
 
 

 
 

Clyde	Quay	

Pre	1889	
24th September 1887  TO THE EDITOR OP THE NEW-ZEALAND TIMES. Sir, —What can 
be the reason of the great delay in commencing the above school ? Some time ago I read in 
your valuable paper that the money was granted for building, and that a large piece of ground 
was leased for the erection of this very much-needed school ; yet month after month passes by 
without anything being done. I don’t know of anything so much required in Wellington as 
additional . school accommodation. At the Willis Street School there are as many as 60 children 
in a class, with one female, teacher. The consequence is the children learn nothing, and it’s 
only a waste of their time and their parents’ hard-earned money thrown away on books. I can’t, 
help thinking that tenders for the erection of these schools should have been out long since.—
l am, &C., A Parent., 
12th July 1888 Messrs. Thompson and McLean, the contractors for the erection of the public 
school on Clyde-quay, have a gang of men engaged in clearing the site, which is situated 
between the City and Clyde-quay Hotels and immediately in front of the Corporation Yard, 
and in a few days a commencement will be made with the foundations. The building will be 
erected in accordance with plans and specifications prepared by Mr. Thomas Turnbull, 
architect to the Board of Education, and will be a very handsome looking structure, capable of 
accommodating 550 children. There are to be eight classrooms, each  25ft  [7.62 meters] square, 
a master's room, 15ft x 10ft, and the usual offices [Toilets]. Two of the class-rooms will be set 
apart for the infants, and whenever it is considered necessary one large room can be made by 
simply pushing back the partition, an operation which the teachers can perform in a few 
minutes. There is to be a playground for the boys, and another for the girls, and there will also 
be separate entrances— the girls entering from Roxburgh-street, and the boys from Clyde 
Quay. The school, which is to be built of totara and red pine, will contain several 
improvements, similar to those which Mr. Turnbull and the Inspector (Mr. Lee) noticed during 
their recent visit to the Old Country, and is to be ready for occupation at the beginning of next 
year.  
30th November 1888 At the meeting of the Masterton School Committee  to be held this 
evening the question of transferring Mr Grundy to Clyde Quay School will be discussed. 
20th December 1888  Wellington Education Board: An application by Mrs McDonough, 
Newtown school, to be transferred to the Clyde Quay school was refused.  
 

1889	
1889 477 Clyde Quay Grundy William T   Head Master   £345.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Samuel Edward   Assistant Male   £220.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Erskine Albert   Assistant Male   £150.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth   Assistant Female   £90.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Lawson Henrietta   Assistant Female   £85.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Page Elizabeth   Assistant Female   £60.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Booth Frances   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Lockie Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  



 
 

 
 

1889 477 Clyde Quay Batt Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Ferguson Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  
1889 477 Clyde Quay Scott Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  

5  Elizabeth’s and 2 Alice’s makes it lucky teachers were only referred to as Mr, Mrs or Miss 

William T Grundy was appointed headmaster of Masterton in 1880 and came to Clyde Quay 
in 1889 and was there until he retired in 1915. By 1918 was back living in Masterton , resigned 
as a member of Wellington Education Board as he was going to England. 
4th October 1938 Advice has been received from Masterton that Mr \V. T. Grundy, for 27 years 
head master of Clyde Quay School, died there last night. 
Edward Samuel  In 1879 was Teacher at Kaiwaiwai school between Featherston and 
Martinborough. From 1880 to 1888 he was Headmaster of Carterton. And in 1889 and 1890 he 
was Headmaster of Clyde Quay School [ It appears that he left teaching in NZ] 
25th April 1894 Mr. E. Samuel, late assistant master in Clyde quay School, has been appointed 
teacher of the ex-pupil teacher class under the Board of Education, at a salary of .£35. The 
position was recently vacated by Mr. C. Watson, of the Te Aro Sohool, through pressure of 
other business. 
Albert Erskine started his teaching for Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay in 1889 
until 1891. Then from 1892 to 1919 was at the terrace School always as first  assistant.  
23rd June 1938 The death of Mr. Albert Erskine has occurred in Wellington at the age of 71 
years. Mr. Erskine was very well known and respected, particularly by those in the teaching 
profession, with which he had been associated for the greater portion of his working life. He 
had been retired from the profession for some years and had been in failing health for some 
time past. . A native of Geraldine, South Canterbury, Mr. Erskine joined the teaching profession 
at a very early age. He was one of the youngest and most talented teachers in the employ of the 
Department. His early teaching experience was gained in Geraldine and Masterton, after which 
he held a position for a number of years at the Clyde Quay School. From there he was appointed 
first assistant at the old Terrace School, where he remained for about 30 years. During absences 
of the principal, Mr. George Macmorran, at various times in this period Mr. Erskine acted as 
headmaster. He retired on superannuation from The Terrace School about ten years ago. During 
his long connection with the teaching profession he was most highly regarded by other 
.teachers, who were unanimous in their opinion of him, and also in their recognition of his 
capabilities. When he was first assistant at The Terrace School, the school was always to the 
fore as regards scholarship, and this in a great part was due to Mr. Erskine's untiring industry. 
Many former pupils of the school retain fond and grateful memories of his instruction and 
guidance. Mr. Erskine was one of the most important and prominent men connected with the 
New Zealand Educational Institute in its earliest days. He was honorary treasurer of the institute 
for many years and was secretary for a time. The final office which he held was that of president 
for New Zealand. He was one of those most responsible for the present sound and influential 
position of the organisation, and for the many improvements in conditions governing the 
employment of teachers. In his early days Mr. Erskine represented the Wellington Province on 
the Rugby football field as full-back. He was a member of the Wellington Rugby Football Club 
and of the Wellington Cricket Club. Latterly his interests were more in the direction of golf 



 
 

 
 

and bowling. He was secretary for many years of the Miramar Golf Club, of which he was later 
elected club captain and a life member. It was partly due to his efforts that the Miramar Club 
secured its present links, as he was secretary when the club had its headquarters at Karori. Mr. 
Erskine was a past master of the Waterloo Masonic Lodge, a member of the Wellesley Club, 
and a past president of the Wellington Bowling Club. He was unmarried. His relatives live in 
Patea, and he has a sister residing at Kakaramea. 
Elizabeth McGowan started teaching for the Wellington Education Board in 1878 to 1881 at 
Mount Cook Boys’. Then in 1882 to 1883 she was at Mt Cook Infants’ From 1884 to 1888 she 
was teaching at Courtenay Place school. She then was at Clyde Quay from 1889 to 1904 
Henrietta Lawson was a pupil teacher Thorndon Infants in 1882 to 1884 and then in 1885 
taught at Clyde Quay as an assistant  
Elizabeth Page was a pupil teacher at Te Aro 1882 and 1883: Courtenay Place 1884 and 1885: 
Newtown  in 1886 and Kilbirnie in 1888. She then taught at Clyde Quay in 1889 and 1890, as 
a mistress.  
Frances Booth aka Fanny and Fannie ; taught at Mt Cook Infants 1882 and 1883 and 1884 and 
1886 at Mount Cook Girls’ Probably had 2 years at Training College and taught at Clyde Quay 
1889 as a pupil teacher 1890 to 1891 as an assistant. Resigned February 1892 
1892/395 Frances Eleanor Booth Bertram Bowen Allen 
   
Alice Lockie 1886 taught at Mount Cook Infant’s. Didn.tt each 1887 1888 as Clara Lockie 
taught  Then taught 1889 to 1891 Still as a pupil teacher. 
Elizabeth Batt Taught as  a pupil teacher 1884 Te aro: 1885:1888 Courtenay Place: 1889 
Clyde Quay.  
Elizabeth Ferguson: 1884 and 1885 Pupil Teacher at Kilbirnie: 1888 Mt Cook Boys’ 1889 
and and 1890 at Clyde Quay 
Alice Robinson 1887 to 1888 Pupil teacher at Courtenay Place and 1890 to 1894 still a pupil 
teacher at Clyde Quay. Then 1894 to at least 1917 at Clyde Quay as an assistant 
Elizabeth Scott had a very long career  with the Wellington Education Board ;  
As a a pupil teacher: 1886 Mount Cook Infants: 1887 and 1888 Courtenay Place 1889 to 1896 
Clyde Quay 
As an assistant female : 1897  to 1902 Clyde Quay 
As a Sole Teacher: Te Whiti between Masterton and Gladstone 1899-1900 
As an assistant Female 1901 to  1910 at Levin as an assistant 
4th February 1889 Owing to the opening of the Clyde Quay School, it has been found necessary 
to reorganise the staffs of several schools, but the changes will not be made until the end of the 
month, before the expiration of which period it is possible that one or two of the larger schools 
will have had considerable additions made to their pupil rolls. 
13th February 1889  Wellington Education Board: Assistant master Clyde-quay Salary  £100 
15th February 1889 Elizabeth Batt (Clyde Quay) passed her 4th year Pupil teacher 
examinations: 
28th March 1889 Wellington Education Board: Mr R Hopkirk at present at Clyde Quay to 
transfer to Featherston and that Mr Erskine should be removed from Masterton to Clyde-quay  



 
 

 
 

2nd May 1889 Glyde-quay School,.— An interview took place at the Clyde. Quay . School 
yesterday afternoon between. Messrs Willeston and Watt (members of the; School Committee) 
and Messrs J. R. Blair (Chairman of the Education Board), A. W.' Brown, and A, Dorset 
(Secretary of the Board), when the necessity for several alterations and additions to the building 
were brought under the notice of the members of the Board. It was pointed out that the lower 
standards of the school were filled to overflowing, and that a large number of children had been 
turned away; especially young children. The Committee were highly pleased with the school, 
but they considered there were a few slight alterations needed.. The necessity for a shelter shed. 
was also pointed out. The matter .will be brought before the Education Board at its next 
meeting. 
2nd August 1889  Clyde-quay School. —-Mr J. H. Hutchens a member of the Clyde quay 
School Committee, waited upon the Board and asked that an infant school should be erected in 
the district, and also that scientific apparatus should be purchased. The Board promised Mr 
Hutchens that the matter would be considered in due course 
16th September 1889  A concert is announced to be held at the Opera House on Monday, the 
30th instant, for the purpose of raising money to pay off the balance due for the piano and to 
provide funds for the erection of a gymnasium in connection with Clyde- quay School. Several 
prominent amateurs have promised their assistance. 
18th September 1889  We are informed by the committee who are organising the concert in aid 
of the Clyde - quay school recreation fund, and which is to take place in the Opera House next 
Monday week, that Miss Katharine Hardy has been specially engaged, and in addition to taking 
part in a quartette will sing Gounod's waltz song from " Romeo and Juliet " and Tosti's " 
Goodbye." Wo also hear the tickets are going off very rapidly, and seats can now be reserved 
at Holliday's 
30th September 1889  CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL CONCERT AT TE ARO OPERA HOUSE. 
ON MONDAY, 30th instant 
4th October 1889 First Grade Art Examination Wellington District:  Clyde Quay.— F. G. 
Brace, I. Gibson, E. Jenkins. A. E. Leggett, E. Page, A. Redmond, W. Stewart, M. Tonks, E. 
Townsend 
26th October 1889  The balance-sheet of the entertainment given at the Opera House by 
the Clyde Quay School Committee shows receipts, £89 ls lOd, against expenses £44 10s  10d-
, so that there is a surplus of .£44 11s available for the piano and gymnasium fund. The piano 
fund, which already stands at £15, will be supplemented sufficiently to enable the Committee 
to purchase a useful instrument, and the balance will be appropriated for the gymnasium, the 
Board being applied to to supplement the amount by a grant. At present the Board pay .£10 a 
year towards the rent of a building in which the pupil teachers receive gymnastic instruction, 
and it is anticipated that that body will cheerfully aid a scheme which will relieve them in the 
future from this charge. The gymnasium) when built, can be used as a class and lecture-room, 
so that it will fulfil a doublet use to the school: 
[£44 in September 1889 is inflation adjusted to $9440.20 in October 2021] 
 9th December 1889 Wellington Education Board: Inspector’s report on Wellington schools 
included: The management and appointments are excellent. The quality of the work is 
uniformly good for a school in the first year of its existence. The reading of the girls is 
especially commendable. The whole of the 527 children were present for examination. The 



 
 

 
 

school has a good staff of teachers, who are working with much earnestness. The geomotrical 
drawing of standard’s 6 and 7 was exceedingly well done, and these classes wero generally 
well informed, and did accurate work. The standard 5 class also greatly distinguished itself 
10th December 1889 OPERA HOUSE. Under the patronage of Sir H. Atkinson, the Wellington 
Education Board, and the French Consul, Mons de Lostalot de Bachone. GRAND ANNUAL 
DISPLAY  OF CALISTHENICS, GYMNASTICS, AND ASSAULT. AT-ARMS By girls and 
boys of city public schools [Included] 
7 Indian Clubs Girls Clyde Quay School 
3 Swedish Musical Drill- Boys Clyde Quay School 
18th December 1889 The distribution of prizes at thin school took place at 10.30 ’clock to-day 
and  was witnessed by a large number of parents and friends. The infants were previously 
regaled with sweets at the expense of the retiring Mayor, and after a toy had been handed round 
to everyone, the children wero dismissed. During the morning Jessie Wallace gave a recitation, 
Masters Kellow and Crespin took part in a dialogue, and songs and choruses were rendered, 
one of these, "On the Ball," being particularly well given. After the prizes had been distributed 
by the retiring Mayor (Mr. J. Duthie), that gentleman addressed a few words to those present. 
He said that the residents of the district had reason to feel proud of the School, which was one 
of the best in the city. The building was well constructed, and under Mr, Grundy and his staff 
the school had secured a most satisfactory record. At the request of Mr. C, E. Willeston, 
Chairman of the Committee, cheers were given for Mr. Duthie and Mr. Grundy and staff. Mr. 
Grundy acknowledged the compliment and spoke in flattering terms of the manner in which 
the staff had seconded his efforts during the year. Cheers having been given for the visitors and 
the Committee the scholars were dismissed for the holidays  
The prize list is  as follows :— 
 Standard I.— E. Hamm, W. Chatfield, H Young, E. Hutchison; general, F. Douglas 
attendance, K. Davis.  
Standard ll.— Attendance— J. Wills, V. Halliwell, M. Barry M. Mitchell, A. Mitchell, I. 
Hewitt ; general T. Page, A. Lerwill, S. Morrell, L. Read  
Standard lII.— Attendance-K Barry. E Burton, R. Mitchell, E. Redstone, J. Hutchison; general 
—W. Read, B. Clark  
Standard IV. — Attendance — A. Hutchings J. Callaghan, F. McNeill, R. Shennan  
Standard IV.— Attendance— L. Dutch. N McLeod, M. Russell, A. McGregor, A. Wood E. 
Page ; general— J. Mountstephen, C Burton.  
Standard V. — Attendance — J. Russell; A. White, R. Woods, M. Shutler, A Bendall, J. 
Robertson; general— E. Page A. Redmond.  
Standard Vl.— Attendance. E Kellow. W. Light, F. McNeill, D. Robert Ron, C. Leiz, A. 
McLeod, R. Tattle ; general— E. Meek, A. Penny 

1890	
1890 626 Clyde Quay Grundy William T    Head Master   £345.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Samuel Edward    Assistant Male   £220.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Erskine Albert    Assistant Male   £150.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth    Assistant Female   £110.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Page Elizabeth    Assistant Female   £60.00  



 
 

 
 

1890 626 Clyde Quay Booth Fannie    Assistant Female   £60.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Davies Emma    Assistant Female   £60.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Cutting Griffen M    Male Pupil teacher   £45.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Lockie Alice    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Ferguson Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Hudson Priscilla    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice    Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Scott Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Hutchens Julia    Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Kershaw John    Male Pupil teacher   £25.00  
1890 626 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice    Female Pupil Teacher   £15.00  

Emma Davies started in 1882 to 1884 at Thornden Infants. 1885 and 1886 was at training 
college. 1889 and 1888 was sole teacher at Pirinoa South of Featherston 1889 was at 
Wadestown and from 1890 to 1896 was at Clyde Quay 
6th May 1897 Pytt-Jackson—Davies. —On April 21st, at St. Paul’s Pro-Cathedral, by Rev T. 
H. Sprott, Thomas Henry Pytt-Jackson, eldest son of T. B. Jackson, Perth, West Australia, to 
Emma, sixth daughter of the late Captain James Davies, Wellington 

Griffen M Cutting only taught at Clyde Quay as  a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education 
Board   
Priscilla Hudson was in 1884 and 1885 at Courtenay Place, 1886 and 1887 at Te Aro Infants, 
1888 and 1889 at Mount Cook Girls’ and 1890 to 1892 at Clyde Quay. All as a pupil teacher 
Julia Hutchens was Mt Cook Infants in 1887 Te Aro Infants in  1888 and 1889 and Clyde 
Quay 189 to 1892 all as a pupil teacher 
John Kershaw only taught in 1890 as a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay for the Wellington 
Education Board  
Alice Ryder started as  a pupil teacher at Johnsonville in 1889 and Clyde Quay 1890 until 1896 
and was an assistant in 1897 at Petone 
1898/520 Alice Ellen Ryder James Frederick Kraft 
18th January 1890 JUBILEE CELEBRATION, 22nd JANUARY, 1890. NOTICE TO 
PARENTS AND CHILDREN. PARENTS and Guardians (except of those attending Newtown 
School) are required to furnish their children with small Rosettes of the respective colours of 
the Schools, namely— Children attending Thorndon ... Purple and white Te Aro Red and white 
Terrace Yellow and black Mount Cook . . Red and black Clyde Quay ... Blue and black St. 
Paul's ... Yellow and white Vogeltown ... Red, white and blue Kilbirnie ... Pink and white 
Kaiwarra ... Green and white The children are to assemble on Wednesday morning at their 
respective Day Schools, at 9 ’clock. _ Each child to be supplied with mug or pannican. Only 
children over seven years of age to take part in procession. By order. WM. MILLER, Hon. Sec. 
Children's Amusement Committee. WELLINGTON CITY COUNCIL. JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION 
23rd January 1890 Part of a long article on The Jubilee: Shortly before 12 ’clock the procession 
started, the Protestant Band in the van of - the school children near the Government  Buildings. 
The young folks mustered in great force, and it is 'estimated that they numbered about 5300, 
representing the Clyde - Quay, Mount Conk, Newtown, Vogeltown, Kilbirnie, To Aro, 



 
 

 
 

.Terrace, Thorndon, Wadestown, and Kaiwhata schools, A drum and fife band also 
accompanied them.  
27th January 1890 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. THE Parents of the Children who were refused 
admittance to the above School are recreated to meet the Committee, at the Schoolroom, on, 
Tuesday Evening, the 28th instant, at 7.30. C. WILLESTON, Chairman. 
29th January 1890 Clyde  quay School. Last evening, householders residing in the vicinity of 
Clyde-quay School mot the local Committee to consider what steps should be taken to obtain 
greater school accommodation for the district. After lengthy discussion, the following motion 
was carried unanimously : That this meeting desires to call the attention of the Education Board 
to the altogether inadequate accommodation offered by the Clyde-quay School and would urge 
in the strongest manner possible that steps be at once taken to provide proper accommodation 
for the children in the district.” Another resolution was passed appointing Messrs Irons, C, 
Stewart, and Veitch to accompany members of the School Committee in waiting upon the 
Board at its meeting today to present the first resolution. The meeting was it very enthusiastic 
one and was largely attended. 
30th January 1890 School Accommodation Wellington Education Board: A deputation 
consisting of members of the Clyde quay School Committee, with the exception of the 
Chairman (Mr Willeston), who was unavoidably absent, and Messrs Veitch, Irons, and Stewart 
waited upon the Education Board yesterday for the purpose of urging that increased school 
accommodation should be provided for the Clyde-quay district. Mr Watts having read the 
resolution passed at the meeting of householders on the previous evening, explained that most 
of the children who were unable to gain admittance lived on the northern side of the school. 
Mr Grundy, headmaster of the school, in reply to the Chairman of the Board (Mr J. R. Blair) 
stated that so far he was aware only four children going to his school belonged to the Mount 
Cook district. 
'The Chairman pointed out that there were about 54 vacancies at the Mount Cook School, but 
these would soon be filled up. With the exception of the Thorndon School every other school 
in the city was full. Mr Grundy stated that there were about 170 infants in the school. Replying 
to a question, he said that if the infants were removed he would be able to find room for about 
150 standard children. ‘ 
The Chairman remarked that the Board received very little support when they proposed to erect 
the school—in fact, there was a great deal of opposition to it. He pointed out that at present the 
only school where there was any surplus accommodation was the Thorndon School, at which 
there were vacancies for from 150 to 250 children. In the course of further discussion, the 
Chairman ' said he felt sure that the district would require a separate large school. Mr Young 
said the people had shown considerable apathy in the matter before the school was erected, and 
they really had themselves to blame. 
Mr Veitch thought that the householders had always recognised the necessity of getting a 
school for the district. The Chairman pointed out that the Board’s difficulty in the matter was 
that they had only LI9OO to provide school accommodation for a district stretching to the 
Manawatu. The Rev J. Paterson observed that the Clyde-quay was one of the most growing 
districts in the city, and there was no doubt that they needed extra school accommodation. 



 
 

 
 

Mr A, W. Brown suggested that the School Committee should consider the matter, and let the 
Board have some idea as to what accommodation would be required in the future. Mr Burns : 
Will the Government provide the funds 
Mr Young ; They have got to do it. Mr Watt pointed out to the Chairman that the school had 
not yet got a scientific .apparatus. 
The Chairman replied that the Committee had got enough from the public to enable them to 
purchase an apparatus. The school had received a great deal more assistance than any other 
school in the district. 
The deputation having withdrawn, it was decided, on the motion of Mr A. W. Brown, that the 
matter of arranging for accommodation for the infants should be left in the hands of the 
Chairman 
31st January 1890 WANTED SCHOOLS! The difficulty experienced in providing adequate 
school accommodation at Clyde quay is at once a matter for congratulation and regret—
congratulation that the city has so many children seeking education, and regret that the local 
governing bodies are unable to provide the necessary accommodation. The Clyde-quay School 
was only built a few months ago, and already the demands made upon it are so large that parents 
residing in that locality have held what is practically an indignation meeting  and waited on the 
Education Board on Wednesday to request assistance from that body. It must be understood, 
furthermore, that these children are not “ deserters ” from other parts of the town. All the city 
schools are full at the present time. The difficulty is that the Board is almost powerless to do 
anything in the matter. They cannot make bricks without straw, and they cannot build schools 
without money. Controlling an enormous and well-populated district stretching up to the 
Manawatu River on the one side, and to Woodville [Actually the Manawatu River. Woodville 
was a Hawkes Bay School ]on the other, the demands made upon them for new schools, for 
repairs, &e., are unceasing; and to meet these great requirements and to carry on their work 
generally, they have a grant which amounted last year to less than L 2000 [L was often used 
by typesetters when the  £ sign was not available] The importance of this subject is not entirely 
local —it is a great colonial question which Parliament will have to deal with very shortly. The 
State, having undertaken to give what is called a free education to its people, is now performing 
its duties in such an unsatisfactory way that large numbers of children in town and country are 
left without, the means of education, or can only obtain it at great inconvenience. That is the 
simple, hard truth of it. How can the Wellington Education Board, for instance, provide new 
schools and repair old ones over such a large district upon L2OOO a year ? Only recently they 
have had to put up four new schools along the Manawatu railway line, in addition to what is 
required of them in other parts of the district. We in Wellington have not had the advantages 
that other parts of the Colony possess ; we cannot afford hand-, some brick primary schools, 
and we have not-got extensive reserves for secondary education. In many parts of the Colony 
beside Wellington, however, there is urgent need for new schools. Primary education—the 
importance of which is absolutely paramount—is curtailed in this way, while secondary 
education has in some cases a princely revenue from reserves. Such a condition of things is 
unwise and unprofitable ; and we trust that Parliament will very shortly see the extreme 
foolishness of spoiling the ship for a ha’porth [Half penny] of tar. 
24th February 1890  Thirteen tenders have been received by the Education Board for the 
additional accommodation required at Kent Terrace Presbyterian Church before the younger 



 
 

 
 

children at Clyde Quay School are transferred to it. They will bb considered at the Board's 
regular meeting on Wednesday; 
11th April 1890 Influenza Epidemic: . So prevalent is the affliction among the pupils and 
teachers of the Mount Cook schools that the local Committee have decided to close those 
schools until Monday. The Clyde quay school will be closed for a few days for the same 
reason. 
27th March Wellington Education Board  It was decided that Miss Booth, of Mount Cook 
Boys’ School, should be transferred to the Clyde quay,  
29th March 1890 Wellington Education Board:. Tenders. —The following tenders have been 
received fay the Education Board, Clyde quay Infant School—Thompson and Co., £627 
(accepted) ; T. Laughlan, £7OO ; J. Rose, £779 ; Edwards and Palmer, £785 ; Skinner and 
Johnson, £691 7a 6d; J. Edwards. £795; D. McLean, £798; J. Wilson, £727 ; Gray and Glamer, 
£712 ; H. J. White, £692 10s; W. C. Watson, £896 ; R. Grant, £849; J. Russell, £749. 
29th April 1890 CLYDE QUAY, The annual meeting took place in the schoolroom. There was 
a large attendance, and the Chairman of the School Committee (Mr C. E. W. Willeston) 
presided. The report congratulated the householders on the success attending the opening of 
the school. The crowded condition of the school had been overcome, after many Interviews 
with the Board, by the erection of a new infants’ school, capable of holding 300, which would 
greatly relieve the main school. _ The standard examinations had resulted in only five failing, 
the percentage of passes being 98 per cent —the highest in the educational district. Forty-seven 
had been presented at the annual geometrical drawing examination, and all passed, 29 obtaining 
the “ excellent” mark. The senior scholarship of the Education Board had been obtained by Ivy 
Sloan Gibson, a pupil of the school. The thanks of the Committee and house, holders were due 
to Mr Grundy, the headmaster, and his assistants for the excellent results obtained. A piano had 
been purchased by aid of subscriptions and a concert. The thanks of the householders were due 
to Messrs A. J. White and J. Hutchens, to the former for presenting an honour board for the 
inscription of names of pupils who secured scholarships, and to the latter for services rendered 
about the school, by which expense was saved to the Committee. The capitation had been £15 
per quarter, a sum quite inadequate lor the Committee’s purposes, but it was hoped this sum 
would be augmented by the additional capitation on the new school. Mr Watt read the balance 
sheet, which showed receipts from capitation, subscriptions and entertainments to be £IO8 10s 
9d ; expenditure, £91 6s lOd; leaving a balance of £17 3s 11d. The amount subscribed for the 
prize fund had been £l2. The election for a committee resulted ns follows, the Rev H. Driver 
occupying the chair pro tern. Messrs A, J. White,. G. Irons, J. Hutchens, C. E. W. Willeston, J. 
C. Swallow, J. Watt, and A. Veitch. All were members of the previous committee; with the 
exception of Messrs Swallow, Irons, and Veitch. At a subsequent meeting of the new 
committee, Mr Willeston was re-elected chairman, and Mr Watt, secretary (also re-elected). 
10th May 1890 Free Public Library Fund.—That energetic canvasser, Mr G. Woodward, has 
collected the following additional subscriptions for the fund of the Free Public Library :—Mr 
C. Watson, Willis street School, £1 Is; Mr C. J. Hardy, Te Aro School, £1 Is ; Mr W. T. 
Grundy, Clyde quay School, £1 Is;  
28th May 1890 Yesterday morning his Excellency the Governor, accompanied by his private 
secretary, Mr Walrond, paid a visit to the Clyde quay school. His Excellency was received by 
the headmaster (Mr T. W. Grundy) and Messrs H. J. White, J. Watt, J. Willeston,  and J. H. 



 
 

 
 

Hutchens, -members of the Committee, the boys belonging to the sixth and seventh standards 
forming a guard of honour at the main entrance. The party then proceeded to the playground, 
where a large number of the female pupils under the leadership of Clara Leiz, were put through 
a series of Indian club exercises by their instructor, M. de Mey. His Excellency expressed 
himself as highly pleased with the display. The various class rooms were then inspected, after 
which the teachers and elder scholars were assembled in one of the rooms. His Excellency, 
addressing them, said he did not think they would expect him to pass any criticism upon the 
system of education in New Zealand, being, as he  was, merely a passer-by for a few years in 
the Colony. Although he had very distinct views of his own on the subject of education, as one 
who had taken a great interest in it, it was not for him to say whether he leaned toward purely 
secular or religious instruction, or what he thought of the sufficiency of the Fourth Standard or 
its insufficiency. All he wished to say on an occasion like that was about the comparison 
between the scheme he was interested in, and which he had taken some part in the management 
of in England, and the Schools in New Zealand . The first thing that struck him, being, as he 
was, strongly in favour of compulsory education, was the great regret that they could not 
combine with compulsory education in England compulsory alimentation. At home they saw 
little children obliged to go to school and bring the penny or twopence from their parents to 
pay for the schooling, when they were unable to afford themselves a proper 'breakfast before 
going to school. It was impossible to expect children to do a day’s work in school if they had 
not enough to eat beforehand. Now, that was one of the things they did not suffer from here, 
and they ought to thank God every day of their lives that they lived in a country where there 
was free education and mutton was 3d per lb—he meant 4d . a lb. Things had advanced so 
rapidly and so much nearer the state of things in England that the price of mutton had been 
raised a Id a lb while he had been away. There was a politician in England for whose opinion 
he had a great respect—his name was Sir Charles Dilke—a man of great information, and he 
had told an audience recently that English people had a great deal to learn from their children 
in the colonies. He (his Excellency) quite endorsed that opinion. Not more than fifty years ago 
the English Government only spent L 30,000 a year on education, and there were two millions 
of children in England who had no education at all, and only 600,000 of these were in any 
employment. Now there were five millions of children educated in England, and the 
Government contributed three millions, and the ratepayers one million toward the cost. He was 
happy to say that both political parties had agreed that, as soon as they could afford the money, 
education should be free to everybody. That, he thought, -showed that they in England had not 
been remiss in learning their lesson from the colonies. There was, however, One thing they 
could teach the colonies. There was one thing they prided themselves upon, and that was the 
large sums of money which were contributed by people toward education. There were •certain 
large companies in the City of Loudon, and the ow ners of very valuable property. There were 
many people who thought that they spent this money upon dinners, turtles, and champagne, but 
that was not the case at all, and his Excellency referred to the Formers and the Worshipful 
Company of Spectacle Makers, who had established a technical school. The idea was being 
extended throughout England, and recently one company had given a property valued at 
L8O,OOO, to which the Charity Commissioners added L 150,000, toward the establishment 
of a technical school. He did not think they had any such schools in Australia or New Zealand, 
or if they had, they were only of an artistic character. He thought he •might venture to call the 



 
 

 
 

attention of some of our wealthiest citizens to this meritorious distribution of wealth. They 
wore accustomed to all those things in-England, because they had not a large minded and liberal 
Government who did everything they were asked and had a surplus of L 115,000 to do it, or a 
population who could pay 25 per cent more on what they purchased in order to remit the interest 
upon a debt of 37 but they had a public spirit which, he hoped, would be emulated by our 
wealthy citizens. In concluding, his Excellency said he wished to say" one word to the children. 
There was one of the Ten Commandments which he  thought deserved special recognition in 
New Zealand, and that was the fourth—“ Honour thy father and thy mother.” He thought the 
children of New Zealand would do well to lay that to their hearts arid try and help their parents. 
They should.stay at home as much as they could and be in the streets as little as they could, 
and, above all, they should not turn into larrikins. His Excellency then stated that at his request 
Mr Grundy would give the scholars a half holiday, an announcement which was received with 
cheers. His Excellency then left the school. Before leaving his Excellency made the following 
entry in the visitors’ book :—“ I inspected this school and the tuition, which was proceeding in 
the different standards, witnessed the Indian clubs exercise, and looked over the books of the 
various standards, which showed great care on the part of the teachers and the neatness and 
accuracy on the part of the scholars which is common to New Zealand schools.—(Signed) 
Onslow.” 
5th June 1890 Appointment of Assistant-inspector Thu Education Board yesterday considered 
the applications which had been received for the position of Assistant-Inspector of Schools in 
the Wellington district. The matter was dealt with in committee, and on resuming it was 
reported that the appointment had been conferred upon Mr T R Fleming, M.A., LL.B., of the 
firm of Sinclair and Fleming, solicitors. Dr Newman and Mr A. W. Brown opposed the 
appointment of Mr Fleming, as they considered that gentlemen holding positions in the State 
schools should have tbs preference. The gentlemen mentioned proposed that Mr Grundy, 
headmaster of Clyde quay School, should be appointed, but they were, of course, out-voted. 
The salary is £350 a year, and £1 Is a day travelling allowance. There were 36 applicants. 
4th July 1890  Mr Wardlaw is at present assistant at the Pahiatua School, and his place will be 
taken by Miss Batt, of the Clyde quay School. 
19th July 1890 The erection of the new infant school at Clyde Quay having given increased 
accommodation in the other building  parents are today notified that the committee will be 
prepared to receive applications for the admission of pupils at 9 'clock on Monday morning.  
9th October 1890  The report of the first grade art examination for 1890 in connection with the 
Sohool of Design has been submitted to the Education Board by Mr A, D. Riley, examiner. It 
shows that the number of individual candidates presented was 1932, of whom 1405 passed, the 
number of schools represented being 56……….Clyde Quay 94 Individual candidates 84 passes 
19th December 1890 Mt Cook Boy’s School report included  This slight falling off was due to 
many of the older boys having left after the examinations, and also to the increased 
accommodation provided by the opening of Clyde - quay school 
22nd December 1890 Following are the names, in order of merit, of tbs successful candidates 
in the recent examinations for the Education Board scholarships ; CITY” SCHOOLS.[1st] 
Ethel Meek, Clyde quay Arithmetic, 110; English, 92  history, 48 ; science, 68 ; geography, 72. 
Total, 390. [Topped the examination of the city schools] 



 
 

 
 

24th December 1890 CLYDE QUAY. At this school each pupil who had made full 
attendances, or only missed five days, was given the usual certificate and a group of 
photographs of the regular attendants. Mr C. E. W. Willeston, chairman of the Committee, 
made the presentation, after which votes of thanks were passed to Mr Grundy, the staff, and 
the chairman. Following is the list : Standards V and Vl—Boys : First class C —T Dutch, E 
Page ; second class C- J Robertson, A Kellow, L Tingey, R Sinclair. Girls— First class C— C 
Liez, J. Townsend, M McLeod, C Burton, R Thurlstone, C. McLean; second-class G —J 
Young, B Rees, K Hutchings, J Callaghan. L Dutch, E Meek. Standards III and IV —Boys: 
First class C—W Kellow, D Douglas, D Macklin, J Elliott, W Young, A Hutchings, G Peck. 
Girls—D Gaudin, E Green, J Barry, M Sinclair, A McDonald, M Mitchell, A Lockie, F 
Mallowes, L Callow, K Barry. Second class G : Boys—O Gibson, A Griffiths, It Mitchell, R 
Elliott. Girls—V Rees, A Mitchell, M Bennett, I Osborne, K Callow, M Keith, M Carter, E 
Burton. Standards I and II—Boys : First class C—F Douglas, J Twist, R Twist, W Green, W 
Churnside, H Osborne, H Young, E Hamm ; second class C —T Mason W Chatfield, H 
Bennett, H Crespin, W Daniels, H Bishop. Girls : First class C—E Mallowes, S Hyton, M 
McLean, M Elliott, H Armstrong, J McLean, M Elliott, M Bishop, M Atkins; second class C—
S Kraft, A Brace, E Edwards, A Birch. 
 

1891	
1891 690 Clyde Quay Grundy William T   Head Master     £345.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Erskine Albert   Assistant Male   £150.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth   Assistant Female   £110.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Stuckey Frank A   Assistant Male   £100.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Booth Frances E   Assistant Female   £75.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Davies Emma   Assistant Female   £60.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Ramsay Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Cutting Griffen M   Male Pupil teacher   £45.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Mowatt Elizabeth D   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Lockie Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Hudson Priscilla   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Scott Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Hutchens Julia   Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Lewis Eleanor   Female Pupil Teacher   £30.00  
1891 60 Clyde Quay Zohrab Ravenna   Female Pupil Teacher   £30.00  
1891 690 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £15.00  

Frank A Stuckey [AKA F Albert, Frank A, Frederick G A and FGA] had a long career with 
Wellington Education Board all as a qualified teacher: 1890 Levin sole charge. 1891-1892 
Clyde Quay 1893 1899 Kaitara [Later Morrison Bush East of Greytown]Headmaster/ 1900-
1911 Headmaster Island Bay.  
Elizabeth Ramsay was a pupil teacher 1886 to 1889 Thorndon, 1890 Newtown 1891-1895 
Clyde Quay and 1896 to 1898 at Vogeltown  as an assistant and 1899 at Brooklyn (resigned 
March 1900) 



 
 

 
 

Elizabeth D Mowatt only taught 1891 and 1892 at Clyde Quay 
Eleanor Lewis  was always a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board 1889 to 1890 
at Newtown and 1891 to 1896 at Clyde Quay  
Ravenna Zohrab taught at Mt Cook Infants in 1890 and 1891 to 1897 at Clyde Quay as a 
Pupil Teacher and in her final year in 1898 at Clyde Quay as an assistant 
1899/4857 Ravenna Francis Maria Zohrab Philip George Hutchinson 
29th January 1891 Ethel Meek, of the Clyde Quay School, who was highest on the list of 
successful candidates for the scholarships offered by the Board of Education and the College 
Governors, has elected to take up a scholarship valued at £15 per annum for two years, given 
by the former body, in preference to a Governors' scholarship entitling her to free tuition at the 
Girls' High Sohool until she reaches the age of 16. 
13th February 1891 Pupil Teacher Examination passes Fourth Year Alice Robinson Clyde 
quay: Eliza Scott Clyde quay: Third Year Julia Hutchens Clyde quay First Year John Kershaw 
Clyde Quay. Alice Ryder Clyde quay  
6th March 1891 The Wellington Education Board inspector’s report included Clyde Quay 717 
presented 456 passes Discipline and Order Very Good: Manners Good [ 2nd to highest roll 
number only Newtown had more pupils] [All children were tested but only those in the 
Standard Classes were promoted by the Inspector.] 
7th March 1891 Mr A. D. Riley, art instructor to the Education Board, will commence his 
examinations of the various city schools in drawing next week. He will inspect the Clyde quay 
School on the 12th 
13th March 1891 Miss Evans, who was for some time connected with the Kindergarten Sohool 
at South Kensington, has been engaged by the Board of Education to visit several of the schools 
in the city and suburbs, and give the infant classes the benefit of her experience. Miss Evans 
has already visited the Terrace, Newtown, and Te Aro Schools, and was engaged to-day at the 
Kaiwarra School. She will be at 'Thorndon on the 16th and 17th at the Hutt on the 18th and 
19th, at the 'Taita on the 20th, at Johnsonville on the 23rd and 24th, at Petone on the 25th, and 
at the Upper Hutt on the 25th. The engagement terminates at the end of the present month. Miss 
Evans is a sister-in-law of Mr. Grundy, headmaster at the Clyde  quay Sohool. 
28th April 1891  CLYDE QUAY. The annual meeting for the election of a Committee for the 
coming year was held in the Schoolroom, Clyde quay, last night. Mr Willeston, Chairman or 
the retiring Committee, was voted to the chair. There were about 50 present. The report and 
balance-sheet for the past year was read and adopted. The balance sheet showed [Note L was 
used by typesetters if the £ was not available] Receipts—Balance in hand, 5 15s 3d; received 
from Education Board, LB2; total, L87 l5s 3d, Expenditure—Cleaning schools, L54 19s ; fuel, 
L 4 8s 2d; repairs, Ll 4 6s 7d ; books, furniture, &c., Ll2 5s Id ; advertising, 16s; balance in 
hand, LI 0s 5d; total, L87 15s 3d. The Chairman complimented the teacher Mr Grundy, on the 
successful results of the examination and the splendid way in which the school had been 
conducted. The provisions of the new Act regarding the nomination of members of committee 
was blamed for the small attendance at the meeting, which had in a measure shorn the 
proceedings of the interest that is usually attached to these elections. The following gentlemen 
were nominated as a committee for the ensuing year, and after the ballot was taken the first 
seven declared elected. The following is the result of the ballot: —Alex. Veitch, 5 9 ; O. E. 



 
 

 
 

Willeston, 48; J. C. Swallow, 43; E. Hurleston, 42; H. J. White, 39; Geo. Tattle, 38; D. 
Robertson, 34 ; O. H. Chatwin, 33 ; J. H. Hutchins, 17. Messrs Swallow, Veitch, White and 
Willeston were members of the old Committee. A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated 
the proceedings. The new Committee held their first meeting immediately afterwards, and 
elected Mr Willeston chairman, and Mr Swallow secretary.  
30th April 1891 Leave of absence was granted to Mr E. Samuel, assistant master at Clyde 
quay, on the ground of ill health, three months’ full pay being allowed him in consideration of 
his long and valuable services. 
8th May 1891 An examination of candidates for pupil teacherships was held at the Education 
Board Office on Saturday morning. The following members of the Pupil Teachers 
Appointments Committee were present: Messrs Lee and Fleming (Inspectors), 
Macmorran(Terrace), Hardy (Mount Cook), Hulks (Newtown), Horne (Petone), Mowbray 
(Thorndon), Barry (Hutt), Grundy (Clyde Quay), and J. Young. There were twenty two 
candidates, and as a result of the examination, the following were placed upon the list from 
which appointments will be made ; —Misses Ada Cook, C. Gaudin, Emily R. Broome, Marion 
Wilson, Anna Parsons, Jessie Fitchett, Florence Bird, Clara Liez, Isabella Merlet, Ethel 
Townsend, and Florence Hutchings. 
29th May 1891 Wellington Education Board: Mr E. Samuel, Clyde quay, wrote thanking the 
Board for granting him leave of absence 
29th July 1891 At a meeting of the Clyde quay School Committee held last night a deputation 
was appointed to wait upon the Board of Education and direct its attention to the serious 
inconvenience resulting from the want of supernumerary teachers to take the place of teachers 
absent on sink leave. We understand that this school has lately suffered very severely indeed 
from the continued absence of its teachers, having only had its full complement on two days 
during the last three months. 
18th December 1891 Wellington Education Board: T Board declined to accede to the request 
of the Clyde quay School Committee to grant a bonus to Mr Erskine, who has been doing 
temporary duty as a teacher at the school for some months. With regard to the appointment of 
a first assistant at the school, it was decided that as soon as the present assistant resigns 
applications should be invited for the position by advertisement.  
24th December 1891 CLYDE QUAY. This prizes at this school were distributed yesterday as 
follows :—Standard VII—First class certificate—A J Kellow, Standard VI First class 
certificates J Townsend, Second class—A Brace, M McLeod, M Tonks, B Rees. 0 Burton, A 
Wills. Standard Y—First class certificates —D McNeil, VV Young, W Read, G Peck, J Elliott. 
Second class—B Gauntlelt, M Bennett, R Elliott, C Cathie. W Robertson, A Peck, F Coops l- 
, E Redstone, A Hutohings . Standard IV—First class certificates—C Best, P Goldfinch, 6 
Hatchings, W Kellow, R Waters, T White, A McDonald, M Mitchell, V Rees, E Steele, C 
Taylor, I McCarrison, J Griffin. Second class —H Bennett, H Crespin. D Douglas, O Gibson, 
A Hunter, J Johnston, A Mason, F Tattle, F Wilson, M Dixon, D Gaudin, A E Mitchell, M 
Sinclair. D Tonka, L Reid, E Graves, Standard III—First class  certificates—J McClure, F 
Douglas, E Hamm, H Osborne, C Leggett, VV Andrews, E McCarrison, M Scott, E Luke, I 
Hewitt, M Atkins, E Sinclair, B  Ahradsen, M Marshall, L McClure. Second class R. Carter, 
W Chatfield, H Kirkus, H Young, C Weston, H Plimmer, E Stuffier, D Russell, R Stewart, L 
Langdon, A. Luman, F Morrell, J Mitchell, M Lauchlin, Edith Wilton, Ethel Wilton. Standard 



 
 

 
 

II. First class certificates J Hewitt, S Hylton, K Hollands, A Cathie, M McLean. E Mallows, R 
Peck, M Moore, E Taylor. Second class -A Murdoch, K McLeay, B Andrews, F Davis, W 
Daniels, H Luke, J Sees, F Read, F Marshall, J Twist, M Moran, M Poute, E Stewart, M Wood, 
O Wills, A Birch, M Grundy, S Kraft. Standard I. -Second class certificates—L Waters, H 
Langdon, H Coad, F Tattle, F Gibbs, F Duncan, C Gibson, L Mount* Stephen, B Gee, S. Scott, 
M Harrison, The younger children, prior to their dismissal, received from the members of the 
School Committee liberal shares of sweetmeats and toys. 

1892	 	
1892 714 Clyde Quay Grundy William T    Head Master   £345.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Gifford James    Assistant Male   £220.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth    Assistant Female   £110.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Beaglehole Edward    Assistant Male   £100.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Stuckey Frederick G A    Assistant Male   £100.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Davies Emma    Assistant Female   £75.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Feist Adolf    Assistant Master   £70.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Hudson Priscilla    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Mowatt Elizabeth D    Female Pupil Teacher   £ 50.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Ramsay Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Cutting Griffen M    Male Pupil teacher   £45.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Hutchens Julia    Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Lewis Eleanor    Female Pupil Teacher   £35.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Parker Eunice    Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  
1892 714 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  

James Gifford Started for the Wellington Education Board in 1890 and 1891 at Masterton. In 
1892 to 1894 at Clyde Quay  
31 January 1895  Wellington Education Board: It was decided to grant' Mr James Gifford, first 
assistant Clyde quay school, nine months’" leave of absence without salary.  
30th March 1895 Yesterday the teaching staff of the Clyde quay School presented Mr. James 
Gifford, first assistant master, who is going to England for the benefit of his health, with a 
travelling-case and attendant requisites. The members of his class, past and present, have 
also given him a photographic group of themselves. Mr. Gifford has received nine months' 
leave of absence^ from his duties, and Six. McPhair has been appointed to fill the vacancy 
Edward Beaglehole started his career for the Wellington Education Board in 1889 as  a pupil 
teacher to 1891. 1892 to 1898 he was an assistant  ay Clyde Quay. He then was head of 
Dreyerton  14 kilometres North East of Masterton on the railway line. In 1902 and 1903 he was 
at Thorndon School and in 1914 he was a substitute teacher with a MA at Petone DHS. In 1916 
he was director of Education in Samoa and later was an Inspector for Auckland Wellington 
Education Board  
Adolf [aka Adolphus and Adolph] Feist 1883-1891 Pupil Teacher at Fernridge [Jest west of 
Masterton] 1892 Clyde Quay as assistant master. 1893-1895 Sole teacher at Wainuiomata. 
1896 Relieving at Levin. 1896-1897 at Training College. 1898 Reikiorangi as sole teacher. 
1899- 1908 Headmaster of Ohau between Levin and Otaki. 



 
 

 
 

Eunice Parker Only taught for the Wellington Education Board as a pupil teacher. 1890 Mt 
Cook Infants’. 1891 Thorndon Infants’. 1892/1893 Clyde Quay  
2nd January 1892 The Educational Institute opens its annual session at Christchurch on 
Tuesday next. The Wellington delegates are Messrs Ford (Wadestown), Pilkington (Porirua), 
and Flux (Greytown). Mr Grundy (Clyde quay school) also attends as treasurer. 
12th January 1892 Wellington Education Board: First Assistant Master, Clyde quay; salary. 
£220. 
27th January 1892  The College Governors’ scholarships fall to Albert Kellow, of Clyde quay 
School, and bred Renner, of Mount Cook Boys' School.  
10th February 1892 Mr James Gifford, second assistant master of Masterton Sohool has been 
appointed first at the Clyde Quay School.  
25th February 1892 Wellington Education Board: he resignations of Mr A. Cuthbert, first 
assistant of the Terrace School, and that of Mr F. E. Booth, fourth assistant at Clyde quay 
School, were accepted.  
10th March 1892 Wellington Education Board: Assistant teacher Clyde Quay School Salary  
 £75 
16th March 1892. Inspectors report to Wellington Education Board included: Clyde quay is 
distinguished by excellent discipline and all round management, by the uniformly sound 
character of the work, by its musical  marching, and by the almost total absence of failure in 
spelling tests. It presents an excellent arrangement of object lesson work on a scientific basis, 
good singing and recitation, 
31st March 1892 Wellington Education Board accepted the resignation of Alice Lockie pupil 
teacher Clyde Quay 
29th April 1892 Wellington Education Board: The Board appointed Messrs M. Beaglehole and 
Feist to the Clyde quay School, 
29th March 1892 The  annual meeting of householders in the Clyde Quay district was attended 
by 25 persons. Mr C. E. Willeston presided. The Secretary (Mr Swallow) submitted the report 
and balance sheet. According to the report the year opened with the names of 798 children 
upon the roll, and the number at present on the books was 804. The average attendance had 
been 706, or a percentage of about 88 of the roll number. In view of the fact that the infant 
department numbered 300 children, whoso attendance was considerably affected by wet and 
cold weather, this result was regarded as highly satisfactory. During the year the school had 
lost the services of Mr Samuels, first assistant (through illness), Mr Erskine second assistant 
(through promotion to the Terrace School), and Misses Booth, Lookers and Ferguson, all of 
whom were thoroughly experienced and successful class teachers. The school library, which 
was established at the commencement of last year, now comprised 350 volumes, to which 
would have to be added 56 volumes just purchased. The school passed the last annual 
examination most successfully, very few children failing to pass the respective standards, and 
the Inspector's report was highly complementary. Two Education Board scholarships were 
taken by pupils of the school in December last—one by Mary P. Player and the other by Albert 
J. Kellow—while Ivie S. Gibson, an old pupil of the school, had won the Levin scholarship at 
the Wellington College. A large portion of the girls’ playground had been asphalted, also the 
shelter shed and coal shed, while the rough surface on the boys’ side had been levelled off and 
the shelter shed site levelled up and asphalted. The ground attached to 'the infant school had 



 
 

 
 

likewise been turned up and all the drains cleared so as to prevent sickness. The Education 
Board had put up spouting and down pipes to the shelter sheds. Thanks were expressed to the 
donors of lollies and toys for the infants at Christmas time, and especially to Mr Macky. In 
conclusion it was stated that Mr Grundy (headmaster) and his staff deserved great praise for 
the able and successful manner in which they had brought the school through i a last 
examination. The balance sheet showed the receipts to have been £101 3s 7d, and the 
expenditure £IOO 6s 7d, leaving a balance of 17s in hand. On the motion of Mr Elliott, 
seconded by Mr Luke, the report and balance sheet were adopted. A vote of thanks was passed 
to the Committee for the manner in which they had carried out their duties, Mr Willeston duly 
replied. Mr Luke then took the chair, and the election of the committee- was then proceeded 
with. The ballot resulted as follows C. Luke, 26 ;R. Robertson, 24; G. Hurlstone, 24; 0. E. 
Willeston, 23; J. Swallow, 23 ; A. Veitch, 23; G. Irons, 20 ; G. Tattle, 19; and H. J. White, 17. 
Mr C. E. Willeston was re-elected chairman and Mr Swallow secretary. The Committee will 
In future hold their meetings on the 3rd Friday in the month. A vote of thanks was passed to 
Mr Grundy and his staff on the motion of Mr Elliott,  
28th May 1892 In a long article on the poor sanitation of Wellington Central City included: 
With regard to the public schools, I certainly think some alteration in the closet system 
necessary. If there is anything in the theory that typhoid is propagated by excreta, then the 
exposure of excreta from say 800 children (as is the case at the Clyde - quay school) must be, 
to say the least, unsafe. The arrangement . which I described in my report on the To Aro 
schools, consists of a long open trough, with a cistern or tank attached, by means of which the 
contents of the trough are flushed about once per day, but in the meantime there are scores of 
children going in and out, breathing air which is certainly anything but pure. The urinals are 
generally in the same building, and are, in consequence of the absence of a proper water supply, 
extremely offensive both to sight and smell. I have spoken on this matter to teachers and 
members of school committees, and they say that, although they fully realise the defect, the 
funds at their disposal are not sufficient to obtain the necessary water supply. 
23rd June 1892 MEETING OF PARENTS. An interesting and well-attended meeting of the 
parents and friends of the children belonging to the Clyde Quay School was held in the 
schoolroom on Friday evening, for the purpose of discussing the advisability of organising an 
exhibition of pupils’ work, to be held in December. Mr Veitch, who occupied the chair, gave a 
general statement of the purposes of the meeting, and said that the teaching staff had already 
been consulted, and had unanimously declared their willingness to cooperate with the School 
Committee, adding that he did not doubt that if the active furtherance of the parents could only 
be secured, the matter would be carried to a highly successful issue. A more detailed statement 
was then given by Mr Swallow, secretary of the School Committee, who represented that it 
was highly desirable lo raise a fund (1) for the provision of scientific and other apparatus for 
the school, (2) for additions to the school library, and (3) for the improvement of the 
playground, which was in some places in a positively dangerous condition ; that the committee 
therefore asked the parents to aid them by providing the children with the raw material 
necessary for any work suited to their age,, taste and sex such as plain sewing, fancy work, iron 
work, cabinet work, carpentry, modelling, rearing of pot plants, &c., and suggested that for the 
further encouragement of the young people, prizes should be given for the best work in each 
department ; that the children's productions should be presented to the School Committee, and 



 
 

 
 

offered for sale at an exhibition to be held in December, a charge being made for admission. 
Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the school, said that he wished to corroborate Mr Veitch’s 
assurance of the co-operation of the staff, and to express his own hearty approval of the 
Committee’s scheme. He did so because he believed not only, that the ultimate aims of the 
Committee were good, but that the means by which they sought to realise those aims—means 
which would tend to encourage the development of technical skill in the rising generation —
were in themselves excellent, as regarded the state of the playground, he had once helped to 
convey to the Hospital a little fellow whose kneecap had been knocked off by a fall on the 
rough, rocky ground, and who had to be kept there for seven  weeks ; but that anyone looking 
at the ground would be surprised, not that such things occurred, but that they did not occur 
much oftener. It was then moved by Mr White, seconded by one £ the ladies, “That this meeting 
is in favour of the holding of an exhibition of children’s work for the purpose of raising funds 
for school purposes.” The motion was carried unanimously'. Committees were then appointed 
for the management of the various departments : —Plain sewing, fancy work, iron work, 
modelling, carpentry, growing of pot flowers, school work, and for the reception of gifts for, 
and sale of refreshments at, the exhibition. Judging from the heartiness with which nearly 
everyone present, particularly the ladies, undertook to practically further the scheme, the 
undertaking gives every promise of success. The School Committee invite suggestions by letter 
from anyone who, though unable to be present at the meeting, are interested either in Clyde 
Quay School specially, or in the rising generation generally. 
26th October 1892 Wellington Education Board: The dates fixed for the examination of the 
scholars at the City schools are as follow Clyde quay, 31st October; 
11th November 1892 We append-the names and numbers of marks obtained by the successful 
candidates in the competition for the various scholarships offered by the Wellington Board of 
Education this year, the return having been completed on Saturday last. CITY SCHOOLS. (Ten 
scholarships of £15 each for two years.) Maximum number of marks, 750. Subjects : Reading, 
writing, English, arithmetic, science, history and geography. Harold Lewis, Newtown, 552; 
May Tonks, Clyde quay, 541 ; Jane Townshend, Clyde quay. 527 ; 
2nd December 1892 Wellington Education Board: The Clyde quay Committee applied that the 
gas should be laid on to the large room, the estimated cost being £7 6s, to enable them to have 
entertainments, &C for the school The application was granted. 
12th December 1892 The Clyde Quay State School broke up for the Christmas holidays at the 
end of. Last week. 
12th December 1892 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION and SALE OF 
WORK will be Opened by J. R. Blair, Esq., Chairman of the Wellington Education Board, at 
half-past 2 TOMORROW, and continued for three days, closing between 5 and 7 and at 10 
'clock each evening. Admission free up to 5 p.m. On Tuesday and Wednesday Evenings, in 
connection with the above, a Juvenile Concert and Entertainment, comprising Calisthenics, 
Musical, Vocal, and Dramatic Renderings, will be given by the Scholars. Concert-room will 
be opened at half-past 7 ; to commence at 8. Admission, Is. Pianoforte supplied by Messrs. 
Hoffmann and Sons. On Thursday Evening one of the grandest Concerts and Entertainments 
of the season will be held. See programme Wednesday evening's issue.  
14th December 1892 An. exhibition of work done by pupils attending the Clyde quay State 
School was opened in the school building yesterday afternoon. There was a large attendance 



 
 

 
 

of parents and friends of the pupils, a large number of the latter being also present. The chair 
was occupied by Mr J. R. Blair (chairman of the Board of Education), who was supported by 
the Rev J. Paterson, Mr F. H. Fraser, and Messrs G. E. Willeston, White, Veitch, Hurlston, 
Robinson, Luke, Tattle, Irons and Swallow (secretary) of the Clyde quay Sohool Committee. 
The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, said he understood the articles on exhibition were 
for the most part the result of the labours of the boys and girls attending the school. The 
residents in that locality had previously- responded liberally to appeals for help, and he had 
been asked to state that the funds they had provided had been expended in improving the 
grounds, In adding to the library, and in otherwise adding to the apparatus of the school. Tba 
proceeds which would be derived from the present exhibition would be devoted to similar 
purposes. He-had much pleasure in being present on that occasion, more especially because of 
its bearing upon their general educational position. A system such as theirs had many 
enemies—some amongst themselves, and some amongst what were balled sectarians —
sufficient to make it of importance that people deriving benefit from their system should, as 
they had done, come forward and support it. One of the complaints that had been made: 
habitually against their educational system was that a free system of education—which by the 
bye, was a misnomer, as the money required to carry it on came out of the people's pockets 
would destroy all interest in education on the part of the parents, That objection was' entirely 
unfounded on fact, and any. gathering of this sort, which showed the interest the people 
themselves took in the system, was of very greet value from that point of view. He was glad to 
think that- the people of New Zealand did take an interest in and realised the value of the 
system. He was satisfied, it was. the only, true basis upon which’ a 1 prosperous people could 
expect to exist,' and he hoped the people of Wellington would realise its value and do their best 
to preserve it They were taunted with being Godless, and all sorts of dubious, but they had only 
to look to the returns of crime to see that the children of the State schools were absolutely free 
from crime. .He was satisfied, that if New Zealand  was to continue in a prosperous condition 
they would have-to carefully guard and conserve their educational privileges, as any attempt 
to set up sectarian education would destroy their educational system, and would be the 
beginning of the end of their liberties. (Applause.) Mr Swallow, secretary to the Clyde quay 
School Committee, then read the list of prizes awarded to the boys and girls who. had sent in 
articles for exhibition. ; It was as follows ; Girls judges : Mesdames Patterson, Hall and 
Kirkcaldie). —First Standard—Plain sewing, Millie Ford ; fancy work, Winnie Claydon, Ellen 
Carter and Elsie May.- Second Standard Plain sewing, Edith Cooper and Emily Dixon ; fancy 
work, Anine Pedersen, Alice Henderson. Third Standard —Plain sewing, Lily Harleston, 
Maggie Coates; fancy work, Mary Wilson, Nettie Smith. Fourth Standard — : Plain sewing, 
Edith, Luke, May Atkins ; fancy work,-Constance Carter, Emma Gidall ; best dressed' doll, 
Edith Luke. Fifth Standard—Plain sewing, Carrie Taylor, Bella Cable; fancy work, Mary 
Langdon, Myra Zohrab; best dressed doll, Ada Greenwood. . Sixth and Seventh Standards—
Plain sewing, Ada Lockie; fancy work (special prize), Kate Barry, Effie Page and Mary 
McLeod a tie, May Tonks and Ada Birch ; beet dressed doll, Eva Barton. Cookery (judges: 
Mrs Hewitt, Miss Cook. Miss Hutson). —Cakes, Jessie Townsend, Mabel Jones ; jam sponge, 
Lily McClean, Clara Zohrab; scones, Maggie Mitchell; marmalade, Agnes Mitchell ; . jellies, 
Agnes Mitchell, Jessie Townsend ; jams, - Jessie Townsend; cocoanut jumbles, Jessie 
Townsend, Connie Knowles. Boys (judges : Messrs McLeod and Bead). —Second Standard—



 
 

 
 

Harold Kinniburgh, Vernon Wylie. Third Standard Alfred Murdoch, F, Nicholls, G; Wale. 
Fourth Standard Woodwork, J. Dixon, W. Winter; G. Townsend; another class, Duncan 
Hassell, H. Herbert ; special prize lor pencil drawing, F. Easing ; do for coconut work, H. 
Kinniburgh. Fifth Standard—Woodwork, E. Player, H. Walker, E. Tattle ; special for picture 
drawing, A. Cooper; engine, P. McClure; special for miscellaneous, A. Nicholls; do for fancy 
work, E. Waters. Sixth Standard Woodwork, Hutchings, and another not known; frames, not 
known and A. Peck; easels, W. Cable; netting, highly commended, W. Head Burrows, W. 
Robertson. Bouquets—(judges : Mrs McLean, Miss Cook and Miss Mitchell)— First 
Standard—Mary Lee, Lily Crichton. Second Standard Barbara Lee, Annie Honour. Third 
Standard —Bridal bouquet, Janet Wilkinson, Willie Wilkinson. Fourth Standard—Louie Muir, 
Elsie Ashbolt. Fifth Standard Arthur Cooper, Lena Whit-, combe. _ Sixth Standard Bridal 
bouquet, John Wilkinson, Clara Zohrab. Sixth Standard—Hand bouquet, John Wilkinson, Effie 
Page. Infant School —Bouquets (Judges: Mrs McLean, Miss Cook, Miss Mitchell). —Mary 
Wilkinson, 1 Alfred Powley ; table bouquet, John Wilkinson, Anine Pedersen ; buttonhole, 
Jessie Wallace; Edith Neale. The Chairman then declared the exhibition open, and after soma 
remarkably good stinging by the children, those present went and examined the exhibits. 
Besides the work of. the children, many kind friends had tent articles (or exhibition only, which 
had the effect of transforming the room into a veritable miniature museum. The work done by 
the children deserves the highest praise, and (boss ladies who took upon themselves the arduous 
task of judging wore unanimous in speaking in the most commendatory terms of the exhibits 
as a whole. A great portion of it bad been done under the eyes of the teachers, while the 
bouquets had. been made op that morning in the school building, so that tbs youngsters had 
had not the slightest help from parents or friends in arranging the flowers. The result ; was 
exceedingly satisfactory, and reflected; the highest credit on the taste of the children. The 
cookery was also good. The boys had not exhibited to so great an extent as the girls, but this 
fact is greatly duo to the difficulty under which most of them laboured in obtaining the 
necessary tools. However, what they did send in was really good, and io many instances the 
exhibitors bad shown a degree of ingenuity which would almost do credit to an Edison. A very 
interesting feature was the work of the Kindergarten portion ot the school, which afforded a 
practical Illustration of the value of this system of training the young In regard to form and 
colour. 
The exhibition was well patronised in the evening, the accommodation provided being severely 
taxed. The proceedings were enlivened by some very good singing 1 and calisthenics by the 
children, this part of the programme being under the supervision of Miss Davis, Miss Hutchen, 
Mr Grundy (headmaster); and Mr H. J. White. A brisk trade was done at the various stalls, 
which were presided over by the following : —Flower stall, Mesdames  Dee and Ford ; plain 
sewing, Mrs Taylor and Miss Lockie ; fancy stall, Mrs Clayden. Messrs Robertson, C. Lockie, 
McLeod, L. McLean, Lewis and Rider ; Kindergarten, Mister  McGowan, Zohrab, Scott and . 
Parker; fancy well. Misses Effie Page: and Lena Whitcomb ; Punch and Judy, Mr H. Denton 
and Mr P. Denton ; talking head, Mr Dent; book stall, Mr J. 0. Swallow ; refreshment stall, 
Mesdames Callow, Goodwin and Hewett, Misses Hudson and Goodwin; Messrs McClean, 
Robertson and Beaglehole. The exhibition continues throughout today . and. to-morrow, and 
is well worth a visit, : 



 
 

 
 

15th December 1892 In connection with the sale of work at the Clyde quay School a concert 
and miscellaneous entertainment. will be held to-night. The full programme is advertised 
elsewhere, and a perusal of it will show that the items -have been well selected, and as, such 
favourites as Mesdames Parsons and. Webb, Misses Myers, Hudson and Parsons and Messrs 
F. W. Haybittle, A. S. Paterson, R. B. Williams, E. J Hill, G. Parsons, W Tattle and J. Young 
will contribute, a crowded house may safely-'be anticipated 
15th December 1892  
CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. 
CONCERT AND ENTERTAINMENT, 
TO-NIGHT (Thursday), 15th DEC. 
PROGRAMME. 
1. Pianoforte Solo —(a) ‘Simple Avon (Thorn); (b) ' Valso Brilliante (Smallwood) —Master 
J. B. Rash 
2. Song—‘ The Diver (Loder)-W. Tattle 
3 Flute Solo ‘ Prima Donna Valso (Jullen) —A. Wilson ,  
4 Duet-‘The Flight of the Swallow (Kuchen)—Mrs and Miss Parsons 
5, Song—‘ Evermore’ (Pinsuti)— Mr K. B. Williams ' '   
6. Recitation—‘ Kissing Cups Race—Mr F. W. Haybittle  
7. Song—'What will you do Love (Lover)— Miss M. Myers  
8. Song ‘ Bedouin's Love Song (Pinauti) —Mr O. Parsons  
Interval of Five minutes. ~ , ~ 
9. Viola Solo— Last Rose of Summer Mr A, Barnett  
10. Song (selected)— Mr E. J. Hill  
11 Song—‘Turnham Toll’ (Milton Wellngs)—Mrs Webb 
12. Song-I Fear No Foe (l’inenti)--Mr ”, James Young  , . ' , .  
13. Song ‘Pierrot’ (Hutchison) Mrs Parsons _ .  
14. Recitation (selected) —Mr A. B. Paterson   
15 Song—‘ When the Tide Comes In (Millard)—Miss Hudson - ,y]]  
16. Song—‘This Sunny Land of Ours (Jude) -Mr W. Tattle  
 Pianists—Miss M. Myers, Mr J. Maginnity, and-Master J. B. Rush. /  
Doors open at 7 30, commence at 8 'clock, in the Infants' targe Schoolroom. . Entrance, Clyde 
quay only.  
Admission. Is ; Reserved Seats 2s, '. ””  
Tickets to be obtained at Mr Mackey's, baker. Clyde quay ; Mr Player’s Corner of Roxburgh 
street; and Mr Veitch (Veitch and Allan), Cuba street.   
The Sale of Work and Exhibition will be continued throughout the day,. In the Upper School. 
Admission free up to 5 p.m..  Reopen at 7 of clock ; admission Is. Certain items of the concert 
last night will be repeated this evening, by request. Punch and Judy, the Severed Head, .and 
Other amusements provided. Refreshment stalls Pot Plants, .Flowers, and Ferns for Sale. Being 
the last day, everything must be sold  
15th December 1892 Wellington Education Board: Mr Beaglehole was permanently appointed 
second assistant at Clyde quay School. 



 
 

 
 

16th December 1892 CLYDE -QUAY SCHOOL EXHIBITION.THE surplus of Goods on 
hand will be disposed of by auction in the Schoolroom THIS EVENING, at 8 p.m. Mr. 
Townsend has kindly consented to auction the goods. 
16th December 1892 EXHIBITION OF PUPILS'. WORK. An exhibition of work done by 
pupils attending the Clyde quay State School was opened in the school building on Tuesday 
afternoon. There was a large attendance of parents and friends of the pupils, a large number of 
the latter being also present. The chair was occupied by Mr J. R. Blair (chairman of the Board 
of Education), who was supported by the Rev J. Paterson, Mr F. H. Frazer, and Messrs C. E. 
Willeston, White, Veitch, Hurlston, Robinson, Luke, Tattle, Irons and Swallow (secretary) of 
the Clyde quay School Committee.  
The Chairman in opening the proceedings, said he understood the article’s on exhibition were 
for the most part the result of the labours of the boys and girls attending the school. The 
residents in that had previously responded liberally to appeals for help, and he had been asked 
to state  that the funds they had provided had been expended in improving the grounds, in 
adding to the library, and in otherwise adding to the apparatus of the school. The proceeds 
which would be derived from the present exhibition would be devoted to similar purposes. He 
had much pleasure in being present on that occasion, more especially because of its bearing 
upon their general educational position. A system such as theirs had many enemies—some 
amongst themselves, and some amongst what were called sectarians— sufficient to make it of 
importance that people deriving benefit from their system should, as they had done, coma 
forward and support it. One of the complaints that had been made habitually against, their 
educational system was that a free system of education—which by the bye, was a misnomer, 
as the money required to carry it on came out of the people's pockets would destroy all interest 
in education on the part of the parents. That objection was entirely unfounded on fact, and any 
gathering of this sort, which showed the interest the people themselves took in the system, was 
of very great value from that point of view. He was glad to think that the people of New Zealand 
did take an interest in and realised the value of the system. He was satisfied it was the only true 
basis  upon which a prosperous people could expect to exist, and he hoped the people of 
Wellington would realise its value and do their best to preserve it They were taunted with being 
Godless. and all sorts of things, but they had only to look to the returns of crime to see that the 
children of the State schools were absolutely free from crime. He was satisfied that if New 
Zealand was to continue in a prosperous condition they would have to carefully guard and 
conserve their educational privileges, as any attempt to set up sectarian education would 
destroy their ersucEiior.al system and would be the beginning of the end of their liberties. 
(Applause.) Mr Swallow, secretary to the Clyde quay School Committee, then read the list £ 
prizes awarded to the boys and girls who had sent in articles for exhibition. It was as follows : 
Girls (judges : Mesdames Patterson, Hall and Kirkcaldie First Standard—Pl-in sewing, Millie 
Ford; fancy work, Winnie Claydon, Eilen Carter and Elsie May. Second Standard Plain sewing, 
Edith Cooper and Emily Dixon ; fancy work, Anine Pedersen, Alice Henderson. Third Standard 
—Plain sewing, Lily Hurleston, Maggie Coates; fancy work, Mary Wilson, Nettie Smith. 
Fourth Standard Plain sewing, Edith Luke, May Atkins ; fancy work, Constance Carter, 
Emma Gidall; beat dressed doll, Edith Luke. Fifth Standard—Plain sewing, Carrie Taylor, 
Bella C*ble; fancy work, Mary Langdon, Myra Zohrab; beat dressed doll, Ada Greenwood. 



 
 

 
 

Sixth and Seventh Standards—Plain sewing, Ada Lockie; fancy work (special prize). Kate 
Bury, Effie Page and Mary McLeod a tie, May Tonks and Ada Birch ; be[Type here] 
at dressed doll, Eva Barton. Cookery (judges: Mrs Hewitt, Miss Cook. Miss Hutson).—Cakes, 
Jessie Townsend, Mabel Jones; jam sponge, Lily McClean, Clara Zohrab; scones, Maggie 
Mitchell; marmalade, Agnes Mitchell ; jellies, Agnes Mitchell, Jessie Townsend ; jams, Jessie 
Townsend;  cocoanut jumbles, Jessie Townsend, Connie Knowles. Boys (judges: Messrs 
McLeod and Read).—Second Standard—Harold Kinniburgh. Vernon Wylie. Third Standard 
Alfred Murdoch, F. Nicholls, G. Wale. Fourth Standard Woodwork, J. Dixon, W. Winter, G. 
Townsend ; another class, Duncan Russell, H. Herbert ; special prize tor pencil drawing, F. 
Rising ; do for cocoanut work, H. Kinniburgh. Fifth Standard—Woodwork, E. Player, H. 
Walker, F. Tattle ; special for picture drawing, A, Cooper; engine, F. McClure; special for 
miscellaneous, A. Nicholls ; ditto for fancy work, R. Waters. Sixth Standard Woodwork, 
Hutchings, and another not known; frames, not known and A. Peck ; easels, W. Cable; netting, 
highly commended, W. Read Burrows, W. Robertson. Bouquets—(judges : Mrs McLean, Miss 
Cook and Miss Mitchell)— First Standard-Mary Lee, Lily Crichton. Second Standard Barbara 
Lee, Annie Honour. Third Standard—Bridal bouquet, Janet Wilkinson, Willie Wilkinson. 
Fourth Standard—Louie Muir, Elsie Ashbolt. Fifth Standard Arthur Cooper, Lena Whitcombe. 
Sixth Standard Bridal bouquet, John Wilkinson, Clara Zohrab. Sixth Standard—Hand bouquet, 
John Wilkinson, Effie Page. Infant School—Bouquets (Judges: Mrs McLean, Miss Cook, Miss 
Mitchell).— Mary Wilkinson, Alfred Fowley ; table bouquet, John Wilkinson, Anine Pedersen; 
buttonhole, Jessie Wallace, Edith Neale.  
The Chairman then declared the exhibition open, and after some remarkably good singing by 
the children, those present went and examined the exhibits. Besides the work of the children, 
many kind friends had sent articles for exhibition only, which had the effect of transforming 
the room into a veritable miniature museum. The work done by the children deserves the 
highest praise, and those ladles who took upon themselves the arduous task of judging were 
unanimous in speaking in the most commendatory terms of the exhibits ai a whole. A great 
portion of It had been done under the eyes of the teachers, while the bouquets had been made 
up that morning in the school building, so that the youngsters had had not the slightest help 
from parents or friends in arranging the flowers. The result was exceedingly satisfactory and 
reflected the highest credit on the taste of the children. The cookery was also good. The boys 
had not exhibited to so great an extent as the girls, but this fact is greatly due to the difficulty 
under which most of them laboured in obtaining the necessary tools. However, what they did 
send in was really good, and in many instances the exhibitors had shown a degree of ingenuity 
which would almost do credit to an Edison. A very interesting feature was the work of the 
Kindergarten portion of the school, which afforded a practical illustration of the value of this 
system of training the young in regard to form and colour. 
The exhibition was well patronised in the evening, the accommodation provided being severely 
taxed. The proceedings were enlivened by some very good singing and calisthenics by the 
children, this  part of the programme being under the supervision of Miss Davis, Miss Hutchon, 
Mr Grundy (headmaster), and Mr H. J. White. A brisk trade was done at the various stalls, 
which were presided over by the following : —Flower stall, Mesdames Geo and Ford; plain 
sewing, Mrs Taylor and Miss Lockie ; .embroidery stall, Mrs Clayden Misses Robertson , C. 
Lockie, McLeod, L. McLean , Lewis and Rider ; Kindergarten, Misses McGowan, Zohrab, 



 
 

 
 

Scott and Parker; fancy well, Misses Effie Page and Lena Whitcombe; Punch and Judy, Mr R. 
Denton and Mr P. Denton ; talking head, Mr Dent; book stall, Mr J. C. Swallow; refreshment 
stall, Mesdames Callow, Goodwin and Hewitt, Misses Hudson and Goodwin, Messrs McClean, 
Robertson and Beagle*hole. 
16th December 1892 A concert was given in the Clyde Quay, School last, night, when, an 
excellent programme was presented to a large and appreciative audience. The following ladies 
and gentlemen contributed Myers, song, ‘What will You Do, Love’.': 'Miss Hudson, song, ‘ 
When the Tide Comes in Mrs Webb, song, ‘ Turnham Toll Mrs and Miss Parsons, duet, The 
Flight of the Swallow’; -Master J. B. Rash, pianoforte solo ; Mr W. Tattle, sou.', 1 The Diver*; 
(Mr G. Parsons; song, ' Bedouin’s Love Song'; Mr Burnett, violin solo ; Mr B. J., Hill, song; 
Mr J. Young, song, ‘ Fear No Foes/. Messrs F.VV. Haybittle and A. S.‘ Paterson gave 
recitations, both of which were encored. During the evening the pupils also gave an 
entertainment in the upper school under the direction of Misses Davis and Hutchens. A large 
number of persons visited the rooms where' the work of the pupils v/ss exhibited. The 
entertainments in both places were very successful and reflected much credit on those who had 
undertaken their promotion,  
15th December 1892 Mr Beaglehole was permanently appointed second assistant 
at Clyde quay School. 
16th December 1892 
23rd December 1892 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL EXHIBITION. TIHE Balance-sheet in 
connection with  the above will be read on Friday (Evening, 23rd inst., at 8 p.m., after which 
the prizes will be distributed by Jno. Duthie Esq. Jno C Swallow Hon Sec. 
24th December 1892 The distribution of prizes in connection with the recent industrial 
exhibition and sale of work at the Clyde Quay School, took place in the infant school last night 
There was a large attendance of the pupils, their parents and friends. Mr C. E W. Willeston 
(chairman of the School Committee) presided, and the following other members of the 
committee were  also present ;—Messrs Swallow, Veitch, Robertson, Tattle, White, Luke and 
Hurlston. Mr J. Duthie, M. H. R., was also present. Mr Swallow, on behalf of the committee, 
having returned thanks to all who had assisted in the exhibition, and Mr J. Wilkinson, who had 
presented a quantity of flowers, read the balance sheet, which showed that the receipts 
amounted to [L=£ sign] L156 16s 10d which sum, with the - exception -of L3O 17s given by 
parents and .friends, was received at the stalls. There was a sum of L 94 2s 7d in the bank, and 
L1 18s 9d in hand, making a total of. L 96 Is 4d In addition there were a number of tickets not 
yet in which would produce about L 3, so that they would owe close upon L1OO’ as the result 
of' the exhibition. (Applause.) [100 pounds in December 1892 is inflation adjusted to $2100.64 
in September 2021] He moved the adoption of the balance-sheet,. which was seconded by the 
headmaster (Mr W. T.- Grundy), who expressed bis gratification at the manner in which the. 
idea had been .taken, up from the. first. 'The fact that LIOO bad been collected showed that a 
great amount of interest was taken in the school. The children were to be commended for the 
hearty way they had thrown themselves into the matter, especially the girls. The parents too 
were entitled to great credit, for the whole of the work bad been under their direction. The 
adoption of the report was agreed to. Mr Duthie said he had always taken a great interest in the 
school since he had presided at the first presentation of prizes in connection with it; and he 
thought the parents had every reason to be satisfied with the progress the school had made. The 



 
 

 
 

school had started well, and the examinations proved that it was in the front rank, It was very 
encouraging indeed to find so much interest taken in the school by the residents. He concluded 
by saying that he would be pleased to give a few pounds to bring the total up to L1OO. (Loud 
applause.) ; Mr Duthie then presented the prizes, a list of which has already been published,: 
Hearty cheers were given for Mr Duthie, and Mr Grundy and the teaching staff, and the 
proceedings terminated. 

1893	
1893 635 Clyde Quay Grundy William T   Head Master   £345.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Gifford James   Assistant Male   £20.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Beaglehole Edward   Assiistant Male   £150.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth   Assistant Female   £110.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Davies Emma   Assistant Female   £90.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Whitehorn Harry S   Assistant Male   £ 80.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Hutchens Emmeline   Assistant Female   £70.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Ramsay Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Zohrab Ravenna   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Scott Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Lewis Eleanor   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Mead John   Male Pupil teacher   £30.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Parker Eunice   Female Pupil Teacher   £30.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Parsons Anna   Female Pupil Teacher   £30.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Townsend Ethel   Female Pupil Teacher   £30.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  
1893 635 Clyde Quay Banks Annie   Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  

Harry S Whitehorn was a pupil teacher at Otaki in 1887 to 1892. From 1893 to 1896 he was 
an assistant at Clyde Quay. And didn’t teach again for the Wellington Education Board, 
Resigned in December 1896 A Wellingtonian with the Queenslanders 
19th June 1900 Mr. H. S. Whitehorn, formerly one of the masters of .Clyde-quay. School, and 
now- at the front with one of the Queensland Contingents, took part in the expedition to the 
relief of Kimberley and the subsequent invasion of the Free State, and presumably, also, in 
the -more recent advance to Pretoria 
Emmeline Hutchens had a long career with Wellington Education Board: 1885 as Emma and 
1886 as Emily at Mt Cook Infants’ 1887 at Courtenay Place. 1888-1892 still a pupil teacher at 
Mt Cook Girls’ 1893 to 1896 still a female pupil teacher at Clyde Quay. 1897 to 1899 at 
Dreyer’s Rock as sole teacher North East of Masterton. From 1889 always known as 
Emmeline. From 1900 to 1915 Nireaha between Eketahuna and Pahiatua as head teacher in a 
2 teacher school 
John J Mead. 1892 was a pupil teacher at Eketahuna. Then 1893 to to 1897 at Clyde Quay as 
a pupil teacher still In 1898 to 1900 was at Petone as an assistant and 1901 to 1903 was 
headmaster of Rangitumau just North East of Masterton. Didn’t teach again for the Wellington 
Education Board. 
Anna Parsons was always a pupil teacher 1891 and 1892 at Te Aro Infants’ and 1893 to 1895 
at Clyde Quay 



 
 

 
 

1897/3933 Anna Katherine Parsons Benjamin Marcus Wilson 
Ethel Townsend was a pupil teacher 1891 and 1892 Mt Cook Infants’ and 1893 to 1895 Clyde 
Quay, Then was sole charge teacher at Horokiwi 1896, Kahautara 1898 and South Featherston 
1899 to 1901 
Annie Banks had a long career with the Wellington Education Board 1893-1894 Clyde Quay 
as a pupil teacher. 1895 Sole teacher at Pencarrow lighthouse school. 1897 to 1902 as an 
assistant at Worser Bay. 1903-1905 and 197 Sole teacher at Reikiorangi. 1908 to 1910 Mt Cook 
Girls’. 1911-1912 Sole Teacher at Mungaroa and finally for the Wellington Education Board 
as Head Female at Te Marua school just North of Upper Hutt 1913 to 1917 at least. 
1918/172 Annie Louisa Banks Thomas James Stanley 
26th January 1893 A deputation from the Clyde quay School Committee waited upon the 
Education Board yesterday morning  and asked if the board would contribute a pound for every 
pound voted by the householders toward the cost of improving the playground at the school. 
The board decided that a committee consisting of the chairman, Dr Newman, and Mr W._ A. 
Fitzherbert, should be appointed to consider the matter and report at next meeting. 
26th January 1893 Resignations accepted: Miss Julia Hutchens (Clyde-quay School) an G M 
Cutting (Clyde Quay School 
10th February 1893 Pupil Teacher Examination Passes: Fourth Year Eunice Parker  (Clyde 
Quay). Third Year Alice Ryder (Clyde Quay) 
23rd February 1893 Wellington Education Board: The recommendation of the board’s 
committee with regard to the levelling of the playground at the Clyde quay School was 
adopted, and the board’s architect was instructed to call for tenders for the work, 
28th April 1893 At the Clyde Quay School last Monday the annual meeting took place for the 
purpose of receiving the committee’s report and balance-sheet for the past year, and to elect a 
fresh committee. Councillor Willeston, who has been chairman for the last three years, 
presided. The report, which was read by the secretary, Mr Swallow, stated that at the close of 
the year there were 825 names on the school roll, an increase of 22 on the previous year, the 
average attendance being 722. The headmaster, Mr Grundy, regretted having had occasion to 
refuse admission to many applicants, owing to the crowded state of the Sohool. At the annual 
drawing examination 47 children passed in freehand, 44 in geometry, 12 in scale, and 15 in 
model. Two Education Board scholarships (2nd and 3rd) were obtained at the recent 
competition by Miss May Tonks and Miss Jessie  Townsend respectively. The exhibition and 
sale of work held in December last showed a credit balance of £79 11s 4d—£20 of which has 
already been spent in books for the library. The committee for the ensuing year were then 
balloted for and resulted in the election of the following gentlemen:— Messrs Veitch, Swallow, 
C. Luke, E. Hurleston, D. Robertson, Tattle, Willeston, H. J. White and Irons. It was 
unanimously resolved that the Education Board be requested to proceed with the alterations to 
the ground according to the plan drawn. Before the meeting separated hearty votes of thanks 
were passed to Mr Swallow, secretary to the committee, for the ungrudging way in which he 
had performed the duties of the office during the past year, and to Mr Grundy and the teaching 
staff for the able and efficient manner in which the school was conducted. Both the above 
named gentlemen suitably replied. 



 
 

 
 

16th May  1893 Wellington Education Board: 4th Assistant Clyde Quay School; Salary, £80' 
5th Assistant Clyde Quay School; Salary, £70  
26th May 1893 SEPARATE Tenders for Painting the Board’s Offices, and for Excavating and 
Levelling at Clyde quay School Ground, will be received at this office up to 5 p.m. on 
TUESDAY, the 30th instant. Specifications to be seen at my office. THOMAS TURNBULL, 
Architect to the Board.  
31st May 1893  The following applications for teacherships have been received by the secretary 
of the Education Board ': —Assistants (two), Clyde quay School, 18:-assistant, Mount Cook 
Boys', 10 ; assistant, Waihenga School, 0. 
1st June 1893 Wellington Education Board: The resignation of Priscilla Hudson  (Clyde quay) 
accepted 
3rd July 1893. The following tenders have been accepted by the Education Board for the works 
named [included] Excavation and levelling of Clyde quay School ground, T. Marshall and W. 
Duff, L191 1s  A request  from Miss E. D. Mowatt, Clyde quay, for leave of absence on account 
of ill-health, was left in the hands of the chairman. ; 
7th July 1893  
3rd August 1893 The arrangements for Arbour Day, as far as can be learned, are that the State 
school children will plant trees in the following reserves Te Aro and Mount Cook Boys' 
School*, in the reserve at the top of Nairn street; Newtown School, in Newtown Park ; Clyde 
quay school, 
26th October 1893 Wellington Education Board: Drawing Examination included: Clyde quay 
examined 414 passed 281  
24th November 1893 : LOST, a Purse between Clyde quay School and Free Public Library ; 
owner’s name on purse. Finder please return to Mr Grundy, Clyde quay School 
22nd December 1893 After a short address by Mr Veitch, Chairman of the Clyde Quay School 
Committee, the children attending the schools were dismissed yesterday morning. There was 
no prize list but attendance certificates were distributed 

1894	
1894 717 Clyde Quay Grundy William T    Head Master   £360.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Gifford James    Assistant Male   £220.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Beaglehole E W    Assistant Male   £150.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth    Assistant Female   £125.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Whitehorn Harry S    Assistant Male   £100.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Davies Emma    Assistant Female   £90.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice    Assistant Female    £80.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Ramsay Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £60.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Zohrab Ravenna    Female Pupil Teacher   £60.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Hutchens Emmeline    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Lewis Eleanor    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Parsons Anna    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Townsend Ethel    Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Mead John    Male Pupil teacher   £38.00  



 
 

 
 

1894 717 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice    Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Banks Annie    Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Stanton Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £32.00  
1894 717 Clyde Quay Wetherhill Albert    Male Pupil teacher   £25.00  

Elizabeth Stanton Clyde Quay 1894 to 1898 as a pupil teacher. 1889 to 1904 Petone and 1905 
to at least 1923 at Petone DHS  
Albert Wetherhill [also spelt wetherhilt and wetherilt ] [Actually Wetherilt] only taught at 
Clyde Quay as a Pupil Teacher 1894 to 1897  
1st March 1894 Wellington Education Board: Miss Robinson was appointed assistant at 
the Clyde quay school. 
1st March 1894 Mr Crofts, who formerly had charge of the Deaf and Dumb Institute at Sumner, 
Christchurch upon the Education Board yesterday in reference ‘to the treatment of children 
with speech in the city schools. He stated that there were 13 children in the Thorndon School, 
in Te Aro and seven in Clyde quay School, whose speech was affected. His usual charge was 
from 8s to 10s per head per week for board, and  8s to 10s if a cure was effected, but he was 
prepared to make special' terms .with the Board. The Chairman (Mr J.R 'Blair) did not think 
the Board could legally deal ‘with the matter and it was decided to recommend Mr Crofts to 
lay the matter before the Education Department. 
13th April 1894 The committee of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals held 
their usual fortnightly meeting yesterday afternoon. Mr J. G. W. Aitken presided……. Mrs 
Christie reported that there was a Band of Mercy already formed at the Newtown School. On 
her suggestion it was decided to write to the headmaster of the Clyde Quay School asking him 
to form a Band of Mercy in connection with his school.  
25th April 1894  Mr. E. Samuel, late assistant master in Clyde - quay School, has been 
appointed teacher of the ex-pupil teacher class under the Board of Education, at a salary of 
.£35. The position was recently vacated by Mr. C. Watson, of the Te Aro Sohool,  
26th April 1894 Wellington Education Board: Mr E. Samuel as ex-pupil teacher instructor 
at Clyde quay, at a salary of £35, in which recommendation Inspector Lee concurred, The 
appointment was made as recommended. 
17th May 1894 EIGHTH Annual Concert will be held in Geo. Thomas and Co.’s Hall, on 
Friday Evening, the 18th May, 1894, at 8 p.m., in aid of the Clyde quay School Library. 
Admission First Seats, 2s Second Seats, Is. 
31st May 1894 Wellington Education Board: The resignation of Eunice Parker as pupil teacher 
at Clyde quay was accepted 
13th August 1894  Constable Hutton on Saturday found a number of postage stamps and 
several documents in the possession of some children attending the Clyde quay School, who 
assert that they found them buried on the foreshore in the neighbourhood of the Destructor. 
The papers belong to the Grey "Valley Coal Company, whose office was broken into on 
Thursday night 
30th August 1894 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence, for three months was 
granted to Mary Franklin, Mauriceville, and to John • Meade and Elizabeth Robinson, Clyde 
quay, for one month each.  
27th September 1894 Wellington Education Board: he committee appointed to formulate new 
regulations for the selection and appointment of pupil teachers recommended at the meeting of 



 
 

 
 

the Education Board yesterday—That the examining committee of candidates for pupil 
teacherships for the Wellington and country districts shall consist of the head teachers of the 
Newtown, Clyde quay. Mount Cook Boys’, Willis street. Terrace, Thorndon, Petone and 
Lower Hutt schools, the inspector of the district, the chairman of the Education Board, and 
Messrs F. Bradey, F. H. Fraser and J. Young, members of the Education 
Board………..Continued on 
29th November 1894 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence was granted to Miss Ellen 
Wallace, Mount Cook Girls’ School, .and Miss Ethel Townsend, Clyde quay School, from the 
present time until the reopening of the-schools after the Christmas holidays. 
22nd December 1894 The Clyde quay School dispersed for the holidays yesterday. The 
attendance certificates were presented by the Mayor. 
22nd December 1894 At the dismissal of this Sohool yesterday, the Mayor presiding, 
attendance certificates were presented aa follows :— First Class— E. Lamberg, F. Mannoll, H. 
Kershaw, E. Slinn, L. Pierard, T. Bedford, M. Wood, L. Wood, R. Murray, A. Hyde, C. Pettit, 
C. Hill, J. Howitt, D. Russell, H Sinclair, I. Hewitt, F. Hamm, J. Cable, H. Slinn. L. Mahoney, 
J. Patterson. Second Class W. Anderson. C. Young, K. Mentiplay, A. Mack. L. Ritchie. A. Hill, 
W. Kellow, R Stewart, V. Douglas, J Read, H. Kirkus, C. Taylor, M. Moran, E Carman, E. 
Merry, F. Tattle. E. Taylor. H. Coad, D. Anderson, H. Hutchings, E. England, A. Mitchell, R. 
Reilly, C. Shennan, F. Hodge, H. Smith. 
29th December 1894 The Shut In Society article included: What a pity there is not a swimming 
' club for girls attached to our State schools. If there is, I have never heard of it. Now, at Clyde 
Quay School, with the Te Arb Baths so near, what a capital thing it would be. It seems almost 
essential that girls should be taught to swim, for there is so much boating in our harbour, and 
boats do get tipped over sometimes, and if girls could -swim how much danger would be 
avoided. A teacher who could swim might easily teach a whole class of girls natation [Natation 
means swimming]  in the summer months 

1895	
1895 708 Clyde Quay Grundy William T   Head Master   £360.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay McPhail John   Assistant Male   £220.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Beaglehole E W   Assistant Male   £150.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth   Assistant Female   £125.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Whitehorn Henry S   Assistant Male   £100.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Davies Emma   Assistant Female   £90.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice   Assistant Female    £ 80.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Ramsay Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £ 60.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Zohrab Ravenna   Female Pupil Teacher   £ 60.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Hutchens Emmeline   Female Pupil Teacher   £ 50.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza   Female Pupil Teacher   £ 50.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Lewis Eleanor   Female Pupil Teacher   £ 50.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Parsons Anna   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Townsend Ethel   Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Mead John   Male Pupil teacher   £38.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice   Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  



 
 

 
 

1895 708 Clyde Quay Banks Adeline   Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Stanton Elizabeth   Female Pupil Teacher   £ 32.00  
1895 708 Clyde Quay Wetherhilt Albert   Male Pupil teacher   £ 25.00  

John McPhail only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay 1895 to 1897 
Resigned from Headmaster of Manakau School in September 1898 
31st January 1895 It was decided to grant' Mr James Gifford, first assistant Clyde quay 
school, nine months’" leave of absence without salary 
13th February 1895 Adeline Banks Clyde Quay passed he pupil teacher examination 
28th February 1892 Wellington Education Board:  An application for painting the Clyde quay 
School and repairing the fences was referred to the chairman. 
15th March 1895 Wellington City Council: The committee recommended in reference to, a 
letter from the Clyde quay School Committee, that the City Surveyor report, as' to the cost of 
fencing in and planting the unoccupied land opposite the entrance to the Corporation-Yards, 
Clyde quay. 
14th March 1895  In a long report on school libraries was this: Greytown School heads the list 
in the number of books, 638; followed by Te Aro 500 Clyde quay, 480; Masterton, 450; 
Terrace, 380 ; Thorndon, 372; Fernridge, 350; Mount Cook Girls', 343; Petone, 316; and 
Mauriceville West, 307. Twenty-four schools have each more than two hundred books. The 
inspectors have at various times reported that they obtain the best composition and receive the 
most intelligent answers in all subjects at examination time from those schools where the 
teachers make a strong point of encouraging the children to read for themselves. 
15th March 1895 Wellington City Council: The committee recommended in reference to, a 
letter from the Clyde quay School Committee, that the City Surveyor report, ns' to the cost of 
fencing in and planting the unoccupied land opposite the entrance to the Corporation-
Yards, Clyde quay.’ They also recommended that, the person who has allowed his calves to 
trespass on the Scarborough terrace Reserve be prosecuted for so doing, and that notice to quit 
be served on the person squatting on a corner of the Town Belt near the Grant road quarry. The 
recommendations wore agreed to.  
28th March 1895 Leave of absence was granted for one month to Miss Emma Davies, assistant 
at Clyde quay.  
.Mr John MacPhail was appointed temporary first assistant at the Clyde quay School,  
30th March 1895 Mr Gifford, of the Clyde quay School teaching staff', who is about to leave 
for England for the benefit of his health, has been presented by his fellow-teachers with a 
handsome dressing-case, suitably fitted up, as a mark of the esteem in which he is held. The 
pupils in his class, together with many others who had been under bis care in the past, also 
presented him with a parting gift as a token of their affection and regard. The presentation was 
made by the headmaster, Mr Grundy, who said the testimonial was the unaided offering of the 
pupils, who sincerely hoped to be able to soon welcome Mr Gifford once more among them. 
Mr Gifford returned thanks and wished one and all an affectionate good-bye. 
26th April 1895 CLYDE QUAY. The head-master's report of the Clyde quay School and the 
committee's report and balance-sheet were adopted.  
Messrs Robertson; Willeston, Veitch, Tattle, White, Luke, Swallow and Hurleston, of the 
retiring committee, were reelected, and Mr McLean was elected in place of Mr Irons, the latter 
gentleman having removed to Napier.  



 
 

 
 

The head-master, Mr Thos. Grundy, reported a successful year's work. In the September 
drawing examinations there was obtained by his pupils a total of 275 certificates in all subjects. 
At the annual standard examinations the result had been highly satisfactory. A scholarship, 
making ten in all obtained by the school, had been gained by Thomas Page in the annual 
competition for Education Board scholarships. The committee reported that the boys' school-
ground had been completed, the library funds had been augmented and a quantity of books 
procured by means of a concert given by Mr McGlashan, and a present received through Mr 
Watson, secretary of the Choral Union. A very hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr Grundy 
and his staff by the meeting. In replying, Mr Grundy stated that it was his intention to try and 
introduce, among other improvements, practical instruction in cookery for the elder girls. Mr 
D. Robertson was re-elected chairman of the committee, and Mr J. C. Swallow, secretary. 
17th June 1895 The teachers and children of the Clyde- quay School gave, on Saturday 
afternoon, the first of a series of social gatherings to parents and friends of the children. The 
room was crowded, and the visitors evidently appreciated the programme of musical items and 
recitations presented. Refreshments were handed round during the interval. Mr. D. Robertson 
presided, as Chairman of the School Committee, and explained that the object of these 
entertainments was to provide funds for the instruction of the elder girls in cookery, for the 1 
annual excursion, and for other purposes. The Mayor (Mr C. M. Luke), who is a member of 
the School Committee, moved a vote of thanks to the teachers and scholars, and in a neat speech 
complimented the performers upon their talent As a result of the gathering about .£l2 was 
realised.  
19th June 1895 “ Clyde Quay School Boy ” (VI. Standard) suggests the names “ Agonia ” and 
"Tortoria” for Mr Hayward’s colt by Tormentor—Emotion. The names are certainly original 
as far as the New Zealand turf is concerned 
1st July 1895 During the past few days some petty thief has stolen no fewer than six overcoats 
from the cloak racks in the corridors of the Clyde quay schools. 
12th July 1895  The City Corporation have fenced a triangular piece of what hitherto has been 
Tommy Tiddler's ground, between Victoria street, near the Destructor, and the Clyde quay 
School, within a substantial picket fence. The place, which for so many years has been little 
more than an unsightly dust and stone heap, is to be planted with shrubs, and in a year or two's 
time will no doubt prove attractive to visitors and others taking a walk " round the rocks," 
9th August 1895 Acting on the suggestion of the members of the Clyde quay 
School Committee, the City Council—as was mentioned in the New Zealand Times some time 
since—have recently fenced in a triangular piece of ground on Clyde quay, opposite the Clyde 
quay the intention being to make it an attractive city plantation and reserve. The City Council 
very kindly and very sensibly fell in with the wishes of the School Committee, viz., that the 
children attending the school should plant the reserve with shrubs from the Corporation 
nurseries within the Town Belt, and on Friday this was carried into effect in the presence of the 
Mayoress (Mrs C. M. Luke), Councillors Harris, Willeston, Barber, Fraser, Devine, Penty and 
Myers, and Mr Page (Town Clerk), and the following members of the School Committee:— 
Messrs D. D. Robertson, (chairman), H J. White, A. Veitch, D. McLean and, E. Hurlestone. 
Mr W. T. Grundy (headmaster), assisted by his teachers, having marshalled his youthful 
charges, numbering upwards of 600 children, the gratifying function was commenced by Mr 
Robertson, on behalf of the committee, thanking the City Council, not only for being present 



 
 

 
 

on the occasion, but also for the interest they had shown in the reserve, which, he believed, 
would ere long prove to be a great ornament to the; city. He ; regretted that illness prevented 
the attendance not only of the Mayor, but also of Councillor Anderson, but Mrs Luke 
represented her husband on the occasion, and he intended asking that lady to plant the first 
shrub. Mr Robertson, addressing the children, expressed' the hope that they would not only 
plaint the trees faithfully, but that they would also, 20 far as in them lay, do their best to foster' 
and preserve the shrubs. Mrs Luke having planted the first tree,, a sturdy Norfolk pine nursling, 
three hearty cheers were given for. her and the Mayor. Shrubs were afterwards planted by the 
members of the City Council present, the Town Clerk,, the chairman of the School Committee, 
Mr Grundy (headmaster), Miss McGowan, (on behalf of the lady teachers) and Mr D. 
Wilkinson, as representative of his father/ who was indisposed ; and the school children then 
set vigorously to work under the supervision of Mr Wilkinson, who had, in connection with his 
father, planned the garden free of charge, and had selected the trees and shrubs, the majority of 
wbichafe healthy Norfolk Island pines and pohutukawas trees. Cheers having been given for 
Messrs Robertson, Grundy and Wilkinson the proceedings terminated. 
 Mr W. T. Grundy (headmaster), assisted by his teachers, having marshalled his youthful 
charges, numbering upwards of 600 children, the gratifying function was commenced by Mr 
Robertson, on behalf of the committee, thanking the City Council, not only for being present 
on the occasion, but also for the interest they had shown in the reserve, which, he believed, 
would ere long prove to be a great ornament to the city. He regretted that illness prevented the 
attendance not only of the Mayor, but also of Councillor. Anderson, but Mrs Luke represented 
her husband on the occasion, and he intended asking that lady to plant the first shrub, Mr 
Robertson, addressing the children, expressed the hope that they would not only plant the trees 
faithfully, but that they would also, so far as in them lay, do their best to foster and preserve 
the shrubs. 
Mrs Luke having planted the first tree, a sturdy Norfolk pine nursling, three hearty cheers were 
given for her and the Mayor. Shrubs were  afterwards planted by the members of the City 
Council present, the Town Clerk, the chairman of the School Committee, Mr Grundy 
(headmaster), Miss McGowan (on behalf of the lady teachers) and Mr D. Wilkinson, as 
representative of his father, who was indisposed ; and the school children then set vigorously 
to work tinder the supervision of Mr Wilkinson, who had, in connection with his father, planned 
the garden free of charge, and had selected, the trees and shrubs, the majority of which are 
healthy Norfolk Island pines and Pohutukawa trees. Cheers having been given for Messrs 
Robertson, Grundy and Wilkinson the proceedings terminated. 
20th September 1895 At the meeting of the Harbour Board yesterday a letter was read from the 
Town Clerk asking the consent of the Board to the-erection of the proposed public baths ’ at 
Thorndon Esplanade, and at Clyde quay, between To Aro Reclamation and Mrs Meech’s baths. 
The Chairman’ of the Board suggested that the Council should acquire Mrs Meech’s bath, so 
that they could construct separate baths for ladies and gentlemen. In answer,, to a question, the 
Secretary stated that the site did not interfere with the dock site.  
31st October 1895 Wellington Education Board: Sick leave was granted to Miss Toohill, 
Eketahuna, till the end of the year, and also to Mr H. Whitehorn, Clyde quay.  



 
 

 
 

13th November 1895 Wellington Education Board scholarship examination: 6th Edith 
Luke, Clyde quay, 11 years 11 months.—English, 125 ; arithmetic, 90 ; science, 108 ; history, 
80; geography, 72 ; reading, 38; writing, 45 : total, 504 [Top mark 604] 
28th November 1895 The Board sanctioned the painting of To Aro and Clyde quay Schools, 
the work to be undertaken immediately the schools .are - closed for the holidays………The 
resignation of Mr J. Gifford, first assistant at Clyde quay, was accepted.  
29th November 1895 School Committee  Association: Mr Swallow (Clyde quay) thought a 
change should take place in the system of scholar. ships, and that the money, instep of being 
spent on the College or Girls ..High School, should be spent in giving the children a trainine as 
apprentices. 
12th December 1895 Wellington Education Board: An application by Miss A. Parsons (Clyde 
quay School) tor leave, of absence during February next was refused.  
17th December 1895 The Education Board has accepted the tender of J. D. Tustin, at .£120, 
for repairs and painting to the Te Are School, and that of T. Uridge, at £38, for painting 
the Clyde quay School.  
19th December 1895 Master Ralph Ziman, son of Mr J. Ziman, of this city, has been successful 
in gaining a valuable scholarship in connection with the -Wanganui Collegiate School. Master 
Ziman baa been for some time a pupil at the Clyde quay school under Mr W. Grundy. The 
scholarship was open to boys under 12 years of age, and who had not passed a higher standard 
than the fifth.  
19th December 1895 An exhibition of cookery was held at Clyde quay yesterday afternoon. 
The exhibits were made by the girls of Standards V., VI., and VII., and were pronounced very 
creditable by the adults who inspected them. In the evening an entertainment was held Mr. D. 
Robertson, Chairman of the School Committee, presided. Selections wero played by an 
orchestra under Mr. Hotop, a pianoforte duet was contributed by Misses Duke and Banks, a 
recitation was given by Gena Lennox, and the children went through some drill and sang some 
choruses. This morning lollies and cake were distributed amongst the younger children. After 
a short address from the Chairman of the Committee, cheers were given for Mr. Grundy and 
his staff, and the Committee, and the proceedings terminated.  
19th December 1895  An entertainment was given in the Clyde quay Schoolroom last night, 
the scholars contributing an interesting programme. An orchestra led by Mr Hotop gave 
valuable assistance. A display of cookery exhibits, the work of the pupils who are receiving 
instruction in this most useful art, was tastefully arranged, and was inspected with great interest. 
The cookery class been in existence for about six months, and its members have attained great 
proficiency under the tuition of Mrs Grundy, wife of the headmaster. The proceeds of last 
night’s entertainment are to be devoted to the payment of necessary expenses in regard to the 
cookery lessons, and to the picnic fund. 

1896	
1896 733 Clyde Quay Grundy William T    Head Master   £360.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay McPhail MA John    Assistant Male   £220.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Beaglehole E W    Assistant Male   £150.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth    Assistant Female   £125.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Whitehorn Henry S    Assistant Male   £100.00  



 
 

 
 

1896 733 Clyde Quay Davies Emma    Assistant Female   £90.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice    Assistant Female    £ 80.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Zohrab Ravenna    Female Pupil Teacher   £ 60.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Hutchens Emmeline    Female Pupil Teacher   £ 50.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Lewis Eleanor    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Mead John    Male Pupil teacher   £44.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Banks Adeline    Female Pupil Teacher   £39.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Ryder Alice    Female Pupil Teacher   £39.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Stanton Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £37.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Dallaston Charles    Male Pupil teacher   £34.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Davidson Jessie    Female Pupil Teacher   £34.00  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Wetherilt Albert    Male Pupil teacher   £31.10  
1896 733 Clyde Quay Hannay Mary    Female Pupil Teacher   £22.10  

Charles Dallaston was a Pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1896 and 1897 and Mount Cook Boy’ 
1898 to 1901. He was sole teacher at Ponatahi 1902 and 1903 and Rangitumau 1904 to 1909. 
1910 to at least 1917 he was Headmaster of Ohariu and 1919 to at least 1923 was headmaster 
of Plimmerton. 
Jessie L Davidson had a long Career with the Wellington Education Board: Pupil Teacher 
1894 Mt Cook Girls’ 1896 to 1898 Clyde Quay. 1899 to 1919 Roseneath. Was not teaching in 
1921 and in 1923 when my records end she was at Island Bay 
Mary Hannay was a pupil teacher at Mt Cook Infants 1895 and then at Clyde Quay 1896 to 
1899. Resigned June 1900 from Wellington Education Board  
13th February 1896 John Joseph Mead and Elizabeth Stanton passed the fourth year Pupil 
Teacher examinations. Albert Wetherilt  passed second year examination 
17th February 1896  THE Scholars attending Clyde Quay  Sohool will hold their annual Picnic 
at the Silverstream on WEDNESDAY, the 19th. The parents and friends ore also invited. Hot 
Water will bs Supplied. Train leaves at 9 a.m. Tickets— Adults, 1s 6d ; Scholars over 15, Is 2d 
; Children, 9d.  
27th February 1896 The children of the Clyde quay School held their annual picnic at 
Silverstream last week. Between SOO and 900 children and adults availed themselves of the 
opportunity for a trip into the country, and the outing was greatly enjoyed. Sports and games 
were held during the day, and the children returned to town shortly after 7 ’clock. Mr W. 
Grundy, his staff, and several of the school committee were in charge 
5th March 1896 Wellington City Council: Councillor Devine then moved that the site for the 
Te Aro bath be the one adjoining the present Corporation wall, Clyde quay, and that a concrete 
wall be erected in front of it. After discussion this was carried, an amendment, that the site be 
on the Oriental Bay side, being lost. Councillor Harris: Thus ends the bath question. 
26th March 1896 Wellington Education Board: The chairman was empowered to deal with an 
application from Clyde quay for half the cost of a dividing fence. Mr J. McPhail was appointed 
first assistant at Clyde quay, and his request for an extra three days’ leave of absence at Easter 
was granted. 
27th March 1896 Wellington Education Board: Inspector’s report included: The schools in the 
Te Aro end of the city were all full, with the exception of one or two classes in the Mount Cook 



 
 

 
 

Girls’ School. These include the Clyde quay, Mount Cook and Te Aro Schools. Very soon, if 
not immediately, some additional accommodation would be required in this part of the 
city……together with Miss Watson, of the To Aro Infant School, and Miss Parsons, of 
the Clyde quay infant department, were doing excellent work as teachers of class singing. 
30th March 1896 Letter to the Editor included: At the last meeting of the Board you report that 
a Mr McPhail was appointed first assistant of Clyde quay School. That gentleman has only 
recently been a resident of Wellington. His scholastic qualifications are certainly good, holding 
an M.A. degree of a Scotch University, but his ability as a teacher has yet to he proved, i as his 
name 'does not appear in the latest official classified list of teachers. My contention is that there 
are half a dozen men in the Board’s service who were more equitably entitled to the position—
men who had served their time under the Board and had by years of good service shown their 
capability for the work. By industry and hard work they have striven to equip themselves for a 
higher position in the service and have looked forward to a well-earned reward for their 
diligence. But what encouragement  do they receive ? Absolutely none……. 
20th February 1896 The children of the Clyde quay School held their annual picnic at 
Silverstream yesterday. Between 800 and 900 children and adults availed themselves of the 
opportunity for a trip into the country, and the outing was greatly enjoyed. Sports and games 
were held during the day, and the children returned to town shortly after 7 ’clock. Mr W. 
Grundy, his staff, and several of the school committee were in charge 
26th March 1896 Dr Newman, M.H.R., moved at the meeting of the Education Board yesterday 
That in the opinion of this Board cookery classes should be established in connection With the 
State schools, and that the matter be referred to the Technical Committee as to how such 
instruction should be given, and report to the next Board meeting.” The motion was seconded 
by Mr F, H. Fraser and agreed to, the chairman remarking that cookery was already being 
taught in the Clyde quay School. 
11th April 1896 During the hearing of a charge of theft preferred against a boy named 
Pritchard in the Magistrate’s Court yesterday, his mother stated that she had tried to get her 
boy into several public schools in the city, but on account of the schools being full the 
schoolmasters Had refused to admit him* Te Aro, Clyde quay, and Mount Cook schools had 
been tried, without success.' The boy was refused admittance to the Mount Cook Infants* 
School because he was over age. On enquiry at the Education Board Office we learn that no 
report has been made that there is insufficient accommodation in any of the city schools, or 
that a child had been refused admission to any of the schools mentioned. 
30th April 1896  At the meeting of Clyde quay householders, the headmaster's report, read by 
the secretary (Mr J. C. .Swallow), stated that at the present time there was a larger number of 
children upon the school’s books than there had been before, viz., 853, and if all the children 
had presented themselves at any one time the school would have been unable to 
accommodate them. The committee’s report mentioned the good work done by the cookery 
class established with the assistance of Mrs Grundy. Fifty copies of the New Zealand School 
Reader had been procured for the use of the upper standards. The book had been strongly 
recommended by the Board, and the committee believed it would prove very useful to 
scholars. The balance-sheet stated that there was a balance in the bank of £11 16s 11d. The 
reports and balance-sheet were adopted. A householder asked if the candidates for the 
committee could be asked for their opinion on the Bible in schools question  The Chairman 
ruled this out of order, as it would he introducing irrelevant matter. Some discussion took place 



 
 

 
 

on the Chairman’s ruling, and eventually a vote was taken, and the majority decided that the 
question should not be asked. The following were elected the committee : Messrs D. Robertson, 
IW. Cable, D. McLean. C. Stewart, E. Hurlston, F, Townsend, H. J. White, C. M. Luke and J. 
C. Swallow. Subsequently Mr Robertson was re-elected chairman and Mr Swallow secretary. 
2nd July 1896 meeting of the School Committee Association was held last week, when 
representatives from Clyde quay, Te Aro, Newtown, Mount Cook and  meeting of the School 
Committee Association was held last week, when representatives from Clyde quay, Te Aro, 
Newtown, Mount Cook and Vogeltown Schools were present. Mr D. Robertson, president, 
occupied the chair. A long discussion took place with reference to the Inspector's report as to 
the capabilities of teachers, and the general opinion was that the information should be obtained 
through the head-masters of the schools. It was decided that the secretary should send circulars 
to all city and suburban School Committees requesting an expression of opinion as to what 
holidays should be observed besides the usual school holidays. The Association thought that 
only one picnic for each school should be held during the year. At a meeting fixed for August 
13th, the association will discuss the School Committees Election Act. It is thought undesirable 
that nominations for new school committees should be received on the night of the election, 
and the suggestion is that they should be made one week before hand. Vogeltown  Schools 
were present. Mr D. Robertson, president, occupied the chair. A long discussion took place 
with reference to the Inspector's report as to the capabilities of teachers, and the general opinion 
was that the information should be obtained through the head-masters of the schools. It was 
decided that the secretary should send circulars to all city and suburban School Committees 
requesting an expression of opinion as to what holidays should be observed besides the usual 
school holidays. The Association thought that only one picnic for each school should be held 
during the year. At a meeting fixed for August 13th, the association will discuss the School 
Committees Election Act. It is thought undesirable that nominations for new school committees 
should be received on the night of the election, and the suggestion is that they should be made 
one week before hand. 
7th October 1896 Pupil Teacher Charles Dallaston appointed to Clyde Quay School 
15th October 1896 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay had 177 entries for the 
Scholarship Examination 
23rd October 1896 The inspectors will be in the school from the 10th November 
 5th November 1896 Technical School Examination results Clyde quay. —Freehand —
Examined, 167 ; passed, 90. Geometry Examined, 147 ; passed, 84. Scale —Examined, 123: 
passed, 96. Model —Examined, 81 ; passed, 41. 
Successful Freehand Candidates: Clyde quay. Ethel Arnold, Elizabeth Anderson, Irene 
Allman, Stella Anderson, Arthur Andrews, Leslie Ashbolt, Henry Barrett, John Belcher, Ina 
Bentley, Albert E. Black, Louisa Boor, Ralph A. Brewer, Alexander Brown, Christian Ray, 
Harry Chapman. Jessie Coventry, Katie Cable, Andrew McCarrison, Frank Duncan, Wilson 
Downes, Bertie Dixon, Emily Dixon, Agnes Duncan, Harriet Downes, Jessie Flan, James 
Ferguson, Myra Griffin, Meta Gibbs, Fred Glover, S. E. Grundy, Ellie Griffin, Herbert Glover, 
Henry E. Herbert, Frank Hodge, W. Hughes, Edith Hook, Harry Hutchings, Beatrice Hill, 
Norah Hutchings, Eva Hyde, Frank Kitching, Harry Howard, Robert Juhl, Albert Jones, Edith 
Low, Louie Langdon, David J. Lochhead, Ruth Low, Edith A. Leslie, Archie Mackinlay, Emily 
Mallowes, Janet McLean, Susan Matson, Lily Millman, Ronald McLean. Frank Muir, David 



 
 

 
 

Mitchell, John Moran. F. Morris, Madge Pollock, Rachael A. Pock, Winifred Perry, John 
Palliser, Kate Perry, Martha Peck, Albert Palliser, John Paterson, Reginald Reilly, Frederick 
Roberts, Grace Shaw, Robert Sunley, Charlie Smith, Ernest Slinn, John Sinclair, Nellie Stunell, 
Hector K. Swallow, Eva Taylor, Ethel B. Thompson, Arthur J. Wood, Edward Westwood, 
Mary D. Wilson, Ernest Worger, Edward Wisbey, Margaret Williamson, Mary Wilkinson, 
Maud E. Wilton, N. W. Zohrab, Elsie Watson, Edith Wootton, Ellen Wilkins. 
5th December 1896 Included in a long article on the General Election included 
11th December 1896 Wellington Education Board: Harry S Whitehorn Clyde Quay resigned. 
24th December 1896 The Clyde quay State school broke up for the vacation at 3 ’clock on 
Thursday afternoon. Mr D. Robertson, the chairman of the School Committee, spoke a tew 
works to the children before the school closed, but no prizes were presented. 
 

1897	
1897 734 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £360.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay McPhail  John   Assistant Master   £220.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Beaglehole E W C2`  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £125.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Charters Alexander B C3  Assistant Master   £100.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E3  Assistant Female    £80.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza E2  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Zohrab R F M E3  Female Pupil Teacher   £60.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Mead John J D4  Male Pupil teacher   £50.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Banks Adeline S   Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Stanton Elizabeth A   Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Davidson Jessie L D4  Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Broome Kate E   Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Walton Margaret C   Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Wetherhilt Albert E   Male Pupil teacher   £38.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Dallaston Charles W   Male Pupil teacher   £38.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Hannay Mary   Female Pupil Teacher   £32.00  
1897 734 Clyde Quay Oliver Emily   Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  

Alexander B Charters originally from Christchurch then in 1896 appointed to Inglewood 
School in Taranaki  in 1896 he was in February 1897 appointed to Clyde Quay. !899 to to 1901 
he was at Thorndon. 1902 to Hutt. Then 1904 to 1906 at Masterton in the secondary 
department. Then in 1907 appointed headmaster of Greytown until December 1911. 1st May 
1912 appointed as a Wellington Education Board inspector. Served as a Lieutenant Colonel 
overseas in World War 1 and by 1924 was headmaster of Whangarei Boys’ High School 
Adeline S Banks was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1895 and 1896. 1898 was probably at 
Training College. 1899 to 1903 still a pupil teacher at Thorndon. 1904 and 1905 sole charge at 
Wangaehu [One of the earliest schools in the Wairarapa, its roll never seemed to grow beyond a sole 
charge. In 1915 it closed down because of low numbers but then was restarted in 1923 to close in 1939. 
11 Kilometres from Masterton on Te Ore Ore Bideford Road near turnoff to Bideford] 



 
 

 
 

1906/7441 Sarah Adeline Banks Bertrand Cooper 

Kate E Broome was a pupil teacher at Mount Cook Infants’ in 1896 and Clyde Quay 1897 to 
1899 
Margaret C Walton was a pupil teacher at Dreyerton [later Kopuaranga] North East of 
Masterton 1894 and 1895. Then at Kilbirnie in 1896 and Clyde Quay in 1898 and 1898 at 
Karori and listed in 1901 as a reliever at Karori. Later taught in Manawatu for the Wanganui 
Education Board    
Emily Oliver was  a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1897  to 1902 and then taught at Pongaroa 
as a mistress in 1903 and 1904 Resigned from Wellington Education Board in December 1904. 
4th January 1897 A wedding which was quiet in its surroundings but full of interest to a very 
large number of citizens, as was evinced by the numerous attendance iv the Church, took place 
at St. Paul's Pro-Cathedral this afternoon. The bride was Miss A. K. Parsons, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. F. Parsons, so well-known in musical circles, and till lately in the service of the 
Wellington, Education Board. The bridegroom was Mr. B. M. Wilson, Private Secretary to the 
Hon. J. Cadinan, Minister of Railways, and eldest son of Mr. Benjamin Wilson, one of the 
officials of the Government Printing Office………. and presents from the teaching staff of 
the' Clyde - quay School, with which the bride was last associated as a teacher, and from the 
children of the standard she was in charge of. The newly-married couple leave this evening for 
Auckland and Taupo, where the honeymoon will be spent…….. 
14th January 1897 The Education. Board require a third assistant for both the Terrace 
and Clyde quay Schools, assistant mistresses for Johnsonville and Greytown, a pupil teacher 
for Mauriceville, and a teacher for the aided school near Te Nui.  
14th January 1897 Wellington Education Board: Clyde quay. Third Assistant ; salary, £IOO 
18th January 1897 Wellington Education Board: Male Assistant, Clyde - quay ; salary, .£IOO  
8th February 1897 Mr A. B. Charters has been appointed to the Clyde quay School in place of 
Mr Whitehorn, who has gone to seek his fortunes in South Africa 
11th February 1897 Mr A. B. Charters takes up his duties as Third assistant master at Clyde 
quay School about the 8th March, Hu has resigned his appointment under the Taranaki 
Education Board, 
23rd February 1897 Wellington Education Board: Appointments of Pupil Teachers and Ex 
Pupil teachers to Clyde Quay for 1897 Adeline Banks, Eleanor E Lewis, John J Meads, Alice 
Ryder, Eliza Scott, Elizabeth Stanton, R F M Zorab 
Passed third year Pupil Teacher examinations Charles Dallaston, Mary Hanney  
25th February 1897 Miss Emma Davies, Clyde quay, wrote resigning her position. Mr 
Robertson stated that the letter had not come through the committee, and he moved that, if the 
resignation were informal it should not be accepted until it had been placed in proper form. 
This was agreed to.  
1st April 1897 The resignations of Misses Emma Davies (Clyde quay), Eleanor Drawbridge 
(Johnsonville), Eleanor Lewis (Clyde quay) were accepted 
10th April 1897 Miss E. M. Davis, who resigned from the staff of the Clyde quay 
school recently in view of her approaching marriage, has been presented with several 
handsome presents by the school committee, teachers and scholars. The committee’s present 
was a handsome cruet, which was presented by Mr D. Robertson, the chairman. Mr W-T-



 
 

 
 

Grundy headmaster, on “behalf of the children and staff, after a eulogistic speech, presented 
with an afternoon tea set and tray in ebony and silver 
20th April 1897 The following nominations have been received in connection with the School 
Committee elections, to be held on Monday next : Clyde Quay — Messrs. .Jacob Swallow, 
William Cable, George Wilson, Charles Stewart, Donald McLean, David Robertson, Eli 
Hurleston, W. J. Gaudin, and T. B. Hewett  
27th April 1897 At the annual meeting of the householders of the Clyde quay district last night, 
Mr D. Robertson, chairman of the School Committee, presented Mrs Grundy, wife of the 
headmaster of the school, with a set of silver dessert knives and forks as a recognition of .the 
.valuable services she had given as instructress of the Cookery classes at the school. Mr 
Robertson said that it was “ a real treat” to see Mrs Grundy giving a cooking lesson, and the 
parents were very much indebted to her for the trouble she had taken in instructing their 
children in the art of cookery. The gift was handed to Mrs Grundy amid great applause, and 
Mr Grundy returned thanks on behalf of his wife. 
29th April 1897 Wellington Education Board teacher changes included: Miss Walton now at 
Kilbirnie to go to Clyde Quay. Mr McKinnon appointed to Clyde Quay where a vacancy has 
occurred with the resignation of Miss Lewis 
17th May 1897 Proposed change to scholarships included Twelve scholarships of the annual 
value of £15. open to all children attending schools within the city of Wellington. (Takes in 
nine schools)……..  List “A” of schools referred to therein; Thorndon School, attendance, 410  
Terrace, 559 Te Aro, 525 ; Mount Cook Boys’, 530; Mount Cook Girls’, 469 Mount Cook 
Infants’, 424; Clyde quay, 754; Newtown, 738  Rintoul street, 350 
29th July 1897  Wellington Education Board: A large deputation from the Clyde quay ; 
School, of which Mr D. Robertson (chairman  of the Clyde quay School Committee) acted ' as 
spokesman* waited on the Education Board  yesterday to draw attention to the over- * crowded 
state of the school, especially in the infant department. They had already 20  children too many 
in the school, and there were 20 or 30 more who wanted to get into ’ the school and were 
unable. They thought that something should be done by the Board, several residents of 
Roseneath had coma with them as part of the deputation. They understood the Board was doing  
something at Roseneath, and they thought that a school there would greatly relieve the Clyde 
quay School. In addition to that the deputation urged that a room should be rented in Courtenay 
place. Alterations to the school were also wanted. They wanted two of the rooms divided. The 
headmaster had reported to him (Mr Robertson) that he could decrease the size of the classes 
and do with less teachers if this was done. The efficiency of the teaching would be in any case 
much improved if the rooms were divided. Another important question was the lighting of the 
school, which was very bad at present, as the children bad to work with the light over their 
shoulders and were always sitting in their own light. Ah things were at present, the bead-master 
(Mr Grundy) had reported that the bad light was affecting the children’s eyesight The Chairman 
said that every school in the town was crowded in the lower standards, and most of them in the 
higher standards. Mr Cable said that by leasing one of the Sunday schools at the Congregational 
Church the congestion would be greatly relieved………..  
16th August 1897 Wellington Education Board: Evelyn O’Connell appointed to Clyde Quay  
[ At December 1897 she was not working for the Wellington Education Board ]  



 
 

 
 

26th August 1897  A deputation, of which Mrs Taster was spokeswoman, waited on the 
Education Board yesterday. Mrs Tasker said it was becoming a matter of general opinion that 
cookery classes were much desired for primary scholars………..The cookery classes at Clyde 
quay school had been very successful and were most favourably commented on. Miss Williams 
said she had had experience of these classes at Home, and they were of the greatest utility it 
was a most important thing that people should be properly fed……… 
15th October 1897 The annual Examinations by the inspectors of the Wellington public schools 
begin next week. Clyde quay will be examined first, and the Rintoul street and Newtown 
schools will follow in succession. 
15th December 1897 Education Board, Wellington, 14th December, 1897. TENDERS for 
alterations to Classroom at the Clyde quay School will be received at this office up to noon of 
MONDAY NEXT, the 20th inst Particulars on application at my  office.  
THOMAS.TURNBULL,  
16th December 1897 Inspector’s Report Wellington Education Board: Clyde quay. —
Presented, 815 ; present, 570 ; passed, 542. The school is doing good work throughout without 
any weak classes. Much of the work is very commendable. Excellent reading still obtains. 
Although the late drawing examination results were disappointing at first sight, the work, as 
tested by the drawing certificates held, is very satisfactory. We advise reconstruction of the 
large rooms. Twenty-two passed Standard VII. 

1898	
1898 671 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £360.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Foster William H L D1  Assistant Master   £220.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Beaglehole E W C2`  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £125.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Johnston William D3  Assistant Master   £100.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza E1  Assistant Female   £90.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E3  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Zohrab R F M E2  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Broome Kate E C5  Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Stanton Elizabeth A    Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Davidson Jessie L D4  Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Hannay Mary    Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay McDermid Grace    Female Pupil Teacher   £ 35.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Woodward Elizabeth    Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Oliver Emily    Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney    Male Pupil teacher   £25.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Mackenzie Hilda    Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Van Stavern Lena    Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  
1898 671 Clyde Quay Glover Jennie    Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  

William H L Foster had a long career with Wellington Education Board. Started as a 
Headmaster at Paraparaumu 1893-1895. Manakau Headmaster 1896 1897. Clyde Quay 
Assistant Master 1898-1900. Mitchelltown 1901-1906 Headmaster, Mount Cook Boys’ 



 
 

 
 

Headmaster 1907-1909. Petone DHS Headmaster 1910-1915. Clyde Quay 1919 to at least 1923 
Headmaster. 
Teaching Career  Ended April 1925 
15th January 1932 The death [occurred last evening at Karori of Mr. W. H. It. Foster, C.M.G., 
formerly headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, and a number .of other schools in the 
Wellington district. Mr. Foster, who was 65 years of age had been in failing health for some' 
time. He was trained at the Christchurch Training College, and then began his long service of 
forty-six years in the cause of primary' education, his schools in the Wellington district being 
Manakau, Clyde, Quay (as first assistant), Mitchelltown, Mount Cook, Petone, and finally 
Clyde Quay (as Headmaster), Mr. Foster remained in charge at Clyde Quay from 1917 until 
1925, when he retired on superannuation. He .was made a C.M.G. in 1923 in recognition of his 
valuable services-in the teaching profession. Mr. Foster was always, a fearless champion of the 
rights of pupils and of teachers in the primary schools, and for many years prior to his 
retirement his colleagues regarded him as their leader. His ability was indicated by the fact that 
he held the highest place on the graded list of. primary school teachers. At various times he 
was secretary of the Wellington Educational Institute, and afterwards its president, secretary of 
the New Zealand Educational Institute, a member of the Superannuation Board, ah advocate in 
the Teachers' Court of Appeal, the first secretary of the Wellington Headmasters' Association, 
and afterwards  its chairman for several years, and secretary of the Wellington Provincial 
Council of the Licensed Trade. 
William Johnston was  a pupil teacher at Taueru  near Gladstone in 1891. Then 1892 to 1897 
was at Masterton as a pupil. 1898 Clyde Quay as an assistant master. Didn’t teacher for 
Wellington Education Board again  
Grace McDermid only taught at Clyde Quay in 1898 as a pupil teacher 
Elizabeth Woodward was  a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1898  and Mount Cook Girls’ . 
From 1899 as an assistant. 1902 Pongaroa: 1903- 1904 Mt Cook Infants’ 1905-1906 Matahiwi 
1907 to 1913 Mitchelltown  1914 to at Least 1919 Te Aro  1921 Lyall Bay and 1923 Newtown’ 
21st July 1932 Miss E. Woodward, an assistant at Newtown School, who is retiring after 35 ½ 
years of service, was farewelled by the Wellington Education Board yesterday, the chairman 
stating that she had established a record which he believed was unique. During the whole of 
her teaching service she had not been absent from school for a single day. 
Sidney Dempsey 1898 to 1901 a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay Then 1902 to 1914 an assistant 
at Clyde Quay. On war duty in 1915 
Hilda Mackenzie was always a pupil teacher 1898 and 1889 at Clyde Quay and 1901 and 1902 
at Terrace School 
Lena Van Stavern taught as a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1898 to 1900 and 1901 at the 
Terrace and then as an assistant at Terrace 1902 to at least 1923  
Jennie Glover only taught as  a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay School 1898 to 1901 
31st January 1898  At a special meeting of the Petone School Committee on Saturday afternoon 
the appointment of Mr Mead, of Clyde quay school, as third assistant of the Petone .School 
was confirmed; 
10th February 1898 The annual picnic in connection with the Clyde quay public school takes 
place tomorrow at Day’s Bay, whither the scholars, teachers and friends will be conveyed in 
the Duchess. 



 
 

 
 

14th February 1898  Master Solomon Ziman, late of this city, has gained a grammar school 
junior foundation scholarship at Auckland. Master Ziman attended the Clyde quay School in 
Wellington,  
17th February 1898 The annual picnic of the Clyde quay State School was held at Day’s Bay 
on Friday, the scholars, parents and friends being convoyed across in the Duchess. Sports and 
pastimes wero indulged in by the youngsters, the swimming races creating great excitement. 
On reaching the Ferry Wharf at 6,30 p.m. those on board gave three hearty cheers for Captain 
Jones and his crew for the kindness shown throughout the day. 
24th March 1898 New School Boundaries named: CLYDE QUAY. Bounded on the north by 
the sea and the Roseneath School District, on the east by Sections 2 and 3, Evans Bay District, 
on the south by Pirie and Vivian streets, and on the west by Tory street to the sea.  
20th April 1898 School Committee election results: Clyde quay. —C. Stewart, G. Wilson, T. 
B. Hewett, D. Robertson, W. Cable, E. Haroldson, J. W. Gordon, D. McLean.  
26th April 1898 Mr J. C. Swallow, who has been secretary of the Clyde quay State School 
Committee for eight years, announced at the meeting of householders last night that he had 
decided to take a rest. Testimony was borne by speakers to the excellent manner in which Mr 
Swallow had carried out his duties during his extended term of office. The headmaster said that 
very pleasant relations had always existed between the retiring secretary and the teaching staff.  
26th April 1898 The annual moating of householders in connection with the Clyde quay State   
School was held in the main building last night. It was attended by about twenty persons, 
including two ladies. The chairman of the outgoing committee, Mr D. Robertson, presided, and 
the annual reports were read by the retiring secretary, Mr J. C. Swallow. The headmaster, Mr 
W. T. Grundy, reported that a much needed alteration had been made to the two large class-
rooms on the north and ’ south sides of the main school. These rooms had been divided into 
four conveniently sized class rooms, each of which was now occupied by one class. The work 
was in consequence pleasanter and could be  done without the former strain and effort on the 
part of the teachers. The classes generally were working well and smoothly, and a good 
educational result was anticipated from the present year’s work. Some difficulty had been 
experienced through the year, owing to the crowded state of the school and to the consequent 
necessity for refusing applications for admission. Probably the early opening of the Roseneath 
School would relieve the demand for places. The committee reported that another tender had 
been accepted for a school building at Roseneath, and that the work, if not already started, 
would be begun in a few days. The drains in connection with of the Clyde quay schools had 
been put in thorough order in accordance with the requirements the Drainage Board. It was 
hoped that in the ensuing year there would be sufficient funds to asphalt the girls’ side of of 
the school grounds. On the motion of Mr IV. J. Gaudin. seconded by Mr W. McLean, the 
reports were adopted. The balance-sheet, which showed an amount to credit, was adopted on 
the motion of Mr C. Chatwin, seconded by Mr McLauchlin. At the instance of Mr Robertson 
and Mr McLauchlin, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs Grundy for her kindness in giving 
practical instruction in cookery at the school during the past three years. The following were 
elected as committee for the ensuing year: - Messrs G. Wilson, D. Robertson, W. Cable, J. 
Hurlstone, D. Stewart, W. J. Gaudin, C. Hewitt, W. McLean and James Russell. The only other 
nomination was received a day too late, and the meeting decided that it could not be accepted. 
Votes of thanks were passed to the outgoing committee and to the teaching staff. Mr Robertson 



 
 

 
 

remarked that the teachers deserved great credit for the excellent order in which the interior of 
the school was kept. At a meeting of the new committee held subsequently, Mr Robertson was 
re-elected as chairman and Mr Wilson was elected as secretary 
 26th April 1898  During the past three years practical lessons in cookery have been given by 
Mrs Grundy, wife of the headmaster, at the Clyde quay State School. In his report for the year 
ending this month, presented at the annual meeting of householders last night, the headmaster 
stated that the lessons had been continued to the elder girls np to the present time. As, however, 
the Education Board had appointed a special teacher of cookery, it was no longer advisable, or 
necessary, that Mrs Grundy should continue the work. She wished to express her sense of the 
kindly consideration and assistance of the committee to her while she carried on the work, and 
she also wished to bear testimony to the unvarying good conduct of the girls who had received 
her instruction. The committee reported that they were exceedingly sorry that Mrs Grundy 
should have resigned her position as teacher of cookery. Mr Grundy, speaking at the meeting, 
said his wife had had considerable pleasure in initiating and carrying on the classes. He had 
reason to know that both parents and children had appreciated her efforts. In that fact she 
realised her reward. The classes were conducted as at South Kensington [London], so far as 
could be managed, Mrs Grundy having written to London and obtained from the School of 
Cookery the latest books on the subject, Mr D. Robertson said that Clyde quay had, he 
believed, taken the lead among the State schools of the country in this matter. Mrs Grundy had 
undertaken the task of giving tuition in cookery purely from love of the children and a desire 
that they should be fitted to take their place in the world. The meeting supplemented a vote of 
thanks accorded by the out-going committee by passing another by acclamation. It may be 
mentioned with reference to the classes that about 80 girls of the 5th, 6th and 7th standard 
classes received instruction per annum. 
11th May 1898 . The domestic economy classes arranged by the Education Board commenced 
in the downstairs lecture-room at the Board’s offices yesterday, under the direction of Miss 
Gertrude Ivey. The morning class was composed of 20 girls from the Mount Cook school, and 
the afternoon class of 20 girls from the Thorndon School. The classes will be continued each 
school-day. Girls from the other schools —Te Aro, Newtown, Terrace, Clyde quay and Rintoul 
street—attend during the remainder of the week. The morning class opens at half-past 10 
’clock, and the afternoon class at a quarter to two. Each class receives two hours* tuition. The 
present arrangement is for the schools to send in rotation 20 girls from the sixth and seventh 
standard classes. Each child is required to attend provided with an apron and sleeves and an 
exercise-book and pencil. Miss Ivey, who has a pleasant manner, and appears to be eminently 
practical, made a successful beginning yesterday, and her pupils seemed to be much interested 
in their work. 
16th  June 1898 PUBLIC SCHOOL TROPHIES. The trophies presented annually by Mr T. R. 
Fleming, Inspector of Schools, to the boys with the best bowling and batting averages in the 
public schools’ competition have been won by Sam Wills, Clyde quay, for bowling, average 2 
07, and by Harold Ralph, Mount Cook, for batting, average 47'75. The 12 months’ free 
membership annually offered by the Phoenix Cricket Club has been won by Albert Wills, 
Mount Cook, for batting, average 21.2, and by Sam Wills, Clyde quay, for bowling, average 
2.07.  



 
 

 
 

18th August 1898 OPENING OF ROSENEATH SCHOOL. At Roseneath on Saturday 
afternoon Sir Robert Stout opened the new district school which has just been completed. The 
committee, which consists of Messrs J. Wishart (chairman), P. Watt, S. P. Clements, W. 
Belcher, T. Ward and N. L. Gurr, together with the hon secretary (Mr H. C. Trollope), has for 
over two years had a hard struggle to get the school erected, but having persisted in its efforts, 
with the help of Mr Robertson (chairman) and other members of the Clyde quay Committee, 
has had the satisfaction of witnessing the completion of a strong and serviceable building on a 
good and healthy site. The contractor (Mr Harry Humphries, of Greytown North) [At this time 
there was another Greytown in Otago now called Allantown] has performed his work well, and 
to the utmost satisfaction of all concerned. The Chairman, in introducing Sir Robert Stout, 
mentioned the difficulties they had laboured under, and acknowledged the help they had 
received from the Clyde quay Committee 
29th September 1898 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence granted to Mary Hannay 
(Clyde Quay) 
7th October 1898 The Thorndon School Committee has accepted the services of Mr A. B. 
Charters, third assistant of the Clyde quay School, as second master at the Thorndon school. 
13th October 1898 Wellington Education Board: Third Assistant Master Clyde Quay: salary 
£100 
18th October 1898  For the post of assistant teacher at the Terrace School 12 applications have 
been sent in, and six for the position of third assistant it the Clyde quay School.  
31st October 1898 Mr W. Johnston, of the staff of the Masterton School, has been appointed 
second assistant at the Clyde quay School.  
3rd October 1898 The annual examinations of the city schools have been commenced by the 
Education Board’s inspectors, who began operations at the Rintoul street school at the 
beginning of the week. The examination at Clyde quay will commence this morning, and it is 
probable the Mount Cook will next be dealt with, but future arrangements are as yet incomplete, 
owing to the closing of the Newtown school on account of Mr Hulke’s death 
30th November 1898 Wellington Education Board: A deputation from the Clyde-quay 
School interviewed the Board with a request for a permanent assistant teacher in place of Mr. 
Johnston, whose health has broken down. The Chairman was authorised to take steps to fill the 
vacancy. 
2nd December 1898 Wellington Education Board: Clyde quay School; salary. £100 
14th December 1898 The annual breaking-up entertainment of the Clyde quay School was hold 
in Thomas’ Hall last evening, the place being packed to the doors. The pro-, gramme consisted 
of part songs, rounds, physical drill by boys and girls, a dialogue, “Wanted a Servant,” and 
items of a similar character, all being performed in a manner highly creditable to those who 
have had the training of the children in hand during the past few weeks. The formal breaking-
up of the school for the summer holidays takes place to-day. 
17th December 1898 Mr B. H. Ballachey, of Masterton, to be second assistant at Clyde 
quay;[By December 1899 Mr Ballachey was teaching at Karori School] 
30th December 1898 Wellington Education Board: Calls tenders for painting at Clyde quay 
school. 
 



 
 

 
 

1899	
1899 713 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £360.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Foster William H L D1  Assistant Master   £220.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Polson Donald D1  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £125.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Lynskey James H C3  Assistant Master   £100.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E1  Assistant Female   £90.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2 Assistant Female £80.00 
1899 713 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza E1  Assistant Female   £90.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Broome Kate E C4  Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W   Male Pupil teacher   £38.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Glover Jennie   Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Hannay Mary   Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Oliver Emily   Female Pupil Teacher   £32.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Van Stavern Lena   Female Pupil Teacher   £32.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Mackenzie Hilda   Female Pupil Teacher   £25.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Vaughan Frederick T   Male Pupil teacher   £25.00  
1899 713 Clyde Quay Blair Mary A   Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  

NB The average attendance has gone up by 31 and the staff is down by 3 at Decembers. 
Donald Polson started teaching for the Wellington Education Board as an assistant master at 
Clyde Quay in 1899 until 1903. He was at Thorndon still an assistant master 1904 to 1905. He 
was then headmaster of Northland 1904 to at least 1921’ In 1923 he was Headmaster of Karori 
School 
James H Lynskey also started his teaching career for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde 
Quay as an assistant master in 1899 and 1900. He was at Petone 1901 to 1919 and  from 1921 
to at least 1923 was Headmaster of Eketahuna District High School 
Sidney W Dempsey was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1898 to 1901, He was then assistant 
master at Clyde Quay when he was absent on War Duty. 
News has been received by his sister Miss Dempsey, of Wellington, that her brother, 
Sergeant Sidney W. Dempsey, formerly of the teaching staff of the' Clyde Quay School, has 
died of wounds received in the recent sanguinary battle in Flanders. Sergeant Dempsey, who 
was the .youngest son of the late Mr W. Dempsey of Wellington, was  born in 1880. He 
attended the Clyde Quay School, and on completing his course there became a pupil teacher in 
the school and was second assistant when he joined the. Forces on September 6th 1915 He left 
New Zealand with the 9th Reinforcement, N.Z. Rifle Brigade, and has since seen considerable 
service in Egypt and France. Sergeant Dempsey was an enthusiast in sport, being a very capable 
footballer and cricketer himself.' Playing for Wellington East, he held more than one century 
to his credit. His influence in regard to sport was very valuable at the Clyde Quay School, 
where he was extremely popular. In token or respect to his  memory the scholars of the upper 
standards of the school ceased work an hour earlier on Thursday afternoon.  
Jennie Glover only taught as a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde 
Quay 1898 to 1901 
Elizabeth L Benbow was a pupil teacher at Mt Cook infants in 1891 and at Terrace 1892 to 
1898. She then went to Clyde quay as an assistant 1899 to 1905. 



 
 

 
 

1906/4447 Elizabeth Louise Benbow Frederick William Prince 

 Frederick T Vaughan started as  a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1899 and at Rintoul Street 
1900 to 1902 and Mitchelltown 1903. And Mt Cook Boys’ in 1904 and 1905. 1906 to 1917 he 
was head of Paraparaumu. By 1919 he was headmaster at Taita until at least 1923 
Mary A Blair only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay for the one year 
3rd January 1899  Mr. Feist, who has been connected with Clyde- quay School for some time 
past, has been selected to take the position of Head Master of the Ohau School. The salary is 
£225 a year. [Only taught at Clyde Quay in 1892 had been sole teacher at Wainuiomata, 
Relieving at Levin and Sole teacher at Reikiorangi after Clyde Quay] 
26th January 1899 Wellington Education Board:  Assistant, Hastwell School-(salary, £80) —
Miss Jessie Davidson, Clyde quay School. 
31st January 1899 Mr E. W. Beaglehole, of the Clyde quay School, has accepted the position 
of bead teacher at the Dreyerton School, offered him by the Education Board. 
2nd February 1899 Wellington Education Board: Mr Lynskey appointed to the Clyde Quay 
school in the place of Mr Ballachey 
10th February 1899 The Clyde quay School picnic has been postponed until this day week. 
13th February 1899 Wellington Education Board: Assistant Master Clyde quay School. Salary, 
£150. 
23rd March 1899 Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, was emphatically 
of opinion that the accommodation for the district, which was a growing one. was insufficient, 
and that very shortly the pressure will have to be relieved by the erection of another school “ 
somewhere on Te Aro Flat.” He has constantly had to refuse admission to children. An 
overcrowded room, he truthfully remarked, is detrimental to a child’s health in spite of 
excellent ventilation, especially in hot weather, and in some class-rooms, which should not 
accommodate more than 50, 60 children  are placed. Besides, he stated, 60 children is a very 
large number for one teacher to attend to in the sixth, even fifth, or fourth standards, and there 
is no doubt that the numbers in several of the standards the teachers are required to control is 
excessive. Mr Grundy does not favour the enlargement of the school, as he is of opinion that; 
an army of 800 children is as much as one headmaster can manage satisfactorily. Mr Grundy 
said :—“ I am crowded everywhere and overcrowded in some sections. I am refusing children 
every day. . This places, the master in a wrong position. There should be ample 
accommodation, but it is not the master’s place to provide it.” The Roseneath School is not 
taken full advantage of, and consequently it has not brought the relief to the overcrowded Clyde 
Quay School that was expected. One serious effect of this condition of thins said Mr Grundy, 
is that compulsory attendance cannot be enforced. He gave instances. Children had been sent 
to the school by the Truant Inspector, and for want of room, he had had to refuse them 
admission. The number of children on the roll is now 787, and the average attendance 740—
an excellent record. The school was built for 750. The standard figures are Primers 248:  S1 62 
:S2 71: S3 91: S4 103: S5 68: S6 71: S7 70: 
25th April 1899 The report presented by the  secretary (Mr G. Wilson) of the Clyde Quay 
School Committee at the annual meeting held last evening stated! that meetings of the 
committee had been held regularly throughout the year, the average attendance of members 
being more than satisfactory. Repairs of a beneficial character have been carried out in and 



 
 

 
 

about the school buildings, and during the summer vacation the interior had been painted 
throughout. Thanks to the enthusiasm displayed by scholars and parents, the annual concert 
held in Thomas’s Hall had been a great success, the result of which was noticeable in the 
possession of a handsome piano. Various adjuncts in the way of pictures,- maps and scientific 
apparatus had been acquired during the year, and these were much appreciated by both teachers 
and scholars. The committee greatly deplored the death of the Rev J. Macphail, late first 
assistant master, whose happy knack of imparting knowledge made him as generally popular 
among the children as his unassuming manner did among their parents and his personal friends. 
Mr T. Grundy, the headmaster, was congratulated upon the excellent results achieved during 
the year. The committee was re-elected : Messrs D. Robertson, G. Wilson, W. Cable, W. J. 
Gaudin, J. Russell, C. Stewart, C. Hewitt, D, McLean, J. Hurlstone. Messrs Robertson and 
Wilson were reelected chairman and secretary respectively. 
3rd July 1899 On Friday afternoon some of the elder girls of the Clyde quay School gave a 
little entertainment in the large infant room in aid of the funds for the boys’ football club. A 
very enjoyable little programme was submitted, and at the close the school, football team 
showed its appreciation »of the girls’ endeavours by giving them three cheers. Although the 
admission was by the useful “threepenny,” a sum of £1 10s was raised. [There were 24 pennies 
in a pound] 
13th July 1899 Mr W! T. Grundy, headmaster of the  Clyde quay School, has -been elected by 
"the: Educational Institute' to represent the Wellington district -at "the forthcoming conference 
of Educational Boards. 
1st August 1899 There were thirty-five applicants for the position of assistant at the Clyde quay 
School, and Miss Benbow, ex-pupil of the Terrace School, was appointed. 
19th August 1899  On the eve of severing her connection with the Clyde quay School, Miss M. 
Zohrab, who recently resigned her position as teacher on account of her approaching marriage, 
was presenter.by the committee and teaching staff with a tea tray, teapot and milk jug in silver. 
Mr A. Robertson, chairman of the committee, made the presentation, and in doing so referred 
to the Moss the school had sustained at Miss Zohrab’s retirement. Kindly words were also 
spoken by the head teacher, Mr W.; T. Grundy, who alluded to the good fellowship' that existed 
among the members of his staff.  
30th October 1899 Messrs Fleming and Bakewell have finished their inspection of the 
Newtown State Schools and are at present at Clyde quay.  
1st December 1899  large number of school children assembled at Meech’s Baths, To Aro, on 
Wednesday' afternoon, at the .invitation of. Mr T. Shields, who intends spending his 
Wednesday afternoons in teaching the children of this city.. the art of swimming. The state of 
the weather, however, was unfavourable, but as the result of this gathering Mr Grundy, 
headmaster of the Clyde quay School, has had a talk with Mr Shields, and it is .intended to 
form a club in each school in this city'. Should this be done, the various schools will receive 
financial assistance from the Government, which lias placed the sum of £2OO on the Estimates' 
for this- purpose. 
14th December 1899 The annual concert of the Clyde quay School was held at the Choral Hall, 
and the programme, which was an excellent one, concluded with a cantata entitled ,; The 
Picnic.” Mr D. Robertson, chairman of the school committee, congratulated the children on the 
entertainment they had provided. 



 
 

 
 

14th December 1899 The teachers and scholars of the Clyde-quay schools met in the main 
room this s morning when Mr. Grundy head teacher, distributed to the pupils the certificates 
for regular attendance during the past year. There was no formal ceremony, . and the 
proceedings terminated with cheers for Mr. Grundy and his staff. 
26th December 1899 TENDERS for Painting the room of the Clyde quay Infant School will be 
received at my office up to noon of Friday, 29th inst., where specifications may be seen - 
THOS. TURNBULL, Architect.  
 

1900	
1900 713 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £360.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Foster William H L D1  Assistant Master   £220.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Polson Donald D1  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £ 125.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Lynskey James H C3  Assistant Master   £100.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza E1  Assistant Female   £90.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W    Male Pupil teacher   £45.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Smyth Annie    Female Pupil Teacher   £43.10  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Cederholm Daisy    Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Glover Jennie    Female Pupil Teacher   £42.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Oliver Emily    Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Van Stavern Lena    Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Atkins Marion    Female Pupil Teacher   £36.00  
1900 713 Clyde Quay Legg Florence    Female Pupil Teacher   £32.00  

Annie L Smyth was a pupil teacher Thorndon Infants’ 1898., Thorndon 1899, Clyde Quay  
1900-191 Mount Cook Boys’ 1902 ,1903 
Daisy O Cederholm was at Thorndon Infants 1898-1899 and Clyde Quay  1900-1901 as a 
pupil teacher. In 1902 was an assistant at Pahiatua, wasn’t teaching in December 1903. At 
Featherston 1904, and Mitchelltown in 1905 and 1906. 
1908/926 Daisy Oliana Cedarholm Robert Mitchell Irvine 
 Mr. Robert Irvine,-of Nelson, who won the rifle championship of New Zealand the year before 
last, was married at St. Thomas's Church, Wellington South, this afternoon to Miss 
Daisy Cederholm, eldest daughter of Mr. H. S. ' Cederholm, of Owen-street. The ceremony 
was performed by the Rev. J. Walker. The bride, who was until recently, head teacher of the 
Tory-street Kindergarten School, was attended by her sisters —Misses Myra and 
Sylvia Cederholm, and Miss E. Fossette. Mr. Walter Cederholm was best man. At the 
conclusion of the ceremony a reception was held at the residence of the bride's parents 
Marion Atkins was always a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board  1898 1899 at 
Mount Cook Infants and 1900 to 1903 at Clyde Quay. Died in 1945 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Florence E Legg was always a pupil teacher for the Wellington Education Board 1898 and 
1899 at Kilbirnie and 1900 to 1902 at Clyde Quay 
1903/1499 Florence Eveline Legg Alfred Arthur Warne 
1st February 1900 Wellington Education Board: Kate Broome pupil teacher Clyde quay 12 
months leave of absence granted 
16th February 1900 The annual picnic of the Clyde quay School will be held at Day's Bay to-
day, weather and circumstances permitting. 
24th February  1900 Boer war patriotic funds: Clyde Quay School staff   £2 2s 0d 
1st March 1900 Wellington Education Board: re teacher’s salary and financial difficulties was 
this: W Grundy is being paid  £15 in excess of regulations [Along with a lengthy list of others] 
7th April 1900 That portion of Clyde quay in front of the school was at one time entirely 
covered by about twelve inches of water, [12 inches= 30.8 Centimetres] 
 and it was quite impossible to walk from Courtenay place into 'Tory street, the roads and 
footpaths being submerged to a depth of from   six to eighteen inches for a hundred yards 
beyond the Albion Hotel.  
24th April 1900 The report of the committee of the' Clyde quay school was very satisfactory, 
and the balance-sheet showed a credit balance in hand. Last year’s committee was re-elect-ed 
as follows:—D. Robertson (chairman), G. Wilson (secretary and treasurer), G. McLean, W. 
O.- Gaudin, Chas. Stewart, T. B. Hewitt, Wm. Cable, T. Hurleston, and James Russell.  
22nd June 1900 Ex-pupils of the Clyde quay School who have not yet received invitations to 
the ex-pupils’ “social” are requested to apply to the headmaster, or to Mr E. S. Hylton, 
secretary, care of Education Board.  
23rd June 1900 A concert at the skating rink to raise funds for a football trip to Christchurch 
included: dumb-bell drill and club swing. Clyde quay School 
28th June 1900 Wellington Education Board: Miss Mary Hannay resignation accepted. 
28th June 1900 For the purpose of celebrating the breaking-up for the mid-winter vacation, and 
at. the. same time to collect fund:! for the purchase of a piano, the kindergarten division of the 
Clyde quay State School gave a concert and afternoon tea in the infant school, to which the 
parents of the scholars wore invited. The youngsters sang several glees in a creditable manner. 
A very pleasant afternoon was spent. Refreshments were gratuitously supplied by the parents 
and friends of the pupils. 
5th July 1900 Wellington Education Board: Mary Hannay resignation accepted 
14th July 1900 Football (Rugby) The Wellington public school boys have proved themselves 
a very smart and clever combination, and the knowledge of: tin#, .finer points of the game 
possessed by the back division surprised critics of the game in Christchurch. Their advance 
play was clearly the result of the excellent coaching they had- received, principally from Mr J. 
Lynskey- (of Clyde quay School), Seven of Mr Lynskey’s boys being members of—the team.- 
Though the-Wellington. boys failed to win against .Canterbury—a draw, being the result of the 
match—they had- decidedly the best of -the game and were prevented, from running’ over their 
opponents only by -reason of the crushing weight of  the latter, 
4th August 1900 TEACHERS' REVIEW OF THE POSITION. SOME INTERESTING 
FIGURES. A large and representative gathering of teachers assembled al Clyde quay 
School yesterday to consider the report drawn up by a special committee of the Teachers’  



 
 

 
 

Institute on the position of the Board of Education in respect to teachers’ salaries. Mr T H  Gill 
presided.  
Mr T. Grundy, convener of the meeting, read the report as follows: —* •’The finances of the 
Education Board of this district have fallen into such a had state that Hie Board is compelled 
lo take drastic-measures to set them right. It appears (hat the proposed measures will entail 
great hardship on teachers, and great disorganisation of the schools. In discussing the matter, 
the Board has declared its present position to lie due- (1) To allowing the staffs in many schools 
to rise above the scale, and (2) to the salaries of many teachers being above the scale………….. 
24th September 1900 Grand Concert of the Clyde Quay Ex-pupils has included: 1st Dumbbell 
drill-Pupils of the Clyde quay school and 9th Pole drill- pupils of Clyde  
13th December 1900 A communication from the Clyde quay School Committee 'stating that “ 
far too little attention is paid to writing in our schools ” brought up a. long discussion on the 
virtues of sloping as against vertical writing at yesterday's meeting of the Education Board. In 
answer to questions, Mr R. Lee, the senior inspector of the Board, said the inspectors had not 
laid down a. hard and fast rule in regard to  writing,, but they frequently complained to masters 
that “ too much was left in- the book, and not enough attention paid to showing the pupils how 
to write loop by loop and piece by piece.” For the last seven or eight years a more upright style 
of writing had been in vogue than obtained formerly, and the copybook texts were far more 
upright—by about fifteen degrees —than had formerly been the case. The inspectors left it to 
the headmasters to select a model of handwriting, and ware content so long as the children were 
taught systematically and well. The Board decided to ask its inspectors to have the question of 
Handwriting debated at the conference of inspectors to be held at Wellington late in January. 
18th December 1900 CLYDE . QUAY SCHOOLTHE Annual Concert in aid of the  School 
and Sports Funds will be held in St. Mark’s School, THIS (Tuesday) EVENING at 7.30. 
Admission Adults, Is; children, 6d 

1901	
1901 684 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £320.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Cowles Jabez A B2  Assistant Master   £230.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Polson Donald D1  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £150.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Price  Herbert E D4  Assistant Master   £110.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza E1  Assistant Female   £105.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £90.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2  Assistant Female   £90.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Smyth Annie L   Female Pupil Teacher   £51.10  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Cederholm Daisy O   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Oliver Emily   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Glover Jenny   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Atkins Marion   Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D4  Male Pupil teacher   £50.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Legg Florence   Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay Castle John   Male Pupil teacher   £25.00  
1901 684 Clyde Quay McLean Janet   Female Pupil Teacher   £20.00  



 
 

 
 

Jabez A Cowles was a Pupil Teacher at Carterton 1903 and 1904. As an assistant at 
Mangatainoka 1892 to 1894. Te Aro 1895 to 1900. Then as first assistant at Clyde Quay 1901 
to 1904. In 1905 with a BA he was secondary teaching at Normal Model School as an assistant. 
[A Model school was where training college students received advice on how to teach]. In 1914 
and 1915 he was attached to Carterton School but was away on war duty’ By 1917 he was at 
Carterton as Headmaster until at least 1919 
31st January 1901 Clyde quay—The first amount stated shows the teacher’s present salary; the 
second the amount of proposed increase. 
[Note £1 in December 1901 is equivalent to $196.66 in September 2021] 
Clyde quay W. T. Grundy, £310 ; £37 7s '  
Clyde quay—W. Foster, £220 ; £5 14s  
Clyde quay—E. McGowan, £125; £53 4s  
Clyde quay—J. Lynskey. £100; £10  
Clyde quay—E. Scott, £90; £86 8s [As printed] 
Clyde quay—A. Robinson, £80; £2O  
Clyde quay—E. Benbow, £80 ; £10  
Clyde quay —S. Dempsey, £45; £5  
Clyde quay—D. Cederholm, £42; £8  
Clyde quay—A. Smyth, £42; £8  
Clyde quay—E. Oliver, £36; £14 Clyde quay— 
L. Van Staveren, £36;. £l4  
Clyde quay —F. Legg, £32; £8  
Clyde quay —M. Atkins, £36 ; £14 
20th February 1920 Mr J A. Cowles, headmaster ot the Carterton District' High School, has 
been offered an inspectorship for the. Education Department, which .in all probability he will 
accept. Mi Cowles served with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force, attaining the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and winning several honours.  
Herbert E Price was a Pupil Teacher at Brooklyn in 1899 and 1900. An assistant at Clyde 
Quay 1901 to 1903 and at the Terrace School in 1904 and 1905 resigned in September 1906 
John Castle only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde quay in 1901 and 1902 
as a pupil teacher 
Janet McLean was a Pupil Teacher at Clyde quay 1901 to 1904. Then was at Kaitara later 
Morrison’s Bush East of Greytown in 1905 and 1906 
9th February 1901 The swimming races in connection with the Clyde Quay school were held 
at the To Aro baths yesterday afternoon. The results were as follows: —Championship ( gold 
medal presented by Mr Bay)—W. Hyde, 1; D. Elias, 2; A. Black, 3. Junior Championship 
(silver medal presented by Mr Bay)—P. Wilton, 1: J. McLean, 2. Senior Handicap (Mr 
Davidson’s prize)—W. Hyde, 1; A. Black, 2. Junior Handicap—J. McLean, 1; M. May, 2. 
Neatest Dive —P. Wilton and H. Meech, tie, 1; W. Wilton, 2.  
12th February 1901 Wellington Education Board: Third Assistant Master, Clyde quay 
School. Salary £IOO. 
14th February 1901. In the first review of teachers’ salaries was this taken by the Wellington 
Education Board to the Education Minister: In the Clyde quay School fourteen teachers 
received increases, and three did not; in the Thorndon  School two received increases and ten 



 
 

 
 

did not: in Newtown twelve received prizes and eleven did not; and in Masterton three received 
additions and eight did not.  
7th March 1901 Mr Herbert Price, of Brooklyn School, has also been promoted, and is now 
third assistant master in the Clyde quay School, to take the place of Mr Lynskey, transferred to 
Petone 
9th March 1901 in a long article re teachers’ salaries was this:  For third assistant master Clyde 
quay school, salary £IOO-, there were eleven, applicants, all single, ages twenty to twenty 
eight.  
21st March 1901 Wellington Education Board: Clyde quay — (680), first male assistant,' £230 
"(£10) ; second do., £160 (£10) ; third do , £110 (£10) ; first female assistant, £155, (£30) ; 
second do., £105 (£15) ; pupil teacher, £55 (£5) ; three pupil teachers, £50 (£8) ; pupil teachers, 
£47, £41 (two), £37, £25 (each £5 increase The next list of wage increases shows: 
28th March 1901  Mr Grundy, of Clyde quay school; suggested that employers were now 
beginning to feel the effects of the drain caused by the South African war. “It is true/’ said he, 
“ that there was existing before the wax began a certain demand! for boys to fill situations in 
town, but since then this demand has been accentuated. At the present time I am repeatedly 
receiving applications from offices and firms in town who have places vacant, and the fact is 
that I cannot supply the demand. I have had as many as three a week of these applications.” 
25th April 1901 School Committee: Clyde quay. —Messrs D. Robertson (chairman), George 
Wilson (secretary), D. McLean, W. Cable, W. J. Gaudin J. Russell, A. B. Clater, C. Stewart, 
and E. Hurlestone. The balance-sheet showed a sum, to credit of £ls 4s 5d, although the 
committee had during the year purchased a piano for the Infants’ School, and subscribed £10 
towards the library. 
1st May 1901 Mr W. Foster, first assistant master of the Clyde quay School, has been appointed 
headmaster at Mitchelltown 
4th June 1901 Appearance in Court as a witness for a Mitchelltown teacher: W. T. Grundy,, 
headmaster of the Clyde quay school, stated that after a severe punishment it was not unusual 
for blood blisters to appear. He did net think the punishment was as .severe as the evidence 
showed. Ho considered that if the bruises were apparent seventeen days afterwards, it was 
evidence of severe punishment. Ho had never beaten a boy so that blood blisters were raised 
on his hands or wales on his back After examining the boy, His Worship said that the case was 
of importance to defendant and to teachers generally. It required mature consideration, and he 
would reserve judgment. 
9th May 1900 First Assistant Master, Clyde quay School.- Salary, £220 
4th June 1900 During the discussion yesterday on, the arrangements for the children’s share in 
the Royal reception display, Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay school, declared 
that in regard to the erection of platforms, “the children had not been, properly dealt with; they 
had been thrown over absolutely.” In consequence of this, Mr Grundy predicted that the 
children’s part of the reception would be a ‘‘gigantic failure.” The children “would not he able 
to see anything; the whole thing had been muddled; and the; little ones had been left severely 
out in the cold.” 
6th June 1901 One of the most remarkable features of the fire is that the house of Mr Grundy, 
standing at the corner of Hawker and Moeller streets, and apparently right in the track of the 
flames, should have been saved. The entire credit for this Mr Grundy attributes to the brigade. 



 
 

 
 

Interviewed on the 30th by a representative of the “New Zealand Times,” Mr Grundy, who is 
well-known as the headmaster of the Clyde quay School, was standing in the midst of a 
confusion of furniture and other household articles strewn about his drawing room and hall. He 
had worked hard the previous night to save his property, and he was now working hard to sort 
it out and restore it to an appearance of order. “We are very thankful that we have a roof over 
our heads,” he said. “Several times this house was on fire, and it is due to the brigade to say 
that they have saved it. It was wonderful to see how those men worked. They worked like 
demons.” ’Even though it was saved, Mr Grundy’s house presented the appearance of a house 
which had come through a siege. Windows were broken and electric globes torn down, and 
furniture scattered in every direction. Well-meaning friends had invaded the house at the 
appearance of danger, and their efforts to save had not in every instance been well-directed. 
But of all this Mr  Grundy would say nothing. He was sincerely grateful for the fact that, whilst 
his neighbours had lost everything, his house had been saved. Two other houses which he 
owned in Moeller street were swept down in the general destruction. One of these was occupied 
by Mr R. Darroch, first assistant at Te Aro School. His case is peculiarly unfortunate, as only 
on the previous day the funeral of his child took place, and great sympathy has been expressed 
for him in the double affliction which has befallen him. The other house was that occupied by 
the’ Rev F. Hales. As Mrs Hales is in delicate health, she suffered considerably from the shock, 
as well as the risk involved in rising from a sick bed to face a howling gale at two ’clock in the 
morning……….. 
8th June 1901 Mr W. Foster, who has been first assistant at the Clyde quay School for some 
years, was yesterday presented by Mr W. T. Grundy, on behalf of the pupils, with a handsome 
silver watch. In making the presentation, Mr Grundy referred to the ability, energy and 
unselfishness displayed by Mr Foster in his work. Mr Foster has been appointed head master 
at Mitchelltown. 
27th June 1901 Teachers’ Salary Commission:  Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde 
quay school, was the next witness. H© said he was strongly in favour of a colonial scale, 
principally because it was likely to better the condition of education generally. He read a table 
which he had drawn up showing the ranges of salaries in the different districts of the colony 
under the present state of affairs. The existing system was defective, in one respect, through 
the employment of too many pupil teachers. In some districts the number of pupil teachers 
employed was in proportion greater than it was in others. Of the larger districts, Otago 
employed very few pupil teachers, while Wellington stood out as having the largest proportion. 
A colonial scale of salaries would practically ear-mark the teachers’ salary fund. Some beards 
had been training teachers for other districts, where no adequate training was given. In 
Wellington and some other districts money had been taken from the maintenance fund for the 
purposes of technical instruction. The payment of women teachers was very small indeed as 
compared with the payment of men teachers. Pupil teachers had been multiplied to such an 
extent in the Wellington district that the school staffs were overcrowded with them. 
29th June 1901 CLYDE -QUAY SCHOOL. PARENTS and Guardians are notified that the 
School will not re-open until WEDNESDAY, 3rd July. DAVID ROBERTSON, Chairman 
13th July 1901  On leaving Te Aro School to take up the position of first assistant iv the Clyde 
quay School, Mr. J. A. Cowles was presented by his late fellow teachers with a large collection 
of books.  



 
 

 
 

2nd November 1901 On his arrival at the Clyde quay State School at 11.30 a.m. Sir Hector 
Macdonald was received by the Hon W. C. Walker (Minister of Education), Messrs J. P„. Blair 
(chairman of the Education Board), G. Wilson (secretary of the School Committee), and W. T. 
Grundy (headmaster of the school). Several other gentlemen prominent in education circles 
were present. A large crowd of people gathered in the street during the visit. The General went 
through the class-room and watched the scholars at their tasks. He also saw club-swinging by 
the girls, dumb-bell exercises by a squad of boys under Mr D. M. Poison, end the drilling of a 
company of some fifty-six cadets under Captain Cowles. The cadets were put through various 
movements, and Sir Hector expressed himself as very highly pleased with their intelligence 
and voiced the hope that they would soon be armed with rifles which they could fire. At the 
request of Lord Ranfurly and Sir Hector Macdonald, the scholars were granted a holiday in the 
afternoon.  
 Wikipedia: The son of a crofter, MacDonald left school before he was 15, enlisted in 
the Gordon Highlanders as a private at 17, and finished his career as a major general, a rare 
example of a British Army general who rose through the ranks on merit alone.[1] He 
distinguished himself in action at Omdurman (1898), became a popular hero in Scotland and 
England, and was knighted for his service in the Second Boer War. Posted to Ceylon (now Sri 
Lanka) as Commander-in-Chief of British forces, he committed suicide in 1903 following 
accusations of homosexual activity with local boys 
19th December 1901 Mr Polson, of the Clyde quay School, has been appointed by the Defence 
Department to act as captain of the Institute Naval Cadets, and will assume command at the 
beginning of the new year. It is expected that the corps will be brought under the new defence 
regulations, by which means renewed interest will attach to the corps. 
31st December 1901 Wellington Education Board: Assistant Clyde Quay Salary £115 

1902	
1902 649 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £350.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Cowles Jabez A B2  Assistant Master   £240.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £175.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Polson Donald M D1  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Scott Eliza E1  Assistant Female   £130.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Price  Herbert E D4  Assistant Master   £120.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £100.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2  Assistant Female   £85.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D4  Assistant Master   £80.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Legg Florence E    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Oliver Emily    Female Pupil Teacher   £ 50.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Feist Hannah E    Female Pupil Teacher   £50.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Castle John G    Male Pupil teacher   £40.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay McLean Janet    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  
1902 649 Clyde Quay Atkins Marion    Female Pupil Teacher   £40.00  

Hannah E Feist  was a pupil teacher Mount Cook Infants’ 1899 to 1901 and Clyde Quay 1902 
and 1903. She was then an assistant teacher at Muratai [Eastbourne] 194 to 1907. Then Mt 
Cook Infants’ 1908 to at least 1923 when my records end 



 
 

 
 

4th December 1931 Miss H. E. Feist, assistant at Mount Cook, is retiring at the end of. January, 
after 31 years' service. She was appointed to Mount Cook in 1908, and prior to that was at -
Muritai for, three years 
195525431 Feist Hannah Elizabeth 75Y 
3rd January 1902 Wellington Education Board: Assistant Clyde Quay £115 
5th March 1902 Wellington Education Board review of salaries included: Clyde 
quay— Elizabeth McGowan, Present Salary £125 Colonial Salary-£175; Jabez Cowles, 
Elizabeth Scott, £90—£130; Herbert Price, £100—£120; Alice Robinson, £80—£110; 
Elizabeth Benbow, £8O— £145; Sidney Dempsey, £50—£80  
8th March 1902  Mr. D. M. Poison, second assistant master of the Clyde- quay school, has been 
appointed Captain of the Wellington Boys' Institute Naval Artillery Cadets, as from 7th 
February. 
8th March 1902 First mention of Girls’ swimming at Clyde Quay School 50 yds 
Championship—Irene Grubb, Clyde quay School, 1; Violet Seaver, Mount Cook, 2; Nellie 
Billows, Clyde quay, 12th March 1902 
12th March 1902  The result of the military examination of school teachers under the 
Wellington Education Board, which took i place on 21st December, is as follows: —Mr E. H. 
Ballachey, Newtown School, I musketry 84, discipline 90, duties 99, squad 100, company 77, 
practical 61; total 511, or 85 per cent. Mr D. M. Poison, Clyde quay School, musketry 65, 
discipline 97, duties 88, squad 63, company 73, practical 94; total 480, or 80 per cent……… 
13th March 1902 The Clyde quay School Committee has made one of its members, Mr Geo. 
Wilson, a present of a travelling-rug, on the occasion of his leaving on a visit to the Old 
Country. 
14th April 1902 Mr Bay, jeweller, has presented to the Clyde quay School two handsome 
medals—one of gold and one of silver—to be competed for at the school swimming sports. 
[Presumably for Boys’ only] 
29th April 1902  At the Clyde Quay School householders’ meeting Mr D. Robertson presided. 
The report, which was adopted, stated that Mr Foster, the late first assistant, had obtained well-
deserved promotion to the charge of the Mitchelltown School, and his place has been filled by 
Mr Cowles. The headmaster and teachers collected the sum of £13 for the science fund, some 
portion of which is being expended. The school won the two swimming championships which 
wero open to all public schools in the district. The thanks of the school are duo to Mr Bay for 
having presented two medals for competition. The headmaster’s report stated that during the 
post year the school had remained full, and at the present time, except in the infant department 
and the two upper classes, there are no vacant places. In the competition for Education Board 
scholarships, a scholarship was awarded to Ruth Waterhouse._ The treasurer’s report showed 
a credit balance of £31 9s 3d. 
Votes of thanks were passed to Mr Grundy (headmaster) and his staff for their efficient 
teaching, and also to the committee. The following committeemen were reelected:—Messrs J. 
Russell, A. B. Clater, E. Hurlestone, D. Robertson, D. McLean, G. Wilson, W. J. Gaudin, W. 
Cable, C. Stewart. The committee afterwards met, and elected Mr D. Robertson chairman, Mr 
A. B. Clater secretary and Mr D. McLean treasurer. 
 



 
 

 
 

7th May 1902 Wellington Education Board: A deputation from Clyde quay, introduced by Mr 
D. Robertson, was informed that the Board would take into favourable consideration the 
provision of a science table at the Clyde quay School. The chairman was empowered to deal 
with the matter. 
23rd June 1902 A very interesting concert was given by the pupils of the Clyde quay 
'School before the adjournment for the midwinter holiday. The programme included songs and 
recitations by the more advanced scholars, whilst an excellent violin and pianoforte duet was 
played by Misses Mabel Steen and Geraldine Stuart, two pupils of Miss Julia Moran. A piano 
solo“ was given by Miss Edith Hornby. Several 'choruses were sung, and exhibitions given of 
physical drill. 
24th June 1902 Coronation Day: Special demonstrations in connection with Coronation Day at 
the Clyde quay school (the scholars of which have been invited to a concert in the evening),  
27th June 1902 In response to a telegram from the general committee, the Clyde quay 
School abandoned its intended programme, which included a tea at the school, and a concert 
at the Choral Hall, and confined itself to the tea. Accordingly, each class assembled at the 
school, where they had decorated their respective classrooms. In the rooms of the first and 
second standards there was an abundance of ferns. The third and fourth standards affected 
evergreens, anti the fifth displayed the New Zealand ensign in a conspicuous place, with 
mottoes in minor positions. The sixth standard had its room very prettily adorned with ribbons, 
and the seventh made a specialty of the school colours. In all the rooms there were numerous 
photographs of royalty. In regaling the children with the abundance of refreshments provided, 
the staff was assisted by members of the committee and by Mesdames Grundy, McLean, 
Gaudin, Davis, Clater, Lamb and Hurlstone, and a number of young ladies. At the request of 
the genera] committee, music  of any kind was dispensed with, hut the children, needless to 
say, enjoyed themselves to the top of their bent. Mr W T. Grundy, the headmaster, supervised 
the function. 
12th August 1902: School Cadets: At a conference between Major Loveday and headmasters 
of the city schools in reference to the new regulations regarding school cadets, the opinion was 
strongly expressed that the movement would have little chance of success unless competent 
military instructors were appointed. A number of applications are coming in from schools in 
all parts of the district for recognition. In the city, the Mount Cook Boys’ School has applied 
for two companies, and To Aro, Terrace, Clyde quay and Thorndon for one each.  
30th October 1902 Wellington Education Board:  The leave of absence granted to Miss J. 
Glover, Clyde quay, was extended, on account of illness in her family 
11th December 1902 Wellington Education Board: A deputation from the Clyde quay 
School Committee attended to ask that the school buildings be painted and the asphalt repaired. 
The Board regretted being unable to undertake the painting at present but directed that the 
asphalt should he repaired.  

1903	
1903 635 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £345.16  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Cowles Jabez A B2  Assistant Master   £235.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Assistant Female   £165.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Polson Donald M D1  Assistant Master   £150.00  



 
 

 
 

1903 635 Clyde Quay Price  Herbert E D3  Assistant Master   £115.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £100.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D3  Assistant Master   £80.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Castle John G   MP4   £50.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay McLean Janet   FP4   £50.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Atkins Marion   FP4   £50.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Feist Hannah E   FP4   £50.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Goldsmith K M   FP3   £40.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Taylor Clara M   FP3   £40.00  
1903 635 Clyde Quay Yeats Esma   FP1   £20.00  

Alice F Robinson started her career 1887 and 1888 at Courtenay Place and 1890 to 1893 at 
Clyde Quay as a Pupil Teacher/ Then as an assistant from 1894  to at least 1917 still at Clyde 
Quay [ Alice M Robinson also taught for the Wellington Education Board  1913 to at least 
1923] 
Kath M Goldsmith. Was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1903 to 1905  and then as an assistant 
Female 1906 and 1907 and finished her career with Wellington Education Board at Levin in 
1908 
Clara M Taylor only taught at Clyde Quay as a pupil teacher in 1903 and 1904 
Esma Yeats only taught in 1903 as a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay  
14th February 1903  It has been decided to hold the Clyde- quay school picnic, which was 
postponed on Friday lost, at Day's Bay, on Tuesday next. The Committee hopes parents and 
friends will give the outing their support.  
10th January 1903 Clyde Quay is another good all round team with whips of luck and pluck. 
The bowling of Iorns is first class, and he is ably backed up by Castle. _ These boys dismissed 
Brooklyn in one innings for 0 runs which is surely a record.  hen batting the Clyde Quay boys 
open their Shoulders and get as many boundaries as Possible in the shortest possible time.  
29th January 1903 Wellington Education Board: Elizbeth Scott’s resignation accepted 
4th February 1903 Wellington Education Board:  Female Assistant, Clyde quay; salary .£120 
4th February 1903 Wellington Education Board: Pupil Teachers passed list included: Third 
Year John Castle: Clyde quay Janet McLean Clyde quay  
21st March 1903 THIS WEEK'S GRAPHIC. CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL, WELLINGTON. 
Four Pages of Pictures—A Complete Collection— Every Scholar Shown. 
26th March 1903 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence  granted to Miss Florence  
Legg of Clyde quay school. 
28th April 1903 School Committee: At the meeting at the Clyde quay School, the balance-
sheet showed a credit of £5. The old committee was re-elected, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to it for its past services. The members of the committee are as follows;—Messrs R. 
Robertson (chairman), A. B. Clater (secretary), W. J. Gaudin (treasurer), William Cable, James 
Bussell, George Wilson, Donald McLean, Charles Stewart and Eli Hurleston.  
30th April 1903 Wellington Education Board: Resigned Miss Glover pupil teacher Clyde Quay. 
30th April 1903 Wellington Education Board: Miss Oliver pupil teacher at Clyde quay 
promoted to Pongaroa  School 



 
 

 
 

26th May 1903 Empire Day: At the Clyde quay school the chairman of the committee (Mr D. 
Robertson) and the headmaster (Mr W. T. Grundy) made patriotic speeches. Mr Robertson 
offered prizes to the boy and girl who "would produce the best essays upon the most noteworthy 
events of the reign of Queen Victoria. Cheers were given for the King, the Empire and the 
colony.  
30th September 1903 In a long article on the Bible in School was this piece: Mr W. T. 
Grundy (Clyde quay school) While agreeing that there should be some form of religious 
instruction given to children, maintained that it should not com/e from the State school teacher. 
He was an officer of the State, and it would be a dangerous principle to have him brought within 
the sphere of conflicting interests, and have his general work affected. There was no reason 
why the lesson should not be given in the morning before the general work of the school began. 
The school might be left open from 9 till 9.30 for those who wished to come and give religious 
instruction. Had a genuine effort been made by the churches to give such instruction, many of 
the teachers would have been very glad to help; and now he promised that they would be very 
glad to assist in maintaining discipline. The most serious objection, to his mind, was the bogey 
of denominationalism. If these text-books were introduced, and he were asked to give his vote 
as to whether Catholics should receive money from the State funds, he would give his vote in 
that direction ; he did not see how he could honestly do otherwise………. 
11th December 1903 An interesting scene was witnessed on the Basin Reserve yesterday, when 
a number of schoolboys, members or. school cadet corps, assembled for one of the two parades 
which are to be held every year. The cadet corps of this district are divided into two battalions, 
East and West and it was the East Battalion which paraded yesterday, made up as follows; —
Clyde quay School, - 41 under Captain Poison; South Wellington 41, Captain McKenzie; 
Kilbirnie, 49, lieutenant Proctor; Newtown No--1 44, Captain Wilson; Newtown No. 2,’ 31, 
Captain Ballachey. The Roseneath cadets, who are also part of the battalion, were not present. 
The boys looked very mart,' some of them wearing blue "fisher caps, and others .the Glengarry 
cap issued by the Government, whilst the youthful officers, bearing their drawn swords, 
appeared duly sensible of the importance of their rank. The lads went through their drill with 
great credit, their evolutions, as they obeyed the orders called out to them by the officer in 
command of the battalion, Major Cowles, being worthy of much older volunteers.. 
19th December 1903 At the Clyde quay school there was a breaking-up ceremony yesterday 
morning, the chairman of 'the committee (Mr D, Robertson), Mr Gondin  (a committeeman) 
and Mr Grundy (the headmaster) being the speechmakers. The infant pupils ! the school Sang 
a carol song, and were rewarded with lollies, after which Mr Robertson complimented their 
teacher (Miss McGowan) on the excellent training; she had given her charges/ Attendance 
prizes were given to four boys and one girl who had not missed attendance during the year on 
a single school day. 
23rd December 1903 The Clyde Quay State School, erected by the Wellington Education 
Board in 1889, has an attendance or total rollcall of 740 in girls, boys and infants, with an 
average attendance of 630, and is one of the famous schools of Wellington. Its principal. Mr 
William Thomas Grundy is ably assisted by the following staff: —Mr Cowles, in charge of the 
seventh standard ; Mr Poison, the sixth, Miss Davis, the fifth; Mr Price and Miss Dempsey, the 
fourth (boys), and Miss Benbow, the fourth (girls). Miss Robinson, the third; Mr Castle, the 
second; Miss McLean, the first; and Miss McGowan, entrusted with the most sacred charge of 



 
 

 
 

all—the infants. Since taking charge in 1889, Mr Grundy has turned out many brilliant scholars, 
as the roll of honour unmistakably shows, no less than 33 Education Board scholarships, 
entitling the winners to a CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL, WELLINGTON course of tuition at the 
Wellington College or the Girls’ High School, and four Queen’s scholarships —a very worthy 
record, and one of which parents and teacher are alike naturally proud.  
On my arrival at the school, Mr Grundy, while extending the greatest  courtesy and 
consideration, took me through the whole school, lucidly explaining his -capital system of 
school management, and showing me many  examples of school work, and the different 
standards at work, all of which was most interesting, the chief features of which were the rapid 
progress being achieved in writing, expertness in geographical knowledge, arithmetic, freehand 
drawing, and all the other items of the prevailing admirable curriculum. Of handwriting, Mr 
Grundy, similar to many others of our greatest  teachers, holds it, rightly too, that in the 
formation of our hieroglyphics lies the true index to character, whilst as to the performance of 
all the other branches of education, his maxim is stereotyped in these indelible accents: “if 
work be worth doing, it is worth doing well.’’ The children of the different standards appeared 
to be   of a superior class, they being neatly clad, well-behaved, and intelligent; as a 
consequence, Mr Grundy and staff exhibit pardonable pride in them.  
The Clyde Quay School, which is fitted up with all the most recent improvements, contains in 
the main building seven rooms, all of which are lofty well ventilated, scrupulously clean and 
tidy, and, being well situated on a dry slope, should  be very healthy, especially as the 
playground surrounding the buildings are asphalted, and have shelter sheds, which are used for 
recreative  purposes during wet weather. The infant department, a separate building, has three 
rooms, and is equally healthy, attractive, and cheerful. 
It will be seen that whilst the Clyde Quay School holds its own for proficiency amongst 
colonial schools, jet it does not appear to be one whit behind them in the matter of the training 
and cultivation of physique, for the freedom with which healthy sport and outdoor exercise is 
indulged in by both teacher and pupil leaves no room for doubt on the subject. Small wonder, 
then, if the principal and staff are decidedly popular with the scholars, who are daily drilled in 
military manoeuvres, and encouraged in cricket, football and other manly athletics, whilst the 
girls are equally encouraged in tennis, etc. In conclusion, I must not omit mention of one of the 
most pleasing sights vouchsated me in the march in and out of the whole school to musical 
accompaniments, and as the hundreds and hundreds of bright little faces trooped in by the wide 
corridor, in excellent time and step, it was a pleasant sight, once witnessed rarely forgotten. 
Speaking of children generally and their ways, Mr Grundy let fall, with a kind of smile, as we 
watched the juveniles, " Like children? If I  did not I would never have become a teacher. For 
instance, in my school, I like to encourage them in many ways, some of which you would have 
noted on the walls of the schoolroom. I refer to the best examples in freehand drawing, which 
are put up there for the encouragement of the pupil. Boys and girls like to see their work taken 
notice of. Another incentive to good work is the system being adopted by the staff in putting 
upon the writing lessons the stamp “Good.’ ” “Admirable,” assented I, thanking Mr Grundy 
and withdrawing. Views of the standards and the school buildings are given in this issue. 
23rd December 1903 Wellington Illustrated Weekly: and here we have two pages of views and 
groups taken in connection with the Clyde Quay school, Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster, a 
capital portrait of whom appears amidst groups of his pupils.  



 
 

 
 

30th December 1903 Masterton School review included Then came Headmaster Grundy, who 
to-day has charge of the Clyde quay School, a Very strict disciplinarian, who knew just when 
to coach and when to thrash a fellow, to whom “Special” is not a little indebted for many a 
good sound piece of advice and chastisement in times past, of which ever since he has been a 
strong advocate, the dual blending being of rare benefit to wayward—not backward—-
scholars……. 

 

Photo Clyde Quay School 23rd December 1903 

1904	
1904 639 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £343.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Cowles Jabez A B2  Assistant Master   £235.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay McGowan Elizabeth E1  Mistress   £165.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Fanning James F D4  Assistant Master   £130.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2  Assistant Female   £120.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D3  Assistant Master   £115.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £100.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Hutton James D4  Assistant Master   £ 85.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D3  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Goldsmith K M    FP4   £ 55.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Taylor Clara M    FP4   £50.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay McLean Janet    FP5   £40.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Webb Hilda M    FP3   £40.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Thornton Marion    FP2   £30.00  
1904 639 Clyde Quay Atkin Ernest    MP2   £30.00  

James F Fanning started his Wellington Education Board teaching as sole teacher at Ihuarau 
Valley  north east of Masterton close to Eketahuna [Pronounced by locals as  Ish-er-are] 1899 
to 1901. 1902-1903 Kilbirnie: 1904-1909 Clyde Quay: 1910 -1915  South was in the armed 
forces in 1917: 1919-1921 head of 2 teacher Korokoro school  and when my records in 1923 
was at Ocean Bay School in Port Underwood as headmaster 
James Hutton was a pupil teacher in 1901 at Newtown. In 1902-1903 Johnsonville. Then as 
Assistant Master 1904-1906 Clyde Quay. 1907 Terrace DHS Then presumably 2 years absent 



 
 

 
 

at training college  followed by 1910- 1915 Terrace School with a MA. Resigned from Terrace 
April 1916 He served in the armed forces  and there was a James Hutton appointed Head 
teacher of the Blackball School Greymouth in 1918 
Ada L Howden was a pupil teacher 1897 to 1899 Te Aro Infants’ 1900 at Brooklyn and 1901 
Terrace. Then as an assistant she was at Hukanui on the railway line between Eketahuna and 
Pahiatua 1902-1903. Clyde Quay 1904- at least 1923 at Clyde Quay  In 1927 appointed to Te 
Aro and went to Sydney in 1936 
1938/20741 Howden Ada Lily 52Y 
 
Hilda M Webb was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1904 to 1906 and still at Clyde Quay as an 
assistant in 1909 after 2 years at training college. 1911 she was at the Normal school. 1912 to 
1919 at Maranui/Lyall Bay and by 1921 to 1923 at least she was at Eastern Hutt 
19th August 1940 Miss H. M. Webb, infant mistress at Te Aro School, Wellington, retired last 
week after 36 years in the teaching profession. She served at Clyde Quay. Lyall Bay. and 
Eastern Hutt Schools. Miss Webb received numerous presents from parents, teachers, and 
pupils.  
963/37344 Webb Hilda May  76Y 
Marion G Thornton  was  a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1904 and Mistress in Kaitawa 7 
kms east of Pahiatua in 1905 and  didn’t teach for the Wellington Education Board until 1909 
to at least 1921 at the Norma/ Model l School. In October 1922 M G Thornton was appointed 
Kindergarten Mistress at the Normal School Otago 
22nd February 1928 Miss M. G. Thornton left by Saturday's express for Wellington to take up 
the position of lecturer on, kindergarten and infant room methods at the Kelburn Training 
College. In 1937 retired from the Christchurch Training College 
1937/5207 Marion Gilchrist Thornton Robert Blair 

1976/34129 Blair Marion Gilchrist 7 November 1886 
Ernest Atkin only taught in 1904 for the Wellington Education Board  at Clyde Quay 
11th January 1904 Class A Winifred Player Clyde quay finished 2nd with 547 marks and Elsie 
Waterhouse finished 9th with 503.  Both qualified for a scholarship [9 out of 12 were girls] 
12th February 1904 The annual picnic of the Clyde quay school will be held at Day’s Bay 
today. 
9th March 1904 Wellington Education Board: Assistant wanted Clyde Quay £80 
25th March 1904 Wellington Education Board: The resignations of pupil teachers Miss E Yates 
and Mr G Castle Clyde quay were accepted. 
26th April 1904  There was an attendance 'of about a dozen householders at the Clyde 
quay schoolhouse last night. Mr D. Robertson (chairman of the retiring committee) occupied 
the chair. The report submitted by the headmaster (Mr Grundy) regretted that there had been a 
falling off in the number of pupils attending the school. This was especially noticeable in the 
infant school, and it was likely to become more marked. Mr Grundy spoke in terms of 
satisfaction regarding the progress made during the year by the pupils in educational matters 
and also in the field of sport. The report and balance-sheet submitted by the committee showed 
that the finances of the committee were somewhat straitened, and that for that reason it had 



 
 

 
 

been necessary to call upon householders for financial .support. A financial strain had been put 
on the committee that it was unable to meet with the funds allowed to it by the Education 
Board. This was proved by figures submitted, which showed that £88 was received, and of this 
amount £60 went to the caretaker and £24 was spent for repairs, leaving only £1 for ordinary 
expenditure. Extra expense had been put on the committee by the provisions made for extra 
classes, and it was really imperative that better allowances should be made. A suggestion was 
made, and favourably received, that a deputation representative of all school committees should 
wait upon the Premier and ask him to make grants-in-aid generally. The meeting passed a 
resolution affirming the desirableness of legislation being passed to make compulsory the 
creation of a superannuation fund for public school teachers. The old committee was re-elected 
as follows Messrs D. Robertson chairman, Donald McLean, George Wilson, Charles Stewart. 
E. Hurlestone, A. B. Clater, William Cable, W. G. Gaudin and James Russell.' A vote of thanks 
was given to the headmaster and his staff. 
5th May 1904 The members of the Clyde quay School Committee mot at the residence of Mr 
George Wilson last evening to bid farewell to Mr McLean, who has been a member of the 
committee for a of thirteen years. As a token of their esteem he was presented with a serviceable 
travelling rug. 
11th May 1904. In an article on decline of school attendance was this: Mr Grundy, headmaster 
of 'the Clyde quay School, unhesitatingly said one reason for the decrease in attendance at nis 
place of tuition was caused by the empty cradle  but considered there were other causes at work. 
He averred that there were scores —yes hundreds —of children in Wellington not attending 
school at all. "There are no means now of getting such children to attend,” he said. The truant 
inspector has resigned, and good results in other directions can now only, be looked for from 
the teachers’ individual  efforts. I have no reason, to complain about absentees,” he went on to 
say. "Last week the percentage of attendance was not below  90 per cent, in any single class, 
and in one case it was as high as 98 per cent.”  
Unlocking a drawer Mr Grundy produced the school rolls for yearly periods extending as far 
back as 1896. The following table shows the falling-off in the attendance of the lower  classes 
last year compared with 1896: —  

  1896 1904 
Under 6  years  75 45 
six and seven years  72 72 
Seven and eight years  116 82 
    
Total  262 189 
    

In other classes the attendance has also decreased, but not to such a marked degree. Mr Grundy 
was emphatic about the wasteful lives of certain children  whom, he said might be seen going 
to the baths' every day in summer. “If there was anything approaching efficient campaigning 
to get children into the schools —children who ought to attend to attend and don’t —our 
schools would be crowded. To my mind,” he concluded, "it is the first duty of the Education 
Board to see that children of school age attend 
 



 
 

 
 

29th May 1904 Wellington Education Board Miss Howden was appointed the Clyde quay 
teaching staff   
14th May 1904 Swimming: Mr Grundy, of the Clyde Quay school, recently deplored the fact 
that a large number of boys '‘played the wag” from school and wont to To Aro bathe. Boys will 
be boys; nothing could be better for their, than that they should spend some time in bathing and 
only increasing years and knowledge will convince them that the benefit to be derived from 
bathing docs not increase, in every case, in proportion to 
the time spent in the water, hub if they wore compelled by the school committees to bathe once 
a day at the baths the practice of “wagging it” to go for a swim would be minimised 
16th May 1904  Mr H. Price has been promoted from Clyde quay school to the Terrace school, 
23rd May 1904 Lord Ranfurly’s Scheme for improving presentation of Imperial matters 
included: Asked for his opinion on the scheme formulated by his Excellency, Sir W. T. Grundy, 
headmaster of the Clyde quay school, .said he considered the proposal a very good one. 
Undoubtedly, lectures, with interesting lantern illustrations would appeal to’ the children, but 
more so to children of from fifteen to seventeen years of age than to children in elementary 
schools. 
8th June 1904 A recent engagement is that of Miss Grundy, eldest daughter of Mr Grundy, 
headmaster of the Clyde quay school, to Mr W. Lamb, of the vineyard firm at Master ton of 
Messrs Turner and Lamb. 
1880/9671 Grundy Annie Genders Sarah Ann William Thomas 

1882/2813 Grundy Mary Sarah Ann William Thomas 

1885/10974 Grundy Edward Stanley Sarah Anne William Thomas 
29th July 1904 Wellington Education Board: Miss Clara Taylor resignation accepted 
6th August 1904 Mr D. M. Poison, of the staff of the Clyde quay school, has been appointed 
first assistant-master at the Thorndon school 
9th August 1904 The Education Board has appointed Mr James Hutton, of the Johnsonville 
school staff, as junior assistant in the Clyde quay school.  
22nd August 1904 City Schools Dilapidated Buildings included: The Clyde quay school has 
been painted once in fifteen years, and this commodious building has now the sulky frown of 
a grubby-faced boy that stamps it a public school. It lacks playground space on the girls’ side 
(Roxburgh street), and Mr W. T. Grundy says that the equipment of the school is not nearly 
what it should be particularly in the science-room. 
24th August 1904 t St. Mark’s Church yesterday Miss Annie Grundy, daughter of Mr W, T. 
Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay school, was married to Mr. William George Lamb, of 
Masterton. The ceremony Was performed by the Rev R. Coffey. Over a hundred guests wore 
entertained at the .residence of lire bride’s parents in Hawker street, when the health of the 
young couple .was drunk with enthusiasm. 
5th September 1904 Mr D. M. Polson, who was recently promoted from the position of second 
assistant-master at Clyde quay school to first assistant-master ait Thorndon school, was, prior 
to his taking up his new' duties, made the recipient of two handsome present—one from the 
girls and another from the boys of his class.  
30th September 1904 Wellington Education Board:  A recommendation that the Board be 
asked to decide the question of unauthorised expenditure at Clyde quay (£6 6s 6d), Ohau (£3 



 
 

 
 

15s). Mount Cook (£S 6s 9d for gas service), and Levin (£2 4s), was referred to the clerk of 
works to report. The secretary was instructed to circularise school committees, informing them 
that expenditure not authorised was against the Board’s regulations. 
22nd October 1904 Trafalgar Day: Lord Plunket then drove to the Clyde, quay school 
accompanied by Mr. Lee and Mr. Stewart. His Excellency was received by Messrs David 
Robertson, W. Cable, W. Gaudin, and J. B. Clater, members of the School Committee, and Mr. 
W. T. Grundy, headmaster. _ The ceremony.- opened with the National Anthem, which was 
heartily sung by the children, who were lined up in front of the school. The cadets presented 
arms, and lustily cheered the Governor. Mr Robertson, addressing the pupils, reminded them 
that Nelson’s appeal—- “ England expects 'that every man this day will do his duty”—might 
well be adopted as their own motto. _ The  committee expected them, as diligent boys and girls, 
to do their duty, and so maintain the honour of their school. His Excellency thanked the children 
for the cordiality of the reception given, him in a speech similar to that delivered at the Terrace 
school. As in  the former case, the proceedings' terminated with cheers for Lord and Lady 
Plunket; and at his Excellency’s request three more were given for New Zealand. 
38th October 1904 Wellington Education Board: Tenders called for Clyde quay (repairs and 
painting) 
2nd November 1904 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence for two weeks granted to 
Mr J Fanning Clyde quay 
4th November 1904 Thos. Ellwood was awarded three months’ hard labour for having been 
found by night on the promises of the Clyde quay school. 
11th November 1904 In a long explanation of new Inspection Systems was this: The annual 
examinations in the primary schools in Wellington city are now proceeding under the 
superintendence of Chief-Inspector Fleming and Inspector Bakewell. The Clyde quay 
school has been examined, and the inspectors are at present engaged in that group of dingy 
buildings known as the Mount Cook schools. The present examinations are of more than usual 
interest, inasmuch as they are the first conducted on the basis of the new syllabus, and mark 
the first occasion on which the “certificate of competency” or the “certificate of proficiency” 
is to be issued to scholars passing in different degrees the subjects of the Sixth Standard…….. 
22nd November 1904 Wellington Education Board: Clyde quay— Mistress. About £165. 
25th November 1904 Wellington Education Board : Miss McGowan mistress Clyde Quay 
resignation accepted 
19th December 1904 Miss McGowan, who has been connected with the teaching staff of 
the Clyde quay school sines its formation, and who prior to that conducted a kindergarten 
school in Courtenay place, is retiring from the Education Board’s service. She has been 
presented by the committee of the Clyde quay school with a serviceable travelling-bag, as a 
token of the committee’s esteem 

1905	
1905 670 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £343.16  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Thwaites John E C2  Assistant Master   £235.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Mistress   £165.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Fanning James F D4  Assistant Master   £150.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D3  Assistant Master   £135.00  



 
 

 
 

1905 670 Clyde Quay Benbow Elizabeth L D2  Assistant Female   £120.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £100.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Hutton James D4  Assistant Master   £100.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female   £80.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Goldsmith K M   FP5   £55.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Skelley Mary E C   FP5   £50.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Webb Hilda M   FP4   £50.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Tavendale Julia   FP3   £45.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Jamieson Catherine   FP3   £45.00  
1905 670 Clyde Quay Pattle Olive E   FP3   £45.00  

John E Thwaites started his teaching for the Wellington Education Board as an assistant in 
1897 to 1898 at Carterton and 1899 to 1904 at Masterton He then was first assistant at Clyde 
Quay 1905 to 1915. By 1917 to at least 1923 he was headmaster at Island Bay. 
16th January 1926  At the meeting of the committee of the school held last Wednesday Mr J. 
E. Thwaites, of Wellington, was appointed head master of the school, as successor to Mr J. 
Sutherland, who has retired. Mr Thwaites has had a very lengthy experience as a school teacher, 
having commenced the service thirty-six years ago. At present Mr Thwaites is head master of 
the Island Bay school, Wellington, which position he has held for over eight years. In addition 
to his high scholastic attainments Mr Thwaites is a tennis enthusiast. At present he is president 
of the Wellington Schools’ Tennis Association. Mr Thwaites was in Christchurch this week, 
and was greatly taken up with the school grounds, which he considers the best he has seen for 
a primary school.   
Fanny Evans was at Clareville [North of Carterton] in 1891 and from 1892 to 1904 at Opaki 
north of Masterton. 1905 to at least 1915 she was at Clyde Quay as the infant mistress though 
only titled as mistress. 
30th May 1917  After many years' service with the Education Board, Miss F. Evans, of the 
Clyde-quay School teaching staff, has resigned. In referring to the fact at the meeting of the 
Education Board today, the chairman (Hon. J. G. W. Aitken) made eulogistic reference to the 
manner in which Miss Evans had carried out her duties and said that it was 'largely 'due to" her' 
that kindergarten work had been instituted. , On his motion, the board decided to write to Miss 
Evans expressing regret. at her resignation and thanking her for the services she had. rendered. 
Mary E C Skelley was a Pupil Teacher at Mt Cook Boys’ 1902 to 1904 and at Clyde Quay in 
1905, Then from 1909 to 1911 was at Petone West School 
Julia Tavendale was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1905-1907 
Catherine Jamieson was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1905-1906 was at Training College in 
1907, 1908 and assistant at Reikiorangi 1909 and 1910 Resigned January 1911.   
Olive Emma Pattle was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1905 and 1906 =. She was at training 
college in 1907 and 1908 and  then taught at Ihuarau South East of Eketahuna in 1909 to 1911 
as a sole charge. Then finished her teaching career at Normandale as a sole charge teacher 1912 
to 1914..  
28th January 1905. In a long article on Free Places available was the fact that there were not 
enough college places for the number of children who have earnt places of the 31 children at 
Clyde Quay 27 had earned a free place at Secondary School. Newtown and Terrace schools 
had become District High Schools 



 
 

 
 

1st February 1905 Miss Evans, for thirteen years connected with the Opaki school, and who 
has been transferred to the Clyde Quay school, Wellington, was to-day made the recipient of 
an illuminated address from the settlers and a gold cable bangle from the school children. 
8th February 1908 on the Clyde quay section of the system shortly after 1 p.m. yesterday. A 
five-year-old boy named John Ward, who had only started school-going on Monday, redo down 
from Elizabeth street to Clyde quay on a milk-cart after lunch yesterday and was deposited on 
the road opposite the gate of the Clyde quay infants’ school. Just as he loft the vehicle, the 
single-decked car No. 21 came along from the direction of Oriental Bay, and the hoy Ward, 
who was on the opposite side of the track to the school, commenced to “race the car,” being 
close alongside as he ran. Ho had only run a short distance abreast of the centre of the car, 
which was not moving fast, when he stumbled and fell towards the car. His left hand went 
across the rail, and the back wheel passed over it, squashing it to a pulp, while the wheel, or 
some part of the under-carriage, knocked the boy about the head with some violence………. 
Mr.  W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay School, says he had delivered homilies oil 
the danger of electric trams in each of  classes in the school on the installation of the service, 
and for some time after the opening of the Clyde quay section the teachers made it their 
business to be about at lunch-time, and when the children wore assembling for or leaving 
school to keep them out of harm’s way as far as was possible. This was the first accident of 
any kind that had befallen any of the pupils of the school since the' cars started running round 
Clyde quay. Mr Grundy intends to again visit each of the classes to warn the boys and girls of 
the extreme danger of playing anywhere about the track or its immediate vicinity. The injured 
lad is a son of Air F. Ward, of No. 7, Stafford street, a hairdresser employed in Air L. 
Christeson’s Vivian street shop. Ernest Faber was the motorman and L. A,. Langford was 
conductor of the electric oar, but neither was aware of any danger until after the accident. The 
two men were relieved from duty soon after the occurrence. Constable Williams, who is in 
charge of the Clyde quay station, states that the cars always slow-down when passing the 
school, proceeding at a pace that makes it an easy matter for a man to board the car or alight 
therefrom. It was stated on inquiry at the hospital late last night that the lad was conscious, but 
in a very critical state. [The boy later died] 
1st March 1905 Miss Janet McLean, of the Clyde quay School staff, has been appointed 
assistant at Kaitara School, Morrison‘s Bush 
26th April 1905  Mr T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay school, said he knew a teacher 
in Wellington who had been teaching for twenty-five years. 'He retired at the age of eighty and 
was now in the Home for Aged Needy. Yet he was a careful man who never wasted money 
10th June 1905 Mr J. Thwaites, promoted from the position of second assistant at Masterton 
High School to the first assistantship at Clyde quay School, has received a letter from chairman 
of the Masterton School Committee regretting his departure, and congratulating him on his 
advancement.  
30th June 1905 Wellington Education Board: The resignation of Miss Thornton Clyde quay 
was accepted. 
12th July 1905 School Cadets: A guard of honour, composed of eighty boys from the Clyde 
quay school, in command of Lieutenant J. Forbes, was drawn up outside the drillshed, and 
smartly saluted when the Governor’s carriage, containing Lord and Lady Plunket, their son, 



 
 

 
 

and the Hon. Captain Bingham, drew up at half-past three. Before presenting the prizes, his 
Excellency made a personal inspection of the parade [North Island Shooting Competition] 
28th July 1905 A meeting of teachers and pupil Teachers is to be held in the Clyde quay 
school this  evening, to consider the Superannuation Bill now before Parliament 
1st September 1905 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence: Miss Tavendale  (Clyde 
quay), one month  
24th November 1905 Wellington Education Board: Work authorised: Clyde quay, repairs to 
asphalt, infant school, and relaying floors of corridors; 

1906	
1906 661 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £365.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Thwaites John E C2  Assistant Master   £240.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female   £190.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Fanning James F D3  Assistant Master   £180.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D2  Assistant Master   £160.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £135.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Hutton James C4  Assistant Master   £120.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female   £110.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Goldsmith K M D5  Assistant Female   £95.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Jamieson Catherine    FP4   £60.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Pattle Olive E    FP4   £60.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Tavendale Julia    FP5   £ 55.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Webb Hilda M    FP4   £50.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Caddick Alfred E    MP3   £45.00  
1906 661 Clyde Quay Ryan Beatrice    FP3   £45.00  

Julia Tavendale was  a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1905 to 1907 and didn’t teach for the 
Wellington Education Board again. 
Alfred E Caddick was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1906 and 1907. He was then an 
assistant teacher at Kilbirnie in 1908  and Clyde Quay 1909 to 1911. By 1911 he had a BA. 
By July 1912 was at Newtown School and was appointed as a teacher at Wellington Boys’ 
College. In 1915 went into Camp in the ambulance Corps. In 1927 went Christchurch Boys 
High School In 1944 was Headmaster of Christchurch Boys High School 
Beatrice S Ryan was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay  in 1906 and 1907. She was at training 
college in 1908 and 1909. In 1910 was sole teacher at Korokoro South. Then she was an 
assistant at Porirua in 1911 and 1912. And Mt Cook Girls’ 1913 to at least 1921  
8th February 1906 The annual picnic of scholars attending the Clyde quay public school will 
be held at Day’s Bay to-morrow. Parents and friends are invited. A number of valuable prizes 
are to be competed for by the children.  
12th February 1906 On account of the wet weather, the annual picnic of the Clyde quay 
School that was to have been held on Friday was postponed. It has now been arranged to take 
place on Friday next 
12th March 1906. Swimming Carnival: The Duthie Cup for schoolboys was competed for by 
teams representing five schools, and resulted in an easy win for Clyde quay, with the 
Thorndon Normal School (second. 



 
 

 
 

22nd March 1906 In a long article on Physical Training in schools was this: that the 
schoolrooms be lighted in such a way that the children's eyesight is not deleteriously affected 
by continually working in their own light, The Clyde quay school, Wellington, was the only 
school visited where due consideration was paid-to the latter important matter. 
30th March 1906 he Wellington Education Board recently communicated with the Dentists’ 
Association with a view to having an examination made of the teeth of all the children attending 
the Board’s schools. A reply has been received by the Board stating that the association feels 
that the time is not yet ripe for such a large undertaking, though it is quite likely that this will 
ultimately be done. The Clyde quay school will only allow the examination to proceed 
provided the committee is supplied with printed forms for distribution amongst parents •asking 
their consent to the examination of their children.  
21st April 1906 . A meeting of parents of scholars who have gained Education Board 
scholarships supposed to carry free places at Wellington College was held in Clyde--, 
quay Schoolroom last night , to further consider the action of the Wellington College Board of 
Governors in demanding from such parents payments of fees…….. 
12th May 1906 The averages of the attendances at the. State schools of Wellington for the 
March quarter show some interesting figures when compared with the averages for last 
year……Clyde- - quay (grade 22), 653 and 670   
29th June 1906 The examination which was recently - held in connection with the. typewriting 
and shorthand scholarship offered by the proprietors of Banks’s Commercial College resulted 
in the- scholarship being awarded to Miss Dorothy E. Robinson, of Clyde quay school. The 
examination consisted of a test in English, being conducted with a view to picking the candidate 
who seemed to possess the most liberal share of those qualities which go to make a good 
stenographer, typist and business correspondent. The winner of the scholarship is entitled to 
one year’s free tuition in typewriting and shorthand, and at the close of that period the 
proprietors of Banks’s Commercial College undertake to place her in a suitable position. There 
were eight entries for the examination. 
27th October 1906 Wellington Education Board: Miss Goldsmith to be junior assistant at Clyde 
quay school promoted from Pupil Teacher 
30th November 1906 Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay school, has been granted 
six months’ leave of absence as from April 1st next. He intends to. visit the Old Country 
22nd December 1906 Swimming Wellington Association: The 200 yards Schoolboys’ Relay 
Race for the Duthie Cup was won by the Clyde Quay School (W. Wilton, H. Baker, H. 
Jenkinson, and H. Capper) who proved far superior to -the other . competitors.  

1907	
1907 610 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master   £365.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Thwaites John E C2  Assistant Master   £240.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female   £190.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Fanning James F D3  Assistant Master   £180.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D2  Assistant Master   £160.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female   £135.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female   £110.00  
1907 610 Clyde Quay Goldsmith Kath  M D4  Assistant Female   £95.00  



 
 

 
 

1907 610 Clyde Quay Ryan Beatrice  FP4 $55.00 
1907 610 Clyde Quay Caddick Alfred E  MP4 $55.00 
1907 610 Clyde Quay Tavendale Julia  FP5 $55.00 
1907 610 Clyde Quay Atkinson A  FP3 $45.00 
1907 610 Clyde Quay Bannister Edna M  FP3 $45.00 

A Atkinson only taught the one year at Clyde Quay 
Edna M Bannister 1907 1908 Pupil Teacher at Clyde Quay.  And 1909 1910 Assistant at 
Hastwell near Mauriceville 
26th January 1907 Mr J. G. Castle, for the last three years in the employ of the Wellington 
Education Board (for cue most part, at the Clyde quay school), has been appointed an assistant 
master at the Wellington College vice Mr J- H. Goolding, resigned. mr Castle was formerly a 
pupil at ’the college 
9th February 1907 Mr. Clater. on behalf of the Clyde, quay School Committee, said he was op. 
posed to the scheme, whether the boy» were to go as cadets or otherwise. The representatives 
of the Mount Cook and Brooklyn schools also spoke against the scheme. The responsibility, 
they urged, was far too great.[The scheme was to take boys to Christchurch to see an exhibition] 
13th February 1907 [RE giving an examination so that children must attend school under 14 
and should only be exempted if they pass the 6th Standard ] Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of 
the Clyde Quay School, favours the recommendation. He says the standard of exemption was 
raised from the fourth to the fifth standard some years ago, and it had ' certainly proved 
beneficial in giving children of public schools a better chance of making their way in the world. 
He thought it a splendid idea to raise the exemption to the sixth standard,' which, was surely 
low enough for anyone, and would mean raising the educational status of the whole community 
a little. The result of raising the standard of exemption would' be that more children would 
“stay on.” .and, now the power of promotion rested with the teachers, it would be perhaps a 
spur to a boy to apply himself more diligently to his school work, with the object of getting 
through his standards. At present children went out to.-'work too young altogether—he had a. 
sixth standard pupil only ten years of age, who would pass that standard at eleven years. That 
was too tender an age for any child to go out into the world. 
20th February 1907 Part of a long article on punishing children: Mr Grundy, headmaster of 
the Clyde quay school, said that there always would be found a certain number of children who 
would not behave themselves, and some form of was therefore unavoidable. . Do you think 
keeping-in is the best form ? “TI don’t say it is the best form. But nowadays we avoid corporal 
punishment as much as possible. 1 don't agree with keeping-in at dinner-time, and thus 
curtailing the meal hour. In regard to detention during the play hour, the children in all schools 
are, I believe, always allowed to go out for necessary purposes. The children are well aware of 
this, and always make their requirements known………….. 
22nd March 1907 Mr Grundy, headmaster of Clyde quay School, who is about to proceed on 
a trip to England, was yesterday appointed as the" Wellington Education Board’s representative 
at the coming Imperial Educational Conference 
2nd April 1907  Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, -and Mrs Grundy 
left on a trip to England on Saturday, proceeding as far as Sydney by the Moeraki 
8th April 1907 Te Anau, which reached Lyttelton yesterday morning, six hundred and seven 
cadets and thirty-seven officers arrived from Wellington on a visit to the 



 
 

 
 

Exhibition…Wellington Battalion , (under Captain Cowles), which includes the Clyde Quay 
Boys  
24th April 1907 School Committee Clyde quay. Messrs D. Robertson (chairman), W. J. Gaudin 
(treasurer), A. B. Clater (secretary), E. Hurl stone, W. Cable, G. Wilson, D. McLean, J. Russell, 
O. Stewart. 
26th April 1907 Wellington Education Board: That the acting head teachers at To Aro 
and Clyde quay receive an allowance at the rate of £60, in addition to their salaries as first 
assistants.  
26th April 1907 Mr S. Dempsey, assistant at the Clyde quay school, was yesterday granted by 
the Education Board seven months’ leave of absence from May 1st, for study. 

	
8th May 1907 Winners of School Cricket Championship Clyde Quay 

30th August 1907 Wellington Education Board: Grant authorised: Window in infant room 
2nd October 1907 Council of Churches included: Part of a longer article: ” We hear of “Bible 
lessons” to be given in Clyde quay school, and of pledges given by seven ministers to impart 
such lessons; further still, of a desire to’ know something of the Nelson system. The Nelson 
system, as far as we understand it, is the system of common-sense. It assumes that _ the 
community as a whole is favourably disposed to religion and would be glad to see the teaching 
of religion more general and more universal than it is. There is one denomination—the 
Bowman Catholic —so convinced of the vital necessity for teaching religion in and out of 
season that it maintains its own schools at very considerable expense; for there is nothing else 
to prevent Roman Catholics from availing themselves of the State schools…….. 
10th October 1907 Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster of ; lie Clyde Quay School, returned by ; ko 
Manuka yesterday from a six months’ trip to the Old Country 



 
 

 
 

10th October 1907 Part of a long article: Among the passengers to arrive from London via 
Australia yesterday was Mr. W. T. Grundy, the popular headmaster, of the Clyde Quay 
School, who lias enjoyed a pleasant six months in the Old Country. Seen by a Dominion 
representative, Mr. Grundy detailed some of his observations interestingly. "The voyage 
Home" said Mr. Grundy, "was accomplished under the pleasantest conditions—no storms, 
calm seas, and beautiful weather throughout. Even in the dreaded Red Sea the heat was 
tempered. by pleasant breezes. The ports of call, particularly those of Colombo, Naples, 
Marseilles and Gibraltar, afforded great variety of interest. The contrast between ports that 
were British and foreign ports was very striking. British ports, speaking generally, were clean, 
bright and well equipped; the same cannot be said of the others. ; "We anchored in Plymouth 
Harbour on May 17, and as we' gazed shoreward we were struck with the calm beauty of the 
scene. A group of Australians, 'among whom I was standing; were evidently enjoying what 
was to many of them the first view of the land of their fathers, when one exclaimed: 'Do all 
those little paddocks belong to one man'?' .' A smile passed over the faces of the observers, arid 
in a tone of considerable contempt the answer was rapped out: 'Paddocks. Those are not 
paddocks; those are fields.' : "You are, of course, aware that the summer in Britain, indeed' I 
may say throughout Europe, has been exceptionally dull, wet, and cold. : During the first six 
weeks I was Home it was often difficult to keep warm, and fires were very acceptable in the 
.hotels and houses I visited. Some days of June were as cold as winter days in Wellington.  An 
Improved London.  , "I was delighted to renew my acquaintance with London after - an absence 
of thirty years,: but I must admit  that I was completely bewildered by the changes that have 
taken place. I say changes,-, but I. might, truly- term the change a revolution,-so thorough hast, 
been. London is now a noble city, worthy .indeed to be the capital of. the  mighty Empire. Its 
wide,: beautifully paved; and, scrupulously, clean streets; its : spacious and... well-kept  parks 
and gardens; the provision made for-the pleasure and amusement of its inhabitants', all incline 
to the strenuous activity, of the-London County Council during the. Last two decades. That 
body may have been guilty of extravagance in some directions, and may have made mistakes 
in others, but in the main Londoners in particular and the. Empire ‘in 'general have reason' to 
be proud of the results of its administration.' It is  true that much remains yet to. Be done, 
particularly in the East End of London, .where .the alien difficulty presents itself in full force; 
but even hero good work has been done.. I well', remember thirty ; years ago passing through 
Whitechapel………  
17th October 1907 The Clyde quay School again won the senior championship and hold 
Messrs Volkmann and Tucker's cup' for another year. 
6th November 1907 Miss K Goldsmith of Glyde Quay to an assistant Scarborough (Later 
changed to Mangamutu near Pahiatua Railway Station) 
3rd December 1907 THE BIBLE IN SCHOOLS. The secretary intimated that the committee 
of the  Clyde quay school was milling to moot a deputation from the Council of Churches on a 
date to be arranged with reference to the reading of the Bible in that school. 

1908	
1908 659 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £365.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Thwaites John E C2  Assistant Master  £240.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £190.00 



 
 

 
 

1908 659 Clyde Quay Fanning James F D2  Assistant Master  £180.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D2  Assistant Master  £160.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female  £135.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay East Alfred F D D3 Assistant Female £115.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £110.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D3 Assistant Female £85.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Bannister Edna M   FP4 £55.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Campbell Jessie   FP3 £55.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Foster Kate   FP3 £45.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Reyling Kathleen   FP1 £25.00 
1908 659 Clyde Quay Thornton Agnes   FP1 £25.00 

Alfred F D East started teaching for the Wellington Education Board as an assistant master 
1908 to  1913 at Clyde Quay. Away in 1914 and 1915 on war duty and still attached to Clyde 
Quay.  By 1919 he was back at Clyde’ Then in 1921 and 1923 he was at Brooklyn  By Mr A F 
D East at Hampden Street School Nelson and in 1933 was appointed as an Inspector for the 
Auckland Education Board 
Elizabeth A Bissett started her career at Clyde Quay as an assistant mistress in 1908 and was 
there until at least 1915. By 1917 she was at Newtown and was still there at December 1923 
when my records end. 
22nd September 1932 After a total service of 34½ years, Miss E. A. Bissett, who has been on 
the staff of Newtown School, Wellington, for the last 16 years, has retired on superannuation 
1967/28196 Bissett Elizabeth 88Y 
Jessie Campbell was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1908 to 1910. Then a three year gap 
where she probably went to Training College and University. In 1914 she was sole teacher at 
Dreyer’s Rock  North East of Masterton and Mauriceville. In 1915 she was at Wairongomai 
South of Featherston on the Western side of Lake Wairarapa, both as Sole Charge. By 1917 
she was at Paekakariki as an assistant and in 1921 was relieving in Marlborough at  Renwick 
and by 1923 was sole teaching at Akatarawa. 
18th August 1937 Motions of sympathy with' the relatives of the late Mr. W. Binet. Brown and 
Miss Jessie Campbell were passed, members standing in silence, at today’s meeting-of the 
Wellington Education Board. ,. Miss Campbell had been in the board's service for 29 years and 
had served with the utmost credit' in many districts.  
Kate Foster was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1908 and Te Aro 1909 and as an assistant at 
Otaki in 1910 
Kathleen R Reyling  was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1908-1910. Was attendance at training 
college in 1911 and was an assistant teacher at South Wellington 1912 until at least 1915 
Appointed to Cross Creek School as assistant in 1916 Resigned in April 1918 
2nd December 1918 The many friends of Miss Kathleen Reyling will regret to learn that she' 
passed away at the Normal School Hospital on Saturday last. Miss Reyling, while suffering 
from a severe' attack of influenza, left her bed on 24th November to .attend the death-bed of 
her sister (Mrs. Wheldon), who with her husband also fell victims to the epidemic. The late 
Miss Reyling was well known and much loved as mistress of the Cross Creek school. 



 
 

 
 

Agnes Thornton was a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay 1908- 1909 and Kilbirnie 1910 and 1911 
Resigned 28th November 1911 
13th February 1908 Mrs. Grundy, wife' of Mr. Thomas Grundy, headmaster , of the Clyde 
Quay School, and Miss Grundy, who have been staying in; London arid the Midlands for some,' 
months past, arrived in Sydney by the Orontes last week, and came on to Wellington by the 
Marama.  
7th March 1908 School Boy Proficiency: Mr. T. Shields has brought a large number ,of lads 
on well this season, and, as a result of his efforts,-the-following have qualified ,for proficiency, 
certificates for various distances. Two miles,' A. McLean (Clyde' Quay school); 3 1400 yards  
H. Sim (Clyde Quay); .1000 yards, . ID Martin; Clyde Quay; Norman .Gooder 
(Technical School);' 900 yards, K. Jones (Clyde Quay 880 yards,- V. Little and E. 
.Williamson (Clyde Quay); J. Webster (Terrace); 6OO :yards, J. Robinson, and M. 
Henderson (Clyde Quay);. 500 yards, J; Hamilton (Clyde Quay);',440 Yards, *R. McIntyre, 
W. Scott, O. Leeks',, and J. Gelhor (Clyde Quay); 300-yards, Petherick and M. Sim , 
(Clyde Quay); George Kellaway;'(Technical); . ' R. Rutledge , C.. Trevor, and J. . Parlington  
(Clyde Quay)! B Lambert (St.' Patrick's College; 220 yards, E. Paterson, J. Prince .W. Hicks, 
J. Woods, and L. Thompson  (Clyde - Quay) 
25th March 1908 A fifty-yards boys’ race was swum at To Aro baths under the auspices of the’ 
Swifts Club on Monday afternoon. Jack Robinson, of Clyde quay .School, won easily. Time, 
34 3-5 sec……..Miss Bisset, late of the Canterbury Education Board District, has taken up her 
duties as assistant at the Clyde quay School. 
28th April 1908 There was a large attendance at the annual meeting of the Clyde Quay : 
School Committee. , Mr. .David Robertson (chairman) presided.- 
 In his annual report Mr. W. T Grundy stated that the epidemics during, last winter and Spring, 
and the number of changes in the staff during the year, considerably .militated against the 
'attendance and the progress of the children 'during the greater part of the year.On. the re-
opening after the summer vacation the number or pupils in attendance considerably 'increased 
and the average attendance showed improvement. The  school was successful in obtaining an 
Education Board Scholarship,- which was won by Roland Coppock. "I am gratified," said Mr. 
Grundy, "to be; able to report that two old pupils of the school greatly distinguished themselves 
during the year. Mr. Solomon Zirnan, a pupil who left in 1897, was  chosen Rhodes  Scholar 
for .the' Dominion, and Mr. Frank; Jolly, who left in 1903, was placed first' on 'the list  for 
Australasia' in the recent. examinations in accountancy. In ' the interschool' competition the 
school again won the championship for swimming, and the Duthie Cup has now been .won 
three times' in succession." In conclusion Mr. Grundy thanked the first assistant (Mr. 
Thwaites), the staff, and the committee for their support during' the -year.  
The annual report of the committee mentioned that a start had been made. with, the formation 
of a tennis court the completion of which the committee considered it was the duty of every 
householder to contribute; During the year the school had been connected with the. city's water 
system. The 'report stated that during the year a portion of-the school fence had been burned 
down through a grass fire, and it was a cause for thankfulness that the school itself- was not, 
destroyed. The Board had. sanctioned tenders being .called for repairing the, fence, and it was 
completed shortly after, the school opened. The balance-sheet showed; a. credit of' £9 7s. 8d. 



 
 

 
 

The committee thanked the 'ladies who had helped the committee in their efforts for the welfare 
of, the. school during the year 
A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Grundy and . the-staff; 
The' 'following committee-, was elected for the ,incoming year:—Messrs. D. Robertson 
(chairman)i -D. McLean, 'George Wilson, E. Hurleston, W. McDonald, R;- Johnstone, J; 
Russell, and W. J. Gaudin.  
28th April 1908 At, the' meeting of , householders of the Clyde Quay School district, held last 
.evening!' the headmaster (Mr. W. T. Grundy) made a strong appear for funds for school sports. 
A healthy body means a healthy mind for thought, "declared the dominie, and the •meeting 
thought so too. The school had been prominent in sports for boys; there was always plenty of 
Cricket for boys, plenty :of football for boys and never anything for. the girls, but. now/they 
had a. tennis club, and had hopes of winning the schools championship next summer, or going 
.Somewhere near it……….At the Clyde Quay School Committee meeting' last evening one 
householder, whose voice trembled with earnestness, wished to move, before the election of 
the new committee, that the meeting was in favour of a free,, secular; and compulsory system 
of education, and no other brand, but the chairman (Mr. David Robertson), who said he had 
wrongly been worried into a reference to "this Bible-in-schools" question, firmly ruled that the 
resolution could not be accepted, which was firmly clinched by another gentleman, Who said 
that such a resolution would not be fair to " the' other side." A mild old gentleman wanted to 
say something about the matter, and, after being ruled out of order, continued to describe the 
Nelson system, where, optional Bible-reading  obtained, during certain hours, but the meeting 
was labelled "free, secular, and compulsory" in large typo, and no futile discussion was 
permitted after the headmaster had had his say 
30th July 1908 SCHOOL SUBSCRIPTIONS. Some time ago the Education . Department 
circularised the various primary and secondary schools of the Dominion, inviting contributions 
of ono penny per' scholar towards the "Canadian Battlefields" purchase fund. The high schools 
were to remit, direct .to the Department, while the primary schools wero asked to forward their 
contributions per medium of their . respective boards………Mr. G. L. Stewart, Secretary of 
the Wellington Board, states that; contributions from. 38: schools of the district have come to 
hand, and more is expected later.  The largest subscription so far received from any one school, 
is a sum of £1 3s 4d. from Clyde Quay School; Wellington. 
31st July 1908 Wellington Wellington Education Board Resignation accepted Mr K Holdaway. 
29th August 1908 A lamentable lack of playgrounds for city schools, according to Mr. W. T. 
Grundy, of the Clyde- quay School, exists in Wellington. Speaking at the dinner to the schools' 
representative teams last night he drew the attention of the Mayor to the severe disabilities this 
imposed . on the playing of games. He thought the council would be doing a great work if it 
could open np more grounds for the youth of the city.  
15th September 1908 A Jewish . boy of Continental parentage, and aged thirteen, years was 
sent to the Clyde Quay School in February of the present year. The boy did not know a word 
of English at that time but could talk and .write. Hebrew and German fluently ; The youth was 
placed under an assistant- master at the school, -who had .some knowledge of' German, and 
the pupil, displaying a phenomenal aptness for learning, in a little over five months has passed 
the first, second, and third standards. The last pass was secured about four weeks ago and was 
one of the" best passes in the standard. ' Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the school, states 



 
 

 
 

that he has never, in the whole of his experience,' known such an instance of rapid progress. 
The State school duties do not absorb all the energies of the youthful student. During the past 
few months he has been studying Sanskrit under an Oriental scholar,, and is said to be making 
remarkable headway in that. 
16th September 1908 The committee of the Clyde Quay School has passed the following 
resolution:—"The committee of the Clyde Quay Public School desires to congratulate the 
Minister for Education upon the Education Act Amendment Bill now before Parliament and 
expresses the hope that it will be passed into law. The committee further trusts that the Minister 
will stand by Clause 12 of the Bill, so that boards of education may be enabled to transfer 
teachers from one school to another, when, in the interests of education, it is necessary that this 
should be done." 
25th September 1908 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence granted to Miss A 
Robinson (one month) Clyde quay school Mr a East Clyde Quay (Two weeks’ additional leave) 
21st October 1908 Wellington Club Swimming: the committee report that the competition for 
the Duthie Cup was- as vigorous as in' previous seasons, but the Clyde Quay School was again 
infinitely- superior to any .other school which .competed, and its team easily annexed the cup 
tor another year. The cup has been in competition for three years, and each year it has  been 
won by the Clyde Quay team'. 
31st October 1908 Wellington Swimming Club AGM report included: Mr. T. Shields to 
teaching boys the art of swimming. Mr. Shields, in replying, mentioned that he had not given 
as much time to this branch of the sport last season as he had done before, and paid a tribute to 
Mr. Fanning (one of the masters at the Clyde Quay School for the work he had done on behalf 
of the boys of that school, which school, he might say, had turned out. some excellent 
swimmers. 
19th December 1908 The fifty yards race for the championship of Clyde Quay School and a 
gold medal presented by the school was got off at To Aro Baths last Tuesday afternoon. Four 
competitors faced the starter. The wind was from the south, and the water, though low, was as 
calm os glass in consequence. Messrs Dempsey and Fanning acted as starter and judge 
respectively. Result; J. Robinson 1, D. I Martin 2, W. Scott 3. Also started: L. Short. Won 
anyhow by a couple of yards, a short distance separating second and third. No time taken. 

1909	
1909 642 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £375.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Thwaites John E C1  Assistant Master  £275.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £215.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Fanning James F D2  Assistant Master  £185.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D2  Assistant Master  £170.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female  £155.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £150.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D3 Assistant Female £125.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Caddick Alfred E Lic Assistant Master £118.15 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Stanton Alice J D3 Assistant Female £100.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Webb Hilda M D4 Assistant Female £90.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Garnham Grace D4 Assistant Female £90.00 



 
 

 
 

1909 642 Clyde Quay Campbell Jessie  FP3 £55.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Jackson Dorothy L  FP2 £55.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Reyllng Kathleen R  FP3 £45.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Watson Gordon  MP3 £45.00 
1909 642 Clyde Quay Thornton Agnes  FP2 £35.00 

Hilda M Webb started her career at Clyde Quay as a pupil teacher 1904 to 1906. She then 
spent two years at training college in 1909 and 1910  she returned to Clyde Quay as an assistant. 
In 1911 she was at the Normal school. Then 1912 to 1919 she was at the Maranui/ Lyall Bay 
school. In 1921 and 1923 she was infant mistress at Eastern Hutt school. 9th February 1928 
she was appointed Infant Mistress at Te Aro School 
19th September 1940  Tributes to the services rendered to education by Miss H. M. Webb, who 
has retired after teaching for more than thirty-six years, were paid by members of the 
Wellington Education Board at their meeting yesterday, and Miss I Webb was given the board's 
good wishes for her future.  
The chairman (Mr. W. V. Dyer) said  that Miss Webb had spent the whole |of her teaching 
career in the service of the Wellington board, at the Training College and at the Clyde Quay, 
Maranui, Petone, Island Bay, Masterton,  Eastern Hutt, and Te Aro Schools. She'  had been 
infant mistress at Te Aro since 1928. Mr. Dyer said that he had .; personal knowledge of the 
great good  will felt by children and parents towards Miss Webb when she was at the ! Eastern 
Hutt School. He thanked Miss  Webb for her work for the schools, the children, and education 
generally, and on behalf of the board wished her the best in her retirement. Mr. D. Macaskill, 
formerly senior inspector and now a board member, said that Miss Webb had a really joyous 
infant room at Te Aro and the children who came under her control were lucky.  
Other good wishes were extended by Mr. S. J. Irwin, the senior inspector, and by Mr. J. J. 
Clark.  Miss Webb briefly replied. 
Grace Garnham started her career for the Wellington Education Board as an assistant at Clyde 
Quay in 1909 to 1913. She then was at Normal/ 3 Models/Infants until at least 1923 when my  
records end.  
25th February 1927 Miss G. Garnham has been appointed infant mistress at the Strafford 
Primary School, in place of Miss Elley. The appointment is to start, from April 1st. Miss 
Garnham is from the Kelburn Normal School, Wellington. 
Dorothy L Jackson only taught for the one year for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde 
Quay 
Gordon Watson taught as a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay in 1909 and South Wellington in 
1910  
13th January  1909 Jobs advertised CLYDE QUAY —Assistant; .£90 . CLYDE QUAY —
Assistant; .£90. [As advertised] 
2nd February 1909 The new school at Maranui [Lyall Bay] was amongst those opened and 
judging by the number . of children enrolled, it will meet a great necessity. The school was not 
established without a fight, the struggle lasting about three years. The fact that 181 children" 
were admitted yesterday shows that the school was urgently required. It is situated on Tainui 
terrace, just below the Queen's Drive, and is designed for the accommodation, of children from 
South Kilbirnie and Maranui. The absence of a school in the past was a great hardship on the 



 
 

 
 

residents, the scholars being distributed over the Kilbirnie, Clyde quay, Newtown and other 
schools. 
13th February 1909 Assistant mistress Clyde Quay  Miss H Webb 
17th February 1909 Relief fund on the sinking of  the SS Penguin £0 12s ½ d [SS Penguin was 
a New Zealand inter-island ferry steamer that sank off Cape Terawhiti after striking a rock near 
the entrance to Wellington Harbour in poor weather on 12 February 1909. Penguin's sinking 
caused the deaths of 75 people, leaving only 30 survivors.]  
26th February 1909 Wellington Education Board: Pupil Teacher appointments Mr. G. 
Watson, Clyde Quay 
26th February 1909 Wellington Education Board Mr J Fanning granted leave for one week 
27th February 1909 The Clyde Quay school team again asserted its superiority in the 200 yards 
relay race for the Duthie cud. this I mating the fourth year that this school has held it. A protest 
was lodged by the Terrace school team who alleged 'that Scott (Clyde quay) started before his 
time, but the protest was dismissed. 
18th March 1909 During the past week the following boys from Clyde Quay School qualified 
for proficiency certificates:— First-class certificates (440 yds. and over). (14 years old).—Dick 
Rutledge (2 miles); 13. ,Stevens (1 mile), V. Little (1 mile), F. .Jamieson (1 mile), Geo. Winder 
(1 mile), N. Leslie (1200 yds. N Leslie (1000 yds.), Joe Gelher (1000 yds.), 1). Scott (1000 
yds.), K. Sandilands (880 yds.), C. Anderson (880 yds.), Jack Ward (550 yds.), H. Petherick 
(000 yds.), W. Hicks (500 .yds.), E. Barnard (500 yds.), P. Wooten (500 yds.), E. Paterson (500 
yds.), .1. Parkington (440 yds.), J. Hopkirk (410 yds.), E. King (410 yds.). Second-class 
certificates (200 yds. to 400 yds.).— ,T. Prince (250 yds.), K. Heley  (220 yds.)', .Jack Wilson 
(220 yds.). A. Kennedy (220 yds.). About  a dozen more boys will qualify for certificates in 
the course of a week, [100 yards= 91.44 Metres] 
18th March 1909 Mermaids. Two girl swimmers at the Te Aro baths yesterday, did something 
more than demonstrate the equality of the sexes in endurance. Frances Petherick, of the Clyde 
Quay School, and Olive Arthur, of St. Mary's Convent, while qualifying for proficiency 
certificates, each swam a mile in uncommonly cold water, with a chill breeze blowing. Out of 
a large number of boys who swam, none covered more than a thousand yards, and several were 
incapacitated by cramp after swimming much shorter distances. The feat of the two girls was 
generally discredited, when it was reported to boys and men, who had experienced the 
temperature of the water, but their performances were vouched for by Mr. T. Shields, who 
watched the whole progress of their swims, and' gave both girls certificates for the mile 
distance.  
24th March 1909 The following girls from Clyde Quay School qualified for long distance 
certificates, at; Te Aro baths yesterday afternoon: First Class Certificates (440 yds and over).— 
Nola Bentley (1 mile), Mary Chartres (1000 yds), Jessie Mitchell (900 yds), Kate Gaudin (700 
yds), May Hyde (600 yds), Emma Gapper (450 yds). Second Class Certificates (220 yds to 440 
yds). — Marjorie Baker, Frances Hicks, Nena Jones. 
26th March 1909 Mr A East Clyde Quay resigned  [Was back at Clyde Quay in 1910] 
8th April 1909 Appointment Clyde Quay Assistant teacher Mr A Caddick. 
27th April 1909  CLYDE QUAY. : The report of the. headmaster of  the Clyde' Quay Sohool 
stated that the attendance during 1908-09 rose to 657 ,rose. to 657, which entitled the school to 
another assistant,' and Miss. Stanton :('late of Dalefield) -had been appointed to the position. . 



 
 

 
 

In the . annual - competition for National and .Education Board .Scholarships, six pupils were: 
successful --National: .-Donald V. Smith : Board E. K. Rishworth. Margaret  A. McDowall, 
David Perry, Doris Skinner, and Robert Scrimgeour Last season 80 boys were. taught to swim, 
;and for; the fourth year in succession the school had won the Duthie Cup the school 
.championship had been, won'  by Jack Robinson. Great' interest had been displayed in tennis 
and the championship of the school had been won by Jean Moran  
The committee elected were:—Messrs D Robertson (chairman),  W J. Gaudin (Treasurer) R 
Johnson (Secretary), T Forsyth, W McDonald,  E Hurlstone, "D, McLean, J. Russell, and G. 
Wilson.  
27th April 1909 The neglect of the City Council to complete the asphalting of the footpath at 
the Clyde quay school formed the subject of a special resolution at the melding- of 
householders last evening. It wis carried unanimously that the attention, of the council be 
directed by the new committee to the need for asphalting  full width of the footpath on the 
Clyde quay frontage, as water lay some inches deep on the footpath after rain. 
30th April 1909 Wellington Education Board: Repairs Clyde quay, register grates [A fire grate, 
register grate or insert is framework used to hold the fuel and contain the fire.] 
2nd July 1909 The Navy League has captured the children. They are enthusiastic members and 
made the annual demonstration of the Wellington branch last night quite inspiriting. The 
programme was mainly provided by them, and they also comprised the majority of the 
enthusiastic audience which filled the Town Hall. The gathering was presided .over by the 
Acting-Prime Minister (Hon. James Carroll), who stated that in countenancing the Navy 
League we were taking part in the high and noble mission of cultivating the national 
spirit………Miss Mabel McDermott, of Clyde Quay School, won a handsome medal for the 
best record as a ticket-seller in connection with the gathering.  
15th July 1909  The Education Board- has, sanctioned a grant to the Clyde Quay, 
School Committee to': asphalt' the lower (Clyde Quay) playground. ' There, is. a very rough 
and dangerous outcrop of rock in this ground-, which, is a 'constant: risk to the children playing: 
about,' and the committee have been urging this step for some time past. Whilst that is being 
done; it would  be a kindly consideration for the children if the 'City .Council would asphalt 
the remaining half of the footpath at Clyde Quay During rain the' water lodges between the 
outer strip of asphalt and the fence, making a number of small lakes, which form a fine puddling 
ground for wayward children. There are over 600 children .attending, the school 
22nd July 1909 Arbor Day: The Clyde quay school sent a detachment to Mount Victoria….The 
children m all places started at 11 o’clock in the morning and seemed to take a keen interest in 
the business in hand. Certainly the trees wore rot always put in straight, or even in the right 
places, but that will all be rectified in good time. 
28th August 1909 Wellington Education Board: It was also decided to substitute an assistant 
for two pupil teachers at Clyde quay School. 
11th October 1909 Members present at the last meeting of the Clyde Quay 'School Committee 
were; Messrs. D. Robertson (in the , chair), .T. Forsyth, W. McDonald, W. ,J. Gaudin, G. 
Wilson, D. McLean, J. Russell and R. Johnson. The report  furnished (by, the  inspector showed 
the school to.be.in. a very satisfactory condition, reflecting great credit on' the headmaster; 'Mr. 
W. T. Grundy and staff. -The Boys' Swimming. Club at present hold the Duthie; Cup  have 
won it four years, in, succession  The secretary: of the Education Board wrote slating that the 



 
 

 
 

playground in Clyde Quay, would be asphalted during the next Christmas holidays. It' was 
decided not to do anything in the- meantime. with regard to a proposal to, form a School 
Committees Association. In future the committee intend .to. meet, oh the third Friday of  each 
month.  
12th October 1909 Wellington Education Board: Appointment: Miss G. Garnham, assistant 
at Clyde Quay;  
27th November 1909 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay C Scorings tender accepted 
Asphalting 
11th December 1909 Wellington Education Board: South Wellington Assistant Mr J Fanning 
at present at Clyde Quay 
15th December 1909 The championship of the Clyde Quay School was decided at Te Aro 
Baths yesterday afternoon, seven aspirants for that 'honour facing the starter. The result was:—
N. Leslie and V. Little, equal, 1; .E. Leslie. 3. Time. 43 sec. In the swim off. Leslie won by a 
small margin, covering the distance in 40 sec. "After the championship, a fifty yards handicap 
was 'decided, with the following result;— D. Scott (3 sec), 1; E. Leslie (scratch 2; J. Hopkirk 
(9 secs, 3). J. Sandilands also started, Time, 44 sec. 
16th December 1909 Competitive tennis matches between State schools in the Wellington 
Board’s district are held yearly, and yesterday medals and trophies were handed to the 
successful competitors (by Mr R. Lee, chairman of the board. Mr Yeats, headmaster of the 
Lower Hutt School, presided, and Mr J. G. W. Aitken, Mr Grundy (headmaster at Clyde quay), 
members of the board, teachers and a number of scholars attended the function. The silver 
tennis challenge cup presented by Mr Alex. Ferguson was this year won by Clyde quay 
School, Mr Dempsey receiving it on behalf of the school. Mr Grundy, headmaster, said that it 
was entirely duo to Mr Dempsey that ’the school had won the trophy. The cup has been 
competed for for five years and can never he won outright. Following shows the former holders 
of the cup : —Te . Aro School, 1904; Terrace  School, December, 1904; Terrace School, 1905; 
To Aro School, 1906; Kilbirnie School, 1907; Kilbirnie School, 1908; Clyde quay 
School,  1909. 
[Both sexes played for this trophy] 
17th December 1909 Mr. J, L. Fanning,: second assistant-master at Clyde Quay  School was 
made the recipient of a farewell , presentation' from the pupils ,of; his class 'on: the-occasion 
of his 'transfer similar position on the, staff , at. South Wellington School, 
18th December 1909 CLYDE QUAY. Before the pupils of-.the Clyde Quay School dispersed 
for the- holidays 'on Thursday, the headmaster, Mr. W. T. Grundy, presented attendance 
certificates as-follows 
Standard VI.-First Class: May Baxter, Cyril Fiehig, E. Harrison, Jean Forsyth,. ,Nola Bentley, 
Douglas McGirr, Gordon Wyatt; and G. Prince. Second Class: Phyllis Spencer, Enid 
Williamson. Phyllis Hobday, Jessie Mitchell, Jean Moran, .Gladys Johnston, Robert Bakewell, 
Fred Swiney, and Ernest Barnard. 
Standard V.—First Class: A. W. Cooper, W. R.. Fisher, K. H. Heley, H. M. Jenkinson, V. A. 
Johnson, SI.-.W. Seaman, and A. V. Prince. Second Class: M. Baldwin, T. M. Johnston; 0. D. 
Ohlson, V Little, H. C. Jordan, A. Seed, Christina Kelly, and V. F., Cray. .  
Standard IV.—First Class (girls) A. Martin, E. Waring, M. Barclay, A; Barley, and L. Johnston. 
Second Class: N.. Waring, D. Gamble, F. Bailey, and E. Burton: First Class: (boys): J. Goer, 



 
 

 
 

C. Trott, E. Brasch, McCarrison, C. Wallace,' L. McGirr, A.. Powell, G. Schaef, H. Fiebig, and 
F. Jones. Second Class:  A. Perry, W; Leicester, H. Carry, D. Scott, It. Chapman, E. Wakelin, 
and H. North.  
Standard III.-First Class (girls) V.-Dawson, M. Day, J. Foley, D. Tees, J. Sutherland, C. Powell, 
M. Charters, and S Mitchell. Second Class:* A. Fraser, T. Campbell, E. Pasche, V. Wooten, 
and V. Johnson. First Class (boys): S. Rod, M. Mackinnon, W. Meye, C. Howe, E;-Fisher., 
John Gordon, and D. France.' Second Class: R. Burry, J.' Young, H. Kuch, H., Townsley, J. 
Martin, J. Jameson, W. Chapman, and 0. Anderson.. ;  
Standard ll.—First Class: S. Sinney, J. Mackinnon, N. Campbell, D. C. Clarke, E. Bailey P. 
Peterson, and Z. Robinson. Second Class-.' E. Atkinson, E. Henderson; C. Day, S. Prince, E. 
Dawson, and M. McLaren; ,  
Standard I.—First , Class: L Brown, D. Dewent, -K Vitts, A. Seaman, J. Powell, D. Stack, F. 
Wart, and 0. Wimsett... Second Class: A. Campbell, M. Deck; A., Gordon, G. Hodgson, J. 
Bentley,' and. C. Cooper.  
Infants.—First Class: Walter Barclay, .Eva Barley, W. M. Wright and S. Shearer. Second 
Class: M. James J. Hunter, . J. Rea; A.' Bowater, K. Durney, F. Prince,-G. Cooper, G. Durney, 
T. Wilkinson, A. Ward, and D. James 

1910	
1910 631 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £380.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Thwaites John E C1  Assistant Master  £280.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £220.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sidney W D2  Assistant Master  £180.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay East Alfred E D C3  Assistant Master  £165.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female  £160.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £155.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D3 Assistant Female £130.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Caddick Alfred F D4 Assistant Master £130.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Stanton Alice J D3 Assistant Female £105.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Webb Hilda M C4 Assistant Female £95.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Garnham Grace D4 Assistant Female £90.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Campbell Jessie   FP3 £55.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Reyling Kathleen R   FP4 £55.00 
1910 631 Clyde Quay Duncan Eliza B   FP2 £35.00 

Eliza B Duncan only taught for the Wellington Education Board 1910 and 1911 as a pupil 
teacher at Clyde Quay 
20th January 1910 Harold Corkill of Clyde Quay School was the top contestant in the 
Wellington District Scholarship examinations. 
14th February 1910 Wellington Education Board: Appointed Mr A East 
19th March 1910  On Thursday evening last the winners of the Duthie Cup, donated by Mr. J. 
Duthie for competition by the public schools of Wellington, were each presented with a; silver 
medal. The four winners attend Clyde Quay School, their names being as follows. V Little, B. 
Leslie, W. Hicks, and E. Paterson. Short speeches were given by Messrs. J. Fanning and P. 
Wilton, the former making the presentation;  



 
 

 
 

23rd March 1910 Wellington Education Board Leave of absence granted to Miss K Reyling 
until Easter  
26th April 1910 CLYDE QUAY. . Mr D. Robertson presided over an attendance of about 110 
householders of the Clyde quay school district. The annual report, which was adopted, showed 
that the school had held its own I well during the year. The following committee was elected: 
Messrs D. Robertson (chairman), W. A. Skinner (secretary), T. Simms (treasurer), W. 
McDonald, J. W. Fossette, J. Patten, D. Strong, J. E. Burley, J. Mitchell. A vote of thanks was 
passed to the retiring committee.  
26th April 1910 There was a fairly lively interlude at the meeting of householders of the Clyde 
Quay School district last evening. The subject was introduced by the chairman (Mr. D. 
Robertson), who in a. few introductory remarks, said that there was no one who revered the 
Bible more than he did, and the old committee favoured religious instruction in the schools as 
far as the law allowed. In fact, the committee had passed resolutions permitting any accredited 
person to give religious instruction after school hours, and had asked Mr. Grundy to allow any 
children to remain behind who wished to do so. 
On 'the chairman's request, the acting secretary (Mr. Forsyth) read from the minutes of the 
meeting of July 19 that application had been received from the Salvation Army to give religious 
instruction for one half-hour during the week. 
The permission,' added the chairman, had been given, but nothing had come of it. Still he was 
glad to see so many present and to see that they were taking.so much interest in the matter.  
Mr. Port:-"Did you make it public? Did you send out a circular to parents stating that half an 
hour's religious instruction was available for the children?" , 
 Mr. Robertson: "We did not do that. But the committee has done all in its power in favour of 
allowing. Religious instruction out of school hours. You must go to the law for the rest. We 
can't alter the law;' But we helped to put Messrs. Aitken and Allen on the Education Board, -
and all Wellington knows what their opinion is on the matter." A voice: "Is the old committee 
in favour of the Bible in schools?" 
Mr. -Robertson reiterated his remarks about Bible in schools being a matter for Parliament to 
deal with. 
On the question being repeated, Mr. Robertson said that the committee was in favour of Bible 
in schools, but not in school hours.  
"Is the committee in favour' of altering the law to allow it?"  
The chairman: "Yes, they are." '  
Mr. Burley: "I would like to know who appointed Mr. Robertson, chairman' of this meeting—
he wasn't elected by the meeting." ' 
 A voice: "I move that Mr. Mclean .takes the  chair." , ..  
Mr.. McGirr  said it was the right of the chairman of the committee to preside until the new 
committee was elected. 
"Mr. W.-McLean  declined to take the chair, agreeing with Mr. McGirr's contention.' But  he. 
would .like to have a word or. two on ,the question. If the Bible was to be .introduced into the 
schools, what Bible was to be used? He had been brought upon the Gaelic Bible, but had 
forgotten all about it, and he knew the James I version, but" did not believe in half of it; but 
there was a new and very beautiful Bible—the Ohaspe Bible, that was' on the shelves of the 
Public Library and every library in the world.  



 
 

 
 

The Hon. J. _E. Jenkinson rose to a point of order, "which the meeting unmistakably  endorsed, 
and Mr. McLean subsided.  
 Mr. Port: "Will you allow each candidate to say 'yes' or 'no' on the question?" '  
The chairman: "I think it is better left alone. .  
Mr.: Partridge: "You can put questions to any, man seeking a public position.' If a man; is' 
going up: for Parliament, the Education Board, or the City Council, you can ask questions, and 
I think it should be allowed in this case." 
The chairman, however, was firm, and the election of the committee proceeded. The result, 
recorded elsewhere, was a victory for the Bible-in-schools "ticket," who secured eight of the 
nine members elected. 
28th April 1910 In a long article on celebrating 21 years I selected this: The committee set up 
to arrange for a testimonial of some kind to Mr. W. T. Grundy, on the completion of twenty-
one years' service as headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, met on ' Tuesday,' and decided to 
call a meeting of old boys and girls of the school to be held in the. schoolhouse on Monday 
next. Lists are to be circulated at an early date, and some of the ladies- of the district are to be 
asked to' assist. It was also decided to recognise Mr. David Robertson's 21 -years' service as- 
chairman - of the committee. Parents residing in the district are to be waited upon with ,lists 
within the next few days. On the motion of the chairman (the Hon. J E. Jenkinson), it was 
decided to make the presentation to Messrs. Grundy and Robertson at a function to be held 
(subject to the approval of the School Committee) in the school. 
3rd May 1910 The committee of Clyde Quay householders sot up to arrange for presentations 
to Mr. W. T. Grundy (headmaster) and Mr. David Robertson (chairman of committee), to mark 
their services to the Clyde Quay School during the past 21 years, met in the schoolroom last 
evening. The Hon. J. E. Jenkinson the chair. It was decided that householders of the district 
should be canvassed for small subscriptions, and that the presentations be made at a function 
to be held during the first week in June.' A sub-committee consisting , of Messrs. Forsyth, 
Sims, and Plimmer was appointed to arrange the programme for the evening, to which all 
contributors will be invited. 
7th May 1910 Ex-scholars of the Clyde Quay School are requested to attend a meeting to bo 
held in the schoolhouse on Tuesday evening next, to discuss matters in connection with the 
celebration of the coming-of-ago of the school. It is proposed when the anniversary arrives to 
make presentations to Mr. W. T. Grundy, who has been headmaster since the inception of the 
school, and to Mr. David Robertson, who has been chairman of the School Committee for the 
same period. 
11th May 1910 At the meeting of ex-pupils of the Clyde Quay School last evening a resolution. 
of regret was passed for the death of the late King. 
1st June 1910 The householders of the Clyde Quay School district  are manifesting a very lively 
interest in the presentations to be made to Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster, and Mr. David 
Robertson; chairman of the School Committee, in commemoration of their 21 years' service. 
The presentations are to be made at a social gathering to be held in the New Century Hall on 
Monday evening next. There will be a short but interesting concert programme, a few 
complimentary speeches, and, in addition, refreshments. Mr. Robert Lee, chairman of the 
Education Board, is to be asked to make the presentation, and the Hon. J. E. Jenkinson will 



 
 

 
 

preside over the gathering. So far the response to the appeal for small subscriptions towards 
the presentations has been highly satisfactory. 
1st  June 1910  A dozen members, representing the Clyde Quay, Mount Cook and Island Bay 
school committees, made a very strong protest yesterday to the Wellington Education Board 
'against the small allowance made to them for carrying out their work of keeping the schools 
in proper condition. There followed a long report of the meeting. 
6th June 1910 CLYDE QUAY PUBLIC SCHOOL. : 21 YEARS' CELEBRATION. THE 
Presentation Committee invites Subscribers to be present at a Social to be held in New. Century 
Hall TO-NIGHT (MONDAY), at 8 o'clock. Admission, by Ticket, to be obtained J. E. 
JENKINSON, M.L.C., Chairman: THOS. FORSYTH, Hon. Sec 
7th June 1910 HEADMASTER AND CHAIRMAN. PRESENTATIONS AT CLYDE QUAY. 
There was a crowded attendance at the New Century Hall last evening, when presentations 
were made to Messrs. W. T. Grundy and D. Robertson, who have been headmaster and 
chairman of committee respectively of the Clyde Quay School for t the past twenty-one years. 
The Hon. J. E. Jenkinson, M.L.C., presided.  
The chairman stated that the movement to mark the long periods of service of Messrs. Grundy 
and Robertson had its inception at the annual meeting of householders. A committee was at 
once formed to carry out the design, and former pupils of the school had assisted with 
enthusiasm. The position of a chairman of a school committee which found it an arduous task 
sometimes to get even ss. to spend from the board was not an easy one, and what the committees 
would do in the future, when their funds were to be even more reduced, he did not know. Mr. 
Grundy, as headmaster of the school, had done noble and arduous work for many years. The 
Masterton School Committee and householders had followed the example of Clyde Quay and 
were about to show their appreciation for their headmaster, who had taken Mr. Grundy's place 
when Mr. Grundy left Masterton. 
Two little girls, Misses M. Forsyth and Lena Plimmer, then presented Mrs. Grundy with a 
beautiful bouquet.  
The chairman asked Mr. R. Lee, chairman of the Education Board, to present Mr Grundy with 
a roll-top desk, a chair, and purse of sovereigns, Mrs. Grundy with a gold brooch, and Mr. 
Robertson with an illuminated address. 
Mr. Lee, in making the presentations, said that he had known both Mr. Robertson and Mr. 
Grundy for the whole period of twenty-one years during which they had done good service to 
the city and State. Day after day, week after week, during that time they had laboured honestly, 
faithfully, and well in the cause of primary education. At least three generations of school life—
probably three thousand scholars—had in that " period been taught by Mr. Grundy, who before 
coming to Clyde Quay had' done equally good work at Masterton. So long as the memories 
lasted he would be remembered, by old pupils in Wellington and throughout the Wairarapa. 
Mr. Grundy was an ideal primary school master, he had an unbroken record of excellent reports 
from those who had surveyed his work, and his life had been an example, to all around him. 
Mr. Robertson was a straight-forward, honest, upright man, with no spirit of ostentation, who 
laboured in his spare time for the community on the Technical School Board and on the School 
Committee, when his practical knowledge was invaluable. These two men had rowed in the 
same boat, one pulling the other steering, and they had never run against a snag. In thorough 
concord one had led the management and the other the tuition of ono of the most satisfactory 



 
 

 
 

schools in the Wellington district. The service rendered by the schoolmaster was becoming day 
by day move valued. He was not sure whether his influence was not more important that his 
teaching.. Mr. Lee referred to Mr. Grundy's work on educational associations and conferences, 
and to his promptness to take up any new thought that was worth espousing. He hoped that Mr. 
Grundy would be able to retire while he had still many happy years before him. (Applause.) 
The address presented to Mr. Robertson, which was handsomely illuminated and framed, read 
as follows:— 
"David Robertson, Esq., chairman of the Clyde Quay School Committee. Dear Sir,—On the 
completion of your 21 years' service as chairman of the Clyde Quay School Committee the 
householders of the district desire to convey to yon their sincere- appreciation of the valuable 
services you have rendered to the school. The hearty interest you have always taken in the 
institution has been annually demonstrated by the confidence reposed in you by the 
householders in returning you to office, and by the faith in your administrative capacity shown 
by the successive- committees in electing you to the chair. On behalf of the householders of 
the district we desire to congratulate you on your unique record, and trust that you will long bo 
spared to perform the important work you have so capably controlled in the past." 
Mr. George Wilson expressed the deep debt of obligation owed by the householders of the 
district to Mr. Grundy and Mr. Robertson,' both of whom he had known before the Clyde Quay 
School was built. 
Dr. Elliott, .as an "old boy" who had been present on the first day that the school was opened, 
conveyed the appreciation of past scholars for the very valuable services of Mr. Grundy and 
Mr. Robertson. Mr. Grundy had been one of the pioneers of the movement for the abolition of 
"home work." As regards Mr. Robertson, not only had he done noble work for the school, but 
the speaker was sure that none could have done more. .  
Mr. Robertson, in returning thanks, declared that the householders had only done what was 
right to Mr. Grundy, but that his own share in the school's success was very small. The 
committees' of the schools wero only scavengers. It was their business to keep the house clean, 
and let the work go on. .They had to see, also, that up-to-date facilities wero provided for the 
work, and the Clyde Quay committee had made that ono of its main objects. Other members 
of the committees—Messrs. W. Cable, D. McLean, J. Russell, C. Stewart, and others—had 
done quite as much as he. Ho did not think, that the committees had had the slightest friction 
with Mr. Grundy during all the years. One of the secrets of their good agreement was that the 
committee had never held any secret meetings; the headmaster had always been invited to be 
present. 
Mr. Grundy, in the course of his reply, said that he had only done his duty, and that not so well 
as might have been, he had been very fortunate in his surroundings, both at Masterton and 
Clyde Quay. Every assistance had been given him by the committees and by parents.  
The proceedings wero most enthusiastic throughout, and Mr. Robertson and Mr. Grundy, on 
rising to speak, were given very hearty greetings by the audience.  
The following contributed to the entertainment programme: Overture, pianoforte, Mrs. 
Montague; songs, Messrs E. J. Hill, G. Parsons, and 'Searle; recitations, Mrs. Sutcliffe  and Mr. 
Porter; smoke pictures, Mr. Brown; 'cello solo, Mr. F. Johnstone. Refreshments were served at 
the conclusion of the evening., 



 
 

 
 

7th June 1910 Speaking at the meeting held last night to make presentations to the headmaster 
and chairman of the committee of the Clyde' Quay school, Dr. Elliott laid his finger on a weak 
spot in the primary school system of education. He was afraid, he said, that he could not extend 
the same amount of praise to the system as to those who carried it out. While the children who 
went through the schools were very forward in nearly every respect, he was afraid that they did 
not have. the same acquaintance with their mother tongue, and desire to read good literature, 
which would improve them after they left school, that they might have. If children when they 
left, school, had no desire to extend their study and to read the best class of books, for "all 
practical purposes their education had ceased. Whit- there was much to he said for the primary 
school system, it seemed to him that a good proportion of the pupils after they left school, only 
wanted to read the sporting news in the paper, or the football notes. They appeared to him to 
be a want of knowledge  of the "well of English undefiled." 
28th June 1910 The final meeting in connection with the presentation to Mr. W. T. Grundy, 
headmaster of the Clyde. Quay School was held last evening. The secretary (Mr. Forsyth) 
reported that in all the sum of .£49 19s. 6d. had been subscribed by householders and ex-pupils. 
This sum, beside covering the cost of the presentations to Mr. Grundy and Mr. David Robertson 
(chairman of committee) and the social, left a balance of £1 18s. 6d.,. which it was decided to 
hand over to Mr. Grundy. 
27th July 1910 Wellington Education Board: Leave for 2 months granted to Miss Campbell 
Clyde Quay (two months) 
13th August 1910 'A-splendid "example has been set by the Clyde .Quay School in the matter 
of swelling the funds for' the Children's Hospital. As the'- result of an appeal to the children by 
Mr. W. T. Grundy, the headmaster, who stipulated that donations should be from their own 
moneyboxes—the spirit of self-sacrifice could only be properly, shown by giving of their own 
--over £12 was collected, which sum included contributions, from the teaching staff as well 
31st August 1910 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence granted to Miss Howden 
(Clyde Quay) 
27th September 1910 Saluting the Flag: The day was fittingly celebrated in the public schools. 
Lessons were carried on as usual until 11 o'clock, when the pupils wero marched into the 
playgrounds of their respective schools to salute the flag. This ceremony over the National 
Anthem was sung. This was followed by three ringing cheers and the youngster's were 
dismissed for the remainder of the day. At several of the schools speeches were delivered by 
the headmasters and members of the school committee’s. Addressing the children at the Clyde 
quay school, the headmaster (Mr W. T. Grundy) said, it was their duty to grow up strong, 
physically, mentally and morally 
12th December 1910 The Public Schools Tennis ""championships concluded to-day, when the 
Kilbirnie School won the cup, representatives of this school securing the girls' singles, girls' 
doubles and the combined doubles championship. The boys' singles[Hicks] and girls doubles 
[E Capper and R Jones] championships were won by Clyde Quay. 
15th December 1910. The Chamber of Commerce gave out prizes to each city school: Clyde 
Quay: Arithmetic, Norman 'Moss; composition, Dora Johnstone; writing, . Alfred Cooper, 
17th December 1910 CLYDE QUAY. The following certificates were presented at Clyde Quay 
Scnool: —" 



 
 

 
 

Attendance certificates (.first class).— Standard 1 Ivy Dormer, Dorothy Burnett, Marie 
Manthel,,' Amy Tofts,' Walter Barclay, Charles ' McCluskey, ' Francis Renner,. Fred Prince. :  
Standard II: Lance ;Brown,: Charles Cooper, Bert Dement, Allan Erskine,  Andrew - Kuch, 
Richard Osborne, Owen Robinson,- Craig Renner.  Brian Seed.  Noel -Waken, Fred Ward, 
Hector Wright,. Marjorie Beck.-,  
Standard 111: 'Zeda-- Robinson, Rosi Kucn, Edna Schanat, Agatha Peterson,.; Annie 
Macpherson, ,- Kathleen Low, Annie Sales, Ivan Howard, James Meyer, Stanley Prince, 
Reginald Dawson, Bernard Rhodes, .Leslie -Linney,' Leslie Knox,' David Clark, Russell 
Henderson, Walter Chapman:  
Standard IV:'. Mabel Day, J 'Dawson, Eileen French,- Joy Sutherland, Dorothea Tees; Vera 
Bailey, Leslie Driver, Eric Fisher, .; Clement Howe, William  Meyer, . Percy Port , Harry 
Pickard, Eric Pollard, Selwyn Rod, Harry Townsley. . 
Standard V James .Goer,, Lestock Jones, : Thomas McCarrison, William Staples,-' Charles 
Trott, Cedric Wallace, Richard Wakelin, M. Barclay, H. Basine,: A. Gibson, D. Gamble, 'M. 
Heley, A. Martin.:  
Standard VI: Albert Cooper,- William Fisher, Kenneth Heley, Victor Johnson, Norman Moss, 
Jack Prince, Cyril Rishworth,- William .Wearne; Elsie Gaudin, Dora Johnstone. . . ' 
Proficiency certificates .—Standard V Leonard- Allen, Albert Cooper, Victor Cray, William 
Fisher,' Kenneth Heley, Hartley Jenkinson, .Victor' Johnson. Herbert. Jordan, Cyril King: 
Verne Little, Norman Moss,- Oliver Ohlsson, Kjba Pitkowsky,: Horace- Petherick, Jack Prince, 
Ralph Reynell, ",Arthur- Rogers.: Cyril Rishworth, Stanley Stephenson. Ethel Capper, Myrtle 
Foote,-Olive Fisher, Elsie Gaudin, May Hyde, Edna Hopkirk. 'Annie Harris, Dora Johnstone.. 
Alice Johnstone. Florrie Johnston, Nena Jones, Doris King. Evelyn McFarlane, Aileen Seed, 
Hilda Talbot, Gladys Townsley, Florence Thomson, Gladys Vause, .Enid Williamson. 

1911	
1911 647 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £385.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Thwaites BA Jno E B1  Assistant Master  £285.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £225.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sydney W D2  Assistant Master  £185.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay East Alfred F D C3  Assistant Master  £170.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice E2  Assistant Female  £165.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £160.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D3 Assistant Female £135.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Caddick BA Alf E B4 Assistant Master £135.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Stanton Alice J D2 Assistant Female £110.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Garnham Grace D4 Assistant Female £95.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Higgins Jessie D2 Assistant Female £90.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Clachan Mary C  FP3 £45.00 
1911 647 Clyde Quay Duncan Eliza B  FP2 £35.00 

Jessie Higgins taught at Clyde Quay as an assistant 1909 to 1913 and 1915 was at Mount Cook 
Boys’ In 1914 she was in London visiting the High Commissioner’s Office 
12th May 1914  Miss Jessie Higgins, of  Wellington, has been sent to England by the New 
Zealand Education Department to gain new ideas on education, and expects to remain for a 



 
 

 
 

year. She is now studying Montessori methods at the Compton Street Council School, and later 
hopes to visit other educational institutions, before travelling in. England and on the Continent.  
1916/3760 Jessie Higgins Ambrose Francis Gamage 
Mrs Jessie Gamage taught at Mt Cook Boys’ 1917. Karori by 1919 and South Wellington by 
1921. 
1946/31562 Gamage Jessie 75Y 
Mary C Clachan only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay 1911 and 
1912 as a pupil teacher 
1st February 1911  Mr. J. S. Tennant, inspector under the 'Wellington Education Board, has 
been granted six months' leave of absence for the purpose of visiting the Old Country. Hewill 
leave New Zealand in July next, and during his absence Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster 'of 
the Clyde Quay School, now one of the oldest teachers in the board's service, will act as 
inspector.  
1st February 1911 Wellington Education Board: Miss H. M, Webb (of Clyde Quay), to relieve 
Miss Thornton from February [At the Normal/Model School. A Normal school was anything 
but normal. It was attached to the Training College and used to train teachers] 
1st February 1911 Mary Clachan appointed as a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay. 
21st February 1911  The first meeting this year of the Clyde Quay School Committee was held 
at the school last evening. The roll showed a total of 700 scholars, making an increase of 30 on 
last year's roll. The average attendance at present is 653. .The committee congratulated Mr. 
Grundy on his appointment as inspector of schools during the absence of Mr. J. S. Tennant, 
M.A. It was decided to have a rifle range erected for the use  of the cadets. 
3rd March 1911 Stanley Grundy, son. of Mr. Wm. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde 
Quay School, who has been associated with the common law branch of Messrs. Chapman, 
Skerrett Wylie", and Tripp's business, left for Auckland yesterday to take up a position with 
Messrs. Nicholson and Gribden solicitors of that city. 
6th March 1911  Clyde Quay School again asserted its superiority in swimming by easily 
retaining possession of the Duthie Cup. The trophy, which is held by the school winning this 
championship each year, has remained continuously in the possession of Clyde Quay since it 
was  presented some six years ago. Eight schools entered teams, but of these Newtown, Terrace 
and Maranui failed to face the starter. 
25th April 1911 It was announced at last evening's meeting of householders that the Clyde 
Quay School had won the Duthie Cup (for swimming) six years in succession. The school got 
within one point of winning the schools' sports championship. 
25th April 1911 In his annual report to the householders Mr. W. T. Grundy,- headmaster of 
the Clyde Quay School, had the following paragraph:— , I have recently interviewed Mr. 
Baillie, of the City Council's library, with reference to a plan to utilise the books of the 
children's branch, of the library. Mr. Baillie informs me that h committee. of the library is very 
anxious to bring those books within the reach of the children of' the public schools,- and I 
would suggest that a sub-committee of the School Committee be empowered to interview and 
mako such arrangements with the Library Committee as may be deemed necessary. The 
teaching staff of the school will very cheerfully do whatever is necessary in taking care of the 
books lent, On being invited to speak on the subject at last evening's meeting, Mr. Grundy said 



 
 

 
 

a paragraph in the paper had drawn his attention to the matter, and on looking up authorities he 
had found that in America the libraries sent out boxes of books to the schools, carefully 
graduated in character according to the standards. It seemed to hm that here was a good field. 
He remembered when they instituted a library and had 700 or 800 books, but they had fallen 
on evil times, and had not' been able to purchase new books. He called on Mr. Baillie at the 
Free. Public Library, and was shown a really, admirable selection of books for children. He at 
once suggested that the librarian should experiment with the American idea on the Clyde Quay 
School. Mr. Baillie was delighted. In America, the books were sent round in specially-made 
boxes; the teacher was held responsible for .the books and called for their return at the end of 
the week. When the box was exhausted it was repacked and sent back, and. another was sent 
in its place, so that there was n constant stream of new literature of the very best kind. On that 
point he would like to say how much the "School Journal" was appreciated. The faces of the 
boys and girl? lit up with unmistakable pleasure when, he took the copies into the rooms every 
month. It was new reading matter! "I don't think wo have enough new reading matter," 
continued. Mr. Grundy. "We want as many books as possible of the right sort—that's the 
point—of the right sort. We want the children to read with avidity—that is the way to create 
taste for good literature." 
25th April 1911 CLYDE QUAY. FINANCE NOT STRONG. The annual Report of the Clyde 
Quay School Committee states that at the last meeting of householders a resolution was passed 
protesting against the reduction of the capitation allowance, and a deputation waited on the 
board with respect to the matter. Last November a revised scale of allowances was issued by 
the board, by which the committee received an. increase on the allowance it had to begin the 
year with, but that increase did not make the allowance equal to the 9d. per head allowance 
formerly granted. The money received as rent for the school grounds by two tennis clubs had 
dialled the committee to supply sports materials for the scholars during the year. The committee 
had tried to deal with the question of Bible-reading in-,schools, Each school committee in the 
city "and suburbs had been written to and invited to attend a meeting to discuss the matter. 
Only three replies were received. The Meeting was called for the date fixed, but the attendance 
was too small to permit of any business being done. It was hoped that the 'school cadets would 
soon have the use of a miniature rifle range. The committee congratulates, . Mr. Grundy on 
'being appointed the acting-inspector to the board, while regretting the loss of his services. 
 The headmasters' report states that the number of names on the roll was 706, and the average 
attendance for the year was 635. The work of Mr. Dineen, truant inspector, is "commended, as 
is also the work of the school staff. In the competition for National and Board scholarships,. 
Dora Johnstone was successful. She also obtained a good position on the list for the Dominion. 
In the tennis championship matches, the school won the boys' singles and girls' doubles, and 
came very close to winning the schools' championship. The Duthie Cup for swimming was 
again won by the school. The -receipts' for the sports fund amounted to .£24 12s. 7d., and a 
credit balance of £24 16s. 3d, is carried forward to next year. 
At the meeting of householders last night, the treasurer (Mr. James Mitchell) said it was more 
fancied than real, as £5 was due to the caretaker s at the end of the month, and there were other 
calls to meet. He wished to say that if it had not been for the increase of grant made by the 
board there would have been a considerable debit balance this year. The board people imagined 
that they had plenty of money, but that was not so; The position might have been worse for he 



 
 

 
 

had heard of a Taranaki school committee who had had to find money out of their own pockets 
to keep the school going.  
The chairman , (Mr. D. Robertson) mentioned that since the report bad been prepared they had 
heard that the miniature rifle range had arrived. After a skirmish over the Bible-in-schools 
question, and a reference to the Nelson system of religious instruction, the reports were 
adopted, on the the motion of the chairman, who remarked that it was the completion of his 
twenty-second year as a committeeman. The following committee was elected: ( : D. 
Robertson. J. W. Fosette, T. Forsyth, W. B. Strong, ,W. McDonald, J. ;R. Burley, James 
Mitchell, J. G. T Duthie, and W. J. Gaudin 
25th April 1911 An organised “ticket” by the Bible in schools supporters captured last year’s 
meeting of householders at the Clyde quay school and secured the return of a committee 
pledged to further the movement. 'At last night’s meeting the retiring committee were twitted 
with having been insincere in their enthusiasm for the movement. The committee's report 
stated: “The committee tried to deal with the question of Bible reading’ in the school. Each 
school committee in the city and suburbs was invited to attend a meeting to discuss the matter. 
Only- three replies favourable to the meeting being held were received. It was decided to hold 
the meeting, and the date was fixed, but the attendance on the night of the proposed meeting 
was not large enough to do any business, and it had to adjourn sine die. Nothing further has 
been done, as this committee is of opinion that it cannot do anything without the co-operation 
of some of the other school committees.” One of the householders asked whether, seeing it 
could not immediately secure the reading of the Bible during school hours, the committee had 
shown earnestness by making any attempt to have Bible reading at the school during other 
hours? It was admitted that nothing had been done in that direction. The chairman,' Mr R. 
Robertson, reiterated what he had said at previous meetings, that Bible reading in school could 
not be secured without legislation. 
25th April 1911 It was announced at last evening's meeting of householders that the Clyde 
Quay School had won the Duthie Cup (for swimming) six years in succession. The school got 
within one point of winning the schools' sports championship 
25th April 1911 Mr W. T. Grundy,-headmaster of the Clyde Quay school, was congratulated 
last evening in the school committee’s annual report on his appointment as acting inspector 
during the absence on leave of one of the education Board's inspectors 
8th June 1911 At the monthly meeting of the Clyde Quay School Committee, held on Tuesday 
night, leave of absence was granted to the headmaster, Mr. W. T. Grundy, ill order that he 
might take up the duties of inspector during the absence in England of Mr. J. Tennant. Mr. J. 
E. Thwaites, M.A. first assistant, will be in charge during Mr. Grundy's absence, and 
arrangements were made whereby the work of the school will be carried on efficiently. It was 
reported that the prevailing epidemic of measles had seriously affected the school attendance, 
and it was decided to notify the Education Board so that the annual capitation would not be 
reduced therein – 
12th June 1911  Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, was congratulated 
on his appointment as temporary Inspector of Schools (in place of Mr. Tennent) at a meeting 
of the Headmasters' Association, held on Saturday.  
16th June 1911 The libraries committee of the City Council was waited upon recently by a 
deputation from the Clyde quay school committee, which asked that the children's branch of 



 
 

 
 

the Public Library be made available to the scholars of the school. The libraries committee 
have promised to go carefully into the matter at it* next meeting, and a report will be submitted 
to the council. 
17th June 1911 The children of the Clyde Quay School to the number of nearly 700 were 
presented with Coronation medals yesterday in the presence of Mr. David Robertson (chairman 
of the School Committee) and several members of the committee. The opportunity was also 
taken to say good-bye  to Mr. W. T. Grundy, the headmaster, who has been appointed acting-
inspector during the absence abroad of Mr, Tennant  
21st June 1911 Mr. Robertson stated that many of the Clyde Quay School children were 
suffering from measles. There was a. regular epidemic. 
20th July 1911 The monthly meeting of the Clyde Quay School Committee was held on 
Tuesday night. The headmaster reported that the epidemic of measles was passing off and the 
increased average of the attendance since the school was reopened was very satisfactory. On 
account of the limited amount of playground, and unsuitable nature of the ground it was found 
impossible to do any tree-planting in the school grounds on Arbor Day, but the headmaster 
reported that he had addressed the scholars on the benefits and aims of Arbor Day. After some 
discussion it was resolved that a flower-growing  competition he held amongst the scholars at 
the end of the year, and a sub-committee consisting of Messrs. Burley, Duthie and McDonald 
was appointed to draw up draft rules relative to the holding of such competition and the 
allocation of prizes  
17th August 1911 At the monthly meeting of the Clyde quay school committee it was decided 
that a letter he sent to the library committee of the City Council asking when the proposed 
experimental scheme for utilising the children’s portion of the Public Library would be put into 
operation! A special meeting of the committee is to Ire held in a fortnight to receive the sub-
committee's report and to make arrangements , for the children competitive flower show which 
will be held later on in the year. 
19th August 1911 Pahiatua Herald: Mr W T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde Quay school, 
Wellington, is at present acting as relieving inspector during the absence from the Dominion 
of Inspector Tennant. Air Grundy is accompanying Chief-inspector Fleming on his official visit 
to this district. 
2nd September 1911 To encourage a love of horticulture in the scholars, the committee of 
the Clyde Quay School has decided to hold a flower show at the breaking-up of the school for 
the summer holidays in December. The children have been informed that prizes will be given 
for the best displays of flowers planted and tended by themselves, and also for the best show 
of vegetables, in the growing of which the children have been concerned. The idea is being 
enthusiastically taken up.  
21st September 1911 At the monthly meeting of the committee of the Clyde Quay School a 
letter was received from the town clerk (-Mr. J. R. Palmer) intimating that the council had 
decided to grant the committee's request for the use of the children's library, the final 
arrangements to be made with the chief librarian. The chairman reported that great interest was 
being taken by the scholars in the competitive flower show to be held in December. 
Arrangements were made, in accordance with a request, from the Education Board to celebrate 
Dominion Day, when suitable addresses will be given by the chairman and headmaster. The 



 
 

 
 

headmaster reported Mr. D. Robertson had generously offered a prize for the beat essay on 
"Dominion Day: Its Aims and how Best to Promote Them." 
16th September 1911 Re Dominion Day: At the Clyde Quay, School an essay, competition was 
held in connection with the event, The prizes for the same being presented by Mr D Robertson 
chairman of Committee.- The winners were  adjudged to be E. Rishworth and E. Moss 
27th September 1911 Wellington Education Board: Grant Clyde Quay retaining wall 
13th November 1911 Wellington Education Board: TENDERS for Painting, of the CLYDE 
QUAY SCHOOL win be received at the Education Board Office up to Noon of Wednesday, 
22nd November. 
24th November 1911 The monthly meeting of - the Clyde Quay School Committee was held 
on Wednesday evening. The headmaster's report was very satisfactory the average, attendance 
for the past month being 91.5 per cent. The Visiting Committee reported having found 
everything about the school in perfect order.. It was decided to grant the Defence Department 
the use of the grounds and a room as requested, and to grant the use of the schoolroom to the 
Swifts Amateur Swimming Club for the purpose of instructing classes in lifesaving drill. It was 
decided to close the entries on November 30 for the competitive flower show, to be held on 
December 13. The competition has been taken up with great enthusiasm by the scholars and 
promises to be a great success. A sub-committee, consisting of Messrs. Burley. Duthie, and 
McDonald, was appointed to carry out the details of the show. 
29th November 1911 Wellington Education Board: The following tenders wero 
accepted: Clyde Quay (painting, etc.), William Nicol,  £84 
11th December 1911. The stony nature of the grounds surrounding Clyde Quay School has 
debarred the School Committee from attempting anything in the nature of tree-planting on' 
Arbor Day. In order to compensate for this, and with a view to stimulate  the youthful minds 
of the scholars to a closer knowledge of practical horticulture, the committee decided , to hold 
a summer flower show. The schedule includes elates for table decorations, bouquets, pot plants 
and vegetables, and the idea has been taken up -so enthusiastically by the scholars that there 
will be 350 exhibits. The first show is to be held in the schoolroom on Tuesday, and is to be 
opened by Mr. J. G. W. Aitken at 3 p.m. Several valuable prizes have been donated by the 
Stewart. Hardware Company, J. Duthie and Company. Ltd., Briscoe and Company. Ltd., J. T. 
Thwaites and others, 'it is to be hoped that the labours of the sub-committee -Messrs. Burly, 
Duthie and McDonald-who have spent much time in organising the show, will receive the 
hearty support of the householders of the district. 
12th December 1911 Wellington Education Board: Appointment assistant master Mr W E 
Fossette 
14th December 1911 The annual breaking-up ceremony at Clyde Quay School took place 
yesterday afternoon, when the 'assembled scholars were addressed by Messrs. Robertson and 
Forsyth, after which the certificates of proficiency, competency, and attendance were 
presented. Scott and McCaul were awarded the football medals, and the proceedings terminated 
with  cheers for the teachers and the singing of the National Anthem. 
15th December 1911 At the Clyde Quay School on Wednesday the following pupils were 
presented with certificates: Proficiency—Eric Brasch, George Champion, Ray Chapman, 
Herbert Fiebig James Goer, Sidney Gully. William Hicks,  Eric King, Wilfred Leicester, Robert 
Leslie, Kenneth Martin, Thomas McCarrison, Treavers McLeod, Harold North, Oliver 



 
 

 
 

Ohision, Cecil Partridge. Arnold Perry, Cecil Rishworth, Keith  Sandilands, Donald Scott, 
Stanley Shaw, Frank Siemonick, Oliver Sims, Hyman Spolskv, William Staples, Sidney 
Stokes, Charles Trott. "Richard Wakelin, Walter Ward, Ada Barley, Edna Barratt, Hilda lvy 
Fraser, Agnes Gibson, Annie Harris, Doris Kirker, Amy Martin, Zeta Moss,  Phyllis Murray, 
Aileen Seed, Mavis Skinner,' Margery Stuart, Florrie Van Borssum, Rose "Waring, Effie 
Wright. 
Competency—lsadore Abel, Malcolm Armit, Roydon Barry, Leslock Jones, Gerard Schaef, 
Ian Taylor, Kenneth Wallis Marjory Baldwin, Mary Barclay, Ethel Burton, Doris Howes, Doris 
Howse, Lily Jones, Phyllis Massey, Martina McGregor.  
Attendance certificates of the first class wero gained by seventy-three pupils, and. of the second 
class by sixty-three pupils of the school. 

1912	
1912 644 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £390.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Thwaites  Jno E B1  Assistant Master  £290.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £230.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sydney W D2  Assistant Master  £190.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay East Alfred F D C2  Assistant Master  £175.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice F E2  Assistant Female  £165.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £165.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D3 Assistant Female £135.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Stanton Alice J D2 Assistant Female £115.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Garnham Grace C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Higgins Jessie D2 Assistant Female £95.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Clachan Mary C   FP4 £55.00 
1912 644 Clyde Quay Murray Edith M   FP3 £55.00 

Edith M Murray only taught for the Wellington Education Board in 1912 as a pupil teacher 
for the Wellington Education Board  
4th March 1912 Swimming Ladies Carnival: The most interesting event on the programme was 
the schoolgirls' championship, decided over four distances. Each race was easily won by Miss 
Janet Ward, of Clyde quay school. She was never pushed and in the 100 yards event won 
slowing up by about 20 yards 
27th March 1912 Wellington Education Board: Miss E Duncan Clyde Quay resignation 
accepted. 
10th April 1912 The American system of supplying travelling libraries to State schools from 
the chief public library of the city is to be tried in Wellington within a week or two. It may be 
remembered that Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, was struck with 
the idea as explained by Mr. Herbert Baillie (Public Librarian) on his return from America and 
asked through his committee that the new idea should be tried in connection with his school. 
The proposal was agreed to, and a good many suitable books have been secured for the 
initiation of the scheme in Wellington. A little longer time has been taken over the matter owing 
to its being an unfavourable time of the year for buying books locally, most of the places having 
pretty well exhausted their stocks -of the right kind of books for boys and girls at Christmas. A 
number of bookcases have been provided at the Clyde Quay School for the third, fourth, fifth, 



 
 

 
 

and sixth class scholars, and these are installed for a stated period in a day or two, and when 
the supply is exhausted they will probably be sent on to another school, and Clyde Quay will 
get a fresh supply. By this method one lot of books will last a school a considerable time. If 
there be sixty scholars in a class and sixty books are provided, they would last a school sixty 
weeks, or well over a year. The scheme cannot yet be said to have been definitely adopted—it 
is only an experiment—but everyone interested in school libraries will have their eyes on 
the "Clyde Quay School experiment" during the current year 
22nd April 1912 The annual report of the committee of the Clyde Quay School states that the 
number on the- roll for the past year was 738, and the average number was 647". The average 
hail suffered somewhat owing to epidemics of measles, whooping cough, and influenzas. 
Careful attention had been given during their monthly visits to all work necessary to keep the 
school grounds and buildings in a good state of repair, and during the annual vacation the 
buildings were thoroughly renovated and painted. The school still maintained a high standard 
of efficiency in field of sport and retained the Duthie Cup for swimming for the seventh year 
in succession. In tennis the boys' doubles championship was annexed by the school 
representatives, who were also runners-up in the boys' single and girls' double. , A successful 
competitive flower show was held in December last in the infant school. The committee was 
of opinion that it was desirable to make the show an annual one. An important innovation 
which, with the hearty co-operation of Mr. Grundy and Mr. H. Bakkie (City Librarian), the 
committee had been enabled to introduce, was the supply of suitable literature from the Public. 
Library for the free use of scholars. The committee, desired to express its thanks to the Library 
Committee of the City Council for the very generous way in which it took up the proposal and 
was confidently expected that the scholars would appreciate very highly the facilities thus 
afforded them for the free use of such a library. The report also noted that Mr. .Thwaites took 
charge of the school in the absence of Mr. W. T. Grundy (while substitute as inspector for Mr. 
Tennant). In his annual report, Mr. Grundy, headmaster, said the work of the school had 
proceeded regularly and smoothly during the year. The only change in the staff had been the 
well-deserved promotion of Mr. Caddick. Mr. Grundy expresses his thanks to the staff for the 
loyal and whole-hearted manner in which they had assisted in carrying out the work of the 
school. 
23rd April 1912 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. The annual meeting for the election of .the Clyde 
Quay School Committee was held last evening, the attendance numbering about fifty. Mr. D. 
Robertson occupied the chair.  
The report and balance-sheet for the year just ended (published in yesterday’s issue) was read 
and adopted, and a veto of thanks to the school staff and retiring committee was passed. The 
following committee was elected-.—Messrs. D. Robertson, J. G. Duthie, J. WAA ; . Forsette, 
W. B. Strong, W. J. Gaudin, R-. P. Hatch,. W. J. Harland, J. Mitchell, T. Forsyth. 
 It was decided that, as last year's flower show had proved such a success, the affair should be 
made an annual one. 
 It was furthermore announced that four hundred volumes for the free school library—a system 
which the Clyde Quay School is the first to initiate, owing to the assistance of Mr. Sievwright 
and Mr. Baillie—have been received from the City Council.  



 
 

 
 

Another matter of interest which was discussed was that relating to the purchase of a picture 
by the schools for presenting to the National Art Gallery, and it was decided that the school, 
by subscriptions and donations, should bear its proportion of the cost.  
Before the conclusion of the meeting, the following officers were elected:— Chairman, Mr. D. 
Robertson; secretary, Mr. Forsyth; treasurer, Mr. Mitchell. 
23rd April 1912 As the Clyde quay school grounds are not suitable for the celebration of Arbor 
Day by tree-planting, the day was observed last December by a competitive flower show among 
the scholars. It was decided by the new committee last evening to repeat this manner of 
celebrating Arbor Day. 
25th May 1912 Gradually the scholars attending State schools from the third to the sixth 
standards are being given an opportunity of viewing the Baillie collection of British paintings, 
which is still attracting large attendances to the fine gallery in Waterloo Quay. …….Yesterday 
a contingent of scholars from the Clyde Quay School paid a visit to the Baillie Gallery. From 
an educational point of view the paintings should be of the greatest value to the young people. 
.9th August 1912 lifesaving Wellington Centre,: It was also pleasing to note that several 
secondary and primary schools had, after receiving information, signified their desire to co-
operate with the centre in the work among the elder school children. More especially was this 
so in the case of the Clyde quay school, and the centre’s thanks were accordingly tendered to 
the head-) master, Mr W. Grundy, for the  lively interest evinced and for assurances of his 
desire to assist in spreading the knowledge of the society’s) methods 
24th August 1912 The monthly meeting of the Clyde Quay School Committee was held last 
night. The inspector's report was received and disclosed very  satisfactory results. The 
attendance at the recent examinations was 684 out of a total on the roll of 716. The number in 
each class varied from 40 to 67, the average number under the control of each teacher being 
about 55. The view was expressed by members that the classes were altogether too large to 
ensure proper efficiency. Palliser's Pharmacies forwarded an emergency case of first-aid outfit, 
for the use of the school in view of any mishap. Members expressed their appreciation of such 
a useful and thoughtful gift, and the secretary was directed to acknowledge the gift with thanks. 
30th November 1912 Its just splendid!" said Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde Quay 
School, when asked how the new library scheme was getting on. The scheme is one adopted in 
American schools, whereby the free public libraries, assisted by the municipalities and school 
authorities, supplied boxes of . books to each of the schools of a .character to suit the ages of 
those in the various standards. The principle in the rough is that if there are 60 students in a 
class. a box of 60 books is secured, and at the rate of one book a week it takes the class 60 
weeks to get through  that lot. When they are done with them -that box of books is sent on to 
another school, and .either a fresh one or one from another: school is obtained to take their 
place. Mr. H. Baillie (Public Librarian) was impressed with this scheme  and suggested its 
adoption in Wellington on his return from America over a year ago. After some deliberation it 
was decided to experiment, and the Clyde Quay School Committee being first in with an 
application was selected as the medium. ' 
"Yes, it is' an entire success, and must, be beneficial to the scholars, for not only were a very 
fine lot of books. selected, but the teachers were given the privilege of selecting others which 
they deemed suitable. It has been going now for six months, and the' scholars are as keen as 
ever. They look well after the books— I have noticed that if a book goes out with a brown' 



 
 

 
 

paper cover it invariably comes back with it on, showing that the boys and girls are exercising 
l care in looking after the books. The pain to the scholar, of course, is the wide variety of. 
suitable literature, the scheme opens 'out, which could hardly be secured to State school 
children by any other means. In former years we had our own school libraries, but one lot of 
books amongst 700 or 800 children did not go far and owing to the expense we could not keep 
on freshening it up with new purchases. The new. idea offers a very sensible and economical 
way of securing good literature for  the children, and I am sure it will be a great success when 
it is extended to the other schools in Wellington." 
30th October 1912 Wellington Education Board: Miss E Murry  Pupil Teacher Clyde Quay 
resigns 30th November 1912 
30th November 1912 . The Royal Life-Saving Society is arranging with the Clyde Quay 
School Committee for the use of a class-room in which to hold life-saving classes. Swimmers 
will, do well to attend these classes and learn the methods of aiding others in the water. ……. 
19th December 1912 The Clyde Quay School's second annual summer flower show was 
opened by the Mayor (Mr. D. McLaren) at the New Century' Hall, Kent Terrace, yesterday 
afternoon.  
Both the ground floor and the upstairs portion of the hall were laid out with tables prettily 
decorated with flowers by the children. Miss Murray, florist, acted as judge of the decorated 
tables, and Mr. D N. Wilkinson judged the other exhibits. 
Last evening a short and enjoyable entertainment' was given by the scholars,, who were present 
with their parents and friends in large numbers. The prize list is as follows:— ] 
Best decorated table—Erica Pasche.  
Most number of points in cut flowers Olive Clark-  
Most number of points in vegetable class —G. Beveridge.'  
Best exhibit, in show, any class—Eunice Wyatt. , :  
Most number of points in pot-grown plants— Vera Wallis. 
Best collection of (vegetables, for boys Arthur Leaman 
 Best collection of vegetables, for girls— M. Barclay.  
Other prize-winners Olive. Clark, Erica Pasche, M. Green; Hilda Evans, Letty Gower, Linda 
Hickey, J. Bisart, M. Miller, A. Ward, Thelma Barr, M. Stevenson, J. Thorns, Lislock Jones, 
S. Hopkirk, Niel Goldie, Jean Turnbull, Doris Tees. Vera Wallis, Una Callighan, Jessie Card, 
Rita Westwood, L. Baldwin, M. Gray, Arthur Ieaman, and M. Barclay. . The prizes were 
presented' to the children by Mr. D, Robertson 
20th December 1912  CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL Proficiency, competency, and attendance , 
certificates were presented to successful. Clyde quay school pupils at the' New Century Hall 
last night by the chair, man of the school committee, Mr D. Robertson. The list is as under: 
Proficiency certificates.—Joseph Benjamin, Roy Blair, James Bonzies, Louis Card, Godfrey 
Deck. Leslie Driver, Eric Fisher, Jack Forsyth, Leonard  France, Arthur Gower, Andrew Gray, 
Raymond Harper, John Hopkirk, Clement Howe, Robert Henry, leetook Jones, Joseph 
Jameson, Henry Kuch, Mar Mackinnon, John -Martin, John McKelvey, Lawrence Mitchell, 
Percy Port, Erie Pollard, Arnold Perry, John Petley; Selwyn  Rod, Abraham Spolsky, Gerard 
Schaef, John Wilson, Frank Wright, Frank Westwood, Kenneth Wallis, John Young. Muriel 
Andrews. Thelma Barr, Phyllis Barrett, Mary Barclay, Gladys Bowater, Thelma Bailey, 
Marjorie Charters, Gladys Dixon. Mabel Day. Hilda Evans, Evelyn Forbes, Minna. Gray. Sibyl 



 
 

 
 

Hopkirk, Doris Howse, Doris Hayes; Gladys Hyde, Norah Hueston, Violet Johnson, Erica 
Pasche, Grace Pengelly, Chrissie Powell, Thelma Pilcher, Rita Raikes. Doris Rogers, Emily 
Rodgers, Joy Sutherland, Vera Teasdale, Dorrie Tees, Janet Ward.'  
Competency certificates. —Arthur Prince Charles Petley,' Frank Smith, Ina Foley, Eileen 
French, Mabel Gully, Mattie-Miller, Leah Pool. ‘  
Attendance certificates, first class.— ’Arnold Perry, -Selwyn’ Rod, Dorrie Tees. Marjorie 
Chartres, Minna Gray, Cyril Day, Russel Henderson, Lawrence McGregor, Harry Hyman. - 
Leonard Raikes,' Rose Kuch, Julia Spolsky, Christina Powell.. Eileen Atkinson,. Vera Dawson, 
Arthur Gower, Gerard Schaef, Linda Hickey, May Hardy. Hector Wright, Agatha Peterson, -
Charles Cooper, Burt Dement, Allan Erskine, Cyril Hindmarsh. Andrew Kuch, Arthur Leaman, 
Fred Ward, Richard Osborne, Thelma Lessen, Dorothy Burnett, Valencia Kathleen McKelvey. 
Lena Shearer, Jean Wheeler. Fred Prince, Matthew Barr, Frank Grady, Stephen Osborne, 
William Johnstone, James Powell. John Bornholdt, Lily McBride Phyllis Ward. Basil Gibson, 
Minnie Hayrico. Maud Harrington, Alexander Keogh, Stanley Tofts. Stanley Apps, Gordon 
Spence, William Orr, Ernest Constable. Aroada Tait, Kenneth Gibson. Robert Spence, Emma 
Peterson.  
Attendance certificates, second class.—Eric Fisher. John Young, Sibyl Hopkirk, Doris Howse, 
Rita Raikes, Janet Ward, Matilda Millar, Myra Barley, Zella Robinson, Una Gallichan, Effie 
Knowsley, David Stuart, Leslie Linney, Malcolm Gibb, Duke Campbell, Jack Gibson, Boy 
Little, Alex MacPherson, Louis Bea. Gwen Wilkinson, Lucy Henderson, Annie Campbell, Ivy 
Gamble, Maggie Green, Vera James, Merl James, Tove Moller, Dorothy McGrath, Harold 
Dear, Janet Daniel, Thomas Barr, Geoffrey Plimmer, Redvess Quinlan, Eric Holford, Elga 
Bailey, Arcus Ward. William Aitkin, Albert Aldridge, Walter Wheeler, Rudolph Kuch, Mavis 
Barratt. Charles Pengelly. Alfred Staines, George Aubrey, Christopher Tofts, James Hunter, 
Roy Green, George Bezar, Clara Aldridge, Anthony Osborne, Clifford Ward, Kathleen 
Hinchcliffe Frank Hinchcliffe. Harold Farley, David James, Eric Robinson, Robert Gray, 
Dulcie Tait, Douglas Ridley. 
 

1913	
1913 651 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £395.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Thwaites  Jno E B1  Assistant Master  £290.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £235.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sydney W B2  Assistant Master  £195.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay East Alfred F D C2  Assistant Master  £180.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice F E2  Assistant Female  £165.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £165.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D2 Assistant Female £135.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Fossette Walter E W R  Assistant Master £121.10 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Garnham Grace C3 Assistant Female £105.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Higgins Jessie D2 Assistant Female £100.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Haggett Doris E C4 Assistant Female £95.00 
1913 651 Clyde Quay Lea Nora C4 Assistant Female £90.00 



 
 

 
 

Walter E W R Fossette first taught for the Wellington Education Board  as sole charge teacher at 
Pukehinau Between Pongaroa ad Horoeka then 3 years at Clyde Quay 1913 to 1915 and 1919 to at least 
1923 at Roseneath 
Doris E Haggett  was a pupil teacher at South Wellington 1907 to 1909 then had 2 years at training 
college. In 1912 was back at South Wellington as an assistant  In 1913 to 1915 she was at Glyde Quay. 
By  1917 she was at Khandallah. 
1917/617 Doris Evelyn Haggett Charles Arthur Small 

Nora Lea was a pupil teacher 1909  and 1910 at Wadestown. 1911 and 1912 at  Training College then 
1913 and 1914 at Clyde Quay as an assistant 1915 to at least 1917 at Eastern Hutt Then from 1919 to 
at least 1923 Nora was at the Normal School 
29th January 1913 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay,. lavatory basins, etc., £I2 10s 
28th February 1913 An island is a piece of laud surrounded by water." That is what the school 
geography says, and says it very well, but .when it comes to the definition of a peninsula of 
Isthmus  the definition is not io intelligible to the juvenile mind. Practical, illustration is always 
best, and a view of the real thing is best of all. That is the theory held by Mr. W,T. Grundy, Of 
the Clyde Quay School, and was the explanation of this presence on Mount Victoria of 
Standard II. yesterday afternoon. From the top of the mountain the primary elements of 
geography are panoramically revealed. There are mountain ranges and valleys all round, a 
peninsula in the Miramar  district, an isthmus in the stretch of sand between Lyall and Evans 
Bays, islands in Somes and Ward Islands, capes and bays innumerable, and in the , far distance 
the Hutt River. Such practical lessons must be of the highest value to the unfolding mind.  
4th March 1913 Mr W. T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay school, declared that several 
of his scholars had been prevented from taking free places at the Girls High School, and in 
common with other headmasters he certainly felt aggrieved because preference was given to 
one particular school- “Some information must have been given to that school and withheld 
from the others, including our own. I think, however, it is most unfair to blame the Education 
Department. I do not think the department knew anything about it, and the whole proceeding 
took place without their knowledge. “No communication was sent to ns about the closure on 
December 18th. Wo did not give our examination results till that date, as it is a point of honour 
among schoolmasters not to announce their results till just before the school closes, and thereby 
prevent diminution in attendance. This has been an understood arrangement with the inspectors 
for years……………….. 
2nd April 1913 On more than one occasion tile contents of the iron tanks in which the rubbish 
is collected from the Clyde Quay School : grounds have caught on fire. As the tank ; is quite 
near to houses in Roxburgh' street, it has been decided by the committee that no further risk 
shall be taken, and that a small furnace be erected within the school grounds, in which the 
rubbish shall be burnt daily. 
12th April 1913 Wellington Education Board: Miss Stanton appointed assistant Clyde Quay 
16th April 1913 CHILDREN ON THE WARSHIP. The calm water and ideal weather attracted 
a large number of visitors to the ship yesterday afternoon, and ferry steamers reaped an 
excellent harvest. The Tutanekai, burdened with several hundred school children from Clyde 
quay, Roseneath, and Te Are, came alongside shortly after 3 p.m., and her living freight of 
excited boys and girls presented a cheerful picture from the deck of the man-o’-war. Soon the 
youngsters were clambering everywhere, exploring every nook and cranny of the battleship. 



 
 

 
 

They swarmed over the barbettes and mounted the turrets. Jolly sailormen took charge of whole 
battalions for “personally conducted tours.” 
25th April 1913 The annual report of the Clyde Quay' School Committee congratulates the 
headmaster, Mr. W. T. Grundy, and his staff upon the high state of efficiency maintained 
throughout  the year and quotes a highly laudatory extract from the board inspector's report to 
the same effect. During the year wind shields had been fitted to the windows and an up-to-date 
destructor for the daily destruction of, rubbish. The school maintains a high standard of 
efficiency in the field of sport. The Duthie Cup for swimming was won for the eighth year in 
succession, and school championships wero won by J. Murrell (boys) and Mavis McLean 
(girls). A class 'was formed for teaching girls swimming, and was attended by about 60 girls, 
under the directorship of Miss Robinson. In tennis the singles championship was won by Jack 
McKelvie, but in cricket and football the school did not quite come up to the standard of 
previous years. The second annual flower show, held on December 11, was a thorough success. 
The idea of holding these flower shows was primarily to take the place of Arbor Day, and in 
order that the practical side of this may be more fully carried out, it is proposed to offer prizes 
to the pupils of the school for the best-kept gardens in the district. The library, which was 
provided by the City Council at the beginning of the year, consisting of over 400 books selected 
by the teachers, has been largely availed of (and much appreciated by the scholars throughout 
the year. The headmaster reports it to be a thorough success.  
The Headmaster’s report states that the number of scholars on the roll is 702—350 boys and 
.'343 girls, The average attendance for 'the past year was 648, well over 90 percent. of those on 
the roll. During the year work has proceeded regularly and methodically, with the result that 
few children in the several standards failed to obtain higher classification at the end of 
December last. In the sixth standard 75 pupils wero presented for examination. Of these 63 
obtained proficiency certificates, entitling them to two years' tuition in a secondary or technical 
school, and eight obtained competency 'certificates. Three failed and ono was absent. One of 
the Education Board scholarships was won by Arnold Perry (who has proceeded to Wellington 
College). There was no change of staff during the year. After referring to the school's athletic 
record, Mr. Grundy says: "I am glad to be able to report that the scheme of the City Council 
for extending library privileges to public schools, which has been tried in this school during 
the past twelve months, has been a thorough success. Pupils and teachers alike have, very 
keenly appreciated the privilege, and the books, many of which were specially selected by the 
teachers, have been eagerly read, and have been well taken care of. 
25th April 1913 Referring to the circulating library scheme which has been in operation at 
the Clyde Quay School during the past twelve months, the headmaster in his annual report 
stated: —"I am quite confident that the school work has been very appreciably affected for 
good by the healthy class of literature that has been made available. I would suggest that your 
committee at the meeting of householders should make some formal acknowledgment of the 
kindness and liberality of the City Council in this matter. 
29th April 1913 At the annual meeting of householders for the-election of the new committee 
for the Clyde Quay School district the following -were elected . D Robertson -(chairman), T. 
Forsyth (secretary), ~T. (treasurer), J. S. Duthie, J. W. Fossette, W. J. Gaudin, R.-P. Hatch, W. 
J Parland and W. B. Strong. 



 
 

 
 

13th May 1913 Wellington Education Board: Miss N Lea appointed assistant relieving Clyde 
quay 
22nd May 1913 . In reply to a circular from the Clyde quay -school committee on the subject 
of free places, the following resolution was passed by the Terrace school committee at a 
meeting on Monday:—“That the Terrace school committee sympathise with the view taken by 
the Clyde quay school committee, and agree to co-operate in representing the need for some 
fair method of filling up the free places in the hoys’ and gins’ colleges. That in the opinion of 
the Terrace school committee advantage should be taken of this opportunity to urge the 
importance of providing sufficient accommodation in the two colleges to give free places to all 
pupils entitled to admission in preference to junior paying pupils 
31st May 1913 Association Football [Soccer] report included: There are now thirteen teams in 
the public schools division, the latest addition being the Clyde quay school team. This must be 
regarded as very satisfactory. and shows the hold the game is obtaining in the schools. 
17th July 1913 Clyde Quay School., ' On account of the rocky formation of the school grounds 
nothing in the way of tree planting could be attempted, but in order to interest the children, in 
tree and garden cultivation, the committee decided, in addition to holding their annual flower 
show in December, to institute a special class for the best-kept garden plot in the district. A 
Sub committee consisting of Messrs. Harland, Hatch, and Duthie, will make periodical; visits 
of inspection during the next 6 months, when prizes will be awarded to the three best. 
25th August 1913 Re Bible in Schools included: Mr. W, T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde 
Quay School, said that voluntary religious teaching had been for some time given in the 
afternoons at his school, and that the average attendance was 100, and it was steadily 
increasing. 
26th August 1913 Re Free Places at Secondary School in a meeting with the Minister of 
Education. included: Dr. A. K. Newman, who introduced the deputation, said that it re- ' 
presented the Clyde Quay School Committee, and practically all the other school committees 
in Wellington, and was concerned in the question of free place pupils, who had qualified for 
admission to the colleges, but could not be found a place. Somo of the speakers stated that last 
year some schools apparently had an advantage over others in receiving notification first of 
their successful pupils. This had enabled them to get in their applications ahead of other 
schools. Cases were mentioned of girls from Clyde Quay and Newtown Schools whoso parents 
paid fees, though the children had qualified for a free-place. It was manifestly unfair, the 
deputationists submitted, that there should be any discrimination because one pupil got in an 
application ahead of another. 
26th November 1913 Wellington Education Board: Grant authorised; Clyde Quay, top-
dressing upper 'playground and renewals in shelter sheds 
29th November 1913 The monthly meeting of the Clyde Quay School Committee was held on 
Thursday night when final arrangements were made in connection with the third annual flower 
show, to be held on December 17. In addition to the usual classes, a special competition tor the 
best-kept 'garden lot has been arranged with. a view of stimulating  the children to a more 
enthusiastic interest in practical horticulture. Mr. Wm, McLean has notified the committee that 
lie will again grant them the free use of the New Century Hall. Mr. D. Wilkinson and Miss 
Murray, who officiated as judges at last year's show have been asked to again undertake .the 
duties, and Dr. Newman, M.P for the district, has been asked to open the show. 



 
 

 
 

16th December 1913 Wellington Schools Tennis Championship included: Clyde Quay School 
carried off the primary cup, while Petone District High School won the secondary enp  
17th December 1913 The third annual summer flower show in connection with the Clyde' Quay 
School to be held in the New Century Hall, to-day, promises' to be a great success. . The show 
will be open both in the afternoon and evening. Dr. Newman, M.P., has consented to open the 
show at 3 p.m.-; when it is hoped the householders will attend, and thus show their appreciation 
of the committee's efforts in encouraging the children in practical horticulture. ,-  
18th December 1913 SUMMER FLOWERS. The third competitive flower show in connection 
with the Clyde Quay Public {School was held in the New Century Hall on Wednesday, and 
was opened by Dr. Newman, M.P. Taking into consideration the adverse conditions that have 
been prevailing of late as regards the weather, the display of flowers was very creditable indeed, 
and the committee responsible for the show are to be congratulated upon the keen interest with 
which the boys and girls. belonging to the school hare taken in the science of flower and 
vegetable growing. There were a large number of entries for- the decorated table class, no fewer 
than twenty-two, which were judged by Miss Murray. Mr. Wilkinson judged the other classes. 
Mr. Robertson introduced Dr. Newman, and in the brief speech with which he opened the show, 
Dr. Newman said he was very glad to see such active interest taken in flower-growing, as it 
would help to make Wellington beautiful by and by. Ho thought it was a great mistake to grow 
flowers that had no scent, and in many gardens in the City there were many beautiful flowers 
that were entirely destitute of such a pleasant thing.  
Mr. Grundy, the headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, thanked the committee for their 
practical assistance in regard to the show, and particularly Mr. Duffy, the acting-secretary, who 
had spared no time or trouble in adding to its success, in fact he was the mainspring of the 
show. Mr. Robertson proposed votes of thanks to . the judges, Miss Murray and Mr. Wilkinson, 
also to Mr. William McLean who placed the hall at the committee's disposal free of charge. 
The following donated special prizes: Dr. Newman, Mr. Gaudin, Messrs. J. Brodie, H. 
Wiltshire, J. G. W. Aitken, W. Allen, Stewart and Co., E W Mills and Co., Briscoe and Co., E. 
W. Mills and Co., A. and T. Burt, and Mrs. Skinner. The show was open during the evening 
when the scholars rendered a programme of musical items.  
The following is the prize-list:— Special prizes:—Garden plot—Olive Clark, 1; F. Skinner, 2; 
David Stuart, 3; Louis Gerrard, 4.  
Table decorations, Standards I to III—Kathleen Gillings, 1; Standards IV to VI, Naida Glover, 
1; Gytha Hueston, 2; Zeta Pasche, 3. Best posy of flowers — Standards I to 111, Eric Godber, 
1; Standards IV to VI, Zeta Pasche.  
Greatest number of points in the show. Olive Clark. Best -specimen plant—l'. Canarau. A 
tennis racquet, presented by Mr. John Mills, fell to Donald Fraser for being the best player of 
singles in the school. A guinea was also presented by Dr. Newman, M.P., for prizes.  
General prize-list Cut flowers, Class A: Best posy, 11 inches in diameter— Standards I to 111, 
Eric Godber, 1; Ida Searl, 2; Standard.  IV to VI, Zeta Pasche, 1; Olive Clark, 2, Vase of six 
carnations or picotees—Standards 1 to 111, Christine Paterson, 1; Anthony Osborne, 2; 
Standards IV to VI, Eileen Fossette, 1; Vera Dawson, 2; highly commended, Marie Rogers. 
Vase of sweet peas—Standards I to 111, Kathleen Galberg, 1; Douglas Jenkins, 2; Standards, 
IV to VI, Daisy Donnelly, 1; Eileen Atkinson, 2. Buttonholes—Standards I to 111, Eileen 
Rogers, 1; Jim Besant, 2; highly commended, Gwen Williams. Six pansies (self)— Standards 



 
 

 
 

I to III, Kathleen Gilling, 1; Mabel Johnson, 2; Standards IV to VI, Olive Clark, 3, Six pansies, 
any variety—Standards I to 111, Kathleen Gilling, 1; Mabel Johnson, 2; Standards, IV to VI. 
J. Thomas, 1; Myrtle Jennings, 2. Three blooms, roses—Standards I to 111, Sydney Robinson, 
1; Christine Paterson, 2; Standards IV to VI, Eileen Fossette, 1; Vera Dawson, 2. Stocks 
Standards IV to VI, Naida Glover, I; Jimmie Mulholland, 2. Canterbury bells—Standards IV 
to Vl—Sybil Hopkirk, 1; Naida Glover, 2. Coreopsis— Standards I to 1II. Doris Tecs, 1; M. 
Forsythe 2; Standards IV to VI, Neil ' Goldie l1: Phil Barrett, 2.  
Class B.— Pot-grown plants: Specimen plants—G. Canavan, 1; E. Wyatt, 2. Vegetables and 
roots, Class C: Six pods broad beans—Jessie Card, 1; Eileen Atkinson, 2. Six pods peas— 
Jessie Card, 1; Eileen . Atkinson, 2. Four spring onions—Vivian Hopkirk, 1 ; Cecil Port, 2. 
Four turnips— Clyde Duthie. One cabbage- G, Beveridge, I : Olive Clark, 2. Three radishes—
Frank Skinner, I; Jim Card. 2. Best collection vegetables (boys) —Clyde Duthie. Best 
collection vegetables (girls)— Olive Clark. 

1914	
1914 671 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £400.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Thwaites BA John E B1  Assistant Master  £290.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £240.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sydney W B2  Assistant Master  £205.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay East Alfred F D C2 War Duty £180.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Ross Kenneth B5 Substitute £180.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice F E2  Assistant Female  £170.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £170.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D2 Assistant Female £150.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Fossette Walter E    Assistant Master £126.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Haggett Doris E C4 Assistant Female £105.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Lea Nora C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Fogelberg Hilma E C4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay McKenzie BA Mary B B5 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Hunt Winifred M D4 Assistant Female £100.00 
1914 671 Clyde Quay Chapman Louisa J   Female Probationer 1 £55.00 

Kenneth Ross  was a pupil teacher at Island Bay 1910, Wadestown 1911, Mt Cook Boys’ 1912 
and a substitute teacher for someone on war duty at Clyde Quay in 1914 In 1915 he was 
awarded a BA and appointed 1st Secondary assistant Hastings DHS, 
Hilma E Fogelberg 1910 and 1911 was a pupil teacher at South Wellington. 1912 and 1912 
and 1913 she was at training College and 1914 and 1915 she was at Clyde Quay 
1917/5668 Hilma Elvira Fogelberg Charles Robertson 
Mary B McKenzie BA was an assistant at Clyde Quay in 1914 with a BA and then was a 
secondary teacher at Masterton DHS in 1915 and to at least 1917 with an MA 
Winifred M Hunt  was an assistant female at Clyde Quay 1914- 1919 Sole Charge at Takapu 
[East of Tawa Flat] in 1921 and a reliever at Martinborough in 1923  
6th November 1923  At the recent Victoria University College term examinations, Miss W. M. 
Hunt, of Martinborough, was successful in both education and economics. 
 



 
 

 
 

29th February 1924 Miss W. M. Hunt, who is at present relieving first assistant at the 
Martinborough District High School, has accepted an appointment at the Palmerston North 
Girls’ High School, and will take up her new duties next week. 
Louisa J Chapman only taught at Clyde Quay in 1914 for the Wellington Education Board  
14th January 1914 Wellington Education Board: Clyde quay —Assistants (two), £IOO to £120 
28th January 1914 Wellington Education Board: Miss Louisa J Chapman appointed 
probationer. 
2nd February 1914 It is a most interesting experiment this exchanging of teachers between the 
Dominions, just when matters of education are receiving so much attention. The latest to 
venture forth is Miss V. Higgins, of the Clyde quay school, and she has been granted twelve 
months’ leave of absence, which will enable her to have a year on the teaching staff of one of 
the London schools. This venture will doubtless be the first of many similar ones. 
10th February 1914 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay assistant mistress Miss H 
Fogelberg appointed 
25th February 1914 Wellington Education Board  Clyde quay, renewing iron on roof, £40; 
5th March 1914 News was received in Masterton from Auckland last night, says our 
correspondent of the death 'of Mr. Stanley Grundy, barrister and solicitor, only son of Mr W, 
T, Grundy. headmaster of Clyde Quay  , Wellington deceased, who was twenty eight years of 
age, was a nephew of of Mr. W. W. Jackson, of Masterton and was attacked by typhoid fever 
some weeks ago. 
6th May 1914  In the twenty-fourth annual report of the Clyde quay school committee 
comment is made upon the high standard of efficiency maintained, and it is mentioned that* at 
the scholarship examinations out of 19 entrants from the school no fewer than 17 qualified for 
scholarships. The number on the roll for the past year was 745, with an average attendance of 
651, which entitled 'the school to an additional teacher. The committee is strongly of opinion 
that the average number of 53 pupils per teacher is unreasonably large, and it looks anxiously 
forward to the time when the new scale will be brought into operation in the city schools. The 
school has, as usual, maintained its high position in the field of sport, securing the tennis 
championship cup (winning three events), also the cricket championship (winning all its 
games). In swimming the first; and second places were secured by pupils of the school in the 
boys' open championship for 25. 50, 75 and 100 yards respectively. The third annual flower 
show was held on December 17th, 1913. and was an unqualified success. The committee, with 
the co-operation of other Schools, arranged a deputation to the Minister for Education on the 
question of obtaining free - places at the Girls’ College for all pupils who had qualified for 
them. The result was that a more equitable basis had been arranged, whereby the trouble had 
been minimised, and this year all the Clyde quay pupils who had qualified and who were 
desirous of attending the Girls’ College were admitted. The year finishes with a credit balance 
of .£14 7s 5d.  
The headmaster's report shows that there are now fourteen teachers on the staff. The school is 
full .in most classes, and in certain of them the master has been compelled to close the class 
lists. The girls’ school championship for tennis was won by Phyllis Barrett, and the boys' 
swimming championship by David Murrell.  
8th May 1914 Mr. D. Robertson presided over the twenty-fourth annual meeting of 
householders at the Cly-de Quay School last evening. There were about 100 people present. 



 
 

 
 

The Social Democratic Party ran a ticket of seven, and officials of the party were in attendance, 
and handing out printed forms with the names of candidates written on the back. Nineteen 
candidates were nominated altogether, and out of a total of 96 votes polled the highest number 
scored by the Socialists was 26. The retiring committee were re-elected, the names and figures 
being as follow: —Messrs. D. Robertson, 74 (chairman); R. P. Hatch, 75; W. J.' Gaudin, 72; 
W. J. Harland, 71; T. Fossette, 69; T. Forsyth, 69 (secretary); J. Mitchell, 66 (treasurer); F. 
Castle, 67 and W. T. Strong, 61 
The number of votes polled by the representatives of the Social Democratic Party was as 
follow:—Messrs. M. Shaw, 26; J. Johnson, 25; C. H. Snow, 25 'T. Willerson, 23; W. G Potter, 
23; J. Jephson, 23; D. Smith, 22.  
At the conclusion of the meeting hearty votes of thanks were accorded in Mr. D. Robertson, 
who has been chairman of the committee ever since the school was built 25 years ago, and to 
Mr. W. T. Grundy (headmaster) and the teaching staff  
8th May 1914 Mr David Robertson, who has occupied the position of chairman of the Clyde 
quay school committee since the Inception of the school twenty-four years ago, was again 
elected to that post last evening. 
19th August 1914 At the Clyde Quay School yesterday morning Mr. Alfred East, assistant 
master; who is leaving ; New Zealand with'. the Expeditionary- Force, was presented by the 
school children, through the. headmaster  (Mr. W. T. Grundy), with a wristlet watch ae a token 
of their regard.' 
30th September 1914 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay Roof painting £15 
2nd October 1914 . Several small children from Clyde quay school went to the Town Hall 
yesterday and handed the Mayoress the sum of £3 8s 8d for the Belgian and English distress 
fund. This was raised by the “Roll of the S.S.L.U.” [Secret Society of Literary Undertakings] by 
a bazaar organised quite by themselves. The little ones responsible wrote their names in very 
round capitals on a sheet of paper. They were; A. Astley (captain), D. Lock (secretary), E. 
Trott, D. McGrath, V. Lapworth, V. Elliot, M. Lerwill, Y. Bennet, M. Burgess, E. McDermit,  and 
E. Raven. 
22nd October 1914 Trafalgar Day Navy League: The prizes offered for the best essays written 
by the children attending the public schools of the city on “What would a naval disaster - mean 
to the British Empire, and New Zealand in particular?” were awarded as follow.— Clyde 
quay school: Standard VI., Nelly ’Sohauer • standard V., Marie Mantel, Daisy Donnelly, W. L. 
Partridge, Harold Atkinson; standard IV., Patricia Chatwin, Eileen Rodgers, Cedric Gardiner..  
24th November 1914 At the last monthly meeting of the Clyde Quay School 'Committee the 
headmaster reported that as the result of the collection in aid of 'the Belgian Distress Fund the 
sum of, £8-4 5s. 11d. had been handed to the Mayor. The. chairman (Mr. D. Robertson) 
congratulated the headmaster on the splendid result obtained, and it was resolved that the 
committee congratulate the headmaster, staff, and scholars on raising such a magnificent 
amount, and desires to place on record its appreciation of their fine effort in such a worthy 
cause; In consequence of the unsettled state of affairs it was decided not to hold the usual 
flower show this year. 
28th October 1914 Yesterday the Education Board had before it a report by the medical school 
inspector (Dr Elizabeth Gunn) on children and schools recently examined in the Wellington 
district. The chairman (Hon. J. G. W. Aitken) requested the press representatives to abstain 
from publishing the names of the schools concerned in the detailed statement, and it was on 
this condition that the document was made available to them. The report shows that the 



 
 

 
 

following schools were visited in Wellington:— Normal, Kelburn Infants’, Mount Cook Boys’, 
Te Aro, Karori, Clyde quay, and Newtown.  
28th October 1914 Wellington Education Board: Approved Clyde Quay replacing corridor 
floors £50 
25th November 1914 Wellington Education Board: Leave of absence Miss Evans Clyde Quay six weeks 
leave of absence from October 20th 
26th November 1914 Public School Tennis Entries Included: The entries .received for the annual 
tournament of the Public Schools Tennis Association, commencing, on Saturday morning next 
easily constitute, a fresh record, namely 515, as  against last year's record of  347, an increase 
of 168. The secondary entries show an agreeable increase from 77 .to 99... The following are 
the schools represented Te Aro, 113; Clyde Quay; 87; Terrace, 53; [More were listed] 
14th December 1914 Wellington Education Board: tender accepted  C. W. Dickson; Clyde 
Quay School, inside painting, 
18th December 1914 Breaking-up ceremonies took place at many of the State Schools in the 
Wellington District yesterday when the pupils were dismissed for their summer vacation.  
CLYDE QUAY The following were the winners of certificates for the year ended yesterday 
:— Proficiency Certificates.—Donald Alfrey, Raymond Bennett, Ian Bull, Duke Campbell, 
Burt Dement, Allan Erskine, Donald France, Vivian Hopkirk, Page Howard, David Murrell, 
Richard Osborne, Bert O'Neill, Horace . Prince,, Louis Rea,' Brian Seed, Keith Taylor, Claude 
Tucker, Noel Wakelin, Fred. Ward, Harold Winstanley. Donald Howitt Andrew Kuch, Arthur 
Leaman  William Lock, Alec Macpherson, Nellie Dyer. May Hardy, Gytha Hueston, Elsie 
Hoggard, Margaret Johnson, Lorna Lay, Mavis McLean, Zita Pasche, Stella Paul, Gladys Ross, 
Zella Robinson, Eugenie Sanderson, Margaret Sanderson, Frances Topp, Vera Wallis, Gwen 
Wilkinson. .  
Attendance Certificates. —First Class (Standard- VI): Elsie Hoggard, May Hardy, Zella, 
Robinson, Margaret Sanderson, Peggy Peterson. Roy Little, Norman Francis, Richard Osborne, 
Fred Ward, Allan Erskine, Ivan Howard, Brian Seed, Burt Dement, Raymond Bennett, Hector 
Wright, Duke Campbell.  
Second Class: Lorna Lay, Francis Topp, Arthur Leaman, Alec Macpherson,' Andrew Kuch, 
Russell Henderson. •  
Standard V (Boys).—First Class: Stephen Osborne, Dale Partridge, Cecil Port, William 
Johnston, Harold Atkinson, Fred Prince, Patrick Wickham, Robert Horrobin, Noel Thomson, 
Edward Watts. Second Claes: George McKelvey, Alan Paterson, Percy Cousins, Travers Till, 
Walter Barclay, Frank Dixon, James Powell, Harold Stead, Thomas Barr, William Tilbbs, 
William Aitken, Eardley Button, Arcus Ward. . 
 Standard V (Girls).—First Class: Amy Tofts, Jean Wheeler, Merle James, Agnes Johansen , 
Clara Hansen, Maggie Green, Daisy Donnelly,. Jessie Card, Vera Bennett. Second Class Beryl 
Astley, Florence Pitkowsky, Isittine' Bell, Myrtle Burgess, Constance Deck, Ivy Gamble, 
Valencia Sapworth , Dorothy McGrath, Kathleen McKelvey, Rowena Mahone, Evelyn. Trott. 
- Standard IV (Boys).—First Class: Gordon Spence, John Bornholdt, Robert Spence, Baden 
Henry, Sydney Robinson, Eric Mitchell, Eric Holford, Walter Wheeler, Thomas Black, 
Alexander Keogh,- William Brasche, Alan Lambert. 1 Stanton Allen, Michael Hayvice, Basil 
Gibson.  



 
 

 
 

Standard IV (Boys).—Second Class Percy Williams, Charles Pengelly, Clarence Page, 
Rudolph Kuch, Ian Murrell, Kenneth Gibson, Oscar Schaef, Harry Matthew, . Albert Aldridge, 
Clifford Prince.  
Standard IV (Girls).-First Class: Vieattia O'Farrell,' Dorothy McFarlane, Veronica Purcell, Lily 
McBride, Patricia Chatwin, Esma Murrell, Eileen Rogers, Emma Peterson. Second Class: 
Mavis Prince, Jean Look, Minnie Hayvice, Zeta Hickey, Maud Harrington, Ivy Cording, Alice. 
Berg 
Standard III (Boys).—First Class: Travers Rankin, Thomas Delbridge, Leonard Wickham, 
William Stewart, Douglas Smith, John Nash, Norman Galbraith, Ronald Bull, Ernest 
Constable, Cazalet Bloxam, Rupert Berg. Second Class: Israel Domb, William Ralph, James 
Besant, James Hunter, Murray Pitkowsky, Harold Guy, Stanley Apps, George Aubrey, 
Alexander Kelly, Alexander Paterson, Anthony Osborne. 
Standard , 111 (Girls).—First Class: Mary Lambert, Thelma Sullivan, Aroada Tait.' Rose 
Hardwick, Thelma' Sales. Second Class: Connie Constable. Noleen Markman, Ethel Hobbs, 
Gladys Sampson, Ngaire Prince. ,  
Standard II (Boys).—First Class: Richard Ward, Arthur Paterson, Robert Gray, Bernard Kuch, 
Eric Robinson, Harold Farley, John Compton, Edward Aitken. Second Class: Edwin Wilson, 
John Johnston.  
Standard II (Girls).—First Class: Ngarita Tucker, Olive Fiebig . Ruth Childs. Second Class: 
Daphne Wilkinson, Jessie Green, Eileen Millman, Eula Markman, Clara Aldridge.  
Standard I (Boys).—First Class: Jack McWilliam, Jack Saville, Charlie Stewart, Cyril Holford. 
Second Class: Lionel Lapworth, David Hunter, Arthur Button, Ronald Moss.  
Standard I (Girls).—First Class: Olive Hardwick, Rita Chaney. Gwen. Manthel. Second Class: 
Doris Wickham, Dulcie Tait, Irene Chapman, Evelyn Martin, May Francis, Edith Wheeler. ' 
Infante.—First Class: Gilbert Taylor, Ivy Aldridge, Rose Aldridge. Elsie Scoble. Second Class: 
Harry Osborne, Winifred Apps. 

1915	
1915 671 Clyde Quay Grundy William T D1  Head Master  £410.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Thwaites BA John E B1  Assistant Master  £320.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Evans Fanny D1  Assistant Female  £250.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Rowantree E Mrs D2 Substitute £230.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Dempsey Sydney W B2 War Duty £205.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Tocker BA Albert H B4 Substitute £190.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay East Alfred F D C2 War Duty £190.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice F E1  Assistant Female  £190.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D2  Assistant Female  £180.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Bissett Elizabeth A D2 Assistant Female £140.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Fossette Walter E  Lic War Duty £133.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Godfrey Grace L D3 Assistant Female £120.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Haggett Doris E C4 Assistant Female £115.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Lineham John T  Substitute £110.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Fogelberg BA Hilma E B4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Withers R  Assistant Female £110.00 



 
 

 
 

1915 671 Clyde Quay Hunt Winifred M D4 Assistant Female £110.00 
1915 671 Clyde Quay Johnstone Louisa J  Female Probationer 1 £35.00 

Mrs E Rowantree taught only in 1915 for Wellington Education Board on war duty. 
Albert H Tocker BA was sole teacher at Pencarrow lighthouse school in 1910 and 1911 then 
assistant master at Mangatainoka School north of Pahiatua 1912 to 1914. 1915 at Clyde Quay 
as a substitute teacher. 
9th June 1915 Clyde Quay, assistant, during continuance of war, Mr. A. H. Tocker; Recruited 
for war duty 22nd November 1916. 
6th September 1918 Mr A. H. Tocker, M.A.. who left as a sergeant in the 29th Reinforcements, 
has been selected for service in connection with the  educational scheme for New Zealand 
soldiers in England. Mr. Tocker, who graduated at Victoria College, has been appointed one 
of the instructors in Economics and History at Hornchurch  
Grace Lilian Godfrey started her teaching for the Wellington Education Board at Taita in 
1913 and 1914 as an assistant mistress then 1915 to at least 1923 she taught at Clyde Quay. 
In 1928 appointed Infant Mistress at Petone Central 
1960/30005 Godfrey Grace Lilian 70Y 
John T Lineham only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay in 1915  
Rose A Withers Taught at Clyde Quay 1915 to at least 1919. By 1921 she was at Eastern Hutt. 
Resigned from Roseneath May 1923 
1927/2424 Rose Agnes Withers Edward Darvall Templer 
Louisa J Johnstone only taught for the Wellington Education Board the one year at Clyde 
Quay, 
9th January 1915 During the midsummer vacation a groat deal of renovating work is being 
done at the Clyde Quay School. During the twenty-six years of the school's existence the 
continual tramping, of children —many of whom have since grown to manhood—had worn 
the wooden steps dangerously thin, and these are being replaced with stout jarrah stops, which 
should serve for the children now coming on and thousands yet unborn. Within the boards of 
the passageways had been worn down to such an extent that the nail-heads were apt to trip 
anyone unacquainted with the floors. The school roof has recently been repaired and repainted, 
and the whole of the interior is to be repainted before the children reassemble at the end of the 
month. 
27th January 1915 Wellington Education Board   Probationer  appointed Thelma M Bailey. 
6th February 1915 Miss Dora ‘ Johnstone, daughter of .Mr and Mrs T. Johnstone, of 
Wellington, who has just passed her matriculation, examination, has been appointed to a 
position on the teaching .staff of the Clyde quay State School. -By December Dora Johnstone 
was not teaching for the Wellington Education Board  
12th March 1915 At the Te Aro Baths on Wednesday afternoon Mr. T. Shields passed the 
following girls of Clyde Quay School for proficiency certificates: —Mavis Prince, 600 yds.; 
Minnie Hayvice, 500 yds.; Letty Gower, 700 yds .; Jean Plimmer, 220 yds.; Marjorie O'Shea, 
260 yds.; Gwen Wilkie 600 yds. 
3rd May 1915  School Committee Clyde Quay (no election necessary).— W. J. Fossette, 
Thomas Forsyth, W. J. Caudin, R. P. Hatch, W. J. Harland, James Mitchell, D. Robertson, W. 
B. Strong, and R. Scott. 



 
 

 
 

4th May 1915 Fewer than twenty persons were present at the Clyde-quay School Mr. D. 
Robertson occupied the chair and said that the small attendance -was no doubt due to the fact 
that no election for committeeman was necessary as only the required number was nominated. 
The committee's and headmaster's reports were read and adopted. The committee congratulated 
the headmaster (Mr. W. T. Grundy) and his staff upon the high efficiency which, had been 
maintained throughout the year. The financial position was reported to be satisfactory.  
The new committee is as follows :— Messrs. D. Robertson (chairman), Thomas Forsyth, J. 
Mitchell (treasurer), W. J Gaudin, W. B. Strong (secretary), W. J. Harland, J. W. Fossette, B. 
P. Hatch, and R. Scott. Votes of thanks -were accorded the outgoing 'committee and Mr. 
Grundy and 'his staff. 
4th May 1915  The only change in tie staff .of importance," stated the headmaster of the Clyde 
Quay School in his annual report, "was brought about by the temporary, loss of the services of 
Mr. A. East, who volunteered for the front with the First Expeditionary Force. This gentleman, 
had thoroughly, identified himself with the life of the school, and he  is consequently very 
much missed by pupils and .staff, but we are hopeful that an early, termination Of the war will 
enable the school to again benefit by his valued services 
4th May 1915 At the meeting of householders' in connection with the Clyde Quay School the 
secretary, Mr. T. Forsyth, explained that under the latest amendment to the Education Act the 
nominations for committeemen had to be made a week prior to the meeting, and not at- the 
meeting, as formerly. This was a provision recommended last year at the conference of school 
committees and was one which enabled the parents of children attending the school to see who 
was standing for election. It was, he thought, a wise provision, and one which would be 
appreciated by all parents. 
28th April 1915  Wellington Education Board Mr K Ross relieving assistant’s resignation 
accepted 
9th June 1915 Wellington Education Board Clyde Quay , assistant, during continuance of war, 
Mr. A. H. Tocker; 
7th July 1915 Private Alfred East, of the Field Ambulance section of the Main Body, New , 
Zealand Expeditionary-Force, ana recently a teacher ,at the Clyde Quay School, has been 
distinguishing himself  at the Dardanelles. Another member of the same unit, writing to his 
friends in Wellington, states that Private East has, been mentioned in dispatches for incessant 
heroism in picking up wounded," and adds, "He's & gem!".- Mr.  East is a son of Mr. A. East 
storekeeper, , of Gladstone Road, Gisborne, and was in addition to being a teacher at Clyde 
Quay, a student of the Victoria  College.  
13th July 1915  Wellington Education Board: Miss Godfrey, of Taita, to be assistant at Clyde 
Quay;  
17th July 1915 St. John Ambulance acknowledgement included: Clyde Quay School, 1 pair 
slippers, 4 roller bandages, 9 face-cloths, 4 scarves, 1 pair mittens. 2 balaclavas, 2 pillow-slips, 
2 triangular bandages, 92 handkerchiefs, and old linen. 
2nd August 1915 Mr. W. T. Grundy, headmaster Clyde Quay School, presided at the meeting; 
of the Headmasters' Association held on Saturday morning 
7th August 1915 The following list shows the number of certificates that have been won by the 
children of the various Wellington schools for having swam distances. The certificates are 
issued Under the supervision of Mr. T. Shields: included Clyde Quay 24 children  



 
 

 
 

21st August  1915 Messrs. W. E. Fossette and W. E Dempsey, assistant masters at the Clyde 
quay School, have enlisted for active service. Three of the teaching staff of the Clyde-quay 
School have thus joined the forces. Mr. Alfred East having left with the Main Expeditionary 
Force 
28th August 1915  St John Ambulance and Red Cross: Clyde Quay School Patriotic Sowing 
Club, 2 pairs slippers, 25 ; handkerchiefs, 4 scarves, 7 roller ' bandages, 4. many-tailed- 
bandages, 4 eye-bandages; 11 face-cloths, 1 pair mittens, 2 pairs cuffs, 1 balaclava, 1 triangular 
bandage, 1 pair bed-socks, 35 small bags. 
3rd September 1915 Mr. Alfred East-, who was assistant master at the Clyde Quay School, and 
who went to the front with the Ambulance section of the Main Expeditionary Force, has been 
severely wounded in the head, and is now. in a hospital at Malta. Mr. East is a son of Mr. J. 
East, of Gladstone Road, Gisborne.  
24th October 1915 Mr T Kane of Nelson to be assistant at Clyde Quay. [Started at Clyde Quay 
in 1916] 
27th October 1915 In a very long letter from Private A East to the Clyde Quay School included 
"I could not have fallen into better hands, for the doctor —Captain Cameron —has been 
kindness itself, and ] the sister is very careful and gentle 'i when touching my cranium. But I 
suppose I had better tell you how it all S happened. Our people had effected a new landing on 
the Peninsula, and the lighting was more severe than at the ' first. Our ambulance squad had 
been going strong for five nights and days, and had brought a poor chap down. , There was no 
shelter near the beach,  and we were going across the first open space, which was particularly 
dangerous on account of snipers, when we heard a shell coming, but it seemed to be fairly high, 
and I went on, intending to take cover at the end of the flat, where there was a creek. However, 
all I remember is a funny sensation similar to going off under chloroform. I don't remember 
dropping down, but when I came to I was in the dressing station………. 
4th November 1915 The Wellington Education Board has under its consideration a proposal to 
enlarge the infant school at Clyde Quay, which is said to be very urgently needed. 'For over 
twenty years this school has in nowise been altered or enlarged, though the population in the  
locality has increased enormously. In this particular infant school there are only three rooms, 
in which 280 children are assembled. Such are the straits that' the largest of the rooms has to 
be divided into three in order to classify the children, and that is effected only by the use of 
blackboards, to that the spectacle may be seen any day of three classes of little boys and girls 
assembled in one room learning different lessons. Being in the centre of a large residential area 
the Clyde Quay School is always full. During the present year between 50 and 60 children have 
'had to be refused admittance on the score that there is no room for them. This crowded state 
has not been maintained in the majority of the city schools, as with the gradual spread of 
business premises, the one-time' residential area has been encroached upon, and the number of 
children to be accommodated with school-room has' eased slightly. 
This is clearly shown in the following table, which gives 'the average attendances  at the chief 
city schools ten years ago (1905). alongside the attendances for the September quarter of the 
current year (the last figures available);— , 
Under these circumstances the building of new schools in prospering suburbs appears to be 
easier of achievement than getting improvements on extensions made .to a long established 
school. Tile gradual decline in the attendances _of 'the central situated schools coincides with 



 
 

 
 

that policy, but in the case of Clyde Quay, which absorbs the children  from the whole of the 
slopes of Mount Victoria, such an easement  is hardly to be anticipated. In 'the 'meantime, the 
infant school is certainly in need of enlargement— work which might easily be carried  out 
during the Christmas holidays 

  Average 

  Attendance 

 1905 1906 
Thorndon (Normal) 406 382 
Terrace 591 569 
Te Aro &  Mitchelltown 843 768 
Mt Cook Boys' 412 341 
Mt Cook Girls' 370 271 
Newtown 881 797 
Clyde Quay 670 659 

6th November 1915 The children of the Wellington, schools yesterday. celebrated "Guy 
Fawkes Day" by collecting for the Belgian Funds, and they entered into the spirit of the object 
with great vim. Throughout the day the city and suburbs were infested by the youthful 
collectors garbed in. all manner of quaint costumes, and eager solicitations for assistance were 
made to every passer-by. As the result of their effort a substantial sum will be raised, and the 
children will have the satisfaction of knowing that the general public again sympathises with 
thorn for having foregone the enjoyment of their usual bonfires and fireworks displays in the 
aid of a noble cause…….Another school that did well, was Clyde Quay, which handed over 
£70 collected lip to midday 
16th November 1915  Mr. W. E. Fossette, an assistant' master, at the Clyde Quay School, who 
goes into camp at Palmerston North to-day, was presented by the boys of his class, on-leaving, 
with a wristlet watch.  
14th December 1915 Public Schools Tennis result  The secondary cup was carried off by 
Petone District High Sohool, while Clyde Quay School annexed the primary cup. 
15th December 1915  The annual race for the 50 yds, championship of Clyde Quay. School and 
a.' handsome gold, medal, donated every year by Mr. Partridge, was decided at To Aro Baths 
yesterday. From a good start, Thoms, .showed fin front, and though strongly challenged by 
Pallette, forged slowly ahead, and won by a length; Somers a yard away, a good third. Also 
started: G. Ward, J. Hunter, M Plimmer, A. Patterson, D. Partridge, W, Wright, J. Bornholdt, 
M. Stanley, and E. Connor. Time, 86 sec. 
17th December 1915 At the Clyde Quay School break-up yesterday morning, Mr. David 
Robertson, chairman of, the, committee, .remarked that he had been connected with the school 
ever since it started, and in complimenting Mr. ,W. T. Grundy on the work accomplished  in 
the school mentioned that he also had been with them since the beginning, and they were all 
very proud of the work he had done. Every boy and girl who knew Mr. Grundy  must respect 
Him, for he had done his duty so well and nobly that everyone was proud of him.. He had been 
one to agitate lor the establishment of  the school, but he was now growing too old it was time 
to make room for others. He did not intend to take any further part in the duties of the school 
committee, but he would just like to say that he had always been proud of the school and had 



 
 

 
 

always done his best for the boys and girls of the neighbourhood. He wished them all a merry 
Christmas, and a happy - New Year. (Applause and three cheers.)  
Mr. W. J. Gaudin, acting-chairman, also expressed similar sentiments, expressing the hope that 
during .the holidays every boy and girl would be good and do all they could to please their 
parents. Mr. Gaudin then presented the proficiency, competency, and attendance certificates, 
after which Mr. Grundy, in dispersing the children, called, for three cheers for the King, school 
committee, and Mr. Robertson, which were vigorously given, Following are the winners of 
certificates handed out by Mr. Gaudin:—  
Harold Atkinson, Walter Barclay, Thomas Barr, Eardley Button, Ernest Burbidge, Percy 
Cousins, Frank Dixon, Harold Dear, Fred. Erskine, Norman Francis, Hubert Gardiner, Francis 
Grady, Lawrence Hardie, Robert Horrobin, William Johnstone, Henry Le Compte, Stanley 
Serwill, Stephen Osborne. Dale Partridge, Alan Paterson, Frederick Palette, Cecil Port, 
William Robinson, Frank Skinner, Edwin Tanner. Nod Thompson, William Tibbs, Graham 
Ward, Patrick Wickham, Hector Wright. [Note no girls names were listed in either report] 

.1916-1917	
Lists of teacher were only published every 2nd year from 1916 

1917 685 Clyde Quay Foster MA William H L B-4 Head £440.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Mason Francis A D-49 Assistant £310.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Kane Thomas B-55 Assistant £260.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Lea Sarah E B C-57 Assistant £230.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Robinson Alice F E-62 Assistant £210.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D-69 Assistant £190.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Park Jean G D-82 Assistant £160.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Godfrey Grace L D-83 Assistant £130.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Crabb Lillian L C-100 Assistant £120.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Hunt Winifred M D-96 Assistant £120.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Robertson BA Hilma E Mrs B-87 Assistant £120.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Trott Jessie S M D-99 Assistant £120.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Withers Rose a C-96 Assistant £120.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Capper Ethel   PT4 £55.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay O'Connor Eileen J   PT4 £55.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Sutherland Lillian J   Probationer 1 £35.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Wilson Ella C   Probationer 2 £35.00 
1917 685 Clyde Quay Williams Christina   Probationer 1 £30.00 

William H L Foster MA had a long and distinguished career for the  Wellington Education 
Board 
1893 1895 Paraparaumu Head Male  
1896 1897 Manakau Headmaster  
1898 1900 Clyde Quay Assistant Master  
1901 1906 Mitchelltown Head Master  
1907 1909 Mount Cook Boys' Head Master  
1910 1915 Petone DHS Head Master 1911 with MA 
1919 1923 Clyde Quay Head   



 
 

 
 

1st April 1925 Mr. W. H. L. Foster, M.A., OBE headmaster of the Clyde Quay School! 
terminated, his' duties yesterday, after having completed 46 years' service in the. teaching 
profession. The occasion was marked by the school staff, who entertained Mr. and Mrs. Foster 
at morning tea, and presented both with valuable gifts. Eulogistic references were made to the 
work of Mr. Foster both as a headmaster and teacher;, and Mr. Foster having suitably replied 
the function terminated with the singing of Auld Lang Syne." Mr. T. Irvine, M.A., who is 
succeeding Mr. Foster commenced duty this morning, and was welcomed by the staff. Mr. 
Foster who was present,- joined in extending Mr. Irvine best .wishes.  
22nd May 1925 To mark their esteem and affection for Mr. W. H. L. Foster, M.A., who 
recently retired from the headmastership of the Clyde Quay School, members of the committee, 
a number of parents, and the 700 children attending the school, met together yesterday to bid 
him farewell, to wish him and Mrs. Foster happiness in his retirement, and to present him with 
a wallet containing a, substantial sum in notes.  
During his 46 years of service in the teaching profession, said the chairman of the committee 
(Mr. R. Scott) in making the presentation, Mr. Foster had made his name a household word 
among teachers, who would remember him with respect and affection. He had the attributes 
and the temperament which went to the making of an ideal headmaster. He inspired confidence 
in his pupils and enjoyed the respect and loyalty of his staff. On public occasions his organising 
ability had been invaluable.  
Mr. T. Forsyth, chairman of the Education Board, endorsed what had been said by Mr. Scott, 
and added that Mr. Foster was one of the ablest "teachers who had ever taught in the Wellington 
district. The board was very sorry to lose him. He wished Mr. and Mrs. Foster, on behalf of the 
board, a long and happy retirement. 
 "There is no reason why the years at school should not be happy ones for the children," said 
Mr. Foster to the pupils. "It is often said of the children of today that they are not as good as 
the children of 20 and more years ago. Boys and girls, I taught some of your fathers and 
mothers, and you are just as good as they were sometimes. There is nothing wrong with the 
children of New Zealand if they are given a fair deal."  
Mr. Foster thanked- the committee, parents, and staff for their loyal cooperation, and, 
continuing, said : "I' would warn committees and parents against the tendency to use our 
schools for purposes for which it was never intended they should be used. It has been said of 
teachers and children that they -arc not efficient. Schools and teachers are suffering not from a 
lack of efficiency; but from an excess of exploitation." He warned parents and committees 
against the schools being used for experimenting with half baked, educational fads, the children 
being utilised as in the nature of the raw material. Those who were responsible for that must 
be made to realise that they did not take over the children in a school body and soul. 
1932/2689 Foster William Henry Leider 65Y 
Francis A Mason [Note there was another Francis Mason teaching for the Wellington 
Education Board over the same period. The A is very Important in identifying this one]  
Francis A was a pupil teacher at Petone 1898 to 1901; 1902 to 1904 he was sole teacher at 
Kakariki  West of Hukanui  from the road between Pahiatua and Eketahuna, Then 1905 to 1910 
back to Petone. 1911 to 1915 Headmaster of Porirua with less than 100 pupils. By 1917 he was 



 
 

 
 

at Clyde Quay and 1919 to at least 1923 he was an assistant at Hutt DHS . By 28th September 
he was head of Foxton school when his wife dies 
Thomas Kane started working for Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay by 1917 and 
from around 1919 to at least 1923 with an MA he was at the Normal School. In 1925 he went 
to court over the manner of the Wellington Education Board  actions in appointment of a 
Headmaster. The case was dismissed. By 1940 he was head of Cambridge DHS 
Sarah Ellen B Lea was sole teacher at Pahautanui 1907 to 1912. 1913-1915 she was at 
Korokoro North as Head Female. By 1917 she was at Clyde Quay and was there until at least 
1923 as Infant Mistress . In 1936 was appointed Infant Mistress of the Normal School 
Jean G Park was an assistant at Hutt DHS in 1913 to 1915. Around 1917 at Clyde Quay and 
by 1919 to at least 1921 at Carterton as a secondary teacher By 1923 she was at Petone DHS 
still a secondary teacher. In 1937 Headmistress of Houghton Bay School. Retired in 1945 
Lillian L Crabb was at Mangatainoka in 1915 and Clyde Quay around 1917 
Mrs Hilma E Robertson BA 
1917/5668 Hilma Elvira Fogelberg Charles Robertson 
Miss Hilma Fogelberg taught 1910 and 1911 at South Wellington and 1913 and 1914 at Hutt 
DHS and after her marriage at Clyde Quay around 1917 
Jessie S M Trott only taught for Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay from 1917 to 
around 1921.  
13th March 1922 Miss Jessie  Trott, of the Education Department  teaching staff, was married 
to Mr. Liddell, engineer of the Paloona.  17th May 1923 He returned to his native land a few 
months ago and was appointed to the engineering staff of the Waingawa Freezing Works at 
Masterton, but after a short period there his illness assumed an acute form and terminated 
fatally on May 6th. He leaves a widow, formerly Miss Jessie Trott, a. daughter of Mr W. T. 
Trott,  to mourn his loss. 29th January 1925 At New Plymouth, on January 10th, 1925, by the 
Rev. 0. Blundell, Alexander, youngest son of Mr John McDiarmid, Wellington, to Jessie 
Liddell, third daughter of.W. T. Trott, Nelson. 
Ethel Capper taught at Brooklyn in 1914 and Clyde Quay around 1917 
Eileen J O’Connor started teaching at Brooklyn in 1915. By 1917 she was at Clyde Quay and 
from around 1921 to at least 1923 was teaching at Brooklyn school 
27th March 1924 Miss E. J. O’Connor, of Brooklyn School, has been granted three months’ 
leave of absence, during which she intends visiting America, 
Lillian J Sutherland only taught around 1917 at Clyde Quay for the Wellington Education 
Board   
Ella C Wilson taught 1917 at Clyde Quay and at training college in 1921 and as an assistant 
in 1921 at Lyall Bay 
Christina Williams only taught for the Wellington Education Board around 1917 at Clyde 
Quay 
18th February 1916 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. PARENTS are notified that the Lower School 
will reopen on MONDAY, 21st February, when new pupils for the Infant Department and for 
Standard will be admitted on application to the Headmaster. W. B. STRONG, Secretary, 
School Committee 



 
 

 
 

26th February 1916- Mr. J. E. Thwaites, first assistant at Clyde Quay School, has received 
intimation from the Registrar of the New Zealand University, that cable advice reports his 
having secured the M.A. degree, with third-class honours in mental science 
17th March 1916 Wellington Education Board: Miss H Ross appointed Clyde Quay [By 
December 1917 was sole teacher at Balance School] 
21st March 1916 Infantile Paralysis:  The scholars of the Clyde Quay Sohool were notified 
yesterday afternoon that they would not be required' to attend school , until . Monday next. In 
the. ' meantime the schoolrooms are -to be thoroughly fumigated under the direction of. the 
Health Department.  
1st April 1916 SWIMMING  SCHOOL' CERTIFICATE WINNERS. 
The following list gives the names of the pupils of Clyde' Quay School who have gained 
proficiency certificates during: the season just ended:—G. Hunn, 2000 yds. ;K- McKelvie, 
1900 yds ; H Empson, 1800 yds.; J. Barnholdt, 160 yds;: V. Whitcombe,- 1500 yds ;  Crowther, 
1230 yds .; V. Purcell, 1400 yds.; L. Plimmer, 1300 yds.; M. Mellor, 1900 yds.; J.' Hunter, 
1150 yds.; W. Wheeler, E. Vansden, and A. Empson, 1100 yds.; A. Paterson, W. Gamble H. 
Grounsel, A. Thompson, B. Somers, S. Collins, L. Robinson, and L. Donovan, 1000 yds.; M. 
Prince, .950 yds.; R. Ward, 900 yds.; WV Wright and B. Gibson. 800 yds ; S. Allen, L. 
McBride, and -W. Gamble, 700 yds.; D. Williams, D. Hercus, and L. Donovan, 600 Yds.; B. 
Gibson, W. Stewart, J. McGowan. E. Holford, D. Jenkins, R. Spence, G. Canavan. D.' Jenkins, 
and H Barnholdt, 500 yds.: R. Rowntree, 0. Shea. G. Spence. F. Connor, M. O'Shea, J. Plimmer, 
P. Ward, E. Barley and C. Plimmer, 400 yds. :N. Brodie 350 yds.  H." Crawford, W Fletcher, 
J .Longman, and L. Plimmer, 300 yds.; M. Barr, 250 yds. 
17th April  1916 At the Clyde Quay School on Friday afternoon last, Miss E. A. Bisset,. who 
has been associated with the teaching staff of that school for the past eight years, was the 
recipient of a token of regard from her late pupils on severing her connection with Clyde Quay 
to take up, a more advanced position at  the Newtown School. The presentation, which took 
the form of a gold brooch,' was made by the headmaster, Mr. W. T. Grundy,' on behalf of the 
scholars who have sat under Miss Bisset during last year and the present year. In making the 
presentation, Mr. Grundy said that all would regret' Miss Bisset's departure from the school, 
and would join with him in wishing her every success and all happiness in the future 
18th April 1916  Clyde Quay School. Mr, David Robertson presided at the twenty-sixth annual 
meeting of householders at Clyde Quay School. The report paid a tribute to the arduous work 
of the headmaster, Mr. W. T. Grundy, arid his staff during the very trying year. The staff 
suffered considerably oy the loss of three of their members—Messrs. Dempsey, East,' and 
Fossette  who had volunteered for military service. The number of pupils on the roll was "720, 
as against 741 last year, the average attendance being 670—the same as the previous year.. The 
school buildings had been added to, and considerably improved during the year., The sum of 
.£263 I3s. 9}d. had been contributed by the school children towards the war- funds. The balance 
sheet showed a credit balance of .£l2 Is. 10d. • , As only the required number had been 
nominated for places on the committee no election was necessary. The committee is as 
follows:—Messrs. T. Forsyth (chairman), W. B. Strong (secretary), J. Mitchell (treasurer), L. 
Button, R. Hatch, H. .J. Harland, H. J. Fossette, L. R. Partridge, and R. Scott  
18th April 1916  The lengthy service of Mr David Robertson as chairman, of the Clyde Quay 
School Committee was the, subject of eulogistic speeches at the meeting of householders last 



 
 

 
 

evening. On the occasion. of Mr Robertson’s retirement owing to ill-health. the following 
motion was proposed by Mr W. Skinner and seconded by Mr L. E. Partridge:—"That this 
meeting of householders of the Clyde quay school district regrets very much that, owing to 
illness, Mr D. Robertson. who has been chairman of the school committee for over 25 years 
should be unable to continue his responsible duties and it desires to place on record its very 
warm appreciation of his long and very valuable services to the great cause of education in this 
district." Messrs T. Forsyth and James Mitchell as committeemen, and Mr Grundy, headmaster, 
expressed warm appreciation of the retiring chairman. The motion was carried with applause. 
On behalf of the committee Mr Forsyth handed Mr Robertson a handsome gold mounted 
walking stick as a souvenir of esteem. 
19th April 1916 Wellington Education Board: Miss J Trott appointed assistant Clyde Quay 
19th June 1916 Mr. Thos. Forsyth, who has been secretary of the  Clyde Quay 
School Committee for some years now, and who takes a very live interest in educational 
matters, will be a candidate for the Wellington Education' Board at the coming election. 
26th June 1916 It is reported of Macaulay that when he was six years old he hurt his foot, and 
in reply to an inquiry as to how it was he said: "The agony has now somewhat abated." There 
are many Macaulay’s now in all our schools, and the use of English and the understanding of 
the language is more profound than over. A lad o£ ten the other day, in the Clyde Quay 
School, was set a lesson to write correctly sentences giving the proper weight and meaning of 
the following words: Reluctantly, sanctuary, strenuously, adherence, appreciate. And with a 
grace as free as Bernard Shaw or Rudyard Kipling, this.is what he wrote: "Rather reluctantly 
the father told his son that unless his adherence to the rules of the household was . a little 
stricter, he would be obliged to seek sanctuary to save his skin, for a strenuous time would 
surely come if he did not appreciate advice and improve." Thus, indeed, in Wellington, 
Macaulay is again outdone. 
7th July 1916  On several occasions since the vessels have been berthed at the Clyde Quay 
Wharf officers him dropped into the Clyde Quay School and have been shown through the 
classes and had the methods of teaching explained to them as far as was possible by the 
headmaster, Mr. W. T. Grundy 
3rd October 1916 Christmas Gift Fund [For soldiers]  Clyde- Quay School, .£4 15s 3d.; 
3rd October 1916 Clyde quay School, socks, mittens, scarves for sailors’ department 
4th November 1916 Mr. W. T. Grundy, who has been headmaster of the Clyde Quay 
School since it was erected twenty-sis years ago, handed' in his resignation to the Education 
Board yesterday. It is his intention  after the-school "breaks up for the summer :holidays, to 
spend a few months in Auckland, and ultimately to settle in Wellington. Mr. Grundy has always 
been held in the highest esteem by his staff, the school children, -.arid their parents,'- and his 
retirement from active teaching work, whilst, well- earned; will-be. regretted by many 
6th November 1916 ir W- T. Grundy, headmaster of the Clyde quay school since its 
establishment twenty-seven, years ago, will retire at the end, of the year. (.Born in Liverpool, 
Mr Grundy attended -the. Saltley Training College for teachers, and qualified for his 
profession,-, taking the certificate under the Committee of Council of Education, equivalent to 
the D1 certificate of New. Zealand.- He was appointed to the - headmastership of St. Philip’s 
National School, Birmingham, but after three-years he resigned and went in 1879 to Brisbane, 
where he taught for two years. Then he came to New Zealand, and was .appointed first assistant' 



 
 

 
 

"master at 'the Mount  Cook boys’ school. ’ Later' he was selected as headmaster/for the 
Masterton school, where he remained till 1839,. when, on the completion of the building, he 
was appointed head, master of the Clyde quay school. 
28th November 1916  A movement is on foot to recognise the devotion of Mr. W. T. Grundy 
to the interests of the Clyde Quay School and his efforts in the cause of education in the district. 
Mr. Grundy has been headmaster of the school for the last 28 years, and is about to -retire. The 
school committee decided last night to call a meeting of residents during the week to consider 
the matter. 
30th November 1916  In receiving the resignation of Mr. W T Grundy for 23 years headmaster 
of the Clyde Quay School, the members of the Wellington Education Board referred to the 
splendid work Mr. Grundy bad done since the Clyde Quay School was first erected, and: it was 
decided to place on record the high sense of fidelity and ability with which he had discharged 
the onerous duties that have devolved on him. 
1st December 1916 At a meeting held in the Clyde Quay School last night, it was resolved to 
tender Mr. W. T. Grundy, who is retiring from the headmastership of Clyde Quay School, a 
farewell on December 15. Mr. D. McLaren presided at the meeting, Mr. W. B. Strong was 
elected secretary and treasurer of the and Mr. T. Forsyth was elected chairman of the committee 
which is to undertake the arrangements. It was mentioned at the meeting that there .were a good 
many men in the Wairarapa (where Mr. Grundy was onca a teacher) who would like to assist. 
The committee is to consist of the Clyde Quay School Committee and ten ex-pupils of Mr. 
Grundy.  
11th December 1916 Dr, Barnardo's "Young Helpers' League. Mrs. Neil McLean entertained 
the members of the Young Helpers' League belonging to Clyde Quay School on Friday 
afternoon, when an enjoyable time was spent, with music, songs recitations and dancing. The 
children who contributed to the programme were as follow:—Piano solo, Agues Daniels; 
songs, Irene Byrne and Nellie Bolton; dancing, Marjorie Wiggs; recitations by Noya Wilson 
and N. Drummond. Mr. Grundy the headmaster, addressed the children on the work done for 
child life in the Old Country, and contrasted their lot with that of the children here………. 
12th December 1916 Lawn Tennis Public School Tourney:  The Primary Cup was won by 
the Clyde quay School, the winners of last year’s cup.   
14th December 1916 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIP. A 50 yards race was held 
at Te Aro Baths on Tuesday afternoon for the championship of Clyde Quay School, and the 
accompanying- gold medal, annually donated by Mr. Partridge, of Oriental Bay. The event was 
von by the barest of margins by B. Somers, with C. Hum second, and K. Gibson and J. Hunter 
(tie) third, after a very keen struggle. Three Clyde Quay schoolboys, C. Hum, 'A. Paterson, and 
L. Coogan, have already availed themselves of the City Council's latest concession for the 
encouragement of swimming amongst children, by which any child swimming a mile is 
"awarded a ticket, given  a year's free entrance to the baths. These boys swam a mile each last 
week, and, thanks to the energy of Mr. A. W. Farrnall, hon, secretary to the "Wellington 
Swimming Centre, are already in possession of their privileges. 
15th December 1916 "You children are more lucky, and perhaps more unlucky as well, than 
any who-have been born during the- last hundred years," said Mr. W T. Grundy yesterday, in. 
farewelling the Third and- fourth Standards of. the Clyde Quay School. "Many of you have 
brothers, fathers, uncles, cousins, and other relatives away fighting for the Empire, and some, 



 
 

 
 

1 am sorry to say, will. 'never return. That is where you are unlucky. On the other hand, it is 
your duty to work hard day after day to fit' yourself to take their positions in life. Many 
positions will be opened to you that have been closed in- the past, and to be able to fill them 
satisfactorily you must become efficient in the school work and always try to do a little better." 
15th December 1916 Private Alfred East, son of Mr. J. East, of Gisborne and a former teacher 
of the Clyde Quay School, Wellington, is returning to New Zealand by' a transport which is 
due at.-Tort Chalmers early next month. Private East was wounded in the-Gallipoli campaign 
while serving with the Medical Corps………. When saying good-bye to the infants, at 
the .Clyde . Quay School yesterday morning, Mr. W. T.. Grundy, the retiring headmaster, was 
taken by surprise by being made, the recipient of a handsome leather suit-case, subscribed to 
solely by the little ones .as a parting gift to one whose firm yet kindly treatment has endeared 
him to the children and .the parents of the Clyde Quay School district. 
15th December 1916 PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES. Standard VIa, Boys—Harold 
Atkinson, William Aldrich, Matthew Ban. Thomas Black. William Brasch, "Elworthy 
Doddrell, Cedric Gardner, Wyndham Grady, Neil Goldie, Erie Godber, Harry Grounsell, Cyril 
Hum, Frederick Jessen, Hester Knigge. Alexander Keogh, Robert Low, Noel Manthel   George 
McKelvey. Harry Matthew, Eric North, Frederick, Prince, Charles Pengelly, Kenneth Port, 
Sidney Robinson, Bert Somers, Vivian Thwaites, William Turnbull, Edwin Watt, Arcus Ward, 
Stanley Wyett, Walter Wheeler.  
Girls. —Mavis Barrallt Irene Byrne. Eleanor Ballingall, Thelma Burgess, Alice Berg, Nellie 
Beck, Nellie Crowther, Florence Coppock Patricia Chatwin, Olive -Clark, Priscilla Day Minnie 
Forsyth, Kathleen Gilling, Elna Glover, Annie Garshook, Edith McLarn. Vieatria O’Farrell, 
Christina Paterson. Irene Skelley, Lena Shearer, Marjorie boiler. Hazel Wallis, Mollie Wright. 
Standard VIb., Boys Basil Barker. Basil Gibson, Kenneth Gibson, Raymond Lerwell. Stuart 
Mclnnes Eric Mitchell , Neil Rowntree. Oscar Schaef  Arthur Thomson, Edwin Vousden, 
Sidney Wright, W. Wright. W. Satherley. '  
Girls.—Eva Barley, Hilda Blatherwick, Jessie Card, Clarice Hall. Zeta Hickey, Hughline 
Lopwortb, Jean Lock, Lillie McBride, Esme Murrell. Matilda Samuels- Thelma Sands Phyllis 
Ward. Gwen Wilkie. Eileen Sullivan.  
COMPETENCY CERTIFICATES. Standard Via.—James Powell. Standard VIb.—Boys-. 
Stanton Allen, Henry Bornholdt . Eric Holford. 
 Girls. —Doreen Auld. Madge Piper, Mavis Prince. Una Whitcombe , Maud Harrington, 
Dorothy  McFarlane . 
 ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES. First-class-—Girls Mollie Wright Irene Skelley. Vittattia 
Farrell, Lena Shearer  
Boys Alex. Keogh. Sidney Robinson, Stanley Wyett, Charles Pengelly. Thomas Black. Eric 
Godber. Bert  Somers  
Second Lass Girls Marjorie Sellers, Hazel Wallis, Florence Coppeck,  Minnie Forsyth, 
Kathleen Gilling. Patricia Chatwin. Nellie Beck.  
Boys.—Elworthy Doddrell, Walter Wheeler. Matthew Barr. 
16th December 1916 Mr. W. H. L. Foster, at present headmaster of. the Petone District High 
School, has been appointed to succeed Mr. W. T. Grundy as headmaster of the Clyde Quay 
School. It is understood Mr. Foster was selected by_ the board from about thirty applications. 
.Mr. Foster, who is among the best known educationists in the district, holds a Class B1 



 
 

 
 

certificate, and is a master who has obtained good results' wherever he has been in charge. He 
worked himself up through all grades' in the Canterbury and Wellington districts, had country 
experience A Paraparaumu  and Manakau, and was afterwards an assistant master at the Clyde 
Quay School when it was in its infancy. ' He "was later appointed headmaster of the 
Mitchelltown School, from there was promoted to the Mount Cook Boys' School and has been 
for the .past six years master of the Petone District High School. Mr. Foster is the chairman of 
the Headmasters' Association in Wellington and was for some years secretary of the 'New 
Zealand Education Institute. 
16th December 1916  There was" 'a large gathering at the New Century Hall last evening, when 
a farewell, social was tendered to Mr. .W. 'T. Grundy, who has retired from the 
Headmastership. of. Clyde Quay School, after many years of service, The Mayor (Mr. J. P. 
Luke) presided. Among those present were pupils, ex-pupils;'and parents of pupils. Mr, Grundy 
was accompanied .by his daughter, Mrs Lamb., Mrs.' Grundy being absent in Auckland.  
Mr: D. Robertson, who was one of Mr. Grundy’s earliest Wellington associates  and who was 
a member of the Clyde Quay School Committee for about a quarter of a century,' : said 'Mr. 
Grundy had done a great deal for the community in the district served by the school. He had 
overcome many difficulties and had built up a fine school. He wished him success in the future.  
Mr. G, H. Sykes, M.P., said that he had been taught-by Mr. Grundy at Masterton, and his 
opinion was that no better State school teacher ever taught in\ New Zealand. Mr. Grundy went 
to Masterton fresh from the schools of 'Birmingham. Only the shortage -of labour in a busy 
season prevented other Masterton pupils from being present to pay tribute to Mr. Grundy. 
The Hon. J. G. W. Aitken (chairman of the Wellington Education Board), on behalf of the 
board, said the board had always looked on Mr. Grundy as one of-the very best schoolmasters. 
Mr. Grundy had been at Clyde Quay School for 28 years, and yet one never heard a word 
spoken of him that was .not in his praise. Such, a man was not an ordinary man, but one of very 
high soul and very liberal parts. Mr. Grundy had not merely done his duty as headmaster, but 
he had instilled patriotism, . self-denial  and the things of the spiritual world..' He had led his 
pupils and knew that there were higher things in life than 'the material things. The least the 
people of .the locality could do was to. meet as they had done and show him that they 
appreciated his good .work. Mr. Aitken conveyed to Mr. Grundy the good wishes of the 
Education Board Mr. Aitken also alluded to the valuable assistance of Mrs. Grundy. 
The Mayor added a few words lo the previous speeches. He said the gathering was a- great 
tribute to the work of Mr. Grundy, he mentioned that for some time Mr. Grundy had filled the 
role of inspector in the Education Service, and had he desired to do so he could have continued 
in that capacity. Mr. i'. Forsyth said! that over 9000 scholars had passed through Mr. Grundy's 
hands at Clyde Quay, so one could estimate the far-reaching effects of his teaching.  
Mr. T Forsyth then presented Mr. Grundy with a purse of and Mrs. Grundy with a gold wristlet 
watch. 
 In behalf of the old pupils of the Masterton school. Mr. Sykes presented Mr. Grundy with an 
album of signed photographs of the Masterton ex-pupils. 
Replying, Mr. Grundy said this was only one of the many kindnesses bestowed upon him by 
the people of Clyde Quay. For over 50 years lie had been actively employed as a teacher. He. 
left the school with much regret. He had become attached to the children, and he believed they 
would become worthy citizens. The following entertainment programme was rendered during 



 
 

 
 

the evening:—Overture (piano)., Mrs. B. Strong; songs, Mr. L. R. Partridge, Mrs. J. Martin, 
Mrs. Mitchell; recitation Rev. A. Hunt; violin solo, Mr. Watson; recitation, Miss Ruby Scott. 

1917 
25th January 1917  Mr. W  H. L. Foster will assume the duties of headmaster  at the Clyde 
Quay School when it reopens on Tuesday next. Applications to fill the position he has 
vacated—headmastership of the Petone District High School —will close to-day. 
28th February 1917 Private Alfred East, of the Ambulance Section of the Main Expeditionary 
Force, who was injured in the head in Gallipoli and has had two years' hospital treatment in 
Malta and England, is again in Wellington. Private East was formerly on the teaching staff of 
the Clyde Quay School. .  
29th March 1917  Mr. John Edward' Thwaites, M.A., who was at yesterday's meeting of the 
board appointed to the position. Mr. Thwaites is at present first assistant master nt the Clyde 
Quay School, with/which establishment he has been associated for the past twelve years. Mr. 
Thwaites commenced his career as a teacher at Southbrook (Canterbury), and after four vears 
there became a student at the Canterbury College. Two years later he was appointed headmaster 
to the Mangamahoe School (Wellington Province). In 1897 he became first 'assistant at 
Carterton, where he remained for two years, after which he spent six years ns first assistant of 
the Masterton School. Ho joined the staff of the Clyde Quay School in 1905. 
26th April 1917 Anzac Day: ROUND THE SCHOOLS CLYDE QUAY. There was a dual 
function at the Clyde Quay School; owing to the impossibility v of getting all the children 
together in ono room. The lower standards celebrated first, and later the higher standards paid 
their homage to the Anzacs. The function at this school was made particularly interesting! by 
a stirring address delivered by the Rev.' Archibald Hunt. …………..[Not Copied] 
27th April 1917 “One boy,” said the  Rev. A. E. Hunt, in his address on “Anzac” at the Clyde 
Quay School yesterday, in describing the terrible hardships those who first landed oh the of 
Anzac had to withstand, “was hit no fewer than five times. He was hit three times without much 
damage being done, and then a sniper howled him over. When he recovered himself he was 
gazing dazedly round when a piece of shrapnel caught him and hurled him over the cliff. When 
next he regained consciousness he was lying in a hospital on the shore. That boy,” said Mr 
Hunt, quietly, “was my own boy—my only son.”  
1st May 1917 The report of the Clyde Quay Committee referred to the fact that the personnel 
of the staff had changed considerably since last annual meeting. In November Mr Grundy, the 
headmaster, had resigned after 28 years’ of service and Mr W. H. L. Foster had been appointed 
to fill his place. Another loss the school had sustained was the departure of the assistant master 
Mr J- E Thwaites, who had gone to Island Bay after doing yeoman service for 11 ½  years. The 
committee had obtained a series of patriotic pictures to hang on the walls. The chairman, Mr 
T. Forsythe, had been appointed a member of the Wellington Education Board. A credit balance 
of '£29 was shown in the accounts. The headmaster had been compelled to refuse admission to 
93 children of the district on account of the overcrowded state of the school buildings. A 
national scholarship had been gained by one pupil and the school had acquitted itself well in. 
the field of sport. The health of the scholars had been good throughout the year.  



 
 

 
 

The headmaster reported that there were 720 pupils on the roll, 348 being admitted during the 
year and 309 withdrawn. The school had continued to play a worthy part in patriotic work. He 
acknowledged the hearty co-operation he had received from the staff.  
The chairman (Mr T. Forsythe), who presided at the meeting, remarked that things were going 
on most satisfactorily, and the coming year was looked forward to with confidence. 
 Mr Burbidge urged that schoolbooks and materials should be standardised, and that they 
should be sold at the schools at wholesale prices.  
The chairman explained that he had given attention to this matter, which was one for the 
department to take in hand. The Education Board had already asked the department to have a 
revision of the list of books used so that the same publications would be used in every school.  
After the adoption of the reports Mr Burbidge moved that a representation should be made to 
the Education Board to have a departmental depot established for selling schoolbooks at 
cheaper rates.  
 Mr Foster, on being asked his opinion, said that he had great sympathy with the public in this 
matter. He failed to see why the Education Board should not be allowed to standardise the 
books for Wellington. He thought' far too many text books were being used.  
The chairman remarked that in the present times of stress it would be well to go back to the old 
fashioned slate and dispense with copy books. Mr Burbidge’s motion was unanimously 
adopted.  
The following members of committee were re-elected: —Messrs T. Forsyth (chairman), R. L. 
Button, J. W. Fossette, B. R Hatch, W. J. Harland. J. Mitchell, R. L. Partridge, K. Scott and W. 
B. Strong (secretary).  
Votes of thanks were passed to the .headmaster, teaching staff, and the committee. Reference 
was made to a circular from the Navy League with a view to increasing its membership, and 
Mr E. L. Button made the suggestion that pictures of warships should be obtained by the league 
to be made available for school buildings. 
21st May 1917 Miss Evans, who has been the head mistress of the Clyde Quay School for a 
number of years, is to retire from the service of the Wellington Education Board on 
superannuation next month. 
29th May 1917 On Thursday last a farewell tea was given by pupils and ex-pupils to Mr. JA. 
Mason, of the Porirua State School, who is leaving to take up the position at Clyde Quay 
School vacated by Mr Thwaites After a short concert the pupils presented Mr. Mason with a 
silver wristlet watch and match-box, and from the School Committee he received a. gold 
mounted fountain pen.  
31st May 1917 Miss F  Evans, of Clyde Quay School, has resigned from the Education Board 
service after 37 years of work. "When her resignation was before the board yesterday, the 
chairman referred to. the very valuable, work done by Miss Evans' over such a long period, and 
expressed' the regret of the,-board that she was leaving the teaching profession. He remarked 
that Miss Evans had been one of the teachers who had given most: assistance iu the introduction 
of kindergarten work in the schools of Wellington. . 
30th June 1917 News has been received by his sister, Miss Dempsey, of Wellington,-that her 
brother, Sergeant Sidney W. Dempsey, formerly of the teaching staff of the Clyde Quay 
School, has died of wounds received in the recent sanguinary battle in Flanders. Sergeant 
Dempsey, who was the youngest son of the late Mr. W. Dempsey," of Wellington, was born in 



 
 

 
 

1880 He attended the Clyde Quay School, and on completing his course there  became a pupil 
teacher in the school and was second assistant when he joined the Forces on September 6. 1915. 
He left Now Zealand with the Ninth Reinforcements, N.Z Rifle Brigade, and has since seen 
considerable service in Egypt and France. Sergeant Dempsey' was an enthusiast in sport, being 
a very capable footballer and cricketer himself. Playing for Wellington East, he  held more than 
one century to his credit. His influence in regard to sport was very valuable at the Clyde Quay 
School, where he was extremely popular. In token of respect to his memory the scholars of the 
upper standards of the school ceased work an hour earlier on Thursday afternoon. 
9th July 1917 On Friday afternoon Miss Evans, for many years mistress of the infant 
department of e Clyde Quay School, and who is retiring from the service pf the Education 
Board, was presented by the children with a handsome silver tray and cake basket. Mr W. H L. 
Foster made the presentation on behalf of the children, and said ,he hoped Miss Evans’s  future 
would be happy and prosperous. Miss Evans referred to the happy years she had spent at 
the Clyde Quay School  and thanked the children most cordially for the valuable evidence of 
their esteem. 
19th July 1917 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay infant mistress Miss E B Lea 
23rd July 1917 Deep regret was ex. pressed at the death of Sergeant 5- W. Dempsey, who 
during his long term, as assistant at Clyde quay school, had. been closely associated with all 
forms of school sport. 
12th October 1917 The strange case of a child of about seven years of age who could give no 
account of herself cropped up the other day. She joined in the play of the Clyde quay 
school children. As she did not belong to the school she was taken to Constable Le Fevre, who, 
after half an hour’s examination, could make nothing of her. She was accordingly handed over 
to the matron of the Taranaki police station and duly claimed by a lamenting parent. Thera have 
been several oases of stray children lately who have not been able to give any assistance 
towards their own identity. Such incidents suggest the wisdom of those parents who make a 
point of teaching their little ones to repeat frequently their names and addresses. 
15th November 1917 The children of the sixth standard of Hie Clyde Quay School wero taken 
on a tour of inspection through the Gear Meat Company's works at Petone  yesterday afternoon. 
The  educational value of such visits cannot be underrated, for it brings the children face to 
face with great industrial undertakings at a time in their lives when the mind is plastic and 
retentive. 
24th December 1917 Attendance Certificates; Standard VIA —Sarah Benjamin, Katie Boffa, 
Ronald Bull, Thomas James Delbridge, Walter Vernon .K. Fletcher, Norman James 
Greenwood, Ellen Rose Hardwick, Violet May Ingerton, Edna Hare McDonald, Dorothy Ellen 
McFarlane, Kenneth Hawthorne , Mitchell; Allan Hawthorne Mitchell, Alexander Ian" 
Paterson, Emma Cecilia Peterson, Janie Kate Post. Roland James Searle, John Gordon Spence, 
Hazel Marjorie Somerville, Thelma Agnes May Sullivan, Aroada Ular K. Tait; Marjorie 
Victoria Walsh, Olive Melba Walsh.  
Standard VlB —Irene Aitken, James S. Apps, Grace Bauckham, James Besant, Cazelet 
Bloxam, Gregory Collins, Gladys Day, Margaret Fisher, Rudolph Kuch, Henry- Little,’ John 
Nixon, Anthony Osborne, Mavis Rogers, William Stewart, Thelma Sales, John Tait, Ruby 
Tibbs, John West, „  



 
 

 
 

Standard V—Veda Brodie, Keith Bauckham. Marjorie' Chesterman, Rita Fullford, Olive 
Fiebig, Doris Goldie, Robert Gray, Myra Hill, Ivy Ingerton, David James, John Johnson,-
George Jessen, Bernard Kuch, Erlin Lowry Jack Leicester, Joan Markmann, Norah McGowan, 
Gladys Miles. Clifford Prince, Frank Swain, Hector Tait, Ngarita Tucker, Richard Ward.  
Standard IV—Irene Chapman, William Boffa, Beryl Clark, Norman Goldie, David Hunter, 
Cyril Holford, William Huston, Jean Harrison, Olive Hardwick, Daphne Lowry, Edna Luke, 
Eileen Milligan, Jack' McWilliam, Claud Miles, Arthur Paterson, ‘ Heath Post, Charles 
Stewart, Albert Staples, Winnifred Spear, Florence Sales, Elsie Tyson, Frank Tyson, Herbert, 
Williams, Ira Wolfgang, Edith Wheeler.  
Standard 111. —Nellie Carwood, Muriel Garwood. Ida Dear,' Olwyn Davies, Dorothy Frith, 
Ivy Tibbs, Frank Whale, Gilbert Gray, Reginald Milos, James Monnie, Harold Grenfell,  Ian 
Donald, Ivy  Page. William Harper, Reginald Harris, .Norman Brasch. John Back, Montague 
Edser, Ben. Sigall, Noel Windsor. Leslie Whinham, Laurence Keyes. 
Standard II A—Winnie Apps, Gordon Hawker. Jessie Harper, Walter Johnstone, Malcolm 
Kirk, Ken Leicester. Elsie Millman, Vera O’Brian, Joe. Chin Ting, Tom Ward., '  
Standard IIB—Grace Cameron, Marjorie Collins, Horace Harris, Athol Middleton. "Arna 
Monnie, Edna Parnell. Clifford Patrick, Nancy Thomson, Eric Slack, Kenneth Strong, Leonard 
Whale, Charles Wheeler." Irene Williams. – 
Standard I.—Roy Eiser , Myria Fletcher, Donald Eraser, Stuart Holford, Niel Little Mona Sales 
Fred Tyson, Allan Watt. 
 Infant Department—-Norma Aitken, Brio Barclay, Joan Collins, Walter Cole, Delza  Chant, 
Flossie Hodson, Freda Hawker. Sadie O'Brien. Leslie Radford, Ida Robinson. 

1918-1919	
1919 712 Clyde Quay Foster MA William H L B-4 Head £490.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Fisher Horace R D-45 Assistant £370.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay East Alfred F G B-55 Assistant £320.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D-68 Assistant £320.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Lea Sarah E B C-54 Assistant £300.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Taylor Lilias O D-71 Assistant £200.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Godfrey Grace L D-78 Assistant £200.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay McCall Rita  Assistant £189.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Hunt Winifred M D-93 Assistant £175.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Withers Rose A C-93 Assistant £175.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Cranmer Carrie C-99 Assistant £175.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Trott Jessie S M D-96 Assistant £165.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Hilliard Aileen C-97 Assistant £165.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Rishworth BA Eric K B-101 Assistant £155.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Forsyth Helen G C-99 Assistant £155.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Glover Naida M  PT1 £85.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Butcher Constance E  Probationer 2 £75.00 
1919 712 Clyde Quay Keyworth Margaret R  Probationer 1 £65.00 

1919 
71-
2 Clyde Quay Thwaites Irene E 

 Probationer 1 £65.00 



 
 

 
 

Horace R Fisher In 1917 Horace Fisher was had of Tua Marina school in Marlborough. 
Marlborough was part of Wellington Education Board from 1915. By 1919 he was an assistant 
at Clyde Quay and was still there in 1923. He was still at Clyde Quay in 1929 when he was 
acting headmaster on the death of Thomas Irvine Headmaster. Died December 1938. In the last 
few years had been educational officer in the Post Office Savings Bank. 
Lillias O Taylor In 1911 was secondary teacher at Carterton. 1912 assistant at Brooklyn 1913 
to at least 1917 was at Porirua. By 1919 to at least 1921 was at Clyde Quay and by 1923 was 
teaching at Masterton  until her retirement from Masterton Central about 1931, Died at 
Palmerston North in 1937 
Rita McCall only taught for the Wellington Education Board as ana assistant at Clyde Quay 
around 1919 
Carrie Cranmer  was a pupil teacher at Northland in 1914 and 1915. Was at training College 
in 1917 and from around 1919 to at least 1923 was at Clyde Quay. Resigned January 1924 
Aileen Hiiliard taught at Clyde Quay around 1919. And then in 1921 and 1923 was sole 
teacher at Fairhall in Marlborough 
27th July 1940 Miss Aileen Hilliard, Clifton Terrace School, left by plane for Blenheim via 
Nelson this morning, having received news of the sudden death >of her mother in Blenheim 
yesterday. 
1982/46689 Hilliard Aileen 14 July 1896 
Eric K Rishworth BA was a pupil teacher in 1915 as a pupil teacher. In 1917 he was at training 
college. 1919 at Clyde Quay by 1921 he was at Upper Hutt and in 1923 was at Mount Cook 
Boys’ 
Helen G Forsyth taught for the Wellington Education Board  at Kilbirnie around 1915 and 
Glyde Quay in 1921 and 1923 
Naida M Glover taught as a pupil teacher at Clyde Quay  around 1919. Was at training college 
in 1921 and an assistant at  the Terrace school in 1923 
Constance E Butcher only taught as a probationer for the Wellington Education Board around 
1919 at Clyde Quay 
Margaret R Keyworth only taught for the Wellington Education Board at Clyde Quay around 
1919 
Irene E Thwaites taught at Glyde Quay in 1919 and was a reliever at Island Bay in 1923. 
Presumably was at training college in between. 
18th January 1918 Wellington Education Board: Appointment Clyde Quay Miss A Hilliard  
7th February 1918 Mr. Alfred East, who was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry under 
fire, when a member of the Medical Corps at Gallipoli, has rejoined the teaching stall of 
the Clyde Quay School. 
25th February  1918 Several big picnics wero held at Day’s Bay on Saturday, including those 
of the employees of C. J. Ward and Co., Equity Boot Co., and the Clyde quay school scholars 
and parents. For the convenience of many of the latter the steamer Duchess brought them back 
to the Clyde quay wharf in the evening. 
4th March 1918 Girls Swimming: 200 yards; teams of four girls—Clyde Quay . and Mount 
Cook girls were the only competitors, the Clyde Quay girls winning easily. Time, 3 min, 10 
sec 



 
 

 
 

21st March 1918 Wellington Education Board: Miss C Cranmer appointed Clyde Quay 
23rd March 1918 That the spirit of giving is still strong in the land was testified to by' a letter 
received by Mr. W. H. L. Foster, headmaster of the Clyde Quay School, who had asked the 
children to bring all the clothes they could (with the consent of their parents) spare for little 
sufferers by the' big inland fire. One lady wrote regretting that she was unable to give any 
children's clothes but. was forwarding some adult clothing and was getting to work 
immediately to make some clothes for the little ones [Raetihi Forest fire was a fire that occurred 
on the 19–20 March 1918 in and around the townships of Raetihi and Ohakune in the North 
Island of New Zealand. The great fire itself was a major catastrophe. It burned for two days, 
devastating areas of forest and almost destroying the townships of Raetihi and Ohakune.] 
28th March 1918. Part of a long article: Clyde Quay School presented hundreds of parcels, and 
the enthusiasm of the young people was delightful to witness.  
9th April 1918 The monthly meeting of the Wellington School Committees' Association was 
hold at the Education Board's room last evening, Mr. A. G. Wallace presiding. Only routine, 
business was dealt with and the association was then addressed by Mr. William Foster, 
headmaster, of Clyde Quay School, on the co-operation of school committees and school staffs, 
and at the conclusion of the address a number of questions were answered to the satisfaction 
of the association. Mr. Foster was accorded a hearty vote of thanks. 
20th April 1918 The committee of the' 'Clyde Quay School, in their annual report, state that 
the headmaster, Mr. Foster, and his staff are to be congratulated on the very fine state- of 
efficiency which the school enjoys, not withstanding the trying circumstances which have 
existed. The number on the roll is still very large, there being an average roll of 735, against 
758 average attendance last year. 
The committee has drawn the attention of the-'Education Board .to what is considered   to be 
an overcrowded condition in the school.. As long, however, as the Education Department by 
regulation fixes ten square feet of floor-space,  as sufficient for each child. little alteration can 
be looked for in school condition. Fifteen feet would be much more in the interests of the 
children's health and comfort. 
There are 476. children on the roll in the main school, so that on the ten feet basis (which is 
grossly inadequate) there are 36 more children to the rooms than the regulations allow, while 
on the pre-war  rate, of twelve feet per child, there is an excess of 108 children.  
There are at present 230 children in the infant School, so that on. the tea feet basis there are 24 
less than the number, and on a twelve feet basis, there is an excess of 18. -In infant departments, 
practically even twelve feet is not enough lor free movement of these little children. The 
committee is strongly of opinion that there should be an immediate return to at least the pre-
war basis of twelve feet per pupil, and that headmasters should by regulation, be authorised to 
allow no more than the regulation number of children in each classroom.  
Owing to representations from the committee regarding the insanitary conditions of the 
outbuildings, new up-to-date buildings are to be erected at the. earliest opportunity. Plans are 
prepared and surveys completed for the erection in brick of these buildings, also shelters for 
the infants. , ,  
In their sports competitions the scholars did fairly well, securing the Tennis Championship 
Cup, but they failed to annex the Duthie Swimming Cup.  



 
 

 
 

24th April 1918 In connection with the Anzac celebrations to-morrow the management of the 
Paramount Theatre in Courtenay Place has offered the Clyde Quay School Committee- the use 
of the theatre between 10.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. in which ' to hold the "Remember Gnilhnoli! 
assembly. The theatre, which will hold the whole of the scholars, . is conveniently situated, and 
the offer has been accepted with thanks. A few appropriate pichiws will bo shown, and the Eev. 
A. h. Hunt is to deliver au address on the war. 
The committee again thanks the City Corporation for a liberal supply of good books for the 
.school library, and emphasise the great .value of this, generous action, and the keen 
appreciation of the scholars. They also express appreciation of the action of the City 
Corporation in allowing the scholars the free fee of the swimming baths for a period of the 
years.  
20th April 1918 A passage in the annual report ofthe Clyde quay school committee- refers to 
soldier-teachers as follows: "The hopes of victory during the year have not been realised, and 
those members of the staff' who responded to the call of duty, and. relinquished their positions 
to engage in the more strenuous business of war, are still at the front. Mr Sydney Dempsey lies 
in a soldier's grave in" France;' having made the supreme sacrifice, and to his relatives we 
extend our sincere condolence. Mr Fossette and Mr Tocker are still manfully upholding their 
country’s honour, and to them we again send our best wishes for a safe return. Mr, A. East. 
whose honourable scars necessitated his return to hi, beloved country, after a well earned rest 
nas resumed his duties in the school 
24th April 1918 The management of the Paramount Theatre in Courtenay Place has offered 
the Clyde Quay School Committee- the use of the theatre between 10.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. 
in which  to hold the "Remember Gallipoli assembly. The theatre, which will hold the whole 
of the scholars, . is conveniently situated, and the offer has been accepted with thanks. A few 
appropriate pictures  will be shown, and the Rev A. H. Hunt is to deliver au address on the war. 
25th April 1915  CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. MEMORIAL SERVICE THIS DAY, 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25th, 1918, 10.30 a.m. PARAMOUNT THEATRE. Courtenay place 
(Kindly Lent for the occasion by the Directors). Tho Gallery is Reserved for Parents ana 
Friends of the Pupils. T. FORSYTHE Chairman School Committee.  
22nd June  1918  Miss Hunt, daughter  'of the Rev. A. E. Hunt,  and one of the teaching staff 
of the Clyde .Quay School, is at present laid aside with an attack of. appendicitis. 
26th June 1918 n Monday evening Private Alfred East, of the Medical Corps, was presented 
by the Governor-General with, the Serbian Gold Medal for conspicuous bravery under fire. In 
honour of the the event the children of the Clyde Quay School (where Mr. East has resumed 
teaching) were given a half-holiday yesterday, by way of honouring the soldier-teacher who 
"did his bit" so well. In the presence of the children, drawn up in the grounds, Mr. East received' 
the congratulations of the headmaster (Mr. W. H. T. Foster) and the chairman of the committee 
and member of the Education Board 'Mr. Thomas Forsyth  after which the school children gave 
three hearty cheers for the popular young teacher who has earned the decoration. 
26th July 1918 A large number of scholars from the higher standards of the Clyde Quay 
School attended the screening of "My Four Years in Germany" at the King's' Theatre yesterday 
afternoon 



 
 

 
 

22nd August 1918 Wellington Education Board Chairman: Mr. Forsyth was elected 
unopposed. Mr. Forsyth thanked the board for electing him. He observed that ho thought that 
the national system of education needed improving. 
Mr. Forsyth has been a. member of the board for only two years, though ho has all his life taken 
n keen interest in educational affairs, and for ten years past has been connected with the Clyde 
Quay School Committee, either as member, secretary, or chairman. Two years ago an extra 
seat on the board for Wellington was created and Mr. Forsyth was elected. Mr. Forsyth was 
born in Dunedin, and as a lad entered the soft-goods business of Dodgshun and Co., where he  
remained for a period of fourteen years, latterly as manager. He then accepted the position of 
accountant at To Aro House, in which employ he has been for twenty years, the last two as 
general manager (in succession to Mr. C. Chant). He has always taken a deep interest in the 
profession of accountancy and is at the present time president of the New Zealand Accountants 
and Auditors' Association. He is a member of flip Council of the Wellington Central Chamber 
of Commerce, and a few months and read a paper on progressive' education, which was read 
widely with great interest. The new chairman of the board is a lover of music and officiates as 
organist and choirmaster of the Cambridge Terrace Congregational Church. 
2nd October 1918 The Collapse of Bulgaria: he chairman of the Education Board (-Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth) attended at the Clyde Quay School at noon and delivered a suitable address to the 
children on the significance of the event. Mr. W. H. L. Foster (headmaster) also spoke on the 
momentous event and said that the first duty should be to express thankfulness to God for the 
victory He has bestowed upon us. The singing of the National Anthem closed the little 
ceremony.  
17th October 1918 Wellington Education Board: Miss I J Sutherland probationer resignation 
accepted 
13th November 1918 Influenza Epidemic: An inhalation Chamber was set up in the infants 
department of the Clyde' Quay School yesterday and was made available until 9 o'clock last 
night. 
14th November 1918 INHALATION. ROOMS-. FOR CHILDREN!  
CHILDREN .MUS'I' ATTEND AT CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL and at DISTRICT HEALTH 
OFFICE, AITKEN STREET (THORNDON) for Inhalation. These arc now open 
16th November 1918 WELLINGTON EAST PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT, IMPORTANT 
NOTICE. IMPORTANT NOTICE. IMPORTANT NOTICE. TELEPHONE 494A IS NOW 
INSTALLED direct to Clyde Quay School. USE THIS NUMBER ONLY IN FUTURE. Gifts 
of Beef Tea, Jelly, Barley Water, Fruit, Clean Pickle Bottles, and Medicine Bottles urgently 
required. 
5th December 1918 Members of Clyde Quay School Committee, at the monthly meeting held 
on Monday evening, expressed deep gratitude for the energetic and successful work 
accomplished by Mr. Foster and his staff during the present epidemic. The school and staff 
threw themselves into the work in a most whole-hearted manner, and it is felt that it’s energetic 
grappling with a most virulent disease at a critical period prevented a much more serious spread 
of the epidemic. The good work of the emergency helpers was also recognised. 
23rd December 1918 t SI. Andrew's Church on Friday afternoon Miss Jessie Wilson, second 
daughter' of Mr. William Wilson, of Wellington, and late of the nursing stall of the Bowen 



 
 

 
 

Street Private Hospital, was married to Mr. Alfred East, third son of Mr. James East, of 
Gisborne, and a member of the teaching staff of the Clyde Quay School…….. 
10th December 1918 The following pupils of Standard VI have gained certificates:— , 
Proficiency—Keith Bauckham, Ronald Bloxam, William Bornholdt, Rex Carmody, Roland 
Cress, Robert Gray, Norman Greenwood, Albert Grounseil, Brie Hislop, John Johnston, 
Bernard Kuch, Howard Lambert, Victor Latham, Richard Matthew,. Eric Robinson. Stanley 
Saunders, Douglas Smith, Gordon Spence, Hector Tait, Glyn Tayler, Wilford Watson, Noel 
Wilson, Hilda Barley, Doris Barnes, Nellie' Bolton, Veda Brodie. Eileen Burnett, Marjorie 
Chesterman, Gladys Day, Ina Farquhar, Olive Fiebig, Rita Fullford, Doris Goldie, Jessie 
Greene, Doris Harrington, Peggy Harris, Esma Hill, Linda Hill, Ivy Ingerton, Violet Jones, 
Florence Lawton, Melva Leake, Joan Markmann, Jean Plimmer, Lena Plimmer, Phyllis Pye, 
Thelma Sales, Gladys Sampson, Ida Searle, Noreen Spear, Marion Spencer, Ngaire Tayler, 
Ngarita Tucker, Ruby Whyte.  
Endorsed Competency—E. Aitken, T. Ingerton, D. James, F. Swain, F. Card, M, Hill, G. Miles. 
Competency.—L. Graham, G, Jessen, S. Jones, C. Prince, M. Domb, E. Millman. 
 Attendance Certificates.—First-class (full  attendance) E. Hislop, B. Kuch, C. Prince, F. 
Swain, G. Tayler, R. Ward, V. Brodie, M. Chesterman. 0. Fiebig, I. Ingerton, J. Markmann, N. 
Prince, N. Tayler, N. Tucker, R. Whyte.  
Second  class (absent not more than five half  days): E. Aitken, K. Bauckham, 'R. Bloxam, R. 
Cress, N . Greenwood,' T. Ingerton. G. Jessen, J. Johnston', S. Jones, R. Matthew, E. Robinson. 
D. Smith, H. Barley, N. Bolton, R. Fullford, D Harrington, L. Hill, N. McGowan, I. Searle.  

1919	
30th January 1919 Wellington Education Board: Resignation accepted  Mis L L Crabb Clyde 
Quay 
4th February 1919 During the holiday recess burglarious marauders have been at work- m the 
schools of Wellington to some purpose…… During last week Mr. William Foster, headmaster 
of the Clyde Quay School, on visiting his loom in the school, found that the locks of the drawers 
in his desk had .been forced open by some instrument and the desk thoroughly ransacked; also, 
a large school cupboard fitted with book-shelves, and containing books and papers and odds 
and ends, had been forced open and its contents strewn on the floor. Mr. Foster, who at once 
informed the police, states that as far as he knows nothing is missing. No money had been' left 
in the school, and that, it would seem,. was what the thief was after. . 
20th March 1919 Wellington Education Board: Appointment confirmed: E. K. 
Rishworth (Clyde Quay) 
29th March 1919 Teacher’s Institute:  Mr W. H. L. Foster, headmaster of the Clyde quay 
school, was appointed to represent the branch at the Town  Planning conference, to be held at 
Wellington  in May next.  
1st April 1919 Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay Female £210 to £240 
2nd April 1919  Mr. F. A. Mason, for some years first assistant master at the Clyde Quay 
School, has of his own request been transferred to the Western Lower Hutt School. Before 
leaving Mr. Mason received a suitable premutation from the  [Hutt D H S] scholars of the Sixth 
Standard.  



 
 

 
 

10th April 1919 CLYDE QUAY. After dealing with the set-back caused by the influenza 
epidemic the committee says : Notwithstanding these, and other incidental experiences caused 
by the war, your committee is especially pleased to report a very satisfactory condition 
regarding the maintenance of the high standard set in previous years. We wish to point out that 
as a result of the annual examination, 61 scholars obtained proficiency passes, 13 competency 
passes, and only 14 failed. In addition to these, higher honours still were gained. Grace 
Bauckham obtained a junior national scholarship, and junior free places were gained by 
Margaret McLaurin and Thelma Sullivan. , Another incident- of note in the, history of the 
school, is the appointment of Mr. T. Forsyth as chairman of the Education Board. Although his 
appointment necessitated the resignation as chairman of the committee, we are fortunate in still 
retaining his services as a member. Mr. R. Scott was voted to the chair in succession to Mr. 
Forsyth. During the year, the committee had to deplore the passing away of Mr, David 
Robertson, who had held the position of chairman of the committee of ' the school since its 
establishment, till ill health compelled his retirement. A member of the staff who has only 
recently resigned, and who had served the school in a. most faithful manner for 30 years, was 
Miss Robinson. The committee, also reports that the buildings so long constituting a menace 
to the health of the children have been removed, and up-to-date sanitary buildings in concrete 
erected in another part of the grounds, thus releasing a considerable area to add to the 
playground; Also a children's .shelter has been erected in the infants' playground.- The 
attendance at school  has been well maintained, there being now    on the roll 761, with an 
average attendance of 663 
10th April 1919 In its annual report the Clyde Quay School Committee refers with pleasure to 
the fact that the buildings so long constituting. a menace to the. health of the children have been 
removed, and up-to-date sanitary buildings in concrete erected in another part of the-grounds, 
thus releasing a considerable area to add ,to the playground; also that a children's shelter has 
been erected in the infants' playground, which will prove a boon in wet weather, and in the 
warmer part, of the year as an open-air classroom. "We trust," adds the committee', "to be able 
to induce the board to go still further and remove the dilapidated .shelters on the south side of 
the school, thus providing all of the classes with much-needed fresh-air accommodation." 
During the year the scholars subscribed liberally again to the various patriotic, funds; parents 
arc to be congratulated on the fine spirit exhibited in the continued generous responses to the 
calls for aid to the soldiers. During the year, as the result of pressure exerted by the School 
Committees' Association, the Education Department has increased the committee's allowance 
for cleaning and repairs to the school, thus enabling a better salary lo be paid to the caretaker, 
and more effective cleaning of buildings. The committee expresses sincere gratitude to the city 
librarian and his staff for the supply of valuable books for the school library, the quality of 
which has maintained very keen interest amongst the scholars. The attendance at the school 
has been well maintained, there being now on the roll 761 with an average attendance of 663 
15th April 1919 . Mr. Robert Scott presided at the meeting of the householders of the Clyde 
Quay School district, held last evening, The report of the committee (a precis of which has 
already appeared) was read and adopted. Reference was made to the work of Mr "William 
Foster (headmaster) in combating the epidemic in the district in November last, and a special 
resolution was passed commending Mr. Foster and his assistants for the splendid work they did 
during the crisis last year.  



 
 

 
 

In the course of his annual report. Mr. Foster refers to the fact that the Clyde Quay School was 
the proud recipient of four certificates from the New Zealand branch of the British Red Cross 
Society and the Order of St. John, that the pupils had rendered valuable assistance to the society 
during the great war, Generally, the school had retained its good name in the class room and in 
the playing field. Referring to the "Roll of Honour," Mr. Foster said that there had been some 
little difficulty in obtaining the names of those who should be recorded on such a roll,. as he 
did not know the old boys. So far they had not received a hundred names, whereas it was known 
that the  school must have had as good a record as any other, no suggested a committee of old 
boys should be formed, preferably 'of those who had been to the front, to collate the names of 
all who had served from the school. Speaking of his committee, Mr. Foster said: "My personal 
relations have been of the happiest description—no mean factor in the smooth working of a 
school, and they have my heartiest thanks for. a very pleasant year's. work. oil' this point, may 
I say  that I. .am old fashioned enough to believe that any steps taken to delocalise educational 
control .are not in the best interests of educational. efficiency. Bureaucratic centralisation may 
be advisable in some State Departments, but I cannot believe it is so with education. Given the 
proper type of citizen on school committees and, education boards, and I am sure increased 
interest and efficiency will ensue." .The headmaster’s report was adopted, with acclamation. 
15th April 1919 There were nearly 90 people present, at the annual meeting of householders at 
the Clyde quay School last evening, The election . of the committee resulted as follows: —
Messrs Robert Scott (chairman, re-elected), W. B. Strong (secretary, re-elected), James 
Mitchell (treasurer, re-elected). L. R. Partridge, Thomas Forsyth, John Kershaw, J. W. Fossette, 
William J. Harland, and R. P. Hatch. 
The following committee was elected:— Messrs, T. Forsyth, R. Scott. J. ff. Fossette, R. P. 
Hatch. W. B. Strone. W- ,T. Harland, James Mitchell,. John Kershaw, and L. R. Partridge. 
7th  April 1919 At the annual meeting of householders of the Clyde Quay .School district on 
Monday Mr T Forsyth (who is chairman of the Education Board) said  that it had been the 
intention of the Minister of Education to take up the matter of giving instruction in sick-nursing   
to women, but it had been taken out of his hands by the Minister of Public Health, who was 
acting through the hospital boards. They were, however, going on with the work by giving 
instruction in first aid and sick nursing in the secondary schools. Mrs. Jessie Aitken thought 
that with the  lesson of the epidemic before them, they should start such instruction with the 
girls of the higher standards in the State schools. 
15th April 1919 Part of a long article: Referring at the annual meeting of the householders of 
the Clyde Quay School district last evening to the leaving certificate tests, Mr. William Foster, 
the headmaster, recalled what took place in this connection in 1918.' "The epidemic, he said, 
"necessitated the closing of the schools some six weeks before their ordinary time. In the case 
of nil standards below the Sixth Standard this entailed no hardship on pupils. Headmasters had 
the records of their term examinations to guide them, and a consultation with the respective 
class teachers enabled promotions to be made at the beginning of the year without injustice to 
the pupils. ' "In the Sixth Standard practically the same procedure was adopted. The Inspectors 
in whose hands this examination rests, had recourse to the headmaster's term examinations in 
Standard VI and after consultation with the headmaster and the class teacher proceeded to 
award proficiency and competency certificates. This temporary expedient might well become 



 
 

 
 

a. permanent practice. I have elsewhere said that the success or failure in the examination room 
is no real test of the efficiency of the pupil………… 
2nd May 1910 Wellington Education Board:  Assistantships:  Clyde Quay £250 to £270 (male): 
Clyde Quay £160 to £200  
8th May 1919  Wellington Education Board: Clyde Quay assistant master Mr H R Fisher. 
Assistant Miss A L Howden 
7th June 1919 After a severe attack of pleurisy Mr. William Foster, headmaster of the Clyde. 
Quay School has recovered sufficiently to resume his scholastic duties. 
11th July 1919  In connection with the Peace celebrations, the principals and head teachers of 
the various schools are asked to communicate with Mr W. Foster, Clyde quay school.  
11th July 1919 PEACE CELEBRATIONS. CHILDREN'S DAY. MONDAY. JULY 21st. 
NOTICE TO Principals of Secondary and Technical Schools. Head Teachers of Primary 
Schools. Head Teachers of all Private Primary and Secondary Schools. The Authorities of any 
of the above  schools who desire their Pupils shall take part in the Children's Peace 
Celebrations, are asked to communicate with MR WILLIAAI FOSTER, Clyde Quay 
School (Telephone 2176 A, after 4 p.m.). who has charge of all arrangements. J. LEWIS. 
Organising Sec., Wellington Peace Celebration Committee. 
22nd August 1919 HMS New Zealand in Port: Between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. next Monday the 
vessel will be open to school children from the third standard upwards, Mr W. Poster, of 
the Clyde quay school, is arranging the visit, and teachers will be In charge of the children. 
Probably about 6000 boys and girls will be taken aboard.  
27th August 1919 n interesting ceremony took place at the Clyde quay school yesterday 
afternoon, when the Dominion flag was presented as the school had enrolled 100 members of 
the Navy League. There was a full attendance of scholars, with many parents and friends, also 
Mr T. Forsyth (chairman of the Education Board), Mr G. L. Stewart (secretary), and several 
members of the board, and Mr R. Scott, (chairman of the school committee), who presided. 
After the singing of the National Anthem Mr O. R. Smith, on behalf of the Navy League, 
congratulated the scholars on having secured the flag of the league, and called upon Flag-
Commander Ramsay, of H.M.S. New Zealand, to make the presentation. Commander Ramsay 
explained that Admiral Jellicoe was unable to be present and that he had been commissioned 
to say that the school had every cause to be proud at earning the flag, which was the symbol of 
unity between the many sections of the British Empire……… 
3rd September 1919 ENLARGEMENT NECESSARY. The Clyde Quay Sohool Committee, 
at its meeting oil Monday night considered the question of the overcrowding of the school, 
There has, been a steadily increasing demand for admission to the school, and the position, is. 
now acute The committee has made representations to the Education Board regarding 
additions, and these will be considered by the board at its next meeting. In the meantime . an 
effort is to be made, to find accommodation for two classes somewhere in the immediate 
vicinity of the school. To show how crowded the infant school at Clyde Quay is, it is stated 
that on the Education Department's area basis of 12 square feet , for each child in a classroom 
the infant department should accommodate 208 children, but there are at the present time 288 
on the roll. In one class-room there should be only 28 desks where 35 desks are being filled, 
and in another there should be 21 desks where there are 31—facts which prove conclusively 



 
 

 
 

that extra classrooms must be provided be provided if the health requirements (as laid down by 
the Department) are to be fulfilled. 
 Apart from making temporary arrangements as above  to prevent gross overcrowding—some 
of the teachers have over 70 pupils in their classes—the committee is submitting a scheme for 
the board for building practically over the whole of the schoolgrounds on the south side of the 
main school building, the to be on a level with the floor of the existing ones, and the space 
below (in no place less than 7ft. in height) to. be utilised as shelter sheds and for playing space, 
in wet weather. 
18th September 1919 Wellington Education Board: The resignation accepted of Mr N A Foden 
[Only shows at as teaching for the Wellington Education Board  at Eastern Hutt in 1915] 
19th September 1919 A meeting of old boys of the Clyde quay school was held last evening, 
Mr W. Foster, the headmaster (and an old boy of the school) presiding. The meeting passed -a 
vote of sympathy with the .parents and relatives of old boys of the school who made the 
supreme sacrifice in the great war. The following committee was set up to arrange a .social 
evening and reunion:—Die chairman and Messrs H. McGregor, W. Johns, L. Ritchie and J. 
Lauohlan. 
14th October 1919 In a long document on payment for teachers by Wellington Ba=ranch of 
NZEI was this: Mr. Foster thought they should go cautiously in this matter, deferring to' Clyde 
Quay, he regretted that the salaries of his infant class teachers only went to £140, whereas he 
agreed with Mr. McKenzie that they should, like the Government typists, go on to £220.  
16th October 1919 A rather serious accident befell a- pupil of the Clyde Quay School during 
playtime yesterday morning. A lad  named Edward Hall, whose mother resides at Hataitai, was 
playing  with some other boys in the school ground, and when leaning forward with his head 
down, he was pushed violently against the wall, which he struck head on. As the result he 
sustained concussion of the spine, which rendered the lad unconscious for Borne three-quarters 
of an hour. He received medical attention as soon as possible and was  sent home. It is 
understood the injury is not a. serious one. 
29th October 1919 Technical Education held at Glyde Quay for returning soldiers…..stated 
that a request had been made by the Repatriation Department that the school should undertake 
the control of classes which had been arranged for returned soldiers in the Public Service, who 
wished to improve their status by passing the Public Service entrance examination. Classes 
were being held on four evenings in the week at Clyde Quay school in English, arithmetic, 
geography, history, book-keeping and shorthand. These were conducted by Mr Darroch, 
headmaster of the Roseneath School, who was senior instructor in charge. About seventy 
students were in attendance at the classes, and it was expected that in the new year these 
numbers would be largely increased 
31st October 1919 Mr. W. Foster, headmaster at Clyde quay School, presided over a happy 
gathering of old boys of the school in Dustin's Rooms last night. It was a pleasant reunion, and 
those present included the late master, Mr. W. T. Grundy, the chairman of the school committee 
(Mr. Robert Scott), Dr. J.- S. Elliott, Mr. H. McGregor, Mr. J. Cowles, Mr. H. R. Fisher (first 
assistant master), Mr. A. East, and a largo- number of well-known old boys, many of whom, 
have- recently returned from active service………… 
20th November 1919  Efforts on the part of the Education Board to find temporary 
accommodation to relieve the congestion at the Clyde Quay School have so far failed. In 



 
 

 
 

reporting this fact to yesterday’s meeting of the board, the executive stated that applications to 
the proprietors of three halls in the district had been unsuccessful. 
16th December 1919 The following is the prize-list of the Clyde-quay School :— Proficiency 
Certificates.—K. Bauckham, W Boffa, H. Clay, L. Dear, R. Emerson, J. Gardner, N. Goldie, 
T. Guntrip, C. Hamilton, F.. Hamlin, H. Headland, D. Hunter, W. Huston, T. Ingerton, D. 
James, G. Jessen, F. Johns, S. Jones, H. Kaganski, L, Lapworth J. McWilliam. C. Mehaney , 
H. Post, D. Pye, G Radford, L. Reid, C. Torrance, F. Tyson, C. Ward, R Ward, W Walker, J. 
Winstanley, W Pickering, Mavis Bock, Lois ..Bolt, Irene Chapman, Millicent Chown, Beryl 
Clark, Olive Hardwick, Iris Inglesby, Elsie Little, Edna Luke, Evelyn Martin, Gretta McLaren, 
Eileen Milligan, Ethel Nicholson, Edna Plimmer, Nola Rod, Elsie Tyson, Ira Wolfgang.  
Certificates of Competency.—C. Holford, T.. Fernandos, B. Nicholson. A. Staples, R, 
Williams, Kathleen Beck, Laura Brown.  
Endorsed Competency Certificates.— A. Usma, Florence Card.  
Standard VI. ,- Attendance Certificates. — Florence Card, Iris Inglesby, Gretta McLaren, Irene 
Chapman, Elsie Tyson, Olive Hardwick, Eileen Milligan, Edna Luke, K. Bauckham, R. Ward, 
L. Dear, N Goldie, H. Headland, D. Pye, D. Hunter, .W. Huston, T. Ingerton, R. Williams, D. 
James, J. McWilliam, S. Reid, U. Shannon, F Tyson.  
Standard V. Attendance Certificates.—Muriel Carwood, Nellie Carwood, Mona Hodgson, 
Ruth Reid, Nea Shannon,, Gwenda Strong, Joan Veitch, Maisie Deck, J. Ching Ting, I. Donald, 
H. Grenfell, J. Harper, R. Johnston, W. Johnston, L Kite, W. McNee, H. Simpson, T. Ward, A, 
Whale, N. Windsor, F. Callier, A Delbridge, A. Hailey.  
Standard V.b. Attendance Certificates.—Alice King, Kathleen Sampson, Eileen Sampson, 
Esther Zimmerman, Dorothy Firth, Flora Mackay, Olwyn Davies, C. Stewart, D. Robertson. D 
Tuppin, M. Edzer, N. Grenfell, N. Brasch, L. Whinham, M. Stevens, J. Bruce, I. Hawker, F. 
Thomas, A. Middleton, C, Robinson, K-. Strong, J. Rowe.  
Standard IV. Attendance Certificates.—Betty Baldwin, Elsie Millman, Rosa Aldrich,. Mina 
Barr, Jean Fullarton, , Geordie Hum, Thelma Lawrence, Edna Parnell, Cleo Fernandos, A. Barr, 
D. Currie, S. Grenfell, G. Hawker, L. Whale, H. Fullarton, E. Aitchison, J. Beck, F. Aitchison, 
D. Aitchison, K.. McDonald. ,  
Standard III Attendance Certificates.—Mai Hardwick, Irene William, Dorothy Hawker Jean 
Neal, Doris Thomas, Connie Scott, Lillian Rowe, Nonie Inglesby, Vida Hill, Edna Norwood, 
Linda Jones, Flossie Hodson, L. Fitch, J. Fitch G Glover, P. Tyson, S. Harris, D. Barr, G 
Josephs, J. Chesternian, W. Hawker, M. Neal, P- Kenny, K. Smith, A. Miet, E. Allen, A. 
Pengelly, D Holms, J. Hardie. - 
Standard IIa, Attendance Certificates.—Minnie Glazer, Peggy Brace, Nola Wilkinson, Alice 
Montecmo, Jean Illingworth E Barclay, T. Reynolds, J Luke, Sydney Berg J. Good L Radford, 
H. Cooper, J. McGuire, E. Slack,-J. Johnson, N Duncan, R. Burnett, R. Watson.  
Standard Ilb.  Attendance Certificates.-Delya Chant, Effie Devlin, Frances Georgeson Olive 
Jones, Inawa Prince, Winnie Chown, Eileen Miles, Eva Kelbran, Moina Lowe D. Shennan, A. 
Robertson, T. Glazer K. Carroll.  
Standard I. Attendance Certificates.—Daisy Aldridge, Jean Kennedy, Ella Webster, -Florence 
Henderson, H. Grownsell R[Hall, R, Redding, A. Ruddlesden,' P. Shannon, E. Wallis, W. 
Morgan. 



 
 

 
 

Primary IV. Attendance Certificates.— .Vera McFarlane, Gwen Slack, Hilda Slack R 
Raxworthy. '  
Primary 111. Attendance Certificates.— Joan Chant 'Bertha Muller, V Wynn, H. Ward, S. 
Radford, P. Reed  
Primary U. V Attendance Certificates.—E. Lore D : McWilliam. ' 
17th December 1919 Yesterday morning the children of the Clyde Quay School and' their 
parents and friends filled the Paramount Theatre on the occasion of the breaking-up for the 
Christmas holidays. ' . 
Proceedings' commenced with the singing of. the National Anthem, after which Mr R. Scott 
(chairman of the school Committee) referred' to the record of the school during the past year, 
and said that the Clyde Quay School was one of the best State schools in the Dominion 
(Applause.) This was no doubt greatly due to the headmasters, and in this respect the school 
had been very fortunate 'Recently he had attended a reunion of old hoys of the school, and he 
was very happy to see the pride winch they all took in the school. he appealed to the present 
girls and boys to also take pride in their school. (Applause.)  
Mr W. H. Foster (headmaster) announced that it had .been decided' to stage a short concert. 
.An action song by the infants commenced the concert and was followed by a song "The Sand 
Man," by the juniors. The junior boys gave a very good recitation and were heartily applauded 
This was followed by a dance, 'Yesterday and To-day," by the younger girls. The star item was, 
however, a song by Jack McGill and the applause he received was deafening, and although Mr. 
Foster had made a rule that there, were to be no encores the audience was not satisfied until 
McGill sane another song. This encore was followed by a dance by one of the infants, after 
which one of the boys mounted the stage, carrying a weird looking instrument, which he had 
named _ "nit enesorek"—simply kerosene tin spelt backwards. The instrument consisted of a 
Ions; piece of wood, to one end of which was fastened a kerosene tin. A single gut was strung 
over the kerosene tin and fixed to the piece of wood. A bow completed the apparatus. 
Considering the crudity of this home-made instrument, the tunes rendered were remarkably 
well done. The senior Girls gave a dance and a recitation, and the junior girls also recited, while 
a class of boys and girls sang two short songs.  
Mr . Scott then presented the proficiency and competency certificates won by the pupils of 'the 
school. 
20th December 1919 The Wellington Education Board has secured a week-day tenure of a 
Taranaki Street Wesleyan Schoolroom for the accommodation of the tile Clyde Quay 
School, until another enlargement can be made. The Board is at present making inquiries about 
the value of some adjoining properties with a view to an extension of the school property 
southward, in the meantime some of the classes, or part classes, will be accommodated inthe 
Sunday school building. 

1920-1921	
1921 681 Clyde Quay Foster MA William H L B Head £540.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Fisher Horace R D Assistant £440.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Brown William B B Assistant £390.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Lea Sarah E B C Infant Mistress £350.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Byers Mary H C Assistant £300.00 



 
 

 
 

1921 681 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D Assistant £300.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Taylor Lillias O D Assistant £260.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Ashton Jeanie Mrs   Reliever £250.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Godfrey Grace L D Assistant £240.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Forsyth Helen J B Assistant £210.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Cranmer Carrie C Assistant £210.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Pigou Agnes M C Assistant £210.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Trott Jessie S M D Assistant £210.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Tebbs Alice D Assistant £200.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Beggs Vera E R C Assistant £190.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Barker Caroline A   PT1 £125.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Woodhouse Edwin W   Probationer 1 £125.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Oldfield Gladys   PT1 £95.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Wilkie Mavis G   Probationer 1 £95.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Adams Eileen L   Probationer 1 £95.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Foster Nancy L   Probationer 1 £95.00 
1921 681 Clyde Quay Pasche Zita M   Probationer 1 £95.00 

William B Brown AKA as William W from 1906 to 1909 at Island Bay was a pupil teacher. 
He was a qualified teacher at Island Bay 1910 to 1911. From  1912 to 1915 he was at Newtown. 
By 1917 to at least 1919 he was at Worser Bay/Seatoun/Miramar. By 1921 to at least 1923 he 
was Clyde Quay 
Mary H Byers was at Petone  in 1919 and Clyde Quay by 1921 to at least 1923 
Jeannie Ashton Mrs was a reliever at Clyde Quay by 1921 and was teaching at the Normal 
School by 1923  
1909/4235 Jeannie Browne John Ashton 

Agnes M Pigou taught at Blenheim in 1919 1921 at Clyde Quay and by 1923 was teaching at 
Worser Bay 
Alice C Tebbs was Pupil Teacher at Brooklyn in 1913 and 1914. Was at training college  
around 1915 and by 1917 was at Wadestown and from around 1921 to at least 1923 was at 
Clyde Quay was Taradale school in 1928 
Vera E R Beggs was an assistant at Maranui in 1917 and at Clyde Quay by 1921 and 
presumably was at training college in 1919 
Caroline A Barker only taught for Wellington Education Board around 1921 at Clyde Quay 
Edwin W Woodhouse only taught for Wellington Education Board around 1921 at Clyde 
Quay 
Gladys Oldfield was a pupil teacher at Worser Bay in 1919 and  at Clyde Quay in 1921 and 
was sole teacher at Mahupuka in Pelorus Sound in 1923 
Mavis G Wilkin was a probationer at Clyde Quay around 1921 only 
Eileen L Adams was a probationer at Clyde Quay around 1921 only 
Nancy L Foster was a probationer at Clyde Quay around 1921 only 
Zita M Pasche was a probationer at Clyde Quay around 1921 only 
[The above four could have taught later than  1923 as my records end at 1923] 
29th January 1920 Clyde Quay School h at present overcrowded, and no additional children 
can be admitted. The Education Board decided yesterday that in view of its inability' to obtain 



 
 

 
 

temporary premises, the headmaster of the Clyde Quay .School should bo instructed to restrict 
enrolment to the reasonable capacity of the existing buildings, and that the chairman and 
secretary should be authorised to arrange with the Department in relation to land and 
accommodation. The chairman of the board said that there were vacancies in neighbouring 
schools.  
18th February 1920 The unusual appearance of two largo marquees pitched on the girls' asphalt 
playground of the Clyde Quay School yesterday caused a Dominion reporter to Make some 
inquiries about the reason for "the tented field." He was informed that the erection of the tents 
was a temporary expedient to cope with the anticipated number of scholars that are likely to 
present themselves at the opening of the school to-morrow. The Clyde Quay School, as has 
already been pointed out in these columns, has been overcrowded for the past year or two, and 
the position is now so acute that extra room must be provided. The marquees, supplied by the  
Defence Department, are a provision for the inevitable, but in order to provide accommodation 
(again temporary) of a more solid character, it is understood that the Education Department has 
decided to provide a structure costing about .£IOOO, to be erected at the Clyde Quay end of 
the old Te Aro railway reserve. There are those who hold that if such an amount (or perhaps a 
little more) were spent on additions to the larger school itself, the benefit would be of a more 
permanent nature..  
The Clyde Quay School consists of a main school of eight class rooms and an infant school of 
four class rooms. In the main school, allowing each child a space of  ten square feet (an 
allowance by no means excessive) there is accommodation for 440 pupils. Allowing for 
probable withdrawals, and making no allowance for possible admissions, ,there are 560 
children, without the infant school, to occupy the rooms, which, as stated above, can hold 446. 
In the infant school there is accommodation for 208 children, but as there were already 190 
children on the roll, it will be seen that there is not much room available for the increased 
number of infant scholars that is very likely to be on hand tomorrow morning.  
The marquees referred to will hold about 40 children each, and in fine weather may serve the 
purpose intended fairly well, but it. is doubtful if they will afford the shelter children need in 
rough, cold, or wet weather. The two tents occupy the whole of the limited playground space 
for the girls on the southern side of the school, and this will have the effect of crowding the 
playing space on the northern side. 
21st February 1920 Women’s Christian Teachers Union: After considerable discussion - n the 
new building to be erected for the Clyde Quay School the following resolution was passed: —
“That this meeting of  the W.C.T.U. considers the proposal of the Wellington Education Board 
to erect temporary classrooms for the infant children of Clyde Quay School in still closer 
proximity to the morgue most objectionable for the following reason; A temporary building 
could not be made sufficiently comfortable for winter conditions in Wellington, and it is not 
desirable that children should have the idea of death under unhappy conditions continually 
before them.”  
21st February 1920 Women Protest:  AUXILIARY BUILDING SITE OBJECTED TO. A 
number of mothers and others interested in the welfare of the children attending the Clyde quay 
school are making a strong protest against the proposal to erect an overflow building on the 
vacant space adjoining the morgue. The Government recently allocated a sum of £I2OO for 
the construction of temporary accommodation on the site in question, and it is understood that 



 
 

 
 

while apt altogether approving of 'the position selected the headmaster of the school accepted 
it as the best available. 
The objections being raised to the site selected by the department are that it is, firstly, 
undesirable by reason of its proximity to the morgue and the city refuse destructor; secondly, 
since in a few months’ time it is understood the roadway opposite will ho used for the parking 
of tramcars under the City Council's scheme, and will therefore be a source of danger to the 
very young children who will be in attendance at the temporary quarters; and thirdly, the fact 
that a further source of danger may be provided when, as understood, the Oriental Bay cars are 
made to run past the section. It is suggested that before the work of erection of the temporary 
premises is commenced the Government will take these objections into consideration, and 
consider the advisability of choosing a site which, though not perhaps as conveniently handy 
to the main school, will be more in the interests of the children. Those —and there are many—
who are raising objections to the site draw attention to the fact that there are a number of church 
/school rooms in the vicinity which might well be used as auxiliary classrooms, notably in the 
Kent terrace district. They also suggest that negotiations might he made for the acquisition of 
two vacant sections in Elizabeth street upon which to erect the proposed temporary quarters. 
The present overflow accommodation in connection with the Clyde quay school consists of a 
large marquee which is said to be quite unsuitable. 
10th March 1920 Marquees as classrooms have been tried out at Clyde Quay School and found 
wanting. If perfect weather could be depended on the expedient that was employed to relieve 
the crowded classrooms would, have been quite successful, but it rains, and blows also, in 
Wellington. and then even a big marquee is not a very safe and comfortable habitation. There 
have been some unpleasant days lately, and Mr. W. Foster (headmaster) has been forced to 
admit that the tents do not answer very well. Two of his teachers, who conducted classes in the 
marquees, contracted violent colds, which kept them away, and the attendance of the children 
themselves was not so good after a few days of tent school life. Yesterday morning Mr. Foster 
was informed that the Congregational Schoolroom, in Lorne Street, was available as a 
temporary relief. This building is a fine, substantial one, with plenty of air space. and took the 
100 children of the Fourth Standard quite easily in the afternoon. The only proviso was that 
school desks were not to ]be used, but the' children were to use the ordinary forms. This almost 
pins the class down to oral lessons, as without desks little writing or figuring can be done. To 
get over this difficulty Mr. Foster secured a quantity of stout strawboard, which he had cut up 
into squares, so that the scholars could work away at arithmetic and take, notes on their knees. 
The playground problem for these children was not. a difficult The Kent: Terrace reserve in 
the vicinity was commandeered, the boys being instructed to play north of the Lorne Street 
intersection: and the girls south of it. which arrangement worked perfectly during the afternoon. 
The headmaster warned the scholars to take great care of the Sunday School property, and to 
remember that the Kent Terrace reserve was the property of the city, and not to be destroyed. 
18th March 1920 The Education Department has abandoned its intention of erecting a 
temporary  school on the railway reserve Clyde Quay as a relief to the overcrowd of Clyde 
Quay School. Land is being  acquired elsewhere in the district for the purpose indicated 
22nd March 1920 Cabled advice has been received to the effect that Miss .Jean Forsyth 
(daughter of Mr. Thomas Forsyth, chairman of the' Wellington. Education Board); has 
qualified for her B.A. degree. Miss Forsyth is on. the. teaching staff of the Clyde Quay. School 



 
 

 
 

24th March 1920 Visit of Prince of Wales planning included: Mr W. Foster, headmaster of 
the Clyde quay School, reported that a representative committee had been set up 'to carry out 
preliminary work in connection with the review of the school children, and that it had been 
estimated there would be about. 10,000 children on parade. The Junction would be probably 
held at the Parliament Buildings grounds, but this would not be definitely settled until the 
Government gave an assurance that the- grounds would be set aside exclusively for the 
children's inspection. He would recommend that a sum of £500 be set aside for the children's 
gathering. As far as provision for the children in the matter of refreshment was concerned the 
Education Department was making some arrangement.  
1st April 1920 Hie new Minister of Education, Mr. C. J. Parr, although he has not yet 'Been 
formally installed in office, has shown a great deal of practical interest in the condition of the 
schools-in the City of Wellington It seems to me." said Mr. Parr. "first the- city has so grown 
that several' of the schools are in the wrong place. Clyde Quay School, for instance, is in. the 
centre, or at least on the fringe, of a big. business' district. I think- it would' be good policy for 
the board' and. The  Department, in a few years, or -possibly in a shorter time, to make a sale 
of' this property in the main -''street and acquire other- more suitable land. 
22nd April 1920  Finality was reached at yesterday's meeting of Education Board with regard 
to the question of a new site for the Clyde Quay infants' School, when the executive 
recommended that the agreement with Mr. T. W. Young for the acquisition of his land on the 
northern side of Elizabeth Street, at the Brougham Street corner, be approved. According to 
the chairman of the board (Mr. T. Forsyth), the land was intended only for the infant 
department. Part of the area acquired had been taken by the board, and the building already on 
the site was being converted into classrooms. It was hoped to acquire later on an additional site 
opposite that which had been secured, in order that eventually the whole school might be 
transferred to the new site. The chairman thought it would be desirable to remove the present 
building, anil he had the support of the whole board in his opinion that the Elizabeth Street site 
should be the place for the full school. 
Mr. J. T. Clarke agreed with the chairman that the acquisition of a new site was a step in the 
right direction, and _he stressed the necessity of extending the site. To his mind, it would be a 
mistake to have one department of the school on one side of Elizabeth Street and the other on 
the opposite side. The chairman said it was hoped that the infants' department would be on one 
side of the road and the" main school on the other. There would be no connection between the 
two schools, and _ consequently there 'would be no traffic across the street between the two 
buildings. The recommendation of the executive was adopted. 
27th April 1920  The vexed question of the accommodation, or, rather, the lack of 
accommodation at the Clyde quay school, is referred to at some- length in the thirtieth annual 
report of the committee, which is to be presented to the annual meeting of householders. The 
efforts to obtain better facilities, efforts which for so long have been unsuccessful, are detailed. 
The report states: —''The accommodation of the school has been most severely taxed, a 
position which has given the headmaster grave cause -for serious thought. This matter was 
brought by him under the committee's notice, and sympathetic interest given to the problem. 
Wo have to record the fact that nine months ago a. plan was prepared by Mr Foster, whereby 
the needed accommodation could be provided in the present school ground without interfering 
with the playing areas of the school. This plan was submitted, by the committee to the 



 
 

 
 

Education Board's executive, but the project did not meet with the approval of the board, and 
things went from bad to worse, until after the assembly fm. the school after the 1919-1920 
Christmas and New Year holidays, a further request was urged upon the board for the required 
space; this, after futile efforts on the part of [the committee to procure accommodation in one 
or other of the public buildings in adjacent localities. "The board then advised the committee 
of its intention to erect temporary buildings on the Te Aro railway site, but this project was 
also turned down after a promise had been' given that marquee accommodation would be 
provided till the temporary buildings had been erected. The fate of .that proposition was similar 
to the others, and now, after several of the teachers have been laid up as the result of the 
conditions under which they had to work in the marquees, the board had managed, to induce 
the managers of the Congregational Church in Cambridge terrace to allow their Sunday School 
building to be used for  our overflow. 
"We are able to report that more favourable conditions are shortly to be provided, as the board 
has acquired under the Public Works Act, a level section in Elizabeth street, and intends to 
utilise the present Buildings for a temporary school, ponding the erection of up-to-date  sanitary 
school buildings in brick. Further negotiations we believe are pending, when the whole school 
will be in a much more satisfactory condition." 
7th May 1920 As souvenir of the visit of the Prince of Wales to Wellington, every child 
attending school hero is to receive a card, which doubtless will be greatly prized. The card has 
been designed by Mr. L. D. Foster, son of the headmaster- of the Clyde Quay School and is a 
creditable piece of work. In the centre is reproduced an excellent photograph of the Prince in 
military uniform, under which appears in facsimile his autograph, "Edward P." Flanking this 
are views of Parliament House, in the grounds, of which the children will  assemble to-day to 
see their future King, and the whole is surrounded by a border of typical New Zealand sketches 
and Native carving designs. Room is found also for two suitable verses by the designer of the 
card. Sixteen thousand copies of the card will be presented to the school children next week. 
8th May 1920 Report on Visit of HMS Renown included: At the children's demonstration in 
Parliament grounds yesterday, the manoeuvre by which the massed choir of little ones opened 
to right and-left down the stops .and made way for His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to 
enter Parliament House,, as  carefully rehearsed by Mr W. H. L. Foster, headmaster of Clyde 
quay school (the chief marshal). As the children, ranged to right and left respectively, faced in 
towards the centre, and stepped back a, couple of paces, it. was seen that ono or two little girls 
had left their coats on the steps. "Come on. girlies," said Mr Foster amid hearty laughter, "take 
your coats out of that Wo don't want any of your Sir Walter Raleigh tricks to-day." 
5th July 1920 n the Juvenile Court on Saturday morning the Truant Inspector under the 
Education Board (Mr. J. Laughton) proceeded against……..Mrs. M. Emerson was fined 5s. 
arid 7s. costs for not sending her eleven-year-old son to the Clyde Quay School. The mother 
said that the boy had been suffering from blood-poisoning and was not yet fit to attend school. 
The inspector said the boy had only passed the Third. Standard, and appeared' to be running 
wild about the streets 
22nd July 1920 Minister for Education in Parliament: Mr Parr said that a new site had already, 
been obtained for the Clyde Quay School, and plans re being prepared for the new school to be 
built upon the site. Ultimately the old school must be abandoned and a new main school erected 
on the new site. No doubt the Education Board would bring before the department, and he 



 
 

 
 

would 'bring before Cabinet in due course, the plans for the school. _ At the present moment 
plans were being prepared for the new infant school to relievo the pressure at Clyde Quay, and 
they would shortly be put before Cabinet. 
26th July 1920 A former pupil of the Clyde Quay School, Miss Maria Mabel Kreissig, has 
passed with honour at the Cogswell Polytechnical College, obtaining a special gold medal. 
Miss Kreissig. is entering the nursing profession and is with her parents in San Francisco'. She 
is, a daughter of Mr.. Richard, Kreissig, formerly, of Wellington, ,and a niece of Mr. Max. 
Kreissig, of Seatoun 
3rd August 1920 Mr. J. F. Munnings, an architect from India, who gave an address before the 
Educational Institute last evening, said he had not had a great deal of expedience 'with New 
Zealand schools. "'1 know Clyde Quay School well," said Mr. Munnings, "and I consider it a 
horror. I would not like any of my children to attend it!" 
20th August  1920 His Majesty's Theatre was well filled yesterday afternoon when a pro-
holiday concert was given by the scholars of the Clyde Quay School 'in aid of the sports fund. 
The programme submitted by the little ones was really first-class, reflecting credit on the 
training given them by Mr. E. Rishworth (vocal), and Miss Hunt (who presided at the piano). 
The scholars, in their best frocks and suits, made a pretty sight on the big stage and sang very 
prettily such choruses as "Let the World Go By." "Snuggles," "This Little Shell," "Mizzoura, 
and "Bubbles." Master Jack McGill, a sweet-voiced soprano, sang very attractively "Come 
Out" and " 'Tis Morning." A Spanish cachuca was nimbly danced by an octet of girls in 
costume, and the "Rag Doll" drill of a number of little girls was most amusingly executed. A 
quartet sang "The Beautiful Ohio, and Misses Moya Wilson, Phyllis Tanner, Olwyn Davis, and 
Hilda Blick figured respectively in the four' seasons, a dance interlude with a vocal 
accompaniment. Norman Sanders played on a home-made violin, and J. Joseph on a real one. 
The dialogues "A Cheer-up Visit" and "A Lesson in Honesty," were very amusing. "Shine, 
Shine, Moon" (Scott Gatiiy) was nicely sung in harmony by a choir of boys During the 
afternoon the chairman of the committee (Mr. Robert Scott) announced the object of the 
concert," viz., to purchase sports material for -the school, and thanked all concerned /for the 
distinct success which had been achieved. Mr. W. Fuller was also thanked for the use of the 
theatre It is understood that the sports fund will benefit to the extent  of £42 by the concert. 
21st October 1920 Wellington Education Board: In a long piece on sickness in schools Mr. 
Foster added that he had searched the records of Clyde Quay School for a number of years, and 
ho had failed to find anything approaching the continued- absence of children that prevailed 
this year. Mr. W T. Grundy: Are there_ any schools at all which provide exceptions? Mr. Foster 
replied that there were none in the Wellington district. 
19th October 1920  MOUNT COOK AND CLYDE QUAY SCHOOLS STATEMENT BY 
HON. C. J. PARR, ' Mr. G. Mitchell (Wellington South) last night inquired of the Minister of 
Education what was being done in regard to the rebuilding of the Clyde Quay, Mount Cook, 
and Newtown Schools. The Hon. C  J. Parr replied that the Education Department had secured 
a site for the erection of a new school at Clyde Quay and was making arrangements to proceed 
with the building on that site of a new block for  the infant school. It" could not go on with the 
work of replacing the whole of the present school nt once, but ultimately a block of buildings 
would 'be erected on the new sit" to replace altogether the buildings on the present site. 



 
 

 
 

27th October 1920 Sooner or later, the Clyde Quay School—now nearly 30 years of age —is 
to be done away with its successor to be erected on a new site, having frontages to Elizabeth 
and Brougham Streets, at present the property of Mr. T. W. Young, The school will then cease 
to be the Clyde Quay School and will be called the Wellington East School. It is assumed that 
the board- will sell the present site of the Clyde Quay School to help to pay for the new site, 
and the land will be available for business and residential purpose The disappearance o[ a big 
school like this, and the erection of buildings over its extensive playground space will effect a 
very material change in the aspect of the neighbourhood. 
29th November 1920  Lieutenant-Colonel A. B, Charters," one of the best-known of the school 
inspectors in the Wellington education district, is resigning his position in the Education 
Department m order to go on the land, north of Auckland. In view of his approaching departure 
from Wellington, and particularly on account of his old association with the Clyde, Quay 
School, where he was once a teacher, the staff of that school entertained him at afternoon "tea 
last week. Reference was made to the happy relations which had always existed between the  
headmasters and teachers, and the departing inspector.[Only taught at Clyde Quay in 1897] 
17th December 1920 EXCELLENT YEAK'S WORK." The breaking up ceremony in 
connection with the Clyde quay school took place by the courtesy of the management in the 
Paramount Theatre, Courtenay place, yesterday morning The downstairs portion was filled 
with a mass of excited but admirably behaved children, whilst the gallery accommodated some 
hundreds of parents.  
An excellent little concert programme was submitted; after which the chair was taken by Mr R 
Scott, chairman of the School Committee. In an interesting address be congratulated the school 
and staff on an excellent year's work in spite of adverse circumstances. .Mrs J. 'W, Anderson, 
wife of the Director of Education, then distributed four special prizes donated by herself to 
Kitty Beck, Maisie Dick, Julie Shannon am! Leslie Whinham. These prizes were given to the 
recipients for the excellence of their work in the corporate life of the school.  
The proceeding closed with the National Anthem and three cheers for the  King 
Both Prizes lists were too difficult to transcribe accurately 
1921  
17th March 1921 Wellington Education Board: resignation Miss C E Butcher Principal  
[Actually Probationer] (Clyde Quay) 
19th April  1921 “Another matter which might be touched on here,” says the report of* 
the Clyde quay school committee, “is the disastrous effect the grading scheme is having on our 
school. Teachers are being removed who have been giving great satisfaction because they are 
wanted elsewhere. Unfortunately there appears to be no help for this 
19th April 1921 The annual meeting of the Clyde quay school committee was presided over by 
Mr R. Scott. There was an attendance of about 30 householders. ANNUAL REPORT. The 
report of the committee was presented. It stated that the Elizabeth street building has not given, 
and, in its present state can never give, satisfaction as an educational structure. Two sets of 
plans have been prepared by the Education Board for the building on that site, but so far no 
satisfactory reply has been received in answer to the committee’s request that the building 
should be proceeded with. The committee maintains that a start should have been made with 
the erection of that building many months ago. The main buildings have not, of course, been 
so crowded, as was the case under the previous conditions, and the staff consequently has been 



 
 

 
 

better able to control the classes. The school has, unfortunately, lost the services of an excellent 
teacher in Mr A. D. East, through promotion, but Mr W. B. Brown has been promoted to fill 
the vacancy, and is doing good work. In sports the school has been fairly successful. _ Perhaps 
the highest honour it has attained in this has been the winning of the shield at the Public School 
Amateur Athletic Association championship meeting, when over 2000 scholars competed. For 
the Coltman Cup swimming race the girls’ team won. The boys' came second in the Duthie 
Cup, so long held by the school. Tennis, basketball,[ 9 aside netball] and football have also 
received due attention. The annual examination results must be considered very satisfactory, 
no fewer than 84 scholars having gained proficiency certificates, 7 endorsed competency, and 
13 competency certificates. The inspector’s report gives great credit to Mr Foster for the 
generally high state of efficiency of the school, and this receives greater force when it is. 
considered how many changes have taken place in the personnel of the staff during the year. 
There are now on the school roll 701 scholars, an average attendance of 661 being maintained.  
Addressing the meeting the chairman said the school was still in the forefront. He had had an 
assurance from the chairman of the Education Board that the Education Department had agreed 
to build four rooms of the new infant school in Elizabeth street. The plan was of a larger school, 
and the bigger premises might come later. As money was very tight they might have to be 
satisfied with it far the present. It was a half loaf, but that was better than no loaf at all.  
The chairman of the Education Board, Mr T Forsyth, explained that ; the four rooms had been 
accepted only, after serious consideration in conference with the Minister. The report was-
adopted.   
The treasurer (Mr J. Mitchell) presented a statement showing that there was a bank balance of 
£58 4s 5d at the present time, 'the finances of the committee were “in a comfortable position. 
SATISFACTORY PROGRESS. The headmaster (Mr William Foster), in the course of his 
report, said the year had been in one or two respects a memorable one. First of all came ; the 
visit of the Prince of Wales. The glorious evidence of loyalty which the children gave was a 
most wonderfully satisfying thing Another feature was the recurrence ~f illnesses. Never in the 
history of the school had the work of the year been so impeded by sickness of pupils and staff. 
The attendance for three quarters was most seriously affected, and this reacted on the work. 
From the end of February to the beginning of November the whole strength of the permanent 
staff was never present. Making allowances for the untoward conditions, the- work of the 
school had progressed satisfactorily. He believed that, taken as a whole, the children of the 
school were growing up with every evidence of becoming good citizens. Discipline and 
manners were excellent, and attention to work in most  cases good. Ae usual, games of all kinds 
had engaged the attention of the pupils. They had done well and were taught to play up and 
play the game. Mr Foster had got permission from the City Council for the use of the Basin 
Reserve for one and a half hours on fine Friday afternoons. The year had been somewhat 
remarkable for the number of changes in the staff. The method adopted of paying the position, 
and not the person was a cause contributing to frequent changes in staff. It seemed that nothing 
short of a colossal upheaval of nature would ever convince the education authorities that reform 
was badly needed. The grading scheme seemed theoretically sound, but in- practice, while 
teachers might have something to gain, the frequent changing from school to school was 
certainly opposed to the efficiency ,of the school.  



 
 

 
 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE. For the nine seats on the committee ten candidates stood. Their 
names and the number of votes they received were: —Messrs J. W. Fosette, 27; W. J Harland, 
27; T. Forsyth, 27; W. B. (Strong, 27; T. S. Reynolds, 27;, J. Mitchell, 27; R. Scott , 27; J. 
Kershaw, 27; L. R-. Partridge, 26: J. Domb, 1. The first-named nine were elected. Mr J. 
Kershaw moved the thanks of the householders to the headmaster, Mr Foster, who was 
described as one esteemed for his work at the school and in the city in the cause of education. 
Thanks were also accorded Mr T. Forsyth, chairman of the Education Board, for his work on 
the board. 
30th April 1921  notice,” stated the Minister for Education (the Hon. C. J. Par r) to a “Times” 
reporter yesterday, “that the Clyde quay school committee complained, in its. annual report, of 
what it called the disastrous effect that the grading of teachers is having on its school. Teachers, 
so it complained, have been removed, though they have given great satisfaction, because they 
are wanted elsewhere.”  
“This complaint,” remarked the Minister, ‘ ‘does more credit to the committee’s selfishness so 
far as its own school is concerned than to its common sense. Does the committee expect to 
retain all the good teachers in its school indefinitely? la an assistant at Clyde quay, who has 
made his mark and is entitled to be headmaster in another school, to be denied promotion 
merely because it may temporarily interfere with the convenience of the Clyde quay school? I 
hardly 'think the teaching service will have much sympathy with the protest of the Clyde quay 
school committee.” 
30th June 1921 The delay in the arrangements for the collection of funds for the erection of a 
permanent cenotaph was discussed by the executive of the Wellington Returned' Soldiers’ 
Association last night……….The Clyde quay schoolmaster had now offered to permit 
speakers from the association to address the scholars on the subject of Anzac Day, and he 
would suggest something in the way of an essay by the children, in ’order to encourage their 
interest in the project. The proposed contribution of' 2d per child per week, for a period of 
twelve weeks, would raise the necessary £2OOO. 
 6th December 1921 The Clyde Quay school committee, at its meeting last night donated £2. 
2s towards the Children’s Play Centre, which the National Council ,is organising at the Basin 
Reserve for the benefit of children who do not go away for. the Christmas holidays. 
20th December 1923 . CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. CERTIFICATES  GAINED. Proficiency 
Boys: Donald Arcus, Horace Ashenden, Gordon Pain, John Beck, Sydney Buckmaster, 
Howard Chapman, Eric Clark, William Clouston, Duncan Currie, Kenneth Duff, Raymond 
Edwards, Hush Fullarton. Robert Gibson, Stanley Grenfell, Ernest Hancock. Horace Harris, 
Douglas Hand, 'John Henderson, Edwin Hollands, Leslie Hollands, Reginald Hollands, Errol 
McCourtie, Kenneth. McDonald, William McNee , James Meale,’ Athol Middleton, Dennis 
Gilford Moore, Clifford Patrick, Kenneth Press, James Robertson, Vernon Rowe, Huia Russell, 
Kenneth Strong, Lionel Tanner. John Turley, Charles Track. Frederick Thomas, Vernon 
Thomas, Norman Watt, Leonard Whale, Alan White. 
 Girls: Eula Allen, Hazel Ashenden, Betty Baldwin, Phyllis Basire. Moira' Bird.- Grace 
Cameron, Mavis Claridge, Olwyn Davies, Ruby. Dryden, Cleo Fernandas, Linda Fittis, Jean 
Fullarton, Mai Hardwick, Joan King, Lucy Lang, Charlotte McDonald. Joyce Martin. Elsie 
Millman, Edna Norwood, Edna Parnell, Esther Plimmer, Phyllis Read, Catherine Robinson, 
Nora Sidford, Nancy Thomson, Molly Toms, Esther Tossman, Jean Illingworth.  



 
 

 
 

Endorsed Competency Boys: Alec Barr, Gordon Hawker, Colville Juries, Reginald Miles, 
Charles Robinson, Cyril Simpson. Girls : Arini Ashenden, Gertrude Hoddam „ Competency—
Boys: John Googan, Clifford Roberts. Girls: Elizabeth Delbridge. 

1922-1923	
1923 684 Clyde Quay Foster MA William H L B Head £520.00 

1923 684 Clyde Quay Fisher Horace R D Assistant £425.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Lea Sarah E B C Infant Mistress £353.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Barnes Florence J  Reliever £325.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Brown William B B Assistant £385.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Byers Mary H C Assistant £333.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Howden Ada L D Assistant £303.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Jones (Mrs) Sarah C D Assistant £275.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Godfrey Grace L D Assistant £235.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Allan Agnes C D Assistant £195.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Cranmer Carrie C Assistant £195.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Tebbs Alice C C Assistant £195.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Priestly Doris A C Assistant £185.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Barnett Eileen J C Assistant £185.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Grant Kathleen M C Assistant £185.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Darling Sylvia A C Assistant £185.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Prince Ngaire B  PT2 £78.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Thew Myrtle  PT2 £78.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Jones Norman J E   Probationer 1 £118.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Wilson Archibald M  Probationer 1 £88.00 
1923 684 Clyde Quay Robertson Mabel M  Probationer 2 £78.00 

No list of teachers in New Zealand Schools were published after 1923. 
Florence J Barnes is only listed as teaching in NZ as a reliever in 1923 at Clyde Quay 
Sarah C Jones (Mrs)  started teaching in 1915 under her married name at Mt Cook Boys’ in 
1915 until at least 1921 By 1923 she was at Clyde Quay 
Agnes C Allen only taught for the Wellington Education Board prior to 1924 at Clyde Quay 
around 1923 
Doris A  Priestly only taught for Wellington Education Board from around 1923  
Eileen J Barnett taught at Newtown in 1921 and was at Clyde Quay 1923 both as an assistant 
Kathleen M Grant taught at Karori in 1921 and by 1923 was at Clyde Quay always as an 
assistant 
Sylvia A Darling only taught at Clyde Quay around 1923 for the Wellington Education Board  
Ngaire B Prince only taught at Clyde Quay around 1923 for the Wellington Education as a 
pupil teacher 
Myrtle Thew only taught at Clyde Quay up to  1923 for the Wellington Education as a pupil 
teacher 
Norman J E Jones only taught at Clyde Quay up to  1923 for the Wellington Education as  a 
probationer 



 
 

 
 

Archibald M Wilson only taught at Clyde Quay up to  1923 for the Wellington Education as  
a probationer 1 
Mabel M Robertson only taught at Clyde Quay up to  1923 for the Wellington Education as  
a probationer 2 
14th March 1922  At' St. Mark's Church, Miss Jessie Trott, of the Education Department 
teaching staff, was married to Mr Liddell, engineer of the Paloona. The 'bride was gyven away 
by her father, Mr William Trott, of Nelson. Subsequently a reception was held at the residence 
of 'Hie bride’s aunt, Mrs Doyle, Lyall Bay, where a large number of’friends were entertained. 
The' presents included: one from the teaching staff of the Clyde quay school, where the bride 
had occupied the; position. ;of .teacher. Mr and Mrs Liddell left (by -the Paloona for Tasmania 
on the following day. 
18th March 1922  CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. BOYS. Hardie,„ Jack, 2700 yds; Wright, Jack. 
1900  yds; Fitch. Lewis, Jackson, Ralph, Crook, Bert, 1800 yds; Molliere, David, 1775 yds; 
Coogan, Jack. Watt. Lawrence, 1200 yds; McIvor, Bernard, Prince, Robert, Kenny, James, 
Lapworth, Owen, 1000 yds; Johnson, Jack, 900 yds; Watson, Ronald, Kenner, Clyo, Tyson, 
Bren, Hawker, Gordon,- Fitch,, Josiah, 700 yds; .Robertson. Ritchie, Holford, Stuart, 6OO yds; 
Terris, Gavin, Plimmer, Harry, Duncan, Norman, Pavitt, Leonard, Meech, Ronald, 500 yds; 
McNee, Thomas, 450 yds; Hura, Howard, Pearce, Alfred, Watson, Gerwyn, 400 yds; Cross, 
Aubrey, Johnstone, Reginald, McKay, Leonard, Radford, Kenneth, 300 yds; Baldwin, Horace, 
225 yds; Rowntree, Gilbert, 200 yds; Street, Arthur,' Hounslow, Bernard. Hamilton, Harry, 
McGrath, Roy, 1OO yds; Watt, Alison,- Stark, Sydney „ 50 yds. ' 
GIRLS. Lowe. Moira, Weaver, Ethel, 2650 yds; Helbro. Eva, McDonald; Winnie, Page, Amy, 
Huggins, Mildred, Devlin, Thelma, Hill. Vida. 1309 yds; Hill, Ngaire, 1200 yds; Owens, 
Florrie, 1000 yds; Trendle, Joyce, 750 yds; Burbidge, Jean, 600 yds; Brown, Nellie, Sachtler, 
Minnie, Jones* Olive, Miles, Eileen, 500 yds; Glaser, Janet, 400 yds; Prince, Inawa. 350; 
Brown, Maisie, Lonsdale, Phyllis, Luke, Trixie, Sidford, Joan. 800 yds; Robertson, Hazel, 
Anderson, Joan, Rowntree, Nancy, 200 yds; Dunnett, Jessie,, 150 yds; King, Betty, Harrington, 
Myrtle, 100 yds; Watson, Dorothy, 50 yds. 
16th April 1922 The annual meeting of householders of the Clyde quay school district was 
presided over by the chairman, of the committee. Mr Robert Scott. There was a very small 
attendance, interest in the meeting probably being affected by the fact that no election was 
required for the incoming committee, all the nominees having been formally declared 
appointed. Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows; Chairman, Mr Robert Scott 
(re-elected); secretary, Mr W. B. Strong (re-elected); treasurer, Mr James Mitchell (re-elected). 
* The resolutions forwarded by the School Committees’ Association for discussion were  both 
defeated. –  
ANNUAL REPORT. In presenting their annual report, which was adopted, the retiring 
committee recorded certain-regrets; though these were deep-seated, the report stated, the 
householders would recognise that the committee was entirely unable to overcome the matters 
referred to. The first of these was the entire failure of the committee to induce the Education 
Department to commence the erection of a new school for the infants in Elizabeth street. The 
disgraceful building,, which for two years had done duty for a school, still stood a monument 
of inaction to the department, a menace to the true development of the children, and an eyesore 
to the district. Promises bad been made that certain city schools were to be proceeded with —



 
 

 
 

among them, Clyde quay at Elizabeth street; but the go slow policy so evident in certain 
industrial quarters seemed to have affected the Education Department, though perhaps not 
altogether with .its consent. The hope was entertained that with the casing of the money market 
a more successful position would arise during the coming year. The parrot cry of financial 
stress being odious to the ears, the committee refrained from its use in excusing the guardians 
of educational interests institutions. In contrast to the Education Department, the interest of ex 
pupils in the affairs of the school was marked. Mr B. Arnold, junr., presented to the school for 
competition amongst the boys and girls two trophies—a silver watch and a silver purse, which 
had been competed for and awarded. The School had regained the coveted Duthie swimming 
cup and had again succeeded in holding the Coltman  Cup. The first : eleven have been 
successful in annexing the championship for school cricket, while a large number of the   were 
successful in the annual long distance swimming races. The tennis teams did well. S. 
Buckmaster being defeated in the final, whilst R. Miles and J. Turley went through to the semi-
finals in the doubles; and in the public school’s athletic function, the school was  successful in 
securing second place. The football first eleven were defeated only twice, finishing third .and 
two boys—H. Harris and J. Turlev—won places in the schools rep. team. The girls', baseball 
team also had a fair measure' of success. During the year a successful dental scheme was 
inaugurated in the school, and much good had accrued ,to the children. Further interesting 
activities in the school were lessons given on the value of recognising the King's birthday, and 
instructions that all children attending the school there to be taught to salute the flag. had been 
inaugurated in the school-for some months and had proved very successful. The annual 
examination results were of a very satisfactory character: 67 gained proficiency passes, six 
endorsed competency, and only four failed. The question of the war memorial to ex-scholars 
had been carefully considered, and, although not completed, had been in the hand of some of 
the prominent old boys, who, it was trusted, would have it completed ere long. The number of 
pupils on the roll was 727, and the average attendance was 683. ,  
4th July 1922 NEW INFANT DEPARTMENT. The Minister for Education (the Hon. C. J. 
Parr), accompanied by the chairman and the secretary of the Wellington Education Board and 
members of the school committee, visited the new school site in Elizabeth street yesterday. As 
a result of their consultation it is hoped that the new six-roomed infant school on the latest 
approved design will be commenced shortly. Plans were prepared two years ago, and it is now 
hoped that the financial difficulty which then prevented tenders being called will now be 
overcome. At the regular monthly meeting of the school committee last night, much 
gratification was expressed that the prospects for improved conditions in the school are now so 
much brighter. 
17th August 1922 CLYDE QUAY SCHOOL. The Minister for Education wrote suggesting the 
allocation of portion of .the rebuilding fund for the erection of the infant school. The chairman 
said the committee had met the previous evening to discuss the matter, and they recommended 
that the hoard should give £3OOO for the rebuilding fund, and that the department be asked to 
proceed with the work as one of urgency. He moved that this he done. This was carried 
unanimously. 
22nd September 1922 The Committee of the Clyde ,Quay School waited on the Minister of 
Education this morning; and asked that the proposed new infant school should have. five class-
rooms instead' of four. The Minister said that his officers recommended four rooms, and this 



 
 

 
 

would give 14.6 square feet per pupil, taking the main echool also into account. This, he said, 
was considerably better than at most places. The purchase of the site and the erection of the 
building would cost about £22,000. and it was impossible for him to ask the Minister of Finance 
lor more money for one school at the present time. If, however, the tenders were below the 
estimate he would consider whether he could recommend Cabinet to apply the balance for the 
benefit of the new school. 
21st October 1922 Trafalgar Day: At Clyde quay school, Messrs. A. S. Wiren and W. Perry 
visited the school as the representatives of the Navy League, and in, addressing (the pupils, 
stressed the value of Lord Jellicoe's tribute to the British Navy, and asked them to commit it to 
memory and live up to its meaning. School members of the league were presented with Lord 
Jellicoe's photograph, bearing His Excellency's message to the schoolboys. 
11th  December 1922 The following gained Proficiency Certificates at Clyde Quay School :— 
Boys.—F. Appleton, H. Baldwin, H. Bolt, E. Brown, L. Coad, C. Corneal, N Duncan, F. 
Easson, G. Faithful!!, J. Fitch, L. Fitch, N. Glover, J. Hardie, W. Hawker, J. Johnson, R. 
Johnstone, G. Joseph, ,C. Kite, O. Lapworth, N Little, R. Meech, E. Meyer, R. McGrath, J. 
McGuire, B. McIvor, T. McNee , T. Napier, M. Neal, W. Owens, A. Pearce, L. Radford, A. 
Robb, J. Sutherland, F. Tyson, L. Watt, K. White. 
Girls.—Winifred Adams, Norma Aitken, Winifred Badger, Gertrude Boddam, Jean Burbidge, 
Thelma Devlin, Jessie Dunnett, Dorothy Hawker, Eva Helbron, Vida Hill, Mildred Huggins, 
Linda Jones, Edna Judd, Lilian Kelly, Thelma Lawrence, lima Levy, Irene Little, Phyllis 
Lonsdale, Emily Martin, Winnie McDonald, Arna Monnie, Esma Paterson, Inawa Prince, 
Doris Thomas, Ethel Weaver, Irene Williams. Endorsed Competency Certificates.— Verona 
Nash, Gordon Hawker, John Luke.  
Competency Certificates.—Jessie Bett, Rita McCarthy, Gordon Glover, Horace Knopp, 
Ritchie Robertson.  
19th December 1922 The annual “breaking-up” ceremony of the Clyde quay school was held 
in the Paramount Theatre, which the management kindly lent for the occasion. Downstairs was 
thronged with healthy, happy children, -while “standing room only’’ was the case in the dress 
circle reserved for parents and other friends of the school. 
A delightful little programme was first put on. Popular songs and choruses by a choir some two 
hundred strong; two delightful items by the infant department, recitations and three very pretty 
dances were given with great vim and precision.  
Mr Robert Scott, chairman of the school committee, in presiding at the presentation of standard 
VI. proficiency certificates, congratulated the staff and pupils on  a very successful year’s work 
and wished them all a pleasant holiday and a happy New Year. . Mr Thomas Forsyth, chairman 
of the Education Board, in supplementing Mr Scott’s remarks, urged on those leaving the 
school and those still remaining in it, to learn lessons of regularity and industry, so that they 
might become good citizens, and be a credit not only to themselves and their parents, but to the 
old school of which they wore all so proud.  
Mr. William Foster, headmaster, in acknowledging the tribute of the two previous speakers, 
spoke feelingly of the loyalty and unity of his staff, of whose services he could not speak too 
highly. He acknowledged too, on their behalf, the whole-souled support, given the school by 
parents. The children were delightful companions, and it was a pleasure to be associated with 
them. Mr Scott then presented the proficiency certificates, the names of the winners of which 



 
 

 
 

have been previously published. The vociferous cheering that is such a feature of “breaking 
up” ceremonies, the world over, and the National Anthem, brought a very enjoyable function 
to a close 
 
January  1923 both  


