
Carterton 

Pre 1877 
16

th
 November 1860 Part of a long article in the Wellington Independent included There is a 

good school-house and attached cottage for the school mistress, Miss Anderson, and there 

can be no mistake but that this newly created village is a home of adoption to many of those 

who are there, they being fully sensible of the advantages that they there enjoy, such as they 

never could In England 

20th November 1860 Upon the following evening the settlers in Carterton held a meeting at 

the School House, Mr. Carter was in attendance. Between thirty and forty electors were 

present, and listened with great attention, and frequent cheers, to Mr. Carter's recital of the 

proceedings in the General Assembly, and several hours were thus interestingly 

occupied……… The usual vote of thanks having been given to the Chairman, and 'some 

school business having been disposed of, the meeting broke up. 

8
th

 February 1861 Part of another long letter re Carterton included The meeting then entered 

upon some school business, and while so engaged, the Governess of the school entered and 

informed the meeting verbally that if certain additional accommodation was not afforded, that 

she would leave the school at the end of the year. The Honorary Secretary informed the 

meeting that he had received two guineas from Messrs.. Smith and Revans, and that they had 

now some surplus funds. The subscription list was produced, and an .amount towards the 

chimneys was raised to £3 10.-.., which, with some expected assistance from the Provincial 

Government, leads the committee to expect that they will be able to provide the school and 

governess's dwelling with good chimnies (sic) against the next winter. 

10
th

 January 1862 In a long article on New Year’s Day the following was taken From fifty to 

sixty children were assembled on the lawn, whose sport and play was greatly enlivened  by 

repeated distributions of buns and sweetmeats. About .5 p.m., fifty one adults sat down to 

dine, after which nearly sixty children took their places at the table, and ! all did great justice 

to the best dinner that I have hitherto seen in the district. You will naturally enquire what 

became of the adults while the youngsters were masticating, and I have the satisfaction of 

informing you that the ladies were courteously taken in hand by Mrs.. Fairbrother, while Mr. 

Fairbrother conducted the gents into his drawing room, where a large table with a few writing 

materials, and numerous glasses and decanters, also sundry bottles of wine, ale, porter, &c, 

&c, had such an attractive effect that all the loyal and patriotic toasts were drank in rapid 

succession, not forgetting Mr. Fairbrother and the School committee, who were washed down 

"three times three," and Miss Anderson, the governess, (although absent) was highly 

complimented for the satisfactory manner in which the school is conducted, and  a vote of 

thanks to somebody having been washed down in another bumper, your humble servant 

returned to the  banqueting room, where four musicians, in excellent harmony, were playing a 

way to a dancing multitude, and when the music and dancing ceased, as it did at intervals, 

some good songs were sung, and each party seemed to try to make each other happy. 

Cordials, coffee, tea, and a variety of refreshments, where available during the whole night, 

and with such company and fare it was no wonder that the company did not break up before " 

daylight in the morning." And the festivities on this occasion are likely to be long 

remembered by the scholars of Carterton and their guests, and the healthy and respectable 

appearance of all the children present, with their merry countenances, could not fail being 

gratifying to all who saw them, and it speaks a voluminous fact, not only as to clime, but the 



progress of the district. Carterton is a village hewn out of the wilderness within the last four 

years, 

6
th

 November 1862 WANTED A GOVERNESS, (a single person preferred), to take charge 

of the Carterton School. Liberal wages will be given, to take possession on the 12th of 

February 1863. Address to Mr. Fairbrother of Carterton. Nov. 1, 1862 

13
th

 December 1862 WANTED A GOVERNESS for the Carterton School. Wages, £52 per 

annumn, with a small two roomed house adjoining the School, and one acre of ground 

Qualification required — reading, writing, arithmetic, and sewing, &c Applications to be 

made to MR R. FAIRBROTHER, Carterton . Wairarapa, Dec 10 

4
th

 August 1863 Eighteen schools have been established under the Act in question, which are 

supported partly by sums paid from the education .grant, and partly by the subscriptions of 

the settlers. In Carterton, Johnsonville, Greytown, the Hutt, Masterton, and Matarawa, there 

are schools of this kind, while on the West Coast, Rangitikei, Turakina, and Wanganui are 

similarly provided. 

14
th

 February 1865 Carterton School District established Now, therefore I, the said Isaac Earl 

Featherston, Superintendent of the Province of Wellington, in virtue of the power and 

authority vested id me in this behalf, do hereby proclaim and declare that such portion of the 

said Province as is comprised within the township of Carterton, and delineated hereon, shall 

form and constitute a district for the purposes of the said Act, to be called the ' " Carterton 

School District," And also that the said Act shall come into operation within such District on 

and from the day of the date of this Proclamation. Given under my hand and issued  under the 

Public Seal of the. Province of Wellington, at Wellington, this Eighth day of February, 1865 

I. E. Featherston, Superintendent. 

15
th

 March 1865 PROVINCIAL  Government Gazette, published on Saturday last, …….and 

the election of Mr. William Cadwallader as collector to the Carterton Common School. 

22
nd

 July 1865 Inspector reported on schools in Wellington Education Board  

Carterton was one of 19 listed. No report on Carterton  as far North as Wanganui and no 

school in Wellington  

4
th

 October 1866 The Provincial Government Gazette, dated September 29, announces that 

on March 31 last Mr. Fairbrother was duly , elected as Collector of the School Rates  

Carterton District 

5
th

 August 1867 Report on Education in the Wairarapa included Carterton.—A mixed school, 

under a mistress ; buildings too small, neither lined nor painted, without desks or apparatus ; 

no wall maps ; the teacher is badly paid and the weekly fee too small—the district 

proportionately careless about education ; teacher holds certificate of merit, class 3, grade 8., 

is active and painstaking ; progress under the circumstances satisfactory ; order and discipline 

good; method fair; registers fairly kept; time table no in use. 

We also learn from the report from which the above statement is extracted that the salaries of 

the school teachers last year at the schools referred to were as follows;—At Featherston 

£100{; Tauherenikau £120; Greytown £140; Morrison’s Bush £80 Carterton £80; East 

Masterton £90; and West Masterton £70. Greytown furnishes by far the largest number of 

scholars, and East Masterton has the worst school teacher ; but how good teachers can be 

expected at such salaries is beyond our comprehension. 

30
th

 December 1867 CARTERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT. A MEETING will be held in the 

Schoolhouse Carterton, on MONDAY, the sixth January, 1868, for the purpose of electing a 



Committee, and levying a rate for the year 1868, and to transact other business connected 

with the district. Carterton 

6
th

 January 1868 Carterton School. — A meeting of the Carterton settlers is to be held on 

Monday evening next, at the School-house, when business of importance will be discussed. 

13
th

 January 1868 Carterton School. A meeting was held at the School-house Carterton on the 

evening of Monday last, the 6th January and notwithstanding the exceedingly unpleasant 

state of the weather was fairly attended. Mr. Parker, the chairman opened the meeting arid 

explained the reasons for which they had been called together, after which he called upon the 

Treasurer to read over the accounts of the school for the last year. Mr. Fairbrother then 

produced the book, and read the balance sheet which showed that the school was in debt. The 

reason why the amount of £11 0d was still owing to the teacher was that his salary had last 

year been raised from £52 to 80 a year. This had been done on the understanding that the 

school district was to be enlarged ; it was found however that this could not be done without 

getting a special act passed in the Provincial Council for the purpose of empowering the 

Superintendent to enlarge the district, Mr. Fairbrother then continued: —This has been done, 

and we are new, I trust, in a position to go on with the improvement of the school and to 

increase the benefits of education to the children of our settlers. For the information of new 

comers I may state that our school came into existence, I might almost say, at the birth of the 

township of Carterton, and although in a humble way it has been daily spreading the seeds of 

knowledge; it has never been closed except on the usual holidays and only once in the course 

of eight years have the teachers been changed. Gentlemen, the time for serving of the past 

Committee has lapsed with the old year; it rests with yon to elect a fresh one for the year 

1868, and it will also be your duty at this meeting to levy a rate to meet the necessary 

requirements and also to appoint a collector. Tenders have been called for the latter office 

which will be laid before you. 

Mr. Parker was unanimously re-elected chairman, and Mr. Fairbrother was again called on to 

fill the office of Treasurer. The following gentlemen were then appointed as a school 

committee: —Messrs.. J. Moore, T. Bennett, A. Bennett, W. Vickerstaff  M. M. Morris and J. 

Peters. It was proposed and carried that on each house in . the district a school rate of £l be 

levied. The tenders for the collectorship were then opened, and Mr. A. Bennett’s tender to 

collect at 61- per cent commission accepted. The tender of Mr. D. Sullivan at 71 was 

declined. It was next proposed that two trustees he appointed to act with His Honor the 

Superintendent in deciding on the site for a school, and Messrs.. R. Fairbrother and T. Moore 

were appointed. This concluded the business of the school meeting.  

Carterton Public Hall. • Before the meeting separated Mr. Fairbrother said that he would avail 

himself of the opportunity when they were already collected together to bring under their 

notice the desirability of selecting a site and raising funds for the erection of a Public Hall for 

the use of the inhabitants of Carterton and the surrounding districts. He also urged the 

necessity of the early formation of a library. After a short discussion it was proposed and 

carried that Mr. C. R. Carter he requested to retain a site for the building out of the acre on 

which the school-house now stands: 

11
th

 April 1868 CARTERTON. settlers residing within the-Carterton School District are 

requested to attend a Meeting at the School-house, Carterton, on Monday evening next, the 

6th April, at 7 o’clock, to take into consideration the advisability of taking steps with respect 

the township enlarged 

30
th

 May 1868 Alteration of Boundaries of the Carterton School District. PROCLAMATION. 

By His Honor Isaac Earl Featherston, Esquire, Superintendent of the Province of Wellington, 

in the Islands of New Zealand. WHEREAS by a certain Proclamation by His Honor Isaac 

Earl Featherston, as such Superintendent as aforesaid, dated the eighth day of February, one 

thousand eight hundred and sixty-live, a certain portion of the District of the Wairarapa, in 



the Province of Wellington, was declared to be a School District under the name of the 

Carterton School District, and under the provisions of an Act of the Provincial Council, 

Session 11 , No. 0, and whereas it is expedient to alter the boundaries of the said School 

District in manner hereinafter mentioned. Now therefore I, Isaac Earl Featherston, 

Superintendent of the Province of Wellington, in virtue of the power and authority vested in 

me in this behalf, do hereby proclaim and declare that such portion of the said Province as is 

comprised within the following boundaries shall form a District for the purposes of the said 

Act, to be called the Carterton School District, and that the said Act shall come into operation 

in the said District on the day of the date hereof. 

1
st
 January 1869 NOTICE. MEETING of the Ratepayers of the School District, Carterton, 

will be held on Thursday, 31st December, at 4 p.m., in the School-house, Carterton, for the 

purpose of considering how the School is to be conducted during the ensuing year. R. 

FAIRBROTHER. Chairman School Committee. Dec. 24, 1868 (Dates are correct as in 

Papers Past) 

9
th

 April 1869 At the Carterton School Annual Meeting for the purpose of levying a rate, 

which was held on the 3rd January last, a rate of 10s. per house was proposed and carried, 

and as the Collector had failed to collect the whole of the rate for the year then ended to the 

amount to about £25, the old Committee was requested to hold office for a further period, and 

were elected accordingly. The Collector promised the public meeting to do his best to collect 

the money. Although the old Committee accepted office for a time, to try and carry on the 

school, they felt it their duty (taking into consideration that the 

Government had stopped their moiety, and that the collector had neglected his duty in 

collecting the rate), to acquaint the teacher of the facts of the case, and give her three months’ 

notice to close the school, she was also told she might only consider it as a precautionary step 

on the part of the committee, in case the funds should not be forthcoming to carry on the 

school. At the end of the quarter the Committee met, and found that the Collector bad not 

carried out his promise that he would collect the balance of rate due for 1869, and it also 

appeared to the Committee, that he, the Collector, had failed to pay to the Treasurer a portion 

of the money he had collected, and the Committee thereupon requested the Treasurer to take 

legal proceedings against him to recover the same, and that as no prospect appeared that the 

Government would give any aid, and that there was £26 17s Id., due to the teacher from the 

Committee, a resolution was then proposed and carried, that it would be advisable to close 

the school for a time to enable the Committee to clear up the accounts, after which they 

intended to call a general meeting of the settlers in the district and leave the matter with them. 

At the annual meeting, Mr. Hammond was elected as collector, out he having resigned, 11. 

Fairbrother has been appointed in his stead. The closing of this school has deprived about 

forty children of the privilege of being enabled to attend school. The Carterton school was 

built some nine years since by voluntary contributions, assisted by a moiety from the 

Government. During that period, with the exception of holidays, the school 'has never been 

closed for one day, and has only changed teachers once. For the first five or six years, the 

school was carried on by voluntary contributions, but since then it has been maintained by a 

rate of £ L per house, until this year, when it was reduced to 10s. The closing of the school is 

not attributed to the reduction of the rate, as all people who send children to school still have 

to pay the £l, and a number (to their credit), who have no children, still pay the same, and 

have done so since the school started. There are some ratepayers who advocate that a master 

should be engaged, and a general meeting will be called shortly, when they will have a good 

opportunity of expressing their views before the public. 

11
th

 May 1869 One of the schools at Masterton, the one at Carterton, and the Moroa School, 

Morrison's Bush, which have been for some time closed, owing to the withdrawal of the 

Government, grant, will, it is understood,, be shortly re-opened. The School Committees of 



this district are dissatisfied at the manner the grant for education, voted by the Council is 

being administered by the Provincial Executive. 

7
th

 May 1869 Carterton School.— We are glad to notice that this school has been re-opened, 

the Provincial Government having, promised to support it with a grant in aid of £6 5s. for the 

quarter 

13
th

 May 1869  The following Circular has been forwarded to us for publication : 

 Education Office, Wellington, April 16,1869. Gentlemen, —I am instructed by the 

Provincial Government, to inform you that a Grant in Aid of Masters salary, at the rate of £25 

per annum, will be made to your school district for the present quarter of the financial year ; 

and that the sum of £6 5s. will accordingly be payable June 30, provided not less than £12 

10s. has also been raised within the district during the quarter. The Government hope to be 

able to continue, and possibly to increase the grant in the subsequent quarters, but, do not 

give any pledge to that effect. I am, gentlemen, Your’s  faithfully, Thomas A. Bowden. To 

the School Committee Carterton, Wairarapa 

22
nd

 December 1869 The Annual Meeting of the ratepayers of the Carterton School District 

will ho held in the School-house, Carterton, on Monday, 10th January, 1870, at 7 p.m. 

Business; —To receive report of the Committee and Balance Sheet, and other business in 

accordance with the Education Act of the Province. R. FAIRBROTHER, Chairman. 

Carterton, 

15
th

 January 1870 CARTERTON SCHOOL. 

At a meeting held in the Carterton School-room on Monday evening last, Mr. Anderson in 

the chair, after the balance sheet had been read by the auditor, Mr. Parker addressed the 

meeting at considerable length, detailing his experiences as Chairman of the Carterton School 

Committee for the last three years. Mr. Fairbrother moved and Mr., Callister seconded, “ That 

this meeting do elect a committee to carry on the school for the present year.” The motion 

was lost by a large majority, only six hands being held up in favor of it, out of an estimated 

audience of over sixty. A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the meeting, which was 

very orderly in its proceedings. Another meeting Was then held, to take into consideration the 

principle of supporting the school by voluntary contributions, Air. Anderson again occupying 

the chair. 

Mr. Fairbrother moved and Mr. Parker seconded, “ That the governors be offered the free use 

of the schoolhouse until a school committee be elected.” Carried nem. con. On motion of Mr. 

Fairbrother the meeting adjourned till seven o’clock pm. Thursday, 10th February next. This 

was done to enable the schoolmistress to see in the meantime whether she could manage to 

keep the school on by means of voluntary contributions and educational fees, 

27
th

 April 1870 In a long article about education in Greytown the following statement was 

included Our readers will remember that at the annual school meeting held in Grey town, in 

August last, a unanimous resolution was passed by a very largo meeting, to the effect that as 

other schools in the  town were supported without levying a rate, there was no necessity for 

levying any to keep the Government School, which had so many advantages in the shape of 

Government aid, the  use of buildings, books, maps, &c. Some three months after the Council 

passed an Act authorising the levying of a compulsory rate of £1 per house in each 

proclaimed district 

and we understand, the School Committee purpose enforcing this rate. One of the residents 

has been selected as an example, and Mr. Buckley has been engaged to defend the case, 

which will be tried before Mr. Warded, at Featherston, on the 3rd proximo. We cannot refrain 

from regretting that the committee have thought fit —in the  face of public opinion, so 

unanimously expressed—to attempt the enforcement of  such measures. The consequences 

will be seen in the future by there being no Government School whatever in Greytown, the 

same as is now the case in Carterton and Featherston. 



28
th

 May 1870 School Masters.—As an instance of a school master doing his work 

satisfactorily, without bemeaning himself by asking for “charitable contributions” from his 

neighbours, we may mention Mr. E. Feist, who has a school on the Taratahi Plain, which is 

well attended, and very highly spoken of by the inhabitants 

10
th

 May 1871 In an article about Wairarapa Schools there was no mention of Carterton 

School. 

Schools mentioned Greytown East Masterton, Tauherenikau (Without a teacher or pupils) 

and Kaiwaiwai School spoken of as being excellent 

17
th

 December 1872 Provincial Council decides to advertise for a teacher at Carterton School 

1
st
 February 1873 We understand that a gentleman has been appointed to the Featherston 

School and will take charge of it on Monday week. Another has, we also learn, been 

appointed to the Carterton School 

15
th

 January 1873 Editorial Notes included At Carterton there has been a small school in 

existence for a long lime, under the charge of a mistress ; but as there are more than 100 

children that require schooling, neither the present school house nor school teacher are at all 

adequate for the purpose 

4
th

 February 1873 Provincial Secretary reports that the Carterton School is closed and of the 

900 children in the Wairarapa only 100 went to school 

13
th

 February 1873 TO THE EDITOR OF THE INDEPENDENT, 

Sir, — In your issue of the 10th instant your Wairarapa correspondent states that the 

Carterton school-house has been repaired. Such is not the case ; the well has been cleaned 

out, a new cover put to it, and a few desks shifted into the Town Hall, in which the school is 

being conducted at present, the school-house being too small to accommodate the scholars — 

seventy-six in number. An able schoolmaster has been placed here, and the services of the 

late school-mistress has been retained to assist. Therefore the children of this township have 

now every chance to get educated if their parents do their duty, and see that they attend 

regularly. The Education Act is likely to be a great boon to Carterton. I wish I could say the 

same of the Highway Act. — I am, &c, A. B. C. Carterton, 12th February. 

 

22
nd

 March 1873 Mr. Marriott gave an entertainment here on Tuesday evening for the benefit 

of the Carterton school children. I need hardly say that his kindness and abilities were very 

much appreciated by Carterton inhabitants. The amount realized was £2 3s 6d, and I am sure 

double that amount; would have been received if due notice could have been given. I may 

here mention that our school is progressing very well under the management of Mr. A. 

Armstrong and. Mrs. Jones; the number on the book is 103 with an attendance daily of over 

90 but although the Board has the use of the Hall there is not enough accommodation for so 

many children. A good school; house is absolutely necessary, and it is to be hoped the Board 

will look to it as soon as possible. 

31
st
 May 1873 Carterton School. —We are glad to learn that this school is progressing in an 

extremely satisfactory manner under the management of Mr. Armstrong. There are, we 

believe, some 110 children on the books, with an average attendance of from 80 to 90 daily. 

The progress of the children attending the school is, we are assured, all that can be desired. 

There is no doubt that Carterton is far better off under the present Education Board than it has 

ever been heretofore as far as the education of the settlers’ children is concerned. 

18
th

 June 1873 Carterton School.— The Education Board have requested the Carterton 

settlers to enlarge the Hall, which has for some lime been used for school purposes. The 



Carterton settlers are willing if necessary to assist the Education Board in this matter, but 

would prefer a separate building being erected. 

19
th

 July 1873 Education Board. —An adjourned meeting was held on Monday last. Present: 

Messrs. Brandon, Waterhouse, Toomath, and Graham. It was agreed to increase the salaries 

of the master and mistress of the Carterton School, contingent on their passing an 

examination of the Board. It was  also arranged to give the Tauherenikau a teacher. The 

Secretary was instructed to forward a circular to teachers warning them not to direct or 

instigate articles in newspapers in a spirit hostile to the Board, “Nil nisi bonum ,” we 

presume, will be the sum of the instructions thus issued. The Board appear to have a decided 

antipathy to the press. The members of it would strengthen their position if, like other public 

bodies, they took quietly their share of both praise and blame 

15
th

 October 1873 A letter from Mr. Fairbrother, stating that the trustees of the Carterton 

school declined conveying the same to the Board prior to consulting Mr. Carter, now in 

England, was read, when the Board expressed an opinion that they would not be justified in 

incurring the expenditure for the erection of a new schoolhouse until the deed of conveyance 

to the Board was completed. A letter from Mr. Fairbrother, stating that the trustees of the 

Carterton school declined conveying the same to the Board prior to consulting Mr. Carter, 

now in England, was read, when the Board expressed an opinion that they would not be 

justified in incurring the expenditure for the erection of a new schoolhouse until the deed of 

conveyance to the Board was completed. 

25
th

 October 1873 The Wellington Education Board have this month advertised for an 

Inspector. Arrangements have been made for erecting .new school buildings at Masterton. 

Taratahi, and Greytown. At Carterton there is a delay in handing over  the school building the 

Board which will prevent a new building being at once proceeded with.  

18
th

 February 1874 Instructions were given to proceed as rapidly as possible with the erection 

of schoolhouses at Carterton, East Masterton  (Masterton Central)….. 

16
th

 May 1874 Applications from the Carterton and Greytown School Committees were 

received, asking that stoves might; be supplied for the use of the temporary Schoolroom, until 

the permanent school-rooms could be built. The applications were postponed ' until inquiry 

could be made 

30
th

 May 1874 The Hall meeting ; during the week, and, in-accordance resolutions then 

passed, intend spending the balance in hand in making the Hall comfortable. The ceiling will 

be. match-lined, also the walls 4ft 6in from the floor, above the match-lining the walls will be 

rough-lined, scrimmed, and papered.: and when this is done our Town Hall will be a Credit to 

Carterton. As the building is at present rented by the Education Board, the Committee 

purpose (sic) taking advantage of the approaching mid-winter holidays to carry out their 

improvements There is no doubt that when finished the Hall will prove a greater source of 

revenue than hitherto, and the youngsters attending the school will fully appreciate the 

change. 

21
st
 October 1874 Board of Education meeting A letter was read from Mr. Hinton, of 

Carterton, complaining- that his children had been cruelly flogged by the teacher (Mr. 

Armstrong). The Inspector was directed to inquire into the matter. 

28
th

 October 1874 It would be still mere satisfactory if the Board had also agreed upon 

building a schoolhouse at Masterton and Carterton, which have both been a long time 

promised, and which would bare been erected long before this if a portion of the amount 

advanced by the Provincial Government bad been devoted to this purpose instead of being 



expended in other districts which have apparently greater influence with the Board, or at least 

with those members of it who are regularly in attendance at its sittings 

11
th

 November 1874 The Inspect r held his half-yearly examination of the Carterton  school 

on Saturday last. I, don’t speak authoritatively, but rumor says the youngsters acquitted 

themselves creditably. Only two passed Standard III. Millie Moore, and Emma Hart receiving 

certificates accordingly. Master Moore’s (12 years of age,) examination' was exceptionally 

good, he having obtained a great many more marks than were necessary to entitle him to his 

paper. Mr. Lee had some other business to do here. It appears that one of our settlers  has 

found it necessary to report the schoolmaster (Mr. A. Armstrong), at headquarters, for being 

too free with the stick ; and the board requested Mr. Lee to inquire into the matter. I believe 

two, if not three charges were preferred. I don’t know if the Inspector has delivered 

judgement, or express d any opinion on the matter ; it is quite probable he has not, and that 

we will have to wait for his report to be brought before the Board before knowing the result 

of his investigation. This is not the first time I have heard complaints about the weight of our 

schoolmaster’s hand, in fact it is quite old news to me; but recognizing that the parents held a 

remedy in their own hands, I declined to mention the circumstance to you, preferring to wait 

until somebody moved the board in the matter and made it public property. That the 

schoolmaster has been somewhat arbitrary and laid it on “ hot ” to some of the youngsters I 

have not the slightest doubt. Without attempting to justify a too frequent recourse to the cane 

as a stimulant. I would urge parents to remember that outsiders are often unaware of the 

provocation a schoolmaster receives, and that it is not always wise to accept the separate 

statement of a child who may be at the time smarting from the effects of what may have been 

a well merited caning. If, as I apprehend, the outcome of this enquiry will be  a caution to the 

master to be more lenient with the scholars, it is to be hoped the complainants will be 

satisfied, for there can be no two opinions as to his doing his utmost to make his pupils learn. 

In the Inspectors last report Carterton school was among the first, and this year, report leads 

me to expect an equally favorable position for our youngsters. Parents should not forget this, 

and that a severe master is always preferable to one who is too easy. Of course they want the 

“ happy medium,” and I’m just a little afraid they will -continue to want. 

One good result of this investigation will be, that schoolmasters will learn that although they 

are appointed by a board sitting at Wellington, they are not independent of, and cannot afford 

to altogether ignore the wish of the parents whose children they are paid to teach. That 

although the children are sent to school to be taught, and to be entirely under the 

schoolmaster’s command, there is a limit to the amount of punishment they are allowed to 

inflict; beyond which they will find it dangerous to go. 

7
th

 December 1874 Plans, &c, for the Greytown, Foxton, Carterton, and Wharekaka schools, 

were received, and referred to a committee 

12
th

 December 1874 Carterton.- -As the old school, though a good sound building, is much 

too small for the numbers school is held in the Town Hall closely An extension is wanted by 

a room in front of the old building, by which the old part would form a wing at the north end 

of the new. The new room should be 90 feet by 35 feet at least, to give space for three blocks 

of desks 9 feet long ; the old part would afford space for two other blocks 9 feet long—

seating in all about 100 children, or 120 if necessary, by adding more desks or forms. The 

discipline is good and the results satisfactory. Arithmetic is well taught. The playground 

should be cleared. 

Carterton: Mr. Armstrong  

Number on books Boys 47 Girls 39 

Present at Examination  46, 34 

Passed Standard 1  21   

Passed Standard 2  21   



Passed Standard 3   9     

Average Age 9 10 

William Moore aged 11 6 Passed Standard 3 with 135 Marks  36 out of 36 boys who passed 

Emma Hart aged 15 passed with 120 marks 9 out of 9 girls in the Wellington Board schools 

18
th

 February 1875 EDUCATION RESERVES. Mr. Ewen, of Carterton, made an offer by _ 

letter to the Board to lease for a period of twenty-one years the education reserve in the 

neighborhood of Carterton. He was willing to pay a sum of £ls yearly, and to effect 

considerable improvement on the reserve. The Board were of opinion that the period 

specified by Mr. Ewen was too extended. It was willing to lease the land for fourteen years at 

£20 per annum, and the Secretary was instructed to reply to that effect. 

29
th

 April 1875 CARTERTON. It was agreed that the necessary alterations to the teacher’s 

residence at Carterton, as approved by the local committee, be confirmed by the Board. , 

19
th

 June 1875 Mr. Robert Lee Inspector reported on the various schools and included The 

Carterton people have agreed to sink their little differences as to the site for the proposed 

school, though some little difficulty is still apprehended in the case of the Woodside school 

What Woodside school? 

30
th

 September 1875 The vaccination officer of the district will attend at the following places 

on the following dates for the purpose of public, vaccination, as prescribed by law . Carterton 

school house, October 2. Greytown Court House, October 4. Featherston Court House 

October 18. Masterton Court House, October 20. 

4
th

 December 1875 A meeting of ratepayers and parents of children attending the Carterton 

school was held at the Carterton school house for the purpose of electing a local school 

committee, on Tuesday, November 20, Mr. B. Fairbrother in the chair, when the following 

were elected, viz., Messrs. E. L. Wakelin, B. B. Armstrong, H, Callister, B. Fairbrother, and 

T. Moore At a meeting of the committee held afterwards Mr. Fairbrother was elected 

chairman 

10
th

 August 1876 Emily Peters First Year Pupil Teachers Exam finished 6
th

 Aged 13 years 

17
th

 August 1876 We understand that Salmon Burns & Co offered two suitable volumes as 

prizes to be competed for at the Taratahi School. This offer was briefly declined by the 

master in charge. Mr. Armstrong on behalf of the Carterton School accepted with many 

thanks, a similar offer, and we have no doubt that the master of the Greytown School, to 

whom a similar proposal is at out to be made, will follow Mr. Armstrong's example. It is well 

for local schools, to take advantage of any interest displayed in the progress of pupils by the 

public, and we trust that  the example set by Salmon Burns & Co. will be followed by others. 

8
th

 February 1887 Inspector Lee’s report It will be seen that the state of education throughout 

the Featherston Education district is satisfactory. And the same may be said of the Masterton 

district with the single exception of the Carterton school, where the discipline has been too 

coercive…… 

The condition of Clareville  and Carterton schools has largely affected the results this year…. 

Carterton School has fallen off very much in numbers and efficiency. The falling off in 

numbers from 118 to 88, is wholly attributable to the inefficient teaching. The master has 

failed to take warning by my last year’s report, and has continued a forcing system. The 

reading was a wretched mumble  the arithmetic broke down completely in back work; and the 

copy-book writing was too difficult. It is a most unsatisfactory school. The discipline is too 

coercive, and the management defective. ,17 children are classed as unsatisfactory 



1
st
 March 1877 Mr. Armstrong's complaint about Mr. Lee's report on the Carterton school 

was then read. It was not an important one. having reference chiefly to the phrase " very 

unsatisfactory," which had been applied to the school. He did not think that his school was 

any more deserving of having these words applied to it than many others. Mr. Webb said the 

school was unsatisfactory, compared with other schools under the Board. The attendance had 

fallen off during the past twelve months 

2
nd

 March 1877 Mr. Armstrong, of Carterton, wrote : “ Carterton, February 26. 

“Dear Sir, —I shall feel much obliged by your bringing under the notice of the Board the 

Inspector’s report on the state of the Carterton school. To enable you to do so, I shall explain 

to you as briefly as possible, and at the same time say that I think the Inspector’s remarks are 

rather severe : 

“1. The Inspector is hardly justified in stating that the decrease is owing to insufficient 

teaching. I do not know of a single instance where children were withdrawn from the school 

through the teaching. There are other causes which tend to give excuses to parents or children 

to move from one school to another, other than through the teaching, and which are often 

very difficult to explain. “ 

2. lam not aware of a forcing system being carried on in this school ; nor do I think the 

Inspector has any grounds for his assertion other than that Standard II. failed in arithmetic. 

“3. The Reading, &c.—It would appear from the report that the reading of the whole school 

was very bad, yet in his remarks which he wrote in the log-book he only referred to Standard 

I. candidates, and said : 1 Standard I. readers mumbled very much, and the reading was often 

inaudible.’ The number of marks given by him for reading in the different Standards hardly 

support the ‘ wretched mumble’ &o. The Standard 11. candidates only failed in arithmetic, 

yet from the report you would conclude the whole school failed. The copybooks used are 

those sanctioned by the Board, viz., Philips' New Zealand Series, Nos. 1 to 12. Although the 

copybooks are difficult the writing is very fair.  

“ 4. ‘Most Unsatisfactory School.’—ln looking through the report I see that other schools are 

weak in Standard 11., as well as this one, and their percentage is much lower, yet they are not 

classed as ‘ most unsatisfactory.’ Last year fourteen new passes were made in Standard 11., 

and as a rule you cannot have good passes every year. I think the Inspector himself admits 

this. 

“5. Discipline and Management, &c.—l can only say that during the four years I have been in 

charge of this school I have invariably pursued the same course of management ; I will only 

add Mr. Lee’s own remarks, which he made in the log-book in May last, at the time of his 

surprise visit. He says : ‘I find the school tidy, in satisfactory working order, and well 

disciplined,’ and ‘ the time-table is suitable.’ 

“6. The Unsatisfactory Pupils. They are principally due to irregular attendance, abilities 

below the average, and other causes, for which a teacher can hardly he held responsible. “The 

marks given to the several successful candidates in the different Standards will enable the 

Board to form a tolerably correct idea of the state of the school The percentages, which are 

about the average, and the results of four years’ labor of the present teachers, can hardly be 

called unsatisfactory.”  

To this Mr. Lee replied : “February 28, 1877. 

“Sir, —I beg to thus reply to Mr. Armstrong’s letter in the order of his paragraphs: —  

“1. That children would hardly travel one, two, and even three miles further to another school 

if the teaching were satisfactory. I instance the Hookers and Udy’s, the latter travelling three 

miles past the Carterton school to attend the Clareville. There has been a very considerable 

increase in the population around Carterton school, with a large falling off in the attendance. 

“I stated in my last report that Standard III. pupils were forced. I found again this year that 

the preparatory work from one Standard to another had been neglected. A large number of 



candidates were presented for Standard 111., and I think six for Standard IV. No judgment 

was exercised in the classification. The master appeared to want comprehension of the work 

required . .under the higher Standards. He aimed at too much. Poor results followed, only 

three passing the Third Standard, and none the. Fourth, Two of the Third Standard passes 

were very bare ones, minimum marks being obtained. 

 “ 3. I pointed out clearly to Mr. Armstrong what I meant by too difficult copybooks. His 

reply is evasive in this particular,  

“4. This school is most unsatisfactory, because it is retrograding, and the reading, writing, 

and arithmetic are all; in bad form. I do not complain so much of the fewness of the passes 

this year as of the character of the work.  

5. The disobedience of the children in the playground,' and the difficulty in preventing 

copying, have modified my opinion of the character of the discipline.  

“6. The number of unsatisfactory children is too great to be thus easily explained away 

2
nd

 March 1877 With regard to the Te Aro School (Mr. Holmes), Karori (Mr. Marten), Taita 

(Mr. Sinclair), and Carterton (Mr. Armstrong), the following resolution was agreed to : — 

That the Board defer expressing an opinion until copies of the complaints made by teachers, 

and the Inspector's replies thereto, be referred to the Local Committees, with the request that 

they will report thereon. Finally the following motion was carried : — That the Board express 

their confidence generally in the Inspector of Schools, and thank him for the zeal and ability 

shown by him during his inspection, as shown by his last report 

8
th

 May 1877 We have received the report of the Education Board for the year ended 31st 

March last, and from table 11, giving a return of the schools, teachers, attendance, &c., we 

obtain the following particulars relative to the five principal schools in the Wairarapa district. 

It will be observed that the Greytown school stands at the head of the list, a point to be noted, 

seeing the persistent attempts that have been, and are being made to ignore this township 

altogether. As we have before said there is no other school in the Wellington Provincial 

district, out of the city of Wellington, that has so large an actual attendance as that at 

Greytown, The actual and average attendance at the five principal schools in tire Wairarapa 

were, at Greytown 147 and 109 ; at Featherston 136  and 117 at Masterton 127 and 108 ; at 

Clareville (Taratahi) 95 and 62; and at Carterton 83 and 60 from these figures it will be seen 

that the attendance is much more regular at Masterton and Featherston than at Greytown. 

Clareville, or Carterton.  

29
th

 September 1877 The schoolmaster of the Carterton school (Mr. A. Armstrong) has 

resigned; he will leave October 31st. The Education Board have promised to use the utmost 

ears in the appointment of his successor (Think Adam Armstrong is the ex teacher) 

 

1878 

1878 
 

Carterton  Richards C A 
 Headmaster £220 

$11,962 

1878 
 

Carterton  Jones Mrs. 
 Female £80 

$6,728 

1878 
 

Carterton  Giles J M  
 Male  Pupil Teacher £45 

$5,981 

1878 
 

Carterton  Fairbrother F 
 Male  Pupil Teacher £40 

$5,233 

1878 
 

Carterton  Peters E W  
 Female  Pupil Teacher £35 

$36,575 

In 1877 the government started Free Compulsory Education (Whenever has it been free) and 

between 1878 and 1923 published annual or biennial lists of teachers as above 

This is the school staffing at the end of the year 



Date of school year. Name of school. Surname then Christian name as listed, grading, 

position held and then annual salary and that is then converted into what that was worth in 

March 1912 terms 

8
th

 January 1878 A cricket match was played at Greytown on Saturday last between the 

Carterton School Club, and the Standard (Greytown boys) Club, which resulted in an easy 

victory for the latter. The Carterton boys winning the toss decided to go to the wickets, when 

they put together a total of 30 runs. Greytown then went in and- scored 66, and as their 

opponents made but 31 at their second try, they won in one innings with five runs to spare. 

The most noticed among the boys of the Standard Club were H. Hawke and W. Judd, the 

former bowling out nearly the whole of, the Carterton team each. innings and the latter 

fielding' and batting" very skillfully, making 20 runs and carrying his bat out. On the 

Carterton side R. Kemble, and E. King were the best all round cricketers. 

8
th

 January 1878 WANTED Belvedere Road and Carterton settlers to know that Mrs. Evans 

will open a Day School on the Belvedere road on Monday, January 14. Terms, Is per week; 

children under seven, 6d. 

15
th

 January 1878 The return match between the Standard (Greytown boys) Club and 

Carterton School Eleven was played at the Utter place on Saturday last, when Greytown was 

again victorious. Having only 8 tuna to make in their second innings, they won with ten 

wickets to go down 

26
th

 April 1878 However, Mr. Lee admits with respect to this school, "that the results though 

falling off are not altogether unsatisfactory, especially in Standard I." Mr. Lee states " that the 

Carterton school is in a very unsatisfactory condition . . and the results very low. 

Of the country schools there are six in the Wellington district, each having more than 120 

children on the roll — Masterton, Greytown, , Featherston, Lower Hutt, Upper Hutt, and 

Carterton. The Lower Hutt school shows the best results. The Featherston and Upper Hutt 

schools have done exceedingly good work under the present management 

27
th

 April 1878 The Carterton school is in a very unsatisfactory condition. The general 

character of the work is unimproved. There was no section of the work uniformly good. The 

reading particularly was lame, mechanical, and devoid of all expression. The results are 

exceedingly low although the head teacher has been five years in charge 

4
th

 May 1878 Of course you saw the Inspectors last report about our school. It is something to 

feel proud of, ain’t it? It rather surprised most of ns, for it was generally believed that the 

schoolmaster was making an effort to put the school in proper trim. When the unfavorable 

report appeared lost year, there was some correspondence between the here and the Inspector. 

From headquarters the Local Committee were asked for an expression of opinion. But they 

distinctly refused to decide, stating at the time that as the Board appointed the master, and 

also the Inspector to review the former’s work, if the report was unfavorable, it was the duty 

at the Inspector to decide whether the master was competent or not. And this opinion they 

held  still. However, the last report, which stated among other remarks equally condemnatory, 

that “the character of the work is unimproved,” “ there was no section of the work uniformly 

good,” caused the Local Committee to take a decided step to free the children from the 

control of the present master. At a meeting held in the school room on Monday evening last 

the following resolution was passed That, considering the continued unsatisfactory state of 

the Carterton school, as evinced by the Inspector’s late report, the Local Committee ore of 

opinion that the  Education Board should appoint another head master.” 



30
th

 May 1878 EDUCATION BOARD. At a of the Board to-day, the Secretary; of .the 

Carterton School Committee wrote informing the Board that the Committee. had passed a 

resolution requesting that, in consequence of the unsatisfactory state of the school, another 

head teacher should be appointed. A letter from the Chairman of Committee stated that he 

dissented from the resolution, as he considered it simply the result of personal malice on the 

part of some one. The letters wen, on the motion of Mr. Hutchison, ordered to be sent to the 

schoolmaster.  

8
th

 June 1878 THE CARTERTON SCHOOL. 

(To the Editor of the Standard.) Carterton, 7th June, 1873. Sib,—l have just had a glance at 

your paper, sent me by a friend. In it I see a paragraph purporting to be a copy, I suppose, of 

the minutes of the Education Board, of Wellington, where it says a letter was received from 

the Secretary of the Carterton School Committee, applying for another head teacher, on 

account of the unsatisfactory state of the school {vide Inspector’s report), and the Chairman. 

has sent in another letter, dissenting from the resolution passed by the Committee. Now, to 

crown all, the Education Board in Town has (so it is said in the same paragraph) referred the 

letters to the said Carterton schoolmaster. What for, may be asked ; surely the Board does not 

expect an answer from the schoolmaster to condemn himself. No, no, he will take care of 

that; he likes the bawbees too well for that! Now, Sir, the question comes to this: Has the 

Committee done it through malice, as implied by the Chairman. I distinctly say no ! but if  the 

Committee had done their duty long ago, coupled with the reports of the Inspector concerning 

this said school, the present master would have been dismissed long since. Has not the 

Inspector complained almost every year excepting the first. The Committee never took it up, 

although I feel convinced they knew they were wrong in not doing so. Now they have done 

so, it is put down as malice by the Chairman of that Committee. Sir the cause of this is not 

difficult to explain! I am not one to bear malice or hatred to any man, however much he may 

wrong me. And here lies the secret; it does not answer the Chairman's purpose to say or do 

anything to get the present schoolmaster dismissed, nor neither will he, therefore he is unfit 

for the position be holds. But surely, sir, the resolution passed by four committee men ought 

to have more weight, coupled with the Inspector’s reports, than the Chairman's alone. There 

is shortly to be an election for a fresh Committee, and if the treatment above referred to is a 

sample, I would advise the Board in Town to do without a Committee or Inspector. Yours, 

Ac., Fair Play 

22
nd

 June 1878 The election of the Carterton School committee took place on Monday 

evening last in the schoolroom. We are rather celebrated here for public meetings, most of ns 

being able to “ talk a bit,” and the gathering under notice was no exception to the rule. The 

proceedings were exceedingly lively, the free hitting indulged in being a positive treat. After 

waiting for over half-an-hour after the appointed time, Mr. Parker was appointed to the Chair 

there being from 15 to 20 settlers present. I don’t intend to wade through the meeting in 

detail, but merely give you the interesting passages. Our schoolmaster told us that the 

Inspector’s unfavorable reports ware just the result of spite, and that they were much blacker 

against him than they ought to be. He regarded the last report as good (!!!) compared with 

that about the Greytown School, and said if the Board believed it why didn’t they discharge 

him. Mr. Armstrong reviewed the doings of the Inspector with regard to his school, and of 

course the latter was all wrong. Our master seemed to forget he was taking np a position from 

which dislodgement was easy. Mr. Callister asked him how he accounted for the Inspector's 

words “ No section, of the work is uniformly good,” and " the reading is lame, mechanical, 

and devoid of expression.” That, of course, was owing to the “ down” the Inspector had on 

him. Mr. Callister objected to a man conducting a large farm and other private business 

drawing a good salary as schoolmaster, stating that it could not be done satisfactorily to the 

parents. The schoolmaster challenged anyone to say he did not attend the regular hours at 



school, and stated that after school his time was his own, and he would do as he liked. Mr. 

Callister complained bitterly of the ill-treatment his children had received, carrying marks for 

days caused through the master’s severity; and he declined to have anything to do with the 

school while the present master remained in charge. Mr. Moore pointed out, in reply to a 

charge that the Committee had not done their duty, that the Committee had never interfered 

for years, simply because they believed in leaving a master alone, bat when the disgustingly 

filthy state of the closets was brought under their notice they thought it time to interfere, and 

as the Inspector was continually reporting against the School, he thought the Education Board 

ought to heed the Inspector's reports and appoint another master, and not leave the unpleasant 

duty of recommending a master’s dismissal to the local Committee. In reply to a question 

from the schoolmaster, Mr. Moore said he was not satisfied with the progress his children had 

made. They had been regular attendance for five years, and some had been two or three years 

before the present master came, and he was not satisfied. Mr. Moore would not again act as a 

committeeman. Mr. Fairbrother then took up the schoolmaster’s case, and tried to be 

particularly warm on the author of the letter that appeared in your paper signed “ Fair Flay.” 

He said it ought to have been signed “ Foul Play,” and made a general charge that the letter 

was untrue, and ought not to have been written. After Messrs. R. R. Armstrong, W. Parker. 

W. Vickerstaff, K. Davis, E. Harman, W. Hammond, and B. Fairbrother had been elected at 

Committeemen, Mr. Hammond rose and acknowledged himself the author of “ Fair Play,” 

and said he was prepared to prove all he had written. As to that particular portion where “ 

Fair Play” said it was not to “ the chairman’s interest to see the Schoolmaster dismissed,” Mr. 

Hammond said we knew at any rate that Mr. Fairbrother was the schoolmaster’s father-in-

law. That of itself, he argued, would prevent the Chairman voting adversely. Farther than 

that, Mr. Hammond reminded the meeting that the schoolmaster was renting Mr. 

Fairbrother’s farm, his sheep, and his cattle, and under these circumstances, he asked, did it 

seem fair that the Chairman should have the power to set aside a resolution passed by the 

local committee Yon will gather from what I have written that “things” were extremely 

lively, and both the schoolmaster and his fidus achates got rather severely handled. Without a 

doubt we are entitled to a thoroughly good master, and if the Inspector is to be believed the 

present one is scarcely that. A man might be able to farm say 300 acres of land, have an 

interest in a saw mill, keep a dairy, deal in cattle and Sheep, apply for a billet as clerk in a 

Highway Board, and advertise as an auctioneer and commission agent, and also ran a school 

where there are a hundred youngsters or more. I say he might, but then he mightn’t. 

18
th

 June 1878 Carterton. About fifteen settlers were present. The new Committee elected 

consisted of the following names R. R. Armstrong, W. Parker, W. Vickerstaff, R. Davis, R. 

Harman, W. Hammond, and E. Fairbrother. Messrs. Moore and Callister declined to stand 

while the present teacher remained in charge 

21
st
 June 1878 A letter was received from the secretary of the Carterton School Committee, 

stating that the committee had passed a resolution requesting that in consequence of the 

unsatisfactory state of the school another head teacher should be appointed. The chairman of 

the same committee wrote stating that he considered the letter was the result of personal 

malice. The Inspector said that for the last two years the school had been in a most 

unsatisfactory state. The school had hot improved at all 

It was resolved that the letter be sent to the schoolmaster for his perusal 

24th June 1878 A was held on Monday night for the election of a local school committee, but 

it was thinly attended. The foil *wing gentlemen were elected for the current year, viz:—

Messrs.. R. R. Armstrong, W. Hammond, W, Parker, R. Harman, W, Vickerstaff, R. Davis, 

and R. Fairbrother. 

20
th

 July 1878 The Carterton School Committee met this evening. The inward 

correspondence since the lost meeting was read, amongst which was a memo from the Board, 



apprising the Committee that our schoolmaster, Mr. A. Armstrong, has received three 

months’ notice from the Board that his services will be dispensed with. So we are going to 

have anew master in September. That we may be fortunate enough to get a really first rate 

master is the unanimous wish here.   

2
nd

 August 1878 An application from settlers near Carter’s line, for a meeting to be called for 

the purpose of constituting a now district, was considered, and it was resolved that the 

application be forwarded to the Carterton school committee, for them to suggest and arrange 

as to the boundaries for the proposed new district 

3
rd

 August 1878 Mr. Hutchison, as a member of the Education Board, seems determined to 

have the appointment of teachers placed upon a more satisfactory looting than baa hitherto 

prevailed under the irresponsible rule of Mr. Lee, but he finds it very uphill work. On 

Thursday last he proposed the following motion, which was treated with the cold shoulder all 

round: - “ That the vacancy in the Carterton school should be at once advertised and 

applicants requested to send in their certificates and testimonials to the Secretary of the Board 

on or before the 15th inst, that these certificates and testimonials shall be transmitted to the 

School Committee at Carterton for their opinion thereon, and returned to the Board in time 

for its next monthly meeting on Wednesday, the 28th inst., when the Board will proceed to 

make the appointment.” The Education Board has yet to learn that committees are not 

nominal bodies, entirely subordinated to itself. The Board has frequently treated committees 

with au utter want of consideration, but we anticipate shortly a reaction which will show that 

committees possess larger powers than as yet the Board has credited them with 

6
th

 August 1878 Classification of pupil teachers James Giles Carterton second year over 14 

years of age  

7
th

 September 1878 The Secretary of the Board of Education invites applications until  noon 

of the 18th inst., for the head mastership of Carterton school, the assistant mastership of 

Gladstone school, 

26
th

 September 1878 Wellington Education Board A letter was received from Mr. Armstrong, 

of Carterton, requesting that he should receive an increase of salary oh account of additional 

attendance.—Postponed 

Mr. Richards was appointed to the Carterton school. 

1
st
 October 1878 Mr. Richards, who succeeds Mr. A.. Armstrong as head teacher of the 

Carterton school, will, we understand, enter upon his duties on Monday next. He goes there 

from Mount Cook school, Wellington, where he has been for a few months, but be hails from 

Nelson. 

8
th

 October 1878 Mr. Cox, Secretary of the Railway Celebration Committee, has written to 

the chairman of the Carterton school committee, inviting him to take the school children in a 

body to the opening. It has been found, however, by enquiry that all conveyances usually 

available are already bespoken by the elder portion of the community. 

31
st
 October 1878 Wellington Education Board It was resolved that a teacher’s residence, 

coating £350, at Carterton be erected; the committee to secure the land for £50 

27
th

 November 1878 THE CARTERTON SCHOOL. The Secretary reported that he had 

withheld the last month's salary due to Mr. Allan Armstrong, the late master of the Carterton 

school, in consequence of irregularities having been reported. It seemed that the school had 

been  closed for seven half-days during the last month 

23
rd

 December 1878 Armstrong v. Education Board of Wellington. — Plaintiff (for whom 

Mr. Hutchison appeared) claimed £27 2s. for services rendered as teacher of the Carterton 



School. Mr. Lee, the Secretary, appeared for the Board, and admitted £16 10s 6d being due. 

That amount had been paid into Court, but too late. After going through the disputed items, 

his Worship found for the plaintiff for £16 10s 6d and costs. In the course of the case Mr. Lee 

stated that plaintiff was dismissed for laxity in attending to his duty. Plaintiff retorted that the 

minute-book of the Board showed that he was dismissed for attending to farming and other 

pursuits out of school hours 

1879 
1879 

 
Carterton Richards C A 

 
Headmaster £230 $36,575 

1879 
 

Carterton Kay 
  Assistant Master £100 $15,902 

1879 
 

Carterton Jones Mrs. 
 

Assistant Female £80 $12,722 

1879 
 

Carterton Fairbrother F 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £40 $6,361 
30

th
 January 1879 The following are the new Committee of the Carterton school, namely;—

R. E. Armstrong, B. Fairbrother, H. Callister, T. Moore, W. Parker, W. Vickerstaff, W. 

Hammond 

1
st
 February 1879 The Committee of the Carterton School met in the Schoolhouse last night. 

Mr. W. Parker was elected Chairman  for' the ensuing year, and Mr. R. R. Armstrong 

appointed Secretary and Treasurer 

3
rd

 February 1879 One of those interesting little ceremonies so dear to the memory of every 

school boy took place .at the Carterton School on Friday last when the scholars were detained 

for half an hour to witness the distribution of nine special prizes which had been kindly given 

by a few settlers. Mr. B. Boys accepted the invitation of the Committee to present the prizes, 

and before doing so addressed the youngsters on the importance of making every effort to 

become proficient in whatever their teachers requested. In a few plain-spoken sentences Mr. 

Boys told the children how much depended .on education nowadays, and how few chances 

there were for any ne to be .successful in life unless educated, and he urged them, one and all, 

to try not only to win prizes at school, but after they entered on life's duties with the wide 

world for a schoolroom. Mr. Boys then proceeded to present the various prizes as follows, 

making a few suitable remarks as each of the scholars received his or her reward:—Rupert 

Fairbrother, general proficiency, presented by Mr. B. Boys; Harriet Giles, general 

proficiency, presented by Mr. B. Boys; Wilfred Rutherford, writing, presented by Mr. 

Fairbrother; Emily Challis, Composition, presented by Mr. Fairbrother; Thomas Moore, 

History, presented by Mr. R Armstrong; John Moore,. Geography, presented by Mr. W.- 

Hammond.; Marion Carter, 1st prize sewing, presented by Mrs. Giles; Kate Carter, 2nd prize 

sewing, presented by Mrs. C. A. Richards; Rupert Fairbrother, .mental arithmetic, presented 

by Mr. C. A. Richards.—The presentation over, the master, Mr. C. A, Richards, addressed the 

children for a few minutes, reminding-the successful ones that they would be expected to try 

to hold the pride of place they now occupied, and calling upon those lower down, the list to 

make a good effort to.be among the prize-winners next year. Mr. Boys called for three cheers' 

for the teachers, which were given heartily, Mr. Richards then asked for three cheers for Mr. 

Boys, and the youngsters favored the Committee with a similar honor. The greatest good 

feeling was apparent, each prize taker being rewarded with a round of applause from the 

school as they returned to their seats 

5
th

 February 1879 Owing to the increased attendance at the,' Carterton School, the local-

committee have been obliged to telegraph for permission to rent the Town Hall, which 

building adjoins the school house. The required permission has been obtained pending 



confirmation by the Board, The attendance at this school has steadily increased since Mr. 

Richards appointment, the number on this year’s roll being 187, while the attendance has 

reached 140. These numbers pointedly demonstrate that extra accommodation must be 

supplied speedily, as we understand there are still a number of last year's scholars that have 

not yet appeared at school, being detained at home  by harvesting and to watch the  bush fires 

so prevalent in Carterton  at present, 

25
th

 February 1879 The Carterton School Committee met on Tuesday last to consider the 

plans and specifications for teacher's residence. The previous suggestions made by the 

Committee had been adopted by the Board, and excepting that matai timber was 

recommended in place of kauri for flooring, and rusticated boarding in lieu of weather 

boarding for the front of residence, the present plans were pronounced in every way 

satisfactory, The residence is to contain six large square rooms, all on the ground-floor, a 

scullery and porch, and judging from the plans will, when finished, be an ornament to the 

town. A neat verandah adds very much to the appearance of the building, Tenders are asked 

for thoroughly completing the work, and we again remind intending contractors that their 

tenders must be in Wellington to-day. 

28
th

 February 1879 TENDERS. The following tenders for the erection of a teacher's residence 

at Carterton were received :—Accepted : B. Thompson, £375. Declined : Bailer and Smith, 

£545 Harman. £535; C. Potts, £380; Gray, £468; Mortyn, £478 Russell, £593 ; W. B. Allen, 

£460 

3
rd

 March 1879 The Committee of the Carterton School have elected the  same members on 

the Board as they did last year, viz,, the Hon, C. J. Pharazyn, Archdeacon Stock, and the Rev 

J. Paterson. . With the sanction of the Board, Mr. Robinson, the builder who is erecting Mr. 

Booth's store, has been the successful tenderer for the schoolmaster's new residence, which is 

to be immediately in the rear of the present school house, having an entrance from Bambry's 

line. The house is to contain six rooms, with verandah; and although the price, £375, seems 

rather high, the conditions are of such a stringent nature that the edifice is tolerably certain to 

be a thoroughly substantial one. The number of children now attending this school is so 

extensive that the school house could not accommodate them, and the  old Town Hall has 

been obtained to meet the overplus, 

8
th

 April 1879 Buildings appear to be going up with as much vitality as ever. The contractor 

for the School Teacher’s residence at Carterton (Mr. W. B. Thompson) has commenced the 

building ; the frame being raised on Friday last. With the exception of a few alterations made 

to the place at the suggestion of the Local School Committee, the building will be the same as 

that in course of erection for the Greytown School. 

12
th

 June 1879 CARTERTON.  A letter was read from the local committee stating that they 

considered that the Belvidere School Was premature. It was resolved that the resolution of 

the committee should be forwarded to the petitioners 

25
th

 September 1879 The Wairarapa scholarship of £20 has been awarded to R. Fairbrother of 

the Carterton School. 

29
th

 September 1879 Since Mr. Richards assumed the Mastership of the Carterton School, the 

attendance has most materially increased, and the conduct of the studies of his pupils has won 

him the goodwill and esteem of the parents whose children are under his tutelage. I have to 

congratulate him and our esteemed fellow townsman Mr. R. Fairbrother on the son of the 

latter having carried off one of the premiums offered at the late scholarship examinations. 

The scholar who has won the laurel crown is but' a twelve year old youngster and we hope to 



see him follow up by assiduous application the success he| has thus meritoriously won in his 

early youth 

30
th

 October 1879 CARTERTON SCHOOL. A discussion took place as to whether any 

remuneration should be granted to the daughter of the master of the above school for 

assistance in the school It was pointed out that the regulations would not permit this being 

done, as the young lady was not a classified teacher. The matter was postponed 

9
th

 December 1879 We believe that the report of' the Inspector on the Carterton School will 

be of a very satisfactory character. It can now be said, perhaps for the first time, that all the 

large schools in the Wairarapa are efficient. 

26
th

 November 1879 Mr. Fairbrother appointed Pupil Teacher at Carterton 

1880 
1880 

 
Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £260 $40,378 

1880 
 

Carterton Kay John 
 

Assistant Master £100 $15,530 

1880 
 

Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Female £80 $12,424 

1880 
 

Carterton Fairbrother Frederick 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £55 $8,542 
7

th
 January 1880 Mr. Richards, the master in charge of the Carterton School, is to be 

congratulated on the pre-eminent success of the pupils he presented for classification at the 

recent examination!,. Out of 150 scholars examined, no less than 122, or 82 percent, of the 

whole, were successful, while in the higher Standards, No. IV, V, and VI, there was not a 

single failure. This school is the only one in the Wellington district that has been successful 

in passing all pupils presented for classification in Standard IV. The Committee have shown 

their appreciation of Mr. Richards' ability and energy in conducting the School in a highly 

complementary and laudatory letter to him since the result of the examination has been made 

known, 

15
th

 January  1880 has been raining a soft but steady rain all day, which has completely 

stopped the treat to the Carterton school children 

17
th

 January 1880 THE CARTERTON SCHOOL. 

(To the Editor of the Standard.) Sir.—A great deal was attempted to be made out of an 

alleged irregularity on the part of some scholars at the scholarship examination some months 

age, and all the blame was thrown on some scholars from the Featherston State school. I have 

heard on good authority that the Carterton school was mainly involved and think it only just 

that our first class school here, the envy of other townships, should not have all the blame 

when it was only concerned to a trifling degree. I am &c, Featherston 

This was rebutted in a long letter claiming that Mr. Gurr of Featherston was at fault and 

explaining why Dated 20
th

 January 1880  

20
th

 January 1880 EDUCATIONAL. 

(To the Editor of the Standard.) Sir, —In your issue of the 17th inst., I notice a letter signed “ 

Featherston,” which, in justice to Carterton School I feel compelled to answer. I acted as one 

of the supervisors at the examination for Scholarship alluded to, and lam in a position to state 

that the irregularity mentioned was confined to the Featherston School. I am, Ac., W. H. W. 

Haines  

27
th

 January 1880 The result of the  Carterton election was the election of Messrs. W. Parker 

(Chairman) P. R Armstrong; (Secretary and Treasurer),P,, Fairbrother, T. Moore,  H Callister, 

W. Hammond, and W, Vickerstaff 

28
th

 January 1880 The .Carterton School was re-opened this morning, with, an attendance of 

185 in the morning, and 187 in. the afternoon, .:. . an average above that made on the return 

for the past half year 



29
th

 January 1885 At the meeting of the Carterton School Committee, everything passed off 

quietly, as was evinced by the fact that the same gentlemen who were elected last year were 

again called upon to take office  but at Clareville there was a slight breeze and a couple of 

fresh names appear among the committeemen elected for the current year 

29
th

 January 1880 THE CARTERTON SCHOOL. The Inspector reported that Miss Richards 

had proved a very efficient teacher during the past year, and he recommended that her 

services should be retained.—The Board allowed £30 for the past year, and Miss Richards 

services were retained as infant teacher, at a salary of £40 per annum 

No Miss Richards appears on the official teaching lists of any school in New Zealand in 1879 

or 1880 so this must be some private arrangement 

9
th

 March 1880 A meeting o! the settlers of Waihakeke was held on Saturday evening for the 

purpose of sending in an application to the Education Board for separation from the Carterton 

School District. The petition was unanimously signed and Mr. Braithwaite was elected 

chairman and requested to forward it at once to the Board. It was calculated that they would 

be able to send 30 children to school. The boundaries of the district were recommended to be 

as follows Parkvale School District on the . north, the Ruamahanga and Waiohine Rivers on 

the east and south. The boundary on the west to be decided by the chairman of the meeting 

and the chairman of the Carterton Committee. 

13
th

 April 1880 protest from the chairman of the Waihakeke, Parkvale, and Carterton school 

committees has, we understand, been sent to the Education Board against the absurd proposal 

to make one school do for the two former places in such a position that it would be extremely 

inconvenient to both. 

29
th

 April 1880 A requisition was read from the school committee at Carterton, for the 

erection of a chimney in the Town Hall, at present used as a schoolroom. It was decided that 

the secretary should communicate with the proprietors of the hall upon the subject. 

1
st
 May 1880 The Carterton School Committee met last evening, when Messrs. Parker 

(Chairman), Hammond, Vickerstaff, R. R, Armstrong, and T. Moore were present. The. 

Secretary was authorised to pay all outstanding accounts when the capitation cheque arrived, 

and to answer a communication from Featherston re teaching sewing in the school. There 

being no other business the Committee adjourned till further notice 

8
th

 May 1880 The Resident Magistrate’s Court at Carterton on Wednesday was engaged 

many hours in the case of Robinson v Barry for unlawful beating his son Thomas Robinson. 

Mr. Bunny appeared for the defendant, Mr. Barry who is the master of the Carterton school, 

and after a large number of witnesses were examined the information was dismissed with 

costs (£5 10s). Mr. Wardell stating that nothing had been adduced to prejudice the reputation 

of the defendant, and at the same time telling the Constable in future to mind his own 

business.  

Mr. Barry was actually the teacher at Clareville School and Carterton was again wrongly 

mentioned. 

11
th

 June 1880 The Inspector of Schools paid a surprise visit to the Carterton School on 

Wednesday, which he found in a very satisfactory condition. According to his remarks, the 

discipline and general behaviour of the school is good, the different subjects being well and 

carefully taught. He expressed himself as satisfied with Mr. J. Kays' work as assistant-master. 

' For the Committee the Inspector left a small rebuke re the. play-ground, which sadly needs a 

few loads of gravel; and the fact that hat-pegs are wanting m the Town Hall did not escape 

his observation; These, no doubt, will be attended to by the Committee. The Local Board are 

making arrangements for erecting a substantial chimney at the south end of the Town-Hall. 

This will add materially to the comfort of the crowd-of children now taught : there, who 

present a very benumbed appearance when the weather is at all cold, 



31
st
 July 1880 The settlers at Kaipaitangatu, near Carterton, asked that they may have an 

aided school established in their neighborhood. There were thirty-two children who would 

attend. Mr. Plowden also applied to be appointed master. The application of the settlers was 

referred to the Carterton School Committee, that of Mr. Plowden being declined. Can’t find 

where this is near Carterton this is the only mention of such a place near Carterton  

5
th

 August 1880 The Carterton School Committee held ; meeting on .Tuesday evening, when 

Messrs. Parker' (chairman) Fairbrother, Callister,. Hammond, Vickerstaff, Moore, and R. R. 

Armstrong were presents. The balance in hand and bank was reported to be £23 '2s 3d, out of 

which the secretary was authorised to pay outstanding accounts, ,It was arranged that  Mr. 

Boys should be requested to present Master T. Moore with the Education. Board prize on 

Friday next, in the Town Hall. A set of object lesson cards were ordered to be purchased; The 

Committee reported against the prayer of memorialists for . a school at Kaipaitangata and 

Dalefield Road, as about half, the children could attend the Carterton ; School The either 

Matarawa, or Carterton establish a school they  would recommend  the Board to assist them' 

11
th

 August 1880 PRESENTATION AT THE CARTERTON SCHOOL. 

According to agreement, the: Committee of the above school, and a few friends, met in the 

old Town' Hall on-Friday afternoon last for the purpose of presenting to Master Thomas 

Moore the prize awarded to him by the Education Board, he hiring 

obtained the second highest number of marks in the Wellington Provincial District. , , . 

At, 3 o’clock the scholars, numbering nearly 200, were mustered in the Hall which is used as 

a schoolroom, pending the erection of adequate accommodation Mr. B. Boys was to have 

made the presentation, but. through misunderstanding the hour appointed, the duty devolved 

on the Chairman, Mr. Wm.  Parker, who, on rising, said:—Ladies and gentlemen Boys and 

Girls It gives. me much pleasure to meet you here this afternoon, to award to one of your 

schoolfellows the Board's mark of .appreciation for the attention he has paid to his duties at 

school. The Committee had requested Mr. B. Boys to undertake this pleasing duty, and from 

what he knew of that Gentleman, he, felt sure something had prevented his being amongst, 

them. He regretted this, for Mr. Boys would no doubt have handled the subject in a way that 

he could not hope to do, but he would do his best. It 'was always pleasant for the Committee 

to know that some if the prizes had fallen to their school but when, as in this instance, the 

second highest prize had been won-by a Carterton boy, they must one and all feel gratified at 

the achieved success. He did no or a moment wish them to understand that every one of them 

could gain such honors, but he did want them to understand that now was their time to turn to 

good account the extra benefits now offered in every school—opportunities which, if 

neglected, would cause them to regret their inattention. In contrasting the school-work of 

today and half a century since, the Chairman drew a humorous picture of the chances the 

children of working men had in those days of even acquiring a smattering of the three R’s. In 

fact, he said, it seemed to him, as he looked  back, that it could be understood best by saying 

they had little books, but precious big rods, and must confess he could not complain of 

missing his full share of the latter  In concluding his remarks, the Chairman trusted that it 

would not be necessary to resort to direct taxation to keep our schools up to the present 

standard, for he felt sure instead of the many schools filled to overflowing that could now be 

met with in every district, there would be a sad falling off. He sincerely hoped that such a 

change would not be necessary, and that the younger portion of his audience would do their 

utmost individually and collectively to keep up the high character of their school so that when 

the next examination came around he would again have the pleasure if hearing of another 

Carterton boy's success, He resumed his seat amidst much applause from the youngsters, who 

extended the same courtesy to subsequent speakers,  



Mr. Fairbrother was sorry for Mr. Boys absence, which no doubt was unavoidable, md felt 

pleased at being present on such an occasion, when they were giving practical testimony of 

the value set on obedience and unremitting attention, He hoped they would all do their utmost 

to emulate the example set them by Master Moore, for each of them had a chance, as the 

prizes fell to the best boy all-round. The children of the school were a credit ;o the township, 

and this was not the first time they had come to the front. He hoped they would continue to 

bring other prizes, and should be always glad to meet .hem and express his pleasure at the 

school success. 

Mr. Hammond fully endorsed all the remarks made by previous speakers, He thought their 

prize winner was a credit to all the masters he had studied under, and hoped his success in 

this, his first start in life, would stimulate him to further exertion, and that when his 

schooldays were over he would in turn be generous and assist those who had not been so 

fortunate in either brains or opportunities.  

Mr. Callister complimented the school on having gained another prize from headquarters, and 

related incidents showing how success had attended schoolfellows of his, who had elected to 

make brains their capital.  

The Chairman then presented the prize —Chambers' Encyclopedia of English Literature, in 

two volumes—which has  an endorsement of its being presented by the Education Board,—

and trusted that he might derive much pleasure from perusing his prize, and that the fact of 

how he came by it would encourage him to persevere.—(Loud applause).  

Mr. Richards returned thanks for the kind way in which the school had been alluded to.  

Mr. Moore then briefly thanked those present and the masters on behalf of his son, 

Mr. Boys, who came in at the close of the proceedings, apologised for his absence, as he 

thought the time mentioned was 4 o'clock, or an hour later than the appointed one, otherwise 

ho certainly should have been present. He also expressed his sorrow that more parents had 

not by their attendance signified the interest they took in school matters, It had been his 

privilege more than once to present the local prizes, but their significance failed when 

compared with the prize they had met together to present, He agreed with the committee in 

making, so to speak, a red letter day of such matters, It assisted both teachers and taught, by 

instilling the spirit of emulation, without which the business of teaching was indeed not an 

enviable one. They could not all score bulls' eyes, but could at least become good marksmen. 

The present generation of school children meant the future rulers of New Zealand, and 

without they took advantage of the liberal education now within their reach, how could they 

ever hope to succeed. He was sorry that he had missed the opportunity of addressing the 

winner when handing him the prize. He would however ask the permission of the Committee 

to say a few words to him, On Master Moore being called up,. Mr. Boys proceeded his 

remarks, and a quotation from Sir Roger Bacon bearing on the subject. "No doubt the 

sovereignty of man lieth hid in knowledge. Wherein many things are reserved,' which kings' 

with their treasure cannot buy, nor with their force command." He complimented Muster 

Moore on his mental victory, and the fact that a Wairarapa boy had won this was a pleasure 

to him, and trusted that whatever walk in life he chose that two things would not be 

forgotten—viz.,' the teachers who had helped him and the country that-had placed such 

knowledge in his power. Mr. Boys counselled his young friend not to neglect literature, and 

drew an interesting historical picture, starting with Rome at the Caesar period, and ending 

with some happy illustration of the tight little island known as England, about which he could 

learn much by reading the books within his reach in the Library, until such time as he might 

be able to personally verify, by travel, the many and mighty achievements that brains alone 

and untiring perseverance had brought about. Mr. Boys' remarks were concluded by urging 

the boy to go' onward without fear, doing what he felt to-be right.  

The.. National Anthem concluded' the proceedings 



1
st
 October 1880 The Rev W. Panton Brown has been appointed assistant master of the 

Lower Hutt School; Mr. Richards, of Carterton, obtaining the post of chief master. 

1
st
 October 1880 Mention should have been made that Mr. E. Samuel, master at Kaiwaiwai, 

was appointed master at Carterton ; and Miss Conboy, a new applicant, to Kaiwaiwai. The 

Carterton community will gain much by the presence of Mr. Samuels among them, a 

scholarly gentleman, and an excellently practical teacher. Mr. Richards, at present master of 

the Carterton school, has been appointed to the mastership of the Lower Hutt school, and Mr. 

Panton Brown to the post of second master there. In both these gentlemen the Hutt residents 

will find teachers thoroughly qualified for their positions, and who are likely to speedily raise 

the status of the school, and in every respect satisfy the wishes of the local committee. 

2
nd

 October 1880 We Have on several occasions referred to the excellent reports of the 

progress of the Kaiwaiwai school. ' For the. last eighteen months it has been under the charge 

of Mr. E, Samuel; the applicant selected by the Education Board for the head-mastership of 

the Carterton school. Mr. Samuel was. at one time connected for a short period with this 

office, and we can bear testimony to his. being both a scholar and a gentleman. The 

Inspector's reports prove him to be a teacher, and should the local committee at Carterton 

endorse the action of the Board, the school will have the benefit of being officered by one of 

the ablest masters in the education district 

22
nd

 November 1880 The Wairarapa Guardian records the presentation to Mr. C. A. Richards, 

recently head master of the Carterton Public School, of a handsome silver inkstand, bearing a 

suitable inscription, commemorative of the high esteem and regard in which he was held by 

the teachers and pupils of that school. 

 

14
th

 December 1880 CARTERTON SCHOOL EXAMINATION, 1880. 

 

 Infants Standard 1 II III IV V VI Total  

No. on Books 89 44 54 38 25 6 7 262  

No. Presented  41 53 36 25 6 7 167  

No. Passed  32 45 29 23 6 5 140  

Percentage  78 85 80 92 100 83   

Present Classification 58 43 40 54 31 23 13 262  

 

 PASSED STANDARD I.  Ezekiel. Aplin, Thomas _ Brooker, George Butler, William 

Carter,. George Derrick, Alfred Dew, Herbert Greathead, Thomas Hercock, William Ingley, 

Frederick Mason,. Henry Merewood, Charles McLaren, Thomas Ryan, William Sennex, 

Leonard Sullivan, Joseph-Wakelin, Thos. Watson. Sophia Barlow, Margaret Bowles, Emily 

Clark, Ellen Davis, Margaret Diamond, Hannah Eagle, Margaret Hughan, Katrina. Kestrup, 

Ellen McKenzie, Caroline Neilson, Louisa Parker, Mary" Ridgway, Ethel ' Rutherford, 

Margaret Ryan, Maria Wilder.  

PASSED STANDARD 11. . Thomas Aplin, George Bean, Edward Burling, Alfred Callister, 

George .Eagle, Leonard Giles, Albert Green, Horatio Groube, William Hambrook, Henry 

Johnson, John Johnson, William Kiddie,' William McKenzie, John McLaren, Frederick 

Meyrick, Henry Meyrick, Samuel Minifie, Herbert Moor, Henry .Richfield, ' 'Thomas 

Ridgway, Thomas Sennex, Winifred Anderson. Mary Ann Aplin, Gertrude Baggarley,. Anne 

Basset, Martha Carter, Elizabeth Catt, Miriam Carter, Florence Davies, Emma Eagle, 

Margaret Fitzgerald, Mary Goodin, Kate Groube, Lily Hambrook, Emily Harman,  Ellen 



Hughan, Annie Kemp, Johanna Mathison, Ada Parker, Emily Robinson, Clara Rutherford, 

Eliza Ethel Teal, Annie Waterson , Isabel Waterson.  

PASSED STANDARD III. Agustus Baggarley, John Bond, Norman Callister, .James Catt, 

Thomas Dew, Charles Forties, Albert Gardener, Percy Gardener Herbert Hart, David  

Hercock, Robert Kiddie, Arthur Leppien, Donald McLaren, Robert McLaren. Alfred 

Merewood, John Vickerstaff, Edith Baggarley, Esther Cadwallader, Dinah Cohen, Isabella 

Hannah, Laura Jenson, Emma Kemp, Annie McPortland, Mary Moran, Susan Robinson, Ada 

Rutherford, Rebecca Vickerstaff, Charlotte White, Sophia Wilder.  

PASSED STANDARD IV, James Callister, Sidney Diamond, Richard Fitzgerald James 

Gorman, William Green, James Hart, Edward Johnson Henry Leppien, Henry' Moore, 

Treaton Price, Norman Rutherford, Percy Rutherford, James Wakelin, Edith Carter, Harriet 

Carter, Mary Diamond, Ellen Fitzgerald, Amelia Giles, Marion Green, Severina Gustofson, 

Annie Harman, Kate Rathbone, ..Harriet Vickerstaff,  

PASSED STANDARD V. John Bowles, Herbert Rathbone, John Russell, Edgar Rutherford, 

Kate Carter, Charlotte Challis, " 

PASSED STANDARD VI Arthur Moore, Thomas Rathbone, Thomas Sparks Louisa Forbes, 

Marion Forbes.  

The foregoing figures represent the result of the Inspector's examination which took place on 

Thursday and Friday last. Out of a total of 260 on the books, there were 249 present, and of 

that number, 84. per cent successfully passed the different Standards, the marks obtained in 

Standards 5 and 6 being .unusually high. -...'.-. In Standard 6, one candidate, .Thomas 

Rathbone, made 47 out of a possible 60, in arithmetic, being the highest number. yet 

obtained' in the province, whilst Charlotte Challis, for Standard  V, made 175 out of a 

possible 200. _Such" results' as these demonstrate conclusively that the Carterton scholars are 

not only well taught, but that they are capable of. benefiting by the pains taken with them The 

teaching, power for such a number is deficient, but the Board hope shortly; to provide an 

efficient infant teacher, and to materially increase the accommodation which is a long way 

below; that .of any .similar school in the district, Mr. Samuel is ; to be; congratulated upon. 

The result, and from out past experience of him which after all is the best guide; we quite 

expect the school to maintain the high character it now possesses   

We almost forgot to mention that the schoolrooms were prettily decorated  with ferns, 

evergreens, and flowers; and that the holidays commence after Friday, next. 

16
th

 December 1880  

CARTERTON SCHOOL. 

Mr. Lee, Inspector under the Wellington Board of Education, conducted the annual 

examination of the above school on the 9
th

  and 10th inst, and the teachers and pupils are all 

to be congratulated on the efficiency attained. A pleasing incident to this examination is one 

not found elsewhere, the school room having been most tastefully decorated with evergreens, 

ferns and flowers, and it really appeared more like a hall dedicated to the goddess Flora than 

her more staid sister Minerva. There are 262 scholars now on the school register, and of these 

249 were present at the late examination, and the percentage  of passes in all standards was 

unusually high, and will bear favorable Comparison with that of any other school in the 

district, we might perhaps say m the colony. 

The Inspector expressed his perfect satisfaction with the infants, which until lately had been 

trained by Miss Richards, and we are glad to say that the vacancy caused by her leaving the 

district will be filled up with as little delay aa possible. Going from general results to 

individual cases we find that among the girls in standard 5 Charlotte Challis made the very 

high number of 175 marks out of a possible 200, while in standard 6 among the boys, 

Thomas Rathbone in arithmetic made 46 marks out of a possible 50 a higher number than any 

scholar has hitherto succeeded in obtaining. The success of the pupils cannot but prove a 



satisfaction to the teachers, and although the school was for the first three quarters under the 

supervision of Mr. Richards, there was still plenty of room for improvement and Mr. Samuels 

has done it efficiently,. More especially is this apparent in the daily attendance which has 

very largely increased since the school has been in his charge, for while the average daily 

attendance for the last quarter was 163 the present normal, average mounts up to 220. Either a 

new building or additions to those 'already in use are to be made shortly, and there is not 

anything like fitting accommodation for the number of scholars in attendance. The school 

breaks up for the midsummer vacation on the 17th inst. and the distribution of prizes will take 

place on the reassembling in January/ 

21
st
 December 1880 Following complaints and rebuttal about Masterton School The Daily 

times published this We are quite willing to accept Mr. Waite's statement as accurate; but 

even if ho be credited with passing 77 per cent, of His pupils we can hardly regard this result 

as satisfactory. The Carterton School passed 92 per cent, and the Greytown School 96 per 

cent, in the Same Standard 

1881 
1881 199 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £280 $45,234 

1881 199 Carterton Kay John 
 

Assistant Master £100 $16,155 

1881 199 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Female £80 $12,924 

1881 199 Carterton Palmer Elizabeth M 
 

Assistant Female £80 $12,924 

1881 199 Carterton Fairbrother Frederick 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £60 $9,693 

1881 199 Carterton Challis Charlotte  
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £16 $2,585 
7

th
 January 1881 The Carterton. School. Committee met on Wednesday evening last Messrs.-

.W. Parker (Chairman), Fairbrother, R . Armstrong, Vickerstaff, and T,. Moore. The minutes 

of the previous meeting -wore read and confirmed; also the correspondence to and from the 

Committee.' A letter was read from Mr. W, Hammond, who has removed to. Fielding, 

resigning his position as a Committee-man, It was resolved that as the present: Committee's 

term of office would expire in a few days Mr. Hammond's resignation would, therefore,' not 

be accepted. The secretary was instructed to prepare the report and balance sheet for 

presentation at the annual election of Committee—the Chairman to ask Mr. Snodgrass to 

audit the  accounts. As Miss Charlotte Challis had been favorably recommended by the  

Inspector' and headmaster in consequence of the splendid pass she had made at the resent 

examination, it was resolved to forward a recommendation to the  Board to appoint Miss 

Challis as infant teacher, The question of a" school treat was fully discussed, and ended in ' 

the Committee deciding not to entertain the scholars this year, It was urged with much force 

that there had already been' two large picnics within a few days of each other, and the school 

children had for the most part attended either 0110 or the other; and further that those parents 

and friends who had provided the bulk of the necessaries for the last two would have to find 

the lion's share of the  proposed one. This was felt to be rather like too much of a good thing, 

and the idea was abandoned. Subscriptions to the extent of thirty shillings have been received 

for school prizes from Messrs. Boys, T, Moore, and W; Parker; and a canvass of the township 

will be made so that the children will not altogether be forgotten 

14
th

 January 1881 The increased accommodation that has so long been required at the 

Carterton School, owing to the  very largo average attendance of pupils, is likely to be shortly 

provided, Mr. Tiirnrju.il, the architect to the Educational Board of the Wellington district, 

attended in Carterton on Wednesday last, and, accompanied by Mr. Samuel, made a thorough 

inspection of (.lie present building, with a .view of preparing plans and specifications 'that are 



to be made. The' school reassembles on Monday next, the 17th hist.; and we trust to see the 

youngsters muster in as strong force as they have done during the .past year, The staff of 

teachers, for efficiency, stands preeminent amongst those in the district, and it behoves 

parents to see that their children derive the  full -benefit of the advantages thus laid open to 

them,' 

25
th

 January 1881 School Committee The following Committee was elected for Carterton 

Richard Fairbrother. sen. (Chairman), Edmund Anderson, William Vickerstaff, William 

Parker; Andrei Law Whyte, Adam Armstrong, H.H. Wolters ." 

26
th

 January 1881 At Carterton it will be seen by the report of committees chosen appearing 

in our issue of yesterday that many of the old members, after a faithful discharge of their 

duties for many, years past, have thought it expedient to retire from service, and the 

consequence is a large infusion of young blond in the newly-elected Committee, whom we 

hope to see work together as amicably, and give the same satisfaction to the district that' their 

predecessors have done. At Clareville we notice that the old settlers are still to the fore, and 

past performances are therefore not likely, to be militated against, or their, sphere of 

usefulness lessened, as. they have all had years of experience in their duties, Our veteran and 

esteemed townsman, Mr.  R Fairbrother, heads the Carterton team 

27
th

 January 1881 The meetings for the election of School Committee’s for the current year 

took place on Monday, night, and I was only sorry to see that more parents did not attend. I 

can consider no question of more vital importance than that which relates to the training of 

the rising generation. Only ten householders were present. The annual report of the 

committee was brief, referring l am happy to say mainly to the amicable relations that had 

existed between the committee and the teachers, and the 'success attending the discharge of 

their duties by the heads of the school. The balance sheet of the past year having been read, a 

short discussion took place on an item of £10, or gratuity paid to Mr. R. R. Armstrong for his 

discharge of the duties of secretary to  the committee. Considering he has most ably filled the 

post for the past five, years the objection raised might as well have been left in abeyance. 

However,’ no seconder to Mr. A. Armstrong’s motion was to, be found,, and the balance 

sheet as read was passed. The following committee were elected for the ensuing year:. At the 

committee meeting held after the election the following officers were selected. . Chairman, 

Mr. R. Fairbrother, G A. Fairbrother,- secretary; -Mr. A. Armstrong, treasurer. 

29
th

 January 1881 THE CARTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING. 

To the Editor of the Standard. Sir,— Your report of the discussion which took place at the 

above meeting is contrary to ‘fact. I moved no resolution in the matter consequently no 

seconder was required. The facts are these, a prominent member of the late committee acted 

in the capacity of Secretary and Treasurer, for such services he received the sum of f 10 per 

annum. I pointed out that a member of the committee had no right to receive remuneration for 

services rendered so long as he acted on such committee, and that the person alluded to Mr. 

Ralph Armstrong, might refund the money which he improperly accepted, it being contrary to 

the Education Act, The matter was then allowed to drop, a memo was inserted in the minutes 

of the -meeting to the effect that the meeting: expressed its disapprobation of .the practice 

which had hitherto existed, viz., a member of the committee receiving payment for services 

where it - was expressly prohibited. I am &c., ' ’ A. Armstrong, Carterton Jan. 27th.  [We are 

sorry that the mistake occurred, but reporters will report meetings wrongly at times all 

caution notwithstanding.— Ed Standard] 

3
rd

 February 1881 The Carterton School Committee met to transact business on Monday 

evening, and the minutes of the previous meeting having been read on the suggestion of Mr. 

A. Armstrong the minutes of the public meeting held on the 24th January, as per Gazette 



notice, were also read, and Mr. Welters, having drawn attention to the inaccuracies appearing 

on them, relative to the bonus granted to Mr. R. K. Armstrong and Mr. Parker, having 

explained the grounds on which the bonus had been granted, it was resolved that the 

Secretary should record on the minutes of this meeting the fact that Mr. Armstrong had only 

suggested, not moved, a resolution that the money be refunded. With regard to the question 

“of distribution of prizes to the children, several members of the committee were of opinion 

that the matter should have been dealt with by the late committee prior to the Christmas 

vacation, but after some discussion had taken place, and several suggestions been made, an 

amount of /y 10S was collected by donations from the settlers and members of the Commit 

The distribution, by the chairman, is take place on the 14th inst. The correspondence was_ 

tabled, relative mainly to the election of new members to serve on the Educational Board, and 

the additions to be made to the school buildings. ’With regard to the latter the Secretary was 

directed to write to the Board requesting- that a belfry might be added to the plans. The 

teacher was authorised to obtain tanks required in a school, and also a new rope for girls’ 

swing at a cost not exceeding 10s. The chairman drew the attention of the Committee to the 

wet and sloppy condition of the playground in the winter season, and thought as they had no 

fund at their command to put it in order it would be a good thing if the settlers would get up a 

bee, when the Local Board would furnish the necessary gravel. The secretary was also 

directed to write to the Board stating that in the opinion of the Committee, Miss E. Giles and 

Miss Carter were entitled to some remuneration for the services rendered by them in the 

infant school since October last, A communication was read intimating that Miss Challis had 

been appointed infant teacher from the commencement of the current year. Some other topics 

- having been discussed, the meeting adjourned about 10 o'clock p.m. 

16
th

 February 1881 The annual distribution to the children attending the Carterton School 

took place on Monday, afternoon in the Town Hall. 240 children.-were present, but only two 

of the  Committee, Messrs.  Fairbrother and Anderson-the former occupying the chair—and 

some 'half-a dozen of the children's friends and parents put in an appearance,  

The .following were the successful prize takers Committee prizes-Sixth Class, Arthur Moore, 

Edith 'Bowles; Fifth, John Bowles, Kate Carter; Fourth, Norman., Rutherford, Edith Carter; 

Third, Percy Gardener, Marion Carter; Second, Samuel Minifie , Kate Groube  First, Joseph 

Wakelin, Margaret Bowles; Infant Class, Clarence Moore, Winifred Armstrong. Private 

prizes —Boy's popularity prize,. presented by Mr. R. Fairbrother, Thomas  Sparkes; Girl's 

do., presented by Mrs. Fairbrother, Edith Giles; Mental arithmetic, Mrs. Price, gained by 

Henry : Moore; spelling bee, Mrs. Gardener, awarded to Leonard Giles; freehand drawing, 

Mr. Hooker, Edgar Rutherford; Map drawing, Edith Giles 1st, Edgar Rutherford 2nd. 

Teachers' 

prizes ;—Fifth .class, Charlotte Challis ;  Third, Edith Baggerley'; Second,' Lily Hambrook 

First Emily Clarke'; Infants' Class, Charlotte Cohen,  

A vote of thanks to the Chairman and cheers for the teachers brought  the meeting to a close, 

The average daily attendance since the re-assembling of the school  has  been 219, the full 

number of names on the roll being 270; so 'that on Monday: the full complement of the 

children , within 30 were present; and we.' cannot but-.congratulate 'Mr.' 'Samuel and the 

other teachers on the control have over the  children. 

9
th

 March 1881 Mrs.. Palmer was appointed to the  Carterton School as a probationary 

teacher for six months 

11
th

 March 1881 The committee of the Carterton school met on Monday last. Present—

Messrs. Fairbrother (chairman) Parker, Wolters, Anderson, Vickerstaff, Armstrong, and 

Whyte. The chairman informed the meeting that the  inspector, Mr. Lee, had paid an 

unannounced visit to the school, and that Mr. Samuel had taken the opportunity of drawing 

his attention to the limited number of teachers in proportion to the. average attendance of 



scholars, and the necessity of having an increase to the teaching staff. That Mr. Lee had at 

once seen the expediency of the representations made to him, and- promised to write to the 

Board himself on the matter, and as Mrs. Palmer, late of the Clareville School, was available, 

he suggested the Committee should meet at once, and if Mrs. Palmer were approved of, her 

name might he sent in as an eligible candidate or nominee for the additional vacancy, so that 

the matter might come before a meeting of the Board, which was to be held on the 16th Inst, 

Mr. Samuel waiting on the Committee explained that during-the last six months the average 

daily attendance of scholars had increased from 164 to 234, while the number of teachers had 

remained the same; and, while fully endorsing the remarks of the Chairman, expressed his 

belief that Mrs. Palmer would be a most valuable adjunct to the educational staff of the 

school, On discussion, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Wolters, seconded by ,Mr. 

Whyte that the Secretary write to the Education Board, pointing out the present average 

attendance, and asking the Board to make a further appointment, and at the same time to 

signify the Committee's approval of Mrs. Palmer being temporarily appointed by the Board, 

The resolution that Mr. Samuel should be authorised to procure forms for obtaining the ages 

of children at a cost not exceeding 15s, brought the. business of the evening to a close. 

15
th

 March 1881 The Committee of the Carterton school having received from the Education 

Board the plans for the contemplated additions to the building, will hold a special meeting on 

Tuesday evening next, to consider the same, There seems to be an impression that the 

additional accommodation proposed, is not nearly adequate to the requirements. We 

understand that there are 284 scholars on the books, and that the present average attendance is 

240, . 

17
th

 March 1881 The Carterton School Committee met last night for the purpose of approving 

the plans for the addition to the Schoolhouse prepared by the Architect to the Educational 

Department, which were passed subject to one  or two slight alterations suggested by the 

Committee 

22
nd

 April 1881 The Carterton School had a narrow escape from fire yesterday. Just before 

the children re-assembled after dinner one of the  boys observed smoke arising between the 

boards of the verandah floor, and immediately reported the  fact to the head master, who 

procured .in axe and cut an opening over the  spot where the smoke was thickest. A quantity 

of paper was found to be ablaze, and the verandah floor just igniting. The flames were 

quickly beaten out, and the school resumed. How the  fire originated is not yet known, but it 

is supposed one of the younger children had been amusing himself with a box of matches, 

and gathered all the  waste paper he could find into a heap and set fire to it, 

28
th

 April 1881 Tender for building let to Potts and Bennett 

29
th

 April 1881 The Carterton school committee meet this evening to enquire into the cause 

of the fire at the schoolhouse. a week or.so ago. Mr. Potts is the successful tenderer for the 

alterations and-additions to the school at £495. 

2
nd

 May 1881 The Committee of the Carterton School met at the schoolroom on Friday 

evening. Present—Messrs. Fairbrother (Chairman), Parker, Vickerstaff, Anderson, White and 

Armstrong, The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, letters were 

read from the Education Board re repairs and alterations to the school building. Mr. Samuel 

waited on the Committee re admitting children under six years of age , stating that there were 

several applications at present. It was resolved to write the Board re school accommodation 

during the course of repairs to the school, and stating that the Committee were making 

arrangements which would be submitted to the Board as soon as they were informed by what 

date the contractors would complete their work. The following accounts were then passed for 

payment:—Mr. Price, books and stationery, £7 19s 3d; Messrs. Payton & Co., advertising, 

15s; Mr. Catt, chimney of- school, £4. Mr. Samuel also stated that he had furnished the Board 

with particulars as to the remuneration to Misses Giles and Carter, but to date had received no 



reply. Mr. Samuel having laid before the Committee a report of the late fire at the school, it 

was resolved that the report be forwarded to the Board, and that it be pointed out that no 

damage had been done. The meeting then-adjourned. 

19
th

 May 1881 Mr. Turnbull  the well-known architect inspected yesterday the new School 

site at Masterton and the alterations now in progress at the Carterton School. 

26
th

 May 1881 A letter was received from the chairman of the Carterton School Committee, 

informing the Board that the local Town Hall was available for school purposes while the 

additions to the schoolhouse were being carried out, but that further accommodation would 

be required. As a Sunday schoolroom was offered at 15s. per week, it was recommended that 

it be accepted. In reply to a question, the secretary stated that 10s. per week was paid for a 

room at Masterton under similar circumstances. It was thereupon resolved that the same rate 

be offered for the room at Carterton. 

13
th

 June 1881 Mr. Turnbull the architect paid a second visit of inspection to the Carterton 

School last week,, but found nothing to inspect, Though half the contract time has expired, 

Messrs. Bennet and Potts, the contractors have not as yet placed any timber on the ground for 

the new wing. The delay is of course prejudicial to the interests of the school and the Board 

will no doubt take the necessary steps to put an end to it. 

16
th

 July 1881 The Carterton school re-opens for study on Monday. The additions to the 

school house are being' pushed on rapidly, and until the completion the senior children will 

be accommodated with the' Sunday School room. It was, perhaps, a fortunate thing these 

works were undertaken, as a large quantity of the skirting boards near the chimney were 

found' to be burnt and charred; and a fire might have occurred at any time, resulting in the 

destruction of the premises, 

27
th

 July 1881 At the meeting of the Education Board, this morning, a letter was read from 

the Carterton School Committee, asking for a bell which could be heard at a distance of two 

miles. In the event of the application being granted, they asked if the bell-tower, shown on 

the plan enclosed, would be strong enough to bear the bell. The chairman remarked that they 

had better ask the Ven. Archdeacon Stock, who knew something about bell-towers. 

(Laughter.) The Board declined to accede to the application, having no funds. 

9
th

 September 1881 On Wednesday evening a meeting of the Carterton School Committee 

took place, when the  bank balance was reported at £25 12s 5d, and arrangements made for 

the purchase of a bell for the turret on the new school building. The schoolmaster's return for 

the  past quarter showed 281 on the books, with an average attendance of 257 

10
th

 September 1881 in the evening the committee of the Carterton School met at the 

Institute, the main business being the selection of a bell for the cloister, and ultimately one 

was chosen, bell metal 18 inches in diameter, weight 141 lbs. (Pounds), at a cost of £14. The 

report of Mr. Samuels as to the  number of the scholars on the books and the usual average 

daily attendance, with other matters relating to the infernal working of the school, was tabled 

and discussed. 

20
th

 September 1881 An adjourned meeting of the Clareville School Committee was held in 

the schoolroom on .Saturday evening last, when there were present —Messrs. Bairstow 

(chairman), Burgess, Francis, Goodin, Nicholson, and Waldin. The minutes of the previous 

meeting were road and confirmed The Chairman reported that agreeably with the resolution 

passed at the last mooting, he had made enquiries as to the number of scholars formerly 

attending the Clareville School who had entered, the Carterton School during the current year 

from which it appeared that there were nine who had been so transferred—this number 

corresponding with that given in Mr. Barry's return. The following resolution was proposed 

by Mr. Waldin and seconded by Mr. Burgess, " That this Committee considers the letter sent 

to the Board by Mr. Goodin as a tissue  of falsehoods, as proved by information obtained 



from the Carterton School by the Chairman, and that this Committee fully approves of the 

teaching of the present muster…….. 

21
st
 September 1881 Sir—Our Sunday Schoolroom h a 9 been let to the local committee of 

the Carterton School during  the alterations of the latter, and a gate has been erected facing 

Richmond Road, for easy access, As we have been to some expense, and much time has been 

spent in beautifying the grounds surrounding the church, by planting ornamental trees and 

shrubs, you would naturally think that responsible parties would see that the recently-erected 

gate was kept closed. I am sorry  to say it is not so, and more than once I have seen the gate 

open, and our trees at the mercy of any' stray horse or cow. This is not as it should be, and 1 

hope the negligence has only to be called' attention to be remedied, Yours, &c, ' Churchman. 

27
th

 September 1881 The Carterton School boys have organised a Cricket Club in connection 

with the School, and the public have responded most liberally to an appeal for the 

wherewithal to purchase the cricketing tools required to commence practical with, over £11 

having been subscribed. The boys hare determined to make the Club a permanent institution 

of the School, and a credit to the town, They have decided upon a neat uniform, and if they 

practice in the same spirit in which they have organised the Club, the Carterton School boy's 

will make a name as famous for cricket as the Nelson College hoy's have for football, They 

will have the hearty assistance and encouragement of their Head-Master, as well as of the 

public so that they have every inducement' to become proficient. ' 

4
th

 October 1881 The Carterton school boys have taken 'he wind out of the sails of their 

seniors by holding their first cricket meeting on Thursday last, when young Grattan was 

elected Secretary and Treasurer to the club. They have collected in all about £14, and have 

made advantageous arrangements for obtaining bats, &c. 

18
th

 October 1881 A case of honesty has reached us which seems worthy of record, It appears 

that a few days since a lad named James Gorman, attending the Carterton school, found on 

the public road a handkerchief containing a considerable sum of money in coin, which he 

immediately took to the head master, Proper enquiries resulted in the discovery of the rightful 

owner of this treasure-trove, and the finder of the Bonanza was suitably rewarded. 

The Carterton School Cricket Club opened the season on Saturday afternoon with a match 

played in Mr. Bowles' paddock, adjoining the English Church, between two elevens chosen 

respectively by the head and second masters, which, after a closely contested game, resulted 

in favor of Mr. Samuel's team by four runs. At the termination of the match, hearty cheers 

were given by the victors for their plucky opponents, and were as cordially responded to. A 

fair sprinkling of spectators witnessed the  play with .evident satisfaction. Wo believe it, is in 

contemplation to challenge the Masterton boys to try conclusions at an early date, 

1
st
 November 1881 In a long letter written by Mr. John Vile against Mr. Barry of  the 

Clareville school this was included  

……… Mrs. Palmer was appointed assistant teacher in the school, commencing the discharge 

of her duties on the 15th of that month. Everything appears to have gone on peaceably until 

after the Christmas holiday, when no doubt Mr. Barry finding that the lady's teaching 

capacities were superior to his own, and that she was rather a thorn in his side, entered on a 

course of insults to her of such a nature as to anything but support her dignity with and 

control over the  children, and rather that of an overseer to his slaves than that of a gentleman 

and a schoolmaster to his assistant………. 

From TE ARA online encyclopedia  

Born in Bramford, Suffolk, England, on 3 November 1832, Elizabeth Mary Naylor came 

from a family of landed gentry with close connections to the Anglican church. Her father, 

George Naylor, was successively vicar of Bramford-cum-Burstall and Rougham in Suffolk; 



her paternal grandfather was a prebendary of Canterbury cathedral and headmaster of King's 

School, Canterbury. Her mother was Elizabeth Caroline Smith. 

Little is known of her early life, but she clearly received an excellent grounding in music, 

attaining a technical skill unusual for an amateur. On 31 May 1853, at London, she married a 

farmer's son, George Palmer. Three years later, accompanied by one of her brothers and his 

family, she, her husband and a daughter sailed for Nelson, New Zealand, arriving on the 

schooner Cresswell on 6 October 1856. A son was born during the voyage. 

The births of a further seven boys and four girls are recorded over the succeeding years, two 

dying in infancy. George Palmer found work mainly as a gardener or nurseryman. Financial 

necessity may have led Elizabeth Palmer to begin exploiting her musical talents 

professionally once her older children were able to help run the household. From 1871 she 

advertised as a teacher of music and singing from the family home in Waimea Street. She 

also began a career as a performer, and a promoter of theatrical events. 

In Nelson she organised musical evenings and dramatic entertainments with predominantly 

amateur casts. The latter, which characteristically featured a melodrama followed by assorted 

musical items and an amusing farce, proved particularly popular. A year or two later, joining 

forces with a resident Swedish-born violinist, Andrew Norberg, she added regular concerts in 

Picton and Blenheim to her schedule. Her daughter Alice, an accomplished singer and pianist 

by her late teens, usually took part in these, while Emily was an occasional participant. The 

programmes comprised ballads, piano variations on favourite airs, and operatic excerpts and 

arrangements. The frequency with which 'Mrs. Palmer and Herr Norberg' presented their 

'Popular Concerts', and the complimentary and appreciative reviews which greeted them, 

showed that they fulfilled a real need for public entertainment in the Marlborough area. 

By 1876 Elizabeth Palmer was giving concerts in Wellington, and she may briefly have taken 

up residence there. By 1878, however, the Palmer family had settled in Wairarapa, where 

Elizabeth continued her musical career. She gave concerts in Masterton, taught at Clareville 

School and continued to advertise as a private singing teacher. Unusually for a woman of the 

period, she was listed as a freeholder in Clareville. 

Her only known composition, a drawing-room ballad "Twas only a dream', for which she 

wrote both words and music, was published about 1884 and received favourable notice. 

Around the same time the Palmers moved to Wellington, which provided a larger stage for 

Elizabeth to display her talents. She remained active as a teacher and performer, and her 

concerts now featured such prominent musical figures as the tenor E. J. Hill and baritone 

John Prouse. In 1889, while visiting one of her married daughters, she made highly 

successful concert appearances in Dunedin. 

During the early 1890s Elizabeth Palmer's performing activities gradually ceased. She 

suffered from ill health, and her diary from this time reflects her strong religious faith in 

adversity. In 1895 the Palmers' fourth son, Herbert, was killed in a shooting accident in the 

Orongorongo valley. George Palmer died on 30 April the following year, and Elizabeth did 

not long survive these twin blows. She died at the family home in Marion Street, Wellington, 

on 31 May 1897. 



8
th

 December 1881 A son of Mr. Walter Francis, of the Taratahi, about 14 years of age, broke 

Ins arm midway between the elbow and shoulder yesterday, at the Carterton school, while 

throwing a ball m the playground 

16
th

 December 1881 The result of the examination held at the Carterton School during the 

early part of the week is a source of congratulation alike to the district as a whole and the 

head master Mr. E. Samuel and his assistants, and we can safely venture to assert that a more 

successful examination will not be recorded in the colony, even if  indeed it is equalled by 

any other school  Out of 177 pupils presented, 151 succeeded in  passing their standards-an 

average of 89 per cent. The .result of the examinations in the higher standards is particularly 

worthy of note. In the fourth and sixth every Candidate was successful, and in the fifth only 

one failed. The school breaks up on the 16th for the Christmas vacation, and studies will be 

resumed on the 24th January; 1882, when the annual distribution of prizes will take place, 

Appended is  a detailed statement'. :of the result of the examination,  

CARTERTON SCHOOL EXAMINATION 1881. .  

 Infants Standard 1 II III IV V VI Total  

No. on Books 93 42 42 42 23 20 12 274  

No. Presented  40 42 41 23 19 12 177  

No. Passed  37 38 23 23 18 12 151  

Percentage  93 90 56 100 95 100 89  

Present Classification 40 58 41 57 23 25 30 275  

Ed. Samuel, 14th Dec., 1881. Headmaster.  

PASSED STANDARD I. Robert Bassett, Jesse Bowles, George Burnett Jonas Cohen, James 

Colville, James Darroch, Ernest Dew, Edward Ensor, Robert Fitzgerald, John Floyd, Auguste 

Gustofson, John Kiddie, Charles Lawrence, Clarence Moore, Alfred Palmer, Thomas 

Robinson, Richard Skipper, Camden Sullivan, Josiah. Udy, Winnifred Armstrong, Elizabeth 

Bennett, Carlotta Cohen, Sarah Drew, Agnes Francis, Eva Grattan, Harriet Hambrook, Kate 

Barman, Annie Ingley, Mary Jensen, Caroline Lawrence, Constance Lippinski, Louisa Potts, 

Eliza Preston, Muriel Rutherford, Edith Udy, Annie Watson, Ellen Wilson.  

PASSED STANDARD II Ezekiel Aplin, John Bennett, Thomas Brooker, George Butler, 

William Carter, Robert Darroch, Alfred Dew, William Eagle, Herbert Greathead, Thomas 

Hercock, William Ingley, Frederick Mason, Henry McGill, Edward McPortland, Henry 

Merwood, Henry Rayner, Leonard Sullivan, Joseph Wakelin, Thomas Watson, Henry 

Wilson, Sophia Barlow, Margaret Bowles, Emily Clark, Sophia Dew, Margaret Diamond, 

Hannah Eagle, Beatrice Hughan,  Katrina Kjestrup, Mary McGill, Louisa Parker, Annie 

Payne, Helen Preston, Mary Ridgway, Edith Robinson, Ethel Rutherford,; Elizabeth Sunnex, 

Maria Wilde. ! PASSED STANDARD 111. Alfred Callister, William Catt, George Eagle, 

Henry Eagle, Albert Green, William Hambrook, Henry Johnson, John McPartland, Samuel 

Minifie, Frederick Palmer, Annie Bassett, Esther Bennett, Marion Carter, Martha Carter, 

Emma Eagle, Kate Johanna Mathieson, Harriet Peters, Groube, Lilly Hornbrook, Edith 

Hooker, Emma Preston, Emily Robinson, Clara Rutherford. 

PASSED STANDARD IV. Augustus Baggarley, George Bowles, James Catt, Norman 

Callister, John Colville, Thomas Dew, George Fitzgerald, Charles Stuart-Forbes, Percy 

Gardner, Herbert Hart, David Hercock, Robert Kiddie, Alfred Merwood, Cecil Palmer, John 

Vickerstaff, Edith Baggarley, Dinah Cohen, Emma Eagle, Elizabeth Eagle, Laura Jensen, 

Charlotte Palmer, Rebecca Vickerstaff, Charlotte White. 

PASSED STANDARD V. Sidney Diamond, Richard Fitzgerald, James Gorman, Herbert 

Grattan, William Green, James Hart, Henry Moore, Charles T, Bice, Norman Rutherford, 

Percy C. Rutherford, Edith Carter, Harriet Carter, Clara Francis, Charlotte Giles, Mabel 

Grattan, Severina Gustofson, Ada A. Harman, Harriet Vickerstaff. 



PASSED STANDARD VI. John Bowles, Arthur' Moore, Herbert Palmer, John Russell, 

Edgar Rutherford, Thomas Sparks, Kate Carter, Charlotte Challis, Emma Louisa Stuart-

Forbes, Marion E. Stuart-Forbes, Fanny Francis, Edith T. Giles 

17
th

 December 1881 Mr. Samuel, head master of the Carterton school, has succeeded in 

training 12 efficient scholars for the highest Standard. This should be gratifying both to 

parents and himself. 

24
th

 December 1881 An application for the payment of the cost of the bell procured for the 

Carterton school was declined by Wellington Education Board  

31
st
 December 1881 The, distribution of prizes at the Carterton School takes place on the 

24th. in the morning, and the remainder of ;the day.-will be dedicated to a picnic 

 

1882 
1882 218 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £290 $47,609 

1882 218 Carterton Mayhew Edward S 
 

Assistant Master £140 $22,984 

1882 218 Carterton Jones Eliza 
 

Assistant Female £80 $13,134 

1882 218 Carterton Fairbrother Frederick 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £60 $9,850 

1882 218 Carterton Robins Mary 
 

Assistant Female £60 $9,850 

1882 218 Carterton Challis Charlotte  
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £16 $2,627 

1882 218 Carterton Stuart-Forbes E L 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £16 $2,627 
19

th
 January 1882  Masterton School Committee notes included A letter was received from 

Mr. Kay, assistant at the Carterton school, ' stating that he was an applicant for the  second 

assistant mastership of the Masterton  School. Mr. Grundy (Head Teacher)reported very 

.favorably of the applicant., and it was decided that the Board should be informed that the 

Committee supported Mr. Kay’s appointment 

25
th

 January 1882 CARTERTON. Thirteen householders present. Messrs. R. Fairbrother 

(Chairman), J. Ridgway, E. Anderson, H. S, White, W. Vickerstaff, T. Moore, and W. Carter, 

elected. 

26
th

 January 1882 The annual distribution of prizes to the children of the Carterton school 

took place on Tuesday last in the old Town Hall, which could barely contain the crowd 

within the limits of its walls, Mr. E. Fairbrother, sen.,, occupied the chair, and distributed the 

prizes, which were both handsome and numerous. The Chairman, the Rev W. T. Western, 

and Messrs. Anderson, Gole,' and Samuel . in turn- briefly addressed the children'  After the 

table had been cleared of the. gifts with which it had been laden, .an adjournment was made 

to the paddock \ where sports of all kinds took place, and " were resumed after the children 

"had partaken of an excellent tea kindly provided by some of the resident ladies, until the ' 

shades of evening falling sent all the children to their homes, 

27
th

 January 1882 SIX OF THE NEWLY-ELECTED RESIGN; The election of the Carterton 

School Committee has resulted somewhat singularly—six out of the seven elected (the day 

after the election) having sent in their resignation, on the ground that the election was 

informal, though there is no doubt that the real cause of resignation—- ,and we-think it a very 

petty one—is ,that they object to sit with the only member who was elected , who has not 

resigned,  and, more than that, was not asked to resign, when the letter of resignation was 

being sent round, for signature. The attendance at Clareville, although it arose purely from 

party feeling, was a matter to congratulate the. District on, but the Carterton election shows 

the evil of plural  voting' most thoroughly. •The residents present at Carterton were Messrs. 

R. Fairbrother, A Armstrong, Wolters, Rev W. Western, S. Hart, H White, G. A Fairbrother, J 

Kay. E. Anderson, Cohen  and Vickerstaff . Of these Messrs. Armstrong and Wolters of the 

old Committee .refused to. Be nominated ,,and the consequence was as others refused to 



stand, there were not sufficient residents present to fill the seven offices, those nominated 

being the Rev W. T, Western and Messrs. R. Fairbrother, Hart, White, Anderson, and 

Vickerstaff. On this persons not present were nominated, until the list of nominees amounted 

to 14 or 15. Mr. Ridgway, .the obnoxious member elected, was nominated by Mr. Cohen and 

seconded by Mr. Armstrong, and, while we recognise Mr. Ridgway as an lioness 

hardworking settler, who has been over 20 years in the  district, we should have thought 

Messrs. Armstrong and Cohen had more sense than to have nominated him for an office, 

which wo feel sure he never aspired to, and for which he certainly is not fitted. The result of 

the ballot was that four residents present Messrs. R, Fairbrother, E, Anderson, W, Vickerstaff, 

and H. White—were elected, as were also Messrs. Ridgeway, Moore, and Carter, who were 

not-present, and whose consent to stand had not been obtained. ;.Two of the  ballot results 

will show what a perfect fiasco was made of the election, Mr. Fairbrother only polling 15 

votes at the head of the poll, Mr. Ridgway having 14, undoubtedly two plumpers, as next on 

the list. While, as Mr. Walden said at the Clareville election, "the. last year had been terrible," 

we should like to sec this year as terrible in Carterton-if it-will cause people to take more 

interest in these elections. 

28
th

 January 1882 Six out of the seven members of those elected on the Carterton school 

committee have sent in their resignation on the ground that there was an irregularity in the 

election, three out of the seven having neither been present at the meeting or 1 given their 

consent to be nominated. The scrutineers at the election were Messrs. G. A. Fairbrother and 

E. Cohen. No reply has, as yet, been received from the Board as to the course to be adopted ; 

but had the residents shown a little less apathy over the election the difficulty would not have 

arisen, and we trust it may be productive of good in the future 

28
th

 January 1882 DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES AT THE CARTERTON SCHOOL. 

A large number of children assembled on Tuesday last at the old town hall to receive the 

annual prizes. Mr. R. Fairbrother, Sen., took the chair, and the assemblage was addressed by 

the chairman, the Rev. W. T. Western, and Messrs. Anderson, Samuel, and Gole. The 

following is the prize list;— committee’s phizes. For regular attendance and good conduct. 

Infant Class—Boys: Frederick Sullivan, Edward Carter, Thomas Hart Girls: Isabel Groube, 

Harriet Roberts, Kate McPartland. Primer Class—Boys; Thomas Merewood. Girls : Nellie 

Rose. Standard I. —Boys : James Colville. Girls: Winifred Armstrong. Standard II.—Boys; 

William Eagle, Girls: Mary Ridgway. Standard III.—Boys: William Catt. Girls: Marion 

Carter. Standard IV.—Boys : Percy Gardener . Girls : Charlotte White. Standard V.—Boys : 

Charles T. Price. Girls: Edith Carter. Standard Vl.—Boys : John Russell. Girls ; Kate Carter. 

SPECIAL PRIZES, Most popular boy, Mr. R Fairbrother’s prize (allotted by the school 

children), Percy Gardener. Most popular girl, Mrs. R. Fairbrother’s prize (allotted by the 

school children), Marion Elizabeth Forbes. Needlework (plain—hand) under 13, Mrs. T. 

Moore’s prize. Elizabeth Eagle. Needlework (plain—hand), Mrs. T. Gole’s prize, Kate 

Carter. Map-drawing (boys), Mr. T. Gole’s prize, Percy Rutherford; (girls) Mrs. E. 

Anderson’s prize, Clara Francis. Essay (Standard VI.), “Education,” Mr. E Anderson’s prize, 

Clara Francis. 

Essay (Standard V.), ,“Out-doo sports," Mr. E. Anderson’s prize, Herbert Grattan Spelling 

Competition, Rev. W. T. Western’s prize, Dinah Cohen. Perseverance (Standard VI ), Mrs. 

Western’s prize, John Bowles. Perseverance (Standard V ), Mr. T. E Price's prize, James 

Gorman. Perseverance (Standard IV), Mr. T. Hooker’s and Mrs. E Eagle’s prizes, George 

Fitzgerald and John Vickerstaff . Perseverance (Standard III.), Mrs. Walter Francis’ prize, 

Henry Eagle. teachers’ prizes. For the best passes in the Standards. Miss Challis’ prizes—

infant Class : Boys. William White ; girls, Margaret McGill. Mrs. Jones’ prizes—Standard I 

Jesse Bowles ; girls, Muriel Rutherford. Mr. Fairbrother’s prizes—Standard ll.—Boys, 

Robert Darroch ; girls, Margaret Bowles. Mrs. Palmer's prizes Standard 111. —Boys. Alfred 



Callister ; girls. Kate Groube Mr. Kay’s prizes—Standard IV.— Boys, Cecil Palmer; girls. 

Emma Eagle. Mr. E. Samuel's (headmaster) prizes —Standard V.—Boys, Herbert Gnat tan 

and William Green ; Severina Gustofson. Standard VI., lower division—Boys. Herbert 

Palmer ; Fanny Francis and Kate Carter. Standard VI.. higher division Boys Thomas Sparks 

and Arthur Moore; girls, Emma Louisa Forbes and Marion Elizabeth Forbes. After the 

distribution of prizes the children adjourned to the paddock next to the building where games 

were indulged in An excellent tea was provided, and the  children dispersed early in the 

evening, having thoroughly enjoyed themselves and the prize takers happy in the possession 

of their gifts 

22
nd

 February 1882 A curious condition of affairs was  disclosed in a letter, to the Education 

Board this morning, from six members of the Carterton School Committee tendering their 

resignations, because a seventh person had been elected to sit with them whom they 

considered " objectionable," and " co-operation with him being, in their opinion, impossible." 

It was pointed out that the Board | had nothing to do .with the resignations of any members of 

a school committee. The Act prescribed that in the event of vacancies occurring, otherwise 

than by the effluxion of time, the remaining members of the committee were to fill them. It 

was, therefore, at first considered that the " objectionable " committeeman was in the position 

of being able to fill up the vacancies by electing six of his own nominees. On a further 

perusal of the Act, however, it appeared that no action could be ta en by a committee unless a 

quorum of three members were present, and that there being only one member left, it was 

manifestly impossible for him to constitute a meeting for the purpose of carrying out the 

election. The practical effect, therefore, seems to be that Carterton will have to do for a year 

without any school committee at all. And some of the  members of the Board were wicked 

enough to suggest that the school would probably get on just as well without one 

15
th

 March 1882 Several of the friends and pupils of Mr. Kay, late assistant master at the 

Carterton school and recently promoted to Masterton, recognising his useful services in the 

district where he had been located for the  past two years, will present him with a testimonial 

in record of his services on Friday evening, A choice frame to enclose the  address has been 

prepared by Mr. A. Andrews, 

2
nd

 February 1882 Certificated Assistant, Carterton; salary from £140 to £170, according to 

classification 

22
nd

 February Mr. Brown appointed assistant Carterton 

31
st
 March 1882 The curious difficulty with regard to the election of the Carterton School 

Committee was again mentioned at to-day's meeting of the Education Board. It will be 

remembered that immediately the committee had been elected, six out of the seven members 

resigned, as they objected to the seventh. It was now reported that he, too; — Mr. Ridgway 

— had since decided to resign, so that the committee had become defunct. The Board 

authorised the necessary steps being taken with a view to the election of a new committee 

without delay. 

1
st
 April 1882 Stops are about to be taken to elect a School Committee for Carterton, all the 

members of the original one having vanished into space 

4
th

 April 1882 A month’s leave of absence was granted to Miss Nott of the Carterton school 

on the ground of ill health 

6
th

 April 1882 Mr. Brown, the assistant-master, in the place of Mr. Kaye, at the Carterton 

school, and Mr. Laing, who takes Mrs. Jones’ place (not Miss Nott’s, as reported In our last 

issue), during her leave of absence, assumed their duties on Wednesday morning. 

14
th

 April 1882 In the  list, of District Town Schools I include all schools beyond the City 

which have no less than one hundred names on the books, There we eight schools in this 

classification containing 1582 children. Of these the  Masterton, Carterton, and Taita Schools 

are the best. Greytown, Feathers ton, and Lower Hutt Schools are doing satisfactory work, 



The work in the  higher standards at Featherston and Greytown is below the  average. The 

Carterton School is in a high state of efficiency, the  third standard class alone showing any 

weakness. The work of the 5th and 6th Standards taught by Mr. Samuel himself was. all 

round, as good as I have seen-the writing, spelling, and arithmetic being excellent. This 

school  possesses the highest standard classification of the District Town Schools, The work 

of. the first assistants in the Featherston and Masterton schools. which last year was weak, is 

much improved this year, All these eight schools are at present Fortunato in having well 

qualified, efficient, and experienced  teachers, who may, I trust, be relied upon to do good 

work year by year 

15
th

 April 1882 The Education Board have reconsidered their appointment of a master to the 

Waihakeke school and Mr. Austin who has lately been acting as a temporary assistant  master 

at the Carterton school has been put in charge and .will commence his duties on Monday 

27
th

 April 1882 The Education Board has granted the sum of £12 to the Carterton committee 

for a school bell. 

31
st
 May 1882 The Education Board has granted the sum of £12 to the Carterton committee 

for a school bell. 

3
rd

 June 1882 It is in contemplation to form a cadet rifle corps in connection with the 

Carterton school. A large number of the boys have long desired it, and Sergeant Major Bezar, 

in conjunction with Mr. Samuel, has now taken the matter in hand and there is every 

likelihood of its being brought to a successful issue. On Monday afternoon the drill instructor 

will go down to the school and the matter will be dealt with by the committee in the evening 

3
rd

 June 1882 The Committee of the Carterton School hold their usual monthly meeting in-

the. schoolroom on Monday evening, and among other waiters to be brought before it will be 

the formation of a cadet corps in connection  with the  school;. With the large number, of lads 

of an eligible age attending the- school, we  do not think there is- much chance of the 

Committee opposing the movement.. Long since between two and three years ago—the boys' 

wished ;a corps to'' be formed, but somehow or other  the matter has not been successfully 

taken up until the present movement; when' Mr. Samuel thinks it will be beneficial to the 

talking o! the boys, and the district drill-instructor, ,Sergeant-Major Bezar, has desired the 

matter carried out, to augment his cadet forces in  Greytown and Masterton. The advantages 

of 'such a corps will at once ~be obedience to their masters in school will follow them with 

their officers outside and in the course of a few years instead of joining a senior corps as raw 

recruits with everything to learn, they will become members with full knowledge of their drill 

and the  duties' they have to perform 

6
th

 June 1882 The Carterton School Committee met at the Schoolhouse on Monday evening. 

Present Messrs. Fairbrother, Moore, Callister, Anderson, and Whyte, the latter apologising 

for the non-attendance of Mr. Vickerstaff. through indisposition.; The minutes of the last 

"meeting were read and confirmed,; It was resolved—That the bonus due to Mr. Armstrong 

be paid to him, and on the schoolmaster's report being read it was also resolved—That the 

Chairman speak to the Constable relative to enforcing the attendance of certain children at the 

school; that this Committee is willing that the Rifle Volunteer Drill Instructor attend at the 

school once a week to drill the children and form a Cadet Corps; that Mr. Samuel be 

authorised to expend the sum of £16 in books and maps, &c, most urgently needed:; that the 

Secretary inform the Board that the boys have subscribed £5, Mr. Samuel also £5, and 

requesting the Board to supplement that ,£ for £, to enable a set of scientific apparatus, to be 

obtained for the school, The Secretary was directed to write to Mr. Baggarly that, they could 

not deal with, the complaint made, and that the master was the proper person to regulate the 

conduct of the school. Messrs. Anderson- and Callister were appointed a sub-committee to 

ascertain the best way of getting the water off the playground; and to have the work done. 

The Secretary was directed to draw the attention of  the Board to the danger to the building 



from fire, owing to the manner in which the fire-places were constructed. The Committee 

dispersed about 9.30 p.m. 

20
th

 July 1882 The Government have declined to accept the services of the Carterton school 

cadet corps pending the re-organisation of the volunteer forces ; but the drill instructor to the 

Valley corps has been empowered meanwhile to drill the boys 

29
th

 June 1882 Miss Challis pupil Teacher Carterton Resignation accepted 

27
th

 July 1882 Miss Stuart Forbes appointed pupil teacher 

5
th

 August 1882 The Debating Club, started some two months since, is proving a success. On 

Tuesday evening the question of whether a British protectorate or national government solely 

for Egypt were most desirable was exhaustively opened in favor of the protectorate by Mr. E. 

Samuel, bead master of the Carterton School, and a division did not take place till 10.30……. 

5
th

 September 1882 The Carterton School Committee met ' last evening there being  only just 

a bare quorum present. The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and ' 

confirmed, the bunk balance was reported ) at £l 18s 3d and two small accounts passed  for 

payment. It was resolved that the Town Board be applied to for payment  of £6 5s long 

owing, and that the chairman be authorised to procure a cupboard , to contain scientific 

apparatus obtained at  a cost not exceeding £16, and that, the cost of the apparatus be 

deducted by the Board from the capitation grant. With  regard to the removal of one of the 

pupil  teachers lately from the school, some discussion and enquiry ensued, but the 

Committee resolved that the matter was not within their province to deal with, ' and that all 

further communications must  be sent direct to the Board. The chairman and Mr. Callister 

were appointed school visitors for the current month, 

6
th

 September 1882 The Carterton School Committee met last night. The Chairman, in the 

absence of the master (Mr. E. Samuel), who had been very ill during the last fortnight, 

reported, from information received from him, that the daily average attendance was fully up 

to par on the previous month’s report ; also, that the scientific apparatus applied for had been 

forwarded by the Board. With regard to the removal, lately, of one of the pupil teachers, it 

was resolved that the matter was out of the jurisdiction of the Committee to deal with, and 

that all future communications must be sent direct to the Education Board at Wellington. The 

Chairman (our esteemed old townsman, Mr. R Fairbrother, sen.) and Mr. H. Callister were 

appointed visitors for the month.  

There was a good muster of our local Rifles last night under the command of Captain 

Bennett, and in the afternoon the Drill Instructor, Sergeant-Major Bezar, held his  usual drill, 

at the Carterton School, with three dozen of the youngsters on parade. The boys are shaping 

extremely well 

7
th

 September 1882 usual monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee took place on 

Monday evening. Present-Mister R Fairbrother (chairman), Moore, Callister, Wolters and G. 

A. Fairbrother (secretary). The minutes of the last meeting stake read and confirmed. The 

Chairman apologised for the absence of Messrs. Anderson, Vickerstaff, and Whyte. It was 

resolved that die Secretary apply to the Town Board for L 6 5s due.  

A letter was read, intimating that correspondence from committees must be forwarded two 

days previously to the meeting of the Board, to be considered at the monthly meetings, and 

official correspondence from committees and teachers would go post free, on being marked 

0.P.S 0. The following accounts were passed  tor payment-A. Andrews, 10s; R. Fairbrother, 

6s 6d. In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chairman reported the Bank balance at L1 18s 3d 

The Chairman said that it probably bad not been known to all of them that Mr. E. Samuel had 

been very ill for some days past, and had therefore been unable to furnish  his usual report. 

He had, however, been requested to state diet the daily average attendance had in no way 

retrograded and had been quite up to par, especially considering the late inclemency of the 

Weather.  



The Committee would remember an application had been made to the Education Board for 

some scientific apparatus. These had not only been obtained by the Board, but forwarded, and 

It remained with the committee to decide whether they would them and provide for the cost. 

On the motion of Mr. Wolters, seconded by Mr. Callister, it was resolved that the chairman 

be authorised to spend a sum not exceeding 25s m procuring a suitable cupboard, and that the 

Board deduct the cost of the apparatus out of the neat capitation grant.  

The chairman stated that the removal of Miss Challis from the school was in no way 

attributable to Mr. Samuel. Mr. Wolters moved that the secretary write to Miss Challis that 

the question of her removal is one that the committee cannot deal with, and that any future 

communications must be addressed to the Education Board direct.  

Mr. Richardson (Sic) was complimented upon her teaching. Mr. Moore said from what he 

had seen and from what he had heard from his children, they never had a better teacher tor 

young children. The Chairman and Mr. Callister were appointed visitors of the school for the 

month, Mr. Callister called attention to the drilling of£ the boys. They had been kept by the 

drill instructor of the Carterton Volunteer Ride Corps swinging their ante for two minutes and 

a half, and it was too much for boys who had to milk cows afterwards. The general 

expression of feeling wee that the children were not put through more than ordinary exercise 

11
th

 October 1882 Daring the past week the two local School Committees have held 

meetings, but the business, save in the reception in each case of the assistant master and 

.mistress’ resignations, was unimportant. At the Carterton School, during the past quarter,  

with 267 on the roll, the average working attendance has been 218, the highest on any one 

day having been 256. At Clareville, with 110, the average has been eighty. ' 

26
th

 October 1882 The Education Board of Wellington has appointed Mrs. Palmer a teacher 

in the Clareville school, Miss Robins and Mr. Fairbrother to the Carterton school. 

11
th

 November 1882 CARTERTON SCHOOL EXAMINATION. 

 Mr. Lee, the Inspector under the Wellington Board of Education, was occupied-' during  

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in conducting the animal examination of the above school. 

The school has, since the last inspection, labored under several disadvantages ; the delicate 

health of the head master, Mr. Samuel, the constant change of the superintendent in the third 

standard, and the fact that only ten months have elapsed since the previous examination. An 

regards section 111, the passes in which are the weak points of the school during that period, 

it has had no less than four teachers, and during part of the time there has been no regular 

teacher at all. Taking the school, however, as a whole and this fact especially into 

consideration, the percentage  of passes, 86, must  be considered a very creditable result. 

There are 270 children at present on the' books, and the actual attendance at the examination 

was 263. In writing, nearly the whole of the children obtained the full number of marks, and 

at the conclusion of the examination Mr. Lee expressed his satisfaction at the extremely neat 

manner in which the whole of the work had been done. The grammar papers were far above 

the average of those he was in the habit of receiving, and the work of the upper standards 

throughout was very good, He congratulated the school on the work done by Mr. Samuel, and 

it only required regularity of attendance on the part of the pupils, and attention to their work, 

to derive the full benefit of the opportunities offered them. That this encomium on Mr. 

Samuel is not undeserved maybe gathered from the fact that with one exception during the 

three years he has had charge of the school all the pupils in the various standards are one year 

pupils, i.e., have been successful in passing the standard for which they have been presented 

every successive year. One item of the examination out of the ordinary groove of preceding 

years was the drill of the boys by Sergt. Major Bezar, the drill instructor of the Valley Rifle 

Corps, which extended over an hour. So pleased was Mr. Lee with the efficiency of the boys, 

that he expressed his intention of personally interviewing Colonel Reader, with a view of ' 

getting the services of the boys accepted as a cadet corps. • 



We regret to inform our readers that Mr. Samuel's health is anything but satisfactory, and we 

trust' a leave of; absence will be granted to him to recoup his health, as his services in 

connection with this school cannot be too highly estimated. The children had a holiday for the 

remainder of this week, but will start work on Monday until the Christmas vacation. 

 We append tabulated statement , showing result of examination 

Standard  I  II III IV V VI Total 

Presented 48 33 45 12 13 12 164 

Passed 47 32 28 9 12 9 137 

 

16
th

 November 1882 Pressure upon our space prevented us from giving the names of the 

successful candidates at the recent examination in a former issue 

Passed Standard I —Charles Allen, Howard Armstrong, Arthur Baggarley, Samuel Baggarly 

David, Benge, William Benge, Albert Bond, Edwd. Carter, William Davies, Wm. Daysh, 

Daniel Gorman, Thomas Hart, Chas. Hodder, H. Hodder, Arthur Hunt, Henry Lippinski, 

Thomas Merwood, Cecil Rutherford, Herbert Sandilands, George Sunnex, Wm. Wakelin, 

Wm. Watson, Wm. Whyte, Alice Andrews, Clara Andrews, Bella Armstrong, Mary Callister, 

Louisa Campin, Annie Dalgety, Jessie Dalgetty, Elizabeth Daysh, Mabel Dixon, Mary Ann 

Field, Mary Gorman, Jessie Hughan, Marion Ingley, Elizabeth Lawrence, Cecilia Lindop, 

Margaret McGill, Elizabeth Palmer, Ada Hank, Mary Robinson, Alice Sayer, Ellen Trenerry, 

Sybal White, Lucy Williams, Mary Yule.  

Passed Standard II—Robert Bartlett, R, Bassett, Jesse Bowles, George Burnett, James 

Darroch, Robert Fitzgerald, Augusta Gustofson, John Kiddie, Charles Lawrence, Ernest 

Leppien, Clarence Moore, Alfred Palmer, Arthur Sandilands, Camden Sullivan, Josiah Udy, 

Winnifred Armstrong, Elizabeth Bennett. Sarah Dalgetty, Ellen Davies, Eva Grattan, Kate 

Harman. Margaret Hughan; Annie Ingley, Mary Jensen, Caroline Lawrence, Constance 

Lippinski, Isabel Long, Eva Parker, Muriel Rutherford, Edith Udy, Annie Watson, Ellen 

Wilson. Passed Standard III—Thomas Aplin, John Bennett, Robert Darroch, George L. Giles, 

Henry Merwood, Herbert Moore, Joseph Wakelin, Mary Ann Aplin, Ellen Armstrong, 

Gertrude Baggarley, Margaret Bowles, Margaret Burnett, Miriam Carter, Emily Clarke. 

Hannah Eagle, Margaret Fitzgerald, Emily Harman, Eliza Hercock, Ellen Hughan, Katrina 

Kjestrup, Jane Peters, Mary Ridgway, Amy Sandilands, Edith Saywell, Susan Saywell, 

Elizabeth Sunnex, Ethel Teal, Maria Wilde. 

Passed Standard IV- John Bond, Alfred Callister, Henry Johnson, Frederick Palmer, Thomas 

Sandilands, Annie Bassett, Martha Carter, Harriet Peters, Ada Rutherford.  

Passed Standard V—James Callister, Norman Callister James Catt, George Fitzgerald, 

Charles Stuart Forbes Percy Gardener, Alfred Merwood, Cecil Palmer, John Vickerstaff, 

Edith Baggerley , Elizabeth Eagle, Charlotte White  

Passed Standard VI Richard Fitzgerald, James Gorman, Herbert Grattan, *Arthur Moore, 

Henry Moore, *Herbert Palmer, Chas. T Price, Richard H. Rathbone, Percy Rutherford, Edith 

Carter, *Kate Garter, Charlotte A. Giles. _ *includes three previous passes. 

17
th

 November 1882 MR ; GRUNDY'S JUSTIFICATION, TO THE EDITOR. Sir,—ln your 

issue of last evening is a letter written by Mr. Grundy, of the Masterton School, in which be; 

says; " That although she has displayed marked ability in her studies, yet, as a teacher, she 

had failed to give that satisfaction which would have warranted her promotion," As this 

passage is calculated to prejudice' the advancement of my daughter as a teacher, to prevent a 

false impression going forth would you kindly allow me.to plate that long before the date of 

'Mr. Grundy's letter he supplied my daughter with a most flattering testimonial respecting  her 

abilities as a teacher, and that it was through this high recommendation that she received an 

appointment in the Carterton School similar !o that to which, she aspired, but was prevented 

from obtaining, in the Masterton School How Mr. Grundy should, refer-to my daughter's, 



abilities in damaging term’s after the testimonials he gave her, and which' can; be produced if 

necessary, I am at loss to understand, Besides, he has made ; no concealment of the fact that 

he entertains a strong aversion to pupils being promoted to the rank of teachers in the school 

in which they receive their education, and .that this was his sole reason for not recommending 

my daughter, of whose merits he has had ample proof, and recommending a candidate about 

whom he acknowledges he knows nothing 

7
th

 December 1882 The Carterton school committee met on Monday evening. Present—

Messrs. R,. Fairbrother (chairman), Moore, Callister, and Vickerstaff. The chairman stated he 

had received a letter from the Education Board authorising the. expenditure of £25 on fencing 

the school ground, and notifying that Mr. T, F, Fairbrother had been appointed assistant 

master to the end of the year. It was resolved that tenders be called for nine chains of close 

fencing, The secretary .was instructed to thank Mr. Mayhew’s (the head master during Mr. 

Samuel's absence) for his report, and to inform him that the committee would support him in 

any measures he might take for suppressing stone throwing. It was resolved that the annual 

distribution of. prizes should take place after the holidays, 

21
st
 December 1882 The Carterton school sends four competitors to Grey town for the 

Competition for the Board of Education ‘Scholarship—Amelia Giles, Arthur Moore, 

Rathbone, and T. Price. A competition took place yesterday for two prizes offered to the boys 

who would best put the cadet squad through their-drill. Sergeant-Major Bezar, the drill, 

instructor to the Valley corps, acted as judge, and the prizewinners turned up in Percy 

Gardener 1, Arthur Moore 2, the next in order of merit being James Vickerstaff and Trenton 

Price. The way in which these boys handled the squad was alike a credit to themselves and 

their instructor. The annual distribution of prizes and the school treat will take place about the 

middle of January. The competition for prizes, which will be distributed by Mr. W. C. 

Buchanan, M.H.R., commenced this morning, and will probably last over the rest of the 

week. 

1883 
 

1883 181 Carterton Samuel Edward 
 

Headmaster £290 $49,605 

1883 181 Carterton Dempsey Walter N 
 

Assistant Master £160 $27,368 

1883 181 Carterton Rutter Elizabeth 
 

Assistant Female £110 $18,816 

1883 181 Carterton Jones Eliza 
 

Assistant Female £80 $13,684 

1883 181 Carterton Robins Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $13,684 

1883 181 Carterton Moore Arthur 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £30 $5,132 

1883 199 Carterton Stuart-Forbes E L 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,421 
13

th
 January 1883 Mr. Mayhew, the acting head master at the Carterton School, has shewn up 

the prizes which are to be distributed to the successful scholars at the recent examination on 

the 18th inst. So far as the books are concerned, they are handsome, valuable gifts, and have 

been most judiciously selected. The remaining prizes consist of reticules, desks, ivory and 

gold pencil-cases, a. telescope, etc. The distribution will be made at the old Town Hall, at one 

.o'clock sharp, by Mr. W C. Buchanan, M.H.R and all parents and guardians and friends of 

the children are particularly requested to attend. The children are to assemble at the 

schoolhouse punctually at 12.15, and a capital programme of sports has been drawn, up; 

which will' take place in Mr. Callister’s paddock adjoining the school during the afternoon, 

after which a treat in the shape of a good tea and usual dainties will take, place in the hall as a 

conclusion to the business of the day. 

20
th

 January 1888 The distribution of prizes to the scholars of the Carterton School took place 

yesterday, at the old town hall, and beyond the 240 children present, there was a large 



attendance of parents and friends. Mr. Buchanan, M.H.R. for the district, was to have given 

the prizes away, but was unable to be present, and the distribution was therefore made by Mr. 

R. Fairbrother, senr., the chairman of the school committee. The hall was very tastefully 

decorated with flags, floral mottoes, and devices and festoons of evergreens. Messrs. 

Fairbrother and Booth gave addresses to the children, urging regularity of attendance, good 

conduct, and industry, and a few special words to those who were leaving the school to enter 

on the duties of life. The good attendance prizes were thoroughly well earned by Henry 

Moore, Robert Darroch, and Percy Gardner, the_ two former not having been absent on a 

single occasion, throughout the year since the school has been opened, and the. latter only 

twice. The prizes were handsome, diversified, and judiciously selected, and evidently well 

appreciated by the recipients.. After school some of the boys were off to cricket, in Mr. 

Vickerstaff’s paddock, while sports for money and other prizes, and games usually incidental 

to such occasions were -indulged in by the other children in Mr. Callister’s paddock 

adjoining the school, under the superintendence of the committee, the master, Mr. Mayhew, 

and one or two of the seniors. At 6 p.m. the tea-bell was rung, the girls taking first tarn at the 

tables, the boys succeeding them, and the seniors coming in for the balance of the spoil. The 

catering was carried out on an ample and particularly good sole, and thanks are due to the 

many ladies who not only provided the repast, but worked so energetically in attending to the 

wants of  the little ones. Sports and games were then engaged in up till dusk, when the 

school-bell rang, and the separation for home took place, none too early, as many of the very 

younger children were evidently dead beat. The whole affair went off capitally without a 

single hitch or mishap, and reflects credit on all who bore a hand in carrying it to a successful 

issue 

25
th

 January 1883 CARTERTON SCHOOL. The annual public meeting of resident 

householders, to receive the reports of the outgoing, and elect new committees, took place at 

the different schoolhouses in the vicinity last night. The balance-sheets in all cases within my 

knowledge show the schools to which they refer to be financially in a healthy condition, but 

returns have not yet been received of the meetings at Waihakeke, Matarawa, and Parkvale. 

The only difference in the personnel of the Carterton committee has been the substitution of 

Mr. Gole for Mr. Walters, the other duties of the latter necessitating his declining to again 

take office. At the committee meeting held subsequently, Messrs. Fairbrother and Anderson 

were reelected to the respective offices of chairman and treasurer, which they have 

satisfactorily held for some years past. It was resolved that the meetings of the committee 

should be held on the first Monday in each month at 7.30 p.m. 

26
th

 January 1883 CARTERTON SCHOOL. The retiring Committee who have held office 

during the past year met at the school house on Tuesday evening, prior to the annual public 

meeting of house holders, those present being Messrs.  Wolters (voted to the chair), Whyte, 

Moore, and Vickerstaff The chairman apologised for the absence of the remainder of the 

Committee who had to proceed to town as witnesses in a case before the Supreme Court. The 

minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed and correspondence tabled. 

Accounts amounting to £7 18s 6d , wore submitted to the committee and passed for payment. 

The annual statement of accounts showed the gross receipts and expenditure to have been 

receipts, £85 12 s 10d; expenditure £80 0s 2d, leaving a balance in Bank of New Zealand of 

£5 12s to the credit of the committee.  

Mr. Snodgrass was appointed auditor for the ensuing year.  

The balance-sheet was adopted as read, subject to audit,  

A draft of the annual report of the Committee was read and considered and after a few 

alterations adopted in the following form .- "Since the election of this committee on the 17th 

April last, twelve committee meetings have been bold. During our term of office a valuable 

addition has been made to the School, requirements in the form of reading books, books of 



reference, and a set. of scientific apparatus, Mr. Bezar, drill instructor for Wairarapa, was 

invited to give instructions to the eider boys and kindly consented, giving fortnightly 

instructions since June last. The water was found to lie in the School ground and a suitable 

boxed culvert has been put in and found to fully answer the purpose for which it was erected. 

There is now in course of erection a suitable fence round the school ground, the contract for 

which is in the hands of Mr. Harman, the price being £31 15s, £25 of which will be paid by 

the Education Board The compulsory clauses of the Education Act was brought into 

operation towards the latter end of 1881, bat no special action has been taken to give effect to 

the resolution, no necessity for enforcing the same having arisen. The relations of the 

Committee with the Head-Master and other teachers, are in every way satisfactory, though| 

several changes have taken place during the year or instance - Mr. Kay, who resigned the 

position of assistant master in the beginning of the year was replaced by the promotion of Mr. 

Thos. F. Fairbrother from the position of pupil teacher. The assistant mistressship, of which 

had been ably filled by Mrs. Palmer and rendered vacant by that lady’s removal to Clareville, 

was refilled by the appointment of Miss Robins. Pupil teacher Challis having resigned, her 

place was filled by the appointment of Miss L, Forbes. The place vacant by the promotion of 

Mr. Fairbrother has not yet bum filled. The health of Mr. Samuel, headmaster, having been 

very indifferent, a month's leave was granted to him, and during his absence Mr. Mayhew has 

ably filled that position. ! On the 18
th

 instant a fete was held in connection  with the school, 

and a number of valuable prizes procured by public subscriptions were distributed, the 

awards being made by Mr. Mayhew who had taken considerable pains to secure both. the 

prizes and the enjoyment, of the children during; the holidays.—Carterton School Committee, 

January 22, 1883.”  

Thee public meeting was then held, very few being present. the report of the Committee was 

adopted. Nominations for the new committee were then made and a ballot was taken, Messrs. 

Snodgrass and Mayhew acting as scrutineers, resulting as reported in our last issue A vote of 

thanks was passed to the retiring committee. Commendatory remarks were made as to the 

excellent manner in which Mr. Mayhew conducted the school while acting tor Mr. .Samuel 

and the energy he had displayed in obtaining contributions for prizes, and the successful 

carrying out of the programme of the  day on their distribution. 

The statutory meeting of the  newly elected committee then look place. Present—Mr. Moore 

(voted to the chair pro tem) Whyte, Vickerstaff, and Gole. The minutes of the last meeting 

were read and confirmed. Mr. Fairbrother was elected chairman, and Mr. Anderson treasurer. 

The  appointment of secretary was allowed to stand over. An extension of time for two weeks 

was granted to Mr. Harman to complete his school fencing contract. Meetings are to be held 

on the first Monday in every month 

30
th

 January 1883 special meeting of the : Committee of the Carterton School was held on 

Monday evening, all the members being in attendance. The Chairman (Mr. R. Fairbrother) 

said he had called the members together in , consequence of reports' that were flying about 

the town and letters that had appeared in the local : press  respecting the collection for and 

.purchase of prizes that had boon presented a short time back. There were one or two other 

matters that would have to be brought forward, but perhaps they had better take this one first 

as the most urgent. The letters that had appeared on the subject in the last two issues of the 

Observer were then read. 

The Chairman thought it might have been hatter if" Contributor" had in the first place 

brought the matter before the committee to inquire into instead of through the press, but he 

had thought it right  to bring, the matter before them as it had got abroad. If they went by 

hearsay, and what he knew had been told him and others by Mr. Mayhew, some £18 had been 

collected, and if he could show what had been received and how it had been expended, that 

would clear him. He produced the duplicate of a voucher from Messrs.  Bullock Bros, which 



only showed an outlay of £6 17s,  but he had told him he had about a couple of pounds in 

hand prior to the sports The matter was provocative of  'great deal of discussion, and 

ultimately the following resolution was passed of which the Chairman undertook to let Mr. 

Mayhew have a copy 

That Mr. Mayhew be  'requested. to attend the committee on Tuesday the 30th init,, at 8 p.m. 

and furnish the chairman with a written statement  showing. the amount collected; by him on 

account of the annual - school treat, and' prizes distributed; on the. 18
th

 inst :with itemized 

details, Showing how the .same was received, and 'the amount given by each contributor, also 

an account of the amount expended verified by  members, and pay over the balance, if any, 

remaining in his hands of the money so collected to the chairman. That if he fail to do so the 

matter would be! reported-to the Education Board,"\ 

A discussion then ensued as to the inadequacy of the teaching .power in the school, and it 

was resolved : " That in' the opinion of this 'Committee two .competent teachers are required  

in the school., and that the Board be requested to. furnish the same." Messrs. Blair, Beetham, 

and Booth were nominated for the Education Board, The meeting then adjourned until 8 p.m. 

on Tuesday evening 

31
st
 January 1883 Mr. Moore appointed Pupil Teacher at Carterton 

31
st
 January 1883 The inspector’s report included They regretted to have to report that none 

of the candidates in the Wairarapa District scored the necessary 516 marks. One of them, 

however, Arthur Moore, of Carterton, came within 16 marks of the  number, Mid it remained 

with the Board to determine whether, in these circumstances, they would award the 

scholarship or not. 

31
st
 January 1883 The adjourned special meeting of  the Carterton School Committee took  

place on Tuesday evening, all the  members being present. The Chairman read a long letter  

from Mr. Mayhew in reply to the resolution passed at the previous  meeting, stating that he 

had been unable owing to the short notice given  him and having lost the subscription list , to 

furnish the statement asked  for. He would, however, insert an advertisement in the paper 

asking all who had contributed to furnish him with their names and the amounts they had 

given, and would obtain similar information from the children, and would be prepared to 

furnish the balance sheet at the meeting of the committee to be held on Monday next and 

would pay over the balance in his bands to the chairman as requested. Considerable 

discussion ensued on the letter, dissatisfaction being expressed by several members of the 

committee on the meagre information furnished and Mr. Mayhew's proposal, as the matter 

had been within his knowledge over a week, and ultimately the following resolutions were 

passed, viz.: -" That the Education Board be requested to send a head master to take charge of 

the school until Mr. Samuel's return." It was resolved to wire the above resolution to the 

Board the first thing in the morning, with letter, which would reach the Board during its 

sitting. " That Mr. Mayhew be granted till Monday next to furnish the committee with the 

statement of accounts asked for." 

The Chairman, Messrs. Callister and Vickerstaff were appointed a subcommittee to have  the 

pump put in order and the well dosed, if  necessary 

31
st
 January 1883 The adjourned special meeting of the Carterton School Committee was 

held on 'Tuesday, all the members  as-on the previous evening, being present.' A letter was 

read'-from Mr. Mayhew asking for time to furnish' the account asked for, as owing to the 

limited time  given him, and his having lost. The subscription list he had been unable to do 

so;'; He would however by advertisement in the: paper and inquiry from the children 

endeavor to ascertain the names .of those who; had contributed and the amounts/ given and 

hoped to be able to furnish that  account at the monthly committee meeting: on Monday next;' 

He" believed he had lost the list either going to or returning, from Masterton, and was -

prepared to hand over the balance.in ; his hands to the Chairman, . 



Mr. Moore thought there was  nothing satisfactory in the letter, Why had not Mr. Mayhew 

handed over, the money and furnished the account before, He knew over a week ago ..that 

this charge  was made, and might have cleared himself either by publishing the statement 

asked for or rendering the balance sheet to the committee, instead, of which it- appeared lie 

had waited until the explanation was drawn out of : him by the explanation of the Committee. 

He thought that as the return of Mr.' Samuel at' the .end 'of the month was uncertain the better 

way was for them to ask. the .Board to. appoint another head master until his return.. That 

day several had spoken to-him -and expressed a strong opinion that, Mr. Mayhew should not 

be kept in charge-of the school, and that the committee should take steps to obtain his 

removal  

Mr. "Whyte, agreed with Mr. Moore, ,He thought they, should get the Board to send up 

another master in the  place of Mr. Mayhew. If the latter-produced a satisfactory statement 

that would clear. him with the Board. He thought the school had got disorganized. while 

under- Mr. Mayhew's charge. ; , 

The Chairman thought the request contained in Mr. Mayhew's letter would-seem reasonable 

to people in Wellington or at a. distance, though the committee -who were more on the spot 

and-better aware I ,of the facts might judge differently. The point they had to consider was 

what course they could adopt that, under the circumstances, which would best, satisfy the 

Board and the general public.  

After some further discussion, going over a good deal of the ground that had' been traversed 

the-previous evening, it was resolved on the motion' of- Mr.' Moore seconded by Mr. Whyte 

That the Education Board  be requested to send up a head master; to take charge of the school 

until Mr. Samuel's. return; and that this be telegraphed to the Board the  first thing  next 

morning _ that it might come in time for the meeting on Wednesday  On the motion of Mr. 

Moore:' Mr. Anderson seconded  It was resolved that Mr. Mayhew be granted time to furnish 

the committee with  the account asked for,. '  

1
st
 February 1883 In the last two issues of your contemporary the Wairarapa Observer, letters 

have appeared respecting the money collected for and purchase of prizes presented to the 

children of the Carterton  School .about a fortnight ago. In consequence of these and other 

reports flying about the town, a special meeting of the committee, at which all members were 

present, took place last night, and, after a long discussion, as nothing definite was before the 

meeting, the following resolution was passed ; “ That Mr. Mayhew (the acting head master) 

be requested to attend the committee on Tuesday, the 30th instant, at 8 p.m., and furnish the 

chairman with a written statement showing the amount collected and received by him on 

account of the annual school treat and prizes distributed on the 18th instant, with full details 

showing from whom the same was received, and the amount given by each contributor, also 

an account of the amount expended, verified by vouchers, and to pay over to the chairman 

any balance remaining in his bands on moneys so collected ; that if he failed to do so, the 

matter would be reported to the Education Board.” The inadequacy of the teaching staff of 

the school having been also discussed, it was resolved to apply to the board for the 

appointment of two competent assistant teachers. Messrs. Blair, Beetham, and Booth are the 

members nominated for the board. 

2
nd

 February 1883 The Carterton School Prize Money. 

When a teacher of a public school under the Education Board collects a sum of money 

amounting to about £20, in the shape of a subscription fund to purchase prizes to be given to 

the children, and then buys prizes to a far less amount, without delivering up the balance of 

the money—the whole thing looks bad. Mr. Mayhew, the temporary teacher of the Carterton 

school has done something like this. It is asserted that he collected about £20 and only 

expended about £6 15s in prizes. Moreover, when pressed to send in a statement of accounts 

Mr. Mayhew equivocates and delays. Besides, he doesn’t hand over the balance of the money 



to the school committee. Mr. Mayhew is in a very awkward position. There is such a thing as 

embezzlement, and the punishment of a criminal offence of that nature is severe. Mr. 

Mayhew should cash up quickly for his own  sake. 

2
nd

 February 1883 Mr. Moore appointed Pupil Teacher 

There was nothing done about appointing a temporary head master to the Carterton school in 

the absence of Mr. Samuel  

6
th

 February 1883 The usual monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committed was held 

on Monday evening, all members being present, The minutes of the ordinary and two special 

meetings were read and confirmed, and the balance to the credit of the  Committee reported 

at £2 _12s 2d. The Chairman reported that the capitation  of £10 due on the 31st ult. would 

probably be paid in a few days which would put them in funds. He also stated that he  had 

received two telegrams from Mr. Dorset stating that Mr. Samuel would be there to take 

charge of the school on the morrow. Mr. Rupert Fairbrother was appointed Secretary at a 

salary of £10 per annum, and was directed to obtain the balance sheet for the past year and 

box, books, and papers, belonging to the Committee and have them present at each mooting, 

An account to Mr. Price of £3 12s was passed for .payment, when funds were in hand subject 

to Mr. Samuel certifying to its correctness, -A letter was read from Mr. Mayhew dated from 

Wellington, declining to furnish a balance sheet or afford any information to the committee 

until he had the permission of his solicitor, in which the following resolution was passed 

"That copies of the resolutions passed by the Committee at the special meetings held on. the 

29th and 30th ult  with  Mr. Mayhew’s letters to the Committee, and full details of the 

circumstances leading to the same being hold and. passed, be forwarded to- the, Education 

Board, with an expression of opinion from this Committed that Mr. Mayhew, is not a fit 

person to have the custody and supervision of children, and that he should no longer be 

retained on the staff of teachers in the employment of the Board." 

With/regard to the assistant teacher asked for, the chairman said he had been led to 

understand their wants would be favorably considered by the  Board, but at present they were 

rather short of teachers. It was resolved that two members of the committee should be elected 

in rotation to. visit the school from month to month, the chairman and Mr. Gole being 

appointed for the current month. 

 Just at the close of the meeting .Mr. Samuel, who had been unable to attend earlier came into 

the school and intimated that he would take charge the first thing in the morning, He had 

Been Mr. Dorset in passing through. Wellington and had been informed that their 

requirements with regard to an increase on the teaching staff would receive favourable notice 

from the Board, They were rather limited as respected their supernumery staff, but two 

gentlemen had qualified from the Normal school, and he had undertaken to afford any 

information in his power, The meeting then terminated 

7
th

 February 1883 We are very glad to welcome back Mr. Samuels to his school duties at 

Carterton, and trust that .the benefit ho has received from his recent change of air and scene 

may result in his permanent restoration to health. Affairs in the Carterton school always 

worked well during Mr. Samuels’ regime, and his present return to duty will doubtless 

remove all the disagreeable difficulties which have recently arisen 

7
th

 February 1883 The usual monthly meeting of this committee was held at the schoolhouse, 

Carterton, on Monday evening. Present - Messrs. R. Fairbrother, snr. (chairman), Moore, 

Vickerstaff, Anderson, Whyte, Gole and Callister. The minutes cl previous meetings were 

read and confirmed. Some correspondence was read including a letter from the Secretary of 

the Education Board, stating that the nomination for members of the Board was informal. Mr. 

R. Fairbrother was appointed secretary to the committee at a salary of £10 a year. Some 

formal business' was then done and Mr. Price’s account of £i us passed for payment. MR 

MAYHEW AND THE PRIZE MOSEY. The following was the letter received from Mr. May 



hew ; " Wellington, Feb. 3. 1883. The Chairman. District School Committee, Carterton. —

Sir, —In reference to the resolution passed by the school committee on the 5th ult,, and my 

reply on 30th ult., I have to inform you that in consequence of the letters published in a local 

paper I have put the whole matter in the hands of my solicitor, Mr. Shaw, and acting under 

his advice I must decline to furnish a balance sheet or supply any information to the 

committee until I have the permission of my solicitor.—l am, &c., S. F. Mayhew." An 

animated discussion followed, a general opinion being expressed that the matter could not be 

allowed to rest in its present position. Ultimately, a resolution was adopted to the effect that a 

statement of the whole case, as between the committee and Mr. Mayhew (including the 

correspondence) be sent to the Education Board, coupled with an expression of opinion .from 

the committee, " That Mr. Mayhew was not a fit person to hare the charge and supervision of 

children, and that he should no longer be retained on the staff of teachers in the employment 

of the Board." The Chairman explained that he had received a telegram from the Education 

Board, stating that Mr. Samuels would at once resume his duties as bead master of the school. 

It was probable that an assistant teacher would also be sent. A visiting committee for the 

school was then appointed, consisting of the Chairman and Mr. Gole 

27
th

 February 1883 The Carterton School. Committee met on. Monday evening. Present—

Messes Fairbrother, Callister, Gole, Moore, and Vickerstaff, The minutes of the last meeting 

wore read and confirmed,  

The Bank balance was reported at £8, 12s subject to a deduction of £3 17s  8d, on accounts 

already passed for payment. . 

Mr. Gordon attended as a deputation ; with a petition from settlers near Chew's mill, praying 

that the Board would advocate a school on an acre there given by the late Mr.' Hirschberg. 

After some discussion Mr. Gordon was appointed to make inquiries and report at the  next 

meeting as to the number of children likely to attend,, etc. if the committee reported favorably 

on the matter to the  Board,  

The secretary having reported that last year's accounts had not been audited  owing to Mr. 

Snodgrass having left the district, it was resolved that the resolution ' appointing him auditor 

be rescinded, and that Mr. Wilson he requested to audit the accounts for the past year, A letter 

was received from the Secretary to the Education Board stating that Mr. Mayhew would no 

longer be retained in the service of the Board, and asking. if under the circumstances the 

Committee desired the matters reported in their letter to further considered.'  

It was resolved on discussion that the secretary write to the Board requesting their letter be 

fully considered. 

A  letter was read from the Board suggesting Miss Edith Giles and Kate Carter be appointed 

as. pupil teachers,  

The chairman stated in reply that he has impressed upon the Board the absolute necessity pf 

an assistant, who was .now advertised for.  

A letter was read from. Sergeant-Major  Bezar, requesting the support of the Committee on 

an application he was making  for a bonus for his service in drilling the  children in different 

valley schools.  

It was resolved—That it be a recommendation from this committee to the Board " that Sergt.-

Major Bezar be awarded some , remuneration for his services.  

Mr. Samuel’s report was read, showing that the school had commenced with 237  scholars on 

the roll, which had now increased to 267 with an average working attendance of 205; also, 

requesting the Committee to support his application to the Board for a fortnight's leave of j 

absence, to include the Easier holidays, the Request was unanimously acceded to 

 It was also resolved that estimates for certain repairs to the schoolmaster’s  residence  be 

forwarded to the Board, with a letter from this Committee urging the necessity, and that the 

money be voted by the Board for the purpose.  



The Chairman having reported that the contractor had completed the fencing round the school 

ground, it was resolved —That the Chairman obtain the account for the same, forward it to 

the Board, and pay over cheque to contractor when  received,  

Messrs. Beetham, Blair, and Newman were elected to the vacancies on the w Education 

Board. It was resolved that for the future the meetings of the Committee take place at 7 

o'clock on the third, instead of the first, Monday in the month, Messrs. Moore and Anderson 

were appointed visitors to the school for the ensuing month. 

2
nd

 March 1883 The monthly meeting of the committee took place on Monday evening. 

Present —Messrs. Fairbrother (chairman), Callister, Gole, Moore and Vickerstaff. Mr. 

Gordon attended with a petition from settlers on Arnold’s Line, asking the Board to open a 

school on an acre of land near Mr. Chew’s mill, given by the late Mr. Maurice Hirschberg for 

the purpose In reply to Mr. Gole be stated there were about 25 to 30 children who would 

attend such school if opened. Some did not attend any school at present as they lived over 

three miles from Carterton, and he thought they all should be properly educated. It was 

decided that Mr. Gordon should consult with settlers on the Belvidere and Arnold roads as to 

site, number of children, &c, and report to the committee at their next met ting. 

It was resolved that the secretary request Mr. L. Wilson to conduct the audit and lay the 

balance sheet before the next meeting. A letter was read from the secretary of the Education 

Board, stating that Mr. Mayhew would not be retained on the Board’s staff of teachers, and 

wishing to know under those circumstances if the committee would let the matter reported 

drop. Mr. Gole moved that the secretary write the Board that it is the urgent wish of this 

committee that their letter of the 5th inst. and the matters therein referred to be fully 

considered by the Board. This was seconded by Mr. Moore and carried. The committee 

decided to recommend the Board to make some remuneration to Sergeant-Major Bezar for 

his services in drilling the boys of the school 

Mr. Samuel’s monthly report showed that the school re-opened on the 29th January with 237 

scholars on the roll which has now increased to 267, the average working attendance having 

been 204 and the highest number present on any one occasion 231. That Miss Bright had 

entered on her duties as temporary assistant teacher and Arthur Moore as pupil teacher. 

On discussion it was resolved on the motion of Mr. Callister, seconded by Mr. Moore, that it 

be a recommendation from this committee to the Board that the leave of absence asked for by 

Mr. Samuel on the occasion of the marriage be granted. 

It was resolved on the motion of Mr. Callister, seconded by Mr. Gole, that the estimates for 

repairs to the Master’s residence has forwarded to the Board by the Chairman with a letter 

pointing out their urgent need and that the Board be requested to vote the necessary amount 

for the same being effected. ' The chairman reported that Mr. Harman had completed his 

centrist for fencing the school ground. The chairman was instructed to obtain account and 

vouchers from the contractor and forward them to the Board with a request for payment. 

Messrs. Beetham, Blair & Newman were elected to fill the vacancies on the Board. 

The Chairman reported that he had visited the school with Mr. Gole, that there was a fair 

attendance, the  children most orderly and the conduct of the school generally satisfactory. 

It was resolved on the motion of Mr. Gole, seconded by Mr. Callister, that the resolution that 

the meetings of the committee be held on the last Monday in every month at 7.30 be 

rescinded and that the  monthly meetings for the future be  held on the 3rd Monday in  every 

month at 7 o’clock. Messrs. Moore and Anderson were appointed visitors to the school 

during the ensuing mouth. The meeting then adjourned. 

16
th

 March 1883 It is reported by the Carterton Observer that Mr. Samuel Mayhew the late 

temporary master of the Carterton school, has received an appointment on the staff of the 

Wanganui College and grammar school. Wo hardly believe the report. Still Wanganui is a 



sort of Alsatia, by which rogues, vagabonds, and queer characters generally naturally 

gravitate 

21
st
 March 1883 On Monday evening the customary monthly meeting of the committee took 

place. Present—Messrs. E. Fairbrother (chairman), Whyte, Anderson, Gole, Vickerstaff and 

Callister. 

A deputation of residents on the Belvidere road waited on the committee for the opening of a 

branch school. A deputation from settlers for a similar purpose on the Dalefield road on the 

petition presented at the last meeting was also present. The petitioners having stated their 

requirements, it was resolved that the petition he received and that the secretary report the 

decision arrived at to Messrs. Butler and Gordon before the next meeting. On discussion after 

the deputations had taken their departure it was resolved that the secretary forward the 

petitions to the Education Board with a plan of the district indicating a central site that might 

meet the requirements of all the petitioners. Correspondence was received from the Education 

Board that they had let Mayhew’s affair drop as he had been struck off the education staff; 

also as to additions to the school master’s residence, and remuneration to Sergeant Major 

Bezar. The chairman was requested to apply to the Board for a grant in aid of the fencing in 

of the school ground and authority to pay same over to contractor when received. 

The headmaster’s report showed 252 scholars on the roll. Average attendance for month 214. 

The small numbers on register accounted for by measles and whooping cough. 

Messrs. Callister and Vickerstaff were appointed a committee for the ensuing month 

11
th

 April 1883 At the Carterton school, on Tuesday, a pleasant incident occurred, when Mr. 

Samuel, the head-master, and Mrs. Samuel, met the children during the playhour, and were 

presented with a handsome china tea service from collections made among the teachers and 

scholars. Mr. Dempsey, the assistant master, made the presentation in an appropriate speech, 

to which Mr. Samuel fittingly replied. The children then gave three cheers for the newly 

married couple, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 

1883/1217 Annie Maude  Hules  Edward  Samuel  

 

1893/11405 Samuel  Dorothy Margaret  Annie Maude Edward 

1892/2081 Samuel  Otto Max  Annie Maude Edward 

1886/15633 Samuel  Adelaide Maude  Annie Maude Edward 

1884/685 Samuel  Edward Miles  Annie Maude Edward 

1889/18301 Samuel  Claude Montefiore  Annie Maude Edward 

1896/8214 Samuel  Esther Ruth  Annie Maude Edward 

 

1914/4660 Samuel  Edward  64Y 

1935/17228 Samuel  Annie Maude  77Y 

 

Samuel—Miles—On Wednesday, March 28th, at All Saints, Sumner, by the Rev. Edw. Ath. 

Lingard, assisted by the Rev. Henry Collins, Edward Samuel, of Carterton, Wairarapa, to 

Annie Maude, eldest daughter of the late Grosvenor Miles, of Christchurch Note how BDM is 

wrong name of bride 

12
th

 April 1883 Majors Bunny and Butts attended at the Carterton School on Wednesday 

afternoon, and were so well pleased with the drilling of the. boys that they will urge upon the 

Government the acceptance of their services as a cadet corps 

18
th

 April 1883 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee took place last evening. The 

business was of an unimportant nature, save a resolution that the Minister of Defence be 



requested to form the boys into a Cadet Corps. This is owing to the favorable view taken by 

Majors Bunny and Butts when they inspected them a few weeks ago  

23
rd

 April 1883 Major Bunny stated that the Government bad accepted the services of the 

boys at the Carterton school as a cadet corps and would furnish them with arms and 

ammunition. 

26
th

 April 1883 Thirty-eight boys were on parade at the Carterton School on "Wednesday 

afternoon, The. list of those joining as cadets stands over till the next meeting, some difficulty 

having arisen through a misconception as to the amount to be paid for uniforms 

26
th

 April 1883 Petitions were received from Carterton, praying for the erection of new 

schools at Dalefield and Belvedere. The Carterton School Committee wrote on the  subject, 

recommending the erection of one school between the  two places. The matter was referred to 

a Committee consisting of Messrs. Beetham, Buchanan, and Bunny. 

9
th

 May 1883 Clareville School The report of the master showed a considerable falling off in 

attendance of scholars, attributed to the inclemency of the weather and prevalence of 

sickness. Indeed the latter cause has decimated the Carterton School, and it is doubtful 

whether, with the measles epidemic rampant as it is in the township and neighborhood, it will 

not be found requisite to close the school for a fortnight or a month, owing to the present 

paucity of attendance caused by the disease having struck whole households, and the  dread 

of contagion held by others leading them to keep their children away from the very shadow of 

pestilence overhanging the district. 

22
nd

 May 1833 The Carterton School .Committee held their usual monthly meeting on 

Monday evening,' the treasurer' reporting the receipt of. the: capitation grant and a credit 

balance at the bank of .£14 ls 2d. Mr. Samuel reported 245 children on the roll, but that 

during this month, through illness nearly 200, had been absent every | day, the average for the 

2nd arid 3rd  week having only been 66.. ~Miss Forbes and Mr.' A. Moore 'had also been 

away  part of the month through illness. He. pointed out that this, would , seriously retard the 

progress of. the school, as with three quarters' of the children away class work, could not. be 

got on with, and much time would be lost, as the invalids on their return would have lost 

ground and not be in as good a condition to at once return to work again, -In one class during 

the month he had only-had five scholars, and in another class, one present. An account 

.received from Messrs. Bullock Bros, was referred back to them, oh the ground that Mr. 

Mayhew was not authorised to incur the debt  the  secretary: being instructed to inform them; 

that the Committee believed ' Mr. Mayhew was located at Wanganui.; The circular letter' 

with queries from Mr. W, J, Steward was adjourned for consideration-to a Special :meeting to 

be held on the 29th inst. The Chairman and Mr. Callister were appointed a sub-committee to 

obtain a new pump and, piping, and see to the gravelling of the playground, Application was 

directed to be made to  the Board to sanction the attendance of a lady once a week, who had 

offered her. services. As a sewing mistress, and for a grant of '£5 per annum towards her 

remuneration. The Secretary's, account for salary and petty cash for the quarter  amounting, 

To £2 17s  0d . was passed for s' payment 

23
rd

 May 1883 Carterton School Committee. 

The above school committee  met on Monday evening, when Mr. Samuel, who was present 

reported upon the state of the school. The number on the roll was 215, but the average 

attendance for the past three weeks had been only 07, 66 and GG owing to the prevalent 

sickness in the township. Even the teachers had been affected by it. With three-fourths of the 

scholars absent little work was done, and when the convalescent ones returned they were 

behind in their studies. Mr. Samuel was requested by the committee to present a special 

report upon the subject at a meeting to be held on Tuesday next. A letter was received from 

Messrs. Bullock Bros, stationers, of Wellington enclosing an account for £6 18s for goods 

supplied to Mr. Mayhew. The Committee referred the account back with the information that 



they did not authorise Mr. Mayhew to make the purchase of the goods in question. Letters 

were received from the Education Board stating that Messrs. Beetham, Buchanan and Bunny 

had been appointed a committee to report on the petitions sent in from settlers on the 

Belvidere and Dalefield Roads as to the opening of new schools ; that the school would not 

be closed in consequence of illness, enclosing capitation grant for quarter, and urging the 

committee to bring in force the compulsory clauses of the Act. It was decided to meet on 

Tuesday the 29th instant to consider Mr. Stewards’ circular to school committees. A new 

pump and piping was authorised and the school ground ordered to be gravelled and the drain 

cleared. It was resolved to ask the Education Board to sanction the appointment and vote a 

sum of £5 for a lady who had offered to teach needlework in the school. 

30
th

 May 1883 Five pounds was voted for the sewing teacher at, the Matarawa  school; and 

the Board considered that  the. female assistant in the Carterton school should undertake the 

teaching of sewing in that, school, 

1
st
 June 1883 New Zealand Gazette Via New Zealand Times included The services of the 

Carterton School Rifle Cadet Volunteers are accepted from 25th April, 1883. 

27
th

 June 1883 Carterton School Committee. 

The monthly meeting at the school-room was held on Monday evening. Present: — Messrs. 

R. Fairbrother (Chairman), Moore, Callister, Anderson, Vickerstaff, and Gole. Ob the motion 

of Mr. Moore, seconded by Colter, it *u resolved that half-a-day 

each week be set apart for the instruction of sewing, and that it be a suggestion from the 

committee to Mr. Samuels that Mrs. Jones and Miss Robins be the teachers to conduct such 

classes, the secretary send a copy of this resolution to the Board in reply to their letter. A few 

accounts were passed for payment. The report of the head master showed that at present there 

were 260 scholars on the roll. ... The Inspector, who had paid a sunrise visit, had reported 

favorably on the discipline in the school and the improvement made m fencing and 

gravelling, but suggested that drawing should be made a branch of the educational 

curriculum, naming- suitable books for use in the higher classes, and recommending that the 

school ground should be planted with trees. The question of obtaining fresh books was 

allowed to stand over. ' On the motion of Mr. Gole, seconded by Mr. Moore, the following 

resolution was passed: —“ That this committee would respectfully point out- to the 

Education Board that during the past three months, epidemics of whooping cough and 

measles have been prevalent in the district, so much so that one monthly average was reduced 

to 79, whereas the monthly averages for January, February and March as reported by the head 

master were respectively as follows(The secretary was directed to fill in the hiatus from' the 

master's reports of each month.”) This committee would therefore urgently request that the 

full capitation to the committee and Mr. Samuel alike, be conceded for the current quarter. 

The writing of Mr. Samuel's with the resolution was left to his discussion on the resolution 

submitted to him by the committee With regard to the Cadet Corps, it was resolved that the 

secretary inform Mr. Samuel that the committee were in receipt of no information on the 

matter and could not advise him. A letter was read, charging Mr. Samuel with undue severity 

to a child who had recently been ill, and the same was referred to him to report on. 

26
th

 July 1883 A letter was received from the Carterton School Committee, intimating that a 

site had been acquired for a school at Belvedere, and inquiring whether the Board or the 

settlers should select a site for the Dalefield School. The matter was referred to Messrs. 

Bunny and Buchanan to report upon. 

11
th

 August 1883 The  Carterton School Committee. are to meet on Monday evening at 7 

o’clock in the schoolhouse. Owing to the last monthly meeting having lapsed for want of a 

quorum, there is a considerable amount of work to be put through. 

24
th

 August 1883 At the monthly meeting of the Carterton School committee this week, the  

Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Samuel, and express sympathy with him in his 



illness, and to recommend him to apply to the Education Board for sick leave for such a 

period as his medical advisers may think necessary, and the Committee will be happy to 

assist him as far as lies in their power to obtain snob leave of absence. The following 

resolutions were proposed and carried.— “ That Mr. Samuel be authorised to obtain what 

needles, thread, and calico he may require for the infant class ” That the Committee regret to 

hear that some parents object to sewing being taught during school hours, as the Committee 

think it very desirable that all girls attending the school should be aide to sew.” “ That the 

committee, taking into consideration the prevalence of sickness, the raising of the passes in 

the Standards, and the examination coming two months earlier than usual, agree with the 

head master that it is not to be expected that the usual high percentage of passes can be 

maintained this year.” “ That Mr. Samuel be authorised to expend £7 in obtaining class 

readers for the school;’ 

29
th

 August 1883 We regret to announce that the  head master of the Carterton school it 

seriously ill. Two mouths leave of absence has, been granted to him by the Board, and his 

many friends will hope with us that, long ere his leave expires, good health may enable him 

to resume his duties ' 

31
st
 August 1883 The Carterton School Cadets wore exercised yesterday by Sergt, Major 

Bezar when the youngsters acquitted themselves creditably. 

21
st
 September 1883 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held last Monday 

evening. Present -Messrs. R Fairbrother (chairman), Callister, Anderson, and Moore. 

Correspondence was read from the Education Board r« leave of absence to Mr. Samuel, also 

stating that the capitation for last quarter would be withheld, on account of bad attendance. 

The treasurer reported a credit balance of £16 19s at the Bank, and accounts amounting to £9 

17s lOd were passed for payment. The report from the acting head master (Mr. W. N. 

Dempsey) was then read, which showed school work progressing satisfactorily. 

5
th

 September 1883 Mr. Samuel, head master of the Carterton School, has left Carterton for 

Sumner, Canterbury 

31
st
 October 1883 At the meeting of the Education Board to-day Mr. Samuel of the Carterton 

school, had his leave extended until the end of the year 

4
th

 November 1883 Carterton School Examination. 

Below are the names of the scholars who the annual examination under Inspector Lee, at the 

Carterton Public school last week. The work is not np to that of last year, probably owing to 

the large amount of sickness which has prevailed amongst the children of Carterton during 

the past year.  

Standard I.—Mabel Beggarly, Maud Burnett, Mary Daysh, Ada Greathead, Clara Gustofson, 

Isabella Groube, Esther Hall, Haora Lawrence, Christina Madsen, Ada Mason. Florence 

Moore, Kate McPartland, Nellie Rofe, Matilda Stoodley, Mary Stoodley, Mary Teal, 

Elizabeth Thom, Agnes Whyte, Percy Armstrong, Edwin Bartlett, Albert Bennett, Ernest 

Bond, Tiernatzi Brozeka, Samuel Broadbent, George Cade. Henry Elliott, Alexander Ingley, 

John Johnson, Edgar Casey, John Robinson, Walter Sandilands. Franz Smugai, Frederick 

Sullivan, Oliver Sunnex, William Smith, Thomas Teal, Frederick Udy, Henry Wenham 

Richard Sayer. 

Standard II.—Alice Andrews, Bella Armstrong, Mary Broadbent, Ada Plank, Charles Allen, 

Howard Armstrong, David Benge, William Benge, Charles Hall, Charles Hodder, Harold 

Hodder, Arthur Hunt, Cecil Rutherford, William Wakelin, William Watson. 

Standard III—Winnifred Armstrong, Ethel Rutherford, Walter Harrison, William Ingley, 

Clarence Moore, William Robieson, Robert Smith.  

Standard IV,—Emily Harman, Ellen Hughan, Katrina Kjestrup, Emily Robieson, Robert 

Darrock, Herbert Moore, Joseph Wakelin, William Robieson.  

Standard V.—Annie Bassett, Martha Carter.  



Standard Vl.—Annie Harman, Norman Callister, Percy Gardener, James Hart, Alfred 

Merwood, John Vickerstaff. 

28
th

 November 1883 Carterton School Committee. 

The adjourned meeting of the above committee was held last Monday evening. Messrs. R. 

Fairbrother (chairman), E. Anderson, Callister, Moore, Whyte, and Vickerstaff being present. 

The following correspondence was read;— From the Education Board re extension of leave 

of absence granted to Mr. Samuel. Prom Miss Robins (assistant teacher] asking the 

committee to endorse her application for a bonus promised by the Education Board. Miss 

Robin’s letter was ordered to be endorsed by the Chairman and forwarded to the Education 

Board. Great dissatisfaction was expressed on the head master’s report being read, at the low 

percentage of passes. It was decided to give the scholars a treat at the close of the holidays, 

and instead of giving school prizes this year, an endeavor to be made to get uniforms for the 

Cadet Corps, and the public asked to contribute. It was mentioned that the Midsummer 

vacation would commence from Friday, the 21st Dec. The meeting then adjourned till the 

26th Dec. The election of a new committee will take place on January 24,1884. 

28t
h
 November 1883 A bonus of £20  was voted" to Mr. Kay, of the Masterton school, and 

the salary of Miss Robins was increased to £80. (£20 rise) 

An application for a bonus from Miss Jones, of Carterton, was referred to the committee for a 

report 

29
th

 November 1883 Wellington Education Board Scholarship Country District Percy 

Gardener  £20 

1884 
1884 186 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £290 $50,915 

1884 186 Carterton Dempsey Walter N 
 

Assistant Master £160 $28,091 

1884 186 Carterton Rutter Elizabeth 
 

Assistant Female £110 $19,313 

1884 186 Carterton Jones Elizabeth 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,046 

1884 186 Carterton Robins Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,046 

1884 186 Carterton Moore Arthur 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £35 $6,145 

1884 186 Carterton Stuart-Forbes Eliza 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £25 $4,389 
30th January 1884 CARTERTON SCHOOL At the meeting on Monday evening at Carterton 

the following gentlemen were nominated for the new Committee:—Messrs. T. Moore, B. 

Fairbrother, W. Carter, J. Applin. T. A. Weston, and J. Jenkins. No more nominations being 

received, they were declared to have been elected the Committee for the ensuing year. At a 

meeting of the new Committee held after the meeting of ratepayers, the following officers 

were elected:—Mr. R, Fairbrother, chairman ;Mr. E. Anderson, treasurer; Mr. Robert 

Fairbrother, secretary. It was resolved that in future the meetings of the Commutes be held on 

the third Monday in each month at 7.30 p.m. 

The Committee nominated Messrs. W. C. Buchanan, and H. Bunny as members of the 

Education Board. 

29
th

 February 1884 Inspector Lee’s report on Carterton School included The Carterton 

school—one' of the very best taught schools in the district-has suffered much this year from 

untoward causes.' : The master has been very ill there has been a long period of severe 

sickness in the neighborhood , and the school year has been shortened, Under these 

circumstances it cannot be a matter of surprise that the  results are low. Although there was a 

great breakdown in the middle of the school, some excellent work was done in the first and 

sixth standards, especially in the latter, two boys clearing the arithmetic paper, and all work 



being exceedingly neat, full, and accurate. The tone, discipline, and general management of 

nearly all the district town schools are very satisfactory 

1
st
 May 1884 also that an additional teacher for the Carterton school could mot-be appointed 

as they had already a full staff 

7
th

 November 1884 The result of the examination of the Carterton School published in 

another column show 93 per cent of passes, a very successful result which will place this 

School high up in this year’s list, 

7
th

 November 1884 CARTERTON SCHOOL EXAMINATION. 

Passes is Standards,  

First Standard—Presented 47 passed 47 -Boys: David Allen, Albert Applin Joseph Aplin, 

Herbert Arnold, Charles Armstrong, Frederick Benge, Louis Bryzoska, John Criplan, Earnest 

Carter, Charles Cross, William Darroch George Davies, Alfred Eagle, .William Forbes, Frank 

Grattan, Villander Gustofson, Richard Harman, Mads Jesen, Kerins, John Kemp, Leonard 

Parker, Herbert Frank, Albert Rayner, Frank Saver. Girls; Nellie Arnold, Mary Bassett, 

Sophia Bassett, Ada Broadbent, Emily Callister, Louisa Dalgetty, Gwendoline Diamond, 

Derlian Dixon, Blanche Eagle, Mary Hall, Ethel Ingley, Sarah Johnson, Agnes Kiddie, 

Elizabeth Merwood, Alma Rofe, Emily Sullivan, Sarah Thorn, Jessie Udy, Kate Wakelin, 

Rose Waters, Edith Waterson, Ada Watson, and Eliza Yule 

Second Standard, Presented 46, passed 40.—Boys: Percy Armstrong, Arthur Baggarly, 

Samuel Broadbent, Jieznatzy Brzoska, Edward Carter. William Daysh. Thomas Hart, John 

Johnson, George Kilminster, Thomas Merwood, John Robinson, Walter Sandilands. Herbert 

Sullivan, Frederick. Udy, William Whyte. Girls: Clara Andrews, Eliza Armstrong, Mabel 

Baggarly, Alice Burnett, Mary Callister, Louisa Campin, Annie Dalgetty, Elizabeth Daysh, 

Mary Daysh, Mabel Dixon, Mary Gorman, Clara Gustofson Esther Hall, Elizabeth Lawrence, 

Laura Lawrence, Christine Madsen, Kate McPartland, Florence Moore, Rosita Rayner, Mary 

Robinson, May Teal, Elizabeth Thorn, Syball Whyte, Agnes Whyte, Mary Yule.  

Third Standard, presented 42, passed 37—Boys: Charles Allen, Ezekiel Applin, Howard 

Armstrong, Robert Bassett, David Benge, William Benge, Jesse Bowles, William Carter, 

James Darrock, Robert Fitzgerald, Herbert Greathead, Charles Hall, Charles Hodder, Harold 

Hodder, Arthur Hunt, John Kiddie, Charles Lawrence, Ernest Leppin, Edward McPartland, 

Adrian Rutherford, Dennis Sullivan, Leonard Sullivan, Josiah Udy, William Wakelin, 

William Watson. Girls; Alice Andrews, Mary Broadbent, Elizabeth Catt, Margaret Diamond, 

Eva Grattan, Ethel Horn, . Mary Jensen, Caroline Lawrence, Louisa Parker, Ada Plank, Edith  

Robinson, Muriel Rutherford. 

Fourth Standard-Presented 16 Passed 15—Boys: Thomas Applin, Frank Grantham, Auguste 

Gustofson, Henry Merwood, Clarence Moore. Girls: Mary Ann Applin, Ellen Armstrong, 

Winifred Armstrong, Gertrude Baggarley, Margaret Bowles, Margaret Burnett, Margaret 

Fitzgerald, Ethel Rutherford, Edith Saywell, Ethel Teal. 

Fifth Standard- Presented 10 passed 10—Boys George  Bowles, Alfred Callister, Robert 

Darrock, Herbert Moore, William Robertson, Girls; Agnes Hall, Emily Harman, Ellen 

Haighan, Johanna Mathison, Ada Rutherford, 

Sixth Standard-Presented 2 passed 2 Girls Annie Bassett, Martha Carter. 

Standard 1: presented 47, passed 47. Standard 2 : presented 46, passed 40. Standard 3: 

presented 42, passed 37. Standard 4: presented 16, passed 15. Standard 5: presented 10, 

passed 10, Standard 6: presented 2, passed 2. Total presented 163: passed, 151, 

27
th

 November 1884 an additional £20 was granted to Mrs. Jones, of the Carterton School. 

19
th

 December 1884 A treat will be given to the children attending the Carterton school 

shortly, and the school committee is now endeavoring to raise funds for prizes. The members 

of the committee and the school teachers will gladly receive contributions towards that object 



1885 
1885 184 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £270 $49,108 

1885 184 Carterton Dempsey Walter N 
 

Assistant Master £160 $29,101 

1885 184 Carterton Harper Harry 
 

Assistant Master £120 $21,826 

1885 184 Carterton Jones Elizabeth 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,550 

1885 184 Carterton Moore Arthur 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £35 $6,366 

1885 184 Carterton Stuart-Forbes Eliza 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £25 $4,547 
26

th
 January 1885 About 500 persons were present on Friday at the Carterton school picnic, 

held in Mr. Vickerstaff’s padlock, and the large assemblage thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

There were all sorts of sports and a great variety of prizes were distributed among the 

children. After partaking of the refreshments, of which there was a bountiful supply, Mr. R. 

Fairbrother, chairman of the committee, addressed the company and presented the prizes to 

the successful competitors at the recent examination, consisting of books, writing desks, 

albums, Ac.  

Three enthusiastic cheers were then given for the ladies who had so splendidly provided the 

refreshments, Mr. Samuel, the head teacher, Mrs. Samuel, the assistant teachers and the 

chairman. The prizes were presented as follows : Infant Class—Adam Armstrong, Amy 

Broadbent, Martin Johnson, Hannah Whyte, attendance, proficiency and good conduct. 

Standard I-Good conduct, Ac., Nellie Arnold, Joseph Applin, proficiency John Campin, Eliza 

Yule.  

Standard II—Good conduct, Ac,, William Whyte, Sybil Whyte ; proficiency Alice Burnett, 

John Johnson, Mary Robinson.  

Standard 111 Attendance, Ac., Margaret Diamond, William Carter ; proficiency, Ethel 

Horne, Charles Allen, William Wakelin.  

Standard IV Attendance, Ac., Clarence Moore, Winifred Armstrong proficiency Ac., Ellen 

Armstrong, Auguste Gustofson, Ethel Rutherford,  

Standard V—Attendance &c , Herbert Moore, Ada Rutherford ; proficiency, Alfred Callister, 

Agnes Hall,  

Standard VI Attendance, Ac., Martha Carter; progress and proficiency, Martha Carter, Annie 

Bassett.  

Special Needle work, Annie Bassett, Ethel Ingley, Mary Broadbent.  

Popular Girl, Martha Carter ; popular Boy, R. Fitzgerald.  

27
th

 January 1885 School Committee Elections CARTERTON. The votes recorded were as 

follows  Fairbrother 15, Campion, 15, Carter 13, G. A.-Fairbrother-13, Anderson 7 Aplin 7, 

Moore 6, Weston 6  A, L. Whyte 2. 

30
th

 January 1885 The average attendance at the Carterton school having fallen, owing to the 

opening of other schools in (he district, the salary of the motor, .Mr. E. Samuel, was reduced 

by £20 per annum. A proposal to grant him a bonus was deferred for consideration, and 

meanwhile it was resolved to urge the teachers to work up the attendance if possible 

4
th

 March 1885 The members of the Carterton School Committee have been at loggerhead? 

lately with the headmaster of their school. They apparently do not fully appreciate the 

advantages of having a first-class man in charge of their children, When the Carterton school 

loses Mr. Samuel we venture to predict that it will forfeit much of the prestige which it has-

'enjoyed in the past. . Mr. Samuel is apparently more strict as a disciplinarian than, the 

committee would wish him to be but on the other hand there is a nice tone about the school 

which is the direct result of rigid supervision, 

18
th

 March 1885 The monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on 

Monday even ng lust, when Messrs. H  Fairbrother (chairman), Carter, Campin, Anderson, 



and Aplin were present. The secretary was instructed to write to the Education Board to know 

when the boundaries of the Belvidere and Dalefield school districts would be submitted ?  

The head teacher reported that 32 children had left for the Dalefield school during the month ; 

12 had also gone to the Belvidere school, and 10 others had left from various causes. Mr. 

Darroch having complained of his boy being kept in by the assistant-teacher, causing him 

much pain and necessitating the attendance of a medical man, the committee referred the 

matter to the head teacher, and informed Mr. Darroch that enquiries would be made. It was 

decided to floor the shed used by the girls in wet weather. A letter was also read from Mr. 

Samuel, the head-master, referring to the recent charge made against him. It was resolved that 

a letter he written to Mr. Samuel, stating that the committee regret they do not see their way 

to reverse the resolutions passed at last meeting in reference to Mr. Samuel’s conduct, if Mr. 

Samuel has any further information to lay before the committee on the matter they would be 

glad to consider it at the next meeting. They regret that the resolutions of Mr. Samuel’s 

conduct should have been made public in the manner they have been, as the committee think 

the case would have been much better met quietly. 

22
nd

 April 1885 The usual monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee took place on 

Monday evening. Present—Messrs. H. Fairbrother (chairman), Anderson, Aplin, G. 

Fairbrother, B, Campin and R Carter. The head master's monthly report was of a satisfactory  

character. A tender for flooring the shelter  shed was received from Mr. Robt. Aplin .L1 5s, 

and accepted. A letter was read from the Secretary of the Education Board, enclosing a map 

of the boundaries of the Dalefield and Belvedere districts. A long discussion ensued relative 

to trio encroachments made on the  Carterton school district, during which some severe 

remarks were passed on the action of the  Board in making the boundaries without in any way 

consulting the Carterton Committee, It was decided to hold a special meeting of the 

Committee on Monday evening nest to consider the matter. 

30
th

 April 1885 It was decided to alter the boundaries of the" Carterton School District in 

accordance with the  wishes of the local committees, provided the three committees interested 

agree to such a step 

20
th

 May 1885 The Carterton School Committee have recommended the Education Board to 

grant Mr. Samuel, the headmaster of the school a bonus cl £20, in consideration of the 

decrease in his salary, on account of the diminution in the number of children attending 

school. 

28
th

 May 1885 Wellington Education Board The Masterton School Committee wrote asking 

that the Board’s architect might inspect the side school. It was decided to grant the 

application. In answer to Mr. Beetham, the Secret try said the desks would be made in 

Masterton. The Masterton Committee asked the Board to reconsider its decision not to give 

Mr. Kay a bonus of £20. Mr. Buchanan did not think they could give these bonuses unless 

they reduced the question to one of system. Dr. Newman pointed out that the Board had no 

money. It was decided not to grant the application, A similar appreciation from the Carterton 

Committee, on behalf of Mr. Samuel, was refused, 

29
th

 July 1885 Wellington Education Board Messrs. Beetham, Bunny and Buchanan were 

appointed to meet a deputation from the Carterton school re the boundaries of the district, 

should they arrive. 

28
th

 August 1885 The new boundaries for the Carterton School District were presented by 

Mr. Fairbrother, and were agreed to, the only opposition being that of the Clareville 

Committee. The resignation of Miss Mary Robins, Carterton, was accepted. The Board 

deemed to appoint a pupil teacher to the Carterton School. 

1885/3713 Mary Juliana  Robins  Philip John  Le Boutillier  

Philip John was killed in aa road accident on the Taueru Road in 1897 aged 50, their one 

child Arthur fought in the First World war for Australia He died in Brisbane in 1964, Mrs. 



Boutillier took up dressmaking in Masterton and was regularly advertising for workers She 

died in 1951 aged 87 

21
st
 September 1885 Pupil Teachers are required for the Infant School, Masterton, the 

Carterton School and for the Tory Street School, Wellington. 

23
rd

 September 1885 At a meeting of the Carterton school committee, held on Monday night, 

Mr. R. Fairbrother in the chair, it was decided to arrange the children’s excursion to the 

exhibition for next Friday week if possible, or if not convenient to the railway department, for 

the next Friday after. The committee will pay fares and provide all refreshments for the 

children. No child under eight years of age will be allowed to go unless under the charge of 

friends. It was announced that the Education Board had signified their intention of appointing 

a pupil teacher in lieu of Miss Robins, but it was arranged to submit to the Board the 

necessity of appointing a duly certificated assistant teacher, such as the attendance at the 

school requited. 

1
st
 October 1885 It was resolved to advertise for an assistant for the Carterton School. 

The question of amending the boundaries of the Clareville School District was referred to Mr. 

Booth, Chairman of the Carterton School Committee 

9
th

 October 1885 From our Carterton contemporary we learn that the children belonging to 

the Carterton, Park Vale, and Dalefield schools, numbering about 200, arrived by train at 

Wellington on Wednesday, shortly after noon under the charge of Mr. Samuel, the 

headmaster of the Carterton School, and the mothers or guardians of the youngsters They 

were met on arrival at the Wellington platform by Mr. Dorset, the Secretary of the Education 

Board, who took a zealous interest in seeing to the comfort of the young visitors and their 

guardians. They were taken to the Exhibition, where the ruddy faces of the Wairarapa lads 

and lasses became the theme of remark by Wellington citizens. A special conjuring 

entertainment was given in the Music Hall, which greatly amused and amazed the children. 

They all returned home by the evening train, looking happy and bright after so long a 

journey, giving three hearty cheers as the train was brought to the station. We may mention 

that the Chairman and several members of the Carterton School Committee, took an active 

interest in seeing that no hitch occurred in the arrangements. 

23
rd

 October 1885 Assistant Carterton School, salary £80. 

29
th

 October 1885 Miss Searle appointed assistant to Carterton School. 

30
th

 October 1885 The question of the difficulty in regard to the boundaries of the Carterton 

School District was again alluded to. The Board decided to fix the boundaries as in previous 

years. 

30
th

 October 1885 The following scholars pasted at the annual examination just held by 

Inspector Lee :  

Standard I—Alfred Applin, Leonard Applin, Adam Armstrong, Arthur Bennett. William 

Booth, Robert Buckeridge, Walter Campbell, Herbert Carter, Francis Conway, William 

Darby, Ernest Gates, George Greathead, Henry Harman, William Hart, Martin Johnson, 

Frederick Lawrence, Arthur Lindop, Samuel Moore, Robert Spoora, Arthur Teal, Maude 

Andrews, Mary Anne Armstrong, Lilly Benzie, Amy Broadbent, Maude Dixon, Elizabeth 

Goodin, Annie Gronkowski, Johanna Gormon, Janet Hall, Alice Hercock, Clara Hughan, 

Esther (Merwood, Ada Ousey, Isabella Bay, Mabel Stevens, Alice Sullivan, Gertrude Sunkel 

, Agnes Udy, Elizabeth Waters, Hannah White, Mabel Yule.  

Standard II—David Allen, Albert Applin, Charles Armstrong. Albert Bennett, Louis Brzoska, 

John Campin, Ernest Carter, William Darroch, Frank Dixon, Villander Gustofson, Graham 

Jackson, John Kemp, Herbert Plank, Thomas Teal, Ada Broadbent, Emily Callister, Ellen 

Darby, Gwendoline Diamond, Blanche Eagle, Ada, Greathead, Isabel Groube, Mary Hall. 

Jessie Hughan, Sarah Johnson, Cecilia Lindop, Ada Mason, Elizabeth Merwood, Alma Rofe, 

Emily Sullivan, Jessie Udy, Kate Wakelin, Eliza Yule.  



Standard III Samuel Broadbent, John Johnson, William Whyte, Ellen Davies, Mabel Dixon, 

Elizabeth Bennett, Mary Gorman, Florence Moore.  

Standard IV—Charles Allen, Ezekiel Applin, Howard Armstrong, Jesse Bowles, James 

Darroch, William Carter, Robert Fitzgerald, Herbert Greathead, Thomas Hercock, William 

Ingley, Ernest Leppin, Charles McLaren, Cecil Rutherford, Leonard Sullivan, Josiah Udy, 

William Wakelin, Alice Andrews, Mary Broadbent, Miriam Carter, Elizabeth Catt, Margaret 

Diamond, Ethel Horn, Louisa Parker, Ada Plank, Edith Robinson, Clara Rutherford, Muriel 

Rutherford.  

Standard V—Thomas Applin, Auguste Gustofson, Robert McLaren, Henry Merwood, 

Clarence Moore, Joseph Wakelin, Mary Ann Applin, Ellen Armstrong, Winifred Armstrong, 

Ethel Teal, Ethel Rutherford.  

Standard VI-Alfred Callister, Robert Darroch, Herbert Moore, Annie Bassett, Martha Carter, 

Agnes Hall, Helen Hughan, Johanna Mathison, Ada Rutherford. 

26
th

 November 1885 The Carterton School Committee asked that Mr. Harper’s services 

should be retained as assistant teacher, but the Board decided to adhere to Miss Searle's 

appointment—Mr. Harper to remain till the Christmas vacation. A bonus was granted, to 

Mrs. Jones (Carterton). 

27
th

 November 1885 The committee of the Carterton School wrote asking the Board to 

appoint Mr. Harper in the place of Miss Searle. who  was appointed would be unable to 

assume the  duties of the school until after Christmas. It was decided that Mr. Harper should 

remain in the school till the Christmas holidays.(Miss Constance Searle was teaching at the 

Te Aro Infants School in Wellington.) 

A bonus was granted to Mrs. Jones. Carterton, and  leave of absence was granted to Miss 

Forbes, Carterton, 

21
st
 December 1885 Carterton School. 

The annual children s treat and prize distribution took place on Friday. The sports in 

connection were held in Mr. Carter’s paddock in the afternoon, after which the girls were first 

entertained at a tea in the Old Town Hall, provided by the joint contributions of the 

committee and parents of the scholars. Alter the girls had been refreshed with a substantial 

repast, the boys were invited to satisfy their appetites, for which they were quite prepared by 

their evident application toward that object, as tea, cake and sandwitohes (sic) disappeared in 

a remarkably speedy manner, and the proceedings altogether were very enjoyable. The 

following is a list of the prize takers ;  

Infant Class—Charles Diamond, Thomas Callister, John Stevens. Fredk Rofe, Albert Darby, 

Robert Benzie, Charles Conway, Edith Kiddie, Eliza Hughan, Winifred Rofe, Ruth White, 

Jane Rzoska, Agnes Sunkel, Lucy Stevens. 

Standard I—Herbert Carter, Samuel Moore, George Greathead, Adam Armstrong, Henry 

Harman, Frederick Lawrence, Martin Johnson, William Darby,. William Booth, Hester 

Merwood, Alice Sullivan, Katherine Forbes, Hannah Whyte, Maude Andrews, Ethel 

Garwood, Clara Hughan.  

Standard II—Alfred Applin, John Campin, David Allen, Ernest Carter, Villander Gustofson, 

Albert Bennett, Emily Sullivan, Eliza Yule, Ada Broadbent, Sarah Johnson, Mary Hall, 

Cecila Lindop.  

Standard 111—John Johnson, William White, Samuel Broadbent, Mary Gorman. Florence 

Moore, Mabel Dixon 

Standard IV.—William Wakelin, Jessie Bowles, Robert Fitzgerald, Cecil Rutherford, Charles 

Allen, Howard Armstrong, Mary Broadbent, Ethel Horn, Alice Andrews, Louisa Parker, Ada 

Plank. 

Standard V.—Thomas Applin, Henry Merwood, Clarence Moore, Winifred Armstrong, Ethel 

Rutherford, Mary Ann Applin, Ethel Teal. Standard Vl.—Robert Darroch, Herbert Moors, 



Alfred Callister, Agnes Hall, Helen Hughan, Johanna Mathison . Sewing prize.—Ellen 

Armstrong, Mabel Yule. 

Knitting prize.—Ellen Davies. Mr. Samuel, the head master called the roll of prize takers, 

and the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. B. Fairbrother presented the prizes, at the same time 

impressing upon the children the necessity of regular attendance. Messrs. W. Moore, G. F. 

Dempsey and Harper superintended the sports. 

24
th

 December 1885 Wellington Education Board  The question of increasing the staff of the 

Carterton School to left to the Chairman to decide during the recess 

1886 
1886 204 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £290 $54,227 

1886 204 Carterton Dempsey Walter N 
 

Assistant Master £160 $29,918 

1886 204 Carterton Searle Constance 
 

Assistant Female £100 $18,699 

1886 204 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,959 

1886 204 Carterton Moore Arthur 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £50 $9,350 

1886 204 Carterton Stuart-Forbes Eliza 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,545 
4

th
 January 1886 Gobbledygook: Carterton District. Bounded towards the North by Belvedere 

Road and Parker’s Road to a stream in Section No 128 : thence towards the East along said 

stream to the eastern boundary of Section No 141 ; thence by a line so as to include Sections 

Nos 141, and 144 ; thence towards the South by a line so as to include Sections Nos 144, 143 

and 142, thence by a Public Road to South Eastern corner of Section No 185, thence by a 

road along Southern boundary of Sections Nos 185 and 134 to the Main Road to Carterton, 

thence along said" road to the Waiohine river, thence along said river to' the Mungatarara 

river, thence up said river to the starting point  

20
th

 January 1886 The Carterton School Committee held a  meeting on Monday night. 

Present —Messrs. R, Fairbrother (chairman), J. Applin, Carter and E. Anderson. The 

committee’s quota of £2 10s towards scientific apparatus was passed for payment. The 

Secretary read a copy of the Education Act Amendments which came into force at the 

commencing of the year. In reference to the teaching power of the school, it was understood 

by the committee, after having read a letter from Mr. Samuel, the head master, that that 

gentleman appeared satisfied with the  present arrangements. Messrs. O. A. Fairbrother and 

W. B. Cam pin were appointed a visiting committee. The Inspector’s report was read by the 

Secretary and commented upon at some length, and the meeting adjourned 

22
nd

 January 1886   H. Harper, trained under the Birmingham School Board and Borough 

Road College, now temporary assistant at Carterton School appointed to Petone School 

It was decided, on the motion of the Rev Mr. Paterson, seconded by Mr. Young, to offer the 

appointment of head master of the Johnsonville School to Mr. Ward, now first assistant at the 

Carterton School. Dr. Newman dissented, stating that he thought Mr. Cox should be 

appointed, but it was not deemed advisable to interfere with the present arrangements "of the 

Mount Cook Boys' School, as the bead master was away on leave of absence. It was 

understood that 1 on a future occasion Mr. Cox’s claims should be favorably considered. 

25
th

 February 1886 At the Education Board's meeting yesterday, it was decided that school 

desks as occasion demanded should be supplied to the Carterton School, and it was resolved 

that estimates should be called for repairs to the residence 

28
th

 April 1886 School Committee CARTERTON SCHOOL. The following committee was 

elected R Fairbrother (chairman), W B Campin, K Anderson, W Carter, J Aplin, Q A 

Fairbrother, Jas Stevens 

3
rd

 May 1886 The Carterton School grounds are now supplied with six sets of parallel bars. 



23
rd

 June 1886 The Carterton School Committee met on Monday night. The number of 

children on the roll was reported as 255, average attendance 190. Accounts amounted to £2 

10s 3d were passed. The Secretary reported a credit balance of £17 16s 4d 

20
th

 August 1886 The monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on 

Tuesday evening. The headmaster’s report showed that there were 257 scholars on the book, 

but that owing to illness and the bad weather the average attendance was only 173. The 

Secretary reported a credit balance of £23 15s 3d. 

30
th

 August 1886 Inspector Lee’s report to Wellington Education Board included Carterton— 

discipline excellent, buildings very good, accommodation - sufficient.   

24
th

 September 1886 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee on Monday evening a 

letter was read from the Education Board asking for an opinion as to which of the systems of 

drill (Mr. de Mey’s or Sergt Major Bezar’s, the committee thought the best. The Committee 

discussed the matter and did not feel satisfied with either. Notwithstanding the expenses 

incurred in getting dumb bells, &c., they had only been used once and the committee 

expressed regret that so little use was made of them. 

29
th

 October 1889 CARTERTON SCHOOL. Thig school examination was concluded on 

Wednesday and the results appear to be very satisfactory. The following are the passes in the 

several standards Standard 1. Boys • Keith Armstrong, Wilfred Beckett, Edmund Buckridge, 

Thomas Callister, Charles Conway Robert Darby. Henry Darroek, Charles Diamond. Roland 

Fairbrother, Frank Gates, William Gates, Herbert Goodin, William Groube Alec Lindop, 

Malcolm McLaren, Joseph Parker. Frederick Rofe, William Wallbridge Girls.—Elizabeth 

Bambry . Clara Bennett, May Bennett, Jane Brzoska, Emily Campin, Edith Christianson 

Muriel Drake, Rose Gronkowski, Eliza Hughan, Edith Kiddie, Annie Lepinske, Flora Leppin, 

Minnie Leppin, Gracie McFarline, Alice Merrick, Mabel Plank, Lucy Brzoska, Rose Smugai, 

Lucy Stevens. Agues Sunkel, Agnes Telford , Maud Walbridge, Ada Waters, Annie Weston 

Amelia Wiley, Jeanette Wiley, Ruth White, Nelly White. 

Standard ll.—Adam Armstrong, Arthur Bennett, William Booth, James Bowles, Walter 

Campbell, Charles Gross, William Darby, Alfred Eagle, William Forbes. Ernest Gates, 

George Greathead, Frederick Lawrence Arthur Lindop, Samuel Moore, Leonard Parker, 

Hugh Telford. Girls—Maud Andrews. Mary Bassett, Sophia Bassett, Lily Benzie, Amy 

Broadbent, Maude Dixon, Margaret Drake, Katherine Forbes, Clara Hughan, Ethel Ingley, 

Agues Kiddie, Isabella Ray, Mabel Stevens. Alice Sullivan, Gertrude Sunkel, Annie Telford, 

Agnes Udy, Rose Waters, Hannah Whyte, Mabel Yule. 

Standard III.—Boys—David Allen, Albert Applin, Charles Armstrong, Samuel Baggarley 

Albert Bennett, John Campin, Edward Carter, Ernest Carter, Charles Downard, Cyril 

McFarlane, John McLaren, Thomas Merwood John Robinson, Herbert Sullivan. Girls— 

Bella ' Armstrong, Mary Callister, Louisa Campin, Ellen Darby, Gwendoline Diamond, 

Blanche Eagle, Margaret Hughan, Laura Lawrence, Cecilia Lindop, Minnie Meyrick, Kate 

Wakelin. Syball White, Agnes Whyte, Eliza Yule, Mary Yule.  

Standard IV.—Boys—Samuel Broadbent, Alfred Downard, Arthur Hunt, John Kiddie, 

Edward McPartland, Dennis Sullivan, William Whyte. Girls—Elizabeth Bennett,. Mary 

Gorman, Florence Moore.  

Standard V.—Boys—Charles Allen, Ezekiel Applin, Jesse Bowles, William Carter, James 

Darroch, Robert Fitzgerald, Thomas Hercock, Ernest Leppin, Charles McLaren, William 

Wakelin. Girls—Mary Broadbent, Miriam Carter, a Margaret Diamond, Margaret Fitzgerald, 

Louisa Parker, Ada Flank, Muriel Rutherford, Evelyn Telford. 

Standard Vl.—Boys—Thomas Applin, Clarence Moore. Girls—Mary Ann Applin, Ellen 

Armstrong, Winifred Armstrong.  

Standard VII—Robert Darroch, Herbert Moore. 



26
th

 November 1886 The application was granted. Mrs. Jones, of the Carterton School, 

applied for a bonus for past services. It was stated that the applicant had been 27 years in the 

service of the Board. A bonus of £20 was granted 

15
th

 December 1886 The annual treat to the scholars of the Carterton school will take place 

on Friday, 21
st
  January next 

24
th

 December 1886 Wellington Education Board Messrs. Bunny and Buchanan were 

requested to report on the question of additions to the Carterton School. 

 

 Carterton Featherston Greytown 

Population 1886 758 624 1105 

Dwellings 144 118 203 

No. of Ratepayers 148 137 196 

No of Rateable Properties  156 281 348 

    

 

1887 
1887 219 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £290 $56,828 

1887 219 Carterton Bethune Finlay 
 

Assistant Master £160 $31,354 

1887 219 Carterton Searle Constance 
 

Assistant Female £100 $19,596 

1887 219 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $15,677 

1887 219 Carterton Stuart-Forbes Eliza 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,859 

1887 219 Carterton Brann Grace 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,919 
10

th
 January  1887 The second eleven of the Greytown School Club proceeded to Carterton 

on Saturday to play the first eleven of the Carterton School Club. The Greytown boys proved 

the winners on the first  innings by 72 nine against 55 of their opponents 

12th January 1887 The annual treat of the Carterton school will take place at Mr. Applin’s on 

the Lincoln road, on Friday, the 21st instant. The school children are to muster at one o'clock. 

23
rd

 March 1887 Wellington Education Board First Assistant Master, Carterton, Salary, £160 

30
th

 March 1887 The  Board decided not to transfer the present first assistant at Carterton 

until a successor bad taken up his residence in the township. 

The Inspector was instructed to report on the question of providing another classroom at 

Carterton. 

31
st
 March 1887 Mr. J H Malcolm appointed first assistant. It appears Mr. Malcolm went to 

Greymouth School by the end of 1887 

21
st
 April 1887 At the last meeting of the Board of Education Mr. Malcolm, of Christchurch, 

was appointed first assist ant in the Carterton School, subject to the approval of the 

committee. The latter allowed over a fortnight to elapse before considering the matter, and it 

was Saturday last before Mr. Dorset, the Secretary of the Board, received an intimation that 

the appointment had been approved. Mr. Dorset telegraphed to Mr. Malcolm to that effect, 

and has now received a reply from that gentleman, that, being tired of waiting for the 

Carterton Committee to meet, he accepted last Friday a position in the Greymouth High 

School. Mr. Malcolm is the possessor of first-class testimonials, and would have made an 

excellent assistant in the Carterton School. 

25
th

 April 1887 Sir — Referring to your paragraph in Thursday's Post, reflecting on the 

Carterton School Committee for losing the services of Mr. Malcolm, I would like to inform 

your readers that the School Committee met on Monday, the 4th instant, by arrangement 



previously made purposely to deal with such matters as the meeting of the Education Board 

on the previous Wednesday might occasion. Five days had elapsed when the meeting was 

held, but the only intimation the committee then had was what had been got horn the 

Wellington papers. Several days after the committee meeting, the testimonials were sent np, 

but by this time the holidays had commended, which caused their detention here for three or 

four days longer. If blame attaches to anyone, I should say it is  to the officers of the 

Education Board, for not giving the matter prompter attention. I am, Ac., R. Fairbrother, 

Chairman. 

27
th

 April 1887 CARTERTON.  The following were elected members of the Carterton 

School Committee without 1 opposition; Messrs. R, Fairbrother  (Chairman), B. Anderson 

(Treasurer), W. B, Campin, Jas, Stevens, Joe. Aplin, W. Carter, and E, Butler 

28
th

 April 1887 It was decided to transfer Mr. Dempsey from the Carterton School to the 

Mount Cook School at once, the appointment having been made some time back. 

5
th

 May 1887 The action of the Board of Education in selecting Miss Treadwell as assistant in 

the Upper Hutt School, Mr. Everiss as master of the Dreyerton School, and Mr. Finlay 

Bethune as assistant in the Carterton School, has been confirmed by the committees 

interested 

14
th

 May 1887 Tenders are invited by the Education Board tor additions to the Carterton 

School, .and repairs to the Teacher’s residence 

18
th

 May 1887 The Carterton School boys beat the Greytown School boys at football on 

Saturday last by two tries to nil. The Rev W. T. Western acted as umpire for Greytown, 

25
th

 May 1887 Tenders were opened for the proposed additions to the Carterton School, but 

the work was found to be too costly to. justify such an expenditure. The matter of repairing 

the  master's residence was left in the hands of Messrs.. Buchanan and Bunny 

13
th

 October 1887 SAD DEATH AT CARTERTON, (United Press Association,)  Carterton, 

October 13 Arthur Moore, pupil teacher at the Carterton school, was found shot dead in 

school this morning. He went to the head master for the keys to open | the school and ring the  

bell. Mr. Bethune, the assistant master, not hearing the bell ring went for the key, but 

ascertained that Moore had obtained-it. Mr. Bethune forced, the door open, but found the 

inside door locked  and the key inside. On getting through the window he smelt powder, and 

on looking round saw Moore lying dead, his head terribly shattered, one of  the school 

carbines lying alongside him. Moore, was studying with Bethune till 9 o'clock last night. .No 

reason can be assigned for the  fearful act, and much sympathy is expressed for his family, 

who have .resided hero since the formation of' the settlement, 

14
th

 October 1887 The inquest on the body of the, unfortunate young man, Arthur Moore, 

who shot himself at Carterton yesterday morning, takes place today. From what we can 

gather, the  deceased appeared m his usual spirits yesterday, having joined in a discussion, 

and expressed his opinion on the political situation, during breakfast time. He was a 

lieutenant in the school cadets, a prominent member of the local Football Club, and was 

universally liked. He passed a Pupil Teacher's examination creditably this year, and was 

studying for a further advancement. No reason can be assigned for the sad act, which has cast 

a- gloom over the district, as the parents of  the deceased, have resided in Carterton since the 

settlement was founded. The funeral will take place on Sunday next at the Clareville 

cemetery 

14
th

 October 1887 With regard to the death of Arthur Moore at Carterton, it was no doubt a 

case of suicide, though nothing has as yet transpired to indicate what caused him to commit 

such a rash act. He was the fourth -son of T. Moore, storekeeper, who is an old and respected 



settler at Carterton. He won an Education Board scholarship when a boy, and always seemed 

most attentive to his studies. He was about 19 years old. 

17
th

 October 1877 The vacancy on the staff of the Carterton School, caused by the death of 

Mr. Arthur Moore, is to be temporarily filled by Miss Grace Brann, who commenced duty 

this morning. 

21
st
 October 1877 Masterton School Committee The  Carterton School Committee wrote 

asking for co-operation to influence the Board to appoint an independent Inspector for the  

annual examination of the  junior classes, instead of, as proposed, leaving the examination in 

the hands of the teachers. On the motion of Mr. Lowes, the Carterton Committee were 

informed that the Masterton Committee had no official intimation of the arrangements of the 

Board for the  annual examination. 

27
th

 October 1887 Wellington Education Board With reference to an application from the 

Carterton School Committee for the appointment of a temporary inspector, no action was 

taken. 

30
th

 November 1887 At the Wellington Education Board mooting to-day an application fora 

bonus to Mrs. Jones of Carterton was not granted 

1888 
1888 216 Carterton Samuel Edward 

 
Headmaster £275 $53,889 

1888 216 Carterton Duncan Annie 
 

Female £75 $14,697 

1888 216 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £75 $14,697 

1888 216 Carterton Stuart-Forbes Eliza 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £40 $7,838 

1888 216 Carterton Darroch Robert 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £25 $4,899 

1888 216 Carterton Brann Grace 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,919 
23

rd
 February 1888 The Carterton School Committee favor the election of the Rev. Paterson- 

and  Messrs. Young and Brown to a seat on the Education Board, 

20
th

 March 1888 The following are the results of the examinations conducted in the 

Masterton, Carterton, Clareville, Greytown, and Featherstone schools last week by Inspector 

Lee :— Standard Vl.— Masterton, 18 presented, 17 passed ; Carterton, 12 presented, 8 

passed ; Clareville, 6 presented, 6 passed ; Greytown, 9 presented, 9 passed ; Featherston, 6 

presented, 6 passed. Standard VII. — Masterton, 3 passed 

25
th

 April 1888 The following .particulars of the educational courses of the Wellington 

candidates who passed the last Junior Civil Service examination will be of interest : Included  

Robert Darroch, Greytown School 3 months, Carterton School 6 ½ years, Wellington College 

1 year 

25
th

 April 888 School Committee Carterton, Messrs. R. Fail-brother (chairman), E. Anderson, 

J, Stevens, J. Applin, H. H. Wolters, G. Deller, A. Armstrong 

3
rd

 July 1888 The general topic of conversation here is the extraordinary and inexplicable 

conduct of a member of the Carterton School Committee towards the head master of the 

school. The last meeting of the committee was considerably prolonged, certain charges being 

preferred against the master and the manner in which the school was conducted ; amongst 

them was an objection to the teachers smoking in the playground during recreation hours in 

the presence of the school children 

23
rd

 July 1888 At the meeting of the Carterton School Committee last Monday, it was 

resolved that the carbines kept in racks  in the class-room should be packed up in boxes. The 

other business was merely of a routine character, and of no interest to the public 



28
th

 August 1888 I hear that Inspector Lee paid a " surprise visit" to the Carterton School last 

week, and Expressed surprise that the cadet corps' arms had been removed from the stands 

and packed away in boxes. This action .was taken on the recommendation of the School 

Committee, one of the members remarking, during the dissuasion, " that he objected to his  

children having to keep the carbines clean.", They will be returned to the Commanding 

Officer of the District. It is also rumoured that the staff of teachers of this school is about to 

be reduced. 

29
th

 August 1888 The Board of Education made the following transfers this morning :— Mr. 

Charles Harper, from Featherston to Te Whiti, and Mr. Finlay Bethune, from Carterton to 

Manukau . Both transfers are subject to the  approval of the committees. 

29
th

 August 1888 The Board declined to grant an application from the Carterton Committee 

for a vote of £5 for laying down a floor in the  shelter shed 

31
st
 August 1888 The Carterton School Cadet Rifle Volunteers have been disbanded. 

5
th

 September 1888 The appointment of Miss Searle as teacher of the Wainui-o-mata school 

has been confirmed by the committee, and she will enter upon her duties as soon as 

arrangements can be 'made for her transfer from the Carterton school 

5
th

 September 1888 A number of residents are of opinion that there are no grounds for the 

sore throat “scare,” on account of which the Committee closed the school. The public are 

now agitating for the re-opening of the school, and the Committee will be called together to 

consider the question, and will probably rescind the previous resolution. There is also a 

strong feeling that the reports as to the closets being unclean and unhealthy were grossly 

exaggerated, the majority of the parents agreeing that praise is due to the Committee for their 

cleanly state. 

7
th

 September 1888 The Carterton School Committee met last night and decided to re-open 

the school on Monday next. As a matter of fact the closet pits have not yet been emptied, and 

nothing has been done in the way of sanitary improvements. About .£12 has been collected 

for this purpose, the disposition of which will be considered at the next ordinary meeting, 

which takes place in a week. The action of the committee in opening the school before 

disposing of the existing nuisance is in some quarters unfavourably  commented upon, and 

several parents have informed the committee that they will not allow their children to attend 

8
th

 September 1888 The School Committee met last evening, and resolved to open the school 

on the 10th inst., instead of the 17th inst., as previously decided upon. It was thought that the 

proposed change in the sanitary arrangements of the school were not urgent, and action was 

deferred till the next meeting. No deaths have occurred nor any epidemic been caused 

amongst the children which can be directly or indirectly attributed to the sanitary condition of 

the school. Advices were received from the Education, Board that the Misses Cooke and 

Duncan had been appointed to the assistantships in the school caused by the removal of Mr.  

Bethune and Miss Searle, and the Committee did not disapprove the appointment.  Annie 

Duncan came from Upper Hutt School and in 1889 went to teach for 15 years at Gladstone 

school before going back Wallaceville School in Upper Hutt 

27
th

 September 1888 Inspector Lee was requested to report on the necessity, for shifting 

closets, &c., at the Carterton school 

9
th

 October 1888 The Carterton School examination has concluded. The passes are as follow: 

— First standard, 54; second standard, 10; third, 16; fourth, 38; fifth, 13; sixth, 4; seventh, 1. 

The only weakness in the school appeared to be in standards two and three. 



31
st
 October 1888 Inspector Lee’s report to Wellington Education Board included: Carterton, 

head teacher's work good, assistant's work weak, school conducted for the last year under 

great difficulties and drawbacks ; 

It was explained that one of the difficulties under which the Carterton School had laboured 

had been the action of the committee, in harassing the head master, whom some of them were 

desirous of getting out of the school. Mr. Lee said that one of the junior teachers was  the 

daughter of the teacher of the neighbouring school at Clareville, which was a hindrance to the 

head master, and greatly tied his hand. The Chairman said the best solution of the difficulty 

would be the removal of the head master. Mr. Lee said that he believed the master prayed for 

removal. The Chairman observed that this would no doubt be done. The discussion then 

dropped. 

31
st
 October 1888 On the Inspector's recommendation, £10 was voted to the Carterton 

Committee towards the cost of removing closets 

6
th

 November 1888 Mr. Dorset, Secretary of the Education Board, is at present in the 

Wairarapa district, acting, in conjunction with Mr. H. Bunny and the masters of the 

Masterton, Carterton, and Greytown Schools, in conducting the preliminary examination of 

candidates for employment as pupil teachers 

6
th

 November 1888 Sir— ln your issue of the 1st instant you give a precis of the Inspector's 

report on the various schools he had examined during the month, and amongst them is the 

Carterton School. It is both instructive and amusing to read the excuses furnished by him on  

behalf of the head master for the unsatisfactory state of the school. He says: — "1, The school 

was conducted last year under great difficulties and drawbacks . 2. The action of the 

committee in harassing the head master. 3. A junior teacher,  being the daughter of the 

teacher of the Clareville school , was a hindrance to the head master, and greatly tied his 

hands." All these statements require further explanation. Bare assertions are hardly sufficient 

to maintain them, and for that reason I will ask the following :— l. What did the great 

difficulties and drawbacks consist of? 2. in what way did the Committee harass the head 

master ; and if they did (which is denied), was their action  in the interests of the school or 

not? 3. Sow it was possible for the headmaster to be prevented from doing his duty from the 

fact that a junior teacher under him was the daughter of a teacher in the neighbourhood. : The 

Inspector further says, "The headmaster's work was good, the assistant's ' weak." Would not 

any assistant under the ' Board receiving .£150 a year produce ' as good or perhaps better 

results under similar circumstances? The good work in this case consists of making about 80 

per cent, passes in 5, 6, and 7 Standards of under 25 pupils. As it is possible more will be 

heard of this report, I will not say more at present. L am, Ac, A. Armstrong. Carterton, 3rd 

November, 1888. 

7
th

 December 1888 The transfer of Mr. Brann from the charge of the Clareville School to the 

head-master-ship of the school at Carterton has been approved by the committee of the latter, 

and he will enter upon his new duties after the holidays. The  vacancy at Clareville  is to be 

filled by Mr. Flux, at present in charge of the Pahautanui School 

28
th

 December 1888 Mr. E. Samuel, the Carterton schoolmaster, was entertained at a banquet 

at the Marquis of Normanby Hotel last night, Mr. V. Booth in the chair. It was a very 

representative gathering. Mr. Samuel u\ to be presented with a testimonial from the School 

Committee and friends. 

Mr. Samuel was transferred to Clyde Quay School Wellington as an assistant male teacher 

with a pay cut of £55 per annum. He taught for two years at that school 



1889 
1889 241 Carterton Brann John H 

 
Headmaster £275 $49,998 

1889 241 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £75 $13,636 

1889 241 Carterton Bannister Mary 
 

Assistant Female £60 $10,909 

1889 241 Carterton Stuart-Forbes Eliza 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £40 $7,272 

1889 241 Carterton Darroch Robert 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £30 $5,454 

1889 241 Carterton Brann Grace 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,636 

1889 241 Carterton Broadbent Mary A 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £15 $2,727 
10

th
 January 1889 The  annual examination of candidates for teachers' certificates in the BCD 

and E grades commenced yesterday at the  Terrace School. Mr. Lee, Inspector of Schools, 

and Mr. Samuel, late headmaster of the Carterton School, are acting  as supervisors. 

30
th

 January 1889 A letter was read from Mr. E. Samuel, late head teacher at Carterton, 

thanking the Board for their consideration in the matter of his transfer to the Clyde Quay 

School, in which he is head assistant. 

28
th

 March 1889 Applications for increase of salary by Miss Isabella Campbell (pupil teacher 

at Newtown), Miss Annie Duncan, and Miss E. Stuart Forbes (pupil-teachers at Carterton) 

were refused. 

24
th

 April 1889 The Board decided that it would proceed at a later date with the additions of a 

classroom to the Carterton School, and tenders were ordered to be  invited in the meantime. 

19
th

 July 1889 Miss Mary Broadbent has been appointed a probation teacher ln Carterton 

School 

26
th

 April 1889 CARTERTON. Messrs. R. Fairbrother, 18 (chairman) ; G. W. Deller, 24; W. 

J. Lindop, 14 ; A. Armstrong, 16 ; J. Aplin, 32 ; Henry Robinson, 19 ; W. P. Allen, 16 

2
nd

 August 1889 Additions are to be made to Carterton School in December next. A member 

of the Education board visited the school some short time ago  and as a result of his report a 

promise was given that two large class rooms should be added at the rear. The 

accommodation thus provided will form an attachment similar to the now front portion of the 

present school. This will bring the total number of  class rooms up to seven there already 

being five,  

The attendance at the Carterton public school has greatly increased during last six months, 

The average for that period shows a daily attendance of two hundred and forty-four children, 

and for the  last week the number even reached two hundred and seventy per day. At the 

same time last year and for several previous years, the regular school-goers numbered only 

from two hundred and ten to two hundred and fifteen, so there has been a decided 

improvement, 

29
th

 April 1889 Miss Annie Duncan, now assistant-teacher at Carterton, has been appointed 

to the charge of Gladstone school Miss Duncan was 15 years at Gladstone before going for 3 

years to Wallaceville School 

31st July 1889 The question of making a grant to the Carterton Committee for the erection of 

a washhouse and the purchase of a stove, was deferred 

14
th

 August 1889 The Kokatau Mystery. The Lost Boy. The search parties which were out 

yesterday found no trace of the missing child little Thompson, and the circumstances make 

his disappearance altogether inexplicable. There was practically no scrub or thick brushwood 

at the spot where the boy was last remembered to have been seen. The nearest bush was a 

quarter of a mile away quite; and to get to it he would have to have gone in the direction of 

his father's house. The  ground has been thoroughly searched everywhere within a radius of 



two miles of the spot. About fifty persons wore engaged in looking for the boy yesterday, 

twenty-five of whom were school children from the Carterton School, thoughtfully and 

promptly sent by Mr. Brann, the schoolmaster, in response to the valuable suggestion of 

Constable Darby, who throughout had displayed much quick energy. It might here be 

mentioned, that the child was first missed. at about three o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. News 

reached Constable Darby at a quarter to ten o'clock at night, and within twenty minutes he 

had organised a search party of seven, who immediately sot off for Kokatau, so that , the 

chances of finding the little one alive and well should not be neglected. It is now feared that 

serious mishap must have befallen the child, as the showery and not over warm weather, if lie 

were exposed to it, would be killing in its effect. 

15
th

 August 1889 Yesterday, some five and twenty boys from the Carterton public school, 

accompanied by a large number of residents in the  borough, proceeded to Kokatau, to assist 

in the search for Mr. Thompson's lost child. The party, including local settlers and Mr. Udy’s 

mill hands, numbered about 60, and extended in open order a few yards apart, they 

thoroughly beat np the country for a radius of one and a half miles from the point where the 

child was missed. Although numerous dogs were used, and every creek and water-hole 

searched, no traces of the lost boy have  been discovered, and the matter is creating great 

consternation in the neighbourhood. Today a search party of 40 are out, determined to clear 

up the mystery of the child's disappearance. 

19
th

 September 1889 The body of the child Thompson, lost at Kokatau a few weeks ago, has 

been found on the other side of the trig station, on Carter's property some miles from the 

scene of its disappearance. P, .Crewe, who discovered it, has just brought in the news. It was 

in a hole which probably had been dry, but is now full of water 

23
rd

 October 1889 At the Carterton School Committee meeting on Monday evening, great 

indignation was expressed that the Education Board should still continue to refuse to appoint 

a second master to the Carterton school, though the average attendance now exceeds the  

number required to warrant the appointment. It is understood that strong representations will 

be made to the Board on the matter. 

24
th

 October 1889 The result of Inspector Lee's examination of the Greytown, Featherston 

and Carterton Schools stands thus:—Passes, Greytown, 91 per cent, Featherston, 86 per cent, 

Carterton, 80 per cent. 

30
th

 October 1898 Inspector Lee’s report included Carterton.— Mostly weak passes in 

standards 6 and 4, with many failures. The teachers of these classes have been reported to the 

Board as weak by the head teacher. Miss Bannister is quite unimpressive as a teacher There is 

much good work in other parts of the school, especially in the higher classes taught by the 

head teacher. Mary Bannister went to Mangatainoka School, North of Pahiatua in 1899 

19
th

 November 1889 This Day. At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee last night, 

the following resolution was passed, on the motion of Mr. G. W. Deller i — " That this 

committee strongly object to the action taken by Mr. Lee in publicly reporting Miss Bannister 

to the Education Board, and considering the circumstances  under which Miss  Bannister was 

appointed, think the action taken by Mr. Lee very premature and uncalled for." I might say 

that, in response to an application for a male teacher, Miss Bannister was appointed by the 

Board on the condition that if she did not suit, a certificated master would be found. She is, 

therefore, while endeavouring to discharge duties beyond her power, considerably injured as 

a teacher, by the Inspector's remarks. The committee also resolved to ask the Board for a 

teacher to temporarily take charge of the school during the headmaster's illness. 



27
th

 November 1889 The Board decided to adhere to their former determination with 

reference to the dismissal of a teacher in the Carterton School and another in the Porirua 

School. The question of removing the teacher at Wainuiomata was left in the Chairman's 

hands. Think the Carterton reference was actually Tinui 

27
th

 November 1889 Miss Louisa Forbes, of the Carterton School, applied to be transferred to 

the  Lower Hutt School, where there is a vacancy. The application was supported by the 

Chairman, and the Board/ agreed to 1 the transfer 

Leave of absence until Christmas was granted to Mr. Brown, head teacher at Carterton, on 

account of ill health Actually Mr. Brann 

21
st
 December 1889 At a meeting of the committee of the Education Board Hub morning, it 

was decided that the architect should take back the plans for the erection of an additional 

class-room at Carterton School, and call for fresh tenders, such tenders to be received and 

dealt with by the Chairman of the Board, and the plans to be left at the shop of the Carterton 

chemist, for the convenience of tenderers 

1890 
1890 242 Carterton Brann John H 

 
Headmaster £275 $51,879 

1890 242 Carterton Williamson John 
 

Assistant Master £100 $18,865 

1890 242 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £75 $14,149 

1890 242 Carterton Cowles Jabez A 
 

Male  Pupil Teacher £50 $9,433 

1890 242 Carterton Darroch Robert 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £40 $7,546 

1890 242 Carterton Brann Grace 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,603 

1890 242 Carterton Darroch Robert 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £30 $5,660 

1890 242 Carterton Broadbent Mary A 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,773 
9

th
 January 1890 Messrs. Reynolds and Dixon are the successful tenderers for additions to the  

Carterton school at £230 

5
th

 February 1890 Mr. J. H Williamson, at present in the  West Clive School. Hawkes Bay to 

the  assistantship in the Carterton School 

6
th

 February 1890 The Carterton School treat takes place to-morrow 

12
th

 February 1890 Mr. Alex. Penny, teacher of the Eketahuna State School, and Mr. Hugh 

Thompson, who was only recently appointed to the Carterton School, have forwarded their 

resignations to the  Education Board 

2
nd

 April 1890 The  influenza epidemic has, according to our Carterton contemporary, broken 

out in the Carterton School and in Featherston, six cases having been reported in the  latter 

township 

3
rd

 April 1890 The report a few days since that influenza epidemic had broken out in the 

Carterton School was perhaps premature, at least it gave an exaggerated idea of the state of 

things. A few children have been  absent, and it is possible that they may have been Buffering 

iii the manner indicated, but their teachers have had no Intimation of the fact. The members 

of the  staff, however, seem more susceptible than the children, and Mr. Darroch, one of the  

teachers, is at present laid up with a very decided attack of influenza, or, aa it is more 

fashionable to call it, "La grippe." Another teacher also shows signs of succumbing. Besides 

this, there are one or two other violent cases among the residents of Carterton, and several 

milder ones. 

7
th

 May 1890 Mr. Robert Lee, Inspector of Schools, is at present in the Carterton district, He 

will examine the Gladstone School tomorrow, and will visit Belvidere and Parkvale schools 



early next week for a similar purpose. He will also while in the locality probably take a look 

through the Carterton School, 

22
nd

 May 1890 We notice that a sketch of life and character in the  form of a novel has been 

written by Miss E H Searle, a lady whose sister, Miss C 0 Searle, was for a time resident at 

Carterton, where she was on the teaching staff of the school, The story opens in the 

Wairarapa, and it is said that the names of the characters differ  so slightly from those of 

existing personages whom we all know, as to convey distinct impression that they are not 

then  entirely of the  fictitious class so usually adopted :by authors. 

23
rd

 May 1890 The  local School Committee has instructed that no home lessons shall be 

given to the children of parents who object to them. Apart from wisdom or otherwise of their 

action, it seems that such an order which at least means interference with school discipline or 

the syllabus should be considered by the Education Board, and whatever policy was 

considered most desirable should be universally applied to all schools alike. The effect of the 

present step will be to handicap the Carterton school against other schools, and as the course 

and method of education is essentially governed by the Education Board any move in the 

direction of tampering with it is open to question 

The  matter, as affecting a principle and as relating to a subject upon which there has boon 

much controversy, is of more than local importance  

24
th

 May 1890 Masterton School Committee re Toilets included The Carterton School 

Committee have a system of earth, with an iron bucket under each seat, with a contrivance to 

separate the liquids from the solids, It is claimed that offensive smells is thus reduced to a 

minimum, I think that this method with some alterations may safely be adopted at Masterton 

28
th

 May 1890 The Carterton School Committee has resolved that home lessons be not given 

to the  children of parents who object to them, and our Carterton contemporary, while 

sympathising with the object which the Committee has in view fears that it has exceeded its 

powers, and that the Board should be invited to lay down a rule so that one school might not 

be handicapped by abstaining from the benefits supposed to be derivable from (he home 

lesson practice. Wo question whether Boards have any more jurisdiction than Committees on 

such a practice, School hours are clearly defined by regulation, and Boards, Committees, and 

teachers are alike without power to either impose home-lessons or remit them, No other 

possible view of home-lessons can be taken than that they are optional on the part of children, 

subject, of course, to parental control, and any teacher who made them compulsory would 

clearly exceed his powers, and render himself liable to correction, Wo believe it is the 

opinion of the best members of the profession that an ordinary teacher ought to be able to 

pass an ordinary pupil without having recourse to home-lessons , If, therefore, such lessons 

are imposed, it follows that either the teacher is not up to his work, or the pupil has been 

negligent either in attendances or study. In Masterton, some of the  most successful passes in 

higher standards have been obtained without having resort to the homo-lesson system, and 

from facts which have come  under our own notice, we have come to the conclusion that such 

lessons, when generally and indiscriminately applied are a mistaken device on the part of 

weak teachers. Of course ambitious pupils who desire to distinguish themselves, will, without 

any encouragement from their teachers, devote a certain portion of their leisure evenings to 

working up subjects in which they feel they are deficient. Voluntary efforts of this character 

are of course commendable, and are very different to the compulsory task which sometimes 

has been set by thoughtless teachers for weary children, Five hours a day are quite adequate 

for teaching an average child all that is necessary for him or her to learn, and all that the 

mental capacity of the child is capable of absorbing, As a matter of fact, wo do not believe 

that nine children out of ten are mentally fitted for say three hours of real study per diem, Wo 

are not sorry that the Carterton Committee has called attention to the question of home-



lessons, because we recognise that it is a subject upon which considerable misconception 

exists, and a Committee has quite as much right as the Board to question it, The Act states 

that a school shall be kept open five days in each 'week for at least four hours, two of which 

shall be in the forenoon, and two in the afternoon, and that the school shall be conducted in 

accordance with this regulation, Evening studies are clearly excluded, and not, even an 

Education Board can, against the will of a parent, impose a home-lesson. 

17
th

 June 1890 The average  daily attendance at the Carterton school for May has been 234 

children 

25
th

 June 1890 The Board decided to sink an artesian well in the grounds of the Carterton 

School. 

4
th

 September 1890 Thirty-five pupils at the Clareville school and seventy at the  Carterton 

school have sent in papers fur the Education Board's annual competitive drawing examination 

The Clareville work seemed to be a great improvement upon that of last year, The drawing 

there was firmer, cleaner, and free from the stupid mistakes which last year characterised a 

few of the papers at this school, Carterton school has also sent in a creditable exhibition; ' 

8
th

 October 1890 The attendance at the Carterton School for the  quarter  which ended with 

the 30th September, has been :- Actual average at school 242  number on the roll 288. It will 

be  noticed that the number of children who attended regularly has been large in proportion to 

the  strength of the  roll, considering that July, August and September are  the worst months 

in the year, The figures for the  corresponding quarter last year were; Strict average 

attendance 241 number on roll 301, 

16
th

 October 1890 The precise result of the Carterton School Annual Examination was ten 

failures and six "exceptions," or an average of about ninety-five per cent who passed 

13
th

 November 1890 An additional piece of land to increase the site of the playground at the 

Carterton School has just been purchased by the Committee there, It consists of an acre, with 

a main road frontage, and which until now was owned by Mr. H, Callister. The Committee 

was subsidised to the extent of about twenty five pounds by the  Education Board, and have 

to make up the  remaining portion of the  purchase money locally. The figure, (said to be 

between £40 and £50  for the half acre) is rather a "fancy" price for ground in that locality; 

but the  owner was not bound, to sell. and the Committee were obliged, to buy,' A section 

separated from the school would not have suited The  buildings will now stand on about acres 

and a quarter of land. 

1891 
1891 236 Carterton Brann John H  Headmaster £275 $51,422 

1891 236 Carterton Williamson John  Assistant Master £100 $18,699 

1891 235 Carterton Jones Mary  Assistant Female £75 $14,024 

1891 235 Carterton Cowles Jabez A  Male  Pupil Teacher £50 $9,350 

1891 235 Carterton Darroch Robert  Male Pupil Teacher £50 $9,350 

1891 235 Carterton Brann Grace  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,480 

1891 235 Carterton Darroch Robert  Male Pupil Teacher £30 $5,610 

1891 235 Carterton Broadbent Mary A  Female  Pupil Teacher £20 $3,740 
20

th
 March 1891 It having been reported to the committee of the Carterton School that there 

were many children of school age in the district who do not attend any school, that body has 

instructed the head-master to ascertain the names of such children with a view to putting in 

force the truant clauses of the Act. 

20
th

 March 1891 The attendance at the Carterton school for last month averaged 231. 



7
th

 April 1891 Interest in the coming School Committee election is already being displayed in 

Carterton. The candidates, according to report, will more than double the number required. 

An active canvass in favour of a certain sot is being carried on, and  it is stated that the 

present will have to look out if they wish to retain their seats. 

21
st
 April 1891 List of nominations for School Committee Carterton.— J. Applin. W. B. 

Allen, E. Butler, G. W. Deller, W. Downard. W. J. Lindop, W. Moore, J. Meyrick, A. 

Hughan, P. Robinson, J. Stevens 

30
th

 April 1891 School Committee  elected Joe Applin, W. P. Allen, James Stevens, H. 

Robinson, W. Moore, G. W. Deller, W. J. Lindop,. 

16
th

 July 1891 The school grounds at Carterton were stumped and ploughed on Monday, and 

about seventy trees planted 

19
th

 August 1891 The average attendance at the Carterton school during the past quarter was 

221. 

27
th

 August 1891 A very successful concert was given last night (Wednesday) by the school 

children of Carterton, assisted by some of the adult local talent. The proceeds are to be 

devoted to the benefit of the school. Great credit is due to Mr. Williamson (a teacher of the 

school) for the interest he takes in the children, and also to the Committee for their able 

assistance rendered in the matter, 

20
th

 October 1891 The Carterton school funds benefit to the extent of eleven guineas by the 

proceeds of a concert promoted by the committee here. Improvements have been made in the 

school grounds, half an acre having been purchased, and the site of the old Town Hall leased, 

and the whole is now enclosed with a substantial fence, thanks to the energy of this and the 

former committee. 

12
th

 November 1891 First Grade Drawing Examinations in the Wellington Education District. 

Ella B. Armstrong, Mary, Bassett, A. M. Broadbent, E. J. Chew, W . J. Hurt, R. V. King, A. 

J. Lindop, Flora S. McKenzie, Edith McKenzie, Esther Miller, S. W. Moore, Isabel Parker, 

Mabel M. Yule 

23
rd

 November 1891 In consequence of the falling off in the school attendance, the 

compulsory attendance clauses are to be enforced in Carterton, 

26
th

 November 1891 A supplementary grant of £5 was made to the Carterton Committee for 

fencing 

1892 
1892 242 Carterton Brann John H 

 
Headmaster £275 $51,010 

1892 242 Carterton Smith William B 
 

Assistance Male £150 $27,824 

1892 242 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £75 $13,912 

1892 242 Carterton Brann Grace 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £40 $7,420 

1892 242 Carterton Foss Reginald J 
 

Male Pupil Teacher £40 $7,420 

1892 242 Carterton Broadbent Mary A 
 

Female  Pupil Teacher £30 $5,565 

1892 242 Carterton Armstrong W 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,637 
27

th
 January 1892 In our Scholarship list the other day, under the  division of country 

scholarships, a successful candidate, Emily Thompson, 427 marks, was credited to Carterton 

School. It should have boon Greytown 

11
th

 February 1892 Mary Broadbent classified 4
th

 year Pupil Teacher 

17
th

 February 1892  The boys of Carterton defeated the Masterton boys in a cricket match 

played on Saturday last 



9
th

 March 1892 Education Board, Wellington, 8th March, 1892. APPLICATIONS for the 

following Appointments will be received at the office, up to the  25th instant :— co 

First Assistant Master, Terrace School. Salary, £220  

Assistant Master, Carterton School. Salary, £100 to 

 Assistant Teacher, Clyde-quay School, Salary, £75  

Assistant, Waihenga School. Salary, £60  

Assistant, Clareville School. Salary, £60 

All applications must be made on forms to be obtained from this office.  A. DORSET, 

Secretary 

23
rd

 March 1892 The number of children on the roll of the Carterton School is now 296, 

about half that of Masterton 

30
th

 March 1892 Certain improvements were ordered to be effected to the teacher's residence 

at Carterton. 

4
th

 April 1892 Mr. John Williamson of the Carterton School left on Friday last to take up his 

new appointment ae assistant master at Newtown, Wellington. Mr. William B, Smith, who is 

not long out from Scotland replaces him at Carterton. 

5
th

 April 1892 A valuable set of books, subscribed for by the Carterton school children, their 

parents, and the committee, has boon presented to Mr. John Williamson, assistant teacher, on 

his leaving here for promotion to the Newtown School. Mr. W. B. Smith, on the Board's 

recommendation, takes his place here. There were seven applicants. 

30
th

 May 1892 The Pahiatua School Committee have approved of the appointment of Mr. 

Dunck, of Carterton, as assistant teacher to the school, Actually Robert Darroch ex Carterton 

School 

15
th

 June 1892 The following will represent the Carterton, school team against Masterton on 

Saturday next at Masterton:  

Full back-Alic  Lindop, ¾ J, Parker, Lindop, Teal; ½ —Armstrong, Hamilton ; 

 Forwards—Moore, Armstrong (2), McKenzie, Goodin, Harman, Darrock, Hamilton, Lindop. 

Emergencies— Beckett), Broadbent,  Fairbrother 

20
th

 June 1892 The Masterton schoolboys were defeated by the Carterton school on Saturday 

last by two tries to love. 

22
nd

 June 1892 The Carterton .School Committee has decided to prosecute the parents of 

those  children who have not attended school for twelve months. 

29
th

 June 1892 Miss Armstrong appointed Pupil Teacher Winifred 

31
st
  August 1892 The question of erecting an additional school at Carterton was deferred in 

order that a report might be obtained from the carpenter. 

5
th

 September 1892 Mr. J. A. Cowles, assistant teacher at the Carterton school, is about to 

receive promotion and transfer. Jabez Cowles went to Mangatainoka School The Northern 

Most School of the Wellington Education Board on the now State Highway 2, 

7
th

 September 1892 The following boys will represent the Wairarapa school team in the  

return match with the Wellington schools, at Wellington, on Saturday next:—Backs, Daysh 

(Waingawa), Fildes and Rogers (Greytown), Diamond, Parker, A, Lindop and A. H, Lindop 

(Carterton), forwards, Reynolds (Parkvale), Hart (Dalefield), Welch (Matarawa), Eccleton 

(Greytown), Goodin, P. and L. Armstrong (Carterton), Buckeridge (Clareville). Emergencies, 

backs, W. Moore and McKenzie (Carterton). Forwards, Braithwaite (Carterton) and Haigh 

(Greytown. The team will be under the  charge of Mr. Cowles, of the Carterton school. They 

proceed to Wellington by the  afternoon train on Friday next, 



29
th

 September 1892 It was resolved that Mr. R. Foss, pupil teacher at the Dalefield school, 

should be transferred to the Carterton school, and Miss Chester  was appointed pupil teacher 

at the Dalefield school in his stead. 

12
th

 October 1892 Six Carterton schoolboys, out rabbiting on Friday last, discovered a bottle 

of whisky " planted" amongst some log}. They drank the  lot between them, and suffered in 

consequence. The Observer says the boys are not likely in a hurry to forget the glorious (?) 

holiday at the exam, of 1892, and how they were caught in the  bush by the wicked gnome 

Tanglefoot , and compelled to fall down and worship him. 

27
th

 October 1892 State Drawing Competition First Class. Carterton Results 

Keith Armstrong, Leonard Aplin, Charles R. Armstrong, Stanley Bayliss, Harold B. Bayliss, 

Rupert Chew, Ernest E, Coker, Wm. P. Foster, Eustace C. Fairbrother, Margaret Graham, 

Leonard Hamilton, Llewellyn Hamilton, Charlotte H. Kerr, R. King, Frank J. Lindop, Mina 

McKenzie, Francis J. Proctor, Joseph A. Parker, Alice M. Sullivan, Elsie E. Sullivan, Maud 

A. Stevens, John A. Stevens, Eva M. Ward, Ellen L White 

15
th

 December 1892 Miss Brann, late pupil teacher at Carterton, has been promoted to be first 

assistant at the Clareville school, - 

1893 
1893 196 Carterton Brann John H  Headmaster £275 $49,822 

1893 196 Carterton Smith William B  Assistance Male £150 $27,176 

1893 196 Carterton Jones Mary  Assistant Female £75 $13,588 

1893 196 Carterton Brann Grace L  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,059 

1893 196 Carterton Foss Reginald J  Male Pupil Teacher £45 $8,153 

1893 196 Carterton Armstrong W  Female Pupil Teacher £35 $6,341 

1893 196 Carterton Broadbent Mary A  Female  Pupil Teacher £35 $6,341 
8

th
 February 1893 . A case of diphtheria was reported to the Medical Officer of the Board of 

Health yesterday, and as the result the public school has been closed. 

9
th

 February 1893 Pupil Teacher Examination passes Reginald Foss (5
th

 Year), Winifred 

Armstrong (4
th

 Year) 

27
th

 February  1893 Inspector Lee mot the Committee of the Carterton school on Thursday 

evening at the school when the vexed question of the system of teaching sawing was brought 

up, Mr. Lee explained that a new principle had been adopted in most of the largo schools, 

giving a greater variety of work than could be obtained by making a single large garment. 

Miniature garments are made  with the same object. The Committee complained that neither 

of these systems wore carried out in the school, but large quantities of material were cutout to 

waste. Mr. Lee said that really rested with the teacher.  

Mr. Brann, the head teacher, said if any parents wished their children to make a garment they 

might send the material for that purpose and it should be done, The desire of the committee 

would also be made known to the sewing teacher. Arrangements were made for drawing up 

rules relating to the school library. Certain repairs required in the school buildings were 

pointed out to Mr. Lee who promised to support the matter if brought before the Board 

25
th

 April 1893 School Committee Messrs.. James Stevens (Chairman), W. J. King, J. 

Applin,. A. Hughan, Joseph Stevens, E. Applin, Deller . Lindop, and A. Armstrong 

31
st
 May 1893  Wellington Education Board The  carpenter was instructed to make necessary 

repairs to shed and supply a new tank at the Carterton School, 

28
th

 June 1893 A request made by the Carterton Committee  for a teacher to relieve the head 

master, , Mr. Brann, while absent on sick leave, was left in the hands of the Chairman to deal 



, with. It was decided to instruct the carpenter  to erect a wash-house for the teacher's , 

residence at Carterton 

1894 
1894 245 Carterton Kay John 

 
Headmaster £275 $49,552 Acting 

1894 245 Carterton Smith William B 
 

Assistance Male £150 $27,029 
 1894 245 Carterton Jones Mary 

 
Assistant Female £80 $14,415 

 1894 245 Carterton Brann Grace L 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £60 $10,811 
 1894 245 Carterton Foss Reginald J 

 
Male Pupil Teacher £60 $10,811 

 1894 245 Carterton Armstrong W 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £50 $9,010 
 1894 245 Carterton Broadbent Mary A 

 
Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $9,010 

 1
st
 February 1894 The Carterton Committee applied for a grant of £10 for a new well. It was 

decided to instruct the inspector to report on the matter. 

20
th

 February 1894 Mr. Kaye, (Kay) a teacher at the Masterton School, is to take charge of  

Carterton School during the absence on sick leave for six months of its head teacher, Mr. F. 

H'. Brann. , Mr. Darroch, of Mangatainoka School, will succeed Mr. Kaye at Masterton.  

The annual picnic of the Carterton School takes place on Thursday, and as there is a good 

deal of interest taken in the gathering, let us hope they will be favoured with holiday weather 

21
st
 February 1894 The Carterton School Committee has passed a mild resolution, gently 

chiding the Board for neglecting to send notice of nominations, for the present election. 

19
th

 March 1894 A concert in connection with Carterton school takes place at the Lyceum 

this evening 

20
th

 March 1894 The Annual School concert m held last night in the Lyceum  and was fairly 

well attended. The following programme was given:—Part 1 Overture, Mr. McKenzie’s 

Orchestra; Song,'' We hail the Winter" school children; Song," The Quaker," Mr. Gant 

recitation' The Boat" Mr. R, Davys; Club Drill, School Children, Conductor Miss 'Broadbent; 

Song, "Never More" Mr. Keith; Violin Duet Misses F, and E. McKenzie; Round, "Glide 

along my bonny boat" School Children! Mr. Grant Carissink"; Part 11, Overture, Mr. 

McKenzie's orchestra! Song," Tit for Tat" Miss Perry; Pianoforte Duet " England " Master 

and Miss Deller; "Pole Drill," School Children, (Conductor, Miss Brann ") Vocal Duet, 

"Pulaski's Banner" Mr. Kay and Miss Ada Broadbent ; Song and Chorus, " Sweet Chiming 

Bells, " School Children; Comic Song and Dance, Mr. Hughes.  

At its conclusion the Chairman of the School Committee, Mr. James Stevens, thanked the 

audience for their attendance, and all who had assisted to make the programme such a 

success, particularly those from a distance 

13
th

 April 1894 The Carterton school, boy's latest amusement is to endeavour to upset bicycle 

riders 

21
st
 April 1894 Since Mr. Kaye (sic) took charge of the Carterton School the attendance has 

increased wonderfully. The first week he was there the attendance was, taking the aggregate 

of half days, 2012. These numbers have increased gradually, till last week 2643 was 

recorded. 

The local School Committee purchased utensils to the value of £1 2s 6d from Christchurch 

the other day. The freight on them was 7s 3d. 

24
th

 April 1894 School Committee Messrs.. G. W. Deller (Chairman), W. G. King 

(Secretary), Jas. Stevens (Treasurer), W. B. Allen, Joseph Stevens, A. Bish, A. Hughan, W. J. 

Lindop, and W. Moore 



30
th

 May 1894 Wellington Education Board. The  Carterton Committee wrote that the water 

supply was now in a satisfactory state. 

27
th

 June 1894 It was decided to continue the present teaching arrangements at Carterton until 

the examination in October. The carpenter was directed, to do certain work at the school. 

29
th

 June 1894 The Education. Board has granted the request of the Carterton School 

Committee to allow Mr. John Kay to remain in charge till after the examination 

17
th

 July 1894 The average attendance at the local school this quarter was 243, the roll 

number being 305. Inspector Fleming in his report on the  Carterton School says " Order and 

discipline, very much improved management satisfactory and a decided improvement 'in the  

work of all classes 

23
rd

 July 1894 Mr. Harold Ballachly, (Actually  E H Bellachey) pupil teacher at the Carterton 

school has been transferred to the Mount Cook boys’ school. 

1
st
  August 1894 Mr. and Mrs. Brann, of Carterton, have gone to Wanganui for a three -

months sojourn, in the hope of benefitting the health of the former 

1
st
 August 1894 Mr. J. H. Brann, late head-master of the  Carterton State School, has now 

retired from the  service of the  Wellington, Education Board, receiving half-pay for the  six 

months leave of absence which he recently obtained owing to ill-health. He has been a very 

able and successful teacher, but finds it necessary to retire from the profession through 

illness. ,He has a farm in Wanganui and intends to devote his time to that calling. He left 

Carterton on Monday for Wanganui 

10
th

 August 1894 Mr. J. H. Brann writes, asking us to contradict the- statement made that  he 

intends to retire from the service of the Wellington Education Board, Ho states that lie is still 

the head teacher of the Carterton school, and although absent on sick leave has no intentions 

of retiring from the  service 

21
st
 August 1894 The  average attendance at the  local Public School is 243, with 311 

scholars on the roll. A Committee has been appointed to plant around the   School grounds a 

number of ornamental trees from Parkvale Nursery, the gift of Mr. J. Blomquist, The School 

library, which has only been started a few months, is becoming of quite respectable 

proportions, ninety-one books, direct from Home, having just been added. All books ordered 

were paid for, and a cash balance of £16 remains in hand. A Sydney house has been written 

to for a catalogue, with a view to ordering a further supply. 

1
st
 September 1894 Mrs. Jones, teacher of the infant classes in the Carterton school, has been 

rendered seriously ill through influenza 

The  elder boys of the Carterton school wore busy on Monday morning digging holes and 

planting trees, under the supervision of Mr. Blomquist , of the Park vale nursery, who kindly 

donated the material, and also promised prizes to reward the boys whose trees in twelve 

month's time gave evidence of having received proper care and attention 

18
th

 September 1894 The School Committee has resolved that the Education Board be asked 

to permanently appoint Mr. John Kay, Head Master of the Carterton School. He has had 

temporary charge for the past six months. 

13
th

 October 1894 No fewer than 160 pupils in the  public schools have intimated their 

intention of competing for the  Board of Education scholarships. The number from each 

school is as follows : — Te Aro, 22 ; Mount- Cook Boys' and Newtown, 15 each; Clyde-

quay, 14 ; Terrace, 13 ; Thorndon, 11 ; Mount Cook Girls', 8 ; Kilbirnie, Petone, and 

Carterton, 7 each ; Masterton, Vogeltown, and Hutt, 5 each ; Greytown and Johnsonville, 4 

each ; Mauriceville East, 3 ; Pahiatua, Makara, Karori, and Kaiwaiwai, 2 each ; Taueru, 

Tutaekara-, Kaitara, Khandallah, Levin, and Shannon, 1 each. The examinations will be held 

next Wednesday and Thursday 



31
st
 October 1894 It was decided to invite applications for the  post of headmaster at 

Carterton. 

17
th

 November 1894 A APPLICATIONS for the  Appointment of   a Headmaster of the 

Carterton School, average attendance, 250 ; salary, £275 and house, will be received at this 

office up to Saturday, the 24th inst. Application forms at this office. A. DORSET, Secretary. 

Education Board, Wellington, 17th November, 1891 

20
th

 November 1894  

The examination report of the Carterton School shows  

 

 Presented Present Passed 

Standard VI 33 32 22 

Standard V 26 26 22 

Standard IV  44 43 28 

Standard III 47 47 30 

Standard II 42 40 38 

Standard 1 30 29 27 

 229 217 167 

    

This is exclusive of Standard VII and preparatory class do not count in passes 

A Footnote says ”Considering the backward site of the school a year ago the work is now 

very satisfactory. Drawing is still in a backward state but a considerable advance has been 

made since last year. The style of reading taught in Standard V is commended. All the 

teachers are earnest in their work and the school is under good management 

21
st
 November 1894 Mr. J. H. Braun, for many years head teacher under the Education Board 

in this district, has been compelled by ill health to give up teaching for a time at all events. 

Mr. Brann and family intend taking up their residence in the Wanganui district, where he has 

land, and in following pastoral pursuits ho hopes to reestablish his health. During his 

residence in the Wairarapa he has sent out from his school some excellent scholars, and his 

large circle of friends will miss him very much. Up to the  time his health failed him he was 

very active in church matters, and until recently held the office of treasurer and member 'of 

St. Mark’s vestry 

8
th

 November 1894 The resignations of Mr. J. H. Brann, headmaster at Carterton, and Miss 

Kate Brann, assistant at Clareville, were accepted 

24
th

 November 1894 TO THE EDITOR. Sir— ln your paper of Monday's date  appears an 

advertisement inviting applications for the head-mastership of the  Carterton School. It is 

dated 17th November, and applications are requested to be sent in not later than Saturday, 

24th November. In . the first place the advertisement does not appear till the 19th instant. 

Probably you ' did not receive it before that date, or, if you did, too late to appear in 

Saturday's issue. » Now, many country teachers  do not receive ' their papers till they are a 

day old, and, in a few cases, not before they are two days old. Then they must write to the 

Secretary of the Board for application forms. Even if ho happen to send those by return, 

applications could scarcely reach the Education Board office by the  24th. It was decided at 

the last meeting of the Board, I believe, to invite applications for this office. Then why run 

this week when the advertisement might have appeared a fortnight ' earlier? It creates a 

suspicion that the  advertisement is a farce; in other words, that the vacancy is already 

practically filled. To be just, the Board should not appoint till the vacancy has been properly 

advertised. I am, &c, , Country. 

12
th

 December 1894 Letters were read from the Carterton and Petone School Committees 

suggesting the appointment of truant officers. The  board decided to point out that it was in 



the power of Committees' to lay informations against people who did not send their children 

to school 

The Board decided to adhere to its former decision that Mr. F. Bennett, at present at 

Eketahuna, should be head master at Carterton  

17
th

 December 1894 Wanganui Herald We hear that Miss Brann, a certificated mistress.is at 

present in the service of the Wellington Education Board, intends opening a private school 

here for young children on the Kindergarten system, The Kindergarten is deservedly popular. 

and the lady, we are informed, has been specially trained for the work. 

29
th

 December 1894 The Carterton School Committee, having  received an intimation that the 

Education ' Board sees no reason to alter the resolution ', in respect to the appointment of a 

headmaster, passed the following resolutions by  6 votes to 3 : —1. That the Committee still 

adhere to their former resolution that Mr. Kay be appointed head teacher. 2. That the 

Education Board having refused to allow Mr. Kay to remain in charge of this school, without 

having given the Committee sufficient reason, and having nominated a man very much 

inferior to most of the applicants, this Committee will not allow him to take charge of the 

school, it having been clearly shown that the Board has personal  or other motives prior to the 

good of the school. This Committee is, however, willing to meet any number of the Board 

with  the same number of the Committee, who shall  have fall power to discuss the matter and 

finally settle it. The meeting adjourned ; for a week, awaiting the Board s reply. The 

proceedings were of a stormy character 

29
th

 December 1894 A stormy meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held last 

evening as to the appointment of a headmaster. Six out of the nine committeemen still insist 

that the present master be appointed. A petition in his favour has been signed by 97 parents 

out of 112, representing 270 out of the 304 children on the roll. Itis intended to call a public 

meeting to ask Mr. W. C. Buchanan to explain his actions 

1895 
1895 274 Carterton Bennett Francis 

 
Headmaster £275 $49,822 

1895 274 Carterton Smith William B 
 

Assistance Male £150 $27,176 

1895 274 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,494 

1895 274 Carterton Armstrong Winifred 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $9,059 

1895 274 Carterton Ussher Mary T 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $9,059 

1895 274 Carterton Braithwaite Lilian 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,522 

1895 274 Carterton Moncrief Jessie 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,522 
Mr. Kay went to Mauriceville East School and taught there until 1905 

1
st
 January 1895 'The ' dispute between ’the Carterton School Committee and the Board, is' , 

not yet settled, and there is a talk of holding a meeting- of householders to force the Board to 

comply with’. the wishes of the majority of the School Committee. ‘ . 

4
th

 January 1895 A special meeting of the .Education Board has been convened for 

Wednesday, the 9th instant, to consider the last communication of the Carterton School 

Committee 

8
th

 January 1895 A meeting of parents of children attending the Carterton School, convened 

by advertisement by Messrs.. A. Armstrong A L. Whyte, and T. A. Weston, was held last 

night to consider the present friction over the appointment of a head teacher. The 

advertisement called on Mr. Buchanan to attend and explain his action as a member of the 

Board, but he did not do go. Between 40 and 50 persons were present, three-fourths being 

parents. Mr. T. Proctor was voted to the chair, and ruled that none but parents should .vote on 

any motion brought forward. The following motions were carried, Mr. Adam Armstrong 



being the mover in each case : — 1. " That this meeting heartily supports the action of the 

committee in their efforts to retain Mr. Kay as head master , and pledges itself to render the 

committee any future assistance they may require to have their wishes complied with." 2. " 

That this meeting strongly condemns the action of Mr. Buchanan in departing from his 

written promise to the committee, thereby frustrating their expressed wishes/ The following 

motion was lost -.-"That it be an instruction to the committee to prepare a precis of the 

present friction with the board, and circulate it among the various committees, and ask them 

to refrain from voting for clergymen and members of Parliament for membership of the 

Education Board." The Chairman was requested to forward copies of the resolutions to the 

Education Board 

9
th

 January 1895 By Telegraph-Press Association). Wellington, Wednesday. A special 

meeting of the Education Board held to-day, decided to confirm the appointment of Mr. 

Bennett, as master of the Carterton School, 

10
th

 January 1895 The following full particulars of the special meeting of the Wellington 

Education Board, which yesterday decided to adhere to its resolution appointing Mr. Bennett 

to the charge of the Carterton School, are from the Evening Post :  

The Chairman said the position was this: Applications were called for the vacant head-

teachership and a large number of candidates sent in applications, amongst others Mr. F, 

Bennett, who was the senior for promotion, and the Board accordingly nominated him for the 

position, The decision was forwarded to the Carterton Committee in the usual way, but the 

Committee made a selection on its own behalf—namely, Mr. J. Kay. The Board then 

confirmed the appointment of Mr. Bennett, and if there was now a desire to recede from the 

position taken up, it would be necessary to table a notice to rescind Mr. Bennett's 

appointment,  

Mr. Bradey asked whether the Board had power to make an appointment without the consent 

of a Committee, 

Mr. Young said that the Supreme Court had decided that the appointment of a teacher rested 

with the Board, and not with the committee.  

The Chairman concurred, It was understood all along that Mr. Kay had no pre-emptive right 

to the position, but simply put in as an ordinary applicant, The statement of the School 

Committee that the board had nominated an inferior person was incorrect, as Mr. Bennett was 

fully qualified for the position.  

The Rev, J. Paterson moved—"The Board having carefully considered the respective merits 

of candidates, and having selected Mr. Bennett for the appointment, and consulted the local 

committee in terms of the Act, and having given due consideration to their representations in 

the matter, see no good reason to depart from their first decision, and hereby confirm it." He 

had considered this matter on purely educational grounds, and looking at the character and 

qualifications of the candidates, he was perfectly clear that the Board came to a wise decision 

in appointing Mr. Bennett, Mr. Kay had no claim for promotion, whereas Mr. Bennett had, 

He had no personal feeling about the candidates one way or the other.  

Mr. J. Young seconded the  motion, He had known Mr. Bennett for a great many years, and 

he was fully convinced that he was the  best of the candidates who had applied for the 

position. He had been a loyal servant of the Board and of the public, and the Board would be 

doing him an injustice if it did not confirm his appointment, He had nothing to say against 

Mr. Kay, with whom, on the other hand, he had been very favourably impressed,  

Mr. Fraser said the difficulty was an unfortunate one, They had undoubtedly to consider the 

parents of the children. Seventy-five per cent, of the parents had signed a petition in favour of 

Mr. Kay, and six of the committee desired that he should be appointed to the school, Seeing 



that it would be n popular appointment, he thought that Mr. Kay might be accepted by the 

Board as  head teacher. 

Messrs. Buchanan and Bradey supported the resolution confirming Mr. Bennett's 

appointment. The Chairman said as regards the qualifications of Messrs. Bennett and Kay, in 

1893 Mr. Kay held an El certificate and Mr. Bennett a Dl certificate, which was a full 

certificate higher than Mr. Kay and Mr. Bennett had been for 10 ½   years a head |teacher,  

Mr. Buchanan explained that the reason he had not attended the public meeting at Carterton 

was that he did not consider that an individual member of the Board should explain 

to a meeting called by any three householders business which was transacted by the Board in 

Committee. Only the decision arrived at in Committee was intended to be  made public, and 

it would be a breach of confidence on the part of any member of the Board to disclose 

anything other  than the decision. The motion was then put and carried only Mr. Fraser 

dissenting.  

Mr. Bennett, who is at present stationed at the Eketahuna School, has been instructed to enter 

upon his new duties at Carterton as soon as possible. 

12
th

 January 1895 The Chairman of the Education Board made an apparently disingenuous 

statement on Wednesday when the Carterton School difficulty was under discussion, says the 

Post. Regarding the respective qualifications of Messrs. Bennett and Kay, Mr. Blair said that" 

in 1893 Mr. Kay held an E1 certificate and Mr. Bennett a Dl certificate, which was a full 

certificate higher than Mr. Kay." As a matter of fact Mr. Kay has, since that time, passed the 

examination for and obtained the Dl certificate, and possesses, therefore, exactly the same 

qualification, so far as certificates go as Mr. Bennett does. Why the difference between them 

in 1893 should have been mentioned, and their present equality not slated, wo are at a loss to 

imagine, but the statement made was certainly not fair to Mr. Kay. We suppose there was a 

time  when neither had any certificate. It is what qualification they now hold, not that which 

they held at some anterior period, which is relevant at the present time. 

14
th

 January 1895 Sir— Re Carterton School question, the Education Board have met and, in 

opposition to the School Committee and parents of the children attending the school, have 

appointed a master. That will cause a bad feeling-towards him in the district. It is unwise on 

their part. The old game of logrolling and axe-grinding is still in force. As one of the parents 

of three children, attending that meeting, I signed the petition in favour of Mr. Kay. Learning 

from my children that he was a kind and painstaking teacher, we were justified in using our 

level best to retain him as, head teacher to our children. The Board should have favoured the 

plebiscite, taken in the district, of the parents, as we are not all bucholics, though we live in 

the country, and perhaps more level-beaded than some of those gentlemen with M.H.R. 

attached to their names. This action will be recorded against them in the future. Ye wise 

members of the Board, this is one black mark against you. I for one, shall withdraw my 

children from the school and cart them on to the next township for education. I am, &0., 

Stockwhip. South Carterton, 10th January. 

15
th

 January 1895 The School Committee last night decided to send a report of the 

circumstances connected with the dispute between the local Committee and the Education 

Board, to the Minister of Justice with a view to getting the clause in the Act relating to 

;Consulting Committees on the appointment of teachers" clearly defined. A formal protest, by 

resolution, was entered on the minute book, against the action of the Board, and an objection 

against their taking possession of the school and residence. 

Mr. Bennett, the new head teacher, took possession of the school yesterday. He returned to 

Eketahuna the same day to make arrangements for moving his family down. 

18
th

 January 1895 Mr. F. Bennett, who has been transferred to the Carterton School, was 

presented with an illuminated address by his Masterton friends last night 



31
st
 January 1895 A final protest against the appointment of Mr. F. Bennett as headmaster of 

the Carterton School was received 

2
nd

 February 1895 Mr. J. H. 'Worboys, of the Mauriceville East School, has been transferred 

to Eketahuna , and Mr. John' Kay to Mauriceville. Both appointments mean substantial 

promotion , 

9
th

 February 1895 Featherston School Committee A letter was received from the Carterton 

School committee suggesting Friday 22nd inst as the day for the school excursion and it was 

resolved to adopt whatever day they do 

9
th

 February 1895 Final arrangements were made for the school excursion next Friday. About 

500 will leave this and Featherston districts for Wellington, and 100 for Pigeon Bush. 

14
th

 February 1895 A meeting of parents of children attending the Carterton School yesterday 

afternoon, Mr. W. Moore presiding, It was resolved the excursion by rail to Pigeon Bush and 

Wellington should take place on Friday 22nd inst, parents to provide their own provisions 

and take care of their own children ; the Committee and friends to take charge of the children 

who have no guardians with them. 

23
rd

 February 1895 Another school excursion to Wellington took place yesterday, when the 

children from the State schools at Carterton, Featherston, Belvedere, Matarawa, Cross’ 

Creek, Kaiwaiwai and Dalefield came in by a special train, consisting of 12 carriages, 

arriving here at 10.25 n.m. It was computed that there were about 800 excursionists 

altogether, including the parents and friends of the children and their teachers. The strongest 

contingent came from Carterton, the train leaving there at about a quarter to 6. On this 

occasion the children were in most cases under the direct control of the teachers; those from 

Carterton being in charge of the headmaster (Mr. F. Bennett), Messrs. Smith and Foss, Miss 

Broadbent and Mrs. Jones; Messrs. James and Joseph Stevens (members of the School 

Committee) also accompanying them. A number of the younger children left by a later train 

in charge of some of the teachers for a picnic at Pigeon Bush. The Featherston children were 

under the care of the  Rev Mr. Porritt (headmaster), Mr. Williamson and Misses King and 

Riddick, the School Committee being represented by Messrs. J. G. Cox (chairman), Johnson 

and Spackman (secretary). The train, composed of eight carriages, was nearly filled when 

leaving Carterton, in fact, it all those who were anxious to take advantage of the trip were 

allowed to do so, the full complement of passengers would be got there, but it was decided, in 

view of the want of accommodation, to allow only those adults to take part in the excursion 

who were directly interested in the children. At Featherston four carriages, which had been 

filled with children, were coupled on, and another contingent was taken on at Cross’ Creek, 

from which place to the Summit three Fell engines hauled up the  train, consisting of 12 

carriages and two brake-vans. A stop of a quarter of an hour for refreshments was made at 

Kaitoke. The arrangements in connection with the excursion were carried out under the direct 

supervision of Mr. Donne, District Traffic Manager, who went out to Carterton on the 

previous day. The train arrived punctually at 10.25, and among those on the platform were Sir 

Patrick Buckley, and Messrs. J. B. Blair (chairman), J. Young and A. Dorset (secretary), 

representing the Education Board. At the invitation of Mr. E. Parker the majority of the 

excursionists immediately proceeded to St. Paul’s, where Mr. Parker played a couple of 

selections on the organ, at the conclusion of which he was thanked by the Rev Mr. Porritt for 

the musical treat afforded to the children. They then adjourned to the Railway Wharf, where 

the Mana was lying waiting to take them on a trip round the harbour. Those who could not 

then be accommodated . were taken in the afternoon. Numbers inspected the Parliament and 

Government Buildings, Telegraph Office, Telephone Exchange and other places of interest 

during the day. The teachers spoke in the highest terms of praise of the conduct of the 

children during the trip, and amusing anecdotes were related of the wonder expressed by the 

youngsters on their beholding the sea after passing the Lower Hutt, it being the first time that 



the majority of them had looked upon the briny element. The train left on the return journey 

about 5.25 p.m. 

28
th

 February 1895 The application of Reginald Foss (Carterton) to be transferred to the 

Manawatu district was acceded to, and he was appointed to Otaki 

1
st
 March 1895 An act of thoughtful kindness has been experienced by Mr. F. Bennett, head 

master of the Carterton School, says the Observer. The sixth and seventh standard scholars of 

the Eketahuna school, where Mr. Bennett till recently had charge, have just sent him as a 

birthday gift, a papier-mache paper case and pen and ink tray combined. It is very neatly 

hand-painted with flowers. A note covering their best wishes accompanied the present. 

23
rd

 April 1895 Carterton, The  following Committee was elected :  

F. Feist 63 

 J.A. Dudson 59 J 

as. Stevens (Treasurer)... 59  

G. W. Deller (Chairman) 58  

W. G. King (Secretary)... 57  

J. Bayliss 57  

W. J. Berrill 56 , 

J. H. White 56  

Joseph Stevens 56  

The unsuccessful candidates were: J. Applin 53,  W. Moore 52, J. Chapman 51, A. Hughan 

48, A. Bish 47, W. J. Lindop 43, P. Molloy 39. There were 150 parents present and the 

meeting was an orderly one, 

27
th

 April 1895 The report of the Carterton School Committee, to be presented to the annual 

meeting to-night, goes to show that notwithstanding the small sum at their disposal they have 

managed to keep their expenditure within their income, and left nothing wanting. Reference 

is made to the good work done when Mr. Kaye was in charge. Regret is expressed that Mr. 

Brann should have been compelled through ill-health to resign. Since Mr. F. Bennett has had 

charge the school has progressed favourably and the school roll and attendance has increased 

so much as to warrant an increase of capitation. The sum of £12 has been expended in new 

books for the school library during the year. The schools’ excursions to town were 

thoroughly appreciated.  This date is correct in publication but does not fit in with the story 

immediately above  

3
rd

 May 1895 Miss Brann left yesterday for to take charge of a small school in the district in 

which her parents have taken up their residence,; Before leaving she was made the recipient 

of a nice little present from net fellow teachers, as a slight token of the esteem in which she is 

held by them. The gift was a gold brooch, with a pure amethyst stone in-the centre. Miss 

Grace Brann was sole teacher at Mars Hill School in the Wanganui Education Board 

30
th

 May 1895 The election of the Carterton School Committee and of the Chairman of the 

Tenui Committee have been declared valid 

27
th

 June 1895 Mr. Young brought up the case of Miss Jessie Moncrieff, a pupil-teacher at 

Carterton, who, at the suggestion of the headmaster of her school, had visited town on several 

occasions in order to acquire knowledge of the Kindergarten system of education. The young 

lady had had to pay her own train fares, etc. which he regarded as decidedly hard. Mr. Young 

moved that Miss Moncrieff’s actual travelling expenses be allowed, This was agreed to 

6
th

 July 1895 Carterton Circulars have been distributed by the Department of Agriculture 

notifying that the Government has set aside Wednesday, 7th August, as Arbor Day. This 

district is almost denuded of its native forests and it would be wise for the local bodies to step 

in and take the initiative in getting trees planted to partly replace them. We have in our native 

trees a choice selection, and they would look much better than the pine, which is the principal 

class of trees planted by settlers. School teachers seem inclined to further the expressed 



wishes of the Government in fostering tree planting, and parents and guardians should 

encourage the children to help 

22
nd

 July 1895 ceremony of a most pleasing character took place at the Mauriceville East 

School, at noon on Thursday last, when the head teacher (Mr. John Kay) was made the 

recipient of a highly complementary testimonial, together with a handsome and massive 

marble  clock, subscribed by the  School Committee and residents of Carterton as a mark of 

the esteem in which ho was held during the time he had charge of their school. The 

presentation was made by Mr. A. Bish, who was accompanied by Messrs. Ewing and Aplin, 

all prominent Carterton residents, who were members of the Carterton School Committee in 

Mr. Kay's time. There were also present two members of | the local Committee—Mr. F. 

Hillas (Chairman) and Mr. J. Cottiss. Mr. Bish, after reading the testimonial, which was of a 

most laudatory character, spake in high terms of Mr. Kay's abilities as a teacher, and his 

many sterling qualities as a man. It had been the  almost unanimous wish of the residents of 

Carterton to retain the services of Mr. Kay permanently in the  district, but in this matter their 

wishes had been overridden by the Board. He could, however, congratulate the  residents of 

Mauriceville in having secured the services of such an able and efficient- teacher for their 

children. In conclusion he begged Mr. Kay's acceptance of their small present as a token of 

their-regard and expressed a hope that it would serve to remind him of his many friends and 

well-wishers at Carterton. 

Mr. Kay in a few well-chosen words expressed the  pleasure he felt at this evidence of the 

kindness of his Carterton friends.. He thanked Mr. Bish and the other gentlemen personally 

who had journeyed from Carterton to do hint this kindness. He assured thorn that Mrs. Kay 

and himself raid regard their action with feelings of real gratitude, The visitors shortly after 

adjourned to Mr. Cottiss Hotel, where an excellent lunch was provided, after which they left 

for Carterton by the afternoon train. 

16
th

 August 1895 Arbor Day was not generally observed here as , a holiday. . At .- the 

Carterton school grounds about 60 trees and shrubs were planted, and flower beds laid cut. 

Oh private -grounds J learn there have been many ornamental and shelter trees planted this 

year, but not so many fruit trees as in previous years. The many orchard pests are such- an 

expense to get rid of. that people fight shy of fruit growing. Another pest in the shape of the 

mynah bird is rapidly increasing in the Wairarapa, and it is a terrible depredator of cherries, 

strawberries and the like 

28
th

 August 1895 Wellington Education Board …but requests for a teacher’s residence at 

Hastwell, and a water supply for the teacher’s residence at Carterton, were deferred. The 

transfer of Miss Broadbent from Carterton to Belvedere was approved, Miss Braithwaite to 

take her place. Lilian Braithwaite came from Greytown School 

13
th

 September 1895 Advice to correspondents: "Carterton School." — We decline to insert 

statements such as you make unless you are prepared to attach your name to them. If, as you 

say, it is desirable the alleged facts should be known to the Education Board and the 

Teachers' Institute, the more manly course would be to write direct to those bodies, instead of 

rushing into print to administer an anonymous stab  

22
nd

 October 1895 Of 332 on the  Carterton School Roll, 316 were presented for examination. 

The attendance average of this school, for the past 12 months, is larger than that of any other 

Wairarapa school 

12
th

 December 1895 A request from a female pupil in the  Carterton School to be allowed to 

teach in the  school without payment until such time as she can get an appointment was 

declined 

1896 
 



1896 277 Carterton Bennett Francis 
 

Headmaster £275 $49,552 

1896 277 Carterton Vacant 
  Assistant Master £150 $27,029 

1896 277 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,415 

1896 277 Carterton Armstrong Winnifred 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $9,010 

1896 277 Carterton Ussher Martha T 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $9,010 

1896 277 Carterton Braithwaite Lilian 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £39 $7,027 

1896 277 Carterton Moncrieff Jessie 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £39 $7,027 

1896 277 Carterton Keir Charlotte 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,604 
28

th
 January 1896 Arrangements, have, been made for a school excursion' from .Carterton 

station on Friday next A special train to carry 700 will leave there at 6 a.m. 

31
st
 January 1896 Twenty new scholars have been added to the roll of the Carterton School 

since the opening on Monday last 

21
st
 February 1896 Some mischievous lad 'dropped a lighted match in the waste-paper barrel 

that stands in the Carterton school grounds near the main building. It was discovered, 

fortunately, before any great harm had been done 

23
rd

 March 1896 The Carterton School Committee intend holding Sports on the Show 

Grounds on Easier Monday. They  intend offering prizes to the value of twenty guineas. It is 

expected the programme will be out to-morrow {A Guinea was 21 shillings, there were 20 

shillings in the pound. In March 2017 terms one guinea in March 1896 is equivalent to 

$209.57 so the prize money was worth $4191,4 in 2017 terms} 

17
th

 April 1896 The Carterton School Sports, adjourned from Easter Monday, came off 

yesterday and proved a financial success, £24 being taken at the gates and grand stand, 

Entries and subscriptions will cover the prizes, and a substantial balance will go to the School 

Committee 

22
nd

 April 1896 Athletic sports in aid of the Carterton School funds were held on the  Show 

Grounds on Thursday last, and proved a financial success. The school funds will benefit to 

the extent of about £16. It is likely to be made an annual fixture. The  one man and two men 

sawing competitions created the greatest amount of interest with the public. Philip Goodin 

sawed through a log 20 inches in diameter in 2 min 2 sec, and A. and J. Johnson completed 

the same task together in 33 ¾ Secs. The log was of green white pine.  

As Mr. W. Bayliss was driving home from the sports with his wife and child in a buggy, his 

horse shied and ran into a paling fence. The vehicle was overturned, and the occupants more 

or less injured, but, fortunately, no bones were broken 

27
th

 May 1896 . Classes in Latin and French are being formed for pupils in the higher 

standards at the Carterton School, and night classes for young men 

27
th

 May 1896 Inspector Lee was directed to report as to the erection of an infant school at 

Carterton 

28
th

 May 1896 An application from Carterton for . the erection of an infant school was 

referred to the Inspector 

11
th

 June 1896 At the last meeting of the Education Board it was decided to make enquiries 

as to the advisableness of erecting an infant school in the centre of the town, and it only needs 

that enquiry be made to ensure such a school being provided; for with the opening up of new 

schools from time to time round Carterton,. the outskirts have been supplied with their 

requirements, while the once central school is now quite out of the Way for the majority, and 

especially tor the infant section; 

12
th

 August 1896 There were eight applicants for the vacant pupil teachership at the  

Carterton School last night, and the Committee resolved to recommend the  Board to appoint 

Miss Charlotte Keir, of Carterton, to the office 



17
th

 October 1896 The annual examination of the Carterton state school was made last week 

and passed off very successfully, the percentage being something like 86. 

17
th

 November 1896 Assistant, Carterton School, Salary, £150. 

30
th

 November 1896 Mr. W. Roundtree has been appointed first assistant at the Carterton 

School.  Actually Mr. William W Rountree of the Terrace School Wellington  

9
th

 December 1896 Before Mr. W. B. Smith left the Carterton school to take charge of the 

Ohariu school, he was presented by the scholars and teachers with volumes of “.Scott’s 

Poems,” “Tennyson’s Complete Works ” and “ Cromwell’s Letters and Speeches,” by 

Carlyle. 

17
th

 December 1896 Before breaking-up for the holiday this morning the boys of the Fourth 

Standard at the Terrace School made a presentation of half a dozen volumes of standard 

works to one of their late masters, Mr. Rountree, who has received the appointment of first 

assistant at the Carterton School. 

Up to September All words 

1897 
1897 265 Carterton Bennett Francis 

 
Headmaster £275 $49,057 

1897 265 Carterton Thwaites John E 
 

Assistant Master £150 $26,759 

1897 265 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,271 

1897 265 Carterton Armstrong Winnifred 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $8,920 

1897 265 Carterton Ussher Martha J 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $8,920 

1897 265 Carterton Braithwaite Lilian 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,492 

1897 265 Carterton Moncrieff Jessie 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,492 

1897 265 Carterton Keir Charlotte 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,568 
John E Thwaites was sole charge teacher at Mangaonoho (Between Hunterville and 

Mangaweka just of State Highway 1) in the Wanganui Education Board District 

20th January 1897 The Carterton School Committee "has nominated the Rev. J. Paterson and 

Mr. J. Young to the Education Board. A school excursion to the Wellington Exhibition leaves 

here on the 28th inst 

29
th

 January 1897 The Exhibition was visited yesterday by large parties of youngsters from 

schools at Carterton, in charge of the headmaster (Mr. Bennett), the chairman (Mr. G. W. 

Deller) and secretary (Mr. G. King) ; at Featherston, in charge of the headmaster (Rev T. W. 

Porritt), the chairman (Mr. W. Toogood) and secretary (Mr. F. W. Good); and the teachers 

were in charge' of parties from Martinborough, Clareville, Matarawa and Dalefield. •The 

Wairarapa Valley must have emptied itself of its juvenility 

5
th

 February 1897 The school excursion to Wellington last Thursday was a most enjoyable 

trip for those who were fortunate enough to « secure tickets, but there was heart- burning 

among the many who applied for tickets and were refused. There seems to have been 

mismanagement somewhere in getting up this excursion. We are told unofficially anyone 

may go, and yet proper provision is not made for issuing tickets for all who want to take 

advantage of these cheap trips to town. In several cases people applied two or three days 

beforehand but still were unfortunate enough to be refused when they went for tickets the 

night before or the morning of the excursion. The fault seems to be in underestimating the 

numbers, and the same thing happened last year. This part pf the Valley—Carterton and 

suburbs—could well fill on excursion train of the capacity that left the Wairarapa last 

Thursday. Featherston, Kahautara, Cross’ Creek and Martinborough also could about fill a 

train of like capacity, and it is folly to try and make the one train take the lot. Then, in 



returning, there was a delay of one hour and a half beyond the time it usually takes to make 

the trip, and the weary children and friends have miles to go, many of them, after leaving the 

train, so that instead of benefiting by the journey they are completely fagged out for the next 

day or two 

19
th

 February 1897 The members of the Carterton School Committee are evidently tainted 

with party politics, for they have just voted against Mr. Hogg as a member of the Education 

Board, and there can be no other reason for such action; while it is certainly a poor way to 

requite the consideration which the committees in the Masterton electorate have shown 

towards us  in so frequently voting for Mr. Buchanan 

26
th

 April 1897 At a meeting of the Carterton School Football Club at the School the 

following officers were appointed President, Mr. W. C. King; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. 

W, Rowntree; Match Committee, L Smart, R. King and W. Deller. The School team of last 

year, holds the excellent record of having played five  matches, of which three were won and 

two drawn. They scored 55 points as against seven points, and their line was never crossed, 

the seven points scored against them being scored from penalties etc., 

27
th

 April 1897 School Committee Carterton. — Messrs.. G. "W. Deller (Chairman), Jas. 

Stevens, W. G. King, "W. McKenzie , S. C. Kelley, J. Dudson, W. P. Allen, F, Feist, and H. 

J. White 

19
th

 May 1897 The number of children on the Carterton School roll is 322, villi an average 

attendance last month of 281. The headmaster wants the Committee to establish technical 

classes for teaching girls in the higher standards and ex-pupils cooking and laundry work. 

The Committee arc not in favor of the suggestion. 

28
th

 May 1897  Much regret is expressed at the departure of Mr. W, W. Rountree, second 

Master at the Carterton School, who has been transferred to take the  position of second 

master at a School in South Wellington 

16
th

 June 1897 Assistant Master, Carterton, salary ,£150 

29
th

 June 1897 Wairarapa is fruitful of school troubles. Added to those which Masterton has 

furnished within the last three months, there is now a cause of agitation at Carterton. Mr. 

Adam Armstrong, who by the way is an ex-master of the Carterton School, set it going by 

some criticisms which he offered at the April meeting of householders upon what he alleged 

to be a complete collapse of the arithmetic in standard 6, and he warmly condemned the 

condition of the school as regards discipline and efficiency. One of his statements was that 

Mr. Fleming, Inspector, at the request of the head-master, gave standard 6 a second chance in 

the arithmetic test. To this Mr. Fleming has replied in a memorandum addressed to the Chief 

Inspector, showing that he made no revision of his original examination results. What really 

happened was this — After the test of the school had been completed he gave to standard 6 a 

card which had been objected to by the master of the Greytown School as being unduly 

difficult — gave it out not as a test of the class,' but simply to try at another school the cards 

which had been challenged in Greytown. No alteration in the pass results was made — that is 

to say, none of the children who had failed in the first test were allowed passes in the second, 

but three who, in passing, had done better work with the more difficult set of sums than with 

the easier, were given credit accordingly. Mr. Armstrong, however, persists in his 

insinuations against the head master of the school, and has written to the Chairman of the 

Education Board demanding an enquiry into the circumstances of the issue of two sets of 

arithmetic cards and also the general management of the school. Presumably the matter will 

come up for discussion at the Board's meeting to-morrow.  



30
th

 June 1897 Wellington Education Board A letter from Mr. Adam Armstrong, demanding 

enquiry into certain allegations against the head master and the management of the Carterton 

School (referred to in a paragraph published yesterday), was ordered to be sent to the 

Carterton School Committee, after a protest by the Rev. Mr. Paterson, who though^ they 

ought to put a "scurrilous letter of that kind" into the fire. The Chairman, however, said they 

could not ignore it. 

6
th

 July 1897 special meeting of the  Carterton School Committee has confirmed the 

appointment of Mr. Thwaite, as assistant in the  school. 

Much sympathy is expressed in Carterton for Mrs. Le Boutillier, whose husband succumbed 

to his injuries at Masterton last Friday. Before her marriage, Mrs. Le Boutillier was a teacher 

at the Carterton School, and very much respected 

23
rd

 July 1897 The following team will represent the Carterton School District in their match 

with the Masterton School District, at Masterton, next Saturday Tunnicliffe, Hart, Keir, 

Smart, King, Knowles, McKenzie, W. Beard, Drake, Bairstow, McPhee, Groube, Callister, 

Standen, Beckett. 

28
th

 July 1897 As regards charges made by Mr. Adam. Armstrong, that a second set of 

arithmetic questions were given in the 6th standard at the last examination at the Carterton 

School, because the class had failed in the first set, the Carterton School Committee reported 

that it considered the explanation given by the Inspector to be perfectly satisfactory, and that 

the statements made were unwarranted. The Board accepted the committee's report, and 

declined to supply Mr. Armstrong with a copy of the schedules as requested 

28
th

 July 1897 Mr. J. E. Thwaites, of Hunterville, has accepted the appointment of assistant 

teacher  at the Carterton School, and will take up his duties on the 2nd August 

18
th

 August 1897 There are three hundred and sixteen children on the Carterton School roll 

24
th

 September 1897 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee last-evening, the 

headmaster reported that there were on the roll 141 boys and 175 girls. During the past year 

81 pupils had been admitted and 103 had left. 

20
th

 October 1897 Wednesday. At the annual meeting of the Carterton School Committee on 

Monday night the  headmaster’s report showed there were 136 boys and 161 girls on the  

school roll, with an average attendance for the past month of 267 

22
nd

 October 1897  Master W. B. Bennett, son of Mr. F, Bennett, and a pupil at the Carterton 

school, recently competed in a map competition arranged by a Dunedin journal, There were 

some four hundred competitors, and Master Bennett took second prize. 

17
th

 November 1897 At the usual monthly meeting of the School Committee, the Treasurer 

reported a credit balance to general account of £15 13s 11d, and library account £4 17s 7d. 

Accounts amounting to £13 14s 9d were passed for payment, The date of the school concert 

was altered to Friday, 10th December The Headmaster's report showed a total of 305 on the 

roll, 135 boys and 170 girls. In connection with getting; a stove to teach the girls cooking 

from Standards -1 to 7, it was left in the hands of the visiting committee to ascertain what  

kind of stove was required, and the cost, and report at next meeting. 

29
th

 November 1897 Miss Winifred Armstrong, one of the most popular teachers in the 

Carterton school, has handed in her resignation in view of her approaching marriage to Mr. 

Robert Darroch, one of Carterton's most distinguished " old boys." Miss Armstrong has been 

teaching in Carterton for four and a half years, and during that time has made herself a great 

favorite with the pupils under her charge, and has enjoyed the  entire confidence of the 



parents. On the threshold of her new existence wo wish Miss Armstrong many happy years of 

wedded bliss 

11
th

 December 1897 The annual concert in connection  with the Carterton School took place 

last night, and proved very successful, Amongst the performers were Messrs. Hall, Nicol, 

Iggulden, and Mrs. Rowse all of Masterton, and their efforts were  highly appreciated by the 

audience, especially the comic songs of Mr. Hall, who had to respond several times, 

20
th

 December 1897 Miss Winifred Armstrong, who is to marry Mr. Robert Darroch of 

Masterton, has been presented by the pupils and teachers of the Carterton School with a 

costly silver-mounted oak biscuit barrel and a case of silver spoons, as an indication of 

respect and affection 

31
st
 December 1897 The marriage of Mr. Robert Darrock, an assistant teacher at Masterton 

School, to Miss Winnifred Armstrong, until recently an assistant at Carterton School, took 

place yesterday afternoon at St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Carterton. The Rev. Father 

John McKenna officiated. The bride, who was given away by her uncle, Mr. T. Fred. 

Fairbrother, of Palmerston North, wore a pretty white spotted muslin dress, trimmed with 

white chiffon and ivory satin ribbon, and a white picture hat and veil, and she carried a 

beautiful shower bouquet. The bridesmaids were Miss Grace Deller and Miss Milly 

Fairbrother, cousins of the bride, and they were dressed alike in buttercup crepon, dresses, 

with hats to match. Mr. Dolan, of St. Patrick's School, Masterton, was best man, and Mr. 

Bunting was groomsman. A large company was received at the residence of Mrs.. 

Fairbrother, senior, grandmother of the bride, where afternoon tea was dispensed. The young 

couple left by the afternoon train for Wellington, a crowd of friends seeing them off 

 

1900/16755 Darroch  Winifred Moya  Winifred Jane Robert 

1903/4125 Darroch  Robert William Leo  Winifred Jane Robert 

1907/4024 Darroch  Ian Francis  Winifred Jane Robert 

1909/1208 Darroch  Armstrong Brian Wynne  Winifred Jane Robert 

1917/17075 Darroch  Barbara Jean  Winifred Jane Robert 

 

1921/10278 Darroch  Winifred Jane  46Y 

 

1898 
1898 268 Carterton Bennett Francis 

 
Headmaster £275 $47,108 

1898 268 Carterton Thwaites John E 
 

Assistant Master £150 $25,695 

1898 268 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $13,704 

1898 268 Carterton Ussher Martha J 
 

Female Pupil Teacher  £50 $8,565 

1898 268 Carterton Moncrieff Jessie 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,195 

1898 268 Carterton Keir Charlotte 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,283 

1898 268 Carterton Allen Annie M 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,426 

1898 268 Carterton Philip Adeline 
 Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,426 



26
th

 January 1898 Miss Lilian Braithwaite, pupil teacher at Carterton, was granted six 

months' leave of absence without pay 

2
nd

 February 1898 F. Bennett, of the Carterton School, has sufficiently recovered from his 

attack of influenza to be able to resume duty 

23
rd

 February 1898 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee last night, Messrs.. 

Blair, Bradey, and Feist were given the committee's vote for the Education Board election. 

With regard to the school children's annual excursion trip to Wellington a letter was read 

from the Railway Department requiring a guarantee of 500 passengers for the trip before 

anything further could be settled. It was decided to hold the excursion next month. 

24
th

 February 1898 The Carterton School Committee have given their vote in favor of 

Messrs. Blair; Bradey, and Feist. The school excursion will take place next month 600 being 

the  guaranteed number. The, total number on the school roll is 317, with an average 

attendance of 271 for the  month. 

10
th

 March 1898 A special train from the Wairarapa brought into town to-day the elder 

children of the Carterton School and a large number of their parents and friends. The party 

numbered full}' 500, the majority of whom were taken for a spin round the harbour  in the 

Duchess "soon after their arrival in town. This afternoon a visit was paid to the Circus. The 

visitors will be back in Carterton about 8 o'clock. 

11
th

 March 1898 Those children of the Carterton School who, with their parents and friends, 

came down to Wellington yesterday by special train, left town at 5 o'clock, and expected to 

reach Carterton about 8 p.m., but through an unfortunate accident they did not get home until 

after 8 this morning. In shunting at Kaitoke the engine of the express train from Napier 

became derailed, and blocked the main line. The locomotive, which weighed 38 tons, was not 

damaged, and was able to come into town to-day, but some of the rails have been torn a little. 

Messrs.. Peterkin and Hunter, of the Petone Workshops, went out by special train at 11 p.m. 

to assist in removing the obstruction, and Mr. Ronayne (General Manager) and Mr. Donne 

(Traffic Manager) were in constant telegraphic communication with the Kaitoke Station until 

the small hours. After a wait of two hours the Napier and Wairarapa passengers were 

transferred to the carriages in which the school party had been brought up from town, and 

they arrived in Wellington about 10 p.m. The school children and their parents and friends 

remained in carriages at Kaitoke all night, and most of them, we are told, slept fairly well. 

The railway officials did all in their power to make the enforced sojourn of the excursionists 

at the station as comfortable as possible, and food was sent to them by special train. The line 

was clear again about 6 a.m., when the journey to Carterton was resumed. The accident was 

caused through something going wrong with the points, which were being worked by the 

stationmaster (Mr. Kearney).  

[by telegraph —own correspondent.] Carterton, This Day. The Carterton school excursion, 

number being 600 persons, returned home at 8.15 this morning, wear}', worn, and sad, after 

passing a miserable night at Kaitoke. They got a plentiful supply of hot tea, but the bread 

gave out, and the fresh supply only came in just before they left Kaitoke. The people were 

waiting at the station all night in painful suspense. 

12
th

 March 1898 SCHOOL EXCURSION' BLOCKED FOR TWELVE HOURS. The train 

from Napier to Wellington was being shunted into a siding at Kaitoke on Thursday night, 

when, for some reason at present unexplained, the points were split ’ the main line, and the 

rails were ban } twisted. The first intimation that the local authorities received of the 

occurrence was accompanied by the reassuring addendum that it was expected that 

everything would be restored to working order in three hours. Arrangements were in the 



meantime made to bring the Napier and Wairarapa passengers on to Wellington, and they 

arrived here about 10 o’clock. As the special train conveying the children of the Carterton 

school and their parents and friends was blocked by the accident, the Traffic Manager here 

telegraphed to the secretary of the School Committee, authorising him to provide provisions 

for such of the children who had no pocket-money, and to keep a lookout for the wants of the 

men engaged in the work of restoring traffic. Messages were sent to Carterton, Dalefield and 

Matarawa to allay any anxiety which might be felt there as to the safety of the children. After 

the expiration of three hours Mr. Donne telegraphed to Kaitoke offering to bring the 

excursion train back to Wellington and carry the children and their parents and guardians on 

in the morning, but those in charge of the excursion held a meeting and decided to stay where 

they were. The only difficulty was the  shortage of provisions. Those in charge of the Kaitoke 

refreshment rooms found it was no small order to cater for some 600 people. The bread 

supply eventually ran short, and an additional supply was sent to Kaitoke from the Upper 

Hutt in a special train, which took up a gang of workmen to the scene of the accident. At 11 

o’clock it was decided to send the locomotive engineer, the locomotive foreman and a gang 

of skilled workmen from the Petone workshops with appliances to the scene of the accident. 

When they had been working at the engine for a time they found that the king-bolt had 

broken (detaching the main body of the engine from the under gear) and this accentuated the 

difficulty of restoring traffic. To add to the misery of the  situation it rained hard all the time. 

The children were made as comfortable as possible in the carriages, and the majority of them 

were so utterly weary that they slept well. Their elders kept awake and amused themselves as 

best they could. It was broad daylight before the line was clear, and when the work was 

accomplished, and the excursion train moved off at 5.55 am.., homeward bound, three hearty 

cheers were given by those on board for the railway men, and as cheerily responded to The 

train reached Carterton about 8 o’clock, and everybody was prepared to admit that it was the 

longest journey they had ever had for the money. The reason the block could not be removed 

from the north was that there was one engine on the Napier train which was derailed and two 

engines on the excursion train which was blocked. None other but Fell engines were 

consequently available on that side, and they could not be used on this side of the hill. To 

have brought an ordinary engine from the Creek would have necessitated dismantling her, a 

process which would have occupied several hours 

12
th

 March 1898 Featherston notes The vagaries of the Wellington Napier railway will soon 

be a by-word all over the colony. Hardly a week goes by without some accident occurring. 

Yesterday morning's train from Wellington was detained here over an hour waiting for the 

down goods train which was incapacitated at Matarawa through a tube in the boiler bursting. 

The Napier train yesterday afternoon got derailed near Kaitoke and the Carterton School 

excursion only got back this morning, passing through here about 7.30 a.m. this caused a 

delay of over half-an-hour in the morning train to Wellington. The long stop of the 

Wellington train yesterday morning points out that there should be a line along the railway 

right through so that in case of accidents the guards could telephone to the nearest station, 

and not have to walk or ride as .is required now. Another thing badly wanted is a telegraph 

wire for the sole use of the Railway Department, so that they should not have to wait till the 

line is cleared of other messages. 

15
th

 March 1898 The Education Board has reconsidered its decision to remove Miss Bunting 

to the Carterton School, for the purpose of temporarily filling Miss Braithwaite's place, as the 

Masterton School would be inconvenienced by the change. 

18
th

 May 1898 There are now on the Carterton School roll 133 boys and 162 girls, making a' 

total of 215. The total has been reduced by several families having left the  district. The 

average attendance during the month has been 263. Inspector Lee made a surprise visit to the 



School last Monday, his report is not yet to hand. During the month Dr. Johnston gave a 

"First Aid Talk " to the upper classes. A list of forty-one boys of the right height to form a 

company, under the new scheme of drill which is being instituted under the Wellington 

Board, has been sent in. Full particulars are not yet supplied. 

15
th

 June 1898 An act of vandalism was perpetrated whilst the football match between the 

Masterton and Carterton school boys was being played on Saturday, says the Observer. Mr. 

Thwaites, of the Carterton school, rode to Masterton on his bicycle, and stood it against the 

fence whilst looking at the game. On  going to his machine at the conclusion of the game, he 

found that a slit about an inch and a half long had been deliberately cut ill one of his tyres. 

16
th

 August 1898 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held lost evening, 

Accounts amounting to £7 were passed for payment. As the Carterton Library Committee are 

sending Home (England) for more books shortly, it was thought that it would be a good 

opportunity to get some books for the school library, The question of dealing with scholars 

[whoso attendance was irregular was left over till the arrival of the Board's truant officer in 

the Wairarapa 

1
st
 September 1898 Mr. E. H. Ballachey, of Carterton, applied to the Board of Education 

yesterday that the be appointed assistant teacher in the Roseneath School. The Board decided 

that a female teacher should be appointed, and that the names of several suitable teachers 

should be submitted to the local committee 

2
nd

 September 1898 Miss Braithwaite, teacher at the Carterton School, who has been on a six 

months holiday, resumed her duties yesterday. 

19
th

 October 1898 The monthly, meeting of the Carterton Committee was held in the Council 

Chambers last night. There was a good attendance, and Mr. G W, Deller presided It was 

decided to close the school on both days of the show, wife of absence was granted to Mr. 

Thwaites assistant teacher, to attend the examination in Wellington. After some discussion 

the date of the annual school concert fixed for the end of November, Messrs.' Dudson, 

McKenzie, and Feist were appointed a committee to make arrangements for the concert, A 

few small accounts were passed for payment 

22
nd

 October 1898 Miss Jupp, who has successfully carried on the management of a small 

private school here for some time, is  about to leave on a long holiday on account of her 

health, and was yesterday presented by her scholars with a handsome gold brooch, as a token 

of the esteem in which they hold her 

16
th

 December 1898 Mr. Thwaites, assistant teacher at Carterton School, left on n trip to 

Sydney this morning 

7
th

 December 1898 Miss A. Broadbent's infant school " broke-tip," and the parents and 

friends of the children attending it were invited to the school.' Three prizes for girls and one 

for boys for plain sewing were given out. Refreshments were handed round, and a very 

pleasant time was spent. The children also competed in some races during the afternoon, for 

which a number of prizes were set aside for the winners 

1899 
1899 280 Carterton Bennett Francis 

 
Headmaster £275 $48,796 

1899 280 Carterton Anderson Andrew  
 

Assistant Master £200 $35,488 

1899 280 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $14,195 

1899 280 Carterton Moncrieff Janet 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,452 

1899 280 Carterton Keir Charlotte 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £32 $5,678 



1899 280 Carterton Philip Adeline E 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £32 $5,678 

1899 280 Carterton Allen Annie M 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £25 $4,436 

1899 280 Carterton Miller Violet 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,549 
18

th
 January 1889 At the meeting of the local School Committee it was decided to try and 

arrange a school excursion to Palmerston. The sports in connection with the  school will be 

held on the 7th March. 

28
th

 February 1899 The Carterton public school and other smaller schools in the 

neighbourhood have arranged for an excursion to Palmerston North next Friday. 

3
rd

 March 1899 Between five and six hundred school excursionists left Carterton for 

Palmerston North this morning There were also three or four teams of bowlers from the 

Carterton Club on the train. 

22
nd

 March 1899 There, are at present 306 names on the roll of the Carterton School, The 

railway receipts from the School excursion to Palmerston North amounted to £78 11s 5d. 

There were 565 passengers 

30
th

 March 1899 Pupil teacher wanted £20 salary 

6
th

 April 1899 Director of Technical Schools has arranged classes of instruction in cookery in 

the Wairarapa schools as follows, under the direction of Miss Millington:—Masterton every 

Monday; Carterton, Tuesday; Dalefield, Wednesday ; Greytown, Thursday; Featherston, 

Friday; and a teachers instruction class at Masterton on Saturday. 

11
th

 April 1899 Assistant Carterton School £150 

12
th

 April 1899 Miss Ussher, who has been promoted to the charge of the Bideford School, is 

to be tendered a " social " before leaving Carterton. 

12
th

 April 1899 Miss Ussher, of the Carterton school stall', has been appointed to the charge 

of the Bideford  school, about 15 miles beyond Masterton. We heartily congratulate Miss 

Ussher on her promotion which is most substantial. We need hardly say that a very large 

circle of friends will regret her departure, and especially the school children, with whom she 

was a great favourite. But fortunately our loss is not confined to this, as Mrs. Ussher is also 

leaving us to accompany her daughter to Bideford. 

Martha Jane Ussher   

School From To Position 

Clareville 1891 1894 Pupil Teacher 

Carterton 1895 1898 Pupil Teacher 

Bideford 1899 1901 Sole Teacher 

Tauherenikau 1902 1905 Sole Teacher 

Matarawa 1906 1909 Sole Teacher 

Kaitara (Morison’s Bush) 1910 1919 Sole Teacher 

 

1928/4945 Ussher  Martha Jane  60Y 

 

12
th

 April 1899 Miss Violet Miller has been appointed pupil teacher at the Carterton School, 

vice Miss Ussher, promoted to the charge of the Bideford School. A farewell social is to be 

tendered to Miss Ussher by her many Carterton friends 

24
th

 April 1899 The annual school elections take place this evening. It is understood the old 

committee of the Carterton School will be re-elected en bloc. 

25
th

 April 1899 School Committee Messrs.. F. Feist (Chairman), M. Maxton (Secretary), J. 

Dudson, G. W. Deller, W. McKenzie, S. C. Skelley, J. Stevens, and H. J. White 



1
st
 May 1899 The Education Board has made a number of changes in the teaching staffs of 

country schools. Mr. Browne, of the Clareville School, retires at once, and Mr. Davidson, the 

Board's permanent relieving teacher, who is at present at Carterton, will assume charge of the 

Clareville School to-morrow morning. Mr. Thompson will act as first assistant at Carterton 

until the Board makes a permanent appointment. 

5
th

 June 1899 The Carterton School Committee has accepted the Education Board's nominee, 

Mr. D. M. Shirlaw, of Napier, to fill the position of assistant master to the school. 

28
th

 July 1899 The Masterton School boys will play a match at Carterton to-morrow morning 

against a team from the Carterton School. This will probably be the last game between 

schools in the Wairarapa this season. A match between North and South Wairarapa will be 

the next event and then the representative game against Wellington. So far the Masterton 

boys have not been defeated 

4
th

 August 1899 A movement is on foot to get the Public School removed to a more central 

position, The  present building has been erected many years and wants renewing, the rooms 

being too small and inconvenient for the classes, If a suitable site cm be obtained nearer the  

Post Office energetic steps will be  taken to bring the  matter before the Education Board 

15
th

 September 1899 On Tuesday evening next Miss Millington, the Education Hoard's 

teacher of cookery, will examine the pupils of the Carterton School in cookery 

27
th

 September 1899 Mr. Bakewell commenced the  examination of the Carterton School 

yesterday, and continues to-day. Up to the present two standards have been examined and 

only four failures are recorded 

30
th

 October 1899 Mr. Shirlaw, assistant  teacher at the  Carterton School, has resigned owing 

to ill-health. Probably David McFedries Shirlaw  

David McFedries SHIRLAW  &  Ethelwyn Cullen  m.  8 January 1908  at  res. Of Mr. 

Cullen, Spreydon. 

Ages:  29 / 26:     occ: school teacher / music teacher:       born:  Sydenham / Oamaru:   

parents:  Andrew & Catherine Shirlaw,  nee McFedries,  iron moulder 

            William John  & Lucie Anne Cullen,  nee THOMAS,  music teacher. 

Witness:  Gladys Cullen,  teacher,  Lincoln Rd:   Alex. Robert Murray,  draper, 

Christchurch: 
11

th
 November 1899 First assistant master wanted Carterton £150 

1
st
 December 1899 At the  Inst meeting of the Wellington Education Board, on account of the 

heavy expense the work would entail, the application to remove the Carterton School to a 

more central site was deferred until the funds were available. 

8
th

 December 1899 Mr. Chas. Nelson Haslam has been appointed as first .assistant-master t 

the Carterton school. Mr. Haslam was at Mt Cook Boys’ School in Wellington  

1900 
1900 286 Carterton Bennett Francis 

 
Headmaster £275 $47,812 

1900 286 Carterton Haslam Charles N 
 

Assistant Master £150 $26,079 

1900 286 Carterton Jones Mary 
 

Assistant Female £80 $13,909 

1900 286 Carterton Moncrieff Janet 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £42 $7,302 

1900 286 Carterton Keir Charlotte 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,259 

1900 286 Carterton Philip Adeline E 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £36 $6,259 

1900 286 Carterton Allen Annie M 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £32 $5,564 

1900 286 Carterton Butler Phoebe 
 

Female Pupil Teacher £20 $3,477 



2
nd

  February 1900 Miss Marv Milner has been appointed pupil teacher at the Pongaroa State 

School, and 'Miss Mary Butler pupil teacher at the Carterton School. 

14
th

 February 1900 At the South Wairarapa County Fair on Friday next, an exhibition with 

Maxim guns will be given on the Moroa racecourse Most of the schools in South Wairarapa 

will hold their annual picnic on the same day, and the committee have made arrangements for 

the Carterton school children to be conveyed to the picnic and back at a charge of 6d. Special 

arrangements are also notified by the Traffic Manager. 

22
nd

 March 1900 The Carterton School Committee is about to go in for technical education, 

and in a few weeks- will open classes in book-keeping, drawing and shorthand, for which 

competent teachers have been obtained. Mr. A. D. Riley, director of the Wellington Technical 

School, has promised to give, an address on technical education in about a fortnight 

28
th

 March 1900 The Carterton School Committee asked upon what terms they could secure  

a room at the Institute (Library) for the purpose of technical instruction for nights.  It was 

resolved to offer the use of room, including firing and light for £10 a year. 

24
th

 April 1900 School Committee Carterton School : — Messrs.. Deller. (Chairman), Feist, 

Dudson, Stevens,, McKenzie, White, Pepper, Allen, and Skellen 

13
th

 December 1900 The  Carterton school concert takes place on Friday evening, and it is 

expected to be largely attended. 

15
th

 December 1900 The resolution of the Education Board, making it compulsory to keep all 

schools open to the close of the 21st inst,, has upset our arrangements that had previously 

been made. Next Friday is school teachers' examination day, and as regards Carterton there 

will be four teachers away for that purpose, Other schools are affected in proportion, and in a 

matter of this sort the Board ought well leave the question of whether the  country schools 

shall close a day or two earlier, to the option of the  local Committees. Some schools have 

fixed on Thursday and others on Friday for the annual school picnic, and it is too late to alter 

arrangements and make a success of the function. 

Haymaking is in full swing, and there are many children kept from school to assist at this 

necessary work. By allowing Committees to close the school, when it is thought necessary, 

would enable the work to be put off in many cases to the holiday season and keep up the 

school attendance in the mean time 

1901 
1901 257 Carterton McDermid George S  Headmaster £285 $48,114 

1901 257 Carterton Jones Mary  Assistant Female £100 $16,882 

1901 257 Carterton Butler Phoebe  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $8,441 

1901 257 Carterton Keir Charlotte  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $8,441 

1901 257 Carterton Moncrieff Janet  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $8,441 

1901 257 Carterton Philip Adeline E  Female Pupil Teacher £50 $8,441 
4

th
 February 1901 A Memorial Service was held in St. .Marks Church on Saturday morning, 

Rev. E. Young officiated. The Friendly Societies attended the Service in mourning regalia, 

and also the Mayor and Council and Town Clerk. The South Wairarapa Mounted Rifle under 

Captain Izard and Lieutenant Jury also attended, and children from the Carterton Public 

School, in charge of the headmaster, Mr. F. Bennett, and staff. The Service for the Burial of 

the Dead was rendered most impressively, and at the conclusion, the organist, Miss Allen, 

played the "Dead March in Saul." The procession to and from the Church was headed by the 

Carterton  Brass Band, which played selected music……….. 



8
th

 February 1901 Mr. F. Bennett, headmaster of the Carterton school, has been appointed to 

the charge of the Karori school. 

12
th

 February 1901 Head Master, Carterton School, average attendance for half-year ended 

31
st
  December, 258. Salary from £255 to £285,  according to certificate, and residence. D 

Certificate a necessary qualification 

20
th

 February 1901 Our Carterton correspondent writes : Mr. F. Bennett Will take up his 

duties as headmaster of the Karori school on the 4th March. Until a master is appointed, the  

Carterton school will be in charge of the present assistant, Mr. Haslam, who will be assisted 

by a relieving officer, forwarded by the Education Board. Mr. Bennett has been extremely 

popular with parents and pupils, and the  local committee has written to him expressing its 

sincere regret at his departure. 

20
th

 February 1901 CHAOS IN CARTERTON. “ Father’ writes from. Carterton The “Times” 

Carterton correspondent alludes to borough improvement matters as being “ in a state of 

chaos.” How far this is true in other public affairs ;you may judge from the following brief' 

account of the present state of the .Carterton School grounds. Towards : the end of last year, 

sometime before the Christmas holidays, the shelter shed in the girls’ playground was blown 

over. There were six weeks’ holidays, and the school has been open nearly a month, yet that 

shelter shed can still be seen upside down in the girls’ playground.- A portion of the fencing 

enclosing ,the master’s residence is also on the ground, where the storm left it, other portions 

having a tendency that way. This tumble-down, ramshackle state of affairs is a splendid 

object lesson for the children, and a striking example of what has been aptly termed “chaos.” 

23
rd

 February 1901 The recent appointment to the head mastership of Karori  leaves Carterton 

vacant. The claims of Mr. Burns, the first assistant of Masterton, if he applies, certainly 

entitle him to the position. Mr. Burns's record will bear comparison with any in the service, 

and 

his special powers as a ''coach" are too well known in the Wairarapa to call for a single word 

from this scribe. Indeed, many considered Mr. Burns's claims to Karori would almost 

certainly lead to his appointment — but you never know till the numbers are up — and even 

Education Boards are not infallible. 

27
th

 February 1901 Mr. Thomas Brodie, of the Wellington College staff, has passed the final 

section of the  B.A. degree examination. Mr. J. E. Thwaites, late assistant master of the 

Carterton School, has passed the first section 

27
th

 February 1901 A pleasing little function took place at the public school on Monday, 

when Mr. Bennett, late headmaster, was the  recipient of handsome presents from the  

scholars and teachers, 

1
st
 March 1901 Mr. F. Bennett, late head master of the Carterton School, enters upon his new 

duties as master of the Karori School. The Education Board has appointed a teacher to fill 

Mr. Bennett's place at Carterton (for which the salary, ranges from £255 to £285 per annum), 

but the gentleman's name will not ho made public until it has been before the Carterton 

School Committee for its approval 

4
th

 March 190 1 hear that Mr. McDermid, the popular headmaster of the local state school, 

and captain of the  Eketahuna Mounted Rifles has been appointed headmaster of the 

Carterton school. 

4
th

 March 1901 For the position of headmaster at Carterton, salary £285 and residence, there 

were twenty five applicants, hailing from different parts of the Colony. All this goes to prove 

conclusively that the teaching profession is in somewhat eager request…… 



12
th

 March 1901 Eketahuna News Mr.  McDermid is leaving here this week to take up his 

duty as headmaster at Carterton School. 

21
st
 March 1901 There are 301 children on the roll of the Carterton School. 

22
nd

 April 1901 The  annual report of the Carterton School Committee to be  presented on 

Monday evening shows that the technical school was carried on successfully during the 

winter months, and £24 ,3s Id was earned in capitation, which leaves a' balance of £14 10s 

7d. 

1
st
 May 1901 The Carterton School Committee baa been notified by the Education Board that 

its suggestion that midwinter holidays should be simultaneous with' the Royal visit to 

Wellington has been adopted. 

7
th

 May 1901 ROTTEN SCHOOLHOUSE. (By Telegraph.—Own Correspondent.) Monday, 

4.20 p.m. Complaints are being made by. the parents of children of the disgraceful state of the 

Carterton school buildings. In some places the flooring is so rotten that it will not bear 

ordinary pressure. Some rooms are so draughty that the teachers have to keep muffled up 

throughout the day to keep warm, and it is unnecessary to state how tender children fare 

under these conditions. In other rooms, badly ventilated and built of decaying timber, the 

children suffer from the malodorous atmosphere, and in consequence are unable to attend 

school. The school requires pulling down or thoroughly renovating. The committee has 

constantly appealed to the Education Board, but has received no satisfaction. 

18
th

 May 1901 The Te Ore Ore school football team play the Carterton school team at 

Carterton today 

22
nd

 May 1901 At a meeting of the School Committee last evening, it was decided to again 

notify the Board of the dire necessity of renovating the whole school property 

30
th

 May 1901 Miss Allen, pupil teacher resigned 

the Board authorised .the providing of an additional class-room at the" Gladstone School, the 

cleaning oi the well at the Belvedere School, and some small repairs, to cost £18, at the 

Carterton School 

6
th

 June 1901 CARTERTON. 

THE CADETS’ OUTING. . (By Telegraph—Own Correspondent.} Wednesday, 4.20 p.m. 

The school cadets in this district are jubilant over the invitation! which has been extended to 

them by the Defence Department to take part in the review at Hagley Park, Christchurch. The 

youngsters’ kit will consist of knife, fork, blanket and a cake of Windsor soap. They will 

leave Wellington on the 19th, and the holiday will last about ten days. The lads will be under 

the care of their masters, but it is hoped that in case of bad weather they will be  billeted in 

the schools and halls.  

27
th

 June 1901 Wellington Education Board asking for more money while the state of the old 

building at Carterton urgently calls for attention quite beyond the means of the Board." — 

(Signed) J. R. Blair, Chairman 

30
th

 August 1901 Mrs. E. Jones, who now retires from the service of the Education Board, 

taught three generations of school children in this district 

31st August 1901 A Record.—Mrs. Jones, a teacher at the Carterton School, has resigned. 

She has been in the education service of the Colony for thirty-eight years. 

Mary Jones started teaching at Carterton in 1878 and earnt 80 pounds a year she resigned in 

1901 earning only 100 pounds 1878 was the first year that teacher lists were published  

19
th

 November  1902 Woodville Examiner Mrs. Mary Adney Jones, who died yesterday 

morning at the Wellington Hospital, was the relict of the late Edwin Railton Jones, who, with 

his wife, came to New Zealand and settled at the Hutt early in the sixties. It was in the 



Carterton district that Mrs. Jones first assumed those teaching duties which for a space of 39 

years, and until age and infirmity necessitated her retirement, she executed with praiseworthy 

zeal among three generations of school children. This year, when she resigned from her post 

she was made the recipient of many souvenirs. Mrs. Jones leaves behind her one daughter, 

Mrs. Brightwell, of Wanganui, and one son, Mr. Mostyn Jones, of Carterton 

14
th

 September 1901 he Carterton School examination by Inspector Fleming concluded 

yesterday. Mr. Fleming expressed himself highly pleased with the  results 

17
th

 September 1901 The  Carterton School Committee has endorsed the resolution passed by 

the joint Committee in Wellington calling on Messrs.. Hogg, Bradey, Robertson, and Young 

to resign their positions on the Education Board. Headed Mr. Lee’s Retirement  School 

inspector 

23
rd

 September 1901 The Carterton School Committee have endorsed the resolution passed 

by the joint Committee in Wellington- calling on Messrs. Hogg, Bradley, Robertson, and J 

Young to resign their positions on the Education Board in consequence of their attitude 

towards  Chief -Inspector Lee.   

23
rd

 November 1901 We learn that the Carterton School Committee arc convening a special 

meeting on Monday evening for the purpose of asking the Education Hoard to constitute the 

Carterton School a district high school. 

28
th

 November 1901 An application for a district high school at Carterton was held over until 

the result of the proposed establishment of a school of the' kind at Masterton has been 

ascertained 

5
th

 December 1901 Informations were laid by the Truant Officer at the Carterton School, 

against a Belvedere resident for failing to send two of his children regularly to school. The 

father was fined 14s and 7s respectively and costs. One of the children was 13 years of age, 

and in the first standard 

12
th

 December 1901 Wellington Education Board The matter of a new school at Carterton 

was allowed to stand over. 

16
th

 December 1901 The  Minstrel entertainment given here on Friday by the  school children 

in aid of the Carterton School's funds, was splendidly attended, and everything passed on 

without a hitch. The parts of "Bones" and "Tambo " were taken by Masters Webb, Cave, 

McKenna and Spooner, and right well did they carry out their parts, Songs were rendered by 

each, whilst Masters Hall, Cooze, Callister and Lawrence sang some good coon songs. A 

chorus of some thirty children was also a great help, 

31st December 1901 Wellington Education Board Mistress Carterton salary £115 

Assistant Carterton salary £80 

1902 
1902 279 Carterton McDermid George S  Headmaster £285 $46,988 

1902 279 Carterton Haslam Charles N  Assistant Master £170 $28,028 

1902 279 Carterton Broadbent Mary A  Assistant Female £120 $19,784 

1902 279 Carterton Philip Adeline E  Assistant Female £80 $13,190 

1902 279 Carterton McFarlane Olive   Female Pupil Teacher £50 $8,244 

1902 279 Carterton Butler Phoebe  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $6,595 

1902 279 Carterton Oliver Selina  Female Pupil Teacher £40 $6,595 

1
st
 January 1902 Mistress Carterton £115 



12th February 1902 Miss Broadbent, Dalefield, mistress at Carterton ; Miss Phillips,. 

Carterton, assistant at Carterton; Previously pupil teacher 

22
nd

 February 1902 Yesterday the annual picnic of the Dalefield School -was held, and-the 

flag given by the Education Board was formally unfurled. After speeches by Mr. J. Hart 

(chairman, of the school committee) and Mr. Hornsby, M.H.R., the flag was hoisted by Mrs. 

Hornsby. A number of residents provided with guns saluted  the flag, cheers were given, and 

the National Anthem sung. Advantage was taken of the occasion to present Miss Broadbent, 

who has been for some years a teacher at Dalefield, and under the new system of staffing has 

been promoted to the position of mistress of the Carterton School, with a gold ring and an 

epergne.   An ornamental centrepiece for a dining table, typically used for holding fruit or 

flowers. 

7
th

 March 1902 Miss Keir, who leaves here to go to the  Petone School, previous to her 

departure was presented with a handsome gold brooch in token of her valuable services. 

8
th

 March 1902 During the  past summer the boys at the  local school have indulged in 

weekly swimming lessons, under the supervision of the  master 

27
th

  March 1902 The application of the Carterton School Committee to be  allowed three 

extra days in the year on which to order special holidays was refused, the Board deciding that 

applications for holidays must he made in the manner stipulated in a recent resolution.- 

27
th

 March 1902 Heading Wellington Board in a quandary included and the Carterton school 

would soon have to be re-built 

26
th

 April 1902 Dr. Valintine, District Health Officer, inspected the Carterton school this 

morning, and states that some of the rooms are not properly ventilated. The doctor also states 

that the school latrines are archaic, and should either be pulled down or rebuilt. Further, he 

says that the vessels which are at the disposal of the children for drinking purposes might 

easily be the means of spreading an epidemic amongst the whole of the scholars. As a setoff 

to the school’s many shortcomings, the doctor thinks the playground is one of the best in the 

country 

28
th

 April 1902 Carterton School Committee, which will ho presented at the meeting next 

Monday, discloses a balance of £13 0s lOd. The average attendance for the past quarter was 

276, an increase of 28 in comparison with the same quarter last year 

29
th

 April 1902 School Committee elected Messrs. Deller (Chairman), Skelley, Stevens, 

Pepper, Feist, Allen, Chapman, Brown, Dalrymple 

3
rd

 May 1902 Inspector’s report to Wellington Education Board included The Carterton 

School is for the most part becoming antiquated, and it is a question now whether it should 

remain in its sent position 

14
th

 May 1902 The salaries of three of the teachers of the Carterton School have been raised. 

22
nd

 May 1902 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee, a letter was received from 

Dr. Valintine. District Health Officer, drawing attention to the insufficiency of air-space 

allotted to scholars in various parts of the school. The doctor also stated that the latrines 

‘should be better lighted and ventilated. The committee decided to write to the Education 

Board, informing it of Dr. Valintine’s strictures, and to ask that the necessary repairs he 

effected as speedily as possible. 

23
rd

 May 1902 The first contest between the Wairarapa schools, for the trophy of a football 

presented for competition by the Wairarapa Union, is to be played to-morrow, when a team 

representing the Masterton School meets the Carterton School team. Two. matches are to be 

played between each school. 



29
th

 May 1902 Wellington Education Board and it was stated that the Clerk of Works would 

comply with the requirements of the Health Department in connection with the Carterton 

School. 

10
th

 June 1902 Carterton School defeated Featherston School on Saturday by 28 points to nil. 

23
rd

 June 1902 At the Carterton School this afternoon; Mrs. Mary Jones, who recently retired 

from the service of the Government after thirty-nine years’.. service as a "school teacher, was 

presented with a purse of sovereigns on behalf of the parents, with a purse of sovereigns on 

behalf of the scholars, and a silver spectacle case from the teachers of the school. The 

presentation was made by Mr. McDermid, and Mrs. Jones briefly returned, her thanks. 

23
rd

 July 1903 During the past six months the number of children on the roll of the Carterton 

school has increased from 248 to 331. The headmaster, however, reports that during this 

period the  attendance has been very irregular, some pupils attending only once or twice a 

week. The School Committee has decided that unless there is an improvement shown in 

attendance the  Truant Officer will be  requisitioned to take action against the parents of 

absentees 

29
th

 August 1902 TECHNICAL EDUCATION. (From Our Own Correspondent.) Thursday. 

Lately the committee of the  Carterton School have been endeavouring in an abstracted sort 

of way to galvanise life into the local technical school, which institution was started with the 

idea of teaching the young idea everything that pertains to culture. The authorities, 

unfortunately, never considered that agricultural knowledge was necessary in this district, and 

consequently the school, receiving scant support, has drifted into obscurity. A few days the 

committee actively canvassed the  district for funds for a technical school building, which 

might be constructed at a cost of some £20,000. In connection with the project, Mr. A. D. 

Riley, director of the Wellington Technical School, accepted an invitation to a meeting last 

evening 

The chairman (Mr. G. W. Deller) informed those present—eight householders—that. £8 2s 

Od had been collected, but that no doubt more would follow. 

Mr. Riley said it was no use establishing industrial or commercial classes in this district, 

which was an agricultural one, and required' an agricultural class. At present youngsters left 

school quite unfit for farm work. Mo would suggest, that a piece of land he leased in the' 

centre of the district, and a structure erected, which would serve as something between a 

primary school and a college. Masterton, Palmerston, Otaki and other portions - of the 

provinces could send pupils, and he had no doubt that it would be a success. Mr. Riley 

emphasised tire fact that in Carterton drawing was the only class which still survived in the 

local school. In the agricultural school suggested by him pupils would obtain the help of 

Messrs. Gilruth and Kirk, who were greatly interested in the work. One committeeman said 

that Mr. Riley’s address quite his breath away, and other members said it was a splendid idea. 

Ultimately, it was resolved to call' another meeting in a week’s time and endeavour to have a 

big attendance of the public, so that the project can be pushed ahead 

25
th

 September  1902 The most aged portion of the Carterton School is an ill-ventilated 

prison-like cell of circumscribed area, built about the time of the last Maori war and now 

herding forty children, who may be said to be qualifying—with a fair measure of success —

for- bronchial troubles and consumption. The chimney in this ramshackle tenement has fallen 

into decay through stress of age. The other day the school staff were suddenly made aware of 

the fact, when smoke was to be seen issuing from the many cracks in the walls which enclose 

this antique arrangement of bricks and mortar. To save the school from the flames, the 

authorities perhaps misguidedly— extinguished the fire. Since that day could southerlies, 

blizzards, hail and even snow have swept around the school-house, where among the 

decaying timbers children shiver throughout the day. Probably when a number of serious 



illnesses amongst the children, necessitate an inquiry, the almost criminal negligence of the 

Education Board ; will be revealed 

2
nd

  October 1902 During the past quarter the average attendance daily at the Carterton school 

has been 280. In addressing the pupils on the subject yesterday, the schoolmaster stated that if 

this attendance —which was the highest for over a year—could only be guaranteed, they 

would soon have a new school house and an increase in the  staff of teachers. 

8
th

 October 1902 In his  report on the Carterton School Inspector Fleming states that the 

children passed a satisfactory examination. Of 243 pupils presented, 220 passed. The 

Inspector recommends increased accommodation for the summer months 

30
th

 October 1902 Wellington Education Board It was agreed that the Carterton School 

should be  closed on the show day. 

21
st
 November 1902 The children in more than one hundred families in the  Carterton, district 

have boon attacked by measles and influenza. The  attendance at the  Carterton School has 

gradually dwindled from 267 to 60, and adverse comment is made at the  school being kept 

open and thus acting as an active instrument in disseminating sickness. 

27
th

 November 1902 A request was made by the Carterton School Committee that the Board 

should purchase a piece of land adjoining the school for the purpose of giving additional 

space for the playground. The request raised a discussion as to whether the Carterton School 

was in the most central position for the needs of the district. It was decided that Messrs.. 

Buchanan, Feist, and Hogg should make a special enquiry into the whole question, confer 

with the committee, and report to the next meeting of the Board. 

28
th

 November 1902 The Secretary of the  Carterton School Committee wrote calling 

attention to the insufficiency of the play grounds at the Carterton School, and pointing out 

that an opportunity now presents itself of securing 4 acres directly opposite the  present 

school, with a frontage to the  main road. The price asked, .22.0, was reasonable. The 

chairman, Mr. G. W. Deller, guaranteed  £50, leaving  £200 to be found by the Board. Of this 

sum of _£200, . £100 could, if necessary, remain on mortgage at 5 per cent, per annum, Thus 

the Board would have to find only £50 immediately, and would secure the property for school 

use A committee, consisting of Messrs. Buchanan, Feist and Hogg were appointed to go into 

the  whole question of school accommodation in Carterton and district, and report to the  next 

meeting, to be held in a fortnight 

4
th

 December 1902 The daily attendance at (ho Carterton School has now dwindled  down to 

about thirty. Measles and influenza are rampant throughout the district. Numbers of children 

are also ill with whooping cough. and  now scarlet fever has made its appearance here. Some 

time ago an authority stated that the Carterton schoolrooms wore of a too-circumscribed area. 

There can be no doubt the present condition of the school is responsible for much of the 

sickness which is  now laying a heavy burden upon the inhabitants. 

9
th

 December 1902 Messrs. Buchanan, Hogg and Feist, members of the Education Board, 

visited the Carterton School, yesterday, to inspect the school for the purpose of effecting 

improvements, and will probably recommend the purchase of 4 ½  acres for the purpose of a 

recreation ground. 

10
th

 December 1902 The Committee which visited the Carterton School recommended that 

£300 be voted for the purchase of the land now under offer, comprising 4^ acres opposite the 

school as a playground ; that the old school buildings be detached from the portion recently 

constructed in front and removed to the back portion of the school ground, where they can be 

used for technical school purposes ; that in front of the new buildings additions be made that 

will have the effect of providing a school capable of accommodating between 300 and 400 

children. The committee a.so recommended that the building should be built in brick unless 

the cost was very much greater than erecting it in wood. The report of the committee was 

adopted, it being understood that the architect will report on the necessary alterations. 



11
th

 December 1902 Messrs. Hogg and Buchanan, M. H. Rs, and Feist. members of the 

Wellington Education Board have inspected the Carterton school, and are of opinion that the 

circumscribed area of the class-rooms is detrimental to the health of the scholars It is 

intended, therefore, to recommend that extensive alterations should ho effected to the school 

house. Mr. Hogg states that the only trouble will be to obtain the money for the required 

work. The Board will also be recommended to purchase four and a half acres of land opposite 

the school, to be used as a playground.  There is a general opinion in this district that the site 

of the school should be shifted half a mile at least north of its present position. The 

population, of the borough at the northern end is showing a great increase, and numbers of 

dwelling houses are in course of erection. On the other hand, the southern portion of the town 

has not changed to any extent during the past five years. It is understood that the members of 

the Board would have -favourably considered a proposal to shift the site of the school. 

16
th

 December 1902 The Education Hoard has decided to, purchase 4 ½  acres opposite the 

Carterton : School for a play-ground, and hopes to give effect to the committee's 

recommendation that the school be added to 

1903 

1903 251 Carterton McDermid George S 
 Headmaster £285 $47,222 

1903 251 Carterton Haslam Charles N 
 Assistant Master £170 $28,167 

1903 251 Carterton Broadbent Mary A 
 Mistress £120 $19,883 

1903 251 Carterton Barrett Henry R 
 Assistant Master £80 $13,255 

1903 251 Carterton McFarlane Olive  V 
 Female Pupil Teacher 4 £50 $8,285 

1903 251 Carterton Oliver Selina R 
 Female Pupil Teacher 4 £50 $8,285 

1903 251 Carterton Butler Phoebe 
 Female Pupil Teacher 3 £40 $6,628 

29
th

 January 1903 Adeline Philip; Carterton; resigns 

19
th

 February 1903 After a wait of many years, the  Carterton school is to be enlarged to the 

extent of four commodious class-rooms and a lobby. The present sanitary condition of the 

class-rooms has been often unfavourably commented upon by the Health Officer 

12
th

 March 1903 Mr. Barrett has been accepted by the Carterton School Committee as 

assistant teacher at the local school, vice Miss Braithwaite (promoted to Dalefield). Henry 

Barrett was Male Pupil teacher at Te Aro School in 1902 

27
th

 March 1903 Wellington Education Board Application will also be made, on Inspector's 

recommendation, for a Government grant (as for new work) for extension of Carterton 

school. 

9
th

 April 1903 At the Carterton School on Tuesday afternoon, Mr. C. N. Haslam, assistant 

master, was presented by his pupils, on the ore of his approaching marriage, with a handsome 

memento. The presentation was made by the headmaster of the school, Mr. M. McDermid. 

Mr. Haslam is to be married at Pahiatua on Easter Monday 

1903/2481 Adeline Elsie  Philip  Charles Nelson  Haslam  

 

1904/854 Haslam  Alec Leslie  Adeline Elsie Charles Nelson 

1908/7026 Haslam  Jean Pirie  Adeline Elsie Charles Nelson 

 

28
th

 May 1903 In a long article on how Education Boards could not get money from the 

Government to build new schools was included Ho instanced what had occurred in the  case 



of the  Carterton School. He was keenly disappointed that the  members of Education Boards, 

who had given their services - -to this work for many years, should- be treated in this way. 

Boards wore tied hand and foot, and the  sooner the Boards, on the present footing, were 

dispensed with the better. The .present position was altogether a false one…….. 

28
th

 April 1903 School Committee Messrs. G. W. Deller, J. Stevens, R. J. Chapman, F. Feist, 

J. Dalrymple, W. Moore, J. Brown, W. B. ' Allen, D. Kelly 

30
th

 May 1903 CARTERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

A Good Claim for New Buildings. 

Some time ago certain members of the Education Hoard, after, in company with the local 

School Committee, inspecting the Carterton school, decided that new buildings should be 

erected. The Board adopted the recommendation, instructed it's architect to prepare plans, 

etc., and tenders were invited. It was found, however, that the expenditure would be 

considerable, and having regard for its straitened finances, the Board resolved to consult their 

paymaster before proceeding further. The reply from the Secretary for the Education 

Department under date 19
th

 inst., is that " in the Minister's opinion it does not appear that 

insufficiency of accommodation at this school has arisen through any marked increase of 

population in the district, and that, therefore, expenditure for the purpose named should be 

met out of the Board's ordinary building grant." At tin interview with the Minister of 

Education, on Thursday, the members of the Board submitted that if the population had not 

increased, the present buildings had grown out of date, were dilapidated, and were 

condemned by the Health authorities. 

26
th

 June 1903 The Carterton School Committee has established special classes in painting 

(six pupils), freehand (six pupils) light and shade (fourteen pupils), and building construction 

(fourteen pupils). Under the Act of 1902, the Board of Education is controlling authority of 

such classes, and the application to the Minister for recognition, therefore, must ho made 

through the  Board. The inspectors have made the following recommendation on the subject: 

“Provided that the  committee clearly understands that the only money that can be granted to 

these special classes is the capitation which the department allows, wo recommend that the  

application for recognition ho forwarded to the Minister.” Tills course has been agreed to by 

the  Board. 

Mr. Kebbell proposed that tenders should be invited for the work of enlarging the  Shannon 

school, and as he explained that it was intended to pass the  tender on to the  Government and 

ask for a grant for the work, the motion was carried. This brought Mr. Buchanan to his feet 

with a protest on behalf of the Carterton School, which -was, he contended more urgently in 

need of attention than even the  Shannon School. It was explained, however, that the   

Carterton School would ho in the  same position as that at Shannon, and that the  Board could 

not undertake the  work until it received the  money from the  Government, 

26
th

 June 1903 Mr. M Maxton appointed Truancy officer for Carterton   

25
th

 July 1903 Mr. Buchanan (Member of parliament) wants to know if the Minister for 

Education will be able  at an early date to provide the necessary funds for the urgently-needed 

additions to the Carterton school. 

5
th

 August 1903 WELLINGTON EDUCATION BOARD DIFFICULTIES. The Premier, as 

Minister for Education, was asked yesterday afternoon by Mr. Buchanan whether he will be 

able at an early date to provide the necessary funds for the urgently needed additions to the 

Carterton School. The questioner, speaking on information supplied by the inspectors' and the 

architect's reports, said that the floor and cubic space, particularly in Standards 111. and V. 

class-rooms, was entirely inadequate, and the building was very old and unsuitable. A 

committee appointed by the Wellington Education Board found that the complaints were only 



too well founded. The architect estimated the cost of the additions at something like £2000 in 

brick, and something less in wood. The Board applied to the Government for funds because 

the overdraft was so heavy that it was impossible to make the necessary additions without 

special Government assistance. The reply of the Education Department was that as the 

necessity for additions had not been caused by any unusual increase in the population of the 

district, the expenditure should be met out of the Board's funds. Mr. Buchanan pointed out 

that there were two factors which should be considered — the very large increase in 

population of country districts, and the enormous increase, at any rate, in the Wellington 

district, in the cost of building. The  Premier, in reply, said that the Government gave a grant 

per capita of the pupils attending, and the Wellington Board got its share of the large sum 

thus allocated for school building purposes. The Board had applied for a grant of £1800 for 

re-building Carterton School, and this had been refused, the work being of the kind the Board 

ought to do. Mr. Buchanan reminded the Premier that the Board's overdraft was in excess of 

£10,000. 

25
th

 August 1903 At the opening of the new Post Office attended by Sir Joseph Ward the 

following speech was made by Mr. Buchannan 

 Mr. W. C. Buchanan was the next speaker, and on behalf of the Wairarapa electorate 

welcomed the Ministerial Party. He stated that the dairying industry had done much for the 

district, while the frozen meat trade was also an important one. To the Wairarapa belonged 

the honour of having erected the first dairy factory in the Colony. He further alluded to the 

insanitary condition of the Carterton School, and the urgent necessity for the Minister of 

Education taking some action in the matter. (Applause). 

26
th

  August 1903 The members of the Carterton School Committee and Mr. W. C. 

Buchanan, M. H R ., interviewed the Minister for Education (Hon. R. J. Seddon) at Carterton 

on Monday, relative to the condition of the Carterton State school. It was pointed out that the 

Health Department had condemned the building as insanitary and the Education Board had 

authorised a brick addition, but no funds are available, The Minister inspected the school, and 

promised to give his earnest attention to the matter. 

15
th

 September 1903 The success of the annual examination of the Carterton school has boon 

considerably interfered with owing to the sickness which visited the pupils during the past six 

months 

4
th

 November 1903 Application for Female assistant at Carterton School Salary £85 To take 

up her duties after the mid-summer vacation 

17
th

 November 1903 The uniform caps for the Carterton School cadets are Glengarry forage 

caps 

18
th

 November 1903 The Carterton School is going to hold a picnic, on the Carterton 

Reserve, on 17th December. The proceeds are to go to the school funds. 

1904 
1904 254 Carterton McDermid George S 

 
Headmaster £263 $43,600 

1904 254 Carterton Haslam Charles N 
 

Assistant Master £170 $28,150 

1904 254 Carterton Broadbent Mary A 
 

Mistress £120 $19,871 

1904 254 Carterton Dorset Olive M 
 

Assistant Female £85 $14,075 

1904 254 Carterton Butler Phoebe 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 5 £50 $8,280 

1904 254 Carterton Oliver Selina R 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 5 £50 $8,280 

1904 254 Carterton Roydhouse Arthur 
 

Male Pupil Teacher 1 £20 $3,312 



19
th

 January 1904 The Carterton School Committed has approved of the Education Board's 

selection of Miss O. Dorset, late of the  Tane School, as assistant at the Carterton School. 

Tane is out in the Tiraumea District between Alfredton and Pongaroa. 

25
th

 January 1904 School re-commenced to-day, when two new teachers began, making 

fourteen changes in three years. 

4
th

 February 1904 The Carterton school children were photographed yesterday afternoon. 

8
th

 February 1904 Carterton News It is stated that all the school children are to be vaccinated 

shortly. 

11
th

 March 1904 The Truant Officer was in Carterton the other day, and next afternoon there 

was the largest attendance at the school than there has been for some time ! It might have 

been a coincidence 

16
th

 March 1904 Some consternation was caused at the Carterton school just at closing time 

on Friday afternoon, through a little girl partly swallowing a two-shilling piece which she had 

in her mouth. The coin stuck half-way down her throat, and the child  naturally became very 

terrified, and, also, considerably scared her companions. The headmaster procured the 

assistance of Dr. Johnston, and the coin was extracted from its dangerous position before any 

harm was done – Observer  

22
nd

 March 1904 The School Committee met last night. The average attendance was reported 

at 219, with 290 on the roll. About £6 expended in entertaining the Wellington schoolboys 

was paid out of the concert fund, the headmaster generously contributing a sovereign. A vote 

of appreciation of Mr. A. Dorset's long services as secretary to the Education Board was 

passed, after very eulogistic references to his work in that position. 

26
th

 March 1904 The attendance at our public school is far from satisfactory. With just about 

three hundred on the roll wo have been striking an average attendance of about 220. This 

must ultimately prove a great drawback to the children, who are so irregular, as well as being 

very discouraging to the teachers 

26
th

 April 1904 School Committee elected Carterton.- -Messrs. Deller (chairman), W. Moore, 

Daley, Chapman, Kelly, J. Moore, Masson.  

23
rd

 May 1904 Carterton News The school children are contributing pennies towards the 

battleship New Zealand. Several wanted to contribute many pennies, but it is being limited to 

one each. 

15
th

 June 1904 The local school boys leave here on Friday afternoon to play a match at 

"Wellington against the Mount Cook School boys on the following day. Mr. C. Haslam will 

act as manager. 

17
th

 June 1904 Carterton News is a curious fact that the school attendance all over the district 

is shrink because there are, no young children coming forward to replace those who get past 

the attendance age. 

20
th

 June 1904 A visiting team from the Carterton school defeated the Mount Cook School by 

6 to 0. 

15
th

 July 1904 Arbour Day passed off successfully at Carterton yesterday, and some three 

hundred trees were planted in Carrington Park by the school children, Mayor and 

Councillors, and those who volunteered to assist. The weather was fine 

23
rd

 July 1904 Masterton School v. Carterton School. 

The above match was played on the School ground to-day and resulted in a win for Masterton 

by six points to nil. The Masterton team had much the best of the game, the forwards being 

much heavier than their opponents. Tries were scored by Hillas and Morris. Keith failed to 

convert. 



6
th

 September 1904 Inspector Fleming Is engaged in examining the Carterton School. He has 

come along at a good time to report on the school building, as when he entered yesterday the 

rain and hail were finding their way in all directions. New school buildings are badly needed. 

9
th

 September 1904 Inspector Flaming finished the examination of the  Carterton school 

yesterday. The passes on the whole were very satisfactory 

8
th

 November 1904 During the absence of Mr. C. Haslam, second master of the local school, 

Mr. Porritt will act in his stead. Mr. Haslam was attending examinations 

25
th

 November 1904 . At the monthly meeting of the local school committee, The treasurers 

statement showed a credit balance of £28 8s 6d. A letter was received from the Education 

Board, authorising expenditure up to £3 for repairing chimneys damaged by the recent 

earthquake; also a notification stating that unless the  average attendance reached 260 the 

school would lose a pupil teacher. It was decided to reply to the. letter, stating that the 

attendance at the beginning of the year had been affected by measles and vaccination. The 

average attendance last month was 245, with 280 names on the roll. The. committee decided 

to hold the annual picnic in the Domain on December 15th 

26
th

 November 1904 Mr.- T. R. Fleming, the senior Inspector of the Education Board, has 

completed his examination of the Carterton School. He praises the general work of the 

teachers, but finds fault with the building. 

6
th

 December 1904 The local school cadets, under Captain Haslam, have' commenced their 

annual class-firing practices. The first muster totalled forty-three, of whom twenty eight are 

practically new to the use of a rifle 

23
rd

 December 1904 There are forty-nine members on the Carterton School Cadet roll. 

 

1905 
1905 229 Carterton Haslam Charles N C2 Headmaster £264 $41,783 

1905 229 Carterton Ward Edward H D3 Assistant Master £170 $26,886 

1905 229 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Mistress £120 $18,978 

1905 229 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £85 $13,443 

1905 229 Carterton Armstrong Mary C 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 5 £50 $7,908 

1905 229 Carterton Pinhey Ellen G 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $7,117 

1905 229 Carterton Skelley Harriett 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 2 £30 $4,745 

17
th

 January 1905 Mr. C. Haslam, of the local school staff, is at present on a short holiday 

visit to Nelson 

25
th

 January 1905 About six pupils from the Carterton Public School arc attending the 

Greytown District High School, which opened on Tuesday 

28
th

 January 1905 Miss Oliver, pupil teacher at the local public school, and daughter of Mr. 

N. Oliver, has accepted a position under the Nelson Education Board. I Can’t find Miss 

Oliver teaching in New Zealand state schools at the end of 1905  Didn’t marry. In 1916 

achieved her BA degree and this probably means she was teaching in secondary schools 

Mr. Arthur Roydhouse, pupil teacher at the Carterton School is at present an inmate of the 

Wellington Hospital, suffering from an eye affection. Latest reports state that the sufferer is 

improving 

30
th

 January 1906 Mr. A. Roydhouse, of this town, has been appointed teacher at the 

Waingawa school. He commenced his duties on Monday last 

2
nd

 February 1906 The Wellington Education Board have approved of the following 

Wairarapa ex-pupil teachers being admitted to the Teachers' Training College at 



Wellington:—'Misses Mary C. Armstrong, Carterton, Ivy Irons, Olive Irons, and Mr. Richard 

Larsen, Masterton. 

3
rd

 February 1905 Prior to leaving the local public school to enter upon her new duties at 

Nelson, Miss Oliver was presented by Mr. G. S. McDermid, headmaster, on behalf of her 

fellow-teachers, with a silver mounted hair-pin holder and silver mounted trinket" case. In 

making the presentation, Mr. McDermid, in a neat speech, wished Miss Oliver every success 

in her new sphere of work 

6
th

 February 1905 The annual picnic in connection with the Carterton public school will take 

place in about a fortnight's time 

8
th

 February 1905 . Miss Phiney, of Masterton, is at present relieving teacher at the Carterton 

State school. 

10
th

 February 1905 Our Carterton correspondent writes us as follows:—" A special meeting 

of the Carterton School Committee and teachers was held on Wednesday night to consider 

charges made against the school and considered to reflect on the teachers, published in the 

columns of the Leader on December 21st. Mr. J. T. M. Hornsby of the Leader, was also 

present. The Chairman stated the facts for which the meeting had been called, and that the 

editor of the Leader had been invited to be present. He asked if the editor of the Leader was 

present, to which there was no response, and after a little discussion it was decided to adjourn 

the meeting to try and get the editor of the Leader to attend." It appears that the editor of the 

Leader was present on the occasion referred to, as a pressman, but declined to plead when 

called upon by the School Committee. Without expressing any opinion upon the merits of the 

case, which the Committee were anxious to investigate, we may point out that no public 

body, other than the House of Representatives, has a right to call an editor to its bar ; and that 

the action of the editor of the Leader in refusing to be drawn was quite in accordance with the 

best traditions of journalism. It was an impropriety - though possibly an inadvertent one —on 

the part of the Carterton School Committee to request the personal attendance of 

an editor 

14
th

 February 1905 The annual picnic of the Carterton School has been indefinitely 

postponed. 

25
th

 February 1905 The Education Board has decided to have estimates made of the cost of 

new rooms at the Carterton School, to replace the rooms which have been practically 

condemned 

1
st
 March 1905 The Carterton School Committee hold a special meeting, on Monday night, to 

further consider the allegations of misconduct made against the school in the Leader, of 

December 21st. As the  Committee's endeavour to obtain any information on the matter had 

been made without result, the following resolution was carried, and is to be forwarded to the 

Education Board :—" That the  Committee of the Carterton Public School, having exhausted 

every means to secure evidence —by way of public advertisement, special meeting, and 

letters to the editor of the Wairarapa Leader —in support of certain grave charges made 

against the Carterton School, published in the Leader on 21st December, 1904, and failing to 

discover a tittle of confirmation of such charges, and not having received one single 

complaint from any source whatever, this Committee resolves —That in the entire absence of 

any evidence, in its opinion the imputations that any impropriety exists, or has existed, in or 

about the Carterton State School, are. entirely unwarranted and utterly devoid of truth. 

2
nd

 March 1905 An imaginary cloud has been hanging over the local school for some weeks 

past, and recently a meeting was held to clear up the matter. Tills failed, and last night 

another meeting was hold, notice being given in the local papers for the writer of various 

articles to appear' and substantiate the charges. This also failed to bring fresh evidence, and 



the motion of Mr. Moore, " That the committee of the Carterton Public School, having 

exhausted every means to secure evidence—by way of public advertisements, special 

meetings, and letters to the editor of the Wairarapa ‘Leader’ in support of certain grave 

charges made against the Carterton School,' published in the ‘Leader’ ,on December 21st, 

1904, and failing to discover a tittle of confirmation of such charges, and not having received 

one single complaint from any source whatever, this committee resolves: That in the entire 

absence of any evidence, in its opinion the imputations that any impropriety exists, or has 

existed, in or about the Carterton State School, are entirely unwarranted, and utterly devoid of 

truth,” was carried. Air Deller (chairman), in seconding the motion, said he much regretted 

that they should have the  necessity to send such a resolution to the Board, but he could not 

help stating that no more-abominable statements had ever appeared in a Now Zealand paper 

without the author being required to substantiate them 

6
th

 March 1905 Miss Butler, who has been promoted from assistant at the Carterton school to 

mistress at Belvedere, was last night entertained, and was the recipient of a gold necklet and 

locket 

7
th

 March 1905 The Carterton School Cadets, under Captain Haslam, journeyed to Papawai 

range on Saturday to compete in school shooting competitions and "the Battalion Challenge 

Shield 

3
rd

 April 1905 At the last meeting of the Wellington Education Board an application from 

Pahiatua that portion of the school reserve should be granted for a swimming bath was held 

over until further information was obtained. The Carterton School Committee wrote with 

reference to certain charges made by the Wairarapa Leader against the conduct of the school. 

The Committee said that it had made the fullest enquiry, but could obtain no evidence in 

support of the charges, which were quite unfounded. The Board concluded that there was no 

need for action on its part. 

29
th

 April 1905 Alternative tenders are to be called for additions to the Carterton school, to 

take the place of four rooms that have been condemned. 

5
th

 May 1905 The local School Committee have received the following letter from the 

Education Board : " I have pleasure in stating that the Board has decided to call for tenders 

for a building of four rooms and a teacher's room to be erected on the new site at Carter ton. I 

may say that the money for this building is being provided from the Board's ordinary building 

grant. I shall send the plans forward to the school and will call for tender's. I may say that the 

Board would have proceeded with the work before, but for the absence of necessary funds." 

6
th

 May 1905 The local School Committee have decided to establish in connection with the 

Carterton Technical School classes for instruction in Latin, English, mathematics, shorthand 

and book-keeping. All the above classes will be conducted by Mr. C. N. Haslam. A primary 

class for instruction in the subjects of the fifth and sixth Standards will be conducted by Miss 

M. A. Broadbent. A plumbers' class is being established in connection with the above school, 

under the charge of Mr. A. J. Parton, R.P., of Masterton. The above classes will supply a long 

felt want in this town, and it is to be hoped that the boys and girls will avail themselves of the 

opportunities to be thus afforded them, as the fee to be charged will be within the . reach of 

all. 

8
th

 May 1905 The  new school building for Carterton is to be erected on the new site, which 

is nearly opposite the present building. 

11
th

 May 1905 The classes in connection with the Carterton Technical School have 

commenced with a roll number of eighteen pupils. 



15
th

 May 1905 The book-keeping and shorthand classes under the auspices of the  Carterton 

Technical School have commenced with nearly two dozen pupils, the majority of whom are 

taking book-keeping as their study 

16
th

 May 1905 ALTERNATIVE Tenders will be received until WEDNESDAY. 24
th

 inst., for 

erection in brick or wood of new Classrooms, etc.. Carterton School. . Plans and 

Specifications at School, Carterton, Monday to Saturday, 20th ; at School, Masterton, 

Monday, 22nd to Wednesday, 24th. T. TURNBULL, F.R.I.B.A., AND SON. Architects, 

Lambton quay. 

17
th

 May 1905 The usual monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on 

Monday night, Mr. W. Moore presiding, in the absence of Mr. G. W. Deller, who had injured 

his foot and was unable to attend. The treasurer reported a credit balance of £34 13s 8d to the 

school fund, and £35 14s 5d to the credit of the technical classes. The secretary reported that 

during the month £9 had been received for capitation, and £9 10s 6d special Government 

grant on> two hundred and fifty-four pupils, at 9d per capita. Accounts amounting to £2 13s 

for school funds, and £1 10s for technical classes were passed for payment. The headmaster 

was authorised to procure new readers for use of scholars where necessary. It was resolved 

that the Committee meet on Monday night next in connection with the proposed new 

building. The headmaster reported that in the month of April the attendance was 227 out of 

the roll number of 250. The roll showed an upward tendency this month. The headmaster also 

intimated that it was his intention to apply to the Board for six month's leave of absence. 

Messrs. Masson, W. Moore, Hughan and Chapman were appointed a committee in 

connection with the technical classes. 

Since classes for various subjects in connection with the Carterton Technical School have 

been started here, several of the-children who used to attend the Greytown High School from 

this locality have left, as they now take subjects at the Technical School, and therefore are not 

allowed to attend a High School 

20
th

 May 1905 The  Carterton Public School commenced its first term holidays on Friday. 

Instead of having mid-winter, summer, and other holidays, as before, the year will be divided 

into terms, on much the same lines as the secondary schools of the Colony. 

22
nd

 May 1905 . ALTERNATIVE TENDERS for the erection in brick or wood of additions 

to the Carterton School, will be received at the office of the Wellington Education Board up 

to Wednesday, May 24th, 1905. Plans and specifications may be seen at the Masterton 

School, and at the office of Messrs. T. Turnbull and Son, Architects,' Wellington. G. L. 

STEWART, Secretary Education Board 

24
th

 May 1905 The Carterton School Committee held a special meeting on Monday night, to 

consider the plans for the new school building. It was resolved to urge upon the Board the 

desirability, if possible, of erecting the building in brick, as being safe from the danger of fire, 

and providing extra comfort for scholars, as well as being a permanent durable building 

14
th

 June 1905 Mr. G. S. M. McDcrmid, headmaster of the Carterton School, whose family 

reside on his farm in the South Island, has received word that one of his boys, when at a 

picnic, was severely scalded on ono arm. He was assisting another boy to carry a bucket of 

boiling water, when, there was a slip and the  bucket upset, the water teeming over young 

McDermid's arm. He received a bad scald, and the  resulting wound would not heal. The 

doctors, therefore, have boon Inking skin off his thigh and grafting it on to the arm, with 

favourable results. Mrs. McDermid has also had an attack of pleurisy, from which, however, 

she has made a good recovery. 



22
nd

 June 1905 Mr. M. Maxton, Truant Officer, was in Carterton on Tuesday " rounding up " 

pupils of the Carterton school. He reports only two bad absentee cases and in these he is 

about to take proceedings 

22
nd

 June 1905 CARTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

Monthly Meeting 

(Special to Daily Times.) 

The ordinary monthly meeting of the above Committee was held on Monday evening, Mr. G. 

W. Deller in the chair. The balance-sheet showed a credit balance of £30 0s 8d on the School 

fund, and £34 4s 5d on the Technical School fund. The amount of £6 15s was passed for 

payment. Correspondence was received from the Wellington Education Board, applying for 

names and number of scholars, who would attend the High School at Carterton, and 

forwarding application forms for same; also notifying that six months leave of absence had 

been granted to Mr. McDermid (headmaster), whose place would be taken temporary by Mr. 

C. N. Haslam. With regard to the number of pupils willing to attend the District High School, 

at Carterton, the Secretary (Mr. R. J. Chapman) reported that already forty application forms-

had been signed by parents, and that a number of others have notified their intention of 

signing the application. The headmaster reported that of the total roll number of 257, there 

had been an attendance of 220 during the month. The Committee passed a very hearty vote of 

thanks to Mr. McDermid for the satisfactory way he had conducted the School.  Messrs. G. 

Hughan and W. Toomath were appointed a Visiting Committee for the "month 

26
th

 June 1905 The Masterton schoolboys journeyed to Carterton on Saturday to play a match 

with the Carterton school team. Owing to the wet weather, only a few members of the home 

team put in an appearance, so a scratch game was played 

30th June 1905 Annual report of Wellington Education Board included The Mount Cook 

girls' and infants schools, and the  Pahiatua and Carterton schools would have to be rebuilt 

almost immediately, but  there was not a penny to build them with. 

1
st
 July 1905 At the Carterton school yesterday afternoon, Mr. G. S. McDermid, who has 

been granted six month leave of absence was presented with a travelling rug from the 

scholars, and a barometer from the teaching staff 

5
th

 July 1905 CARTERTON NEWS. 

(Special to Daily Times.) 

I understand that the new school to be erected here will be of brick. 

6
th

  July 1905 Mr. Ward, relieving teacher at the local State school during Mr. McDermid's 

six months' leave of absence, has taken up his duties at the school. 

10
th

 July 1905 Masterton School v. Carterton School. 

The above match was played at Carterton on Saturday and resulted in a win for the visitors by 

18 points to 6. For Masterton H. Rhodes scored three tries, one of which he converted. 

Buckeridge scored a try and Fairbrother drop-kicked a goal from the field. Bond scored a try 

for Carterton, and Mercer kicked a goal from a penalty. 

12
th

 July 1905 Mr. G. S. M. McDermid, headmaster of the local State school, left here on 

Tuesday, en route for the South Island, to spend his six months leave of absence 

15
th

 July 1905 Carterton News Thursday was observed here as Arbor Day. The business 

places, however, only observed their usual half-holiday, but the public school was closed all 

day. 

20
th

 July 1905 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee, Mr. W. Moore in the chair, 

the Treasurer reported the school fund had a credit of £22 5s 8d, and the technical school 

fund £38 (is lid. The acting-headmaster, Mr. C. N. Haslam, stated that the average attendance 

for the past quarter was 223, out of a roll number of 256, and for the past month 232. Messrs. 

R. J. Chapman and D. Kelly were appointed visitors for the ensuing month. Accounts 

totalling £3 Is 2d were passed for payment 



22
nd

 August 1905 The pupils of Miss Livingstone's private school, in High-street, are to be 

given a fancy dress ball on Friday evening next, to celebrate the commencement of the " term 

" holidays 

25
th

 August 1905 The Carterton School Committee have accepted the resignation of Miss 

Dorsett (sic) from the teaching staff, and in doing so congratulated her upon her promotion to 

a higher position on the Wanganui Education Board 

9
th

 September Miss Lilian Braithwaite appointed from Dalefield school 

22
nd

 September 1905 At last a District High School is to be established here. On Wednesday, 

the following telegram was received by Mr. G. W. Deller, Chairman of the Carterton School 

Committee, from Mr. W. C. Buchanan) M.H.R., and member of the Education Board : " 

Carterton School Committee will be glad to hear Board succeeded in arranging that new 

school building shall be built in brick, and will be District High School." 

23
rd

 September 1905 The annual examination of the local State school was completed on 

Friday. The percentage of passes are most satisfactory, and reflects great credit on the 

headmaster, Mr. C. N. Haslam, and his staff of teachers 

25
th

 September 1905 The District High School is to be opened here on Monday week. It will 

be located in the present school buildings, until the erection of the new school buildings, 

which are to be of brick.  

The balance-sheet showed a credit to the school fund of £23 10s 5d; and to the Technical 

School Fund of £39 6s 6d. Accounts amounting to £7 15s were passed for payment. 

Correspondence was received from the Wellington Education Board, re appointment of Miss 

Braithwaite to the position of assistant on the school staff. The appointment was approved by 

the Committee.  

The Board also wrote, stating that the Minister approved of a District High School for 

Carterton, providing the attendance did not drop below twenty secondary pupils. The 

headmaster's report showed the number on the roll to -be 205 pupils, and during the month 

the annual examination had been held, and only twenty scholars failed to gain promotion. 

It was mentioned that Mr. McDermid (ex headmaster) had donated £1 in prizes to the girls in 

the cooking class. 

The Headmaster (Mr. C. N. Haslam) and the teaching stall' were accorded a vote of thanks 

for the manner in which they had carried out their duties, and upon the result of the recent 

examination. 

The following resolution was carried :— " That the Carterton School Committee desire to 

tender their thanks to the Education Board for their earnest and repeated applications to the 

Minister for Education for a District High School for Carterton, and also desires to accord a 

hearty vote of thanks to Mr. W. C. Buchanan, M.H.R., for his unflagging exertions in the 

matter 

26
th

 September 1905 The Clareville and Carterton State Schools are observing a week's 

holiday, commencing from Monday. This holiday is the week's holiday granted by the 

Education Board, but the above mentioned schools did not have the holiday when other 

schools did, owing to the annual examination being near at hand 

27
th

 September 1905 Of the twenty children who failed at the local State School examination, 

several of the failures were the result of irregular attendance. 

29
th

 September The following tenders were accepted : — For a school and outhouse buildings 

in brick at Carterton, Mr. A. J. Rand 

29
th

 September 1905 Correspondence From the Education Department showed that the 

Carterton School had been recognised as a district high school, that £700 had .been granted 

for improvements there 

2
nd

  October 1905 The Inspector's report on the results of the recent examination at the local 

State school is to hand, and is of a satisfactory character ; the attendance is recorded as 



satisfactory in view of the inclement weather. The method and quality of the instruction were 

approved, and the school generally is doing good work, which speaks well for Mr. C. N. 

Haslam, headmaster, and the teaching staff. 

3
rd

 October 1905 The local State school re-opened on Monday, after a week's vacation. The 

District Hugh School was also opened on Monday, with an attendance of about thirty pupils. 

The Chairman of the Committee received a telegram on Monday from Mr. G. S. M. 

McDermid, headmaster (who is away in the South Island, on six months' leave of absence), 

congratulating the Chairman of the Committee on the realisation of the ambition of the 

headmaster and Committee for a new building and the establishment of a High School. 

10
th

 October 1905 While a girl named Ellise Simpson was playing rounders at the local State 

School on Monday, she tripped and fell, dislocating her arm. She was attended to by Dr. 

Johnston. 

20
th

 October 1905 Carterton, This Day 

Trafalgar Day is being observed by the school children saluting the  flag. The  Banks closed, 

but ordinary business is going on as usual 

23
rd

 October 1905 At Clareville, on Saturday, the Carterton School played a cricket match 

with the Maori College. In their first innings the Maori College made 23 runs, and in the 

second innings 16 runs. Carterton School in the first innings made 30 runs, and 25 in the 

second, thus winning the game by 26 runs. 

1
st
 November 1905 Mr. A. J. Rand, of Wellington, contractor for the erection of the new 

school building here, was on a visit to this town on Tuesday, making arrangements to 

commence the work. 

14
th

 November 1905 A return cricket match, local District High School, v. Maori College, 

Clareville, was played on Carrington Park, on Saturday afternoon, when the, Maori College 

team proved the winners, by an innings and 25 runs, the scores being:—High School, first 

innings, 15; second innings, 16. Maori College, first innings, 56. Fairbrother made top score 

(6) for the High School, and for the College, Hare made top score (18). 

17
th

 November 1905 On Thursday, Mr. Turnbull, architect to the Education Board, and Mr. 

Rand, contractor for the erection of the new school for this town, arrived here, and were met 

by Mr. G. W. Deller, chairman of the School , Committee, and driven to the school 

section. Mr. Turnbull laid off the site for the hew building, which, I understand, will be 

commenced at once, and the long continued efforts of Mr. W. C. Buchanan, member for this 

district, and the School Committee, will reach fruition 

20
th

 November 1905 Carterton High School v. Greytown High School. 

A match between the above teams was played on Carrington Park, Carterton, on Saturday, 

when the home team won by an innings and four runs. F. Fairbrother put up the best bowling 

analysis for the home team, six wickets for six runs, and H. Freeman for Greytown, four 

wickets for no runs. 

27
th

 November 1905 The Carterton School junior cricket team played a match with the 

Clareville School team, on Carrington Park, Carterton, on Saturday, when the home team 

won by 7 wickets. C. Canton and P. Bowles were the bowlers for the Carterton team, and 

Reid and Seivers for the Clareville team. Beard (14) was the top scorer for Carterton 

6
th

 December 1905 Mr. Webb, overseer for the erection of the new school here, has presented 

a pair of ivory-mounted bowls to the local Bowling Club for competition among the new 

players on the green. The matches will be singles. 

15
th

 December 1905 At the usual monthly meeting of the local School Committee, Mr. G. W. 

Deller in the chair, the Treasurer's report showed a credit balance to the school funds of £16 

19s 6d and £57 17s 2d to the Technical School. Correspondence was received from the 

Education Board enclosing particulars of Education Conference, Free Place Regulations, and 

Education Amendment Act. The fir headmaster's report was received. The English and 



Commercial classes in connection with the Technical School had proved to be a decided 

success, although a certain amount would be lost to capitation, on account of many pupils 

attending the High School. He strongly' advised that typewriting should be added to 

shorthand and book-keeping classes, if the Committee could see its way clear to purchase 

machines. 

Two other subjects that wore worthy of consideration were agricultural science and 

woodwork classes. Mr. Davies was prepared to organise and direct the agricultural classes for 

his department. A motion was passed that the greatest credit be given to Mr. Haslam and the 

teachers generally for the highly satisfactory results which have been obtained since Mr. 

Haslam took up the position of Acting-Headmaster. Several other matters were transacted 

16
th

 December 1905 There was a large attendance at the Victoria Hall on Tuesday evening on 

the occasion of the annual concert in connection with the local public school. The programme 

was entirely given by the scholars attending the school, and each item brought forth hearty 

applause from the audience, in many instances the performers having to respond to a well-

deserved encore. The fan drill by the girls was very cleverly executed, as were also the drill 

exercises, by the boys. The songs and part songs were also well rendered. The school funds 

will benefit to the extent of about £19 after expenses are paid, as the result of the concert 

1906 
1906 263 Carterton Burns BA A N B1 Headmaster £265 $41,184 

1906 263 Carterton Higgins Vivian D2 Assistant Master £160 $24,866 

1906 263 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £120 $18,649 

1906 263 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £105 $16,318 

1906 263 Carterton Pinhey Ellen G  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,325 

1906 263 Carterton Skelley Harriett  Female Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $6,993 

1906 263 Carterton Hogg Ellen C E4 Secondary   

1906 263 Carterton Talbot Arthur E D2 Secondary   

9
th

 January 1906 Mr. Edward Ward acting assistant at Carterton to Mauriceville West 

23
rd

 January 1906 The walls of the new school, now in the course of erection here, are almost 

completed. The tine weather which has been experienced here lately has enabled rapid 

progress to be made in the erection of the building 

26
th

 January 1906 Miss L Braithwaite granted 1 month’s leave 

27
th

 January 1906 According to a report of the Wellington Education Board's last meeting, I 

notice that the resignation of Mr. G. McDermid, Carterton, was among those accepted. Mr. 

McDermid has hold the position of headmaster of the local school for several years, and was 

a general favourite amongst the pupils. Both in and out of school, Mr. McDermid took a 

lively interest in the scholars' welfare, and the news that he has resigned his position will not 

only be regretted by the pupils attending the school, but also by the parents and townspeople 

generally. Last year Mr. McDermid was granted six months' leave of absence, and, before 

departing for his holiday, the scholars made him a presentation.  

28
th

 February 1906 Wellington Education Board A tender of £114-10 for latrine 

accommodation at the Carterton School was accepted 

2
nd

 March 1906 We learn that Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., assistant at the Masterton District High 

School, has been recommended by the Wellington Education Board for appointment to the 

position of headmaster at the Carterton School. 



2
nd

 March 1906 In view of the shooting competition, to take place at Papawai, on Saturday, 

between the various schools of the Wairarapa, the local High School cadets are going in for 

plenty of practice. 

3
rd

 March 1906 The woodwork in connection with the erection of the new school is being 

pushed forward, a large stall of carpenters being now employed on the building 

5
th

 March 1906 The annual shooting competition of the Wairarapa Battalion of the Public 

School Cadets, took place, at Papawai, last Saturday, under favourable weather conditions. 

Captain Burns, Adjutant of the Battalion, was in command, and representatives were present 

from Masterton, Greytown, Carterton, Te Ore, Eketahuna, and Featherston, making a total of 

about 70 cadets. Some good scores were made. Corporal Gazely, of Greytown, last year's 

champion made the "possible" at 100 yards in the Teams' Match; Sergeant Walden, 

Greytown, and Sergeant Miller, Carterton, 34 each; Corporal Godfrey, Greytown, Privates 

Meredith, C. Welch, and Mackersey, Masterton, 33, all at 100 yards. The highest score at 200 

yards was 31 made by Private D. Elliot, Carterton. Greytown School won the Battalion 

Shield, to be held till next annual competition, and £3 11s 6d; ………………. Results listed 

14
th

 March 1906 The following appointments among others have been made by the Board of 

Education : —Headmaster at Carterton, Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., of the Masterton District 

High School; secondary assistants at Carterton, Mr. C. N. Haslam, at present acting 

headmaster, and Miss Annie Tasker, M.A., of Palmerston Neither of the latter two were at 

Carterton at the end of the year 

16
th

 March 1906 Mr., A. N. Burns, B.A., who has been appointed to the headmastership of 

the Carterton School, will retire from the stall of the Masterton School at the end of the 

present month. Mr. W. H. Jackson, in his report to the Committee, last evening, said he was 

sorry to lose the services of Mr. Burns, who had been on the staff upwards of nine years, and 

whose work with his class had been marked with great zeal and' success. Rev D. J. Murray 

said as a committee they should congratulate Mr. Burns on his promotion and express 

appreciation of his successful labour at the school. He moved in that directions and also that, 

a testimonial, signed by the Chairman, be given the departing teacher. Mr. Carpenter 

seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved. 

21
st
 March 1906 The Carterton School Committee, at a meeting, decided to ask the Borough 

Council to subsidise the plumbing class to the extent of £5, It was unanimously resolved to 

express the entire satisfaction of the Committee at the manner in which the School had been 

conducted by Mr. C. N. Haslam, while acting headmaster. 

30
th

 March 1906 Wellington Education Board Carterton, residence repairs approved 

Carterton, subsidy for agricultural classes, £19 16s Od 

31
st
 March 1906 Several presentations were made yesterday afternoon, at the Masterton 

District High School, to Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., who has just retired from the position of first 

assistant, which he has held for nine years, in order to take up his new appointment as 

headmaster at the Carterton District High School. From the scholars of his late class, the sixth 

standard, Mr. Burns received an aneroid barometer with thermometer in a nicely carved 

frame. On making the presentation in the name of the class, Mr. W. H. Jackson, headmaster, 

eulogised the work of Mr. Burns, and spoke of the good tone and discipline which had 

characterised the sixth standard during the time it had been in Mr. Burns' hands. Three 

ringing cheers were given by the scholars, and hearty expressions of good wishes were 

extended to the departing teacher. After school had been dismissed, Mr. Burns was 

entertained at afternoon tea by the staff in the new cookery room. A pleasant half hour was 



spent in reminiscent speeches, at the conclusion of which Mr. Burns was presented with a 

handsome case of silver desert knives and forks in pearl handles, accompanied by the hearty 

good wishes of late colleagues for his future happiness and success. 

11
th

 April 1906 The new brick school, now in course of erection, is rapidly nearing 

completion. The plastering work is well forward 

12
th

 April 1906 Mr. C N Haslam appointed to Masterton School 

18
th

 April 1906 According to the report of appointments made by the Education Board, Mr. 

C. N. Haslam, of the local school staff, has been appointed male assistant at Masterton. Mr. 

Haslam, during his connection with the Carterton school, has won the confidence of the 

parents of scholars attending the school, besides being a general favourite with the scholars. 

Both in and out of school hours, Mr. Haslam has always had the welfare of the scholars at 

heart, and was a keen enthusiast in the boys' games of football and cricket, as well as 

shooting, being captain of the cadets. As a teacher he is among one of the best, and is the 

instructor of most of the subjects at the Technical School here. For six months of last year, he 

successfully carried out the duties of headmaster, to the entire satisfaction of the Committee, 

who accorded him a very complimentary vote of thanks. Mr. Haslam, in leaving here for his 

new appointment, will carry with him the best wishes of residents of this town. Masterton is 

to be congratulated upon securing the services of such a capable teacher 

19
th

 April 1906 It is expected that the  new brick school building, here, will be completed in a 

fortnight's time 

25
th

 April 1906 Great interest was manifested in the annual election of the Carterton School 

Committee. Out of sixteen candidates, the following were elected: —Messrs. W. T. Masson, 

R. J. Chapman (secretary), G. Hughan, F. Feist (treasurer), Geo. A. Fairbrother (chairman), 

G. Canton, J. Nicholls and W. Moore The last-named tied in the ballot with Mr. A. 

Armstrong, who declined to accept the position on the casting vote of the chairman (Mr. W. 

Moore) in favour of the old committeeman. 

25
th

 April 1906 The Carterton Public School property covers an area of 6 ¼  acres. 

25
th

 April 1906 Two of the rooms in the old State school building are to be utilised for 

science class rooms, with laboratory, in connection with the agricultural classes. Mr. W 

Davies, the Education Board's expert. Will devote one hour to teaching the scholars in the 

class room, and one hour in the garden 

Mr. C. N. Haslam, of the school staff, leaves at the end of the present week, to take up his 

position on the Masterton school staff. I understand that the departing teacher will be the 

recipient of presentations before severing his connection with the local school. 

26
th

 April 1906 Carterton Borough Council The Carterton School Committee- made 

application for a grant towards the agricultural classes, and the Council decided to contribute 

£20. 

27
th

 April Four months leave of absence granted to Miss L Braithwaite 

27
th

 April 1906 The boys of the State School have presented Mr. C. N. Haslam with a case of 

pipes, a silver match-box, tobacco pouch and a razor, as a mark of their esteem 

2
nd

 May 1906 The Carterton Technical School classes are now being resumed under Mr. A. 

N. Burns, B.A. 

On Monday evening the pupils and ex-pupils of the Carterton School and their parents 

entertained Mr. Haslam, late acting-headmaster, and Mrs. Haslam at a social in the Victoria 

Hall, Carterton, in view of their departure for Masterton. Mr. A. N. Burns, on behalf of the 

pupils and ex-pupils, presented Mr. Haslam with a very handsome silver hot water urn. The 



recipient suitably acknowledged the gift. Mr. Haslam has joined the staff of the Masterton 

District High School. 

7
th

 May 1906 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee, on Friday evening, it was 

resolved that the chairman and members of the Education Board, the chief inspector, the 

Board secretary, the member for the district, the Mayor of Carterton, the chairman of the 

Wairarapa South County Council, and Mr. C; N. Haslam (late acting headmaster) be invited 

to attend the opening of the new High School building. 

8
th

 May 1906 The-sixth standard girls of the local State school defeated the girls of the 

Clareville State school in a hockey match, played here on Saturday, by two goals to one 

9
th

 May 1906 The new school building is now practically completed, and presents a very 

handsome appearance. The opening ceremony is to take place on May 24
th

 and the Minister 

for Education (Right' Hon. R. J. Seddon) is to be asked to perform the ceremony 

12
th

 May 1906 A meeting of the citizens of this town and surrounding school district is to be 

held on Monday evening, to make arrangements for the opening of the District High School. 

At the same meeting arrangements for the annual school picnic will be made. 

15
th

 May 1906 Football (Rugby not Soccer) Carterton School v. Masterton School. 

On Saturday morning, teams from the above High Schools played a match on the Recreation 

Reserve, Carterton, when the home team romped over their opponents to the tune of 17 points 

to 5. The Carterton school had the best of the play, as the score indicates, but the game, on 

the whole, was a keenly contested one. The scores for Carterton were obtained by J. Daley 

(two tries), L. Johnston, A. Martin, T. Beard (one try each) and F. Fairbrother converted one 

of the. tries obtained by J. Daley. For Masterton, T. Meredith scored a try and converted it. • 

Mr. E. McKenzie refereed. 

15
th

 May 1906 The new High School building here is finished oil outside in stone colour, the 

window frames in green. 

16
th

 May 1906 The  new brick addition to the  Carterton School—erected at a cost of about 

£1700 —is to ho formally opened on the 24th inst. (Empire Day). The  members and chief 

officials of the  Wellington Education Board have boon invited to attend the function that is  

being arranged to mark the occasion. 

17
th

 May 1906 Mr. A. Talbot, M.A., at present first assistant in the Greytown School, has 

been appointed first assistant teacher in the secondary department of the Carterton School. 

18
th

 May 1906 The Right Hon. R. J. Seddon has notified the Carterton School Committee, 

that owing to his absence in Australia, he will not be present at the opening ceremony of the 

High School. The Committee have decided to ask the Hon. Hall-Jones, Acting-Premier to 

perform the ceremony. The Wellington Education Board's truant officer has visited one or 

two schools in this district lately, and I understand that several parents will be called upon to 

answer charges of not sending their children to school. 

18
th

 May 1906 Mr. W. H. Field, M.H.R., for Otaki, has received an invitation to be present at 

the opening of the new High School at Carterton. 

21
st
 May 1906 Mr. Turnbull, architect (of the firm of Messrs. T. Turnbull and Son), 

Wellington, in company with Mr. A. J. Rand, contractor for the District High School 

building, inspected the structure on Friday, and formally passed it. 

21
st
 May 1906 The Carterton School Committee's application for a grant to the agriculture 

class was considered, and it was decided to grant £10. 

23
rd

 May 1906 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee, on Monday night, it was 

decided that this Committee should join the Wairarapa School Committee's Association ; also 

to carry on the plumbing classes under the supervision of Mr. A. J. Parton. A vole of thanks 

was accorded the Wairarapa and East Coast P. and A. Association for their grant of £10 

towards the agricultural class. The Education, Board notified the appointment of Mr. Talbot, 



M.A., of Greytown, as first secondary assistant master, and that he would take up his duties, 

if possible, on June 1st, Messrs. John Hart and G. Y. Canton were appointed visitors for the 

month. 

24
th

 May 1906 The new District High School is to be formally opened to-day (Thursday) by 

Mr. J. T. M. Hornsby, M.H.R. 

24
th

 May 1906 The  Hon, W. Hall-Jones, Acting Premier, will not be able to attend the 

opening to-day of –the  High School building at Carterton 

25
th

 May 1906 The District High School was officially opened on Thursday afternoon, in the 

presence of a large gathering of people. Speeches were delivered by several visitors, among 

them being Messrs. Jas Brown (Mayor), W. C. Buchanan and G. A. Fairbrother (chairman of 

the School Committee) who formally opened the doors of the structure. As the weather was 

rather damp, the school children's treat was held iv the Victoria Hall, the youngsters 

thoroughly enjoying themselves. The invited guests of the School Committee were 

entertained at luncheon in the Council Chambers. 

26
th

 May 1906 The secondary department of the local State School has a roll number of forty 

seven, and the  primary department 245. The High School has been divided into two classes, 

and the senior divisions will be prepared for such examinations as Civil Service and 

matriculation. 

The  chairman of the local School Committee received the following cablegram, on 

Thursday, from Melbourne: " Worthy day, deed, education will strengthen Empire bonds and 

be of lasting advantage to youth of Carterton.—Seddon, Premier." 

The local School Committee have resolved to hold the sports portion of the children's treat, 

which had to be postponed this week owing to the weather, on Thursday afternoon next, 

when the youngsters will be given a holiday for the purpose. 

The local State school will re-open on Monday next. Unfortunately the major part of the 

holiday was wet, but when everything is taken into consideration, it was perhaps just as well 

that the vacation was observed this week, or the school attendance may have been affected 

through the weather. 

29
th

 May 1906 The Carterton School Committee have made applications to several of the 

local bodies for grants in aid of the agricultural class. As the application come before the 

Committees or Councils, as the case may be, it is subjected to a good deal of discussion, but 

in every instance a small grant is made, the benefit to be derived from agricultural instruction 

being apparent. The local State School re-opened on Monday, after the usual term holiday, 

extending over one week 

30
th

 May 1906 . The election of a School Committee at Parkvale, on Monday night, resulted: 

— Messrs. E. Matson (Chairman and Secretary], H. A. Burgess, C. Lorenzen, W. Bayliss, T 

Oliver, N. Sorensen, G. Trask. 

1
st
 June 1906 The Carterton District High School is to be supplied with the new single desks. 

2
nd

 June 1906 The chief inspector, 'Mr. Fleming, recommended that one room of the now 

Carterton district high school should be furnished with single desks as an experiment. Ono 

room fitted with plain single desks .would cost about £50, and the provision of hinge tops 

would need 5s or 7s extra for each desk. The  report, with the  inspector's recommendation, 

was adopted 

4
th

 June 1906 Carterton School v. Greytown School. 

Teams from the above schools met on the Recreation Reserve, Carterton; on Saturday, the 

match proving a walk over for the home obtained 58 points to their opponents 3. For 

Carterton, the scores were obtained by F. Fairbrother (8 tries), C. Lee (1 tries), E. Miller (2 

tries', and H. Armstrong and T. Beard one try each. Two of the tries were converted by 



Beard, and one each by Fairbrother and Johnston. The score for Greytown was secured by G. 

Feast. The Carterton school play Masterton school next Saturday. 

4
th

 June 1906 The Carterton school girls will play a hockey match against the Masterton 

school girls, at Masterton, on Saturday next 

11
th

  June 1906 A match was played on Saturday afternoon on the Masterton School 

.Recreation Grounds between teams representing the Carterton District High School and 

Masterton District High School, and resulted in a win for the Masterton girls by 4 goals to nil 

Although the game was evenly contested the winners appeared to have a slight advantage, 

showing mote combination than their opponents 

For the  winner Miss O. Richards scored two goals, and the Misses A. and D. Jackson one 

each. Of the Masterton School players Misses A. Jackson, E Elliott, D, Jackson and 0- 

Richards played well. For the losers Missis E. Fairbrother and M McDonald were 

conspicuous. Mr. J. B. Rue refereed. After the match the Carterton girls were entertained at 

afternoon tea in the Schoolroom. 

20
th

 June 1906 CARTERTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

{Special to Daily Times.) 

At a meeting held on Monday evening, it was reported that the plumbers' class had fizzled out 

for want of interest. 

A letter was received from the Education Board, requesting the Committee to nominate three 

candidates to represent Wairarapa on the Board at next election. —Decided that Messrs. J. T. 

M. Hornsby, M.H.R., and W. C. Buchanan (retiring member) be requested to consent to their 

nomination for seats on the Board. The Wairarapa South County Council wrote making a 

grant of £10 to the agricultural class, provided the Committee consented to the setting up of 

an Advisory Board of farmers, with whom the Committee might consult.—It was decided to 

ask the Wairarapa P. and A Society to nominate seven of its members to form an Advisory 

Board. 

23
rd

 June 1906 A meeting of the Committee which attended to the arrangements in 

connection with the opening of the local High School, was held on Tuesday night. It was 

reported that the sum of £20 had been collected. The purchase of prizes for the sports bad 

amounted to £10, and the entertainment of vis tors and sundry expenses involved an 

expenditure of £7, leaving a balance of £3. This latter amount will be subsidised by the 

Government, and it was resolved that this surplus should be devoted to the interests of the 

school in the order following:—-An honours board, a merit board for the High School, 

framing pictures presented by the Education Board, and if there is any balance, to be 

expended on school library books 

29
th

 June 1906 Wellington Education Board: and to instruct the clerk of works to report on 

the question of repairs to the old Carterton school building and outbuildings 

19
th

 July 1906 The total number of scholars on the High School roll last month 294  and the 

average attendance 254. 

24
th

 July 1906 In response to a request from the Carterton School Committee, asking the 

Wairarapa P. and A. Society to appoint seven representatives on an Advisory Board in 

connection with the expenditure of grants for agricultural instruction, the following Board has 

been set up :—Messrs. W. Perry, J. Wall, H. R. Bunny, W. Howard Booth, E. Eagle, junr., H. 

McPhee, and J. Strang 

The Carterton High School football team travelled to Featherston last Saturday, and defeated 

the local school team by nine points to nil. The Carterton team will play Masterton, at 

Masterton, on Saturday. 

26
th

 July 1906 The old district school building here had a narrow escape from destruction by 

fire on Tuesday. One of the lads dropped an ignited match through a crack in the wall, and it 



fell between the lining and the outer wall. A blaze very shortly followed, but, fortunately, was 

extinguished quickly, as soon as the alarm was given 

28
th

 July 1906 The Masterton and Carterton schools met on the Masterton School ground, to-

day, when, after a very uninteresting game, Carterton were defeated by 14 points to 3. Harris 

scored two tries for the winners and Renall and R. Milne one each. Meredith converted one 

try. Fairbrother scored for Carterton. 

22
nd

 August 1906 The Carterton School Committee have decided to make application to the 

Wellington Education Board to have the school district boundaries amended to include the 

northern portion of the Borough. 

The number of scholars on the roll of the primary department of the Carterton High School is 

257, the average attendance last month being 227 ; in the. secondary department the roll 

number is 41, the average attendance 40. The total number on the school roll is 298, the 

average attendance being 267. 

27
th

 August 1906 A football match was played, at Carterton, on Saturday, between teams 

from the Masterton and Carterton schools, the game ending in a win for the Masterton team 

by 3 points to nil. 

A team representing the Bush, met and defeated by six points to three, a junior team from the 

Carterton school, at Carterton 

30
th

 August 1906 The Dalefield Dairy Company have donated £5 to the funds of the 

agricultural classes of the Carterton School 

8
th

 September 1906 Miss Tasker, of the Carterton school, who has been given extended leave 

of absence, is paying a visit to Levin for the ben .lit of her health. Miss Braithwaite has 

resumed duty at the school, and the place of Miss Tasker is being temporarily tilled by Miss 

Hogg, of Masterton. 

12
th

 September 1906 Miss Tasker transferred to Secondary assistant at Levin  

20
th

 September 1906 At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday evening, Mr. F. Feist 

(treasurer) tendered his resignation, owing to his expected departure from the district. Regret 

was expressed at Mr. Feist's departure, and a motion was carried placing on record his 

services. Mr. Hughan was a; pointed treasurer. The headmaster reported that the total roll 

number was average attendance last month 286. 

17
th

 October 1906 Miss H Gow appointed secondary assistant  

18
th

 October 1906 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee, on Monday night, it was 

resolved to recommend the Board to appoint Mr. Adam Armstrong a member of the 

committee, in place of Mr. F. Feist, resigned. At the last election of the committee, Mr. 

Armstrong tied with another committeeman, but withdrew in favour of the other candidate. 

8
th

 November Miss M Spence appointed secondary assistant  

20
th

 November 1906 Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., headmaster of the local High School, is to give a 

lecture on " electricity,' here next week, in aid of the school funds. The material to be used is 

being procured from Masterton. The lecture will take the place of the annual school concert 

this year. 

23
rd

 November 1906 A well-attended lecture on " Electricity " was given in Victoria Hall on 

Thursday evening by Mr. A. N. Burns, B A., in aid of the funds, of the District High School. 

The lecture was illustrated with experiments 

14
th

 December 1906 Miss Scott, now at Mount Cook, is appointed secondary class assistant 

at Carterton. A grant of £26 was made to convert the old school at Carterton into a cookery 

room 

21
st
  December 1906 The annual prize-giving ceremony in connection with Miss 

Livingstone's private school took place on Wednesday evening, the rewards for the year's 

work being distributed by the Rev. R. Young. A musical evening followed.  



The various standards at the local State School were examined in their school subjects during 

the present week, by the headmaster, for the purpose of ascertaining the progress made by the 

pupils since the examination in September last. 

22
nd

 December 1906 At the Waingawa School, on Thursday night, Mr. A. P. Roydhouse, who 

has been teacher at the school, and is leaving to take a position on the Carterton State school 

staff, was presented with a gold watch chain by the settlers and children 

1907 
1907 270 Carterton Burns BA A N B1 Headmaster £275 $43,112 

1907 270 Carterton Higgins Vivian D2 Assistant Master £175 $27,435 

1907 270 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £125 $19,596 

1907 270 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £115 $18,029 

1907 270 Carterton Skelley Harriett  Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,622 

1907 270 Carterton Roydhouse Arthur P  Male Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $7,055 

1907 270 Carterton Scott B A Florence  Secondary   

1907 270 Carterton Talbot M A Arthur E D2 Secondary   

31
st
 January 1907 Master Thomas Beard, of the Carterton school, has received notice of his 

success at a scholarship examination in December last, and has been awarded a "Junior 

Queen's Scholarship." This lad is the first in the  school to receive such an. honour, and his 

name is to be placed on the Honour board to be placed in the school 

7
th

 February 1907 So far, thirty lads attending the local State School have signified their 

intention of making the trip to the New Zealand International Exhibition with the Wairarapa 

Cadet Battalion. 

12
th

 February 1907 The average attendance at the High School last week was 48, out of a roll 

number of 52; and 220 at the primary school, with a roll total of 246. Master Thomas Beard, 

who recently won the Queen's Scholarship, is to continue his studies at the local High School. 

25
th

 February 1907 Captain Talbot, in command of the local contribution of the Wairarapa 

battalion of School Cadets, now visiting the Exhibition, wired to Mr. A. N. Burns, 

headmaster of the local school, from Lyttelton, on Friday, that the contingent had a smooth 

passage and were all well. 

5
th

 March 1907 The local portion of Wairarapa School Cadets' Battalion, which had visited 

the Exhibition, returned home on Friday afternoon, in splendid health. They all thoroughly 

enjoyed the travel, the sights of the great fair, and the encampment. 

20
th

 March 1907 The . ordinary monthly meeting of the local School Committee lapsed, on 

Monday evening, through want of a quorum. The report of the headmaster (Mr. A. N. Burns), 

which was to have been presented, showed that lie number on the roll in the primary 

department was 250, the average attendance for the month being 224. In the secondary 

department there are 56, the average attendance being 52. The total number on the school 

rolls is 306, and the average attendance was 276. There are 70 on the infant roll, as 

against 55 last year 

22
nd

 March 1907 Wellington Education Board Carterton, erection of one shed (provided the  

committee erect , a second one. which, is required) 

 proposal for an alteration of the Carterton School district boundaries was referred to the local 

committee for a report 

16
th

 April 1907 A local High School scholar, Master B. H. Ginger, son of the Rev. Mr. 

Ginger, has received an appointment as cadet in the Customs Office at Wanganui. The lad 



recently passed the Civil Service examination, for which lie was trained at the High School 

here.. 

19
th

 April 1907 On the local reserve, on Thursday afternoon, the Present Boys of 

the Carterton School defeated the Old Boys in a football match by 5 points to 3 

24
th

 April 1907 CARTERTON. The following were elected a Committee for the ensuing 

year:—Messrs. .A. Armstrong, D. Reid, J. Nicholls, Geo. Canton, A. F. Wilson, H. Wilson, 

John Brown, J. Callister and Gordon Hughan 

26
th

 April 1907 Wellington Education Board Some discussion arose over the payment of fees 

by children who had not obtained certificates of proficiency attending secondary classes 

at Carterton School. Messrs. Hogg and Mac Donald protested against admission of paying 

pupils, contending that it was an invasion of the free secular and compulsory system not 

sanctioned by the State." On the motion of Mr. Allen, seconded by Key. Evans, it was 

decided to sanction the practice, and allow the money obtained to be spent on the further 

equipment of the classes 

26
th

 April 1907 At the Carterton School, pupils who have obtained competency certificates 

are admitted to the  District High School class on payment of foes. The system was criticised 

at yesterday’s meeting of the Wellington Education Board by Mr. Hogg, M.H.R., and Mr. 

McDonald, both of whom protested against any departure from the free education system. 

They pointed out that the District High School class was intended for holders of “proficiency’ 

1 certificates, and that it was, therefore, unfair that children of well-to-do parents should be 

admitted on the  lower “competency” certificate, The  rest of the Board, however, did not 

protest, and it was resolved to devote the  proceeds of the  fees to the  purchase 

of School equipment  

27
th

 April 1907 A Warm Discussion 

The question of sonic importance relating to the management of the secondary classes in 

District High Schools came before. the Education Board at its meeting on Thursday. The 

Chairman intimated that the School Committee at Carterton had funds on baud, derived from 

the . T secondary classes", and they wished -— have authority to expend the money in the 

equipment of this part of the school. He suggested that the necessary authority be given. Mr. 

Macdonald asked how the funds -were derived. The Chairman: From fees. Mr. Hogg : From 

what fees? The Chairman : Fees paid by the children. Mr. Hogg: Why are fees paid? For what 

are fees paid? The Chairman : They are paid by pupils in the secondary classes. Mr. Hogg : 

But pupils passing their examination in proficiency are under the Art to get free education in 

the secondary classes! The Chairman: The fees are only paid by those who have not obtained 

certificates of proficiency. Mr. Hogg: I am astonished to hear that fees should be collected or 

unqualified pupils that have failed to pass the examinations proscribed by the Act should be 

allowed in secondary classes. Are you aware of any other District High .School in which 

funds are raised in this way. The Chairman: No. Mr. Hogg: Then I contend we are not in a 

position to sanction the expenditure of this money. This is the thin end of a dangerous wedge. 

It was never con- , that children in the lower standards should he pitchforked over 'the heads 

of other pupils into the secondary classes merely because their parents were able and willing 

to pay fees. This is a revival of the old High School system, from which I thought we were 

emerging. Mr. Allen supported the proposal to allow fees to be on equipment. Mr. Macdonald  

protested against anything of the kind. The District High School classes were intended to be 

free. Inspector Fleming remarked that Mr. Hogg was under a slight misapprehension There 

were two kinds of certificates. Children that passed the sixth standard received certificates of 

competency. A further examination was necessary to entitle them to certificates of 

proficiency. Holders of proficiency certificates were entitled to free education in the 



secondary classes, but there was a doubt whether those who only held certificates of 

competency had the same right. The children in the lower standards were not receiving 

secondary education for payment as Mr. Hogg assumed ; only those who had held 

competency certificates. but had failed in proficiency.   

After further discussion Mr. Allen moved, and the Rev. Mr. Evans seconded, that the funds 

raised from fees in the Carterton School be expended on requisites and equipment. Mr. Hogg 

moved an amendment that the application be held over for consideration at next meeting. 

This was seconded by Mr. Macdonald. who maintained that there was a very important 

principle at stake. Mr. Allen : Put the question to the Chairman. Mr. Hogg: I wish to speak to 

the amendment. The Chairman : I think the subject has been sufficiently discussed. Mr. 

Hogg: All I wish to say is that the education of the State in District High Schools, as well as 

primary schools, is intended to be free, secular and compulsory, and the payment of fees in 

lieu of passes is unjustifiable. The motion was carried on division. Messrs. Hogg and 

Macdonald voting against it. 

29
th

 April 1907 HOCKEY. 

A match was played on the School ground, on Saturday, between teams representing the 

Masterton and Carterton High Schools. A good game resulted in a win for Masterton by 2 

goals to 1. Miss Jackson scored the two goals for Masterton. and Miss Ashton scored for 

Carterton. Though Masterton proved the winners, the visitors showed better combination. 

The home players were good individually, but lacked combination. Misses Jackson, Berry 

and McKenzie showed good form for the Masterton School, •while Carterton's most 

prominent players were Misses Ashton, D. and R. Armstrong, Moore, and Fairbrother. Mr. F. 

Richards was referee. After the match, the visitors entertained at afternoon tea in the 

Schoolroom. 

6
th

 May 1907 The  Carterton Borough Council has decided to lend one of the best gas staves 

to the Carterton School for Miss Talbot's cooking class. 

21
st
 May 1907 A football match between the Gladstone school boys 

and Carterton school boys (junior) took place here last Saturday, when the Carterton boys 

were defeated by 3(5 to 6. The Carterton boys were much the lighter team, and no doubt the 

wet weather was also against them. 

10
th

 June 1907 A scratch game was played between the Carterton High School Girls and Paka 

Koura (Featherston), at Carterton, on Saturday last. The former team won by two goals to nil. 

Misses Pearl Ashton and Doris Armstrong secured the goals for the winners. The Featherston 

team did not play as well as they have done in previous matches, the fault chiefly being 

through not having enough practice, and lack of combination. The game was very fast and 

exciting, the Carterton forwards proving rather too strong for the visitors. The visitors were 

entertained at afternoon tea in the school by the home team. The Clareville School Girls 

defeated a junior team from the Carterton School by four goals to nil, at Clareville, on 

Saturday. 

17
th

 July 1907 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on Monday night, Mr. 

John Broun in the chair. The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £32 18s 9d to the 

technical and general fund. Application is to be made to the Education Board for a grant of £7 

to complete the purchase of a gas stove. Mr. J. G. Moore was appointed visitor for the 

ensuing month. The report of the Headmaster was adopted, showing 254 on the roll, with an 

.average of 231 in the primary department ;~ and 54, with an average of 49, in the secondary 

division. The total number was 308, with an average attendance of 280. 

22
nd

 July 1907 The girls attending Miss Livingstone's private school, Carterton, hold a bazaar 

in the Rechabite  Hall, on Saturday afternoon and evening, where a number of nicely 



arranged stalls graced the interior of the hall. Business appeared brisk, and the young people 

are to be complimented upon their efforts, which is in aid of the South Wairarapa Hospital. 

55
th

 August 1907 The Rev. C. Astor, who has been acting as relieving teacher at the local 

.State school for some two or three .weeks, left on Monday for Otaki -to take up a similar 

position there. Miss Greaves, a recent arrival from the Old Country, is filling the position in 

the local school rendered vacant by Mr. Astor 

7
th

 August 1907 The annual report of the Wellington Education Board is a pictorial number 

containing illustrations of the Masterton, Matahiwi, Clareville and Carterton school gardens; 

also of a Pahiatua class receiving instruction at Mr. Horton's nursery and the laboratory of the 

Greytown District High School. 

19
th

 August 1907 An interesting schoolboy football match was witnessed at Carterton on 

Saturday, when a team from the Waihakeke School romped over the . Carterton School team 

by 26 points to 6 

2
nd

 September 1907  Miss M. A. Broadbent, of the staff of the Carterton School, who has 

been on sick leave for some weeks, has been granted three months' further leave of absence 

18
th

 September 1907 The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held in the 

Schoolhouse on -Monday evening. There were present Messrs. J. Brown (chairman), A. F. 

Wilson, H. Wilson, and J. Nicholls. The Treasurer reported as follows:—General, Account, 

cr., £17 Is 2d; Special Account, cr., £7 8s 3d; Technical Account, cr., £10 14s 3d; 

Agricultural Account, cr., £13 17s 11d. It was decided to notify the Education Board that the 

new shelter sheds at the old school had been completed, and ask the Board to inspect the 

same. It was resolved to make application to the Board for money for payment for cooking 

appliances which had been installed in the school. A resolution was passed severing 

the Carterton School from the Wairarapa School, Committees' Association. A circular from 

the New Zealand Bookbinders and Paper rulers' Society with regard to a uniform standard of 

books was supported by the Committee.  

19
th

 September 1907 Mr. Horton of Pahiatua, has donated 35 apple trees to the Carterton 

District High School, which are to be planted in the agricultural plots 

23
rd

 September 1907 Mr. V. Higgins, of the Carterton School staff, who was called to 

Wellington a few days ago on account of his brother's illness, returned home vii Saturday 

night. The health of his brother is improving, but lie Is liable to a relapse at any moment 

23
rd

 September 1907 The funeral of the late Miss Lorna Berrill took place to-day. The cortege 

was a large and included over 200 children of the Carterton District High School. At St. 

Mary's Church, at 11 a.m., a solemn requiem Mass was held by the Rev. Father Cahill. The 

funeral left the Church at 2.30 p.m. The services at the graveside were conducted by the Rev. 

Father Cahill, assisted by the Very Rev. Dean McKenna, of Masterton. A very large number 

of wreaths were sent by friends of the deceased, including a beautiful floral emblem from the 

girls attending the High School. 

Clareville Records Show  

BERRILL LORNA RUTH CLAREVILLE 20/07/1907 5/04/1949 

Reinterred in 1949 

28
th

 September 1907 A feature of the entertainment to be given shortly by 

the Carterton school children will be the drilling and marching by the Cadets. Mr. A. Talbot 

is instructing them.  

I regret to hear that there is no improvement in the health of Miss M. A. Broadbent. 

16
th

 October 1907 CARTERTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT. 



(From Our Own Correspondent.) 

The concert in aid of the funds of the Carterton District High School was held in the Victoria 

Hall, on Monday evening, and was a great success. All the items in the programme were 

contributed by the scholars, and . they acquitted themselves splendidly. The reciting of the 

children was clear and distinct. The opening item of the programme was a selection by the 

Orchestra, which was followed by a song, Twinkle, Twinkle," by Standards I and II. The 

reciting of Miss Sadie Herdman was well received, as was also a recitation by Miss Hetty 

Posselt, who had to respond to an encore. Another song, by Standards I. and 11., called 

"Spring Time," was rendered very sweetly. A flag drill, by the infant boys, was neatly done.. 

Miss Thelma Petersen delighted her audience with a song and dance, and had to respond to a 

double encore. A recitation was given in a pleasing manner by Miss Margie Hughan, and an 

exhibition of physical drill by the High School Cadets gave evidence of careful training. The 

High School girls have lately acquired a knowledge of "first aid to the injured," and they gave 

an exhibition of bandaging.' At the close of the exhibition the audience showed their 

appreciation of the girls' work by rounds of applause. A character song, "Ten little nigger 

boys," was . very amusing, and was encored,  

The second part of the programme opened with an overture by the Orchestra, composed of 

Miss Petersen (violin.), Miss August (violin), Mr. Goldsmith ('cello), Mr. John Brown (bass 

violin), Mr. E. Hall (cornet), Mr. A. Best (clarinet), Mr. H. Madsen (euphonium), and Miss 

Pansy Brown (piano), and Mr. B. Simpson (conductor). A recitation by Miss Eileen 

Fairbrother was given  in a pleasing manner. A song, "The Farmer Boy," by Standards 111. 

and VI. was well received. Miss Thelma Petersen sang a coon song, and had to again respond 

to a double encore. Miss Mary McDonnell gave a recitation, which was well received. A 

laughing song by Standards 111. to VI. was heartily applauded.' The same Standards also 

contributed a sleigh song in fine style. The reciting of Miss Eunice Oliver was clear and 

distinct, and she received well merited applause. Miss Sadie Herdman danced a Highland 

fling, and was encored. A recitation by Miss Gladys Fairbrother was well received, and a 

maze march by the girls was very pretty item. Master Merve Fairbrother recited in a 

creditable manner. The programme concluded with an historical play, entitled "King Alfred 

and the Cakes," the parts being taken, respectively, by Master Fenton Butler, Miss Flossie 

Scott, Master K. Shaw, and E. Toomath. Two prizes were offered by Mr. W. Moore for the 

best girl and the best boy reciter, the prizes being won by Miss Eileen Fairbrother and Master 

Merve Fairbrother, respectively. Mr. Jas. Baillie, who acted as judge, congratulated the 

winners. The success of the entertainment was, in a large measure, due to Messrs. A. N. 

Burns, B.A., Talbot, M.A., and Miss Scott, who worked hard in training the children. The 

school funds will benefit to the extent of about £20 

17
th

 October 1907 The prizes for the best boy and best girl reciters at 

the Carterton School Concert on Monday night. were won by Master Mervyn Fairbrother and 

Miss Eileen Fairbrother. Mr. J. Baillie was judge and Mr. W. Moore donated the prizes 

28
th

 October 1907 THE SCARLET FEVER OUTBREAK. [Bi' TELEGRAPH. — PRESS 

ASSOCIATION.] CARTERTON, This Day. • Only 84 scholars were present out of 318 on 

the  roll of the Carterton school. Parents are  scared at the scarlet fever outbreak, and the--

board has been urged by the health officers to temporarily close the school, but has declined. 

It also declined to connect the school closets with the drainage system. There is considerable 

indignation over the matter. 

29
th

 October 1907  A DENIAL BY THE BOARD.. By Telegraph—Press Association. 

WELLINGTON. October 28. The Education Board denies a statement telegraphed 

from Carterton that the Board has declined to accede to the request that 

the Carterton School be temporarily closed owing to an outbreak of scarlet fever. As a matter 



of fact the school is to be closed to-morrow, and for the rest of the week, to allow of 

fumigation. As to the complaint about closets, in erecting additions to the school recently, the 

very best closets were put in, and it is intended to provide similar ones throughout 

the school as soon as the work in hand will permit. 

30
th

 October 1907 HEALTH OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

FEVER'. AT CARTERTON. .'  

A. Press Association- message from Carterton on . Monday ' stated : that only--84 scholars 

were present that; day out of 138 (sic) on .the. roll -of the . Carterton school.; Parents were 

scared at the scarlet, fever outbreak, and the Board had been urged by the health officers-to 

temporarily close the  , school, but had declined. It also declined to connect the school closets 

with the drainage system " There ' was," concluded . the message, considerable indignation 

over the matter'. 

With regard to the above, our' Wairarapa correspondent telegraphs that the Board of 

Education had refused-to close the school when asked to do so by the local health officer. Dr. 

Frengley, Wellington District Health Officer, has now inspected the school, and .will 

recommend the Board to close the school for a week to allow of a thorough disinfection of 

the  building. Dr. Frengley is of opinion that a considerable amount of carelessness has 

existed among parents in connection with recent scarlet fever cases in Carterton in allowing 

children to' go. about when developing the complaint, and in failing to inform the authorities 

of suspected cases. .Evidence has been collected in the district by the District Health Officer, 

which will be placed in the hands of the Crown Solicitor  with a view to the institution of-

proceedings by way of making an example.' It is said that in one case a' resident was 

supplying milk to other residents while, at the same time, his children' were ill with the fever.'  

We are informed by the Secretary of the Education Board that the Board last evening, 

decided to give permission to the Carterton School Committee to, close the school for the 

remainder of the week, during which, lime the building will be fumigated.' The secretary 

denies the statement in the  Press Association; telegram that the Board' had declined' to 

connect the  school closets with the drainage system; 'He states that the new portion of 

the school buildings are already well provided in this respect; and that, as regards-the old-

school, which is on the other side of the street, the Board will make similar provision, and 

will connect with the drainage system as soon as work in hand will allow. 

1
st
 November 1907 A meeting of the committee of the Carterton School was held, on  

Wednesday, evening, to consider the insanitary condition of the old school buildings. Mr. 

John Brown was in the chair. The headmaster, Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A., placed a report before 

the committee showing the correct state of affairs, and pointing out some of the rumours 

which had been . circulated concerning the latrines were without foundation. The school was 

being thoroughly disinfected, and he recommended that the outbuildings should be washed 

periodically with lime and also that the walls of the school be sprayed once a week. The , 

meeting decided that the school should not be- reopened until it had been placed in a sanitary 

condition. 

5
th

 November 1907 The Carterton School has been closed for another week 

5
th

 November 1907 Carelessness is blamed for the epidemic of scarlet fever — in a mild form 

— at Carterton. The District Health Office states that the probable source of the outbreak lay 

in "unnotified cases." which did not come under the department's notice. Children suffering 

from the disease were, apparently, allowed to go to school.. Since 17th October there have 

been nineteen cases, principally persons of school age or younger. The Greytown Hospital 

has taken as many cases as it can, and several have been received by the Masterton Hospital. 

The others are isolated  in their own homes. The Health Department intends taking legal 

proceedings in cases where inexcusable neglect has resulted in failure to forward notices j 

about the appearance of fever.  



19
th

 November 1907 The Carterton school opened, yesterday, with an attendance of 250 

scholars. The conveniences at the old school buildings are now almost complete. 

27
th

 November 1907 The Carterton School Committee has decided to ask the Education 

Board to have the interior and exterior of the old school building re-painted. A sum of £100 is 

to be expended by the Government on the fitting of the cookery class room at the Carterton 

High School. 

18
th

 December 1907 Miss Livingston's private school will break up for the Christmas 

vacation on Thursday afternoon, when the prizes will be presented to the scholars who have 

gained the highest marks for proficiency during the year. 

There are at present 308 scholars on the roll of the Carterton school. The average attendance 

since the reopening of the school, which was closed on account of the scarlet fever epidemic, 

is 235 

19
th

 December 1907 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on Monday 

night, Mr. John Brown in the chair. The Education Board wrote complying with the request 

of the Committee that the old school building be painted. The Headmaster reported 252 

scholars in the primary department, with an average attendance during the four weeks of 190. 

The roll of the secondary department had 56, with an average of 45. The total roll number 

was 308, and the average attendance 235. The  Headmaster recommended the cleaning out of 

the bathing hole on Callister Bros.' property, with a view to giving swimming lessons, and 

Messrs. Callister, Moore and Reid were appointed to report on the matter. Mr. Callister was 

appointed visitor for the month 

23
rd

 December 1907 The following pupils attending the Carterton school have been 

successful in securing certificates for attendance during the year: —First class, Fred Knutson, 

Stephen Dudson, Henry Salmon, Alfred Carter, William Carter, Melville King, Florence 

Marshall, Doris Humphries. Second Class, Reginald Baillie, Fenton Butler, Trevor 

Fairbrother, Leslie Cave, Thomas Beard, Hugh Wilson, Norman Nicholls, Mavis Humphries, 

Dora Fairbrother, May Max, Vera Wilson, Vera King 

1908 

1908 288 Carterton Burns BA A N B1 Headmaster £275 $43,112 

1908 288 Carterton Higgins Vivian D2 Assistant Master £175 $27,435 

1908 288 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £125 $19,596 

1908 288 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £115 $18,029 

1908 288 Carterton Armstrong Doris 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 2 £35 $5,487 

1908 288 Carterton Herdman Nellie 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 2 £35 $5,487 

1908 288 Carterton Scott B A Florence 

 
Secondary 

  1908 288 Carterton Talbot M A Arthur E D2 Secondary 
  13

th
 January 1908 An exploration party, consisting of .Messrs. A. F Grenfell (Gore) A. Talbot 

(Carterton), D. De Lambert, and W. G. Grave (Oamaru), has just returned to Dunedin from 

an unsuccessful effort to discover an overland track from Milford Sound to Lake Wakatipu 

28
th

 January 1908 Miss Mary Skelley and Mr. Victor Higgins, of the Carterton High School 

teaching staff, have just passed the matriculation examination. 

30
th

 January 1908 Miss Mary Skelley, who has on the staff of the Carterton District High 

School for some months, is entering the Teachers' Training College at Wellington, to undergo 

a course of further instruction. Miss Doris Armstrong has been appointed to succeed Miss 

Skelley on the school staff. 



8
th

 February 1908 Among the candidates who have passed the first year of the pupil teachers' 

examination, held by the Wellington Education Board, are Evelyn Aitcheson (Featherston) 

and Arthur Roydhouse (Carterton). 

15
th

 February 1908 Swimming classes have been inaugurated at the Carterton school 

19
th

 February 1908 The number of scholars on the roll of the Carterton District High School 

at present is as follows Primary, 266; Secondary, 45.. The average attendance for the past two 

weeks was 266 and 42 respectively. During the year 1907, 157 children were admitted to the 

school, and 147 left 

21
st
 February 1908  At present there are 213 names on the roll of the Greytown School. The 

total number on the roll of the Carterton School is 311. 

28
th

 February  1908 On Saturday next, Miss Mary  (Always listed as Harriett returned in 

1918-1919 period though there is a Mary Skelley teaching at Mt Cook in 1905 and this is 

where the confusion lies)) Skelly, of the Carterton District High School staff will leave to 

enter the teachers' training college at Wellington. Before severing her connection with the 

Carterton School Miss Skelly was presented with a valuable chatelaine bag and silver 

mounted inkstand by the other teachers. 

18
th

 March 1908 At a recent meeting of the Carterton School Committee some exception was 

taken to the action of the headmaster, who had punished several lads by keeping them in 

.after school hours for returning to school late, caused by their assisting in beating out a grass 

fire which endangered several homes. The defence was that the offending children wore 

under the ' teacher's care, inasmuch as they brought their lunch with them to school, and 

according to rules were not supposed to leave the school grounds. It was contended that those 

anxious juveniles might have been running into a. deathtrap. Most of the members of the 

committee thought the action of the / headmaster justified, but others thought it unfair that the 

children, who did good work on the  occasion in question, should have been punished in this 

manner. In their opinion an address by the  headmaster on school discipline would have been 

a better way of impressing upon the minds of the children, the need of complying with the 

school regulations 

19
th

 March 1908 The number of scholars Jon the roll of the Carterton School is as follow : 

Secondary classes, 44; primary, 268; total, 312. 

20
th

 March 1908 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on Monday night, 

Mr. John Brown iv the chair. The secretary reported the general account in credit £0 18s 3d, 

technical credit £8 4s 7d, special credit £5 7s 9d, agricultural credit £15 15s 8d. Mr. A. N. 

Barns, headmaster, reported that the attendance returns for the past month showed 44 on the 

roll with an average attendance of 41 in the secondary department, and 268 with an average 

attendance of 242 in the primary department. He suggested in order to facilitate the work of 

the science classes in the dairying branch that a Babcock milk testing machine be procured, 

but the matter was held over. A discussion ensued on the poor support being accorded the 

Technical School, and the matter of fixing fees was held over to see if any more support was 

forthcoming. It was resolved that the headmaster prepared a report of the result of the work 

accomplished in the agricultural class. Messrs. G. Canton and J. Callister were appointed 

visitors for the month. 

29
th

 April 1908 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee on Friday night, it was 

resolved to ask all pupils attending the technical classes to pay their fees quarterly in advance. 

It was decided to postpone the starting of a shorthand class until the new committee is 



elected. The headmaster's report showed 313 the. roll. The sum of £5 will be expended in 

gravelling the school ground. 

19
th

 April 1908 CARTERTON. The following Committee has been elected for the ensuing / 

year:— Messrs. John Brown (chairman), J. G. Moore, D Reid, A. F. Wilson, Rev. W. J. 

Elliott, Jas. Nicholls, J. Callister, H. Wilson, and L. H. Victory; secretary, Mr. R. J. Chapman; 

treasurer, Mr. D. Reid. At the annual meeting of householders, on Monday night, the 

secretary's report showed that the receipts for the year amounted to £10 18s Id, and the 

expenditure £95 Is 5d, leaving a credit balance of £9 16s 8d. The number of scholars on the 

roll was approximately 300 

30
th

 April 1908 SCHOOL GARDENS. 

The Carterton Public School has published particulars of its farm experimenting, under the 

instruction of its headmaster, Mr. A. N. Burns, B.A. There were nine experiments made with 

potatoes, writes our Wairarapa correspondent, seven with' different combinations of manure, 

- and two with plots under no scientific treatment.' The ground all round was what is known -

as shingly.'' 'The best returns were from land treated to superphosphates, 4 cwt. to the acre', 

and from a mixture of' superphosphates, bone-dust, and dried blood, 5 cwt. to the. acre. The 

difference between the plots treated to manure and those which were not was very great, The. 

manured plots being ahead in some cases 100 per cent.:, Further experiments with whole . 

and cut  sets  of  potatoes were much in  favour of the cut sets although; owing to the dryness 

of . the season  the, returns of these .were very poor. - In several instance's too much manure, 

is said to have been used, but the, returns were a source of satisfaction' to the  youngsters for 

their industry. It is stated that there are many cases where boys at this school are, teaching 

their fathers the first rudiments of, scientific farming. 

21
st
 May 1908 The Carterton School Committee met on Monday night, and decided to 

abandon the shorthand class, owing to not sufficient interest being in it. 

16
th

 June 1908 Carterton; School defeated the Dalefield third team in football on Saturday, 

scoring 12 points to 6. Mr. V. Higgins was referee. 

18
th

 June 1908 The monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on 

Monday night, Mr. John Brown being in the chair. The statement of finance showed the 

general account to be in credit £9 2s lid, and the agricultural account in credit £13 7s 4d. 

Accounts totalling 14s 8d were passed for payment. The headmaster's report showed a total 

roll number of 312, with an average attendance of 290. The visitors report for the mouth was 

adopted, and Mr. J. G. Moore appointed visiting member for the ensuing period The annual 

report of the Wairarapa School Committees' Association was received. The question of 

beautifying the school grounds was considered, but no action was taken 

27
th

 June 1908 The Wellington Education Board has accepted the resignation of Mr. A. 

Roydhouse, of the Carterton school. 

31
st
 July 1908 special meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on Tuesday night 

to discuss the matter of filling the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. A. P. Roydhouse. 

At the June meeting of the Committee, the Board forwarded the names of a number of 

candidates, and asked the Committee to select three from them. The Committee did so, 

recommending that the first named in their choice be appointed. The Board had sent a reply, 

appointing the third mentioned on the list, giving as the reason that "under the circumstances 

the third name selected had better be appointed. The first mentioned was young, and another 

two years' schooling would fully qualify her for the position. The testimonials for the third 

seemed to be very good." The action  of the Board in' over-riding the Committee was 

unanimously condemned, and the following resolution carried :—" That, seeing that the 



Wellington Education Board had invited the Carterton School Committee to nominate two or 

more names of persons qualified to fill the position in the school rendered vacant by the 

resignation of a pupil teacher, and that the said Board had appointed the third name on the list 

in direct opposition to the unanimous choice of the Carterton School Committee, this 

Committee strongly protests against the action of the Board’s selection committee; urges that 

the Board carefully reviews the matter, and respectfully requests that it be referred back to the 

Carterton School Committee with the Board's reasons °for over-ruling the Committee's 

selection." 

31
st
 July 1908 Some trouble has arisen at the Carterton School owing to the appointment of a 

pupil teacher. It appears that the names of ten applicants were submitted to the Committee 

with a request that they should select three. This the Committee did, placing them in order of 

preference and recommending the appointment of number 1. Instead of that, number 3 was 

appointed, and the Committee is somewhat indignant at the way their recommendation has 

been treated. The difficulty was reviewed by the Board yesterday and it was pointed out that 

the appointment was due to the fact, that the applicant chosen by the Committee was rather 

young, being only 15 years of age, and the girl appointed was two years her senior. The 

Chairman was advised to patch up matters by explaining, that, the.. Committee’s selection 

would have ; favourable consideration when the -next vacancy occurs 

3
rd

 August 1908 The Wellington Education Board has confirmed the appointment of Miss 

Nellie Herdman as pupil teacher at the Carterton School 

4
th

 August 1908 Mr. A. P. Roydhouse, who has resigned a pupil teachership on the stuff of 

the Carterton school, in order to take up motor engineering, was on Friday presented with a 

handsome pair of military brushes, mahogany backed and silver mounted, in a case, the backs 

bearing a suitable inscription, as a mark of esteem from the scholars and teachers. 

20
th

 August 1908 An election is to be held to return a member to the Carterton School 

Committee to fill the vacancy caused by, the resignation of Mr. L. H. Victory, who has left 

the district. 

14
th

 September 1908 The annual examination of the Carterton State School has been 

completed by the inspectors, and next- week la being observed as the term holidays, of one 

week 

24
th

 September 1908 The Carterton School Committee met on Monday night, the Rev. W. J. 

Elliott presiding in the absence of the chairman. The treasurer reported credit balances £7 18s 

9d, general account; £9 4s 2d agricultural account; £2 16s 8d, Technical School account; and 

£2 14s 9d, special account. Accounts amounting to £9 18s 8d were passed for payment. The 

headmaster reported a roll number of 315, with an average attendance of 284. It was decided 

to ask His Worship the Mayor (Mr. W Moore) to distribute the Dominion Day medals on 

Friday afternoon 

21
st
 October 1908 The monthly meeting of the Carterton District High School Committee 

was held at Carterton on Monday night, Mr. John Brown in the chair. The headmaster's report 

showed that during the month ending September 30th, the attendance had been:—Primary, 

roll 276, average attendance 250; Secondary, roll 39, average attendance 36. Mr. J. M. 

Nicholls, visitor for the past month, reported everything to be in a satisfactory state at the 

school. It was decided to repaint the old school building. Messrs. A. F. and Hugh Wilson 

ware appointed for the month. 

24
th

 October 1908 Miss Broadbent, of the staff of the Carterton School, has been granted a 

month's leave of absence. Her .place will be taken by Miss Farmer 



23
rd

 November 1908 The total strength of the Wairarapa School Cadets Battalion on parade 

on the Masterton Showgrounds on  Saturday morning was 298, made up as follows:—

Masterton No. 1, 61 cadets, under Acting-Captain J G. Bee; Masterton No. 2, 53 cadets, 

Captain N. D. Bunting; Masterton No. 3, .46 cadets, Captain 11. H. Sutton; Carterton, 32 

cadets, Captain A. Talbot ; Greytown, 40 cadets, Captain H. W. King; Featherston, 18 cadets, 

Captain F. G. Everton; Eketahuna, 20 cadets, Captain W. Dempsey; Te Ore and Upper Plain 

detachments, 24 cadets, Lieutenant G. A. Jones.  The total strength present numbered 298. In 

the morning various battalion movements were creditably executed, and in the afternoon, 

after the battalion had been photographed in different formations, movements in extended 

work were practised.   

At the conclusion of the parade, Acting-Major 0. N. Haslam, who was in charge, 

complimented the battalion on its muster, and said that in Iris opinion, if a battalion camp 

were held, officers and cadets. would rapidly gain much useful knowledge of military 

mutters. 

5
th

 December 1908 The final judging 'was made on 30th November by Mr. A. R-. Hadfield, 

and he has given his award in, the following order of points : — Clareville School, 74 points, 

first ; Carterton  School and Gladstone School, each 71, second ; Dalefield School, 65, fourth; 

Feather-s-ton School, 63, fifth 

9
th

 December 1908 The total number on the roll of the Carterton School is 313, with an 

average attendance of 284. The primary school numbers 277 and the secondary 86. The 

attendance throughout has been well maintained, and the Truant Officer has not found it 

necessary at any time throughout the past year to proceed against any parent for neglect. The 

school will close for six weeks summer vacation on Friday, 18th instant. The annual picnic 

will take place on the  17th. 

10
th

 December 1908 The Carterton School Committee has decided to hold a picnic on 

December 17th, and to convey the children to the picnic ground per traction engine. 

16
th

 December 1908 Miss Jupp entertained the pupils of her private school in Carterton on 

Monday afternoon at a party, the young folk being thoroughly delighted with the outing and 

the prizes 

1909 
1909 265 Carterton Burns BA Andrew N B1 Headmaster £305 $48,468 

1909 265 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 Assistant Master £195 $30,987 

1909 265 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £140 $22,247 

1909 265 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £130 $20,658 

1909 265 Carterton Johnston Mary G 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 1 £50 $7,946 

1909 265 Carterton Armstrong Doris 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $7,151 

1909 265 Carterton Herdman Eleanor 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 3 £45 $7,151 

1909 265 Carterton Morton Lucy S B5 Secondary 
  1909 265 Carterton Scott B A Florence 

 
Secondary 

  1
st
 February 1909 The local State School will re-open on Monday morning. The teachers who 

have been enjoying their holidays in other parts of the province, returned home to-day 

2
nd

 February 1909 Miss Ivy Russell, of this town, who has received an appointment as a 

teacher in the Featherston State School,  commenced her duties to-day. It was Miss Russell 

who was selected by the  Carterton School Committee for a  position on the staff of that 

school,  but the selection was overridden by the Education Board, who preferred I another 



applicant on the grounds of  higher qualifications. Since then Miss Russell has passed her 

matriculation examination. 

17
th

 February 1909 Mr. John Brown presided at a meeting of the local School Committee last 

night, when a surplus of £2 8s 9d was reported from the picnic. It was decided to donate the 

same to the piano fund. The headmaster reported that there were 39 on the secondary roll, the 

average attendance for the fortnight being 34. There were 271 on the primary, with an 

average of 238 for the fortnight. The number on the roll of the  secondary department is 

sufficient to secure  the services of two special assistants for the whole of this year.  Pupils 

from the secondary classes were very successful in the public examinations at the end of last 

year. :It was decided to recommend the ; Board to effect alterations to Standard II. room. A 

resolution was passed placing on record the committee’s appreciation of the high percentage 

of passes at the recent University Examinations, and congratulating the headmaster and staff  

upon the success achieved by the pupils, Messrs.  Jno. Brown, J. G. I Moore, R. J. Chapman 

and Rev W. J. Elliott, were! appointed a committee to deal with the matter of purchasing a 

piano for the school. It was resolved that should sufficient inducement be given arrangements 

be made for reopening the technical classes. Messrs. A. F. Wilson, H. Judd, J. Callister, were 

appointed visitors for the month. 

26
th

 February 1909 Wellington Education Board It was resolved that the following be 

referred to the Clerk of Works for report: — An application for level floors and re-

arrangement of desks  at Old School, Carterton 

26
th

 February 1909 Gregg's shorthand is to be taught in the Carterton Technical School this 

season 

17
th

 March 1909 The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last evening, Mr. 

John Brown presiding. It was resolved to abandon the technical classes, with- the exception 

of the bookkeeping, which is to be started should sufficient inducement offer. Messrs. J. 

Callister, H. Judd, .A. Wilson and the headmaster were appointed to go into the matter of the 

working of the agricultural class. The headmaster reported that the roll number was 307, and 

that the annual concert would be held on Friday, April 16th. It was reported that a piano had 

been purchased from Mr. J. S. Pepper, at a cost of £22, and the amount owing on same was 

about £12. It was hoped to reduce this amount considerably by the concert  

19
th

 March 1909 There are now 307 pupils on the rolls of the Carterton school. Last month 

the average attendance was 278 

19
th

 March 1909 One of the members of the school committee of the Carterton primary 

school has a rooted objection to his son digging and delving in the mud of the school garden. 

Ha thinks the boy would be better engaged in the school at his lessons. That may well be, but 

there are a few who look upon the school garden as a good place for a small boy. It is not the  

mere work of the garden that is of consequence, but the effect it has upon the boy physically 

and mentally, and the good it does him in after years. 

6
th

 April 1909 Mr. A. Talbot, assistant master of the District High School, has received a 

similar appointment in the South Island, and will take up his duties at Greymouth at the 

beginning of next month. During the time that Mr. Talbot has been associated with the local 

school staff he has proved himself a capable and painstaking teacher, and it will be with 

feelings of regret that the news of his departure will be received by parents. 

7
th

 April 1909 Next Friday week a concert is to be given here by the pupils of the District 

High School. The object is to raise funds to liquidate a debt on the piano recently placed in 

the school at a cost of £22. 



19
th

 April 1909 A friendly game of football between the Clareville Maori College and 

Carterton High School was played this afternoon; ending in a draw, each side scoring three 

points. Mr. A. N. Burns was referee 

23
rd

 April 1909 Mr. John Brown presided at the monthly meeting of the School Committee 

last evening, when the financial result of the recent concert was reported at £20 13s 6d. A 

vote of thanks was passed to the school staff for their energetic efforts in connection with the 

concert. The Headmaster reported that there were 306 names on the roll, with an average 

attendance of 281. The chairman reported having received the resignation of Mr. A. Talbot, 

M.A., who had accepted a position at Greymouth, and a resolution of appreciation of his 

three years' service was placed on record. The sub-committee appointed to examine the 

agricultural plots, recommended that a variety of oats and other seeds be tested on the potato 

plot with regard to their respective production powers. The recommendation was adopted. 

28
th

 April 1909 School Committee At Carterton the proceedings were marked by a 

presentation from the committee to Mr. A. Talbot, who is leaving the Carterton school and 

going' to Greymouth, where he joins the local school. The committee is as follows : — 

Messrs.. John Brown (chairman), J. Nicholls, J. G Moore, J. Callister, H. Wilson, T. H. 

Hughes, A. T. Wilson, and the Revs. W. J. Elliott, and L. Thompson 

3
rd

 May 1909 Miss Morton. B.A., is to act as relieving teacher at the Carterton School until a 

successor has been appointed to Jill the position rendered vacant by the resignation of Mr. A. 

Talbot, M.A. 

3
rd

 May 1909 MANURING OF POTATOES.  

At the Carterton District High School (writes our Carterton correspondent) experiments have 

again been carried out in those manuring of potatoes on the same plots for , the purpose of 

demonstrating to the lads of' the  upper classes the method of conducting such experiments. 

The scheme adopted was in accordance with directions issued by the chief chemist of the 

Agricultural Department, in leaflet No. 76, and the  directions , were followed as nearly as 

possible. _ The  piece of ground available was not a suitable as could have been wished, 

being somewhat uneven in. fertility. 

Plots Nos.' 3 and 4 (unmanured) and 5 had the  advantage of being more -free from stones 

than the others. The seed potatoes consisted of Victor Rose and Scotia, obtained from a 

Government experiment farm, and Up-to-Date- obtained locally. All were of a fairly uniform 

size and unsprouted. Very few of the sets of Victor Rose and Scotia failed to sprout, but this, 

was-not so with the Up-to-Dates. The two new varieties have proved to be excellent eating 

potatoes —in fact, much superior to Up-to-Dates. The plots measured each l-40
th

  of an acre, 

and seed weighing ,36lb.(LB = pounds weight) were allotted to each. Then followed details of 

each plot in minute detail 

14
th

 May 1909 Secondary Department Carterton D.H.S.—Assistant, £180 to £210. G. L. 

STEWART, Secretary. WELLINGTON EDUCATION BOARD 

18
th

 May 1909 The Carterton School Committee, last night, decided (wires our resident 

special) to celebrate Empire Day on Friday afternoon at the school. Speeches, etc., will be 

delivered. Mr. W. C. Buchanan, M. P., and Mr. Adam Armstrong, Mayor elect, have been 

invited to be present 

18
th

 May 1909 Carterton News This afternoon the children of the local School held a mock 

election, the proceedings taking. place at the Borough council, Chambers 

19
th

 May 1909 The Carterton School Committee met last evening, the Rev, W. J. Elliott 

presiding. Miss Armstrong, pupil teacher, was granted one, week's leave of absence, subject 

to the approval of the Education Board to enable her to attend the agricultural instruction 



class at Greytown. 'the headmaster reported a roll number of 263 in the primary department, 

the average attendance being 235. There were 37 in the secondary department, the average 

attendance being 34. The offer of Mr. A. N. Burrs, headmaster, to conduct the night classes 

free of expense to the committee was accepted, and the class recognised by the committee as 

one of the technical classes. It was decided to invite Messrs. W. Moore, Adam Armstrong 

and Mr. W C. Buchanan,' MP., to ; attend the School on the Friday preceding Empire Day, 

when the flag will be hoisted and saluted, and addresses delivered by. Messrs. Armstrong and 

Buchanan. The Rev. Mr. Elliott and Mr. T. H.. Hughes were appointed a visiting committer 

for the month 

19
th

 May 1909 At a meeting of the Carterton school committee, it was decided to invite the 

Mayor, the Mayor-elect, and Mr. Buchanan M.P., to take part in the ceremony of saluting the 

Hag on Empire Day, 24th. Very little attention is paid to this ceremony as a rule, but just now 

a special significance attaches to the event, and those who do love the  old. emblem ought to 

make a point of being present. 

20
th

 May 1909 There are 263 pupils on the roll of the primary department of the Carterton 

School, the average attendance, last month, being 235. There are 37 in the secondary 

department, the average attendance being 34 

22
nd

 May 1909 Yesterday: afternoon, celebrations apropos of Empire Day, were carried out at 

the Carterton School, when the children were . assembled, and addresses  were' delivered .by 

the, acting-chairman of the. committee (Rev .W. J. Elliott); and -'Mr. W. C. Buchannan M.P. 

It was intended to salute the  flag, but rain caused this part of 'the programme to be cancelled. 

24
th

 May 1908 EMPIRE DAY. “Empire Day” was celebrated indoors, because of the 

"Massey” disturbance, and the usual patriotic speeches were made by the headmaster of the 

Carterton school, by the Rev. J. W. Elliott and Mr. Buchanan, M.P. Cheers were given for the 

Empire. 

26
th

 May 1909 A hockey'. match played. Monday afternoon, on Carrington Park, between 

Dalefield and the Carterton High School in a victory for the visitors, by one' goal Mr. W: J. 

Bannin  was referee 

28
th

 May 1909 Captain Burns has been appointed to command' the  Carterton School Cadets, 

vice  Captain Talbot 

21
st
 June 1908 Miss Scott, of the teaching staff of the local High School, resumed duty' this 

week, having been absent several weeks on sick leave. 

25
th

 June 1909 When will parents realise that it is a sacred duty to send their children to 

school? And when will fathers and mothers have sufficient sense to understand that playing 

with the future of their offspring is a dangerous practice ? , One asks these ,questions because 

one sees that some of the people agitate against the enforcement of the attendance clauses of 

the Education, Act. Of course, one could be callous,' and say that it was a good thing to let a 

certain number of boys and girls , grow up in ignorance, because then I there will always be a 

supply of hewers of wood and drawers of water. But this is a bad thought for the future of the 

race. These remarks are made apropos of some statements' made at the last meeting of the 

Carterton School Committee, when resentment; was shown because the Truant Officer has 

been making it “warm” for the “ waggers.” The pity of it all is that' one sees and knows so 

many children in these country places growing up in dire ignorance. – 

23
rd

 June 1909 Miss Scott, of the teaching staff of the local High School, resumed duty' this 

week, having been absent several weeks on sick leave. 



18
th

 August 1909 The Carterton School Committee, on Monday night, granted Miss 

Broadbent leave of absence to attend the agricultural instruction classes in Greytown. The 

report of the headmaster showed 250 on the primary roll, and the average attendance was 

216. In the secondary department there were 32, the average being 29. Mr. Pearson was 

accorded a vote of thanks for painting the names on. the honour board in the High School, 

and. a similar compliment was accorded the Wairarapa Rugby Union for the donation of a 

football. 

18
th

 August 1909 The School Committee met last evening, Rev. W. J. Elliot pre. siding. Miss 

Broadbent was granted leave of absence to attend the agricultural instruction class. The 

Secretary's action in notifying the Education Board that the Technical classes had been 

abandoned for want of support was endorsed. It was decided to ask the Rifle Volunteers for 

permission to use the miniature rifle range recently erected in the D:iM Hall. A vote of 

sympathy was passed to Miss Scott, B.A., on account of her Illness. Messrs. J. Callister and 

H. Wilson were appointed visitors for the month 

22
nd

 September 1909 The numbers on the roll of the Carterton School are : — Primary, 245, 

with an . average attendance of 228; secondary, 31, average attendance 30. The head--master 

reported having applied to the Inspector-General of Schools to have Carterton made a centre 

for the examination of candidate for Civil service in November, but the request was not 

granted. The committee has passed the following resolutions in connection with  the .matter, 

the same to be forwarded to .the Board of Education :— "(1) The train  which arrives in-

Masterton at 9.45 a.m. is often  late, and consequently candidates reach- the examination 

room late, and not in a fit mental state to begin work; (2) even when the train is up to time, 

only one quarter of an hour is ', allowed for candidates to reach the examination room, which 

is a mile from the railway station; (3) there are at least .eleven candidates for Civil service 

examination in South Wairarapa ; (4) as  the junior Civil service is a competitive 

examination, candidates in South Wairarapa are at a great disadvantage as compared with 

others 

1
st
 October 1909 The resignations of Mr. H. W King second assistant at the Carterton (Wrong 

School Greytown Teacher) School, and Miss Kirby, sole teacher. Alfredton. ware accepted- 

yesterday by the Wellington Education Board. 

14
th

 October 1909 The Carterton school buildings are shortly to be painted 

20
th

 October 1909 A cricket bat has been promised by Mr. J. A. Dudson to the lad securing 

the best baiting average in matches between the Carterton High School and the Clareville 

Maori College, the average to be determined before the Christmas holidays 

The Rev. W. J. Elliott has been appointed  chairman of the Carterton School Committee in 

place of Mr. John Brown, who has resigned the position. The committee has decided to allow 

the matter of joining the School Committees Association, which is being formed in 

Wellington, to stand in abeyance. The total number on the school roll is 274, the average 

attendance being 252. Messrs. J. Moore and J. M. Nicholls have been appointed visitors for 

the month. 

5
th

 November 1909 The Wellington Education Board has accepted the tender of Mr. C. J. 

Beard, of Greytown, for painting and repairs to the old school building here. Mr. Beard also 

secured a similar contract for Greytown, and for the teacher's residence at Dalefield. 

18
th

 November 1909 SCHOOL GARDENS COMPETITION. WON BY GLADSTONE. The 

result of the competition! for the best plot at schools in South Wairarapa for the Challenge 

Shield presented by Messrs. H. R. Bunny and W. C. Buchanan, is as follows: Gladstone 



School (Miss M. H. Piggford, mistress), 75 points (the possible) 1 Carterton School (Mr. A. 

N. Burns, headmaster) 2 Clareville School (Mr. J. M. Beechey, headmaster) 3 Featherston 

School (Mr. F. C. Everton. headmaster) 4 Mr. A. R. Hadfield was judge. The shield has been 

win as follows:— Gladstone School, 1908, Clareville School, 1909 Gladstone School 

30
th

 November 1909 The Carterton School Committee will meet on Friday evening to 

consider the Applications for the , vacant position on the staff of the Secondary School. There 

are five applications  

Carterton News The Civil Service Examinations, finished hero on Monday , afternoon. The 

matriculation, medical, and engineering preliminary, . and solicitors' '.'''examinations will 

begin today. The Junior National Scholarship; examination, and the, examination for junior 

free places, will begin at the High School on Wednesday 

6
th

 December 1909 From three applications submitted by the Education Board, the local 

School Committee last evening appointed Mr. H. Millar to the position of assistant master at 

the High School. Mr. Millar was formerly on the teaching staff of the Greytown school, and 

will enter upon his duties after the summer vacation 

11
th

 December 1909 Wellington Education Board Carterton District High School-Secondary 

assistant, Mr. H. .Miller, formerly of Greytown, and at present in Victoria 

16
th

 December 1909 The results of the Wellington Education Board's examinations for 

proficiency certificates were made known at the schools throughout the district this morning. 

The following is a list of the successful candidates under the age of 15, who have qualified 

for free secondary education Carterton. — Boys: M. Berrill, A. Callister, L. Cave, H. Garbett, 

H. Meyrick, C. Rofe, H. Salmon, A. Seely, N. Teal, R. Wakelin, A. Wilson, D. Wilson-. 

Girls: O. Gaskin, A. Moncrieff, G. Smith. 

18
th

 December 1909 The scholars of the High School staff  (sic) yesterday afternoon 

presented .Miss Moreton with a solid silver inkstand and a pretty cut glass smelling salts 

bottle, as tokens of appreciation of the interest taken by her in them during the few months 

that she has been acting as relieving teacher 

The local school broke up yesterday afternoon for the summer vacation. Between fifty and 

sixty attendance certificates were distributed by the chairman, (Rev. W. J. Elliott) of the 

school committee. 

20
th

 December 1909 Miss Morten, who has been acting relieving teacher at the Carterton 

High School, received the following testimonial from the committee on completing her 

duties:—"The committee of the Carterton High School cordially and unanimously place on 

record their high appreciation of the faithful and efficient service rendered by Miss Morten, 

B.A., daring the several months she has acted as substitute teacher in the secondary 

department of the High School. The committee specially recognise the high moral tone Miss 

Morten has tried to foster, her unflagging interest in all the life of the pupils, and wish her the 

utmost success and happiness in all her future career 

23
rd

 December 1909 The Carterton School Committee nave appointed Messrs. A. N. Burns, J. 

Callister, T. H. Hughes, and J. M. Nicholls a sub-committee to go into the matter of a 

miniature rifle range. 

The total roll number of the Carterton School last quarter was 281, the average attendance 

being 250. 

1910 
1910 269 Carterton Burns BA Andrew N B1 Headmaster £310 $48,599 



1910 269 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 Assistant Master £200 $31,354 

1910 269 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £145 $22,732 

1910 269 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £135 $21,164 

1910 269 Carterton Armstrong Doris 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,622 

1910 269 Carterton Herdman Eleanor J 

 
Female Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,622 

1910 269 Carterton Johnston Mary G 

 
Female Probationer 2 £55 $8,622 

1910 269 Carterton Morton Lucy S B3 Secondary 

  1910 269 Carterton Morgan M Sc Fred J A4 Secondary 

  7
th

 January 1910 The work of repainting the old school building at the southern end of the 

town is now in progress. Mr. C. J. Beard, of Greytown, is the contractor. 

20
th

 January 1910 Wilfred Thomas of Carterton School was second in the Wellington 

Education Board for senior scholarship Competing against Wellington College students. 

Fenton Butler and William Sievers also won scholarships  

Bessie Moncrieff and Florence Miller won junior scholarships 

28
th

 January 1910 Miss M. Skelley, formerly of the staff of the Carterton School, but now of 

the Training College, Wellington, has been appointed relieving teacher at Kaiwaiwai School, 

near Featherston. Miss Skelley enters upon her new duties on Monday next. 

28
th

 January 1910 Miss F Scott resigns 

31
st
 January 1910 The old school building and the, headmaster's residence at the southern end 

of the town, have just been repainted, and present a decidedly . attractive appearance., The 

committee are having the flagstaff removed from in front of the old school, '. and placed upon 

the green fronting the new High School. 

14
th

 February 1910 Miss Nellie Herdman, at present a pupil teacher at the local school, leaves 

at the beginning of the month to enter the teachers' training college at Wellington. 

15
th

 February 1910 Carterton Notes The rural instruction course, instituted by the Education 

Department, commences in the local school next week. Tuesdays and Thursdays are the days 

set apart for die purpose, and the pupils will be taught the art of poultry and bee farming, etc., 

and general agriculture 

22
nd

 February 1910 There was a full muster of the Wairarapa Cadets on the Masterton Show 

(Grounds on Saturday afternoon, 276 answering the roll' call. Major Haslam was in charge, 

assisted by Adjutant Bunting. The following schools were represented : — Carterton, Captain 

Miller ; Greytown, Captain Kinsey ; Featherston and Eketahuna and Ballance, Captain Scott ; 

Fernridge and Te On. Ore, Captain Foss ; Masterton No. 1, Captain Bell ; Masterton No. 2, 

Captain Sutton. 

25
th

 February 1910 Wellington Education Board GOVERNMENT GRANTS. Intimation was 

received of the following Government grants:—Gladstone residence, £400; Masterton, 

Greytown, Levin and Carterton, woodwork rooms, £428; 

7
th

 March 1910 Miss Morton, who has been appointed a teacher at the local High School, to 

fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss Scott, which takes effect next month 

14
th

 March 1910 CHAMPIONSHIP MEETING. The championship meeting of the Wairarapa 

Battalion of Public School Cadets was held on the Papawai Range, at Greytown, on Saturday 

last. Majors Haslam and Charters acted as range officers, and were ably assisted by the 

following company officers:—Captains Everton, Featherston; Foss, Masterton suburbs; Bee 

and Sutton, Masterton; Miller. Carterton; Kidson, Greytown; White-Scott, Pahiatua. Grey 

town District High School Company secured the honours of the day 



26
th

 March 1910 The attendance at the  Carterton High School is keeping up well, and on the 

last occasion of the visit of the truant inspector he only found it necessary to warn a few 

parents and children 

11
th

 April 1910 Miss Dora Fairbrother won the girls' tennis championship of the local High 

School, and with .Miss Grace Knutson won the doubles 

26
th

 April 1910 School Committee Carterton School Committee was elected as follows: —J. 

G. Moore (Chairman), R. J. Chapman (Secretary), T. H. Hughes (Treasurer), A. F. Wilson, 

Coleman Phillips, J. M. Nicholls, J. H. Wakelin, J. Callister and Rev. L. Thompson 

27
th

 April 1910 Mr. Coleman Phillips, who was among those gentlemen returned as a 

committee last evening, for the District High School, has for many years taken a keen interest 

in the Kaitara School at Morrison's Bush. Mr. Phillips at one time was a Lower Valley settler, 

and since his removal to tins interest m the school's welfare has not diminished. 

28
th

 April 1910 Carterton News Mr. Jas. Callister has promised—or rather announced his 

intention—of providing a bathing place in his property for the children attending the High 

School. This proposal should be appreciated by the parents, for swimming is one of the most 

useful items that any child can possess. The locality is not far from the school, and no doubt 

when the place it. ready the committee may appoint certain days of the week for instruction 

2
nd

 May 1910 At the meeting of householders in the  Carterton school, Mr. W. Moore started 

a brief discussion "on the results of the present system of education as they had come under 

his notice as a practical business man. He said that it seemed to him that the syllabus was too 

diffuse, and that the children when they had finished their school" course were ignorant in the 

essential points of an education intended to fit them for the battle of life. They were not well 

grounded in the "three R's," which were certainly essential. They were very deficient in 

arithmetic, their spelling was shocking, and their knowledge of gramma ' and composition so 

limited that they failed to put capital letters at the beginning of a sentence, and put them 

where they should not be. In olden times they had not such a comprehensive syllabus, but the 

children were turned out with a good grounding of reading, writing and arithmetic, which 

were still as essential as ever in the battle of life. The syllabus now was so full that it was not 

possible for children to get more than a superficial knowledge of anything. He thought it was 

more important that a boy should be able to spell well than to be capable of classifying, say, 

the leg of a fly. He did not, however, condemn the science lessons, but, speaking as a 

business man, he had noticed that the  children after leaving school did not possess that 

essential part of education which it was necessary they should have. 

9
th

 May 1910 Miss Scott, who has been associated  with the local High School teaching staff, 

retires from the service of the Wellington Education Board this month. During the time Miss 

Scott has been teaching here, she has shown considerable ability, and her many kind and 

gentle actions towards the pupils in and out of the school have won for her the highest esteem 

of the parents and scholars. It is with deep regret that they hear of her approaching departure, 

and Miss Scott will carry with her their sheerest wishes in a very tangible form tor a 

prosperous and joyous time in the venture she is about to embark on. 

16
th

 May 1910 very enjoyable afternoon tea was given this week by Mrs. C, Fairbrother, of 

Dalefield, in honour of Miss Scott, of the Carterton High School teaching staff, who is 

leaving on Thursday next The gathering included a number of old pupils, and a very pleasant 

time was spent. Miss Scott received many surprise packets, which, when opened, turned out 

to be dainty and useful articles. A presentation was  made at the local District High School 

yesterday afternoon to Miss Scott, as a token of esteem on the occasion of her approaching 



departure. Mr. A. M. Burns, headmaster, on behalf of the senior scholars presented Miss 

Scott with a handsome salad bowl, and Mr. Miller, on behalf of the junior pupils, handed her 

a handsome travelling rug with her initials on. Both gifts were acknowledged by Miss Scott 

1
st
 June 1910 The Wellington Education Board has selected Messrs. H. Miller, of Carterton, 

and Arthur Murphy, of Pirinoa, for appointment as first and second assistants, respectively, in 

the  Masterton District High School. 

7
th

 June 1910 Mr. and Mrs. Morgan have left Levin for Carterton, where Mr. Morgan takes 

up his duties in the district high school. 

7
th

 July 1910 A special meeting of the District School Committee was held last evening, 

when the appointment of Mr. F. J. Morgan as assistant in the place of Mr. Miller, transferred 

to Masterton, was confirmed. A circular from the Wellington Householders' League, asking 

the committee to vote for a referendum on the question of Bible reading in schools was held 

over until the ordinary meeting. 

13
th

 July 1910 Carterton, secondary assistant—Mr. F. Morgan, recently from England, and 

for some time on the relieving staff of the Wellington Education Board . 

31
st
 August 1910 Woodville Examiner Yesterday the Wellington Education Board decided to 

allow the Carterton school committee to hang placards containing the Lord's Prayer on the 

walls of the schoolroom  

31
st
 August 1910 Some discussion took place upon the application of the Carterton School 

Committee for the approval of the acceptance of copies of the Lord's prayer from Mr. 

Coleman Phillips, eventually it was decided that the Board give its' approval 

29
th

 September 1910 The Carterton school committee has received permission from the 

borough council to erect a miniature rifle range 

19
th

 October 1910 The Carterton School Committee has instructed one of its members to 

interview local dentists in regard to the  examination of the teeth of scholars, and, in cases 

where  it may seem necessary, that the teeth should require attention, to report to the parents 

concerned 

330
th

 November 1910 Miss L. Morton has resigned her position as assistant at the Carterton 

District High School. 

3
rd

 December 1910 In a one-innings cricket match on the school grounds this morning, the 

(Masterton) District High School defeated the Carterton School by 65 runs to 29. 

1911 
1911 273 Carterton Burns BA Andrew N B1 Headmaster £310 $49,027 

1911 273 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 Assistant Master £205 $32,421 

1911 273 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £150 $23,723 

1911 273 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E2 Assistant Female £135 $21,350 

1911 273 Carterton Herdman Eleanor J  Female Pupil Teacher 5 £55 $8,698 

1911 273 Carterton Fairbrother Dora  Female Probationer 2 £50 $7,908 

1911 273 Carterton Robertson M A D L B3 Secondary   

1911 273 Carterton Taylor Lillias A D2 Secondary   
17

th
 January 1911 National Scholarship results Class A schools are ones which have  roll of 

over 200 in the Wellington Education Board area 

1
st
 February 1911 A subsidy of £1 has been, voted -to the Carterton school library by the, 

Wellington Education Board Bessie Moncrieff of Carterton School  topped the rankings with 



627 marks The next pupil got 600 Frank Fiest was 9
th

 and Beryl Armstrong, Mary Fiest 

Agnes Moncrieff, Leslie Fairbrother and Ronald Wakelin also passed 

Catherine Rains and Leonard Beard won Senior scholarships 

27
th

 March 1911 The following is the average attendance at the chief schools in the 

Wairarapa district during the past year: —Masterton D. H. S. and Side School 775, Carterton 

D.H.S. 269, Pahiatua D.H.S. 238, Greytown D.H.S. 227, Mangatainoka 145, Featherston 137, 

Martin borough 115, Lansdowne 144, Eketahuna 113, Fernridge 86. Clareville 83, Nireaha 

65, Konini 61, Scarborough 59, Pongaroa 50, Parkvale 52, Kaiwaiwai 43 Rongokokako 41, 

Kaitawa 40, Mako Mako 42, Ballance 53, Dalefield 52. Hukanui 67. Hamua, 53, Belvedere 

47, Hastwell 46, Gladstone 43, Kaipororo 39, Mauriceville West 38, Te Ore Ore 37. 

25
th

 April 1911 School Committee Carterton. — Messrs.. J. G-. Moore (chairman and 

treasurer), R. J. Chapman (secretary), C. Phillips, J. Callister, J. H. Wakelin, H. Hutchison, R. 

W. Fairbrother, J. M. Nicholls, and Posselt 

26
th

 April 1911 Mr. F. J. Morgan, senior assistant at the Carterton District High School, has 

resigned his position, having received an appointment on the staff of the Stratford High 

School. 

1
st
 May 1911 Mr. F. J. Morgan, a teacher in the secondary classes at the Carterton District 

High School, who is leaving for. Stratford to-day, was on Friday the recipient of 

presentations from the teachers and scholars of the school. 

2
nd

 June 1911 FOUR HUNDRED SCHOOL CHILDREN. The secretary of the  Carterton 

School Committee has written lo the Commissioners, stating that arrangements are being 

made for 400 school children from Carterton to visit the Exhibition on June 15. The 

Exhibition Committee has decided that when excursions are run for school children in 

numbers, the children shall be admitted on payment of 3d. each. 

13
th

 June 1911 Mr. D L Robertson appointed secondary assistant  

15
th

 June 1911 COUNTRY CHILDREN VISITORS. There were over one hundred and fifty 

school children down from Carterton today, specially to visit the Exhibition. Their parents or 

friends accompanied them, also some of the teachers. The youngsters had a most interesting 

time and most of them received a souvenir case of pencils 

16
th

 June 1911 The railway excursion from Carterton yesterday took 300 children to 

Wellington 

4
th

 July 1911 The children attending the local State school were presented with their 

Coronation on Monday afternoon. Mr. W. C. Buchanan, M.P distributed them, the Mayor 

(Mr. F. Feist) being also present. 

22
nd

 July 1911 By defeating Carterton school last Saturday, at football, by 5 points to nil, the 

Masterton school has won the  Wairarapa schools championship for 1911 

27
th

 September 1911 Miss F Neilson secondary assistant resigns. Only record of this teacher 

18
th

 October 1911 Growing Evil. 

" Inherent Justice is Eternal Right 

At the present time when one hears so much about reform of one kind and another, there 

appears to be one evil that is apparently overlooked and which seems to have taken hold of 

the public to an extent that few people would imagine. We refer of course to the gambling 

evil. In a press telegram recently it was stated that the Dunedin “ Star ” had called public 

attention to the fact that children in Dunedin were being taught to gamble by the sale of a 

certain kind of chocolate to which was attached a prize of some description which induced 

the children to purchase it. We have now a confirmation of this unwholesome state of affairs 

in a letter from a Carterton resident to the “ Wairarapa Daily News,” in which he states that 



the children of the Carterton School are spending their pocket money in buying packets of 

chocolate for the sake of obtaining the rough pictures contained in each, so as to bold a series 

of the pictures and thus obtain a money prize of ten shillings. The writer goes on to state that 

the children of the Carterton School are more serious over their “series” than over any part of 

their lessons. There is no doubt that if such a state of affairs is allowed to continue unchecked 

the rising generation will be imbued with the gambling spirit to an alarming degree. There 

are, unfortunately, many who consider that intemperance is the one and only ; evil to be 

combated. It would be far better for the children and for the country generally if these were to 

take a broader view of things and pay some attention to other evils that are going on in their 

midst. There is a wide field of work before them if they wish to raise the standard of the 

community. That gambling in New Zealand is an evil that is worthy of the serious attention 

of all who wish to see the country progress on right lines is shown by the returns published 

almost: daily of the  large amount of money put through the various totalisators throughout 

the Dominion. It is not long since a comparison was made between the amount invested on 

the totalisator on the celebrated French racecourse at Auteuil, and the amount expended in a 

similar way on the  Auckland course. It was then found that had the amount invested at the 

French meeting been at the same rate per capital that invested on the New Zealand course, the 

total put through the machine would have run into nearly 20 millions. We in New Zealand are 

a pleasure loving people, there is no gainsaying the fact, but the day will assuredly come 

when we shall realise that it would have been better for our country, better for our children 

and better for ourselves had we given some thought to the morrow, and endeavoured, as far 

as lay in our power, to put a check not on one, but on several of the growing evils that are 

menacing us as a nation to-day. 

15
th

 November 1911 Miss M K Wilson appointed secondary department  

20
th

 December 1911 Mr. P Butler Pupil Teacher transferred from Clareville school 

1912  
1912 300 Carterton Burns BA Andrew N A1 Headmaster £310 $47,542 

1912 300 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 Assistant Master £210 $32,206 

1912 300 Carterton Broadbent Mary A E1 Assistant Female £150 $23,004 

1912 300 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E1 Assistant Female £135 $20,704 

1912 300 Carterton Fairbrother Dora 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 3 £55 $8,435 

1912 300 Carterton Butler Fenton 
 

Male Pupil Teacher 4 £55 $8,435 

1912 300 Carterton Rains Catherine M 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 1 £20 $3,067 

1912 300 Carterton Robertson M A Douglas L B3 Secondary 

  1912 300 Carterton Wilson M A Marion K A1 Secondary 

  17
th

 January 1912 Schools of over 200 students Junior Board and National results Wellington 

Education Board The scholarships will be awarded from the following list: — (Schools with 

an Average of Over 200.)  

1
st
 Iris Woodhouse, Petone, 632  

2
nd

 Agnes Moncrieff, Carterton, 629;  

3
rd

 Frank Feist Carterton, 619;  

Roy Gardiner, Masterton, 607 ; Phyllis Mather, Brooklyn, 607 ; Edgar Thomas, Greytown, 

590; James Matheson, Masterton, 575;  

8
th

 Beryl Armstrong, Carterton, 570 

And Grace Aplin 518, Ivy Riggs 446 and Leo Rains 408 also listed  



19
th

 February 1912 Mr.  A. N. Burns, B.A., headmaster of the Carterton School, has qualified 

for his M.A. degree 

20
th

 March 1912 The Carterton District High School Committee has decided to invite the 

medical men of the district to examine the pupils at the local school periodically, and to 

deliver addresses to the older scholars on the question of sexual physiology. While this is 

undoubtedly a step in the right direction, it emphasises the necessity for the adoption of some 

general scheme by the State. This .matter has been under discussion for some years, and its 

importance has been recognised by educationists throughout the Dominion. The Government, 

however, has not yet devised means for putting .the proposal into execution. 

23
rd

 April 1912 Carterton. — Only eleven householders were, present, and for the committee 

of nine wanted only eight accepted nomination — Messrs.. J. G. Moore (chairman), and 

treasurer, re-elected), R. J. Chapman (secretary), J. Callister, A. C. Riggs, J. M. Nicholls, D. 

Reid, J. H Wakelin, R. W. Fairbrother. , The vacancy will be filled by the Education Board. 

1
st
 May 1912 Application!: as follow were referred to the clerk of works for report:—

Martinborough, septic, tank; Tane. septic tank; Carterton, coke stoves;,  Coke was a product 

of the gas works and was left over after the gas had been removed from the coal. 

29
th

 May 1912 The gallery the infant department at Carterton School is to be removed. It was 

decided to approve it- 

The inspector's recommendation regarding infant departments at Carterton •and Greytown 

10
th

 July 1912 In a long article about Education and equal pay for women and rural education 

the following statement was made 

The Carterton School bell (Wairarapa) could be heard, at five neighbouring schools, within a 

three-mile radius, with the majority of the children were within walking distance of the 

Carterton School, the .average attendance at which' was now 269. Willi the  children from 

within the  radius named the attendance could be raised -to 529 with a resultant increase in 

efficiency created by a. bigger staff. The  Pahiatua District High and its neighbouring schools 

afforded another example of the desirability of amalgamation 

22
nd

 August 1912 The prevalence of mumps had an effect on the attendance at the Carterton 

School. During the past month out of a roll number of 274 only an average of 231 was 

obtained 

22
nd

 August 1912 Mumps and other forms of sickness considerably interfered with the 

attendance at the  Carterton schools during the past four weeks, especially at the primary 

school. The number on the roll at that school is 274, and the average attendance during the 

past month fell to 231 while out of a roll or 52 at the technical school the average attendance 

was 48. The indisposition, according to the headmaster's report appears to be confined to the 

elder children, sickness among the younger children being comparatively small. 

19
th

 September 1912 The local district school has a .roll number of 333. This is the highest 

record for the past twelve years. The average attendance for the month was 291, and the 

largest attendance was 316 on Monday last 

21
st
 September 1912 At the monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee, Mr. T. G. 

Moore presiding, a credit balance £29 16s. 5d. was reported in connection with the general 

account, and £1 19s. 3d. to the  credit of the technical fund. Mr. A. C. Riggs was appointed 

visitor for the ensuing month. The action of the chairman in substituting 'Friday for Monday 

as the extra day in the recent term holidays was approved 

9
th

 December 1912 SCHOOL MATCH. 



MASTERTON v. CARTERTON. The above match was played on the school ground on 

Saturday, and resulted in a win for Masterton by 16 runs on the first innings. The scoring was 

very low on both sides, and of the, Carterton team nine players failed to score 

Masterton 25 Carterton 9 

1913 
1913 310 Carterton Burns BA Andrew N A1 Headmaster £310 $46,500 

1913 310 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 Assistant Master £210 $31,500 

1913 310 Carterton Broadbent Mary A D1 Assistant Female £150 $22,500 

1913 310 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E1 Assistant Female £135 $20,250 

1913 310 Carterton Fairbrother Dora 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 4 £60 $9,000 

1913 310 Carterton Butler Fenton 
 

Male Pupil Teacher 5 £55 $8,250 

1913 310 Carterton Russell Cecil R 
 

Male Pupil Teacher 2 £50 $7,500 

1913 310 Carterton Haddrell M A Olive V B5 Secondary 
  1913 310 Carterton Wilson M A Marion K A1 Secondary 
  15

th
 January 1913 Wellington Education Board Mistress.. SECONDARY DEPARTMENT. 

Carterton D.H.S.— Secondary Assistant. £180 to £210. 

16
th

 January 1913 Four pupils of the Carterton District High School, and two of the 

Eketahuna District High School, were successful in the. scholarship examinations 

29
th

 January 1913 Pupil Teacher appointment Carterton Cecil R Russell 

11
th

 February 1913 Carterton District High School (senior secondary assistant), Miss M. K. 

Wilson ; Carterton District: High. School (junior secondary assistant), Mr., J. Marwick 

20
th

 February 1913 Master Oliver Dudson, of the Carterton District High School, has been 

awarded a senior B scholarship as a result of the recent examination. 

21
st
 February 1913 Mr. C. S. Gordon, of Dalefield, who is at present relieving at the 

Carterton District High School, has been appointed sole teacher at the Rongomai school near 

Eketahuna. 

22
nd

 February 1913 Master Seymour Bish, lately of the Carterton High School, but now of 

Wellington College, won the junior swimming championship at the  College sports, and was 

second for the senior championship. 

26
th

 February 1913 Wellington Education Board Agnes M. Moncrieff junior national scholar, 

was granted a transfer from the Carterton District High School to the Wellington Girls' 

College. 

5
th

 March 1913 Antony those to receive special mention at the recent teachers" examination, 

was Mr. A. N. Burns, M.A., headmaster of the Carterton school. His subject was general 

agriculture, Class 0. 

28
th

 March 1913 Thirty-six applications were received by the Hawke's Bay Education Board 

for the  position' of assistant-inspector. ' The number was reduced at the meeting of the board 

last night to the following four:—Messrs... A. N. Burns,-M.A. (headmaster of. the Carterton 

District High School), M. McLeod, B.A.- (headmaster of the Temuka District High School), 

D. A. Strachan, M.A. (inspector of ; the Marlborough Education Board), and L. F. Pegler, 

B.A. (headmaster of .Hastings District High School). These will be invited to interview the 

board personally on April 15 

29
th

 April 1913 School Committee Carterton.— J. G. Moore (chairman), D. Reid, J. 11. 

Wakelin, R. W. Fairbrother, A. C. Riggs, W. C. Ellis, J. M. Nicholls, J. Harp, R. J. Chapman 

(secretary and treasurer). 



30
th

 April 1913 Lighting Headmaster’s room half cost Wellington Education Board  

4
th

 May 1913 The Carterton News deals with gone remarks of the Rev. Dr. Gibb ' in the 

following impressive manner—The  Rev. Dr. Gibb,, referring last night to the overcrowded- 

syllabus of the public schools, and .consequent ease with which time could be made for visits 

of religious' teachers, remarked that the school children were trained to take more interest in 

dissecting the entrails of a frog than in, the soul of an archangel. Spoken with fine oratorical 

effect, this epigram sounds very well indeed, and is quite impressive; but. it does not stand 

the test of common sense. "By investigating the internal works of a frog the scholars may 

obtain valuable lessons in physiology—and they can always get a frog. If Dr. Gibb will take 

to the Carterton school the soul of an archangel, we are quite sure it will receive profound 

attention. ' It is hardly fair to talk nonsense to an audience because it is a country one. The 

smallest school child already knows as much about the soul, of an archangel-as Dr. Gibb, all 

his learning 

28
th

 May 1913 Wellington Education Board Master’s Desk (Half Cost)  

24
th

 June 1913 A chess class amongst the students of the Carterton District High School has 

been formed. There are some fourteen scholars attending. 

10
th

 July 1913 While playing football at the Carterton school on Monday, a lad named 

Charles Zabell broke one of his legs. 

14
th

 July 1913 The Carterton High School boys' chess club intends to apply for affiliation to 

the New Zealand Chess Association ." This will be the first boys' club affiliated to the 

Association. It has been suggested that the Masterton schoolboys might well follow  

Carterton's example and form a chess club. 

18
th

 July 1913 The monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on Tuesday 

evening, Mr. J. G. Moore presiding. The treasurer reported the general account in credit £5 

11s 11d, and the technical account in credit £1 19s 3d. The Education Board wrote that the 

agricultural shed would be painted at the same time as the woodwork of the new school 

received attention. It was reported that gas had been installed in the headmaster's room, and 

two rooms on the south side of the school. The action of the chairman in granting the children 

a half-holiday on the occasion of the Buchanan reception, and in regard to the nomination of 

Mr. A. W. Hotter on the Education Board were endorsed. The report of the inspectors were 

received and considered very satisfactory. It was decided to close the school an extra week 

during the September vacation to suable the teachers to attend the spring school at Masterton. 

The headmaster's requirements were left to Mr. R. W. Fairbrother and the headmaster to 

attend to. The footpath in front of the new gates to the entrance of the old school is to be 

metalled and formed, and the playgrounds are also to receive a coat of metal in places where 

required. The Hospital Board is to be written to and asked if it were possible for the health 

officer to notify the headmaster of any outbreak of infectious disease, instead of the officer, 

as at present, notifying the Board, who in turn notified the headmaster, thus creating 

unnecessary delay. Mr. C. Ellis was appointed visitor for the month.  

Arbor Day in Carterton passed over without any public celebration. The school children were 

given a holiday, and a number of young trees, presented by Mr. Coleman Phillips, were 

planted, making a nucleus of a shrubbery at the old school grounds 

21
st
 July 1913 In these days chess club officials all over New Zealand are wishing that more 

boys and young men could be induced to take up the "royal game." It, therefore, gave local 

enthusiasts much pleasure to learn recently that the boys of the Carterton High School have 

followed the example of the Waitaki High School boys in taking up chess in goodly numbers, 



and with much enthusiasm. The rapid progress made by the Carterton boys has naturally been 

very gratifying to their instructor. The Wairarapa Daily News of the 12th inst. states that the 

Carterton High School Boys' Chess Club intends to apply for affiliation to the New Zealand 

Chess Association. It need hardly be added that this novel application will be very cordially 

welcomed. 

21
st
 July 1913 match was played on Saturday, at Carterton, between Masterton and Carterton 

schools. The Masterton team was a very weak one on account of the absence of six members 

of the team who were among those suspended recently. The combination, though so weak, 

had no difficulty in defeating the Carterton team to the tune of 38 to nil. Tries were scored by 

.J. Hunter (3), V. Flaws (2), Hancock (2), Townsend (2), Lawton, Johnston and Montgomery 

one each. 

30
th

 July 1913 Mr. Coleman Phillips, of Carterton, wrote to the Wellington Education Board, 

urging on the board the necessity for the exclusion of children from school in certain cases. 

Mr. Phillips complained that one of his children had to miss many days' attendance from 

school owing to children being allowed to attend Who were suffering from complaints which 

were infectious; he referred particularly to coughs and sore throat. He thought that 

headmasters of schools should be empowered to debar children so suffering from attending 

school. The Chairman (Mr. Lee) said that the board should be certainly careful in granting 

power to teachers to disband schools. _ board decided to refer Mr. Phillips's letter to the 

Carterton School Committee for consideration 

5
th

 August 1913 The Carterton High School Chess Tournament commenced yesterday 

afternoon. There are sixteen competitors 

13
th

 December 1913 The tender of Mr. I). T. King has been accepted Far alterations to the 

Carterton school. 

1914 
1914 332 Carterton Yeats Duncan M D1 Substitute £310 $44,383 

1914 332 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 Assistant Master £220 $31,497 

1914 332 Carterton Broadbent Mary A D1 Assistant Female £160 $22,907 

1914 332 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E1 Assistant Female £145 $20,760 

1914 332 Carterton d'Emden Amy L D4 Assistant Female £120 $17,180 

1914 332 Carterton Fairbrother Dora 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 5 £60 $8,590 

1914 332 Carterton Diamond Mary J 
 

Substitute £55 $7,874 

1914 332 Carterton Ellis Ena C 
 

Female Probationer 1 £25 $3,579 

1914 332 Carterton Cowles B A Jabez A1 World War 1 
  1914 332 Carterton Russell Cecil R 

 
World War 1 

  1914 332 Carterton Haddrell M A Olive V B5 Secondary 
 

$0 

1914 332 Carterton Wilson M A Marion K A1 Secondary 
 

$0 
8

th
 January 1914 MR J. H. WAKELIN. 

After- an illness  extending over some months, and borne with much, fortitude, Mr. Joseph 

Henry Wakelin passed peacefully away . a& his residence, Carterton, on Wednesday 

morning. Deceased, who was  only 42 years of age, was a son of the late Mr. E. L. Wakelin, 

one of the pioneers of the Wairarapa. Born in Carterton, he was educated at the local school, 

and when a youth entered his late father's flourmill and bakery establishment, subsequently 

becoming proprietor of the bakery portion of the business, which he carried oil successfully 

for close on', eight years. This he relinquished some ten years ago to follow the occupation of 



a, carpenter, which he did until four months ago, when illness compelled his resignation. \ 

“Harry,-" as he was familiarly" known, was possessed of a quiet, genial disposition, and 

made friends with all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. For many years deceased was 

an active member of St. Mark's Church choir, and also took ,a share of the responsibility of 

the vestry of the same church. For some twenty-two years he had been an active member of 

the Carterton Volunteer Fire Brigade, and at the time of his death was a member of the 

Carterton School Committee. He was also a member of the local Order of Oddfellows. In 

1905 deceased was married to a daughter of the late Mr. Phillip Armstrong, of Carterton, and 

is survived by a widow and one son, who will have the sympathy of a large circle of friends 

in their bereavement. The funeral takes place at Clareville on Friday 

16
th

 January 1914 The classified results of the Wairarapa candidates for the Junior 

Scholarship examination are as follow. The competitors are arranged in three classes drawn 

from (a) schools with an average attendance of over 200; (CLASS A.  

Cyril P. Hill, Carterton 483 

Hector N. Burns, Carterton 470  

Henry E. Moore, Masterton 459  

Henry F. Harvey, Carterton 458  

Walter -T. A. Connelly Carterton .. 441 

George C. Petersen, Masterton 420  

Douglas R. Wood, Masterton 429  

Hedwig B. Possett, Carterton 405 

James D. Moncrieff, Carterton 405 

No girls but in the other 2 divisions for smaller school girls did well 

24
th

 January 1914 Mr. Fenton Butler, of Carterton, who has been teaching at the Carterton 

school for some time- past, has received advice that he has successfully passed his 

matriculation, medical and final examination, which he sat for at Masterton. Mr. Butler goes 

to the Wellington Training College for further study after the holidays 

28
th

 January 1914 Miss Ena C Ellis appointed pupil teacher  

Miss Maren B L Ries appointed probationer. By end of 1914 working at Greytown school 

9
th

 February 1914 The Hon. James Allen, Minister for Education, will be a visitor to 

Carterton on Monday. In company with Sir Walter Buchanan,, M.P., he will visit the 

Carterton District High School. The-party intend visiting the various schools in the 

Wairarapa, and the tour is for the purpose of ' gathering information which will be of  value 

in drafting education regulations. 

12
th

 February 1914  Miss E. Herdman, of Carterton, has been appointed assistant teacher at 

the Martinborough school. Miss A. d’Emden will succeed Miss Herdman at the Carterton 

school. Miss Herdman was last listed as teaching at Carterton in 1911 

12
th

 February 1914 On the occasion of his recent visit to the Carterton High School, the 

Chairman (Mr. J. G. Moore) brought before-the Minister the necessity for providing more 

ground for recreation purposes. The Hon. Mr. Allen advised the-chairman to make 

application through the Education Board. , 

3
rd

 March 1914 The Carterton District High School Committee last night selected Mr. J A. 

Cowles, B.A., first assistant teacher in the Training College ac Wellington, to succeed Mr. A. 

N. Burns, M.A., as-headmaster at the school. 

18
th

 March 1914 Dr. Elizabeth Gunn paid an official visit of inspection to the Carterton  

school on Monday 

25
th

 March 1914 The prizes in connection with. the. contests held by the Carterton School 

Chess Club have been won by Cliff Bishop, Walter Connell, and Charles Jamieson, 

respectively 



4
th

 April 1914 Sir Walter Buchanan, a member of the  Wellington Education Board, has 

telegraphed to Mr. J. G. Moore, chairman of the Carterton School Committee, that the 

Education Board has decided to purchase the property adjoining the school grounds 

14
th

 April 1914 The chairman of the Wellington Education Board (Mr. Robert Lee), paid a 

visit to the Carterton District High School during the past week^ In an address to the scholars 

he remarked that the school was one of the best under the control of the board, and 

congratulated the scholars upon having such a fine school. .Mr. Lee is making a round of 

visits to the schools prior to his departure to the Old Country on a holiday trip. 

8
th

 May 1914 Misfortune has again visited the Berrill family at Carterton, .this time Master 

Rivers (Bob) Berrill being the sufferer. He, as a representative player of the Carterton school, 

was playing football against Hikurangi College at the school grounds, Carterton, and when 

near the scoring line was tackled heavily and brought to the ground, breaking his leg between 

the knee and thigh. He was taken to his home by Mr. Howard Booth, who, with Mr. Moore, 

speedily rendered first aid, and was  promptly attended to by Dr. Johnston. 

8
th

 May 1914 Mr. A. N. Burns, headmaster of the 'Carterton school, who has been promoted 

to a similar' position at Lower Hutt school, was entertained at a valedictory social by the 

residents of Carterton Wednesday night The school committee, parents and children 

presented Mr. Burns with a gold watch, the teachers of the school gave Mr. Burns a travelling 

case. 

8
th

  May 1914 At a meeting of Carterton householders to elect a school committee, last 

evening, 160 persons were present. All the  candidates were asked to state their attitude 

towards the Bible in Schools movement, and all declared against it. 

The following resolution was passed: "That this representative meeting of householders, 

being satisfied with the present free, secular and compulsory education obtaining in the 

Dominion, hereby pledges itself to resist any interference therewith, and that a copy of this 

resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Education." This was carried with applause, there 

being one dissentient, a Salvationist. The Belvedere meeting carried a similar resolution. 

9
th

 May 1914 Mr. Cowles, who will succeed Mr. A. N. Burns as headmaster at the Carterton 

school, will commence his duties on June 1
st
 

9
th

 May 1914 School Committee Carterton. —Messrs. J. G. Moore, (chairman), R. J. 

Chapman (secretary and treasurer). J: Harp, ,T. M. Nicholls, W. C. Ellis, A. C. Riggs, J. 

McKenzie, J. Stevens, and D. Reid. 

18
th

 May 1914 Mr. A. Cowles, first assistant at the Wellington Training College, who has 

been appointed headmaster of the Carterton School, vice Mr. A. N. Burns, transferred to the 

Hutt, will take up his new duties on 1st June. 

22
nd

 June 1914 Much interest is being centered on the match between Masterton and 

Carterton schools ,which will be played at Masterton next Saturday. The rivalry between 

these two teams is very great, and the Southerners are bent on lowering the colours of the 

local team. Rumour hath it that Mr. "Bert" McKenzie is taking the Carterton boys in hand. 

However, the Masterton boys are confident and are training hard. Mr. "Tom" Flaws is 

assisting them. 

29
th

 June 1914 match was played on the Masterton school grounds on Saturday between the 

Masterton and Carterton schools. The ground was heavy, and rain fell during the game. Good 

play was not to be expected under these circumstances. The play was chiefly confined to the 

forwards. 2, Candy, Moore, Innis and Miller scored tries for Masterton, and Miller kicked a 

penalty goal. Masterton ran up IS points, while- Carterton failed to score. Mr. T. Flaws was 

referee 

3
rd

 August 1914 Major A. J. Cowles, of the 5th (Wellington) Regiment, who has been 

transferred to Carterton, was entertained by past and present officers of the regiment at the 



Masonic Hall on Friday evening and presented with a handsome token of the esteem in which 

ho is held by his brother officers. 

14
th

 August 1914 Mr. V. Higgins is now the only .male teacher in the Carterton school, the 

other, assistant, Mr. Russell, having gone  with the contingent. 

20
th

 August 1914 Mr. D. M. Yates, formerly headmaster of the Lower Hutt school, who 

recently retired from service on superannuation, and whose place was taken by Mr. A. N. 

Burns, headmaster of the Carterton school, has been reappointed to act as headmaster of the 

Carterton school in the absence of Major Cowles. Since the latter's departure for the front, 

Mr. V. Higgins has been acting-head-master. 

16
th

 August 1914 According to a statement made at the Education Board meeting this 

afternoon, fourteen teachers and students have joined the Expeditionary force from the staff 

of the service in the Wellington Education Distract, as follows J. A. Cowles, head teacher, 

Carterton; H. P. C. Davie, sole teacher, Mauriceville; W. J. Clachan, sole teacher, Takapau ;, 

P. G. Tattle, sole teacher, Longbush; D. K. Pallant, sole teacher, Marima"; F. W. Mothes, 

assistant, Petone; A. East, assistant, Clyde Quay; W. ,T. McCaw, assistant. Upper Hntt; W. 

Foss, assistant, Levin; J. E. Mills, assistant, Levin; W. T. Longhurst, pupil teacher, Mount 

Cook Boys; C. Russell, pupil teacher, -Carterton; H. Gray, pupil teacher, Levin; L. A. 

Rodgers, probationer, Te Aro. 

21
st
 September 1914 The Carterton High School boys defeated the Hutt High School boys at 

football on Saturday last, by 22 points to 6. 

2
nd

 November 1914 The High School tournament, Carterton v. Lower Hutt girls, started on 

Friday and was concluded on Saturday, the latter winning three out of four doubles,, and 

seven out of eight singles. Saturday's results were as under. Hutt players being mentioned 

first :■ — Doubles. — Misses L.. Osborne and G. Dyer lost to Misses H. Posselt and W. 

Krahagen, 26-30. . Singles.— Miss P. Waugh beat Miss M. McPhee, 30-29; Miss D. Rickson 

lost to Miss E. Johnston, 20-30 Miss A. McCaw beat Miss A. Osbourne, 30-17 ; Miss R. 

Gibbons beat Miss C. Peters, 30-2&; Miss A. Mclvride beat Miss E. Welch, 30-28, Miss J. 

Macasklll beat Miss M. Fairbrother, 30-26; Miss L. Osborne beat Miss Posselt, 3024; Miss 

G. Dyer beat Miss W. Krahagen, 30-25. 

14
th

 November 1914 CARTERTON v. MASTERTON SCHOOL. (Special to Daily Times.) 

CARTERTON, Saturday. The Masterton and Carterton school teams met to-day. In their first 

innings the Carterton school made 61, and Masterton replied with 48. In the second innings 

Carterton has 20 up for the  loss of 4 wickets. 

23
rd

 November 1914 Mr. C. A. Richards, whose illness at Masterton we referred to recently, 

died on Saturday morning, after a short illness. The deceased gentleman was 80 years of age, 

and had been a colonist for sixty years, bringing up a family of seven—four sons and three 

daughters. Many years ago the late Mr. Richards was headmaster of the Carterton school (In 

1878 and 1879). The funeral took place yesterday, leaving Mr. Z. M. Hoar's residence, 

Masterton, at 1 o'clock, reaching the Clareville cemetery about three 

30
th

 November 1914 Masterton v. Carterton. Some little interest was centered in the above 

match, as the  Masterton boys had suffered defeat when the  teams had last met. The  defeat 

of a Masterton team was such an extraordinary event that the enthusiasts of the southern 

school began to cry that the  Masterton school was on the decadent. The local boys 

determined to disprove this, and succeeded on Saturday. Masterton batted first, Miller and 

Welch opening. These two were associated in a useful partnership, and 90 runs were scored 

before a separation was effected. Miller scored 43 and Welch 49. Other double figure scores 

were, Miles 26, Chapman 19, and the innings closed for 174. The Masterton bowlers soon got 

to work, and when time for drawing came Carterton had 5 wickets down for 10 runs. The 

match ended in a draw. 



15
th

 December 1914 A team of girls from the ; Hutt School played a tennis match against the 

Carterton school girls on the bowling green courts on Saturday, and after a good afternoon 

succeeded in defeating their opponents. The Carterton boys also met defeat at cricket at the 

hands of the. Hutt boys. 

23
rd

 December 1914 Miss M Armstrong appointed assistant 

1915 
1915 328 Carterton Yeats Duncan M D1 Substitute £310 $41,525 

1915 328 Carterton Hargreaves Catherine D4 Substitute £250 $33,488 

1915 328 Carterton Broadbent Mary A D1 Assistant Female £190 $25,451 

1915 328 Carterton Braithwaite Lillian B E1 Assistant Female £190 $25,451 

1915 328 Carterton d'Emden Amy I D4 Assistant Female £130 $17,414 

1915 328 Carterton Armstrong Mary C C4 Assistant Female £130 $17,414 

1915 328 Carterton Diamond Mary J 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 2 £60 $8,037 

1915 328 Carterton Osborne Alice M 
 

Female Pupil Teacher 2 £45 $6,028 

1915 328 Carterton Ellis Ena C 
 

Female Probationer 1 £30 $4,019 

1915 328 Carterton Cowles B A Jabez A1 World War 1 
  1915 328 Carterton Higgins Vivian C2 World War 1 
  1915 328 Carterton Haddrall M A Olive V B4  Secondary 
 

 

1915 328 Carterton Wilson M A Marion K A1 Secondary 
 

 
27th January 1915 Alice M Osborne appointed pupil teacher. Maggie C McPhee appointed 

probationer  

Miss N Armstrong appointed assistant 

6
th

 April 1915 An event of interest to many old Wairarapa friends took place in 'Napier on 

March :26th, when Mr. and Mrs. Robert McMurray celebrated their silver wedding. 

Many*and sincere were the kindly-expressed wishes they received from a large circle of 

friends. Mrs. McMurray (nee Miss Birdie Richards) was at one time teaching in. the 

Carterton School,, where she was beloved and respected be both pupils and parents. We join 

their many friends in wishing Mr. and Mrs. McMurray continued' health and prosperity. 

There was no Miss Richards teaching at Carterton School only a C A as headmaster and no 

McMurray married a Richards in New Zealand  

15
th

 May 1915 Mr. and Mrs. D. M. Yeats left Carterton yesterday morning for Wellington. 

Mr. Yeats has been acting-headmaster at the Carterton school during the absence of Major A. 

Cowles, who was with the New Zealand Contingent at Samoa 

24
th

 May 1915 At Carterton on Saturday the Hikurangi College football team defeated the 

Carterton school by 20 points to 3 

14
th

 June 1915 Allies Relief Fund £2-14-6d Carterton School Children 

28
th

 June 1915 The Carterton Ladies' Committee, with the  help of the school children last 

week, dispatched to the Mayoress of Wellington 78 Balaclavas and 12 scarves. A quantity of 

clothing has also been donated by a number of lady residents. 

30
th

 June 1915 The Inspectors of the District High Schools at Hutt, Masterton, Carterton, 

Greytown and Eketahuna have recommended that laundry work should be added to the 

subjects to be taught in conjunction with cookery and the Education Board has approved of 

the proposal 



28th July 1915 Messrs. A. T. White, headmaster of  the Hastwell school, and V. Higgins, first 

assistant of the Carterton District High School, have been accepted  for service in the 

Dominion Expeditionary Forces 

10
th

 August 1915 Belgian Fund.— Carterton District High School, £2 6s 9d: 

28
th

 August 1915 Wairarapa East Coast A & P Society Carterton School Committee and also 

the Education Board wrote referring to the education of senior boys on the points of farm 

animals.. It was re; solved to reply that members were prepared to assist by giving lectures- 

on stock at their farms if schools district made arrangement for-scholars to attend. 

3
rd

 September 1915 The  Wellington Education Board has granted leave of absence to 

Messrs. V. Higgins, assistant teacher at Carterton, and S. G. Thomas, pupil teacher at 

Lansdowne 

8
th

 September 1915 Mr. V. Higgins, first assistant at the Carterton High School, who is about 

to .go into camp as a member of the New Zealand Reinforcements, was entertained by the 

Carterton Bowling Club on Monday night. There was a large muster at the pavilion, and a 

pleasant social evening was spent, in the course of which Mr. Higgins was presented with a 

of Loewe pipes and a tobacco pouch. Last week, at the school, Mr. Higgins was presented by 

the staff of teachers and scholars with a pair of field glasses. 

9
th

 September 1915 Allies Relief Fund £4-6-11 Carterton School Children (2 Months) 

1
st
 October 1915 Major J. A. Cowles, headmaster of the Carterton School, who went with the 

Expeditionary Force to Samoa, has been appointed to command the Third Trentham Rifles 

14
th

 October 1915 Mr. W. Baskiville, of Johnsonville, to be assistant at Carterton High 

School; Started in 1916 

15
th

 October 1915 The primary roll at the Carterton Slate school now totals 353 

16
th

 November 1915 Private Duncan Yeats, son of Mr. D. M. Yeats, headmaster of the 

Carterton District High School, is reported among the wounded 

17
th

 November 1915 Belgian Relief Fund Carterton District High School £7 Is 6d, 

17
th

 December 1915 Mr. R. J, Foss, head teacher at Fernridge school, has been appointed to 

the position of acting-headmaster of the Carterton District High School, in place of Major 

Cowles, who is absent on military duty. 

17
th

 December 1915 Mr. R. J. Foss, who has been headmaster at the Fernridge school during 

the past nine years, has been appointed headmaster at the Carterton school. Mr. Foss has , 

proved himself to be an excellent teacher, who has taken a particular interest in and devoted 

great care to the children under his charge 

Mr. Foss did not go to Carterton School permanently till the 1920’s 

1916-1917 
1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Cowles B A Jabez Head B-20 £340 $38,107 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Baskiville Walter C L Assistant D-65 £310 $34,745 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Broadbent Mary A Assistant D-53 £190 $21,295 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Braithwaite Lillian B Assistant E-60 £190 $21,295 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Armstrong Mary C Assistant C-92 £130 $14,570 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Diamond Mary J Pupil Teacher 4  £65 $7,285 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Aitchison Elsie S Probationer 2  £60 $6,725 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Osborne Alice M Pupil Teacher 4  £55 $6,164 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Peters Christina C Probationer 1  £30 $3,362 

1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Haddrall M A Olive V D B-64   



1917 254-43 Carterton DHS Wilson M A Marion K D A-45   
26

th
 January 1916 Tender Wellington Education Board Asphalting Carterton School 

1
st
 February 1916 Mr. R. J. Foss, who has been promoted to the Carterton School, undertook 

his' new duties to-day. 

27
th

 January 1916 Sergeant Vivian Higgins, of Carterton, has been promoted to the rank of 

Second Lieutenant 

28
th

 January 1916 Mr. and Mrs.. Reginald Foss, of the Upper Plain, Masterton, were given a 

hearty send-off by Masterton folk prior to leaving for Carterton, where Mr. Foss assumes 

charge of the District High School. As a mark of the esteem m which the departing couple 

were held in the district, a farewell social was held in the schoolroom on Thursday last week 

and handsome presentations were thrust upon each' of them. Mr.. Foss has been ten years in 

charge of the local school, and many complimentary references were made to his good work 

31
st
 January 1916 Mr. Walter C. L. .Baskiville, for eleven years on the staff of the Terrace. 

school, and for some time past assistant master at Johnsonville, has been promoted to a 

similar position at Carterton, for which town he left to-day. Mr. Baskiville has always taken a 

great interest in rugby football, and the competitions in that branch of sports between the 

various schools were revived mainly owing to his zealous efforts. He is a keen bowler, and 

before joining the Wellington Club was a prominent member of the Kelburn Club. Last year 

he enlisted, but owing to an old injury to his knee, sustained while playing football, he was 

unable to pass the medical test. 

22
nd

 February 1916 Mr. T. J Shields will give a swimming demonstration .before the school 

children at Pahiatua, and on Thursday the Carterton School children will have the privilege of 

receiving similar instruction from him.. As he will have to leave Wellington on Wednesday 

morning, Mr. Shields's free swimming lesson, to city, children this week was to be given at 

Te Aro Baths this afternoon between 3 and 6 o'clock 

19
th

 April 1916 School Committee Carterton. —Messrs. J. G. Moore,  M. Nicholls, R. J. 

Chapman, J. Callister, A. C. Riggs, J. McKenzie, A. W. Birss, J. C. Harp, and J. A. T. 

Stevens. 

11
th

 May 1916 At the- last meeting of the Carterton school Committee, the headmaster 

reported an average attendance of 328. The Chief Inspector of Schools recently paid a visit to 

the school, and expressed himself as well pleased with the sanitary conditions 

15
th

 May 1916 On the Carterton Showgrounds on Saturday morning the Carterton school 

junior footballers tackled the Clareville boys, and after a good game succeeded in gaining a 

victory by two tries to one. For Carterton. Teddy Fly and Sefton Hawker scored, and 

Clareville’s  try was registered  by Arty Kay. Mr. Baskiville refereed. 

29
th

 May 1916 Wellington Education Board Annual report included The work of tie District 

High Schools is reported as being, with one or two exceptions, from fair to satisfactory. The 

mean, of the quarterly average attendance In-the Secondary Departments were: Nor. mal 27, 

Petone 49, Hutt 14, Carterton 31, Greytown 21, Masterton 79, Eketahuna 27, Pahiatua 33, 

Levin 31 

31
st
 May 1916 A bicycle shed will be erected at the  Carterton School shortly. This work, 

together with the  erection of an incinerator and nupboards (Cupboards?), was approved at 

yesterday's meeting of the  Wellington Education Board 

5
th

 July 1916 The following resolution was carried at the last meeting of the Carterton School 

"Committee: —The Carterton District High School Committee learn with deep regret the, 

decision of Sir Walter Buchanan not to accept nomination for a. further term on the 

Wellington Education Board, and  in recognition and appreciation of his distinguished 



services rendered to the  cause of education in  this, district, extending over a period of thirty 

years, this Committee respectfully requests Sir Walter .to present a photograph of himself to 

the School .Committee. to be placed in the High School. 

19
th

 July 1916 The  children of the Carterton .District High School have contributed £31 2s 

lOd to the Belgian Children's Fund. 

20
th

 July 1916 The Carterton school children were very successful in connection with (he 

contributions towards the relief of the Belgian children. They have turned out their money-

boxes and gathered up their savings to the amount of d £31 2s. 10d., which has been duly 

forwarded through the  proper channels. 

11
th

 August 1916 On Wednesday, in St. Paul's proCathedral, Wellington, Miss Annie Grace 

Roydhouse, daughter of Mr. Roydhouse, editor of the "Daily News," Carterton, was married 

to Mr. W. H. Jackson, headmaster of the Carterton District High School. Wrong school Mr. 

W H Jackson was head of Masterton School 

18
th

 September 1916 SCHOOL GAMES. PETONE v. CARTERTON. A representative 

match was played between the Petone District High School and Carterton High School, 

resulting in. a win for Petone by 18 points to 11, The. Carterton boys had the best of the game 

in the first half, the score reading 11—8 in their favour at the interval. After play 

recommenced the Petone, pack swarmed down into their opponents’ area, and H. Nicholls 

crossed the line just inside the corner. He, took the kick himself, and from a very difficult 

angle placed the ball between the posts. Carterton woke up after, this and took the ball into 

the Petone, quarter. A timely kick by the fullback averted what might have been a score- 

Carterton again began to look, dangerous, but somehow could not get through the Petone 

backs. Their for, wards were making some very deter-, mined rushes, the combination of the, 

whole team being exceptionally good, and Petone had all their work cut out to hold them in 

check. Another rush, by the Petone forwards ended in H. Nicholls again crossing the line 

between the posts. His brother, “Mark" Nicholls, took the kick and added the major, points. 

Before any further score was added the whistle went for "Time.” Scorers for the winders 

were H. Nicholls (2 tries and 2 converts), B. Bush ill (1 try), V. Bradley (1 try), and M. 

Nicholls also converted a try. For the losers. Sage got 1 try. Booth 1 try (and also, converted a 

try); McCracken also scored a try. B. Bushill and M. Nicholls. for Petone, were. the most 

prominent players, and for Carterton Booth was the best performer. Mr. J. Smyrke had charge 

of the whistle 

Marcus Nicholls known as Mark Nicholls became a famous All Black and the H Nicholls 

would be either Harold (aka Doc) or Harry (aka Ginger) both of whom were also All Blacks 

19
th

 December 1916 At Andrew’s young women’s bible class presented Miss Maggie 

McPhee, who is severing her connection with, the staff of the Carterton School, also received 

a suede bound book of poems. Miss McPhee is only recorded as teaching at Te Aro School in 

1919. 

 9
th

 December 1916 Returning on active duty Lieutenant-Colonel Cowles, Jabez Alfred, 

school teacher (Mrs. Jenny H. Cowles. Carterton). 

22
nd

 January 1917 Miss Janet L. Moncrieff and Miss Elsie Anderson, both of the Carterton 

District High School, won. Junior National ..Scholarships in the recent The former had b-li 

marks and the latter 531, Allen Gardner, of the Masterton District High School, also won a 

scholarship. Only 17 awarded in Wellington Education Board area 

26
th

 January 1917 The convent school in connection with St. Mary's Church, Carterton, is to 

be opened by Archbishop Redwood, on Sunday afternoon 



10
th

 March 1917 Mr. Baskiville. school teacher, of Carterton, has been allotted to the Home 

Service reservists by the Military Medical 'Board 

27
th

 March 1917 Sergt.-Major Russell, formerly of the Carterton school staff, and who was 

one of the corporals who led a platoon across the famous Daisy Patch at Gallipoli, was 

visiting Carterton last week, having returned to New Zealand on the 6th. He looks remarkably 

well, although he still has a Turkish bullet in his side. Taught 1913-1914 

1
st
 May 1917 CARTERTON. The new committee for the -Carterton School consists of the 

following householders:—Chairman, Mr. J. D. Moore; secretary, Mr. R. .J. Chapman; 

committee, Messrs.. C. Moore, L. Davies, T. E. Maunsell, J. Stevens, .A. M. Nicholls, J. 

Riggs, J. Hart. 

25
th

 June 1917 The senior and junior football teams of the Masterton District High School 

on,, Saturday defeated the senior and junior teams of the Carterton school. The senior team 

won by 10 points to nil, and the juniors by 3 to nil. 

16
th

 July 1917 On 'the Carterton showground oil Saturday morning, football matches were 

played between the senior and junior teams of the Masterton and Carterton District High 

Schools. Both matches ended in a draw, neither side scoring. 

21
st
 July 1917 At the Carterton District High School on- Thursday afternoon a fine portrait of 

Sir Walter Buchanan, M.L.C., | was unveiled by the Mayor, Mr. Gordon Hughan. The 

chairman of the school committee, Mr. .1. G. Moore, before calling on the Mayor to perform 

the ceremony, detailed the benefits conferred on the district by Sir Walter during his ;54 

years' labours in the interests of education, throughout which lengthy period he had done 

yeoman service as a member of the Wellington Education Board. Mr. Hughan expressed the 

pleasure it gave him to be present, and complimented the school authorities on having 

become the possessors of such a handsome portrait, which would always remind the scholars 

of one who had done, so much for them both in the way of helping them to work under 

favourable conditions and in the matter of securing more favourable, conditions for their 

sports 

21
st
 July 1917 A .school branch of 130 members of the Navy League has been formed at the 

Carterton District High School. A sum of £5 6s was contributed by the citizens of the 

Carterton District High School in aid of the .sufferers by the air raids on Britain 

10
th

 August 1917 Amongst the spectators at the Athletic Park, on Saturday was -W. ,P: 

Baskiville, the ex-Terrace School assistant teacher', "Baskie" is nowadays on the staff of the 

Carterton- School, and, incidentally, has helped to push the Rugby game along in , the. 

Wairarapa Valley,' especially .among the schoolboys. He has got the parents interested—

many of whom were old-.-time Rugby players ' themselves—and the following is .by way of 

example:  Every year the Wanganui Manawatu, and Wellington schoolboys -meet in a 

triangular -tournament, and, owing to Baskiville's efforts, it .has been decided to admit 

Wairarapa into the tournament this season In the next few weeks the matches will be played 

in Palmerston North, but,  owing to the train fares-being so high these days, "Baskie," was' - 

feeling downhearted, as ' he felt he could not ask his boys to' individually find the eleven or 

.twelve "shillings ' necessary to pay their way. . He mentioned; his . trouble to one enthusiast, 

who; quietly '. asked How much money was wanted. 'Oh. about £10" This was only a small 

matter to the 'Wairarapa man, and "Baskie" and his schoolboys will get their run to 

Palmerston North all right. A few chaps like the one I have mentioned would help the Rugby 

Union to negotiate-the financial hurdle that is troubling  them just now  

8
th

 September 1917 Mr. J. M. Nicholls has been appointed chairman of the  Carterton District 

High School Committee, in succession to Mr. J G. Moore. who is leaving the district for 

Plimmerton 



11
th

 September 1917 Lieut. Vivian Higgins, formerly of the Carterton District High School, 

has been wounded in action, states the Masterton correspondent of The Post. 

10
th

 October 1917 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee strong comment was 

made on the Department's declared  intention to make Wairarapa school children travel to 

Masterton or Wellington for the examinations. A deputation is to wait on the Minister in 

reference to the matter 

24
th

 November 1917 Major J. A. Cowles will resume the  headmastership of the Carterton 

High School after the mid-summer vacation. The -Medical Board has found him to be unfit 

for further active service. 

5
th

 December 1917 Private Haddrell, brother of Miss Haddrell, of the  staff of the Carterton 

school, has been killed in action 

11
th

 December 1917 The Masterton District High School cricket team defeated the Carterton 

School on Saturday by 81 runs to 72 

18
th

 December 1917 Mr. R. J. Foss, formerly of the. Fernridge school, who has been in 

charge oi the Carterton District High School during the absence of Lieut.-Colonel Cowles 

relinquishes his position with the termination of the year's work. 

26
th

 December 1917  A Farewell Tea. Previous to the dismissal for the summer holidays, the 

staff of the Carterton District High School entertained Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Foss at a 

farewell afternoon' tea. The infant room had been decorated with beautiful sprays of Dorothy 

Perkins roses and other pink flowers, and had lost a good deal of its usual workaday 

appearance. The whole staff was present and the committee was represented by Mr. J- M. 

Nichols  (chairman), Mr. Davies, and Mr. Moore. During the afternoon Mr. Baskiville, in a 

few words, expressed the  regret of the staff at losing Mr. Foss as "head and wished him 

success and happiness in the  future. Mr. Nicholls spoke' in high appreciation of Mr. Foss's 

management of the school, and noted that the presence of the staff testified, to the  regard in 

which the headmaster was held. He also wished Mr. Foss every success, and expressed the 

unanimous wish of the  members of the committee that he might soon be appointed to the 

headmastership of a school as large as or larger than Carterton— a position they judged him 

eminently qualified to fill. Mr. Foss replied to these eulogistic remarks, thanking Mr. 

Baskiville and Mr. Nicholls as representing the staff and the committee, and pointing out that 

much of his success was due to the loyal co-operation of his staff. He expressed the hope that 

they might work as loyally with the  headmaster who was to follow him. and raise the 

standard of the school still higher. Opportunity was taken of the  occasion to say "good-bye to 

the pupil teachers and probationer, Misses Diamond, Osborne, and Aitchison, who have 

completed their term, and now go to the Training College in Wellington 

1918-1919 
1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Cowles B A Jabez Head B-16 £425 $38,395 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Baskiville Walter C L Assistant D-63 £335 $30,264 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Braithwaite Lillian B Assistant E-60 £275 $24,844 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Skelley Harriett M Assistant C-72 £240 $21,682 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Armstrong Mary C Assistant C-91 £195 $17,616 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Hosking Jean Mrs. Assistant C-85 £175 $15,810 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Flannery Gertrude M Assistant 
 

£130 $11,744 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Anderson Myrtle B Probationer 2 
 

£100 $9,034 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Johnstone Margaret S Probationer 2 
 

£100 $9,034 



1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Tyler Mara L Probationer 2 
 

£75 $6,776 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Wilson Mary C Probationer 2 
 

£75 $6,776 

1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Haddrall  M A Olive V D B-63 
  1919 288-40 Carterton DHS Park Jean D D-79 
  2

nd
 March 1918 A NEW INSPECTOR.. It is understood that Mr. A. N. Burns, M.A., at 

present headmaster at the Lower Hutt District High School, has been appointed a temporary 

Inspector under the Education Department to assist in the Wellington Education District. Mr. 

W. N. Dempsey, who ban been headmaster at the Eketahuna District High School for the past 

seventeen years, and who, it is understood will shortly retire on superannuation, has been 

appointed to succeed Mr. Burns at Lower Hutt. Mr. .R. J. Foss, late relieving teacher at the 

Carterton District High School, has been appointed to succeed Mr. Dempsey at, Eketahuna 

9
th

 March 1918 Successful swimming sports in connection with the Carterton District-. High 

School were held on Thursday 

21
st
 March 1918 Mr. R. J. Foss, who for two years, during Lieutenant-Colonel Cowles's 

absence on active service, was headmaster of Carterton District High School, and afterwards 

had charge of Korokoro School, has been transferred to the position of headmaster of the 

Eketahuna District High School. 

21
st
 March 1918 Mrs. E J Deller Temporary appointment 

11
th

 April 1918 Lieut. D. L. Robertson, formerly senior assistant master at the Wanganui 

Technical School, and at one time assistant master at the Carterton school, was killed in 

action on March 27th. Taught 1911-1912 

 

19
th

 April 1918 Wairarapa Rugby Union Report Masterton School won the School 

Championship, thereby retaining the Shield, 'flip Public School Seven-a-side tourney was a 

great success, no loss than eleven' teams competing. Carterton won the senior, and Clareville 

the junior 

24
th

 April 1918 School Committee Carterton. —Messrs. J. M. Nicholls (chairman), R. J.; 

Chapman, S. Davies, J. Harp, G. Riggs, J. Stevens, F. Zillwood, J. Preddy, and C. Moore 

30
th

 May 1918 Miss Skelley, of the Eketahuna School, h.is been appointed to succeed Miss 

Broadbent at Carterton, the latter having taken the position of infant mistress in the 

Wellington South School. Miss Harriett Skelley was previously a pupil teacher at Carterton 

1905-07 

5
th

 June 1918 Miss Broadbent, for many years a teacher at the Carterton school, was 

entertained at Carrington House on Saturday afternoon by Mrs. W. Howard Booth and a party 

of some sixty friends, prior to her departure to take up duty at South Wellington school. 

During the afternoon a presentation was made to her of a suit case, the heartiest good, wishes 

of all for her future happiness being extended to her. Music and singing and a clever word 

competition formed part of a very pleasant afternoon. Songs were sung by Misses Berrill and 

Cole. The first prize in the competition was won by Miss D. Deller, Miss Davison gaining the 

consolation trophy  Started teaching at Carterton in 1889, also taught seven years at 

Dalefield  

11
th

 June 1918 A team of Junior boys from the Carterton school played a match against the 

Lansdowne school on Saturday morning, and were defeated by 6 points to  3. Started 

teaching at Carterton in 1889 

22
nd

 August 1918 Wairarapa P and A Mr. Callister wrote that lie would  still like  his special 

prize to be  allotted : for best home 'garden kept by boys attending the Carterton School, "but 



'would . be willing to allow the prize to be given  this year for the best individual plot in the 

school competition. It was decided that the prize be  awarded for best individual plot in the  

competition 

23
rd

 October 1918 Mr. Vivian Higgins, formerly of the Carterton school, who returned from 

the front some time back, has been appointed first assistant at the Levin School. 

19
th

 October 1918. In a long article of the reply of Mr. Coleman Phillips to Sir Robert Stout’s 

speech included Some of the Carterton school children were in-the habit of taking frogs out. 

of any pond, blowing them up, and throwing them back again, after removing one or two 

legs.. That is what we shall do with the Germans—-take them out of their mire, blow them 

properly up, and then dismember their empire. 

1923/6689 Higgins  Vivian  45Y 

10
th

 December 1918 The temporary hospital which was opened in the school buildings in 

connection with the influenza epidemic is to be closed at the end of this week, and any  

patients not convalescent are to be transferred to the Masterton Hospital, whore beds are now 

available. It was reported at a meeting of the  Carterton Influenza Epidemic Committee that a 

small case of lemons consigned to the committee from Wellington was opened in transit and 

at least two dozen lemons extracted 

24
th

 February 1919 Miss C. Peters, who has been on the staff of the Carterton school for some 

time, left on Saturday for Wellington, where she is entering the Teachers' Training College. 

16
th

 April 1919 School Committee Carterton. —Messrs. J. M. Nicholls (Chairman), S. Davies 

(treasurer), B. J. Chapman (secretary), C. Moore, F. Z ill wood, A. C. Riggs, J. C. Harp, J. 

Stevens, J. Preddy. 

7
th

 May 1919 Miss G M Flannery appointed assistant / Carterton DHS Miss O V Haddrell 

secretary assistant, secondary assistant 

16th  July 1919 Wellington Education Board annual report included the  average attendances 

for' the  year 1918 were: Carterton 37, Eketahuna 31, Greytown 13, Hutt 36, Levin 24, 

Masterton .101 Normal 12, Pahiatua 29, Petone 68; total, 351. 

4
th

 August 1919 The pupils of the Carterton High School, on Friday afternoon, through the 

headmaster (Mr. J. A. Cowles) presented Mr. W. C. Baskiville, assistant master, with a 

substantial cheque as a token of esteem on the occasion of his approaching marriage. Miss J. 

6. Park has been appointed secondary assistant at the Carterton District High School. The 

children attending the Carterton School held a pleasant fancy dress dance on Friday evening. . 

1919/6402 Doris Kate  Reid  Walter Charles Leslie  Baskiville  

6
th

 August 1919 The difficulty of procuring houses in Carterton, and in consequent families 

having to move on, has affected the roll of the Carterton High School. Several dwellings are 

under orders for erection, but the railway restrictions arc considerably hindering their 

progress 

13
th

 August 1919 A meeting of the Carterton School Committee was hold on Monday 

evening, Mr. J. M. Nicholls presiding. The headmaster's report showed a roll of 24 boys and 

10 girls in the secondary department, and 140 boys and 150 girls in the primary department, 

making a total roll of 380, with an average attendance for the month of 299. It was reported 

that on account of parents having removed from the district the primary roll had fallen from 

311 to 290, a loss of 21 pupils, and from 50 to 40 in the secondary department, a loss of ten 

pupils. Miss Park, the newly-appointed mistress, takes up her duties when the school re-opens 

next week. Mr. Harp, as visitor for the month, reported upon improvements desired in the 

school yard, and it was decided to have same carried out. During the  month Messrs. Stewart 



and-Moss, of the Education Board, visited the school, and reported upon necessary 

requirements. It was announced that the system of providing hot drinks for the children was 

working very satisfactorily. The annual children's ball was reported a success, and it was 

decided to convey the Committee's thanks to Mrs. Storey and all ladies who had assisted. Mr. 

C. Moore was appointed visitor for the month. 

20
th

 August 1919 W. P. " Baskiville, the old-time Terrace schoolteacher and football coach, 

was in town last week. I did not have the opportunity of a chat with him, as he had other 

business to attend to. As a matter of fact "Basky" had just been married, and took Wellington, 

in on his honeymoon trip. Hearty congratulations. Baskiville is these days secretary of the 

Wairarapa Rugby Union and assistant master at the Carterton School. 

21
st
 August 1917 Miss E. J . Deller, assistant, Carterton. Resigned 

17
th

 September 1917 The monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held on 

Monday night, Mr. J. M. Nicholls presiding. A credit balance of £27 Is Id was reported, and 

sundry accounts were passed for payment. It was announced that the Board had decided to 

take no further action in regard to the complaint lodged by Mrs. Keene. The Education Board 

advised the alteration of the boundaries which gave Belvedere district a portion previously 

held in the Carterton district. Plans for additions and improvement to the school wore 

received and approved, and it was resolved to ask the Board to proceed with the work as soon 

as possible. The headmaster reported 292 on .the secondary roll and 38 on the  primary roll, a 

total of 330. The average attendance for the month was 274 and 36 respectively—310. Mr. 

Wells was filling the vacancy temporarily caused through the resignation of Mrs. E. J. Deller. 

The inspector visited the school during the month. The school yards had been gravelled. 

Messrs. S. Davies, J. Preddy and 0". Stevens were appointed a committee to inspect and 

report upon the condition of the latrines. Mr. C. Moore was appointed visitor for the month 

7
th

 October 1919 The people of Carterton are taking a lively interest in the High School 

proposal for Masterton, and it is generally conceded that if the Masterton people do' the right 

thing the Wairarapa will develop into one of the chief educational centres of the Dominion 

11
th

 December 1919 The teaching staff of the Carterton District High School have been 

accorded a vote of thanks by the Committee for the satisfactory work done during the year. 

Twenty proficiency and eight competency certificates have been secured by pupils of the 

school. 

12
th

 December 1919 The South Wairarapa Schools held their first annual sports meeting at 

Carterton yesterday, and so successful was it that the gathering is likely to develop into an 

exceedingly popular fixture. The weather might have been more favourable, but the slight 

showers which fell did not interfere with the progress of the programme, which was gone 

through in an expeditious manner considering the large number taking part in the different 

events. Almost every school was represented, and the form displayed by many of the 

performers indicated that they had gone through a course of training. The promoters found 

that improvements could be made in the programme next year, by each school finding out_ 

its best performers and only' entering these to compete at the championship meeting This will 

create a healthy rivalry between the schools and provide better sports for the public. The 

carrying out of yesterday's programme was delegated to Mr. W. Baskiville, of the Carterton 

school, who discharged his duties m a most efficient manner He received valuable assistance 

from the President (Mr. W. Davies, of Greytown) and other visiting teachers as well as 

members of the School Committees  



Carterton provided both boy and girl champion, who won this honour by gaining the greatest 

number of points in the various events. The boy champion was H. McPhee, A Corlett, of  

Parkvale school, being runner-up. J. Humphries was the girl champion, and N. Feast runner 

up 

The prize list was as follows:  

BOYS. High Jump. —H. McPhee 4 ft. 3 in 1.  

High Jump, 12 yrs and under.—P. Zillwood 1.  

100 yds.—H. McPhee 1, A. Corlett 2, G. Booth 3.  

Mile Race.-"A- Corlett 1, H. McPhee 2, G. Holson 3.  

220 yds.—H. McPhee 1, A. Corlett 2, G. Booth 9.  

Long Jump.—H. McPhee 1, 0. Herrick 2, J. Rogers 3.  

120 yds Hurdles. —H McPhee 1, G Booth 2, L. Merson 3.  

Half-mile.—A. Corlett 1, J. Rogers 2, L. Merson 3.  

40 yds.—A. Corlett 1, J. Rogers 2, 3. McPhee 3.  

Hop; Step and Jump.—H. McPhee 31 ft. 4 in 1, Namana 2, Herrick 3.  

Mile Walk.—A. Corlett 1, C. Tinsley 2, Alex. McPhee 8.  

Throwing Cricket Ball.—G. Booth 59 yds 1.  

Three-legged Race.—R. Samuels and J. Brooks 1, V. Saunders and L. Archer 2.  

GIRLS. High Jump.—Joyce Humphries 4 ft. I, L. O'Meara 2, J. McDonald 3.  

60 yds Skip—N. Feast 1, H. Welch ,2, G. Jackson 3.  

50 yds Hoop.—N. Feast 1, J. Humphries 2, M. Smith 8. 

 100 yds Skip.-H. Welch 1, J. McDonald 2, I. Johnson 8.  

Half-mile Walk.—l. Johnson 1, L. Shute 2, G. Graham S.  

Relay Race.—Carterton 1 arid 3, Parkvale 2. 

17
th

 December 1919 The  following pupils of the  Carterton District High School wore 

successful in gaining proficiency certificates:—Jessie Anderson, Grace Cadwallader, 

Marjorie Cowles, Rita Dixon, Ngaire Feast, Joyce Humphries, Rita Jones, Hazel Peterson, 

Pearl Freddy, Hughla Welch, Ina Wise, Stewart Armstrong. Douglas Catt, Herbert Davies, 

William Douglas, Vivian Hodder, Alex. McPhee, Hugh McPhee, Arnold Wallace, Sydney 

White. The  following received endorsed competency certificates: —Hilda Denbee  Ena 

Cray, Bernie Hawker, Lynn McKenzie, Leslie Davis, Leonard Johnson, Chris Ordish, 

Charles Phillips. Out of 345 pupils attending the  Carterton District High School, 121 

obtained attendance certificates, not having been absent more than five  half days during the  

year. 

20
th

 December 1919 Carterton is proud of its school gardens, which speak eloquently for the  

industry and attention of the  pupils and the  devotion of the  staff to this branch of education 

1920-1921 
1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Foss Reginald J Head B £430 $37,019 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Baskiville Walter C L Assistant D £380 $32,714 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Braithwaite Lilian B Assistant E £320 $27,549 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Skelley Harriett M Assistant C £290 $24,966 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Hosking Jean Mrs. Assistant C £270 $23,244 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Armstrong Mary C Assistant C £245 $21,092 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS McLennan Annie M Assistant 
 

£180 $15,496 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Cadwallader Iris A Probationer 2 
 

£120 $10,331 



1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Dudson Dorothy T Probationer 2 
 

£90 $7,748 

1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Colquhoun Mary H Secondary B 
  1921 291-44 Carterton DHS Park Jean G Secondary C 
  17

th
 February 1920 Mr. (Lieut.-Colonel) Cowles, headmaster of the Carterton District High 

School, has been offered an inspectorship by 'the Education Department, which, in all 

probability, he will accept 

11
th

 March 1920 Swimming sports in connection with the District High School are to be held 

this afternoon at the Municipal Baths. 

The suggestion that an infant school be provided a t the northern end of the town has met 

with the approval of a large section of the community, and a move is likely to be made 

shortly to bring about its establishment. Such a school would relieve the pressure for 

accommodation at the District High School and furnish long felt and crying want. In asking 

for the school the authorities are not likely to prejudice their claims for additional rooms at 

the District High School. Both are wanted to meet the requirements of the growing 

population. 

12
th

 March 1920 Mr. A. D. McLeod, M.P., will visit Carterton on Saturday morning in 

connection with a request that a science and cooking room be provided at the District High 

School.' 

12
th

 March 1920 Cawthron Institute Mr. W. C.. Davis, late headmaster of the Carterton 

School. It is understood that other appointment will be made very shortly. Wrong school 

again Actually Greytown School 

20
th

 April 1920 School Committee Carterton: Messrs.. J. M; Nicholls (chairman), P. H. Smith 

(treasurer), R. J. Chapman (secretary), J. Preddy, J. Fleming, C. B. Keen, E. A. King, J. C. 

Harp, and A. Anderson. 

19
th

 May 1920 Miss G M Flannery resigned as assistant 

16
th

 June 1920  Mr. R. J. Chapman has tendered his resignation as secretary of the Carterton 

School Committee after a number of years of useful service. In accepting the resignation with 

regret, several committeemen eulogised the services oi Mr. Chapman, and it was decided to 

place on record appreciation of his work. It was decided to ask the Rev. Peryman to fill the 

vacant position 

The Carterton School Committee has at present a credit balance of £60 This amount will soon 

be absorbed, or a greater portion of it, in carrying out necessary improvements 

16
th

 June 1920 At the meeting of the Carterton School Committee on Tuesday evening a 

member moved that the Education Board be asked to erect a side school at the northern end 

of the town. This found no seconder. It was explained that such a request would jeopardise 

the chances of securing two additional rooms at the  main school, which the  Committee had 

asked for. The opinion was also expressed that the Committee knew of no public clamour for 

a side school, but that support would be extended the running of a motor vehicle to convey 

the northern children to the school. The present day tendency is to take the schools to the 

children, and not the children to the schools. Provided the Committee have a legitimate claim 

upon the Board for two additional class rooms their provision would in no way interfere with 

the Board doing its duty by the little children at the northern end of the town. The advocates 

of the side school intend demonstrating at no distant date that there is a demand for a side 

school. 

17
th

 June 1920 There are at present 309 names for the  roll for the primary classes at the local 

school and 42 on the secondary roll 



19
th

 June 1920 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee it -was decided- to support 

the nomination of Mr. W. T. Grundy for a seat on the Wellington Education Board. The 

resignation of Mr. B. J. Chapman ns secretary, after twenty years' service, was received mid 

accepted with regret. It was decided 'to submit the  name of Rev. S. H. Peryman to the board 

as Mr. Chapman's successor 

24
th

 June 1920 Miss E Minns Resigns as probationer 

28
th

 July 1920 The pupils and parents of the Carterton District High School intend making a 

suitable presentation to Mr. R. J. Chapman, a retiring committeeman and secretary, whose 

services have extended over twenty-one years 

29
th

 July 1920 When various matters came up for consideration at the Borough Council 

meeting, Cr. Fisher insistently broached the question of tarring and sanding the footpath from 

Belvedere Street to the school, and sparred at any hint to absorb the staff's time while this 

work was left undone. When the opportunity arrived he put in a strong punch, and succeeded 

in knocking off all opposition, though his original proposal was modified to a stoppage of the 

work at Clifton Avenue, where the concrete kerbing ceases. 

2
nd

 August 1920 The District High School Committee have for some time urged upon the 

educational authorities the need for improved facilities at the school, but with unsatisfactory 

results. So incensed was the Committee a few weeks back at the treatment received that it 

threatened to resign in a body as a "protest. This morning the Committee is to meet the 

Minister of Education, when their requirements will be detailed. The Progress League is 

backing up the Committee 

3
rd

 August 1920 The Minister of Education, the Hon. C. J. Parr, accompanied by a party 

interested in education, visited the South Waira.Ta.pa schools yesterday. ' At Carterton the 

requirements brought under the Minister's notice were a kitchen, lavatory, and laundry rooms 

at the new school, and two rooms at the old school. A retiring room was also needed for the 

lady teachers and girls of the higher classes. Some of the work had been approved last year. 

A request was also made for an infant school at the northern, end of the town; After 

inspecting both the schools, the Minister promised to give the requests fail consideration, and 

do what was possible 

5
th

 August 1920 The deputation that waited on the Minister of Education on Monday did not 

sufficiently stress the need of a new infant school to replace the obsolete and insanitary 

building in which the small children are now housed. The suggestion that the building be re-

modelled proved the weakness of the cause and failed to appeal to the "heads." A bold, 

comprehensive scheme in keeping with the  town's importance should have been advocate 

and not a palliative containing little merit. A new. infant school must come, and to postpone 

striving for it is to place a handicap on our young children. They should be the first 

consideration. 

The pupils of the Carterton school will be given a holiday this afternoon in honour of the visit 

of the Minister of Education. Carterton 

17
th

 August 1920 A team of school girl basketball players journeyed to the Lower Hutt on 

Saturday, where they suffered defeat by a small margin (9 aside netball) 

28
th

 August 1920 The parents at the northern end of Carterton do not intend to let the 

question of a. side school go by default. Every day produces a solid argument, in one shape or 

another in favour of the proposal. There is no argument against it. The School . Committee 

admits this. The  press proclaim it. The public know it. It is known that the education 

authorities will not countenance new schools unless the people are prepared to help in some 



way. The Minister has plainly indicated this fact by words and! deeds. It consequently 

devolves upon those interested to exhibit the  goods. It has been suggested that sufficient 

money be raised with which to purchase a site—or promises obtained for the amount 

required. With this trump card Ministerial sympathy would probably be enlisted. One 

business man has intimated that ho will start the list with £10. It might be that some 

generously disposed landowner will offer a site at a nominal figure. All that is needed is for 

someone to get busy. The Progress League might be induced to take the matter up 

30
th

 August 1920 During the progress of the school function on Thursday evening occasion 

was taken to make a presentation ,to Mr. H. J. Chapman, who recently resigned the position 

of secretary after serving over twenty years on the Committee. Mr. J. M. Nicholls, chairman 

of the Committee, eulogised the services rendered by Mr. Chapman, and, on behalf of 

parents, presented him with a case of Loewe pipes, Sic also handed Mr. Chapman a .silver 

cake dish for his wife. Those present rose and sang "For He's a .Jolly Good Fellow." Mr. 

Chapman, in returning thanks, traced the progress of educational matters in Carterton during 

the past twenty years. He related how the new school at South Carterton was obtained. The 

late ill'. Seddon visited the town, and was shown over the site. Before leaving he conveyed 

the information to Mr. Chapman that so soon as the district changed its member so soon 

would the school materialise. At the next election Mr. Hornsby supplanted Sir Walter 

Buchanan. They then received their new school. 

28
th

 September 1920 BASKET BALL. 

THE GIRLS' FOOTBALL. On Saturday last a representative match was played on the 

grounds of the Carterton District High School between Hutt Valley (Petone and Hutt) and 

Wairarapa (Carterton, Masterton and Grey town). Some forty-five girls came by train from 

the Hutt, and were motored  to the District High School, where, in the cooking room, which 

was gay with spring flowers, was served a hot dinner (real country fare), prepared by pupils 

and teachers. The headmaster, Mr. Cowles, in welcoming the visitors, expressed the hope that 

the game would come into its own, and that the  match would be the first of many rep. 

matches. Following are the  results of the match and several other games:— 

 Rep. match, Hutt Valley 16, Wairarapa. 6. Hutt A 6, C.D.H.S. nil. Hutt B 2, C.D.H.S. B 12. 

After a most enjoyable day the  visitors left for home by the 3.30 p.m. train. 

The court was divided into thirds. Three players from each team stayed in their third. The 

game basketball that we know today as called Indoor Basketball 

13
th

 October 1920 The  Minister of Education has written the Carterton School Committee, 

intimating that he has received a schedule of requirements for the school, and pointing out 

that he has requested the Education Board to make formal application to the Department for 

these. The . communication was simply '' received.'' The member for the district (Mr. A. D. 

McLeod) also wrote on the same subject. He was afraid the Minister was handicapped by a 

want of cash. He specially stressed to the  Minister the need for a rest room and 

conveniences. The meeting" decided to write thanking Mr. McLeod for displaying an interest 

in the Committee's affairs. It was mentioned at a meeting of the  Carterton School Committee 

that something was amiss with the sump, but it could only be detected on a wet day. "Wait till 

show day then/' cruelly interjected a member. The Carterton School Committee is perturbed 

over the  fact that sickness among pupils has caused the  average attendance to shrink to such 

a degree as to create a possibility of the school losing a teacher. The position, however, is not 

hopeless. The relieving "headmaster told the Committee that the attendance barometer was 

rising, but he would like parents impressed with the fact that any receding tendency must be 

obviated. This rested entirely with the parents. If they sent their children to school regularly 

during the next three months all would be well. A few bouquets were  thrown at the staff of 



the Carterton District High School by the relieving headmaster at the School Committee 

meeting on Monday evening. After the chairman had severely trounced the  Education 

Department for robbing the school of its head just as the annual examination was 

approaching, the relieving master said the staff could be depended upon to do their best for 

the pupils. He had had a wide experience at Home and abroad, and he could assert, without 

any bragging, that the staff at the Carterton school stood well above the average. The  

Committee knew this, but it was pleasing to have it reiterated by a stranger. 

The Carterton School Committee recently purchased two cords of firewood, which cost, 

inclusive of carting and cutting, £2 4s per cord 

The Carterton School Committee is trying to establish a set of competitions among the State 

school children in the Wairarapa electorate. At the monthly meeting on Monday evening, the 

sub-committee was asked to submit a Syllabus to the next meeting, and to suggest a date 

early in next year, when the competitions should be held. This is a new venture, and one that 

should receive the approval of every section of the community 

14
th

 October 1920 The finding of empty bottles under the trees on the infant school grounds 

at Carterton has prompted the headmaster to suggest to the School Committee that this 

lounging spot for thirsty souls be cut out by a lock and key. The Committee has agreed to this 

suggestion. It also decided to place doors on the latrines at the District High (School, which, 

it was reported, were being used by the general public after school hours. A 

The secretary of the Education Board has notified the chairman of the Carterton School 

Committee that the Board proposes to replace the broken down fence at the infant school 

with a "Cyclone" -wire fence. During the past month forty-five new pupils have been 

admitted to the Carterton (School, and twenty-six have left. The  roll number in the primary 

department is 321, and the average attendance 259. 

The  relieving headmaster has informed the Carterton School Committee that ho is making aa 

many entries as possible for the show, He also has designs upon a £10 cash prize in 

connection with school competitions 

9
th

 November 1920 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee last night a. letter was 

received from the Wellington Education Board in reference to the. recent request for. 

additions to the school buildings. The communication stated that, in view of the average 

attendance and the staffing, and in view also of the possibility that the Masterton High School 

might .withdraw such a. number of secondary pupils that the Carterton school might be 

disestablished, it would appear that the erection of new rooms cannot be regarded as a work 

of first urgency. Until school matters in Carterton, therefore, are more settled, it would appear 

that minor improvements to the rooms in the old school would render teaching conditions 

reasonably satisfactory. The Department is prepared to consider favourably a grant for the 

purpose. The committee, after discussing the letter, passed the following motion:—"That this 

committee views with concern the  attitude adopted by the Department in regard to lite 

requirements of the secondary school' in Carterton. In view of the fact that the board is 

cognisant of the urgency of certain improvements, which have already been approved, the 

committee desires to know in what manner the  board, as trustees for the district, views the  

recommendations of the Department. The evidence of the school's status was deemed 

sufficient to warrant the  request that has been made, and the  Committee looks to the board 

for such, support as will ensure the  fulfilment of promises already made.'' A copy of "the  

resolution will be forwarded to the board.. 



10
th

 November  1920 A member of the Carterton School Committee complained to the 

meeting on Monday evening that the tennis courts were monoplised by the pupils of t ne 

upper standards to the annoyance of other girls. The acting headmaster was asked to see that 

separate playing days were allotted to the different standards 

13
th

 November 1920 The communication recently received from the Education Department 

by the Carterton School Commit to has had! the effect of stimulating interest in school 

affairs. The Department's refusal to provide additional rooms at the District High School to 

meet growing requirements does not imply a threat to disestablish the school. When the 

necessary number of pupils are available no Ministerial mandate can revoke the law. The 

Masterton District High School was disestablished, but only by the consent of parents who 

had pupils attending, the incentive held out being improved educational facilities per medium 

of a High School. Whether the new institution will be so attractive as to deplete the Carterton 

school of its pupils is a matter for conjecture, though the Minister seems to think it will. If the 

Department refuses to sanction additional rooms at the District High School the difficulty 

could be overcome by insisting on the provision of a side school at the northern end of the 

town. Three rooms near the centre of population would relieve the pressure at the existing 

school. If this aspect was placed before the  Minister there would be a reasonable chance of 

success. The futility of hammering away at a scheme that does not appeal to the authorities 

must have impressed itself upon the School Committee. Let them get to work on a proposal 

that has been advocated by school inspectors, recognised! as essential by members of the 

Education Board, and one that contains sufficient merit to shatter Ministerial prejudices 

Certain members of the Carterton School Committee have boon taken to task by ,the mistress 

in charge of school games for having asserted that certain girls monopolised the tennis courts 

and thus prevented others from sharing in the game. In a letter to the press, in which the 

mistress desires to dispel the impression that the girls of the Carterton school are unusually 

selfish, or that the members of the staff of the school require recommendations from a 

committee to show them how to supervise the ordinary work of the  school, she forwards the 

copy of a letter for publication that she sent to the School Committee. One paragraph in the 

letter runs: "I understand it was Mr. Keen's (a member of the Committee'* own daughter who 

made the complaint to Mr. Keen. As this girl had not at the time of the meeting paid a 

subscription she was not even a member of the club, and could have no cause for complaint 

on her behalf. As to the complaint itself, I have no hesitation in stating that there is absolutely 

no truth in the statement that some girls monopolise the court." The letters are signed "Olive 

V. Haddrell, M.A." 

30
th

 November 1920 Mr. A. B. Charters, a very wall-known inspector in the Wellington 

Education district, is 1 resigning his position with the Education Department, to go on the 

land in the North of Auckland. Last week he was entertained at afternoon tea by the staff of 

the Clyde-quay School, where he was once a teacher, and farewelled. Mr. Charters will be 

succeeded by Mr. J. A. Cowles, headmaster Carterton District High School. 

7
th

 December 1920 The attendance at the Carterton school is still seriously affected as a result 

of measles. 

8
th

 December 1920 Considering the number of children that are down with the. measles the 

Carterton School Committee would be assisting to stem the epidemic if it closed down the 

school. 

15
th

 December 1920 The girls of the secondary classes of the Carterton District High School 

were yesterday taken for an outing to the gorge to the west of Carterton in charge of Miss 



Haddrell, M.A. The following was contained in the headmaster's (Mr. A. J. Cowles) report to 

the Carterton School Committee : "As this is the last report that I shall have the privilege of 

making to your Committee as headmaster, I desire to place on record my best thanks for and 

my high appreciation of the work of the School Committee during my six years and seven 

months' term of office. The Committee has co-operated with me in everything that was to 

benefit the school with the happiest results. I desire also, through the Committee, to thank the 

townspeople and the parents for their support, especially in the matter of punctuality and 

regular attendance of their children. 'Further, I wish to state that the staff, past and present, 

have supported me loyally in the work of the school, and to them is due great praise for the 

state of the school today. It is with* great regret that I leave a place where I have been so 

happy in my work, but one must march with the times." The  Chairman expressed regret at 

the projected departure of Mr. Cowles, but complimented him on his promotion to a position 

that gave scope for his abilities. He moved that the Committee place on record its 

appreciation of Mr. Cowles' services to the school. After other members of the Committee 

had spoken the motion was put and carried 

At Monday evening's meeting of the Carterton School Committee a cheque was received 

from the teaching staff totalling £21 9s 6d, the proceeds of the annual fancy dress ball, and 

suggesting that it be utilised towards improvements to the school grounds. A sum of £6 10s 

6d library subscriptions and £2 10s prize money won at the Carterton show was also handed 

in. It was decided to apply to the  Education Board for a subsidy on the amount and to lay 

down an additional tennis court. 

16
th

 December 1920 CERTIFICATES WON. (From .Our Travelling Reporter.) The 

following pupils secured proficiency certificates: —Ivy Watts, Mavis Stevens, Beatrice 

Renall, Lynn McKenzie, Jean Moncrieff, Lorna Herdman, Catherine Hawtin, Bernie Hawker, 

Madge Eaton, Janet Davis, Hazel Coulter, Henry Taylor, Eraser Smith, Terence Renall, 

Christopher Ordish. Leslie Merson, Leonard Johnson, Warwick Hall, Trevor Feast, Gordon 

Bairstow, Ivan Aplin.  

Competency Certificates —Dora Moncrieff, Elsie Pinfold, Maud Renall, Kia Ora Tyler, 

Mavis Grant, Nancy Bridge, Charles Stevens, Norman ) Every, William Churchill. 

Attendance Certificates. —W. Douglas, T. Renall, R. Hodder, J. Skelley, N. Bridge, S. 

Davies, D. Irwin, W. Ballinger, H. Davis, I. Aplin, B. Hawker, B. Renall, W. Lindop, C. 

Stevens, L. Hosking, A. Simpson, O. Stevens, G. Bairstow, I. Johnson, M. Renall, L. 

Johnson, J. Judd, E Churchill, L. Hodder, L. Davies, R. Douglas, D. Knutson, M. McParland, 

M. Hodder, W. Smith, G. Stevens, G. Wallis, H. Doorov, G. Merewood, I. Holtz, F. Judd, R. 

Radford, G. Peters, R. Wilson, A. Johnson. 

16
th

 December 1920 Pupils of the Carterton District High School won over £11 in prize 

money at the Wairarapa show. A pleasant little function took place at the Carterton District 

High School yesterday afternoon, when Mr. Cowles, headmaster, who has resigned to take 

the position of inspector, was the recipient of a, cheque from the pupils, staff, and members 

of the School Committee. The pupils were arranged in crescent form on the school lawn, and 

the presentation was made by the chairman (Mr. J. M. Nicholls) in the presence of a number 

of parents. Mr. Nicholls referred to the fact that, during his term as chairman four 

headmasters had come and gone, though he did not wish to flatter Mr. Cowles by saying that 

everyone was better than the last. The Carterton School had the proud record of having two 

of its headmasters selected as inspectors. They were sorry to lose Mr. Cowles, whose work 

demonstrated itself in the examination passes and the glowing inspectors' reports. He told the 



children that before very long he might have to ask them to advise their parents to insist on 

necessary improvements being carried out at the school. It behoved parents to stand by the 

Committee in order to avert the threat to disestablish the District. High School. The Carterton 

School, he was satisfied,., possessed one of the best teaching staffs in New Zealand. Ho 

wished Mr. and Mrs.. Cowles long life and happiness in their new sphere of operations. The 

Rev. Mr. Perryman and Mr. Anderson, members of the Committee, referred to the sterling 

qualities of Mr. Cowles, both as a teacher and a citizen. Mr. A. Baskiville, first assistant, 

voiced the regret of the staff at losing a headmaster who was a companion as well as an 

adviser. The pupils then gave three hearty cheers for Mr. and Mrs.. Cowles. Mr. Cowles 

stated that it was a wrench to sever his connection with the school, which had so many happy 

ties. The Committee had always backed him up and the parents always sent their children to 

school regularly and in a clean and well-fed condition. The staff had loyally stood to him, and 

he wished publicly to for the time devoted before and after school hours in furthering 

educational and physical subjects. He thanked the donors for their gift, though he did not 

require anything to remind 'him of the  pleasant and profitable years spent in Carterton. He 

was not leaving the Wairarapa, as he had chosen to take up his residence in Masterton. He 

concluded by thanking the children for their cheers. The adults were afterwards entertained at 

afternoon tea by the school staff. 

17
th

 December 1920 THE PROMOTIONS. (From Our Travelling Reporter.) I The following 

are life results of the annual examinations:— |  

Passed into Standard I: N. Chapman, R. Hawker, .!'. .Stringer, G. Challis, G. Moore, D. 

Goodin, ,J. Hall. E. Hollis, N. Roband, P. Wallis, O. Goodin, .J Walker, J. Taucher. P. Butler, 

G. Knutson, .J. Merewood, E. Moore, N . Thompson, I. Wallis, B. Roydhouse, A. Beatty, M. 

Miller.  

Passed into Standard IT: A. Aplin, A. Chapman, E. Coulter, C. Douglas B. Feast, B. Gayfer, 

A. Hull, R, Merewood, P. Millichamp, M. O'Loughlin, N. Partem, ,1. Pickering, R. Salisbury, 

K. Wallis, H. Wallis, ,J. Woodbury. G. Beatty, E. Compton, L. Anderson, D. Parsons, R. 

Pitcher, P. Croad, O. Dick, U. Goodin, G. Hart, R. Hore, A. .James. W. Ngatuere, N. 'Perry, 

C. Roband, E. Stone, P. Vile, D. Wakelin, H. Watts, A. Healey, M. Blair, E. Stewart, D. 

Blake.  

Passed into Standard III: W. Ballinger, J. Blatchford, P. Blatchford, E. Churchill, M. Cowles, 

.7. Haxton, J. , Holmes, L. Hosking, C. Johnson, J. Judd, E. Kingi, W. Namana, T. Parton, G. 

Roydhouse, S. Stark, L. Shaw, R. Beatty E. Smith, F. Ashton. D. Bannin, R. Blake, L. 

Davies, Z. Foster, B. Gregor, E. Gregor, L. Hodder, G. Keene, G. King, A. Nelson, E. 0' 

Loughlin, A. Simpson, I. Smart, L. Smith, R. Smith, M. Smith, J. Smith, N. Young, J. 

Coulter, Jean Smith.  

Passed into Standard IV: C. Butler, C. Chapman, G. Daysh, F. Dixon, H. Dooney, R. 

Douglas, L. Hanson, S. Harvey, K. Kingi, C. Merewood, R. Moore, 0. Saunders, W. Wong, 

R. Wong, R. Blake, J. Healy, A. Ramsay, W. Taylor, J. Arens, N. Anderson, Z. Blatchford, L. 

Croxon, H. Dick, M. Dick, E. Harp, E. Ellis, I. Hotz, F. Judd, D. Knutson, H. McKenzie, M. 

McPartland, B. Millichamp. R. Salisbury, I. Smith, G. Stevens, M. Ticehurst, E. Wakelin, E. 

Wong. 

Passed into Standard V: S. Churchill S. Hart, W. Hart, M. Hodder, E Hodder, J Holms., F 

Jackson. J. Minton, W. Sage, B. Salisbury, R. Wilson, R. Woodley, N. Fleming D. Smith, N 

Blake, L Coulter. M. Dixon, E Every D Feast. W Foster, D. Hansen, M. Harvey, F , McLean, 

L. Merson G Ogier, G. Peters, R. Radford, .M. Stuart, E Sandiford, W. Smith, M. Smith, R. 

Sorenson P. Ticehurst, G. Wallis, M. Wallis, .1. Whyte, W. Pinfold. R. Healy.  



Passed into Standard VI: M. Catt, R. Clapp, P. Coulter. R. Croxon. R. Davis, P. Hodder, T. 

Jones, H Keen. G. Knutson, W, Lindop, E. Stone, G. Blake, P. Zillwood. 0. Anderson, S. 

Davis, I. Johnson. D. Playle. ,1. Skelley, G. Churchill,  S. Keen. U. Scadden. 

18
th

 December 1920 Mr. R. J Foss, of the  Eketahuna School, has been appointed from seven 

applicants to succeed Mr. Cowles as headmaster of the Carterton District High School. Mr. 

Foss was in charge of the Carterton school when Lieut; Colonel Cowles was on active service 

24
th

 January 1921 Yesterday Messrs.. T. Moss, and W. T. Grundy and Senior Inspector 

Bakewell, of the Education Board, visited Carterton, and were met by the school committee 

for the purpose of discussing matters in connection with the extra accommodation asked for 

and also the suggested disestablishment of the District High School. It was pointed out to the 

committee that the  Department considered that with a high school at Masterton there would 

be such a withdrawal from the District High School at Carterton that the two additional 

rooms now asked for would not be required, and owing to the urgency of building demands 

'in other, places, every point for conserving- the board's funds had to be considered. It was 

mentioned by the committee that there were indications of an increased roll number with the 

opening of the new year, and. the suggestion made by the Department would not overcome 

the overcrowding. The- committee had a grievance in the fact that work promised had not 

been carried out. There was also a rumour that the old school building was to be removed to 

the new school grounds and the site sold. If this was the true intention, then it was unwise to 

spend money on the  building. Its removal to the new school site would add greatly to the 

efficiency of management. The  deputation considered that there was evidence of 

overcrowding. _ and that more accommodation was required, and suggested that the details 

mentioned that day as to roll members, etc., ho prepared and forwarded to the board. Messrs.. 

F. H. Wise and R. 6. Vile" presented a requisition to the deputation signed by 89 

householders asking that an infant school be established at Carterton North. They submitted 

figures as to the number of children of school age and of tender years in the locality, and 

.contended that there were sufficient to warrant an infant school of three rooms. The distance 

at present ranged to 1£ miles, and resulted' in a number of children being kept away from 

school longer than was necessary. The deputation were advised to place the. matter before the 

school committee, who could forward the request on to the "board. 

27
th

 January 1921 Mr. Cowles resigned from the Wellington Education Board as the 

Inspectorate were members of the Education Department 

15
th

 February 1921 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee last night it was .decided 

to hold a special meeting to consider the matter of expressing an opinion in regard to the 

establishment of an infant school at the northern end of the town. A deputation interviewed 

the committee, and. the Education Board acknowledged receipt of a petition in connection 

with the proposal signed by 87 householders. Further particulars were, however, required, 

and the  deputation undertook to obtain these, after which a special meeting- will be held. 

The roll number at the, opening of the Carterton District High School for this year was 349, 

being a small increase over last year. 

20
th

 April 1921 In regard to accommodation at Carterton and the proposed opening of a side 

school the board decided to take no action at present. It was admitted that the present school 

was not on the best site for the district 

6
th

 May 1921 Miss Haddrell, M.A., of Carterton District High School, has accepted a position 

on the staff of' the Wellington Girls' College 

10
th

 May 1921 A Schools Basket-ball Association has been formed in the  Wairarapa, with 

Mrs.. W. H. Jackson as patroness and Miss Park, of Carterton D.H.S., as the president. The 

first match was. held in Masterton on Saturday, and' was won by Carterton. 

9
th

 August 1921 A meeting of the" Carterton School Committee was held last evening, Mr., J. 

M. Nicholls presiding. It was decided that the attention of the Education Board be directed to 



certain necessary repairs, and to ask that the work be authorised. It was reported that a 

meeting of delegates from the district schools had been held to discuss the central library 

scheme, and it had been decided to circularise all the schools interested, setting out the 

proposals. A vote of thanks was accorded Mr. W. Howard 'Booth for arranging for the 

children to inspect the war trophies at Masterton, and to express regret that the unsatisfactory 

train arrangements prevented the children from taking part. Applications are to be invited for 

the position of school cleaner. The recent children's dance showed a profit of £19. The 

board's attention is to be called to the fact that the school is overcrowded through the lack of 

the overdue accommodation. 

15
th

 November 1921 At a. special meeting of the Carterton School Committee, held last 

evening, concerning a letter referred back from the board in respect to, a charge against a 

teacher concerning her loyalty, the committee 'decided to sustain" it« previous resolution, and 

failing satisfaction from the board, to take the matter to the Education Department. . The 

Carterton School Committee decided last night-to fall in with the Education Department's 

scheme of supplying school stationery to the pupils. The board anticipates a saving of from 

20 to 30 per cent, to the parents 

1
st
 December 1921 CARTERTON, This Day. A preliminary inquiry into allegations brought 

by the Carterton School Committee against the loyalty of a teacher at the Carterton school, 

Miss J. G. Park, was opened this morning. Members of the Education Board decided in spite 

of representations by the Carterton School Committee, to hold the inquiry in committee and 

exclude the press.' Miss Park is represented by Mr. Taylor, solicitor, of Wellington, and the 

Carterton School Committee by Mr. H. E. Hart, of Masterton. 

2
nd

 December 1921 CARTERTON, This Day. The inquiry into the alleged disloyalty charges 

preferred against Miss Park, a member of the  staff of the .Carterton school, by the school 

committee, was held at Carterton yesterday. The inquiry .was conducted by Mr. T. Forsyth 

(chairman of the board), and Messrs.. W. T. Grundy, T. Moss, and J. Lundon, members of the  

Wellington Education Board. Messrs.. J. Caughley, M.A., and F. H. Bakewell, M.A. are 

representing the Education Department. In opening | the inquiry the chairman said that as 

regards the nature of the investigation they were following precedent. In the  past they had 

not held such proceedings open to the press unless all the parties were unanimous. In this 

case Miss Park's counsel wished that the proceedings should not be open, and therefore they 

would be private. The proceedings lasted the whole day, and will be resumed this morning. 

6
th

 December 1921 The monthly meeting of the Carterton School Committee was held last 

evening, Mr. J. M. Nicholls, chairman, presiding. The inspector's -report showed  that the 

work of the school was good, and that the staff and pupils worked with enthusiasm. The 

Education Board wrote in reference to the repeated -application for improved 

accommodation, and the particulars asked for, are to be supplied by the secretary and 

headmaster.  An estimate for renewing an old fence is to be obtained and forwarded to the I 

board. The results of the school examinations were considered very satisfactory, and it was 

decided to place cm record the committee's appreciation of the results, which were very 

commendable, to the staff and pupils. The school Committees' Association wrote in reference 

to the reduced subsidy, and pointing out that the explanation of the board was considered 

reasonable by the Wellington committee. Account's amounting to £10 10s 4d were passed for 

payment, and Messrs.. J. Stevens and P. H. Smith were appointed visitors for' the month. 

14
th

 December 1921 TEACHER'S LOYALTY 

CARTERTON CHARGES NOT PROVED 

THE CASE OF MISS PARK 

EDUCATION BOARD'S INQUIRY. 

"There has lately been much perturbation and controversy in Carterton as the result of 

allegations" that Miss Jean Gladys Park, a member of the staff of the Carterton District High 



School, is disloyal and otherwise unfit to be a teacher. At the last meeting of the , Wellington 

Education Board, the board appointed a special committee to investigate the charges on the 

spot. The members of the committee were Messrs.. T. Forsyth, W. T. Grundy, G. T. London, 

and T. Moss,, and its report was presented to the board to-day. 

The report stated that the inquiry was held on 1st and 2nd December. The Director of 

Education was present. Mr. H. E. Hart represented the school committee, and Mr. C. H. 

Taylor. Miss Park. Miss Park having expressed a wish th.it the inquiry be taken in committee, 

the committee decided accordingly. The unanimous findings of the : special committee, 

reached after exhaustive inquiry, are as follow:  

While the school committee, through j its counsel, definitely disavows any charge of 

disloyalty against Miss Park, this question has so frequently been  referred to in the press and 

circulated  throughout the district that full evidence  was taken on it, and it was established , 

beyond all doubt that no charge of disloyalty could stand against Miss Park. 

 "In regard to the specific charges of (a) gross insubordination, (b) grave impropriety, (c) 

serious misconduct as a teacher arising out of the fact that she ' wrote a letter and caused it to 

be published in a public journal called National . Education, the board's committee of inquiry 

finds that upon the evidence adduced none of these three charges has been sustained. 

"The school committee's view of Miss Park's letter being that in effect she protested against 

the Court's conviction and the board's dismissal of Miss Weitzel,' the committee of inquiry 

wishes to point out that in giving her evidence Miss Park admitted that she had written the 

letter without a full knowledge of the, facts. In these circumstances she expressed regret and 

desired to withdraw her references to the Department and the board. 

"The school committee charged Miss Park with having, in the same letter, made a serious 

definite political attack on the conduct of the head of her Department namely, the Minister of 

Education, and the committee of inquiry finds that in her published reference to the action of 

the Minister she committed a grave indiscretion.  

In conclusion, the committee of inquiry is of opinion that no further action should be taken, in 

view of the fact that Miss Park, cannot be held answerable for irresponsible statements_-and 

that no I charge of sedition, or any crime against |the Sovereign or against morals can be | 

formulated out of her letter." The chairman ;(Mr. Forsyth), in "moving the adoption, of the 

report, said that committee had very carefully investigated the charges. It sat for eighteen 

hours, and heard a mass of evidence, admitting, for the sake of complete satisfaction, many 

statements that were not really relevant. In reply to Mr. W. H. Field's question why the 

inquiry was not public, he said it was the practice to hold such inquiries in private. Full notes 

of the evidence were taken but, in view of the fact that the committee reached its decision in a 

few minutes, and. was unanimous, he could not admit that they should be put before the 

board, as Mr. Field has suggested.  

SAID AS A JOKE. ,  

Mr. R. A. Wright said he agreed with ', Mr. Field. The committee's finding would not meet 

with general approval in  the district, where 'were was a strong, feeling of dissatisfaction that 

would not die down if Miss Park stayed. Some of the evidence had leaked out—for instance,' 

that.' Miss Park had said the Maoriland Worker should be read by  children. Was that correct? 

Mr. Forsyth :"I believe it was said, has a joke." Mr. Wright: "As a joke? Well that sort of 

thing, coupled with other things,  leads to suspicion. It is all very well to say it was a joke; but 

it is the sort of  joke children could not understand."  

Mr. Forsyth said Miss Park had not seen the-paper for two years.  

Mr. Wright said that the teacher who held such views, as she had expressed . should not 

remain in the service of the boards He was afraid the matter would not end where it was.  

Mr. Forsyth, in reply to further questions, said that counsel for the Education Board had 

examined Mass Park more fully than anyone else.  



SUPPORTING THE CASE. Mr. C. I. Harkness seconded the motion for adoption of the 

report, on the ground that the board could not do otherwise than approve the finding, of the 

committee it- had appointed. This view was endorsed by Mr.-R. McCallum, who described 

the report as the finding of  a jury. They must remember that teachers were not slaves. He 

suggested that perhaps Miss Park should be disciplined "for her soul's good" by a resolution, 

of censure.  

Mr.- Field said he would like to see the evidence, and moved that the further consideration of 

the report should be deferred till next/ meeting, so that the members should be supplied with 

copies of the evidence in the meantime.  

Mr. Forsyth said he would strongly oppose this. The evidence was such that no legally 

trained mind was needed to come to a prompt decision. It was not to be expected that the 

finding' would please everybody. 'They knew that certain people were after Miss Park's scalp  

but there was a tittle of evidence of disloyalty. In fact the school committee had withdrawn, 

the I charge of disloyalty, and it had nothing ; but praise for her teaching. ' ; 

 ESSAYS ON LOYALTY. Among the documents they handled, said Mr. Forsyth, were 27 

out of 29 essays written by the pupils for the A. and P. Society's competition on "Patriotism," 

and "Home and the Nation." It was inferred that in these would be reflected the influence of 

her teaching, but they were all absolutely sound, and embodied in some cases words taken 

from the standard school primers.  

[At a later -stage in the .meeting, Mr. Field quoted from one of these essays a statement 

which he criticised as showing an unproper influence. It was to the effect that anybody could 

wave the flag or give money to a patriotic cause, but that half the flag-wavers and givers were 

not true patriots, and many who ' gave a little were profiteers. (Several members, with 

enthusiasm, interjected: "Hear, Hear.") Mr. Field said there .might be truth in it, but not "half" 

of them. (A member: "Make it. three- quarters.)]  

Mr. Forsyth. went on to say that no .parents had desired to withdraw their children, but many 

had expressed, in letters, warm appreciation of Miss Park. There was in reality no "terrible 

feeling of unrest" in Carterton. Miss Park had, it was alleged, herself paid for literature for the 

children, and one children's journal had been specially mentioned. That journal, members 

would be interested to hear, was also provided by the secretary of the board for his Sunday 

School scholars. 

 Mr. E. H. Penny, in supporting the motion, said there was too much creation of a false sense 

of loyalty.  

A PERSONAL TRIBUTE.  

Mr. E. P. Rishworth paid a .high tribute to Miss Park, whom he knew. She was an intelligent, 

loyal, and high' spirited woman, and had probably given intelligent expression to opinions 

that were unpalatable to some people. People who were in a more independent position were 

able to say such things without being similarly criticised. In his opinion she had made an 

indictment that was very hard to answer. The only point was that she was a servant of the 

Department, and she was not supposed to criticise her employers. Some people were not as 

honest. He thought that it was quite sufficient that Miss Park had signed an undertaking not to 

" lay out" again. In all probability she would later be removed to a position where her 

integrity, intelligence, and fine teaching ability would be better appreciated.  

Mr. Wright said it was a pity teachers had not more liberty of criticism. But the Department 

was in the same position as the board would have been if it had been criticised in the same 

way. Mr. Forsyth said the board would not have raised any protest.  

CARTERTON NOT IN A FERMENT. Mr. G. T. London said that anyone who had been 

with the committee would have realised that the unfortunate "feeling" in the district did not 

represent the opinion of Miss Park. There was not produced one parent of any of her pupils to 

speak of any dissatisfaction with Miss Park. On the contrary there were many who expressed 



appreciation. The way she conducted herself was such that he regretted there were not more 

such teachers. They must not run away with the. idea that the town of Carterton was in a state 

of ferment over this matter. It would be a fateful day when children were brought under the 

influence of teachers manufactured like clothes pegs.  

Mr. Grund emphasised that Miss Park's letter, of which so much had been made, had not been 

written for the general public, but  for the teachers, and published in the teachers' journal, 

National Education. He, as an old teacher, had sought and failed to find any evidence that 

,she had taught her pupils in an improper way. She had not in any way attempted to plant the 

seeds of disloyalty ; on the contrary she had endeavoured to teach true loyalty. He would be 

delighted if his own grandchildren could come under Miss Park's influence. 

Mr. Field's amendment was supported only by Messrs.. Field, Moss, and Wright, and the 

motion to adopt the report was carried. 

Mr. McCallum  said he was quite satisfied after hearing and reading what had been put before 

the board, that nothing further need be done. 

 

23
rd

 December 1921 MISS PARK'S CASE 

MINISTER NOT SATISFIED 

PUBLIC INQUIRY ORDERED, 

A further inquiry, which is to be held .in public, has been ordered by the Minister of 

Education (the Hon. C. J. Parr) into the allegations made against Miss Park. In a statement 

yesterday, the Minister said that since he had been interviewed by the Carterton School 

Committee he had gone further into the matter. 

"I find the case to be so extraordinary that I cannot well let things remain as they are. The 

Education Board has shown a strange unwillingness to investigate this business publicly. It 

took .them two months after the school committee's complaint to hold an inquiry, and then 

the inquiry was held behind closed doors, and the shorthand notes of what the witnesses said 

are deliberately suppressed. It is quite clear that the  hoard wrongly interpreted the 

regulations, about making charges, thus causing unnecessary delay. Repeated^ efforts by my 

Department to see this evidence have met with a persistent refusal. By my instructions Mr. 

Caughley was present at the inquiry, though he was almost unwelcome guest/, and was on 

more than one occasion, according to the school committee, discourteously treated by the 

chairman, who for some reason evidently desired privacy. Notes taken at the time show that 

the chairman conducted himself most unjudicially , inasmuch as he continually interrupted 

and worried witnesses who did not give evidence to his lining, and showed personal hostility 

to myself and the Department. Indeed, Mr. Caughley's statement shows that the board 

chairman really put the school committed and the Department on its trial, and not the teacher. 

So unfair was he to the school committee that even Mr. Moss, ? board member and one of his 

colleagues, rose and protested openly against his attitude. "I have read Mr. Caughley's 

statement of what the inspectors and head teachers said about Miss Park's conduct, and I find 

myself at a loss to understand how in face .of this evidence the committee came to" its 

conclusion that nothing was proved against the teacher and "that not a word of reproof was 

necessary. Perhaps the most extraordinary feature is that though the - board officially 

informed me that-Miss Park was innocent and should not be removed from her present post, I 

am now. informed that the inquiry committee before it- found this verdict exacted from-this 

lady a private guarantee that she would desist, from the conduct to which the  committee look 

objection. In other words, the official report publicly exculpates the lady, while privately the 

board clearly believes there is something seriously wrong,' and requires her written promise 

to be given for future good behaviour. Though the committee's request for the removal of the 

teacher was publicly refused, I now learn that a transfer to another school is' being arranged 

by the board. "I think I have a duty laid upon me to have an open inquiry. All the evidence 



should be made public Only this course can give satisfaction and allay the suspicions caused 

by the extraordinary  actions of the board. The board has" only itself to thank for being 

placed in this unenviable position. An open, above-board inquiry would have satisfied 

everyone. I consider that Miss Park's publications in the press speak for themselves, and 

when they were brought to the notice of the board it should have taken immediate action. 

Before the inquiry I told the chairman so  but he differed from me and said he would conduct 

the matter in his own way. In fairness to the parents and School Committee of Carterton, and 

in the interests of maintaining some sort of discipline in the teaching profession, I have 

decided that there shall be a public inquiry at Carterton next month. "I could, of course, 

conduct this inquiry myself' or ask the director to do so. I prefer, however, to stand out. of the 

investigation, and to let, some competent commission quite independent of the Department 

hold an inquiry, ascertain the actual facts and report them to me. I will then consider what 

course to take. I have asked Mr. A. D. Thomson, ex-Stipendiary Magistrate and Assistant 

Public Service Commissioner, to hold the inquiry. - With Mr. Thomson I shall probably ask 

Mr. Caughley to .associate some headmaster of experience and standing.' The inquiry will be 

open to the public and the press." 

29
th

 December 1921 MISS PARK'S CASE 

RECOMMENDED FOR A POSITION AT PETONE COMMITTEE AWAITING RESULT 

OF PUBLIC INQUIRY.  

A special meeting of the Petone District High School Committee wag held last evening to 

consider' the suggestion of the Education Board that Miss Park, of Carterton, should be 

appointed as assistant m the secondary school. There were present-Mr. 0. Silbery (chairman), 

Mrs.. Jones, and Messrs.. J. Ashby, L. Powell, J. Wright, W. J. Taylor, F. W. Ashman, and JT 

Kyle. It was unanimously decided that the press should be allowed to remain at the meeting. 

The Chairman explained that he had received a communication from the Education : Board 

appointing Miss  Park to the vacancy, and asking for the approval of the committee. Miss 

Park had. high qualifications, and was, he understood, one of the finest teachers in the 

employ of the board. It was only, fair to Miss. Park to say tha.t he had been informed that the 

charge of .disloyalty made against, her. had been unreservedly withdrawn by the Carterton. 

School Committee.  

Mr. Ashman moved : " That the board be. urged to withheld the appointment of Miss Park;. 

till after the public, inquiry had been held." Miss Park had been exonerated at a secret inquiry 

held by the board. In making the inquiry secret the board, he considered, had done a wrong 

thing, and now, when a public inquiry, was pending t it-was not a fait thing to ask the 

committee to endorse the appointment made by the board. At the same time -he believed the. 

board had made a thorough inquiry, and ho. refused to believe that, the members of the board 

would uphold any teacher who was tainted with disloyalty. Personally he considered the 

charges made were a bit of moonshine.' In justice to all' parties concerned, the appointment 

should be withheld until after the inquiry, which, he believed would entirely clear Miss Park- 

'Mr. Powell: "If :the charge of disloyalty is withdrawn, will there be an inquiry?" 

The Chairman said he understood that other charges than disloyalty were being made,, 

principally matters affecting Miss Park's attitude towards the Department,  

Mr.. Powell seconded the motion, and endorsed the remarks of Mr. Ashman. 

Mr., Kyle considered that the committee was adopting the right attitude, taking into 

consideration the present high tension of public opinion on the subject, \ 

Mr., Taylor said he took it that Miss Park; as a result of the  inquiry, was coming without 

anything against her. He would vote for the motion if it was understood  that it meant that if 

the charges of disloyalty were disproved the committee would approve the appointment.  

Mr., Wright thought a lot of injustice had been done to the lady. Too much notice had been 

taken of children's yarns.  



Mr. Ashby did not think nine loyal members of a committee at Carterton would make a 

charge without some foundation. The committee should take no action at all' in the matter, 

and leave the responsibility to the board. The motion presumed that Miss Park was guilty. ; 

The Chairman : " Not so. We are endeavouring to safeguard Miss Park in the matter. It would 

be a-cruel thing to bring her here to suffer, if the inquiry went against her. It would be much 

better that she should remain. at Carterton till the question is settled."  

The mover and other members of the committee, also, denied ,that, there was any influence 

of Misa Park's guilt in the motion, which had been moved in justice to Miss Park as Well as 

the householders they represented.   

In reply., Mr. Ashman said he hoped the motion would be carried. Owing to the  secret 

inquiry, some, suspicion had been cast upon Miss  Park., and it was only a fair thing to wait 

the decision of the public inquiry. The public ought to be proud of its teachers that they had 

the courage of their opinions. There was no more loyal man in the room than himself, but if 

their, teachers were going to be made mere machines it was time to cry halt. He held a high 

opinion of the Minister of Education, but -with all due respect to him, he thought Mr. Parr 

had " got a little maggot "on this question. If people were against our present economic 

system they were considered quite wrong. It was the idea that " the State could do no wrong " 

that gave Germany its first impetus towards the cruelties perpetrated during the war, The 

motion was Carried with one dissentient (Mr. Ashby). 

31
st
 December 1921 THE PARK CASE 

MINISTER'S COMMENT 

HOLE AND CORNER PROCEEDINGS." 

The Hon. C. J. Parr, Minister of Education, telegraphs 'to the Evening Post from Auckland as 

follows:—"I have today read the Wellington newspapers respecting the. Park case. The 

Petone School Committee, in my opinion, adopted the correct attitude in its resolve to await 

the result of a proper inquiry. The main issue now is not whether a particular teacher be 

innocent or otherwise, but rather whether: the Education Board is to hold a secret inquiry and 

deliberately deny to its members and to the Minister and to the Department all records of the 

evidence taken when a responsible school committee makes important and considered 

charges. The Masterton Teachers' Institute surely does not consider that the high repute and 

prestige of the teaching profession will be enhanced by hole and corner proceedings, by 

which an education board may officially acquit a teacher and at the game time take private 

undertakings to be of .good behaviour and not repeat offensive conduct, and also arrange 

privately to remove the teacher though the committee's request for transfer is publicly 

refused. Proceedings of the above character condemn themselves, and I am surprised that any 

responsible organisation should be satisfied with an investigation of so grotesque and unfair a 

character. In the interests of everyone concerned, including the teacher, there should be a 

proper inquiry, open to the press and public, by a Commission entirely independent of local 

or other influences. 

" With a pretty full knowledge gathered from the report of the Director of Education as to 

what took place at the Carterton inquiry, I feel that I should not be discharging my duty either 

to the profession or to the public in ignoring and condoning what has been done. Lastly, it is 

most important to remember that the press accounts of this matter are misleading and 

inaccurate, because the definite charges made by the Carterton School Committee have never 

been published. The committee's complaints involve many matters of serious importance, 

quite apart from suggestions of any disloyal attitude in the teacher, and it will be well to 

suspend judgment until the committee's statement of the case has been made public 

1888/13802 Park  Jean Gladys  Mary  Gavin McIntyre 

1977/31498 Park  Jean Gladys   88Y 



 

Miss Park went on to have a distinguished teaching career in Wellington Schools and was 

politically active in Teacher Union Organisations. She retired in 1945  

1922-1923 
1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Edie John K Head B-57 £450 $41,360 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Baskiville Walter C L Assistant D-121 £375 $34,466 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Skelley Harriett M Infant Mistress C-129 £303 $27,849 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Armstrong Doris G Assistant C-145 £273 $25,091 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Armstrong Mary C Assistant C-175 £254 $23,345 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Tyler Mara L Assistant C-218 £175 $16,084 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Holgerson Inger Assistant B £169 $15,533 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Peters Janet W Probationer 1  £83 $7,629 

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Colquhoun Mary H Secondary B-129   

1923 295-49 Carterton DHS Olson Claude H Secondary B-201   
18

th
 January 1922  PUBLIC INQUIRY 

THE CASE OF MISS PARK 

. ALLEGATIONS -DETAILED.' 

The .detailed allegations made: against Miss Park, the Carterton school teacher whose case is, 

engaging much attention, are contained in a letter from the Education Department to Miss 

Park; as follows:—  

“Madam;— The Carterton School Committee has communicated with the. Minister of 

Education protesting against the methods of the inquiry recently held-by the Wellington 

Education Board at Carterton into your conduct as a teacher, and asking him to cause a full 

and public inquiry to be held. The Minister has ordered such an. inquiry to be held, at which 

Mr. A. D. Thomson,, formerly Stipendiary Magistrate, and latterly Assistant Public Service 

Commissioner, will preside. You are hereby  requested to attend this inquiry, which will 

commence at the Agricultural Hall, Carterton, on, 30th January at 11.30 a.m. The inquiry will 

cover the following allegations made ' against you:— . . 

(1) That you did write and cause to be published a letter in the journal, National  Education, 

in its issue of 'October .last; which is in the following words:—'Sir,—After reading your 

paragraph under the heading "Sedition in the Teaching Profession," I am of  opinion that you 

have not taken time to consider more than; one aspect of the case. Personally, I am convinced 

of the evil of any form of violence, but, firm as that conviction is, it does not bind one to the 

issue. raised, by -the action which: .'the  Minister is reported to be taking; and with which you 

are evidently- in sympathy. It is said that political control of the teaching; profession, from, 

the university down, made the people of Germany as putty in the hands of her warlords. It is  

just this principle that I see in the reported action of the Minister- If we strip the case, of 

newspaper headlines and popular fears and hates this I think, is what we see: A student is 

convicted of a political offence committed quite apart from: the school or college, without 

inquiry into" her character and influence as a teacher; she is, it is reported, "deprived -of her 

certificate and dismissed. _ ,Moreover, the-law. "did not defer, to" is, if my memory serves 

me right, one of those iniquitous Orders  ln-Council,. and therefore not a law made by the 

people for the people. "A nation  would leaven and regenerate the world —that is the vision 

that comes to some of us. Do you think, Mr. Editor, that your paragraph or the Minister's 

reported methods will help to keep that vision clear.?—l; am, etc. (signed); Jean Park.  

(2) That such a letter should' 'be written immediately after and because of the conviction and: 

dismissal of Miss, Weitzel from the teaching service, constitutes under the circumstances a 

grave impropriety, insubordination, and serious ,misconduct on your part.as a teacher, 



resulting in a. request being forwarded from the Carterton School Committee  to the 

'Wellington Education Board to remove you from the Carterton School 

(3) That you- have made utterances to your .pupils at the Carterton School at various times 

which were of a character offensive to the general community and repugnant to the sentiment 

commonly held. by British people; tending.to create disloyal, unpatriotic, and un-British 

ideas in the minds of your pupils. In this respect; you are alleged to have been guilty of 

serious misconduct- as a teacher. Examples of these utterances ' are to be found in your 

references to the conduct of the British Navy during the war, and also to the execution of 

Nurse Cavell:  

(4) Other matters indicating an unsatisfactory attitude of .mind on your, part which were 

brought up "at the recent inquiry by the Education Board at Carterton are also alleged to 

constitute; on your part serious misconduct as a teacher:—e.g., the proposal-to introduce into 

the school the Maoriland Worker as reading matter, your objection to taking the children to 

the -War Trophies Exhibition at Masterton, your opposition to the Navy League; ":your, ; 

attitude with regard to the regulations : requiring the weekly salute' of- the flag, and the 

singing of:-the National :.' Anthem , and your attitude " regarding the action of the British' 

Government In Ireland. 

 The letter is signed by 'Mr. J,  Caughley (Director of Education). 

19
th

 January 1922 THE CARTERTON INQUIRY 

MISS PARK ADVISED NOT TO. ATTEND. 

In reference to the case of Miss Park, the Carterton school teacher, the following letter has 

been sent to the Director of Education by the Educational Institute :— 

"Sir, —I have the honour to inform you that the case of Miss Park has been referred to the 

executive of the New Zealand Educational Institute for consideration, for such action as may 

seem suitable. I have been directed by the executive to acknowledge on Miss Park's behalf 

your letter of the 5th instant informing her of a projected .second inquiry into her . case. The 

'executive does not Bee in your letter mention of any matter that was not fully dealt with at 

the inquiry held by the Education Board. Miss Park has already undergone one inquiry by the 

proper authorities, and it is contrary to all standards of British fair play that a prosecutor, 

having failed at one trial, should be given an opportunity of a second trial for the purpose of 

bolstering up the weakness of his case that the first trial disclosed. Against such a proceeding 

the executive enters its most emphatic protest, and has, therefore, advised Miss Park not to 

attend the proposed second inquiry. 

"With the subject matter of jour letter it is not the executive's intention .to deal at this stage, 

except to say, in reference to Miss Park's letter in National Education, that the executive does 

not in any way excuse the letter, which, in the opinion of the' executive, contains expressions 

which are injudicious and of doubtful propriety, but do not justify some of the injurious 

inferences that have been drawn from them. As far as the other matters are concerned, the 

executive is preparing, for publication if necessary, a statement covering the whole history of 

the case." 

21
st
 January 1921 DEPARTMENT'S ATTITUDE IN DEMAND FOR FRESH INQUIRY. 

The protest by the New Zealand Educational Institute against a second inquiry into the case 

of Miss Park, the Carterton school, teacher, has drawn the following reply from the Director 

of Education (Mr. J. Caughley):—, "I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

13th instant, and in reply have to point out: — "1. That if either party to an inquiry is not 

satisfied with the result of a case .they are entitled to appeal to a higher tribunal, and this is -

what the Carterton School . Committee has done. Is it the contention of your institute that an 

inquiry having been held, say, by a school committee, could not be afterwards referred to an 

education board as a higher authority, or to the Hon. Minister of Education after the board-

has dealt with the matter, particularly if the conduct of the inquiry by the lesser authority is 



impugned? "2. Your assumption that a second trial is contrary to British justice is quite 

unwarranted. Every day the Court order re-hearings or re-trials of causes or -disputes on the 

grounds |that the first trial, even if, conducted by a Supreme Court, was improperly 

conducted, or that evidence was wrongly rejected or that the finding was against the weight 

of evidence.: : , : "In this case it 's alleged that the proceedings of the board were in private, 

that the shorthand record of evidence was suppressed, that the evidence of expert witnesses 

was ignored, and that the. finding, of the board was against the weight of evidence, and was 

virtually contradicted by the board's subsequent action. It is unjustifiable, therefore, for you 

to state that the prosecutor desires a second trial 'for the purpose of bolstering up the 

weakness of his case that the first trial disclosed,' seeing that the case is to be he-heard on the 

ground of the alleged improper  conduct of an inquiry and an unjustifiable verdict,  

"9. The Board and the Hon. Minister have separate and distinct jurisdiction and powers in this 

case:— (a.) The board can reprimand, .transfer, dismiss, or acquit a teacher | in its 

employment. The Minister cannot do this.  

(b) On the other hand the Minister may suspend or cancel a teacher's certificate which is 

issued by the Department. The board cannot do  this. "In deciding whether or not the 

certificate should be suspended or cancelled, the Minister must cause such an inquiry to be 

held as will in his opinion properly investigate the case. It is surely absurd for the institute to 

contend that in forming his judgment on a matter coming within the Minister's sole 

jurisdiction the Minister must accept the finding of- the Education Board, whose jurisdiction 

applies to another matter. "Your statement that one inquiry has been held by the ‘proper 

authorities' is, in the light of the above, untenable, seeing that the board is not the proper 

authority to conduct all inquiry as to whether or not a teacher's certificate I is to be suspended 

or cancelled, .  "I have to inform you  that whether: or not Miss Park attends .the inquiry, of 

which she has had ;due notice, the inquiry will be held, and, if the evidence brought forward 

justifies such action, her certificate may be suspended or cancelled by order of the Minister. 

"I have to express surprise that under the circumstances the institute has raised opposition to 

the holding of a full and public inquiry, and that it should have thought fit to advise Miss 

Park not to appear at the inquiry ordered by the Minister. This advice Miss Park -will of 

course accept at her own risk if she leaves the case undefended 

25
th

 January 1922 CASE OF MISS PARK 

BOARD AND MINISTER 

DEPARTMENTAL ACTION RESENTED 

TEACHER ADVISED TO ATTEND 

NOTHING TO FEAR FROM FRANK 

STATEMENT. 

The whole case of Miss Jean Park", the Carterton lady teacher, who has been subjected to 

allegations of disloyalty and an inquiry by the Education Board, and has to face another 

inquiry next week, was discussed fully and frankly by the board at its meeting to-day. Mr. T. 

Forsyth, the chairman, presided, and the members present were: Messrs.. W. T. Grundy, B. 

McCallum, M.P., E. H. Penny, E. P. Rishworth, T. Moss, G. T. London, J. J. Clarke, R. A. 

Wright, M.P., A, J. Whyte. Mr. W. H. Field, M.P., was absent. During a long discussion all 

the members spoke, and all agreed with the action of the board's committee in entirely 

exonerating Miss Park from the allegations of disloyalty, and many tributes were paid to her 

work as a teacher. A resolution was passed advising Miss Park in her personal interest to 

attend the public inquiry ordered by the Minister of Education, commencing next Monday, 

but waiving the question of the loyalty of such an inquiry. OTHER TEACHERS 

COMPLAIN. There were several questions on the order paper under the heading of Miss 

Park's case, and the first dealt with was that of a general complaint forwarded by the lady 

teachers of the Carterton School as to allegations attributed to the headmaster, that certain 



other teachers (besides Miss Park) were disloyal. The lady teachers wrote to the board, and 

asked for an inquiry into the matter. The board wrote asking the headmaster to explain, but 

they did not get a satisfactory reply. The statement attributed to him was that he was afraid 

other teachers were affected with similar views to those of Miss Park. The Chairman said he 

thought the teachers were right in asking the headmaster to withdraw his statements. Mr. 

Rishworth:, " I think it is a great pity. This thing is enlarging and enlarging; the circle of 

trouble seems to be widening. Opinions of loyalty may not be the same to the headmaster as 

to the women teachers. I feel we should not look in our women teachers for that rank 

militarism that should characterise our men, if we are going to be a virile race. It does seem a 

pity this thing is growing and personal, feeling is introduced.^ The Chairman: "It is 

reasonable to ask him to withdraw allegations." \Mr. Rishworth: "Ideas will 'prevail ' among 

young teachers. They are not so stabilised in their outlook as men. I think we were all full of 

Socialistic ideas when we were younger. It is- largely a question of outlook—in earlier years 

these feelings of altruism prevail. . It was decided to write suggesting the teachers might 

settle' the matter between themselves and the headmaster,, who would probably withdraw his 

statements. SHOULD MISS PARK ATTEND! The recent question was a letter from Moss 

Park, asking the board to instruct her as to whether she should attend the inquiry or not, being 

still on her holidays. She expressed the opinion that if the Department were not satisfied with 

the verdict, a further series of inquiries might be demanded. She had written to the Minister. 

The chairman said the Educational Institute had instructed: its solicitor  to represent Misa 

Park, who should not attend. Mr. Penny moved, Mr. Harkness seconded : "That Miss Park be 

asked to attend." If she attended, and was as frank and straightforward as she was at the 

board's inquiry, she had' nothing whatever to fear. There was nothing to hide from the public. 

If everything were made public, everyone would be satisfied.  

Mr. McCallum agreed. He thought, Miss Park was one of those women who were sensibly 

loyal. The board should strongly express its view that the proposed tribunal for the second 

inquiry was not a true appellate body. The president, a .retired Magistrate, and with him a 

senior teacher, could not be deemed superior to the chairman and committee of the board, 

which had held the first inquiry. He suggested a retired Judge of the Supreme Court, like Sir 

Bassett Edwards, or a person like Mr. Skerrett or Sir John Findlay, to preside at the inquiry. 

The Chairman pointed out it was too late, the inquiry sitting on Monday next.  

GROSS PERSECUTION. Mr. G. T. London said that, if 'Mr. Parr thought that the course the 

board had pursued was not satisfactory, then his action was justifiable. Mr. Forsyth: "We 

have to advise Miss Park as to whether she should attend or not. She is up against a man who 

is using every endeavour to persecute her. | If she does not appear, he might make statements 

that would damage her. I think we should stick to the resolution. Yet we have the Teachers' 

Institute considering' it a gross case of persecution, J instructing their solicitor to appear on 

her behalf and asking her riot to appear." It was decided to defer the decision until the 

chairman read his statement on the case. This was as follows:— "In view of the statements 

recently made by the Minister of Education, in which he has attacked the integrity of the 

board's committee of inquiry, because of their finding in the Park case, it is necessary that I 

should make a statement of some of the facts of the (case in order to refute the charges made 

by the Minister against members of the board. "At the outset! desire to state that at the so-

called secret inquiry, besides the four members of the board appointed to conduct the inquiry, 

there were present the Director of Education, members of the Carterton School Committee 

and their counsel, Miss Park and her counsel," a lady teacher from the staff of the Carterton 

School, and two officers, of the board ; also Senior Inspector Bakewell I and Inspector 

'Cowles, -who were instructed by the Department to attend the inquiry and give evidence at 

the request and in support of the Carterton I School Committee's charges. J "The committee 

of inquiry decided prior to the opening of the inquiry that, if the two parties concerned were 



agreeable, the proceedings should be open to the press, but Miss Park—at whose request the 

inquiry was held—indicated that she desired it to be taken in private, and consequently the 

usual procedure was adopted. The reason for Miss Park's desire to have the inquiry in private 

was obvious, because certain serious allegation* were made against her by the school 

committee, and it would not be fair if those allegations were not proved to have them sown 

broadcast through the country. After very full evidence had been taken, the board's committee 

found that none of the charges was sustained, and consequently their determination to hold 

the inquiry in private 'was fully ' justified; further, it is necessary to state that witnesses were 

not on oath, and under no penalty for misstatement. It is to be noted that the charges made by 

the School Committee were for breaches of discipline alone, not for disloyalty, and I am not 

aware that inquiries into such matters have ever been taken in public by the Education Board 

or by any other branch of the Government service. "No charge of disloyalty was laid by the 

school committee, although on the floor of the House under shelter of, privilege, the Minister 

of Education had' accused her of such, as reported in the Evening Post of 29th October, under 

the heading. "Loyalty":— The Minister said he regretted that this was not a solitary case. 

Two complaints were now being investigated in the Wellington district, and it was rather 

unfortunate that, in one case, the teacher happened to be a fellow-student of the lady recently 

dismissed. This second lady had behaved in her district in a way which had aroused 

resentment. She had been guilty of disloyal and un-British utterances to such an extent that 

the people made a demand for her removal. He, as Minister, could not ignore a case of that 

kind. "It is interesting at this point, to remind members of the board that the recent inquiry 

held at the Training College was of a private nature, with not only the full concurrence and 

approval of the Minister, but at his special request, and the Director of Education, who was 

present at my request, fully concurred. As is a matter of fact, the Minister specially requested 

me at an interview prior to that inquiry „ not to notify the principal or the students of the date 

of such inquiry—to put it in the Minister's own words: 'I was to hop in. on them without 

notice, as he wanted to put the wind up them.' I told the Minister there and then I could not 

act in such a manner, as I had too' much respect and confidence in the integrity and loyalty of 

the principal of the Training College. 

 A FLAT DENIAL. "Dealing now with the Park inquiry, I desire to make the following facts 

quite clear. . On the 2nd November (three weeks before the committee had laid any specific 

charge) I attended the Minister's office at his request, and he then told me that the Prime 

Minister was very much upset over the affair, that the members of the House were up in 

arms, and that they insisted on something being done. I asked him what they wanted done, 

and Mr. Parr replied , that I must suspend Miss Park immediately. I reminded him that it 

would be (crossly unfair and unbritish    to so prejudice her position as/ a teacher, by 

suspending her before she had been definitely charged, and I refused to comply with his 

request. "I have now good reason to believe: that the Prime Minister made no such 

discreditable suggestion, and I desire to absolutely dissociate Mr. Massey from any 

knowledge of the suggestion made to me by the Minister of Education. "At a later date the 

Minister again urged me to suspend Miss Park or there would be trouble, but I disregarded 

this threat and suggested that the manly course for him was to withdraw the charges he had 

made against Miss Park.. THE INSPECTOR'S PART. Finding his requests and threats did' 

not weigh with me, and apparently realising that some of his serious statements against Misa 

Park could not be honestly sustained, the Minister, then approached Miss Park through one of 

his Inspectors (Mr. Cowles), some few days before the  date fixed for the board's inquiry, and 

made proposals to her respecting transfer,, which if she accepted would obviate the need for 

any inquiry. ; In reply to my request, Mr. C. H. Taylor, solicitor for Miss Park, makes the 

following statement:—, "On Friday the 25th November, 1921. Mr. Cowles, School Inspector, 

and an official of the Education Department, at his request interviewed Miss Park and me at 



my office. He said that he had the authority of the Minister of Education in approaching Miss 

Park. ! We discussed Miss Park's case, and Mr. Cowles asked that Miss Park should consent 

to an interview with the Minister of Education. He said that if an interview took place the 

matter could be arranged without an inquiry. He said that if Miss Park would give an 

'assurance of her loyalty, and would intimate her willingness to accept a transfer to another 

school no inquiry would be held. Mr. Cowles was informed that Miss Park had asked for the 

inquiry, which she still wanted, and that as the inquiry was being held by the Education 

Board and not by the Minister it did not appear that the Minister could stop the inquiry. Mr. 

Cowles was, however, emphatic that if Miss Park would give the undertaking referred to no 

inquiry would be held. After consideration of the matter, I, on • the morning of the 26th 

November, Informed Mr. Cowles that although Miss Park did not see that the interview could 

do any good, yet as she did not desire to be in any way discourteous she was willing to 

interview the Minister. Mr. Cowles . said that he would arrange the interview. Later on the 

same morning Miss Park interviewed the Minister for Education in the presence of Mr. 

Cowles and me. " The complaint of the Carterton School Committee was discussed, and the 

question of Miss Park's loyalty. The Minister said that if Miss Park would' give an 

undertaking not to act again in the way she had, and would intimate her willingness to accept 

a transfer to another school, he was willing to accept the assurances he had of her loyalty and 

that no inquiry would be held. Mr. Cowles himself gave Mr. Parr his assurance that he 

considered Miss Park perfectly loyal. I told the Minister that I did not see how he could stop 

the inquiry, to which he replied that if there were no charges there would be no inquiry. He 

also said that his offer was made without prejudice. Miss Park said: ' The offer doesn't clear 

me.' She therefore' declined to give the undertaking, not because she was, not perfectly loyal 

or because she was unwilling to accept a transfer to another school, but because she wanted 

an inquiry into the charges, and because she felt that the Minister, knowing the weakness of 

his case, was trying to have the matter hushed up. 

" She also felt that if she gave the undertaking the Minister would at »nee publish it, and thus 

by implication endeavour to make it appear that there was some truth in the charges. The 

Minister was called away from the interview to a Cabinet meeting, but before he left he stated 

that he regarded the charges in a serious light, and that if the inquiry proceeded he would be 

compelled to take the severest measures. "Long before the trouble in question had arisen, 

Miss Park had lodged an application with the board! for a transfer, but, when her character 

was assailed by the school committee and the Minister of Education, she rejected the 

overtures made by the Minister, and insisted that an inquiry should be held, and stated that, 

after she had cleared her character, she was quite prepared to accept a suitable transfer. 

MINISTER'S SINCERITY DOUBTED 

"In view of that attempt on the part of the Minister of Education to block the inquiry already 

arranged for by the board, it is difficult to believe that the Minister is sincere in his criticism 

of the board's method of inquiry, especially when I inform you that on 25th November, five 

day before the inquiry, the Director was informed in writing that 'the board has decided to 

hold the  usual form of inquiry, and, unless it is the special desire of the two parties 

concerned, viz., the Carterton School Committee and Miss Park, to have an open inquiry, the  

usual method will be followed." The letter was acknowledged with appreciation for . the 

permission granted by the board for the presence of a representatives  of the Department, but 

neither then, nor in other correspondence, nor at the inquiry itself, was exception taken by the 

Minister or the Director until subsequently it was discovered] by them that the finding was 

unpalatable, and then the method was declared by them to be quite wrong. It is, too, an 

essential fact that the request for an inquiry originated, not with the committee, but with Miss 

Park, and that it took the committee, after repeated requests by the  board, from the let to the 

25th November to formulate the change—only five  days before the inquiry.  "The Minister 



takes exception to the board's holding a private . inquiry, and yet, in a vain attempt to save his 

face, he has done his  utmost to prevent any inquiry being held. The Minister points with 

scorn at the board's obtaining from Miss Park a reiteration of her loyalty and arranging a 

transfer to another school after she had fully cleared her character, and yet Mr. Parr, as will 

be seen from Mr. Taylor's statement, endeavoured to get undertakings from her, but failed. .  

MISS PARK'S LETTER. As Mr. Parr has ingeniously quoted only part of Miss Park's letter 

to the board, I quote here the full text, which places a very different complexion on it to that 

given by the Minister:— Miss Park agrees to abide loyally by the instructions of her 

headmaster in all matters relating to the course ' of instruction. , Miss Park affirms her 

absolute loyalty to her country. She wishes further to undertake that, she will in future avoid 

subjects that in the opinion of her headmaster are debatable. At the same time she has never 

consciously departed from these principles of action. (Signed) J. G. PARK. "The above 

statement of the case will, I hope and believe, make it clear to members of the board and the 

public that, owing largely to inaccurate statements published by the Minister, a great deal too 

much has been made of the affair. I would like to suggest to the Minister that he hand to the 

press the correspondence that has passed between Miss Park and himself, and allow the 

public to judge between them. "Shortly, after the publication of the result of the board's 

inquiry, the Carterton School Committee consulted with the Minister, and, according to the 

report of their interview as supplied to the press by the Minister, he went out of his way to 

insult members of the board who, in an honorary capacity, are rendering valuable service in 

the " cause of education. Although I wrote immediately and asked him to withdraw and 

apologise for such an unwarranted attack, the Minister has not yet had the courtesy to 

acknowledge my letter. "Referring again to the holding of the inquiry in private, and in 

justification thereof, I would point out that the procedure of the committee was exactly that 

prescribed for and followed by the Public Service Commissioner in the Public Service Act, 

1912, section 52 and following sections, in relation to charges made against an officer."  

AN INTERVIEW. "As an indication of some of the remarkable statements made by the 

Minister of Education, (said Mr. Forsyth), the following memorandum, read at his request by 

the Director during the recent inquiry held by the Board at Carterton, is distinctly 

illuminating:— < 'On Saturday last Miss Park called upon me with her solicitor, Mr. Taylor. 

They desired an, unofficial interview, and were accompanied by Mr. Cowles school 

inspector, who introduced them. They came of their own volition, not upon any request made 

by me. I expressly stated that the conversation must be considered to <£<> without prejudice 

to the inquiry, and, further, that the matter was at present in the hands of the Education 

Board. Miss Park attempted to explain her conduct with regard to the Nurse Cayell incident, 

and also her motive in writing the letter to National Education, but I was not impressed. I told 

Miss Park and her solicitor that I regarded her offence as most serious, and that she could not 

complain if I and the board dealt with the matter as a meet' serious breach of a teacher's duty. 

I strongly advised Miss Park to express regret for her past conduct, to , seek a transfer to 

another school, but these suggestions were dismissed by her solicitor, who insisted that the 

inquiry must proceed. When leaving my office I again warned both Miss Park and her 

solicitor that I regarded what had happened in a severe light, and if the matter came before 

me in any shape I would deal with it accordingly.' 

"Mr. C. H. Taylor, solicitor for Miss. Park, has now furnished me with the following 

comment on the above memorandum : 

'I desire to make the following comments on the memorandum alleged to have been written 

by the Minister of Education with reference to the interview between Miss Park and him on 

the 25th November last, and at which. I was present.. The Minister states that Miss Park and 

her solicitor desired an unofficial interview with him. This statement is incorrect. Miss Park 



neither desired nor asked for any interview, official or otherwise, with, the Minister of 

Education.  

'2. The Minister state* that Miss, Park and I came upon our own volition and not upon any 

request made by him. This statement is incorrect. We interviewed the Minister because of a 

request made by Mr. Cowles, a responsible official of the Education Department, who 

informed us that she had the Minister's authority to ask for an interview.  

'3. The Minister states that at the interview held  said that the conversation must be without 

prejudice to the inquiry, and that the matter was in the hands of the Education Board. The 

Minister made neither of these statements. . The statement as to the matter being in the hands 

of the Education Board was made by me. ' 

'4. The Minister states that Miss Park attempted to explain her conduct with regard to the 

Nurse Cavell mci-, dent, and also her motive in writing the letter to National Education. Miss 

Park did not "attempt to explain" her conduct with regard- to either of these matters. These 

matters were, however, discussed, and Miss Park stated her position with regard to them. 

'5. The Minister says that he said that Miss Park could not complain if the board dealt with 

the matter as a most serious breach of a teacher's duty. The Minister made no such statement. 

'6. The Minister states that he strongly advised Miss Park- to express regret for her past 

conduct and to seek a transfer to another school. This is not a correct account of what took 

place. The correct account is given in my statement, which shows that the Minister made a 

definite statement that there would be no- inquiry if certain undertakings were given by Miss 

Park. 

'7. The only sentence in the whole of the Minister's memorandum, which contains no 

misstatement of fact, is the first sentence, .which reads; "On Saturday last Miss Park called 

upon me with her solicitor, Mr. Taylor." ' 

A BRUSH WITH THE DIRECTOR, 

Mr. Forsyth then referred to the allegation against him of rudeness towards the Director of 

Education. He explained that while he was examining a witness the Director rudely 

interrupted, accusing him of twisting the case detrimentally to the Department. " I told him," 

said Mr. Forsyth, " he most not interrupt, and if he did not behave himself I would put him 

out, as he was only there on< sufferance. I have no hesitation in saying that, though I am 

probably an older man than Mr. Caughley, I should have taken that course. Afterwards we 

agreed to refer to the shorthand report of the proceedings, which showed I was right, but he 

had not the  courtesy to withdraw. That shows what he was." 

The Chairman next referred to the use made of Mr. Moss's name as,. protesting against the 

conduct of the inquiry. Personally he had protested against the use of newspaper articles as 

evidence at the inquiry, and Mr. McCallum would bear him out. Mr. Hart protested against 

my cross-examination of witnesses oh those articles, which I allowed to go in, and Mr. Moss 

also protested. , 

Mr. Moss said he folly agreed with the finding, and the whole procedure. The only question 

was the conduct of the business. " I think my two colleagues will remember I told them it was 

very unfortunate," said the speaker. " I consider it injudicious to question the witnesses too 

much. It seemed as if the members of the committee were on their trial. I thought it was a 

little bit overstressed. I think you ought to! have been a little bit more diplomatic with Mr., 

Caughley." The Chairman : "Did I attempt to shut out any evidence?" Mr. Moss": "No, sir, I 

thought you were taking evidence that was unnecessary." Mr. W. T. Grundy said the question 

was whether the chairman had assumed the committee had gone behind the board in 

reference to alterations to the school. Mr. Forsyth :. "I wanted to know, if the committee had 

acted a little Irregularly." Mr. Grundy: "I think you were a little unfortunate, as it was outside 

the main question." FAIR, AND CORRECT FINDING. Mr. Rishworth asked Mr. Moss, if he 

agreed that the fading was-, fair, and  correct. Mr. Moss: "Oh, yes." Mr. McCalllum said 



there was no use mincing matters. He believed there was enormous pressure brought to beat 

on Mr. Parr and Mr. Caughley. "I say distinctly," declared Mr. McCallum, "it is a political 

question. I blame Mr. Parr for his weakness. He should stand out as a public man against 

influence brought to bear on him. I respect Mr. Parr. I work with him every day, and I like 

him for all his faults. I don't want to make any political capital out of this. It is very 

regrettable. The Department is not interpreting the spirit of the Act. A power behind Mr. 

Massey is influencing things in the Wairarapa. 

 “POWER. BEHIND THE THRONE. Mr. G. T. London: Who is this power? (Laughter.) 

Proceeding, Mr. London staid that no parents had ever complained of Miss Park, though, they 

were most concerned, and at the inquiry there were a dozen, letters from parents, declaring 

they were perfectly satisfied with Miss Park. Mr. Parr must want a servile, stereotyped class 

of teachers with no sense of vision, so that as a people they would bear the hallmark of  Made  

in New Zealand,' 'Bred in New Zealand.' Life would not be worth living if liberty of the, 

mind were destroyed. A woman like Miss Park was doing a service to the community, Mr. 

Parr was one of the demonstrative loyalists and patriots who delighted in flag-waving, and—

—(A member— the big drum). (Laughter.) Miss Park brought in "My Magazine" at her own 

expense for the use of her pupils, and that -was regarded as disloyalty.  

The Chairman.: 'Yes, that was 'brought up."  

WHERE IS LIBERTY! Why, asked Mr. London, were all these irrelevances introduced? 

Anybody might be caught in an unguarded word, 'and if such words were to be noted and 

used against one, where, would liberty be ? What did flag-waving mean! Nothing. The 

absence of flags did; not mark the absence of loyalty. No country could be the worse for 

freedom of speech. The work of Miss, Park in school, on the evidence of the best authority, 

was unexceptionable.  

NO NARROW OUTLOOK! Mr. E. H. Penny said that he would say from all he had seen of 

Miss Park's ' work as reflected in her classes she was thoroughly loyal. "There is no trace 

whatever in this lady's work of disloyalty.. She may have made humourous remarks," said 

Mr. Penny, "and' I am here to renew my vote of confidence that I gave at the last meeting."  

MR. GRUNDY SATISFIED. , Mr.  W. T.. Grundy, speaking as one of the commission , 

which originally sat in inquiry on  Miss. Park's case, said he had to satisfy himself- that she 

was loyal and her influence over the children was for good. At the conclusion of the inquiry, 

he felt quite sure that she was absolutely loyal and that ,her influence over the children was 

for the best. "We were thoroughly satisfied with the explanation of the Nurse Cavell 

statement and the Maoriland Worker was taken as a joke. The headmaster asked for 

recommendations for literature, and Miss Park put down the Worker, which she had not seen 

for two years, as a joke. There was perfect satisfaction with Miss Park's conduct as a teacher. 

The letter to National Education seemed to him the crux of the whole trouble. She attacked 

the Department, and did so in a publication that she thought did not reach the general public. 

Miss Park had wished that Miss Weitzel should have another chance against what she thought 

was rather a harsh sentence. She thought, too, that the Victoria College had been attacked. 

She was only appealing to teachers, she thought, not to the general public, but some 

busybody took it along to the press. "As an honest man," declared Mr. Grundy most 

emphatically, striking the table, "I could not bring in any other verdict." Mr. R. A. Wright, 

M.P., said Mr. Parr's Teal trouble , was that he was unable ,to obtain the evidence brought out 

at the inquiry. This was at the bottom of it. Mr. Parr evidently thought the case was worse 

than it was. The case should have been held in the open. Mr. Forsyth: "And a verdict of guilty 

brought in, and then it would have been all right." SERIOUS POSSIBILITIES. Mr. Wright: 

"I do see behind the whole thing a serious possibility. The danger is that if teachers hold 

views that are calculated to lead children iv the wrong direction—" Mr. Grundy : "And 

express the ideas." Mr. Wright: "That is the danger.' I hope this inquiry will settle the whole 



business." Mr. C. J. Harkness said the Board had honourably done its duty in the matter, but 

it was a pity the members had not been furnished with evidence. He moved that a transcript 

of the evidence be furnished confidentially to members. '. 

Mr. Forsyth, chairman: "I must rule that out of order, after, the proceedings at the last 

meeting." Mr. Harkness: "I want to see the' evidence." The Chairman: "I am prepared to show 

you my notes. There is no reason to worry now, because a competent inquiry, conducted by a 

competent and fair minded person, with the press present and a full report to be published, 

will soon take place. Mr. E. P. Rishworth said the main interest .was the interest of the 

school, and next the interest of the teacher, and throughout the proceedings had been directed 

constitutionally towards preserving those objects. The board should support the action of the 

committee and the chairman, who had done their duty.  

POLITICS AGAIN. Mr. A. J. Whyte remarked on the strangeness of the Minister 

complaining of secret inquiries, and then receiving the Carterton committee as a private 

deputation. "It's nothing less than a, political persecution from end to end." The chairman : 

"That's what it is." Mr. Whyte: "They are 'out to try to catch votes with flag-waving and 

shouting 'God Save the King.' "  

FOLLOWS THE DRUM. Mr. Moss: "It is lying to insinuate that the Wairarapa beats the 

drum and doe» not follow it up. The record of the war shows what Wairarapa did. The 

Carterton committee are honourable men. This is a very serious question. Have I any redress 

against a teacher who tries to inculcate false doctrines ill my child?"  

Mr. Forsyth: "Of course you have.", 

Mr. Moss: "You are very impartial. It has been stated the committees are political cat's paws 

under a pull. I say they are honourable men. That's all." ' The debate was concluded .by Mr. J. 

J. Clarke;^ who expressed the strongest resentment briefly and trenchantly at the action of the 

Minister in overriding the properly-constituted procedure of the board.  

MR. PARR'S MOTIVES, The Chairman said the motive could only be one of two. It was 

either political propaganda against the extremists in the House, frequently in evidence—and 

he was a supporter of Mr. Parr's party— ' or it was because the girl had had the audacity 

when generally slandered on the floor of the House to write a' letter to the Minister asking 

him as a gentleman to withdraw the false words said. "Mr. Parr should have withdrawn 

them," said the Chairman, "I suggested it as man to man, and the result is that he is 

attempting methods, which in my opinion, can only be likened to Prussian methods, of using 

the iron heel. Mr. Forsyth then asked the committee which sat at the first inquiry to attend at 

the second. They might be unwelcome guests but they had a right to be there. They should 

have the boards solicitor to advise them. ": 

It was resolved the committee should attend.  

Finally it was resolved _to ask Miss Park to be present in her own interest, waiving any 

question of the legality of the proceedings. 

14
th

 February 1922 Miss J. G. Park, of the Carterton School, has been again elected a member 

of the committee of management of the Wairarapa Teachers' Institute 

9
th

 March 1922 MASTERTON, This Day. The ,Hon. C. J. Parr, Minister of Education, will 

visit the Wairarapa on Wednesday, the 29th. At 11 a.m. he will open the .new school at 

Martinborough. After lunch he will visit the Carterton school, and then proceed to Masterton 

and confer with the Board of Governors of the Wairarapa High School. 

15
th

 March 1922 The roll of the Carterton School at the present time is just under 400, with a 

secondary division of 67 

4
th

 April 1922 Miss J. G; Park, of the Carterton- -District High School, who has accepted all 

position in the secondary department or the Petone District High 'Schools-was made a 

presentation on Thursday by the school Basket-Ball Club,- the-school Christian Union, and 

the women teachers associated with her in this work. Several of the girls' parents were 



present. Miss Park organised the Wairarapa Basket Ball Association, and last year was chief 

organiser of a basketball, tournament held in Masterton, in which all of the larger .schools of 

the Wairarapa competed. The girls of the Carterton School will greatly miss her competent 

coaching. Miss, Park, introduced into the secondary department of the, Carterton School the  

Christian. Union, branch of the. World Federation Christian' student movement for university 

students.; Most of the larger - colleges and high schools in New Zealand have Christian 

unions, but the Carterton School was the .first district high school, to become a branch of .the 

student movement. Some other district high schools have -since become members. 

29
th

 April 1922 Wellington Education Board The Education Department wrote stating that 

the Minister was prepared to consider the remodelling of the Carterton School with slight 

additions to the old building. The alterations included making the existing classrooms into 

three. The schedule of the proposed alterations is to be forwarded to the Carterton School 

Committee 

20
th

 April 1922 Carterton : Messrs.. F. J Hull, J. G. Harp, J. M. Nicholls, J. Preddy, S. S. D. 

Peryman, P. R. Smith, J. A. Stevens, H. M. B. Trapp, A. Anderson, and F. T. Zillwood ; 

1
st
 June 1922 THE PARK CASE 

MINISTER AND TEACHER 

QUESTION OF JURISDICTION 

ARGUMENT IN SUPREME COURT. 

In the Supreme Court to-day, before his Honour Mr. Justice Salmond, further argument was 

heard in the case Jean Gladys Park, of Carterton, school teacher (plaintiff) against 

Christopher James Parr, Minister of Education, and Andrew D. ' Thomson, retired Assistant 

Public Service Commissioner (defendants). The Minister had instructed Mr. Thomson to hold 

an inquiry into certain statements alleged to have been made by plaintiff in connection with 

her school duties. On behalf of /plaintiff it was claimed that the regulation under which the 

Minister was proposing to cancel or suspend the ..certificate of the plaintiff was ultra vires, or 

that if the regulation was valid, the Minister had 'shown such bias as to disentitle him to 

exercise the discretion conferred upon him by the regulation. 

Mr. Myers appeared for the plaintiff, and the Solicitor-General (Mr. W. C. MacGregor, K.C.), 

with him Sir John Findlay, K.C., and Mr.-. Hart, of Carterton, for the defendants. 

Plaintiff claimed that a writ of prohibition be issued by the Court prohibiting the defendants 

from holding the inquiry directed by the Minister; or, in the alternative, that a writ of 

injunction be issued restraining defendants from proceeding with the inquiry, and restraining 

the Minister from, cancelling plaintiff's certificates; or, in the further alternative, that a writ of 

certiorari be issued commanding the defendants to send to the Court the direction or other 

warrant or authority for the holding of the said inquiry. The question of the validity of the 

regulations was argued at the sitting of the Court a week ago. 

WHAT DOES SUSPENSION MEAN? 

On resuming to-day, Sir John Findlay said he desired to give his Honour such help as a' few 

cases which ho had since consulted would provide in coming to a decision. First he would 

like to give the Court the series of Education Acts, and the series of regulations, with dates 

and references. The Act of 1877 gave no right of appeal to teachers. Counsel briefly sketched 

the provisions of the various Acts and regulations, dealing with the issue of certificates. His 

Honour: What do you say suspension of a certificate .means? . I understand cancellation' of a 

certificate. Sir John Findlay: We submit that during suspension a teacher would not be 

authorised to teach—possession of a certificate being aa essential" condition. His Honour: 

The essential condition is not teaching, but the appointment. The only provision I can find in 

the Act is that the Education Board shall not appoint a . teacher unless he produces a 

certificate—which, I presume, means holds a certificate. If he holds a certificate he may be 

appointed. What is a suspended certificate? Sir John Findlay: My answer is that it is a 



temporary revocation of a certificate. ' His Honour: I should have thought that a teacher either 

holds a certificate or he does not. Sir John Findlay :"I admit is not clear, but that is the best 

answer I can give."  

CERTIFICATES IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS. Counsel, proceeding,, read to. the Bench a 

number of. cases where teachers' certificates had been cancelled by' the Minister. .He pointed. 

out that teachers of Native schools," private schools, etc., held certificates of competency 

from. the Minister. These teachers were not subject to the jurisdiction of any education board. 

His Honour : "They do not require a certificate." I Sir John Findlay : "No; but it is a 

certificate of qualification." Proceeding, counsel submitted that in a matter of this sort the 

Court had no jurisdiction over the Minister, and quoted authorities in support of his 

contention. His Honour : "What do you say the effect of cancellation of a certificate is?" Sir 

John Findlay : "The first contention is that if the Minister has not the legal power, then it is a 

futility." ' .  

His Honour: "Supposing he has the legal power, what do you say the effect is?" Sir John 

Findlay : "The first effect, would be to prevent him being appointed a teacher by an education 

board. His Honour: "Or transferred." Sir John Findlay: "Yes, or transferred." Continuing, 

counsel said the main point in the present case was this: " We want to claim the right of 

exercising a, control over these certificates." His Honour: " The right of appeal given teachers 

is, essentially different from the right of appeal given to Civil servants. The right of appeal is 

only the right of appeal against 'dismissal or termination of their services." Mr. Myers: " 

There is a grading of teachers from time to time." His Honour: " Supposing a teacher's 

certificate is cancelled, that would not cancel his appointment. If his certificate is cancelled, 

does he lose his position?" Mr. Myers: " That is a question which I confess I am not prepared 

to answer." His Honour: "It is a question which I have to answer." Mr. Myers: "Not 

necessarily. He undoubtedly is prejudiced in his position,; and supposing he is entitled to hold 

his position it is quite clear he could not be promoted." His Honour: "No, he cannot be 

promoted." . .. Mr. Myers: "His position remains." His Honour: "Becomes petrified so to 

speak but the teacher still gets his salary." Mr. Myers then went on to deal with the question 

asked by the Court with .respect to the granting of a prohibition or injunction against 

something'" which if done would be futile. His Honour: "1 was not so much concerned with 

prohibition; but what crossed ray mind was whether an injunction could be granted." Mr. 

Myers cited authorities on the point. The Minister, continued counsel, claimed the power to 

so deal with the certificate as to curtail the rights which, its possession gave. If that could not 

be substantiated, it was submitted—quite apart from prohibition—an injunction would lie. 

His Honour : "Prima facie an injunction is against a wrong which is threatened. This is not a 

threatened wrong. Would the teacher have, a right of action if the thing were done?" v Mr. 

Myers : "For damages ?" His Honour : "Yes." Mr. Myers  submitted there would be a, right 

of action for damages if. the Minister had net the power which he claimed.  

QUESTION OF READING AFFIDAVITS. Mr. Myers then referred to affidavits which had 

been filed by the other side. "Your Honour will see." he remarked, "that a number of 

affidavits have been filed by the other side. Some of them contain statements of- children and 

of the parents of children. I do not desire to read them, and I do not know whether your 

Honour has read them." „  

His,, Honour: "I have not read/ them. 

Mr. Myers: "The point is this: I take it that, in considering the question of pre-determination 

or bias, the acts and the conduct of the person against -whom the pre-determination or bias 

are alleged are alone to be considered. What I mean is this: That a number of affidavits have 

been filed on behalf of the Minister which, I submit, are not relevant to the question of pre-

determination or bias. I have not answered that except in a general way by an affidavit in 

reply by Miss Park. I have not attempted to .answer them, because plainly, if the Minister' is 



acting within his jurisdiction and can proceed with this inquiry, and he has' the power to 

cancel or suspend, then all these matters would be matters which would have to be gone into 

by the person who holds the inquiry. Your. Honour will see that if all these facts are to be 

gone into now " ' ' 

His Honour: "What are they—charges against the plaintiff?" Mr. Myers: "That is what it 

amounts to."  

His Honour: "I am not going into that matter except. Insofar as it is necessary in order to 

understand the acts of the Minister.  

What is it you want my opinion on?" '  

Mr. Myers: "I want, if I can obtain it, your Honour's ruling' on this: Whether those affidavits, 

which, as I say, are merely ex parte, and which I have not attempted to answer : 

His Honour: "I am certainly not going into the merits of the case." 

Sir John Findlay asked to be heard on the point before' his Honour finally ruled, to which his 

Honour consented. 

2
nd

 June 1922 PARK CASE 

ARGUMENTS AS TO AFFIDAVITS 

JUDGMENT RESERVED 

Argument was concluded in the Supreme Court yesterday afternoon in the case Jean Gladys 

Park against Christopher James Parr (Minister of Education) and Andrew D. Thomson (ex-

Assistant Public Service Commissioner). The Minister had instructed Mr. Thomson to hold 

an inquiry into certain- statements alleged to have been made by plaintiff in connection with 

her school duties. On behalf of plaintiff it was claimed that the regulation under which the 

Minister was proposing to cancel or suspend the certificate of the plaintiff was ultra vires, or 

that, if the' regulation was valid, the' Minister had shown such bias as to disentitle him to 

exercise the discretion conferred upon him by the regulation. Mr. Myers appeared for the 

plaintiff, and the Solicitor-General (Mr. W. C. MacGregor, K.C.), with him Sir John Findlay, 

K.C.; and Mr. Hart, of Carterton, for the defendants. On the Court resuming at 2.30 p.m., Sir 

John Findlay said he did not want his, Honour to decide the merits. Affidavits, however, had 

been filed from Miss Park and Mr. Forsyth (chairman of the Board of Education), and on 

behalf of the Minister affidavits had been filed in answer. The Minister had an immense 

amount of evidence before him as to the inquiry held by the Board of Education, \ and as to 

the necessity of further inquiry. There was a charge of bias v against the Minister. He 

proposed merely to summarise the effect of the affidavits. He desired to show that the 

allegation of the plea of bias was entirely disposed of by these affidavits. He did not want his 

Honour, to decide the merits; indeed, he submitted that his Honour could not decide the 

merits of the case. His Honour said it was impossible for him to give any definite ruling upon 

the evidence which he had read. All he could indicate no\y was the general attitude he 

proposed to adopt. The facts were that certain charges had been made against plaintiff. If the 

regulations were valid the Minister had a duty and a right to inquire into the charges for the 

purpose of exercising the right of suspending or cancelling plaintiff's certificate. Pre-

determination or bias was alleged against the Minister. His Honour said he wanted to know 

what the general nature of the charge was; what statement |of the Minister was relevant as 

showing bias or disproving bias. It was not, however, relevant to inquire into the merits of the 

charge, or the details. That was the only ruling he could give in the meantime. Mr. Myers 

pointed out that there was no affidavit from the Minister. His Honour remarked that they 

must know what the charges were that were made against plaintiff by the Minister before he 

could come to a decision as to pre-determination. '  

MIGHT PREJUDICE PLAINTIFF. Mr. Myers .said it was most undesirable that the 

affidavits should be published now. It might very well prejudice plaintiff in other 

proceedings, if any, which she might think fit to take against the Minister by way of. civil 



action. His Honour said he had already stated that he was not going into the details of any 

charge or into the merits of any charge, but he could not determine whether the Minister 

could hold an inquiry until he knew what -the inquiry was about. Mr. Myers said it would be 

inopportune at the present time that the, press should publish details/of the statements and 

charges. His Honour remarked that he thought the press might very well be trusted to exercise 

discretion in that matter. QUESTION OF BIAS. . Mr. Myers then quoted words from the 

affidavits and from letters of the Minister in support of plaintiff's allegation 'against the 

Minister of pre-determination and bias. The whole of this trouble arose., through a letter 

which Miss Park wrote to National Education; a publication written and published by or on 

behalf of the New Zealand Educational Institute, of which body Miss Park as a teacher was a 

member. That letter was written in reply to something which appeared in a previous issue of 

National Education. Sir John Findlay asked the Court to consider both the judicial and the 

administrative duties of the Minister. He claimed, that the conduct of the Minister amounted, 

to this : That he had heard one side and wished to hear both sides; and he therefore appointed 

an experienced ex-Magistrate to hold an inquiry, and after hearing both sides, that gentleman 

was to report to the Minister. Was that to be taken as evidence of bias? Counsel then 

proceeded to quote from I the affidavits statements alleged to have been made by Miss Park. 

His Honour : "It is not suggested that there was no ground  for/ an inquiry. The question 

raised by the other side is : That the Minister has shown pre-determination in respect to the 

result of the inquiry. You vie trying to show that there was good reason for the inquiry. That 

is no answer. , Bias means disqualification by pre-determination in .respect to a judicial 

matter. There may be reasons for holding an inquiry but the person proposing to hold it may 

disqualify himself from holding it. I am going to assume for the purposes of this case that 

there was abundant reason for holding an inquiry.  I am not going to treat it in any way as a 

matter in issue whether the Minister had reasons for holding; the inquiry or not. I have no 

doubt he had good reasons. The question at issue is whether he was qualified "to hold an 

inquiry." Mr. Myers remarked that the publication of the affidavits could do no good. They 

might, however, prejudice plaintiff unfairly. He might point out that affidavits in answer 

might have been ' obtained from numbers of persons in the Wairarapa. As his Honour had 

said, it must be assumed that there were grounds for an inquiry '  

'WHOLLY IRRELEVANT.'' .< His Honour said as the affidavits were on the file he could 

not stop counsel reading them, but he had indicated that he thought they were wholly, 

irrelevant, and having regard to the nature of them he did not think they ought to be* read. "... 

lam not here to inquire whether Miss Park said these things or whether she did not. That is a 

matter for. the person holding the inquiry." Sir John Findlay said the observation from the 

Bench that the Court thought it improper that the affidavits should be read at once decided the 

matter. \ It was only right, however, that he should say, in view of the general effect of the 

proceedings, that the Minister was entitled to be cleared from the grave ' charge of pre-

determination or bias. His Honour remarked that the charge of bias was not a charge of an 

inquiry being held without just cause. There might be an absolutely good cause on the part of 

the Minister—absolute good faith on the part of the Minister; but a charge of bias was a 

technical objection made against an officer acting in a judicial position—an objection that 

disqualified him —of having predetermined case. It was not a charge of bad faith. It was 

purely a technical charge against him in his official position as a judicial officer. His Honour 

said he could not allow the present legal proceedings to degenerate into mutual accusations 

by Miss Park against the Minister, or the Minister against Miss Park. Sir John Findlay said 

his submission was that the affidavits would have disclosed such a condition of things as 

would make clear the. necessity for the Minister having the power which he claimed under 

section 161. He must, however, respectfully defer to his Honour's ruling. Continuing, Sir 

John Findlay maintained that the Minister had riot pre-determined this matter. All that the 



Minister wanted to do was this: He wanted to be able to answer to Parliament that he had had 

full inquiry made, and that inquiry had either absolved Miss Park from further 

disqualification or had placed upon record such a state of things as called upon him to 

exercise the power—if he had the power to suspend or cancel the certificate under the 

regulation in' question. That was the only purpose for instructing Mr. Thomson to make 

inquiry into' the matter. If the ruling of the Court had the effect of preventing a Minister 

having inquiries made so that he might exercise his discretion, it would greatly embarrass 

Ministers in the exercise of their duties and discretion. 

His Honour: "Is the inquiry a judicial inquiry? The Court is greatly embarrassed by the fact 

that there is no authentic commission or warrant to hold an inquiry." Sir John Findlay: "We 

say it is not an inquiry in any way known to law. It is a direction to an officer to go to the 

Wairarapa and find out the facts." His Honour: "Is it to be public?" 

Mr. Myers: "Yes." , ; • Some argument followed between counsel in reference to the nature 

of the inquiry, but his Honour pointed out that the Minister's words were "a full and public 

inquiry," Sir John Findlay offered to produce the original instructions to Mr. Thomson. •'*..' 

Mr. Myers j said the Minister would not be bound' by the report resulting from the inquiry. It 

was an inquiry in which evidence could not be taken on oath. Plainly, such an inquiry should 

not be a public inquiry. His Honour: "Unless all the parties were anxious to submit 

themselves to, actions for libel." His Honour reserved judgment. 

9
th

 June 1922 Mr. J. Foss, headmaster of the Carterton District High School,, and recently of 

the Eketahuna District High School, has been promoted to the headmastership of the Levin 

District High School, where he takes charge on 1st August 

23
rd

 June 1922 Mr. J. K. Eddie, of the Martinborough School, has been appointed to succeed 

Mr. R. J. Foss, who has been transferred to the Levin District High School, as headmaster of 

the  Carterton District High School. 

29
th

 June 1922 THE PARK CASE 

INJUNCTION AGAINST, MINISTER 

REGULATION ULTRA VIRES 

POWERS OP EDUCATION BOARDS 

JUDGMENT OF SUPREME COURT 

' In ;he Supreme Court; today, his Honour Mr. Justice Salmond  delivered a judgment in the 

case, Jean Gladys Parity of Carterton, schoolteacher (plaintiff against the Minister of 

Education (defendant). His Honour said:  plaintiff, being a teacher in the employment of the 

Wellington Education Board, seeks an injunction restraining the Minster of Education from 

cancelling or suspending the teacher's certificate, -which she holds under section 71 of the 

Education Act, 1914. This section provides that 'the board shall, in accordance with this Act 

and regulations thereunder, appoint teachers tori the schools under its control, but no person 

shall be eligible for appointment who does not produce such teacher's certificate or license to 

teach and such other certificates of fitness are required by regulation.' Section 161 .empowers 

the Governor-General to make regulations for the issue of certificates of competency to 

teachers. The regulations now in force in this behalf were made on 13th February, 1912, 

under the corresponding provisions of the repealed Education Act, 1908, but remain in 

operation for the purposes' of the Education  Act, 1914. Clause 58 of these regulations is in 

the following terms: 'The Minister of Education shall have power to cancel any certificate or 

license to teach if the holder of the certificate or license shall at any time be proved guilty of 

immoral conduct or gross misbehaviour within the meaning of the Education Act, 1908. He 

shall also have power for sufficient cause shown, to suspend any certificate or license to 

teach,'' for such period as he thinks fit.' CHARGES OF DISLOYALTY. "Certain charges of 

disloyalty and insubordination haying- been made against the plaintiff, the Wellington 

Education Board recently held an inquiry with a view to the suspension or dismissal of the 



plaintiff in the event of the charges being substantiated. The result of this inquiry was in the 

plaintiff's favour, and no further action was taken by the board. The Minister of Education, 

however. being dissatisfied with the methods and results of the board's investigation, 

proposes to institute a further inquiry 'inter the same or similar charges, with a, view to the 

the cancellation or suspension of the plaintiff's certificate in pursuance of the regulation to 

which I have referred.  

MINISTER'S POWERS QUESTIONED 'It is now contended on behalf of the plaintiff that 

the regulation is ultra vires, and that the Minister has therefore no power to suspend oi cancel 

a teacher's certificate. The question so raised is one of considerable importance, both- with 

respect to the security of tenure possessed by teachers in the public schools, and with respect 

to the autonomous authority of the education boards, as opposed to the Minister of Education, 

in the appointment, transfer, promotion and dismissal of their employees. "The Education 

Act, 1914, contains no express authority for the making of regulations for the cancellation or, 

suspension of certificates, nor does it contain any reference to such cancellation or 

suspension. Section 161 expressly authorises regulations for the issue of such certificates, but 

not for their suspension or cancellation. It is contended, however, ort behalf of the- Minister, ' 

that sufficient? authority for this purpose is conferred' by the final paragraph, of that section, 

which" authorises the Governor-General) to make regulations 'for any purposes which he 

thinks necessary in order to secure the due administration of this Act.'  

"Whether those general words are sufficient to authorise the regulation ' now in question 

depends on -whether a Ministerial power of suspending or cancelling teachers' certificates is 

consistent with the provisions and purposes of the Education Act itself as. to the status of 

teachers, and as to the -powers of the education boards. I am of opinion that it is inconsistent 

with those provisions and purposes, and that .the regulation in question is therefore ultra, 

vires and void.  

"Dealing, in the first place, -with the alleged power of suspension, it seems to be clear that no 

such thing as a suspended certificate is contemplated by the Act. Section 71, which is  the 

"only relevant provision, merely enacts that no person shall be eligible for appointment as a 

teacher in a public school who does not 'produce' (that is to say, hold) a teacher's certificate. 

A person on holding a certificate is described in the .same section as a, 'certificated teacher.. 

There are, therefore, only two alternatives. The applicant for appointment is either a 

certificated teacher or he is not. He either holds a certificate or he does not. There is no 

intermediate case contemplated of a certificated teacher whose certificate is suspended, and 

who is, therefore, temporarily disqualified for appointment. No such intermediate class of 

persons, therefore, can be constituted by regulations.  

CANCELLATION OF CERTIFICATE "Passing to the more important question of 

cancellation, I am of opinion that the whole scheme of the Education. Act, with respect to the 

appointment and tenure of teachers, and with respect to the powers of Education. Boards, 

necessitates the conclusion that the grant of a certificate confers upon the teacher a permanent 

status, of which he cannot be deprived by their Minister of Education. A teacher's certificate 

resembles in this respect a. degree, diploma, or certificate of proficiency granted by a 

university. By, the New Zealand University Act,, 1908, . I the Senate of that university is 

expressly empowered to grant such degrees, diplomas, and certificates. But iit cannot revoke 

its grant. Similarly the Education Act expressly 'authorises 1 the issue of certificates of 

competency^ but neither expressly nor impliedly authorises the revocation of certificates so 

issued.  

"NOT SERVANTS OF THE  CROWN." , The teachers of public schools tinder the 

Education Act, are not the servants of the Crown. The Minister or Department of Education 

has no authority in respect of the appointment, promotion, transfer, suspension or dismissal of 

such teachers. They are the servants of the Education Boards, and are appointed, promoted, 



transferred, suspended, or dismissed by those boards without any control on the part of the 

Minister or of the Department. The Education Act contains elaborate provisions designed to 

protect teachers against any arbitrary or unjust exercise of the powers of Education Boards in 

this respect. If any teacher is dismissed or suspended by a. board, he> has a right of appeal to 

the Teachers''  Court of Appeal, which may review the reinstatement of the applicant. He has 

the same right of appeal even against the determination of his employment by due notice. So 

also if the salary is reduced. So also if he is by the board-from one position" to. another. .. He 

has no right of 'appear from a refusal of the board to grant him promotion, but his interests m 

this respect are guarded by very elaborate provisions restricting the board's liberty of action 

in making appointments, and designed to secure for all teachers equality of opportunity for 

:;promotion. (See section 71 of the Education Act, 1914, and the successive of that section.);  

RIGHTS OF EDUCATION BOARDS. The supposition that the Minister of 'Education 

possesses the power of' cancelling a teacher's certificate is, I think, Inconsistent both with the 

rights of education boards and with the rights of teachers under this statutory scheme. If the 

Minister cancelled a certificate, what would be the resulting legal position of the teacher and 

of the board by which he was employed? The holding of a Certificate is ..not. made by the 

Act a condition precedent pf continued employment by the board. Section 71 provides merely 

that no person shall be eligible ' for appointment unless he holds a certificate. If, therefore, he 

has been already appointed while holding a certificate, he will not forfeit or lose his existing 

office even if his certificate is cancelled. But he .will become incapable of transfer to any 

other position either in the same school or in any other school, and either in the service of the 

same-board or in that of any other board. "For by section $1 (2)' it is enacted that the transfer 

of a teacher" from one position to another position is an appointment within the meaning of 

the Act. The holding of a certificate is therefore a condition precedent to an appointment by 

way of transfer no less than to an original appointment. It follows that a teacher whose 

certificate was cancelled would nevertheless Remain as of' right in the service of the board in 

the position which he , then held, with a right of appeal if the board dismissed him or 

terminated his service. The mere fact that he had lost his certificate would -not in. itself be a 

sufficient ground for such dismissal or determination, inasmuch as the Act does jiot make the 

continuance of the certificate a .condition of continuance of employment. The result of the 

cancellation would be that the board was prevented from exercising its statutory power of 

transferring, promoting, or reducing a teacher, and was compelled to retain that teacher in its 

service in the same position which he occupied when his certificate was cancelled. Similarly 

the teacher would be deprived by the uncontrolled action of the Minister of those 

opportunities of promotion which are so carefully protected by the 'Act against the arbitrary 

action of the education boards. I cannot think that the Legislature intended to authorise the 

making of regulations under which the Minister of Education would be empowered to create 

by the cancellation of certificates this anomalous class of uncertificated teachers who remain 

in the employment of a board, but who cannot be employed by any other board or even 

transferred by the same board from ono position to another, or from one school to another, 

whether by way of promotion, reduction, of otherwise. If they had intended that certificates 

should be capable "of- being revoked, it would have provided that the holding of » certificate 

was a continuing condition of employment, and that a teacher should remain in the education 

service only so Jong as he held a certificate. Such a provision would have avoided some of 

,the anomalies to which I have referred, but it would have constituted a serious derogation 

from the autonomous authority of the education boards, and would have conferred upon the 

Minister of Education a concurrent and rival power of dismissing or suspending the servants 

of those boards. It would also have seriously infringed upon the protection conferred upon 

teachers by, their right of' appeal against • dismissal or suspension. 'A successful applicant 

could have been deprived of the fruits of his victory by the cancellation of his certificate." His 



Honour then dealt with the question of the distinction between certificates and licenses to 

teach; and "the security of tenure conferred on teachers by the Education Act and the 

independent authority of Education Boards as against the Department of; Education." His 

Honour said: "The Education Act contains no that regulations made thereunder are to: have 

the same effect as if they were contained in the Act.' . . . lam of opinion accordingly that there 

is nothing in the Education Act .which .gives, conclusive validity to regulations purporting to 

be made under it. It is further contended on behalf of the Minister of Education that even if 

the regulation in question is ultra vires, and even if he has no power to cancel or suspend a 

teacher's certificate, an injunction cannot be obtained to restrain him from so acting in 

pursuance of the It is contended that in the ;/present case there is no such threatened •or 

continuing breach of duty, but merely an intent on the part of the Minister to cancel a 

certificate which he has no power to cancel and which therefore would remain in full force 

and effect none the less. It is contended that the proper remedy of the plaintiff is either to 

treat such cancellation as being the nullity , which it is, or to sue by writ or originating 

summons for a declaration to that effect ,and not.to move for an injunction under the 

summary procedure provided for by Rule 466.  

PROPOSED ACTION OF MINISTER  A NULLITY... .  "It is not necessary to determine 

Whether this argument as to the scope of the of injunction is, sound or not, for I think that the 

Act contemplated by the Minister would not.be a mere nullity but would amount to an 

actionable injury. The plaintiff has been charged with disloyalty and with gross misconduct in 

her office as a public school teacher. . The Minister intends to hold a. public inquiry;, into 

those charges, and he /intends, if the result of that inquiry is adverse to the plaintiff, to cancel 

or suspend her ,certificate_ and to publish the (fact of such cancellation and suspension. If, as 

I have held, the regulation under (which he proposes so to act .is ultra vires and void, the 

action so proposed by him would be not merely a nullity in respect of the plaintiff's 

certificate, but would, (constitute an actionable injury to the (plaintiff either as defamatory or 

at least. sis amounting to a false and injurious (statement made against her in respect of ih-er 

office without just cause or excuse. I think, therefore, that the plaintiff is entitled to seek the 

remedy of injunction, and is not bound to proceed by writ or originating summons for a mere, 

declaration as to the Minister's powers. "There will be an injunction restraining the Minister 

of Education from doing any act whereby he purports to cancel or suspend on the ground of 

immoral conduct or gross misbehaviour the certificate held by the plaintiff under the 

Education Act, 1914. At the hearing Mr. M. Myers appeared, (or plaintiff, and the Solicitor-

General (Mr. W. C. MacGregor. K.C., with him Sir John Findlay, K.C., and Mr. Hart, of 

Carterton. for the defendant. 

19
th

 July 1922 The following reference to district; high, schools is contained in the annual- 

report of the Wellington Education. Board:—"The average attendances for the year 1921 at 

the district high schools in the district were: —Carterton, 44; Eketahuna, 47; Greytown, 20; 

Hutt, 33; Levin, 39: Masterton, 100; Martinborough, 32; Pahiatua, 27; Petone, 39; total, 381. 

The board is of opinion that as soon as the financial conditions permit, the high schools at 

Lower Hutt and Masterton should be erected 

17
th

 May 1923 A M Brown resigns as teacher 

Owing to a sufficient attendance not being maintained in the secondary department at the 

Carterton D.H.S. to justify a grade D staff, Miss A. M. Brown, at -present grade 5 assistant, 

Featherston, has been permitted to withdraw her acceptance of the senior assistantship, and 

Miss Colquhoun, who is at present filling the position, is to continue at Carterton in lieu of 

transferring to the Featherston D.H.S. 

19
th

 July 1923 The average attendances for the year 1922 at the district high schools in the 

district were: Carterton 62, Eketahuna 53; Greytown 25, Hutt 45, Levin 62, Masterton 135 

(closed 31st January, 1923),  Martinborough 34, Pahiatua 37. Petone 54; total 507. . 



29
th

 August 1923 The marriage took place at Knox Church, Masterton, . recently between 

Miss Anne M. McLennan, of the Carterton School staff, and Mr. Thomas Clarke, headmaster 

of Clareville School. A large number of guests was present, as the couple are widely known 

throughout the Wairarapa 

20
th

 September 1923 Miss D Blyth resigns as assistant  

13
th

 November 1923 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee last night the 

headmaster reported a roll number of 342 in the primary department and 37 in the secondary. 

Mr. C. H. Olsen was appointed secondary assistant. Messrs.. J. W. Henderson and J. Preddy 

were appointed delegates to the school Library Committee 

 

Post 1923 
10

th
 April 1924 At a meeting of' the Carterton School Committee, held on Monday evening,' 

occasion was taken by the :chairman to. present the retiring secretary, the Rev. Mr. 

Perryman,- who is leaving for Foxton a pocket wallet ,as a token of esteem. 

6
th

 May 1924 A regrettable incident took place after the  election of the Carterton School 

Committee (states "The Post's" correspondent). when a member, Mr.  Henderson, complained 

of the insulting behaviour of a teacher towards members of the committee during the past two 

month,, because they had had occasion to deal with him In a discussion that followed 

between the chairman and the teacher in question, the latter called the chairman (Mr. 

Kitchen) a liar The chairman announced that he would report the incident to the board 

10
th

 September 1924 At a meeting of the  Carterton School Committee on Monday evening, 

the Education Board advised that the matter of making better provision for the incidental 

expenses of District High Schools had been brought under the notice of the Minister of 

Education, who had promised to have placed on the Estimates provision for additional and 

capitation allowance of 7s 6d per pupil, calculated upon_ the average attendance. It was 

mentioned that the Central Schools Library would this year provide history readers, in 

addition to the continuous reader, and it was hoped next year to include geographies. 

4
th

 February 1925 At a meeting of the Carterton School Committee, the headmaster reported 

that the average attendances for the December quarter, were: Primary 292 out of a roll 

number of 342, the daily average absentees numbering 50; iv the secondary, 35 on a roll 

number of 39. The attention o£ the board is to be directed to the urgent need for improved 

ventilation in some of the class-rooms of the new school. ' It is estimated that there will be 82 

pupils in standards 5 and 6, and 74 pupils in standards 1 and 2 

11
th

 May 1925 The capitation grant paid by the Wellington Education Board to the Carterton 

School Committee for the past year was £183 2s 2d, .which is used for residential purposes. 

The proposed 10 per cent, reduction will mean a difference of £18 6s (o the committee if 

given effect to. 

One of the difficulties that is being encountered in providing the Education. Board with the 

convincing facts for a central school for the younger pupils is the restricted area of the 

Carterton school district. The top end of the borough  at present is included in the Clareville 

school district, and the first move appears to be in the direction of having the whole of the 

borough declared a Carterton school district 

26
th

 June 1926 It is understood that Lyall Bay have extended an invitation to the Carterton 

school team to play in Wellington on 3rd July. Carterton have just taken up the game this 

year, and are playing good hockey. In a recent match against Dalefield —a school team of 

long standing—they were successful in securing the honours by three goals to one. 

31
st
 January 1935 The chairman of the Carterton School Committee has received word from 

the Wellington Education Board that Mr. H. Fawcett, of the Kaikorai School, Dunedin, has 



been appointed headmaster of the Carterton District High School in. succession to Mr. A. T. 

White, who retired at the end of last year on. superannuation. Mr. Fawcett will not take up his 

duties at Carterton - until March 1, and in the meantime Mr. J, S. Donald will be acting 

headmaster. 

24
th

 September 1936 When Mr. R. J. Foss retires at the end of the year from the position' of 

headmaster of the Leviri District High School he will have completed over 47 years in the 

service of the Wellington Education, Board 

Mr. Foss started as a pupil teacher at the Dalefield School: On May 6, 1889; From there he 

went to the Carterton School, and subsequently was transferred to the Otaki School, where; 

he remained until he was appointed headmaster at Waikanae. Before being ,appointed in 

August, 1922, to his present position, Mr. Foss was successively headmaster at Fernridge, 

Carterton, Korokoro West, Eketahuna,, and for another term at Carterton. 

30
th

 June 1937 Plans for the holding of a reunion of ex-pupils of the Carterton School, in 

conjunction with the borough jubilee and the opening of the new school, were set in train at 

an enthusiastic meeting held last night. Mr. R. P. Wakelin presided over an attendance of 

about 40. 

It was decided to organise a parade of all ex-pupils and present scholars from Carrington Park 

to the new school at 1 p.m. on Saturday, September 18. A dance is to be held in the evening, 

and on Sunday religious services are to be held at the school at 2 p.m.  

Various committees were set up to make arrangements, and judging by the enthusiasm shown 

at the meeting it is anticipated that a successful reunion will be held. 

1
st
 September 1937 The official opening of the new school will take place at Carterton on 

September 17, 18, and 19. Ex-pupils are invited to the celebrations which are to be held in 

conjunction with the jubilee of the borough. Particulars may be obtained from the hon. 

secretary, Mr. L. H. Sorensen, Box 20, Carterton 

20
th

 September 1937 Two new, schools of the open-air type were opened in the Wairarapa on 

Saturday by the Minister of Education, the Hon. P. Fraser, in the presence of a representative 

gathering of the public. In the morning Mr. Fraser opened the side school in Masterton East 

and in the afternoon opened the new Carterton School. 

Among those present were Mr. N. T. Lambourne, Director of Education, Mr. W. V. Dyer, 

chairman of the Wellington Education Board, and the Hon. W. E. Barnard, Speaker of the 

House of Representatives. 

 

 


