1896

COONOOR

‘ 1896 ‘ 8 ‘ Coonoor | Hubbard ‘ Charles C ‘

‘ Master ‘ £30

[ 85,406 |

26" March 1896 The Board of Education has decided to open schools at Otohuia, Tiraumea,
Dreyer's Rock, Rakanui, Pongaroa, and Coonor, all in the Wairarapa district and the
Chairman and Mr. McCardle are to take the necessary steps to obtain accommodation for the
children in those townships

1897-1898
1897 | 4 Coonoor | Hubbard | Charles C Master | £15 $2,676
1898 | 5 Coonoor | Hubbard | Charles C Master | £25 $4,287

9™ March 1898 The two Inspectors for the Wellington district will visit Makairo Village on
the 8th ; Makairo on the 9th ; Makuri, 14th; Pongaroa, 15th ; Mangahao, 15th; Rakanui, 16th;

Coonor, 17th .

2" December 1898 A dozen of special settlers in the Coonor Block, Forty-mile' Bush, have
surrendered their sections with a view to revaluation, the original capital value upon which
rent is charged being considered excessive. On behalf of the Lands Department, the Crown
Lands ranger (Mr Cavanagh) has valued the land and also the improvements. At the instance
of the settlers a valuation has also been made by Mr J. Hughes, of Pahiatua

1899-1901
1899 | 5 Coonoor | Hubbard | Charles C Master | £60 $10,646
1900 | 4 Coonoor | Hubbard | Charles C Master | £15 $2,608
1901 | 6 Coonoor | Hubbard | Charles C Master | £30 $5,065

29™ May 1895 Mr. C. C Hubbard was appointed to the charge of the aided school at Taratahi

West, subject to a report being career in small school NZ

1878 | Macraes Otago HT

1879 | Bald Hill Flat Otago Master
1880 | Hindon Otago Master | 17
1881 | Hindon Otago Master | 16
1882 | Mullocky Gully | Otago Master | 17
1883 | Mullocky Gully | Otago Master | 22
1884 | Mullocky Gully | Otago Master | 19
1885 | Mullocky Gully | Otago Master | 19
1888 | Hastwell Wellington Master | 25
1889 | Hastwell Wellington Master | 25
1890 | Opaki Wellington Master | 21
1891 | Opaki Wellington Master | 26
1892 | Kaituna Wellington Master | 30
1893 | Kaituna Wellington Master | 9
1894 | Kaituna Wellington Master | 14
1895 | Taratahi West | Wellington Master | 20




1896 | Coonoor Wellington Master | 8
1897 | Coonoor Wellington Master | 4
1898 | Coonoor Wellington Master | 5
1899 | Coonoor Wellington Master | 5
1900 | Coonoor Wellington Master | 4
1901 | Coonoor Wellington Master | 6
1902 | Turanganui Native School | E2 11
1903 | Turanganui Native School | E2 13
1904 | Turanganui Native School | E2

1905 | Turanganui Native School | E2 7
1906 | Turanganui Native School | E2 6
1907 | Motuti Hokianga E2 17
1908 | Motuti Hokianga E2 17
1909 | Motuti Hokianga E2 17
1910 | Motuti Hokianga E2 19
1911 | Motuti Hokianga E2

1912 | Motuti Hokianga E2

1913 | Motuti Hokianga E2 17

Turanganui was a school in the Maori settlement just before one reaches Lake Ferry. Here
Charles Hubbard was for some time living in a tent

19" August 1886 C C Hubbard resigns from Mullocky Gully in central Otago

21* June 1887 C C is at Rahotu in the Taranaki but wasn’t there at the end of the year

25™ July 1895 e five-roomed house owned by Mr Augustus Johnson, and occupied by Mr C.
C, Hubbard, schoolmaster, situated at Fernridge, near Masterton, was totally destroyed by fire
on Monday evening. Mr Hubbard left shortly before 8 to attend a meeting of the School
Committee, and about half an hour later the building was discovered by a working man on an
adjoining farm to be on fire.........

In 1918 Mr C C Hubbard was appointed to 3 different schools in North Auckland but doesn’t
appear to have taken any up

Death 1930/9399 Hubbard Charles Conroy AGED 83

Buried at Rawene Cemetery in Hokianga 14™ October 1930

24™ October 1930 WILL OF Mr C. C. HUBBARD. By courtesy of the Public Trustee, the
executor named in the will, the provisions of the will of the late Mr C. C. Hubbard, of
Rawene, who was found dead in his home on the 4th Instant, have been made available for
publication. The deceased gave his home at Rawene to the Superior for the time being of the
Roman Catholic Maori Mission in the diocese of Auckland, to be used exclusively for the
purpose of the Roman Catholic Mission on the Hokianga River. The residue of the estate,
which it is anticipated will amount to approximately £300. is bequeathed to the rector for the
time being of the Roman Catholic Mission on the Hokianga River, to be applied for the
benefit of such mission.”

1902
‘ 1902 ‘ 11 ‘ Coonoor | Welsby | Mabel E ‘ Female ‘ £68 ‘ $11,211 ‘




5" February 1901 Seventeen pupils ,of the Girl’s High School entered for the examinations of
the University of. New Zealand, held in December last, and sixteen passed........... Mabel
Welsby,

11™ July 1901 Miss Mabel Welsby will enter upon her duties as mistress of the aided school
at Hinemoa, Forty Mile Bush, next Tuesday

1883/16260 Welsby Ellen Mabel = Martha Louise John

1903-1904
1903 | 15 Coonoor | Welsby | Ellen M Female | £64 $10,604
1904 | 16 Coonoor | Welsby | Mabel E Female | £80 $13,247

27" March 1903 Wellington Education Board The classroom at Coonoor will be enlarged

1905

1905 | 14 | Coonoor | Welsby | Mabel Ellen Licensed | Female | £80 [ $12,652 |
27" October 1905 The Wellington Education Board yesterday afternoon accepted the
resignation of Miss Lorimer, Head Mistress of the Mount Cook Girls' School, who has been
appointed Lady Principal of the Nelson Girls' College, and the resignation of Miss Welsby,
senior teacher at Coonoor. The resignations will date from 31st January and 31st December

respectively.

1906

| 1906 | 16 | Coonoor | Simmons | Olive L | Female [ £99 [ $15,386 |
9™ January 1906 he Wellington Education Board has made the following appointments : —
Miss Maud O'Brien, to be sole teacher at the Coonoor School;

13"™ March 1906 sole teacher at Coonoor, Miss Simmons, from Nelson

30™ March 1906 The following works are to be undertaken in due course:—Karori South,
painting; Coonoor, residence repairs

25™ April 1906 Mr Carl Gothric Engstrom, of Coonoor, was married at St. Mark's Church,
Wellington, yesterday, to Miss Ellen Mabel Welsby, eldest daughter of Mr John Welsby, of
Marion Street. Miss Welsby was formerly teacher at Coonoor.

1907 -1908
1907 | 13 Coonoor | Aston Aubery E Master | £99 $15,520
1908 | 11 Coonoor | Aston Aubery E Master | £99 $15,520

8th August 1907 Miss O Simmons (Coonoor) to the Otaki School

12" September 1907 Mr A E Ashton Sole Teacher Coonoor

13™ September 1907 Rev. A. E. Aston, formerly relieving teacher at the local State School,
and latterly of the Otaki School, has been appointed by the Education Board to be sole
teacher at Coonoor.

28™ September 1907 Wellington Education Board Coonoor. £43 10s for repairs to school and
residence.

26™ June 1908 Wellington Education Board Coonoor Fencing approved



1909-1910
1909 | 9 | Coonoor | Kirby | James H Master | £90 $14,302
1910 | 10 | Coonoor | Kirby | JamesH | E1 | Master | £90 $14,109
27™ August 1909 MR J H Kirby appointed Sole Teacher at Coonoor
25™ January 1910 SMITH— KIRBY.— On the 10th January, at Eketahuna, by the Very Rev.
Dean McKenna Albert, second son of Eli Smith, of Masterton, to Annie Lilian, third
daughter of J. H. Kirby, Coonoor.
26™ August 1910 At the Coonoor School, last Friday evening, Mr J. H. Kirbv delivered a
lecture on "China —Its History, Condition and Destiny." The lecturer referred to the ancient
civilisation of China and the unique spectacle of a sell-contained people evolving a system of
education, a material civilisation, and a high ethical standard, and to the remarkably persistent
industry of the people. The Chinese were com-mon-sense, patient people, and their great

qualities, backed by their vast numbers, must give them control of the world's industries. Part
of a long article clearly written by Mr Kirby as have numerous letters to various newspapers
all with pseudonym signatures

30™ November 1910 £2 for repairs to Front fence at Coonoor. Wellington Education Board
14™ December 1910 Mr J H Kirby resigns from Coonoor School

15™ December 1910 On Saturday last (says the Pahiatua Herald) a picnic was held at
Coonoor. there being quite a large gathering of the residents, both old and young, who had
met iv this way to show their appreciation of the good work done by Mr J. H. Kirby during
the time that he lias had charge of the school there. The time was spent very pleasantly, and
the whole of the arrangements were carried out iv first class style, special provision being
made for the entertainment and amusement of the children. Much regret was expressed that
Mr Kirby was about to vacate the position of master of the school, as he "had won the
confidence and good opinion of everyone in the district. We understand that Mr Kirby, who
was originally a journalist, is going back to his first love, having joined the staff of the
Wairarapa Daily Times. We wish him success.

James Herbert Kirby

Born ¢ 1831 Died 1917

Teacher- Bankrupt- Writer- Self Promotor

James Herbert Kirby and family arrived in Dunedin in 1874 to open a new Church of
England (Anglican) Denominational school in connection with the All Saints Church. Kirby
had had considerable teaching experience in Victoria Australia and had been appointed
Headmaster of the new operation. The circular issued by the conductors of the school states
that “the children of parents belonging to other denominations will be gladly received, and
care will be taken not to give needless offence in the religious teaching”

The school was opened on the 15" January 1874 with a meeting of the of parents and friends
being held in the schoolroom, his Honour Mr. Justice Chapman presided over the occasion.
The chairman, Bishop Neville, the Reverend Mr Stanford, and Mr Kirby spoke.

Prior to the opening of the school, Kirby was advertising that he was in a position to form a
senior class for Youths immediately destined for commercial pursuits where a thorough
grounding in English and mercantile work would be given. No pupils would be received in



this class unless they had passed an entrance examination and a separate fee of 30 shillings
per quarter would be charged. Kirby also offered private classes in Latin and French.

Kirby gave a lecture to an “excellent attendance” in the All Saint’s Schoolroom on the topic
“Half an Hour Among Authors “about the incalculable benefits to be deprived from the study
of good books. The usual compliments to the lecturer and the chairman, Rev R. L. Stanford
were given and the chairman terminated the proceedings

At the breakup of the school in December 1875 the Rev Mr. Stanford who was deputing for
the Bishop as chairman spoke highly of the discipline of the children — a very high tone
pervaded the school. Mr Kirby had worked indefatigably and had gained the love and respect
of his pupils. Mr Kirby reviewed the last half year. The Bishop and Chairman had helped him
with the examination.

The chairman then presented Mr Kirby with a handsome tourist’s telescope and case

But by September 1876 Mr Kirby had applied to the Otago Education Board and been
accepted on the recommendation of the Board’s Secretary to be recognised as a teacher under
the Board. This was the time when Education Boards were starting to change under the
forthcoming 1877 free education act. Where parent were no longer charged fees for attending
schools collected often by the teacher but would be paid for by Education Boards, elected by
School Committee members, from monies allocated to them by the Education Department in
Wellington.

At its meeting of the 7" December 1876 James Kirby was appointed to the new school of
Ravenswood Rothesby school in North Dunedin by the Otago Education Board.

Though he had resigned he continued to be held in good regard by the All saints Grammar
School as on the 13™ December 1876 there is a report here the flowing was reported in the
Otago Papers After an examination of his pupils, Mr Kirby brought the proceedings of the All
Saints' Grammar School to a close yesterday with a picnic at the Ocean Beach. The young
people enjoyed themselves exceedingly. Great regret is felt by the pupils at losing Mr Kirby,
who now withdraws from the School. To take up as Master the Main District School at
Ravensbourne and Rothesay.

Kirby was clearly well regarded in the area as he Inspected Mr W H Walker’s private school
on Great King Street, Dunedin in a very positive manner where the pupils were praised.

There are no reports of Kirby at Ravensbourne School but he was also the returning officer
for the West Harbour Brough Council for their elections

By the 20™ March 1878 Kirby had resigned his position as Mr Coyle of the Fourth School
has been appointed head teacher of the Ravensbourne and Rothesay School vice Mr Henry
(Sic) Kirby resigned. This time the only announcement that could be found in the Otago
papers, James Kirby was in Washdyke, just North of Timaru where he had been appointed as
Head teacher. (Their previous teacher having gone to Cromwell). His appointment was for
James Henry of Dunedin appointed teacher and Mrs Kirby appointed his assistant with the
comment It is understood that Mr Kirby will be able to re-open the school in a short time.

So quickly in fact that an advertisement appeared in the Timaru Herald That Mr and Mrs
Kirby would open the Washdyke School on Monday 25™ March 1878 with a full attendance
requested and then 4 days later Kirby was advertising that he was holding Evening classes for
adults, never one to miss an opportunity.



He also was back giving lecture this time to aid school funds was given by Henry Kirby the
schoolmaster in the schoolroom Washdyke The lecture was called Half an Hour with great
authors (a repeat). The audience was not very large but was better than might have been
expected it being the first occurrence of its kind in Washdyke. Then early in 1879 he was
offering elocution lessons in Timaru at 8 pm at Mrs Mansfield’s School. This was about 8
kilometres (5 Miles) from Washdyke

8™ March 1879 In our notice of the Wesleyan Church entertainment yesterday, we entirely
omitted to mention the part Mr J Kirby took in the programme —that of delivering two
recitations. The first was a scene from the "Merchant of Venice," followed by " The Rivals;"
for each of which he received hearty and well-deserved applause. It needs to be remembered
that Kirby often wrote his own approvals.

Mr Kirby was soon on the move again being appointed Assistant Secretary of the South
Canterbury Education Board after some discussion and a vote taken on whether he should be
appointed Secretary or not at a meeting reported on the 5™ August 1880. His salary was set at
as £150. In 1879 he earnt £144 at Washdyke and Mrs Kirby £50 as an assistant. By
December Mr Kirby as asking by letter that the Education Board pay him an increased salary.
In January of the next year his salary was increased to £165

In 1881 The birth of daughter Annie Lilian to J Kirby on August 7" was announced.
Presumably wife Jane was also involved. The table below is taken from Birth Deaths and
marriages for New Zealand

1873/25420 Kirby Cissy Jane Jane James
1875/2072  Kirby Reginald Aspinall Jane James
1877/3082  Kirby Edith Placida Jane James
1879/7288  Kirby Stanley Jane James
1881/8856  Kirby Annie Lilian Jane James
1886/3629  Kirby Irene Jane James

1894/4867  Kirby  Alfred Herbert Jane James Herbert

Mr James Kirby tendered his resignation in January 1882 the assistant Secretary of the South
Canterbury Education Board tendered his resignation because he had been appointed to the
staff of the Evening Paper. . In accepting Mr Kirby's resignation it was decided to convoy to
him an expression of satisfaction with the manner m which he had discharged the duties of
his office during the two years he had occupied it.

There is no further information until an advertisement appears in the Timaru Herald that on
30™ May 1883 James Kirby was declared Bankrupt. He was listed as a Journalist living in
Timaru. Interestingly there is a large black cross placed over the exact article in The Paper’s
Past copy

In 1884 Kirby was promoting at meetings the Political Reform Association a group which
wanted to participate in National elections

On the motion of Mr J Kirby it was reported that the Committee meet on the 9™ next. to
arrange for a large public- meeting at an early date, to lay before the public a clear statement
of the aims and intentions of the Association Political Reform meeting

22" April 1885 Mr J Kirby of the South Canterbury Times, then rose and proposed — " That
this meeting desires to encourage the system of technical instruction m South Canterbury,
cordially thanks the promoters, and appoints the following gentlemen a committee to carry



out the system which has been initiated By the 23" May 1885 Mr J Kirby was appointed the
Justice and Education spokesman

Speaking at the Opening of new technical school in Timaru on the 12" May 1887, Mr J
Kirby then briefly impressed upon all to attend to the practical, and not to waste early life in
pursuit of the ideal, as by the frittering away of opportunities in youth many had pursued an
ignoble career, and wasted as practical industry would have ennobled

October 1887 finds the editor of the South Canterbury Times, Mr James Kirby selling a
pamphlet on the current political crisis for 2d a copy. Some nowadays think our newspapers
are politically aligned, what an ado if a current editor worked for a political party while
publishing a newspaper. And in in the New Zealand Tablet 20" April 1888 We learn that
Mpr. J. Kirby is about to sever his connection with the South Canterbury Times. The paper,
which has been most ably conducted under Mr. Kirby management, will suffer a severe loss,
and Timaru will lose an estimable resident. Mr. Kirby has deserved especially well of the
Irish and Catholic population among whom his labours have been carried on. The tablet was
a paper supporting the Catholic Church. Mr Kirby seemed to follow various denominations
depending on where he is living at the time.

In May 1888 The Marlborough Express announced Mr. J. Kirby, for some years editor of the
South Canterbury Times and Timaru correspondent of the Lyttelton Times, and who was for
some time sub-editor of the Lyttelton Times, has accepted the editorship of the Marlborough
Express, at Blenheim

After having gone through Bankruptcy once it now starts to show that Mr Kirby is still
having difficulty balancing his books, not a good look for the editor of a regional newspaper.
C. M. Brewster V. J H Kirby, claim £6 15s (judgment summons) adjourned for a week on the
application of defendant Followed by: 21° August 1890 In Bankruptcy.— A meeting of the
creditors m the estate of J H Kirby was held in the Court House this afternoon, and was
adjourned till Tuesday next to allow the debtor to bring up a more satisfactory statement,
than was produced. One has to feel sorry for Mrs Kirby and their children constantly on the
move and always lacking in ready money

6" September 1890 VALEDICTORY. The Mayor said he desired to inform the Council that
this was- the last occasion on which Mr J H Kirby, Editor of the Express, would report the
proceedings of the Council, and he felt sure Councillors would agree with him that Mr Kirby
had always given accurate and faithful reports of meetings, and would recognise the fact. Cr
Sinclair said he very much regretted the announcement, and he thoroughly endorsed the
remarks of the Mayor. Mr Kirby had not only been faithful m his reports but he had taken
great interest m Municipal matters generally and had done good. (Hear! Hear!) Cr Ching
fully agreed with what had been said and added that Mr Kirby had frequently given the
Council a knock but it was always well meant and kindly done- Councillors unanimously
assented and the subject dropped.

Then in 1892 it was announced that Wellington Evening Press would be represented in the
House of Representatives Press Gallery by Mr J H Kirby an old Southern journalist.
Parliament can’t have suited Mr Kirby as he was appointed in October 1892 to the editorial
staff of the Napier Evening News and was due to leave for Hawkes Bay at once. Never a
mention of Mrs Kirby and how she was English Language was the topic of a lecture by James



Kirby at St Mary’s Literary Society in Napier continued Kirby’s ability to talk and talk and
promote himself

Then along comes more financial black news. 31 May 1894 Empire Loan Company v. ] H
Kirby, £11 13s, costs £1. Equivalent of $2148.88 in March 2016. This was only one of
Kirby’s debts. Here is another: 23" July 1894 Te Aro Loan Co v. J H Kirby £4 8s

6" December 1894 Newspaper report written by Kirby On a recent trip to Auckland, Mr J H
Kirby, the versatile editor of the Napier News, fell in with a Jap, with whom the genial
pressman became chummy. Writing in his paper afterwards an account of his trip, he
remarked The Japanese, who spoke English with perfect correctness and fluency, gave me
lots of information about his country and countrymen. "Where on earth did you learn such
excellent English?" I asked him. “My dear sir, at school," he answered, "every Japanese of
any respectability learns English. You have taught us everything, and we are trying to
improve on the model." “I’m not sure you are not succeeding, I answered. _ And to hear the
graceful courteous Jap talking with ease and propriety, made me understand how perfectly
Japan has assimilated and profited by Western example, and how gracefully the mantle of
European civilisation and culture rests upon Japan.

17™ January 1895 From J H Kirby, informing the Council that seats would be reserved on the
stage for members of the Borough Council on the occasion of the Premier's address at the
Gaiety Theatre on Friday, — Received with thanks. .

More debts 13" March 1895 J H Kirby v. Evening News Company, £21.

2nd May 1896 J H Kirby (Mr Lee) v. P, A, Herman (Mr Scannell) claim for £65 counter claim
for £50. Mr Turnbull said he had had the opportunity of reading up the best cases
corresponding with this. Looking to Kirby's letter of authority, he thought Herman had done
all that he was employed to do, and that completion was only prevented by the action of Mr
Kirby. He was not satisfied that the evidence as to the alleged amount of commission, £50,
had been properly corroborated. He therefore gave judgment for plaintiff for £40 15s, and
£24 5s for defendant on the counter claim, each party to pay their own costs. He refused
application by defendants counsel to appeal. This was a case where J H Kirby was trying to
set up his own newspaper in Hastings but clearly he didn’t manage that. The interesting thing
to the writer is where did the money for the £100 cheque come from because by the 19™
May he had purchased the Marton Mercury and the Marlborough Express was wishing him
well in his new venture The Wanganui Herald reported the sale to the well-known journalist
29™ July 1896 Mr. J H Kirby, proprietor of the Marton Mercury, has presented to the
Wellington Public Library a copy of a work by his brother, Mr. Frederick Vaughan Kirby, F
Z S known to readers 'of Land and Water under the non de plume of " Magagamba." The
title of the book is "In Hunts of Wild Game : A Hunter-Naturalist's Wanderings from
Kahblamba to Libombo," 1896, and it forms a valuable addition to the stock of books on
South Africa in the Reference Library. Article in the Wellington Evening Post

By September 1896 the Marlborough Express was reporting that Mr J H Kirby should be
requisitioned to contest the electorate of Rangitikei (Marton) seat for the Liberal Party. Even
in those days clearly Mr Kirby saw being a member of Parliament was a soft touch. Because
on the 28" September The office of the Marton Mercury newspaper was destroyed by fire
between 2.00 and 3.00 on Sunday Morning. (The building and plant being insured for £950).
The proprietor hinted at incendiarism but as yet there was no hint of that. I was told by a



policeman some years ago that fires on Sunday mornings were the most suspicious and
needed careful investigation. This fire seems very well timed as J H Kirby of Marton is filing
for Bankruptcy in the Marton Court. There were at least 20 unsecured debtors. He claimed
that was because he spent more than the paper earnt.

In March 1897 Mr Kirby was appointed editor of the Newtown Advocate a new Wellington
paper established to advance and conserve the interests of Newtown, The suburb of
Wellington in the area around the Wellington Zoo. Unfortunately this can’t have been a
success as the “well known journalist” has been appointed to the Whakataki School in the
Castlepoint Area. ‘Before taking up press work was a very successful teacher in the
Canterbury district. Here again is another self-promoting text swallowed by the Press. And by
the end of October 1898 Kirby was out of bankruptcy.

8™ August 1898 Mr Kirby opened the Whakataki School where all the records had been
removed at 9.30 and all the books were in confusion. The previous teacher, Mr Magnuson’s
wife died in June and he had gone to Masterton to work for the County Council

Then on August 8", 1898. Mr J. H. Kirby Opened School at 9.30 with an attendance of 17.
He found the school records had been removed and all the apparatus books are in confusion.
Mr Kirby wrote General Desire evinced by parents and children that work should be to
succeed.

On the 6" August 1898. Miss Cissy Kirby daughter of Head Teacher appointed as
postmistress and portable office moved to new site in the school grounds. Daughter aged
about 25 and in her birth registration no parents are recorded. Went from here to Ti Nui as
“Women in Charge of a Post Office”

Mr Kirby was an interesting character who came to Dunedin to teacher at a church school and
then slowly worked his way North, teaching, editing newspapers, being assistant Secretary to
South Canterbury Education Board, owning newspapers, being made bankrupt at least twice,
having fires in his premises, and never staying long in a job or career. He arrived in
Whakataki after a disastrous period in Marton, when he was made bankrupt. He left
Whakataki for Cross Creek School It was easy to follow him around his travels as he wrote a
huge number of pieces promoting his own good work and good writing.

13™ August 1898 Closed the first school week yesterday with an attendance of 17. The
weather has been exceptionally bad. The weekly roll number was 18. The average attendance
was 17.1 During the week carefully tested the pupils in fundamental portions of schoolwork.
Found writing and demeanour exceptionally good all round. On every other respect the
children displayed surprising ignorance and backwardness. Not one child could locate “The
Bluff” or the Waitaki River or the Mediterranean Sea. No one could work a rate of three
sums, or answer questions in Accidence. (the part of grammar that deals with the inflections
of words.)

Found it imperatively necessary to helping the nobs in every branch of schoolwork. Children
perfectly satisfied of their own deficiency and most anxious to improve themselves

22™ Oct 1898 Mrs Kirby was appointed sewing teacher at Whakataki

11™ October. This morning the chairman of the committee having consulted another member
of the committee and the teacher- decided to close the school for a week on account of the
measles epidemic. Nearly every household having members laid up with the malady.



22" October 1899 A record gale was experienced at Whakataki on Thursday, morning,
according to the correspondent of the Wairarapa Daily Times, The wind began to blow about
8 with more than hurricane violence from the northwest, and, before half-an-hour, had risen
to the force of a blizzard, doing considerable damage. The massive brick chimney of the
school was hurled down. Most of the buildings in the neighbourhood sustained damage. and
sheds, outbuildings, &c, lay scattered about in all directions. Several horsemen, who were
proceeding to coast stations encountered the full fury of the storm, one being flung off his
horse and very severely shaken Written by Mr Kirby
On the 5™ December 1889 Mr Kirby reported that Committee have decided to close for the
Xmas vacation on Thursday 22", the holidays to be a fortnight beginning on Xmas day.
Papers Past Recorded on 14" December 1898 Mr. J. H. Kirby, the well-known journalist, has
been selected for the position of master of the School at Whakataki, in the Castlepoint
district. Mr. Kirby, before taking up press work, was a very successful teacher in the
Canterbury district. (Mr Kirby was already working at Whakataki from August 1898) This is
another case of self-promotion by Mr Kirby
Whakataki is a small township 60 Kilometres from Masterton (37 Miles) and was in the
1900’s important because the hotel there catered for people landed at Castlepoint from a ship
going inland, people walking along the coast stopped there and farmers in the district, One
report we saw stated there were over twenty rivers/creeks crossings between Castlepoint and
Tinui the nearer bigger settlement that had to be forded
The following work on Whakataki came from the log kept by Mr Kirby. As well as these
notes he also wrote material on Whakataki for the Wairarapa Papers under the Pseudonym
Whakataki Correspondent. These often had Glowing References to a Mr J H Kirby, Pieces
from other sources are marked with PP and are to be found on the Website Papers Past
16™ November 1899 Hooping (sic) cough appeared in the neighbourhood among Maoris. In
consequence the Chairman of Committee decided to forbid the attendance of Maori Children
pending Doctor’s declaration that the disease had vanished. Followed on the by 27"
November The cough is spreading and today half the scholars are away ill while those in
attendance are ill and sickening. Weather boisterous. Then by the 13" December Owing to
the prevalence of sickness the Whakataki School has closed for the midsummer holidays.
10™ January 1900 Attendance still meagre owing to prevalence of sickness. Meeting of
Mothers decided yesterday to hold annual school treat on February 2™ but some doubt
entertained as to success partly because of the uncertainty as to the place in which to hold the
treat and partly because of so much sickness. Maori children not in attendance. At another
meeting held on the 17" January the Mothers arranged the Annual Picnic. There was
disagreement as to Castle Point or Whakataki, The latter chosen However it was reported that
the annual school treat held at Castle Point was highly successful.
23" March Inst. Mr Inspector Lee being examiner.
Inspection Report on Whakataki Public School Inspected 22 March 1900

1. Timetable is admittedly seldom worked by

2. Too much individual teaching. Arithmetic an inferior subject

3. Reading well taught

4. Order fair Discipline satisfactory



Mrs Kirby is an excellent teacher of sewing. All oral subjects are well taught and the pupils
minds are fully developed in all English subjects; but the arithmetic was a sad failure.

In 16™ June 1901. Telephone bureau for handling telephone calls was added to the exchange
at the school. This was one of the earliest schools to get a phone. The telephone line from
Napier came through Whakataki

The inspectors visited each school at least twice a year and sometimes sprung in a surprise
visit. In March 1902 it was reported by Inspector Lee that paper was lying about the grounds,
the outside office (7oilet) was not in good order and the Shelter Shed was scribbled on. There
should be offices and a urinal for the boys. So boys and girls shared the same toilet, or the
boys went out in the hedge certainly a long drop or pit type toilet.

In March 1901 the School Committee was writing to the teacher. Requesting teacher not to
alter the hour for opening of School. School was to be opened at 9. All discussion between
School Committee and teacher was by written correspondence Mr Kirby records Have sent a
letter to the School Committee drawing their attention to the dirty state of the office and
water tank and the room is to be cleaned, the ceiling is very dirty. Also asked for a pot of
varnish or black lacquer for fire grate

Then later in March it is recorded Admitted two Maori Boys Cameron and Thomas Hawea
neither who can speak a word of English and have never been to school.

By 11" May, Allan Harvey’s name removed from roll. He was over 15 years passed Standard
7 and has gone to work. 24 Children on roll. Have asked School Committee for chalk and
black varnish. No cleaner appointed yet. Parents are grumbling about their children having to
clean the room.

Mr Kirby is announcing in February the news of Mr J. H. Kirby's removal from Whakataki to
Cross' Creek has been received with many expressions of regret. Mr Kirby has been very
popular both in Whakataki (where he has taught school for about five years) and at Tenui
(Now Tinui), where he has delighted audiences from time to time with his interesting lectures.
We wish him every success in his new sphere of labour.

17" March 1903 Mr Edward G. McDougall, one of the refrigerating engineers at the
Wanganui works (son of Mr J. W. McDougall, editor of the Napier Daily Telegraph) was
married in Wellington yesterday afternoon to Miss Plassy Kirby (Edith Placida daughter of
Mr J. H. Kirby, headmaster of the Cross Creek School). The ceremony was performed by the
Rev. C. Bond. The bride was attended by her two sisters, and Mr E 1. McDougall was best
man.

Cross Creek may have been closer to civilization but in itself was a tough place to live and
very tough for women. The teacher was the only non-railway employee in the area, transport
in and out was by rail mainly (You could walk out). There were no other shops or services.
Cross Creek was tucked in a high sided valley in the foothills of the Rimutakas where trains
were arranged to go to the summit being pulled by “Fell” engines. The whole system
revolved around a centre rail with extra grabbing wheels. The trains were broken up at either
the Summit or Cross Creek and fell engines were placed along the train. The place was noisy
at night as the trains operated on a 24 hour cycle. The school was always known as being
tough on teachers, The children living at The Summit came to school by train. The climate
was rugged strong winds, heavy rain, the air smelt of smoke, the sun made a very short
appearance in winter. This was the climate for the Kirby Family



31% March 1904 CROSS CREEK SCHOOL

Mr Inspector VII, presented | passed 1;

Standard VI., presented 1, passed 1; Standard V., presented 4, passed 3;

Standard I'V., presented 2, passed 2;

Standard 111., presented 4, passed 4;

Standard 11., presented 2, passed 2;

Standard 1., presented 5, passed 5 ;

Standard Primer, presented 9, passed 9. ,

The names of the pupils who passed standards are:—

Standard VII., Aubrey Godfrey

Standard VI., George Melrose;

Standard V., Ethel Churchouse, Eunice Taylor, May Wilkinson ; Standard IV., Alfred
Herbert Kirby, Walter Melrose ;

Standard 111., Helina Godfrey, Mary Wilson, Mabel Wilson, Joseph Wills;

Standard 11., Thos. Ruane, Amy Hunter;

Standard 1., Dorothy Heslop, Gladys Holt, May Kinross, Julia Ruane, Keith Hunter.

There are in the Wairarapa Papers of this period a lot of the writings of “The Cross Creek
Correspondent,” about life at Cross Creek, many with glowing references to Mr J H Kirby all
written by J H Kirby in his inimitable style

5™ September This is a precis of a Letter written to Sir Joseph Ward. from Mr Kirby

Roll is 38

Average attendance depending on the season from 28 to 33

This is just a little lower than a pupil teacher is allowed

The special character of this school should allow for a pupil teacher to be added

A rather unusual number of very young children besides 7 standards and of course the school
monitor

As the children all belong to railway employees it occurred to me that you might come to our
assistance with the Department making up the small difference

I may add that my results and my relations with the people are of the best and I am personally
as well as professionally gracious to see the school assisted in this way.

5™ September 1904 Cover letter to Mr Hogg Wairarapa MP from Mr Kirby. Will you be so
kind as to peruse the enclosed letter and hand it to Sir Joseph Ward (if he mentions the
matter) corroborate as may confidently do, my statements. I have a slim idea that he will
listen to this very reasonable suggestion

I hope you are keeping fit under the strain of office and with your kind regards J H Kirby

10™ October. A strong letter from Mr Ronayne Head of Railways to the Minister of Railways
stating don’t start giving these sort of subsidies

1* March 1905 CROSS CREEK.

(From Our Own Correspondent). The annual picnic of the Cross Creek School was held on
26th inst., on the splendid ground kindly lent for the occasion by Mr H. C. Wilkinson,
Chairman of the Committee. There was a full muster of scholars and a very large attendance
of parents and friends, besides several visitors from outlying districts. Sumptuous repasts
were prepared, and an excellent programme of sports was carried out with much spirit. At the
conclusion of the sports a large number of valuable prizes- were distributed. The weather



throughout was delightful. The parents and other residents of the Creek had contributed
readily and generously towards the picnic fund, and several outsiders, notably Mr Buchanan,
M.H.R., Messrs Vincent Allan, Saunders and Te Aro House, assisted in promoting the affair,
which was a genuine success throughout. During the afternoon the clever artist whose recent
" Incline " picture was referred to in your columns a few days ago, " took " the school
children in a group. A picnic of the railway employees at Cross Creek, to take place at an
early date, is projected.

This is an example of Kirby’s writing in newspaper

28™ March Cross Creek

[Special to Daily Times)

The School Committee met on Friday evening, 24th inst., and passed several accounts and
prepared an estimate of repairs needed to the teacher's residence. The balance-sheet of the
School picnic fund was submitted, and a vote of thanks passed to Mr Kirby (Article written
by Mr Kirby) for his successful conduct of the gathering.

I may add that intense indignation is felt in the Creek at the scandalous and untrue statements
that have been made, and at the libellous and defamatory references to individuals, and it is
much regretted that outside interference should have thrown even a passing cloud over one of
the pleasantest gatherings ever held in the Creek. In fact, it was proposed to hold another
Sunday picnic by way of reply to the objectors, and this would undoubtedly be done if the
season were not so far advanced, and members unable at so short notice to undertake the
work required in connection with these outings. It is understood that a mighty locomotive is
shortly to be placed in. commission here to work the Incline, and the wildest rumours are
afloat as to its size and power. Already it has been represented to me as equal to three Fells,
and if it does not come to light soon it will grow, in the popular imagination, to dimensions.
At present it is a " whopper," and grows bigger.

19" May 1905 Mr J H Kirby, schoolmaster at Cross's Creek (Wellington), formerly of
Blenheim, was the recipient of a presentation from the residents of the district the other
evening, as a tribute to his merit and "a token of sympathy with him under an unjustifiable
attack to which he had recently been subjected. The reason for the complaint was that Mr
Kirby had organised the Railwaymen’s Picnic on a Sunday, their only day when all were
available and this Picnic was very successful

27" May 1905 Monthly Meeting.

It was reported by the Works and Finance Committee that the following tenders among others
had been accepted since last Board meeting:- £ 3 4s 6d-;Cross Creek residence (W Benton),
£37 10s; Cross Creek (F. : Benton),

27™ October 1905 At the teacher's request (writes our Cross Creek correspondent): the School
Committee intend erecting permanent seating accommodation in the spacious grounds
surrounding the school,, in order that during the summer months, class work may be
conducted at times- in the open air.

1** August 1908 Died Kirby On August 1st, at her residence, Cross Creek , Jane, beloved wife
of J. H. Kirby ; 56 years

4t August 1908 Mrs Kirby, wife of Mr Kirby, schoolmaster, of Cross Creek , died on
Saturday at her residence after a lingering Illness. The interment took place yesterday in
Wellington. At one stage Mrs Kirby lived away from Cross Creek as the railway house they



lived in saw no sun for about three months. Travel to Featherston would have been by train or
else travel would have been over the hill in a slow trip

14™ January 1909 A meeting of householders was held at Cross Creek on Saturday evening to
decide in what way the residents should show their appreciation of the services of Mr Kirby
as schoolmaster for a number of years past. Mr Kirby has resigned his position as
schoolmaster, and leaves Cross Creek in a few weeks' time, so it was decided to make him a
presentation on Saturday evening next.

19™ January 1909 AT Cross Creek . A most successful social was held last evening in. the
Library, at Cross Creek , the occasion being, a valedictory to Mr. Kirby , the schoolmaster,
who recently resigned his position to take other work under the direction of the Education
Board, the room was crowded, and the ladies mustered m great force. Valuable and
handsome souvenirs were handed to Mr. Kirby and Miss Lily Kirby, on behalf of the
community. Mr. Duncan, stationmaster, made the presentations, and in doing so, eulogised
the .work done by Mr. Kirby, both in the school, and in promoting the intellectual welfare of
the community. Mr. Churchouse (chairman, of the committee) followed, and bore emphatic
testimony to their departing friend's usefulness and capabilities. Mr. Frank Golder, as an old
friend of their guest, said he, too, had profited much by his intercourse with Mr. Kirby, and
Mr. Bryan (a member of the school committee) expressed his high persona] regard for their
friend. Mr. W. Hunter, who was in the chair, testified to his sense of the loss sustained by the
community in Mr. Kirby’s departure. Mr. Kirby, in reply expressed his regret at leaving such
a loyal and generous community as that of the Creek and took occasion also to expound his
theory of education. He thanked them for their uniform kindness to himself and his family, as
well as for the handsome gifts bestowed upon him. His remarks were received with applause.
Miss Lily Kirby also thanked the people for the token, of their regard, which had been given
to her, and was heartily cheered. The remainder of the evening was devoted to music, vocal
and instrumental. On the suggestion of the chairman, "Auld Lang Syne" was sung by all
present, and cheers given for Mr. and Miss Kirby

22m g anuary 1908 Your old acquaintance, once editor of The Express, Mr J H Kirby, who for
the last few years has been in charge of the Cross Creek State School—Cross Creek is a
railway settlement in the Rimutaka—was "farewelled" the other night, having received
another and better appointment under the Education Board. Mr Kirby's son is now associate-
editor with Mr Freeth, on the New Zealand Times, for which journal he has done some very
fine work. He has been chosen, with Mr Lesley Lukin, to represent Wellington at "the
Imperial Conference of Journalists to be held in London during the -coming summer. A nice
little trip, for I believe all "exes" are paid. Clearly written by Mr Kirby as there was no
“better” appointment awaiting for Mr James Henry Kirby with the Wellington Education
Board.

After staying as relieving teacher at Cross Creek until May the next year he was appointed to
go to Pukehinau School which was way out in the East of the “Bush” Area close to the small
town of Pongaroa. This is where Kirby’s replacement J H Fieldhouse came from. By the end
of 1909 Mr Kirby had been appointed to the Coonoor School which as on the Rising Sun
road in the foothills of the Puketoi Range and the Northern School of the Wellington
Education Board. It was closer to Dannevirke than Pahiatua.



We haven’t found a reason why Kirby left Cross Creek and was then posted to the real
outback of the Wellington Education Board

25" ] anuary 1910 MARRIAGES. SMITH— KIRBY.— On the 10th January, at Eketahuna,
by the Very Rev. Dean McKenna, Albert, second son of Eli Smith, of Masterton, to Annie
Lilian, third daughter of J H Kirby, Coonoor.

In May 1911 a paper written by Mr J H Kirby of the Coonor School called the “Geography
Outfit” was read to the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Educational Institute showing
that Mr Kirby was still promoting himself . He left Coonor in 1911

Then in 1913 he was in Masterton Hospital and must have recovered as in 1915 he was
quoted as recently of the Rotorua Times and writing about amelioration of Maori Conditions.
And by June was taking over a sub editors position for the Wairarapa Age newspaper siting
his Experience at Marlborough Express rather than his more recent experiences

4™ January 1916 He was seriously ill at Eketahuna presumably living with his daughter
Cissy. Recovery must have been made as by May he was offering himself as an Instructor of
Elocution to the Technical Education board in Wellington and wondering if a branch could be
set up at Island bay, where he resided. Though living in Island Bay he was giving a lecture
on Literature and Humanity in Petone and Russia in his home town. Both to Methodist
audiences. He was also Preaching later in the year to the Berhampore Methodists

23" December 1916 Mr J H Kirby Preaching at Berhampore Methodist Church

12™ January 1917 Mr. J H Kirby, who died at the Wellington Hospital on Wednesday at the
age of 74 years, was for many years connected with the journalistic and teaching professions
in New Zealand. About 45 years. ago he . came ,to the from Victoria-,;and at various times
was connected with ' the South Canterbury Times,- the Evening Press '(Wellington, the
Evening News - (Napier),, and ;the Marlborough Express, Rotorua Times, and Wairarapa
Age. He was 'also at one time headmaster of All Saints' School, Dunedin, and secretary of
the; South Canterbury Education Board, and in later years was in-the service of the
Wellington Education- Board. His eldest son, Mr. 'Fred Kirby, was for many years sub editor
of the New Zealand Times and is now on the staff of the Sydney Bulletin. Another son, Mr.
S. Kirby, is on the operating staff of-the Dominion, and a third son, Mr. R. H. Kirby, is at the
front. 'The late Mr. Kirby was in the earlier days a writer 'of considerable standing in the
public press, and is, held in kindly memory by pressmen who were members of Press Gallery
in; the early days of the Ballance and Seddon regimes. A capable journalist. and a bright and
lucid writer on a large variety of subjects, he did excellent work in the strenuous days of old.
His remains were interred in the Karori .cemetery .this afternoon, the Rev Mr' Drake
officiating.

12™ January 1917 The death occurred in the Wellington Hospital on Wednesday night of Mr
J. IT. Kirby, one of the oldest journalists in New Zealand, and a former Wairarapa resident.
The deceased, who was over seventy years of age, came to New Zealand from Victoria. He
was on the staff at various times of a number of prominent New Zealand newspapers. He
left journalism for a number of years and engaged in school-teaching under the Wellington
Education Board at Whakataki, Cross Creek and elsewhere. Re returned to journalism a few
years ago and was at one time on the staff of the "Wairarapa Daily Times." The deceased was
held in high esteem. He leaves a family of three sons and four daughters. One of his sons is



on active service, while another is Mr F. Kirby, of the Sydney "Bulletin." His daughters
include Mrs J. Cross (Te Whanga) and Mrs B. Smith (Alfredton). Wairarapa Times Age.

We leave the reader to make up their own minds about James Henry Kirby but what did this
man put his Wife and Family through in his pursuit of his own goals

1911-1912
1911 | 11 Coonoor | Davie Harry P C Master | £90 $14,234
1912 | 7 Coonoor | Clachan | William J Master | £90 $13,802

4™ March 1911 Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Educational Institute A paper by Mr.
Kirby, of the Coonoor School, on "The Geography Outfit," was read by the secretary. The
write? was accorded a vote of thanks

21% April 1911 Mr Percy Davie has been appointed teacher of the Coonoor School

3rd May 1911 Bush Advocate Coonoor We have had the usual annual school meeting, the
committee for the ensuing year being composed of Messrs Wright (chairman), .Parsons,
Diamond, Kelly and Conway.

Mr Davey's the present school teacher. This makes the fourth since Christmas.

The teacher is coaching up three pupils for their Civil Service examination.

26™ May 1911 Miss Simmons (assistant teacher at Hukanui.) takes charge of the Mokoia
school. Wanganui district. The Hukanui people regret her departure Miss Simmons was
formerly in charge of the Coonoor School

28"™ June 1911 Wellington Education Board granted money for new piping in stove=-
residence

19™ January 1911 Mr Percy Davey informs us that in his school at Coonoor pupils secured a
Junior Civil service pass, a proficiency pass, and competency pass

30™ January 1912 Mr H Davie (Coonoor) resigns [Note spelling of Davy is as published]

26™ February 1912 Mr Percy Davie, of Woodville. has been successful in passing the recent
examination for Teachers C certificate. This is the third exam, passed by him inside two
"years, the two previous being for the Junior and Senior Civil Services. One of Mr Davie’s
pupils at Coonoor passed the. last Junior and Civil Service exam, and two others obtained
proficiency and competency passes respectively, Much credit, is due to Mr Cartwright, who,
as Mr Davie’s coach, has exhibited such ability and good judgment in directing the work of a
brilliant student.

1918/83330 Davie Harry Percy Claude 27Y

9" May 1918 Woodville Examiner Yesterday's casualty list; announced the death m action of
Lieutenant H. P. C Davie who as Percy Davie, was well known not only in Woodville, but in
the Wairarapa as well. Lieutenant Davie in his youthful days was on the staff of a local
grocery establishment and later took up teaching. He was the possessor of a fine voice which
brought him fame at competitions and was a treat to listen to. He went through the Gallipoli
campaign and was in Egypt also, and received a military medal for bravery and his death
leaves a sorrowing father and wide circle of friends to mourn his loss.

11™ March 1912 Wellington Education Board Coonoor Sole Teacher Mrs Fouhy. At the end
of 1912 Mrs Fouhy was at Hamua School



William Clachan was at Brooklyn School in 1911, 1912 at Coonoor (Possibly relieving) and

in 1913 at Takapau School near Porirua

24™ April 1912 School Committee C Parsons (Chairman) J Diamond, M Conway, R
McKenzie, P T Kearn

1913-1914
1913 | 7 Coonoor | Stafford | Fred Master | £90 $13,500
1914 | 6 Coonoor | Stafford | Fred Master | £90 $12,885
12™ March 1913 Mr F Stafford appointed
In 1912 Fred Stafford was a Male Pupil Teacher at Woodville DHS
In 1915 Fred was on the Roseneath Staff and away serving his country
1915 | 5 Coonoor | Cleghorn | Bessie Female | £36 $4,822
1917 | 7 Coonoor | Milligan | Mabel M Sole £110 $12,329

27™ January 1915 Miss B Cleghorn appointed . By 1917 Bessie was teaching at Hinemoa
and in 121 she was at Ngaturi
18™ September 1916 Miss M Millington appointed \
31% October 1917 Miss M Milligan resigns

20™ February 1918 Wellington Education Board It was advised that the Coonoor School and
the Scarborough Run aided school had been closed.

1918 -
1919 5 Coonoor | Rice Jessie | Sole £60 $5,420
1921 7 Coonoor | Rankin Eira G | Sole £105 $9,039

10™ December 1919 Mr J H Rice resigned
21% May 1920 Miss J Rice resigns

National Archives: Buildings and Sites: Coonoor 1897 231 Square Feet same at
31% February 1951
Residence built 1899 2 rooms
Condemned and sale for removal approved 5™ March 1938 Accepted tender £2 approved 16™

June 1938

Closed 1916 written off. ?? Reopened 1919 added 1919 section 28 Area 1 acre in 1898
Closed January 1940 Reopened May 1940 Closed July 1940 Reopened 14™ March 1948

Residence deducted 1938

Septic Tank added 1956

1903-1974

16th September 1903 One classroom 224 Square Foot

14 foot x 16.6 foot (4.26 metres x 5.05 Meters) Extension 10 feet x 16.6 feet

Roll 1900 6., 1901 6, 1902 11, 1903 March 15, June 15

Makuri 10 miles, Horoeka 15 miles, Makairo 9 Miles

Extension of p[resent classroom Built of wood, galvanised roof, & brick chimney




T R Fleming Inspector The schoolroom too small for number of children attending. An
extension recommended
Hogben secretary of Education to Minister I have no recommendation to make
22™ March 1908 Education Board to Education Department
a) The residence in this very remote part of the country has been unoccupied for several
years
b) It has been shown it is unfit for occupation
c) A new teacher has been appointed and the place is so remote that immediate
arrangements cannot be made for repair
d) The Board is going to pay the house allowance as from the beginning of the month
24™ March Department 1906 Reply that’s all right but the residence is actually put in order
with six months
25" November 1937 [Next File] Wellington Education Board want to condemn the teacher’s
residence and invite tenders for its removal
17™ December Wellington Education Board There has been no problem teachers getting
accommodation in the past. The Board is unanimous in wanting the residence condemned
Department to Minister of Education
a) Building erected in 18999 contains a kitchen, a bedroom and a very small porch
b) The Board received an offer a number of years for £5 some years ago
c) At present there are 11 children attending
d) Miss E Fleming is boarding in the district and receiving an allowance of £30
9" March 1938 Recommendation for removal approved by the Minister
16™ June 1938 Mr T H Roil purchased the school for £2
16™ November 1938 The ministry were chasing up the Wellington Education Board for the
£2
24™ May 1940 Reopening of School which was closed on the 31* January because of falling
roll numbers.
There are 8 children residing permanently in the district
29"™ May 1940 reopening approved
9™ February 1955 School is 231 sq. feet The school is actually 15 foot x 12 % and 4 foot is
occupied by the stove
The roll will be 17 in 1955
It is necessary to install a septic tank system
Cost attached £1532.10
16™ August 1957 Keith Holyoake Prime Minister lived very close to Coonor and was
member of Parliament for the Area
They wanted a house for a married couple
8™ August 1957 Letter from Mr Holyoake to the Minister of Education included
a) There is considerable dissatisfaction in the Coonor area the teacher appears to a
communist
b) The School Committee have for a house so they can get a married teacher
No residence was built
School closed 1968



Coonoor Accommodation 1918-1969
16" February 1918 The salary for a teacher at Coonor is £56 per annum
20™ February 1918 Scribbled footnote
a) Only 2 scholars available
b) One of them is attending the Makuri School which is the best thing for him
c) Best thing is to close the school
d) J Diamond (Settler at Coonoor) School Committee Chairman
10™ February 1919 J Diamond writes to Wellington Education Board
a) There are now 6 children at Coonor of school age
b) And their parents have asked me to write to you in regard to a school
c) They are aware it would only be an aided one
d) They would be responsible for the Board and salary of the Teacher
e) The names of the parents are
1) Alf Wright 1 child 6 years
2) A K Grubner 4 children 8 to 13 years
3) M Conway 1 Boy 10 years
6" March 1919 Wellington Education Board asks if there are any local teachers
Illegible Date Application from Joseph Diamond to reopen the Connor School
19" March 1919
a) The parents met here tonight and have decided to increase the capitation allowed by
the Board to £11 per child making it £66 also to find the teacher board
2" May 1919 Wellington Education Board they are prepared to open the school when a The
Board has already offered unsuccessfully considerable larger salaries an no teacher is found
5" May 1919
a) 29" Miss Moore’s report on school
b) Miss Milligan left the keys with me she left the top sashes of the windows down a
little to let the air in and was not aware then that anyone had been in the school since
then with the exception of Miss Moore’s brother who took some desks to Makuri and
as I and my family were he could not get the key so he took the desks through the
windows
c) No doubt with the wind it was fairly dirty with the wind blowing into the school
d) Imust say my daughter helped Miss Moore clean the school before the election
e) Ihad alook over the school and residence yesterday
f) I fastened down the windows so no one can get in now
g) The piece goes on and on in the same vein
22" November 1954
Mr A J Brown Secretary Coonoor School Committee wrote a long later complaining about
the small size of eh school and the fact that 17 children will be attending next year
10™ February 1955 Mr Brown writing again asking for help
a) The School Committee had just installed a swimming pool
2" March 1955 Mr Deavoll Secretary of the Wellington Education Board writes that they
are putting Coonoor on the list for 1956
Alterations approved for £1500
7™ December 1955 3 tenders offered all very similar £1532 10 0 Alterations and a septic tank



20™ October 1964 The Boards officer stated the school may not be fit to extend and put new
windows in

The school is being managed by a young teacher who is naturally lacking in experience but
shows promise

The new stove cannot be used in wet weather even after repairs

13™ April R G Wallace teacher writes

A family of seven have moved to a different place. Roll is now 6

31" May 1965 There were 8 names of preschool children on a list provided by the teacher to
the Wellington Education Board

10™ December 1966 Wellington Education Board Coonoor School to be closed

Coonoor School Log
held at National Archives

29™ June 1920 Received this lo g book 20™ June 1920

Commenced duties 7th June 1920. Eira Rankin Sole Teacher Coonoor

9™ July Visited the school on 6™, 7", 8" and 9" July. Miss Rankin has had charge for a few
weeks only and there is evidence of improvement in the tone of the school since she took
charge. Some matters discussed during the visit need Miss Rankin’s continual attention e.g.
The speech of the children . neatness of sorting out work, mental arithmetic, phonics in the P
[Primer] class. The oral lessons given by Miss Rankin showed to produce beneficial results in
History and Geography

Handwork materials needed to carry out the requirements of the syllabus should be applied
for from the Education Office

During my visit Mr Ross generously donated some loads of metal, which was much needed.
The condition of the fences warrant the attention of the committee

B Anderson Organising Teacher.



27" July 1920 Received from Geo Jeffrey Wellington the following goods
1 dozen [12] sheets modelling Cardboard. 3 bags plasticene, 2 dozen plasticene boards. 1
box white chalk, 1 box coloured chalk, 2 bottles gloy [Glue] 1.2 dozen Reeves Greenpouch ?
Pastels. The pastels arrived in a shocking condition. Only the contents of one box unbroken.
The modelling plasticene boxes and cardboard were very much smudges with the pastels

29" July Received from Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd. Wellington 1 T Square, 1 pair
blackboard set squares, q box cardboard coins E G Rankin
10™ August 1920 A copy of the following inspector’s report was received today [From Joe
Diamond . The Diamond family were still in the district in the 1970’s]
Report made 30™ October 1919

Standard No on Roll | No Present
6 Miss Rice 1 1 Proficiency Granted
3 1 1 Satisfactory
1 2 2 Satisfactory to Good
Primers 1 1 Satisfactory

Schemes of work work will be completed for the remainder of the year. The school has been
open only since September previous to which it had been closed for about 12 months. I tested
the pupils in the various subjects and found the standard 6 pupil to be good.

Standard 3 Satisfactory Standard 2 One good one satisfactory: Others satisfactory



A satisfactory beginning has ben made in drawing and Nature Study. From the general results
of my tests it is apparent that Miss Rice must have entered enthusiastically on her duties

A B Charters Inspector 30-10-19

NB Eira G Rankin has signed each entry I have not copied these signatures

Received on 6™ August 1930 quarterly and monthly return forms also requisition forms;
Summary of attendance and admission register. Copy of attendance summary for quarter June
30™, 1920 Made 9™ August 1920

10™ August Received notice of reduction of salary owing to drop in attendance during April-
June quarter

20™ Owing to the bad weather and today being last day of term the Chairman of the School
Committee granted me permission to close the school at 12 noon

22" September I was unable to open the school on September 20" as I had an attack of
influenza and was ill from the 18™ September — 2o™ September

8™ October Visited the school on the 7™ + 8" October 1920. Miss Rankin’s efforts to raise
the standard of work bearing fruit. I would suggest more systematic word building in the P
class also more drill in Tables to memorise results that are being worked out practically

B Anderson Organising Teacher

19" October 1920 Mr Brockett Agriculture Instructor paid a short visit to the school today.
He noticed the need for gardening tools and promised a rake, a hoe and a spade

26™ October Very stormy weather, no attendance at all/

8™ November Annual visit Present 7/7 A B CHARTERS inspector of schools

10™ November Examination Holiday

30™ November Received report from Inspector have pasted the log in the log book

16™ December 1920 Closed this school today for the annual summer holidays. School will
recommence on 1st February 1921

1921

4™ February Owing to there being heavy fires in the district the Coonoor school being in
considerable danger, I removed the registers, Reports, Scheme of work- Timetables-
Summary of attendance, examination register admission register and log book

1* February Reopened school with a roll of 7 Present 7

9™ March The erection of a wire fence in front of school was completed today by members
of the committee. The fences around the school have been repaired

16" March Visited the school on the 16™ and 17™ March

The schemes are nearly completed and will be completed immediately

I would suggest the following for constant attention: More and brisker oral work in the lower
classes

Arithmetic: Upper classes should advance somewhat more rapidly to cover the work by the
end of the year.

In reading clear enunciation & phrasing: Illustrated word building with the P class

The drawing book and exercise books show care and neatness in work

B Anderson Organising teacher



31% march The chairman of eh School Committee granted me per mission to close the school
at 2. 30 pm today

27" June The Education Board granted me special leave of Absence (Which was
recommended by the School Committee in June 22", 23" and 24"

4™ July There was no attendance at school. Teacher rode up from Makuri but parents would
not permit children to attend on account of heavy rain

1900/8056 Rankin Eira Gwendolyn Gertrude John

1922

7™ February Reopened school today No on roll 8 Present 8

10™ February Holiday given on account of local sports taken instead of show today

24™ July T reopened school today after having had to close close it for two weeks owing to
my having synovitis of the hips. Leave of absence was granted by the Education Board on my
forwarding doctors certificate

15™ August Three children (Keeys?) are remaining away from school for four or five days.
Owing to a case of severe gastric influenza in family. Work is set and will be attended to by
myself. Committee approved of arrangement

24™ August On 22™ and 23™ August the school was not opened as I had a severe influenza
cold and the weather was most inclement

1923/3578 Eira Gwendolyn Rankin Thomas Cannell Moore

1945/23478 Moore Thomas Cannell 45Y

27" September L E Moore wrote Reopened school this morning Roll 6 present 6

7™ October Received parcel from Education Board Containing Examination register, Daily
Register, Summary of attendance , Daily work book, Plasticene., paper for paper folding

8™ December Took school today Saturday instead of Thursday December 20

19" Closed school today for summer vacation

1923

5™ February School reopened after summer vacation No on roll 7 Present 6. L E Moore

7™ February Holiday given on account of local sports being held in Makuri

14™ February School closed on account of Dannevirke Show

20th February Inspector Blackie paid inspection visit to school

17™ April Closed school for Easter Holidays

23" 10 24™ Attendance very poor owing to heavy rain

2" may received parcel from Education Department containing 7 copies The sleeping
Beauty, 4 copies of the Old Giant, 1 copy The Spanish main, 1 tin Gluack, 200 sheets
coloured paper, 4 pounds of plasticene [Probably form Education Board not Department]

9™ May Closed school for 1 term holiday



22" August Closed school for 2™ term holiday L E Moore [Copied Faithfully]
11™ September Reopened school this morning Roll 4 boys, 2 girls

20™ October  School closed on account of my illness in hospital

5™ November Reopened this morning Roll 4 boys 2 girls

19™ December Closed school for Christmas Vacation

1924

5™ March Parcel received from Education Board containing paint, chalk, drawing books,
Plasticene, counters

20™ April Reopened school today. School was not opened on Wednesday on account of
parents being unwilling to send children

29™ April Mr Burns paid inspection visit to the school

30™ Agriculture inspector paid visit to school

5™ May Committee decided that owing to unlikely to obtain a Board School must be closed
on the 18" May

6™ My Received from Education Board 10 infant readers

20™ July M Skoglund writes

I reported for duty today. Eight children attended the school one being too young to place on
the roll

Mr Ross sent over a supply of wood: Also 2 sticks of plasticene, a box of white chalk

22" Today Isenta letter to the chairman of the School Committee asking them for a box of
slate pencils, lead pencils pens and red ink

I also asked that a tank be installed at school and a wash basin towel and nail brush be
provided for children

Mr Ross advised me to write to Education Board

24™ 1 received an axe for school use. The weather was exceptionally wet and school was
closed at 1 p.m.

26™ I wrote to Board today and reported same matter as I did to the committee

27™ School opened today with a full attendance

30™ Received a parcel from Education Board containing a work book and a scheme book
31% had a general cleaning up after school hours rearrangement of pictures, cleaning of
windows

6™ August I received word today that the new desks ordered would shortly arrive, that the
tank was ordered from Pahiatua, 2 drawing books & 2 bottles of Gloy had been forwarded
11™ A parcel arrived today containing 1 bottle red ink powder, 1 bottle black ink powder, 2
bottles gloy

14™ August Closed school today for term holidays

1** September Reopened school today full attendance

9™ September Received letter today from Education Board stating the desks are being made
for school

This letter was dated July 30™ & must have gone astray for a while

During the weekend I wrote about these desks, also for a supply of pant in order to paint the
interior of the school



A new tank has been installed at school this was done during the term holiday
18™ September School has been open all the week had has a full attendance in spite of heavy
rain. Today I placed Fred Keeys with Standard 1 for spelling. He will continue this way for
the remainder of the year
2" October 1 held the quarterly examination this week. The dictation test was very
disappointing. Cyril Keeys is very weak in this subject and Mac ross seems to have little idea
of word building. Shall give him special lessons in phonics.
9™ October Received from Whitcombe and Tombs a parcel containing books
20" October Received attendance report forms, envelopes & requisition forms from
Education Board
24™ Mr Brockett Agriculture Inspector paid a visit to the school
26th Labour Day. School declared a holiday
29th received a letter re free board & lodging from Education Board
30™ Post list of requirements as registers etc for next year to Education Board
4™ November School closed owing to election
16™ Mr Burns paid Inspectors visit to school
16™ December Received from Education Board one box of chalk
15™ December Held a Xmas tree and prizegiving this afternoon
18"™ School closed for this year at 2 p.m. today. This was done on advise from chairman as I
already had leave from the Board to attend examination on the 19" inst. And as many of the
children were leaving Coonoor on ? it was not considered worth while my returning from
Dannevirke
18™ A copy of the following inspector’s report was received

Coonoor School
Confidential School Annual report was made after a visit earlier in the year
Miss Skoglund four months in the position is uncertificated but has passed D certificate
Examinations
S4-1 S2-3, S1-2, Primers 2. All present
The school is well managed and the ch n are working industriously. It was very pleasing to
note the interest displayed by the pupils of P classes and Standard 1. These and two of the
Standard 2 pupils have made good progress
Miss Skoglund’s experience in a kindergarten school enables her to explore good methods
with beginners
The Standard 4 pupil does not appear to capable of understanding much of the work.
One Standard 2 boy also cannot make much progress. All the others are doing really good
work.
Much interest has been shown in the flower gardens which are in very good order
History and geography have been well taught
Physical Instruction good
Miss Skoglund is a very promising teacher
A N Burns Inspector



1926

3" February 1926 School reopened today after Christmas Vacation No on roll 8

Commenced duties today F E Toogood

22™ February Received from Board of Education 1 attendance register, 1 dozen crayon
drawing books, 1 dox boxes of crayons, 4 boxes of paint, 4 painting brushes, 1 packet of
cardboard, 3 Packets of plasticene

11"™ March School closed today for the Makuri sports

17™ Mr Burns paid inspection visit to this school

19" Received from the board of Education official envelopes

18™ Owing to Mr Esau residing in Makuri his four children have left this school and
attending at Makuri

22™ received foolscap from Whitcombe and Tombs

1** April School closed for Easter Holiday

7™ School reopened nu on roll 4 present 3

16" Received inspection report.

Organisation and classification satisfactory. Management satisfactory Order etc very
satisfactory, The general efficiency of the school is very satisfactory

It is to be regretted that the fences are not proof against stock as the pretty flower plots have
suffered considerably

A N Burns 27" March 1926

14™ may School closed for term holidays

31 May School reopened No on roll 4 Present 4

2nd August Four children (Wallace’s) were admitted today making total of eight in attendance
2" 1 wrote to the Education Board today and asked that new desks should be forwarded at
once, as there was insufficient accommodation, also a new easel to be sent and a map of New
Zealand

11™ Received word today from the Board that the desks and easel ordered were at the
Pahiatua station and the I should arrange for delivery

I have written to Mr Collett asking him to deliver them

20™ August Mr Brockett inspector paid a visit to this school

6" September The school has been painted during the holiday but only sufficient paint was
forwarded for one coat, as the school was green previously it is necessary that another coating
of cream should be used to make an improvement, the Board has been notified

6" September Up to the present only three desks and the easel have arrived

6™ September School reopened today nine children were present, but one is too young to
place on the roll

10™ The weather is exceptionally wet; and eh creeks are flooded on the children’s journey to
school

12™ October Posted list of requirements, attendance register, forms etc for next year

29™ November School medical officer visited the school today, all children were examined
2" December School closed for the 1 and 2™ of this month, have opened school on two
previous Saturdays so as to enable me to attend the dentist without letting the attendance
suffer for this quarter. By permission of the chairman



17™ December A prize giving and Christmas party was held at this school today. All children
receiving prize books

School was closed for Christmas vacation’

Perfect attendance was made for quarter ending December 31% 1925

1926

1* February School reopened today after Christmas vacation No on Roll 9

1** February The exterior of the school has been painted I asked this this should be done as
the galvanised iron was rusting. There are still two windows that need repairing F E Toogood
26™ February Mr Brockett Instructor of Agriculture visited the school today. Report given

No on Roll 9 Present 9

Satisfactory to good Good collections have been made by the children of NZ timber and
plants

The garden is better than I have ever previously seen it & this in spite of eh fact that the only
tools as the school are a spade & fork each without a handle

Talk with the children on the plants that they have collected. Discussed with miss Toogood
the question of defective returns sent in in the last year

[No comment in log on where Miss Toogood went

[In 1927 Florence Emily Toogood married Charles William Gibbs Anstey and the Lived in
the Timaru Electorate]

1* April Opened school today attendance 9. A Hill

25™ April Anzac Day School closed

3" May Mr Brockett Instructor of agriculture visited the school today

30™ June Owing to the death of their father the five Wallace children leave for Dannevirke
today. This will leave an attendance of only four. Have notified Board

18™ July Tin O’Brien commenced school today Attendance now 5

11™ August Received parcel of stationery from Education Board toady 1 packet brown
drawing paper, 1 packet carbon paper, 6 supplementary readers.

12™ school reopened today attendance 5. 16 supplementary readers received from the Board
28™ September Four Perry children admitted today Attendance now 9 Boys 5 Girls 4

2" November Mr Cowles Inspector visited the school today and held the annual
examination. Beryl Perry gained her proficiency

Class No on Roll Present Teacher Position
6 1 1 Mrs A Hill Sole Teacher
4 1 1
3 2 2
2 2 2
1 2 2
PRIMERS 1 1
Total 9 9

The school is very capably managed. The pupils



Listed: A list of 8 different types of pine trees in 12 different plots Pinus: (Tuberculata (3
plots, Saida, Patula,Canbaca, Coultetic, Pinea, Densiflora (2), Contorta 2))
Pines received from Rotorua Forestry. Planted on 2™ November 1928

1929

12™ February School reopened toady after Xmas vacation. No on roll 10 Commenced duties
at this school February 12th

Received from Board of Education

3 Plasticene Boards, 12 Plasticene Sticks, 6 boxes of plasticene, 5 tubes of paint, 6 paint
brushes, 6 boxes of crayons, 6 crayon books, 1 box white chalk, 1 box of colour chalk, 1
bundle red raffia, 2 bundles plain white paper, 3 pairs of scissors

D N Shepherd

21" February Received from Education Board as per order. 1 Gazette re alteration of quarter
term

2 time tables, Bundle monthly return sheets Form A22c

Received notice also that a thermometer has been ordered for school in place of broken one
25" Received from Education Board per order 6 small blackboards, bundle small cardboard,
1 box cardboard counters

28"™ Received as per order 1 thermometer

2" March Received 2 bundles paper folding papers

2" Forwarded monthly return sheets to Board

6" Holiday for Makuri Sports

15™ March Received notice that numbers of Journals to be supplied will be altered to the
following: Part 1 1, Part II, 3, Part III 3

18™ Inspector Burns paid inspector visit

28™ At close of school holiday for Easter began 31% March Weather report Top 60 degrees
[Fahrenheit] Rainfall 5.04 inches, West North and North West

3™ April Work recommenced after Easter vacation. Roll 9, present 9

8™ Received circular asking for entries for winter show. Entries to be of nature Study,
timbers, insects etc

12™ Received note of the coming of continuous readers

16™ Mr Brockett [Agriculture Adviser] visited school Report Given Roll 9 Present 9

No scheme prepared yet. Awaiting new scheme from Education Board. Recommendations
made for work for next few weeks. Work so far has consisted chiefly of study of nature
plants and garden work.

Flower gardens reflect credit on such a small school. Children appear to take plenty of
interest in Nature study generally

Talk on native plants bought by the children

Discussed Board’s new scheme dealing with matter and methods of treatment

19™ received the following from the Education Board

2 copies First Steps for tiny folks, 2 steps The Pete Stories, 1 Copy the Little gay Books, 1
copy Bird’s concert, 1 copy teens, 1 copy the Fantail’s house

22" April Wreath made for Anzac day celebration

23" Wreath Forwarded



25™ April Holiday for Anzac day

30™ April Forwarded return sheet for month to Education Board

1* May Weather report for month of April from class daily record

Average temp 54.5 degrees Fahrenheit Total Rainfall 9.16 inches Rain on twenty days Wind
5S,5W,3N,3SW, 1 Se

10™ May 1% term holiday began today at close of afternoon school

27" May Resumed work today for 2™ term with a roll of 7.As the 2 O’Brien children have
left

31% Forwarded monthly return sheet to Education Board Also informed Board as to probable
roll number for June

26™ July I received notice today of my appointment to Coonoor School. B M Reid

31" School was closed on Monday and Tuesday of this week owing to my being ill in bed
with an attack of influenza. I have notified the Board

6" August Effie Whitta admitted today Roll number is six.

9" Mr Brockett visited the school Report given Roll 6 present 6

No definite scheme prepared so far but the work taken has ben quite suitable. I would
recommend that from now onwards work be best based on the scheme issued by het Board
Satisfactory work done in connection with the study of native plants. Ui would suggest that
this work could be made more interesting if specimens were pressed and mounted showing
details of each plant studied. Drawing could also be made to correspond with the specimens
Trees planted in the school ground have suffered from trespassing stock A flower garden is
maintained but at present can receive little attention on account of the weather

Smaller children should be encouraged to make up scrap books bearing on the topics
discussed

Notes should consist chiefly of labelled drawings

A great deal of written work is not required

I talked on plants collected by the children F C Brockett Instructor in Agriculture

25™ August Second term holidays begin today at close of afternoon school

10™ September Resumed work for third term with roll number of 6

28™ October School closed for Labour Day Holiday

6" November Mr Burns paid inspection visit today

7™ November School closed holiday for Palmerston Show

15™ November Copy of Inspector’s report

Teacher Miss B M Reid Roll 6 2 primers, 1 standard 13, 1 standard 2, 1 standard 3
Management and discipline good

The pupils with the exception of one boy are making good progress. The primer class pupils
are being educated by approved modern methods

The buildings are in good order with the exception of the Boy’s Shed which needs some
new pieces of iron on the roof

Attendance is good

The gardens are kept in reasonably good order

The Committee renders valuable assistance to the Teacher

20™ November The school medical officer visited the school today and all the children were
examined



23" Mr Brockett visited school today report Given Roll 6 Present 6

Satisfactory work is being carried on, including simple experimental work, and more
particularly the study of Native Plants. Very good collections are being made with notes on
the children’s observations

Children appear interested in this work and are ready to talk about what they have done
Discussed soil composition and formation; limestone and native plants of the district
Seasonal Nature Study scrap books would be found useful. In addition to using them for
mounted specimens the children might include pictures and drawings

F C Brockett

25™ November Three children Jean. Irene and Cyril Perry left school today. There are now
only 2 children at school

3" December 1929 Miss Blackburne Instructor of Physical Training visited the school today
4™ December Received from Education Board today [List of registers and forms etc]

20™ December A prize giving and Christmas party was held at the school today. All children
receiving gifts. School was closed for Christmas Holiday

1930

3" February School reopened today four children being present. One child is not yet five but
she will attend school

12™ School closed for Dannevirke Show

18"™ Mr Brockett visted the school today

Report Given Roll Number 4 Number present 4

All the children are in primer classes so the work will consist entirely of simple observational
work. The children should be encouraged to make their own simple observations and express
themselves by chalk drawings on the blackboards and in coloured paper. A beginning has
been made with Nature Study scrap books and suitable sky pictures

The flower garden is very good considering there are no larger children and brightens up the
place considerably

Work of seed saving will be carried on again this year. I think even then small children can
do something in this direction

F C Brockett Instructor in Agriculture

4 March Mr Burns paid inspection visit today

18" Copy of Inspector’s Report

Roll 3 present 3. The children behave very and to comprehend the meaning

Sentences should also be memorised and reproduced either orally or in writing. Drill the
pupils in the recognition well the room is clean and nicely decorated

Use the method demonstrated in order to get pupils to read sentences as a whole and to
comprehend words at sight. Use the supplementary Readers. Follow the method of the new
readers to the full. Schemes and workbook are in good order also

24™ march Received from Education Board a parcel containing 3 Ibs [Pounds weight] blue
lupin seed & 12 Ibs of garden manure. Also received 2 pairs school scissors

17™ April School closed today for Easter Holidays

25 Reopened school this morning after Easter Holidays



7™ May Received from the Education Board one Posture Chart and one Official
correspondence file, also the following supplementary Readers [11 titles not copied]

9™ May School closed today for term holidays

26™ School reopened today after the term holidays

3" June School closed for King’s Birthday

11™ July School closed on account of the death of Sir Joseph Ward

15™ Since the beginning of this term the Committee have metalled the school paths and have
installed a new stove [To be used for Heating not cooking]

23" Mary Roil admitted today Roll 4

29™ School was not held on this date as there was a heavy fall of snow. The roads were
covered for two days

5™ August Sent used cheque book to the Board Office

8™ Received new cheque book today

September School reopened today after the Term Holidays

23" October School closed for Labour Day holiday and for two days following.
Arrangements were made with the Chairman and Education Board and the time was made up
beforehand so that attendance would not suffer

11" November Mr Burns [aid an inspection visit today

Copy of inspection report. Roll 4

These pupils are all in the P classes. They have made very good progress and the two most
advanced will be ready for Standard 1 next year

Control is very good. The children show much keenness for their work and are evidently
very happy

Good methods have been used for teaching reading and number. More systematic drill in the
words at the end of the Bacon readers would be an advantage

Spelling is good, recitation very Good. Printing very fair

As an introduction to composition the best form of exercise is a picture with questions
requiring written answers in sentences

You have done good work with the little ones. A N Burns

[This below appears to be a personal grading of Miss Reid]

Teacher Miss B M Reid Grade No 210 Sole Teacher. [At this period all teachers were ranked
in each Education Board within their grade]Management and control very good. The pupils
are happy and very interested in their work. They have made good progress.

Methods of teaching- Good

Attendance has ben very good

The room is kept very clean and is nicely decorated

Flower gardens are in good order. A N Burns

19™ December School closed today for Christmas Holidays. A Christmas tree afternoon was
held for the children

1931
2" February School reopened today with an attendance of four children
Received by order form Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd.



29 Supplementary Readers for Primers. 1 box of white chalk, 1 bundle of cane, 1 bundle
yellow raffia

8™ February received from Education Board a parcel containing the following:

1 box white chalk, 1 box coloured chalk, 1 packet of plasticene, 4 boxes of crayons (pastels, 5
packets of unglazed paper, 1 packet of white cardboard, 1 packet cartridge paper [For making
a copy as you wrote], 1 packet large, 1 packet small squares (Coloured), 1 tin gum Arabic
powder, 1 roll of adhesive tape, 3 gum brushes, 1 bundle raffia, 1 box blocks, 1 bundle sticks
9'" March Mr Burns paid an inspection t today

Report Roll 4

Pupils are making good progress in reading both oral and silent. To help with fluency use
very freely the memorising exercise I demonstrated. Recitation quite good

In number work definite drill to assist in the memorisation of the elementary addition facts is
necessary. A habit of counting on fingers is being formed. Let the pupils have counters on
hand to be used.

A good supply of material for individual work has been provided

Gardening, Nature Study, Drawing & Handwork very good. The room is kept very clean and
tidy

3" April The school is being closed today for the Easter Holidays & will reopen on April 8"
? May School closed today for the May holidays

May School reopened today and a Standard VI pupil George Cairns was admitted. Roll now 5
3" June Holiday for King’s Birthday

4™ June George Cairns was transferred to Makuri

12™ August School is being held today Saturday by permission of the Board, as I am closing
for the August Holidays on Thursday 20" August instead of August 21%

20™ August Second term Holidays begin today at close of afternoon School

8™ September School reopens today after the second term holidays. Roll numbers

17™ October School is being held today Saturday by permission of the Board

26™ School closed today for Labour Day holidays

31% School is being held today Saturday by permission of the Board

18™ December Closing of school for Christmas Holidays

1932

1* February School reopened today Roll number 4 pupils

12™ February School closed for Pahiatua Show

19"™ March School is being held today Saturday by arrangement with the Board as the school
will be closed on Thursday 24™ March B M Reid

25™ March School closes today for the easter Holidays and will reopen on Wednesday 30™
March

March The school vegetable garden

Towards the end of 1931 the chairman dug a small plot of ground in which the children
planted seeds of peas, silver beet, carrots, radishes, swedes, white turnips and four seed
potatoes. The children took a keen interest in the work and were always ready to weed the



plots. The crops gave a fair yield and we felt that the garden was quite a success. We hope to
have a bigger vegetable garden this year,

1* May Closing of school for May Holidays

13"™ May School reopened today for the second term

28™ may By permission of the Education Board school is being held today Saturday in order
that the school may be closed Monday June 6™

3" June Holiday for King’s Birthday. Teachers illness July 13™ Absence reported

19™ August School closed for second term holidays. Teacher’s illness August 8"- absence
reported

5™ September Reopened school for Third term Teachers illness September 28"- October 5.
Absence reported

24™ October Labour day holiday

25™ October On advice from the Doctor I applied for fourteen days sick leave. I resumed
teaching on Tuesday November 8"

16™ December School closed for Christmas Holidays

1933

1* February School reopened Wednesday Roll number 4 M H Davies

February Received from Education Board 1 Timetable, 1 Attendance Register. 1 Summary
of attendance register, 2 attendance return forms

12™ February School closed for Pahiatua Show

1** March I commenced duties at Coonoor School L E Roy

April School closed for Easter Holidays

1* May School closed for first term holidays

22™ Resumed school after a fortnight’s holiday

4™ June Education Board granted a holiday for the Palmerston North Show on June 15"
10™ July Appointed as relieving teacher in view of Miss Roy’s sick leave. C Wingfield

9" October Returned after 3 months leave of absence

23" Labour Day observed as a holiday

2" November School closed to enable children to attend Palmerston North Show. F E Roy

1934

5™ February School reopened today. Roll number 6 Commenced duties as relieving teacher
Bertha C Wingfield

6" Received from the Education Board 2 timetables, good attendance certificates, record
cards, daily attendance records

February School closed for Palmerston Show

Copy of Inspector’s Report

No on roll 7

The daily, quarterly and examination registers are in good order The admission register will
be right when dates of passing are entered.

The scheme is that of Miss Roy it now needs addition to provide for the primer children

Miss Wingfield’s work book is very good and shows thoughtful preparation



The upper children have made sound progress in reading. The teacher will do well to give
extra time to drilling common words into the primers so that they will have a bases of word
knowledge to tackle new reading matter. The Standard 4 girl recited very well

Unnamed Teacher

After Easter holidays

Returned from position of Assistant Mistress at Te Hua Hua to Coonoor

School closed for may holidays

School reopened

25™ April Anzac Day School closed

May School closed on account of Teacher’s Refresher Course in Pahiatua

June King’s birthday celebrated- hence a holiday

School closed for P N Show

End of second term

October Labour day

Palmerston north Show

Concert & Christmas Tree

School closed

1935

3" February School reopen

11™ February Half Day school on account of the unusual heat
Easter holidays included Anzac day

March Inspector’s Visit

6" June Children went to Jubilee celebrations Pahiatua

[Then repeated non news]|

9™ September School resumed Roll 9

13™ October Labour Day

1936

Next Entry

June School reopened today after having been closed since the beginning of December
holidays [new Teacher Initialled]

June School closed for Palmerton North Show

June School closed for King’s Birthday

July Received circular from Board re experimental garden crops. Bird Study and labour Day.
Received also a bundle of blank term reports

October School closed. Sick leave for dental repairs

16™ October Labour Day

27" November School closed one week. Leave of absence for examinations

December Kings Birthday

19™ December School closed for summer vacation as per instructions from Board L Parsons



1937

1* March School resumed after Christmas Holidays

March 26, 29, 30 School closed for Easter Holidays

19th April School closed for Infantile paralysis (Work carried on by correspondence)
12™ May School closed for May Holidays

24™ May took up duties at Coonoor school L L McFarland.

Roll no 11 Progress cards brought up to date

9™ June Kings Birthday Holiday. Materials for Hand work received
From June 9™- 11" School closed leave granted to teacher

16™ School resumed Roll no 11. Gazette received

18" June Show day holiday not taken added to next holidays

22™ June % holiday Coronation Pictures

23" June Visit of Board Members- Mr Powell

25™ June Show day School not closed Taken on 16™ July

16™ July School closed Teacher’s conference

16" July Appointed to Silverdale Auckland L L McFarland



6™ September School resumed after the holidays I commenced duties here roll 11 E Fleming
19"™ October Mr Johnstone school inspector visited here today

25™ October School closed labour Day

17™ December School closed for summer holidays- prize giving held in morning. Closed
early afternoon to allow children to attend Xmas party at Makuri

1938

1* February School reopened with roll of 5. Convenience has been erected during holidays
28"™ February Have been appointed to Waitahora School Hawkes bay so finish here today.
Records are in order. E Fleming [Though in the Hawkes Bay Education Board Waitahora
was not far from Coonoor

18™ March Reopened school with roll of 5 T commenced duties here. J E Cole

31% March Received from Education Board parcel of handwork materials [Not Copied]



5™ April Mr Stubs [School Inspector] visited school today

6" May School closed for term holidays

23" May School resumed roll 5

7™ June School closed owing to absence of the four Roil children for an indefinite period
Registers etc are in order

10™ June School reopened Roll 5

17™ School closed for Palmerston North Show

24™ June School closed for special holiday granted by Right Honorable M J Savage, Prime
Minister on occasion of his visit to Pahiatua and District

19™ August School closed for Term Holiday

5™ September School reopened roll 6

12" December School closed early owing to chicken pox. Board Notified

1939

1* February School reopened after holiday Roll 6 J E Cole

7™ March Mr Johnstone Inspector visited here today

27" March Received from Education Board the following:

4 No 5 Brushes, 1 Box Cardboard counters, 1 set coloured Refills, I packet silhouette Animal.
And 1 Objects. 2 modelling tools, /2 Gum Arabic Powder, % 1b knitting wool, 4 gum brushes,
4 pkt Square paper glazed, 6 pastel books, 1 pkt newsprint 11 inches x 8 ' inches, 1 1b
(pound weight) fine Pitt Came and 3 different sixed square paper glazed

27" March Jim Roil left school on Friday

6™ April School closed for Easter

12™ April School re-opened after Easter

5™ May School closed for May vacation

During term new gate has been made and to be erected and school is being painted

1940

Commenced duty as Sole Teacher at Coonoor on 4™ June 1940 Kathleen Kelly

13™ June Put Tommy roil back to standard 1 for spelling. He does little reading at home and
this fact may account for his atrocious spelling

17" June Load of wood received 14"

18th Received note from Mr Miller requesting children’s homework to be lessoned Am
complying Cutting out geography and English They need arithmetic Home work

25™ Mary Roil has left school 15 years of age on 23" June

9™ July These are the following answer books the school has Each standard has 1

10™ July “Mills” family left the district toady after residing here only six weeks. Roll is now
3

16™ July Mrs Wright School correspondent [ Appointed when school roll is too small for a
School Committee] received letter from the Board today saying that the school was to be
carried on



29" T received a letter from the secretary of the Education Board, saying that, as from 31%
July 1940 the Coonoor School is to be closed. The attendance is only 3
31% July School closed today. Had general clean up. Stacked wood in porch . Kathleen Kelly

1945
15™ March Reopened School today after it having been closed for 4 years Attendance 3 boys
3 girls
23 Mr O’Connor visited the school today. Only stayed for about ¥ hour
29™ Closed school for Easter Holiday
14™ April Received frm Education Board the following
1) Daily attendance register
2) New Arithmetic Books 3 standard 3, 2 standard 2,3 standard 1
3) Work Book
4) Timetable form
19" Received form the Education Board Number work in the Infant room
24™ April Received from Education Board
2 packets plasticene, 6 bottles of paint, 6 paint brushes, Pastel paper, 1 work book, 1 scheme
book, 1 daily attendance register, 1 weekly attendance register, attendance form (end of
term), progress cards, 6 exercise books, 6 pastel books, progress cards, white drawing paper,
sheets of thick cardboard
3" May School closed for May Holidays
21% May School reopened after May Holiday. The broken window has been repaired and a
new cord was put in it.
25™ We have been invited to Mangatainoka School for a week to observe the methods of
teaching. The whole school is going to attend Mangatainoka for the week so that I will be
able to compare their work with children of their same age
5™ June Returned from Mangatainoka
9™ July Have had the paths remetalled
3 August School closed this afternoon for collection of clothes for suffering peoples of
Europe
19™ August School closes at 12 today Official news of peace with Japan came through at 11
a.m. Begin term holidays
3" September The 3 Diamond Children are absent owing to Measles
7™ October The 2 Welch children are absent owing to measles
The 3 Diamond Children are now back at school
18™ October School closed on 16™ & 17" owing to an attack of influenza
24™ The 2 Welch children are now back at school
29th November The District health nurse has just visited the school
19th December Held school concert
20th School closed for Xmas holidays



1946

Stanley W Savage

14th February Reopened school today after Christmas Holidays Attendance 3 girls, 4 boys
Received one Form 1 Arithmetic Book from Board

26th March visit from Health Nurse

18th April School closed for Easter Holidays

24th April Reopened after Easter

25th Anzac Day Holiday

10th May School closed for term vacation

(Sewing mistress appointed to take sewing for 1 hour per week till lady teacher appointed.
Started 23rd March

Dates Illegible

School reopened after vacation. Full attendance

Closed for King’s Birthday

School closed as children went to Dental Clinic in Pahiatua

School closed as I spent day at Mangatainoka school gaining further instruction

New teacher to take over on the 1st July and I finish today

Ist July No school today teacher not arrived

2nd School commenced today

16th July Teacher went to Mangatainoka school for the day

15th New pupil enrolled

9th September to 13th Teacher unable to return to school till 16th for medical reasons
23rd September Medical exam for training college- School closed

15th October School closed for medical appointment in Palmerston North

25th October School closed labour Day

29th October 3 children away with mumps

30th October 1 more child away with mumps

7th November Received from Education Board 2 rakes, 2 push hoes, 1 Dutch hoe, 2 trowels
These articles came via Waitahora

8th November Received 2 Form II Arithmetic books. Also two arith answer books Standard 3
and Standard 2

27th November School closed election Day

15th December School closed for term vacations

1947

3rd February school reopened for 1947 school year

13th February School closes for a day at Dannevirke Show
28th School closed for Makuri Picnic and sports

12th March Inspector visits here Mr Robinson

May School closed term holidays

22nd August School closed term holidays



28th November School closed on account of Infantile Paralysis Epidemic [All schools in
New Zealand were closed. I can remember my school work being delivered by my teacher on

a bike]
Roll Boys Girls
P 1 2
S1 1
S2 1
S3 1
S5 1
Form I
4 5

One boy not old enough to go on roll has been attending this last term
A G Mclntyre 2nd December 1947

1948

2nd February My first day of attendance S C Jelley

Infantile Paralysis restrictions necessitate closing of school Until correspondence work
arrives daily contact and basic work will be left up at the children’s homes

3rd Visit to each pupil’s home, Reading, Spelling, and tables to supplement radio broadcasts
4th Further personal visits to children now forbidden by Board’s regulations

4th March School opened today after Poliomyelitis Restrictions Roll of 5 boys 4 girls. Marie
Diamond, 1947 senior girl, now enrolled at attending Sacred heart College, Lower Hutt

2nd March Received from Central Agency Ltd 2 copies of an excellent booklet on the
teaching of embroidery

Dates Illegible

Visit of Mr D O’ Conner Physical Education Branch Left suggestions, scheme and a list of
apparatus

From Education Board form re needlework instructress. Mrs A J Brown recommended

From Education Board 2 copies Standard 1 English

One Dutch Hoe snapped off at base, Will be repaired locally

Received permission from Board to allow travelling time Guides and Brownies to see parade
for Lady Baden Powell

Last Day of attendance of Helen and Frank Welch who have shifted to Lansdown Masterton
Visit of Inspector Mr A Bingans

Appointment of Mrs Brown as Needlework Instructress approved by Board

Repair work at school progressing favourably without interrupting school work Interior
painting completed apart from shed repairs. Communication from Dental Nurse Pahiatua she
regrets inability to insect children owing to pressure of work but separate parents might
arrange

Circular from Education Board re Anzac Day. A service is not compulsory but mention of the
Anzac Story will be made on Friday April 23rd



22nd April Repair work and exterior painting is now completed Mr Roil now wants new
latrine building

3rd may One window pane broken today by football. Purely accidental committee will pay
for the repair to be done locally. School Committee elected today

24th June First Day of term 2 18 small rubber balls received from Education Board Interrior
painting and repairing of school completed except asbestos and hand basin. New
Blackboards and display board installed. New latrine building arrived for erection

Undated work

My first day at school following 3 weeks absence as result of accident

Mr J Risenborough Training College 2nd July to 9th July

Miss A Drysdale Training College 14th July -25th July

To hand from Education Board Flower seeds, carrot seeds, the seeds and garden tools as
follows

2 digging forks, 2 hand forks, 2 rakes, 2 push hoes, 2 spades

Social Studies text books now in good supply from the Board. List as under,

West of the Moon, Life in later days, Men’s work today, Foundations of Geography Book 5,
Books 1,2,3,4, Jack and Jill of many lands, Wheaton’s visual Geography Bok 3, Headway
Biographies Some Famous Characters

A hedge of Lawcer? a in front and Lawsoniana at back and sides has been planted by a work
party consisting of the committee men, the teacher and boy pupils

24th July Flower seeds of a dozen varieties have been planted in shallow boxes and more
space has been put under cultivation for a future flower garden

3 September Visit of Mr Evans Instructor in Agriculture

22nd September It was the decision of the Children’s Council the school has been panted
Aluminium

13th December The examinations have been completed and on Wed. night December 15th a
successful school concert was held

The following are the percentage attendance for 1948

Freda Kerr 98%, Elma Kerr 96.8 % , Rosalie Diamond 97.89%, Michael Diamond 97.39%,
Walter Kerr 96.5 % Thomas Kerr 95.1%, Paul Diamond 94.88%, Dorothy Brown 96.69%,
Morton Kerr 98.25%, Alan Brown 96.69%, Eleanor Diamond 96.08%

Freda Kerr received a P.S.C and Martin an Attendance certificate.

At a recent School Committee meeting a donation of £10 from Mrs brown was used to
purchase of a radio for the school, pending a department subsidy of £ for £

The school fence repairs will be underway during January

The school closed on Friday December 17th 1948 S L Jelley. 17 12 48

1949

1st February School opened with a roll of 6

5th Committee began erection of fence working bee

9th School closed for Dannevirke Show

15th Graham Perry started school today Form 1 came from Mahuri
18th School closed for Edicucation Day in Pahiatua



2nd March Visit of Mr Barnett agriculture Instructor advised me on gardens etc. and made
out in triplicate inventory of science and agricultural equipment

7th School closed for combined Schools Picnic at Makuri. Held in hall owing to rain

9th School closed for Gaming and licensing Polls

15th Planted ranunculus and anemone bulbs also winter sweet pea plants

21st Received from Board large supply of art and craft material comprising of the following
S Jelley

Boxes of pastels, Rolls of paper 1 yellow, Large paper, Tin’s of Tempera [Paint] Large
Crayons , Brushes Sizes (6,8,10,12), coloured paper, Brown wrapping paper

Dates illegible

Merle, Ngaire and lan Deadman started school today, S3, S1 and Primer 2 from Alfredton.
Sent request for progress cards

Received Books from Board through A H and A W Reed as listed in index

School closed owing to teacher’s attendance at friend’s funeral

Received Register A1 from Board

Received teacher’s register 1949

Re Library list from Board. Sent list of books received Summary and Standard 4 arithmetic
questionnaires to the Board

Children harvested carrots pleasing results from small plots

Received Nature Study by W Marten from Board and native animals of NZ

2 new committee members elected today Messrs H K berry and L W Deadman. Committee
approved of purchase of electric kettle, jugs etc. Letter sent to the Board re cupboard, chairs
and table’

6th May School closed for first term

23rd School reopened New batch of Country Library Service Books arrived

26th Received books from Education Board as per catalogue

29th Received bank books and associated forms from Pahiatua Post Office to start operating
school saving bank branch

Ist June Further books from Education Board entered in catalogue

21st Received Social study books from Education Board

Ist July School closed for Monthly Friday (Shopping) [School a distance from town were
allowed one day in each month when there was not a holiday as shopping days.
Remembering that shops were not open in the weekend and only stayed open late on a Friday
19th July Half yearly survey commenced

14th Reid Reading Readiness Tests and the Intelligent Tests from Council for Education
administered some

Received Form 1 English Books

School closed for Election Military Training

Term reports distributed

School closed because teacher was granted leave of absence to attend Championships. School
closed for second term

School reopened. Received new work book from Baord

Visit from Traffic Inspector Horsfall showed films, lectured etc.

Visti of Mr O’Connor Phys Ed Instructor



Left 2 basketballs, 2 long ropes and 9 short ropes
Children covered and indexed library books
Informal visit of Mr K J Holyoake M.P
Inspection visit by Messrs Stubbs dn Robinson
School closed for general election

School closed for year 16th December 1949

1950

1st February Correspondence er agriculture and science. School opened for the year

6th Visit of District Nurse Examined 6 pupils owing to absence of Diamonds and G Berry
8th Received permission from Board to close school for Dannevirke Show

Ist March from board re replacement of desks

24th Education day at Eketahuna- School closed

28th Inspector’s group discussion in Pahiatua

6th March School closed Teacher on leave for one day

23rd library Books received

6th April Received letter from dental Clinic arranging for April 21st

24th Whole school attended dental clinic + dentists

3rd may Visit of Mr Ewing Inspector and Mr D Hillary Phys Ed Instructor [Later a
Wellington Education Board Inspector]

8th May Received from Board confirmation of Mrs Deadman’s needlework appointment
22nd may School reopened Received art paper from Board

20th Received woodwork tools from Education Board

Received filmstrip Projector from Visual Supplies

Introduced Janet and John Series [A brilliant new type of Infant reader]

Marie Marshall started school

Tables and chairs delivered to school as result of many year’s correspondence

Mary Paterson started school

Received Library Books

School closed for term

School reopened with roll of 15 Brian and Raywynne Murphy and Basil Deadman new pupils
8th September School closed Teacher on leave to attend races

Ist Visit of Mr Hilary Taught indoor games

October Stuart and Colin MclIntyre started school 17 on roll

Received 2 copies of N Z Trades alphabet

9th October Deadman family left school today

NZEI meeting at Eketahuna

Nov Inspection Visit Messrs Woodleigh an Gilchrist

December School concert 15th November School closed my last day of employment 15th
December 1950



1951

Dates Not Photographed

February Commenced duties as Sole Teacher at Coonoor Public School Roll 10 Attendance 5
Book Shelves, Nature Study table, & desk installed in classroom

Seeds planted in boxes

School closed for Dannevirke Show

Posted request for Daily Register etc.

Miss Bolt District Nurse arrived and examined the school children

Ist Report to School Committee. I requested Committee to level section with a bulldozer-
Granted

Requested committee to consider ways and means of raising funds for a motor mower-
granted

17th March Field Day. Today Mr Murphy levelled the school ground with his bulldozer.
Three unsightly trees were removed. The two lavatories were shifted from the middle of the
yards to one side

An eleven foot gate was installed with new strainer posts

16th September The Lawsoniana was shifted against the fence

24th Mr ? Headmaster and 9 children (Lyall Bay Wellington ) were our guests for a week
30th September The grounds around the school building were sown with grass seed

12th Oct The plumber installed a new chimney, spouting and down piping

13th Michael, Paul & Elanor Diamond, Dorothy and Alan Brown & self went to Wellington
as guests of Lyall Bay School

14th The council levelled half of the frontage adjoining the Road

W V Earnslaw

Michael Standard 6, Paul S4, Eleanor ,2, Dorothy 4, Alan 2’

Saturday 13th oct By Railcar to Wellington by railcar

Sunday Zoo

Monday, Solent Flying Boat, Dominion Museum, James Smith- Lunch, Ford Car Factory,
2Y A Studio

Tuesday Lyall bay School. Tour of Wharves, James Smiths, Harbour Trip Pilot Boat.
Rangitata

Wednesday Abattoirs, Central Fire Station, Lunch at Lyall Bay School, parliament, Railway
Station, St James Theatre

Thursday. Education Department Education Board

Swedish Bench arrived

1982

Recommenced duties on Monday 4th February Roll 9

30 square yards of concrete were put down during the holidays Grounds Scythed & mowed
with new Morrison Motor Mower

Death of his Majesty King George the 6th

Visit of Traffic Inspector Horsfall with film on Road Safety

Pony Paddock levelled by Mr Murphy with his bulldozer



Pony Paddock rolled Mr Conway with his tractor. Seed sown 19th March

School frontage levelled by Pahiatua County Council’s Grader- seed sown

March Planted 1130 mixed daffodils in front of hedge and behind

Sports Days 21st February at Makuri with Ngaturi and Makuri Schools

April Mr F Woodley inspector visited the school on 1st April

Mr Calcotte Plumber Dannevirke installed a new H type chimney, a new ashpan. 40 foot of
field drain runs to sink hole in line with 1 better to left of lowest point.

May New Arrivals in the Infant Department David George Palmer 26th May 6 years

July Traffic Officer Horsfall visited the school to show films

School Doctor and Nurse examined the children

L Sissons Phys Ed Instructor gave demonstration lesson indoors

5 Dozen hydrangeas, 200 Copalars? Two dozen Native Shrubs and trees Planted [List of all
planting not copied]

August An evening visit was made to the theatre at Pahiatua to see The Royal ??

Committee meeting was held to approve reciprocal visits between Lyall bay -Wellington &
Coonoor

2 New Desks size E & C arrived W V Earnslaw

1982 Photos Below




20th August 1954 I relinquished my duties as the sole teacher on Friday 20th August 1954
W V Earnslaw 1951-54

1954 Continued

? McLean commenced duties as sole teacher on 6th September 1954

School in good order. Plenty of reading material dn art& craft equipment

17th September Clay purchased from Carterton Pipe Works 2 Blocks 5 shillings

Mr Earnslaw completed swimming bath before he left. The constructing of this bath was a ??
and most valuable asset for the school

The lawns and hedge were all in good order. School is well stocked with gardening and
woodwork tools

17th September Approached Sc with view to having school enlarged

Committee in full agreement Secretary writing to Education Board

15th December School broke up Concert programme

1955

Ist February Recommenced duties

Roll 13: 9 Boys 7 Girls [Maths? As written]

5th April Re school extension Boards architect and works overseer visited the school
3rd may School extensions and septic tank approved

Approached committee re purchase of a radio for the school



1956

Ist February recommenced Duties

Roll 13 5 Boys 8 Girls

Towards het end of the term arrangements were made to vacate the school building in
readiness for the contractors who intended making a start at the beginning of the the may
holiday

The school was enlarged, septic tank installed etc.

General account is given in 1956 register of progress & achievement

2nd term 1956

Commenced duties 25.5.56 Roll 13 Boys 6 Girls 6

School was held in the roadman’s house which was conveniently vacant at the time

From there we shifted to the sitting room in Mr Brown’s residence

We moved back to the school during the 6th week

July The enlargement and other alterations to the school has made it a pleasure to work in.
It’s been painted both inside and out and looks brand new

There is ample room, shelf and cupboard space. Th two exra windows allow plenty of light in
the classroom

Board approved repairs to outside sheds (Tool shed dan Playshed)

Work to be done by same contractor (Mr F Jackson, Dannevirke) and should start

1957
4th February Commenced duties
Roll 18 9 Boys and 9 Girls
13th February Organising Teacher (Mr P Burgess) visited the school [From Wellington
Education Board for runner for the Rural Adviser]
15th March A visit from Mr Jones (Nature Study Specialist) Discussed
a) Nature Study Projects
b) Beautifying of school grounds
c) As a result it was decided on future visits to select Native Shrubs from the Makairo
Track Area
2nd Term 1957
24th May Visit from Mr Doyle (Traffic Instructor)
August School dental nurse visited the school
15th August Visit by Nature Study specialist. Children enjoyed nature ramble up Makairo
Track Sixteen native shrubs were taken and planted on Western Bank of school ground
20th Visit by District Nurse to administer polio injections
23rd School closed for August Vacation
12th Appointed to Thorndon School Wellington
9th September Took up duties as relieving Sole Teacher ? Bell
29th September District Nurse visited school to administer second injection of polio vaccine
3rd November School visited today by Inspectors Hill and Logan
December Commenced as sole teacher G R Cooper
19th December Concert and children’s Christmas party



1958

4th February School opened for 1957

Carpenter has repaired both outbuildings during the vacation but he has not completed the
painting, nor has he made doors so that they can close properly (The roofs leak)

11th Mr Burgess Organising teacher visited us for a day and sorted things out

12th Most families have gone to the Dannevirke Show. No one had turned up at school So I
have devoted the day to cleaning cupboards and school ground (New rotary mower
yesterday)

February 1958 Mr Jackson completed paint work on sheds

February were guests of Makuri School for Annual Picnic and Sports d (with Ngaturi School)
Results of sports Makuri 100 2 Coonoor 100 Ngaturi 97

5 August Mrs Beale the New Public Health Nurse at Pongaroa made a social call

March 1958 New watering can and small sand tray received from Board

19th March New Black and Primrose curtains fitted in classroom (Board paid)

The health inspector from Pahiatua Mr Phillips called and inspected the school. He suggested
a 35/- [Shilling] chlorinating set for the baths as this season seems to be finished as far as
swimming is concerned. It can wait until next summer At our request he gave us a really
good talk on the danger of Hydatids

21st March the BCPSSA [Bush Primary Schools County Primary Schools Association at a
guess]| 20th Annual sports tournament postponed from last Friday was held today at
Eketahuna. Almost every child in the school took part, and having competed successfully
won the Beryl Mabey cup. Mr Don Conroy gave miniature cups to Stuart Mclntyre 9 4 15
points) and David Palmer (4 %2 ) who out of the boys won most pointes for the school, also
one each to Una Berry (18) out of the girls and runner up Margaret McKenzie (12)

25th March In Training day at Pahiatua saw a good deal or rethinking on function of spelling
lessons, on school organisation and infant number. The school was closed of course



31st Public health Nurse Mrs Beale paid a short visit because of Laboratory difficulties in
Australia the Salk polio vaccine may not be available to over 7 years old

14th April Shifted radio aerial from ? to playshed much static has been cut out

17th Messrs Mills Bros. of Pahiatua today installed a new Romesse Stove [A pot bellied
black stove used by the Wellington Education Board in most schools

20th April Ms Heather Jones nature specialist called and discussed the years progress. Left
useful guide books on the “Spare Section” Miss ? gave polio injection to most of the children
and to the teacher/ The only pre school child inoculated was Richard Palmer

25th Anzac day we hoped to have NZ ensign and flagpole before now but both unfortunately
have been delayed. The Board has granted £15 for this purpose

Margaret McKenzie was unable to attend school during these three weeks as the road was
undergoing extensive alterations- A large cliff was blasted away about 2 miles down the hill.
Margaret’s mother helped her with her school work

June Mr George Palmer prepared concrete base and post for flagpole

We started the second term today. Kathleen Christiansen New Entrant

Polio vaccination team visited us and gave booster dose to senior and junior children (and
Stuart, Neil, Robert Palmer (pre school) and teacher

With the assistance of Mr Keir Berry the flagpole has at last been The flag was flown for the
first time when we observed the Queen’s Birthday

June P H Nurse Mrs Beale examined all the children’s eyesight

Mr Robin Smith Anglican Minister at Pongaroa visited us. He intends calling fortnightly

Mr Mal Matheson visited us and brushed up our indoor Phys education and folk dancing

July As Murphy’s new house at Makuri has burned down they have moved to Coonoor
Raywynne has been admitted to this school

August Mr Doyle Traffic Department Education officer called and discussed the use of
crossings and so on with the children

August Mr Don Conway who was a pupil of the school in [Space] was farewelled last night.
School closed today for the term holidays

25th September Mr Matheson called and helped us with summer games. He brought our wall
clock from the Board

Mr Deacon [School Inspector] made a visit

3rd November Standard 2 and Standard 6 children examined by public Health nurse
Mesdames Murphy, Palmer, McIntyre, Berry and Verry [parents I think] attended

17th November Coonoor school Gardena dn Farm club formed. Children elected S Mclntyre
to be secretary and D Palmer to be chairman. Objects: to help each other with advice and
labour in growing gardens and rearing pets

School gardens well planted. New ground has been broken in in North East and Westerly
corners

25th November Baths successfully chlorinated There is still some loss of water, however and
we are trying to obtain a suitable plug

28th November Most families have much Christmas Shopping to do, so today there was no
school



1958
In a letter to the chairman of the School Committee I listed these matter matters requiring
attention
1. Provision of tap (outside) and hose
2. Provision of window on south wall
3. Lack of shelter from nor easterlies
4. Repairs needed. Door to boy’s washroom, weakness of lock in outside door, broken
door on cupboard, roof still leaks badly despite return visit by Mills Plumbers-
probable source of leak in eh Holey Iron and not teh chimney aperture
December End of year concert and Christmas party went off well Una Burns and Raewyn
Murphy and Stuart Mclntyre have completed Standard 6 and left

1959

January Collected books bought under Free Text books scheme from Cawsey’s while in
Wellington. I bought about £4 worth of readers, grammar books, poetry and song books from
reeds for which I hope the committee will find the funds

February Began work for the year Roll 7 boys 7 girls Robert Palmer commenced

20th February Combined Makuri- Ngaturi-Coonoor sports and picnic at Makuri. The rain
became too heavy to complete the programme otherwise the day was enjoyable. We were
hosts. It’s hoped that a meeting of the 3 committees will be able to arrange a system of
proportional allocation of points. In competing for the cup prior to the 1960 picnic

26th Polio team gave booster and initial doses (Michael, Paul and Bernard Diamond) The
latter preschool other adults Neil and Kathleen Christianson, Susan Whitta

February Education Day School closed meeting at Eketahuna

March eight of the Std children visited both jersey and Friesian Dairy farms in Ruawhata
Mrs Perry arranged the visits and accompanied us. Using her car and my own. The
experience of pigs, breeding cattle, modern milking and different topography was well worth
the trouble Most of the children had not been on a dairy farm

March we planted 3 weeping willow saplings one near the old toilet at the West End and two
near the baths obtained from Bryant stud farm at Ruawhata

It never train but it pours at Coonoor until toady only the P H Nurse had been to visit us but
now Mr Matheson and Miss Watson [Inspectors], Mr Barnett and Mrs Stoddart [Phys Ed]
have all arrived on the same day. The garden and nature equipment have been checked with
Mr Barrett

Four pines have been planted on eastern bank and four lawsoniana on South Side of Playing
Fields all plants from Mr palmer’s plantation. The Board has been asked for 100 lawsoniana
for shelter and for some native shrubs. A broadleaf brought back from the Makairo Track in
March is growing well.

June Since Mills Bros repaired the hew chimney in April there has been no leak in that part of
the roof. There is a small leak above the hall roof and the door of the school room has come
away from the top hinge. These matters have been reported to the committee at its June
Meeting. I think a window is necessary on the South Wall for the light is very poor in that
part of the room. A request to this effect was sent to the Board in the annual building
estimates



18th July A division T student Mt Michael Vogtherr looked after things for four days 13/7 to
16/7 when I attended a refresher course in Oral and Written Expression at Pahiatua. Michael
was here from 29/6 to 17/7
11th August Mr Barnett has had the M O W [Ministry of Works] send us these trees which
we shall plant tomorrow
1 Liquidambar Styrauflux (amber leaves)
2 Paulownia Imperialis Imperial tree of Japan
Chestnut
Spindle tree
Anelanchier buttercup like flowers
Shrubs 2 Keke
[Plan not copied writing hard to read]
Oct Tararua EPBd [Electric Power Board] inspector checked all electrical wiring etc.
8th October Mr Mathison Phys Ed Organiser made his term visit everyone enjoys his visit
20th October Plumbers from Mills Bros repaired roof (new iron (1 sheet)) and nails, Boy’s
Lav seat, overflow pipe from tank and spouting
15th December Concert and Christmas Party. David Palmer and Claire Verry completed their
year in Form II

David goes on the Dannevirke High and Claire will go as a foundation pupil at Tararua
College Pahiatua

1960

The year opens with 12 children on the roll. Heather McIntyre however is ill in hospital.
Brian Christiansen returns from Dannevirke North School

Mr Frank Jackson is calling in a day or two to fix doors, locks, window leaks etc.

24th February Mr John McDonald called and stayed for two or three hours [The same John
Macdonald who later became Head Master of Masterton Intermediate] HS Sole Charge
School documentary around Easter Time

25th Picnic and Sports meeting with Makuri and Ngaturi at Makuri Domain

February School closed for Education Day at Pahiatua

Mr J Newton (Section T) Wellington teacher’s college came for four weeks From 21st
February he relieved while I attended the Arithmetic-Science Refresher Course in Pahiatua
{John taught at Carterton, Tuturumuri and South End School that I remember]

7th April The first meeting of the committee for 1960 was held.

May School closed. I attended the Funeral service of Mrs Jean Forsythe at Pahiatua

I should have stated in February that Mrs Beal (Public Health Nurse) contacted the register of
births in Dannevirke concerning the date of birth of Beverley Christiansen. It was found to be
26th July 1955 not 26th July 1954 as claimed (One should always ask for the birth certificate)
I have kept her on at school taking responsibility for the act. The child wanted very much to
stay and she certainly needs the active comparatively stimulating environment

October Mr W Dustin gave a profitable afternoon with art & craft techniques and ideas



1961

Ist February Commenced duties as Relieving Sole Teacher J R Graydon

Roll 13 7 Boys 6 girls

8th School closed because of the Dannevirke A & P Show

9th Mr John McDonald visited the school He stayed several hours and passed ona great deal
of advice

21st School closed for Education Day held at Eketahuna Painters also arrived today got quite
a surprise to on seeing eh school this evening They are painting the outbuildings and exterior
only of the school

22nd Bill Hedley the Board Buildings inspector [Later Lived at Riversdale then moved into
Masterton ]called today to have a look at the painting job He promised us a new 400 gallon
tank for hot water Painters here today

23rd Because the Christianson family with 7 out of 13 school roll, went to town I decided to
take the remaining six to Horoeka [Where the research taught for 4 years from 1968] Much
advise was given to me by Miss Thompson the infant mistress. Arrived back to school about
2.30

March Annual picnic held with Ngaturi and Makuri Schools at the Makuri Domain Coonoor
had 11 competitors and for the first time Coonor has won the Coonoor Makuri, Ngaturi Cup.
Makuri were then hosts Coonoor is host school next year

March New 400 gallon tank was installed today for sweet water by Mills brothers Pahiatua
School closed for Bush Primary School sports at Pahiatua It was a great day Coonoor
retained the Beryl Maybey Cup for the 6th time and the 4th time running

18th march The vicar of Pahiatua Rev Malcolm Wheeler visited us today He spoke to the
school about Easter etc.

5th April Commenced duties as permanent sole teacher.

School went to Pahiatua this morning to see Mr Doyle the Transport Department Education
Officer with the Shell Company traffic trainer

April Bob Stodhart Phys ed Specialist for Education Board called today. He showed the
children some new games and activities A most useful visit

13th April Her Majesty’s Inspectors Mitchell and Campbell arrived at 11.30 this morning.
They stayed till 12.15 Helped me with problems of attendance etc. Informed me that the
school is to be inspected at the end of the year

17th April Biennial election of the School Committee took place tonight. J P H Diamond ,
Chairman, G H Palmer Secretary/Treasurer, R C Christiansen, H W MclIntyre, J A Burns
ordinary members

25th School closed for Anzac day

26th Mr Hedley- Board building Inspector came to inspect painting job. He was not very
pleased and said he would take steps to carry out a survey programme with the pure tone
method

2nd June Took my second shopping day

5th Queens’s birthday holiday

24th Mrs Noeline Tilsley took up duties as sewing teacher

7th Mr John McDonald Wellington Education Board Rural Schools Adviser] called today
Very Useful



June Public Health Nurse Miss Anderson called for the first time this year

June Three surveyors from the Land & Survey Department started a complete survey of the
school grounds using the trigs on Both ranges as survey stations

No details as to purpose were available

June Mr R Smith from Pongaroa called

July School closed for third shopping day

School closed two days owing to teaching having influenza

October School went to Pahiatua to see Governor General Lord Cobham In the afternoon
went over Pahiatua Fire Station Children went for along ride. Worthwhile Day

October Mr Simmonds Board Architect called today

October Mr A J Kemp Inspector carried out school inspection today

October School closed for shopping Day

30th October Nurse Canellie called tested children’s eyesight

31 John Macdonald called again this morning

November School Committee meeting

November Closed school went to Makuri for instruction

23rd November Mr Stodhart Mr McDonald came today

12th December Christmas Concert held

1962

Sth February The year opens with 14 children on the roll. An outside wall pipe was put in
during the holidays. New blackboard has also been put in

7th School was closed for Dannevirke A & P Show

8th School Committee meeting: Sheep in school discussed

16th Mr Kemp Inspector called at school . here all day

17th Working Bee held Fence erected along the back at the Lawsonia Hedge New Front Gate
was also put up.

19th “Piccolo” Spirit Duplicator arrived today [Worked by a stencil cut and Methylated
spirits used for moisture

22nd February Ngata Barnett Nature Study Specialist called as Did Rev Glegg (Pongaroa) as
did Bill Hedley (Building Supervisor) and a departmental Building officer with the space of
10 minutes. A busy morning

27th Sheep turned into long paddock today

Ist March Rev J B Clegg called today

8th Rev J B Clegg called today

15th March Bush Country Primary School Sports held at Eketahuna. Coonoor lost the Beryl
maybe Cup after holding for four consecutive years

21st Shopping Day

23rd Traffic Officer Doyle called today

9th April Public Health Nurse administered 15 doses of oral polio vaccine

April Bob Stodhart called today did indoor tabloids

May Mrs Taylor Art specialist called today



23rd May School closed yesterday (1st Day 2nd Term) due to painters painting room. School
started today
24th Rec J Lang
31st Rev J Lang
4th June . School closed for Queen’s Birthday Observance
23rd Second Polio vaccine administered on that day
June Bill Hedley called not satisfired with painting job
June School closed shopping Day
Mr Hedley called again to inform us of the painters insolvency
July Senior pupils took part in Bush Rugby and Basketball [Netball] tournament
Painters finally finished job this weekend
July Mr D Campbell, inspector of schools called on grading visit
Sheep now going in far paddock
30th July Mr Hedley Maintainance officer and Mr Robertson called today at lunchtime
August Mr Anderson our mailman for the last 16 years was farewelled
[Next page was poorly photographed and was illegible]




September School Committee Main topic was telephone

1963

4th February Teacher only day Worked at school in the morning went to Ngaturi School
where Makuri, Kohinui, Kaitawa teachers gathered
5th School reopened with roll of 10. 5 Boys 5 Girls

Names on Coonor School 1962



Back Row Alan Christianson, Mrs palmer, Margaret McKenzie (Form 1), Heather Mclntyre,
Margaret Christensen (F1)

Middle Row Peter Christianson (S3) Robert Palmer, Neil Christiansen (S2)

First row Wendy Christiansen (P2) Beverley Christensen P4 Russell Burn P1

Kathleen Christensen S1 Bernard Diamond S1

8th February School closed for fortnight while I went into camp with NZ ? Regiment

25th School reopened

March Inspector Fish and Campbell called

22nd March Traffic Officer came and showed three films

15th Bob Stodhart visited instructed in athletics

22nd Bush Sports Coonoor has 12 competitors came last with 11 points. Lead grans parade
as consolation

8th School picnic at Makuri Coonoor came 2nd

22nd Mr Hedley and Mr Barker called today [Both maintenance officers of Wellington
Education Board]

Mr Alex Cawley school s traffic officer called Very useful

22nd April School Committee elections Mr Diamond, Mr Burn dn myself attended the
meeting. Mr palmer was late and Mr Christensen’s car blew the coil at Makuri. Mr H WE
Mclntyre did not seek re-election and Mr Scott took his place on committee the committee is
as follows: J D P Diamond (Chairman) G H Palmer D.C.M. Secretary, J A Burn, R C



Christiansen, B A Scott. It was decided to hold a working Bee on Saturday 27th April at 9
a.m. to trim and top Lawson hedge

30th April Jack Cox called all day . Rural Advisor. Previously Sole Teacher at Marima

6th May Nurse Ruru inspected children

10th May School closed for school holidays

30th July Traffic Officer Cawley called this morning. He was followed by Mr J O Jones
Board Member and Mr Hedley- Talked of Batch [Bach] for teacher. Sounds promising
23,24,25th July Scholl closed at 1.45 p.m so that I could attend Inservice training course in
Pahiatua under Miss Ruth Trevor Reading adviser to the Department

10th September Mr Alan Clark Cild Welfare officer from Masterton called today regarding a
report on one of the past pupils Several matters were discussed

19th December Took 6 children to Wellington on 28th November Went to Museum, Zoo
Ford Factory, wonderful visit. Mr Diamond loaned car

4th December Standard 1 upwards to part in Standards meeting at Horoeks Children did well
Bernard Diamond won Junior Long Jump Heather McIntyre won long jump with 14 foot

10th December took whole school to Beauty and the Beast. Wonderful show

18th December School concert best ever-

19th December Today finished up All records are in order. This sees the end of three years of
work with some success I hope This is a great community and wish muy successor the same
amount of luck all all my best wishes

1964

3rd R G Wallace Took up position today as Sole Charge teacher with the roll standing at 9 (6
Boys, 3 Girls) 1 child in Form 1, 2 in S4, 2 in S3, 1 in S2, 2 in S1 and one infant First
impressions seem favourable. Weather glorious and the swimming pool freezing

10th February Bush Sports Meeting Hamua Hall 8 p.m.

12th School picnic at Makuri. Most enjoyable day Makuri with a roll of 36 won the cup/
Ngaturi School ha a roll of 13. We are the hosts next year. Analysis of sport made and filed
12th School Committee Holiday - Dannevirke Show

19th Mr Anderson Organising Teacher was due today but did not arrive- sent telegram during
the morning

School Committee meeting — 1st for year- 8 p.m.

24th Nurse Ruru arrived- social visit- Wendy and Peter attended to for minor injuries
received at home. Nurse will call again in two weeks

2nd March A new child admitted from Weber. Children had been looking forward to her
arrival. Taken over managing Mrs Burn’s farm. Peter Allen moved to Hawkes Bay

Roll now stands at 10 6 Boys and 4 girls

6th March Bush Primary sports meeting for country schools held today at Eketahuna. A most
enjoyable day R Palmer won the Junior High Jump with a jump of 2 foot 7 inches. Twenty
schools competed at the sports

March Nurse Ruru (Health Nurse) called this afternoon and tested the children’s eye sight
One child may have a slight defect. She also talked about fingernails and hankies ( late night



spelling for today)All Christiansen Children had to remain away as they were directly in
contact. School this week has accommodated 4 children
April Children came back Tues 24th but all the other Christensen children caught the measles
together along with BD 4 children again at school For week 9 term 1.

School closed for Easter vacation 27th March 31st march.

School reopened 1st April 4 children present
April Admitted David Wayne Christiansen to Infant Department. Nurse Ruru’s visit
cancelled until Mon 13th April
April Mr Anderson Organising Teacher arrived very helpful Discussed infant work chiefly
May School closed as I attended refresher course run by Pahiatua Bush NZEI (Music and
Drama related to Language)

20th My I attended Education Day at Pongaroa- the children were not required to attend
school

12st School reopened for the second term- all children are present

31st The school went to Dannevirke for the day to visit the following. 9.30 The milk
treatment station at Maharahara. 10.45 Dannevirke Police Station. 11.15 magistrates Court.
11.45-1.00 Lunch. 1.00 Hargreave’s Transport Yards. 2.00 evening News Printing Office

Mr Scott, Mrs Brockelsby and Mrs Burn came with us and report a thoroughly enjoyable day.
They were particularly useful in that they asked some very good questions of the people
showing us around and the answers they received probably answered some questions the
children were a little shy to ask. It was a big day for the children and towards three o’clock
they were becoming very tired but they displayed a keen interest in all they saw and no doubt
many crude concepts have been greatly matured

14th June Russell, Stewart, Stephen and Malcolm took part in the Bush Schools 7 aside rugby
tournament in Pahiatua today. Messrs Scott, Brockelsby and Burn also came in and gave
assistance with organising the teams Russell was in eh Intermediate Grade and played with
Western Country Stuart played for Makuri in the Junior Grade while Stephen and Malcolm
in the midgets played for Makuri. None of the teams

Took five children to Makuri Fancy dress (Makuri School) Children were at first very self-
conscious They presented three songs 1, Kookaburra Song, 2 We Can Play. 3 Pa Nan

Once they had overcome initial nerves they sang very well A most enjoyable evening.
Children benefited socially as they are not used to mixing with other children

School reopened for 2nd term

School closed Queen’s Birthday Observance

School closed shopping day June

Sandra Monro left school Parents have taken over farm at Martinborough. Roll now stands at
10 children 7 boys and 3 girls Not officially withdrawn from the roll yet

Went to Pahiatua Girls played basketball with Pahiatua Primary teams at Hillcrest School A
very good day socially

July Country subject to much influenza. Large schools have many absences but Coonoor has
had children away at odd intervals No real serious attacks to date
August Mr Hedley (Board Maintainance) called with Maintainance Schedule Suggetsed items
were Outside light on school building, Door on woodshed, Pipe on tank needs renewing (into
drain)August Traffic Inspector Mr Doyle arrived from Masterton Office and showed two



films based on road safety. Rules of the road. Dangers of speeding. Probably only 1 visit this
year

30th August Term II closed

7th September Term III opened

21st September Admitted Stuart Andrew Burn to infant Department

13th October. Mr W E Farland (replacing J Anderson) called Organising Teacher

5th October School closed shopping day

30th October School closed (Labour Day)

H P Henderson School Inspector signed Log 12th November 1964 arrived for Triennial
school inspection

16th November School closed shopping Day

18th November Afternoon visit to telephone exchange and the reception for the Governor
General, Sir Bernard Fergusson, Pahiatua

19th November Day visit to town Moring The Magic of Make Believe Play by the Southern
Comedy Players Tararua College Hall

Afternoon Visit to Pahiatua Fire Station and Kiwi Cordial Company

20th November Received from Education Board

2 Dozen Pamphlets The beginning of Arithmetic (for parents)

2 dozen Report on accidents to pupils forms

%2 Dozen Application for leave of absence forms

1 Dozen large Board Envelopes

1 Doz Small Board Envelopes

2 Doz Particulars regarding absences

Y doz Absence notices

1/3 Doz organisation schedules

%> Doz Leaving certificates

% Doz Term attendance returns

2 Registers of attendance

2 registers of progress and achievement

R S Wallace 20th November 1964

December Miss Burke Palmerston North Audiometrist called Hearing Tests were given to
Standard 1 & 2 and 1964 new Entrants Total 4

Wendy absent (chicken pox) missed test

Part og 1964 Free Text Book Order arrived being copies of Standard English

Standard Reading

Numerous Copies

Admitted Malcolm Barry Scott roll 9 Boys 3 girls

December Mr Bill Farland (Organising Teacher) called Social Visit saw a few of the
children’s items for this years concert

December Mr J Clegg (nicknamed The Lolly Man by the children made his last vist to the
school after three years. A wonderful story teller and an interesting person. Air Force during
the war in England taught for several years in English Secondary Schools

He has been transferred to Marton A Rev Robertson will commence duties next March
School Committee Meeting held at school 8 p.m.



School concert and prize giving Only 9 children present owing to chicken pox Children did
very well Audience were very happy and appreciative.
this brought a fitting conclusion for the year.

1965

R Wallace

Ist February Coonoor School opened today 9 Boys and 3 girls

2nd First Day of attendance for school children. Full attendance Admitted Stephen Andrew
Brockelsby to the school roll bringing roll to 13. 10 boys and 3 girls

10th Committee holiday School closed for the Dannevirke Show 11/13 children attended eh
show. Children thoroughly enjoyed themselves

11th Bush Sports Meeting at Hamua Hall 8 pm Purpose being to finalise arrangements for the
Bush Country Sports Meeting

Several stories have reached me concerning the shifting of the Christiansen family to Makuri
(Several from the said family) but to date nothing concrete has been done or said

16th February School Committee meeting at the school 8 p.m. Business being chiefly The
organisation of the school picnic with Makuri and Ngaturi School. Coonoor School is host
this year

Feb In service training. Miss Lenihan Infant Adviser [And the researcher’s infant teacher]
conducted a course at Pongaroa on the new Infant Scheme

February Spent day at Pongaroa School at second half of course Mrs E Moore (nee Rankin
a past teacher of this school relieved today. Apparently Mrs Moore thoroughly enjoyed her
return to the school and apart from being asked how old she was by a Std 5 child enjoyed the
day

18th February Health nurse Miss P Rankin called social visit will probably make an official
call about 8th March

about

Mrs M M Christensen has been appointed sewing teacher for this year

3rd march Mr Gordon Tarrant Art Adviser called today

10th Attended meeting at Pongaroa school (4.30) Les Bayley Phys Ed discussed pointers for
equipment, organisation of small schools athletic meeting Athletics standard meeting
proposed for third term

5th March School sports was postponed to next Monday

C P Absent from school Attendance Golden Shears Masterton

8th March Bush Country School Sports held in poor weather at the Pahiatua Recreation
Ground, A Good Day. Coonoor was the smallest participating school scoring 13 points (5
points 1964) R Palmer won the Junior High Jump with a height of 3 foot 6 inches. Wet
ground made jumping difficult and slippery

12th School closed today Education Day Nature Study Course at Eketahuna

15th Health Nurse Miss P Ritchie called Checking record cards for discrepancies in injection
and vaccination records

16th Wellington Education Board meeting held at Tararua College in Pahiatua A school
committee member and myself attended the public part of the meeting



March 3 Board members Messrs Campbell, Marston and Simmons visited at school to meet
committee members & teacher.

Weather shocking with Blow Members very lucky to get through the Pahiatua from
Midnight 16th to 7 a.m. 18th (31 hours) a total of 10.8 inches was recorded. Roads were
impassable Two families were unable to attend school (13 present) because of slips
Swimming pool full of mud and silt otherwise undamaged [274.32 millimetres of rain]

No water damage in school grounds. Roads to Pahiatua & Dannevirke are not expected to be
open for several days. Mail van will probably be met by tractor

Dannevirke Road completely washed away between McKenzies Loading ramp & the bridge.
Could mean several weeks according to reason

March Mr R Manssen electrician Pahiatua called to install outside light. Dannevirke Road
still closed but Pahiatua road is negotiable if care is taken Road Opened late afternoon 25th
march (Dannevirke)

26th March Notices re election of School Committee posted on Board above school hedge
giving notice to the public of date of meting

April Power Board (Pahiatua) Inspector Mr Boustead called to check wiring of installation of
light No complaint received

Secretary received last week a notice from Education Board asking for a survey of the area to
find the possible school roll for the next five years should the Christensen Family leave the
area

23rd Received notice verbally from Miss Christensen her resignation from the Position of
Needlework Instructor as she is intends shifting to Makuri in near future

8th April Received from December dept of Education on Voluntary Contributions

12th The Christensen family shifted from Coonoor to Makuri where Mr Christensen will
become chief roadman for the Makuri Coonoor district The old house opposite the school
will probably be put up for sale or pulled down by the County if position is not filled

This brings the roll from 13 to 6 children 3 New Entrants 1 child in S2, 1 in S4, and 1 in
Form One (An all boys school)

I advised the Education Board officially of the drop in the school roll. The children are not
officially withdrawn from the school roll

15th April 7 Christensen children withdrawn from the school roll

26th Cartridge paper received from the Board today

28th School Committee meeting held at school 7 p.m. Main business being the election of a
school committee for the next two years

Messrs J P H Diamond (Chairman), G H Palmer (Sec/Treasurer) J A Burn, B A Scott and G
H Brockelsby. This was a householder’s meeting where the above 5 people and myself were
the only people present. Rev Robertshawe calls weekly

6th May 3 Dozen small Board addressed envelopes arrived today

7th May School closed today bringing 1st term 1965 to a close.

24th May School opened 2nd term 1965 Received from Wellington Education Board 'z
dozen furniture requisition forms and 1 dozen term attendance returns

June Mr and Mrs Jackson (Tomahawk) of Dannevirke gave two fish for the school aquarium
June Traffic Officers Doyle and Banks arrived today for a short talk. Les Doyle has been
transferred to Wellington district and Ian Banks is to take over,



An official visit will probably be made about the 8th August 1965

Committee secretary received notification from the Board that they willing to appoint me
caretaker of Coonoor school

Rev Robertshaw did not arrive today 1/6 nor 17/6 (Minor Car accident)

Bill Farland Organising Teacher called

Received notice of intended visit by Inspectors during week ending 2nd July

Mr Cross Post Office Savings Bank Representative called

School closed compassionate leave. Attending funeral of Grandfather Napier

August As 4 of the 6 boys were absent owing to dentist appointments at the South
[Dannevirke] School clinic I decided to take y=the remaining two seniors to Masterton
visited (1) Native Reserve at Mt Bruce. (2) Radio Station 2XB. (3) trout Hatcheries, (4)
Hansell’s Essence factory- very rewarding day

Rev Robertshaw called Fri- He was unable to come on Thursday

Y, yearly survey taken last two weeks of June.

Mr Campbell (Inspector of Schools) arrived today for a grading report He mentioned the
probability of my being put on transfer at the end of the year when the school drops to a
Grade 1 (Lack of Nos on roll)

2nd July School closed Shopping Day (First taken for 1965)

July Attendances fluctuating owing to influenza which appears to be pretty general in this
district

27th July Mr Hedley (Maintenance Supervisor) arrived to conduct 1966 Maintenance
Survey Items approved (1) easing of windows in west wall of main room (2) Cover on drain
below main tank

The replacing of the Girls Washbasins and the pipe from drinking fountain to drain,
approved last year will be done sometime this year

June 1964 Corso & Freedom from Hunger Campaign Children collected £3-3—3 for a
period of 2-3 weeks # senior Boys and 1 infant. Good effort

2nd-5th August Bible Training Institute conducted their happy hour service during this week
S5th August Preparations are in hand for planned trip to Auckland during the first week of
August Holidays. Boys Russ Bernard & Bob are to stay at my Home & fly back from
Whenuapai [Auckland’s Airport] to Palmerston North on Friday 27th August 1965
Committee approval received

13th August Miss Burke, Audiometrist from Palmerston North District Health office called
and tested Russell, Malcolm & Stephen for vision. Russell appeared to have a squint in left
eye. public health Nurse to check further and report to parents in near future

20th August School closed for second term 1965

Page Removed from log Ink Spill

Took Robert Palmer, Bernard Diamond and Russell Burn to Auckland for the first week of
the school holidays A most satisfying and rewarding week as none of the boys had ben away
from home for the week other than to visit relations

Highlights: Waiotohu, Rotorua, Karapiro Hydro, Hydrofoil cruise on the Waitemata Harbour;
Milk Treatment, Zoo, Harbour Bridge, Auckland International Airport at Mangaere) Look
over Air New Zealand’s new DC 8 jet) and thereturn fligh by Friendship Factory Visits,
Beaches, Museum, Transport Museum all proved popular



6th September School opened for third term 1965
School ewe produced one set of twins
Other school ewe yet to lamb died, cause unknown
20th September Washbasin replaced in wash room by Plumber Gunn and Rankin Pahiatua
October Public Health Nurse Miss P Ritchie called to test Russell Burns Eyes squint and
wandering eye Reported 13th August- No definite stigmatism but will contact Mr & Mrs
Burns
? Mr Torrance (Education Board Appointments) feels that as the roll at next year will
increase to the required 9 children the transference of me to another school would be
pointless as he would have to find another permanent teacher next September
19th October Mr B Farland Organising Teacher called this morning. At last a start is being
made on the surface of the road outside the school for tar seal The work is expected to be
done in December
15th October NZEI Meeting (Pahiatua Bush) at Pongaroa
November 1965 2 newspaper cuttings
a) With a month to go Coonoor has had over 100 inches of rain [2540 Millimetres pf
rain] And
b) An article on the Coonoor school including
1) An all male cast at the school Mr R G Wallace, Russell Burn, Robert Palmer,
Bernard Diamond, Stephen Brockelsby, Malcom Scott and Stuart Burn. [About
the same period the Researcher had 11 boys and 1 girl in his sile charge school at
Marima]
2) Pahiatua is 27 [43.45 Kilometres] Miles and Dannevirke 30 [48.28] Miles
9th Nov Shopping Day
24th November Visit by Dominion Representative C H Miller Novel experience
December Standards athletic meeting at Pongaroa Very good turnout by Coonoor parents At
least one parent from every family present. Shearing prevented more from attending
December School Committee meeting 7.30 p/.m. at school Chief business being the
organisation of next Tuesday’s concert
December A very good effort by the five children
Closed school for the year

1966

School opened February Ist Teacher only day Attended opening of new building at
Waitahora School by Keith Holyoake Prime Minster and resident of Waitahora during
afternoon. [Waitahora was the closest school to Coonoor but was in the Hawkes Bay
Education Board area]

2nd February Children attended Roll 6 Boys

February Children taken to Dannevirke Athletics Meeting held on Monday nights. Tonight
was the first for 1966. B Diamond won his 220 yards race

February School closed Dannevirke Show

Athletics Dannevirke Domain

February Preparation stage of road for tarseal



February Scholastic Book Club initiated at school [Children each got a catalogue on paper
and purchased books through the school which were delivered to the school]

February Tarseal finally put down today

February Messrs Campbell and Bruce Inspectors visited today. Social Visit

February School Committee meeting 7.30

28th February Coonoor Makuri, Ngaturi Schools picnic sports held at Makuri Domain.
Ngaturi retained the cup, Bill Farland (Adviser to Rural Schools) was to call at the school
today appeared at the Domain for the very last ?

3rd March District Senior Inspector Mr Gilding called on a social visit after attending special
meeting at Aohanga on closing the Aohanga School

March Bush sports held at Eketahuna Recreation Ground Ngaturi won the the Bush Trophy
with Hastwell 2nd and Coonoor 3rd (Junior Division)

March Mr L Gooding called Builder Pahiatua Eased West Windows

Attended Course 15th- 18th March - 3.30 — 8.30 on Pilot Scheme new Mathematics

28th March School closed shopping Day

23rd School Committee working bee. Trimmed Lawsoniana Hedge south of the school

Mr A James Board member for the district called on a Sunday Drive agreed to see about tank
stand & work not done in the 1966 Maintenance survey

March Final night of athletics in Dannevirke

Tokyo Olympics Regent Theatre Dannevirke Took 3 seniors

School closed 8th- 12th April Easter Vacation

25th School closed Anzac day

May School closed first term completed

23rd May School opened 2nd term Roll increased by 2 boys to a total of 8 boys with
admission of David and Nigel Burn

May Late Start (9.30) this morning owing to a slip on Burns Hill

June School closed Queens Birthday

June Mr Oliver Holland a pupil of this school in 1898 farmer on the land now owned by Mr
B Murphy and now retired and living in Pahiatua visited us at school today with a friend. He
remembers attending school in eh old house which was once behind the school (on Burns
Property) while the present buildings were being built. The children found him interesting
and talkative

19th June Working Bee Morris, Brockelsby, Ross, Diamond, Palmer, Scott and myself cut
and shifted two truck loads of firewood from Palmer’s plantation to the school

June Stephen Brockelsby absent from school 13th- 20th June Time in hospital and
convalescence at home- removal of growth Returned to school 21st June

24th June Supposed to be closed for shopping day today. (Permission granted from Board)
Reason Bush Primary Schools 7 aside rugby tournament in Pahiatua Planned to leave infants
at home (Hence Shopping Day) and take the Seniors to the tournament Tournament
postponed to July 1st so shopping day also postponed

24th-25th First fall of snow for this winter. Sat. morning. Children delighted

30th Mr B Farland Adviser Rural Schools called this morning

Ist July Last Friday shopping Day taken Seniors football tournament in Pahiatua

11th Mrs Moffatt Public Health Nurse (Eketahuna) conducted eye tests today



21st School visit to Horoeka Practice of exercises etc. for Gym Champs. Les Bailey [Head of
PE for Wellington Education Board schools] & Junior Mataira (Phys Ed Advisers) were also
present
26th Mr Wallis Maintenance Supervisor for Wellington Education Board called this
afternoon and approved the following works subject to Wellington Education Board
confirmation

1. Six floorboards inside main building to be replaced remaining cracks to be filled

2. Wooden tank stand to be replaced

3. Re-iron Wood shed & Tool shed roofs

4. Stop us gaps between roofing and spouting to prevent young birds finding their way

into walls and ceiling. (Went well)

5. Replace rotten weather boards in outside of main building, tool& wood sheds

6. Paint exterior of all buildings roof, spouting etc. R G Wallace 20th July
August 1966 B Diamond NS p Palmer went with Mr J Diamond to the Lions & Wairarapa
Bush Rugby match at Masterton while the remaining seven boys (Including Tomorrows new
entrant) spent the day in Pahiatua visiting the railway station, fire station and the Carnival
Park Native Reserve. Children thought highlights were rides on a shunting engine, fire
engine, seeing the Iroquois helicopter
August Admitted Donald Ian Scott today bringing the roll to 9 boys (The required level for a
grade 1 school )
August Traffic officer Haye from Wellington visited the school today showing films etc.
Took children for a ride in the patrol car
Rev Robertshaw from Pongaroa calls fortnightly
August Two girl Gymnasts Anne Pitcher and Karen Bowman Form 1 Dargaville Intermediate
were billeted here for a week. They were part of a party of ten girls billeted through Coonoor,
Horoeka, Waione, Pongaroa and Akitio Schools
August Demonstration by Dargaville gymnasts and Coonoor children of exercises for parents
in preparation for tomorrow
August Puketoi Gymnastic championship at Pongaroa Russell Burn gained third place in
Boys B Grade Floor exercise
August Last day of term 2
8th September School opened today for 3rd term
23rd September school closed for Education Day Hillcrest School Pahiatua. Social Studies 2
Days (Friday and Saturday)
26th Shopping Day Music rehearsals at Horoeka and Pongaroa
24th October School closed Labour Day
28th Tendered my resignation to the School Committee and Education Board toady as have
received notice of another job in the South Island
31st October Meeting at Tiraumea school Subject Music festival and Social Studies
Ist November School closed Shopping Day Took senior boys to Pongaroa for a practice
(Music Festival)
2nd November Puketoi Music Festival at Pongaroa
31st October Public Health Nurse B Ellis from Pongaroa called today
5th November Bonfire and barbecue held in Pony paddock 19 adults and 11 children attended



10th November Mis J Wingate Department of health Palmerston North visited today

14th November Public Health Nurse B Ellis (Pongaroa) called (Check Record Cards

18th November Secretary School Committee received notice from Wellington Education
Board re survey

Approved Works
1. Repair boards in flooring
2. Replace Tank Stand
3. Repair weather boards in main building and sheds
4. Repair roof of woodshed
5. Repair roof of tool shed
6. Bird Proof roof man building

Not Approved work

1. Replace two broken windows (Committee)

2. Paint exterior of main block, shelter shed and and store shed
November J Gooden (Builder Pahiatua) arrived today with authority from Wellington
Education Board to put doors on the woodshed and erect display boards with one sheet of
pinex 6 foot x 4 foot. These jobs were not approved to my knowledge in the 1965.66
Maintenance survey However
28th November Southern comedy players presented “The Hunters and the Hen Wife” to
schools at the Tararua College Hall. During the afternoon we visited the Chemist Shop, The
North Wairarapa News (too small suggest the Evening News a an alternative and the Forest
Nurseries
30th November Mr W Farland Adviser Rural Schools today
7th December School Committee meeting at 7.30 p.m.
15th School concert, pet parade, presentation and Father Christmas A most enjoyable evening
16th Final day of the year. Closed 12.30 p.m This concluded a very happy three years on
Coonoor. All records are in order. I wish my successor all the best in the district R Wallace

1967

J R Brown Teacher

[Note: The researcher taught with Jeff brown at Featherston School. I was at Horoeka while
Jeff was at Coonoor and he was the Best man at My Wedding]

2nd February Took up position today as Sole teacher Roll stands at 9 Eight Boys and 1 girl
(New Entrant) Rained steadily all day and reports indicate 4 %2 to 5 inches of rain for the day
8th Committee holiday for Dannevirke Show. All children attended the show and enjoyed
themselves. Useful motivation for Language and Art Work

23rd School closed- committee holiday for Coonor- Makuri- Ngaturi Picnic Sports meeting at
Makuri. A beautiful fine day and a most enjoyable time was had by all. Ngaturi retained the
cup Coonoor came second and Makuri Third. Only I child on the roll failed to get a place in
any event, even our new entrant came a doubtful second in the Girls Skipping race From the
children’s point of view the highlight of the day was the two adult races- both won by
Coonoor parents Mrs G Brockelsby finished magnificently in the ladies sack race and Mr B
Scott was easily the winner after and impressive effort in the Men’s sack race



Ist March Bill Farland Advisor to rural School called and left some books and an art print.
He gave an interesting talk to the children about the art print

March Mr Yule the Traffic officer called today and gave the children a talk about safety on
the farm, riding on the tractor, trailers etc. He then showed the children his car and gave each
of them a copy of the New Zealand Road Safety Journal before leaving.

The School attended the Pahiatua Country School sports meeting at Pahiatua. The weather
was fine and many of the children got quite sun burnt. Coonoor with its 9 pupils was the third
smallest school in attendance, However we managed to gain third place in the Junior
Division. First and second place going to Ngaturi and Marima respectively. Because of eh
small number on our roll we were not represented in many of the races and it was
consequently a fairly long day for the children. However they seemed to enjoy themselves
and the experience was probably good for them

April Mr Goodin Pahiatua Builder- called today and made repairs to the weather boards on
the two sheds and the main building. A new board was put in the floor of the main building
stopping a very annoying draft that came up by the fire

April Miss Ellis Public Health Nurse Pongaroa called toady and talked to the children about
washing hands and general cleanliness

April School closed Shopping Day

30th April Bernard Diamond left for a week in Auckland with horoeks School

5th May last day of school term

23rd School open for second term The school was closed yesterday to enable me to go to
Pongaroa for Education Day

16th June Bernard and Russell went to the Bush Primary Schools 7 aside tournament in
Pahiatua These two made up a team with Makuri and Ngaturi. The Junior team was knows as
Coonoor Combined and although they won three games only the players had a most
enjoyable day

26th June School closed for a shopping day

26th June Mr Basire the new Anglican minister in Pongaroa called today. He had a talk to the
children and arranged to take religious instruction about once a month on Thursday
Afternoon

10th July D C Day [Decimal currency took over from Pounds shillings pence as currency]
The children had been looing forward to this day However we have noticed no change up
here. Commenced the Mid term surveys today

17th July Miss Ellis public health nurse from Pongaroa called today and talked to the children
about preventing accidents

31st July School closed for a shopping Day

August The school visited Pahiatua School today. This trip served several purposechildren’s
art theatre were performing The Princess and the in the school hall and we were able to
attend this was thoroughly enjoyed by all and Russell Burn was lucky enough to be chosen to
be one of the Page Boys to assist with the production

August End of term

5th September School opened again for beginning of third term



8th September Mr Munro from the psychology service Lower Hutt called today for the
purpose of looking at a child Mr Basire from Pongaroa also called but was unable to take
religious instruction because Mr Munro was using the room

19th September Mr Wallace building inspector called today for the annual maintenance
survey. Approved repainting of the school, new boundary fence and minor repair to one of
the windows

28th Rev Basire from Pongaroa called this morning for half an hours religious instruction
Traffic Officer Yule from Masterton called this afternoon and talked to the children about
crossing the road with or without pedestrian crossings. His talk was very interesting and the
children thoroughly enjoyed it He later took the children for a short walk and showed them
how to behave on the road

25th October Mr Bruce from the inspectorate called today for the purpose of school
inspection

2nd November Parents were invited to the school this morning to observe the children at
work and discuss modern methods of teaching and general progress of the children Each
family was represented and all had a most enjoyable morning The value of such a visit cannot
be judged immediately but indicators are that it was well worthwhile

3rd November Mrs Scott [Parent- Trained Teacher] relieved at the school today during my
absence for examinations in Dannevirke She reports that she enjoyed herself and appears to
have had a very successful day

6th Miss Ellis public health nurse from Pongaroa called today and inspected the children’s
fingernails and also checked that they all had a handkerchief

7th Miss Boswell from the Department of Health Palmerston north called today and tested the
children’s sight and hearing. No defects

14th December The Pet parade and school concert were held at the school this evening This
was preceded by a tea prepared by the children in a Maori Oven although some pof eh
potatoes were a little hard the food was quite edible and proved very popular An enjoyable
evening was concluded with some singing. An enjoyable evening was had by all

15th December The school was closed up and closed for the year

1968

6th February The school was opened with a roll of seven

7th The school was closed today to enable the children to go to the Dannevirke Show. This
was a committee holiday

15th Gunn and Rankin Plumbers from Pahiatua arrived today to make repairs to the tank
stand and renew the iron on the roofs of the two sheds. A tap was fitted on the pump by the
swimming pool so that a hose may be attached to aid the cleaning of the pool

18th February I collected the 16 mm Film Projector from Marima School which was closed at
the end of last year. This projector has been kindly lent to us by the Marima School
Committee . [Note the Researcher was the last teacher at Marima finishing in 1967. I was in
1968 teaching at Horoeka just over the hill from Coonoor and regularly kept in contact with
Jeff Brown]



20th After an early lunch the school went down and joined Makuri School with their
swimming sports The children from the school took part in many events and did well.

Mr Bruce from the Inspectorate called to enquire about the possibility of the roll going up to
9 again in the near future. At present I know of only one child that will be enrolled this year.
In view of the situation Mr Bruce indicated that it is likely the school will close at the end of
this term

21st February Mrs B Scott relieved at the school while I attended an inservice training course
at Pongaroa. She reports and enjoyable and successful day

28th The Annual picnic sports meeting between Coonoor, Makuri and Ngaturi was held today
at Makuri This year Coonoor were the hosts. The weather did not look very promising at first
but despite a strong wind it turned out to be quite a pleasant day. Ngaturi won the cup again
this year with Makuri in second place and Coonoor third. It should be be pointed out tha
again the parents races were all won by Coonoor people. So there is hope for the younger
generation as they grow older . The usual programme went off so well that it was necessary
to supplement it with a game of of softball for the older children and additional races for the
younger ones in order to full in the day. In all event it was a very successful day

4th March The school attended the Bush Country Schools sports meeting at Eketahuna today
The weather was fine and a refreshing wind made sitting in the sun pleasant. Without getting
too hot. Coonoor were successful in two events only David burn came third in his heat of the
6 year old flat races he went on to gain third in the final, the trip to Eketahuna made it a long
day for the children but the appear to have enjoyed themselves I consider that the value of
such a trip is doubtful since we were represented in twenty four heats and two finals only
However it was the wish of the majority of the School Committee that e should attend

3rd May School closed for the end of the first term

20th May I attended Education Day at Pongaroa- the children were not required to attend
school

21st School reopened for the second term- all children were present

31st The school went to Dannevirke for the day to visit the following places. 9.30 the milk
treatment station at Makarahara 10.45 Dannevirke police station. 11.15 magistrates Court.
11.45-1.00 Lunch. 1.00 Hargrave’s Transport Yards 2.00 Evening News Printing Office

Mrs Scott, Mrs Brockelsby and Mrs Burn came with us and spent a thoroughly enjoyable
day, they were particularly useful in that they asked some very good questions of the people
showing us around and the answers they received probably answered some questions the
children were a little shy to ask. It was a big day for children and towards 3 O’clock they
were becoming very tired. But they displayed a keen interest in all they saw and no doubt
many crude concepts have been greatly matured.

14th June Russell. Stuart, Stephen and Malcolm took part in the Bush Schools 7 aside rugby
tournament in Pahiatua today. Messrs Scott, Brockelsby and Burn also came and gave
assistance with organising the team Russell was in the Intermediate grade and played with
Western Country- Stuart played for Makuri in the junior grade while Stephen and Malcolm in
the midgets also played for Makuri. None of the teams won

June Traffic officer Yule called this afternoon and talked to the children abut his job and that
of other traffic officers. He then gave the children a talk on the use of bicycles and showed



them a filmstrip on the same topic. He was very good with the children and spoke to them
well

28th June School was closed for a shopping Day

4th July Mr Chatfield Board Transport Supervisor called today to find out whereabouts in the
district the children live and discuss means of transporting the children to Makuri Should the
school be closed. Nothing final was decided that would have to be done when a
householder’s meeting had decided what should be done about closing the school if
necessary. At present our roll still stands at 7. We may get another in a few weeks and
possibly another in October but this is still uncertain so the possible fate of the school is not
known

26th July Today the children travelled to Palmerston North the Burn Boys with their mother
in the car and the remaining three with me. First we visited the Manawatu Coop Dairy
Factory and saw among other things milk biscuits being made and a lot of new equipment for
manufacturing butter and other by products. Unfortunately the factory was not in operation
but it was very interesting Next we visited the airport and inspected the fire tenders and a
friend ship aircraft. After lunch at the airport which consisted of a number of milk biscuits
among other things we visited the studios of 2ZA Again we wee a little unfortunate because
that day was chosen for 2ZA’s mobile unit to broadcast from Dannevirke However we had
the working of the station explained to us and saw the local news being read and the
beginning of “Telephone Time” an afternoon programme. Finally we saw bread being made
baked at Bridewell’s bakery This I think was the most interesting and had the greatest
impression on the children The weather was kind to us and we were treated to a very fine and
enjoyable day

30th July Mr B Scott relieved for me today as I had to go into Dannevirke

16th August The school closed today for the August Holidays

2nd September School reopened for the the third term Roll now stands at eight. Jeanette
Brockelsby has returned from Gonville school Wanganui

17th September Mr Wallace Maintenance Officer called today for the annual survey.
Requests were made for repairs to the door on the wood shed ad ask for two new blinds
19th-20th September Mr B Scott relieved at the school during the two days while I attended a
science refresher course at Pongaroa

27th September We had a heavy snowfall early this morning and the children were able to
play in it at Morning playtime

30th September The Flu has struck in the district three children are away today leaving only
five at school A very boring day

Ist October Received notice of my appointment to Pine Valley School on transfer. [Pine
Valley School is in the Marlborough Region of the Wellington Education Board closer the
Jeff’s home town of Seddon. Pine Valley was on the Western Side of the Wairau River West
of Blenheim] Sent notice of my resignation to the School Committee It is expected that there
will be a householder’s meeting about the middle of the month to decide the fate of the
school

11th Traffic officer Yule from Masterton called this afternoon and in spoke to the children
about using pedestrian crossings and traffic lights



19th The school buildings were used for local body elections today. There were two
candidates for the Makuri Riding seat on the Pahiatua County. Mr Diamond from Coonoor
stood and Mr Pomare from Kohinui. Mr Diamond was successful

14th Mr Burns hydatid control officers called at the school this afternoon and spoke to the
children about his work and ways of preventing the disease. He then showed the children a
film entitled The Dog is Dangerous

23rd October The parents came along to the school at 2.00 this afternoon to see the collection
of rocks, displays of the children’s work in Social Studies and the film entitled Natures Half
Acre

26th Mr Alpe (Secretary manager), Mr Matthews (Chairman) and Mr Chatfield (Transport
officer) came up from the Board today and met with the school committee to discuss the
possibility of the children going to Makuri School next year. The parents would have to
transport their children to meet the bus at Smith’s for this the Board would pay them traveling
expenses amounting to a total of $1.90 a day for all children. Members of the committee were
not very happy with the time that the children would have to leave to meet the bus since on
alternate terms it arrived at Smith’s at 7.40 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. The board told them that they
would see if Makuri people would be prepared to arrange the time table so that the bus would
arrive at Smith’s every morning at 8.30. Members of the committee told the Board that they
would rather tha their children attended Waitahora School in het Hawkes Bay Board since
most people in the district travelled to Dannevirke for shopping and they received their mail
via Dannevirke Nothing definite was settled- Members of the Board told them that they
would inform them of the outcome of their proposal at Makuri

6th Householders in the district had a meeting with Waitahora Householders to see if they
would be prepared to accept a change in the time of the mail run enabling the children to be
picked up from Waitahora School at 3.00 and brought home. It was agreed

Unfortunately I did not photo the next page clearly to Copy it

Excellent service at Burns gateway approx. 8.30 and bring the children home again at 3.30
The meeting decided to accept the proposal and send the children to Makuri next year. They
made recommendations that the subsidised equipment should go to Makuri and that I could
take the Movie Projector and record player with me to Pine Valley School in Marlborough on
the provision that Mr Cook from Makuri doesn’t want wither of these items

17th December The school concert and pet parade held last night at 7.00 p.m. the children
opened a hangi which they had prepared during the day and this provided a very good
evening meal. There was a good crowd at the concert which began approximately 8.15 The
children all played their parts very well and all the comments I heard were favourable. After
prize giving supper was served and the evening finished about 10.30 p.m.

School commenced at 10 a.m. today because the children had a late nigh last night

18th December Mr Cook teacher at Makuri came up today and took most of the books and
equipment to Makuri School with him

19th The children finished cleaning the school today. All the books except the journals and
bulletins have gone to Makuri; The others have gone to Waitahora school all the equipment
has gone to Makuri except the Box Horse which has gone to Horoeka and the movie
projector, record player and screen which I am taking with me to pine Valley School



Marlborough There remains at the school Teacher’s and Children’s desks and chairs fixtures
such as cupboards and shelves and a map case with maps

I am sending the admission register, old P & A registers and all attendance registers to the
Board this year’s P and A [Progress and Achievement] register has gone to Makuri School
The school was closed at 2.00

J R Brown 19th December 1968



