
of the school committee, as follows :  
Dux of School: Nancy Hewitt,  
Standard VI. : Eric Sadd and Gwen Brownlee.  



Standard V. : Vere Harris, and Jean McKenzie.  
Standard IV. : Willie Barret and Gwen Carr.  
Standard III : Ernest McConchie and Gwen yon Hartitzsch.  
Standard 11. : Arthur Harris and Louisa Hannah.  
Standard I.': Russell Rawle, Joyce Millner, and Stella Corbett.  
Upper Infants: Fred Mitchell and Elva Cameron.  
Lower . Infants : Stewart Mitchinson and Clarice Turner.  
SPECIAL WRITING PRIZES.  
Standard VI. : Reginald Durrant and Alice Dorset 
 Standard V. : Gordon Littlejohn and Violet Fox.  
Standard IV. : Harold Claridge and Vera Russell. 
 Standard 111. : Jesse Sergent and Jean Carr. 
Standard 11. : Herbert Shaw 'and Esme Wells. ,  
Standard I. : Reginald Smith and Dene Mobray. . .  
Upper Infants : Trevor Eaton and Marjorie Taylor. :  
Lower Infants: Noel Richards and Ruth Stevens. 
 

1920-1921	
1921 412 Kilbirnie Worboys Joseph H C Head £470.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C B Assistant £390.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Benzoni Frances E S D Infant Mistress £320.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Pottinger William C D Assistant £300.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Finlayson Catherine H C Assistant £250.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Gore Mary E D Assistant £220.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Matthews Erica M B PT1 £210.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Rathie Margaret L E C Assistant £200.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Cuddy Agnes  Reliever £180.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Beyer Ruth A  PT1 £95.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Carson Eileen E  Probationer 2 £95.00 
1921 412 Kilbirnie Gray Lillie  Probationer 2 £90.00 

William C Pottinger taught for the Wellington Education Board at Greytown in 1917 and 
was at Kilbirnie by 1921 and was still there in 1923 when my records end. In 1916 resigned 
from Gisborne East. In 1932 appointed to Kelburn School. In 1936 appointed Headmaster 
Kahautara [South of Featherston) and in 1940 appointed teacher at Eastern Hutt. 
Erica M Matthews was a probationer in 1917 at Kilbirnie. Was at training college over 
1919, And by 1921 to at least 1923 was at Kilbirnie. 
Margaret L E Rathie only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Kilbirnie by 1921 
to at least 1923. On 1919 electoral rolls was registered in the Hawkes Bay Electorate and in 
1928 as being at Patea District. Margaret Lillias Euphemia Rathie 
1930/7165 Margaret Lillias Euphemia Rathie Melvyn Philip Bremner 
Agnes Cuddy only taught as a reliever for the Wellington Education Board 1921 at Kilbirnie 
and by 1923 at Petone 
 



Ruth A Beyer only taught as a pupil teacher at Kilbirnie in 1921 for the Wellington 
Education Board  
Eileen E Carson only taught as a probationer at Kilbirnie in 1921 for the Wellington 
Education Board 
Lillie Gray only taught as a probationer at Kilbirnie in 1921 for the Wellington Education 
Board 
26th January 1921 FOR REMOVAL. SMITH-STREET, KILBIRNIE. TENDERS are invited for the 
Purchase and Removal of two Houses from the site of new Kilbirnie School (Infant Department), 
corner Hamilton-road and Smith-street. Tenders close 31st January with the Chairman, from whom 
any further particulars may be obtained.  
9th March 1920 The annual picnic of the Kilbirnie School was held at Day's Bay on Saturday last. 
Special cars conveyed the children, teachers, and parents "between Kilbirnie and the Ferry Wharf. At 
the bay a good programme was carried out by an energetic committee. Fruit, sweets, drinks, hot water, 
and milk were provided. The staff of the school, under the .headmaster, Mr. Worboys, were in full 
attendance, and entered' whole-heartedly into the proceedings. A much-appreciated feature of the 
picnic was the presence of the Wellington Patriotic Band, under the conductorship of Mr. W. Jupp, 
which played enjoyable music during the afternoon and on the return trip home. Results of the- sports 
follow:—Girls' Championship: Eileen Wells. Girls Standard  6: E. Wells 1, J. Cooper 2, M. Martin 3. 
Standard 5: R. Johns 1, V. Edwards 2. J. Bennett 3., Standard 4:' M. Raines 1, M. Mulford 2, M. 
Peacock 3: Standard 3: First race, T. Scott  1, K. Darby 2, E. Fisher 3; second race, J. Cundy 1, F 
Hannah 2, V Foothead 3. Standard 2: First race, E. Dimes 1, H. Torrens  2, M. Hotter 3; second race, 
'J. Millner 1, M. Harrington 2, S. Corbett 3. Standard 1: First race, D Headland 1, V Barrett 2, M. 
Taylor. 3; second race, E. Gardiner 1, M. Campbell 2, Y. Hotter 3.. Teachers' Race: Miss Chatwin, 
Miss Carson, Miss Beyer, and Miss Matthews. Married Ladies' Race: Mrs. Flanagan. .Committee's 
Race: Messrs. Worth, Mulford, Clark, Jorgensen, Stoupe, Marshall, Wallace, Gillespie, and Wells. 
Boys' Championship: A. Lauchlan. Boys—Standard 6: Lauchlan. 1, Shaw and-Roberts 2, Taylor 3 
Standard 5: Sullivan and Barrett (dead heat) 1, Robinson 3. Standard 4: Reid 1, Wellings 2, 
Burberry 3. Standard 3: Cathro 1, Morgan 2, Sergeant 3. Standard 2: Bennett 1, Monkhouse 
2, Martin 3. Standard 1: Burley 1, S. Morgan 2, D. Catheart 3. 
6th April 1921 Some handsome presentations were made to Miss F May Chatwin, who is 
leaving New Zealand to live at Portsmouth (England). Miss Chatwin has been a member of 
the Kilbirnie School staff 1 for several years, and a deputation of boys and girls, headed by 
Eileen Brady, presented Miss Chatwin with a set of stainless knives, also dessert forks and 
spoons, as an expression of their real regard for her. On behalf of the school committee, Mr. 
A. G. Wallace (chairman) and Mr. Marshall (secretary) gave Miss Chatwin a handsome silver 
hot water jug. Later the school staff entertained Miss Chatwin at afternoon tea, when she was 
the recipient of other presentations, including a silver and crystal butter dish, honey jar, and 
toast rack, from the staff. In each case appreciative speeches were made, and Miss Chatwin 
responded suitably. 
8th April 1921 The undermentioned pupils of Kilbirnie School have qualified for swimming 
certificates for the distances stated; six girls and two boys were successful in swimming over 
a mile, while two girls (Vera Edwards and Joyce Lowe) distinguished themselves by 
swimming two miles, a very fine performance for schoolgirls:—V. Edwards (3520 yds), J. 
Lowe (3520), K. Price (2400), N. Wallace (2400), N. Lamb (1825), J. Bennett (1800), W. 
Barrett (1800), H. Claridge (1800), Z. Dumbleton (1500), V. Russell (1200), M. Sinclair 



(1100), B. Esson (1000), V. Wallace (1000), E. Hutchings (1000), F. Fogelberg  (1000), G. 
Ridley (1000); I. Morgan (1000), A. Paternoster (700), H. Gillespie (700), O. Thornley (700), 
M. Moston (700), F. Rowell (700), N. Scott (700), R. de Pass ($00), S. Pomeroy (600), R. 
Calvert (600). A. College (600), G. Can- (600), B. Williams (500), B. Barrett (500), N. 
Russell (500), B. Berry (500), R. Clarke (500), J. Holland (500), A. Harris (500), IV Fisher 
(500), Q.. Capper (500),- E. Bray (450), G. Welling, (440), R. Duncan (400). R. Dawson 
(400) E. Wells (400), J. Conner (400), R. Alexander (300), E. Reid (300). E. Sherwood (300), 
D. Wing (300), W. Fortune (150), J. Burberry (100), V. McFarlane (100), A. Duncan (100), J. 
Taylor (100), Z. Hotter.(loo), G. Cathcart (100), J. Doile (100), J. Millner (100). G. Edwards 
(100). 
19th April 1921 School Committee: At the Kilbirnie meeting last evening, a tribute was paid 
to the headmaster and staff for their efforts during the past year. They were ably assisted by 
parents on the occasion of the Queen Carnival, which was a great success. Sickness was more 
prevalent during the year than has been known for many years. The roll has increased 
considerably, which has overtaxed the present accommodation, but partial relief will be 
obtained when the new schoolroom, now approaching completion, is ready for use. 
19th April 1921 KILBIRNIE. Messrs A. G. Wallace (chairman), J. F. Connell (secretary). J. 
G. Marshall (treasurer), J. J. Clark, A. G. Jorgensen, A. E. Wells, E. E. Stoupe, J. W. Worth 
and Cowan. The annual report was read and adopted. 
25th April 1921 A short memorial service was held at the Kilbirnie School this morning in 
commemoration of Anzac Day. The scholars of the higher standards were assembled early, 
and after a brief introduction by the headmaster, Mr. Worboys, appropriate hymns were sung 
and a prayer offered by the Rev. F. T. Read. After a Scriptural reading by the Rev. J. H. 
Sykes, a splendid address was delivered by the Rev. R. H. Catherwood, who impressed the 
scholars particularly to live up to the high traditions of those who had made the supreme 
sacrifice. The Chairman ,of the School Committee, Mr. A. G. Wallace, exhorted those present 
ever to display their loyalty, and remember the great deeds which bind us together as one 
great nation. Mr. Forsyth, chairman of the Education Board, and Mr; R. A. Wright, M.P., also 
addressed the children. Wreath? were placed on the memorial tablet. The occasion was 
terminated by the singing of the National Anthem. The children then proceeded to the city by 
special cars, to take part in the celebrations at Parliament Buildings. 
18th May 1921 Wellington Education Board: The question of boundaries of school districts in 
the eastern suburbs, Roseneath, Hataitai, Kilbirnie, Maranui, and' Miramar was considered, 
but final decisions were deferred until the completion of the new Miramar -School 
27th May 1921. Wellington City Council:  Thanks for the supply of books to school' libraries 
were received from the Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay, Brooklyn, Berhampore, and Clyde quay 
committees. 
9th June 1921 The new Infant's Department attached to Kilbirnie School will be opened 
officially on 15th June. Rapid increase in the population of the district has made the erection 
of the new infants' school necessary. The' building, which is of brick, and so situated as to 
command plenty of sun, consists of two large classrooms, divided by accordion doors, which 
can be thrown open to make one room large enough for the holding of entertainments, or 
other gatherings. The new building will accommodate over 100 children and is heated by a 



hot water system. Provision has also^ been made for a teachers' room, and sufficient space is 
available for extending the building should this prove necessary. 
15th June 1921 The new infant school at Kilbirnie was opened by the Minister of Education 
(the Hon. C. J. Parr) this afternoon. In the course of his speech the Minister said that the 
Department had done its duty by Kilbirnie. They were fortunate in getting such an adequate 
expenditure, as it would be impossible now. In  1918 the area of the school site was just an 
acre, another instance of administrative short-sightedness, which was as indefensible as it was 
expensive to • cure. Last year the Department had acquired an additional half-acre under the 
Public Works 3 Act at a cost of £1850. Considerable sums had been spent in levelling and 
improving the site, and in this connection the School Committee had been particularly active, 
raising no less a sum than £277, on which the Department paid a like- sum by way of subsidy. 
Altogether the committee had spent £657 in improving the site. The average attendance at the 
school had steadily increased, reaching 399. The new building cost £3770. The Minister 
referred to the reduction of his building programme by the financial stringency, and stated he 
had now to husband his resources, as the Acting-Minister of Finance had told him that there 
was no money for new buildings except in cases of immediate and pressing urgency. 
16th June 1921 The new infant school at Kilbirnie, opened yesterday by the Minister of 
Education, was described by speakers at the ceremony as thoroughly up to date. Mr. T. 
Forsyth chairman of the Education Board mentioned that a hot-water service was installed, 
and the rooms were heated by radiators supplied with the hot. water. Dr, A. K. Newman 
complimented the district on its new school, in which there was evidence of minute attention 
to the health of the children. The school was, he said, a distinct contrast to the many drab and 
dreary looking schools in the Dominion. 
16th June 1921 Yesterday afternoon there was a representative gathering of parents at the new 
infant school which has recently been completed at Kilbirnie. The new school is built of brick 
and contains several spacious classrooms, special] attention having been paid to lighting, 
heating and general appointments for the comfort and well-being of the children. The 
building was declared open by the Hon. C. J. Parr (Minister for Education), and among those 
present-were the Mayor (Mr R. A. Wright M.P.), Dr. Newman, M.P., Mr W. H. Field, M.P., 
and members of the Education Board. The Minister was introduced by the Mayor.  
Mr T. Forsyth (chairman of the Education Board), in congratulating the district on the 
acquisition of so fine a building, which he characterised as being  one of the most up-to-date 
in the Dominion, made reference to the growth of Kilbirnie, both from the civic and 
educational points of view . The site for the school had been purchased at a cost of £1970, it 
was excellently situated, and the classrooms had been provided with abundance of light. The 
building had cost £3500 to erect, the equipment £175, and the plant £IOO making a total cost 
of £3770, irrespective of tile site. A hot-water' service had been installed, and the rooms were 
heated by moans _of radiators'. The full grant available was £750 short of the requirements, 
as it was desired by the board that two shelter sheds and conveniences should he erected for 
the children. These, he thought, were necessary portions of the equipment of a school, and lie 
trusted "that these conveniences would he added. The Kilbirnie school, stated Mr Forsyth, 
was opened in 1384 with a roll number of 152, under Miss Chatwin, and for the past 25 years 
it had been under the capable management, as headmaster, of Mr Worboys. The main school 



roll at the present day had risen to 453, and there were loti children attending the infant 
school.  
Dr. A. K. Newman, M.P., said it was a pleasure  to see erected such an up-to-date and 
convenient building for school purposes. Minute attention had evidently been paid by the 
department in respect to the health of the infants, while the structure was a distinct contrast to 
the many , drab and drear school buildings that existed throughout the Dominion. 
HIGH COST OF MATERIAL. The Hon. C. J. Parr, who| was received with applause, said 
that the Education department had done its duty in; respect to Kilbirnie. A little while ago 
there was only an acre of land at Kilbirnie for school purposes, and the department had 
expended £1850 in acquiring an additional half-acre for the erection of the new infante’ 
school. The building, which he considered was equal to any of its kind in the Dominion, had 
cost nearly £4OOO, and in regard, to the extra expenditure mentioned by Mr Forsyth that 
would be" a matter for consideration between the department and the Education Board. The 
Minister stated that Mr J. Caughley, Director of Education, who had recently returned from a 
visit to Australia, had informed him that school buildings there cost less than in New Zealand, 
and in some cases it amounted to half the New Zealand cost. _ He was unable to .give a 
reason for this. It could not be an account of labour, as wages were slightly higher in 
Australia, and the only reason that could be assigned was the higher cost of building material. 
Bricks -and other building materials, it was assumed, were costing too much in New Zealand, 
and it behoved the various Government departments to go into the matter in order that a 
reason for the position might he discovered. He congratulated the school committee and 
parents in raising £270 for school purposes,; and the fact that £640 had been expended on 
improving the school grounds was an example that might be emulated with advantage by 
school committees throughout the Dominion. Last year he had been able to spend a larger 
amount than was the case this year on education, and he trusted that it would not be long 
before the finances of the country allowed the fullest measure of expenditure on what 
recognised to be one of the most essential works—the providing of the best possible facilities 
for the advancement of the young oft the Dominion by education. (Applause.); It was a 
mistake to think that the old schools in New Zealand were of little use. The timber in these 
buildings was good and sound, and they could be remodelled and brought up to date. It would 
be a crime and a waste or public money to destroy them, and as there was not sufficient 
money available to build new schools, the department intended to carry out the work of 
remodelling the old ones. 
Mr. Parr then declared the school open and wished it every success. 
25th June 1921  A very successful concert was held in the Kilbirnie , Hall to '. raise funds for 
the purchase of a new piano for the now Infant School at Kilbirnie. The hall was packed and 
recalls were the order of the evening. An ' excellent programme was rendered by 
the Kilbirnie Orchestra- (under the baton of Mr. H. Cummins), the Misses Fay Smyth, 
Abbott, Harper, and D. Clarke, Messrs. J. S. Connell, Lionel Inch, S. Allright, J. Thompson, 
Norman Aitken, and the Waiata Quartet. The Morris chair presented for competition by' J. G. 
Marshall,, Ltd., was won by Miss Benzoni. . During the evening the chairman made a 
presentation of prizes to Brenda Barrett and A. McWhannel for selling the most tickets. 



21st September 1921 The Education Board received a notification from the Kilbirnie School 
Committee .this morning that the "Nelson system" of religious instruction is being 
introduced* at the Kilbirnie.' School.  
6th October 1921 WANTED, 'A. CHARWOMAN or CLEANER, for Kilbirnie School. 
Duties and wages on application to MR. J. S. CONNELL, ' Secretary, 1, Hamilton-road, 
Hataitai 
27th October 1921 Mr. Joseph K. Worboys, headmaster of the Kilbirnie School, will be 
among the': teachers who will retire on superannuation at the end of the year,, having, 
completed 42 .years of service. He was a pupil teacher for five years, two years were spent at 
the Teachers' Training College, for one year he was an assistant teacher, and for thirty-three 
years sole teacher or headmaster. For' eleven years he was in the service of the Hawkes Bay 
Education Board, and for thirty-one years he has been with the Wellington Board. He was 
appointed headmaster of the Kilbirnie School in August, 1896.  
30th October 1921 At the Education Board meeting- held yesterday, Mr H. Worboys, 
headmaster of the Kilbirnie School, intimated his intention of resigning on superannuation 
after a service of over 40 years in the cause of education. On the motion of the chairman (Mr 
T. Forsyth), seconded by Mr J. J, Clark, the board placed on record .its appreciation of and 
congratulations on his long and faithful service to education in New Zealand.  
11th November 1921 A meeting of Kilbirnie householders  was, held last evening, when the 
approaching retirement of Mr. J. H. Worboys, who has occupied the position of headmaster 
Kilbirnie School for over twenty-five years was discussed. It was decided to make Mr. 
Worboys a presentation at the annual "breaking- up ceremony next month, and. a strong 
working .committee, with Messrs. A. Perrin and j. Connell as secretaries, was set up to make 
further arrangements. 
12th November 1921 Mr G R Kidson appointed Headmaster Kilbirnie 
12th November 1921  The following motion was carried at the monthly meeting of 
the Kilbirnie School Committee:—"That this committee endorses the action of the Education 
Board and congratulated it upon its honest endeavour to introduce a system to cheapen the 
supply of stationery to scholars and trusts that the board will continue its efforts until the 
system is firmly established, in, which this committee pledges its unanimous support. 
18th November 1921 As the outcome of a lecture which he delivered to school' teachers at the 
end of September, dealing with the physical development of children,' Mr. T. W. Leslie of 
Wellington, who is well known in athletic circles, has been invited to visit various, schools in 
the suburbs to instruct the pupils in. the elementary principles of athletics. Mr. Leslie has 
already visited the schools at Hataitai, Wadestown, Ngaio, Kilbirnie, and Berhampore, as well 
as Wellington College and St. Patrick's College. The instruction given includes deep 
breathing exercises, ………………….. 
17th December 1921 On Tuesday evening next, at the Kilbirnie Hall, the Kilbirnie School 
annual breaking-up concert and presentation of prizes will take place; and on Wednesday 
evening a presentation will be made by the householders of Kilbirnie to the retiring 
headmaster, Mr. J. H. Worboys  
20th December 1921 Proficiency Certificates: Colin Brittain, William Barrett, Alan Colledge, 
Harold Claridge, Keith Curtis, Arthur Drawbridge, Robert Dawson, Robert Duncan, 
Archibald Duncan, Wilfred Fortune, Ronald Gardiner , Howard Gillespie, Jack Innes, Adina 



Paternoster, Phillip Phillips, Frederick Wood. Brenda Barrett, Eileen Brady, Joyce Bennett, 
Miri Bianchi, Gladys Capper, Gwen Carr, Beatrice Durrant, Millicent Boards, Betty Esson, 
Freda Foothead, ?  Harvey, Nancy Lamb, Myrtle Martin, Gladys McDonald, Connie Morris, 
Sybil Pomeroy,' Edna Richards, Eunice Sherwood, Gladys Wilson, Irene Wilson..  
Endorsed Competency Certificates: James Brass, Rowley Capper, Fred Fogelberg, Fred : 
Rowell, Ethel Bradbury, Vera Edwards, Zelda Hotter, Ada Morris, May Pym, Ruby de Silva, 
Olive Thornley, Doris Wing. '  
Attendance Certificates: — Standard VI.: Fred Dimes, Harold Claridge  Rowley Capper, Jack 
Innes, Robert Dawson, Arthur Drawbridge, Geith Curtis, Robert Duncan, Fred Rowell, 
Brenda Barrett, Joyce Bennett, Nance Wai- j lace, Eunice Sherwood, Vera Russell,  Ethel 
Bradbury, Miri Bianchi, Zelda Hotter, Gladys Capper. Standard V.: Jean Doile , Ivy Forsyth, 
Marjory Peacock, Norah Russell, Maisie Sinclair, Fay Smythe,. Gwen yon Hartitzich  James 
Burbery, John Carrad, Ernest McConachie, William Moston, Alan Stirling, Geoffery 
Wellings. Standard IV.: Mavis Aulin, Gladys Cathcart; Minnie ! Dumbleton, Elizabeth,^ 
Fisher, Vera Foothead, Agnes Morrison, Mollie Weekes, Esme Wells, Maurice Brown, 
William Duncan, Thomas Fisher, Jan Glendinning, William Redgrave, Eugene Sansum. 
Standard III.: Norma Brittain, Jessie Duncan, Mavis Harrington, Rita Morris, Myrtle Mears, 
Valerie Wallace, Robert Conner, Fred Gooch, William Hazlewood, James Richards, Stanley 
Richardson, Raymond Josephson, Allan Leitch. "Standard II.: Charles Birley, James 
Brackenridge, Douglas Cathcart, Jack Curtis, Roy Dimes, Trevor Eaton, Eric Harrington, 
Ernest Hazlewood, Charles Kaberry, Leslie Sinclair, Valda Barrett, Ruth Carrad, Freda 
Cooper, Edith Dimes, Joan Feltham, May Forsyth, Rona Hamlin, Edna Josephson, Molly 
Lamb. Standard I-: Alice Richardson, Isabel Mears, Lesley Bond, Wesley Marshall, Melvin 
Rickard. ' P.: Harold Duncan, Charles Gooch, Eric von Hartitzsch, Jan von Hartitzsch, Albert 
- Leathem, Thomas Young, Ian Bell, Joyce Cowley, Elsie  Harding, Gladys Harrington 
21st December 1921 A couple of happy hours wore spent by the pupils of' the Kilbirnie 
School and their parents in. the Kilbirnie School last evening, when 'the breaking-up 
jubilations were gone through and the presentation of prizes was made. Musical items and 
'recitations were given by pupils and assisting artists, who included Misses E. .Buckmaster  
and L. Chapman, and Messrs. W. B. Brown, J. Farrell, and Stanley Warwick. 
The Kilbirnie Orchestra, under the' direction of Mr. H. Cummins, and the "Dixie Boys" also 
provided enjoyable items. This evening a second concert will be given at the hall, at the 
conclusion of which the Minister of Education (the Hon. C. J. Parr) will make a presentation 
on behalf of the district to Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Worboys. Mr. Worboys is retiring from the 
position of headmaster of the Kilbirnie School after a period of many years' valuable service 
and carries with him the respect and thanks of many an old boy and girl, and the esteem of all 
parents in the school district. 
22nd December 1921 The following were among the prize-winners- ;during  the Kilbirnie  
school year 
Dux of School Fred Wood.  
 Standard VI John Innes and' Betty Eason;.:Standard V., Russell Gully and, Fay Smyth; 
Standard IV., Arthur Harris and Molly Weeks; Standards 111., James Richards and Valerie; 
Wallace; Standard II Roy Dimes and Joan Feltham ; Standard 1., Leslie Anstey and Muriel 



Mitchelson  Upper 'Primer, Peter Brown and Marjorie Flanagan; Lower Primer, Rex Stevens 
and Josephine Stook.  
Writing Prizes.—-Standard V1., Harold Claridge and Ethel Bradbury; Standard V., James 
Usmar and Emily Edwards; Standard IV., Herbert Shaw and Louisa Hanna Standard 111., 
Gilbert Martin and. Valeric Wallace; Standard 11., Trevor' Eaton and Edith Dimes Standard 
1., Noel Richards and Ruth Stevens; Upper Primer, Colin Morris and Hinepa Andrews; 
Lower Primer, Lloyd Dyer and Audrey Waite. 
22nd December 1921 Warm tributes to the work of Mr. J. H. Worboys, who is retiring after a 
service of over 40 years in the teaching profession, including more than a quarter of a century 
Headmaster of the Kilbirnie school, were paid by speakers at the close of the school concert 
in the Kilbirnie Hall last night. To Mr. and Mrs. "Worboys, on behalf of the householders of 
the district, Mr. T. Forsyth, chairman of the Wellington Education Board, made a valuable 
presentation, to Mrs. Worboys a, silver tea and coffee service and to Mr. Worboys an album 
containing an illuminated address and photographs of the children of the school with, their 
signatures. Apologies were received from the Minister of Education (the Hon. C. J. Parr) for 
inability to attend on account of his Parliamentary duties, and also from Mr. J. Caughley, 
Director of Education.  
The chairman of the School Committee (Mr. A. J. Wallace] spoke in the highest terms of the 
service rendered to the community by Mr. and Mrs. Worboys, whose motto had been "the 
greatest good for the greatest number," and through whose guidance the school had attained a 
reputation second to none in the city.  
Mr. J. J. Clark, member of the Education Board, made special reference to the great record of 
the old boys of the Kilbirnie school" during the war, which in itself, was a tribute to the 
teacher and his staff in the school. 
 Mr. F. H. Bakewell, senior inspector of the Education Board, said that the conclusions they 
were arriving at to-day was the great importance not of what was taught, but of who was 
teaching it. It was a matter of character and personality on the part of the teacher, and he 
could bear, out all that had been said in praise of Mr. and Mrs. Worboys.  
Mr. Forsyth, in making the presentation, emphasised the importance of character in 
citizenship. It was not always the brilliant boy at school who was of most service to his 
generation, but rather the boy, if sound and solid, of undistinguished qualities. Mr. Worboys 
had left his imprint on the generation in his district and had done great and good work in 
turning out useful citizens. "In that way," said , Mr. Forsyth, "lies the safety of democracy." 
Mr. Worboys had laid the foundation of a sound and solid education, and the moral tone of 
the Kilbirnie school and its scholars was second to none in the district.  
The chairman then made the presentation to Mr. and Mrs, Worboys, with appropriate wishes 
for continued health and happiness. 
 Mr. Worboys suitably responded, under considerable stress of emotion, and there was a great 
demonstration from the audience.  
To the concert during the evening excellent items were contributed by Kathleen O'Brien, Jean 
Carr, Fay Smyth, and Edna Miller, Miss Connie Jorgensen, Miss B. Godier, Messrs. W. 
Church, Stanley Warwick, J. Connell, Norman Aitken, the Boyd family, and 
the Kilbirnie Orchestra. 



 During the afternoon, in the tennis courts of the Kilbirnie school, Eileen Brady and Frederick 
Rowell on behalf [of the assembled scholars,. presented the  headmaster, Mr. J. H. Worboys, 
with a handsome leather suitcase. Mr. Worboys, on behalf  of Mrs Worboys and himself, in 
reply spoke "feeling of his happy memories of his old school. Later the staff expressed, 
through the first assistant master, Mr. E. C. Feltham, the warmest wishes for the future 
happiness of Mr. and Mrs. Worboys, who received, from the teachers a travelling rug as a 
token of esteem. In reply, Mr. Worboys spoke of the good spirit of comradeship which had 
always existed between the members of his' staff and thanked them for their co-operation and 
good wishes. Presentations were also made by the pupils to Miss Gore, the sports mistress, 
and Mr. Feltham, as marks of appreciation. 
 

1922-1923	
1923 400 Kilbirnie Kidson George R B Head £460.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Feltham Edgar C B Assistant £395.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Benzoni Frances E S D Infant Mistress £323.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Pottinger William C D Assistant £293.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Finlayson Catherine H C Assistant £250.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Betts Ethel G D Assistant £225.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Gore Mary E D Assistant £220.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Matthews Erica M B Assistant £210.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Rathie Margaret L E C Assistant £195.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Gray Olive  PT2 £78.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie McKittrick Netta  Probationer 1 £83.00 
1923 400 Kilbirnie Harvey Kathleen E  Probationer 2 £78 
1923 400 Kilbirnie McIntyre Kenneth C  Probationer 2 £113 

George R Kidson started teaching for the Wellington Education Board at Greytown DHS in 
1909 to 1912 as a secondary.  Teacher. He was then at Normal/ Model school attached to 
Wellington Training College until coming to teach by 1923 as Headmaster at Kilbirnie 
School in 1925 appointed to be head of Kelburn Normal School. [A Normal School was one 
that was attached to a training college] and in 1932 he became Headmaster of the Te Kuiti 
School. 
Ethel G Betts Only taught for the Wellington Education Board up to 1923 at Kilbirnie 
Olive Gray Only taught for the Wellington Education Board up to 1923 at Kilbirnie 
Netta McKittrick Only taught for the Wellington Education Board up to 1923 at Kilbirnie 
Kathleen E Harvey Only taught for the Wellington Education Board up to 1923 at Kilbirnie 
Kenneth C McIntyre Only taught for the Wellington Education Board up to 1923 at 
Kilbirnie 
[My records of teachers for Wellington Education Board end in 1923] 
9th March 1922 The annual picnic of the Kilbirnie School was held at Karori Park on 
Saturday last under ideal weather conditions.' The. children and parents had a very enjoyable 
time. Special cars conveyed the party ,to and from the park, and the grounds were in splendid 
order. The school staff and committee left nothing undone to make the outing a success.  
 



10th March 1922 The annual picnic of the Kilbirnie school was held at Karori. Results: — 
Standard I.—Girls : First heat, S. Brooke Taylor; second heat, Z. Clarke; third heat, R. Hulse; 
fourth heat! L. Skelly. Boys: First heat, R. Julian; second heat, A. Harding; third heat, C. 
Morris; fourth heat, R. Clarke; fifth heat, C. Morris.  
Standard ll.—Girls: First heat, N. Nicol ; second heat, K. Corbett; third heat, M. Makerson. 
Boys: First heat, L. Sherwood; second heat, L. Anstey; third heat, S. Farrington. 
 Standard III.—Girls : First heat, K. Howe; second heat, E. Dimes; third heat, R. Sherwood; 
fourth heat, K. Maxwood. Boys: First heat, L. Sinclair ; second heat, E. Harrington; third 
heat, W. Birley; fourth heat, D. Cathcart.  
Standard IV.—'Girls: First heat, M. Hotter: second heat, S. Corbett; third heat, M. 
Strangemuir. Boys : First heat, A. Wilson; second heat, G. Ridley; third heat, A. Leitch. 
Standard V.—Girls: First heat, A. Morrison; second heat, G. Cathcart; third heat, V. 
Foothead. Boys: First heat, A. Taplin; second heat, J. Clark; third heat, T. Fisher fourth heat, 
H. Robinson; fifth heat, F. Birley.  
Standard Vl.—Girls: First heat, R. Mee; second heat, A. Thoms; third heat, A. Morris: fourth 
heat, J. Doile; fifth heat, D Bradshaw. Boys: First heat, F. Dimes: second l heat, J. Burberry ; 
third heat. J. Carrad.  
Girls Three-legged Race —E. Edwards and R. Mee, 1; M. Campbell and V. Barrett, 2. Old 
Girls’ Race—E. Hutchings, I; J. Cooper, 2. Girls’ Rice —R. Mee, 1; M. Harvey, 2. Boys’ 
Race—J. Carrad, 1 • R. Gully, 2.  
School -Championship (medal) —Girls: M. Harvey  1, R. Mee 2. Boys: R. Gully 1, E. Read 
2. 
30th March 1922 Mr. J. H. Worboys, late headmaster of the Kilbirnie School, is at present in 
a private hospital in Auckland seriously ill with double pneumonia. Mr.' Worboys was 
relieving headmaster at Bombay for a few weeks. 
13th November 1941 MR J. WORBOYS (By Telegraph.—Press Association) 
WELLINGTON, Thursday The death is reported from Perth, Western Australia, of 
Mr J. H. Worboys, aged 75. For 25 years he was headmaster of the Kilbirnie School, retiring 
in 1921. He is survived by a son, Mr Harold Worboys, Auckland, and a daughter, Mrs 
Ashton, of Perth. 
24th April 1922 To-night, at 8, the annual meeting of householders will be hold at 
the Kilbirnie School, and to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock, a memorial service will be held at 
the school grounds. 
26th April 1922 he annual Anzac memorial service was held at Kilbirnie School yesterday 
morning. Impressive ' addresses were delivered by the Rev. Mr Read, the Rev. Mr Sykes, 
Ensign Hayes. Messrs Kidson (headmaster) and Wallace (chairmen of committee). Wreaths 
were deposited by the children at the base of the memorial tablet at the school gates. 
Trumpeter Chegwin sounded the “Last Post.” 
31st July 1922 As a means of obtaining the necessary funds to improve the school grounds, 
the Kilbirnie school children recently embarked on a bottle-gathering campaign, and as a 
result of the pupils’ efforts in this direction, some four thousand" bottles are now lying in 
bags on the school tennis court, ready to be removed for sale. In spite of Kilbirnie being an 
allegedly “dry” district, itis a noticeable feature that the majority of the bottles at one time 
contained liquor, the labels indicating the popularity of well-known brands of whisky and ale 



11th August  1922 In their annual report on. the Kilbirnie School the inspectors commented: 
very reverently, prized by tie resident*, and tablet .and the. Honours" Board 'erected by  the 
school' committee and residents of the district:, The memorials are reverently prized by the 
residents, arid their; feelings have at times been hurt- by thoughtless acts of;..;desecration. At 
times the marble tablet has been scratched’ and recently, one. of. the memorial lamps was 
;broken. The school committee appeals to all to assist in the care of what is to them and to 
many others, a sacred monument 
15th August 1922  KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. BAZAAR AND SALE OF GOODS On 
AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF THURSDAY, 17th AUGUST, 1922. Books, Fancy 
Goods, Produce, Cakes, Sweets, etc Roll Up, Kilbirnie  and Support your School 
1st September 1922 Trees and shrubs for the beautification of school grounds have been 
supplied by the City Council to the Terrace, Kilbirnie, and Normal Schools, and letters of 
thanks have been received in each case. 
20th September 1922 Wellington Education Board waited on the Minister of Education and 
his response included: Half Cost of Conveniences Kilbirnie including shelter shed £517 
 18th December 1922 It is evident that the Christmas spirit has been impressed upon children 
attending the Kilbirnie School. By way of showing their gratitude for his many kindnesses, 
they presented the caretaker with 300 pennies as a Christmas gift. 
1st May 1923  A champion of give-and-take in regard to the proposed alteration of the school 
district boundary between the Hataitai and Kilbirnie schools appeared at 
the Kilbirnie householders' meeting last night. Previous speakers had quoted a prominent 
Hataitai resident as saying that there was an area of a couple of hundred acres of land still to 
be settled in the Hataitai district, and this would provide an ample school attendance without 
encroaching on Kilbirnie territory. The advocate of reciprocity declared that the school 
boundary was so near the-, back fence of the Hataitai school that standing on the frontier one 
could throw a biscuit into the school playground. There was immediately a chorus of dissent. 
"You take the biscuit," said one voice,, and another suggested that the only biscuit one could 
throw would be "cabin bread," and "you would want a strong arm at that," he added, amid 
laughter. 
1st May 1923 there was a good attendance at the meeting in the Kilbirnie School. The 
committee's annual report was adopted. The headmaster (Mr. G. R. Kidson) gave an 
interesting review of the work of the school during the year, which had been gratifying to all. 
The help given by the committee was much appreciated. Thanks was expressed to the donors 
of medals and to the City Librarian for the loan of books for school purposes. There were ten 
candidates for the nine places on the committee, and  the old committee standing again was 
reelected, as follows:—Messrs. J. G. Marshall, J. A. Laing, W. Cowan, A. E. Wells, A. G. 
Jorgensen, F. W. Worth, E- E. Stoupe, A. G. Wallace, and J. J. Clark. The meeting passed the 
two motions recommended by the School Committees' Association regarding supply of 
handwork material and the reduction of subsidies. A motion was also adopted expressing the 
strongest opposition  to any curtailment of boundaries as proposed in regard to the northern 
end .of the district. The meeting closed with a resolution expressing appreciation of the work 
done by the headmaster and hi» staff during the year. 
19th June 1923 Diptheria: Last week there were indications of an increase at the Kilbirnie  
School. Prompt measures were taken, and swabs taken from all children attending the school. 



Carriers have been , discovered, and appropriate instructions issued to the parents. The school 
buildings have been completely disinfected. There is no need for alarm, as early precautions 
have been taken 
21st June 1923 KILBIRNIE SCHOOL. REOPENS ON MONDAY. At the meeting of the 
Education Board yesterday the action of the executive in closing down the Kilbirnie school 
was endorsed. Mr Forsyth said that the attack of diphtheria was not a very acute one, but it 
was thought that such an action should have been taken in order that the school might be 
fumigated. Mr Clark: It is proposed to open the school next Monday. 
18th July 1923 A. deputation from . the Kilbirnie school Committee, introduced by Mr J J 
Clark,. appeared before the Wellington Education Board to-day to protest against the 
inadequacy of ,the grant to .schools,, in particular the- -Kilbirnie' school Speakers , submitted 
that the grant in this respect had not been nearly sufficient for the' enlarged school The 
committee had gone to the bad in two years to the extent of over £40 School committees 
should have sufficient funds to enable the. school to be kept clean' The- sum of between £700 
and £800 raised by subscription in the last two or three years had all been spent on the school. 
.They could not carry on without these funds raised by entertainments and voluntary 
subscriptions.' " The' acting-chairman suggested that the ' School Committees Association 
should confirm the general request, and .. the board might make the very strongest 
representation to the Government. , Other members of the board expressed sympathy with-the 
deputation……… 
19th July 1923 A member of a deputation from the Kilbirnie School informed the Wellington  
Education Board yesterday that within the past three years approximately £IOOO had been 
voluntarily raised and expended on that  school [£IOOO in June 1923 =$106935.27 in June 
2021] 
15th November 1923 Building costs in school article included: For instance in 
the Kilbirnie school the doors had been oak-grained at the commencement and they had been 
oak grained ever since. This took three or four coats of paint, whereas) after a day or two the 
work might as well | have been done in the ordinary manner, which cost much less. It was ; 
such internal economies as this which : mounted up to a big total………….. 
5th December 1923 A meeting of the Kilbirnie School Committee last night decided to take 
up a collection in the school in aid of the Radium (Radiation)- Fund The secretary was 
instructed to write to the school Committee's Association suggesting that collections with the 
same object be instituted throughout the schools under the supervision of tb» association. 
24th December 1923 Kilbirnie The annual "breaking-up” concert and Presentation of prizes 
was held at Kilbirnie Hall before a record attendance.  
Mr A. E. Wells, the chairman of the committee, presided. A first-class programme was 
submitted by pupils of the school and others.  
The headmaster, Mr G. R. Kidson, commenting on the work of the school during the past 
year, made special mention of the wonderful performance of the dux of the school, Joan 
Feltham, who did the work of four standards in two years. Valerie Wallace, the “runner-up," 
also did very fine work. The function, which was a great success, closed with the usual 
compliments.  
Dux of School.—Joan Feltham.  



Prize Winners.—Standard VI., Valerie Wallace and William Barker; Standard V., Mollie 
Skelley and Alan Scott; Standard IV., Nora McLaren and Maurice Shaw; Standard III., Joyce 
Davidson and Max Webb; Standard 11., Marjorie Flanagan and Harold Duncan; Standard I 
Phyllis Vause and Jack Heketa; preparatory division, Dorothy Gibbs and Richard Jordain.  
Special Writing Prizes.—Standard VI., Valerie Wallace and Arthur Harris; Standard V., Elsie 
Stoupe and Fred Rogers; Standard IV., Muriel Mitchelson, Margaret Sarginson, and Roy 
Dimes; Standard III., Sybil Looner; Standard 11., Leowa Milliner: Standard 1., Myro Winn 
and Lloyd Dyer; preparatory division, Elsie Christopherson and Gordon Quin.  
Proficiency Certificates.—Boys: Frank Anstey, William Barker Walter Birks, McDonald 
Boyd, Samuel Charles, William Chirnside,' lan Glendinning, Arthur Harris, Burrnby Hanly, 
Kenneth Hobman, James Jack, Kenneth McKenzie, Garnet Phillips, James Richards, Eugene 
Sanson, Herbert Shaw, Robert Smith, Harry Sinclair, Hal Sissons, Hector Stoupe, and Alfred 
Taplin. Girls: Patricia Bollons, Joan Feltham, Louisa Hannah, Gwen Harlen, Joycelyn 
Millner, Marjorie Moston, Vera Owen, Gwen Richards, Gladys Sarginson, Valerie Wallace, 
Rene Wells and Connie Welton. 
Endorsed Competency.—James Holland, William Wilson, Russell Packard, Marjorie 
Peacock, William Redgrave, Stanley Ridley.  
Competency!.—Clifford Branigan, Eric Read, Minnie Dumbleton, Vera Foothead, Katie 
Jackson, and Mavis Aulin.  
 


