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Margaret Morgan was born in Auckland in 1862, daughter of James Rice Morgan and Ann 
nee Kitching. Her parents had married in Adelaide before setting up shop in Auckland where 
her father was in partnership with future MP Richard Moss in the Union Sash and Door 
Company. The family moved to Gisborne in the 1870's and in 1880 she was appointed pupil 
teacher. Interestingly here she taught under the name "Mary" which was her elder sisters 
name, strange as it may seem it was definitely her as the paper trail confirms it, she often 
referred to as such. She remained in this role until 1893 when she received a scholarship to 
Wellington training college, having ended the year as dux at Gisborne High, under the name 
"Emily" which she would often use.  
 "Next week Miss Emily Morgan, senior pupil teacher in the Gisborne School, will proceed to 
the Wellington Training College, to which institution she has earned, most deservedly, a 
valuable Scholarship. This is a twin Scholarship which was given to Miss Jennie Browne, 
some few weeks back. Miss Morgan is a young lady of exceptionally brilliant; parts. Her 
naturally live and powerful intellect, when it has matured, will enable her to rank as one who, 
by her natural ability, aided by some years of unceasing study, few of her age would be able 
to surpass. Miss Morgan almost immediately after her third year of service as a pupil teacher 
sat successfully as a full certificated teacher ; and although she is now under examination as a 
fourth year pupil teacher, this is no more than a mere formality required by the Education 
Board. In addition to her many acquirements Miss Morgan is acknowledged to be not only a 
very able teacher, but as having endeared herself to the children over whom she has held 
control, by unceasing and affectionate attention to them. On Friday last the teachers of the 
Gisborne School presented Miss Morgan with a costly gold and silver locket, the presentation 
being supplemented by a gift from the school children of a gold and silver bracelet. All to 
whom this very amiable young lady is known will accord their heartiest and sincerest wishes 
for her future success in life."  
 The following year she would also be dux of the Training College. Despite this she was not 
registered as a teacher whilst here in 1886 as she was teaching the teachers (aged only 22!) 
rather than children! She was appointed head female teacher at Blenheim in 1887, her first job 
as a teacher. She would remain here for 11 years, only resigning at the end of 1897 to marry. 
In Wellington in Jan 1898 she married 51 year old Hugh Heber Cholmondeley, a wealthy and 

1887 43 Blenheim Senior Boys Lucas  John Pearson 
 

Prime Master  £    300.00  

1887 104 Blenheim Girls Morgan  Margaret 
 

Head Female  £    162.00  
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1887 115 Blenheim Girls Bary  Mary 
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Male Probationer  £       50.00  

1887 170 Blenheim  Infants  Linton  Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1887 165 Blenheim  Infants  Roberts  Caroline 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1887 115 Blenheim Girls Logan  Lily  
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1887 165 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley  Annie 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1887 115 Blenheim Girls Huddlestone  Octavia 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1887 95 Blenheim Junior Boys Robinson  Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       16.00  



influential Canterbury runholder, from a cadet line of the Barons Delamare. The 
Cholmondeley’s (pronounced "Chumley") were intensely involved in the Canterbury 
Association and the settling of the province. Quite a catch! They would settle at his estate, 
"Vale Royal" in Port Levy. They would not have too long together however as Margaret died 
in Birmingham, England in 1911 of Appendicitis. The couple had had no children, despite a 
shared love for them, and in 1925 Hugh opened the Cholmondeley Home for Children in 
memory of his wife. This was donated as a gift to the province of Canterbury, and continues 
operation to this day, over 25,000 children having passed through its doors. 

Research by Grandson Sam 

11th January 1887 Miss Wrigley having resigned her position in the Borough Schools, Mr. 
Lucas was authorised to appoint a pupil teacher until the next meeting of the Board, 
The Board then considered the request of the Blenheim Committee for the appointment of a 
girls' Mistress to have sole charge. The Chairman suggested that, as Mr. F Henderson was 
absent, and as the Inspector (whom it was desirable to consult) would be down here in a short 
time, the whole subject should stand over, the teaching at the schools was going on 
satisfactorily. The Secretary said the Inspector would be here early in February. He attended 
so few meetings of the Board that it would be desirable to ask him specially to attend. Major 
Baillie said that it might be desirable to have a special meeting, whilst the Inspector was in 
the neighbourhood.  Held over till the next meeting 
1st February 1887 BOROUGH SCHOOL. Letter from the Committee enclosing another from 
Mr. Lucas stating that Miss Maud Lucas had not returned to her duties owing to illness; he 
therefore tendered her resignation, in order that the school might not suffer from a diminished 
staff. It was decided to defer the matter to the 10th inst., when the whole question of the 
teaching staff of the school would be fully discussed 
INFANT SCHOOL. Mr. Henderson wished to draw the attention of the Board to the 
overcrowded state of the Blenheim Infant School. The children were packed like herrings in a 
barrel." He had thought of bringing forward a notice that another school be built for the 
infants. He considered the matter was a serious one, as, owing to the hot weather, an 
epidemic might break out at any moment. He moved that at the next meeting, on the 10th 
inst., the Board take into consideration the supplying of increased school accommodation for 
the junior department of the Blenheim School. 
10th February 1887 The Chairman said that the Board wished to have the Inspector's opinion 
on the management of the Borough Schools generally, the teaching staff, and the 
accommodation in the Infant's School. There was a letter from the School Committee asking 
the Board to call for applications for a Head Mistress, to have solo charge of the Girls' 
Department.  
Mr. Ward thought Mr. Hodgson's visit grew out, in some measure, of the Lucas Harding 
affair, and the charges investigated by the Committee.  
The Chairman said the main point was the direct request of the Committee for entire 
separation of the sexes, involving necessarily a separate building.  
Mr. Henderson said the girls and boys were being taught together by Mr. Lucas in the fifth 
and sixth standards. The first question was— should that arrangement be continued? 
The Chairman called on Mr. Hodgson for an explanation on the various points.  
Mr. Hodgson said that in justice to the Board and to himself he thought it better to put his 
views in writing. He then read the following statement February 10th, 1887.  
Suggestions as to the future organisation of the Borough Schools.  
I am of opinion that in a largo mixed school where many teachers’ of all grades and both 
sexes are employed, it is desirable to have one responsible head, and that head a master. Is 
will probably suffice to adduce two out of several reasons that occur to me. As a rule —an 



exceptions may here be left out of account men are better organisers than women. It would 
not be considered prudent to set a woman, even if she had undergone the necessary 
preliminary training, at the head of a commercial or manufacturing establishment. But some 
of the qualities required in a captain of industry, such as organising power, fixity o£ purpose, 
and the faculty of control are precisely those which are looked for in the principal' of a large 
school. Again, so far as my own experience goes, I have found that, where the supreme 
control is vested in a master, women work better under him than they do under one of their 
own sex, recognising instinctively it may be their own deficiency in some or all of the special 
qualifications I have enumerated.  
I recommend then, that the Borough Schools be presided over by a head master, as at present, 
and that an assistant mistress be appointed, competent to teach the Fifth and Sixth Standard 
girls, under the direction of the headmaster. There appears to be no question of any change in 
the organisation of the several divisions of the boy’s and girl’s schools or in that of the Infant 
School. 
The apportioning of the work among the several teachers is however, quite a distinct matter 
from the organisation 
If an education were limited to proficiency in such matters as arithmetic and grammar it 
would be difficult to assign good reasons for making any change in the existing 
arrangements. But if the bringing up of model and gentle-mannered girls is to enter largely, 
as I believe it ought, into any complete scheme of public education, then I cannot think that 
the massing together in the same room and in the same class of large numbers of boys and 
girls of between 13 and 16 years of age is the most likely way to bring about such a result.  
Without anticipating any serious danger to morals, it is almost inevitable that, even under the 
supervision of the moat watchful master a certain roughening of the manners of the girls, 
must be brought about by constant association with boys, some of whom neither bring to the 
classroom at the outset, nor take away from it at the close of their school career, much 
refinement;  
It is not, however, inconsistent with this view of the matter to say that there seems to be no 
good reason why occasional collective lessons on each subjects as the head master may be 
specially qualified to teach should  not be given to the more advanced scholars of both sexes. 
But with this exception, the education of the older girls ought, I think, to be carried on in a 
separate room by the assistant mistress, with the advice and under the supervision of the head 
master.  
In large schools, to which alone these remarks are practically applicable, there would be little 
if any, waste of teaching power, under the system that I recommend, as the institution of the 
Fifth and Sixth Standard boys, together with the general supervision of the different 
departments of the Borough schools would give quite enough work for the most energetic 
master.  
W. C. Hodgson. 
Mr. Conolly asked if it were not a fact that at the Nelson Schools the sexes were entirely 
distinct. Had the Head Master any control over the girls? 
 Mr. Hodgson said the sexes were quite distinct, and the system, though rather costly, worked 
well. The increased cost was in the difference between the salary of a Head Mistress and an 
assistant Mistress.  
Mr. Ward thought the difference of cost in Blenheim could be easily worked out.  
Mr. Hodgson said the separate system in Nelson worked exceedingly well. The infants were 
separated entirely. There were about 250 in each of the boys' and girls' schools. There had 
been quarrels between the best Head Mistress they had in Nelson and her subordinates. If 
there had been a Head Master the result would have been different.  



Mr. Conolly regretted that Mr. Parker had not yet arrived, as he had a proposition to make in 
favour of renting, at small cost, a suitable building for a Girls' School.  
The Chairman asked if the sexes could be separated in the present building,  
Mr. Hodgson Oh Yes, It. was done before. There is plenty of room,  
Mr. Henderson heartily approved Mr. Hodgson’s suggestion, and, as the Board was situated, 
they were the only way to meet the case at present. The Board was not in a position to set up 
a wholly distinct building as a Girls’ school, as they had plenty of schoolroom 
accommodation at present. Mr. Hodgson’s plan would sufficiently separate the bigger girls. It 
would satisfy everybody except the few who technically thought the Mistress should be 
entirely free from the control of the Head Master, 
He Moved “That the recommendation of Mr. Hodgson with reference to the organisation of 
the Borough Schools be approved and acted on by this Board” 
Major Baillie seconded the motion.  
The  Chairman suggested that information should be got from the Inspector as to the latter 
question 
Mr. Henderson said that Major Baillie, Mr. Ward, and himself had gone over the Schools, 
and found the  two Infant rooms overcrowded, hot, and uncomfortable, with 226 children in 
them. Taking a minimum space of 8 square feet of flooring for every child, the two rooms 
had only accommodation for 165. 
Mr. Hodgson had nothing to add to what he had written before. He thought it was a question 
of funds, it was notorious that the infant schools were overcrowded. There would be no 
difficulty in adding to the building by lengthening it or otherwise. He had frequently referred 
to the matter in his reports. 
Mr. Ward asked whether the Committee had no voice in this matter. He thought they ought to 
be consulted. It had never been the practice of the Board to override Committees, but to try 
and work with them as much as possible. 
Mr. Hutcheson said that all be wished was that the mistress of the girls should not be 
unnecessarily interfered with by Mr. Lucas. Although he voted on the former occasion for the 
appointment of a Head Mistress with sole control of the girls, he was inclined to be content 
with the present proposition. If the Board had a little more money  be would rather go in for a 
separate school, so that Mr. Lucas would have nothing whatever to do with the girls' 
Mistress. 
Mr. Conolly could not vote for the motion, which would simply keep up the system which 
had been going on for a long time. The Assistant Mistress would be still left in the doubtful 
position of not knowing whether she had the control of the girls or not. If it was undesirable 
that the girls should be in the same school as the boys, he could not see anything to be gained 
by the Master having any control over the Girls' School. He pointed to the success of the 
separate schools in Nelson, where the Head master had nothing to do with the girls, and said 
that Mr. Hodgson's proposition was evidently a compromise on the ground that the Board had 
not sufficient: funds. It was clear that the Board was paying the Head Master a much larger 
salary than was paid in any other school, simply because he was supposed to have control of 
400 children. If, roughly speaking, they took away 100 girls  and thereby diminished his 
control, it was obvious that the reason for paying the same amount of salary would no longer 
exist. If they separated the children as proposed by Mr. Hodgson, it was quite evident that the 
Assistant Mistress would be quite competent, to teach up to the sixth standard, and therefore, 
would 
Have to pay a larger salary than if she only taught up to the fourth. Things would equalise 
themselves. A larger salary would be paid to the Head Mistress. Things would equalise 
themselves. A larger salary would be paid to the Head Mistress and a smaller one to the Head 
Master. Incidentally Mr. Conolly considered the Board was treating the smaller schools 



properly. The children in those schools ought to be taught in the higher subjects have which 
they have not the slightest chance of at present the opportunity of competing for scholarships. 
It was quite the exception to find children passing the sixth Standard  in small schools. The 
separation of the sexes in the Borough Schools was a mere question of money and he 
suggested how the matter could be worked out. Mr. Hodgson’s proposed compromise would 
be unsatisfactory to all parties. 
Mr. Henderson asked  what children Mr. Conolly would put under the Head Mistress. 
Mt Conolly From the second standard upwards.  
The Chairman said the matter resolved itself entirely into the question of expense. The 
difficulty was not so much in the salaries as in the accommodation. If the upper girls’ were 
taken from the present building, it would be from a place it was acknowledged there was 
plenty of room. If the sexes were separated altogether, then a building of such magnitude 
would be wanted that the board could not entertain the idea for a minute. If a building was 
rented alterations would be required. The alternative as to have a Head Mistress in the same 
building as asked for by the Committee. He did not believe in having two heads in the same 
building. The Board were not doing anything now to last for all time and the example of the 
Nelson schools  might possibly be found convenient to follow when the board had the means 
by and by. But in the present status of the schools and state of the funds he was satisfied the 
Inspector’s suggestions were the best. 
Mr. Lambert contended that if the separation of the sexes answered well is Nelson, it would 
do so here. Mr. Hodgson's compromise would have the same bad effects and evil influences 
as had existed in the past. They had had experiences that although a Head Master had been at 
variance, so that the difficulty about teachers not agreeing had not been obviated by the 
system Mr. Hodgson wished to continue in Blenheim. Any future girls' teacher would be 
liable to be  in the same position  as the unfortunate victim whose case had been so recently 
before them. If the assistant mistress  was capable to teach the 5th and 6th standards, the head 
Master's control would only be unnecessary interference, and might become detestable  
espionage, injurious to teachers and children alike. Another building could be hired at small 
expense, so that the girls could be entirely separated and the risk of contamination and injury 
to morals would be avoided Major Baillie supported the motion, on the ground that the Board 
was not in a position to provide a separate girls' School.  
Mr. Parker said that the Wesleyan School should be had at €20 a year and  was quite capable 
of holding all the girls' standards that were likely to go to school  for the next two years. Of 
his own personal knowledge he knew girls who were not going to the Borough Schools in 
consequence of the sexes not being separated, and of others who were being sent to private 
schools  for the same reason. There was no difficulty in separating the sexes, and every 
member of the Board seemed to be in favor of it though some were deterred on the ground of 
expense. In reply to Mr. Conolly, Mr. Parker said the Wesleyan  schoolroom  had 200 
children on Sundays.  
Mr. Hutcheson Supposing Mr. Henderson's motion is carried, will the Board advertise simply 
for an Assistant Mistress  
The Chairman-of course.  
Mr. Hutcheson —Then I cannot vote for the motion, unless a qualification be added to it to 
secure the Mistress from the Head Master's control.  
Mr.  Henderson replied, and said  that difficulties could arise in the future, as the Assistant 
Mistress would understand her position from the very first. He admitted that when Blenheim 
grew sufficiently large it would be desirable to have a, spate Girls; School entirely.  
Mr. Henderson's motion in favor adopting the inspector’s recommendation was put and lost 
on the voices. No division was called  for. 



Mr. Conolly then moved. That a Head Mistress be advertised be advertised for to have sole 
control of the girls’ school at a salary of £180 per annum   
Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  
Mr. Parker mentioned that the Wesleyan School measured 60 x 25 feet  (18. 2 Metres x 7.6 
metres)  
Mr. Henderson Which would give accommodation for 150 children  
Mr. Hodson said that to make the thing complete the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th. 6th. standard girls 
would go to the separate school, leaving the infants and boys where they are. 
Mr. Ward Quito so. The scheme will work without the slightest difficulty.  
Mr. Conolly said he was prepared to give notice of motion for the next meeting that the 
Borough School salaries be re-adjusted to meet the new system,  
Mr. Conolly's motion was carried unanimously.  
The Inspector, replying to the Chairman, said that the Head Mistress would require one 
assistant and one pupil teacher. The boys' and infants' Departments could be left as they were. 
Mr. Conolly explained that, on the motion to readjust the salaries, of which he had given 
notice, he proposed to reduce Mr. Lucas' salary.  
Mr. Henderson moved that plans and specifications be prepared for an addition to the west 
end of the Infants' schoolroom, to be submitted to the next meeting of the Board. Mr. Parker 
seconded the motion. Carried unanimously. 
Mr. Lambert raised a discussion as to the excessive variety of books in use in the 
Marlborough schools.  
Mr. Hodgson agreed to send a list of the books in use in Nelson, and their prices.  
The Chairman said that, for the first time, the Board was assessed for Borough rates on the 
Teacher’s residence. It was an important question, as it affected all the residences throughout 
the district. Resolved that a legal opinion be obtained as to the Board's liability.  
The Board then adjourned 
1st March 1887 Mr. Douslin, the Board's Architect, attended to submit a plan showing 
proposed extensions to the Infant's School. The additional building did not follow the lines of 
the old one, but resembled the Tua Marin School. It would accommodate 90 children, and 
would be raised a foot above the present building. Considerable discussion took place as to 
the Board's ways and means, it being stated that the building fund for the year amounted to 
only £400, and the proposed work would cost; £300. The Chairman pointed out that the 
country schools had to be considered. There was the Endeavor Inlet School which the Board 
had decided to build. Mr. Conolly complained of the expensive and ornamental character of 
the Marlborough Schools. At Tua Marina there was a cupola arrangement which he was told 
cost £70. The Chairman quite concurred. It was absurd to overload wooden buildings in that 
style. The Board then conferred with Mr. Douslin as to whether an extension could not be 
made to the School, similar to the Springlands School. Resolved, That the architect design a 
building to accommodate a similar number of children, at a cost not exceeding £150 and that 
tenders be called by the next meeting 
Mr. Conolly, who had given notice of motion in favor of re-arranging salaries at the Borough 
Schools, said that he had since come to the conclusion that it would be unfair and desirable to 
reduce the present Head Master's salary. He intimated, however, that in the event of any 
future Head Master being appointed he should move for a redaction, as there was no earthly 
reason why Mr. Lucas should have £300 a year, and other Head Masters £20 and downwards. 
Nominally, no doubt, Mr. Lucas had charge of the Infant School, but it was absurd to suppose 
that he was really so, and nobody would think of holding him responsible for h. The girls' 
school was about to be taken from him, and, therefore unless the Head Teacher of the 
Borough Schools was to be a pet of the Board, he could not see why his salary should be 
more than that of the teachers at Havelock, Picton, or Renwick. But, considering that Mr. 



Lucas had been brought from a distance, and other circumstances into which he would not 
enter, he did not propose to reduce his salary. -As to the other salaries, he had nothing to say 
provided it was not proposed to increase the salaries of the staff. He moved, therefore, that 
the staff of the Borough Schools, with the addition of a pupil teacher in the Girl's School, is 
sufficient. Mr. Parker considered that the Head Mistress of the Girls' School should have the 
fee for teaching her own pupil teacher. Mr. Henderson took a different view, and thought Mr. 
Lucas should have the money- Mr. Lambert regretted that the Board was not going in for 
economy at the Borough Schools. It was only reasonable and proper tint Mr. Lucas should be 
paid in proportion to the children he had charge of. The average salaries to head teachers 
throughout the Colony was £222. When Mr. Lucas' salary was raised from £264 to £300 it 
was on grounds that— unreasonable at the time no longer existed, and his salary was out of 
all proportion to that of other schools. It ought' therefore, to be replaced at £264, which, with 
a. house, was equal to £300 a year. He (Mr. Lambert) was astounded at Mr. Conolly 
withdrawing his motion, after he had himself given such excellent reasons in its favor, and be 
could not see why teachers, of all classes, should be exempt from reductions in times of 
depression. As an amendment he moved that Mr. Lucas' salary be reduced to £264. The 
amendment was not seconded. Mr. Conolly's motion was carried.  
APPLICATIONS. The Board considered applications for the Head Mistressship of the 
Borough Schools, and for the teachership of the Kaituna Schools. It was stated there were 
about 30 for each. The Board decided not to open them at this meeting, but to send them on 
to the' Committees, with instructions to consider only certificated applicants. Resolved, That 
the Board meet a fortnight hence to consider the Committees' reports 
15th March 1887 A Letter was received from the Borough School Committee  recommending 
that Miss Margaret Morgan, at present a mistress in the Normal School, Wellington be 
appointed to the Girls' School. The Board appointed her accordingly 
2nd April 1887 Tenders will be received until MONDAY, April 4th, for— Addition to Infant 
School, Blenheim 
5th April 1887 MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL  
Mr. Inspector Hodgson's annual report on the Marlborough schools was laid on the table at 
the  Education Board to-day.  
BLENHEIM BOYS AND GIRLS. Mr. Lucas. Present, 66 on roll, 66 The outcome of this 
year's examination may be summed up in a few words. During the last nine months I have 
examined above a hundred schools in the Nelson and Marlborough districts, but have found 
in this division the best all round work that I have yet tested. One boy only failed, in a single 
subject. It is all the more creditable that results so exceptionally good should have been 
produced in. spite of the excessively large number of scholars at present under the sole charge 
of the head master, to say nothing of other troubles which might well have  excused a 
considerable falling off in the performances of the scholars. It is noticeable that the arithmetic 
of the girls was at least as good as that of the boys, their reading being decidedly better.  
BLENHEIM BOYS. Lower Division. Mr. Ogilvie and a pupil-teacher. Present  103 on roll 
106. The work of. Teaching the three numerous classes comprising this division has evidently 
tasked to the utmost the energies of the assistant master and his pupil-teacher. There were, 
however, no more than eight failures among more than, a hundred boys. The Arithmetic was 
good in every Standard- that of the Third Standard scholars being excellent. The Reading of 
the Third and Fourth Standard boys was indifferent, while that of the boys who took up the 
Second Standard was, singularly enough, much better than that of the girls of like standing in. 
the adjoining room. I regret to have to add that the boys in this division also surpassed their 
neighbours of the opposite sex in point of orderliness.  
BLENHEIM GIRLS— Lower Division. Miss Bary and a pupil teacher. Present, 95 on roll, 
98. Although the formerly exceptionally numerous teaching staff of this division, which 



consisted of three certificated teachers, has been lately reduced to one certificated teacher and 
a pupil teacher, the performances of the Third and Fourth Standard scholars compare 
favourably with those of the same Standards at the preceding examination. When it is 
remembered that the sixty girls included in these two classes are now being taught entirely by 
a young assistant, the fact that there was not a single failure in the Third, and no more than 
four in the Fourth Standard, speaks well for her zeal and capacity. It is clear, however, that 
the charge of the numerous Second Standard girls cannot longer be safely entrusted to a 
comparatively inexperienced pupil teacher. The work of this class  was generally 
unsatisfactory.  
BLENHEIM JUNIORS. Miss Crawford and three pupil-teachers. Present, 255 on roll, 272. 
There was only one failure among the sixty-four candidates for the First Standard. The 
quality of the work was generally much better than  that of last year. Great pains had 
evidently been taken with the indifferent reading and spelling that were found fault with on a 
former occasion. Few of the scholars now stumble in  their reading; they mind their stops; 
and read as if they fully understood the sense of the passage before them, which is more than 
could have been truthfully said a year ago. As the much-needed addition to the overcrowded 
school-rooms had not been begun when the examination took. place, the progress that has 
been made in spite of exceptional difficulties reflects all the more credit on the teachers.  
6th April 1887 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Letter from Miss Morgan, who was 
recently appointed Mistress of the Blenheim Girls' School, stating that she could not 
commence her duties until Easter.  
Letter from the Chairman of the Committee enclosing a letter and plan from Mr. Lucas 
requesting certain alterations to the girls’ school, and the appointment of two pupil teachers. 
He stated that the attendance during the past month had been larger than ever before, reaching 
460. Further accommodation was urgently needed. Resolved, That tenders be invited for the 
alterations, such tenders to he sent in by Saturday at noon. Messrs Henderson, Hutcheson, 
and Parker were appointed a committee to open and accept tenders.  
Letter from Mr. Lucas stating that Annie Wrigley had filled the position of pupil teacher 
rendered vacant by her sister's resignation. Several applications for pupil teacherships were 
also received. Resolved, That the appointment of Miss Annie Wrigley be confirmed. After 
some discussion Mr. Lambert moved that the question of additional appointments be 
postponed until the next meeting. This was seconded by Mr. Ward and carried 
ENDERS. The following tender for additions to the Borough School was accepted Logan 
(building 36 feet  (10.97 metres)long, Rimu), £142 
7th April 1887 Blenheim, for Alterations. to the Blenheim School partitions. Specifications 
may be seen at the Office of W, Douslin, Esq., Architect 
19th April 1887 Borough Schools. — The alterations to the Borough Schools not having been 
completed, school duties will not be resumed till Monday next. 
26th April 1887 SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The result of last night's election for the Borough School Committee was the return of five 
members of the retiring Committee, with Messrs James E. Hodson and James T. Robinson in 
place of Mr. Healy, who would not stand again, and Mr. R. W. Parker, who was low down on 
the poll. The retirement of Mr. Healy is much to be regretted, though, with his pressure of 
business, it is not unreasonable after five years' service. He was a just and able Chairman, 
who did his best, during a stormy period of the School's history, to hold the balance, fairly. 
The heart tribute to the ability and economy with which he conducted affairs was to be found 
in the large balance which he was able to hand to his successors. We can only express a hope 
that the new Committee will take as deep an interest in the Schools, give them as much 
personal attention, and act as justly as the late Chairman did.  



26th April 1887 The annual meeting oi householders of Blenheim tor the election of a School 
Committee took place last night in the Lower Boys' Schoolroom. Mr. George Henderson (as 
a member of the Education Board), took the chair, and about 50 persons were present. The 
Chairman of the retiring Committee read the following report for the past year  
"Your Committee, in presenting their Annual Report, have to congratulate the householders 
on the satisfactory condition of the Blenheim Borough Schools. In the early part of the year a 
deputation from Springlands waited on the Committee, asking them to recommend to the 
Education Board the erection of a school in or near the Springlands district, stating that a 
private school had been opened, and was attended by 32 children and that the numbers who 
would attend a public school, if opened in the district, would be, much larger. -.The. 
Committee fully approved of the advisability of opening a school in that district, and a sub-
committee was appointed to visit Springlands and report on a suitable site, the probable cost 
of same, and the number of children who would attend a school if established. The result of 
their report was that the Committee recommended to the Education Board the advisability of 
opening a school in that district and the Committee are happy to state that a school has been 
erected, and Springlands made a separate school district. The school is well attended, and 
good work being done by the mistress, Miss Stratford. The Committee regret to say that in 
the early part of the year a dispute occurred between the Chairman, Mr. James T. Robinson, 
and the other members of the Committee, upon what they considered a privileged 
communication. In the Inspector's report of the examination of 1886, his report of the fourth 
standard girls, under the .tuition o Miss Harding, was anything but satisfactory, and the 
Committee passed a resolution to the effect that Misa Harding be written to and asked to 
explain the cause of so many failures in the fourth standard girls, and that Mr. Lucas be also 
written to asking him to give his .opinion relative to the teaching in the girls department. At a 
committee meeting held on the 27th May, 1886, a letter was handed in to the Committee from 
Miss Harding containing a reply, to the Committee's resolution, which the Chairman declined 
to read, as being in his opinion irregular, contending that all communications from, any of the 
under teachers to the Committee through the Head Master. The Committee were of a 
different opinion in this case, as it was intended Miss Harding explanation should come direct 
to them. In consequence of such misunderstanding, Mr. Robinson resigned his position as 
Committeeman. Mr. W. Nosworthy resigned on the ground of other engagements, 
consequently there were two vacancies on the Committee. The Committee appointed Mr. R. 
W, Parker and Mr. John Renfrew to fill the vacancies, those gentlemen being the next highest 
on the poll Your Committee have long been of opinion that the time had arrived when it is 
desirable there should be a separate school for the girls under the management of a competent 
Head Mistress who should have the sole charge of the girls department, such Mistress; to be 
held wholly responsible for the proper carrying out of schoolwork.  For that end the 
Committee recommended to the Board the erection of a new school for the girls, and the 
appointment of a Head Mistress. The Board could not see its way to the erection of a new 
school at present for want of funds, but consented to appoint a Head Mistress to have sole 
charge of the girls department, as recommended by the Committee, and Miss Margaret 
Morgan of the Wellington College has been appointed to that position. The Committee are 
happy to state, that although they were not successful in getting a separate school for the 
girls, that acting on the suggestions of the Head Master, two partitions have been put up in 
the present building which will make it quite suitable for present requirements. In conclusion 
we have to congratulate the householders on the very satisfactory working of the schools 
under our energetic and painstaking  staff of teachers, and we feel that much credit is due to 
the Head Master for the success which attends our schools, two of the pupils gaining 
scholarships, and at the Inspector’s recent examination, his report was most satisfactory. 
Attached is the balance sheet for year shewing receipts and expenditure."  



The Balance Sheet was also read by Mr. Healy. It shewed that the Committee started on the 
1st of January 1886 with a balance in hand of £34 14s 4d, and on the 25th April 1887 had a 
balance at the Bank of £38 1s 10d.  
Mr. Healy moved that the Report and Balance Sheet be adopted.  
Mr. Carvell seconded the motion.  
The Chairman considered the report highly satisfactory, especially considering the balance 
carried forward.  
No one made any other remarks, and the motion was carried unanimously.  
The following gentlemen were nominated for the new Committee Messrs R. W. Parker, 
Renfrew, Falconer, Birch, H. Jellyman, James E. Hodson, Aston and R. Register.  
Mr. James T. Robinson was nominated but declined to be a candidate, as, after what had 
occurred during the past year, he would not sit with the first five gentlemen nominated, as 
they had been his former colleagues,  
Messrs Macey, Healey, Fowler, Dixon, P Cross, Gillespie, and Tunnicliffe, were proposed, 
but declined to stand. After further persuasion Mr. James T. Robinson consented to stand, 
whereupon Mr. Macey agreed to do so also.  
The ten names were put to the ballot, with the following result Falconer 100, Renfrew 87, 
Birch 85, Macey 77, Hodson 65, Jellyman 65, Robinson 65, Aston 50, Parker 41, Register 39.  
The first seven gentlemen were declared duly elected.  
The customary compliment to the Chairman concluded the proceedings. The number of 
voters who polled was 99. The poll was kept open till 10 o clock and a considerable number 
came in to vote towards the end of the meeting,  
After the meeting, the newly-elected .Committee assembled, Mr. James T Robinson 
occupying the chair. Mr. Robinson moved that Mr. Hodson be appointed chairman for the 
ensuing year. Mr. Hodson declined, and said he considered that Mr. Falconer should be 
chairman, as  he had been returned at the head of the poll. He proposed Mr. Falconer 
accordingly. Mr. Renfrew proposed Mr. Birch. On a division, Mr. Birch was elected by 3 to 
2. Ayes -.—Messrs Renfrew Macey and Robinson; noes, Messrs Hodson and Jellyman. The 
two candidates did not vote. The meeting then adjourned, to be called together again by 
circular. 
29th April 1887 The monthly meeting of the Borough School Committee took place last night, 
Mr. Birch (Chairman) and all the other members were present. The average attendance for 
April in the boys and infants' schools was reported to be 315, and in the girl's school 125. A 
request from the girls' mistress to have a curtain substituted for a wooden petition was 
referred to Messrs Hodson and Macey, who were appointed Visiting Committee for the 
ensuing month, 
29th April 1887 Borough School. Tenders are invited till Monday, May 2nd for  Supplying 
nine cords of Dry Matai 2 feet lengths, and six tons of Collingwood Coal both, to be stacked 
in School Shed, and delivered in such quantities as the Chairman may desire. For further 
particulars, supply to F. BIRCH. Chairman School Committee 
7th June 1887 Application from the Committee for the appointment of an additional pupil 
teacher in the boys and one in the girls department. Mr. Lambert said the consideration of the 
matter had been postponed until the completion of the infant school building. It was decided 
to defer the matter until the next meeting, in the meantime the School Committee to be asked 
to furnish, the Board with the number of children taught by each teacher. 
2nd September 1887 Blenheim School Committee. — The usual monthly meeting was held 
last night. Present— Messrs Birch (chairman), Jellyman, Hodson, Renfrew, and Robinson. A 
letter was read from the Head Master, stating that the average attendance was 313. Mr. Lucas 
also drew attention to the state of the well, and, Messrs Robinson and Renfrew were 
authorised to procure pumps. A letter was read from Mr. W. Nosworthy, stating that he had 



paid into the Bank to the credit of the Committee £2 2s 10d, which he had received from Mr. 
Pirani. The Committee decided to acknowledge the letter, with thanks.  
Mr. Renfrew, on behalf of the Visiting Committee, reported that a black-board was required 
in Miss Crawford's school, and that some dusters were wanted by Miss Morgan. Mr. Renfrew 
stated that several complaints had been made against one of the pupil teachers for corporal 
punishment. The Visiting Committee were empowered to inquire into the charge, and were 
requested to draw the Head Master's attention to the complaints which had been made.  
Messrs Robinson and Jellyman were appointed a Visiting Committee for the ensuing month. 
30th September 1887 The usual monthly meeting of the School Committee wag held last 
night. Mr. De Castro wrote, offering the old bell belonging to the Church of the Nativity for 
£4, which was accepted. 
 Mr. Joseph Aston wrote, claiming the vacancy caused through the resignation if Mr. 
Falconer, as he was the next highest on the list but the consideration of the letter was deferred 
till next meeting, Mr. Lucas, the Head Master, pointed out he unsatisfactory condition of the 
school well, and stated that about the 10th of the month, between 6 p.in. and 8 a.in. some 
person wantonly broke three panes of glass in the school windows. Miss Morgan reported 
that the average attendance at the Girls' School for the month of September was 104. Messrs 
Hodson and Macey were appointed Visiting Committee for the ensuing  month. It was 
resolved that the Chairman should interview Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan re an account for a 
ream of printing paper. 
5th October 1887 BLENHEIM SCHOOL. Mr. F. Birch, Chairman of the Blenheim Borough 
Schools, wrote, stating that the bell had been broken, and that they had an offer of a ball 
which had been used at the Church of the Nativity for £. Mr. Parker said he had heard that the 
bell had been wilfully destroyed by boys throwing stores at it. He proposed that £4 be given 
to the Committee, but that they should be requested to make inquiries as to how the old bell 
had been destroyed 
21st November 1887 PICTON SCHOOL V. BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
A cricket match was played on Saturday in McCullum’s paddock between teams from, the 
Picton  and Blenheim Borough Schools, and excited considerable interest. The Picton boys, 
who were first at the wickets, only managed to score 12 runs in their first innings, but they 
were in much better  form in their second innings, when they put 71 together, Esson  
contributing 18, and Conolly 16. The Blenheim boys only managed to score 11 in their first, 
and 23 in their second innings, so that the visitors had a pretty easy victory, Mr. Allen 
umpired for Picton, and Mr. Simpson for Blenheim. It was generally noticed that the bowling 
was much superior to the tatting, bat the length and weight  of the willow must be held 
accountable to some extent for the low batting averages. In their first innings no less than six 
of the Blenheim boys went out for duck's eggs, Baillie proved a very formidable bowler. He 
is a colt the Picton Club would do well to look after. After the match the visitors wore 
entertained at lunch at the Club Hotel, and the best of good fellowship prevailed throughout 
the  whole day.  
7th December 1887 BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Mr. W. Douslin, architect to the Board, 
wrote:— "ln accordance with your instructions, I have the honour to submit a plan for the 
drainage of the back of the Borough Schools, and some alterations in the downpipes. The 
Corporation has recently been raising the footpath and the road at the back of the school, and 
it is now considerably above the level of the school ground, which renders it impossible for 
the water to get away. I have also prepared a complete specification of wh.t is required The 
estimated cost is £31  
Mr. Paul thought they might bay some pipes cheaply from the Spring Creek Road Board, 
which was taking them up, as they were not found to answer. Was there not a danger of the 
pipes getting blocked up?  



Mr. Douslin (who was present) said they were the  same as those used in town. Mr. Paul said 
the ground cost the Board no end of money. He believed the pipes would get choked in 
twelve months. Mr. Henderson: How much would it take to raise the ground, higher than the 
outside ground  
Mr. Douslin: About £5. But I have provided for the drainage of all the rainwater which 
cornea off  the roof. There is no better material than tile-drains  
Mr. Ward: If there is a gum-tree any way near, it will find the pipe out.  
Mr. Paul: So would willows and poplars.  
Mr. Ward: If £5 would fill it up, so that it would drain itself, that would be the best.  
The Chairman read the specifications, stating that the £31 provided for a supply of gravel all 
round the ground from the Taylor River, the overhauling of the spouting, and the supply of 
some galvanised pump. The consideration of the drainage and overhauling of the spouting 
was postponed, on the motion of Ms Ward, several members remarking that the summer 
months were now at hand but it was decided, on Mr. Ward's motion, that £5 should be spent 
in gravelling, under the supervision of the architect 

1888 
1888 49 Blenheim Senior Boys Lucas John Pearson 

 
Prime Master  £    300.00  

1888 115 Blenheim Girls Morgan Mary 
 

Head Female  £    210.00  

1888 106 Blenheim Junior Boys Ogilvie Charles A 
 

Deputy Master  £    162.00  

1888 165 Blenheim  Infants  Crawford Mary 
 

Deputy Female  £    120.00  

1888 49 Blenheim Senior Boys Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £       70.00  

1888 115 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       60.00  

1888 165 Blenheim  Infants  Roberts Caroline 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1888 115 Blenheim Girls Logan Lily M 
 

Female Probationer  £       30.00  

1888 106 Blenheim Junior Boys Robinson Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       30.00  

1888 165 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley Annie 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1888 115 Blenheim Girls Huddlestone Octavia 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1888 165 Blenheim  Infants  Burns Andrew 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  
Charles Simson was born in Nelson in 1867 to James Simson, a carpenter, and Margaret nee 
Chapman, both of whom were Scottish. He began his teaching career as a pupil teacher in the 
Blenheim School in 1884, he was promoted to Assistant Master in 1888 and would rise to 
Second Assistant by the end of his time there.  
He was a stalwart rugby player and member of the Rifles alongside his teaching duties. 
In 1899 he enlisted, first as a Sergeant but was immediately promoted to Lieutenant, to fight 
in the Boer War. He left in 1900 with the 5th division and would end up being mentioned 3 
times in dispatches, including by Lord Kitchener himself,  as well as being promoted to 
Captain whilst serving in the field.  
Considered one of the top officers in the NZ force, he was asked to stay on and join the new 
South African Constabulary, created to keep order at the end of the war. It would require him 
to "drop a star" to Lieutenant but would earn him 450 pounds a year, far surpassing his 140 
pound teacher’s salary in Blenheim. He returned, briefly, to New Zealand in 1906, to visit the 
families of those killed in the war, but after that returned permanently to South Africa. He 
was stationed at Umtata in the Transkei, and would rise by 1915 to be second in command for 
the region. 
 In 1915 he made application to the NZ government to attempt to serve in War for them. 
Stating that he was unmarried and "most anxious to do my share, and take the consequences 
if necessary" he said that he would prefer to serve with his countrymen rather than the South 
Africans.  



It doesn't appear that this request was successful however. It is likely he continued living in 
South Africa and died there, but no death has been found. 
Mary Helen Crawford 
Mary Helen Crawford was born on the voyage out to New Zealand to Dr James Robert 
Crawford and his second wife Mary Mackenzie. Her father was a university graduate who 
had fought as a surgeon at Crimea and had served as a naval surgeon. He had been married to 
a widow 13 years his senior in Scotland, whether she was deceased prior to his second 
marriage or not is unclear, what is clear is that his second wife, 10 years his junior, is 
recorded as a "visitor" in his household on the 1861 census. After arriving in New Zealand 
they settled in Dunedin, her father setting up a medical practice and pharmacy. He obviously 
had wealth but was often in the court pages, and was declared bankrupt in 1870, leaving the 
colony soon after. He arrived back in NZ in 1874, his wife the following year. At some point, 
probably, he developed a drinking problem. 
 In 1875 he was in the papers, his wife having taken him to court trying to get a protection 
order. She alleged he came to her house under the influence of drink, threatened to kill her 
and demanded 300 pounds from her. He soon left the colony for Australia, settling in Temora 
and died in 1910. Her mother took up teaching to provide for the family, settling in Oamaru 
and teaching at the Oamaru District High School.  
Mary began teaching at the South School around 1883, before in 1884 she was appointed 
Infant Mistress at Blenheim, coming with ringing endorsements. She remained at Blenheim 
until 1890, cementing her reputation as one of the most talented teachers in the province, she 
was rated as the No 1 teacher at one point.  
She was promoted to Infant mistress of Waimate High, a huge school in South Canterbury. 
She would remain here until retiring in 1923. She died in Christchurch in 1928 unmarried, 
leaving 1000 pounds to the Knox Presbyterian Church for the purpose of building a Sunday 
School and the remainder of her estate to her niece and nephew, with the strict caveat that the 
never convert to Catholicism 
Research by Grandson Sam 
9th January 1888 THE NELSON AND MARLBOROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS.  
The results of the examinations for the Nelson and Marlborough Scholarships, if results go 
for anything in after life, are certainly very favorable to "our boys." L. Griffiths, of the 
Blenheim Boys' School, who won the Marlborough Scholarship— £40 a year and free 
education at Nelson College for two years— obtained 496 out of a possible 600. Those who 
come next are also ahead of those who won other scholarships.' E. Wander;, of the same 
school, obtained 486 marks James Rutherford, of Havelock, a similar number; W. Stace, 
Blenheim Boys' School, 472; C. Matthews, Havelock. 470 W. Allen, Blenheim Boys' School, 
378; C  Muir-, Havelock, 3.26 P. Hillmer Grovetown, 237.  
Article went on comparing the above results with those of Nelson in the same examination 
and showing positive results for Marlborough 
11th January 1888 The adjourned meeting of the Committee was held last night. Present 
Messrs Birch (Chairman), Jellyman, Macey, Renfrew, and Robinson,  
VISITING COMMITTEE. Mr. Robinson reported, on behalf of the Visiting Committee, that 
a few maps were required for the girls’ school, and a water can for the Infant School. The 
teacher complained that, the  ink-wells disappeared in a mysterious manner. Some of the 
children had been suffering from whooping cough before  the  school broke up The Chairman 
was authorised to procure the articles suggested. Messrs Jellyman and Renfrew were 
appointed the Visiting Committee for January,  
SCHOOL BOOKS. Letters were received from Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan in reply to a 
circular issued by the  Board, asking the Committee to fill in lists of school books required. 
The Head Master, before filling in the lists, would like to suggest a few of the important 



books which were essential, and were largely used in other provinces, such as Smith's 
Grammar, Hughes' Physical Geography, Royal Arithmetic, Miss Morgan hoped the 
Committee would see its way to prevent the compulsory introduction of books, which could 
not, in her opinion, be attended with satisfactory results. The lists furnished by the Board 
contained some books which had been banished from the good schools at home, and had long 
been superseded in other parts of the Colony, as for instance Allen and Cornwell's Grammar 
for Beginners (presumably meant for Cromwell and Allen's), which was positively 
misleading in the important points, and the pupils would have to unlearn it after years, if they 
were to pursue their studies  to advantage. That was probably the worst book on the list, but 
there were others which could hardly be deemed to be the best of their kind. For instance, 
Miss Edith Thompson's History might well give place to Mrs Creighton’s History of 
England, or Longman's Epochs of English History, and Longman's Historical Readers were 
preferable to Miss Thompson's Hamblin Smith or Lock and Rick's  arithmetic’s were 
preferable to and more modern than Barnard Smith's or Colenso's. among omissions in the 
lists furnished, Miss Morgan noted a geography on New Zealand, and school reading 
apparatus could hardly be considered complete without Professor Meiklejohn’s Reading 
Cards, published by Chambers. In conclusion, Miss Morgan thought it desirable that the 
Marlborough Schools should be equipped in the light of the most modern ideas in school 
books. A protest from such an influential body as the Blenheim School Committee  might 
induce the Board to reconsider its proposals. After some discussion, it was  decided that the 
letters should be forwarded to the Board. 
 SCHOOL DESKS AND MAPS. Mr. Lucas, in another letter, drew attention to the necessity 
for providing the Girl's School with improved working appliances, stating that the desks in 
use in the upper standards were of an obsolete pattern, and a hindrance, rather than a help, 
towards securing good working results. The more modern desks approved by the Board, if 
not all that could be desired, were much better than these, but he would like to suggest some 
modifications which would make them still more serviceable. There were no maps belonging 
to the Girls' School, which always had to borrow from the Boys’ School, and he would like to 
ask for the National Society’s or Johnston's maps of the world, but would advise  waiting for 
some time for a map of New Zealand, which Johnston was about to issue under special 
instructions from the New Zealand Government. He would ask for the maps of Marlborough, 
and those parts of Nelson and Canterbury north of  43 degrees,, which had been lately 
published by the Public Works Department. A blackboard (4 foot x 3 foot) and an easel were 
also urgently required. ACCOUNTS. When the accounts were laid on the table, exception 
was taken to one for 9s for stationery, and another for £5 for repairs to desks, was. demurred 
to, but the Chairman explained that he had consulted the Visiting Committee  in reference to 
the desks, and deeming the matter one of urgency, he had authorised the work but it was 
decided that no stationery should be purchased in future except on the authority of the 
Committee. The Following accounts were passed:— F. C. Litchfield, 18s 5d repairs to fence, 
£1 17s 6d and dusters 6 s 6d 
23rd January 1888 The Borough Schools opened this morning after the Christmas and New 
Year vacation. Considering the amount of sickness there is in the district principally hooping 
(Sic)cough there was a good attendance, viz.. 390, As Mr. Inspector Hodgson commences his 
examination of the above schools on the 2nd of March, it behoves parents to send their 
children as regularly as possible during the next few weeks 
3rd February 1888 School Committee The Committee met last night Messrs Birch 
(Chairman), Macey, Hodson, and Jellyman being present. Mr. Lucas stated that the average 
attendance since the holidays was 290 in the-'Boys' School , and in the Girls' School 112. 
Lists of requisites were sent in by Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan. and the Chairman was 
authorised to see to them. The annual balance sheet, which was audited by Mr. W. 



Nosworthy showed a credit balance of £38 6s Id, Messrs Hodson and Macey were appointed 
a visiting committee foe the ensuing month 
8th February 1888 A list of requirements from the Committee of the Borough. Schools was 
read, with Miss Morgan's criticisms on the books proposed to be purchased by the Board. 
(These have already appeared in the Express.) Mr. Henderson Have we decided to go in as 
book merchants   
Chairman No, we were only feeling our way, and the Committees do not appear to be 
favorably inclined towards our proposals. it was resolved to purchase a blackboard and easel 
immediately, to procure the maps as soon as possible, and that Mr. Douslin should be asked 
to report on the desks. 
29th February 1888 School Examination.— Mr. Hodgson commenced his examination of the 
Borough Schools yesterday in the Infant School, there being 246 pupils present in that 
department. To-day and to-morrow have been allotted for the examination of the girls' school 
and Friday and Saturday for the boys. Thus it will be seen that it takes five days to examine 
our town schools. 
3rd March 1888 Borough Schools. The Committee decided last night to grant the pupils a 
holiday on Monday next, owing to the heavy work entailed by the examinations, and as the 
upper standards had to be examined to-day (Saturday) 
6th March 1888 Inspector Hodgson's Report on the Marlborough Schools was presented to the 
Education Board to-day. We make the following extracts  
Blenheim Boys— Mr. Lucas, Mr. Ogilvie, and two pupil teachers. On roll 143, present  139. 
The late examination has added another to the uninterrupted series of successes that are now 
looked for here as a matter of course, especially from the upper portion of the school, which 
is under the immediate supervision of the head master. There were no failures, either in the 
fifth or sixth standards, the work being good and thorough all round. The second standard 
boys, taught by a pupil teacher in the same room (a point of organisation that might with 
advantage be adopted in the Girls' School) were equally successful. The reading and writing 
of this class were especially creditable. The third and fourth standard scholars, though not so 
successful as those in the head master's room, acquitted themselves very fairly on the whole, 
notwithstanding that there were eight failures in the third standard. Some portions of the work 
were excellent, the reading, writing, and arithmetic being generally of move than average 
merit. The order and discipline of this school leave nothing to be desired.  
Blenheim Girls’ Miss Morgan, assistant, Miss Bary, and two pupils teachers. On roll, 143 
present, 138. The outcome of this year's examination, taken as a whole, was far from being 
satisfactory. The only class that did fairly well was that which took up the fourth standard, in 
which only two failures were recorded. The reading, writing, and spelling of the three upper 
standards were also creditable. The second and third standards, with a few exceptions, were 
very poor readers, and there was little to commend in the rest of the work in these two 
numerous classes. But the worst break down was in the fifth and sixth standards. The total 
collapse of the latter, who acquitted themselves so well in the fifth standard last year, when 
they were under the charge of the head master of the boys' school, is indeed inexplicable. 
Every girl in the class failed for the most part very badly— in two subjects, grammar and 
arithmetic, all .but 'three girls failing in a third —geography. Although half of the fifth 
standard girls were unable to secure a pass, it must be said that their failures were neither so 
grievous, nor in so many subjects, as those of the class above them. The ladies who kindly 
examined the needlework reported most favorably on this branch of the teaching, stating that 
the progress made reflects highest credit on the teachers."  
Blenheim Juniors. Miss Crawford and three pupil teachers. On roll 260, present 246. In every 
respect but one this school is in a very satisfactory state. The masses of young children 
congregated under one roof are under excellent control, kindness being happily tempered 



with firmness in the management. The older scholars write and draw fairly well, for their age, 
and were quite equal to the tests applied to them in arithmetic and spelling. But the 63 
candidates for the first standard, though none of them were absolutely bad enough to reject-, 
certainly do not read nearly no well as children of nine years old ought to do. With very few 
exceptions, they get through a  sentence of very easy prose in a monotonous sing song 
fashion that is painful to listen to. Where there is any inflexion. it almost invariably falls on 
the wrong word. Whatever else may be left undone, this defect must; he remedied. There has 
undoubtedly been a falling off in the reading here since my last examination.  
10th April 1888 BOROUGH SCHOOLS. A letter was read from Mr. F. Birch, Chairman of 
the Borough Schools, enclosing letters from Miss Morgan, Head Mistress, and Charles 
Simson, Pupil Teacher. The former asked for six small desks, made on the pattern of those 
recently adopted by the Board for the Picton School. She also applied for maps and 
blackboard, granted some time ago by the Board, but which had not yet been forwarded. Mr. 
Simson asked that he should be appointed third master in the Blenheim Borough Schools, as 
he had completed his term of apprenticeship as pupil teacher, and had passed the necessary 
examinations The_ Committee warmly recommended Mr. Simson to the Board, and stated 
that it was their unanimous wish that the Board might see their way to comply with Miss 
Morgan's request.  
The Chairman Do we want a third master?  
Mr. Henderson We want someone in the place that Mr. Simson now occupies.  
The Secretary stated that Mr. Simson's present salary was £50 a year. Miss Bary was granted 
an increase to £84 Mr. Charles Bary received £75 after the expiration of his term as pupil 
teacher, and he (Mr. Robinson) was not sure that he did not get a further small increase.  
Mr. Henderson said the North Canterbury Board gave £75 to the pupil teachers they kept on.  
In reply to Mr. Conolly, the Chairman said it was usual for applications for as increase of 
salary to be given notice of.  
On the motion of Mr. Henderson, it was resolved to consider Mr. Simson's application at next 
meeting—Mr. Simson to be kept on as pupil teacher in the meantime  
On the motion of Major Baillie, it was resolved that -the desks of the pattern asked for be 
procured.  
The Secretary said he could not get the blackboards. 
 Mr. Henderson said they were kept in stock in Canterbury.  
Mr. Paul: It seems strange that we should have to import such things.  
Mr. Ward If you cannot get a blackboard here, you must have a pretty lot of carpenters.  
The Chairman said that he had experimented on blackboards, and had made the best one in 
the Picton School. (Laughter.)  
Mr. Hutcheson: We'll give you an order. (Laughter.)  
The Chairman: I am satisfied they should not be painted.  
The Chairman said maps were required at several schools, but he could get neither maps nor 
blackboards in Wellington.  
Mr. Henderson said Whitcombe and Tombs, Christchurch, laid themselves out specially for 
school requisites.  
Mr. Parker suggested they should give Whitcombe and Tombs an order.  
The Secretary was instructed to procure what had been ordered for the various schools 
 
24th April 1888 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOL?. The annual meeting of householders 
was held last night, about 20 persons being present, On the motion of Mr. James Robinson, 
seconded by Mr. C. Williams, Mr. Geo. Henderson was voted to the chair.  
ANNUAL REPORT. The following annual report was read by Mr. F. Bitch, Chairman of the 
School Committee In accordance with clause 64 of the Education Act, 1877, your Committee 



beg to lay before you a report of its proceedings for the past year Your Committee has held 
regular meetings every month during its term of office, and each member has in his turn 
visited the Schools from time to time during school hours, md it is satisfactory to be  able to 
report that' the children generally are most orderly and attentive to their lessons, which, of 
course, reflects great credit on their teacher. It is also very gratifying to report that one of the 
head- Master's pupils (Louis Griffiths) has gained the scholarship, which enabled him to go to 
Nelson College free of expense for two years, Since the present Committee was elected, a 
new infant's school has been erected, which is both convenient and comfortable for the 
children. The Committee has had under consideration the question of compulsory education, 
but on enquiry it was found impossible to bring this portion of the Act into operation, as there 
is not sufficient room in the school for a large influx of pupils. This .is a matter for regret, aa 
the Committee is of opinion that there are many children wandering about the streets who. 
ought to be at school receiving instruction, The average attendance of pupils was 420, which 
is larger than last year, but the Committee is of opinion that it is not what it ought to be, aa 
the teachers often complain of the irregularity of the children, which places both teachers and 
pupils at a great disadvantage. This remark applies more especially to the Girls’ School. Your 
Committee has had lavatories erected both, for the boys and girls, which has had a beneficial 
effect in increasing habits of cleanliness amongst the children. The front part of the school 
ground has lately been gravelled, and the Committee would strongly urge upon its successors 
the advisability of having the whole ground filled up to one uniform height and gravelled as 
soon as funds will allow."  
The abstract, of accounts for the year ending 31st December last showed the total receipts to 
be £192 19s 2d, including the balance from last year of £34 14s 4d. The expenditure included 
Cleaning £57 69, fuel £20 16s, repairs £37 5s 9d, books etc. £11-2s 10d, incidental £5 4s 7d, 
stationery-£18 8s 11d, balance in hand £38 6s Id. The supplementary statement, covering the 
period from the 1st January tip to date, showed that the receipts were £79 9s 10d and 
expenditure, £52 4s 9d, tearing a balance of £27 5s Id in hand.  
Mr. Gillespie asked if the accounts had been audited?  
Mr. Birch replied that the annual accounts had been audited, but not the. supplementary one. 
Mr. Robinson said the audited account was up to the end of the year. He thought the Act 
should be amended to alter the time for making up the balance-sheet. In fact, the meeting 
recommended an amendment last year.  
On the motion of Mr. Gillespie, seconded by  Mr. Wanden,; the report and balance sheet were 
adopted.  
VOTE OF THANKS. Mr. Gillespie thought the citizens of the Borough should express their 
thanks to the outgoing Committee for their exertions in the cause of. education, and moved a 
vote of thanks to the outgoing Committee. Mr. W Nosworthy seconded the motion, stating 
that the Committee had left 1 nothing undone, and he knew there was a good deal to do.  
The Chairman, in putting the motion, cordially approved of what had been done. The 
Chairman, who had acted in the capacity of Secretary ab well, had Bent up everything in very 
nice order to the Education Board. The motion was carried unanimously.  
NOMINATIONS. Just as the nominations were being proceeded with, Mr. Ching said he 
understood that two members of the late Committee had resigned. He would like to know 
what had been done: Mr. Birch stated that Mr. Falconer had resigned, and the next highest on 
the list had applied to be placed on the Committee but it was thought that there was no 
necessity for filling up the position.  
Mr. Renfrew said he, as a, member of the Committee, had endeavored to get the gentleman 
referred to-placed on the Committee, and he thought that he ought to have filled the vacant 
post in accordance with immemorial custom.  



Mr. James Robinson said he was opposed to the appointment of the gentleman referred to. He 
considered it was an endeavor to get in by the back door, and if again elected he would object 
to any similar' appointment. Mr. Robinson was proceeding to give his  reasons, when a 
householder rose to a point of order, and the Chairman ruled that the discussion was irregular. 
Mr. Ching, who proposed the remainder of the old Committee (Mr. Birch having been 
already proposed), said that he only asked the question in order that he might ascertain the 
names of the- members of the Committee.  
COMMITTEE. The following gentlemen were unanimously elected .—Messrs F, Birch, H. 
Jellyman, James Robinson, W. H. Macey, J. E. Hodson, J, Renfrew, and W. Gillespie. Mr. 
Gillespie, who takes Mr. Falconer's place, is the only new one elected. Messrs Aston,. 
Tunnicliffe, Ching, and Paine were nominated, but declined,.  
THANKS. A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman, on the motion of Mr. James 
Robinson, seconded by Mr. W. Nosworthy. 
Messrs Robinson, Renfrew, Jellyman, Birch, and Macey returned thanks for the honor 
conferred on them, and Messrs Jellyman and Birch spoke in high terms of the work done by 
the teaching staff.  
The meeting then adjourned, and the Committee proceeded to the ELECTION OP 
CHAIRMAN. Messrs Birch, Jellyman, and Robinson were proposed, but declined, and Mr. 
Macey was unanimously elected. The Committee then adjourned to the Thursday preceding 
the Board meeting. 
27th April 1888 Blenheim School Committee.— The Committee met last night, Messrs 
Macey (Chairman), Birch. Gillespie, Renfrew, and Robinson being present. Reports from 
Mr.' Lucas and Miss Morgan showed that the average attendance during the last month was 
309 at the Boys' School, I and 116 at the Girl's School. It was resolved that the Manager of 
the Bank of New Zealand be officially notified that Mr. Macey had been appointed chairman, 
and that Mr. Robinson was to countersign cheques with him. Some discussion took place in 
reference to Mr. Cheek's application for the use of the school-room for singing classes. A 
motion moved by Mr. Renfrew, that the use of the room be allowed for 10s per week, was 
withdrawn, and Mr. Birch then moved that the use of the room be given to Mr. Cheek free of 
charge, but an amendment moved by Mr. Robinson, that Mr. Cheek be informed that the 
Committee do not intend to let the schoolroom to any person, was carried. It was resolved, 
that the Chairman should draw the attention of the Board to the state of the gutters around the 
school, and the Chairman and Messrs Renfrew and Gillespie were appointed a Committee to 
report upon the best means of levelling the school ground. An account; for cleaning the 
schools, amounting to £4 6s 6d, was passed for payment, and it was decided to procure a fire-
guard, a feather duster, etc. It was resolved that a cord of firewood and a ton of coal should be 
purchased. The Committee decided to meet in future at 7 p.in. on the Thursday preceding the 
meeting of the Education Board.  
1st May 1888 Mr. Henderson asked if Mr. Douslin had made any estimate for increasing the 
accommodation in the Blenheim Boys' and Girls' School. He was there the other day, and 
found they were very. full. The Architect replied that he did not think it came within the 
scope of his instructions,- but he agreed with Mr. Henderson that Mr. Lucas and Miss 
Morgan's schools were very crowded. Mr. Henderson said that he asked the question, 
believing that the Board would have to make provision 
11th May 1888 A Desirable Appointment. Miss Bary of the Blenheim Girls' School, has to-
day received notice that she has been appointed Head Mistress of the Charleston Girls’ 
School, in the Nelson Province. It is to be regretted that suitable appointments cannot be 
obtained in our Province for the successful and energetic teachers who have been trained in 
our own schools, but the vacancies are so few owing to the small number of schools in 
Marlborough, that it cannot but be expected that better appointments are sought elsewhere. 



Miss Bary has been a thoroughly successful teacher and the promotion she has received is 
well merited. The emoluments from the Charleston Girls' School are £140 per annum and a 
residence. 
4th June 1888 An interesting match between teams representing the above was played on 
Seymour Square on Saturday afternoon, and was won by the schools by two points to nil. 
Allen captained the school team; and Bush acted in a similar capacity for the Stars 
5th June 1888 From Miss Mary Bary, Blenheim School, resigning her position, having been 
appointed mistress of Charleston School. Accepted. From the Blenheim School Committee 
selecting Miss Linton vice Miss Bary resigned; also asking for repairs to the school, 
enlargement of the east and west wings, and iron roofing of the infant school. The Secretary 
remarked, incidentally, that but for the promptitude of Mr. Clinch's boys in extinguishing the 
recent tire at the building there would have been no school there now in all probability. Mr. 
Hutchison proposed and Mr. Paul seconded that Miss Linton be appointed in Miss Bary's 
place at a salary of £60 per annum 
7th June 1888 Miss M. Bary on leaving the Borough School yesterday to take up her new 
duties at Charleston, was presented by the pupils of the school with a handsome cabinet 
containing a workbox and writing desk, and by the teachers with a valuable brooch and 
earrings. Mr. J. P. Lucas (head-master) made the presentation in each case and expressed the 
high esteem in which the. lady is held. He remarked that Miss Bary and himself were the only 
remaining members of the staff as it was at the time of his own appointment. Miss Bary in 
reply expressed her warm acknowledgments and her regret at the severance of her connection 
with the school. 
25th June 1888 TENDERS will be received by the undersigned until Noon Thursday, the 28th 
inst., for Filling up certain parts of Borough School Ground with gravel. Work to be shown 
on Wednesday, the 27th inst. at 1 pm. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
Wm, GILLESPIE, Secretary to Committee. 
29th June 1888 THE SEXES IN SCHOOL.  
At the meeting of the Blenheim Borough School Committee last evening, Mr. Robinson 
introduced the question of separating the sexes in the school, and his suggestion, that any 
building extension that the Education Board might grant should consist of separate provision 
for boys and girls, found general favour. We trust the Committee will take the matter up in 
earnest, and that the Board will do its utmost to grant so reasonable and desirable a boon to 
the community. We believe this question of separation has now passed out of the region of 
debateable matter, and that it is universally felt that separation is desirable. If a plebiscite 
were taken of parents, there would be found very few dissentients from the proposal of Mr. 
Robinson, and if the Board entertains the slightest doubt of this we should strongly 
recommend the Committee to strengthen their hands by calling a meeting of parents to 
consider the subject. It is difficult, and it would hardly be desirable, to go minutely into the 
reasons "for such separation. To every parent, every man of the world, reasons will at once 
present themselves. We may, however, point to one thing that lies on the surface viz.., the 
desirableness of maintaining femininity of tone among the girls, and affording their teachers 
an opportunity of giving them that special training which. they so urgently need. The 
essential difference between boys and girls must be considered in any scheme of Education. 
We go further, we say that any scheme of education that practically overlooks that difference, 
and compels the children to herd together, fails miserably where it ought to effect most good. 
In crowded centres, in all Borough Schools in fact, special efforts should be made to effect 
separation, and we heartily support the Committee in the very wise determination they have 
arrived at, to endeavour to obtain this separation.  
29th June 1888 The Blenheim School Committee have been advised by the Head Mistress of 
the girls' department that a large number of children are irregular in attendance. Clearly the 



Committee are bound to do .their utmost to remedy this evil, for it is both prejudicial to the 
school and disheartening to the teachers. The minimum of attendances which every child of 
school age must make according to law is fixed at thirty days in each quarterly school term. 
As a good many children fulfil this condition, their parents cannot be proceeded against, 
although the children lose half the advantages of the school, and the teachers half the 
opportunities of passing them through the standards. But there are a number who do not make 
even the minimum of attendances, and against these the Committee wisely intend proceeding 
without further delay. The Committee will proceed forthwith, under section 95 of the 
Education Act, to bring into force the compulsory clauses of- the Act, by. a special 
resolution, and will then be in a position to proceed (under section 92) against any parent who 
neglects to send a child of school age to school, or fails to show cause (under section 90) for 
such absence. After bringing the compulsory clause into force, and before taking the steps 
authorised by section 92, the Committee would probably hand the list of defaulting parents to 
the officer in charge of the police. That functionary is not bound to assist the Committee if 
asked, but he is expected to do so, and he always does. He sends a constable round to make 
enquiries, and on the result of these enquiries the Committee may act. This course will be 
pursued by the Committee, and we advise parents therefore to see for the future that the 
children attend more regularly. 
29th June 1888 A Lawn Tennis Club is to be formed at the Borough School, under the 
direction of Mr. Lucas 
3rd July 1888 Messrs J. Ward, Hutcheson, Henderson, Parker, Conolly, Lambert, and Paul. 
THE BOROUGH SCHOOL. A deputation, consisting of Messrs J. E. Hodson, Macey, and 
Birch, waited upon the Board to request them to assist^ the Committee (to the extent of about 
£25) in some filling in work on the Borough School ground. Two tenders had already been 
accepted, but a third had to be held over because the Committee were without sufficient 
funds. Mr. Hodson, who acted as spokesman of the deputation, stated the case concisely, and 
said some time ago a sum of money was granted the Committee for certain repairs, and this 
amount had not been expended by about £8. The Committee would be satisfied if the Board 
would grant them £20 for the purpose. The Chairman intimated that the matter would be 
considered by the Board. Mr. Hodson further submitted a request that when enlarging the 
school the Board would take steps to allow of separation of the sexes. Some members 
expressed the opinion that they might thus possibly provide accommodation in excess of the 
attendance. Mr. Hodson said that doubt would soon be dispelled, if the Committee put the 
Compulsory Clauses in force. The Committee has hesitated to put them in force, because of 
the insufficiency of the accommodation. The Chairman remarked, incidentally, that the 
Minister of Education had the other day stated in the House that^ there was school building 
accommodation in the Colony for a third more of the population. Evidently he had not visited 
Blenheim School. Did Mr. Hodson desire to make any further request? Mr. Henderson: I 
think he has asked quite enough for one morning. (A laugh.) The deputation thanked the 
Board, and withdrew. The Architect (Mr. Douslin) -was present, and in reply to a question, he 
said the additions to the Infant School had cost about £150. His idea was to extend the two 
ends of the building. Mr. Conolly thought Mr. Douslin should be requested to prepare plans 
and estimate and specifications for 30 feet extensions. Mr. Henderson thought they should 
further consider the matter. Accommodation was wanted for 80 children, but an extension 
such as they proposed would merely relieve the existing pressure. The Secretary observed 
that he did not know where the money was to come from. Mr. Henderson remarked that this 
was a very important point, certainly. They had no borrowing powers under the Act. The 
Chairman said no, what they did in excess of their funds they would have to do on their own 
responsibility. They might have plans and specifications prepared, and let the Committee 
know that as soon as they were in funds these would be carried out. Mr. Douslin produced the 



plans drawn by him for the proposed extensions. These were considered by the Board, and it 
was unanimously agreed that the most effectual way of securing the desired separation of 
sexes, consistent with economy, would be to make a dividing wall across the main building, 
and a lateral extension on each side, one division, with a proportionate quantity of ground to 
be allotted to each. In the course, of the discussion.it was mentioned that Mr. Lucas' room 
was altogether overcrowded. Members spoke of this from personal observation. It was 
resolved, on the motion of Mr. Henderson, seconded by Mr. Parker, That the architect be 
instructed to prepare plans for a division of the main building, and a 30 foot extension on 
each side, and alternative plans for a separate building of correspondent capacity." The Board 
decided that consideration of the committee's request for £20 for tilling in should be deferred 
till next meeting, the Board being at present short of funds. TENDERS. Tenders were 
received as follows For repairs to the Borough School accepted, W. E. Terry £30 10s 
declined, W. Carr £ 42 12s, J. Renfrew £ 44 15s, T. Carroll £45 10s, A. K. Pye £ 45 10s, 
Peddie and Co. £45 14s, D. Wemyss £46 10s. 
CORRESPONDENCE. From the Secretary of the department, notifying the Board (and 
requesting them in .turn to notify committees) that the Minister of Education disapproved 
strongly of school buildings being let for purposes of entertainments. This notification arose 
out of the department having been called upon lately to rebuild a school destroyed by fire, 
which it was believed followed the holding of an entertainment. The Board decided to convey 
to Committees a notification of the Minister's disapproval, and resolved that for the future 
school buildings must be insured before being let for entertainments. From the Department, 
enclosing plans of a gymnastic apparatus, copies of which could be supplied for 6d each. 
From the Inspector (Mr. Hodgson) acknowledging the receipt of the Board's dispatch of 7th 
covering explanatory letters from Miss Morgan and Messrs Murray and Andrews. Mr. 
Murray's request that further action be deferred till after the next examination appeared to Mr. 
Hodgson quite reasonable. The Inspector regretted that Miss Morgan should, in her defence, 
have thought it necessary to reflect so strongly on teachers of such acknowledged 
competency as Mr. Lucas and Miss Bury, and he declined to justify himself against any 
charge of undue laxity in 1887 and undue severity in 1888. Mr. Andrews' "elaborate and 
characteristic" explanations left nothing in his opinion to be desired 
From the Blenheim School Committee re the appointment of a pupil teacher. The matter was 
considered and it was decided to approve the three candidates whose names were specified 
and to leave the final selection to the Committee. 
4th July 1888 School Committee have no reason to complain of the reception of their request 
by the Board of Education. That body showed every disposition to meet the Committee's 
views about the enlargement of the school by providing sufficient accommodation to enable 
the boys and girls to be kept apart. The only obstacle in the way was lack of funds. The 
building grant to Education Boards has never been on a liberal scale, and in these days of 
retrenchment it is tapering off almost to a vanishing point. This is one of the most glaring 
flaws in the system. A heavy syllabus is provided, and great results are looked for, but the 
disproportion between the requirements of the Act and the provisions for fulfilling them is 
too great. A "free, secular, and compulsory" system involves ample accommodation for 
pupils, and this, Government is unable to provide. It is to be regretted that private enterprise 
has been so ruthlessly strangled, when the State was not fully prepared to. substitute 
thoroughly equipped schools. We have always been of opinion that Government should make 
special provision for the maintenance of borough schools, because there is a constant friction 
between town and country, when funds are to be allocated. Country committees, naturally 
enough, are very jealous of any favour shown to town schools, and every pound spent in a 
town by the Board is regarded as an injustice to the country. But though this is only a natural 
view of the pass it is not altogether a correct one,  



Country committees and everybody else must see that special conditions, demanding special 
treatment, exist in the large centres, and this special treatment  must not be begrudged. Our 
Board recognises this, and is willing to grant a division of the Borough School. It seems more 
than a pity that they should be unable to carry out the required work because of 
impecuniosity. For such a purpose as this, there should be available a special grant. In our 
opinion the Committee, in asking for this division to be made, are acting in the very best 
interests of the children and of the public, and the reasonableness of their request is 
recognised by the Board. It certainly seems a pity that the question should have to be hung 
up, because the Board has no funds, and no prospect of getting funds enough to carry out the 
work on the cheapest scale.  
7th July 1888 The School Committee and Education Board may give it up now for the 
Debating Society have decided that the sexes are not to be separated in school. After that, 
there is no more to be said. 
3rd August 1888 THE BOROUGH SCHOOL GROUND.  
Bad weather has prevented the contract for filling-in the ground being completed at the 
specified time; and anyone going up to the ground will see at once that work has been 
impossible there since the recent fresh. It is, in fact, in a state simply indescribable a muddy 
lake. Mr. Lucas points out in his report that its state is far worse than it ever was before. The 
Committee, with praiseworthy alacrity, have decided to expend such funds as they have in 
remedying the horrible state of things that exists, and their application to the Board to carry 
out a portion of the work is to be decided at the next meeting of I that body. Such a work is 
everywhere recognised as coming within the sphere of the Board's duties, more especially 
when .the Committee takes so vigorous a departure as the Blenheim Committee has done. In 
fact, one of the principal functions of a Board is to assist local bodies not to do for them 
altogether, but to supplement I their efforts out of their own larger resources. The trust that 
some members of the Board will visit this ground, and see for themselves. They will not 
easily for- get what they do see there, that is very certain  
7th August 1888 BLENHEIM ADDITIONS. Mr. W. Douslin submitted plans and 
specifications of additions to the Blenheim school, to accommodate 120 children. A division 
wall through the school and a fence through the ground would entirely divide the boys, and 
girls. The cost would be £600. The Board examined the plans, but owing to the paucity of 
attendance and want of funds, consideration was deferred till next meeting 
BLENHEIM SCHOOL. The Blenheim School Committee wrote recommending the 
appointment of A. N. Burns (as Pupil  Teacher) from July 1st. The appointment was 
sanctioned unanimously. An application for £20 for filling in the school ground was ordered 
to stand over till next meeting, the Board having no funds. 
9th August 1888 PROPOSED ADDITIONS. Mr. W. Douslin the other day laid before the 
Education Board plans and specifications for the proposed addition to the Blenheim School 
buildings. The work would cost about £600, it is estimated, and although much needed, it has 
to be indefinitely postponed owing to scarcity of funds. The amount of the building grant for 
the year has not yet transpired, but judging from past experience and the present financial 
position of the Colony, it is not likely to be an excessive. one, or to admit of such an 
expenditure as £600 on our Borough School. The plans are beautifully drawn, and, as usual 
with all the. work turned out of Mr. Douslin's office, they and the specifications are, adjusted 
to a nicety. The proposal is to make two lateral extensions affording accommodation for 150 
children. The design is of what may now be called the scholastic order, plain, but handsome 
and suitable. The greatest attention has been paid to lighting and ventilation (the latter being 
on Tobin's principle). The timber is to be totara, birch, and Rimu. The two wings- will be 
each 33 feet by 19 feet, and the two lavatories and porches will be each 19 feet by 7 feet 6 
inches. A partition will run between, entirely separating the boys’ and girls' departments both 



inside the building and out. The present gables are to be removed and walls substituted and 
these are to exactly correspond with the present building. The roof is to be of Walker's 3-
crown corrugated iron, and the window frame sashes etc., of a most substantial kind. The 
floors are to be of 6 inches by 1 inches (Tongue and Grove.) boards, Twenty ventilators of 
galvanised iron 3 inches in diameter (Tobin's principle) are provided and the folding doors, 
steps, etc., are of a most substantial kind. The lobby floor is to slope outwards lin. The 
fireplaces, chimneys etc. are very complete and the foundations 9 inches deep are to be 
formed of solid concrete. Three coats of paint are to be used on the outside and the ceiling 
and walls distempered. It is very much to be regretted that this simple and admirable design 
cannot yet be carried out. 
31st August 1888 The usual monthly meeting of the Committee was held last evening present, 
Messrs Macey (Chairman), Robinson, Birch, Jellyman, Gillespie (Secretary). The reports of 
the month showed the attendance to be Girls 115 boys 300. The Head Master (Mr. J. P. 
Lucas) wrote enclosing a .letter to the Board, which he requested the Committee to forward. 
The letter stated that the master's house was scarcely habitable, being in a state of absolute 
decay, and thoroughly damp through the quantity of water lying about. Mr. Lucas added that 
the floods brought up hundreds of rats, which not only gnawed the boards. everywhere, but 
attacked the children in their beds. The' health and safely of the family were much 
jeopardised, and he asked that the place should be repaired.' Mr. Robinson said he thought 
they would all willingly endorse the letter and support the petition of Mr. Lucas for repairs to 
the house.' The members agreed unanimously that the letter should be supported and 
forwarded. Mr. Armstrong, contractor for the gravelling of the grounds, applied "for a further 
extension of time in consequence of floods and rain. The Committee granted an extension for 
a fortnight, on the motion of Mr. Birch, seconded by Mr. Gillespie. Accounts were passed for 
payment as follows Chandler and Mrs Chandler £4 3s 6d (and special grant 2s 6d), Carey $1 
0s 6d, Ching £1 9s 4d, total £6 10s 10d. Messrs Macey and Robinson were appointed visitors 
for the month and Miss Morgan was granted leave of absence for the purpose of attending the 
first examination for the degree of B.A. in Nelson. 
1st September 1888 THE TEACHER'S' HOUSE.  
We throw no blame on the Education Board when we say that it is nothing short of 
scandalous that the head master of a school (to say nothing of an important Borough School) 
should have to petition his employers to make his house habitable, that he should have to tell 
them that the building is in a state of absolute decay, that the constant presence of water 
around it renders it unhealthy, and (worst of all!) that.it is infested with rats, and so not fit for 
his children to live in. We repeat it is absolutely scandalous. The statements of' Mr. Lucas 
were not exaggerated, that is certain, for the Committee unanimously and most warmly 
endorsed them and' testified to their literal correctness. The Board is not altogether to 
blame— neither perhaps are they altogether blameless. They have much to do and little to do 
it with, bricks to make and no straw to make' them with. At next meeting of the Board, the 
thing must be set right. We do not suppose the Board can see its way to rebuild the house but 
there is one way out of the difficulty which Aye would suggest, that is, that the head master 
be granted a lodging allowance of £40 or £50 per annum, and that the house be disposed of in 
some way.  
17th September 1888 Recent Fire. — It was through the promptitude of a newspaper runner 
named Logan that the arms of the Cadets were saved from the burning school-room. All the 
registers were destroyed and Mr. Lucas has lost quite a little library of books on school 
management ,while Mr. Ogilvie and some of his pupils lost their material. The fire was too 
much for the existing Brigade plant, even had there been no delay at all. The caretaker stated 
that he had locked the doors, but subsequently the lock of the door leading to the girls' school 
was found to have been tampered with. We 'observed this morning that the chimney stacks 



were still standing. What were the authorities about that they allowed them to remain? They 
should have been pulled down immediately, and the sheets of iron on the roof sent down. At 
present they are a source of great danger to the children playing about near the building. 
27th September 1888 A meeting of  the School 'Committee was held last evening. Present— 
Messrs Macey (chairman), Hodson, Robinson, Birch, and Gillespie (secretary). It was 
resolved to accept an offer from Dr Cleghorn for the use of the old hospital as a temporary 
school, Mr. Gillespie alone dissented from this. Mr. Hodson gave notice of motion to supply 
the. scholars with books and requisites at the lowest prices. The meeting then closed. 
27th September 1888 We should advise the School Committee to  reconsider their 
determination of last night to utilise the old hospital as a temporary school building, Even if 
the place were fit to receive scholars, so far as being clean and free from objectionable 
inmates are concerned, it would be a very risky thing indeed to place a lot of children in a 
deserted hospital for the walls are tenacious of disease-germs, and there is no laying what 
might be the effect of generating heat within them. To our thinking there is grave risk 
attending the proposed course of action, and we fear the Committee have been a little too 
precipitate. On the other hand, Dr Cleghorn must feel satisfied that the experiment is a safe 
one, or he would not place the building under offer to the Committee for this purpose. Could 
not the Wesleyan School be utilised for the boys and the Temperance Hall for the girls, or 
vice versa. Anything, it seems to us, would be better than the course determined upon. Mr. 
Gillespie's dissent was most laudable We regret to have to review any action of the School 
Committee, because they are a most earnest and useful body of men, but really what they 
have done in this case cannot, in the public interest, be allowed to pass without comment. 
Comment, however, is not by any means enough we must add an, earnest entreaty that the 
Committee will reconsider its decision. 
28th September 1888 THE COMMITTEE'S EXPLANATION. Last evening at the School 
Committee meeting when the business had been disposed of Mr. Hodson said he desired with 
the permission of the Chairman, to make a few remarks in explanation and justification of the 
course resolved upon by the Committee last evening in reference to the old hospital business. 
He desired to do so because the press was now represented, and he thought as comment had 
been made on their resolve, that it was fair the members of the press should hear their 
justification. Mr. Robinson said he would not oppose Mr. Hodson's  request. At the same time 
he felt that the Committee had come to a conclusion, and that they .had now only to act upon 
it. Somewhat strong comments had been made, he regretted to say, but he would quite agree 
to Mr. Hodson carrying out his suggestion. The Chairman concurred, and Mr. Hodson 
resumed. He said the Committee did not act without consideration, or in the dark. The 
building was in the first place remarkably suitable, being divided with commodious class-
rooms, and Mr. Lucas had expressed his desire to get to work there without delay. In the 
second place the building had been a fever hospital, and therefore. he failed to see how any 
germs could remain in it. Again the building had been cleaned thoroughly. He admitted that it 
had been frequented by bugs, but as there had been no patients there for about two years past 
he thought those creatures had been pretty well starved out. Finally (and .this was the best 
proof of conviction) he would send his children there without hesitation. He really did not see 
that any objection could be urged' against 'the proposal.- A person  would not refrain from 
occupying a house because somebody had been ill in it. Dr Cleghorn had pronounced the 
place safe.  
Mr. Birch endorsed this, and added that he thought too much of Dr Cleghorn to suppose he 
would risk his professional reputation, even though he had a personal interest in the building, 
by recommending that the place should be used, if he were not certain of it.  
The Chairman said, for his part, he had no fear,  



Mr. Robinson concurred. He would also like to say that he had been very much disgusted at 
the conduct, of a member of the Education Board, who had been gadding about the town, 
trying to get up an agitation against the scheme, He thought it showed very great indiscretion 
on the part of that member, who, besides, showed, very little respect for the Committee. 
There was no more suitable place in the town than this.  
Mr. Birch asked how it was, if the place were full of disease. germs, that there was a young 
family now living in it, that had been there for a long time.  
Mr. Hodson said he had merely desired to make a few statements for the information of the 
Press and the public, as to the grounds on which .the Committee based their action. The 
matter then dropped. 
2nd October 1888 The usual meeting of the Board was held today. Present Messrs Seymour, 
M.H.R. (chairman) E. T. Conolly, Lambert, W. B. Parker, Jos. Ward, Henderson, Hutcheson 
and hon Major Baillie.  
THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS. The case of the Blenheim School was first brought up, and the 
Chairman read a telegram he had received from the Department, instructing the Board to take 
no step in the matter of rebuilding the school, and not instruct the architect until further word 
had been received from the Department. 
Mr. Macey, Chairman of the School Committee was in attendance, and in reply to the 
Chairman he said Dr Cleghorn had offered the use of the old Hospital for £2 a week the 
Wesleyan Schoolroom was under offer at 15s per week; and the Church of England Sunday 
School was under offer also at the same figure besides the upper room in Earp's Hall was also 
under offer at £2 per month: the I.O.G.T. Hall was under offer at 25s per week and Mr. Earp 
offered a room at £1 a week. 
Having heard Mr. Macey's statement the Chairman explained fully the offer, and the 
conditions attached thereto, and stated that the old hospital was recommended by the 
Committee. The dimensions of the Various buildings were supplied, and the Board 
considered them all carefully.  
Mr. Hodson brought under the notice of the Committee a resolution passed by that body this 
morning to the effect that the Committee were of opinion that the old Hospital was the most 
suitable building, but as parents had general fear of infection they would suggest that Earp's 
Hall for the boys, and the Wesleyan School for the girls be chosen.  
The Chairman asked whether he was to understand, that the Committee believed the fear of 
infection would militate against the attendance at the school and so lower the revenue.  
Mr. Hodson said he feared so.  
A member remarked that of course it was a good deal a matter of sentiment.  
Mr. Hutcheson: Ay, and sentiment includes fashion (laughter).  
Mr. Macey said he had spoken to Mr. Griffiths of the Drill Shed, but the rental would be £3 
or £4 a week.  
Mr. Hutcheson asked if the Salvation Army had made an offer (laughter).  
The Secretary said no.  
Mr. Ward said he would move that the second request of, the Committee be sanctioned, the 
more so because it afforded an opportunity to separate the sexes. He was interested in the 
hospital, and he was surprised not to have been called upon to resign. The idea of his having 
an axe to grind Why, when he had an axe it would be a big one. He would only grind a little 
tomahawk for the purpose of braining an editor (laughter). 
Mr. Parker seconded the motion, as the prejudice against the hospital was very strong.  
Mr. Conolly supported the motion, and spoke also oi' the popular fear of infection and 
vermin. He observed that Dr Cleghorn in his letter had said the Girls High School was held in 
the old Wellington hospital, This was .absolutely contrary to fact, as the old hospital had been 
burned down years ago.  



Mr. Henderson said it had been freely stated that the Hospital had been condemned by Dr 
Graham, as unfit for further  use. He (the speaker) could assure them this was not the case. 
The doctor had eulogised the building, but had merely said "it had been condemned."  
Mr. Hutcheson supported the. motion, and entered upon a history of the bug tribe in 
Marlborough. The creature he  said, was introduced here by a lady from Hobart Town. (Great 
laughter.) He understood, sometime after, that by diligent pursuit, the settlers had driven the 
creatures into the river but, alas, they reappeared, and had flourished here since. If they took a 
building infested with bugs, they would certainly lower the attendance, and that would not 
do. Mr. Lambert said he was glad to see that Mr. Ward had moved against the use of the 
Hospital, especially as he was interested, but more particularly because it gave an opportunity 
for the separation of ,the sexes.  
Major Baillie asked whether the Minister would guarantee the payment of the needful rent.  
The Chairman thought undoubtedly so.  
After some informal discussion it was resolved to communicate with the Minister at once and 
obtain his sanction before finally taking the buildings in question.  
A further proposal to ask the Minister to authorise the Board to rent the buildings specified 
was negatived, only Major Baillie and Messrs Lambert and Henderson voting for it.  
After a general discussion it was resolved, That the chairman be authorised to communicate 
with the Minister for Public Works re railway sections, and the Minister for Education, with 
reference to separate sites for separate schools, and with. regard to building in brick or 
concrete, and in regard to supply of desks and other furniture and payment of rent of 
temporary premises. 
The Chairman asked Mr. Macey what arrangements had been made re supply of books to 
children who had lost theirs in the fire.  
Mr. Macey stated that the Committee had resolved to buy books and supply to the children at 
cost price. The teachers were trying to arrange for uniformity of books.  
Mr. Birch recounted the circumstances that led up to the desire for uniformity. 
Resolved: "That the Blenheim School Committee's attention be drawn to the list of books to 
be used by the schools under its control after January 1st, 1889, in accordance with the 
resolution passed in May."-  
A letter was received from Mr. Huddlestone asking to be allowed to send in plans for the new 
school building.  
The Secretary was instructed to inform Mr. Huddlestone that the matter was in the hands of 
the Department only. Subsequently a telegram was received from the Under-Secretary for 
Education saying the Minister could not in the absence of information asked for by him, say 
what amount of money Government would spend in restoring the school. In the meantime the 
Minister desired the Board to adopt the plan that he was sending down.  
This was all the business relating to the Blenheim school.  
2nd October 1888 The Borough Schools. The Education Board to-day decided to rent the 
Wesleyan School. for the use of girls, and Earp's Hall for that of the boys, in lieu of the 
school recently burned down 
3rd October 1888 The Borough School. General satisfaction is expressed in town at the latest 
resolution of the School Committee, and the Board's unanimous approval of it. The 
Committee are fortunate in having so excellent a habitation as the Wesleyan schoolroom, and 
the Church trustees are to be highly commended for their offer 
17th October 1888 The Temporary School. The Vestry of the Church of the Nativity met last 
night, and considered the  position of affairs in regard-to the accommodation of the State 
school children. It was decided to allow the children to play on the green sward so long as 
they are in charge of the teachers; and that the teachers on leaving, shall conduct the children 



out of the grounds to Seymour Square. This determination will meet all parties' views, and 
secure the safety of the children and the church property alike, 
12th October 1888 Borough School. A special meeting of the Committee was held last 
evening; present, Messrs Macey (Chairman), Hodson, Birch; James T. Robinson, and 
Gillespie (Secretary). The object of the meeting was to review the conditions on which the 
temporary buildings had been let. These were all approved except two imposed by the 
Church of the Nativity for the use of their schoolroom, viz.., that the children should not be 
allowed in any other of the church or parsonage grounds, and that the children should not 
enter the school ground except in charge of their teacher or teachers, and that the entrance 
shall be by St John's grounds, and immediately after school the children should be dismissed 
the grounds. – 
These were animadverted upon by members, as it appeared some of the children had been 
ordered off the grounds.  
Mr. Hodson (who is a vestryman) explained that the conditions meant simply that the 
children should be allowed on the grounds only when in charge of a teacher. This meant that 
they would be allowed there during the midday interval, but excluded as soon as the school 
was dismissed. The Committee quite approved of this interpretation, but doubted if it was the 
interpretation of the Vestry, the more so because other children attending a private school 
were allowed to use the grounds. After disposing of some routine business, the Committee  
adjourned till Friday 19th 
19th October 1888 Mr. Gillespie, the Secretary, was the only member of the School 
Committee who put in an appearance last evening in response to the  call for a meeting, and 
the meeting consequently lapsed 
20th October 1888 The Borough School. The Committee met last night and a communication 
from the Nativity vestry was made through Mr. Hodson setting forth that the vestry had 
reconsidered clauses 5 and 6 of their offer, and were prepared to alter their agreement to the 
effect that the children may enter the Church grounds both from St John street and Alfred-
street that the children during school hours may play on the ground on the east side between 
the gravel path and the fence, but there  must be a teacher in charge of them  to see that no 
damage is done to the fencing, trees or any of the Church property; that the children are not to 
be allowed on the grounds unless in charge of one or more teachers. This was cordially 
approved and the Committee resolved to urge upon the Education Board to remove the 
burned building at once. 
30th October 1888 THE BOROUGH SCHOOL. The Chairman said members would 
remember that he had been authorised to see the Minister about the new Borough School, and 
to find out. (1) which would be used, brick, concrete, or wood; (2) whether two schools -
would be provided, one for boys and the other for girls, It was left to his own discretion to 
call a meeting of the Board to consider the situation. He found the Minister and the Secretary 
absent, and went to see the Premier. Subsequently he saw the Minister of Education, and after 
an interview, he got the following letter Education Department, Wellington, 22nd October, 
1888 A. P. Seymour, Esq.: Sir,— With respect to the topics of our conversation this morning, 
I have the honor to inform you that the Minister authorises the Blenheim Board to obtain 
plans, specifications, and tenders for new school building in brick or concrete, to replace the 
building lately destroyed by  fire. He declines to sanction the erection of separate schools for 
boys and girls. Please send plans, specifications, and approved, tender, with explanation if the 
approved tender is not the lowest. Rent of temporary premises at £10 a month for six months 
will be allowed Unless you find that a lower rate than £10 a month is sufficient. (Signed) W. 
Jas. Habens."  



The Chairman further stated that he had been cautioned by the Borough Council to at once 
remove the old building, as it was unsafe. Major Baillie moved, and Mr. Parker seconded, 
That the building be sold by auction on Friday, and cleared away at once."  
At this juncture the Secretary returned from a conference with the Mayor, arid reported that 
his Worship declined to extend the time for pulling down the building. He had given .the 
Board three days' notice to remove the building. The motion was carried. The subject of 
material then came up.  
Mr. Ward said he should always oppose the erection of a concrete building. Earthquakes 
everywhere were, on the increase, and he should be afraid for. the children if a concrete 
building were put up.  
The Board considered the attendance statistics and arrangements of the rooms.  
Major Baillie suggested that the Committee should be consulted as to the allotment of space 
and internal arrangements.  
Mr. Conolly would strongly, oppose any such course being pursued. They might as well. 
abrogate their functions altogether. 
The Chairman asked the Board, to decide first upon the material.  
Mr. Ward proposed ''That the building be of wood." The proposition was seconded, pro 
forma ,by Major Baillie.  
The proposer strongly insisted that there was a constantly recurring probability of violent 
shocks such as they had in  1855 
Mr. Parker testified that there had been severe shocks, leaving cracks in the earth. The motion 
was lost, only the mover and seconder voting for it. The latter withdrew the qualification of 
his support, involved in "pro forma."  
The Chairman moved, and Mr. Hutcheson seconded, "That the building be of concrete." 
Carried.  
The Chairman moved, and it was resolved , "That the floor space be. 5000 feet."  
It was further agreed That there be two separate schools with separate entrances and play 
grounds, the space to be allotted in the proportion of boys 8 to girls 7 
It was moved that the height of the walls be eleven feet. Major Baillie urged that they should 
be fifteen feet and he moved in that direction as an amendment, but it found no seconder and 
lapsed. He moved as a further amendment that the height be 12 and this was carried.  
The Secretary, architect and Chairman of. the School Committee were deputed to choose a 
site. as Mr. Lambert thought nobody but the Board or its officers should be asked to act.  
Major Baillie observed that.it would not take long to go over now and choose the site. The 
Architect was requested .to make the building face the north. Mr. Douslin observed that this 
was in accordance with his own professional view.  
At twelve o'clock the members of the Board proceeded to the School Rounds to choose a site 
for the new building. On resuming, it was decided that the old building should be sold to-
morrow, and the Board then adjourned 
30th October 1888 A Disgraceful Position of Affairs. Some time ago we warned the public 
(hoping to remind the authorities) that the chimneys at the burned school building, and. the 
building itself, were unsafe, and protested against their being left as they were. No notice was 
taken of this, however and on Friday night down came one of the chimneys. This was kept 
very quiet, and the cat was not let out of the bag till last evening when it got out some, how. 
Parts of the roof too were shaken or blown into a more unsafe condition than ever. And still 
no action is taken. Perhaps when a. few children, a teacher, or a borough councillor is killed 
by descending brick-bats something will be done. The thing is disgraceful. 
31st October 1888 BUILDING.  
Mr. Seymour and the Education Board over which he ably presides, as well as the Borough 
School Committee, deserve credit for the manner in which they have dealt with the school 



question; and the Borough Council should also be given credit for the manner in which they 
have performed their part in the affair. But that does not at all dispose of the question, which 
is very grave indeed, in so far as it may relate to occurrences in the future. It will be 
remembered that, at the time, we pointed out that effective steps should have been taken to 
remove the danger, with which the burned building threatened the lives, of the children and 
passers-by. We do not recall that circumstance for the mere purpose of throwing this in 
anybody's teeth, but in order to arouse attention to the grave, importance of such matters, so 
that, should a similar affair happen in the future, the public may know what steps ought to be 
taken. When the firemen had extinguished the fire, the charred and mutilated, shell of the 
building was left standing, its parts hanging loosely together, and the chimneys standing, thin 
columns, unsupported, at the mercy of earthquake shocks, high winds, or any contraction or 
expansion of their own. And in the grounds and immediately about them, the school children 
were to play daily. People who should know, said the chimneys were safe. Yet only the other 
night, happily when nobody was about, one of the chimneys came down. It might just as well 
have come down on a party of youngsters, and caused wholesale distress in the town. The 
Board were forbidden by the Department to remove the threatening material, and the 
Borough Council delayed action; and it is only now at the eleventh hour that the building is to 
be taken down. What should have been done (and what we trust will be done on any future 
occasion that may arise), was -for the Fire Inspector to have ordered the removal of all 
threatening and ruined erections before he left the ground. That was, his plain duty, and we 
trust he will not shrink from it on any future occasion.  
6th November 1888 SCHOOL. Mr. Douslin wrote forwarding plans and specifications for. 
the. Blenheim School, and urging that the work be put in hand at once.  
Consideration deferred.  
The Blenheim Committee wrote urging that 15 foot walls be put up at the new school, also 
that a heating apparatus be supplied.  
Mr. Ward was inclined to stand by the Board's resolution.  
The Chairman thought they could not incur any further expense.  
Mr. Conolly saw no use in sending plans to Committees unless with a view of acting on 
suggestions, and that would open the door to extra expense.  
Mr. Ward reiterated his opinion and justified it on the ground of economy.  
They could not increase the cost.  
The Chairman would also oppose any increase of expense.  
Mr. Ward had heard that fire places could be done away with altogether, but 'he did not know 
whether it was so. He had heard it advocated.  
The Board decided that they could not comply with the wishes of the Committee re height of 
walls.  
The Board also perused the letter of Mr. Ashbury, explaining his system of heating and 
ventilation.  
The heating was proposed to be effected by means of hot water pipes.  
Consideration of the' matter was deferred. A request from the Committee for additional 
apparatus was granted 
On resuming, the Board decided to call for tenders for the new building, and to advertise in 
Blenheim, Nelson, and Wellington, accepting a tender on Wednesday 21st instant. The Board 
then rose 
8th November 1888 NELSON EDUCATION BOARD ON THE SUBJECT. (from our own 
correspondent.) Nelson, Nov. 8. The following is an extract from the Evening Mail's report of 
the Education Board on Scholarship Examinations Mr. Harkness wanted to know where the 
nomination papers were printed. He had heard it said that the contents of the papers were 
sometimes known in Marlborough prior to the examination. Mr. Hursthouse said that he had 



been told in plain terms by one in whom he had full confidence, that the boys at Mr. Lucas' 
school at Blenheim were acquainted with the questions before the examination. Mr. Harkness 
said it was very strange that Marlborough boys always contrived to pass a brilliant 
examination but never made any mark at the College afterwards. Only one had. ever 
distinguished himself, and he was from the school at Havelock where it was not likely he 
could see the papers. As a' matter of fact he knew that the seals of some of the papers had 
been broken before they were given to the boys. Mr. Shephard said that could not be any fault 
of the printers but of the supervisors. Mr. Harkness said that was quite clear. The hope was 
expressed that the Inspector would take every precaution to prevent the contents of the papers 
being   known., 
14th November 1888 The plans of the new Borough School Reynold's  
show that the building is to be scrupulously neat and plain. It will face the river, and will be 
divided (as also will the grounds) into two district parts, for boys and girls respectively. 500 
square feet of floor space is provided, and 400 children will find ample accommodation and 
abundance of light. The building is to be quadrangular, and of concrete, 82 feet 6 inches 
(About 25 metres). deep, and 108 feet. (33 Metres) in frontal length, the ceiling being twelve 
feet. Mr. Douslin calls for tenders to be in on 20th inst. 
21st November 1888 The New Borough School. An adjourned meeting of the Education 
Board was held to-day, to receive tenders for the building of the .new Borough School. 
Present Messrs A. P. Seymour (chairman), Jos. Ward, J. Hutcheson, W. B. Parker, Lambert, 
and the hon. Major Baillie. The following tenders were received John Scott (Nelson), £2957 
Gifford and O'Connor (Wanganui), £3057 2s 11d, E. Bythell, £3216 D. Wemyss, £3422 9s 
11d,  J. Malcolm, £3464 9s 9d. Mr. Parker moved, and Mr. Lambert seconded that the tender 
of J. Scott be accepted. Carried. The Secretary was instructed to forward the successful tender 
to the Department for approval. 
30th November 1888 School Committee. At a meeting last night there were present, Messrs 
W. Macey -(in the chair), J. T. Robinson, J. S. Hodson, F. Birch,, and. W. Gillespie 
(Secretary). Correspondence was read re cost of school. buildings, and the janitor applied for 
increase of pay. In consequence of the flower show however, it was .deemed expedient to 
adjourn to Thursday next, and the meeting was so adjourned. 
5th December 1888 BOROUGH SCHOOL.  
The delay that departmental tardiness (and we must add want of attention) has caused in the 
erection of the new building is to say the least vexatious. There being no insurance on the old 
building, the Education Department undertook to erect a new one, and left it to the Board to 
have plans and specifications prepared in accordance with the conditions of the place. This 
the Board did, and Mr. Douslin submitted to the Board a plan which in our opinion was all 
that could be desired, and remarkable for its simplicity and comprehensiveness. The 
Department insisted on the building being of concrete, and now when the lowest tender is 
submitted to them for approval, they turn round and say "We will give £2,500 the value of the 
property burned (a wooden building with furnishings) and with that you must build in 
concrete and restore the furnishings." This is simply absurd. The Departmental officers must 
know very well that the erection of a concrete building involves a larger outlay, and that with 
£2,500 it is impossible for the Board to carry out the wishes of the Department. We cannot 
see how the Department can possibly maintain the attitude indicated by its Secretary's letter, 
and it is to be hoped Mr. Seymour will succeed in bringing about a definite understanding in 
the matter.  
10th December 1888 The Schools. We understand that diphtheria having manifested itself in 
town, Dr. Cleghorn expressed the o])inion that it would be well to close the schools, and the 
Catholic authorities have acted upon this with promptitude and closed, their school to-day. 



The Blenheim School Committee hold a special meeting to-night, when they will decide 
whether to close the Borough Schools at once, or not. 
14th December 1888 CIVIL SESSIONS.  
John Tucker Robinson was Secretary of Marlborough Education Board  
{Before His Honor Mr. Justice Richmond and a special jury of twelve.) , John Tucker 
Robinson v. Lucas Brothers. Damages £1000.  
Full transcript of the trial at Papers Past. 
14th December 1888 Owing to the sudden closing of the Borough Schools, the usual break-up 
ceremonial could not be held, but in lieu thereof the children were assembled yesterday 
morning and a number of medals given by teachers'; and certificates issued by the head-
master were distributed. A sort of hasty meeting was held, at which Mr. Hodson presided. 
Before giving out the. medals and certificates, Mr. Hodson remarked that the" Committee 
were unable, this year to give prizes as heretofore, and that the medals and certificates 
must.be accepted as substitutes. He congratulated them on the interest taken in their progress 
by the teachers and repudiated statements that had been made to the effect that Blenheim 
scholarship boys had not succeeded in after life. Mr. James Robinson followed and remarked 
that he hoped next year the attendance and. progress of 'the girls would.be better. Mr. Lucas, 
the head-master, also briefly addressed the children, and after the distribution cheers, were 
given for teachers and committee,. and the children and their teachers were set free for a 
month.  
The following is the list:—  
GENERAL PROFICIENCY. Standard VI (Senior)— Richard Wanden (medal), William 
Litchfield, D'Arcy Chaytor', Albert Hustwick, Herbert Stratford.  
Standard VI (Junior)— Edward Parker (medal), Charles Powell, Joseph Taylor, Athelstan 
Huddlestone, Percy Fildes, Welby Green.  
Standard V— Ernest Rose (medal), Jas Holdaway, Frederick Stratford, Henry Fowler, 
Frederick Laishley, Ernest Freeth, William Ewart, Arthur O'Donnell, Frank Brace, Robert 
Thomson, William Fulton, 
Standard IV— F. Andrews (medal) Logan, Kerr, Wilkins, Powick, Thompson, Dobson, Bull, 
Kirby, Hodson, 'and Farmar.  
Standard III— John Gould (medal), John. Watson, William Taylor, John McCall, Victor 
Powell, George- Malcolm, /George, Fowler, William Lacey, Archie Douglas.  
Standard II— Frank Bythell (medal), Bert Bythell, Eckford, Keys, E. Miller, Sandra,: 
Jackson,' Parker, Dunn, Leslie, Hustwick 
24th December 1888 Marlborough Boy. An interesting diversion (says the Post) occurred in 
the proceedings in connection with the presentation of the prizes to the pupils attending the 
Newtown Public School, when Mr. J. R. Blair, Chairman of the Education Board, presented 
to Mr. C Bary, one of the assistant masters of the school, on behalf of the School Committee, 
a very pretty tea-set and a pair of vases. Following this presentation, Mr. C. Hulke, 
headmaster of the school, handed to Mr.  Bary a handsome biscuit receptacle, the gift of the 
teaching staff. The presentation was made in view of Mr. Bary's marriage, which takes place 
next week, and was accompanied by the gentlemen making the presentation and the recipient, 
who was warmly congratulated, and many wishes being expressed for his future happiness. 
Mr. Blair incidentally mentioned in the course of his remarks that the Education Board had 
promoted Mr. Bary to the head mastership of the Pahautanui School, which announcement 
was received with applause, regret at the same time being expressed at the loss of so popular 
a teacher 

1889 
1889 47 Blenheim Senior Boys Lucas John Pearson 

 
Prime Master  £    300.00  



1889 117 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret 
 

Head Female  £    180.00  

1889 93 Blenheim Junior Boys Ogilvie Charles A 
 

Deputy Master  £    162.00  

1889 156 Blenheim  Infant Boys Crawford Mary 
 

Deputy Female  £    120.00  

1889 47 Blenheim Senior Boys Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £       70.00  

1889 117 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       60.00  

1889 156 Blenheim  Infant Boys Roberts Caroline 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1889 117 Blenheim Girls Logan Lily M 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1889 93 Blenheim Junior Boys Robinson Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       30.00  

1889 156 Blenheim  Infant Boys Wrigley Annie 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1889 117 Blenheim Girls Huddlestone Octavia 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1889 156 Blenheim  Infant Boys Burns Andrew 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  
 
Andrew Nisbet Burns was born in Lawrence in 1871 to Andrew Burns and Jessie (nee 
Campbell). Andrew Snr was at the time, proprietor and co-founder of the local Tuapeka 
Times. The family moved to Riverton in 1877 when his father purchased to Western Star 
newspaper. He received a scholarship to Southland Boys High before travelling to 
Blenheim in 1888 with his father, who had acquired the Marlborough Daily Times. Here 
he was appointed pupil teacher at Blenheim School. His father however, went bankrupt 
in 1890, having inherited the substantial liabilities of his partner, after his partner 
himself went bankrupt. His father therefore moved to Wellington, where he was 
employed as sub editor of the Wellington Press. Andrew Jnr followed him to 
Wellington, where after passing his pupil teacher exams with very high marks, he was 
appointed head of Wainuiomata School, aged just 19. He also began studying 
extramurally for his BA at this time. He remained at Wainuiomata until 1893 when he 
was appointed first Assistant Master at the Hutt School, yet another impressive 
appointment for one his age. He earned his BA in 1897 and promptly received 
promotion to first Assistant Master at Masterton District School, at school of over 500 
pupils. Conflict arose however as the school had agreed to promote the existing 2nd 
master, Mr Darroch to the position, whereas the Board of Education selected Mr Burns, 
strongly on the basis of his holding a degree. It also appeared that the Presbyterian 
Church had some hand in it, as Burns would be an asset to the church choir! The Board 
won however and he took up the appointment in June that year. He appears to have been 
responsible for the District High part of the Masterton School, rather than the primary 
side of things. In 1898 he married to Bertha Wolff in Wellington, she was also a teacher, 
although of music rather than at a school. It’s obvious he was held in universal high 
regard as he and his wife were among the 2000 guests invited to Government House in 
1901 to meet the future King George V and Queen Mary, at that time the Duke and 
Duchess of York, who were on a tour of the empire. whilst prior to Masterton it appears 
he didn’t do much outside of teaching, whilst there he was a Lieutenant in the Masterton 
Rifles as well as secretary of the Tennis Club and head of the Debating Society. He was 
also involved in other sports such as rugby and golf, as well as sitting on several 
committees. He also taught students attempting to enter the Civil Service and even 
published a notebook called "Exercises in English for the Public Examinations" on the 
subject.  By 1904 however he seemed to look for another promotion, he applied for the 
Napier headmaster-ship but missed out to the incumbent assistant. In Mar 1906 he 
received his promotion, being named Headmaster of the Carterton District High School. 
He was also appointed Worshipful Master at the Masonic Lodge during his time here, as 
well as earning his Master’s degree in 1913. After earning this degree, still Headmaster 
of Carterton, he applied for an assistant inspector job in the Hawkes Bay, but missed out 



despite making it to the final 4 (out of 36). in 1914 though he finally left the Wairarapa, 
as he was appointed Headmaster of the Hutt DHS. In 1918 he was also elected President 
of the NZ Educational Institute, around the same time he also called for the removal of 
all local educational boards and the creation of one national one. He resigned from Hutt 
DHS in 1919 in order to take up a role as Inspector in Wellington. He would soon be 
transferred up to Auckland, but not long after returned to Wellington where he remained 
until he retired in 1931. He died in 1949, his wife surviving him by 8 years. By his wife 
he had 3 children, Verna Melvin, Hector Nisbet, a solicitor and Douglas NcNiel an 
engineer.  
 
He had 3 brothers, Alexander Melvin Burns was General Manager of "The Press" in 
Christchurch as well as working a journalist for many papers. John Campbell Burns was 
for many years Headmaster of Petone West School as well as a member of the Borough 
Council, he taught at many other schools as well and also held an MA. Robert Nelson 
Burns was a teacher in Native Schools in NZ before being made Principal of the 
Training College in Tonga as well as working on newspapers in Australia and as 
Manager of the "NZ Truth". He wrote short stories about the Maori under the name "Te 
Pana" He was also somewhat of a black sheep in his youth and appeared in court for 
forgery. 
His father is a fascinating character as well,  
Here is his obituary.  https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19430824.2.52 
Great family this one. 
Research by Grandson Sam 
3rd January 1889 YOUNG LADIES' SCHOOL, BLENHEIM. SCHOOL Duties will 
commence under the proprietorship of the Misses Ensor, as soon as possible after the arrival 
of the S.S. Doric (due on the 10th February).  
MRS MENCE'S FINISHING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, Grove Road 
4th January 1889 The Borough School.— At the Committee meeting last night, held in the 
main building, the clean and tidy state of the rooms and the furniture was remarked by 
members as being creditable to the janitor. 
8th January 1889 Blenheim School Committee forwarded an account for rent due to the 
Church of the Nativity, also submitting the name of Mr. William Nosworthy as the 
Committee's Auditor. The Board appointed Mr. Nosworthy, as prayed. The Department asked 
what liabilities had been incurred by the Board to architect or contractor. Already replied to. 
THE NEW BUILDING. The Department wrote re Blenheim 'school building, pointing out 
that the architect of the Board had in his plans violated Robson's theory of school 
architecture, in which side lights are insisted upon. The local architect had not provided for 
this indispensable thing. The Chairman stated that he had seen the Colonial Secretary who 
was acting as Minister of Education and subsequently the Minister himself, who insisted on a 
concrete building, and the construction being carried out on Departmental plans. He spoke to 
the  Minister as to the separation of the sexes and the difference of floor space provided at the 
expense v of the walls. Since then he had heard from Mr. Scott (the successful tenderer) 
who^ complained that he had been unjustly treated by the high handed action of Government 
in calling for tenders on new plans, after the Board had accepted a tender. He pointed out that 
no condition was attached to the call for tenders, and hinted that he should look to the Board 
to reimburse him for loss of profit &c. The matter was informally discussed. It appeared no 
mention of Government approval was made in the advertisement calling for tenders. It was 
only an afterthought when accepting a tender. Members considered the department had made 
a great mess of the affair. Mr. Douslin, architect, considered the letter of the Secretary to the 
department had grossly and entirely misrepresented him. His plans were actually drawn on 



Robson's theory. He explained in detail how this was, and members were satisfied that Mr. 
Douslin had been misrepresented by the letter of Mr. Habens. The subject dropped. 
AGREEMENT. Mr. Parker observed that an agreement was to have been signed between the 
school committee and the Wesleyan trustees in connection with the letting of their building 
for school purposes. One of the conditions of the agreement was that damages should be 
made good. Well, several forms had been smashed and in spite of repeated efforts to get it 
done, no agreement had yet been signed. He and Mr. Bull and others had called on the 
chairman of the Committee to get the agreement signed, but nothing had yet been done. The 
trustees had therefore decided not to allow the building to be used again until the agreement 
was signed. Accordingly as the holidays would soon be over, he would suggest that the 
instrument be now signed. He had •been asked to mention the matter at the Board meeting, 
though it was not exactly the Board's affair. THE NEW 'BUILDING. Reverting to the new 
building, the Board were generally of opinion that they were protected from liability by the 
fact that they had made then* acceptance of Scott's tender subject to the approval of the 
Board. The Board finally decided to inform Mr. Scott that they were not responsible for the 
action of the Department 
11th January 1889 THE BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. The Pupils of the above 
School will re-assemble on MONDAY Next, January 14th. A full attendance is requested, W. 
H. MACEY, 44 Chairman of Committee 
15th January 1889 EXAMINATION OF THE SCHOOLS.  
We are informed that the Inspector will hold his annual examination of the Borough Schools 
in the course of next month. As far as we are aware, no provision exists for modifying the 
process under exceptional circumstances, but there surely ought to be some arrangement 
made  to avert a poor record. The teaching staff and the pupils have, during the last few 
months, been placed under exceptional disadvantages in fact, progress has been simply 
rendered impossible. The change of building, the excitement, the crowding, have all tended to 
keep the attention distracted, and to militate against the carrying out of the prescribed plan of 
instruction. Under the most favourable circumstances, the work of preparing a school for 
standard examination is one of difficulty and arduousness, and it requires quiet surroundings 
and freedom from excitement. In our opinion, the head master of the Blenheim School 
deserves very great credit indeed for the manner in which he has had the broken threads of 
the interrupted work picked up again, and made the best of curtailed appliances. But for the 
splendid cooperation and aid of the Committee, too, there would certainly have been a 
complete break-down. To look for a usual record of "passes" now would be absurd, and it 
might be worth the Inspector's while to consider whether or not to dispense on this occasion 
with the formal examination for passes, and hold an impromptu examination, by which to 
judge of the fitness of the most advanced pupils in each standard to be promoted. This would 
surely be better than a detailed examination.  
9th January 1889 THE BOROUGH SCHOOL.  
It' we are to judge of the administration of the Education Department by the proceedings that 
have taken place in connection with the re-building of the Borough School, it is high time the 
administration was placed in abler hands. When the Marlborough Education Board 
acquainted the Department with the fact that the school building had been burned down, the 
Board was requested to have plans prepared and tenders called. Following those instructions, 
plans were drawn up by the Board's architect (Mr. Douslin), and tenders were called for, and 
at a meeting of the Board a tender was accepted, subject to departmental approval of the 
plans. The Department, however, did not approve the plans, and the Board was informed that 
the new building would be put up by the Department, the plans submitted by Mr. Douslin 
being in violation of the laws laid down by Robson, the authority on school buildings. To this 
Mr. Douslin replied by letter, and yesterday he defended himself to the Board, showing that, 



so far from being in violation of the Hobson theory, his plans were actually drawn out in 
accordance with that theory. It is difficult to understand the action of the Department. The 
only exception taken by it (according to the extraordinary letter of its Secretary, read 
yesterday) .to the plans was that they did not provide for lighting according to the latest and 
most approved method, This was a matter in which modification could have been readily 
effected. No grounds justifying cancellation of Mr. Douslin's commission in the matter have 
been shown. Clearly there must be a whispering counsellor in the back ground, hiding under 
the aegis of the chief official of the Department. Who enlightened the Reverend William 
James Habens about lighting, ventilation etc., and taught him to discourse so learnedly on the 
subject We have had a good deal of official acquaintance with Mr. Habens during several 
years and we know him to be one of the acutest, most systematic of men, and one of the most 
rapid workers, if not the most rapid, in the Government service of New Zealand. We know 
him to be a scholar and a man of extensive culture, but we never before knew that he was an 
authority on architecture, yet here he writes to the Board laying down precepts, quoting 
authorities and altogether posing as a special expert. Clearly this Secretarial Jacob though he 
has apparently the hands of Esau is not really conveying his own sentiments or achieving his 
own purpose. We quite understand that on the back-stairs one may meet architects and 
contractors waiting on the Minister. The needy hangers-on must be solaced occasionally and 
here was a chance. Of course any Architect of the crowd would be only too glad to find fault 
with Mr. Douslin's plan and supply Mr. Habens with the material for the letter read yesterday. 
We have no hesitation in saying that the Department has been guilty of a very gross piece of 
injustice as well as bungling, and it is to be hoped the perpetration may yet be I prevented. 
We have no objection to plans being drawn in Wellington we have always advocated the 
Department having fixed plans of first, second and third class schools, for the colony, so that 
architects' fees should be no more needed. We would do away altogether with the 
employment of local architects. But while the system remains as it is, we would have the 
architects treated fairly. Mr. Douslin has a reputation (and a high one) to lose. His buildings 
speak for themselves, notably the school at Havelock, which is a strikingly fine building. 
Who is this hidden counsellor The letter would have come better from the Colonial Architect 
than from the Secretary. But not only is Mr. Douslin's professional reputation assailed, but 
the public convenience is disregarded. There has been quite long enough delay already in the 
erection of the school, 'and now it has fallen into the hands of the Department there is no 
saying when the work will be put in hand. No doubt it will be twelve months from the time of 
the fire before the whole school is again in its own quarters, and in the meantime the 
disjointed condition of the school has a most prejudicial effect upon the progress of the 
children, which the utmost perfection of side lighting will hardly compensate. It is to be 
hoped representations will be made to Mr. Fisher which will have the effect of inducing him 
to sanction a modification of the plans, so that the work can. be put in hand without delay.  
1st February 1889 The usual meeting of the Committee was held last night. Present, Messrs 
Macey (Chairman), Robinson, Taylor, Birch, and Gillespie (Secretary).  
EXPLANATION. A letter was read from Mr. Pike, Secretary to the Wesleyan. Trustees, to 
the effect that aa the Chairman had not fulfilled his promise to sign the lease for the school, 
the Trustees would not grant the use of the room till it was signed. The Secretary explained 
that he had the draft agreement, which he had mislaid, and it was entirely owing to an 
oversight of his that it had Hot been signed. The Chairman corroborated this, and added that 
he had to complain of Mr. Parker's remarks at the Education Board, to the effect that he had 
failed to fulfil the agreement with the Trustees. Such Was not the case, and he protested 
strongly against the remarks. Mr. Robinson also desired to protest in the strongest terms 
against the remarks of Mr. Parker about the alleged breakage of forms, etc., no such damage 
hating been done to the Committee's knowledge. The subject then dropped.  



THE EXAMINATION. Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan, Head Master and Head Mistress 
respectively, attended as a deputation- from the staff, to ask the Committee to get the 
Inspector to postpone the examination. Mr. Lucas, who acted as spokesman, said they did not 
desire to have a qualified examination. What they did want was a postponement of the 
examination to September; because, all drawbacks considered, February would not be a good 
time for the examination. The staff had strong ideas on the subject, and he did riot think the 
parents would dissent from this view of the case. He would read the notes he had made of 
their joint views. In passing, Mr. Lucas referred to the book question, and read a letter from 
the Inspector, in which that officer agreed to the use of the books nominated- by the Teachers 
1 Association, provided they were added to the standing list, and not substituted for any of 
the present books. He mentioned that in Miss Morgana case there were 160 children in one 
room, and inadequate desk accommodation. The subject was discussed in a conversational 
way, and the committee agreed to recommend the Board to favourably consider the 
suggestion of the head teachers, as embodied in a letter. GENERAL. The attendance for the 
month was shewn to be, boys 240, girls 120, total 360. The Hon. Major Baillie M.L.C. and 
Mr. A P. Seymour M.H.R. were nominated to the Education Board. The Chairman reported 
that Mr. Penney had agreed to supply school requisites at cost, price. The Chairman was 
thanked for his action, and the Secretary ordered to inform parents of it. A letter was received 
from Mr. Geo. Henderson thanking the Committee for their expression towards himself and 
saying that his interest in educational matters was unabated. Having passed accounts for 
payment, the committee adjourned. 
2nd February 1889  PUBLISHED EVERY EVENING. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1889. 
THE SCHOOL EXAMINATION.  
Mb Lucas put the case fairly and strongly and [intelligibly to the Borough School Committee 
on Thursday evening, and the Committee, ever watchful and helpful of the interests of the 
school, discussed the matter very ably, and wisely decided to support the requests of the 
heads of the schools. A short time ago we pointed out that it would be unreasonable to submit 
the pupils to the test of an ordinary examination, considering the untoward circumstances that 
have attended the schools during the last few months, and we are glad to see that the teachers, 
looking at it from their professional standpoint, take the same .view as we do from the public 
standpoint. It can hardly be doubted that the Board will recognise the reasonableness of the 
request made by the teachers, and direct their Inspector accordingly. The main building has 
been burned down, and temporary premises, inadequate and unfit, and not half equipped, 
have had to be got, and the work is carried on in these temporary premises with the utmost 
difficulty. It reflects very great credit upon the teachers that |they have preserved such order, 
and done such work, under circumstances so unfavorable and depressing. How long these 
circumstances may continue to exist is, as yet, a matter of conjecture merely^ It will certainly 
be six months before toe new building is available, and it would surely be far better to 
postpone the examination until the troubles are over, and the schools are properly housed. An 
examination for passes now would be no fair test at all, and the Inspector himself would 
probably be more conscious of the fact than anybody else. While on the subject of the 
schools, we should like to say that in our opinion the tone of the schools has greatly improved 
of late, and this is the more creditable because of the untoward circumstances in which they 
have been placed, and we very heartily sympathise with the teachers in the uphill work they 
have had to do. One matter is often spoken of, viz. the paucity of the home lessons. The 
opinion is very generally entertained that the children are not given tasks enough in the 
evening. That is a matter of detail which it may suit the heads of departments to look into. It 
is for them to decide, but as the matter is a good deal spoken of, it may be as well for them to 
look closely into it.  



5th February 1889 BOROUGH SCHOOLS. The Borough School Committee wrote enclosing 
a letter from the Head Master and Head Mistress of the Borough Schools, in which those 
officers asked the committee to request that the annual examination of the schools might be 
postponed to September, on the ground that the work of the past few months had been carried 
on under most unfavourable circumstances. The committee endorsed the request. Mr. Conolly 
moved that the letter, approved by the Board, be forwarded to the Inspector." He quite 
approved of the request though he  thought, there being no report of the Blenheim School in 
the Inspector's annual report to the Board, there might be some difficulty. Mr. Parker 
suggested a postponement till June, so that the report might appear in the Board's report, but 
it was pointed out that March 31st was the limit of that report. The Secretary said the 
Inspector was on his way along the district, and it was decided to forward him the letters to 
meet him at Canvastown. The Board desired it to be known that they merely endorsed the 
recommendation, but gave no instruction to the Inspector.  
MINISTERIAL PROMISES. The Chairman informed the Board that when in Wellington 
recently, he had Been the hon. Mr. Fisher, Minister of Education, who had not changed his 
opinion of the local architect's plans, but had obtained some tracings from Dunedin of 
suitable buildings, one of which he showed him (the Chairman), and it certainly seemed s 
very handsome, suitable concrete edifice, capable of holding 520 scholars. He (Mr. Seymour) 
begged there should be no delay, and the Minister said there should be none, and added that if 
it cost more than the estimate they should have a good building. Since then no more had been 
heard of the matter. He would call again at the office to-morrow, as he intended going over to 
Wellington this evening. Members deplored the apathy of the Department, but were agreed 
that they were helpless. WAITOHI. The Committee wrote, enclosing a letter from the master 
(Mr. Wilmot), in which that gentleman asked for repairs to his residence and a number of 
school requisites. He urged inter alia that the accumulated filth of years should be removed." 
The architect was directed to inspect and report on the repairs and requisites, the Board 
deeming it, however, no part of their duty to scrub dirty floors. The architect was further 
instructed to report what furniture there was at present in the school. KAITUNA. The Kaituna 
Committee recommended the appointment of Mr. C. H. Mills as auditor of their accounts. 
Sanctioned. RENWICK. The Renwick Committee reported that the paling fence round their 
school would cost £23. The Board resolved to call for tenders for a three-railed fence.  
9th February 1889 The Under Secretary. The Rev W. J. Habens, Secretary to the Department 
of Education, and Inspector-General of Schools, is visiting Blenheim. Up to the present, 
however, he has not called at the Education office, or interviewed the Board's architect. 
Probably however his business is not connected with the new building. Since the following 
was in type we learn that Mr. Habens has finally arranged for the erection of a brick building 
capable of holding between 500 and 600 children 
13th February 1889 Inspection of Schools. Mr. Hodgson Inspector of schools, has definitely 
decided to examine the Borough Schools, and not to postpone the examination. 
1st March 1889 THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
An ordinary meeting of the Committee was held last evening present Messrs Macey 
(Chairman), J. T. Robinson, Jos. Taylor, J. E. Hodson, Birch, and Gillespie, (Secretary). 
ATTENDANCE. The Head Mistress reported the average attendance at the Girls' School for 
February to have been 122 the Head Master reported the attendance in his department as 
follows: Infants' 225, boys' 150, total 375. The Head Master asked for increased 
accommodation, and the Chairman reported that Miss Morgan had made a similar request. 
The Head Master, who was in attendance, explained that in consequence of a recent drafting 
from class to class, and a general increase in the attendance, the work of the school could not 
be carried on at all unless' further accommodation was provided. The fetid atmosphere alone 
was a great drawback. Miss Morgan had now 194 on her roll and she was in a similar 



position. The Committee agreed that it was impossible to carry on the work under such 
circumstances. Mr. Hodson as a member of the Visiting Committee was prepared to bear out 
the statement of Mr. Lucas, as to the overcrowding of the room. Mr. Robinson suggested that 
Mr. Ogilvie and his pupil teacher might be transferred to the Temperance Hall. Mr. Hodson 
moved That Mr. Lucas in conjunction with the Chairman should wait upon the Board and 
request them to find additional accommodation also that the Chairman see what can be done 
in reference to the Temperance Hall." The motion was carried. THE EXAMINATION. Great 
satisfaction was expressed at the alleged excellent result of the examination of the two 
departments of the school. The Chairman observed that Miss Morgan had asked that in 
fairness the girls of the 4th and 5th standards should have a day or two's holiday, and the 
Committee agreed that as the Church of England picnic was fixed for Tuesday and the regatta 
for Wednesday, Tuesday and Wednesday should be holidays for both schools.  
THE BUILDINGS. Mr. Robinson said they needed new desks, and the Chairman explained 
that Mr. Huddlestone had wished the making of the desks might be deferred, pending the 
settlement of the plans for the new building. The Committee' were of .opinion that they could 
not recognise anyone but the Board, and requested the deputation to bring this question up at 
the Board meeting. Mr. Robinson animadverted upon the delay that had taken place in 
reference to the new building.  
SEWING. The Chairman reported that Miss Morgan wanted to take up sewing again all the 
sewing that had been done in the old building had been burned. Mr. Taylor advocated that it 
should be provided. Mr. Robinson thought, though it was in the syllabus, school sewing was 
useless. Mr. Birch concurred, but as Miss Morgan was said to be an excellent teacher of 
sewing, he was agreeable to its being taught. Leave granted.  
FURNITURE. The Chairman said Miss Morgan needed a cupboard. Mr. Hodson thought it 
needless to provide furniture for temporary buildings. Mr. Birch thought a box might be 
provided at a. small cost. The Committee resolved to request the Board to provide a 
cupboard, and it was stated that the Secretary to the Board had promised to provide easels for 
blackboards. ACCOUNTS. Accounts were passed for payment,, and the meeting closed.  
 
6th March 1889 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOL. A letter was read from the Blenheim 
Committee, conveying resolutions authorising the Chairman and Mr. Lucas (H.M.) to wait 
upon the Board to obtain increased accommodation in the schools. Mr. Macey, who acted as 
spokesman, pointed out that the school was much overcrowded and that there was difficulty 
in arranging matters. He asked the headmaster (Mr. Lucas) to afford further detailed 
information on the subject. They could not obtain the use of the Wesleyan vestry and could 
only get the Grove Road Temperance Hall, at 20s per week. Mr. Lucas said since the 
examination children had had to be moved up and drafted into other rooms. Consequently lie 
and Miss Morgan had to contend with over-crowding. His room held 118 and he had now 
200. The vitiated air and the inconvenience were most detrimental to the work of the school, 
which could not be carried on under present circumstances. He wanted extra accommodation 
for 40 boys and 40 girls, and even then they would be overcrowded. They had had in 
attendance fully 85 per cent on the number on the roll. The Grove Road Hall would 
accommodate from 80 to 100, but of course that would entail a mixing of the sexes. On the 
subject of desks it appeared that Mr. Huddlestone had a number of desks underweigh (Sic), to 
suit the newly planned building. In reply to Mr. Conolly, Mr. Lucas said he should send 4th 
standard girls and 3rd standard boys to the Grove Road Hall. The sexes would not be mixed 
in the school, it was only outside that they would be together. The .deputation thanked the 
Board, and withdrew. The Board decided to allow the Committee to engage the Grove Road 
Hall, provided outhouses were furnished. In reference to the Committee's request for a locked 



cupboard for Miss Morgan the Board decided to communicate with the department on the 
subject of school furniture altogether 
CLAIM. Mr. Jellicoe of Wellington, wrote claiming on behalf of Mr. John Scott, contractor, 
Nelson, the sum of £300 for breach of warranty in connection with the contract for rebuilding 
the Blenheim School. The Chairman explained that this had been forwarded to the 
Department, who had returned it to the Board. Mr. Conolly advised that it lie on the table. 
When a writ was served they could move. Agreed to. 
A QUESTION OF SITE. Correspondence of a voluminous character was read in reference to 
the school site. The writers objected that the present site was small, unhealthy, and not always 
accessible. It appeared that a railway section could be had by purchase and that another piece 
of land on Maxwell Road, known as Barleyman's," was available. The Board, it seemed, 
could not afford to purchase the former, and the latter site was far too remote. The question 
was discussed. Mr. Conolly declined to accept Mr. Huddleston's dictum about site. He did not 
see what Mr. Huddleston could know on that subject more than any of them? selves. He 
thought the Board ought to express itself very strongly on the subject of the delay. Hon. 
Major Baillie moved "That the Board has no other site, nor no money to purchase one; that 
the level of the present site is rather above than under the average level of Blenheim as the 
railway plans will show; that there exists no good reason for the raising of this question of 
levels, but the delay thereby caused is most prejudicial to the interests of the school, the 
building of which, had it been left in the hands of the Board, would probably have been half 
accomplished. The Board therefore strongly urges the Minister to proceed at once with the 
building, and authorise the Chairman to write to him in terms of this resolution." Mr. Conolly 
seconded the motion which was carried nan con.  
THE EXAMINATION. Mr. Hodgson, Inspector of Schools, wrote on the subject of the 
examination he had just held, stating generally that he deemed it well to hold the examination 
of the Blenheim schools in due course, and that it had resulted satisfactorily. He would ask 
the Board to receive his report on the 14th inst. The Inspector also reported on the pupil 
teachers' examination: —13 candidates had presented themselves, 10 of whom were fully 
equal to the tests three had failed. The marks were as follows :—First Year: A. Burns 593, M. 
Clare, 570. Second Year: H. Robinson 546, M. Farmar 525, Octavia Huddleston 483. Third 
Year: L. Logan 594, A. Wrigley 550. Fourth Year: L. Matthews 710, C. Roberts 585. 
Candidate for admission: H. Stratford, 575. 
14th March 1889 Inspector Hodgson reported 
Blenheim Boys— Mr. Lucas assistants, Mr. W. Ogilvie, Mr. Simpson, and a pupil teacher. 
(On the roll 163, present 113). When the drawbacks occasioned by the recent destruction of 
the  school buildings are taken into account, the outcome of my examination will appear 
creditable to teachers and pupils alike. With the exception of the fifth standard boys, who did 
badly, comparatively few candidates broke down. The sixth standard work showed very little 
falling off, .no boy indeed proving unequal to the task required of him, while the numerous 
second and third standard classes had collectively fewer failures than .were recorded against 
them last year. The fact is, skilful and energetic teachers will, as a rule, be so put on their 
mettle by obstacles, as to overcome both want of rooms and want of upholstery. It is the . 
teacher that makes the school, not the temporary surroundings.  
Blenheim Girls —Miss Morgan, assistant Miss Linton, and two pupil teachers'. On roll 158 
present 143. Contrary to the expectation of the teachers themselves, and notwithstanding the 
serious difficulties entailed by want of space for the classes, and want of desks and seats, the 
girls acquitted themselves far. better this year than they did at their previous examination, 
when neither pupils nor teachers appeared to understand one another. Only nine failures were 
recorded throughout the school— just as many as broke down last year in the sixth standard 
alone; It is true that twenty three of those who passed were re-presented in the standard in 



which they had failed the year before) but against this advantage may be fairly set the 
exceptional drawbacks with which the successful candidates had to contend;  
Blenheim Juniors. Miss Crawford and three pupil teachers. On roll 270, presented 238. In 
spite of the well-known causes that have this year told against alt the Blenheim schools, the 
teachers had so bestirred themselves in this division, that I could detect no falling off in the 
performances of the children. Every one of the candidates for the 1st standard succeeded in 
passing, while in that subject to the weakness of which I pointedly referred in last year's 
report reading— an unmistakeable improvement has been effected. All the girls, and fully a 
third of the boys, have got rid of the doleful drawl that formerly spoiled their reading. It may 
be reasonably expected that by next year this fault will have entirely disappeared, never to 
return. 
18th March 1889 The plans in the architect's hands show that Blenheim is to have a 
substantial, elegant, and commodious school in place of the, burned building. The appearance 
of the front elevation is very reassuring, the edifice being of the best school order. School 
architecture can never be of a special style, because the building is subject to certain special 
conditions. Especially is the designer governed by the all-important question of lighting. The 
windows arc raised 5 feet above the floor level, and are ample in size. There are four class 
rooms, each 45 feet x 22 feet, each seating 90; two of 30 feet 6 inches x 22 feet, each seating 
60; two lavatories, 20 feet x 12 feet each two offices and libraries, one for each head teacher, 
each 20 feet x 14 feet and one bell turret. The building will quite comfortably accommodate 
480 children, and it is to be of German kiln-baked bricks." The desks are dual, in tiers of five. 
The passages are. ample in width, being 7 feet wide and abundant means of egress are 
provided. In front there is a verandah with concrete, floor 13 feet deep, and iron roofing. This 
being 77 feet long, will afford space for drill or play in wet weather. The school has a 
northern aspect, and the verandah is fitted with an ample skylight. ,The architect estimates 
that the construction of the building will occupy ten months. The question of site has not been 
discussed. The Inspector, the architect, and others interested themselves, and endeavored to 
get the site changed to a higher level, and specially favored Barleyman's land in the Maxwell 
Road but it was generally considered too remote, and the Board seemed to have no particular 
perception of the alleged disadvantages of the present site, and the subject dropped. It will 
certainly afford a good deal of satisfaction to the community to see the building begun.  
30th March 1889 Rifle Match. A team of the Blenheim School Cadets met a team of the Tua 
Marina Cadets at the Tua Marina butts yesterday, in a firing match, with the result that the 
Tua Marina scored 30 above their opponents 
9th March 1889 THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENTS. We visited the schools yesterday morning, for the 
purpose of finding out how the different classes had been disposed, several enquiries having 
been made of us on the subject. At the main school Mr. Lucas has the 5th and 6th classes of 
boys, the roll numbers being 45 and 28 respectively. In the event of a full school, therefore, 
73 children would be present, a number which, if not in excess of the floor space, is quite in 
excess of the desk accommodation. We would suggest the erection of a few feet of flap-desks 
along the walls. Mr. Lucas, however, has been relieved by the 3rd and 4th, to the number of 
42, being sent down under Mr. Simson to the Grove Road Hall. These were formerly in Mr. 
Lucas' room, and the heat and inconvenience were insupportable. Mr. Ogilvie, in his room, 
has 89 on the roll, comprising 2nd and 4th standard boys. This number is also far, and still 
more, in excess of the accommodation. Miss Roberts, in the infant room, has comparatively a 
paradise; her former muster was 100, but since. the examination and promotion of 40, Miss 
Crawford has relieved her of that number, leaving her 60 in a room capable of holding 
comfortably 90 or 100, who, by the way, do not need desk accommodation, but have a 
gallery. At the Nativity school room Miss Crawford has 1st, 2nd, and 3rd boys and girls, the 



total roll number being 150. By dint of excellent management the difficulties of the situation 
are lessened, but they are ,very apparent. The first standard children are packed in the 
chancel, some 70 in number if in full attendance, the second and third being in the body of 
the room. The building is very close and rather inconvenient for school purposes, and it is 
only by dint of sound administration, and the efforts a thoroughly good staff of two pupil 
teachers, that order is preserved, as it certainly is. The Wesleyan schoolroom is occupied by 
Miss Morgan, who has the following sections in her charge 7th class 9 pupils, 6th, 21, 5th, 30, 
4th, 44, 3rd ,56, 2nd, 41, in all 200. On the platform the 6th and 7th are seated at desks, 
occasionally exchanging seats with the juniors in the body of the room. The moving about 
that is unavoidable, is most disquieting, and it is with great difficulty that the work is carried 
on at all. The crowding is dreadful, but, in spite of all, the discipline is perfect, and judging 
by the results of the recent examination the work is excellent. Our readers have thus a clear 
idea of how the schools are being worked pending the erection of the new building, and they 
will agree with us that teachers and committee deserve the highest credit for their earnest 
endeavors.  
11th March 1889 The Borough School. The contractor for the rebuilding of the Borough 
School has been instructed to proceed forthwith with the erection of the new school on the 
present site. This information will be very acceptable to the committee and the public 
29th March 1889 The usual meeting of the Committee we hell last evening in the schoolroom 
Present Messrs Macey (chairman), J. T. Robinson, Taylor and Gillespie (Secretary). 
CORRESPONDENCE. The Head Mistress (Miss Morgan) r< ported an average attendance 
of 98 during  the month. The Head Master reported 375 in the main school. Mr. Simson 
applied for an increase of salary. The Headmaster intimated that they would have provide 
warming apparatus. The Chairman observed that Miss Morgan complained bitterly of 
irregular attendance  since the examination. The cleaner applied for increased cleaning 
appliances. The Chairman said it had been necessary to employ additional labor in cleaning 
and repairs. INCREASE OF SALARY. The application to the Board of M Simson for 
increased salary, endorsed b; Mr. Lucas, was cordially supported b; Messrs Taylor and 
Robinson. The Committee decided to forward the application with a strong recommendation 
in favor of it. WARMING APPARATUS AND DESKS ETC. The question of warming 
apparatus was considered? Mr. Robinson said- not much increased warmth was heeded in 
Miss Crawford': room, which was over-crowded. It was decided to refer the matter to the 
Board. Mr. Robinson reported, as one of chi visiting Committee that the accommodation at 
the Temperance Hall was quite inadequate. Actually some of the children had to go on their 
knees to write (murmurs). When the matter was brought  up at the Board Mr. Huddlestone 
put in his oar, and the supply was delayed. He (Mr. Robinson) did not believe in the dual 
desk  plan. He could not see why Mr. Huddlestone should have so much to say in the matter. 
After some discussion it was resolved to request the Board to forthwith supply  desks for the 
use of the children. The Chairman referred to the need for a cupboard- or other convenience 
for Miss Morgan's use. The Committee resolved to again draw the Board's attention to the 
matter. 
THE CARETAKER. The communication from Mr. Chandler (cleaner) were considered and 
discussed at considerable length, and an extra allowance was voted to him for his services at 
Grove Road. Certain appliances asked for by him were ordered to be got. The accounts 
rendered for cleaning were passed for payment.  
THE RESIDENCE. Mr. Robinson again referred to the dilapidation of the schoolmaster's 
house, which was really in a most deplorable condition. The floors were rotten, it was half 
eaten away with rats, the wind howled through it, and it was altogether in a most disgraceful 
state. It had been spoken of on the night before the firs, but since then it had been dropped. 



He would move that the Board be reminded of it. The motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, was 
carried.  
REPORT. A sub Committee consisting, of the Chairman and Messrs Gillespie and Robinson, 
was appointed to draw up a report for the householders' meeting,— the meeting to be held in 
Ewart's Hall. VISITORS. Messrs Macey and Hodson were elected a Visiting Committee for 
the ensuing month. The meeting then rose. 
3rd April 1889 THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS, Correspondence was read from the Borough 
School Committee. (1) re desks (2) re cupboard in the girl's school: (3) re heating apparatus; 
(4) re increase of salary to Mr. Simson.  
Mr. Parker brought under the notice of the Board the fact that, the six months for which, the 
Wesleyan school was token expired on Saturday, and that new arrangements should be made 
forthwith. The Board discussed these matters very fully, and resolved: (1) “That the Board 
architect make arrangement for heating the infant room." (2) " That the question of a 
cupboard for Miss Morgan stand over." (3) On hearing from the Secretary that the Architect 
had pronounced  the master's house 'quite sound,' and only lacking in rat traps " that the 
Chairman see the Architect with reference to repairing the school-master's house." (4)That 
Mr. -Simson's application be considered at next meeting 
9th April 1889 Our Volunteers. — Yesterday afternoon the Blenheim School Cadets were put 
through an hour's drill under the new regulations. — This evening the A.R., the B.C.R. and 
the cadets will parade, also under the new regulations which, it should be added, will be in 
force at the Easter Encampment. Itis requested that every member shall be present. 
12th April 1889 TENDERS will be received by the Architect, until. SATURDAY, at Noon for 
— Repairs to Teacher's Residence, Blenheim. Specifications may be seen at the Office of 
Wm. Douslin, Esq., Architect.  
13th April 1889 Blenheim Borough Schools. — Mr. G. Fitzgerald, the local head of the Public 
Works Department returned rather suddenly from Nelson yesterday under departmental 
instructions. His business is to make enquiries in regard to the site and other matters in 
connection with the new school building, in consequence of certain hitches that have 
occurred 
23rd April DETERMINED ARSON. 
The most inexplicable and sensational fire that has probably ever occurred in this city of fires 
took place at an early hour this morning. About half-an-hour after MIDNIGHT the five-boll 
rans out an alarm. Those who ran out saw no glare, and v good many persons went back at 
once to their homes. There was, however, a cloud of smoke proceeding from the vicinity of 
the State School, and it was naturally feared that an attempt had been made to burn down the 
existing edifices. It turned out that the fire was in the residence of Mr. Lucas, the headmaster, 
and hither the few who were about repaired. Sergeant Scanlan and the constables on duty 
wore quickly on the spot, and two or three persons who had obtained access to the house 
were busily engaged in the back upstairs rooms in putting out the fire, which was threatening 
the upper storey. The flames were quickly subdued, but it was found on investigation that the 
fire had originated in the dining room, in the rear of the drawing room, and that an attempt 
had clearly been made to burn the building down. The dining room is an apartment about 12 
feet square, and it contains one ordinary sash window opening to the back.  
THE OCCUPANT'S ACCOUNT. Mr. Lucas junior was the sole occupant of the house (Mr. 
Lucas and family being absent in Nelson) and he in reply to questions said he retired to bed in 
his bedroom about half past 10; that before doing so he had examined the windows and doors 
and found them secure ; that about 20 minutes past 12 he was awakened by a noise in the 
back, as of a heavy body falling, and that he had at once run into the room which he found in 
flames. Going to the front door he was about to raise an alarm when a neighbour and some 
persons passing by came in and did their best to check the flames, while an alarm was given 



at the brigade station. This brought the firemen on the spot and no time was lost in getting the 
hose into play.  
ON AN EXAMINATION of the room it was found that the wall to the right of and just below 
the windowsill was burned, and that from that evident starting point, the flames had spread, 
burning the curtains and the boards and paper, and enveloping the room. Just under the 
window was picked up a roll of material resembling calico, in size about a foot long and 
some 6 inches in diameter. This was burned at both ends, but it yielded no smell of kerosene 
or other inflammable stuff. The window panes wert broken but whether by fire or by hand did 
not transpire. The firemen quickly subdued all indications of fire. The origin of the fire is 
quite unknown, but the affair certainly had a very disquieting aspect. - 
23rd April 1889 SUCCESSFUL ARSON. 
THE PLOT THICKENS. The fire was quickly subdued, and all danger having apparently 
subsided, the firemen and constables left the house in charge of young Mr. Lucas. All was 
quiet for about two hours. In the meantime Mr. Cheek, who lived next door, knowing that 
Mr. Lucas was subject to attacks of vertigo when excited, went to offer to stay with him 
during the rest of the night. The two then went and walked in the street for a time, when Mr. 
Cheek suddenly smelt fire, and called young Lucas' attention to it, and asked him to come 
inside and see what had happened. Lucas declined, being doubtless greatly excited by the 
startling occurrence of the early part of the evening, and said he would wait outside till the 
police came. Mr. Cheek then went in search of the police, and after going round the Criterion 
corner, he saw a glare and hurried back. He then observed a small group of persons of whom 
two were constables, gathered in the road, and on joining them he found young Lucas lying 
on the ground in a fit. He then drew the attention of the constables to the fire, and one of them 
at once went to the Brigade station and rang the bell. THE STARTING -PLACES. The party 
repaired at once to the house, where they were quickly joined by others (Mr. Lucas having 
been conveyed to the Criterion) and it was found that fire had broken out in the front room 
and in a shed in the rear, the door of which was open. Near the shed was a chair which had 
been removed hastily from the building when the first fire broke out. This was charred, and it 
might be, though it is in the last degree improbable, that a spark or flake from it might have 
been carried into the shed. However, the flames gained complete mastery of the building, and 
despite the splendid exertions of Captain McArtney and his men with the steam fire engine, 
which was almost instantaneously at work, the house was completely destroyed. Those who 
were first on the scene very promptly went in, and as long as the advancing flames allowed 
them, carried out into the garden as much of the furniture and effects as they could. It was 
soon quite impossible to save anything however. The firemen might just as well have allowed 
the building to be burned down altogether, for all exertions were quite ineffectual. It was only 
in preventing the spread of the fire to other buildings that they were of service.  
AN ENQUIRY should certainly be held into this most extraordinary affair, for we hear direct 
statements and sensational accounts which ought to be made on oath before the Coroner. 
Unless they are so made they are not public property. 
INSURANCE The furniture was insured in the Norwich Union Office for £200. The building 
was, of course, vested in the Board of Education. What the extent of Mr. Lucas’ loss is we are 
unable to say at present. 
24th April 1889 I BEG to convey my Sincere Thanks to the. Fire Brigade and all those who 
worked so earnestly in saving my effects from the fire on Monday Night last. J. P LUCAS. 
24th April 1889 HOUSEHOLDERS  MEETINGS 
BLENHEIM. A meeting of householders, for the purpose of electing a new Committee for 
the Borough Schools, was held last night in Ewart's Hall. There was a large attendance, and 
Mr. George Henderson was voted to the chair. The Chairman read the advertisement 



convening the meeting, and called upon the outgoing Committee to present their report. The 
Secretary (Mr. Gillespie) then read the following report : —  
ANNUAL REPORT. "In accordance with clause 64 of the Education Act, the above 
Committee beg to lay before the householders of the Borough of Blenheim a report of the 
proceedings of the past year. Your Committee have held regular monthly meetings during 
their term of office, and at each meeting a visiting committee, consisting of two members, 
was appointed, so as to visit the schools and report to the whole Committee at their next 
sitting, on not only the state of the schools, but the requirements necessary for carrying out 
the duties of these establishments in a proper and efficient manner, and it is satisfactory for 
your Committee to report that the children have been orderly in their manner and most 
attentive to their duties, as the report of the Inspector will show, for in the Blenheim Borough 
School (boys) out of 143 presented, 97 passed; in the Blenheim School (girls) 142 were 
presented and 116 passed, whilst in the juniors of 238, 62 were presented and passed. The 
above reflects great credit on the teachers of the different schools. It is also gratifying to' 
report that during the year one of the head master's pupils, Richard Weldon, aged 14 years, 
gained the Marlborough scholarship, which enables him. to attend the Nelson College for two 
years' free of charge. 
As will be seen by the-balance-sheet laid before you this evening, your Committee have 
expended large sums of money in levelling and filling up the school grounds, and altogether 
putting the grounds in good order and repair. Your Committee beg to deplore the loss the 
Borough sustained in the destruction by fire of the upper schools, but trust that in a very short 
time commodious and spacious school buildings will be in the course of erection. Through 
this untoward circumstances your Committee had to find the most suitable buildings in 
different parts of the town, so as to carry on the work of the schools, and which necessitated 
many extra meetings during the month ; and no sooner had your Committee made 
arrangements for the lease of the Temperance Hall buildings for scholastic purposes, than 
they also were destroyed by fire. But it is satisfactory to state that the Trustees of both the 
English and Wesleyan Churches at once offered the use of their Sunday Schoolrooms, on 
advantageous terms. These, we may state were gladly accepted by your Committee, for 
recommendation to the Education Board ; and although the buildings temporarily used as day 
schools are situated in different parts of the town, thereby necessitating the absence of the 
Head Master from his own department, through having to visit the other schools, the 
foregoing table of passes reflects more than ordinary credit on the teachers, more especially 
when you consider the obstacles that had to be overcome, thereby verifying the words of the 
Inspector in his report, when ho says : "It is the teacher who makes the school, and not the 
temporary surroundings."  
Your Committee desire to bring under the notice of this meeting the fact that two of the 
members who were elected at the last annual meeting have seceded through non-attendance, 
one having left the colony, the other having left the district, and to fill up the vacancy 
occasioned by Mr. Renfrew having left the colony, your Committee unanimously appointed 
Mr. Joseph Taylor, jun., in his stead. Your Committee would also point to the satisfactory 
arrangements that have been made with Messrs. Penney & Co; for the supply of school 
books, viz.., the books required, to be supplied at publisher's prices, thereby saving the 
parents of children thirty to forty per cent. The average attendance in the boys' school daring 
the year has been 343, and that of the girls' department 127, but still the committee are of 
opinion that even this attendance is not what it ought to be, and would strongly recommend 
that their successors in office bring into operation the compulsory clauses of the Education 
Act when the new school buildings are erected. We would point out to this meeting the 
anomaly occasioned by the Act enforcing the audit to be made to the 31st December, 1888, 
and a supplementary balance-sheet having to be drawn up to March 30. The abstract of 



accounts for the year ending 31st December, 1888, showed the total receipts to be £189 10s 
10d, including the balance from last year of £38 6s Id. The expenditure for the same period 
included filling up grounds, £32 ; cleaning, £61 10s ; fuel, £21 17s 10d ; books, maps, etc., 
£13 8s 8d ; furniture, £17 10s 0d; printing and advertising, £1 6s; stationery, £15 3s 2d; 
auditing fee 1889, £1 Is ; watchman after, fire, 10s ; leaving a balance in hand of £2 3s ld. 
The supplementary statement, covering the period from the 1st of January, 1889, to 31st 
March, shows the receipts to be £63 12s, including balance on January 1st and expenditure 
£28 8s 2d, leaving a balance of £35 3s 10d." The Chairman called for remarks upon the 
report.  
A householder asked what salary the Secretary to the Committee received. Mr. Gillespie 
replied : Nothing, at present. Mr. Kirby moved the adoption of the report and a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Committee for their invaluable services to the community during the past year. 
Mr. Malcolm seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. The Chairman then read 
the part of the act bearing upon the election of school committees, and intimated that he was 
prepared to receive nominations for the new committee. The following were nominated : 
Messrs. Macey, Arthur Hewitt, Joseph Taylor, Jas. T. Robinson, C. Tunnicliffe, W. Gillespie, 
Jas. Hay, T. H. Hustwick, Jas. Hodson, F. Birch, R. Wanden, T. H. Hanna, Rev. Mr. Robb, J. 
Kirby. The following declined to serve, Rev. Mr. Robb, Messrs. Gillespie, Hustwick, Kirby 
and Wanden, and the number of candidates was thus reduced to ten. Mr. Griffiths asked that 
the now candidates for office should express their views and opinions on educational matters. 
(Applause.) Mr. Rabbits seconded the motion. Mr. James T. Robinson spoke to the motion 
and remarked that it was always difficult to get regular attendance on the part of members, 
and he hoped new members would remember this. He thought Mr. Hewitt's position would 
prevent his regular attendance. He himself would withdraw willingly, but he would like to 
withdraw in favor of someone who could attend regularly. (Applause.) Mr. A. Hewitt said he 
had plenty of time and if elected he would act fairly and impartially. Someone hinted that Mr. 
Jos. Taylor, junior, should speak. Mr. Gillespie said Mr. Taylor had attended all meetings 
since his election. Mr. Taylor said he had done his best for his own youngsters, and in doing 
so had done his best for all. (Applause). He would do his duty if elected. (Applause.) Mr. C. 
Tunnicliffe had an interest in the school and would be glad to help in the management of it. 
He did not believe in interference with the teachers. He would like to have seen the old 
Committee re-elected. He h.ad no particular policy or fancies; but he would do his best for 
all. (Applause.) The Chairman thought it a laudable ambition to desire to serve on a 
Committee. Mr. Hay had no policy but would do his duty if elected. Mr. Jas. Hutcheson 
objected to the plan of examination of the schools, as now pursued. The teachers knew the 
examiners' fads, This he thought was not at all desirable. Mr. Robinson said that had nothing 
to do with the Committee, and he would like Mr. Hutcheson to name his authority for such a 
statement. Mr. Hutcheson said it was a well-known fact. (Loud applause.) Mr. Robinson a 
disputed the statement and thought it ought to be supported by proof. Mr. Wanden concurred 
with Mr. Robinson. Mr. Kirby thoroughly supported Mr. Hutcheson, whose view he held was 
absolutely correct. (Applause, and a voice "no.") The poll was ordered to be called at 10.30 
o’clock, and the chairman explained the modus operandi.  
The ballot papers were given out and the votes taken in the ballot box, the chairman acting as 
Returning Officer, Mr. Kirby as poll clerk, and Mr. Macey as custodian of the ballot box, and 
(subsequently) Mr. Gillespie as scrutineer. The examination of the papers occupied nearly an 
hour and the result of the balloting was as follows '—Messrs. Hewitt 352, Robinson 141, 
Hutcheson 130, J. Taylor jnr. 85, J. Hodson 82, Macey 77, Hanna 58, Birch 56, Tunnicliffe 
46, and Hay 35.  
On returning to the platform at 11.15 the chairman announced that the first seven were duly 
elected members : Messrs. Hewitt, Robinson, Hutcheson, Taylor, Hodson, Macey and Hanna. 



The announcement was received with applause and the elected having returned thanks and 
hearty thanks having been voted to the chairman and those associated with him in the 
election, the meeting dispersed at 11.45.  
Mr. Macey was immediately re-elected chairman. 
24th April 1889 THE CUMULATIVE VOTE. 
Blenheim has furnished a remarkable illustration of the absurdity and perniciousness of 
cumulative voting at school committee elections. Last night, one of the candidates polled 352 
votes, and the next highest scorer 141. It was to be supposed that there must be some 
particular merit on the part of the candidate, — sufficient to raise him above tried members. 
He not merely topped the poll— he quite outran everybody else. No doubt Mr. Hewitt is an 
excellent man. About that there can be no doubt. But the record shows that he was plumped 
for to a tremendous extent, though he was quite untried, and confessed publicly that he had 
no particular views on educational matters. Clearly, therefore, he was simply the nominee of 
a party, and his success was born of a block-vote. Under the cumulative voting system, each 
householder has seven votes, which he may distribute among all the candidates, or gift to one. 
In Mr. Hewitt's case, 44 voters gave him their full quota of 7 votes each, and even Mr. 
Macey, the tried Chairman, ran a great risk of being left out in the cold. Wo have no doubt of 
Mr. Hewitt's honesty of purpose, and we have no reason to doubt his undeveloped ability, but 
as he himself admits, the cumulative voting, which raised him to the top of the poll, is an 
absurdity. The most experienced, conscientious, and tried candidates never came near him. It 
is all very well to have Mr. Hewitt (though he must feel that his position is a false one) but 
there was no reason, as Mr. Henderson very sensibly remarked, to have " wasted so much 
powder on him," or to treat him as though he was to be the  saviour of the  system. We 
cordially welcome Mr. Hewitt, but we should like to know what particular qualification 
entitled him to out-distance so much the older members. 
24th April 1889 NELSON ITEMS. 
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) Nelson, April 23. All the volunteers have now left 
Nelson and already there are indications of another deep sleep settling down over the 
community. There is again a noticeable dearth of men, go where you will, churches, rink, or 
Easter encampment, the enchanting fair sex are in the majority. At the Cathedral church on 
Sunday the congregation was composed almost exclusively of women. The male attendants 
could be counted on the fingers. During the encampment most of the 600 or 700 lovely 
Nelson girls were provided with a male escort, but there is a famine again in the land and the 
cry goes up " Where are our men?" A splendid choice here for Marlborough wife seekers. 
The Midland Railway craze is taking possession of Nelson inhabitants. Speaking of the 
taking up of the Company's debentures, the Mail to-night says " Nelson looks at the matter 
from a different point of view (the relief of the labour market and has more regard to the 
effect of the line when completed than to the circulation of the money raised by the 
company." Disinterested Nelson ! It is difficult to see what use or benefit the Midland 
Railway can ever be to Nelson without the construction of a breakwater or the expenditure of 
thousands on some great harbor scheme. The Mail also has the following: " There will be 
sincere sympathy with Mr. Lucas head master of the Blenheim public school in the loss he 
has sustained, and with the educational authorities in Marlborough who have suffered great 
losses by fire lately. Mr. Lucas is captain of the Blenheim Cadets which came to Nelson to 
take part in the Easter Encampment, and this morning he has returned home to find his house 
burned down by some miscreant. What the object of the crime can have been it is hard to see, 
but there is evidently someone in Blenheim who takes a pleasure in criminal and wanton 
mischief. The attempt seems to have been a most determined one, and the perpetrator seems 
to have grown bold from impunity. It is to be hoped the police will succeed in bringing the 
criminal to justice 



2nd May 1889 Reading. — We understand that it is the intention of Mr. Hodgson, Inspector of 
Schools, to offer a prize consisting of a handsome book, to the best reader in the Borough 
Schools, Blenheim. The examination is to be held in June, and the examiner "will be chosen 
by the School Committee. ' 
 
 
7th May 1889 Marlborough Education Board From the Department notifying that the . new 
plans of the Borough Schools might be seen at Mr. Huddleston's office. .From : the same 
requesting that ail, payments in ; connection with the new building should appear in the 
Boards' books. ' - l The reading .of the former letter provoked considerable laughter. Captain ' 
Baillie suggested that a special .-vote! of thanks should be passed to the Department for the 
permission to view the plans ' at Mr. Huddleston's office. In regard to the latter 
communication, the Board were generally of opinion that as they had.- been ignored in the 
matter so far, they' should decline to burden their Secretary's accounts as desired by the 
Department. ■; After some discussion during which it was elicited that the Chairman and Mr. 
Fitzgerald had been appointed to instruct the architect  as to site)  it was decided to decline, to 
carry out the request of the Department 
23rd May 1889 ALLEGED ARSON. 
Augustus Lucas was charged, on the information of Sergt. Scanlon with feloniously, 
unlawfully and maliciously setting fire to a certain dwelling-house, situate in the town of 
Blenheim, with intent thereby to injure the Education Board of the Marlborough district, on 
April 23rd. Mr. W. Sinclair conducted the prosecution ; Mr. Rogers appeared for the accused. 
Mr. Sinclair asked for a remand until Thursday next, to enable the prosecution to get the 
witnesses together. This application was not opposed by counsel for the defence. 
His said he should require substantial bail, as the offence was a serious one. 
Mr. Rogers said any bail required would, be forthcoming. The case had been open for a week 
and talked about everywhere. Mr. McIntyre, Dr.  Cleghorn and others were ready. Mr. 
McIntyre indeed, being in Court, would sign at once. 
His Worship fixed bail thus : Accused in £200 and two securities of £100 each. Accused was 
then remanded. 
30th May 1889 The late Fire.— The R.M. Court today was crowded spectators, the occasion 
being the Magisterial .enquiry into the charge against Augustus Lucas. There were nineteen 
witnesses to be examined, of whom six had been examined up to the time of our going to 
press. Mr. Rogers, for the defence, obtained leave to postpone the cross- examination of 
witnesses, and only the examination in chief was got through. 
4th June 1889 BOROUGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE.— The adjourned meeting of the 
Committee was 'held last evening; present, Messrs. W . Macey (chairman), Gillespie, 
Hutcheson, Taylor and Hewett. Accounts were passed for payment. Mr. Kirby made a 
communication to the Committee, to the effect that Mr. Hodgson, the Inspector, had written 
to him to say that he would give three reading prizes to be competed for by the children, and 
to be adjudged by an outsider, on conditions which he (the Inspector) would draw up. In the 
meantime the Inspector had forwarded the books by parcel post to Mr. Kirby, who intimated 
that on receipt of the letter of conditions he would place the volumes in the hands of the 
Committee. The Committee were highly pleased with the books and unanimously resolved to 
record a vote of thanks to Mr. Hodgson. The visitors report was rendered by Mr. Hutcheson. 
The question of warming the Wesleyan schoolroom was brought up and it appeared that there 
was a gas stove at one end of the room, but that this was not sufficient. It was agreed to ask 
the Board to place another stove at the other end. The Chairman said diphtheria was prevalent 
and he knew that children from infected families were attending the school. Mr. Robinson 
thought the chairman should at once exclude any children coming from infected houses. It 



was resolved to communicate with the medical gentlemen and find out what families were 
infected. Mr. Robinson proposed the appointment of Mr. Tunnicliffe vice Mr. Hanna 
resigned. Mr. Hutcheson intimated that Mr. Tunnicliffe would not accept office, and had 
positively refused to act. The Visiting Committee appointed consisted of Messrs.  Hewett and 
Macey. The meeting then closed 
4th June 1889 Been to a Fire ?" — Last evening, while the " grave and reverend seigniors " of 
the School Committee were in solemn conclave, the lire-bell rang out and there I was a 
stampede, "of course." About half an hour after, when the meeting resumed, three of the 
members were observed to be smoking very bulky cigars. As (1)' the fire was at Draper's 
Hotel, (2) there was a ' stack of these cigars in the bar and the bar was untended in the 
excitement caused by the fire, — the  observant press-man felt that a prima-fascia case had 
been made out ; and we intend to enquire further into this matter, 
6th June 1889 Football. — The Borough School junior team of footballers met a team of 
Catholic School boys, and defeated them by three ! tries to nil. The match was played 
yesterday on Seymour Square 
19th June 1889 The Borough School committee met this morning, present: Messrs.  Macey 
(Chairman), Hodson, Taylor, Robinson, Hutcheson, and Hewett. The meeting was called to 
consider the proposal to re-open the school on 24th inst. The Chairman reported that he had 
had a conversation with Dr. Cleghorn, and after considering the Chairman's statement it was 
resolved on the motion of Mr. Hodson seconded by Mr. Taylor, " That the schools be closed 
for another week, and that the Chairman and Mr. Robinson wait upon the Borough Council 
and urge upon them the necessity of forming a Board of Health. 
28th June 1889 Borough Schools. — The Borough schools re-open on Monday morning. 
The ordinary ' monthly meeting was held last evening ; present, Messrs. Macey (Chairman), 
Gillespie (Secretary), Hutchison, Hewitt, Taylor, and Robinson. A letter (published 
elsewhere) was read from Mr. Powell, dentist, and the Committee resolved to adopt his 
suggestion. Accounts were passed for payment, and Messrs. Macey and Hewett were 
appointed visitors for the month. In reference to special prizes given by the Inspector for 
reading, the Committee decided that Dr. Muller, Messrs. G. Henderson, McIntire and Kirby 
should be a jury to adjudge the prizes; and "that the thanks of the Committee be tendered to 
Mr. Kirby for the interest he has taken in the matter," Mr. Hewitt stated that Mr. Hardy was 
willing to take office as a Committee-man, vice Mr. Hanna, resigned After considerable 
discussion it was decided to postpone the election till next meeting. The Committee then 
adjourned. 
28th June 1889 DENTISTRY IN SCHOOLS. 
At the school committee, meeting last night, a letter was read from Mr.  Powell, (a copy of a 
letter sent to the Education Board and all the schools in the province) on the subject of 
dentistry in schools, as follows: — 1 have the honor to address a few words to you, who are 
the trustees of the education of the rising generation of New Zealand children, upon a subject 
which, in my humble opinion, should have far more attention devoted to its tuition than that 
which is now accorded; if indeed any attention whatever is given to the matter. I am referring 
to the necessity of teaching children the great importance of paying early and unremitting 
attention to the preservation of their teeth. Probably the Board might hold that any instruction 
on such a matter would be outside the functions of an education board, and yet. I think that a 
little consideration would show that the innovation would be a very advantageous one…….  
29th June 1889 The Diphtheria Scare. — Since the provisions of the Public Health Act were 
brought into force by the Borough Council, no cases have been reported. We may take it for 
granted then either that the doctors find that they were mistaken, and there has never been 
any diphtheria at all and the schools need not have been closed, or the plague has subsided 



1st July 1889 The New School Building. — The foundations of the new building are laid and 
are above flood level 
2nd July 1889 THE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 
The diphtheria scare has greatly interfered with the attendance at the Borough and Catholic 
Schools, and the annoyance which all interested must feel, is much heightened by the want of 
information as to the houses in which the plague has made its appearance. It was in deference 
to medical opinion that the schools were closed earlier than usual, and now, when they are re-
assembling, the teachers have no guidance as to the exclusion of children from infected 
families. And this, although the Borough Council, exercising its Health Board powers, has 
called upon the doctors and heads of houses to make known the names of persons affected. 
The only resource the Council have now is to call upon the doctors to comply with the Act, 
and this we trust they will do without delay, for the consequences to the schools are very 
serious. In the case of the Borough Schools, the insufficient accommodation caused by the 
fire, is most prejudicial to the interests of the institution, and when, in addition to this, the 
teachers have to contend against the effects of an epidemic scare, it is evident the work 
cannot be carried on satisfactorily. We sympathise very much indeed with the teachers, 
whose position is not a happy one by any means, and with the Committee ; who, while acting 
on the advice of the doctors, are left uninformed just at the critical moment, ca to whom to 
exclude from attending. We have the pleasure to state, however, that all the schools in town 
are fumigated every night. The risk of infection is thereby reduced to a minimum; besides 
which it seems from all we can gather that the epidemic has subsided. 
12th July 1889 The Borough Schools. — The attendance at the schools was this morning so 
exceedingly meagre that Mr. Lucas (the head master) with the sanction of the chairman of 
Committee, Mr. Macey “dismissed the parade" at 10.30. 
2nd Aug 1889 An ordinary meeting of the Committee was held last evening; present: Messrs. 
Macey (Chairman), Robinson, Taylor, Hewitt, and Hutcheson.  
TEACHER REPORTS. The reports on the Boys' and Girls' Schools respectively were read. 
Mr. Lucas reported the average attendance for the month as 322; Miss Morgan's average was 
121. In both cases the attendance had been considerably affected by sickness. 
APPLICATIONS. Miss Morgan wrote asking that her room should be provided with a work 
table, with shallow drawers, box, &c. After discussion was resolved on the motion of Mr. 
Hewitt seconded by Mr. Hutcheson “That Education Board be asked to supply Miss Morgan 
with the material asked for." Miss Linton wrote asking for an increase of salary, and enclosed 
a letter from Miss Morgan endorsing the application. It was moved by Mr. J. T. Robinson 
seconded by My Taylor " That the application be forwarded to the Board with a 
recommendation that it be granted." THE READING PRIZES. The Inspector wrote as 
follows: "I have received a joint letter from the ' master and mistress of the Blenheim boys' 
and girls' schools requesting the postponement of the examination for reading prizes for a few 
months. Personally I have no objection to the proposed postponement, though I cannot 
forbear expressing my surprise that months of preparation should be needed to fit boys and 
girls of from 12 to 15 years of age, for I competition in so simple a matter as the reading 
aloud of a short passage in their mother tongue." . Members spoke strongly in agreement with 
the letter, and it was moved by Mr. Robinson, and seconded by Mr. Taylor "That copies of 
the communication be forwarded to the gentlemen appointed to conduct the examination." It 
was moved by Mr. Hutcheson seconded by Mr. Hewitt as an amendment "That the 
examination be held at once, subject to the approval of the gentlemen appointee to conduct 
the examination.”” The amendment was lost and the motion carried. 
MISCELLANEOUS. The Secretary to the Education Board I wrote (1) notifying the 
Committee of the appointment of Mr. Simpson to Fairhall, (2) enclosing copy of new pupil-
teacher regulations. Mr. C. Simpson wrote notifying the Committee of his transfer to Fairhall. 



The Board forwarded a list of pupil teacher passes. Two applications were received for the 
pupil-teachership. Mr. Robinson moved that the committee give Mr. Simpson a testimonial, 
highly eulogising him for his assiduity in the service of the Board. (3) Mr. Hewitt seconded 
the motion. Mr. Taylor cordially supported the proposal.  The motion was carried 
unanimously. Herbert A. Stratford was appointed to the pupil-Teachership on the motion of 
Mr. Robinson, which was unanimously, agreed to.  
THE VACANCY. Mr. Taylor proposed that Mr. E. Bythell be elected a committee-man vice 
Mr. Hanna resigned. Mr. Hewitt questioned the legality of the election of Mr. Hanna, but he 
was over-ruled. ; Mr. Robinson seconded the nomination; of Mr. E. Bythell. Mr. Hutcheson 
said he was prepared to move that Mr. S. Chandler be appointed, but the Chairman ruled that 
that gentleman was not eligible unless he resigned his office of custodian. The motion was 
put and carried, one member dissenting; Mr. Hewitt refrained from voting, and at the request 
of the chairman withdrew while the motion was passed. Section 87, Mr. Hutcheson said one 
or two cases had been spoken of, of want of cleanliness on the part of children attending the 
school, and of vermin in the head, and he moved that the attention of the head teachers be 
called to Section 87 of the Education Act, and they be empowered to enforce its provisions. 
The Committee then rose. 
22nd Aug 1889 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOL v. PICTON BOROUGH SCHOOL. 
The following team will meet the Picton School team on Saturday next in Seymour Square: 
— Allen, Robinson (2), Jacob, Taylor, Markman, Stratford, Curtis,-Sinclair, Kirby, Fildes 
(2), Barrett, Lambert and Huddleston. The Picton visitors are to have a luncheon ' in the 
schoolroom, and Mr. Oldershaw has been commissioned to provide it. 
26th Aug 1889 BOROUGH SCHOOL V. PICTON SCHOOL. 
Teams from the above schools met on Seymour Square on Saturday afternoon, but the result 
was a poor exhibition of football, and a hollow defeat for the local team by 11 points to nil. 
The visitors were far and away too strong and heavy to be matched against the local team. 
Both teams lost chances by not appealing against breaches of the rules. A redeeming feature 
of the game was the friendly spirit shown, and the win and defeat were taken in proper grace. 
The visitors were entertained at ten at the Cafe Company, where Mr. Oldershaw had prepared 
good things in abundance, which were, it is needless to remark, duly appreciated. 
30th August 1889 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
At the meeting last evening there were present: Messrs. Macey (chairman), Taylor, 
Hutcheson, Hewitt, Robinson, and Bythell.  
REPORTS. The report of the Head Master on the Boys School showed an average of 320; 
that of the Head Mistress showed an average of 122. | THE SPECIAL PRIZES. A letter was 
received from Mr. J. Kirby enclosing £1 (and a note from the Inspector of Schools) awarding 
Mr. W. B. Parker's special writing prizes as follows: — Boys : C. Sinclair 1st, 5s; H. 
Stratford 2nd, 3s; F. Stratford 3rd, 2s. Girls: E. Bull 1st, 5s; E. Nosworthy 2nd, 3s; A. Berry 
3rd, 2s. Dr. Muller, and Messrs. H. McIntire and J. Kirby, forwarded their report' on the 
examination in reading, held by them at the Committee's request for the Inspector's prizes. It 
was as follows We have the pleasure to report that, in accordance with the request of your 
Committee, we held an examination in reading on Friday, 15th instant, at the Borough 
School, for the purpose of awarding the special prizes given by Mr. Inspector Hodgson. At 
oar request Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan respectively sent up six candidates from each school. 
All were exceedingly well-behaved and intelligent, and their reading gave evidence of natural 
ability as well as good instruction. Our object was not to test their elocutionary proficiency, 
but their intelligence, and 'their power of rendering commonplace sentences is a natural and  
effective manner. We therefore took care not to put before them any heroic passages. We 
gave them (1) a paragraph from the Pall Mall Budget and (2) a paragraph from a leader in the 
Lyttelton Times, which, as will be observed, furnishes a good test of flexibility of voice and 



quick apprehensive power. The quality of the reading throughout was, excellent. The verbal 
correctness was, in the case of the girls, less marked than the expression, in which they 
distanced the boys. . The boys read well as a whole. Stratford quite out-distanced' the other 
competitors, giving many evidences of superior intelligence, and higher powers, but we 
regret that the 'fact of his being a pupil teacher is a fatal bar to ins claim, and. the prize must 
therefore go" to the next highest, viz.., Parker, who read: well and effectively. In the girls’ 
department we had some difficulty. Having heard all the competitors, we found ourselves 
agreed that there was very little to choose between Annie Berry and Florence Tansley, and 
we recalled these separately, and tested them with a short passage from Shakespeare's play, 
“Much Ado about Nothing." The result of this was that the scale turned in favor of Annie 
Berry, to whom we award the prize, regretting very much that her rival cannot be awarded a 
prize also for her tasteful and correct reading. The winner possesses a certain dramatic power 
which is very effective. In conclusion, we sincerely hope the examination may have the 
effect, of directing a little more attention to this important subject, so that the homes of 
Blenheim may be enlivened by literature as well as music ; -for a good reader is at least as 
useful a minister " in our hours of ease"- as a good player. Appended is a tabulated statement 
of results." ; Girls.— 1st Annie Berry,; 2nd Florence Tansley, 3rd F. Brewer, 4th Evelyn 
Nosworthy, 5th Eva Jones, 6th A. Eyles. . Boys. — 1st Parker, 2nd Hustwick and Fowler, 
equal, 3rd Fildes 4th Green and Ewart equal. Mr. Hutcheson proposed and Mr. Hewitt 
seconded a hearty vote of thanks to the Inspector and Mr. "W. B. Parker giving the prizes. 
Carried unanimously. 'Mr. Hewitt also proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the examiners. 
This was carried Mem con and the Chairman was asked to hand the prizes, to the Head 
Master and Mistress respectively to be given to the recipients 
 DESKS. 'The subject of desks was brought up, and Mr. James T. Robinson said he thought 
Miss Crawford had been very badly treated. She had been moved away from the school she 
used to be at where there were conveniences and put up at the; Church of England School 
where there were none. In the girls' school, at the Wesleyan Church there was every 
accommodation. He would move “That she be provided with the necessary desks in the 
school." Mr. Taylor seconded' this, and it was carried- unanimously  
AN OFFER. The President of the Dramatic Club offered the proceeds of a performance in aid 
of the prize fund of the Public and Catholic Schools respectively. Mr. Robinson moved "That 
the offer be accepted with thanks. The Chairman said Mr. Stanton had handed over £96 to the 
school in Hokitika, and he understood that the Rev. Father Lewis had accepted the offer, with 
thanks. The motion was carried.  
VACANCY. The Committee postponed the   nomination of a member of the Education 
Board, vice Mr. Justice Conolly,' resigned, till Monday evening; Mr. Robinson pronouncing, 
and the Committee warmly supporting, a eulogy upon the retiring gentleman.  
MISCELLANEOUS. The Committee agreed to grant the Wesleyan Church Committee the 
use of the School-room this (Friday) afternoon to prepare for their anniversary soiree. 
Accounts amounting to £12 8s were passed for payment. The Committee then adjourned till 
Monday evening.  
10th September 1889 The New School Building. — The brick walls are now up five feet, and 
the windows are now being constructed. The difficulty in getting an adequate and regular 
supply of bricks is the only drawback the contractor has experienced. The weather is simply 
delightful from a builder's point of view 
1st October 1889 Blenheim School Committee. — At last night's meeting of the Committee 
there were present: — Messrs. Macey (chairman), Hewitt, Hutcheson, Bythell, Robinson and 
Hodson. The average attendance in the girls' department was shown to be 110. Formal 
correspondence was read (1) re ' gravel in front of the Wesleyan school. (2) from Mr., Justice 
Conolly acknowledging the Committee's complimentary resolution (He had resigned from 



Marlborough Education Board) The Committee agreed to nominate Mr. Herbert Seymour for 
the Education Board and after passing accounts the Committee 
4th October 1889 Drawing and Painting. —Mr. C. A. Ogilvie announces that the fourth 
quarter commences to-morrow, at the Borough Schools. Mr. Ogilvie's artistic abilities are 
well-known, and intending pupils cannot do better than interview him. 
29th October 1889 Marlborough Express, Published Every Evening. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 
29, 1889. A NUT TO CRACK. 
The Board of Education will have to deal at its next meeting with a difficulty arising out of 
the Fairhall dispute. Some time ago the Board appointed Mr. Simson, one of the teachers of 
the Borough School, to the charge of the Fairhall School, but the local Committee having 
signified their strong objection to the appointment of a single man, the Board withdrew Mr. 
Simson, who finds himself in a position the reverse of satisfactory. He was induced by the 
prospect of bettering himself, to apply for the vacancy at Fairhall. He received the 
appointment, had a benediction from his old Committee and the Education Board. When he 
was sundered from his former connection, the Fairhall Committee positively refused to 
receive him, and the Board thereupon cancelled his appointment. About the lamentable 
weakness of the Board we will say nothing; but we certainly shall say something about its 
precipitancy, and about the position in which Mr. Simson has been placed. The Board, if it 
was not prepared to carry out its own ideas in spite of the Committee, should have carefully 
consulted that body before appointing Mr. Simson. . If, at the time, it was determined to see 
its appointee through, why on earth did it ever falter in that determination, and throw its man 
overboard? He is the sufferer, and the treatment he has received has been enough to make 
him turn in disgust from the profession of teacher. It is particularly hard in Mr. Simson's case, 
because he is recognised as a trained, earnest and capable teacher; and he applied for this 
situation because he had every reason to expect advancement. He is on the Board's hands 
now, and he must in all justice be provided for. We grant that the unsatisfactory provisions of 
the Act are accountable for a good deal of the trouble; but the Board has now a responsibility 
which it must meet. How that may be best met we leave the Board to consider. 
Returned to Blenheim Schools until 1899 
2nd Nov 1889 School Committee. — The ordinary meeting of Committee was held on 
Thursday evening; present Messrs. W. H. Macey (in the chair), Taylor, Hewitt; Hutcheson. 
Resolved “That Mr. Lucas' request for gas to his new residence be forwarded to the 
Education Board;" "That a half holiday be granted to such children as intend to compete at 
the Flower Show." Mr. Hewitt for the visiting Committee reported on the insufficiency of 
desks, and the defective drainage at the Grove Road School. The matter was ordered to be 
referred to the trustees of the Hall. After passing accounts, and appointing the Chairman and 
Mr. Hutcheson visitors for the month, the meeting adjourned 
4th Nov 1889 Tenders for painting and glazing at the Borough School are invited by Mr.  D. 
McLean, the contractor 
12th Nov 1889 Cricket. — " We've put Blenheim through once more," observed Mr. Peake 
with a chuckle of pardonable pride yesterday, in informing us that his school team at Tua 
Marina had beaten a Borough School team by three runs. The Blenheim boys scored 30 and 
the home team 33. 
29th Nov 1889 Borough; School Committee. — The usual meeting of the Committee was 
held last evening, present: Messrs. W. H. Macey (Chairman), James T. Robinson, Hewitt, 
Hutcheson, Hodson, T. Taylor. Mr. J. P. Lucas requested leave of absence from December 7, 
to allow him to visit Australia. As the ordinary holidays would not be long enough, he asked 
to be relieved, as above. . The request was granted unanimously. Mr. Lucas wrote to the 
effect that the only entrance to the headmaster's offices in the new school was very 
inconvenient, as people visiting that part of the building could only do so by passing through 



a large class room. The architect having said that he could not do anything unless Mr. Lucas 
guaranteed the cost of the door, he had agreed to do so. The letter was ordered to be 
transmitted to the Board, with a recommendation that the money be refunded to Mr. Lucas. It 
was resolved that the holidays begin on December 19 and end on January '20, Resolved, ' ' 
That the Board be written to asking that in the event of Mr. Ogilvie being appointed to the 
Fairhall school, steps be immediately taken to have the vacancy filled up without delay." Mr. 
Hodson dissented. Accounts were then passed for payment, and after the visitors had been 
appointed the meeting adjourned 
3rd December 1889 From the Fairhall Committee (1) in favor ' of the appointment of Mr. 
Ogilvie as head teacher, and (2) asking that Miss Jeffries be granted an increase of salary. ' 
The appointment of Mr. Ogilvie was sanctioned. The other request was deferred. The 
Secretary was instructed to advertise the vacancy in the Blenheim school. It was further 
decided that the salary for the second mastership at Blenheim should be advertised at £120 
per annum. From the- Blenheim Committee, covering request from Mr. Lucas re new door in  
the school building. The refund of cost | of the door, guaranteed by Mr. Lucas, was j granted. 
14th December 1889 School Committee. — A special meeting of the Committee was held last 
evening, there being present Messrs. W. H. Macey (chairman), Jas. T. Robinson, Joseph 
Taylor, E. Bythell and .Hutcheson. The business was to arrange for formal public opening of 
the new school, but in the absence of Messrs. Hodson am Hewitt consideration was deferred 
till Monday next. Much indignation was expressed at the action of the Board in reducing the 
salary attached to the second mastership from £160 to £120 
17th December 1889 Blenheim School Committee. — A special meeting of the Committee 
was held last evening, present Messrs. W. H. Macey (Chairman), J. T. Robinson. J. Taylor,. 
A. Hewitt, and J. Hutcheson. : The meeting was called to consider the action of the Board in 
reducing the salary for the second master from £160 to £120. It was resolved after some 
discussion, on. the motion of Mr. Hodson, seconded by Mr. Taylor, "That this Committee 
regret to learn that it is the intention of the Education Board to' advertise for a second master , 
for the Borough School at a salary of £120 per annum. The Committee are of opinion that a 
competent second master cannot be obtained at a less salary, than £160 per annum, and beg to 
request the Board to advertise in the several provincial districts for a master .at that salary." 
23rd December 1889 WANTED SECOND MASTER for the Blenheim School. Salary £120 a 
year. Applications enclosing testimonials will be received until the 13th January, 1890. 
JOHN T. ROBINSON,  Sec. Education Board. 
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1890 449 Blenheim Lucas John P 

 
Prime Master  £    300.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Morgan Margaret 
 

Deputy Female  £    180.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £    120.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Brown Mary M 
 

Assistant Female   £    100.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       60.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Robinson Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       50.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Roberts Caroline 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Wrigley Annie 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Logan Lily Margaret 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Huddlestone Mary O 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Farmar Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Stratford Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       30.00  

1890 449 Blenheim Tansley Florence 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  



6th January 1890 The New Public School. — Mr. McLean expects to complete his contract 
next week. Fortune has favored him with very fine .weather, and the result is that the work 
has been carried out most fully and up to time. The appearance of the building is eminently 
"scholastic." In the front is a concrete verandah with a windowed roof, and furnished with a 
fixed seat along its entire length. From this open the doors of the main rooms. The passages 
are lofty, and the place is everywhere well ventilated. The building is divided into double sets 
of rooms, a door in the middle of the main passage being the dividing line between the boys 
and girls departments. In each department there are two very large class rooms and other 
smaller ones, and a head teacher's office or reception room, approachable from without. The 
lavatories are spacious, light, and thoroughly furnished. The lighting; ventilating and dadoing 
are on the most complete scale. The plumbing and gas fitting was satisfactorily executed by 
Mr. F. Adams, of Blenheim. An inspection of the interior will yield no little surprise to the 
public, for we are very sure a handsomer or better equipped interior there is not in the colony 
7th January 1890 School Committee. — The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. 
Present, Messrs. Macey (chairman), Robinson, Taylor, Hodson and of diphtheria .in certain 
houses, (b) From Mr. Ogilvie second master stating that he had been appointed to Fairhall 
and thanking the Committee for, their uniform kindness to him during his 3 ½  years tenure 
of office. The letter of Mr. Ogilvie was ordered to be acknowledged, the Committee wishing 
him success. Mr. Wm. Nosworthy was nominated as auditor. The Committee decided to 
request the Head Master and Mistress to report the absence of teachers and the date on which 
they resume duty; to employ labor to clean the school if necessary and to get the furniture 
cleaned forthwith. Having passed accounts the Committee rose 
14th January 1890 The Borough Schools. — It has been decided by the Committee to re-open 
the Borough Schools on Monday 27th inst. Mr. Lucas has reached Dunedin 
15th January 1890 SATURDAY NEXT, AT 2 P.M. GREEN AND NOSWORTHY  have 
received instructions from the Contractor of the School Buildings to sell by Public Auction at 
the School Grounds, York Terrace, on the above date —  The balance of unused Material 
consisting of 
 38 Casks of Portland Cement 
Quantity of Corrugated Iron (Redcliff Brand), Lengths 6 to 8 feet,  
Quantity of Nails, Ropes, and Blocks  
8000 Feet of Scantling 4x3, 4x2, and 3x2  
Quantity of Bricks, Lime, &c.  
Lot of Carpenter's Benches and Ladders  
Surveyor's Level and Stand,  
ALSO 2 Buildings (to be removed) Store 27 feet x 17 feet Office 12 feet x 10 feet. 
15th January 1890 THE SECOND MASTERSHIP. 
Complications under the present Education Act are by no means uncommon, but the 
complication which has arisen in connection with the second mastership of the Blenheim 
School presents some peculiar features. A country school became vacant suddenly, and Mr. 
Simson of Blenheim, who had acted as locum tenens there, was appointed by the Board to the 
permanent mastership. The Committee however resented this, and applications were called 
for the result being that the late second master of the Borough School was appointed to the 
country school, and Mr. Simson retained as a supernumerary teacher in Blenheim, the Board 
being obliged to find him employment. In the meantime, the Headmaster of the town school 
went away on leave, and Mr. Simson was appointed to virtually fill his post until his return, 
the Head Master strongly recommending his appointment hereafter as second master. The 
Board taking it for granted that as Mr. Simson had been highly spoken of by Head Master and 
Committee, the local body would certainly appoint him to the vacant second mastership,—
advertised the vacancy in the local papers only. Further considering Mr. Simson’s youth, the 



Board agreed to lower the salary attached to the office from £160 to £120. The Committee 
called a special meeting, and resolved to represent to the Board that they viewed with 
disfavor the reduction of salary and the merely local advertising, and desired the status quo to 
be restored. This resolution was transmitted to the Board in due course, but at yesterday's 
meeting, through some unaccountable mistake the Committee's letter was not placed before 
them and they (still adhering to the very natural presumption that Mr. Simson who stood so 
high in the Committee's good graces would be acceptable to them, appointed him, his only 
rival being an uncertificated, and therefore ineligible teacher. The Committee view this 
position of affairs with the warmest indignation, and consider they have been (purposely or 
not) thoroughly snubbed. A meeting is called for to-night to consider the situation, and it is 
not improbable the committee may stand upon their rights and demand that (1) the salary be 
raised to the former figure, and (2) that applications may be invited from outside the district. 
There can be no doubt that the Committee would be justified in resenting the action of the 
Board, and complaining of the suppression or disregard of their letter; and another of those 
disgraceful deadlocks that are possible under a system which has divided authority for one of 
its chief features, and which are we regret to say of common occurrence, — would then arise. 
It is for the Committee to consider whether this would be to the interests of their school, and 
whether (Mr. Simson being known and tried, and highly recommended by their head-master) 
it might not be better to give way and allow Mr. Simson to take up the work. We do not offer 
any more than this suggestion, but we hope the Committee will think seriously before 
entering upon a conflict with the Board. That the Board has blundered somewhat in the 
matter; and that their disregard or ignorance of. the very existence of the Committee's protest 
is altogether inexcusable, “goes without saying." It is for the Committee, however, to think 
more of the interests of the school than of their own feelings. The Board has only to repent, 
and mend its decidedly unsatisfactory ways. 
16th January 1890 The Borough School Committee met informally last evening; present, 
Messrs. Macey (chairman), Robinson, Hutcheson, Bythell, Taylor, Hewett. The Chairman 
reported that he had inspected the desks, and after consultation with other members he had 
decided to instruct Mr. Fowler to renovate them by planing, at 5d each. Mr. Huddleston had 
asked to have the new desks stained and oiled at 1 shilling each, but the Board had declined 
to act at present. There were 70 desks already and more new ones to arrive. Mr. Hutcheson 
remarked that these were in cases lying at the Railway Station. Mr. Robinson said the school 
furniture was in a disgraceful state; the desks and forms were cut and hacked about 
shockingly. It seemed to him that the children were allowed to do just as they pleased, in the 
school-room. The Chairman was sorry to report that the Committee's resolution was not 
brought before the Board, though they had the assurance of their Secretary (Mr. Gillespie) 
that it had been transmitted to that body on 16th December. A conversation then ensued, in 
the course of which the warmest indignation was expressed by members at the Board's 
treatment of the Committee. As, however, there was nothing before the Board, and the 
meeting was informal, it was decided to meet formally on Monday evening, and go into the 
question fully. The Committee then rose 
18th January Blenheim Borough Council Letters were read from Drs. Cleghorn and Nairn, 
and a private citizen, notifying that diphtheria had attacked certain houses. Received. The 
Town Clerk was ordered to notify the Borough School Committee of the names. 
20th January 1890 Returned. — Mr. J. P. Lucas, Head Master of the Borough School, 
returned from Melbourne on Saturday in the best of health. 
21st January 1890 The adjourned meeting was held last evening; present Messrs. W. H. 
Macey (Chairman), J. Taylor, J. Hutcheson, Hewitt, Robinson and Bythell. The chairman 
reported that he had received no communication from the Education Board. Mr. Hewitt 
moved that the Committee express to the Board their regret that no letter has been sent in 



reply to the Committee's communication of 16th ult., and feel that they have been placed in a 
very awkward position." Mr. Taylor seconded the motion. Mr. Gillespie, secretary, produced 
the Committee's letter book, containing copy of the letter sent on 16th inst., and stated that he 
posted it on that date to the Education Board. The motion was carried, nem con. The 
Chairman reported that the cleaning was going on, and that the contractor had allowed the 
desks to be put in to avoid exposure.  
Mr. Hodson who here entered asked what had been done. The above resolution having been 
read, Mr. Hodson was informed that the Committee were now considering the reopening of 
the schools, and other matters of interest. Mr. Hodson characterised the proceedings as 
ridiculous and informal. It was a special meeting and general business could not now be 
done. There was no letter from the Education Board before them re the second mastership. 
Why then had a meeting been called?  
The chairman explained that they were hoping to receive a letter from the Education Board. 
Mr. Hodson thought that was even too much of a joke. They were brought here to consider 
something that was hoped for. He could not help laughing at such a situation. He insisted that 
no other business could be considered.  
Mr. Hewitt moved that as Mr. Hodson was obstructing the meeting they had better hold 
another in three days' time. 
Mr. Robinson could not agree to this. The business ought to be done now. The motion lapsed. 
The meeting then after irregular conversation passed to the question of custody of the 
buildings and furniture. 
Mr. Robinson again drew attention to the destruction of furniture that had been going on. He 
would not retain his seat on the Committee and see this wholesale destruction going on. It 
was shameful. The desks were cut and hacked about.  
The Secretary, at the request of the Chairman read the draft agreement to be entered into 
between the Committee and the cleaner, who was designated in that document the 
“caretaker." Mr. Hodson strongly objected to the terms of the agreement, which purported to 
be a dual agreement, one for the summer term from April 1st to September 30th and the other 
for the winter term (with increased pay) from October 1st to March 31st. He did .not see. how 
the intervening term between this and April was to be arranged for.  
The Secretary rose to explain but Mr. Hodson objected to the Secretary speaking.  
Mr. Robinson reiterated his complaint about the desks.  
Mr. Hutcheson suggested that the caretaker should have charge of the school after hours, and 
keep the keys.  
Mr. Bythell opposed this on the ground that the caretaker might live half a mile away,  
Mr. Hodson thought the terms expressed quite different things. A mere cleaner was not fit to 
be entrusted with the care of the buildings. The caretaker should live on the premises. The 
schoolmaster should have the keys,  
Mr. Robinson disagreed. He thought if the keys were left with the teachers the buildings 
might not be looked after or closed up regularly.  
The question of reopening was then discussed but nothing was done, as the Committee's 
arrangements were dependent upon arrangements that might be made between the architect, 
the contractor and the Committee.  
The Committee adjourned about a quarter to ten 
24th January 1890 The Borough Schools. — The new school buildings were formally handed 
over this morning to Mr. John T. Robinson, Secretary of the Education Board, who forthwith 
placed the keys in the hands of Mr. Macey, Chairman of the School Committee. An 
advertisement elsewhere notifies that the schools will be opened on Monday next 
25th January 1890 The New School.— An excellent idea has  occurred to the Chairman of the 
School Committee and with the sanction of that body it is to be carried out. Many person’s 



having expressed a desire to see the new building, it will be thrown open to-morrow (Sunday) 
from 2 to 5 in the afternoon, when the public are invited to inspect what is really one of the 
finest educational buildings in the colony. We congratulate Mr. McLean on the thoroughness 
with which he and the subcontractors have carried out their work 
27th January 1890 SABBATH DESECRATION. 
(TO THE Editor.) It is with; deep regret that I hear the Blenheim Borough school .was 
thrown open to public inspection yesterday afternoon. Why Sunday was chosen I cannot 
comprehend, and how the School Committee could sanction such an act I am unable to 
understand. Surely any other day in the week would have done just as well. I maintain that 
such an act is nothing more or less than desecration of the Sabbath, and I call upon all right 
thinking people in this community to oppose any future public inspection of this kind, as it 
only tends to secularise the Sabbath.— I remain, . Anti- Secularism 
28th January 1880 At the forenoon in the Presbyterian Church last Sunday, the Rev. W. O. 
Robb referred in the following terms to the opening of the new building to the public on 
Sunday afternoon: "I observe with regret that the Committee of the Borough Schools have 
resolved to throw open the new school buildings this afternoon for public inspection. It is 
well known that the Christian sentiment of the community is strongly opposed to whatever 
tends to the secularisation of the Lord's Day. In the present instance the Committee have so 
far underrated this wholesome sentiment as needlessly to make arrangements repugnant to it. 
There are many persons desirous of inspecting the new buildings, who, from conscientious 
and praiseworthy motives, cannot avail themselves of the opportunity thus given. I merely 
take this way of expressing deep regret at what must be regarded as a questionable action on 
the part of a public body like the School Committee."  
31st January 1890 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening; present: Messrs. W. H. 
Macey (Chairman), Jas. T. Robinson, Jos. Taylor, J. E. Hodson, and W. Gillespie (Secretary). 
The head master of the boys' school reported that there were needed for the boys' school, 
towels for the lavatory, and clocks for two of the rooms, and a water supply to the teacher's 
residence. On the motion of Mr. Hodson, seconded by Mr. Taylor, it was decided to obtain 
the clocks and towels.  
CORRESPONDENCE. From the Borough Council, reporting certain oases of diphtheria. 
Received. From Mr. Chas. Simson applying for the second mastership of the Blenheim 
school, and enclosing testimonials of the highest character from Mr. Lucas and the 
Committee. From the Secretary to the Education Board re the miscarriage of the Committee's 
letter to the Board. From Mr. S. Chandler asking £1 per week in summer, and £1 5s in winter 
for cleaning the schools, Is 6d per doz. for towel-washing. . The offer was accepted, to 
include towel cleaning, and subject to a month's notice.  
MISCELLANEOUS. The report on the Nelson scholarship examination was laid on the table 
Mr. Robinson suggested that the Board's attention should be drawn to the fact that the 
outbuildings were placed on a lower level than the house and school. Mr. Hodson seconded 
this, and it was carried.  
THE SECOND MASTERSHIP. The application of Mr. C. Simson was considered. , Mr. 
Hodson proposed “that Mr. Simson's application be approved." His career had been excellent, 
and everyone knew him to be a very steady and able youth, and to possess great aptitude for 
teaching. It would be unjust to him not to appoint him. He would be an acquisition to the 
school. If they got a more highly-degreed teacher, they might get one less competent.  
Mr. Taylor had pleasure in seconding this. He could speak from experience of Mr. Simson’s 
qualifications.  
Mr. Robinson regretted there was not a full meeting. He agreed with much that Mr. Hodson 
had said, but he (the speaker) thought Mr. Simson was somewhat lacking in experience. As 
mate of the ship he ought to be able to take command in the place of the captain. Mr. Lucas 



he knew was strongly in favor of the appointment. He would move as an amendment “That 
the Committee's letter of Dec. 16 be again laid before the Board, and Mr. Simson's 
application returned to them. 
 The Chairman seconded the amendment. 
 Mr. Taylor combatted the idea that the Committee's letter was to have the vacancy advertised 
outside. It was to protest against the salary being lowered.  
Mr. Hutcheson agreed with the amendment.  
The Chairman considered the Committee wanted a choice from outside applicants.  
Mr. Hodson hoped the amendment would not be carried. It was very unfair to Mr. Simson 
who had stepped into the school at an emergency and looked forward to a permanent office. 
If we raised teachers in the district, they ought to be encouraged to rise.  
Mr. Hodson spoke most strongly in favor of the motion. The amendment was put and carried. 
Ayes: Messrs. Macey, Robinson, and Hutcheson; Noes: Messrs. Hodson and Taylor.  
The Chairman gave notice to move the enforcement of the compulsory clauses of the Act. 
After passing accounts the Committee, rose 
31st January 1890 Scarlatina. — The school committee were informed last evening that there 
had been a case of scarlatina in the borough. There was no evidence of its being at all 
epidemic 
17th February 1890 Inspection or Schools. — Mr. W. 0. Hodgson, Inspector of Schools, 
begins the inspection of the Borough Schools tomorrow 
25th February 1890 TO THE EDITOR. ‘Sir,—Can you or any of the readers of your valuable' 
journal give a reason for the lax manner in which school committees are treated by the 
Education Board at Blenheim. I fail to see the utility of school committees if their 
correspondence with the Blenheim Board of Education is left unanswered and unnoticed for 
months, which can be proved if needed. Trusting you will find a corner for this short note. — 
I am, &c., Boomerang. 
28th February 1890 Pupil Teachers' Examinations.—ln consequence of the examination of 
pupil teachers being held to-day by Mr. W. C. Hodgson, the Borough Schools are closed. Of 
the thirteen instructors on the staff nine are pupil teachers 
28th February 1890 The Committee met last evening; present Messrs. W. H Macey 
(chairman) Jas. Taylor, Hewitt, James T. Robinson, E. Bythell, and Gillespie (secretary). . 
CORRESPONDENCE. From the Head Master, reporting an attendance of 400 at the Boy's' 
School, the largest on record; also asking for a tennis court to be laid out, and stating that he 
was endeavouring to raise funds for the purpose of asphalting the court. Mr. Lucas further, 
pointed out that a new stand for rifles was needed 
From Miss Morgan, Head Mistress of the Girl's School, reporting the attendance for the 
month as. 123. 
From Mr. Ensor, asking for the use of a room for an Art Class. 
The chairman suggested that Mr. Lucas application for assistance towards forming a tennis 
court should be held over, as the funds were at present somewhat low. The suggestion was 
adopted 
The application by Mr. Ensor for permission to use a classroom for an Art Class was 
considered, and Mr. Hewitt moved that the application stand over. This was duly seconded 
and carried. 
THE SECOND MASTERSHIP Mr. Robinson' brought up the question of the Second 
Mastership, and observed that he had no desire  to make trouble or say anything that might be 
injurious to the, appointee  but at the same time he thought the Committee had been badly 
treated.  
Mr. Hewitt. Concurred but as the interests of the school were at stake he would not press the 
matter 



The matter then dropped.  
SCHOOL REQUISITES. The Chairman intimated that a supply of school book's was on the 
way and the children would now be supplied at a cheaper rate.  
Mr. Hewitt asked whether arrangements observing that 6d a packet was too much. He moved 
That when the Chairman is in funds, he be requested to get stationery."  
Mr. Robinson pointed out that the Committee would soon, be out of office, and it might be 
well to let the matter stand over. Mr. Hewitt withdrew his motion. 
THE COMPULSORY CLAUSE. The, Chairman moved as he had notified his intention to 
do" That the compulsory clause be enforced." He remarked that owing to defective 
accommodation they had hesitated to take this step before, but now that fine school rooms 
had been provided, ,the children could not been allowed to run about, the streets.  
Mr. Hewitt thought great care should be exercised, lest hardship be inflicted.  
Mr. Robinson seconded the motion, which was carried. 
MISCELLANEOUS The cleaner’s application for new dusters was granted. 
Messrs. Robinson and Bythell were appointed a visiting Committee for the-month, .and, they 
were requested to procure tops for the' ink wells. It. was also decided Mr. Muir should be 
asked to prepare specifications for asphalting the front of the school 
After passing accounts the Board rose. 
22nd March 1890 TENDERS are invited for laying down a Tar Pavement at the Blenheim 
School, at per Square Yard. Specifications at Mr. Macey's: Studio. Tenders endorsed 
Pavement Tender" to be in on or before Thursday, 27th March at 5 p.m. The; lowest or any 
tender not necessarily accepted. W. H. MACEY. Chairman School Committee. 
27th March 1890 Bell and Book. — No doubt the pupils of the Blenheim Borough School are 
well supplied with books of the best, but the institution certainly has a bell of which the 
Committee must be anything but proud. We suggest to the citizens, one and all, to listen to 
the metallic abortion that does duty as a school bell, when it is struck at 9.15, 9.30, 1.15, and 
1.30. We feel sure the result will.be the opening of a subscription list at once for the purchase 
of a new bell 
28th March 1890 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The usual monthly meeting, of the Blenheim School Committee was held last evening; 
present Messrs. W. H. Macey (Chairman), J. T. Robinson, E. Bythell, Jas. Hutcheson, J. 
Taylor, and W. Gillespie (Secretary).  
REPORTS. The Head Master reported 377 in average attendance and the Head Mistress 110, 
or a grand, total of 487. Both Head teachers asked for certain requisites and Mr. Lucas (Head 
Master) asked to be supplied with forms of admonition re irregularity of attendance. These 
were granted and the Committee resolved that parents of children making less than half time 
attendance should be forthwith proceeded against under the compulsory clauses of the Act, 
RESIGNATION. Mr. Lucas enclosed the resignation of Miss Crawford as Infant Mistress 
 Mr. Robinson moved, the Chairman seconded, and it was resolved, " That the resignation be 
accepted, and. that the Board be requested to advertise the vacancy outside the provincial 
district at the same salary. 
 Mr. Hewitt suggested that Miss Crawford should be granted, a testimonial.  
 Mr. Robinson, in seconding the motion, said he had never known a teacher so efficient 
among- young children as Miss Crawford. She acted as a mother as well as a teacher to them.' 
;He believed she was one of the best teachers in the colony.  
The Secretary was ordered to' convey this to the teacher 
FENCES. A letter was received from Mr. Pasley, on behalf oi the Church Trustees to the 
following effect : "It will be within your recollection that when the Church of England 
Sunday School room was let to your Committee, it was agreed that you should repair any 
damage done to fences etc. I regret to say that the whole of the fence bounding John-street 



(which was a wire fence) was destroyed by the public school children. It has since been 
repaired at a cost for labor and material of £3 12s Id. I shall be much obliged by your 
reimbursing us the amount, or in lien thereof handing over to us the gas heating service you 
fixed in the school room and the cash balance that may be in our favor. 
Members generally expressed surprise and disapproval at the above.  
Mr. Robinson had thought of moving in the matter, but he felt, on second thoughts, that the 
letter was too contemptible, and he would let it stand over.  
Mr. Taylor thought the cash balance would be on the other side; He knew as a matter of fact 
that the infant children who used to occupy this room were well looked after. Of course the 
Sunday School children never damaged the fences, oh no! The original fence was a two wire 
fence and a poor one at that.  
After some further discussion, the letter was ordered to be held over for farther consideration. 
VISITING COMMITTEE. Mr. Robinson, as one of the Visiting Committee, reported upon 
certain requirements, clocks, etc., and observed that he was sorry, on visiting the girls' school, 
to find it very thinly attended. There was a fine school, and all appliances, and yet. the people 
did not send their children It was disgraceful, and he did hone the motion he had got carried 
to-night in the direction of compulsion would be strictly enforced, It was decided, that Mr. 
Bythell interview Mr. Harding re the clocks, and see how they could be fixed up on to the 
walls; and also to draw the attention of the Board to the defective school bell, and the absence 
of water supply from the house of Mr. Lucas 
ELECTION. : Mr. Robinson thought somebody should he elected to serve on the. Board who 
had Blenheim interests and the interests of education at heart, and he would propose Mr. 
Macey, the Chairman, -as a fit and proper person to serve on the Education Board. Mr. 
Macey declined, and suggested that the nomination stand over till Monday evening.  
TENNIS COURT. Mr. Lucas wrote asking for assistance in laying down a tennis court. The 
Chairman said Mr. Lucas got about £9 by canvass of the town by boys, and while he was in 
Melbourne he purchased the needful nets, etc., but there was not enough. money in hand to 
lay down a court with. Consideration deferred. , 
MISCELLANEOUS. It was resolved to purchase clocks for the girls' department, and also to 
ask the Board to supply' doormats and scrapers. Mr. W. Ensor wrote asking for the use of a 
room for the purpose of forming an Art Class. Resolved to grant the applicant the use of the 
room, on the same conditions as before. It was resolved that the head teachers keep a record 
of the holidays. It was resolved to ask the Board to sanction the holding of the householders 
meeting in Ewart's Hall, and after passing accounts amounting to £17 16s 3d the meeting 
adjourned till Monday evening at 8 o’clock. . 
1st April 1890 Borough School Committee. — The Committee met last: evening; present 
Messrs.  W. H. Macey (Chairman,) Jas. T. Robinson, E. Bythell and Jos. Taylor. Accounts to 
the amount of £3 10s 6d were passed for payment. The names of Messrs. Thos. Carter and W. 
Macey to fill the vacancy on the Education board were received, and Mr. Macey was 
nominated. This was all the business and the Committee adjourned to Thursday 24th inst. 
10th April 1890 Mr. Simson, second master of the Borough School, announces the opening of 
his night school on Tuesday evening next in the infants' room of the Borough School. This is 
an opportunity which youths engaged during the day should not miss 
APPLICATIONS will be received until 30th April for. the appointment of Mistress of the 
Blenheim Infant School. Salary, £100 a year. Applicants to enclose copy of testimonials and 
stating certificate held, JOHN T. ROBINSON, Secretary 
25th April 1890 The humours of the cumulative vote system are remarkable. Last year, ac the 
annual meeting of householders in Blenheim, the order on the poll of the respective 
candidates was as follows: — Hewitt, 352, first; Robinson, 141, second ; Hutcheson, 130, 
third; Taylor, 85, fourth; Hudson, 82, fifth; Macey, 77, sixth; Hanna, 58, seventh. Thus it will 



be seen the Chairman of the Committee, probably the most efficient School committeeman in 
the provincial district, and certainly one of the most experienced, barely saved his election, 
while a novice headed the poll, not merely by a majority, but by a large majority, scoring 352 
while the next man to him (a veteran Committeeman) scored but 141. Had this been the 
outcome of some general feeling, had some burning question been at stake, and the leader 
been chosen as the exponent of a principle, we could have understood the turn of affairs. But 
it was not so. Under the Act cumulative voting is allowed. Thus: each householder has seven 
votes, of which he may give all to one of the candidates, or he may divide them among any 
number of candidates. It was openly stated at the last meeting that one particular fraternity 
meant to run their man in, and they did so. How the cumulative vote was used for a special 
purpose was well illustrated by this election, the analysis of which shows that the following 
7- fold votes were polled by the respective candidates : — Hewitt 44, Robinson 9, Hutcheson 
7, Taylor 4, Hodson 5, Macey 2, Hanna 3. The single votes polled by the same men were, 
Hewitt 14, Robinson 26, Hutcheson 23, Taylor 26, Hodson 21, Macey 29, Hanna 13. Thus 
those that polled most 7-fold or "plumping" votes, polled fewer single votes, so that really a 
majority in single votes is evidenced of general acceptableness, while a majority of 7-fold 
votes is evidence of particular acceptableness and the determination of a ring to get their man 
in. We call attention to this, because it is high time the absurdity, and we may add the 
perniciousness of the cumulative vote were generally seen. It is likely to be seen in full blast 
on Monday evening next, we understand. 
28th April 1890 The following annual report of the Blenheim Borough School Committee will 
be presented to the householders this evening Gentlemen,— In accordance with clause 64 of 
the Education Act, your Committee beg to lay before the householders: of the Borough of 
Blenheim their annual report of the Borough Schools. "Your Committee have had regular 
meetings (monthly) during the year, those meetings having been held on the Thursday prior 
to the meetings of the Education Board which are held on the first Tuesday of the month. 
These meetings^ both regular and special, in all numbering 16 have been well attended by the 
members of Committee, showing that your Committee have attended to the duties entrusted 
to their care. "At each of the regular monthly meetings, a sub-committee consisting of two 
members were appointed, whose duties were to pay periodical visits to the various schools, 
and report to the main body their efficiency or_ otherwise, and it is satisfactory to state that in 
mostly all cases a satisfactory report was given; "Your Committee would beg to congratulate 
the householders of Blenheim on the new and substantial brick buildings which have been 
erected during the year, in place of the wooden ones, which were almost totally destroyed by 
fire, the new erections, both for the proper carrying out of the requirements of a scholastic 
institution, and also as regards comfort for both pupils and teachers being second to none in 
the colony, as will be seen by the report of the Inspector of Schools for Marlborough. The 
children attending the Borough Schools have been most attentive to their duties, for in the 
boys school, put of 132 presented, 112 passed, and in the girls department out of 126 
presented, 103 passed; whilst in the juniors 60 were presented and 58 passed, which reflects 
credit on the teaching staff of the schools, considering that for the greater part of the year, the 
schools were held in different parts of the town. "As will be seen by the balance sheet | your 
Committee have had to expend various sums of money on school requisites, to replace those 
lost by the late lire, and which were really necessary for the proper working of the schools 
under the control of your committee.^ " We would desire to bring under the notice of the 
householders the fact that owing to the resignation of Mr. Hanna as a member of the 
Committee, your Committee elected Mr. Bythell to fill the vacant seat, and would beg to state 
that since his election, Mr. Bythell has assiduously attended" to his duties. 
"We would also beg to state that during the year prizes consisting of three valuable books 
were given by Mr. Hodgson, Inspector of Schools, and to be awarded for reading, also £1 



given by Mr. W. B. Parker for writing. Your Committee would publicly thank those 
gentlemen for their liberal donations, as also the gentlemen who acted as examiners, viz.., Dr. 
Muller, and Messrs. Kirby and McIntire. During the year the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act have been brought into force, whereby parents of children attending school 
less than half time, will be sued for neglect, the head teachers supplying a monthly list to the 
Committee so that they may take the necessary steps for enforcing the Act. The average 
monthly attendance in the boys' school during the year has been 354, and the girls department 
12&, "We would draw the attention of the householders to the fact that during. the year two 
of the teachers have resigned their positions, viz.., Mr. Ogilvie, second teacher of the boys' 
school, and Miss Crawford, .mistress of the Infant School. In both cases your Committee 
have endeavoured to impress on the Board the necessity of advertising for suitable persons to 
fill these vacancies, not only in this province, but also outside, and at the same salaries as 
these teachers were receiving prior to resigning their appointments, your Committee being 
under the impression that at a less salary competent teachers could not be procured. In the 
first case, that of a successor to Mr. Ogilvie, the Board, even after a protest had been entered 
by this Committee, only advertised in the province, and at a considerably reduced salary, the 
consequence being that only one applicant appeared; and was appointed; your Committee 
maintaining the principle, that if applications had been called for outside Marlborough, and 
not at the reduced salary, many teachers of lengthened experience would have applied. As 
regards the second resignation, the Education Board are pursuing the same course, viz., 
advertising for suitable applications at a very reduced salary. “We would state that after the 
election in April last, your Committee appointed Mr. Gillespie as Secretary, at a salary of £5, 
for the year during which we hold office, and we may state the duties of Secretary have been 
fulfilled to our satisfaction. We would again point out to the householders the anomaly 
occasioned by the Education Act enforcing the audit to be made to the 31st December 1889, 
and a supplementary balance sheet having to be drawn out to March 30th, 1890. The abstract 
of accounts for the year ending 31st December, , 1890 is as follows: —Receipts £166 Is ; 
expenditure cleaning £69 98 6d, fuel £26 2s 6d, repairs £3 11s, ' special grants £7 17s 7d, 
printing £5 17, stationery (? advertising) £16 6s Id, audit £1, Secretary £2 10s, sundries 14s 
8d, rent of hall £1, balance in hand £31 11s 8d, total £11618, The supplementary statement, 
from January 1st to April 25th, 1890, shows the receipts to be £36 9s 9d, and the expenditure 
£65 2s 4d, leaving a balance Of £9 8s 6d  
29th April 1890 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS. 
BLENHEIM. : The annual meeting of householders was held last evening in Ewart’s Hall. : 
There was a fair attendance of householders, and Mr. Kirby (Presumably Mr. Kirby who was 
editor of the Marlborough Express for a while. An interesting character, see Whakataki 
Castlepoint @ Wairarapa School History) was voted to the chair, The Chairman called upon 
the Secretary of the Committee to read the annual report of the Committee with the balance  
sheet. 
 The Chairman moved the adoption of the report and balance sheet as read, which was 
carried. The Chairman moved, and Mr. D Dobson seconded :—" That this meeting is of 
opinion that the clauses of  the Education Act, 1887 relating to the appointment of teachers, 
are vague in their wording, and unsatisfactory in their effects ; and that in consequence, 
deadlocks between Committees and Boards are frequent, to the serious detriment of the cause 
of education. The meeting requests the Chairman to transmit a copy of this resolution to the 
Education Board of the District for consideration, and for transmission to the Hon the 
Minister of Education, as well as to the member for the district."  
Mr. James T. Robinson supported the motion, and referred to local instances of injustice 
resulting from the divided authority. He also referred to the hostility of some members of the 
Board to the Blenheim School Committee, notably to that of Mr. W. B. Parker, who was 



never favorable to anything being done for Blenheim. He also said the action of the Board in 
lowering the salary attached to Miss Crawford's position was most reprehensible, and paid a 
high tribute to the worth and abilities of that young lady, which, evoked general applause.  
Mr. Birch did not think there had been any friction between the Board and the Committee till 
lately. In his time there used to be harmony. , The motion was carried.  
The election of the new Committee was then proceeded with, and fifteen persons were 
nominated. Mr. Gillespie acted as Poll Clerk, and Messrs. Macey and John Taylor as 
scrutineers. The poll closed at ten o'clock, and the result was declared at 11.15, as follows: — 
Morris 184, Bythell 167, Cross 90, Birch. 87, Jos. Taylor 73, Fowler 69, Buick 52, De 
.Castro 47, Purser 37, Connell 28, Watson 25, Howard 24, Dodson 23, Middlemiss 22, 
Bassett 18. Messrs. Morris, Bythell Cross, Birch, Jos. Taylor, Fowler, and Buick were 
declared duly elected, and at a meeting of the Committee held immediately afterwards, Mr. 
Birch was elected Chairman.  
2nd May 1890 The Borough School Committee last evening considered twenty-nine 
applications for the post just vacated by Miss Crawford. Among them was one from a M.A. 
of the N. Z. University, and several highly certificated and well spoken- of teachers also 
applied. The final recommendation will be made on Monday evening. 
5th May 1890 TO THE EDITOR. Sir. — On my return from the North today my attention 
was called to the report of the election of the Blenheim School Committee. In supporting a 
resolution brought before the meeting Mr. James T. Robinson, accuses me "of never being 
favorable to anything being done for Blenheim." Now, sir, I call upon Mr. Robinson to prove 
wherein I have opposed any measure or proposition for the benefit of the Borough School. 
Failing such proof, I shall expect Mr. Robinson to apologise for making such statements. — I 
am, etc. W Parker 
6th May 1890 Blenheim School Bell.— The request of the Borough School Committee for a 
new bell was before the Education Board to-day, together with a letter from Mr. W. Carr 
offering to supply a best bellmetal bell 18 inches in diameter for £13, and a report from the 
Architect, to the effect that the existing bell was useless. The Board resolved that the 
Secretary write to Messrs. Cable and Co. and enquire the price of a new bell. 
7th May 1890 MR ROBINSON IN REPLY. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Mr. W. Parker, in a letter to your paper of the 5th, objects to my 
remarks at the meeting in Ewart's Hall. I am not going into a paper war with that gentleman. I 
did state in Ewart's Hall that Mr. Parker was no "friend to the Borough Schools, and I have 
stated so before on several occasions. I shall, sir, confine my remarks to Mr. Parker's doings 
in the Education Board for the last few months, and leave the public to judge for themselves. 
Did Mr. Parker vote for the best interests of the schools when he voted against the unanimous 
wish of the Committee to advertise for a second master at the same salary that Mr. Ogilvie 
received, and the advertisement in the other provincial papers? Did he not vote for the 
reduction of the salary by £46 a year, and tell the Board the Committee were divided on the 
matter, when the Committee were unanimous? He also voted for the redaction of the salary of 
the Infant Mistress by £20 a year._ He also voted against the Committee receiving the 
assistance of the Board to have the front of the schools laid down in tar pavement. He also 
voted against the Committee receiving the assistance of the Board to replace the school 
furniture that was destroyed in the late fire; and where was Mr. Parker when the Committee 
requested the Board to have the meeting for election of School Committee held in Ewart's 
hall instead of the school? I could, sir, inform Mr. Parker of lots of times when he should 
have supported the Committee. He voted against us when Mr. Henderson was on the Board. 
He (Mr. Henderson) was always ready to give us the assistance that so large a school as 
Blenheim has the right to receive with a roll of nearly 600 children. I have made this longer 



than I intended sir, but I will not trouble you or Mr. Parker again on the subject. — I am, &c, 
J. T. Robinson. 
7th May 1890 Accepted. — Miss Mary Maxwell Brown wired to-day to the Secretary of the 
Education Board (Mr. J. T. Robinson) her acceptance of the post of Infant Mistress in the 
Blenheim Borough School, adding that she would leave Napier at the end of May. 
9th May 1890 The Blenheim Committee wrote, (I) recommending- the appointments (a) of 
Miss M. M. Brown as infant mistress (b) appointment of Miss Millington (temporary), (2) 
asking the Board to replace the bell. ‘The appointment of Miss Brown as infant mistress was 
sanctioned. 
Mr. J. H. Kirby, chairman of the householders' meeting in Blenheim wrote forwarding the 
resolution of the meeting re appointment of teachers. The Chairman" proposed that the 
subject being a large one consideration should be postponed till next meeting." Lieut.-
Colonel Baillie said all the authorities knew this, but they were afraid to touch the Act lest it 
should fall to pieces. The motion was carried. inspector's report. The Board then went into 
committee to consider the report,  
13th May 1890 Cadets. — Major Webb will inspect the. Public School Cadets tomorrow on 
the school ground at 3 o'clock p.m. 
30th May 1890 CHARGES AGAINST MR J. T. ROBINSON. 
4 (from our special reporter.) Nelson, May 30. The charges laid by the District Auditor 
against Mr. J. T. Robinson, Secretary to the Marlborough Education Board, came on for 
bearing in the R.M. Court to-day. There were three charges of embezzling, £18 on the 30th 
November 1886, £18 on the 30th November 1887, £18 on the 17th October 1888, the 
property of the Marl borough School Commissioners. The principal part of the morning has 
been taken up by Counsel's arguments as to the venue, Mr. Fell, Crown Prosecutor, 
remarking that no case could be fairly tried in Blenheim, as Wairau juries were subject to 
politics passion, and prejudice. The first charge was abandoned, and the evidence on the 
second charge was then gone into. The Government auditor (Mr. Holmes) was severely 
cross-examined by Mr. Pitt. At the luncheon adjournment, Mr. Robinson's personal 
undertaking to appear at two o’clock was accepted. 
3rd June 1890 Re the Blenheim School bell, it transpired that no letter had been sent to Mr. I 
Cable, of Wellington. Mr. Carr's offer of  a 14 inch bell at £7 10s, and Mr. Powick's offer to 
recast the present bell were considered, and it was decided to communicate with Mr. Powick, 
and get an estimate. 
6th June 1890 Fleming, M.A., of Sinclair and Fleming solicitors, Wellington, has been 
appointed assistant inspector of the E Ideation Board. He was formerly assistant teacher in 
too Nelson and Wellington colleges. There wore a large number of applicants from all parts 
of the colony, including the Head master of the Blenheim School. Indignation is felt at the 
appointment, which is considered cut and dried, and the claims of superior men ignored 
27th June 1890 The Borough School Committee met last evening; present Messrs. Birch 
(Chairman), Buick, Cross, Bythell, Morris. Mr. Purser was elected to the vacancy on the 
Committee. The following requests were granted: — Miss Morgan's for a clock in the school, 
Mr. Chandler's for an increase of 5s per week on his stipend for the winter months. The Head 
Master wrote asking for an increase of the teaching staff. Mr. Lucas pointed out that there 
were 183 infants in charge of a mistress and three pupil teachers; standard 11, one pupil 
teacher, with 30 or 40 scholars; III and IV standards, 70 to 80, under second master and a 
pupil teacher, and senior class, 63 under his own charge. Miss Roberts a pupil teacher who 
had completed her term applied to be kept on as a 4th year pupil teacher and to ha.ye a bonus 
for her past services. Mr. Lucas endorsed the application and the Committee agreed to send it 
on to the Board with a recommendation that it be granted. The Committee resolved to request 
the Head Master to order that teachers see that their fires are put out before leaving in the 



evening, also to confer with the  Board re water supply. It was resolved to supply Miss 
Huddleston's room with a clock and Miss Brown with ruled black-boards. That the holidays 
begin on 4th prox. and terminate on 21st. Having appointed Messrs. Taylor and Bythell as 
visiting committee and passing accounts amounting to £10 16s 4d, the Committee adjourned. 
1st July 1890 From Mr. T. Powick offering to cast a bell for the Blenheim school 14 inches 
for £7 10s, and 15 inches for £8 10s, the hanging and fixing fee to be £1 ss. The old bell 
could not be recast 
From the Blenheim Committee covering requests for additional teaching power and other 
matters, already alluded to in our report of the last meeting of the School Committee  
The Blenheim bell question came up, and was decided by the acceptance of Mr. Carr's offer 
of a 14-inch bell for £7 10s, provided it be of bell metal 
BLENHEIM. The application (1) of Mr. Lucas for additional teaching power, and (2) of Miss 
Roberts for increase of salary, were ordered to stand over till next meeting 
4th July 1890 Paper Hunt.— The Borough School boys had their annual paper chase this 
morning, prior to breaking up for the , mid- winter vacation. Masters Barry and Muncaster 
were the foxes, and laid off the scent from the school gate, round Southside, and back to the 
school again. After the customary ten minutes' start allowed to the foxes, the hounds, 
consisting of about 200 boys, were set free, and away they went, with a loud " whoop-
halloo," on a good three miles' spin. One of the foxes (Muncaster) had the misfortune to lose 
his brush m climbing a fence, and consequently made straight for his lair. Barry, however, 
went on alone until overt taken by Parker, who soon dispossessed him of his brush, thus 
winning the prize. 
3rd October 1890 The ordinary monthly meeting of the School Committee was held m the 
Infant School, Alfred .Street, last . night when there were present Messrs. Birch (chairman), 
Bythell, Purser, Buick, Cross, Taylor and Gillespie. A letter was received from Mr. Lucas 
reporting the absences of Messrs. Burns and Robinson, and stating the average at the Boys' 
and Infants' Schools to be 375, the highest on record. The Chairman stated that Miss Morgan 
was laid up, and not allowed to attend the school. He had visited the Girls' School himself 
and found that things were going on satisfactorily. He thought therefore that it was better to 
keep the school open rather than close it, though he believed that Dr. Cleghorn had at one 
time been m favor of closing the schools on account of diphtheria. After discussing some 
small matters, a few accounts were passed for payment. A resolution was proposed that m 
future the Committee would not find foolscap for teachers' use m the schools, but was lost by 
3 to 2. 
7th October 1890 The architect reported as to the cost of supplying the Blenheim school and 
residence with water from a ram. The matter was referred to Messrs. Carter, Parker and 
Ward, who will visit the school, and report at next meeting 
4th November 1890 The Blenheim School Committee recommended Miss Mary Farmar to the 
Boys' School, and an additional pupil teacher, as asked for by Mr. Lucas, Miss Tansley being 
recommended. The appointment of Miss Farmar as a third year pupil teacher was agreed to. 
The appointment of Miss Tansley was also agreed to 
28th November 1890 School Committee. — The ordinary monthly meeting of the Blenheim 
School Committee was held last night, when there were present, Messrs. Birch (chair), 
Gillespie (secretary), and Purser; A letter was received from S. Chandler re his December 
wages, asking that they be paid on Christmas Eve, and the request was granted. Miss Morgan 
reported that the average attendance during the last month at the girls' school was 118 and 
Mr. Lucas that at the boys' and infant schools the' average was 375. There being no quorum, 
the meeting stood adjourned till Monday night 
2nd December 1890 The adjourned meeting of the Borough School Committee took place last 
night when there were present Messrs. Birch (Chairman), Cross, Taylor and Purser. The 



visiting Committee reported everything as going on satisfactorily, and Messrs. Cross and 
Taylor were appointed a committee for next month. It was resolved to ask the teachers for an 
account of .the books they had sold. The following accounts were passed for payment and the 
meeting then adjourned: —Chandler £4 12s, Litchfield 2s 6d, Wooster £4 18s 

1891 
1891 155 Blenheim Boys' Lucas John P 

 
Prime Master  £    320.00  

1891 121 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret 
 

Deputy Female  £    180.00  

1891 155 Blenheim Boys' Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £    140.00  

1891 191 Blenheim Juniors Brown Mary M 
 

Assistant Female  £    100.00  

1891 121 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       60.00  

1891 155 Blenheim Boys' Robinson Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       50.00  

1891 155 Blenheim Boys' Stratford Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       40.00  

1891 121 Blenheim Girls Millington Emily H 
 

Assistant Female  £       40.00  

1891 121 Blenheim Girls Logan Lily 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1891 121 Blenheim Girls Huddlestone Mary O 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1891 191 Blenheim Juniors Wrigley Annie 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1891 191 Blenheim Juniors Williams Alice 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1891 191 Blenheim Juniors Farmar Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1891 155 Blenheim Boys' Tansley Florence 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  
5th January 1891 Civil Service Examinations. — Today the Civil Service Examinations begin 
throughout the Colony. There are no candidates in the senior division from Marlborough, but 
in Junior Class, which commences on Thursday at 2.30, there are the following candidates; 
— N. S. Barnett, A.H. Casey, W. E. Green, A. S|. Hustwick, W. A. Litchfield, C. E. Powell, 
A, W. C. Stace, H. Stratford from Blenheim, and R. Wanden from the Nelson College. Mr. 
John Smith, Inspector of Schools, will act as supervisor, and the examination will be held in 
the Borough School. The compulsory subjects are English, arithmetic, and geography, and 
the whole of the candidates but one are taking up history and algebra as optional subjects, the 
one exception being the Nelson candidate, who takes algebra and Euclid.  
Larrikinism. — We mentioned last week the fact that some members of the Education Board 
were much concerned at the damage done to the boys' school, and at that time the girls, 
school was virtually intact. It appears, however, that since then every one of the iron air 
bricks in the girls' end have been broken, and most of them bodily removed. It should be the 
duty of someone to" look after the schools, even at holiday time, and we commend the matter 
to the attention of the School Committee when it meets on Friday night. If possible the act 
should be traced home to the offenders, whom we can hardly believe to be girls. 
9th January 1891 SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS. 
We notice from the results of the recent scholarship examinations held in this province and 
Nelson, that William A. Litchfield, of the Blenheim Boys' School, made more marks than any 
of the other winning candidate?, his total being from 61 to 131 marks higher, though it is only 
fair to add that he was also the oldest of the winning candidates, by from 12 months to 25 
months.  
10th January 1891 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
At the ordinary monthly meeting held last night there were present Messrs. Birch (chair), 
Bythell, Taylor, Purser, Cross, and T. L. Buick M.H.R. An apology for the absence of Mr. 
Morriss was received, and leave was granted.  
CORRESPONDENCE. Correspondence was received as follows : from the Education Board 
calling attention to the damage done to the boys* school ; from Mr. Lucas, enclosing a list of 
books etc., and pointing out that during the past nine years the Blenheim school had carried 



off no less than 9 Marlborough and Tinline Scholarships. In many schools where pupils 
distinguished themselves it was the custom to have such honors recorded and placed in some 
prominent place in the schools. He would be glad if the Committee would assist him in the 
matter, as it would be an incentive to others, and at the same time form a very interesting 
school record. . . , .  
THE BOYS' SCHOOL. Mr. Smith's letter was as follows: — "I am directed to call the 
attention of the Blenheim School Committee to the state of the new school building. (1) A 
number of. the iron air bricks have been completely destroyed; (2) the verandah posts hare 
been cat about with knives ; (3) the concrete has been willfully broken up in places ; (4) the 
mortar has been picked out between the bricks in several places, and holes have been bored in 
the bricks. The whole of the damage is confined to the boys' end of the building, and is 
undoubtedly due in a great degree to insufficient supervision during play time. The Board is 
surprised that so much damage should have been done to the building in so short a time, and 
that it should (apparently) have escaped the notice of the Committee, and I am desired to 
request the Committee to take such steps as may be necessary to prevent similar misconduct 
in the future." ' The Chairman stated that Mr. Lucas had objected to him of the notice of the 
matter which had appeared in the press; and he had replied that a letter had been sent in by 
the Board on the matter. Mr. Lucas said he would like to explain matters to the Committee, 
but owing to a prior engagement at the Church, he could not attend. He had, however, placed 
his reply in writing. This letter was read, and was as follows : — " In explanation of the letter 
referring to the defacement of the new school buildings, I beg to state that such defacement 
has not been done during school hours (9.30 to 4.30), neither are school children the culprits. 
The proofs that I would submit are— (l) That the supervision of the schools from 8.30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. renders such a misdemeanor impossible, as may be shown by the following :— (a) 
With two exceptions the whole of the staff is present at the school  at 8.30 a.in.; (b) the 
second master sees to the ringing of the first bell at 9.30, and from that time has charge of the 
grounds ; (c) there is always a teacher in charge at luncheon hour ; (d) there is always a 
teacher last on the premises in the evening; (c) the  caretaker rarely leaves the schools until 
six o'clock. (2) The whole of the breakages are in the front part of the buildings. Now as they 
have access to all sides of the, building, there is no reason why the breakages should be 
confined to the front of the building if committed by the school children. Before the holidays 
only one ventilator was broken on the girls' side of the building. During the holidays, 
however, no less than four others had been broken on that side, and this had happened when 
no school children had been on the premises. The school verandah is a favorite resort for ~ 
youths not belonging to the school, during evenings and at night time. I have frequently sent 
them away, sometimes as late as ten o'clock at night. The habit of stone throwing (the means 
by which the ventilators had been broken) is also a great annoyance. I have only to remind 
the Committee that the evening after the windows in the Infant School were repaired (just 
before the holidays), a stone was deliberately thrown through one of them from the road. The 
interior of our schools is an index of the pride the boys take in keeping them in good order, 
and where so much care is taken of the inside, it is not likely the same boys would wantonly 
deface the outside. I may state that the damage has not escaped the notice of the Committee 
as it was seen and spoken of by the Visiting Committee within a week of the damage being 
done. In conclusion, I would suggest that the Committee offer a reward to anyone giving 
information of damage done to the school. 
Several members spoke on the matter, and it was considered impossible to do much to 
prevent a repetition of the damage, as the grounds were almost open to trespassers.  
Mr. Purser thought Mr. Lucas had made a fair case. It was almost impossible for a master to 
guard against boys' misdoings, or against the damage by boys out of school hours. As to the 
censure passed on the Committee he would like the attention of the Board drawn to the fact 



that they had not overlooked the damage, and. had called the attention of the master to it very 
shortly after it was done. He did not see that the Committee could prevent the mischief.  
The Chairman thought the Committee might also ask the Board to adopt Mr. Lucas' 
recommendation that a reward be offered for the discovery of the offenders.  
Mr. Bythell moved that his letter be forwarded to the Board, and the motion was agreed to. 
He also moved that the Secretary state that the matter had not escaped their notice, and while 
they regretted it they could not see their way to prevent damage being done. This was 
seconded by Mr. Taylor and carried. 
MISCELLANEOUS. It was resolved to recommend Mr. W. Nosworthy to the Board as 
auditor of the annual accounts. Leave of absence for next meeting was granted Mr. Buick, 
M.H.R. Messrs. Birch and Bythell were appointed the Visiting Committee for next month.  
SCHOOL HONOR BOARD With reference to Mr. Lucas' demand for an honor board, Mr. 
Purser considered that Mr. Lucas was to be congratulated on his success, and he moved that 
the request be  acceded to, particulars as to what is wanted to be obtained from Mr. Lucas. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Buick and carried.  
ACCOUNTS. The accounts were passed, but it was resolved to inform the Board that they 
could not be paid till the Committee received its capitation.  
VISITING COMMITTEE. . Mr. Cross, as a member of the Visiting Committee, reported that 
he had gone through the schools and found everything in good order, and nothing calling for 
notice This concluded the business and the meeting was adjourned 
19th January 1891 Standard Examinations. — There is a feeling of uncertainty still in the 
minds of many parents as to the probabilities of their children being put forward a standard 
this year, on account of the examinations being delayed till the end of the year by the new 
Inspector. One gentleman in town put the case for his boy to us on Saturday in the following 
fashion: — He has a lad in the fifth Standard, whom he wants to send up for one of the 
scholarships open to the Blenheim School, but open only to those the sixth standard, and 
under a certain age. If his boy is not put forward, and is deprived of the chance of passing at a 
time when, judging by previous examinations, he had a right to expect ho would be sent up, 
when the scholarship entries are due he would be ineligible, and if kept back for a year he 
next year will be too old. In answer to the contention expressed the other evening in the 
Express that head teachers have the power to send forward those they think fit, lie said that 
this was open to the objection that the teachers' interests and the scholars' were not always 
identical, and especially was this the casa in the present instance. Teachers, he holds, are 
often influenced by the desire to get a good percentage, and the Inspector being new, and 
likely, like most new comers, to have different ideas from his predecessor as to what should 
be expected, they will naturally desire to have the longer period to work pupils up, rather than 
care about facing a November examination with only ten months to work in. There is no 
doubt something in what he says, though we are not sure that his solution of the difficulty is 
altogether workable. He urges that the examinations due shortly should be held, and that a 
second examination should be held later in the year which it should be understood would in 
future be the ordinary time for holding the standard examinations. 
The Schools. — There seemed to have been a misapprehension in the minds of parents and 
pupils as to when the borough schools re-opened, and the consequence was that there was not 
a large attendance this morning. The Committee have in previous years advertised the 
opening, but this year this was not done, Since probably the poor attendance 
31st January 1891 The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night, when 
there were present: Messrs. Birch (Chairman), Cross, Purser, and Taylor. Mr. Lucas reported 
that the average attendance since the holidays had been 335, and Miss Morgan that the 
attendance averaged 122 at the girls' school.  



Inspector Smith wrote stating that Mr. W. Nosworthy had been appointed auditor for 
Blenheim school accounts, and that the capitation due to the Committee would be paid in the 
course of a few days. Ho also forwarded an invoice of books amounting to £7 12s 2d. Letters 
were received from Messrs. Hutcheson, Ward, and Parker, asking for nomination as members 
of the Education Board, and the two first mentioned were nominated. Miss Morgan reported 
that since the first standard had been drafted from the infant school the roll had increased 
from 120 to 145. She had now in her room about 70 children in Standard 3, which 
necessitated her devoting her whole time to teaching, which rendered her unable to supervise, 
with any degree of thoroughness, the work of the other teachers. Sue therefore considered 
that another pupil teacher should be appointed. If the Committee could see its way to make 
such recommendation to the Board she would suggest that Miss E. H. Millington be 
recommended till Christmas. Misa Millington had been assisting without remuneration in 
order to gain experience, and had held a Nelson college scholarship, and matriculated at the 
New Zealand University. If appointed Miss Morgan therefore asked that she be entered on 
the status of a 3rd or 4ih year pupil teacher. The Committee recommended Miss Millington as 
a 4th year pupil teacher. Miss Alice Williams, an applicant for the vacant pupil teachership in 
the infant department, asked that her application should be sent on to the Board. Resolved 
that it be forwarded with a recommendation by the Committee.  
Mr. Lucas reported that previous to the holidays Miss Roberts requested him to make 
application to the Board for permission for her to return on the staff of the school for a further 
period of six months, but before the school re-opened Miss Robert wrote stating that it was 
not her intention to remain, and he recommended that Miss Millington be paid for the month 
of January.  
The sparrows were a cause of annoyance in the infant rooms, and he would be glad to have 
some wire netting placed in the openings of the ventilators. He recommended Miss Williams 
to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Miss Roberts.  
It was resolved that Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan be requested to furnish the number of 
scholars on the roll with each monthly meeting. Mr. Lucas' recommendation re paying Miss 
Millington was forwarded to the Board.  
Notice of motion was given by Mr. Purser that a bonus of £2 10s be paid to Mr. Gillespie, 
secretary of the Committee. This concluded the business, and the meeting adjourned. 
3rd February 1891 We are compelled to hold over our report of the Education Board meeting 
till to-morrow. The business transacted was nearly all of a detail character. Misses Millington 
and Williams were appointed to the Blenheim Schools temporarily as assistants ; the erection 
of a school at Springlands was postponed for the present 
5th February 1891 Note in Marlborough Express. No Names attributed. Who would not be a 
female school teacher, where the Chairman of Committee wants to control them out of school 
hours. One such individual wrote to his Board: " So far as my jurisdiction extends I would 
faithfully exercise the function of controlling and supervising ' the regulation period of 
company-keeping on the part of young lady teachers,' if such a regulation be adopted by the 
Board." He suggested that one month should be the limit with one beau, but forgot to limit 
the number of beaux 
28th February 1891 The usual monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night: 
present, Mr. Birch (Chairman), P. Cross, Buick M.H.R., and W. Gillespie Secretary. The 
Chairman reported that capitation amounts had been received, viz.: £39 5s 9d, less £21 1s 1d 
cost of books. Mr. J. P. Lucas, the headmaster, reported that the average attendance for the 
past month had been 175 in the infants department, and 180 in the boy's classes; the numbers 
on the roll being 243 and 211 respectively. Miss Morgan, mistress of the girls' school, 
reported that the attendance had been 141; number on the roll 182.  



A letter was received from Mr. Simson, second master, notifying that he had applied for an 
increase of salary, and enclosed a recommendation from the headmaster. Mr. Cross moved 
that the increase be recommended. Mr. Birch spoke in praise of Mr. Simson's efforts, and said 
he was a smart deserving teacher, and he had much pleasure in seconding the motion, which 
was carried. It was decided to purchase a work entitled " The Living World," for the school 
library. The Visiting Committee reported that they had found the school buildings well kept, 
but thought that something should be done about the fence. Mr. Buick moved and Mr. Cross 
seconded a motion to the effect that the Education Board be asked to assist the Committee to 
erect a galvanised iron fence around the school ground, and that the Board be asked to 
empower their architect to give an estimate of the probable cost." Agreed to. The matter of 
the water supply was discussed at some length, and it was decided to ask the Board to fix a 
pipe from the artesian well in the school grounds to the headmaster's house. Messrs. Buick 
and Cross were appointed on the Visiting Committee. Accounts to the value of £5 14s 10s 
were passed for payment and the meeting adjourned 
3rd March 1891 THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Mr. Simson's application for an increase of 
salary was held over till next meeting of the Board. The School Committees letter asking the 
Board's assistance in erecting a galvanised iron fence round the school grounds was 
discussed, and it was decided to ask the Board's Architect to give estimate of cost, and also to 
find out what length of fencing was required. It was agreed to grant the Committees request 
relaying a pipe from the well to the teacher's residence, providing the work does not cost 
more than £5. 
ARCHITECT. Mr. Douslin reported in favour of removing the range from the teacher's 
residence Blenheim. Resolved that Mr. Lucas request be granted and that the range be sold 
4th April 1891 It is rumored by "the man in the street" that the next election of a School 
Committee in Blenheim will be run on political Hues, that is to say that the Seymour party 
will try to put in their men, and the followers of Mr. Buick will endeavor to get possession of 
the seats. How far this may be true we cannot say. There is no reason to introduce politics 
into this matter at all, and if the householders are wise they will see to it that the best men go 
in, apart altogether from any political views they may hold. One great drawback of the 
amended Act is that no provision is made for ascertaining the names of those nominated till 
after the nominations have closed. This will rest entirely with the chairman, but we have no 
doubt but that Mr. Birch will give the information if. asked for it before the time closes. 
7th April 1891 A communication was received from the Blenheim Committee re fencing 
round the school and offering: to erect a section of the fence, provided the Board would do 
another section. The architect reported that the cost of a corrugated iron fence would be £100. 
The Chairman reported that the building fund of the Board was not in a healthy condition and 
suggested that some special representations should be made, to the Government for an 
extraordinary grant. . Resolved that as the building grant for the year has been largely 
absorbed by past expenditure, the Board is not in a position to undertake the fencing, but the 
work. will be included in the schedule of requirements to be forwarded to the department. 
 An application from Miss Wrigley, asking to be appointed as assistant teacher was not 
considered, the communication not having come through the Committee. 
14th April 1891 In our remarks on our visit to the schools, allusion is made to the fact that the 
attendance was bad owing to its being "washing day." In one of the rooms fully 20 girls were 
away. It is obvious that this irregularity of attendance must interfere with school work, 
especially if it be correct, as we have heard, that almost an equal number remain away on 
Tuesdays for a similar reason, and not a few in Fridays because it is “cleaning up day." 
Parents should not be so neglectful of the advantages the State system offers, and if they are, 
then the Committee should interpose and enforce the compulsory clauses 



18th April 1891 Au extraordinary meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last 
night. Present Messrs. Birch (chairman), Buick, Purser and Taylor. The Chairman reported 
that the accounts for the past year had been duly audited and certified to. Correspondence 
from the Secretary of the Education Board re erection of a fence around school boundary was 
read in which it was  intimated that the Board could not grant the request of the Committee at 
present, but would place the necessary amount on the estimates for the current year; also 
intimating that the statutory meeting for election of new School Committee must be hold at 
the school buildings on Monday the 27th instant at 7.30 p.m., and that the first meeting of the 
new Committee would have to be held at the close of the householders' meeting.  
It was resolved that the Secretary of the School Committee act as poll clerk.  
The Chairman laid upon the table the draft report to be presented at the meeting of 
householders, which, after discussion, was passed. Resolved that tenders be called for the 
erection of a fence round Alfred-street portion of the school, the Chairman and Mr. Buick to 
draw up specifications and accept tenders. Accounts were passed for payment and the 
meeting adjourned till the night of the householders' meeting. 
24th April 1891 The following tenders for erecting a fence at the Borough Schools were 
received: — Brewer and Hay £42 18s Cd, T. Dunkley £38 15s, R. Dixon £37, H. A. Jones 
£39 15s, J. Fawcett £37, P. Connell £38 83 
27th April 1891 The following is the report of the oat-going Committee to.be read at the 
householders' meeting this evening: — "In compliance with clause 64 of the Education Act, 
1877, your Committee desire to present to the householders of the Blenheim School district 
their annual report, briefly setting forth the proceedings of the past year. Since their election 
your Committee have held regular monthly meetings. (and also additional ones when 
required) with the result that the members of the Committee have attended as follows : Birch 
14 meetings, Taylor 12, Cross 11, Buick 10, Purser 9, Bythell 8, and Morris 5. At each of 
these meetings two or more members of the Committee have been, appointed as a Visiting 
Committee to inspect not only the working of the schools, but also the condition of the 
School buildings and grounds attached thereto. Your Committee have much pleasure in 
stating that they have invariably found the deportment and attention of the children to be 
excellent and, with the exception of the Girls' School, the attendance was all that could be 
desired. Upon this point your Committee Would desire to draw the attention of parents to the 
urgent necessity of sending their children more regularly to this School as it is absolutely 
impossible for a head teacher to do justice to the children, to the parents, or to herself, while 
the attendance is so irregular. With the splendid school accommodation and efficient staff of 
teachers now at the disposal of the parents, it is to be hoped that they will send their girls 
more regularly to school. The necessity for this will be more apparent when you learn that the 
attendance in the Girls' School has only increased by 16 daring the last year. The attendance 
at the Boys' School was, as usual, all that could be desired, having increased from 379 in 
1890, to 458 in the present year.  
Your Committee has also much pleasure in reporting that the scholastic work of this 
department has been most successful, no less than six pupils having succeeded in passing the 
junior Civil Service examination, viz., William- Litchfield, Edward Powell, Reginald 
Hustwick, Arthur Carey, and Herbert Stratford. William Litchfield also succeeded in winning 
the Marlborough Scholarship, defeating all the Nelson and Marlborough candidates, while. 
Powell and .Hustwick came second and third on the list for the Marlborough district. In view 
of this creditable result, your Committee consider that the thanks of the parents are due to the 
teachers, and all concerned, for the diligence, patience and skill, with which they have 
conducted the intellectual training of the children, and the management of the schools.  
During the early part of the year, your Committee received 29 applications from candidates 
for the position of Head Mistress of the Infant School. After mature consideration, your 



Committee recommended Miss Mary Maxwell Brown, who was subsequently appointed, and 
has since been in active performance of her duties, to the complete satisfaction of the 
Committee, so far as they are in a position to judge.  
Your Committee have long recognised the desirability of improving the appearance, and 
protecting the school property, by erecting a galvanised iron fence round those places most 
subject to public inspection, and have communicated with the Education Board, asking that 
body to help them in the undertaking by paying one half the cost. With this object in view 
they have been careful in manipulating the finances at their disposal, with the result that the 
receipts have been £159 12s 4d and the expenditure has amounted to £135 3s 3d, leaving a 
balance in hand of £24 9s Id, part of which can be devoted to defraying the cost of erecting 
the most necessary portions of the fence round the School buildings.  
During your Committee's term of office, the custom of supplying the children with school 
books at cost price has been continued, with the result that £16 12s lOd worth of books have 
been sold; and books to the value of £4 18s 3d are still in the hands of teachers for disposal. 
With a view to encouraging the operations of St John's Ambulance Association, your 
Committee have allowed that Society to hold its meetings in the Infant School free of all 
charge. Since your Committee was elected, a vacancy has occurred owing to the resignation 
of Mr. Fowler. Mr. Purser was then requested to act in lieu of that gentleman, and has since 
faithfully discharged the duties devolving upon him. During your Committee's term of office, 
no examination of the school has taken place as the Inspector (for reasons already made 
known by him) deemed it desirable to postpone the inspection until a later date. Therefore we 
have no official record of the school's efficiency to lay before the householders, but we have 
every reason to believe that the high standard which it has hitherto maintained has been in no 
way diminished.  
Before relinquishing office your Committee desire to express the pleasure which it has given 
them to serve householders of the district, and also their appreciation of the complete 
harmony with which they have been, able to work with both teachers and parents, and hope 
that their successors may be able to perform their onerous duties under the same favourable 
circumstances. "  
28th April 1891 At 7.30 last night, the hour called for the election of a new School Committee 
there were present some 20 individuals, most of the voting having been done in the day. Mr. 
James T. Robinson was voted to the chair, and the proceedings were opened by the Secretary 
reading last year's report, from last night's Express. On the motion of Mr. W. B. Parker, 
seconded by Mr. Lewis, the report was adopted, Mr. Jellyman. saying a few words in support 
of the outgoing Committee's action in calling for tenders for a new fence. He  also said that 
they all felt proud of the results attained in the schools. Mr. Purser then moved that two 
Scrutineers be appointed, and Messrs. Simpson and Lewis were duly elected. After some 
discussion as to when the voting should close, Mr. Birch suggested nine o'clock (it was then 
about 8.10) and this was adopted on the motion of Mr. Jellyman seconded by Mr. Lewis. A 
delay took place in consequence of this motion, and the meeting broke up into twos and 
threes, some going up town to hunt up votes. At nine o'clock the voting papers were handed 
to the scrutineers, who had also the ballot papers received during the day. Shortly after 11 the 
result was declared, those on last year's Committee being marked with an asterisk: — Macey 
115, Rayner 114, Birch 113, Bythell 110, Buick 99, Fergusson 88, Taylor 80, Purser 71, 
Clarkson 70, Parker 58, Ching 43, Powick 42, Woods 29, Jellyman 28, Middlemiss 27.  
The first seven were declared duly elected, and at a subsequent of the Committee Mr. Birch 
was elected Chairman for the year. 
5th May 1891 A recommendation from the Blenheim School Committee that Miss Wrigley 
should be appointed assistant mistress at the Boys' School was negatived, the Board being of 
opinion that she should first of all obtain her certificate. 



11th May 1891  BLENHEIM SCHOOL V. PICTON SCHOOL. 
A football match between teams of the above schools was played on Seymour Square on 
Saturday. For the past ten years matches between the two named schools have taken place 
annually, and during the past two or three seasons the Picton boys have had the advantage ; 
but the Blenheim boys turned the tables on Saturday by defeating their opponents by biz 
points to nil. The game throughout was played with a true football spirit and the neat lacking, 
passing and collaring of the backs would have done credit to many senior teams. Picton won 
the toss and Blenheim set the ball rolling and in a short time had their adversaries hemmed 
down on their goal line, and then after a good deal of loose play Wanden crossed the line and 
secured first blood for Blenheim. This was the only score on either side when time was 
called. .During the second spell play was centered in Picton's twenty-fives, and Bary crossed 
the line and secured three tries in quick succession, one of which was converted by Fulton, 
thus leaving the Blenheim boys winners, by three tries and a goal to nil. 
30th May 1891 At a meeting of the School Committee last night there were present Messrs. 
Birch (Chairman), Fergusson, Buick, Rayner, Bythell, and Taylor. It was resolved to grant 
the use of the Infant schoolroom to the Orchestral Society for practice once a week, provided 
they made arrangements for cleaning and lighting. For the month the attendance returns were 
boys 291, girls 174; of the latter 33 had only attended half time, and it was resolved to send 
circulars ' to the parents on the matter. Mr. Buick M.H.R., was granted leave of absence for 
the ensuing session of Parliament. Messrs. Birch and Macey were appointed visiting 
committee for the month. After passing accounts amounting to £15 9s the Committee 
adjourned. 
4th July 1891 At the School Committee meeting last night there were present: Messrs. Birch 
(chair), Rayner, Taylor, and Gillespie. The Chairman reported that the gravel required for the 
school grounds had been procured. The headmaster of the Boys' school wrote stating that 
owing to the absence of some of the teachers he was unable to forward the usual attendance 
returns. He also asked that Mr. H. Robinson, who has finished his term of apprenticeship 
should be kept on, which the Committee decided to recommend to the Board. Miss Morgan 
made a similar request with respect to Miss Huddleston, and the same course was adopted. 
After authorising the Chairman to get some repairs done, the Committee passed some 
accounts and adjourned. Publishing the Balance Sheet. — 
1st August 1891 At the ordinary monthly meeting of the School Committee last night the 
reports showed that the average attendances '.were: Mr. Lucas' school 320 out of 448, and 
Miss Morgan's 117 out of 172. The attendance being so bad . the Committee decided to take 
steps against the parents of those who absent themselves. It was resolved that copies of Mr. 
Mc Hutcheson's "New Zealander. Abroad" should be procured for the library and for prizes: " 
The meeting after passing some accounts then adjourned 
1st Sept 1891The Blenheim School Committee wrote asking for certain school requisites, and 
also that urinal drainage be supplied. The requisites were granted, but the drainage question 
was held over pending a discussion on financial matters 
3rd October 1891 At the ordinary monthly meeting of the School Committee last night, there 
were present, Messrs. Birch (Chair), Fergusson, Rayner, and Buick, M.H.R. The 
correspondence included a letter from the Education Board, stating that it could not expend 
money on the drain asked for ; from Mr. Lucas, complaining of the condition of the fence in 
front of his residence, referred to the Board ; from Mr. T. Smale, stating that the windows 
were left open during school hours, rendering the pupils liable to catch colds, referred to Mr. 
Lucas and from Mrs. Hoskins, complaining of the damage done by the children to the 
property, referred to Mr. Lucas. After passing some accounts the meeting adjourned. 
31st October 1891 At the ordinary monthly meeting of the School Committee, held last night, 
there were present : Messrs. Birch (chair), Macey, Taylor, Bythell, Rayner, Fergusson, and 



Buick, M.H.R. The attendance reports showed boys' and infants' schools 470 on the roll, 387 
average attendance; girls' school 164 on the roll, average attendance 118. A letter was 
received from Mr. Purser, complaining of excessive home lessons, and it was resolved to 
reply that the matter would receive attention. Mr. Lucas is to be asked for the names of 
children who attend irregularly, so that the police may prosecute the parents. The Visiting 
Committee reported that everything was in good order, and this concluded the business. 
28th November  1891 At the School Committee meeting held last night, there were present 
Messrs. Birch (Chair), Buick, M.H.R. , Fergusson, J. Taylor, Rayner, and E. Bythell.  
Mr. Lucas reported a roll number of 467, average attendance 374, and added that all the 
pupils had made the requisite attendances. An application from Mr. H. Robinson to be 
appointed third master was enclosed, and will be forwarded on to the Board with a favorable 
recommendation. Miss Morgan reported the roll number at the Girls' School to be 165, and 
the average attendance 123. A gift of lollies from the Friendly Societies' Picnic Committee 
was ordered to be acknowledged with thanks. As the Committee had not received any reply 
to its application to the Board re the drain from the closets, it was resolved to make another 
application to the Board. As a Visiting Committee for the month, Messrs. Rayner and Bythell 
were appointed. After passing some accounts, the meeting adjourned. 
2nd December 1891 With Respect to the application of Mr. H. Robinson for an appointment 
in the Blenheim School as third master, it was resolved to appoint a committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Carter, Parker, Hutcheson, Birch, Gillespie, Lucas and Smith, to report on the best 
means of bringing the staff of this school within the Board's regulations, and also to deal with 
the fencing and draining requirements of the same school 
5th December 1891 The Works and' Gas Committee reports were . received. They 
recommended giving the School Committee power to join a pipe from the school urinal to the 
present drain, with a proper outlet into the river.— 
9th December 1891 The examination of the Borough Schools starts on Monday next with the 
Sixth Standard, and will probably last the week. The Catholic Schools will in all probability 
be examined next week by some of the St Patrick's College professors. 
17th December  1891 School Breaking-up. — Mr. Lucas asks us to remind pupils that the 
breaking-up will take place at 3 o'clock to-morrow, when the distribution of the lollies given 
as a donation by the Friendly Societies' Picnic Committee will take place. Bach packet 
contains a trinket. 
18th December 1891 The inspection of all schools finished to-day, the Infant School being 
taken last. It will be some days, probably a week or move, before the results are known, but 
from what we can learn the children are considered to have done well. 
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1892 512 Blenheim Boys' Lucas John P 

 
Prime Master  £    330.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret 
 

Deputy Female  £    195.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Boys' Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £    140.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Juniors Brown Mary M 
 

Assistant Female  £    100.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Boys' Robinson Herbert  
 

Assistant Master  £       75.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       60.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Boys' Stratford Herbert  
 

Male Probationer  £       50.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Juniors Farmar Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Juniors Malcolm George 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Boys' Tansley Florence 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Girls Brewer Lottie  
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Juniors Wanden Eliza 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  



1892 512 Blenheim Girls Harris Florence  
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  

1892 512 Blenheim Juniors Robinson Kate 
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  
5th January 1892 The Committee appointed to report on the staff arrangements of the 
Blenheim Borough Council reported (1) That Mr. H. Robinson be allowed to remain on the 
staff  for one year at £70, and that Master Malcolm and one girl be appointed pupil teachers 
in place of Misses Wrigley and Williams ; (2) As to the girl's school they recommended that 
one of the three pupil teachers whose time has expired be retained, and that a fresh pupil 
teacher be recommended by Miss Morgan which will leave the number of teachers as allotted 
for an average attendance o£ 115 114 (3)-it was pointed out that the average attendance 
particularly at the Girls’ School was very low, and the Committee recommended the Board to 
take into consideration the appointment of a truant officer; (4) suggesting that the urinal be 
enlarged and reconstructed, and a three inch glazed drain laid down, and some repairs made 
to the closets.  It was resolved to send 1 and 2 paragraphs to the Committee, stating that if 
they met their wishes, the Board would confirm them. As to the Truant Inspector the Board 
discussed the advisability of complaining as to the inactivity of the police in Blenheim, as 
compared with what Mr. Mills has got for Havelock, but eventually it was decided to write 
first to the School Committee and ask {for particulars as to what --they had done, and how 
they had failed to get satisfaction. When that report is received the Board will then decide 
whether they will again apply to the local police, or report to Inspector Thompson that the 
instructions given some time back are not being attended to. "With respect to drainage from 
the urinals, and fencing, the Committee's proposal was agreed to, and the architect was 
instructed to call for tenders ' for the drainage. A sum of £6 was voted to the Committee to 
have the fences attended to 
SCHOLARSHIP-The following names of candidates were received for the annual 
scholarship: — Elizabeth Wanden (Blenheim girls), H. Bull, W. Ewart, H. Fowler, (Blenheim 
boys)»Mathew Frederick Gwillum (Havelock) Rosalie Williams, and George Waddy 
(Picton). 'The examination will be held on January 13th, at 9 ,a.m. in the  Borough School. 
7th January 1892 Mr. Inspector Smith is at present supervising the senior Civil Service 
Examinations. There are only two candidates from Marlborough, viz.., Claude Mills 
(Havelock), and Richard Wanden (Blenheim). The junior examination commences on Friday, 
8th, at 2.30 in the Blenheim Boys' School. 
8th January 1892 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. 
The following is a list of those who passed the  respective Standards at the Blenheim Schools 
on the 14th of December, la the 6th Standard the credit passes are shown thus*  
Blenheim Boys  Standard VI— Frank Brace •, Henry Bull •, Henry Fowler •, John Gould •, 
Frederick Laishley ". Samuel Muncaster*, George Malcolm *, William Taylor *, Arthur 
Bush, Fitzroy Clark, Sydney Cawte, Graham Douglas. George Douglas , George Fowler, 
Norris Griffiths, Bertram Green, Leonard Horne, Geoffrey Horton, Herbert Muncaster, James  
Maddock, Humphrey O'Leary, Thomas Payton, Victor Powell, John Richardson, Bernard 
Silvius, John Thomson 
 Standard V. Wilfred Beckett, Ernest Bythell, Cyril Carey, Gerald Dunn, George Eckford, 
George Edwards, Arthur Freeth, William Fairweather, Henry Horn, Reginald Hustwick, Ben 
Keys. Ernest Miller, George Mitchell, Charles Parker, Leo Stanton, George Taylor, William 
Wanden.  
Standard IV.— George Bothwell, Austin Berry, Gilbert Beckett, George Boyce, William 
Bothwell Ernest Bowser, Maxwell Done, Ernest  Dodd, Charles Eckford, Louis Foster, 
Mervyn Horton, Albert Huddlestone, Edward Biggs, Arthur Jackson, Fred Jellyman, Frank 
Lambert, John Logan, Sydney Litchfield, Henderson Leslie, Albert Moreland, Fred Miller, 
Robert McIntire, Edward Mead, Alex Nicholson, Michael O’Callaghan, Stanley Osgood, 



Frank O'Brien, Herbert Patchett, Charles Pattie, Hildreth Smith, Arthur Wanden, Joseph 
Wooster, Leonard Yarrall.  
Standard III.-George Atwood, Walter Bailey, Herbert Carey, Harold Clarkson, Frank Daines, 
Walter Dames, Walter Douglas, Henry Dempsey, Douglas Galloway, Thomas Gilmore, 
William Girling, Bertram Hay, William Healy, Herbert Horne, Ronald Hutcheson , Major 
Iremonger, Percy Jackson, Wilfred Jellyman, William Lambert, Harold Lucas, James Leslie, 
Roderick Litchfield, Henry Lewis, Leslie Macey, Duncan McCallum, Frank Mullen, Arthur  
Patchett, Augustine Priddle, Arthur Rayner, Frank Robinson, John Taylor, Ernest Williams, 
Albert Macalister, George Gilmore. .  
Standard ll.— Leo Brace, Frank Bailey, Eric Booth, Willie Boyce, Harold Cook, Henry 
Crook, Harold Carey, Willie Edwards, Tom Galloway, Stanley Green, Fred Hutcheson, 
Ernest Hyde, Edward Hatton, Charles Iremonger, Fred Keys, George Mead, Alfred Oben, 
Wilfred O'Callaghan, Robert Patchett, George Patchett, Willie Page, Roland Powell, Willie 
Sherwood, Eric Scott, Ralph Simmons, Henry Taylor, Sam Tansley, Charles Witt, Willie 
Walsh, Pat Walsh.  
Standard I.— Leonard Ball, Arthur Bartlett, Edgar Beckett, William Boon, Cecil Booth, 
David Boyce, William Boyce, Bertie Brayshaw, James Chandler, Rudolph Draper, Edward 
Eckford, Edward Ham, Albert Ham, Arthur Hendra, William Jellyman, Arnot Leslie, Fred 
Lummas, Sinclair Macalister, Robert McArtney, James McDonald, Alfred Mears, William 
Nelson, Corbett Oben, Bertie Patchett, Fred Parker, William Preston, Robert Priddle, Walter 
Radford, Harold Robinson, Percy Sherwood, Lionel Strickland, William Taylor, Richard 
Taylor, John Tait, Herbert Wanden, Reginald Webb, Leonard West, Frank Wooller, John 
Radd,  
Emily Anderson, Mary Brian, Lacy Bythell, Carry Chandler, Mabel Chittenden, Vera 
Clarkson, Zoe Cross, Florrie Cross, Dolly Dempsey, Maud Dixon, Lily Foster, Eva Foster, 
Olive Freeth, Mary Garnham, Florence Girling, Alice Greig, Nellie Hay, Maggie Honnor, 
Mary Logan, May Lucas, Amy Lucas, Lottie Maddock, Nellie Macey, Florence Mitchell, 
Maggie McKenzie, Maud Muncaster, Nellie Patchett, Eliza Powick, Lizzie Wooster, Millie 
Tunnicliffe, Edith Webb, Minnie Wiblin.  
BLENHEIM GIRLS Standard VI— Mary Adams, Annie Harris, Edith Keys, Bessie Leslie. 
Standard V.— Phoebe Elbeck, Beatrice Elbeck, Clara Farmar, Milly Girling, Alice 
Litchfield, Kate McCallum, Blanche Tansley 
Standard IV.— Lottie Draper, Eva Draper, Edith Fowler, Winifred Macalister, Mary Ann 
Patchett, Maud Robinson, Ruby Reader, Alice Rabbits, Rosine  Tunnicliffe .  
Standard III— Grace Muncaster. Isabel Markmann, May Macalister, Ellen Martin s Annie 
Maddock, Maude O'Brien, Lily Parser, Sarah Patchett, Jane Pritchard, Mabel Powell, Lily 
Powick, Maud Simmonds, Laura Banks, Lottie Cheyne, Eve Ching, Florence Dobb, Annie 
Fathers, Caro line Farr, Emma Gould, Annie Gillett Phoebe Horton, Hannah Honnor 
Gertrude  Howard, Lizzie Hodson, Annie Kirby Ethel Keys.  
Standard ll.— Florence Andrews, Millie Bull, Ethel Birch, Amy Bush, Nellie Bothwell, Ada 
Booker, Lucy Dixon, Ethel Farr Eva Goslin, May Hale, Isabel Kirby, Kate Logan, Bessie 
Lyes, Amy Maddock, Mable Nicholas, Annie Patchett, Ethel Purser Olive Penny, Jean Pattie, 
Hilma Silvius Lilian Vercoe, Lettie Watson, Sarah Wensley 
16th January 1892 Marlborough Scholarship. We hear on good authority that Harry Fowler, of 
the Blenheim Boy's School, has won the Marlborough Education Board's Scholarship tenable 
for two years at the Nelson College 
18th January 1882 The Springlands School re- opened to-day, The Blenheim Borough f 
Schools do not resume work till next Monday  
28th January 1882 Blenheim School Committee. — The ordinary monthly meeting of the 
Borough School Committee will be held this evening at 8 o'clock. There will be some 



discussion as to the action of the Board in reducing the allowance, to the Committee by 
which in future the Blenheim Committee will receive only £75 a year, in place of £152 they 
were paid Inst year. With even the larger amount they have been unable to overtake their 
works, and in the smaller sum they think it will be impossible to make both ends meet, as the 
cost of the janitor alone, without considering fuel, stationery etc., will almost swallow up the 
vote. The Committee are also dissatisfied with the action of the Board relative to the pupil 
teachers, and there is some talk of a general resignation 
30th January 1892 THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE'S RESIGNATION. 
The resignation of the Blenheim Borough School Committee, while not an affair of national 
importance, is certainly one deserving of notice, because it forms one of the links in the chain 
of evidence against the present system of the administration of the Education vote. So far as 
our 1871 Education Act goes it is excellent, but, like many other theoretical schemes, it left 
much to be decided by after experience.; Those who are wedded to Education Boards, by 
reason of their having served for some time on them, can see no better means of governing 
than now exists, while Committees who have often only a limited experience of one school, 
and three or four miles of territory, lay down as axioms propositions that would never be 
entertained, and between the two there is continual enmity. So far as Marlborough is 
concerned, the  present position has been brought about in  this, way : A number of 
gentlemen, all of them estimable, by some means allowed things to drift, till circumstances - 
required a new clerk, and a new Inspector, He, on .his arrival, found that the finances .were 
not all that was. desirable, and instituted a new state of things, among which came a 
classification  table of staff, salaries, and grants to Committees, We have no wish whatever to 
find fault with him, for the new broom proverbially sweeps clean ; but there is this to be 
remembered, that the present schedule is based on the Otago schedule— the highest in the 
colony. According to it schools with the same number of pupils as our Blenheim Schools 
would need at least 500 pupils to gain the 3s per head which is here granted to the 
Committee. Now Otago and Marlborough are by no means any more on the same footing 
than Taranaki and Wanganui, in fact all the educational authorities in the Colony are against 
the present division of education districts. As an instance of what we mean in objecting to the 
sparsely populated districts being placed on the same , terms as those not so badly off, let us 
take the following from the latest number of the New Zealand Schoolmaster, issued late this 
month. 16 refers to the action of the Education Department in taking certain territory from the 
Wanganui district and adding it to Taranaki. A correspondent writes: — "Three existing 
schools would be affected by it, which are Ngaire, Bird Road, and Cardiff, besides perhaps 
another not yet opened. The immediate effect would be a great reduction of the teachers' 
salaries. The last, returns issued by the department shows the salary of the teacher at 
Stratford, the lamented Mr. Evans, to have been less by £50 than that of the teacher at Ngaire, 
although the Stratford school is the larger of the two. Very possibly the present teachers, if 
willing to remove and accept other appointments, would not suffer pecuniary loss; at the 
worst, it may be supposed that if they Buffered some temporary inconvenience t ley would 
find their proper level in due time. But the proposed change is calculated to have a very 
serious and permanent effect on the schools and the character of the education imparted. It is 
evident that a low salary will not command the services of such men and women as a higher 
one would. If a vacancy occurs and a teacher is required, when "the salary offered is reduced 
by £50, can it be supposed that men of the same caliber will offer themselves? It is 
remarkable that in this short distance of four miles such different conditions should prevail; 
but the reason is not hard to find. It is caused by the excessive multiplication of small schools 
in Taranaki, while in Wanganui the schools are a fair distance apart. Taranaki and 
Marlborough are much on the same footing. Unfortunately both have gone in for schools at 
too close a distance, and the expenses have thus heaped up but they are by no means oh the 



same footing as the other localities named, for they are settled by small farmers within 
restricted distances, whereas the others have been largely populated by, people with 
.considerable holdings. We cannot blame the Committee for resigning, because the change 
has come oil them somewhat suddenly, — though that is their own fault, as the -circular is 
dated August 4th, 1891. - It is quite possible that they might save £10 a year in the payment. 
of a secretary, for that sort of work is generally done gratuitously; and possibly double that 
sum can be economised in the matter of the cleaning of the schools if it be correct that the 
custodian receives £70 a year for his work, but even then that would only leave £20 a year for 
fuel stationery, and the thousand and one thing a committee is supposed to do. “It has been 
rumored that the Board considered that a custodian could. be done without, and the schools 
kept clean by the pupils, but that is absolutely without foundation, so far as we have heard at 
the Board meetings.; It is a pity the Blenheim School Committee before resigning had no.t 
decided to. make, their grievance a test question with the other committees, so that they 
might, by expressing an opinion for or against certain candidates, have shown how far the 
system is in favor in the district. If our recollections are correct, quite the amount that will be 
saved this year on the Blenheim schools was voted on the Inspector's motion for sets of 
apparatus, which we venture to say, after' doing duty once or twice ,as novelties, will be so 
much waste money. In saying this we say nothing against him as an Inspector, for as such we 
believe from all we have heard that he was moat scrupulously fair, and by no means a terror 
to the children. It seems to us, however, that he has based his economies on wrong lines, and 
therefore we-.have; no hesitation in saying so It he and the Board would only weed out the, 
old and unfit teachers that are so well known in the district," and keep the young ones they 
train themselves they would do more for education than by cutting down this votes for 
sweeping out schools, and attending to certain sanitary conditions which are needful. 
3rd February 1892 The resignation en bloc of the School Committee is likely to give some 
idea of how the new Act will work, — that is if a Committee can be got together to try and 
make both ends meet on half the allowance formerly granted, as to which some doubts have 
been expressed. The Act of 1891 will of course be the measure which will guide the Board in 
this matter, and while it contains very full directions for the annual elections, it is somewhat 
obscure as to tow special elections are to be held. Clause 18, which is supposed to deal with 
the case of a whole Committee resigning, says the Board may direct an election, and the 
proceedings in connection with any such election shall be the same as in the case of an annual 
election. At the annual election the outgoing Chairman of Committee acts as a kind of 
returning officer, but where he and all his fellow committeemen resign, we suppose the Board 
must appoint someone to act. Under the new Act, the number on a School Committee is 
governed by the average attendance at the school. Thus where it has not .exceeded 25, the 
number of the Committee shall not exceed five; where the average attendance .has exceeded 
25 but not 200, seven members can be elected, and where the attendance has been over 200 
then nine members of Committee are allowed. In the case of Blenheim therefore  the Board 
will ask the householders to elect nine members to spend £70 a year. This is carrying out the 
system of local government to an extent never contemplated by Parliament. If, after two 
meetings, the householders neglect or refuse to elect a Committee, the Board pan appoint two 
Commissioners to attend to the duties. As the annual election of a School Committee is to be 
held on the fourth Monday in April, the new Committee will have a short reign, though it is 
hardly likely to be a merry one. At the meeting of householders there is every probability of 
some warm talking against the Board being indulged in 
6th February 1892 The following is a copy of the letter drawn up by the sab-committee 
appointed to give reasons" to the Education Board as to why they have resigned :— " In reply 
to the letter from your Board dated January 6, informing this Committee of the Board's. 
refusal to re-open the question of capitation to be allowed School Committees under the new 



regulations, as drawn up by the Inspector for the district, to take effect from and after 
December 31st, 1891, this Committee, having, again gone most carefully into the question of 
finance, find it is utterly impossible to carry on the Blenheim Borough Schools with the small 
amount allowed under the new scale of payment. This Committee have one and all taken 
great interest in the Schools, and it is with considerable regret they hays unanimously decided 
that the efficiency of the Schools cannot possibly be maintained —having that respect for 
cleanliness, which is an urgent necessity where such a large number of children are 
congregated together —and this Committee are of opinion that if the proposed reduction is 
persisted in by your Board, the efficiency and character of the schools will be seriously 
affected. Enclosed please find a statement of expenditure by the Committee for the past 
twelve months. You will see by this that it has expended the sum of £133 19s 3d, so that the 
present amount allowed by your Board of £74 would leave a deficiency of £59 19s 3d, and 
this Committee cannot see their way to retrench anything like such an amount. Therefore, 
under the circumstances, it is with considerable regret the Committee have decided to resign 
office as members of the Blenheim Borough School Committee. Re fence in front of teacher's 
residence : Would your Board kindly instruct the architect to issue plans for this work at the 
same time as plans for drainage. There being practically no committee in existence now, it 
would save much time if your Board would get this much needed work done as suggested. 
Truant children.--This is a. question that has received considerable attention at the hands of 
the Committee. Some 36 names were handed in by the various teachers of children who had 
neglected to attend the regulation number of days, and the parents of all those children were 
written to more than once by the secretary with the result that at the last meeting of 
committee, held' on 27th November the teacher reported that all the children had attended the 
requisite number of days. It is behoved there are some children in this district who do not 
attend any school, but as their names have never been placed on any roll of school they do 
not come under the notice of the teachers. It is impossible for either the teachers or members 
of Committee to act as truant officers, and the Committee would recommend the« 
appointment of a truant officer for the district. The following is a statement of expenditure 
from January 1st 1891, to January 1st, 1892: Chandler (caretaker), £77 11s 2d, repairs £8 Cs 
7d, ink £4 12s 6d, requisites £7 3s 9d, stationary etc. £10 2s Id, night work £6 Cs, Secretary 
£10, Auditor £1 Is, Poll Clerk £1 Is, fuel £14 17s 8d, advertising and printing £2 17s 6d; total 
£183 18s 3d. An. account for night work is yet be received 
10th February 1892 The resignation of the Blenheim School Committee together with the 
statement setting forth their reasons for resigning had been read, a discussion on the position 
ensued. Mr. Parker said the Committee seemed to have 'been paid £159 and only spent. £133, 
so that the Committee must have a balance in hand. He believed that by calling for tenders for 
cleaning the school the Committee could get the work done for half the present cost. 
Inspector Smith explained that what he had said as to the children cleaning the schools was to 
advocate the, calling for tenders from those children whose parents would not object to their 
so earning money. In the district he was last in there were several schools cleaned in this way, 
and even in this district: there were schools where the children did it. He suggested that the 
Board should ask the Committee to carry on till the next election, and that the Board would 
undertake the repairs, find stationery, ink and advertising, by which means if the Committee 
did without a paid "secretary they could save over £40 a year. As they had a balance of £34 in 
hand according to their own statement they must now have something like £49 in credit, as 
they started with a £35 balance. Mr. Parker proposed that the. Committee be asked to carry 
on their duties till the end of their term, seeing that they have a balance in hand. The motion 
was then put and carried 
1st March 1892 Mr. Birch wrote to the effect that the old Committee declined to accede to the 
request of the Board to withdraw their resignation. 



There was some debate as to whether the Committee were not bound to hold office till their 
successors were appointed. It was found that the new Act provided that they must hold office 
till their successors were appointed, and it was decided to refer the Committee to clause 16 of 
.the Act of 1891. SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS. It was proposed that the annual 
Committee elections be held in the same places, and at the same hour as in previous years. 
SPRINGLANDS. ' The Inspector stated that in accordance with the instructions of the Board 
he had appointed Miss Millington temporarily to the situation of pupil teacher, The 
Committee asked that an assistant teacher be advertised for, and that extra accommodation be 
provided, as the attendance warranted it. Miss Millington wrote applying for the position, and 
stated her past experience. It was resolved to forward her application to the Committee, and 
ask if they would be satisfied with her name, if not, that applications be called for. ' 
It was resolved to give the architect instructions to prepare plans if the Inspector considers the 
extra accommodation is required. 
2nd March 1892 Scholastic. — We are pleased to hear that Miss Wrigley has received the 
appointment of assistant mistress at the Mangatainoka school, near Woodville. 
4th March 1892 INSPECTOR SMITH'S REPORT. 
As the report by Mr. Smith on the Schools of Marlborough has not been considered by the 
Education Board we can hardly claim to regard it as a public document or criticise it as the 
embodiment of their views. Mr. Smith we know, holds that the Board cannot alter his report 
in essentials, and this on the face of it appears correct, for it is his annual to the Education 
Department through the Board, but it by no means follows that the Board will agree with 
some of his ideas, and they themselves can get over the differences of opinion that seem 
likely to crop Up by instructing their Chairman what to say in his report, for the Chairmen of 
Education Boards make annual reports as well as the Inspectors. In this report the Chairman 
can, presuming he differs from the Inspector give his own opinions. We do not intend to deal 
with any of the debatable points in the report at present, but wish to allude to one or two 
remarks which bear out some that we have before expressed in these columns. We find that 
he agrees with ourselves as to the effects of small school districts. He says: I was somewhat 
surprised when I became familiar with the topography of the district, to find how thickly 
schools had been planted in certain localities. If, for instance, a circle with a four mile radius 
be drawn from the Blenheim School as a center, it would include Springlands, Grovetown, 
Fairhall, Marlboroughtown, and Spring Creek. The disadvantage arising from a too close 
proximity of schools are many. Among them are (1) additional cost; (2) diminished 
efficiency; (3) (perhaps the most mischievous of all) the facility with which children can be 
moved from one school to another as often as the caprice of parents may desire. No doubt, at 
the time these schools were first established, the grouping of the settlers, and the imperfect 
means of communication may have appeared to justify their proximity, bat with the improved 
roads and other facilities,, such necessity no longer exists, and I hope that when it comes 
necessary (aa ; it soon will) to rebuild the Grovetown School, the Board will seriously 
consider whether, by removing it a little further away from Blenheim the Marlboroughtown 
School might not be advantageously abolished. The evidence in favour of the superior 
efficiency and economy of large schools, is overwhelming, and if the extra distance should 
cause a few children to postpone the commencement of their school life for a year or more, 
they would I believe lose no time, but really be great gainers in the long run. Another locality 
where schools are too plentifully distributed is the Kaituna district, where within a distance of 
12 miles along a good road there are aa many as four schools. Any attempt to remedy this 
state of affairs will no doubt meet with violent opposition, for, unfortunately many parents, 
though professedly objecting on account of the distance that children would have to walk, 
are, I dare say sometimes unconsciously, influenced by other motives, such as a desire to 
utilize the services of their children or from a disinclination for the extra effort that would be 



required to get them ready for school- in the morning. It is absurd to say that healthy children 
of 7 or 8 years old cannot walk 3 miles to school along a good read, when if kept  at home 
they would' certainly be on their feet the whole day and probably the elder ones would be 
assisting iv some kind of laborious work, and this would be equivalent to . more than twice as 
much real bodily fatigue as would be undergone on a journey to and from school. As before 
remarked many of the conditions which led to schools being so closely situated are now 
changed. Roads are good and are fenced in, bridges, and culverts have been thrown over 
creeks and watercourses," stray cattle are almost unknown, and companions for the journey 
are plentiful; yet having been so long accustomed to have schools almost at their doors there 
is little hope of convincing these communities of the necessity for any change, I am glad 
therefore that the .Board has taken a firm stand and has resolved to remove the Okaramio 
School to a more central position between Havelock Suburban and Kaituna. The 
configuration of the country and the prevailing industrial pursuits of the inhabitants are 
unfavourable to the growth of large centres of population where profitable schools could be 
looked for in the course of time ; but the same circumstances are certain to be productive of 
numerous straggling village settlements which will have to be provided for, so that every year 
will call for greater circumspection in fixing upon sites for new schools, and in doing so the 
convenience of the first settlers in a new locality should not be allowed to thrust out of sight 
the probable requirements of later arrivals. " 
11th March 1892 Teachers' Examinations. — By an oversight we neglected to mention that 
Miss Millington, who is now engaged temporarily as assistant at the Springlands School, 
secured a partial "D" certificate at the late examinations. 
1st April 1892 SCHOOL COMMITTEES ELECTION. 
Inspector Smith it will be noticed by those interested has called the annual meetings of the 
householders for the election of School Committees for Monday April 25th, nominations to 
be in writing, by the 18th. So far as Blenheim is concerned the election is likely to be rather 
mixed. At present there is no Committee and no Chairman to whom nominations are to be 
sent, as Mr. Birch declines to bother himself with matters after the arbitrary conduct of the 
Board in reducing the Committee's allowance, and consequently there is no one to receive the 
papers if any are filled in. The Secretary of the Education Board should make some special 
regulation to deal with this difficulty as there does not appear to be any provision in the Act 
to meet it, Commissioners, not having been appointed in place of the School Committee. The 
new Act provides for Committees of various sizes in proportion to the average attendance at 
the schools. Thus Blenheim has 9 members this year, in place of seven, several other schools 
get 7, and the smaller ones can now get along with 5. This last mentioned reduction in 
numbers is a. step in the right direction as it is very frequently a matter of some difficulty in 
small districts to get together seven men willing to form a Committee. How far School 
Committees are required at all has long been a debatable point, and "the Blenheim parents 
will be rather inclined to agree that if the town schools can run themselves for three months 
without a Committee, they can very well get along altogether without such a body. The use of 
Committees in out of the way places where the Boards have no one at hand to control the 
property may not be so questionable, but it is also an undoubted fact that these Committees at 
times are quite unfit for" the work, and by the introduction of local and petty strife’s do much 
to hinder educational work and hamper the teachers. As the new Act differs in some respects 
from its predecessor, it may be as well to point out some of its requirements. "Householder," 
as before, excludes the lodger vote, and insists on residence within the school district. The 
nomination papers have to be signed by the proposer and the candidate, and must be in the 
form specified in the Act. The chairman has these names attached to the outer door of the 
school, but although the Act requires this nomination a week before the election, section 9 
does away with a good deal of its effect by allowing anyone present at the .householders' 



meeting who is properly qualified, to be nominated and added to the list. A ballot-box has to 
be provided by the Committee, and the voting papers have to be filled in the room. 
Cumulative voting is abolished, no one being allowed to give more than one vote to any one 
candidate, though there is nothing in the Act to prevent a voter using only one vote, and thus 
“plumping" for his favorite candidate. The Act on the whole is not so cumbersome in its 
working as the last one was, but it is still capable of improvement, and next session will in all 
likelihood see a still further amendment. The whole question of the relationship that exists 
between Education Boards and School Committees will have to be regularly defined, as at 
present they are continually at logger-heads over appointments and matters of that sort. The 
larger Committees too think that it is not equable that a school with perhaps only 25 scholars 
should be entitled to as much voting power in the election of members of the Education 
Board as schools with one or two hundred pupils attending. 
2nd May 1892 The adjourned meeting of householders will be held this evening at 7.30 
o'clock in the Boys' School when a large attendance is desired. We understand that the 
difficulty as to the book &o. -will be satisfactorily cleared up. 
3rd May 1892 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. TENDERS. SEPARATE TENDERS 
will be received up to Noon of MONDAY, 9th May, 1892, for: — Gleaning and Lighting the 
Schools; Nightwork and Chimney Sweeping; also for Firewood and Coal. ; Particulars can be 
obtained from the Secretary. ; E. PURSER, Hon Secretary 
3rd May 1892 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTION. 
_ At the adjourned meeting of householders, held last evening, there was again a fair 
attendance, Mr. J. T. Robinson in the chair. The statement of assets and liabilities, prepared 
by the outgoing Committee showed: — Assets: Cash for books in Miss Morgan's hands £11 
8s 7d, do in Chairman's hands £3 4s 6d, do in Mr. Lucas' hands £3 3s 8d, books on hand £9 
11s Id, total £27 7s 8d, balance in' Bank of New Zealand £29 18s 2d, total £57 5s 10d. 
Liabilities: J. Wooster £4 18s lOd, S. Chandler £15 8s 4d, F. Paine 17s, H. L. Jackson £1 4s, 
total £22 7s 4s, balance to credit £34 18s 6d. ‘- Mr. Parser moved that the balance-sheet as 
read be adopted. He failed, however, to see why the late Committee had thought it necessary 
to resign when they did, nor could he see .that they had been very economical, especially as 
they had drawn five quarters' capitation money, leaving only three quarters for the incoming 
Committee. Mr. Cross seconded the motion, and the report was then adopted. . Mr. Parker 
said he considered the Chairman had gone out of his way to make some remarks as to himself 
at the last meeting. On the Education Beard he had endeavored to do his best for all the 
schools in the district, and not for the Blenheim schools in particular- He thought that the 
smaller schools should not be starved for the sake of one. A good deal had been said in the 
papers complaining of the way in which the Blenheim School Committee had been treated. 
As the Board were, going back in their finances, they had to look round and see how they 
could economise, and they made enquiries from all the Boards, with the result that they found 
that Blenheim was receiving three times as much as the same sized schools -in other districts. 
He quoted figures to show this. The present allowance would be £75 6s, while Otago, the 
next highest, would only give £75. He read the Otago Board's regulations to show that there a 
great deal mere had. to be done than the Blenheim School Committee had to do, The Board 
gave the Committees four months' notice of their intention to economise, and they should 
have looked round to see how they could save. He quoted Wellington reports to show that 
other Committees could work with the reduced calculation  
Mr. Gillespie asked what the profit was that the Board was making out of the Blenheim 
schools.  
Mr. Parker said it was £442 last year.  
Mr. Rayner pointed out that" cleaning, repairs, etc., couid.be met if the Board would grant 
them requisites. Under the new rates, a school with 200 pupils would receive £50, while one 



with 500 pupils would only get £75 a year. The Chairman again reiterated that Mr. Parker bad 
not treated the Blenheim Committees properly on the Education Board. - Ha then called for 
nominations, for the Committee, and without a ballot the following were declared elected : — 
Messrs. H. L. Jackson, A. Fisher, J. B. Green, E. Parser, C. Tunnicliffe, B. Mead, P. Cross, C. 
J. W. Griffiths, End G. Harris. These were declared duly elected, and the meeting closed.  
At a subsequent meeting Mr. J. B. Green' was elected Chairman of the Committee. At the 
first meeting held after the householders had gone it was resolved to call for tenders for 
cleaning the schools, etc., and also for fuel for the year. A letter from Mr. Cook withdrawing 
his charges against Mr. Simson, and stating that he did not desire to press for his removal 
from the staff was also read, and also one from the teacher named withdrawing his 
resignation and asking the Committee to recommend the Board to allow him to do so. The 
Committee agreed to this coarse and after appointing visitors adjourned till Monday evening 
3rd May 1892 circular was received relative to the employment .of police in rendering the 
compulsory clauses effective. It was generally agreed that the Act had been virtually a dead 
letter. Mr. Parker said he knew of numbers of children up Grove Road who never went to 
School and the police never seemed to interfere. He thought the attention of the. new 
Blenheim School Committee should be called to the matter.   
Mr. Mills thought the police should take all the proceedings necessary, and not leave the 
question of moving to committees, and he moved that it be suggested that the regulations be 
altered accordingly, as members of£ committees did not care to make  enemies in taking - 
proceedings against parents 
6th Mat 1892 Truancy. — The police this morning shunted several youngsters into school, 
and have served notices on the teachers of the Borough Schools and Catholic Schools, asking 
for the names of those who absent themselves from school 
10th May 1892 School Committee.— At the meeting of the School Committee, held last 
night, tenders were accepted as follows :— Fuel, Mr. Gosling ; cleaning schools, Mrs. 
Scollard ; nightwork and cleaning chimneys, Mr. J. Wooster. A plan of supervision during the 
play hours was laid on the table and approved, and a letter was received from the police 
asking for the names of those who play truant. It was resolved to ask the police to pay 
particular attention to those children who never go to school at all.  
After some formal business the meeting adjourned 
4th June 1892 Borough Schools. — In consequence of the sickness prevailing in the borough, 
the Committee last night decided that the midwinter holidays shall commence on Monday 
next June 6th, and last a fortnight 
At the ordinary meeting of the Blenheim School Committee last night, there were present: 
Messrs. Green (chair), Harris, Mead, Tunnicliffe, Purser, Jackson, Cross, and Fisher. With 
respect to the Girls' School, a letter was received from the Inspector, and the Secretary was 
instructed to send the same to the proper quarter, a special meeting to be held on the 14th to 
consider the reply. Mr. Lucas reported an attendance of 360 last month, and asked to be 
allowed to continue the Wednesday afternoon athletic exercises, a request which was granted. 
He further stated that Dr. Cleghorn reported diphtheria as prevalent, and recommended that 
the schools be closed, at ones, and it was resolved that this be done till the 20th, and- longer 
should Dr. Cleghorn think it desirable. After attending to one or two minor matters, and 
passing accounts, the Committee adjourned 
7th June 1892 The Blenheim School Committee wrote - stating that the teachers had been 
asked to attend to the supervision of the pupils at playtime. They had also gone into the girls 
school question 
16th June 1892 School Committee. — A special meeting of the School Committee be held 
this evening for the purpose of considering the explanation sent in by Miss Morgan re 
Inspector's report 



17th June 1892 School Committee.— At the adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee held last evening, there were present Messrs. Griffiths (Chairman), Fisher, 
Jackson, Mead, Tunnicliffe, Cross, and Purser (Secretary). On the recommendation of Dr. 
Cleghorn, it was decided to postpone the opening of the Borough School till the 27th inst. 
Miss Morgan head mistress, wrote respecting the Inspector's unfavorable report upon the 
school in the recent examinations. Several reasons were given for the unsuccessful result, the 
main one being the  fact that boys and girls were examined together for the first time, and this 
rendered the latter very nervous. Irregular attendance and the long hours in which the pupils 
were kept at the examinations had also much to do with the failure. A lengthy discussion 
ensued on the letter, in which the members, while expressing confidence in the scholastic 
attainments of Miss Morgan, thought the discipline should be more rigid. It was resolved: 
That the Committee are of opinion that owing to the new departure of examining the boys 
and girls in the same room, the girls were placed at a disadvantage, and to a certain extent this 
would account for the low percentage of passes. The Committee, however, cannot: overlook 
the favorable reports of Inspector Hodgson for the years 1889 and 1891, but at the same time 
are of the opinion that the discipline of the girls' school falls short of what they would desire." 
The Committee also decided to forward Miss Morgan's explanation to the Board. A few 
accounts were passed for payment, and the Committee adjourned. 
23rd June 1892 Borough Schools. — Owing to the continued prevalence of diphtheria, the 
Borough School Committee have decided to keep the schools closed till Monday July 4th. 
1st July 1892 Borough Schools. — We are glad to learn that sickness among the school 
children is diminishing in town, but it is the intention ' of the Committee to close the schools 
till  the 11th instant, on the advice of Dr. Cleghorn, in order to secure safety from the ' spread 
of disease. 
5th July 1892; BLENHEIM GIRLS' SCHOOL. The local School Committee forwarded a 
letter covering Miss Morgan's explanation, and a resolution to the effect that in their opinion 
the new departure of examining the - boys and girls in the same room placed the girls at a 
disadvantage. The Committee could not overlook the favorable reports given by Mr. Hodson 
in 1889-1890, but agree that the discipline falls short of what they would desire. Miss 
Morgan's letter stated that in her own opinion the girls had been better prepared for that 
examination than any other, and she had expected at, least 80 per cent of passes. A few days 
before the examination, the Inspector told her that to cave time he intended to examine the 
boys and girls together, and when they were brought together they became nervous and 
hardly knew what they were doing or saying. Then the pupils were kept in from 9.30 till 
nearly six, with one hour off, which would be a great strain even on adults. The result was 
that when it came to the reading teat, several of the 6th Standard girls - became quite 
hysterical. Another factor was the irregularity of attendance, which was greater than among 
the boys; washing days etc., being assigned as the cause. As ( to the Inspector's opinion that 
children ) under a master got higher results, Miss Morgan pointed out that in 1888 and 1889 
she had better passes than the boys. In the discussion which followed on the question of 
mixed schools the Inspector said that nearly all over the colony the boys and girls were taught 
together, except in one or three instances, and he believed the effect to be beneficial. — 
Letter received 
22nd July 1892 As girls cannot play football and cricket, and lawn tennis cannot be played all 
the year round, perhaps they may feel inclined to follow the example of the Timaru and 
Temuka girls, where rounder clubs exist in the school and matches are played between them. 
The exercise is healthy, and the game interesting 
30th July 1892 At the School Committee meeting last night there were present Messrs. 
Jackson, Mead, Tunnicliffe, Fisher, Harris and Purser. Mr. Jackson was voted to the chair. 
Messrs. Griffiths and Green were granted leave of absence. It was decided to ask the Board to 



replace Miss Logan, The Secretary reported a credit balance of £23 2s 11d, and after doing 
some detail work, and discussing the Arbor Day question, reference to which appears 
elsewhere, the Committee adjourned. 
2nd August 1892 The Blenheim School Committee asked for an assistant teacher in the place 
of Miss Logan.  The Inspector pointed out that they were not entitled to more than a pupil 
teacher, and one had been selected. 
4th August 1892 Arbor Day. — Seymour Square was to-day the centre of attraction to old and 
young and particularly the latter, who rolled up in numbers to do some tree planting. At ten 
o'clock His Worship the Mayor inaugurated the first Arbor Day observed in Blenheim by 
making a few practical remarks on the value of tree planting, and the advantages of 
beautifying the only public reserve in town. The work then proceeded apace, and at the time 
of our going to press the Square was assuming quite a changed aspect. Messrs. Gillespie and 
Hale superintended the planting, and we believe that most if out all of the trees put in so far 
have been contributed free of cost to the Borough Council. The Schoolchildren carried out 
the planting of Macrocarpa trees at the school grounds, the trench having been previously 
prepared by Mr. Gillespie. Judging by appearances, the trees are being put in too thickly in 
the Square; many of them are large growing varieties, and will soon be too close for proper 
growth 
20th August 1892 A Dangerous Game. — Mr. Tansley showed us yesterday an example of 
the risks boys run in skylarking. One of his boys, while at school, received a knock in the eye 
from a piece of crust thrown at him by another boy. Fortunately the crust landed on the 
eyelid, or otherwise serious damage might result. As it is, the flesh was wounded, and the 
result should be sufficient warning to all concerned as to the danger of hitting another person 
in the eye. 
29th August 1892 BOROUGH SCHOOLS V. AWARUA JUNIORS. In response to a 
challenge issued by the Awarua Juniors the Borough School team went out to Spring Creek 
on Saturday afternoon r and scored an easy victory of 16 points to nil. The visitors were 
hospitably entertained by Messrs. L. Dodson and A. Haywood, and speak in high terms of the 
treatment accorded them. 
6th September 1892 BLENHEIM The recommendation of the Committee that Miss Harris be 
appointed a pupil teacher -was agreed to, but the Board could not see their way to grant the 
request for gravel and a culvert 
22nd Sept 1892 As to Mr. Swansea's amendment it was the logical outcome of the female 
franchise. Women are qualified to sit on Education Boards, on Borough Councils, and on 
School Committees.; -- They are to be provided with the franchise, and in the name of 
common sense we should like to know why the qualification should not extend to that of 
sitting in Parliament. It is clear that the Council mean business with this Bill, and we hope 
they will succeed 
3rd October 1892 The Infant School.— Yesterday when the Visiting Committee called in at 
the Infant School they found that there were present 238 out of 300 on the roll. The 
Committee will probably ere long consider whether some re-arrangement of the schools 
cannot I be made, unless the Board will, as they should, either enlarge it, or build a new 
Infant School. Considering the profit made out of the Borough School, Blenheim is entitled to 
some consideration 
4th October 1892 BLENHEIM. The application of the Committee for gravel granted, ten 
loads being agreed to. The architect was instructed to attend to a leak in the roof of the infant 
school. It was resolved to continue Miss Mary Farmar as a pupil teacher. 
25th Nov 1892 From a return presented to the House on the motion of Mr. Fish relating to 
School Inspectors we extract the following referring to this district: — “There is one 
Inspector of Schools in the Marlborough Education District, who also performs the duties of 



Secretary and Treasurer to the Board of the district. The name of this officer is John Smith, 
who has no scholastic status, as the term is really understood He was educated at King 
Edward the Sixth Grammar School at Marlborough Wiltshire, and upon leaving this 
institution he was placed for two years under the care of the late Dr. Badham, subsequently 
Professor of Greek at the Sydney University. As regards experience in. teaching, he was 
headmaster of the Nelson Town School for eleven years ending in 1874, and had previously 
taught about two year 3 in two country schools under the Nelson Education Board. He left the 
Nelson district upon being chosen (from about fifty applicants) for the position of (first) 
Inspector Secretary under "The Westland Education Act Ordinance, 1874," and this office he 
held until he received his present appointment." 
28th November 1892 Borough Schools. — A pleasing and interesting ceremony took place in 
the senior room of the boys' School yesterday after noon, Punctually at 3 p.m. the IV. V, VI, 
and VII boys were assembled, and Mr. J. B, Green, as Chairman of the School Committee 
presented the certificates to the successful candidates at the recent School of Design 
examination. In addressing the boys Mr. Green gave them some sensible advice, urging the 
successful ones to climb higher, and reminding the unsuccessful ones of King Bruce and the 
Spider. He concluded his remarks by congratulating the parents on their staff of teachers, 
and* urging the boys to be diligent, and to make the most of their school career. He then 
proceeded to distribute the certificates, remarking when finished that they were well worth 
preserving in frames. Lieut- Colonel Baillie, who was present, congratulated the boys on their 
success, and trusted that they would go on with their drawing, for he could assure them from 
experience that a knowledge of drawing was one of the most useful accomplishments a man 
can have. Mr. Lucas thanked the gentlemen for their kind remarks and felt sore that their 
advice would have the desired effect and that next year there would be many more 
competitors for honours.  He concluded by calling on the boys to second his vote of thanks, 
which, needless to remark, was carried in true colonial style. Lieut.-Col. Baillie then 
inspected the cadet corps. After the arms had been examined the company was exercised in 
the manual firing and bayonet exorcises, and pus through all the company movements and 
skirmishing drills. After the parade the inspecting officer congratulated Capt. Lucas on the 
appearance of the arms, and also on the smartness displayed in the various movements, and 
he hoped that the boys would keep up their interest in their drill, and after leaving school 
would join one of the adult companies. 
3rd December 1892 School Holidays. — The School Committee last night fixed the holidays 
as commencing from December 16th, and ending on January 13th. 
3rd December 1892 At the. ordinary monthly meeting last night all the members except Mr.  
Griffiths were present, and he forwarded an apology for his absence. : Mr. Simson asked for 
an increase .in salary in accordance with the Board's scale, arid the letter was referred on. to 
the Education Board. An application from Mr. Lucas to have water laid on to his residence 
was similarly dealt with. The Visiting Committee reported that with the exception of the 
crowded state of the infant school everything was proceeding satisfactorily when they made 
their inspection, and it was resolved to ask the Board to do something to overcome the 
difficulty. With respect to the mixing of boys and girls at the school examinations, the 
Chairman was appointed to interview the Inspector, and point out to him-that in the opinion 
of the Committee the practice was an undesirable one to continue, as it had a prejudicial 
effect on the pupils when answering questions. Messrs. Mead and Jackson were appointed a 
Visiting Committee for the month, and after some conversational discussion as to the 
teaching of phonography (A form of Pitman’s shorthand writing) in the schools, and the 
passing of accounts, the meeting adjourned. 
6th December 1892 The Blenheim Committee wrote, stating that the Infant School needed 
attention, as it was overcrowded. Mr. Smith said the room was ill-ventilated and 



inconvenient, and after discussion it was resolved that the Inspector, with Messrs. Carter and 
Parker, wait on Mr. Lucas and Miss Morgan, and see what arrangements, if any, can be made 
for taking some of the pupils into the large school. The same committee were also instructed 
to report on Mr. Lucas' application for repairs and addition to the residence. - Mr. O. Simson 
applied for an increase in salary to £160, according to the Board's scale 
Mr. Smith said that under the scale he was entitled to £150, as against the £140 he was now 
getting.  
After some discussion .as to the likelihood of the current quarter's attendance, being likely to 
qualify him for £160 on the motion of Mr. Carter the matter was held over till next meeting.  
8th December 1892 Examination. — The Borough School examinations commenced to-day. 
Mr. Smith finds that it would be impossible to hold separate examinations for boys and girls 
under less than ten days, and as there are not available supervisors who can spare five days 
for the other, he has perforce to hold them conjointly. 
19th December 1892 BLENHEIM GIRLS. 
The following are the Girls' School results, which will be of interest to the lassies and the 
parents generally: —  
CLASS VII and VI Harris Annie, Keys Edith, Barnett Rhoda, Elbeck Beatrice, Farmar Clara, 
Girling Millicent, Healy Maggie, Litchfield Alice, McCallum Kate, Nicholson Alison, 
Nosworthy Fanny, Tansley Blanch.  
CLASS V. Healy Annie, Lambert Mabel, Massey Ethel, Marten Flossie, Nosworthy May, 
Watson Lena, Watson Annie.  
CLASS IV. Bush Mabel, Farr Carrie, Goslin Amy, Hyde Blanche, Howard Gertie, Ingmire 
Francis, Lummas Cecilia, Lambert Kathleen, Macey Constance, Markman Isabel, Macalister 
May, Muncaster Grace, Newberry Emily, Purser Lily, Powell Mabel, Powick Lily, Sowman 
Mary, Watson Phoebe.  
CLASS III. Birch Ethel, Berry Jessie, Bothwell Nellie, Brennan Mary, Elbeck Maude, Fraser 
Kate. Coster Alice, Goslin Eva, Hale May, Hegglan Annie, Martin Emma, Malcolm Belle, 
Nicholas Caroline, Patchett Annie, Purser Ethel, Penny Olive, Penny Elsie, Silvius Hilma, 
Taylor Christina, Tunnicliffe Edith, Vercoe Lily.  
CLASS II. Anderson Emily, Brian Mary, Bythell Lucy, Berryman Jessie, Brennan Ann, 
Brennan Ellen, Cross Florrie, Chandler Carrie, Clarkson Vera, Dixon Maude, Dempsey 
Dolly, Foster Eva, Freeth Olive, Girling Florrie, Garnham Mary, Greig Alice, Honnor 
Maggie, Hay Nellie, Ham Emma, Jordan Ada, Logan Mary, Lucas May, Maddock Lottie, 
Muncaster Maud, Macey Nellie, Mitchell Florence, McKenzie Maggie, Morgan Beatrice, 
Marten Lucy, Norgrove Kate, Register Annie, Simmons Gertie, Tunnicliffe Milly, Wiblin 
Minnie, Webb Edith, Wooster Rose. 
19th December 1892 SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS. 
The following are the results of the annual Standard examinations in the Boys' and Infants' 
School as sent in by Inspector Smith today Both schools have evidently done well. We may 
say that where an asterisk occurs the candidate passed with credit: —  
CLASS VII Douglas Graham*, Ewart William*, Fowler George*, Griffiths Norris, Green 
Bertram, Gould John*, Horton Geoffrey, .Horn Leonard, Muncaster Herbert, Powell Victor, 
Silvius Bernard, Stace Henry.  
CLASS VI. Bartlett Ernest, Bythell Frank, Cooke Norman, Carey Cyril*, Dunn Gerald, 
Eckford George*, Freeth Arthur, Fairweather William, Horn Henry, Keys Ben*, Miller 
Ernest*, Parker Charles, Taylor George.  
Class V. Berry Austin, Boyce George, Dunn Maxwell, Dodd Ernest, Eckford Charles, Horton 
Mervyn, Huddlestone Albert, Lambert Frank, Litchfield Sydney, Logan John, Moreland 
Albert, Mead Edward, McMillan John, Nicholas James, O'Callaghan Michael, O'Brien Frank, 
Smith Hildreth, Wanden Arthur, Wooster Joseph, Yarrall Leonard.  



CLASS IV. Attwood George, Bailey Walter, Carey Herbert, Cooke Bernard, Daines Frank 
Douglas Walter, Dempsey Henry, Gilmore Thomas, Girling William, Hay Bertram, Horne 
Herbert, Holdaway Louis, Hale William, Jackson Percy, Lambert William, Leslie James, 
Litchfield Roderick, Lucas Harold, Macey William L , Malcolm William, Mullen Frank, 
McCallum Duncan; Maxted Charles, Millington Charles, Neame Stanley, Patchett Arthur, 
Priddle Augustine, Pye George, Rayner Arthur, Robinson Frank, Register James, Taylor 
John, Walsh Michael, Williams Ernest, Worthington  Harold.  
CLASS III. Brace Leo, Bailey Frank, Booth Eric, Cooks Harold, Green Stanley, Hutcheson 
Fred, Hyde Ernest, Hatton Edward, Keys Fred, Mead George, Patchett Robert, Powell 
Roland, Taylor Henry, Tansley Sam, Simmons Ralph, O'Callaghan Wilfred, Walsh William, 
Walsh Patrick, Witt Charles, Scott Eric, Hay Richard, Priddle Ernest, Griffiths Graham, 
Robinson Harold.  
CLASS 11. Bartlett Arthur, Ball Leonard, Brayshaw Bert. Boyce David, Booth Cecil, Boyce 
William, Barritt Edward, Boundy Gordon, Bulliff Sydney, Boon William, Clouston Lewis, 
Draper Rudolph, Eckford Edward, Ham Edward, Hendra Arthur, Ham Albert, Hatton John, 
Hubbard Ninian, Jellyman William, Leslie Arnot, Lummas Fred, McArtney Robert, Mears 
Harry, Morgan Landon, McAllister Sinclair, Neame Newton, Oben George, O'Neill John, 
O'Neill Patrick, Oben George, Parker Fred, Priddle John, Radd John, Strickland Lionel, 
Stewart Charles, Taylor William, Taylor Richard, Tait John, Webb Reginald, Williams 
Esmond, Wanden Herbert, Warren William, Worthington Charles.  
CLASS I. Boys. — Attwood Ernest, Burns Charles, Bythell Victor, Brayshaw Harry, 
Bothwell David, Collett Claud, Crook Walter, Cheyne Robert, Draper Arthur, Edwards 
Frank, Farr Tulbat, Fryer William, Fraser David, Fissenden Frank, Greig Hunter, Hewitt 
John, Higgs George, Howard Henry, Howard George, Holdaway Walter, Hegglun Edward, 
Jellyman Albert, Lambert Walter, McCallum John, Muncaster Lionel, Newman William, 
Osgood Charles, Pattie Duncan, Page Joseph, Payton William, Radd Herbert, Rollinshaw 
Lovell, Simson Roy, Simmons William, Tait James, Tunnicliffe Fred, Wooster John, Witt 
Albert. 
Girls. — Batty Maud, Bowser Hay, Brewer Daisy, Carter Ethel, Crombie Daisy, Dobb Una, 
Elbeck Eileen, Foster Edith, Freeth Evelyn, Fissenden Annie, Gould Mabel, Hewitt Nita, 
Hillmer Beatrice, Horton Alice, Home Jessica, Hope Susan, Hope Kathleen, Hennessey 
Annie, Healey Agnes, Iremonger Nellie, Kirby Daisy, Litchfield Oliva, Mitchell Maud, 
McKenzie Janet, Macey Winifred, Macalister Itta, Moreland Agnes, Nicholas Florrie, 
O'Brien Agnes, Parser Eileen, Rabbits Louisa, Saul Verne, Smale Marion, Watson Maud, 
Wiblin Lizzie, 
20th December 1892 School Examinations. — The following figures are authentic, coming 
from the Inspector to the Chairman of the School Committee :—  
Boys' School— -Presented 164, passed 135, percentage of passes 82, of failures 8;  
Class subjects : Grammar 34.3, history 62.5, geography 52.5, science and object lessons 47.2, 
total 196.6, percentage 49 ; additional subjects : repetition and recitation 16, drill 16, subject 
matter 17, total 49.  
Standard 7 " very satisfactory."  
Infants' School.— Presented 77, passed 73, class subjects, 40 marks additional subjects 55. 
Inspector's remarks —Considering the overcrowded state of the school, together with the 
irregular attendance, etc. these classes are in a satisfactory condition. The majority of P. 3 
appear quite fit for Standard I.  
Girls' School — presented 163, passed 91, percentage of passes 56, of failures 33. Class 
subjects:— Grammar 44, history 40, geography 51.5, science and object lessons 43.8, total 
179.3, percentage 45. Additional Subjects :— Repetition and recitation 14, singing 10, 
needlework 13, subject, matter 15, total 52. 



In the Boys' School there were only 2 absent, and in the Girls' School 12. Out of 164 in the 
Boys' School 135 got through in pass subjects, and in the girls' oat of 163, 91 passed, and 24 
were either absent or exempted, as against only 5 of the Boys' School. 
 

1893 
1893 382 Blenheim Boys' Lucas John P 

 
Prime Master  £    330.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret 
 

Deputy Female  £    180.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Boys' Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £    160.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Juniors Brown Mary M 
 

Deputy Female  £    100.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Boys' Robinson Herbert  
 

Assistant Master  £       75.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       60.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Girls Brewer Lottie  
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Juniors Wanden Elizabeth 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Boys' Malcolm George 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Juniors Robinson Kate 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Girls Harris Florence  
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Juniors Keys Edith  
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  

1893 382 Blenheim Juniors Harris Annie M 
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  
7th January 1893 At the meeting of the School Committee last night there were present: 
Messrs. Jackson (Chairman), Tunnicliffe, Cross, Harris, and Purser. Leave of absence was 
granted to Messrs. Griffiths, Green, and Mead. It was resolved lo grant the use of the Schools 
for the teachers examinations, commencing on Tuesday next. Miss Mary Farmar having 
completed her pupil teachership and resigned, it was resolved to forward her a testimonial^ 
and to recommend Miss E. Keys for her position. The opening of the Schools was postponed 
till Wednesday, January 18th. Mr. J. B. Green was voted for by the Committee as a member 
of the Education Board, in place of the late Mr. Joseph Ward. After passing accounts the 
Committee adjourned. 
10th January 1893 BLENHEIM. The Inspector reported that the promotions to be made from 
the Infant School to the First Standard (about 90) would relieve for the time being the 
pressure^ the Infant School. It was only at the end of the year that the schools were crowded. 
Mr. Parker said as to the residences it was necessary to have a lean-to as it would give 
protection from the wind. They had raised the pump. It was resolved to accept Brewer and 
Hay's tender of £7 18s for the shed, and leave the supervision to the Committee previously 
appointed. Mr. Carter moved that Mr. Simpson receive an increase of salary according to 
scale from January 1st. — Seconded by Lt.-Col, Baillie and carried. PICTON. An estimate of 
the cost of putting on water to the school and residence was received, vis., £2 7s for the 
residence and £6 10s for both. It was resolved to have the water laid on in accordance with 
the estimate, the Board not being inclined to provide hose for either fire or garden purposes. 
The tanks were ordered to be sent round (o Havelock "by the first chance. 
4th February 1893 At the ordinary meeting of the School Committee last night there were 
present: Messrs. Fisher (in the chair), Cross, Harris, Tunnicliffe, Jackson, and Purser. A credit 
balance of £24 10s 9d was reported by the secretary and treasurer, and accounts of £2 83 
were passed for payment. The Committee's nominees for the Board vacancies were Messrs. 
Carter and Green. Mr. Purser reported that he had, as directed, forwarded a testimonial to 
Miss Mary Farmar. It was resolved to send a letter of condolence to Mrs. Le Bas on the death 
of her husband, who had been janitor of the schools Mr. Purser was instructed to have some 
required work to the hedge attended to, and the meeting then adjourned. 



7th February 1893 Miss Edith Keys was appointed pupil teacher in place of Miss Farmar, who 
has retired. 
8th February 1893 ANNUAL REPORT. 
The following is the annual report on the schools submitted yesterday by Inspector Smith:— 
I have the honour to lay before the Board my second annual report on the Public Schools of 
the District of Marlborough : — 
At the close of the year 1891 there were 43 schools in the district. Four of these were closed 
at, or before, the cad of the year. During the year 1892 five schools have been added to the 
list. Three of these are quite new ones, and two— Endeavour Inlet and Grove — were re-
opened, the latter after some years 1 interval. The number of schools that have been in 
operation during the year is therefore 44. Of these, 2 were closed before the date of the 
examination; 2, recently opened, were not examined; the scholars of two small aided schools 
in the Sounds were prevented by tempestuous weather from attending at Manaroa, the place 
appointed for the examination and two schools — Port Underwood and Oyster Bay — closed 
for the holidays a day or two before the date fixed, and notified several months beforehand, 
for the examination. 
I received notice of this step from the teacher of the Port Underwood school, just in time to 
prevent a fruitless journey, and the reason assigned for it was that the examination would 
interfere with the children’s holidays. 
If the Committee or the teachers had given timely notice of their objection to the date 
appointed, other arrangements could and would have bean made, and I consider that the 
Board and its Inspector have reason to complain of such wanton discourtesy. I am not 
prepared to say who is responsible for this neglect, the Chairman of the Committee, or the 
teacher of the Port Underwood School. Each lays the blame upon the other. 
Leaving out these eight schools (and counting Blenheim as one), there remain 36 schools 
which have been examined, and the results of the examination are given in detail, in the 
tables attached to this report. 
I have arranged the schools this year in the order of their importance, measured by the 
number of teachers employed, and the number of scholars presented for examination. The 
first five have more than two teachers, the next six have two, and all the others one only, 
excepting Okaramio and Havelock Suburban, which have also a sewing mistress. This 
arrangement places in juxtaposition schools working under somewhat similar conditions. 
(Tables are not published in the Express) 
The total number of scholars examined in Standards this year was 1235, or 60 more than 
were examined in 1891. 
The number presented (i.e. the roll number) on the day of Examination was 1991, or eleven 
less than the roll number of schools examined in the previous year. 
The percentage of passes for the whole district for the year under review was 47, being an 
increase of 3 per cent on the results of 1891. The percentage of failures for the same period 
was 20 or 1 percent less than on the previous year. 
Turning to Table 4, which gives the percentages of passes in the seven “pass “subjects, a still 
more satisfactory improvement is revealed. The only subject showing a falling off is Spelling, 
and that only to the extent of two percent. The improvements in the other subjects amount to 
1 per cent on reading, 9 per cent on writing, 13 per cent on arithmetic, 15 per cent on 
grammar and composition, 20 per cent on drawing, and 25 percent on geography. The 
increase of the passes on drawing on a peculiarly gratifying feature of the examination as it 
shows that strenuous efforts- have been made by most of the teachers to meet what by many 
of them is regarded- as a very exorbitant demand upon their time and attention. The action of 
the Board in allowing scholars to be examined by the Wellington School of Art has, I am 
sure, stimulated many teachers to persevere with this — to many — troublesome subject, and 



the opportunity would have been taken advantage of more extensively but for a mistaken idea 
that the scholars would be required to pay the examination fee. Next year I expect many more 
will be presented for examination at Wellington. 
in the class and additional subjects a considerable improvement in also evident in most 
schools, as shown in the combined results and this indicates a laudable effort on the part of 
teachers to carry out the programme of instruction in its entirety, and will perhaps account in 
some instances for a larger percentage of failures in " pass" subjects than has usually been 
recorded. 
The percentage of failures, though more easily understanding of the people," is not reliable as 
an indication of efficiency, as many would imagine. Some remarkable illustrations of this  
occur this year, the most noteworthy perhaps being the case of the Renwick School. In 1891, 
out of 104 children presented on the roll, 52 passed in Standards. In 1892, out of 100 
presented, 55 passed. Yet the percentage of failures for 1891 was 7 ; and for 1892 it is 14! 
There is no doubt that in this instance, and perhaps in most others, the percentage of passes 
shows more nearly the actual condition of the school, for Renwick certainly still maintains 
the excellent reputation it has so long enjoyed. The explanation of this apparent anomaly is, 
that last year the scholars outside the Standards (Standard 7 and P.) were 43 percent of the 
roll number, while this year they were only 34 per cent. The remarks under clause 10 of the 
“Regulations for the Inspection of Schools," are well exemplified by the above, and 
somewhat similar cases in this district. 
Of the 38 schools examined 17 show above 25 per cent of failure. Three of these, Okaramio, 
Spring Creek, and Wairau Valley, had not long been in charge of their present teacher, and 
the results show a marked improvement on the past, with every promise of a satisfactory 
performance in the future. Nydia Bay was experimented on by two teachers during the year, 
neither of whom was successful. In the cases of the Tua Marina, Fairhall, and Havelock 
Suburban Schools, the past record of their teachers'^ work, and my own knowledge of the 
admirable manner in which they are conducted justify me in believing that the falling off is 
only temporary, and 3 due to circumstances outside the control of the teacher. The fact of 
having so unusually low a percentage of passes will be a sufficient motive for a vigorous 
effort to replace these schools on their accustomed footing. As regard the Blenheim Girls', 
Springlands, Canvastown, Birchwood, and Waikakaho Schools, something more is evidently 
required. 
Under clause of the new regulations the Inspector is required to report on the number of 
scholars above 8 years of age who are not presented in Standard I. I find the total number of 
such scholars to be 161. I do not know how it may be in other districts, all this information 
has never been supplied before, but it seems to me that the number is enormously out of 
proportion to the total roll number. It amounts to 8 per cent of the roll number, and 24 per 
cent of the whole of the Preparatory classes in the district. The reasons assigned for their 
presence in Class P. were: unfit for Standard 1. 50, irregular attendance 28, late admission 29, 
and various other causes 54. Blenheim junior School contributes 67 to the total, the reason 
unfit for Standard I. is somewhat vague, and next year I shall require some more definite 
explanations. Amongst the “other reasons" were " weak intellect", " truant playing", " weak 
eyesight", and with these are included some for whom no reason was assigned. In all the 
Standards this year, with the exception of the 6th, I adopted the method of marking the results 
in each subject, followed by my predecessor, i.e., by P or F only, instead of by marks as I 
have hitherto done, and this will in some measure account for the apparently inferior results 
obtained but some of the larger schools. Spelling, drawing, and arithmetic are the subjects 
which caused most of the failures. 
I have much pleasure in referring to the very excellent work that is done at some of the small 
aided schools in this district. Having an intense objection to the' modern practice of 



smothering with fulsome praise anyone who simply does his duty, I refrain from mentioning 
names, but there are some teachers in out-of-the-way places whose work would stand 
comparison with that of many holding far more important positions. 70 of these little schools 
passed all their scholars in every subject, besides Riving a good account of themselves in the 
class and additional subjects ; and at several others the results were little inferior to the three 
alluded to. Those who are curious on the subject, by a scrutiny of the tables appended to this 
report, can “ferret “out the names of the parties referred to. 
Irregularity of Attendance.  I have already referred to this subject in the case of the Blenheim 
Girls' School, but though the evil exists there in a very aggravated form, it is more or less 
concerned with the shortcomings of the district generally. Leaving out the preparatory 
classes, where the irregularity is even more prevalent than in the Standard classes, I find that 
eleven per cent of the scholars examined have attended less than half time, but, as before 
observed, this does not give a true idea of the waste of teaching power involved. By the 
Government Regulations a child needs to attend only one half of the three quarters 
immediately preceding the examination. Now even if we allow that he attended the whole of 
the first quarter of the year, he still is supposed to accomplish the work of the whole year in 
£of a year. But as a matter of fact the first quarter after an examination is usually marked by a 
very irregular attendance. I have reason to suspect that this is not unfrequently the result of a 
general relaxation of work for which the teacher and the parents are equally responsible. I 
believe that at some schools the regular and systematic progress of the school work does not 
commence directly after the examination, but is postponed from day to day or from week to 
week because of the bad attendance which sometimes prevails immediately after the 
holidays, (or the examination), and, this becoming a kind of tradition of the school, 
perpetuates and aggravates the very evil which in made the excuse for this waste of time. 
Such a course of action is moreover most unjust to those who do attend regularly during the 
first quarter, since they as well as the absentees have to make up for lost time by working 
more or less at " high pressure" during the latter part of the year, when the examination is app 
If the disturbing and retarding force of irregular attendance throughout the colony for the 
same complaint comes from all parts of it could be accurately gauged I believe it would be 
found that fully one half of all the teaching power in the primary schools is literally thrown 
away. It is to be hoped therefore that the present so-called compulsory clauses o£ the Act will 
be amended in such a way as to reader them something more than a mere bugbear, and in 
addition a regulation should be added & similar to one formerly in force at Nelson and 
Westland, forbidding admission to the examination to those who failed to attend, say, 300 
half-days between any two annual examinations. An additional incentive to regularity might 
be found by fixing a high minimum of attendance as a condition of admission to a scholarship 
examination, and perhaps some improvement might be effected by the adoption of some form 
of certificate "of attendance, more attractive in appearance, and better worth gaining and 
keeping than the shabby square of printed pasteboard which at present is provided, but 
seldom claimed, as a reward for regularity. The scale of payment to teachers adopted by the 
Board some time back, but as yet only very partially applied, is calculated to give head 
teachers and assistants an additional motive for doing their best to secure regularity of 
attendance, as under that scale every addition to the average attendance adds to the teachers' 
salaries, and vice versa. | I am, therefore, inclined to recommend the immediate application of 
the scale in all cases, but with a re-adjustment of the capitation in order to guard against loss 
to old and deserving servants of the Beard. Conclusion. — The conclusions I have arrived at 
as to the condition of the primary schools in this district may be thus summarised: — (1.) 
That most of the larger schools, notwithstanding a somewhat larger number of failures in 
some of them this year, are in a very satisfactory condition. (2.) That a few others, though this 
year’s harvest was not as good as former ones, may be regarded as having had, what every 



occupation and pursuit is liable to, a period of depression from which no doubt they will 
emerge with their wonted success at the next examination. (3) That in those schools that have 
changed hands since the last examination, a most urgently needed improvement has set in, 
which will, I believe, be more manifest next year. (4) That at the schools referred to in the 
confidential portion of this report, some radical alteration is necessary. (5) That in a few 
others improvement is desirable, and will be looked for at the next examination. (6) That a 
few of the aided schools did very badly, chiefly owing to changes of teachers, (7) That some 
of the small aided schools are doing most satisfactory work. (8) And, lastly that, taking the 
district as a whole, the general results of the examination show a decided improvement upon 
those of last year. 
23rd February 1893 Teachers' Exams- — The following is the result of the teachers' 
examinations for the Marlborough district. Passed: Class D. — Harry Jerome Howard, 
Picton; Mary Jessie Matthews, Havelock; Emily Helen Millington, Blenheim; Edith Adeline 
Stratford, Blenheim. 
1st April School Committee. — At the monthly meeting on Thursday evening all the 
members with the exception of Mr. Griffiths, who had to go to the Nelson encampment and 
sent an apology were present. The resignation of Mrs. La Bas as caretaker was received, the 
letter stating that she would continue to .act till a successor was appointed, This being the last 
meeting of the present Committee after passing accounts due amounting to £5 10s  6d  
Mr. Purser stated there would be a credit balance of £27 8s 93 on the year's work, and several 
members expressed satisfaction at this result, and as a reward for the work he had done, Mr. 
Purser was voted £0 03 on the motion of the Chairman. Mr. Purser's proposal that cash prizes 
of £1 and 10s be given for the best and second best attendants at the Girls School for the year 
was lost, on the ground that at their lent meeting such a motion should not be passed, but it 
was agreed that Miss Morgan deserved assistance in the matter of irregular attendance. After 
considering the draft report which is to be presented to the householders, the Committee 
adjourned 
8th April 1893 Miss Mary Farmar, formerly of the Blenheim School and latterly of Petone, 
has been appointed first assistant of the Manakau School on the Manawatu line. The 
appointment of Mr. Andrew Burns (formerly of Blenheim), as first assistant of the Lower 
Hutt School, has been approved of by the School Committee. 
29th April 1893 At the Committee meeting last night all the members were present, Mr. Green 
in the chair. The first I business was the selection of custodian, and from a dozen of 
candidates they were reduced to two, and in the end Mr. T. Robinson was elected by a 
majority. An account of £4 was passed to Mrs. Le Bas. The Inspector's confidential report 
was read in Committee. On resuming the Committee the matter of truancy was gone into. The 
Chairman said the police had done all they could when asked to attend to absentees. The 
parents always send in excuses when the children come back after absence. As to putting the 
Girl's School under the Head Master the Committee were unanimous against any alteration. 
The Chairman and Secretary and Mr. Wilkinson were appointed to wait on the Board with 
reference to the absentee question. Mr. Purser gave notice to move: — “That in order to 
better gauge the knowledge of the pupils all examinations should be of a surprise nature, no 
notice being given to the teachers as to the date such examinations would be held." Miss 
Morgan reported 140 attendances out of a roll number of 192, and enclosed a list of very 
irregular attendants. It was resolved to give the police a list of some of the worst, and 
ascertain the cause. As to the Visiting Committee, a discussion took place aa to whether they 
should be appointed for monthly, bi-monthly, or quarterly periods, and the latter was agreed 
to, three members being appointed, Messrs. Wilkinson, Cross and Harris as the first 
Committee. Mr. Jackson was re-elected Treasurer for the year, and the Chairman and 



Treasurer authorised to sign cheques. There being no further business the Committee 
adjourned. 
2nd May 1893 Blenheim Schools Committee waited upon the Board today re the Inspector's 
Confidential Report on the Girls' School. Mr. Green said that the matter resolved itself under 
two headings. First, the suggestion of putting the girls' school under the control of the Head 
Master. He said that the Committee were unanimously opposed to such change, and, in fact, 
had been elected by the householders on that ticket, they having expressed a strong feeling at 
the general meeting that the sexes should not be mixed ; and second re the very irregular 
attendance of the girls and truancy. He said that this subject had engrossed the attention of the 
Committee to a large extent. The difficulty experienced was with those who only partially 
attended, and while they were making strong efforts to get a better attendance they looked for 
better support from parents, feeling sure that with a more regular attendance a much 
improved position would result. Mr. Green paid a high need of praise to Sergt.-Major Scanlan 
for the  good services he had rendered in rounding up delinquents, and stated that he was still 
on the war path. After going fully into matters generally, in which Mr. Purser joined, the 
deputation thanked the Board and retired. 
3rd May 1893 After reading the minutes of last meeting, deputations were received from 
Springlands and Blenheim Committees. The first mentioned wanted a paling fence in front of 
the school, but the architect reported against it. The representatives of the Blenheim School 
Committee (Messrs. Purser and Green) pointed out the disadvantages Miss Morgan was 
laboring under in the matter of irregular attendance. Mr. Green particularly mentioned the 
matter of the qualification of the assistants, and asked that the Inspector should give an 
opinion. As to mixing the sexes at school, the present Committee were elected on the very 
lines of keeping things as they are. The Board promised to look into matters, and also agreed 
to give the Blenheim Committee 20 loads of gravel. 
6th May 1893 Mr. A, N. Burns, lately appointed first assistant teacher at the Hutt School, was, 
on Wednesday, at a concert given in his honor, presented with a silver hunting  watch, 
suitably inscribed, by the residents of Wainui-o-mata, at which place he has for the last two 
and a half years acted as school teacher. Mr. R. Dick, Chairman of the School Committee, 
made the presentation, and with Messrs.  I. Wakeham and James Wood spoke eulogistically 
of Mr. Burns' services. The recipient replied in suitable terms. 
27th May 1893 Blenheim School Committee. — At the meeting last night there were present 
all but Mr. Harris, who, through illness, was unfortunately absent. After the minutes of the 
previous meeting had been confirmed, the inward and outward correspondence was read, the 
latter being approved of. the Secretary reported that, in accord with the wishes of the 
Committee expressed at the last meeting, he had placed the matter of absentees in the hands 
of the police, and they had done all that was possible as far as they were concerned. Mr. 
Lucas reported that the roll number for the boy’s school was 190, and the average attendance 
for the month 163; and for the infants, 277 on the roll, with an average of 209. Miss Morgan 
reported 191 on the roll, and 144 of an average; she also sent in the names of several who had 
been absent from school, and it was resolved that their names, after the ages had been 
ascertained, should be given to the police. In accordance with a notice of motion, Mr. Purser 
moved that the Inspector be requested to hold surprise inspections, as the present system did 
not give a reflex of the knowledge of the pupils. In speaking to the motion  
Mr. Purser spoke of the cramming that was going on under the present system, to which 
parents were very much disinclined. They did not care whether their children had 90 per cent 
or 70. Parents did not attach the same value to these percentages as Inspectors. He would like 
to see the Blenheim schools the first examined in the district  



Mr. Wilkinson seconded the motion pro forma and in doing so differed in almost every 
degree especially pointing out that it would be very unfair to the Blenheim schools to be 
examined at a lesser interval than country schools.  
Mr. Tunnicliffe having spoken against the motion, and Mr. Green having opposed it on the 
ground that the Inspector was the servant of the Board. Mr. Purser replied and the motion was 
declared lost. The question of midwinter holidays was next discussed when it was resolved to 
grant two weeks, the date to be left to the head master and head mistress, with whom the 
Chairman and Secretary are to confer. On behalf of the Visiting Committee Messrs.  
Wilkinson and Cross reported that they had visited the schools with Mr. Harris The 
attendance was not what might have been wished, but with the general surroundings of the 
school they were on the whole satisfied. It was resolved that the custodian be instructed that 
dusters as well as towels are included in the washing contract, and on the motion of Mr. 
Wilkinson it was decided that the approach to the Girls' School, where in wet weather a pool 
of water exists, shall be filled in at the expense of the Committee, and not of the Board. After 
passing a few accounts the Committee adjourned. 
6th June 1893 The usual grants from the Department were acknowledged. The Department 
asked for particulars of the Building Fund, and the Board's requirements. The Inspector read 
a list as follows: —Infants' School, Blenheim, £600; side school, Redwoodtown, £150; 
The Inspector reported in the Waikakaho, satisfactory; Tua Marina, the head teacher had been 
absent all the week, and the assistant teacher was in control (copy to be sent to the School 
Committee, and a special report asked for); Marshlands, satisfactory; Blenheim Juniors, 
(satisfactory, but building unsuitable, and supply of drinking water unsatisfactory all round); 
Blenheim Boys', (instruction good in upper class, all clocks either stopped, or out of order. 
Head master, and one of assistant teachers absent with leave); Blenheim Girls', (organisation 
good, but faulty methods in lower classes pointed out, all clocks out of order) 
19th June 1893 Midwinter Holidays. — The Blenheim School Committee notify that the 
midwinter holidays commence from to-day, in place of the 26th and last till Monday July 3rd, 
when duties will be resumed. 
1st July 1893 School Committee. —At the ordinary meeting last night, there were present 
Messrs. Green (chair), Jackson, Purser, Wilkinson, Harris, Fisher, and Booth, A letter was 
received from Mr. J. P. Lucas, stating that Miss Tansley desired to resign her position as 
pupil teacher in the Infants' School, in order to go to her parents, and she asked leave to retire 
at the end of June. He asked the Committee to agree to this, and to recommend to the Board 
the appointment of Miss A. Harris; both of which were done. Mr. Lucas also wrote calling 
attention to the fact that Mr. Stratford's term expired at the end of July, and asking that it be 
recommended to the Board that he be allowed to remain on at the same salary till the end of 
the year. — Agreed to. The resignation of Mr. P. Cross was received with regret, and as his 
successor Mr. C. Bryan was elected, on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. 
Jackson. The interim reports of the Inspector on the Borough Schools ware read, and it was 
resolved, in consequence of some remarks therein contained as to the need of a farther water 
supply, that a deputation consisting of Messrs. Green and Jackson wait on the Board, and ask 
that a separate well be sunk for the Girls' School. The Secretary reported a balance of £31 53 
9d, which after paying current accounts then passed would leave a balance of £12 19s. A 
complaint was laid before the Committee by Mr. Tunnicliffe, to whom a parent had 
complained of the severe punishment by one of the pupil teachers, with the result that the 
child had been laid up since. It was resolved to procure the charge in writing accompanied by 
a medical certificate, and forward copies to the head teacher, after which an enquiry will be 
held by the Visiting Committee. After appointing Mr. Jackson to fill Mr. Cross' place in the 
latter, and after discussing a few matters the' Committee adjourned 



4th July 1893 Mr. Purser on behalf of the Blenheim School Committee waited on the Board 
with respect to the necessity of a better water supply for the Girl's School. The Committee 
desired to have a separate well sunk, and proper drinking appliances provided. He also drew 
attention to the necessity for better accommodation in the Infants' School. The building was 
ill-ventilated and quite out of proportion to the attendance. The water pipes in the main 
building at the eastern and needed attention. Messrs. Carter, Hutchison, and Parker, were 
appointed a Committee to visit the schools aa to the water supply with power to act. The 
application that Mr. Stratford be allowed to continue to the end of the year at the same salary 
was agreed to. Miss Tansley's resignation was accepted, and Miss Harris' appointment 
confirmed GROVETOWN . The Committee asked that the school be enlarged, as there were 
129 children attending it. The Inspector said that a number of children were going to it from 
other districts. The building was large enough for its own district, but the schools were too 
close, and wherever parents had a piece of petty spite or spleen they shifted their children to 
other schools. He cited several cases that had come under his own notice. Mr. Parker did not 
know that this was altogether the case in this instance ; but at the Blenheim schools there 
were some very ] rough boys, while at Grovetown the boys seemed of 8 better class, and the 
pupils seemed ta set on better than in Blenheim. The teacher also seemed more genial and 
popular. The Inspector said he certainly took a great interest in the children, but that was no 
reason for the Board going to extra expense when there was accommodation at Blenheim and 
Spring Creek. Matter held over 
14th July 1893 The Schools.— The- Visiting Committee and the Secretary of the School 
Committee have visited the Borough Schools, and find the attendance very bad, though the 
teachers cannot cay that measles are to any great extent responsible for the absentees. 
29th July 1893 . Cadet Corps. — Colonel Fox's return shows the strength of Cadet corps in 
Marlborough to be as follows : — Blenheim Borough School 58, Tua Marina School 31. The 
grants to each for the year ended 31st March, 1892, was Blenheim £20, and Tua Marina £5. 
5th August 1893 Truancy.— A conference comprised of Chairmen of School Committee, 
head teachers, and delegates appointed by School Committees, is to be held at the Blenheim 
Borough Schools on the 19th inst. The special business for consideration will be the truancy 
clauses  of the new Act. The conference is convened by the Blenheim School Committee 
9th August 1893 The Borough Schools reopen to-morrow. The bell rang this morning, but as 
the scholars had not previously been notified that the schools would reopen to-day, only one 
boy was in attendance. This youngster had been kept in doors with measles for two or three 
weeks, and was only too glad for an excuse to get away from home— even to school — for a 
change 
12th August 1893 We learn that the annual examination of our Borough Schools is to be held 
on the 27th November. Owing to floods and measles little work has been done during the last 
ten weeks, and as the examination is to be held a month earlier than usual, parents would 
greatly assist the teachers by seeing that their children attend regularly up to the data above 
mentioned. This is the least that can be expected of them under the circumstances 
29th August 1893 The usual monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held 
last evening, there being present : Messrs. J. B. Green (Chairman), Fisher, Ryan, Jackson, 
Booth, Tunnicliffe, and Harris. The Head-master's return showed the number of children on 
the roll to be 459, and the average daily attendance 191 ; Misa Morgan stated her roll number 
was 172, average daily attendance 71. Mr.  Lucas wrote stating that a vacancy for a pupil 
teacher would arise at the end of the year, and that he had received applications from Misses 
Cribb, Farmar, and Barnett f >r the position. He proposed that they should be  appointed as 
probationers, and special facilities be allowed them for studying under his supervision. The 
request was granted. Messrs.  Ryan, Booth, and Tunnicliffe were appointed a Visiting 
Committee for a term of two months. The arrangements in connection with an examination in 



technical drawing were left to the Secretary. The question of home lessons was brought up 
and discussed, but the Committee generally thought that within reasonable limits home 
lessons were desirable. Accounts to the amount of £9 were passed, and the Committee 
adjourned. 
30th August 1893 A correspondent (" Reasonable Limits") writes :— ln your local to-night, re 
School Committee, you say, " but the Committee generally thought that within reasonable 
limits home lessons ; were desirable." My girl to-night has as well as other work, seven sums 
of which this is an example " If 780 men on full rations eat 91 qrs. of wheat in 49 days, how 
many men on half rations will eat 69 grams in 9 days." This may be simple enough to you 
and me, but it would be a bit of fun to give the same arithmetic paper to the members of the  
Education Board, and Committee also — no cribbing or assistance from the Inspector— and 
keep them on no rations at , all, until they returned correct answers to the seven sums. 
Perhaps then they would say distinctly what they mean by reasonable limits 
1st September 1893 Mr. R. E. Dowling, master of the Charleston School, has received an 
appointment at New Plymouth as let assistant master at the Central School. (Married Mary 
Bary ex teacher at Blenheim) 
2nd September 1893 From the Blenheim Committee respecting the payment of capitation on 
the basis of last quarter's average. — Resolved: That the letter be considered when the next 
quarterly returns are received, and that the Secretary write a letter of explanation to the 
Committee. From the Head Teacher, Blenheim School, respecting drainage of garden. — 
Resolved : That the matter be left in the hands of Messrs. Carter and Parker to deal with if 
they may deem it necessary. 
30th September 1893 At the usual monthly meeting of the Town School Committee , there 
were present Messrs. J. B. Green (Chairman), Ryan, Tunnicliffe, Jackson , Harris, and Purser 
{Secretary). The resignation of Mr. Jas. Wilkinson as a member of the Committee was 
received and accepted ; and Mr. Joseph Taylor, a candidate at the householders' meeting, was 
appointed to fill the vacancy. The Secretary reported upon the recent drawing examinations. 
A great many candidates presented themselves, and he, as supervisor, thought the work done 
exceedingly meritorious The Visiting Committee (Messrs. Ryan and Tunnicliffe) reported 
satisfactorily of the school attendance. The work performed by the janitor, however, was very 
slovenly done. The schools were in a most unclean state, and the matter required immediate 
attention. The Secretary was instructed to see to the matter, and also make arrangements to 
have the clocks regularly attended to. 
4th November 1893 Truancy. — At the meeting of the Blenheim School Committee last 
night, it was decided that several parents who persistently neglect to send their children to 
school regularly should be brought before the S.M. It is to be regretted that in many oases the 
children cannot be punished instead of the parents, but the Committee would be wanting in 
their duty to the public if they further allowed a section of the community to grow up in 
ignorance. 
The Blenheim Borough School Committee held their usual monthly meeting last night, 
Messrs. Harris (in the chair), Taylor, Fisher, Booth, Jackson, Tunnicliffe, and Purser being 
present. The attendance report showed the average in the Head Master's department to have 
been 367, roll number 446 ; and in the girls' school 127, roll number 157. With regard to the 
absence of a suitable recreation ground for the use of the scholars, to which attention was 
drawn by Mr. Lucas, the Committee decided they could do nothing at present. Sundry 
accounts were passed for payment, and the Committee adjourned. Social, — All the 
arrangements in connection with the promenade concert were made. 
23rd November 1893 Mr. Inspector Smith commenced the examination of the Blenheim 
Schools to-day. He takes the Girls' first, the Boys' School on Monday, and the Infant 
Department at the end of next week 



2nd December 1893 School Committee. — There was not a quorum of members present last 
evening, and the meeting of the Blenheim School ; Committee will now be held on Friday 
nest 
9th December 1893 At the adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School Committee, held last 
night, there were present Messrs. Fisher, Harris, Tunnicliffe, and Purser. It was decided to 
send a congratulatory letter to the teachers of the Borough Schools on the satisfactory results 
of the recent examinations. It was resolved that the schools should be closed for the 
Christmas holidays on the 15th instant, reopening on the 15th January next 
The entertainment to be given next week by the Borough School pupils will far excel any of 
their previous undertakings of the kind, and pleasant recollections of former performances yet 
remain. The programme is a varied one, comprising a cantata, entitled " The Life of the 
Cowboys, or adventures on the Western Plains." The piece introduces realistic scenes and 
incidents. Bands of Indians and Cowboys in native garb and equipment play an important 
part, and a stirring scene is presented by an Indian attack on an immigrant train. Physical drill 
by the boys, interspersed with numerous vocal items, fill the remainder of the bill. 

1894 
1894 485 Blenheim Boys' Sturrock David A 

 
Prime Master  £    292.10  

1894 485 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret 
 

Deputy Female  £    180.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Boys' Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £    160.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Juniors Brown Mary M 
 

Deputy Female  £    120.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Boys' Robinson Herbert  
 

Assistant Master  £       90.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       85.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Girls Brewer Lottie  
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Juniors Wanden Elizabeth 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Boys' Malcolm George 
 

Male Probationer  £       30.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Juniors Robinson Kate 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Juniors Keys Edith  
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Juniors Harris Annie M 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Girls Harris Florence  
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  

1894 485 Blenheim Juniors Cribb Grace 
 

Female Probationer  £       12.00  
9th January 1894 meeting of the Borough School Committee was held last night at the 
schoolroom, when there were present: Messrs. H. L. Jackson (in the chair), Joseph Taylor, 
Harris, Booth, Tunnicliffe, and Purser (Secretary). HIGH SCHOOL SCHEME. The Secretary 
submitted a scheme, drawn up by Mr. Lucas and himself, to establish a District High School 
in which the higher branches of learning would be taught. A special teacher could be obtained 
for £200 per annum, and it was proposed that the High School pupillage fee be fixed at £5 a 
year. The fees from 30 pupils, together with subsidy from the Board, would pay the teacher’s 
salary, and it was therefore absolutely necessary that a number of 30 pupils be guaranteed. 
French, Latin, Euclid, and Algebra would be taught. In answer to questions, the Secretary 
said that Mr. Lucas would still be Head Master of the high as well as the primary schools. 
Mr. Lucas would probably spend some of his time in the High School, and the special teacher 
would no doubt help Mr. Lucas in the primary school, and thus a mutual advantage would be 
gained. There would be ample room on the premises for the necessities of the High School. 
The question as to whether the sexes would be taught together had not been considered. Mr. 
Harris said he would like to see shorthand included in the curriculum, as he considered it of 
more importance now-a--days than Latin. It was pointed out that a specialist would be 
required. The Chairman thought a knowledge of Latin was necessary to a proper education in 
our language, since the latter was based on the Latin tongue. The subject of advertising the 



scheme was then discussed. The Chairman said that, for himself, he would support the 
scheme and advertise it. Mr. Taylor remarked that he would be in favor of the scheme if the 
primary schools would not suffer. After some discussion it was resolved that a moderate sum 
be expended in advertising the scheme. INCREASE OF SALARY. A letter was received 
from Miss Linton asking for an increase of salary. She pointed out that she had been on the 
teaching staff for 9 years and that instead of receiving £65, according to the regulations she 
was entitled to £85 per annum. Miss Morgan wrote asking that Miss Linton's application be 
considered favourably. It was proposed by Mr. Purser, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried, 
that the application be sent on to the Board with a request for favourable consideration. 
A District High School was where a secondary department was attached to the primary 
school and a teacher or teachers appointed, The Head Teacher was a primary trained 
teacher. After the 1960’s these schools were called Area Schools such as the Rai Valley 
School. 
EXTENSION Of HOLIDAYS. Mr. Lucas wrote asking that, as Messrs. Simson and 
Robinson were at present engaged in their D examinations, and Miss Stratford in the E, and 
as there were other unfavourable circumstances, that the schools be not reopened until the 
22nd of January, instead of the 15th, As previously decided upon. — Request granted.  
PUPIL TEACHERS. Applications were considered from the Misses B. Barnett, O. Farmar, 
and G. Cribb for the vacancy caused by the expiry of Mr. Stratford's term of pupil 
teachership. Mr. Lucas wrote saying that he had no particular choice of the above 
probationers, and asking that Mr. Stratford be kept on the staff for three months longer. It was 
ultimately resolved to recommend Miss Cribb to the Board for the vacancy, and also to refer 
Mr. Lucas' request to the Board.  
SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS, The report of the examination of the schools was handed in; 
great satisfaction was expressed at the results.  
NOMINATIONS. Messrs. H. L. Jackson and T. Horton were nominated as members of the 
Education Board, and Messrs. Jackson, Harris, and Booth were appointed as visitors for the 
next three months. A small account was passed for payment, and the Committee rose. 
TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL. THE Blenheim School 
Committee are desirous of establishing a District High School, and solicit a response as to the 
amount of support such an opportunity for secondary It is estimated that before the education 
is likely to receive. Committee could enter into such an expenditure as the higher subjects 
viz.., French, Latin, Euclid, and Algebra would entail, it would be necessary to have a 
guaranteed support of thirty pupils at £5 each per annum, paid in advance; and the Committee 
respectfully solicit a reply, addressed to the Secretary on or before January 22nd 1894 when, 
if sufficient support is guaranteed, steps will be taken to open the school immediately. E. 
PURSER, Hon Secretary. 
10th January 1894 BLENHEIM. A letter was received from the Borough School Committee 
recommending that Mr. Stratford, whose term of pupil teacher ship has just expired, be 
retained on the staff for three months.— Request granted. Miss Linton wrote applying for an 
increase in salary, and her application was recommended by the School Committee. Resolved 
to pay her according to regulations. A recommendation from the Committee as to the 
appointment of Miss Gribb as pupil teacher in the place of Mr. Stratford was considered and 
confirmed 
10th January 1894 BUILDING FOND. A discussion took place on the allotment of the 
building fund (£1000) for the ensuing year. An opinion was generally expressed that the work 
most required at present was as infant school at Blenheim, and it was finally resolved that the 
Inspector be instructed to prepare plans and specifications for a building which would 
accommodate 250 children. It was also pointed out that the Grovetown school required 
enlarging, and further instructions were given to obtain plane and specifications for that 



purpose. A suggestion was made to the effect that parts of the present infant school could be 
utilised for that purpose, and the Inspector will also consider that in his report. 
13th February 1894 Plans and specifications of the new infant school were enclosed from the 
architect. The total cost be estimated would be £800; the present building was worth about 
£40 to £60, and he thought that it would not be advisable to use the old building for an infant 
school at Grovetown. It was resolved to leave the matter till there was a fuller meeting of the 
Board 
2nd February 1894 A High School.— It is a great pity that the proposal to establish a District 
High School did not meet with a more decided expression of approval on the part of the 
public That a district like Marlborough should not possess a public institution where higher 
education may be obtained is almost anomalous, and the fact does not redound much to the 
credit of the many cultured parents in our midst. That the project does meet with general 
approval there om be no doubt, and the vague manner in which it was .received and allowed 
to drop can only be accounted  for by saying that each parent relied too much on the rest of 
the parents, expecting that the scheme would be established, and then intending to give their 
own particular support. It was a wise act on the part of the Committee to vote Messrs. Horton, 
Jackson and Duncan to the vacancies on the Education Board, and the trio will undoubtedly 
do all that can be done for the educational interest' of the district. The former two gentlemen 
greatly favor the establishment of a District High School, and in their solicitations to the 
Committee for its vote they also pledged themselves to use every endeavor to obtain from the 
Government some of the reserves which are now reverting to the Crown for educational 
purposes. No difficulty is anticipated in the institution of a high school if a reserve can be 
obtained, and it is to be hoped that at no distant date the scheme which has just been allowed 
to drop will be successfully inaugurated, 
20th February 1894 Just for Interest. Blenheim School Committee supported the baths.  
WATER CARNIVAL. 
OPENING OF BLENHEIM BATHS, 
 ON WEDNESDAY, 21st FEBRUARY, at 
DODSON & CO'S GROUNDS.  
OFFICERS : Judge: Dr Cleghorn; Starter, J. Snodgrass ; Handicapper, F. H. Dodd ; 
Timekeeper, A Rayner; Couse Committee, F. W. Dodson, L. Dodson, and C. Rodgers. 
PROGRAMME.  
1  GRAND PLUNGE by the Committee and friends.  
2 CHAMPION RACE for Boys under 16. Entrance 6d.  
3 LONG DIVE. Entrance Is.  
4 CHAMPION RACE, 200 yards. Entrance Is.  
5 SEARCH DIVE. Entrance Is.  
6 LADIES' RACE, 40 yards. Entrance free.  
7 HANDICAP BOYS' RACE, 50 yards, under 12 years of age. Entrance 6d.  
8 NEAT HEADER. Entrance Is.  
9 CASK RACE. Entrance free.  
10 GIRLS' RAGE, under 14 years of age. Distance 80 yards. Entrance free.  
11 HANDICAP BOYS' RACE, under 16 years. Distance 100 yards. Entrance 6d.  
12 HANDICAP RAGE, 100 yards. Entrance Is.  
13 GREASY POLE. Entrance free.  
ENTRIES ON THE GROUND. Valuable trophies will be given as first and second prizes. 
Tea and other refreshments provided at a small charge. Competitors are requested to wear 
knickerbockers and jersey or correct bathing costume. E. POWELL, Hon Secretary 
7th March 1894 Messrs. Parser and Jackson, representing the Blenheim School Committee, 
suggested that the services of Mr. Stratford as teacher be retained, owing to the ill-health of 



Mr. Lucas. At the same time it was wished that Miss Gribb's  appointment as pupil teacher be 
not delayed. It was pointed out  that Mr. Stratford was applying for a position in some 
country school, and the retention might not be to his interests. The deputation was informed 
that the matter would be considered when the applications had been opened. 
3rd April 1894 Tenders were opened to-day by the Education Board for the following works 
:— erection of an infant school at Blenheim : J. Wemyss & Ce., £645 ; John Fawcett, £688; 
T. Dunkley, £625 (accepted); E Bythell, £635; R. Dixon, £600. 
3rd April 1894 Miss Cribb has been appointed a pupil Teacher in the Blenheim Borough 
Schools, vice Mr. H. Stratford, who has received an appointment at Deep Greek 
A Janitor's Dwelling,— ln a letter to the Education Board to-day, the Blenheim School 
Committee recommended that a portion of the old infant school be utilized for the creation on 
the grounds of a dwelling for the janitor, It was, in this event, hoped to insure a more 
satisfactory state of things in the caretaking and cleaning of the school. The Board appointed 
the Secretary (Mr. Smith), Messrs. Redwood, Parker, and Carter, and the architect a 
committee to inspect and report on the feasibility of the  scheme 
To-day the request at the Blenheim School Committee, (that Mr. Lucas, head master, be 
granted three months' leave of absence in the hope that he would be able to regain his health, 
and that full pay be allowed during his absence, came before the Education Board. The Hon. 
Lt Col Baillie, in proposing that the request be granted, spoke highly of the abilities of Mr. 
Lucas, and the good work done during his 13 years of teachership. Mr. Carter seconded the 
motion, which was carried. It was decided to engage Miss Wrigley temporarily in Mr. Lucas' 
absence, at a salary of £2 per week. 
16th April 1894 We (Napier Telegraph) do not think that the Napier School Committee has 
any reason to be proud of its term of office, which is happily fast drawing to a close. No 
committee ever managed the affairs of the school worse. David Sturrock’s School 
24th April 1894 Applications for the position of janitor to the Borough Schools are invited up 
to Thursday next at five o'clock The hon. secretary, Mr. E. Purser, will supply particulars on 
application 
24th April 1894 At a meeting of the School Committee for the past year, held last night 
immediately before the householders election, the minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed, accounts  were passed for payment, and a vote of thanks was accorded lo Mr. 
Purser for the able manner in which he had performed his duties be Secretary 
24th April 1894 BLENHEIM. The annual election of the Blenheim Borough School 
Committee took place last evening at the schoolhouse, between twenty and thirty 
householders being present. Mr. J. B. Green, the retiring chairman occupied the chair and 
read the annual report, the most important items in which were as follows : — "While 
regretting that the Borough Schools were not successful in gaining a scholarship this year, 
your committee feel that the general and steady progress made, as evidenced by the 
Inspector's report, more especially in the girls' department, more than counter-balances any 
sudden flash of brilliancy by one or two scholars. While the boys have kept up the high 
percentage of passes which have been obtained by them during the last 13 years, the girls 
made very marked progress during the last two yean in the higher standards, and when 
consideration is given to the loss of time caused by a long epidemic of measles and several 
floods it is not too much to assert that under more favorable circumstances even more 
gratifying results would have fallowed." "During the past year your committee made an effort 
to obtain a High School for extra subjects, such as Euclid, Algebra, French, Latin, German 
and Shorthand, but although the cost was based upon a very low scale of fees the responses 
were not sufficient to warrant the undertaking. Your committee would ask their successors to 
keep this branch steadily in- view, being of opinion that it is only a matter of time when such 
an opportunity will be much more readily responded to. Your committee, while providing all 



necessaries for the schools, have been strictly economical in their expenditure*, and . with a 
much diminished revenue, owing to the very irregular attendance, leave office with a credit 
balance of £16 11s (3d, after providing for all outstanding liabilities, and . are of opinion after 
a test of two years that the scale sum allowed by the Education Beard is quite sufficient for all 
ordinary expenditure." It is with great  pain that your committee have to refer to the death of 
the late much respected head master, which has spread a deep gloom over the whole district, 
and more particularly amongst his scholars and those who had the pleasure of his intimate 
acquaintance. To his widow and family we extend our deepest sympathy in their great 
bereavement." " Your committee would not leave their report unfinished without placing on 
record the valuable and gratuitous services rendered by Mr. Purser the worthy Secretary, who 
has rendered his services for two years, and they heartily testify to his ardent love of the work 
for the schools. 
The Chairman, in proposing the adoption of the report and balance-sheet, said that he thought 
it very gratifying that their expenditure was amply covered by the grant allowed by the 
Education Board, for the report for the last two years proved that the grant was quite 
sufficient for the work if ordinary care be taken. If the request with regard to the janitor be 
complied with they calculated that the grant would be more than sufficient, and they -would 
be enabled to do more work or show a larger credit balance, 
Ref erring to the death of Mr. Lucas , he said most of his hearers would testify  to the high 
esteem in which Mr. Lucas was held by both children and parents. He believed that every 
parent looked upon the late respected Head Master almost aa one of themselves, taking as 
great a concern in the welfare of their children t" themselves, It devolved upon then to elect a 
new committee, and he hoped they would elect one which would hear steadily in mind that 
the work of the committee during Mr. Lucas  term of office had been that compared to their 
arduous duties before his advent. Very great discretion was needed in the recommendation of 
a successor. The Secretary and he had interviewed the Inspector, and it had been decided that 
a teacher should be engaged who could show an Inspector's report, for the last three years at 
least, in school work, and steadiness must also be considered. Mr. J. T. Robinson, in 
seconding the proposal of Mr. Green, referred to the death of Mr. Lucas, and raid that he had 
been on the committee at the time of his appointment. One of the best recommendations that 
an applicant for a teachership could bring forward was that he or she had been taught by Mr. 
Lucas. He thought that the old committee had done their work in an excellent manner. Mr. 
Purser, Secretary, remarked that the work of the committee in the supervision of the school 
had been rendered easy by the excellent manner in which the members of the teaching staff 
had carried out their duties. It devolved upon the new committee to elect a new bead-master, 
and in this they would have to exercise all discretion to find a master who would impart 
knowledge with such success, by gaining the confidence and affection of the pupils, as Mr. 
Lucas had. Speaking of the secretaryship be said it bad afforded him great pleasure to 
perform the duties, but if they did him the honour of re-electing him to the committee, he 
would prefer that he be replaced, as he was to  a certain extent precluded from taking a part in 
discussion, although in the past the good feeling which had existed had rendered discussion 
of an undesirable nature unnecessary. The report and balance sheet were then adopted, &and 
the election of a new committee proceeded with. Ten candidates bad been nominated, viz., 
Messrs. J. B. Green, H. L. Jackson, C. Ryan, J. G. Ballard, J. Taylor, C. D. Stuart, C. 
Tunnicliffe, A. J. Fisher, E. Mead, and E. Purser. There being one candidate over the required 
number a poll was taken, and resulted as follows: — C. Tunnicliffe 22 votes, H L. Jackson 
22, J. B. Green 22, E. Purser 21, C. Ryan 20, J. G. Ballard 20, E. Mead 19, J. Taylor 19, A. J. 
Fisher 18, and C. D. Stuart 13. The first nine were duly declared elected. Messrs. Ballard and 
Mead are the new members, Messrs. Harris and Booth having retired.  



A meeting of the new Committee was held immediately after the election, when Mr. J. B. 
Green was unanimously re-elected Chairman for the ensuing year, and Mr. E . Purser was 
elected to the office of Secretary, although he expressed a wish that the honor be conferred on 
another member. The night of meeting was altered from the Friday to the Thursday preceding 
the meeting of the Education Board. 
1st May 1894 Mr. Baillie remarked that it had been suggested by the Blenheim Committee 
that a portion of the old building be utilized for the erection of a janitor's residence at the 
Borough Schools. 
Mr. Carter expressed an opinion that a small room be added to the school for the  use of small 
children but Mr. Hammond said that the committee had always objected to any more 
additions being made to the building. 
Ultimately the committee appointed some time ago to report on the feasibility of erecting a 
janitor's residence on the  school ground was granted extension of time, as  that they might 
take all proposals in regard to the utilisation of the old building into consideration. It was 
pointed out that both the Blenheim and Fairhall Committees had suggested the utilisation of 
the latest addition of the old building, but that it was  not proposed to remove that. The 
Secretary said that he had learned that more accommodation was required by the local Postal 
Department, and that probably the education offices in the Government Buildings would be 
required. Ha suggested that the old infant school be utilised for the erection  of offices for the 
Board. 
24th May 1894 School Football.— A contest for the trophy presented by the Marlborough 
Football Club took place yesterday between the Borough School team and the Grovetown 
School boys ; the former winning by 33 points to nil. The winners meet the Catholic School 
team on Saturday next 
29th May 1894 A Committee moating of the Education Board was held this morning to 
receive the applications for the position of Head Master of the Borough School  rendered 
vacant by the death of Mr. J. P. Lucas. There were present Messrs. Seymour (Chairman), 
Redwood, Duncan, and Parker. Twenty-seven applications were received, and after some 
discussion, four were dismissed for unsuitableness, and it was resolved to send the remaining 
names to the School Committee with a request to nominate those applicants in the order 
which they preferred. The applications come from all parts of the colony, from Auckland to 
Dunedin, and the certificates range from B1 to D 3. There was but one local applicant. 
1st June 1894 The  monthly meeting of the Blenheim Borough School Committee was held 
last night, there being present :— Messrs. J. B. Green (chairman),C. Ryan, J. G. Ballard, J. 
Taylor, C. Tunnicliffe, E. Meads, H. L Jackson, A. J. Fisher, and E. Purser (secretary).  
Mr. C. Simson, acting head-master reported an average attendance of 333 for the Month of 
May, the roll number being 445. He considered it unsatisfactory that on an average 100 
children were absent every day, even though the prevalent sickness and wet weather had to be 
contended with. He also drew attention to the muddy state of the playground, and asked that a 
few loads of gravel be laid down. He enclosed with the letter a list of those children who 
absented themselves from school. It was resolved that the parents of the absentee children be 
served with the usual notice, and that the Education Board be asked to supply 20 loads of 
gravel for the school ground. Miss Morgan reported an average attendance of 132 for the 
month, the roll number being 183; she recommended that the school be closed for the winter 
holidays on June 29th, to reopen on July 16th. It was decided to fix the vacation for this 
period. Mr. H. Robinson, assistant teacher, applied for an increase of salary, and it was 
resolved to favorably recommend the application to the Board. A letter was received from 
Mr. James Hay drawing the attention of the Committee to the undue amount of home-lessons 
which his boy was given. He thought that a child was diligent during the proper school hours 
it ought to be sufficient study, and to go any further than that was simply cramming. Ha also 



requested that his boy be allowed the proper time for dinner, in place of having to remain in 
school during extra hours. It was resolved to leave the matter over until the appointment of 
the new Headmaster. A letter was received from the manager of the gasworks, in which, in 
response to a request, he estimated the heating of the school with pas at £40 1s 8d. He 
advised that the new coke stoves be used for the purpose, in which case the cost would be 
£30 1s 3d. He felt inclined to recommend the use of coke in preference to gas for that 
particular purpose. The matter was left over in the meantime. It was resolved, on the motion 
of Mr. Mence, that the attention of the Board be drawn to the dilapidated state of the school 
fence, and that that body be asked to repair it. A few small accounts were passed for payment. 
One account of 15 shillings, for the repair of gates and doors, was objected to by some 
members of the Committee, who thought that such payment should be made by the Board. 
The Secretary pointed out that it was the duty of the Committee to meet such liabilities, and 
the account was finally passed. The applications for the position of Headmaster then came 
under consideration. The Education Board sent 23 applications, with the information that they 
had reserved four for unsuitableness, and a request that three from the number submitted be 
chosen by the Committee, and returned to the Board in the order preferred. A general opinion 
was expressed that the Board had done wrong in not forwarding the fall number of 
applications, and, after the matter had been considered in committee, it was resolved that the 
Board be asked to forward the balance of the applications, with the reasons for withholding 
them. The applications to hand were then considered, and it was finally decided to adjourn 
the matter till Monday evening next 
2nd June 1894 Borough Schools. — We understand that the School Committee have chosen 
Mr. David Sturrock, of Napier, as head-master of the Blenheim Borough School. The 
Education Board will meet on Tuesday next, when in all probability the appointment will be 
made as requested. David Sturrock was 1st Assistant at Napier school 
A Compromise.—The School Committee resented the action of the Education Board in 
reserving from their consideration four of the applications received for the position of Head 
Master at the Borough Schools. A Bub-committee was appointed to interview the Secretary 
of the Board on the matter, and he, to show that no discourtesy was intended, allowed the 
gentlemen composing the sub-committee to inspect the four applications at his office. The 
sub-committee recognised that it would have been utterly useless to forward those particular 
applications, and the Committee b. 84 accordingly forgiven the Board, 
5th June 1894. BOROUGH SCHOOL. An application was received from Mr. H. Robinson, 
assistant teacher at the Borough School, asking that his salary be increased. The School 
Committee recommended, and it was resolved to increase the salary by £15. It was pointed 
out that the regulations were drawn up to apply to a mixed school, and that Mr. Robinson was 
not entitled to receive any more than a female teacher in the same position, since the 
regulations provided that a female teacher be employed to teach a mixed class as third 
teacher, and fixed her salary and not that of a mala teacher. The Chairman moved that a foot-
note be added to the regulations providing that when the third teacher of a mixed class was a 
male that his salary be increased by 15 per cent. Mr. Duncan moved as an amendment that 
the case be considered an exceptional one, and dealt with apart from the regulations. The 
original motion was carried.  
A request of the School Committee for 20 loads of gravel for the school yard was granted. 
The architect was instructed to attend to the school fence, and to place stapled wire on it. The 
Secretary was instructed to increase the salary of the teacher occupying the place of the late 
Mr. Lucas as Head Master by the amount of fees that he was entitled to in the instruction of 
pupil teachers 
6th June 1894 The Education Board itself into a committee yesterday, during the afternoon 
sitting, to further consider the matter of the Head-mastership of the Borough Schools. After a 



lengthy discussion it was decided not to immediately appoint Mr. David Sturrock, of Napier, 
recommended by the School Committee; and it was resolved, That the recommendation of 
the School Committee re the Headmastership of the Blenheim School be referred back, and 
that the Committee be asked to comply with the Board's former request by nominating at 
least three persona in the order in which they preferred the selection to be made, 
12th June 1894 THE HEAD-MASTERSHIP. A special meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee was held last night to consider matters in connection with the appointment of a 
headmaster, there being present: Messrs. J. B. Green (chairman), Mead, Ballard, Fisher, 
Ryan, Purser, Tunnicliffe, and Taylor. The Secretary read the correspondence between the 
Committee and the Board re the appointment of a head-master, and with it the letter of the 
Board informing the Committee that at the last meeting it was resolved, " That the 
recommendation of the Committee re the head-mastership  (that Mr. D. Sturrock, of Napier, 
be appointed be referred back, and that the Committee be asked to comply with the Board’s 
former request by nominating at least three persons, in the order is which they preferred 
them. The 23 applications were also referred back. The Chairman read two telegrams, which 
he said he had received as Chairman of the Committee, from well-known and respected 
residents of Napier, the one denying having circulated any rumors in regard to Mr. Sturrock’s 
character, and the other testifying to his good reputation. The Secretary also read a telegram 
of a similar nature from a minister of religion. The Chairman said that he thought the 
Committee had done all that was required of them by the Act, which clearly said that the 
Board could not make an appointment without consulting the Committee. The latter, in 
selecting a name from the number of applicants, had complied with all the requirements, in 
that they choose an applicant simply on his merits, and in respect to the testimonials which 
the Board had requested in their advertisement. The Committee considered that they had 
simply done their duty. They had not taken into consideration any private testimonials as to 
character or abilities, and had forwarded the name which they were bound to forward in 
consideration of the proper recommendations. It seemed to him that the Board bad exceeded 
their rights in having referred the name back without giving reasons for their action in not 
appointing, and in requiring three names. It was simply shelving the matter, and he did not 
think the Committee should take the onus of the matter. He moved, That the Committee reply 
that they see no reason for deviating from the course they have taken in the matter, Mr. 
Ballard seconded the motion. Mr. Purser said that he was expressing the wish of the 
Committee when he said it was undesirable any friction should arise between the Board and 
Committee, but they could not ignore the fact that they were a responsible body, as 
representing the parents Of the children attending the school. He thought that the chairman's 
resolution hardly put their case clearly. He moved as an amendment that the Board be 
informed that " this Committee fail to see what good purpose could be achieved by their 
submitting a variety of names as applicants for the position of Head Master of the Borough 
Schools as requested by the Board's letter of May 29th ; the Committee have most 
conclusively scrutinized the capabilities of the applicants laid before them, and can only 
come to one conclusion, viz.., that on their recommendation that the Board appoint Mr. 
Sturrock of Napier, they acted with a feeling that he was the most eligible candidate and 
further, that from valuable information received from beat sources since the Board's last 
meeting, all goes to strengthen the Committee's request that Mr. Sturrock be forthwith 
appointed, the Committee think they would be wanting in duty to the best interests of the 
schools . were they to select a person otherwise than the one they considered most suitable 
for the position." Mr. Purser considered they were to a certain extent baited, and that a trap 
had been set for them. They had after a careful deliberation of two night's sitting come to a 
conclusion which the Board in an hour and a half bad disputed, It was generally admitted that 
their selection was head and shoulders above the other candidates, and be thought that coma 



villainous calumny had been at work casting Blurs on that gentleman's moral character. 
These rumors had been refuted from higher quarters. If they had admittedly made the best 
selection what need was there for choosing two more candidates. They had no right to submit 
another name, and they would be very foolish to fall into the trap. The Chairman thought that 
a side wind had influenced the Board. They had not trusted the Committee and bad postponed 
the appointment without giving reasons. The chairman's motion was carried. Mr. Purser said 
that he would like to contradict a rumor which was being circulated that the members of the 
Committee had been canvassed in their recommendation. It was utterly untrue, and he was 
sure the gentlemen composing the Committee were blameless in that respect. The other 
members concurred in resenting the imputation, and the meeting then terminated. 
12th June 1894 MR STURROCK APPOINTED. 
At a special meeting of the Education Board this morning, Mr. David Sturrock, of Napier, 
was finally appointed to the position of Head Master of the Blenheim Borough Schools, 
rendered vacant by the death' of the late much respected master, Mr. J. P. Lucas. There were 
present at the meeting : Messrs. Duncan (in the chair), Redwood, Chaytor, Carter, Parker, and 
the Hon Lt.-Col Baillie, and, after the letter from the School Committee informing the Board 
of the resolution passed at the meeting of last night, " That the Committee could not comply 
with the request to forward three names, and could state no reason to deviate from their 
course of recommending the appointment of Mr. D. Sturrock," was read, the Board resolved 
itself into committee to consider the position. A Short discussion ended in the appointment of 
Mr. Sturrock. During the meeting the Chairman said he would support the appointment of 
that gentleman simply because he was recommended by the School Committee, which had 
done its duty by going fully into the matter and then advising. 
[SPECIAL TO EXPRESS.] Napier, June 12. Mr. Sturrock, your new head master, is a man of 
very high qualifications, and a most enthusiastic musician. Dying at his residence here he has 
displayed conspicuous ability as a teacher and is a universal favorite in the  Community. His 
character is irreproachable and the general regret at his  departure mingles with gratification 
at his promotion. 
12th June 1894 The exact position taken up by the Education Board in regard to the 
appointment of the Headmaster is not known to the public, since the reporters were excluded 
from the meeting  in connection therewith; but a member seemed to " let the cat out of the 
bag" when he said, after the proceedings were being discussed out of Committee, that "at the 
last meeting held to consider the matter it was resolved to appoint Mr. Sturrock if the report 
from Inspector Hill, of Napier, was favorable; and he looked upon the recommendation of 
that gentleman, rather than that of the School Committee, as directly responsible for the 
appointment at that meeting. There can be no doubt that the whole and only cause of the 
strained relations between the Board and the Committee was a rumor defamatory to Mr. 
Sturrock which had been circulated among the members of the Board. The character of the 
applicant recommended by the Committee was aspersed to the members of the Board, and the 
latter hesitated to make the appointment; and it can be gathered that they resolved to obtain 
confirmation of the character of the applicant before going any further in the matter. A 
telegram from a Napier resident to a member of the Board was really the causus belli, but that 
the statement contained in that telegram is a monstrous calumny, we have the best authorities 
to prove. The slanderer is, we think, confusing Mr. Sturrock with another person, for we are 
assured from an independent source that Mr. Sturrock is a gentleman of irreproachable 
character. Perhaps if the Board had been more communicative to the Committee the position 
would not have got so mixed, and a misunderstanding would have been avoided. As to the 
relation of the one body to the other, the subject is a large one, and the position is liable to 
many interpretations. It is said that the Committee represent the people, and the Board the 
Committee, and that therefore the latter should have sole power in a matter of such vital 



concern to the people as the appointment of a head-master, and that the Board as the 
financing body should confine itself to the financial part of educational matters. Whether this 
be the right view of it or not, certain it is that the relations of the two bodies should be more 
clearly defined, and this is all the more true since the conclusion of a disagreement can only 
be the closing of the schools by the Committee —the disagreement can go no further than 
that —a most anomalous position. We are sure that the appointment is a wise one. Mr. 
Sturrock possesses a D1 certificate; is a capable and experienced teacher; is popular among 
his scholars: an accomplished member of society; and his advent will, we feel sure be heartily 
welcomed. 
28th June 1894 The Borough Schools close to-morrow for the winter vacation. We hear that 
the customary paper chase starts from the school at 10 a.m. A good course has been decided 
on, and a first-class run is anticipated. Mr. H. L. Jackson is to be the master of hounds, and 
Master Stanley Green the huntsman, whilst Messrs. Simeon and Robinson take the place of 
foxes 
29th June 1894 THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS PAPER CHASE. 
The paper chase this morning was a pronounced success; the drag was laid off from the 
school at 10 a.m., and the hounds, 800 strong, released at 10.10. The course taken was round 
the Church of England, over Fulton's ford through Springlands, along Murphy's Cross Road, 
down the Old Renwick road, and thence along Hutcheson Street home. The course proper 
was about four miles, with fully four miles of blind trail. The hounds set off at a swinging 
pace, and had it not been for the numerous blind trails, would soon have overtaken the foxes. 
Mr. H. L. Jackson made an excellent master, and with the able assistance of Master S. Green 
as huntsman, kept the hounds well on the trail with a slight exception of one instance, where 
the false scent was exceptionally strong. The error was, however, soon rectified, and ere long 
the whole pack was in full cry, with the prey in full view, making for home. The death took 
place on the school bridge. After the hounds had been whipped off, Mr. Jackson presented 
Master Parker with a handsome pocket knife (first prize), and B. Keys, B. Leary, J. Page, E. 
Wil. Has, and H. Barnett — in the order named — with cash prizes, these having followed all 
round, and were present at the death. Each recipient was loudly cheered. After three ringing 
cheers were given for master, huntsman, and foxes, the boys packed up, and dispersed for the 
midwinter vacation. 
 

 

JOHN PEARSON LUCAS 
3rd April 1894 That three months' leave of absence in the hope that he would be able to regain 
his health, and that full pay be allowed during his absence, came before the Education Board. 
The Hon Lt Col Baillie, in proposing that the request be granted, spoke highly of the abilities 
of Mr. Lucas, and the good work done during his 13 years of teachership. Mr. Carter 
seconded the motion, which was carried. It was decided to engage Miss Wrigley temporarily 
in Mr. Lucas' absence, at a salary of £2 per week. 
14th April 1894 Lucas — On the 13th inst., at his residence, ' York Terrace, John Pearson 
Lucas, aged 41 years. 
14th April 1894 JOHN PEARSON LUCAS.  
" Lives of great men all remind us  
We can make our lives sublime,  
And, departing, leave behind us  
Footprints on the sands of time."  
Quite a gloom hung over the community yesterday as it became gradually known  that the 
long and painful  illness of Mr. Join Pearson Lucas , Head Master of the Borough Schools, 



was rapidly tending towards fatality, and although the sad end had been anticipated for some 
time past, and the shook was on that account somewhat emolliated, the general gloom 
immediately  deepened into grief when it became known that Mr. Lucas had succumbed to 
the malady known as degeneration of the blood vessels — arteriocapillary fibrosis.  
It is nearly a year now since those closely connected with the deceased gentleman noticed a 
slight failure of health. Still despite the repeated and ever increasing attacks, the patient 
sufferer bore up to within a few days of his death, when he applied for and was granted a well 
merited holiday, which was to have been spent in efforts to regain former health. This, 
however, was not to be, for the end came gradually bat surely, and at 6.20 last evening he 
passed peacefully and quietly away. The death chamber is sacred to the family, and whilst 
drawing a curtain round it, we nay yet furnish a few facts concerning a brilliant career, both 
as a teacher and a member of the community which now mourns the untimely death.  
Mr. Lucas received his training in the Victorian Training Institute for Teachers, where he had 
the full advantage of a complete course under Mr. Dixon  and the renowned Mr. Gladman. 
Whilst attending this institution. Mr.  Lucas taught itinerantly  in the principal public schools 
of Melbourne. After completing his training he held several appointments under the Victorian 
Education Board, and on coming to New Zealand brought very high credentials from that 
body. Coming to New Zealand under engagement to the  North Canterbury Board, he took 
charge of the Southbridge school, and was from thence appointed to the Headmastership of 
the Blenheim schools  a position he has held with more than satisfactory ability for thirteen 
years.  
Only those who remember the state of affairs educationally in this district prior to Mr. Lucas’ 
advent can fully appreciate his value as an instructor and leader of children. He has succeeded 
in placing the local school in the foremost rank of educational institutions in the colony; for, 
in addition to the maintenance of an exceptionally high percentage of standard passes each 
year, no less than twelve scholarships have been gained. Every year the school has been 
successfully represented in the civil service examination ; several pupils have matriculated; 
and Mr. Lucas had the unique distinction of having taught and trained (with ono exception) 
the staff that teach at the Boys' school.  
In passing from his professional duties to his recreations we find that he has been one «f our 
most prominent figures. In musical circles be was a recognised authority, having for a 
number of years conducted the local Choral Society, whereby he has fostered the culture of 
high class music in our midst ; and it was his failing health which compelled him to resign his 
position as organist to the Church of the Nativity choir. In addition to these services, given 
willingly and gratuitously, his help was assured in promoting concerts for charities and other 
worthy objects. In athletics Mr. Lucas possessed the true sporting spirit ; his cricketing 
friends will remember his advent on the pitch in Blenheim, when he did the "hat trick " and 
made 50 runs. He was one of the promoters of the Wairau C.C., and for many seasons proved 
himself a good all round man. In football circles he was also considered an authority. He was 
one of the prime movers in the formation of the M.R.F.U., and for many years filled the 
office of Vice-President. As a referee he was held in high esteem by the players and 
spectators alike. As Captain of the School Cadet corps he has been the means of fostering and 
improving the volunteer movement in the district, indeed it is owing to his energy that our 
schools have the neat and well clad corps the town is so justly proud of, In Masonry Mr. 
Lucas’s was a Past Master, and was held in the highest esteem by his brethren in the craft. To 
speak of the public connections of the deceased gentleman would be to arrange a long list of 
institutions and capacities in each of which his high abilities and great power for good ware 
used to the utmost degree, indeed, it would be quite unnecessary, for there are few individuals 
in the community who have not recognised, and there are many who have felt the influence 
of Mr. Lucas in his actions as a public man. Talented, accomplished, and possessing a 



generous nature, there were few circles in which he were not interested, and he occupied 
everywhere a prominent and respected position. In short, wherever and whenever the welfare 
of his fellow men was concerned he was a moving spirit. He possessed admirable traits of 
character, and was remarkably successful as a teacher. Stern to correct and ready  to approve, 
he gained the implicit confidence of his pupils, each  of whom regarded him as a personal 
friend, and that feeling has not been dissipated in after life with regard to his old pupils. Some 
thousands of  minds have been taught to shoot by Mr. Lucas, and his old pupils, many of 
whom occupy successful positions, thank him for the excellent manner in which they were 
fitted to fight the stern battle of life. Mr. Lucas was a good husband and father. A mourning 
widow and four young children are loft, and to them we extend our heartfelt sympathy. In the 
prime of life, at the age of 41 years, the deceased gentleman paid the debt of nature. For one 
to “cross the bar" at such an age, and one who can be so badly spared, is sad indeed. The 
sympathy for the bereaved relatives will be widespread.  
The funeral will be a military one, and the cortege will leave the Church of Nativity for the 
cemetery at 2 30 p.m. on Sunday. 
16th April 1894 THE DEATH Off MR J. P. LUCAS. 
The obsequies of the late Mr. J. P. Lucas were solemnized yesterday, the large number of 
people who came together to honor the occasion, and the deep feeling which was evident 
attesting to the respect and affection in which the deceased gentleman was held. The funeral 
was a military one, Mr. Lucas having held the captainship of the corps of which he was (and 
with reason) be proud — the Borough School Cadets. Soon after 2 30 p m. a battalion of 
volunteers under Sergt. Major Bazar, and composed of the City Rifles, the Blenheim Rifles, 
the School Cadets, and headed by the Garrison Band, under Bandmaster Nancarrow, left the 
Drill Shod, and marching to the residence in York Terrace, line up in front with arms 
reversed. The coffin, covered with a Union Jack, and with the sword and uniform cap of 
deceased, was borne from the house by Captains Rogers, Griffiths, and Chaytor, and Lieuts 
Fowler, Salmon and Simson. The pall bearers were Messrs. Snodgrass, Conolly, McIntosh, 
Sharp, G. Robinson and J. B. Green. The cortege was then formed, and started for the Church 
of the Nativity, passing by the school. The coffin was borne between the files of volunteers 
into the sacred edifice, and placed in the chancel. The building was crowded, and the 
proceedings, conducted by the Ven. Archdeacon Grace and Mr. Ensor, were intensely solemn 
and touching. The service concluded, the cortege started for the Taylor Cemetery, headed by 
the Band, the volunteers preceding the hearse, the cadets occupying the position immediately 
in front. The saddening strains of the Dead March in Saul added to the impressiveness of the 
solemn procession. The members of the Masonic Lodges walked immediately behind the 
hearse. At the entrance of the cemetery, the cadets were lined on either side of the pathway 
with reversed arms, and the other companies surrounded the grave. The coffin, preceded by 
the clergymen, and to the strains of the Dead March, was borne to the grave, and the service 
was impressively read. An incident full of pathos was the singing of "Lead, kindly Light," a 
favorite musical selection of the deceased. The scene here was sad in the extreme, and 
forcibly impressive. Three military volleys were fired over the grave, a large collection of 
floral tributes were offered, and the ceremony, but not the memory of Mr. Lucas, was brought 
to a close. 
24th April 1894 In Chambers yesterday, on the motion of Mr. Conolly, probate of the last will 
and testament of John Pearson Lucas deceased, was granted by Mr. J. Allen, Registrar of the 
Supreme Court, acting in the absence of the Judge, to Mrs. Janet Bruce Lucas, widow of 
deceased, the executrix named in the will, School Committee. 
1st May 1894 The Late Head Master. — Before proceeding with the ordinary business of the 
Education Board this morning the Hon Colonel Baillie rose to speak of the demise of Mr. J. 
P. Lucas, who occupied the position of Head Master of the Borough Schools at the time of 



his death. At the last meeting of the Board, be said, they had granted Mr. Lucas three month’s 
leave of absence, and since that they had become aware of his sad and untimely death. He 
had been a most valued servant of the Board for twelve years, and his success as a teacher 
was evident from the excellent results of the examinations. The Borough Schools before Mr. 
Lucas took charge were at a very low standard, and he had succeeded in placing them in a 
premier position among the institutions of the colony. In expressing his deep regret, he was 
only expressing the unanimous feeling of the Board and their sorrow at the loss they had 
sustained. Ho desired to place on record the profound regret of the Board for the loss of a 
competent teacher, and he wished that an expression of condolence be conveyed to Mrs. 
Lucas in her sad bereavement.  
Mr. Chaytor spoke in feeling terms of the death «f Mr. Lucas, and the motion handed in to 
the Chairman by the Hon. Col. Baillie was placed on record while the Secretary was 
instructed to convey to Mrs. Lucas the sympathy of the Board 
2nd May 1894 It was resolved that the executrix of the late Mr. J. P. Lucas receive three 
months’ salary which it had been resolved should be paid during his intended leave of 
absence 
3rd July Mr. D. Sturrock, of Napier, formally recognised his appointment to the position of 
Head Matter, and said that he would be in Blenheim on the 15th of July. He had made 
arrangements with Mrs.  Lucas re the residence, and would not require it for some' time. 

 
9th July 1894 Mr. C. Simson, who so successfully performed the duties of the Headmastership 
of the Blenheim Borough Schools daring the illness and since the death of Mr. J. P. Lucas, is 
in possession of two flattering testimonials— one from the Education Board, conveying the 
thanks of that body, and enclosing a cheque as a slight recognition of his services; and the 
other from the School Committee, expressing their high appreciation of his competency. Mr. 
Simson has filled the important position admirably for one of his years, the former high status 
of the school not having suffered in the slightest respect during his interregnum of some 
months ; and this is all the more meritorious since the arduous duties of a Head Master of any 
school were quite new to him. Our Acting Head Master is to be complimented on the 
possession of abilities which give promise of a successful career in the teaching world of the 
future 
14th July 1894  Personal.— Miss Morgan, the talented and respected head mistress of the 
Blenheim public school an old pupil of Mr. Morgan, head master of the Napier schools, has 
been paying a holiday visit to Napier.—  
News. The Borough Schools. — It is notified that owing to the unfinished state of the 
buildings, the Borough Schools will not re assemble until Monday the 23rd instant. Mr. D. 
Sturrock, the new head-master, came over by the Picton boat yesterday, and arrived in town 
last evening 
3rd August 1894 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the Blenheim Committee was held last night; Present Messrs. Mead, 
Tunnicliffe, Taylor, Fisher, Ballard, Jackson and Ryan. Mr. Mead was voted to the chair in 
the absence of Mr. 3. B. Green. Mr. T. L. Buick M.H.R. wrote enclosing a letter which he had 
received from the Government in reference to the request of the Committee that sections 89 
to 97 (property opposite the Marlborough Club) be leased to them at a peppercorn rent, for 
the purposes of a playground, The letter stated that an offer had been received for the 
purchase of portion of the property; and, that, as negotiations were still proceeding the matter 
mast be left in abeyance for the present.  
The Secretary stated that the clocks in the school were all out of repair ; he had purchased one 
for Mr. Sturrock's room at a cost of 23s 6d, and had also ordered some printed return forms 
for Mr. Simson. His action was confirmed. A discussion arose in regard to the clocks, and a 



general opinion was expressed that levers should be supplied and the old pendulum 
timepieces discarded. It was resolved to ask the local watchmakers to make an offer for the 
clocks at present in use, with a view of placing, lever clocks in the rooms.  
The state of the school grounds was referred to, Mr. Ryan saying that a clean place could 
never be expected where there was such an uneven surface. It was resolved to ask the Board 
to level and gravel the grounds. The Secretary was instructed to obtain an ink well for the 
infant school. Accounts amounting to £1 8s were passed for pay meat. An account of £1 was 
received from Mr. Heyworth, janitor, for the cleaning of the schools during the holidays. It 
was pointed out that according to the specifications, the janitor could not claim his ordinary 
pay during the vacation, and that there must have been a misunderstanding. It was resolved, 
since the holiday had been predated that a sum of £2. be granted as a bonus. The credit 
balance was stated to be £8 11s.  
The meeting then went into committee to consider an initiatory report from the new head 
master, Mr. Sturrock, and an application from Mr. C. Simson, second Master, for a fortnights 
leave of absence. The latter said that it was the first time for ten years he had made such a 
request. Mr. Sturrock’s report was treated aa strictly confidential. It was regretfully resolved,  
after considering the head master's report, not to grant Mr. Simson's application for  leave of 
absence, which, it was understood was to enable him to go on the northern football tour.  
7th August 1894 BLENHEIM. The School Committee wrote, asking for certain 
requirements— doormats, scrapers, etc. and that the school grounds be gravelled. It was 
decided to grant the requirements. With regard to the gravelling, the Chairman said that it 
was a big contract, but an improvement was urgently required. Mr. Carter said the ground 
wanted forming properly. He suggested that Mr. Muir, who was well acquainted with such 
work, be asked to superintend. Mr. Redwood said it would be inadvisable to do the work out 
of season. , On the motion of Mr. Duncan, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Carter, Parker, 
and Redwood, was appointed to deal with the matter, with power to do what is necessary, two 
to be a quorum. Mr. Carter said that he would be going away for a short time, but the work 
was not required immediately with the present fine weather 
7th August 1894 SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 
The Sub-Committee's report on the old infant school buildings was laid before the Board to-
day as follows: — The Committee’s last report recommended the removal of the western 
portion of the buildings to a site in Seymour Street, in the north-west portion of girls' 
playground, and their recommendation was adopted. Shortly before the removal of this 
portion was commenced, it was suggested that if placed where at first recommended it would 
be directly in the way of the line of drainage from the contemplated bath (Swimming Pool), 
and that as the Board had purchased the piece of land along Seymour Street, it would be 
much better, for many reasons, to place the Board's office at the corner of Seymour and 
Alfred Streets, thus leaving the ground clear for the future bath and its drainage. The 
Committee accordingly ventured to deviate from the former recommendation, and after 
consultation with the Chairman and other members of the Board, gave directions to the 
architect to place the building where it now stands.  
The erection of the custodian's cottage next occupied the attention and when the new Infant 
School was approaching completion and the removal of the old building was accomplished, 
the opinion of the Committee was that it would be a pity to disfigure the new Infant School 
and at the same time to limit the extent of the playground by placing the cottage where first 
intended. After consultation with the Chairman it was also decided to place the cottage in 
Seymour street in close proximity to the Board's office. That would leave ample room for a 
fair sized swimming bath or if not it could be extended into the girl's play-ground. The report 
was adopted. It was resolved to ask the Borough Council to reconsider their refusal to raise 
the footpath in Seymour street to a level with the Alfred Street path, as the building was a 



public one, and the Board was worthy of assistance. Mr. Carter, of the Committee, mentioned 
other requirements not stated in the report, and the Committee was authorised to proceed with 
the-erection of a picket fence, (with an entrance) as suggested, along the property; and it was 
resolved that the furniture for the Board's new office be procured.  
ARCHITECT'S REPORT.  The architect reported that the new Borough Infant School 
building had been in use by the staff and children since Monday, the 30th July. The turret 
ventilator would arrive from London in 10 days, so that this and a few other unimportant 
details were yet uncompleted; but he had certified for payment for the work which had been 
done to satisfaction. In regard to the utilisation of the old Infant School, a caretaker's cottage 
had been shifted to Seymour Street, and the building for the Board's office to the corner of 
Seymour and Alfred streets. Both buildings would be completed by Mr.  Dunkley during the 
month, a portion of the building had been removed and re-erected at Fairhall, and Messrs. 
Brewer and Hay had finished this contract. The removal of the old gallery left the old 
building in such a deplorable condition that painting, and distempering inside was absolutely 
necessary and he had arranged with the contractors to have this done at a cost of £2 15s 6d.  
While of Fairhall the hearth of the old school was pointed out as broken and made up with 
day and he had a new cement hearth laid out at a cost of 15s. In regard to Marshlands school 
he forwarded plans and specifications for additions for which private tenders had been 
received but rejected. He estimated the work at £32 of which amount £6 is the proportionate 
value of the shelter shed payable by the school Committee. Mr. Redwood said that Mr. Bott. 
who had tendered the lowest, felt sore on the matter as he had heard that the work had been 
let to another person. Mr. Carter stated that this was not so. It was resolved to offer the work 
to Mr. Bott at the architect's estimate; and that in the event of his refusal fresh tenders be 
called. 
8th August 1894 Isn't it about time our local School Committee put a stop to the silly practice 
of not only giving our little ones any amount of home lessons, but also not letting them out 
punctually either morning or afternoon. Keeping little children at school until half past twelve 
is altogether wrong and vicious. Many have to race home, some for over a mile, arriving in 
anything but a fit state for dinner ; in fact they have to "bolt" it, and start away to be in time 
for school again. Our children want time to eat and drink, as well as read and write. The best 
of it is that some of the teachers take their own dinners, and while they are enjoying 
themselves near the fire the little children are just about bursting to cry, thinking of their long 
tramp and bolted dinner. Now, then, Mr. Purser, Mr. Green, Mr. Jackson, and the rest of you, 
see if you can't put the set on this foolery. — I am, etc., Parent. 
16th August 1894 Borough Schools.— It is announced that owing to the damp state of the 
school grounds caused by the flood, the Borough Schools  will be closed until Monday next 
BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
Owing to the presence of flood water on the school grounds, the Blenheim Borough Schools 
will not re-open till  
MONDAY NEXT, the 20th instant. , 
E. PURSER, Secretary to Committee 
31st August 1894 The ordinary monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held 
last evening; present: Messrs. Green (chairman), Taylor, Ryan, Parser, Mead, Jackson and 
Tunnicliffe. After the inward and outward correspondence had been read, a letter which 
appeared in one of the local papers signed by Jas. H. Goad, and containing many reflections  
as to the management of the school, was considered. The letter asserted inter alia, that 
sufficient time was not given for meals, that scholars were kept in to a shameful hour, that an 
undue amount of home lessons was given, and that great discomfort was caused to scholars 
by a system of refusing requests during school hours, to attend to the wants of nature. The 
Committee thought it necessary to make a strict enquiry into the truth or otherwise of the 



assertions ; they had requested the teachers' version of the matter, and had invited Mr. Goad 
to be present at the meeting. Mr. Parser read a deal of correspondence in connection with the 
charges. Letters, from Miss Morgan, Head Mistress, and Mr. Sturrock, Head Master, denying 
in total  the charges of the letter, were read. Mr. Purser stated that Mr. Goad had been invited 
to be present at the meeting to substantiate his charges. Considerable surprise was expressed 
at Mr. Goad's neglect to take the opportunity offered to substantiate his charges, especially 
since he had asserted, in a letter in response to the Secretary, that he could bring ample proof 
in support of his remarks. He stated, further, in the letter, that he sought to cast no reflections 
on the characters or abilities of the teachers. It was the system he complained of, and which 
was probably practised years before the present staff was in office. He was glad of the 
intention to enquire into the matter, and trusted to see the practices complained of 
discontinued.  
While agreeing with the Secretary that the better course would have been to communicate 
directly with the Committee instead of rushing into print, he would say that an ex committee  
man had informed him that the complaints had been brought up more than once (prior to Mr. 
Lucas' death) but no improvement had been effected, from which be gathered that a public 
letter was a more effective instrument. After some discussion, in which it was stated that no 
such complaints had been made within the memory of those present, the following resolution 
was passed :— " That this Committee is of opinion, after receiving the explanations of Mr. 
Sturrock, headmaster, and of Miss Morgan, headmistress, and Mr. Coad having failed to 
appear in response to an invitation from the Committee to substantiate his charges against the 
teachers and Committee, that the whole of his charges contained in his public letter of the 
21st of August are unwarranted, and Without foundation."  
The Visiting Committee reported that the attendance at the school was very satisfactory, and 
greatly improved, especially in the boy's department. They recommended that the gaps in the 
macrocarpa hedge be filled op, and that several minor repairs be effected. The report was 
adopted. It was decided to request both the Head Master and Head Mistress to observe  
punctuality in dismissing the pupils at noon, so as to allow a full hour-and-a-half for dinner ; 
and to inflict any necessary punishment in the respect of keeping in afterhours at the 
afternoon.  
A vote of condolence  was passed to Mrs. Heyworth, the widow of the recently deceased 
caretaker of the schools. Mr. Purser remarked- on the scrupulous manner in which deceased 
carried out his duties. It was resolved, in the event of the widow feeling inclined to succeed 
him as janitor, with assistance, to appoint her. The Head Master and Mistress reported a 
satisfactory attendance, a great improvement having been effected during the last month. 
After pasting accounts the meeting adjourned. 
4th Sept 1894 BLENHEIM SCHOOL GROUNDS 
COMMITTEE'S AND ARCHITECT'S REPORTS 
The committee appointed by the Education Board reported to-day that they had visited the 
ground?, accompanied by the Secretary and Architect. They had instructed the Architect to 
take the levels and prepare an estimate of the  cost of grading the whole surface, so as to 
provide for a sufficient fall from all parts of the ground to carry off water aa soon as possible. 
Some days later the Architect, having  taken levels, drew op a plan and prepared an estimate. 
The committee revisited the ground, and, with the view of reducing the probable cost, 
instructed the Architect to prepare an estimate for the work after a reduction of the height first 
adopted, as a datum ; and to call for tenders for the two plans. 
The Architect reported that the work as to the Board room and office had been delayed by the 
flood, but would be completed this week, and the caretaker’s cottage a few days later. The 
filling in under the Board Room contract had been finished and he waited instructions in 
regard to the filling in of the ground around the caretaker's cottage. The Board Room contract 



provided for the erection of a closet at the back of the office, but he suggested the erection of, 
say, a 10 x 8 divided shed between the two buildings with closet in each. He had called for 
tenders for the formation of school ground as instructed. The reports were adopted, and it was 
resolved to instruct the architect to make the enlargement he suggested of the Board Room 
closets. The  Secretary stated that the Borough Council had been asked to reconsider their 
refusal to raise the footpath in Seymour Street, near the caretaker’s cottage. The matter of 
filling in under the caretaker’s cottage contract was left to the  Works Committee. 
TENDERS. The following alternate tenders for the formation of the school ground were then 
opened:— R. Register and Co £69 10s for formation as first proposed, £54 10s for the 
cheaper formation ; Gosling and Blackburn, £66 161 and £45 ; J. Wooster and Go, £69 and 
£55. The tender of Gosling and Blackburn, £56 16s, for the formation as first proposed, was 
accepted. The architect's estimate was £75. 
12th October 1894 The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last 
evening. Present : Messrs. Mead, Tunnicliffe, Taylor, Jackson, Ballard, and Purser. In the 
absence of Mr. Green, Mr. Mead was voted to the chair. The Head Master reported the 
average attendance of last month as 368. Sundry repairs were ordered to be done. The 
Chairman and Secretary were instructed to arrange with the Board re the janitor's cottage, 
which is now completed. The Visiting Committee were strong in their denunciation of the 
filthy larrikins who prowl about at night overturning the W.C. pans ; more than one member 
of the Committee said that they bad personally been annoyed in the same manner, and 
thought it about time the police made an example of each hoodlums. The accounts presented 
were passed fur payment, and the meeting adjourned, 
14th November 1894 The Blenheim School Committee wrote, requesting that certain 
improvements be effected in connection with the outbuildings on the school grounds. The 
matter was left to the Works Committee, with power to act. A request was also made for the 
improvement of the dado blackboards in the school : Consideration of the request was 
postponed till next meeting 
12th December 1894 SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS. The Secretary notified the 
following candidates had been nominated : — Blenheim— c. Eckford, E. Parker, B. Keys, A. 
Wanden, M. Horton, E. Dodd, Alice Litchfield, Millie Girling. Fairhall— Eleanor Avery, 
Alice Jeffries. Kaiuma— P. H. Passau  
18th December 1894 The twice adjourned monthly meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee was held last evening. Present: Messrs. Mead (in the chair, in the absence of Mr. 
Green), Ryan, Tunnicliffe, Jackson, and Fisher. Miss Morgan, Head Mistress, reported the 
average attendance for the month of November was 187; the roll number was 161.  
An account of £4 from Mrs. Heywood, caretaker of the schools, was passed for payment. 
Schoolboy's punishment. The Committee then entered into the principal business of the 
meeting — the consideration of a complaint from Mr. D. H. Pattie that his boy had been 
unduly punished by Mr. H. Robinson, the third master. The following correspondence was 
read: — FROM MR. PATTIE TO THE COMMITTEE. " I believe that we have as good a 
class of teachers  in Blenheim as there are in any school in the colony, in fact, some of them 
are quite unique, including one or two of the subordinates, and I only wish they were all 
alike, when soon a complaint aa I have to make would not be necessary. I am however very 
sorry because  at all time am very averse to make complaints against a teacher, but in this 
particular instance I am forced to do so, owing to the cruelty displayed by a teacher of our 
Borough School  to one of my boys during last month. 1 refer to Mr. H. Robinson. Before 
deciding to write to yon I thought it only just to the teacher to allow him to have ocular 
demonstration of the fact, and I accordingly took the boy to the school and stripped him 
before the person referred to, and also the headmaster, Mr. Sturrock, end from them I went 
and exhibited the boy to the chairman of the School Committee, Mr. Green, and also the 



secretary, Mr. Purser, so that I might have ample proof of the boy's condition. When I 
presented the boy before the teacher l expected at least some slight redress from him, and 
when asked what he had to say about the matter—instead of offering any reasonable excuse 
for the punishment— all I received was that that he was quite justified in doing so, that he 
had authority to do be, and that it was nothing.' This together with the taunting, insulting 
manner in which he received me in the parent of the boy led me to believe that he was a very 
unfit person to make an attempt to inculcate into the minds of the boys that which he did not 
seem to be in possession of himself. When I told him that the boy did not complain himself 
but that his mother had found it out upon putting him to bed, and that if I had taken notice of 
it at the time, when his mother first spoke about it I should have taken him to a doctor, and 
from there to the Magistrate, he (the teacher) laughed at me with such derision and insult that 
I really thought there must be something mentally wrong with him. Altogether he acted in a 
manner very unbecoming a person who has the control of children and although I should be 
very sorry to do anyone an injury of any kind, still it appears to me that whenever it suits the 
desire of some of these understrappers they simply make certain children a target to fire at 
whenever they feel inclined to do be. No wonder then that we have such difficulty in getting 
some of the children to school, and I for one will certainly put my foot down on corporal 
punishment of any kind unless it be for disobedience, and not then when the child is willing 
bat unable to perform the task. The only way to have control is by using the proper method, 
viz. — kindness."  
MR D STURROCK (HEAD MASTER) TO THE COMMITTEE 
Re Mr. Pattie's letter of December 6. As the charges had direct references to Mr. Robinson I 
placed the letter before him, and I asked for an explanation which I forward you. I saw the 
marks referred to and from the discolorations I am led to believe that the marks were caused 
by punishment inflicted on different days. L am of opinion that the lad was not severely 
punished, in fact he told me to-day that the punishment was not severe. Punishment to be of 
any ate mast be tolerably severe or no good can result from it. The boy has been a very much 
better boy since, and has done infinitely better work. There is no doubt that, the slightest 
blow given on the fleshy part of the body will cause discoloration and the marks shown can 
therefore not point to cruelty. Mr. Robinson is not cruel to the scholars under his charge, in 
fact he shows the utmost kindness and consideration for their welfare."  
FROM MR H ROBINSON TO THE HEADMASTER 
 Sir, — In reference to Mr. Patties complaint, I beg to lay before you my side of the whole 
affair, and perhaps the best  way to do so will be to take his letter seriatim. There was no 
cruelty displayed. Punishment was inflicted on three successive days on account of the boy 
not having done work that he was told to do, and without being able to give a reasonable 
excuse for not doing it. He was not punished for any mental weakness. Mr. Patties letter 
would lead the Committee to believe that he came to me in a conciliatory mood and prepared 
to listen to reason. This, however, was not the case. He called me out into the middle of the 
public street in front of the Criterion Hotel ,(I was on the footpath) one Thursday evening. He 
said X bad punished his boy that day. He demanded to know what I meant by it. I said that if 
I had done so the boy had deserved it. With that he started bouncing and threatening what he 
would do. I told him that as he had threatened me, he could please himself what he did. He 
would not listen to reason, or allow me to make any explanation. He again threatened, and, 
this time, inferred that if I touched his boy again he would punch me. I queried his ability to 
do it ; and said that as long as his boy was at school he would have to submit to the discipline 
of the school. His tone throughout was aggressive. He bounced, and threatened he would 
make it " hot" for me, and, notwithstanding that people were fussing by, behaved altogether 
unlike one in his sober senses. He seemed, from first to last, bent on picking a quarrel with 
me. Mr. Pattie does not mention anything about this meeting in his letter to the Committee. I 



was sent for to the study on Friday morning and had a look at the boy. Directly I entered, Mr. 
Pattie assumed the same aggressive attitude as on the previous evening, and naturally I 
prepared for a repetition of the incident. For fully half an hour he endeavored, in every 
conceivable manner, to make me " look small " before Mr. Sturrock, and even going the 
length of coupling his tirade of abuse to an untruth, to which I gave him the lie direct. My 
attitude towards Mr. Pattie was one of defence, not of offence. He repeated his threat of the 
night before re punishing me. I told him to come outside if he wanted satisfaction. This is 
what he calls my insulting him, And not behaving like a gentleman. He seems to think that 
because I am a locally-trained teacher he can threaten and insult me without my resenting it I 
must farther correct some of Mr. Pattie's misstatements. He told me on Thursday evening that 
I had punished his  boy that day (Thursday). On Friday morning he stated that it had occurred 
some days before. Again, he did not say that the boy had not complained. All he said was that 
if he had taken his wife's advice some days before that he would have taken steps against me. 
Mr. Pattie does not wish to do anyone an injury. Why, then, does he make these 
misstatements l am not ashamed of the truth. I punished his boy, and it was necessary for me 
to do so. I have not injured the boy. I was not cruel to him. I do not " make fish of one and 
flesh of another " as Mr. Pattie tries to point out. Mr. Pattie says he has a difficulty in getting 
his children to school. His son has been absent from my class 118 times during this year. The 
reason for his absence has generally been given to me — that his father kept him at home to " 
weed mangels," or " pick potatoes," etc. I may state that the boy in question enjoyed a 
reputation for irregular attendance before he had ever been my class. I have never punished a 
boy who was willing, but unable to perform a task." If a boy is unable to perform a task, I 
show him how to do it ; if he is unwilling to perform, then it is my duty to make him do it.  
Mr. J. B. Green, Chairman of the Committee, who was unable, through indisposition, to 
attend the meeting, wrote to Mr. Mead that he had seen the boy and considered that the 
punishment was unduly severe. He advised that the teacher be reprimanded, and warned that 
a repetition of such conduct would cause his dismissal. ,  
Mr. Ryan said that Mr. Purser (Secretary) had authorised him to convey to the meeting his 
opinions on the subject. He (Mr. Purser) had seen the boy, and also considered that the 
punishment was of an unwarranted character. Mr. Fisher asked if it were in the power of a 
subordinate teacher to flog. He thought not. Mr. Ryan thought the teacher had not adopted 
that conciliatory tone that would have been expected. There was no doubt the punishment 
was too severe. He suggested action as advised by Mr. Green.  
Mr. Jackson said that a hiding was a good thing occasionally, and it would tend to lax 
discipline if they withdrew altogether such a means to enforce obedience. The Chairman 
would have liked the teacher to have explained why the boy was punished three days in 
succession. Mr. Jackson suggested that they reprimand the teacher to a certain extent, by 
informing him that in future heavy punishment must be inflicted in the presence of the Head 
Master.  
The Chairman turned back to the minutes of a meeting held some years ago, which recorded 
that in reference to a similar incident Mr. Lucas, Head Master, had promised verbally that 
subordinates would not in future inflict heavy punishment. The Chairman considered the 
teacher wrong in calling the parent a liar, and in asking him " to come outside," as admitted in 
his letter.  
Mr. Jackson advised caution as to tying the hands of teachers for the future. The Chairman 
deprecated unlimited power being exercised by subordinate teachers.  
Mr. Jackson fully concurred with the Chairman in this respect.  
The Chairman considered the letter a most unsatisfactory explanation.  
Mr. Jackson thought they might get over the difficulty by framing a regulation for the future 
conduct of under teachers. 



The Chairman and Mr. Fisher pointed out that Mr. Patties letter required an answer as to 
whether he was justified in his charges of undue punishment and discourtesy. The discourtesy 
seemed to meet with Mr. Patties disapproval more than the punishment. The Chairman 
proposed that " This Committee, having considered the evidence before them re Mr. Patties 
complaint, are of opinion that the punishment given to Mr. Patties son was more severe than 
should have been inflicted without the authority of the Head Master, and that Mr. Robinson's 
letter of explanation was not entirely satisfactory; also that his attitude towards the 
complaining parent was not as courteous as the Committee would have expected."  
The Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. Robinson to this effect. This motion was seconded 
and carried unanimously.  
Mr. Jackson proposed and Mr. Tunnicliffe seconded that " this Committee consider that, in 
future, where severe corporal punishment is necessary it should be inflicted only in the 
presence of or by the headmaster” ; and that Mr. Sturrock be requested to notify the under 
masters to this effect." This terminated the meeting. 
11th December 1894 The annual examination of the Borough Schools will commence on 
Thursday next. The examination of the first and second standards has been, in accordance 
with recent legislation, already effected by the head-master, Mr. Sturrock 
The following tenders were received by the Education Board for the provision of farther 
water closet accommodation at the Borough Schools: — T. Dunkley £22 10s, P. Watson £36 
155, 3. W. Williams £22 9s (informal, no deposit), D. Wemyss £24 9s. The architect’s 
estimate was £22. Mr. Dunkley’s tender was accepted 
The adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School 'Committee was held last evening. Present — 
Messrs. Mead (chair), Taylor, Ballard, Fisher, Tunnicliffe. The meeting of Thursday bad been 
adjourned, owing to the absence of the chairman and secretary, in connection with a long 
letter from Mr. D. H. Pattie containing a complaint against one of the teachers; and to allow 
the Headmaster time to furnish a report on the matter. It was resolved last evening that in the 
absence of the chairman, secretary, acting secretary, and also of the minutes, papers, and 
other documents, that the only business that should, in fairness to the school and teachers, be 
transacted, was the fixture of the Christmas holidays. Mr. Taylor thought it a shame that 
members should shirk their duty by absenting themselves. The committee commented 
strongly on the absence of members on such an important occasion. The summer vacation 
was fixed to commence from the day after the final completion of the examinations (which 
commence next Thursday and will occupy about a week) and end on Monday the 21st of 
January — a period of five weeks. On the motion of Mr. Tunnicliffe it was resolved to 
request the chairman to call a meeting as soon as possible to transact business on hand; and to 
impress upon all members the necessity of their presence.  
It was discussed as to whether it would be advisable to appoint a deputation to the Education 
Board today to call attention to the crowded state of the Infant school and other matters, but it 
was recognized that in the absence of data consequent on the paucity of the attendance at the 
latter meetings, that no steps could be confidently taken 
18th December 1894 Mr. Smith has finished his examination of the boys' department of the 
Borough Schools. The following are the results of the second grade drawing examinations, 
held on December 1st, in connection with the Technical School in Wellington: - Pupil 
teachers— Miss Barnett, freehand and geometry, excellent; Miss Robinson, freehand and 
geometry, passed; Miss Wanden, geometry, passed; Miss Harris, geometry, passed; Miss 
Grubb, geometry, passed; Miss Keys, freehand and geometry, passed; Master G. Malcolm, 
(aided; scholar— Master B. Keys, freehand, passed 
18th December 1894 Examination of Borough School girls now proceeding 



1895 
1895 355 Blenheim Sturrock David A 

 
Prime Master  £    287.10  

1895 153 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret 
 

Head Female  £    190.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Simson Charles 
 

Assistant Master  £    160.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Brown Mary M 
 

Assistant Female  £    120.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Robinson Herbert  
 

Assistant Master  £       90.00  

1895 153 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       90.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Wanden Eliza 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Malcolm George 
 

Male Probationer  £       40.00  

1895 153 Blenheim Girls Brewer Lottie  
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Keys Edith A 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Barnett Rhoda C 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Harris Annie M 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1895 355 Blenheim Cribb Grace 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1895 153 Blenheim Girls Harris Florence M 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  
15th January 1895 Mr. Smith, Inspector, presented the following report at the meeting of the 
Education Board this morning: Sir, — l have the honor to present my report of the 
examination of candidates for the local country scholarships. Fifteen candidates for 
scholarships were nominated by the teachers of the schools in which they are pupils. Of these 
six belong to the Blenheim Boys' School, two to the Girls' School, one from St Mary's Boys' 
School, two from Havelock, two from Fairhall, one from Kaiuma, and one from Taradale, 
The candidate from Kaiuma was withdrawn before the date of the examination, and one 
candidate from the Blenheim Boys' School and the candidate from St Mary's School did not 
present themselves for examination. There were, therefore, twelve candidates actually 
examined, and the result of their examination is given on the table attached to this report. 
Three of these were eligible for the country scholarships, bat only one gained the number of 
marks which are necessary, under the regulations, to qualify for the gaining of a scholarship, 
although the girl from the little aided school at Taradale came within ten marks of the 
required number. The candidate at the bead of the list, and who has, therefore, scoured one 
scholarship, was second in order of merit at the last annual competition, when he was very 
little below the actual winner. It will be seen that he has taken full marks in three subjects, 
viz., grammar, geography, and physios; indeed, in all these subjects he answered correctly 
more questions than were necessary in order to gain full marks, so that his superiority to the 
other candidates is even greater than is shown by the totals allotted to him, and there can be 
but one opinion as to his qualification for the first place. The second in order pf merit was 
Eleanor A very a candidate from a country school — Fairhall, who thus becomes entitled to 
the “Country Scholarship." It is a singular coincidence that two years ago, when the country 
scholarship was first founded the sister of this candidate occupied precisely the same position 
on the list; and was consequently the first winner of the said scholarship. The work of the 
candidates was on the whole fairly well done in four of the subjects, but in arithmetic and 
grammar was not quite as well as it should have been by the (presumably) best scholars of the 
school represented. The average marks of all the candidates were as follows ; — geography 
80 per cent., physios 75, spelling 73, writing 66, grammar 63, mental arithmetic 50, and 
arithmetic 41. Although the grammar and composition papers of about half the candidates 
were not what they ought to have been, yet they were much better than I was led to expect 
from the work done on the same subject at the ordinary standard examinations. The 
arithmetic of several candidates was so poorly done as to completely neutralise the good 
results obtained by them in one or two other subjects. The arithmetic, grammar, and writing 
of M. Girling— the grammar and composition of Edith McMahon— the geography and 



writing of M. Horton— the geography of A. M. Jones— and the physios and spelling of S. 
Eckford— were all considerably above the average merit of the same papers worked by the 
unsuccessful candidates, and promise well for the changes of any of them who may not be 
excluded by the age limit from next year's competition. It is a matter of some surprise to 
many that no competitors for these scholarships are sent up from Picton, and while fully 
respecting the motives which I believe, actuate the Head Teacher in declining to nominate 
candidates I cannot help thinking from what I see of the general work at that school, that 
without any special preparation scholars might be found there who would give a good 
account of themselves if not actually successful, at these examinations. It may be as well to 
remind teachers, that next year the Tinline Scholarship will be open for competition by the 
girls and boys attending the public schools of Nelson and Marlborough.  
From Blenheim Borough  
Ben Keys topped the list with 547 
Millicent Girling was 3rd with 477 
Sugden Eckford was 4th with 441 
Alice Litchfield 5th, M Horton 7th, C Parker, 8th, A Wanden 12th 
Subjects were Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, Grammar and Composition, Geography, 
Physics, Spelling and Dictation and Writing  
Scholarship The Board resolved, in accordance with the results, to give the annual 
scholarship to B. Keys, and the biennial country scholarship to E. Avery 
12th February 1895 APPOINTMENT, In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Blenheim Committee, Miss Rhoda Barnett was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Miss Robinson.  
TRUANT OFFICERS. The Blenheim Committee wrote asking the Board to appoint a Truant 
Officer, in accordant with the School Attendance Act, and to negotiate with Sergt. Major-
Scanlan, who, it was believed would consent to the appointment of a member of the police 
13th February 1895 Inspector Smith’s report included At the chief school in the district the 
outcome of the examination, whilst by no means bad, yet shows how much it had Buffered 
through the long-continued illness and subsequent decease of the late head teacher. Mr. Lucas 
was a rare example of a man who, whilst an admirable teacher and a good disciplinarian, 
achieved more by his personal influence and through the respect, I might say the affection 
with which he was regarded by his scholars, than even by his undoubted ability as an 
educationist. Anyone taking the place of such a teacher would at first have a somewhat 
difficult task before him. The sympathies of the scholars would not readily be evoked in 
favour of a stranger with (to them) strange methods; and until he and his pupils come to 
understand one another, their relation to each other might for a time be somewhat wanting in 
cordiality. It would be premature to express an opinion as to the extent to which the 
traditional success of the Blenheim school will be maintained under the present Head 
Teacher, but, from what I have already observed since he took charge, I am led to hope that 
its reputation will not suffer under his management. The general condition of the schools it 
this district may be regarded as on the whole very satisfactory. This does not imply that there 
is nothing that it would be desirable to alter or amend; but that there has been throughout the 
district a constant effort to increase the real efficiency of the teaching, and that in nearly all 
oases this effort has been attended with a reasonable amount of success. The few larger 
schools have grappled with the whole of the Government Syllabus with results quite as good 
as we have any right to expect, while at some of the smaller ones— including a few of the 
household schools, I have been surprised at the excellence of the work done under 
circumstances not always the most favourable, 
12th February 1895 A special meeting of the School Committee was held last night, for the 
purpose of considering an application from Miss Morgan, head mistress, for nine months 



leave of absence (March 14th till end of year) to enable her to take a trip to England. She 
wrote that the trip would enable her to regain her health, which had been bad for the last two 
years, and she suggested she would acquire considerable information and valuable experience 
in her travels in regard to school teaching. There were present — Messrs. Mead (in the chair), 
Fisher, Jackson, Taylor and Purser (secretary). Mr. Mead, in taking the chair in the absence of 
Mr. J. B. Green, entered his protest against the transaction of important business with such a 
small attendance of the Committee — a bare majority, He gave notice that, if it was decided 
to proceed to business he would not exercise his vote. Messrs. Taylor and Jackson concurred 
with the Chairman, speaking to the effect that they were unwilling to place themselves in the 
position that they did not care to tempt adverse criticism on their action, and the taunt that the 
point was carried in the absence of most of the Committee. Mr. Purser held an opposite view. 
The other Committeemen had been notified of the meeting, and if they did not attend it was 
not the fault of those who did. He pointed out that the Education Board would meet the next 
morning, and that in fairness to Miss Morgan they should discuss the matter. After 
considerable discussion the matter was put to the meeting, and it was decided to proceed. Mr. 
Purser moved that the Board be recommended to grant the application. Miss Morgan fully 
deserved a holiday. Inspector Smith had informed him that a competent substitute could be 
supplied. He had written to Inspector Habens, of Wellington, and had been assured that the 
school need not suffer in Miss Morgan's absence. He took exception to Miss Morgan's 
suggestion that she would gain experience in her travels. New Zealand, he said, could run 
rings round Europe in all things, and it was more likely that the former would be the one to 
impart the wrinkles (laughter). Mr. Fisher seconded the motion. Mr. Taylor quite favored the 
application. In answer to the Chairman, Mr. Purser said that Miss Morgan's salary for nine 
months would go to the lady substituting her. Mr. Jackson thought that nine months was a 
long absence for a school teacher. He moved an amendment that, considering that there 
seemed to be an adverse feeling to the application among the Committeemen, and that the 
Chairman refused to vote, the matter be postponed for a fuller meeting. He had no objection 
to the trip, and if he could get the views of the Committee as. a whole he would be satisfied. 
This was resolved, the time for the adjourned meeting being fixed for this morning before the 
Board meeting.  
At the meeting this morning there were present — Messrs. Mead (chair), Purser, Jackson, 
Tunnicliffe, Fisher. The idea of adjourning last night’s meeting was to afford time to obtain 
the general feeling of the Committee on the matter. Mr. Taylor had expressed his views last 
night. Mr. Tunnicliffe who was not present last night now said that he was favorable to the 
application; and the Secretary said that Mr. Green and Mr. Ballard were out of town and Mr. 
Evan's views had not been forthcoming. Finally, Mr. Parser's motion that the application be 
recommended was put and carried without a dissentient voice. The chairman understood 
daring the discussion that Inspector Smith was quite satisfied that the schools would not 
suffer by Miss Morgan's absence.  
Mr. Purser was deputed to wait on the Board to recommend the application and also urge two 
other matters which the meeting shortly discussed. Subsequently Mr. Purser waited on the 
Board in reference to the School Committee's recommendation arrived at this morning, that 
Miss Morgan be granted nine month's leave of absence. The Chairman asked if Mr. Purser 
had any idea as to the substitute. Mr. Purser explained that Inspector Habens, of Wellington, 
with whom he had communicated on the matter, had suggested that the Inspectors of 
Canterbury and Otago be referred to as to a, substitute.  
He had communicated with those Inspectors, and there the matter rested. On the motion of 
Mr. Chaytor, it was resolved to approve the leave of absence, provided the Committee made 
arrangements for the carrying on of the schools to the satisfaction of the Board's Inspector. 



Mr. Purser brought up on behalf of the Committee the necessity of small harmonium for the 
Infants department. The present harmonium was being damaged in its continual removal 
from the main school.  
The Board decided that it would not be desirable to grant a harmonium, as they would lay 
themselves open to similar applications for such luxuries from other Committees.  
Mr. Purser brought up another matter discussed by his Committee this morning. The reading 
books for the corresponding classes for the boys' and girls' school were entirely different. 
This entailed great expense on parents; if the same books were used, parents with families oi 
boys and girls would be enabled to effect great economy by passing on the books through the 
family. The Inspector pointed out that the hardship was a case of six of the one and half a 
dozen of the other, for girls and boys had sisters and brothers in lower classes, and the books 
were thus handed on in any case. The condition of affairs pointed out by Mr. Purser was the 
effect of a division of boys and girls in the schools. After some discussion, during which the 
Board showed that they recognised the inconvenience and had a desire to remedy it, it was 
resolved to defer consideration of the matter till next meeting, in order that more information 
might be gained as to the expense of withdrawing one of the two sets of books, and 
establishing a uniform set in boys' and. girls' schools. 
14th February 1895 The results of the pupil teachers’ examinations show that out of 12 
candidates two failed to pass. Inspector Smith was the examiner, and the subjects were 
reading spelling and dictation, writing, arithmetic, mental do., grammar and composition) 
geography, history, school method, elementary science, algebra, and needlework. The 
maximum number of marks obtainable was 1170 in classes 4, 3 and 2, and 1040 in class 1. 
The following secured passes:—  
For admission to class 4. — L. Brewer, Blenheim, 835; E. Wanden, Blenheim. 703.  
For admission to class 3. — Rosalie Williams, Picton, 1027 (passed with credit); George 
Malcolm, Blenheim, 599.  
For admission to class 2. — Rhoda Barnett, Blenheim, 822, Blanche Ladley, Grovetown, 
801; Annie Harris, Blenheim, 655; Edith Keys, Blenheim, 625,  
For admission to class I. — Grace Cribb, Blenheim, 655: Florrie Harris, Blenheim, 61 °-  
20th February 1895 Truant Officers. — Constable Cameron has been appointed truant officer 
for the Blenheim School district, and Mounted Constable Sheary for the outlying districts 
27th February 1895 The Girls' School.— ln all probability Miss Saunders, of Christchurch, a 
daughter of the veteran M H. R., will take charge of the Blenheim Girls' School  during Miss 
Morgan's absence 
27th February 1895 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — A few days ago I saw in your paper that truant inspectors were 
appointed for both town and country, and should parents require their children to stay from 
school for any purpose an excuse in writing has to be sent, with all of which I agree; but 
when our School Committee, in the face of these laws, give our head teacher holidays 
indiscriminately, I j think the truant officer may be dispensed with. The Christmas holidays 
are scarcely over — since then a holiday for a picnic, and now another, forsooth, to “go a-
gipsying." Of course there will be two or three before Easter — St Patrick's Day, and so on. 
Really, I think it is ridiculous. To those of us who can only afford our children a limited 
education, such an action from a School Committee is highly reprehensible. They certainly 
do not strengthen the hands of their paid officers. Truly this is the happy hunting ground of 
the teacher. The subject, which should be of importance to all of us, must be my excuse for 
taking up so much of your valuable space. — I am, &c, Parent, 
Renwick, 27th February, 1895, 
6th March 1895 The Blenheim school children will probably go on a railway excursion to 
Picton on Saturday 



8th March The usual monthly School Committee's meeting lapsed last night for the want of a 
quorum. The committee is always in trouble about its meetings of late. Either a quorum (five 
out of nine members) cannot be obtained, or else the meeting is not big enough for the 
importance of the business. A School Committee Attendance Act and a good Truant Officer 
would remedy the evil 
12th March 1895 The adjourned meeting of the Committee was held last night; present— 
Messrs. J. B. Green (Chairman), Jackson, Ballard, Taylor, Mead, Fisher (acting-secretary in 
the absence of Mr. Purser). The Head Master reported re attendance that at the beginning of 
the year the number on the roll was 404, and at present reached 443, the following being the 
averages for the past weeks:— 1st, 297.1; 2nd, 355.2; 3rd, 376.7; 4th, 373; 5th, 385.  The 
average for five weeks was 375.4. It was resolved to draw the attention of the Education 
Board to the water supply complained of by Mr. Sturrock, to the necessity of gravelling the 
school ground, mentioned by Mr. Hilliard, and to other unimportant matters. The Chairman's 
action in recommending Miss Saunders as temporary Head Mistress was confirmed. Messrs. 
Dodson and Co.  wrote asking that the operation of the School Attendance Act be suspended 
for three weeks that children might be engaged in hop-picking. The Committee decided they 
had no power to grant such a request. The Chairman said the Truant Inspector had been doing 
good work, and a list of irregular attendants showed that 12 parents would have to be 
proceeded against. The fines thus amounted to 24 shillings. Mr. Sturrock forwarded a list of 
irregular attendants at the Infant School, and Miss Morgan supplied a similar list in re gird to 
the Girls' School. 
13th March 1895 BLENHEIM SCHOOLS. The Committee recommended that Miss 
Saunders, of Canterbury, be appointed temporary Head Mistress during Miss Morgan's 
absence in England. The appointment was confirmed. The Secretary said Miss Saunders 
arrived in Blenheim that day. In accordance with a request from the Committee, it was 
resolved to call for tenders for metalling the school ground in view of the approaching winter. 
15th March 1895 The boys attending the Blenheim Borough Schools will pay a visit to Picton 
tomorrow going by the morning train. A cricket match with the Picton school boys is one of 
the attractions. Parents wishing to accompany the children can get tickets for 1 shilling return 
20th March 1895  School Attendance.— Eighteen of the parents having children attending the 
Borough Schools have been summoned to appear in Court next Wednesday to answer a 
charge, laid by the Truant Officer under the School Attendance Act, of not having sent their 
children to school the statutory number of times in the week.  
The School Committee will soon be in a sound financial position. This means be much a head 
to it. Personal,—  
Tuesday's Colonist (Nelson) says: — Mr. John Smith, at one time Headmaster of the Bridge 
Street School, and later Inspector of the Westland district, and at present Inspector and 
Secretary of the Marlborough district, has been paying a visit to his old home. Yesterday Mr. 
Smith was a visitor at the Central School, a position virtually held by the Bridge Street 
School when Mr. Smith was at its head 
20th March 1895 A suggestion by Mr. Griffiths that as another means of obtaining funds Mr. 
Sturrock be asked to arrange a concert to be given by the Borough School boys (they having 
had the use of the Union's ground for years gratis), was deferred for future consideration. 
Marlborough Rugby Union Meeting 
25th March 1895 School Picnic— The pupils of the lower classes in the girls' department of 
the Borough School, and those of Miss Malaren’s private school, made a railway excursion to 
Picton on Saturday. The picnic was a most enjoyable one. 
27th March 1895 FIRST USE OF THE ACT. IMPORTANT TO PARENTS. (Before Messrs. 
T. L. Buick, M.H.R., Wm Avery and A. J. Litchfield, J.P.s). The first prosecutions in the 
Colony under the School Attendance Act of 1894 were made in Court this morning, in 



connection with the Blenheim Borough Schools. The number of parents fined was 16. Mr. 
Sturrock (headmaster) and Miss Saunders (temporarily head mistress) were present. 
Constable Cameron, truant officer for the town, also attended. The proceedings were unique, 
and at times highly amusing. Mrs.  Robert Middlemiss, who appeared for her husband, 
charged with the irregular attendance of two girls, pleaded that she had kept them away for 
hop picking. The teacher had given her leave to keep them away for a month, but had 
afterwards withdrawn that concession. Defendant then sent the younger girl, but had left the 
other one in the hop garden, on the assurance of the doctor that that place was more favorable 
to her delicate health than the school. Mr. Sturrock said a great many parents played high and 
low with the Act. Some parents seemed to feel no compunction in robbing the Education 
Board, School Committee, and teachers. The educational income was based on the average 
attendance of the children, and it was a standing disgrace to parents, knowing as they did the 
value of education, that they should keep their children from school without excuse. The 
younger child had not made one complete week's attendance. Defendant urged that it was 
hard indeed that children were not allowed to help their parents when possible. At times they 
had not a crust of bread to put into their mouths. She had to earn her own living, and when 
she had seized an opportunity by which the children might contribute for the once she was 
prosecuted. The Bench said that as the case was the first born of the new Act, and as parents 
generally would be ignorant of the details of the new legislation, they would be lenient. The 
Act provided for a fine of 2 shillings for each week in which the child did not attend the 
statutory number of times. As all the informations applied to only one week the fine would be 
2s for each child, without costs. At the same time the Bench coincided with the views 
expressed by Mr. Sturrock in regard to the absolute necessity for regular school attendance.  
Fred Birch, charged with irregular attendance of one child, admitted the breach of the Act, 
but pleaded extenuating circumstances He told his wife that regular attendance was necessary 
nowadays. His wife had been in the habit of sending the children to school so that they 
arrived after the roll had been called. So that though the child had attended, the register did 
not indicate their attendance. Miss Saunders pointed out that the regulations required that the 
roll should be called not later than one hour and a half after school was in. The Bench looked 
upon this, and the following oases, in the same lenient light. Fine 2s, no costs.  
Mr. Birch pointed out to the Bench that it was easy enough for the Truant Officer to go to the 
school and examine the register, but if he went out into, the byways he would find children 
whose names did not happen on the register. These were the children she was looking after. – 
For Francis Farr, charged with irregular attendance of one girl, Mrs. Farr appeared, and 
explained that she hurt first one foot and then the other, and had to keep the girl at home to 
help her. At other times her attendance was regular, Fine 2s, no costs.  
For Mrs. Osgood, Mr. W. Osgood appeared and said that he could not understand how his 
brother's name was not down on the register as he had it from Mr. Simson, second master, 
that the attendance had been good. Mr. Sturrock referred to the infallibility of the register. 
Fine 2s, no costs;  
For Wm. Christian charged with irregularity of 2 children, Mrs. Christian denied the charge. 
Mr. Sturrock gave evidence. Defendant pleaded that she had taken the children with her when 
she had gone out of town on business, as she could not leave them in the house by 
themselves. She had sent a note to the teacher stating the case.  
The Bench explained that it was defendant's duty to acquaint the Head Master with the case 
by note or otherwise. It was do good, as Mr. Sturrock had said, sending a note to a pupil 
teacher. The case was dismissed. Charles Verry believed that his boy was away one half day. 
Mr. Sturrock said the boy's attendance was very irregular. Defendant supposed there had been 
truancy. Fine 2s; no costs.  



Wm. Spears said that his three children were kept away for hop picking. The Mrs. had also 
kept two away on account of illness. The Bench decided that there was no justification by 
hop-picking alone. Fine 2s each child; no costs .  
B. Penney admitted the offence. His girl had been unwell once or twice. Fine 2s ; no costs. 
Mrs. L. McKenna did not see the need to bring her there to compel her to send her girl to 
school. The child was ill. Case dismissed, illness being a sufficient excuse.  
The Truant Officer withdrew the charge against F. Evans, the family having removed to 
Sydney.  
For B. Keys , who is in Picton, Mrs.  Keys appeared, and attributed the non-attendance to 
delicate health. Miss Saunders explained that a note had been sent to her too late. Case 
dismissed.  
Caleb Higgs expected the charge of  irregularity on the part of his boy was correct. He kept 
him away for hop picking. He asked Mr. Buick, as a member of the Legislature, to take note 
of the fact that the Act had been brought into operation locally just at a most  inopportune 
time— i.e., hop picking time.  
Mr. Buick said he had no power in the matter. The School Committee could use their 
discretion. Fine 2s, no costs.  
For Andrew Watson, who was up country, Mr. W. B. Parker appeared, and explained the boy 
was kept away to take his father's dinner somewhere. Fine 2s, no costs.  
John Page pleaded guilty. Could not help it ; would do better next time. Fine 2s for each 
child. Alfred Bowman, no appearance on account of illness. Fine 2s.  
M. Heglin, two girls; hop-picking, no justification. Fine 2s for each child, no costs.  
John Hodson, one girl. Mrs. Hodson pleaded guilty ; headaches in hot weather. Illness a 
justification ; case dismissed. Mr. Sturrock suggested that as the plea of illness was such a 
common one,  the bench require in future a doctor’s certificate .  
Some parents would not hesitate to abuse the excuse. The Bench pointed out that such  a 
requirement would entail considerable expense on the parents. They would have to accept  
the explanation of the parents, as they would know better than anyone if the child was ill, and 
it was not to their interest to debar their children from education for nothing.  
At the conclusion of the proceedings the Bench expressed a hope that the press would give 
full publicity to the necessity for parents to acquaint the Head Master with the circumstances   
of their children's  non-attendance if they wished to avoid Court proceedings ; also to the fact 
that the Bench could have imposed in each case a fine, including costs  of 9s, but exercised 
leanicy. 
29th March 1895 TO THE EDITOR. , Sir, — In reading in yesterday's , paper of the 
prosecutions of parents for failing to keep their children at , school, I was forcibly impressed 
with the necessity of the Act providing, in addition to a Truant Officer, another with 
sufficient means at his disposal to see that the children in needy cases were properly clothed 
and fed. How many there are at the present time who cannot get work, try how they may. The 
fact is, there is not work for them, and in most cases they are almost hopelessly in debt. It 
seems very hard they should be fined even the small sum of 2s. No doubt the children's hop-
picking money will be drawn on, if not already gone. Free compulsory education and 
scholarships are all very well for politicians to talk about. They seldom work out the desired 
end, unless that be to educate the t children of well-to-do parents, compelling the poor to bear 
their share I of the cost. To think of poor people deriving any benefit from the higher , 
standards or scholarships is quite beyond reason. The headmaster speaks of all-round 
robbery. He has ; evidently had the good fortune never to be brought in contact with want, 
otherwise he might have thought of , another robbery he omitted in his list. — I am, etc., 
Donald McCallum. Blenheim, March 28 



2nd April 1895 A school excursion party of about 200 will visit Blenheim from Picton on 
Friday next. The feature of the excursion will be a rounder match (advertised) between the 
Blenheim and Picton  girls. The sixpence which will be charged for admission will also 
entitle visitors to refreshments 
3rd April 1895 Girls' Rounder Match.— We are requested to state that no charge will be. 
made and no refreshments served, as previously advertised, at the rounder match between the 
girls of the Blenheim and Picton School , which takes place on Friday 
5th April 1895 The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. 
There were present all the members but Mr. Purser (Secretary), who is away from the district. 
Mr. F. V. Stratford applied to be admitted to the teaching staff as probationer. He had passed 
the 7th Standard under the late Mr. J. P. Lucas, and had maintained a certain pitch of 
excellency by private study. The application was granted. Mr. Sturrock, headmaster, reported 
that the attendance had increased considerably. The number on the roll was 434 ; the average 
for the previous quarter was 364 ; that for the last quarter 310. The improvement could 
doubtless be attributed to the absence of floods and the appointment of a Truant Officer. That 
meeting being the last one of the present members, he took the opportunity to thank them for 
their courtesy to himself and staff. Miss Saunders, headmistress, reported the attendance for 
the past quarter was 165, an increase of 30 on the preceding quarter ; the number on the roll 
for the past quarter being 201, the percentage of attendance was 80. She found the pupils of 
the school diligent and intelligent, while their discipline and manners would compare 
favorably with those of pupils in the best Christchurch schools. The Chairman, on behalf of 
the Visiting Committee, reported that the internal working of the school was very 
satisfactory. They were especially pleased with the behavior of the children, the discipline 
being the best they had witnessed for some time. They had visited the grounds with the 
architect ; the blackboards asked for had been supplied ; the matter of drinking 
accommodation was in the hands of the architect ; the architect's attention had been drawn to 
the dilapidated condition of one of the w.c.'s; and there was some trouble about the clocks. It 
was decided that the schools should close from the evening of Thursday next till the 
following Wednesday, for the Easter holidays.  
The Chairman and Mr. Mead were appointed a sub-Committee to prepare the annual report. 
During a discussion in regard to keeping children in school after hours, one member made a 
grave accusation against one of the junior teachers, saying that one child had received such 
treatment that the parent had thought it wise to withdraw him from the school. Some 
members considered the matter to be so serious that an investigation was advisable, but the 
opinion was expressed that, there being no formal complaint, the Committee could take no 
action. The passing of the caretaker's account concluded the business, 
5th April 1895 Another school excursion was carried out on the local line this morning, About 
300 school children, girls and boys from the Picton school, came through and put in the day, 
the girls with a rounder match with the local schoolgirls, and the boys with a cricket  match ; 
both matches being played on the ground 
9th April 1895 The following tenders were received: — Gravelling Infants' and Boys' school 
grounds at Blenheim :— Register and Co. £35 ; Wm. Gosling and Co. £40 93 ; John Higgins 
£32.  
Mr. Parker thought that the lowest amount would hardly allow a " living wage," and that it 
would be inadvisable to accept Mr. Higgins' tender. After discussion it was decided to accept  
Mr. Higgins' tender. Plumbing work at the Blenheim School, in connection with a proper 
water supply • — F. W. Adams, £7 153 ; W. Carr, £6 1s (accepted). FINANCES. The 
monthly financial statement showed there was a credit balance in Bank of New Zealand on 
April 9th of £1318. BLENHEIM. The Committee wrote forwarding the ap. plication, which 
they had approved, of Mr. F. V. Stratford that the position of probationer—The w.c  of the 



Head Master's department required repairing. The matter of repairs was left in the hands of 
the Works Committee with power to act. Regarding Mr. Stratford's application, the  Inspector 
pointed out the regulations provided that probationers should be selected from pupils 
attending the school. The applicant had left the school for some time. There were plenty of 
pupils who had both the desire to be a probationer and a prior claim. It was resolved to refer 
the Committee t] the regulations 
23rd April 1903 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS. 
BLENHEIM. The meeting of householders for the election of the Blenheim School  
Committee for the ensuing year took place last night at the school. There was an attendance 
of about 30 householders. Mr. J. B. Green, chairman of the retiring Committee, occupied the 
chair. The balance-sheet and report were presented. The former showed that the total income 
of the Committee for the past year wag £75 10s, of which £73 18s was the receipts from the 
Education Board. The sum of 32 shillings had been received as fines inflicted on parents, 
under the School Attendance Act. The expenditure totalled £71 14s, but with the balance in 
hand from lad year a sum of £16 11s 6d was available at the end of the term to be  carried 
forward to figure in the ensuing year's transactions. The report, after referring to the fact of 
the Committee having again ended office with a credit balance, said that it would be seen that 
the grants of the Education Board were sufficient to carry on the work of the Committee 
under ordinary circumstances . At the last meeting of householders the appointment  of a 
head teacher was considered to be a matter of grave importance. That office was now held by 
Mr. Sturrock— the Committee thought it could safely say— with credit to himself and the 
school. A few months ago a truant officer had been appointed by the Board at the suggestion 
of the Committee, with the result that a moon better attendance bad been brought about. The 
buildings and grounds bore evidence that the interests of the schools had not been neglected 
by the Board. The Chairman, in the course of his address, said that his views in regard to 
schools had entirely changed since last year, and he was firmly convinced that the 
establishment of mixed classes and one responsible head weald tend to exceedingly 
satisfactory working. Boys and girls should be placed on an equal footing in regard to 
intellectual attainments, and in these days of women to the front the girls should be given the 
same opportunities as the boys. This condition could not be better effected than by adopting a 
means by which instruction could be meted out to boys and girls alike. It was not his 
intention to seek reelection, and he only offered the suggestion to test the feeling of 
householders. He considered that he had done his fair share of work, having been three years 
in office Although sometimes be had felt his position as Committeeman and Chairman, he 
could say that his efforts had been thoroughly seconded by his colleagues, for which he 
publicly thanked them. He spoke of  the excellent education being supplied at the Borough 
school?, and said that it, with the discipline, would compare favorably with that of any other 
school in the colony. Mr. J. M. Brown pointed out that the number of schools  in the Colony 
in which the sexes were taught separately were only four, thus  proving an overwhelming 
majority in favor of the principle of mixed classes. Mr. F. Birch said a good deal of stress had 
been laid on the record of the Head Master, but the Head Mistress, whom he believed a very 
capable teacher, seemed to be ignored. It was pointed out that Mr. Sturrock’s name was be of 
tan mentioned because his appointment was a new one. Mr. Birch asked the Chairman for the 
status of the new Head Mistress, and whether he thought the results at the end of the year 
would be as good as those obtained by Miss Morgan. The Chairman deprecated the idea of 
taking up the role of Inspector and giving an opinion on the qualifications of a teacher; but be 
believed the present Head Mistress was thoroughly capable, and that she would establish 
good results. The report and balance sheet were then adopted. Mr. Gillespie, in moving a vote 
of thanks to the retiring Committee, which had carried out its duties most satisfactorily, 
referred to the anomalous position of the committees of the larger schools in having such a 



email voice in the Education Board representation. Mr. J T. Robinson remarked that it was 
ridiculous that a committee appointed to watch the interests of a school of 700 children 
should possess only the same influence in the selection of members of the Education Board 
as the committee of a small country school ,1 of 16 children. He seconded Mr. Gillespie's 
motion of thanks, which was carried unanimously. The election was then proceeded with. 
The following were the nominations :— Messrs. C. D. Stuart, C. Ryan, G. Tunnicliffe, R. 
Dixon, J. Bartlett, L. A. Browne, W. Gillespie, E. H. Penny, W. Houldsworth, E. Powell, J. T. 
Robinson, H. L. Jackson, and J. B. Rayner. Messrs. F. Birch, J. M. Brown, Green and J. 
Taylor declined to stand. The poll resulted in the election of Messrs. Tunnicliffe 24 votes, H. 
L. Jackson 22, J. T. Robinson, 22, J. B. Rayner 20, W. Gillespie 18, C. D. Stuart 17, R. Dixon 
16, C. Ryan 15, and L. A. Browne and J. Bartlett 13 each. The Chairman gave his casting 
vote in favor of Mr. Browne. A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the meeting. 
24th April 1895 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir,— l was very much surprised to see by your issue of last evening that 
the newly-elected Committee of the Blenheim Borough Schools had chosen as their 
Chairman a gentleman whose son is on the teaching staff of the above schools. The 
gentleman has on many occasions acted in the opacity of Chairman of the Committee, but 
was then in no way connected with the teaching staff. You will at once see the anomalous 
position, should at any time a charge be made against Mr. Robinson, jun., which may have 
been investigated by the Committee. No doubt Mr. Jas. T. Robinson would side with duty, 
but still it would place him in a very invidious position.—l am, etc. Householder. Blenheim, 
April 24th. 
29th April 1895 The girls Bounder Club of the Borough Schools played a match at Grovetown 
on Saturday afternoon with the young ladies of the  Grovetown school. The result was a 
decided win for the Blenheim girls, who are able players, by 37 rounders to 4. The 
Grovetown girls provided a nice tea for their visitors, who thoroughly enjoyed the trip. 
10th May 1895 The newly-elected Committee held their first ordinary monthly meeting last 
night, at the School. Present Messrs. J. T. Robinson (Chairman), C. D. Stuart, C. Tunnicliffe, 
H. L. Jackson, J. B. Rayner, L. A. Browne, B. Dixon, W. Gillespie (Secretary). Mr. Jackson, 
on behalf of the Visiting Committee, reported that, among other unimportant school 
requirements and repairs, the organ required attention and the girls' school ground levelling in 
places, The attendance appeared good. It was resolved to attend to the small wants in 
connection with the  schools, and to ask the Education Board to put the playground ii order. 
The headmaster reported that the average attendance was being well kept up, considering the 
prevalent sickness, the number present that day being 370. He said he had been approached 
by Mr. F. Stratford as his application for the position of probationer. He recommended the 
appointment. Mr. Stratford entered an application for the position, and it was re solved to 
approve of the appointment A similar request by Mr. Stratford was refused by the Education 
Board at its last meeting on the grounds that the regulations provided the probationers should 
be selected for pupils attending the school.  The acting headmistress, Miss Saunders, reported 
the average attendance for the past month was 165 out of a roll number of 191. The 
attendance, which was very satisfactory, would have been better but for the relaxation of the 
Easter holidays, during which time the compulsory clause of the Education Act was not 
legally available.  
The question of lighting the schools with gas was discussed, and , it was pointed out that even 
when the Committee was holding its meetings it was burning the headmaster's kerosene. It 
was remarked that proper lighting accommodation would be an , encouragement to a night 
school. It was resolved to ask the Education Board to have gas laid on to the headmaster's 
study and the boys' rooms.  



Mr. Rayner referred to the custom , of a former Committee of giving  prizes to the best school 
attendants (boy and girl) and suggested that the fines received from parents under the School 
Attendance Act be utilised in this way. The matter was left in abeyance. Messrs. Stuart, 
Rayner and Dixon were appointed a Visiting Committee for the next three months. Accounts 
were passed for payment, with the exception of one, which was subjected to the approval of 
the late Chairman, Mr. Green 
14th May 1895 The Board resolved to inspect after their sitting, some plaster work of the 
Blenheim School, which the architect pointed oat was in a dangerous condition. 
BLENHEIM. The new Committee wrote forwarding for approval their appointment of F. V. 
Stratford as probationer. The Secretary explained that a similar request bad been made by the 
old Committee and rejected on the ground that the appointment was contrary to the 
regulations, which did not admit of the employment of a person as probationer other than a 
pupil attending the schools. Mr. Parker pointed out that Mr. Sturrock had recommended the 
applicant, It was resolved to call the attention of the Committee and Head Master to the 
regulations. The Committee forwarded a list of requirements and necessary repairs.  
The Board rose to personally inspect the school and grounds, adjourning the sitting till 2 
o’clock. There were present in the afternoon — Messrs.  Seymour, Duncan and Chaytor. The 
matter of repairs to the verandah and the boys' urinal were referred to the Architect ; also the 
provision of a number of hat pegs. The Committee was empowered to obtain gravel for the 
temporary filling up of the holes in the playground. The Board was of opinion that re-forming 
was required, bat for the present temporary work would do. A request from the Committee 
for the lighting of the schools by gas was considered. It seemed to the Chairman that the duty 
of the Board ended with the day. The matter opened up a question of maintenance. The Board 
resolved that it was unable to comply with the request 
4th June1895 The  earthquake yesterday startled a number of folk in town. At that .Borough 
School brick building there was a general stampede of teachers and scholars, 
7th June 1895 The  monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night. There were 
present — Messrs. J. T. Robinson (Chairman), Stuart, .Rayner, Jackson, Ryan, . A. Browne, 
Tunnicliffe, Dixon and Gillespie (Secretary).  
REPORTS. The Headmaster reported that the average attendances last month were— boys 
331, girls 111, the respective numbers on the roll being 269 and 185. The total average 
attendance was 355. He asked for a blackboard, a clock, and six shovels and pokers. It was 
resolved to ask the Education Board for the blackboard ; to hold over the matter of supplying 
a clock; and the Secretary was instructed to enquire as to the shovels and pokers supplied last 
season and supply new ones if necessary.  
Miss Saunders, Head Mistress, pro tern reported the average attendance as 156, a 
considerable falling off from that of the previous month. The decrease was chiefly in the two 
lower standards, and was probably due to the unsettled weather of the last two weeks, and 
partly to the damp state of the playground, which made it almost impossible to prevent the 
younger children getting wet feet before they entered school.  
THE PROBATIONER QUESTION. The Headmaster enclosed a letter from the Board's 
Secretary, which said, that the employment of any person not a bona fide scholar was a direct 
violation of the regulations. Mr. Sturrock said he would be pleased to learn whether he was to 
take instructions from the Board or the Committee. The Chairman said that the trouble in the 
matter was that Stratford went to the Secretary of the Board, and mentioned his wish to get 
the position, and Mr. Smith had replied that it was all right, he would raise no objections. The 
regulations said that the headmaster was to make appointment in conjunction with the 
Committee. The Board was not mentioned. Mr. Tunnicliffe pointed out that Mr. Stratford 
would be placed in an uncomfortable position if after serving his term as a probationer he 
were to apply for a pupil teachership to a Board which had opposed his primary appointment. 



Mr. Browne thought that the fact of the boy not attending should not debar him from the 
position. He might not be the bona fide scholar emphasized by Mr. Smith, but he could be no 
less a scholar because he had not left school a year or two ; in fact, he might be a great deal 
better. The Committee generally thought that since it was so hard to obtain good male 
teachers, it was strange the Board should oppose the appointment, besides, the head master 
was perfectly satisfied with young Stratford's fitness for the position. It was finally agreed 
that if the case of the Committee should be represented properly and fairly to the Board their 
wish would probably be met ; and the Chairman and Mr. Ryan were deputed to interview the 
Board on 'the matter at its next meeting.  
MIDWINTER HOLIDAYS. In accordance with a suggestion by the headmaster, approved by 
the headmistress, the holidays were fixed to begin on June 21st and to end on July 6.  
THE COMPULSORY CLAUSES . Mr. Browne brought up a short discussion of the 
provisions of the School Attendance Act. He pointed out that the requirement for six 
attendances every week reflected great hardships on poor parents when children had an 
opportunity at certain times of the year to earn a few shillings for the family's benefit. He 
thought that the evil could be remedied by the distribution of a requisite number of 
attendances over a longer period than a week— a quarter for instance. The Act was also not 
as far-reaching as it might be in some respects. It seemed that those children whose names 
appeared on the roll were hunted up if they failed to attend, but many other children quite old 
enough to go to school were never troubled at all. He mentioned a fact that had come under 
his personal knowledge of several children who had not been attending school by any means 
as often as required. The Chairman said that if Mr. Browne would acquaint him with, the 
names of the defaulters privately, he would see that informations were laid.  
MISCELLANEOUS Mr. J. White wrote, asking that a tree in the playground overhanging a. 
house in the vicinity and causing the chimney to smoke, be cut. It was resolved to refer Mr. 
White to the Education Board.  
The Chairman mentioned the advisableness of planting some macrocarpa trees round the 
playground. The matter was left in the hands of the Secretary, with, instructions not to exceed 
an expenditure of £2.  
Mr. Stuart called attention to the fact that the fires of the schools were set alight too late in the 
day to be of much benefit to the children, who on a cold morning did not get warm all day. 
All fires should be alight at 8 o'clock and the doors and windows closed to keep in the heat. 
The Chairman undertook to have the matter remedied.  
Accounts amounting to £18 9s 8d, and including one of £13 for coal supplied by the Farmer's 
Cooperative Association, were passed for payment. The Chairman said the school had 
enough coal now to last all the year. 
11th June 1895 THE PROBATIONER QUESTION. Mr. Robinson, chairman of the Blenheim 
School Committee and Mr. Ryan, a member, waited upon the Board to urge F. Stratford's 
appointment as probationer. They explained at length the views and argument of the 
Committee as they appeared in the report of its meeting. The chairman explained that the 
Board would be establishing a bad precedent in breaking its regulations, which prohibited the 
employment of a person not a bonafide scholar, and the appointment would be an injustice to 
present pupils. As regarded the Head Master's remark as to who he should obey the Board or 
the Committee, it was quite irrelevant as the Board had only pointed out that the regulations 
could, not be infringed.  
Mr. Mills suggested that the matter stand over till next meeting so that it might be ascertained 
whether there were any present scholars willing to take the probationership.  
The Secretary remarked that he doubted whether the test under the circumstances would be a 
fair one, for the question had been on the carpet so long that the present pupils would be very 



diffident about offering their services, knowing that if they did they would be opposing the 
wishes of their Head Master and the committee.  
The Secretary said that he did not give the encouragement stated by the committee to 
Stratford to apply for the position, and even if he did tell him that it would do no harm to 
apply, he meant to convey the meaning that he would soon discover that the regulations were 
a hard and fast obstacle to his engagement.  
The chairman said that if Stratford were appointed probationer the Board would have 
practically pledged themselves to his appointment to the pupil teachership, which would 
occur at the end of the year ; this would be an injustice to present pupils who had been 
working under false impressions in regard to the regulations. After further discussion Mr. 
Mills moved that it was the opinion of the Board that the case was not one in which the 
regulations should be diverged from. The chairman seconded the motion, which was carried 
BLENHEIM. The committee forwarded a request from Mr. J. White, that a tree overhanging 
a house in the vicinity o! the school ground be cut. It was resolved to authorise the committee 
to attend to the matter. The caretaker wrote asking that defective drainage at the rear of the 
Board's offices be attended to. Mattes referred to the Works Committee 
17th June 1895 The Blenheim School Cadets paraded this morning at the school grounds, the 
weather being too wet to allow of the run of the town square. Lieut. Colonel Pitt was present, 
and watched the boys drilling. The company was put through the physical drill by Sergt 
Dodd, through the manual exercise by Sergt Girling, and the sword and bayonet exercise by 
Sergt Robinson ; and the company movement by the Captain and Lieutenant. At the 
conclusion of the proceedings Lieut. Colonel Pitt complimented the boys on their excellent 
drilling, and promised that he would endeavor to obtain for them a complete and regular set 
of arms with bayonets. They certainly deserved it. 
21st June 1895 School Cadets.— Captain Sturrock rewarded the School Cadets for their 
excellent record in connection with Colonel .fox's inspection visit with a couple of rides on 
the steam merry-go-round yesterday afternoon. About forty of the corps participated in the 
fun and greatly appreciated it 
21st June 1895 EDUCATION BOARD REPRESENTATION. The School Committee held a 
special meeting last night to consider the question of the proportional representation of 
School Committees on the Education Board. There were present :— Messrs. Robinson 
(Chairman), Stuart, Rayner, Dixon, Tunnicliffe, Browne, Gillespie (Secretary).  
The Secretary explained that he had considered it advisable to call a special meeting so that 
the matter, which had been threshed out by school Committees in other parts of the Colony, 
might be settled in time for the Parliamentary session which had just opened. He moved " 
That the Minister of Education be respectfully asked to introduce an amendment to the 
Education Act giving School Committees voting powers in proportion to the average 
attendance, and suggesting as a fair basis cue vote for each school up to 100 of an average 
attendance and an additional vote for every 100 or part of 100 exceeding that number." He 
explained that the resolution had been approved by a great number of Committees in different 
parts of the Colony. It had been suggested- to him that one in every 50 would be a fair 
proportion but he , thought that one in 100 would be sufficient. In this district there were 12 
schools with an average annual attendance of 50, 3 with 60, 5 with 100 1 with 130 ; 1 with 
500. List year the average attendance of the Blenheim school was 482; this year 516. The 
Blenheim school had nearly one third of the total number of the children in Marlborough. It 
was preposterous that a school of 528 should be represented on the Education Board to no 
greater tin extent than a school of 30. L . The Chairman coincided with the Secretary, and 
was pleased to see the matter brought up. As far aa the present Education Board was 
concerned the Committee had nothing to complain of  but that was not the question. The 
question was as to what was right.  



Mr. Browne thought that the Government would most probably provide for representation on 
the graduated principle. The motion was carried unanimously.  
It was also resolved on the motion of Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Tunnicliffe, to forward 
copies of the resolution to Messrs. Buick and Mills, M.H.R., with a request that they use their 
influence in the matter.  
At the conclusion of the special meeting, the School Committee transacted a little ordinary 
business of an unimportant nature. The Chairman said that he had seen the caretaker about 
the lighting of the school fires, which had been taken exception to by Mrs.. Stuart, and she 
had informed him that the fires were alight every morning at 7 o'clock. He would make 
arrangements for the closing of the doors and windows after the lighting of the fires, so that 
the heat might be kept in.  
The Chairman said that it was his intention to move at next meeting that the caretaker's salary 
be continued during the winter holidays. The action of the Chairman in authorising Miss 
Saunders, Head Mistress, to take a day extra at the end of the holidays, so that her trip to 
Christchurch might not be interfered with, was confirmed, 
5th July 1895 School Reader.— The new New Zealand School Reader is nearly ready. The 
Minister for Education says it has been a very difficult book to compile. He has submitted the 
proofs to experts 
5th July 1895 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
» The monthly meeting of the above body was held last night. Present —Messrs. Robinson 
(Chairman), Stuart, Tunnicliffe, Browne, Rayner, Jackson, Dixon. and Gillespie.  
FINANCES.  The Secretary stated that the credit balance at the Bank was £25 end the 
capitation received on July 1, was £19. Accounts amounting to a small sum were passed for 
payment ; and it was resolved to add to the caretaker's salary of £2 a bonus of £2 in 
consideration of extra work done during the winter holidays. 
 EDUCATION BOARD REPRESENTATION. Mr. Buick; M.H.R., wrote that in accordance 
with the request of the Committee he had asked the Minister- of Education if he would 
introduce an amendment to the Education Act in the direction of altering the manner of 
electing Education Boards, by giving Committees a number of votes in proportion to the 
average attendance of scholars. The Minister's reply was practically as follows After Mr. 
Buick had explained all the circumstances of the case: " That while the present management 
under which. the. Education boards were elected, was very unsatisfactory, he was of the 
opinion that seeing the large proportion of country members in the House, he was confident 
that no such amendment as that asked for could be passed. He therefore did not propose to 
introduce any amendment to the Act. 
Mr. Buick said that he would send the full reply shortly. It was resolved to write to Mr. Buick 
thanking him for his attention to the Committee's wish.  
PROBATIONER QUESTION. The Chairman reported his and Mr. Ryan's interview with the 
Education Board in regard to the appointment of F. Stratford" as probationer;  The Board 
refused to comply with the Committee's request, and it would be wise to accept the position 
and let the matter drop,  
VISITING COMMITTEE. Mr. Stuart reported that ho had visited the school lately. He found 
the closets in a bad state, and the fence in the vicinity required repairing. The Chairman 
undertook to draw the attention of the architect to the requirements. 
MISCELLANEOUS. Reference was made to the clocks of the school, and after some 
discussion it was resolved to leave the matter of procuring a number of proper timepieces in 
the hands of Mr. Jackson.  
The Secretary reported that the trees around the school grounds were progressing favorably, 
but there was a trouble about horses getting into the grounds' and causing considerable 
damage. It was resolved to ask the grounds man to impound any stock in the grounds after 



school hours. The matter of drawing up an agreement between the Committee and janitor of 
school was discussed  (Remainder blotted out with ink blot) 
ATTENDANCE FINES. Mr. Rayner moved that the money obtained from fines under the 
School Attendance Act be applied to the purchase of prizes for  the scholars making the best 
attendances from the resent time till Christmas, Mr. Browne seconded the motion.  
Mr. M Stuart pointed out that the funds of the Committee were barely sufficient to meet 
current expenses, and if there came an unusual and unforeseen demand the Committee might 
have reason to regret their step in pledging this source of income. It was pointed out that only 
in regard to the present quarter would there be any slackness of funds. It was suggested to 
defer the appropriation of the fine money to a later period. Mr. Jackson said that if the pledge 
proposed by Mr. Sayer were made, an incentive would be given to children to attend school. 
The motion was carried. 
18th July 1895 The Borough School football team journeyed to Govertown  (Sic) yesterday 
afternoon to try conclusions with the school team there. After a rather one sided game the 
Borough boys were declared  victors by 17 points to nil. The outing was much enjoyed by the 
boys. Mr. Simeon acted as referee. 
22nd July 1895  School Attendance.— Nearly 300 children were absent from the Borough 
Schools this morning. Quite an epidemic has evidently set in 
23rd July 1895 The present temporary closing of the Borough School, coming on top of the . 
earliness of the examination this year  being in October. it will  make their work much more 
difficult if a good record is to be obtained when  the Inspector coin, s round. The Head 
Mistress wrote to the School Committee last night that she was very unwilling to recommend 
the closing of school, as the examination being six 8  weeks , earlier made it somewhat 
difficult to  get through the work in time, and | after holidays it took some time to get the 
children back to school 
23rd July 1895 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
A special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the recent bad school attendance and the best course to be adopted 
during the epidemic of sickness consequent on the extremely cold weather. There were 
present:— Messrs. Robinson (Chairman), Rayner, Ryan, Tunnicliffe, Dixon, Jackson, Stuart, 
Gillespie (Secretary). Report s were received from the Head Master and Head Mistress 
regarding the falling off in the attendance. The former reported that 156 children were absent 
that morning and 153, in the afternoon, out of a total of 440 ; the latter that out of a total of 
191 there were 76 absent in the morning and 71 in the afternoon, The only excuses  were 
colds and sore throats. It was resolved on the motion of Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Jackson 
that the schools be closed on the morning of the 23rd (to-day) and be reopened  on the 
morning of Monday the 29th instant. 
24th July 1895 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
TO THE  EDITOR Sir, — I noticed on passing the Borough School this morning a large 
number of children returning to their homes for a week's holiday, and on asking the cause of 
this, was informed that the school was closed in consequence of 800 being absent through 
colds, etc. As lam anxious that my children should not lose more time, I went to the trouble to 
make further inquiries. In the first place I find that there were not 800 children absent from 
school, and that a great number of those who were away were not absent through illness. The 
real reason for this extraordinary proceeding on the part of the committee will have to be 
looked for in another direction. I understand that the capitation allowance paid to the school 
is based upon the average attendance during the time that the schools are open, so that when 
the attendance is not up to the mark (from a master's or committee's standpoint — note this), 
all they have to do is to close the schools until a good average can be relied upon, the 
teacher's salaries of course going on as per usual. Now, Sir, suppose the number upon the roll 



at our Borough Schools to be 500, and from various causes that number be reduced to 300, is 
it not by far the best plan to teach those 300 rather than teach none at all, although they earn a 
few pounds less capitation? There is no justice in sending my children home for a week, 
because Mrs. Brown's or Mrs. Jones' children have colds. I was very glad to find that Miss 
Saunders was against taking such a course. She doubtless recognises, as also the teachers 
under her do, that the lost time now (especially so soon after the holidays) means a lot of 
extra work later on, and when the examination is drawing near detention in school and 
cramming will be the order of the day. I know there are times when the schools must be 
closed, viz.., when diphtheria or other epidemic is prevalent amongst us and then only after 
consulting the doctor, but upon this occasion he was not consulted. If the committee are 
going to take upon themselves the right to open or close the schools I ad. lib., just for the 
purpose of maintaining a good average attendance, then I think we had better send our 
children to the Springlands or Grovetown schools. This kind of proceeding on the part of the 
committee is dishonest, inasmuch as they make the Government pay for work which has not 
been done both by way of teachers' salaries and capitation grants, besides depriving a large 
number of children of a week's education. — I am, etc. Frederick Birch. Blenheim, July 23rd, 
1895. 
2nd August 1895 Borough School. Inspector Smith has been spending the last two days in the 
Borough Schools. As this is his annual inspection visit, we hope to hear later on his opinion 
of the conduct of the schools 
9th August 1895 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Present; Messrs. J. T. 
Robinson (chairman), C. D. Stuart, K. Dixon, J. B. Rayner, 0. Tunnicliffe, L. A. Browne, and 
W. Gillespie (secretary). The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Head Master reported the number on roll and average attendance for the month to be as 
follows: —  
Infant School: number on roll, 158; average attendance, 107.  
Standard I.: on roll, 93; average 72.  
Standard II.: on roll, 52; average, 39.  
Standard III. : on roll 46 ; average 36.  
Standard IV. ; on roll, 37 ; average 29 ;  
Standard V. : on roll, 27 ; average, 23.  
Standard VI. : on roll, 21 ; average, 17;  
Standard VII.: on roll, 14; average, 12.  
Total number on roll, 448; average attendance, 335. 
 Miss Saunders (Head Mistress pro tem) reported the attendance for the month to be as 
follows: Standard VI. : number on roll, 25 ; average 20.  
Standard V.: on roll, 28; average, 19.  
Standard IV. : on roll, 34; average 26.  
Standard III. ; on roll, 57 ; average 43.  
Standard II. : on roll, 46 ; average, 34.  
Total number on roll, 191 ; average 144.  
Both Head Master and Head Mistress reported a constantly increasing attendance since the 
schools were re-opened, except in the two lower standards.  
It was resolved to appoint Messrs. Jackson, Tunnicliffe and Browne, as a Visiting 
Committee, for the ensuing, term of three months.  
The Head Master notified that the annual drawing examination, under the Wellington 
Education Board, takes place on September 4th, and asked the Committee to appoint a 
supervisor for the local candidates. It was resolved to appoint Mr. Gillespie as supervisor.  
The Visiting Committee reported that the fence was still down, having been damaged in 
carting soil ; hat pegs were required, also blinds and blackboards; the w.c.'s were in a 



dilapidated condition ; the taps and force pumps were also in need of repair. It was stated that 
there were only 140 hat pegs in the Infant School for the use of 250 children.  
The Board was requested to carry out the necessary requirements.  
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Rayner, that the Secretary 
notify the teachers that it is the intention of the Committee to give prizes for the best 
attendance from the midwinter holidays until the breaking-up of the schools."  
Mr. Gillespie gave notice of motion for the next meeting, as follows : — " That the Christmas 
holidays be adjusted, so that parents may allow their children to earn money by any outdoor 
employment " After passing accounts, the Committee adjourned. 
13th August 1895 BLENHEIM. The Committee wrote asking that several minor school 
requirements be supplied and repairs effected. The small requests were granted, and with 
regard to the application for improved closet accommodation it was resolved to instruct the 
architect to report on the cost of such buildings for next meeting 
13th August 1895 Football Not a Subject.— ln a report to the Education Board to-day, the 
Inspector said that he had found that the boys of the Borough Schools had been in the habit of 
going out of school for one hour every week to play football or cricket, Those games were 
not included in the syllabus, which was already extensive enough to occupy all the school 
time of the boys. The Board resolved to call the attention of the teaching staff to what was a 
breach  of the regulations. 
19th August 1895 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOL PICTON BOROUGH SCHOOL. 
These teams met in Picton on Saturday. The Picton boys proved too much for the visitors, 
and won by 20 points to 4. The match was played in the presence of a large number of 
onlookers and was contested in the best of spirits. Though our boys were beaten, they intend 
playing a return match in a fortnight's time, when they hope to return the compliment. After 
the match, the boys were entertained to afternoon tea in the schoolroom. They arrived home 
with the evening train, having thoroughly enjoyed the day's outing 
28th August 1895 The drawing examination of the Borough school boys takes place this day 
week, and the boys are working very hard to give a good account of themselves. No fewer 
than 93 candidates intend presenting themselves for examination many of the lads taking 
three subjects. The total number of papers worked will be nearly 200. Messrs. Gillespie and 
Jackson have been appointed supervisors for the examination 
31st August 1895 The Picton boys and the Borough School boys played their return match 
this morning. After a good game the local boys were victorious  by 10 points to 8. Esson 
scored for Picton, and McLauchlan and Taylor for Blenheim. McLauchlan converted his own 
try, and Horton converted Taylor's. 
2nd September 1895 FOOTBALL. 
BLENHEIM v. PICTON. The Picton schoolboys visited Blenheim on Saturday to play the 
return match. The day was gloriously fine, and more than ordinary interest was centered in 
the contest, for, although the game was played in the morning, a fair number of spectators 
were present, and these were well-rewarded, for both teams played all they knew to win a 
well-balanced game, which resulted in a local win, by 10 points to S, One feature was the 
neat appearance of the players — the seniors might well copy the boys and turn out in 
regulation uniform. McShane and Horton acted as captains, and the visitors, with the wind 
behind made the local boys sit up during the first spell, No score resulted, however, until well 
on in the second half, when the blues got on a fine rush which carried the ball near the line. 
From a scrum, McLauchlan drew first blood, and converted his try into 5 points. The visitors 
made the pace hum after this score, but from another rush Taylor scored and M. Horton 
converted. The visitors stuck to their game, and after a good rush Esson crossed the line, time 
allowing only for an unsuccessful kick at goal. Mr. Horton, as referee, kept the game in 
splendid control, and at the same time gave every satisfaction to all concerned. After the 



match, the visitors were treated to light refreshment in the school, and at 2 p.m. the boys 
dispersed, after giving three ringing cheers for the lady teachers who had kindly 
superintended the gathering 
6th September  1895 The Blenheim School Committee met last night. Present: Messrs. J. T. 
Robinson (Chairman), C. D. Stuart, C. Tunnicliffe, J. B. Rayner, R. Dixon, L. A. Browne, 
and W. Gillespie (Secretary).  
REPORTS. The Visiting Committee reported having that day visited the schools, and though 
the average throughout the month had been somewhat low, there was a marked improvement 
on the day of their visit. The necessary repairs reported last meeting had been attended to by 
the Education Board, with the exception of the additional closet accommodation, concerning 
which a sub-committee of the Education Board had met, and were to report to the next 
meeting of that body. A few repairs of a minor nature in connection with taps, tanks, pump 
and lavatories were mentioned. It was resolved that the report be adopted, and steps be taken 
to carry out the necessary repairs. The Head Master reported that the lowness of the average 
in the schools during the past month was due to the prevailing sickness. Mr. Sturrock also 
stated that he had been notified that the annual examination will take place on November 4th. 
The detailed list of the various classes was stated to be as follows : —  
 No on 

Roll 
Average 

Infants 164 117 
Standard 1 88 71 
Standard 11 48 38 
Standard 111 46 38 
Standard IV 36 31 
Standard V 26 22 
Standard VI 21 18 
Standard VII 15 13 
 444 348 
Miss Saunders, Head Mistress pro tern of the Girls' School, reported a steadily improving 
attendance during the month, though the average is still very low in the Second and Third J 
Standards. In all cases where the J required number of attendances had not been made, ill-
health had been pleaded as an excuse, but in some cases, at least, a very slight indisposition is 
made an excuse for keeping children away from school. The detailed list of attendance during 
the month is as follows : — 
 No on 

Roll 
Average 

Standard 11 47 36.8 
Standard 111 59 46.3 
Standard IV 34 25.7 
Standard V 27 23.1 
Standard VI 25 20.7 
 192 152.6 
 
INSUBORDINATION. A complaint was received from a parent, whose son had been refused 
admission to the school for continued acts of insubordination. After discussing the matter 
fully, and reading Mr. Sturrock's explanation, it was resolved that the Head Master's action be 
confirmed. SCHOOL RECREATION. The Education Board wrote, stating that the Inspector 
had reported that for some time past (before the present Head Master took charge) the boys 
had been sent for one hour once a week to play football or cricket, and that he (the Inspector) 



was of opinion that this time could not be spared from the legitimate work of the school, 
especially as there is already some time taken up with drill. The Board were of opinion that 
such a practice was contrary to regulations, and must be discontinued. The Committee agreed 
that the children were better employed in school, and coincided with the Board's action. 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. Mr. Gillespie brought forward his notice of motion to the effect that 
the holidays be so arranged as to allow children, whose parents needed their assistance, to 
earn a little money when there was work for them to do. After discussing the matter in a 
somewhat desultory manner, no decision was come to, and Mr. Gillespie withdrew his 
motion. 
9th Sept 1895 HAVELOCK SCHOOL V. BOROUGH SCHOOL. 
The Havelock school team followed a challenge to Blenheim on Saturday. On the ordinary 
circumstances a travelling team plays under a recognised disadvantage, but owing to the river 
being uncrossable the visitors had a long journey prolonged, Mr. Pickering, however, landed 
his passengers in the good time of 4 hours, and after some light refreshments the game started 
at 2 p.in. The local boys soon manifested superior combination ; the tough go the Picton boys 
gave them last week had a beneficial effect ; and now that they recognise  that there is science 
in the game may they remember it as long as they continue playing. They were very slow to 
drop to the reason why the visitors were being allowed so many free kicks, but players who 
handle the ball in the scrum or who indulge in offside play must be penalised, and Mr. Horton 
deserves every credit for putting down these tempting infringements, for youth is the time to 
learn. The spectators took a keen interest in the game, and the visitors were heartily 
applauded for the plucky up-hill manner in. which they fought to a finish. Where all worked 
so hard it would be unfair to mention names ; suffice it to say that the score of 17 to nil must 
in no way be taken to represent a one sided contest. Another adjournment was made to the 
school, where the lady teachers dispensed the ample supply of good things which were so 
kindly sent by ever-willing mothers and so highly appreciated by hungry boys. Before 
leaving for the homeward journey, Mr. Reynolds issued an invitation for the local school to 
visit Havelock. Mr. Sturrock returned thanks and accepted, promising to see that a trip was 
arranged during the forthcoming cricket season. 
10th September 1895 The monthly meeting was held today. Present: Messrs. Duncan (in the 
chair, in the absence of Mr. Seymour), Carter, Lambert, Chaytor, Parker, and Redwood. 
BLENHEIM. . A letter was received from Mr. John Miller, complaining that his son had 
received great injustice at the hands of the Head Master, in having been excluded from the 
school. The Board considered the matter in Committee, and resolved to adjourn till the 
afternoon, so as to allow of a personal explanation from the Head Master. On resuming its 
sitting the Board heard the explanations of Mr. Sturrock, Head Master, and Mr. Robinson, 
chairman of the School Committee, and confirmed the action of the Committee.  
12th September 1895 FOOTBALL. 
A match was played yesterday afternoon in the football ground by the Borough School and 
Catholic School teams, and resulted man easy walk over for the Borough. School boys. The 
match was. from the commencement of the game to the finish, very one-sided, as the 
combination and excellent passing of the Borough team were altogether too much for their 
opponents. Horton, for the winning team, potted three goals, and Millington, Dodd, Taylor 
and Carey also scored for the winners. At the finish of the game the score stood at 38 to nil. 
Although the beating looks large, yet many of the defeated played a good game, but want of 
condition told very soon as the Borough team has been in excellent training for some time 
past, At the conclusion of the game cheers were given for both teams. Mr. G. P. Browne 
acted efficiently as referee. 
11th October 1895 The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last 
night. Present— Messrs. Robinson (chairman), Tunnicliffe, Browne. Smart, Ryan, Dixon, 



Rayner and Gillespie (Secretary), Mr. Sturrock. head master, reported that the average 
attendance kept improving. Last month it was 379, the number on the roll being 444. Miss 
Saunders, head mistress pro tern, reported that the quarterly return showed a slight decrease 
in the average attendance for the quarter— viz. , 153.14, as against 156.8 for the three months 
ending June 30. The decrease was due to the fact that a number of children were kept at home 
on the plea of sickness during July and August. The attendance for the past month had been 
good, the average being 161.34, or 85.6 of the roll number -188.6. The improvement was 
perhaps due to the proximity of the examination, which commenced en November the 7th, 
The Visiting Committee (Messrs. Tunnicliffe and Browne) reported that they had visited the 
schools recently, and found the attendance good in view of the approaching examination. The 
Head Master informed them that though the requirements of the Act were met with, he 
thought a good deal of unfair advantage was taken of the limit of the attendance regulation, 
and the plea of illness. The schools had a clean and orderly appearance. The report was 
adopted. The Committee mentioned a number of small school requirements, which it was 
resolved to attend to. A. discussion took place as to the finances, and it was generally 
remarked that the funds of the Committee were quite inadequate for the proper and 
satisfactory performance of its duties. Finally it was resolved to inform the Education Board 
that it was impossible to carry out necessary re« pairs on the small pittance it allowed, and 
that an account from Me Harding of £3 7s 61. for repairing clocks, be referred to the Board, 
with a respectful request for its settlement, as the clocks were urgently required. Accounts 
amounting to £19 7s 6d were passed for payment. The annual examination of the Borough 
Boys' School takes place on the 11th November, instead of the 4th, as first decided upon. The 
Blenheim School Committee are unanimously of opinion, in foot always have been, that they 
are not by any means properly and sufficiently represented on the Education Board, with the 
result that their interests are not nearly so well served as the importance of their jurisdiction 
warrants. They were again repeating their old complaint that an unsuccessful endeavor was 
made last year to induce the Government to provide for the proportional representation of 
School Committees on Education Boards. The young hedge of macrocarpa around the  
Borough school grounds is thriving as well as on be expected under the adverse 
circumstances in the shape of stray stock. Considerable damage has been done to the plants 
recently by horses turned into the grounds to feed, end the School Committee are wondering 
how they can keep the gates shut and other entrances stopped so as to prevent the traffic of 
animals.  
The Secretary was instructed at last night’s meeting to spend a few shillings in conserving the 
shrubs. 
15th October 1895 BLENHEIM. A letter was received from the Committee saying that it was 
impossible to carry on their duties on the pittance allowed by the Board, and asking that the 
capitation be increased and a small account for three new clocks be settled. It was pointed out 
that the present allowance was under £80 a year, and as the cleaning of the school buildings 
cost £61 a year, and firewood, since the taking of office £14, there was very little margin left 
to meet incidental and unavoidable expenses. The chairman said that the Committee were 
certainly in straitened circumstances, but the Board could not afford to grant the request for 
increased capitation as it was not in the best of funds, and if the allowance were increased 
similar applications would be received from other Committees. Mr. Duncan referred to the 
remarks marks reported in the newspaper to have been made by the Committee when 
discussing the subject. It had been said that the Committee was not properly represented. He 
was very much surprised. He had always thought that the Blenheim schools had been well 
attended to by the Board, and that proportionately they had received the fairest share of 
expenditure. Mr. Redwood coincided. He thought the Board had been rather lavish than 
otherwise. Mr. Duncan took it that it was understood the members of the Board represented 



the district as a whole, not any single portion of it. Eventually it was resolved that the most 
important of a number of school requirements and repairs asked for by the Committee be 
granted and that the watchmakers account be paid.  
21st October 1895 BLENHEIM V. KOROMIKO SCHOOLS. 
A cricket match was played on Saturday between teams chosen from the Borough, and 
Koromiko school boys. The latter were unfortunate in only being able to put eight players 
into the field ; but in the second innings they were allowed to send three players in twice. The 
scores were : Borough School, first innings 39, second do. six wickets for 43 ; total 82. 
Koromiko, first innings 18, second do. 55 ; total 73.  
25th October  1895 Photographing. — The pupils of the Borough Schools were photographed 
en masse this morning. An interesting picture is anticipated. 
31st October 1895 Miss Cribb, pupil teacher in the Borough School, has been successful in 
passing the elementary certificate of the Thompson College, London. She also gained the 
corresponding certificate for Theory Honours. Mr. Sturrock, who examines for the College, 
was the examiner 
2nd November 1895 The results of the drawing examination of the Borough School, under the 
auspices of the Wellington Technical School, are very gratifying, and reflect great credit on 
Mr. Sturrock, head master, and his able staff of teachers. The boys themselves must be 
congratulated on the thoroughness of their work, and especially the five who gained full 
certificates. Such, success will be an incentive to studious application. It is pleasing to note 
that in these examinations the Blenheim school did as well, if not better than, Wellington, and 
comes out as high up the tree of merit as any other school. 
8th November 1895 The Blenheim School Committee met last night. Present — Messrs.  
Robinson (chairman), Stuart, Rayner, Dixon, Tunnicliffe, Browne and Gillespie (Secretary). 
The Head Master reported the number on roll to be : Infants 173, average 124 ; other 
standards 264, average 226. The average was staled to be lower cm account of the prevalence 
of whooping cough. He also notified the Committee of the results of the drawing examination 
(already published). Miss Saunders, Head Mistress pro tern, reported that the attendance 
during the month had been exceptionally good, the average being 160 out of a roll number of 
150, Unfortunately some of the children in the lower standards had the whooping cough, or a 
still better record might have been presented. The examination of the Girls' School has just 
concluded, and the Head Mistress  asked the Committee, iv considering the Inspector's 
Report, to remember that, as the examination is some six weeks earlier than usual this year, 
the children have only had nine months in which to prepare for it ; and also that a change of 
teachers in the middle of the year was a drawback to the progress of the standards under her 
direct charge. Six children were absent from the girls' examination through illness ; the others 
have all been presented. The Education Board wrote notifying the Committee that the Board 
would supply the hat pegs for the Girl's School und repair the traps ; also that they had paid 
Mr. Harding's account of £3 7s 6d for three new clocks. No mention was made of the other 
requirements asked for, and it was considered utterly impossible for the Committee to carry 
out repairs to the building on the small capitation allowed by the Board, consequently if the 
Board declines to carry out the works needed, they will have to go undone. The  janitor's 
salary was passed for payment up to November 2nd. It was resolved that Monday next 1 lth 
inst, be observed as a holiday at the schools. A desultory discussion took place re the prizes 
for good attendance, which are to be distributed at the break-up of the schools in December, 
and it was resolved to leave the matter over till next meeting for final disposal. The 
Committee then adjourned. As Monday is a general holiday the Inspector of schools has put 
off the examination of the Boy's School till Tuesday afternoon and following days. It is to be 
hoped that the parents will see that their children are punctual in attendance. 



12th Nov 1895 Examination. — Inspector Smith commenced his examination of the boys at 
the Borough Schools this afternoon. 
16th November 1895 The Borough School cricket team journey to Havelock on Wednesday to 
try conclusions with the school team there. We hope they will have a pleasant trip and that 
they will all benefit by the outing. The teachers intend accompanying the boys 
19th November 1895 Cricket.— The Borough School cricket team leaves the Post Office at 6 
a.m. to-morrow morning, en route to Havelock 
21st November 1895 Examination. — Inspector Smith commenced his examination of the 
boys at the Borough Schools this afternoon. 
23rd November 1895 It is announced that the essay competition in connection with the recent 
Agricultural show will be held at the Borough School on Saturday next at 10 a.m. 
3rd December 1895 The children at the Borough Schools are busy preparing for the annual 
concert to be hold in Ewart’s Hall Hill The programme will be rather an interesting one. The 
infants  are to contribute several action songs ; drill exercises will be performed by both boys 
and girls and Allen's school operetta by the older scholars will conclude the programme. 
Fathers and mothers may look forward to an enjoyable amusement.  
5th December 1895  
LOOK OUT  
FOR 
 BOROUGH 
SCHOOL CONCERT!  
EWART'S HALL, DEC. 17th, 1895.  
GREAT ATTRACTION !  
GREAT ATTRACTION !  
ACTION SONGS.  
CALISTHENICS AND DRILL.  
ALLEN'S CHARMING SCHOOL  
OPERETTA,  
“WHITE GARLAND."  
Popular prices, 8/- 2/-1 / 
7th December 1895 The Blenheim School Committee held their usual monthly meeting last 
even- ' ins, Mr. Robinson in the chair. There . were also present;— Messrs. 0. D, Stuart, : 
Dixon, Tunnicliffe, Browne and Gillespie, (Secretary). A report received from Miss Saunders 
stated that the average on the roll for the month of November was 231.3, and the average 
attendance 167.5. She trusted the Committee were ' satisfied that the teachers had fulfilled 
their duty to the children as would be , seen by the examination results. The Head Teacher 
wrote stating that a concert would be held in E wart's Hall on December 17, and 
recommended that . the prizes for best attendance at school be presented on that evening. It 
was ' resolved that the list of attendance  prize-token be made up to the Friday before the 
concert, and that the prizes be presented on the evening of the concert from the stage. It was 
resolved ' that the schools close for the summer holidays on the 18th December and re-open 
on January 26th, 1896. The Visiting Committee reported that I several repairs were urgently 
require I ' at the schools, (most of which have been , repeatedly asked for, and some of . them 
promised more than once) and the Secretary was instructed to write to the Board giving a 
detailed account of the same, so that they may be effected during the holidays. The meeting 
then adjourned to December 16. 
9th December 1895 Valedictory. — In her last report to the School Committee, Miss 
Saunders, headmistress of the Blenheim Girl's School, says :—" 1 cannot conclude the. last 
report I shall have the honor to make to you without thanking the Committee for the kindness 
and consideration which has made my work in the Blenheim School both easy and pleasant." 



Examination. — In the recent examination of the Blenheim Girl's School in standards 2 to 6 
inclusive, 169 were present and 159 passed. In the boy's school in standards 1 to 6 inclusive, 
246 were present and 225 passed. The examination in class X was reported to be satisfactory 
; and class P in the boy's school was reported to be greatly improved, especially in singing, 
drawing, and in general discipline. 
11th December 1895 BLENHEIM, The Committee wrote asking that as the examination had 
been held one month earlier than, usual, and there had been a removal of 45 pupils from one 
school to the other, the payment of teachers' in the boys' school for the last quarter be made 
according to the same average as in the previous quarter. The Board thought the regulations 
quite fair, and resolved that it could not comply with the request. The Committee forwarded a 
list of requirements and repairs needed in connection with the schools and school grounds. 
Mr. Duncan thought that some of the requirements were so trifling that their supply must 
come within the province of the Committee. The Chairman said that during the year the 
Board had expended £140 (£108 without the expense of gravelling the grounds) in petty 
repairs for the Blenheim schools. It was generally thought that the Committee had had more 
than their share, and that  they had been treated liberally. On the motion of Mt Baillie the list 
was referred to the Works Committee, with instructions to carry out any of the works they 
thought necessary, and within the province of the Board. ' Miss Lottie Brewer wrote asking 
for a district teaching license to which she was entitled for four years of pupil teachership. 
The application was granted and the Secretary was instructed to grant these licenses to any 
other pupil teachers entitled to them. 
the Inspector supplied a return of the number of pupils in Class X (seventh) in the schools of 
the district. The total number was 48. In the Blenheim school there were 7 boys and 4 girls 
who had been two years in that class, and 5 boys and 5 girls one year. The whole number in 
the Picton School was 8, and at Springlands 3. At the aided schools there were 10 such pupils 
18th December 1895 PRESENTATION OF PRIZES. 
In presenting the prizes at the School concert last evening, Mr. Buick said that he had been 
asked by the School Committee to present the prizes, and he thanked the Committee for the 
honor conferred upon him. The prizes were not given in recognition of any remarkable 
scholarship ; they were awards for good attendance at school, and certificates for proficiency 
in drawing, presented by the School of Art in Wellington. Perhaps all parents did not believe 
in the aims and actions of Sir Robert Stout, but the people of the Colony owed him a good 
deal in the matter of drawing. Prior to his advent as Minister of Education drawing was not 
taught in the public schools, but he made it a pass subject. Mr. Buick said he did not think 
that after the children had mastered the three r's their attention could be turned to a better 
subject than drawing. In all mechanical professions it was found necessary to draw sketches 
or plans of some kind, and, naturally those possessing a knowledge of the art would excel in 
their work. In civil engineering, architecture, and surveying a knowledge of drawing was 
absolutely necessary, and a proficient draughtsman must know how to use his pencil. If a 
good foundation was laid in early life at school, the higher branches of the art would be 
acquired with ease. Some people found it extremely difficult to describe anything by 
drawing, and after covering the paper with all kinds of marks would in the end not be able to 
tell which was the north and which the south of their delineation. The art was also a valuable 
means of recreation. It was refining and elevating, and its pursuit gave results which could be 
treasured, and appreciated in future years. The awards presented for drawing were the first 
full certificates ever won in Marlborough for freehand, geometry, scale, and model drawing. 
The school deserved congratulation for the success of their studies, and the Committee were 
right in making the presentation of prizes a public occasion. Speaking of school attendance 
Mr. Buick said he knew of nothing so discouraging to a good teacher as the irregular 
attendance of the scholars, and there was nothing which served as a better shelter for a bad 



teacher. It always seemed to him one of the greatest anomalies of State education that one of 
the finest education systems in 'the world, one of which  no country need be ashamed, was 
not taken proper advantage of by parents, a great proportion of whom neglected to send their 
children to school (applause.) He remembered when he was a member of the Blenheim 
School some years also frequently visiting the schools, and receiving as excuses for empty 
desks in the boys' department such explanations as, " Oh it is potato-picking  time," or in the 
girls' department "Oh it is washing day" (laughter.) That was all very well, but he did 
Hot think that parents should consider their own immediate benefit, they should think of the 
future welfare of their children. He did not pretend to be a prophet but he had no hesitation in 
saying that the young people would require all the education that could be obtained in early 
years, and that the persons who were the most ignorant would fare very badly in the struggle 
of life. He asked the parents to remember this and send their children to school regularly. 
Irregular attendance Was the bugbear of the education system, so much, so in fact, that the 
legislature had stepped in and made stringent regulations in the matter. He fancied that some 
parents in Blenheim were not altogether unacquainted with the provisions of this legislation 
— (laughter). The local fines imposed under the Act, had been devoted to the purchase of 
prizes for good attendance, so that after all " it was an ill-wind which blew nobody any good. 
" (Laughter). Mr. Buick then presented the prizes, and at the conclusion of the ceremony 
expressed his pleasure at being present at the concert, which, he said had never been 
surpassed by anything of its kind in Blenheim, and he hoped that the entertainment would not 
be the last given by the school. The following is the list of prize winners : — Infant School : 
Nora Sowman, Fred Marks, Frances Hutcheson, Fred Snow, Arthur McKegney, Irene 
Gosling v Etty Ball, Frances Anstice. Standard I— Cyril Croker. Standard II — Arthur Batty, 
Arthur Marks, Kenneth Tait, A. Rayner. Standard III — Eric Croker, Leo Attwood, Lina 
Silvius. Standard IV —Roy Simson, Arnot Leslie, Olive Litchfield. Standard V— Charles 
Stuart, Mary Brian. Standard VI — Charles Millington, Annie Rayner. Standard VII— 
William Girling, Arthur Rayner, Alice Litchfield, Annie Healy. The following boys received 
the . full drawing certificates gained at their examination held by the Wellington Education 
Board: Frank T. Robinson, Kenneth Moore, Wallis Douglas, Edward Mead, Arthur Rayner. 
18th December 1895 BOROUGH SCHOOL CONCERT. 
It seemed that the overflowing audience that crowded Ewart's Hall last night on the occasion 
of the Borough School concert was but a matter of course, and that the brilliant success of the 
entertainment; was quite inevitable. At all events the great interest that the public took in the 
affair was only what the teachers and pupils deserved, and the merits of the concert 
commanded. It is pleasing to know that the popularity of these public appearances of the 
school children is altogether undiminished, and that the high standard of excellence attained 
in this respect by the school in past years, is, under the new regime, being thoroughly 
maintained. The attendance last night was one of the largest that the Hall has yet 
accommodated, in fact the capacity of the building was overtaxed. The children acquitted 
themselves splendidly, and must be complimented. Mr. Sturrock, the Headmaster, and his 
able staff of assistants, must have given boys and girls the most thorough tuition in their 
various parts, and they are to be congratulated on the result of their efforts. The concert was 
opened with an overture by a full orchestra, and then a number of young children, seated in 
rows on the stage, gave six action songs under the direction of Miss Brown, Mr. Sturrock 
supplying an organ accompaniment. The items, from the opening number " School Bells," to 
the last one "Cock Robin," were very successful, the descriptive motions of the young people 
causing much diversion. An encore was demanded, and the youngsters much amused the 
audience by repeating the last verse, "If you want any more you can sing it yourself." An 
exhibition of calisthenics by a number of girls under the direction of Mr. Simson, was an 
extremely interesting item. The girls were prettily  dressed and executed their drill gracefully 



and with precision, the musical accompaniment also being very effective. Three choruses 
"We are merry," " Here comes one," and " Raise your voices," were rendered by the children 
in a style which says much for their instruction ; and the solo, with chorus, " Flowers," in 
which Miss Healy and Miss M. Lucas sang the solo parts with credit was a pleasing musical 
number. The cadets were very successful in their physical drill, which was directed by Mr. H. 
Robinson. The exercises were done neatly, athletically and in good musical time, and the 
boys received much applause. The presentation of prizes for good attendance concluded the 
first part of the programme. The second portion of a well devised programme consisted of the 
playing of Allen's 1 school operetta, " White Garland." The  piece was most creditably 
interpreted by the youthful performers, and both from musical and histrionic points of view 
was excellently presented. The children had been carefully and ably taught, and the dialogue 
was well spoken, the characters represented intelligently, and the chorus and solos sung with 
the best vocal effect. There are some J very promising voices among the scholars, and the 
choruses were strong and well rendered. Miss A. Litchfield took the principal part, that of the 
Queen. She represented the character creditably and sang her various solos very tastefully. 
Miss M. Tunnicliffe, as the punctual scholar, spoke admirably, and used her voice to 
advantage. Miss Agnes Healy represented the persevering scholar successfully, singing very 
sweetly, and Miss M. Girling, the generous scholar, Miss V. Robinson, the first scholar, and 
Miss Healy, second scholar, all carried out their parts with success. Miss D. Lane, a very 
young lady, who represented the third scholar, also made a fine impression, and Miss 0. 
Litchfield made a good hit with the song, " You naughty boy." Masters M. Horton, tardy 
scholar, E. Dodd, quarrelsome boy, and W. Girling, the selfish one, supplied the comic 
element of the piece, and they did not fail to take advantage of their parts. Master M. Horton 
scored ' a success with his solo " I am scolded." The choruses " Bird 1 Carol," and "Now to 
the Lord," ; were especially well rendered. It must be mentioned that the orchestra performed 
their part splendidly, the pretty music of the operetta being done full justice to. The following 
were the instrumentalists : First violins, Messrs. Cheek and 1 Rabbits ; flute, Mr. Snodgrass ; 
clarinet, Mr. Kerr ; cornet, Mr. E. Rose; 'cello, Mr. Hale ; bass, Mr. J. Rose ; piano, Mrs. 
Kerr. Air Sturrock conducted, with skill. We hope to often hear the schoolchildren in such an 
entertainment. These appearances have a useful, educative effect on the children, and Mr. 
Sturrock has good material to work on, so that nothing but success may be looked for in the 
future. 
19th December 1895 The girls of the Borough School presented Miss Saunders with a 
beautiful cream and sugar afternoon tea basin on the day of her departure for the South . The 
girls were greatly affected at the departure of their late teacher. Miss Saunders presented 
prizes for the best exercise book in the 6th and 7th Standard. These were won by Nellie Fee 
and Annie Rayner . The prizes took the form of elegant brooches 
 

1896 
1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Sturrock David A D1 Head Master  £    283.19  

1896 156 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret D1 Head Female  £    195.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Simson Charles E2 Assistant Master  £    150.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Brown Mary M D2 Assistant Female  £    115.00  

1896 156 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary E2 Assistant Female  £       90.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Robinson Herbert  E2 Assistant Master  £       84.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Malcolm George 
 

Male Probationer  £       40.00  

1896 156 Blenheim Girls Brewer Lottie  
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Keys Edith A 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  



1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Barnett Rhoda C 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Harris Annie M 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1896 321 Blenheim Boys  Cribb Grace 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1896 156 Blenheim Girls Harris Florence M 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1896 156 Blenheim Girls Carter Constance 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  
14th January 1896 The monthly meeting was held to-day. Present — Messrs. Seymour 
(chairman), Chaytor, Carter, Duncan, Mills, Baillie, Redwood. BLENHEIM. The Blenheim 
Committee wrote requesting the Board to pay it the balance of capitation due on the last three 
quarters. The Board had paid the Committee as having only one school, whereas they were 
entitled to be considered as in charge of two, viz.., the boys' school, of which Mr. Sturrock is 
headmaster, and the girls' school, of which Miss Morgan is headmistress, which had always 
been treated by the Board as separate and distinct schools. Under the circumstances the 
Committee had received only £58 13s for the three quarters just ended, whereas they were 
entitled to £ 80 6s for the same period, the difference being accounted for by the fact that the 
regulations provided that where the school attendance increased the capitation diminished in 
proportion. The Committee drew the attention of the Board to the fact that when application 
was made last month to have the salaries passed as on the previous quarter, on account of the 
examination being held so much earlier in the year, causing a decrease in the boys' school by 
the removal of girls from the infants' into the girls' department (their places not to be filled up 
until after the holidays) the Board contended that the regulations were hard and fast, and 
could not be departed from. The Committee hoped the Board would similarly regard the 
schools as two separate ones in regard to the capitation grant. - The Chairman said he had 
always regretted the separation of the schools some years ago. There was some reason in the 
Committee's claim. Mr. Chaytor thought that the request was perfectly valid, but if the 
additional capitation were granted the Board could not be looked to for the continuation of its 
past expenditure on petty repairs and small requirements in connection with the school. Mr. 
Duncan asked whether the Committee's claim would be admitted as retrospective. It was 
pointed out that, since the Board had been put to some expenditure in petty repairs and 
requirements in connection with the school, the Committee could not expect their claim to 
extend over past quarters. On the motion of Mr. Parker it was resolved to inform the 
Committee that the Board recognised that there were two schools, and that in future the 
capitation would be paid on that basis. The Works Committee reported having accepted the 
tender (£ 17) of Mr. Dixon for various repairs in connection with the Blenheim school. The 
work was almost finished. The matter of cleaning up the school grounds had been left to the 
Committee. The Works Committee and architect having reported the matter, the Board 
resolved to call for tenders for the supply of a Janitor for the Infant School. Mr. Duncan 
asked whether the Works Committee were satisfied that the works they had authorised came 
within the province of the Board. Messrs. Carter and Bed wood replied in the affirmative. 
The Committee was very short of funds, in fact the cost of a caretaker and winter fuel 
absorbed almost the whole of their capitation, leaving them next, to nothing to carry out their 
duties. The Chairman concurred in these remarks as to lack of funds. Mr. Carter said that 
when the Works Committee visited the school they found things in a very disorderly 
condition. The windows had been left open for the holidays, the blinds were flapping in the 
wind, and several panes of glass had been smashed, evidently as a result of this carelessness. 
The apparatus in the lavatory had also been injured. Mr. Redwood concurred. Mr. Parker said 
that gross negligence was apparent in the condition in which the buildings had been left. The 
Chairman said that a deal of willful destruction of property was carried on at the Borough 
Schools. Such complaints did not' come from any other school. It was decided to call the 
attention of the Committee to the negligent care taken of the school buildings. The Secretary 
was instructed to call the attention of the Committee to the fact that, as Miss Wanden had 



secured a teachership in the Okaramio school. Miss Brewer had ended her term, and the 
increased attendance warranted under the regulations another appointment, there were three 
vacancies among the pupil teachers, in regard to which it was necessary to make 
recommendations. (Remainder of report unavoidably held over.) 
15th January 1896 We congratulate the Blenheim Borough School Committee on schools, the 
success attending their efforts to obtain a fair and equitable capitation for the important 
school district for which they are responsible. As many of our readers are aware, the 
regulations adopted by the Marlborough Education Board provide for a graduated scale of 
capitation payment to school committees, commencing with 8s (Shillings) for a school with 
an average attendance of 30, and ranging from thence on to 3s per head for a school with an 
average of 500, at which rate the Blenheim Schools have been paid. The quarterly capitation 
allowed the Borough School Committee by the Education Board under this scale— taking the 
Borough School as one institution — ranged from £70 to £80 a year : a sum manifestly 
inadequate to carry out the duties of a school of each dimensions, with buildings of an 
extensive a nature; especially when it is noted that out of this sum no less than £52 is paid for 
cleaning, whilst it is necessary, we understand, to expend some £15 at least per annum in fuel 
for the winter months. It is absurd to assume the Committee can carry out the repairs to the 
buildings and other duties appertaining to their office in their entirety on this email pittance; 
consequently they have bad frequently to apply to the Education Board to carry oat repairs 
that were necessary to the buildings, which they, through lack of funds, were unable to 
accomplish. The Education Board could not help acknowledging the no- j doubted force of 
the Committee s contention, and have agreed to pay in future on the basis « f two distinct 
schools, the result of which will be to increase the capitation allowance to Blenheim by Borne 
£30 a year, thus putting the Committee in possession of much needed funds with which to 
carry out repairs to the buildings and school furniture, after paying for fuel and cleaning, 
which latter items, by the way, are out as fine as possible. This arrangement must of necessity 
prove more satisfactory than that which obtained in the past. The Board, naturally enough, 
did not care to be worried over every trifling expenditure on the schools, yet they scarcely 
troubled to enquire the reason why the Committee were so short of funds, and past 
Committees were hardly persistent enough in pointing out the injustice of the arrangement. 
To Mr. Stuart must be ascribed the chief merit of bringing about the innovation, and we 
congratulate him and the other members of the Committee on the success of their endeavors. 
Though the present Committee will not reap the benefit of the Dew arrangement, future ones 
will 
23rd January 1896 BOROUGH SCHOOLS. THE Blenheim Borough Schools will re-open on 
MONDAY NEXT, the 27th instant. W. GILLESPIE, Secretary School Committee. 
28th January 1896 The Borough School Committee held a special meeting last night, when 
there were present: — Messrs. J. T. Robinson (chairman), C Tunnicliffe 0. D. Stuart, J. 
Ryder, R. Dixon, L. A. Browne, and W. Gillespie (Secretary). It was resolved to recommend 
Miss Clara Farmar to the Board as a pupil teacher for the boys' school.  
It was proposed by Mr. Stuart, and seconded by Mr. Dixon, that Miss Healy and Miss Massey 
be recommended for the appointment of pupil teachers.  
Mr. Browne moved as an amendment, and Mr. Rayner seconded pro forma, that Miss Brewer 
be recommended for another year of office, and Misa Healy as a pupil teacher.  
The amendment was lost, and the original motion carried by 4 votes to 3.  
On the motion of Mr. Browne, seconded by Mr. Rayner, it was resolved to ask the Education 
Board to give Miss Brewer a teachership as soon as possible. Authority was given the 
Chairman to get weeds cleared off the girls' ground, at a cost not exceeding 16s; also to have 
a pane of glass placed in the lavatory. Messrs. Stuart and Rayner were appointed the Visiting 
Committee for the next month, and the Committee adjourned. 



31st January 1896 TO THB EDITOR. Sir, — I saw by your report of the last meeting of the 
Education Board, that the Blenheim School Committee applied for balance of capitation due 
to them since they took office, and that they were right in doing so is confirmed by your 
report that the Board agreed to pay them in future on the scale demanded by them. Now, sir, I 
hope the Committee will not be satisfied with this bone thrown to them, but be firm and see 
that they get what is their due. The Committee must remember they are only stewards, and 
will have to give an account of their actions to the householders at the next annual meeting. 
Hoping you will find space for this in your valuable paper, and thanking you in anticipation, 
— I am, etc. HOUSEHOLDER 
7th February 1896 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT Mr. Stuart has banded in the following 
notice of motion for dissuasion at the next meeting of the Blenheim School Committee: "That 
the teachers be required to keep a register of all corporal punishments inflicted on the 
children, stating the teachers' reasons for each infliction; and hand the same to the Committee 
every month." Speaking as a member of the Visiting Committee, Mr. Stuart said he 
considered too much punishment of a disproportionate and indiscriminate kind has been 
indulged in by some of the teachers, and that more discretion and forbearance would be 
advisable 
7th February 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last evening. Present — Messrs. J. 
T. Robinson (Chairman), Rayner, Tunnicliffe, Browne, Stuart, and Dixon.  
Mr. Sturrock, Headmaster, reported that the average attendance at the boys' school during the 
past month was 325, the roll number being 402. He asked that G K Malcolm be 
recommended to the Board for another term of pupilteachership, and recommended that 
Arthur Wanden be appointed a probationer. It was resolved to refer Mr. Sturrock's 
communication as to the retention of G-.Malcolm's services, to the Board, for favorable 
consideration, and that A. Wanden be appointed a probationer. Miss Morgan, Headmistress, 
reported the attendance at the girls' | school 4 during the past month was fairly satisfactory. 
The average was 170, the roll number being 218. A letter was received from the Education 
Board saying that, in accordance with the Committees request, capitation would in future be 
paid upon the average attendance of the boys' and girls' schools separately. Mr. Rayner said 
that he was emphatically of the opinion that the arrears due on this basis should be claimed. If 
the Board made out the case that the Committee had been compensated for the loss of income 
in the past in their being relieved of the expense of petty repairs, let the Board make out a 
detailed account of its expenditure in that direction and the Committee would give it credit 
therefor. Mr. Dixon said that it would not have been so bad if the Board had put the schools 
in a thorough state of repair before the adoption oi the proper system of paying capitation. 
The closets were in a very unfinished condition, and other requisites had been provided in 
such a patchy manner, Mr. Rayner proposed that the Board be asked to pay the an ears due on 
the three first quarters of the Committee's term of office as soon as possible, as they were 
urgently in need of funds. Mr. Stuart seconded the motion, which was carried. The Secretary 
of the Board wrote communicating a resolution of the Board '(made after hearing the report 
of the Works Committee) directing the attention of the Committee to the " gross carelessness" 
on the part of the teachers in the charge of the school buildings, and furniture, and asking that 
the staff be impressed with the necessity of more careful supervision in this respect in future. 
The Chairman said that during the Committee's term of office only one square of glass had 
had to be provided. The Board had made a long unnecessary rigmarole over the matter. Some 
Board members visited the schools during the breaking up for the holidays, the day after 
the school concert when things were a little confused, and they got a wrong impression. The 
caretaker had done her duties thoroughly. On the motion of Mr. Rayner it was resolved to 
reply that the matter would receive attention. The Visiting Committee (Messrs. Stuart and 



Rayner) reported that Miss Morgan required keys for her study door, and three chairs, and 
writing paper for examinations, and Mr. Sturrock had asked for some slight repairs to the 
teacher's residence. The urinals were in a bad state. The Chairman was deputed to procure the 
key, the matter of supplying chairs was held over till next meeting, and it was stated that the 
repairing of the teacher's house and the supply of paper came within the province of the 
Board. The improvements of the urinals was left in the hands of the Chairman. It was 
resolved to inform the Board that the Inspector of Nuisances had been complaining of the 
state of the closets and that new tins were required. Mr. W. Nosworthy was re-appointed 
auditor for the ensuing year, and a few small accounts were passed for payment. This was all 
the business. 
12th February 1896 BLENHEIM. Two tenders were received for the attachment of a lavatory 
to the Infant School, but one being informal it was not opened, and that of Mr. F. W. Adams, 
£14 15s, was accepted. The Committee wrote recommending Miss Farmar as pupil teacher 
for the boys' school and Miss Healy and - Miss Massey as pupil teachers for the 
girls' school. The Inspector said that he was sorry that he was obliged to make some adverse 
comments on this matter. The Committee had not made the selections they should have made, 
in regard to the girls' school. Miss Morgan, Head Mistress, and Miss Saunders, her locum 
tenems placed the names of four probationers before the Committee in the same order of 
merit, the names of Miss Healy and Miss Constance Carter coming first. The regulations 
provided that the Committee should be guided, in such a case by the special recommendation 
of the teachers. The Chairman said that it would be placing the Committee in an invidious 
position to refer the names back to them. The very fact of the latter two names being sent in 
by the teachers was a guarantee of the eligibility of the candidates. During the discussion a 
letter from Miss L. Brewer, a pupil teacher whose term had expired, was read. She said that 
she understood her failure to apply to the Committee for re-appointment interfered with the 
Board's decision, and she asked that her case be considered. On the motion of Mr. Duncan it 
was resolved to refer the question of the pupil teachers' appointments back to the Committee, 
with a request that they accompany their nominations for each vacancy, with the special 
recommendation from the Head teacher, mentioned in the regulations ; and that Miss 
Brewer's letter be referred to the Committee for favorable consideration. It was resolved on 
the motion of Mr. Parker, to retain the services of Miss Brewer pending the settlement of the 
above matter. The request of the Head Master, recommended by the Committee, that G K 
Malcolm be allowed another term of pupil teachership was granted. Mr. W. Nosworthy was 
appointed auditor of the Committee's accounts. , The Committee wrote asking the Board to 
pay the arrears of capitation due on the newly adopted basis of payment on the attendances of 
the boys' and girls’ schools separately. The Chairman considered it unwise to argue the 
question. It had been settled at the last meeting. The Secretary read a statement of accounts 
which had passed between the Board and Committee during the last few years, and also a 
comparative return of the monetary allowances made \o the Committees by Boards in other 
parts of the Colony. The latter balances of the Blenheim Committee at the end of the year 
were shown to be as good, proportionately, as in the years when larger grants approaching 
£200 were received from the Board ; it was also shown that the Marl borough Board allowed 
more capitation than any other similar body in the Colony, whose returns bad been available 
to the Secretary, except the Otago Board, and that a strict calculation as to the expenditure of 
the Board on behalf of the Committee revealed the fact that the latter was really indebted to 
the former to the extent of £29. It was considered the Secretary's statistics were equitable and 
convincing, and it was resolved to reply that the Board could not depart from its decision at 
the last meeting. On the suggestion of Mr. Carter, the Works Committee, with Messrs. 
Seymour and Chaytor, were instructed to draft regulations defining the duties of the 
Committee with regard to school expenditure. The Committee also called attention to the 



state of the closets at the school and asked that pans be supplied. It was resolved to reply that 
the architect had already been instructed to do what was necessary, and the matter would 
again be referred to him. Mr. F. W. Adams wrote offering to provide on the school grounds a 
hydraulic ram well for £35, and to guarantee its good working for two months. Matter 
deferred till next meeting 
12th February 1896 Inspector Smith’s report included Singing was only presented at seven of 
our schools. The most marked improvement has been effected at the Blenheim schools, and at 
Renwick the subject was taken up this year for the first time, with satisfactory results. In 
repetition and recitation there is much room for improvement, only nine schools having been 
awarded “good " marks in the subject, and five of these were small aided schools 
17th February 1896 PICTON V. BLENHEIM SCHOOLS. The match between the Picton 
and Blenheim schools resulted in an easy victory for the Picton school. The match all through 
was of a one-sided character, the victors winning by an innings and 97 runs. A return match 
will be played in Blenheim shortly, when it is hoped that the local boy’s will give a better 
account of themselves. 
7th March 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
» Tub monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night. There were present— 
Messrs. Robinson (chairman), Stuart, Rayner, Tunnicliffe, Browne, Dixon and Gillespie 
(secretary). The Head Master reported that the average school attendance last month was 318, 
the number on the roll being 419. The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance 
during the month was 174, the roll number being 220. An application by Miss Brewer, pupil 
teacher, for a letter of recommendation was granted. It was resolved on the motion of Mr. 
Stuart that the Education Board be asked what amount of subsidy they will grant the 
Committee, under section 57 of the Education Act, towards the establishment of a school 
library, It was resolved to thank the Head Teacher for his able exertions in bringing the 
children’s concert to such a successful issue. It was resolved to ask the Board to supply 
duplicate vouchers when paying all capitation or any monies to the Committee; also, on the 
motion of Mr. Rayner, that the School Inspector supply the Committee with a copy of all 
examination passes.  
Accounts amounting to £4 3s were passed for payment 
11th March 1896 EDUCATIONAL DEADLOCK. 
Committee and board at loggerheads. At yesterday's meeting of the Education Board the 
following correspondence forwarded by the Blenheim School Committee was read: — "That 
the Education Board be asked to what amount they will subsidise this Committee towards 
establishing a school library in accordance with section 57, part 2, of the Education Act.” 
That the Board be asked to supply this Committee with duplicate vouchers, on the payment of 
capitations or otherwise. "That a copy of all examination passes be supplied to this 
Committee by the Inspector.” In reply to your communication re arrears of capitation having 
been refused by the Board to be made retrospective (see your Secretary's letter of February 
12), we gather from the newspaper reports, that, it is the intention of your Board to properly 
define the duties of Committees as regards the expenditure of the capitation. This is a step in 
the right direction, and if managed on a fair basis will meet with the approval of this 
Committee, pending the adjustment of the question of capitation arrears, which we are 
willing to allow to remain in abeyance in the meantime. We would suggest that whilst 
drawing np regulations defining the duties of Committees, the Board would also define the 
positron occupied by your Secretary and Inspector. If our local newspaper reports of your 
Board's proceedings are reliable, Mr. Smith took an unwarrantable liberty in adversely 
criticising the nomination by 'this Committee of two pupil teachers, to fill up vacancies in the 
Blenheim Schools. The statement made by Mr. Smith, viz.., that both Miss Saunders and 
Miss Morgan reported in favor of Miss Carter and Miss Healy, is without foundation, as there 



was no such recommendation before this Committee, and it is the wish of this Committee that 
the Board should ask Mr. Smith for an explanation. The Committee has given this matter 
their most serious consideration, and have unanimously decided in favor of Miss Healy and 
Miss Massey being appointed as pupil teachers on the following grounds : — (1) According 
to your regulations preference must be given to children in the schools nominating, and as the 
two nominated have been educated in the Blenheim schools, for years, whereas Miss Carter 
has only attended these schools for a short time ; (2) Miss Healy and Miss Massey have a 
better attendance record during the last year than Miss Carter; (3) They, Miss Healy and Miss 
Massey, had better passes at examinations than Miss Carter ; (4) That Miss Saunders 
informed the Visiting Committee she had no recommendation to make ; (5) That the four 
names were sent up by Miss Morgan as all being eligible, and that she had no preference ; (6) 
That Miss Morgan can give us no reason why she refuses to give us a recommendation in 
favor of Miss Massey ; (7) That the Inspector of Schools told our Chairman to tell the girls 
nominated to go on teaching, as the Board always confirmed the appointment ; and the 
Committee can see no reason to now alter the decision, and now have much pleasure in again 
nominating Miss Healy and Miss Massey for the vacancy in the pupil teaching staff, caused 
by the expiration of Miss Brewer's term of office, and trust that in the future the Board will 
have more confidence in the good intentions of this Committee in defiance of any adverse 
criticism of your Secretary, which the Committee are of opinion should not, have been 
allowed." Mr. Smith said that first of all, with regard to the " unwarrantable liberty" which he 
was accused of taking in adversely criticising the Committee's nominations, the Committee 
seemed to forget that besides being the Secretary to the Board he was also Inspector of 
Schools, and as Inspector he had duties and responsibilities towards the Government outside 
those he owed to the Board. Inspectors were appointed to recommend anything they thought 
fit with regard to school discipline and management. He had not been 20 years in this kind of 
without knowing that he was liable to give offence, and he was very sorry that he had done so 
in this case. What he said was that the Committee; no doubt with the best of intentions, had 
Dominated persons not the most eligible; he at once called attention to the regulations, and it 
was his execution of this duty that the Committee took umbrage at. He thought that that 
explanation was quite convincing that he did not take an “unwarrantable liberty." The 
Committee, in asserting that Miss Saunders and Miss Morgan did not report to him in favor 
of Miss Carter and Miss Healy, accused him of telling a deliberate lie. He had nothing to do 
with the affairs of the Committee, but before Miss Saunders left Blenheim he reminded her, 
she having been in charge of the schools nine months, that there were two vacancies for pupil 
teachers, and it would be her duty to recommend eligible Candidates. She replied that she did 
not care to make recommendations, they would come better from Miss Morgan, but she 
would leave a memorandum as to the relative merits of four probationers. Miss Morgan 
returned from the Old Country and endorsed the opinions of Miss Saunders. He had obtained 
from Miss Morgan the correspondence which passed between herself and the Committee on 
the question of recommending the probationers. He plight have gone a little out of his 
province in securing the correspondence, but it threw such a strong light on the whole matter 
that he considered it wise to produce it. Mr. Duncan here interrupted Mr. Smith, and said that 
he did not think it necessary to go into the matter at all. They all had perfect confidence in 
Mr. Smith, and he did not think he was called upon to make an explanation. Other members 
concurred. Mr. Smith thanked the members for their kind remarks. He did not wish to go into 
the matter. He was quite satisfied if the Board was satisfied. In carrying out of his duties he 
did not care for the Blenheim Committee or any other Committee. He was not their servant; 
he was the servant of the Board and the Government. He only wanted to read the letters to 
show that he had been truthful. The Committee said that his statement was not true, but if the 
Board was satisfied it was true he did not wish to press the matter. The Chairman thought that 



the letters might be read. Mr. Smith then read the correspondence. The first letter was dated 
January 27, and was from Miss Morgan to the Committee, calling attention to the two 
vacancies for pupil teachers and asking them to recommend to the Board that Miss Brewer's 
services be retained for a year and only one new pupil teacher be appointed. The letter 
continued, “There are 4 probationers awaiting appointment and Miss Saunders placed them in 
the following order as regarded teaching power— C. Carter, A. Healy, E. Massey, E. Draper. 
If Miss Brewer's services are retained I would respectfully recommend the appointment of 
Miss. Carter, if not, of Miss Carter and Miss Healy." To this letter the Committee replied on 
February 18, that they had approved of the appointment of Miss Massey and Miss Healy as 
pupil teachers, and asking Miss Morgan to send to the chairman of the Committee 
recommendations in these probationers' favor, also a copy of passes and attendances of the 
eligible candidates named in her letter. Miss Morgan replied on February 20 that she saw no 
reason to alter her opinion as to the teaching capabilities of the candidates. "I still think that 
Miss C. Carter and Miss Healy show the most teaching power and it is on that ground alone I 
placed them first on the list. I thought that the object of head teachers recommending 
candidates as pupil teachers was to obtain the best, most hardworking, and capable teachers, 
but if that is not the case I must leave the decision in the hands of the Committee. The 
information as to the place the candidates held in the recent examination I am unable to 
supply you with as I have not seen the schedule of passes for last year. I have enquired about 
it, but it is not in the school. .  
One of the teachers suggested that perhaps Miss Saunders had sent it to the Committee in 
order that they might award the medals for highest marks at the examination." The 
Committee wrote back on March 3rd as follows: — “The Committee having considered the 
various applications for pupil teachers, as in your first letter you said you had no preference, 
the Committee has decided to appoint Miss Massey and Miss Healy, and they require you to 
send the special recommendations of them by Thursday next. The reply received from you 
was not as required. It is the Committee's duty to appoint, and yours to send 
recommendations as required." To this Miss Morgan replied on March 6th as follows:-—" I 
am very sorry to appear at variance with the Committee, but I cannot alter my opinion as to 
which of the candidates would make the best teachers. After seeing them at work with the 
classes I still think that Miss Carter and Miss Healy will do the best work. If the class of a 
pupil teacher is not in good order or fails to pass well, I, as Head Teacher, receive the blame, 
so that you can hardly wonder at my wishing for those who will do best in class teaching and 
management." Mr. Smith, continuing, said that with regard to one of the objections to [-Miss 
Carter's appointment her examination marks were only five less than those of Miss Massey, 
and everybody knew that a single examination was no criterion as to the knowledge 
possessed by a person, letting alone the fact that the principal consideration in selecting a 
teacher was ability to impart knowledge, "Mr. Parker remarked that the Committee had 
wrongly suppressed Miss Morgan's request for Miss Brewer's reappointment. Mr. Chaytor 
suggested that the Board ignore the Committee and appoint Miss Brewer and Carter as 
requested by Miss Morgan. Mr. Parker said that according to the regulations the Committee 
had no option but to accept the recommendations of the teacher. Mr. Chaytor moved that the 
Board having considered the above correspondence, retain Miss Brewer's services for another 
year, and appoint Miss Carter pupil teacher. The motion was carried unanimously. It was 
suggested that a resolution be passed vindicating Mr. Smith in the matter, but he said that he 
was quite satisfied with the expressions of confidence that had been tendered him. On the 
motion of Mr. Chaytor it was resolved to reply to the Committee that the Board reposed full 
confidence in Mr. Smith, Inspector and Secretary, and considered the action of the 
Committee in suppressing the correspondence that passed between Miss Morgan and itself, as 
most reprehensible. 



11th March 1896 The School Committee held a special meeting last night to discuss the 
situation. There were present: — Messrs.  J. T. Robinson (Chairman), O. D« Stuart, J. 
Rayner, R. Dixon, H, X, Jackson, L. A, Browne, C. Tunnicliffe, and W, Gillespie (Secretary).  
Mr. Stuart said that if the Board used the correspondence that passed between the Committee 
and Miss Morgan, they should have used the whole of it. It was false to say that the first letter 
was the one dated January 27. In a letter previous to that one Miss Morgan recommended 
four probationers and said she had no preference, and the Committee framed their decision 
accordingly. It had been said at the Board meeting that the Committee had suppressed Miss 
Morgan's real recommendations. How did they suppress them? Miss Brewer never applied to 
the Committee for a position. 
Mr. Rayner said that the Board “were losing sight of the special meeting held by the 
Committee at which Miss Morgan's first letter was received. That letter came to hand in 
December or early in January.  
The Chairman said that he was not all surprised that the Board had full confidence in Mr. 
Smith. He would reverse the sentence, and say that Mr. Smith also had full confidence in the 
Board. He was Secretary. Inspector and Board, all in one, and he wanted to be Committee 
also, but ho would not be while he (the speaker) was a member of that body. It was most 
unwarrantable conduct for the Inspector. He was ashamed of him. On a certain occasion he 
left the Committee's recommendations with Mr. Smith and the latter said, "Oh I suppose you 
have the recommendations of the Head Mistress."  
He replied No, Miss Morgan has recommended Miss Carter and Miss Healy, and the 
Committee have recommended Miss Healy and Miss Massey, for these reasons — Miss 
Morgan has no opportunity of judging Miss Carter's capabilities, because she had been in 
school with her only one day when she received the Committee's letter. Again, Miss Carter is 
a stranger in the place, and so has not the same claim as the other candidates."  
Mr. Smith referred to the regulations about the sanction of the Head Mistress, and he said that 
under the circumstances the Committee had done the best thing they could have done, and he 
told him (the speaker) to tell Miss Massey and Miss Healy to go to work, as the Board always 
confirmed the appointments of the Committee.  
He told the young ladies to take up their duties, and judge of his astonishment when, later on, 
Miss Massey's elder sister came to him and informed him that the Headmistress had told her 
Mr. Smith had informed him the appointments were not formal as the Board had not y«>t 
confirmed them. He then saw that Mr. Smith was up to his old tricks Mr. Smith was serving 
them in the same manner as he served them in a recent case in which an applicant for a 
probationership was disappointed of the position after his mother and sister had received the 
best of promises of assistance from the Inspector,  
When the case was under discussion he (the speaker) refrained from mentioning the sister's 
name as she was a teacher under Mr. Smith's supervision and her position might be 
jeopardised. It was Mr. Smith who wrote the letters, not Miss Morgan; the Board was not 
worth calling a Board, and Mr. Parker, who had no right to stop members in the street, was 
the worst enemy the Blenheim Committee ever had.  
Mr. Robinson went on to refer to Miss Healy's record, which was better than Miss Carter's. 
But social considerations had entered into the case, and the matter had all been settled outside 
the Board meeting. He was sorry he did not have an opportunity of telling Mr. Smith what he 
thought of him — in front of a witness, or the Inspector would deny everything. He felt very 
sore upon the point, and could not help speaking his mind. He did not like seeing Miss 
Morgan being used as a catspaw by the Inspector.  
Mr. Smith need not think the matter was over. He (the speaker) intended to bring it before the 
ratepayers. Mr. Smith had ignored Miss Saunders' letter, and tried to get her on his side. But 



Miss Saunders distinctly stated that all the probationers were good girls, and she had no 
preference.  
Mr. Gillespie; The sooner the Boards are swept off the face of the earth the better. 
Mr. Dixon: The Board is to the Committee what the Upper House is to the Lower. It bars 
progress.  
The Chairman said that the letters from Miss Morgan, read at the Board's meeting, had 
nothing to do with the case. They were an afterthought. The Committee dealt with the matter 
on receiving Miss Morgan's first letter, which the Inspector now suppressed, and yet the 
Board had the impudence to tell them they had “suppressed “the correspondence. It was not 
the Committee's duty to lay any correspondence they received before the Board. The 
Inspector did not know his duty at all events he did not act as though he did. He strongly 
objected to any of the correspondence of the Committee being used by anyone unless it came 
through the Committee. Why were the Committee not asked for the correspondence?  
Mr. Browne said the whole trouble arose from the overlapping of the duties of the two 
bodies. If the Committee did not have the power of independent recommendation they were a 
body of nonentities, and the Regulations were a farce.  
Miss Healy in the examination obtained some 80 marks more than Miss Carter, yet she was 
set on one side in favor of the -latter. The Regulations certainly said that pupil teachers 
should be recommended by the head teacher, but they did not say that such recommendation 
should come from the teacher in the first place, and that the Committee were bound to act 
upon it. He took it that the four candidates were submitted to them for the purpose of 
selecting the most eligible, and this they had done by choosing the two who were highest, 
both in marks and attendance, and who had also been trained locally.  
The Committee then submitted the two names to Miss Morgan for her recommendation, and 
in reply she said she preferred Miss Carter. It appeared now as if the Board looked upon the 
affair as a matter between them and the teacher, and ignored the Committee altogether.  
Mr. Rayner said Miss Morgan was strongly biased. Undue stress had been laid by her and the 
Inspector on the teaching ability and tact of their candidate. At the time Miss Morgan was 
asked for her opinion she had absolutely no knowledge of Miss Carter's capabilities, as what 
training she had received locally was under Miss Saunters, whilst Miss Morgan was away in 
England. Mr. Healy (father of one of the candidates) obtained leave to address the 
Committee. He deprecated the action of the Board; and as an old Chairman of Committees 
pointed out the prior claims of the Committee's candidates, and trusted that the Committee 
would not allow itself to be stultified.  
Mr. Stuart said they were in the same position involved in the closing of the schools against a 
head teacher appointed against the Committee's wish.  
Mr. Rayner: Supposing Miss Morgan refuses the girls; we can do nothing.  
Mr. Stuart: We could make it warm for the Head Mistress.  
The Chairman remarked that the Board had to “knuckle under “in Nelson in the case of an 
appointment against the wishes of the Committee. The past Committee gained their point in 
the case of the appointment of the present Head Master, and he admired their conduct" 
throughout the whole of that affair. This was a similar case. In the course of a conversational 
discussion, a determination was expressed that the Committee would not be ignored, but 
would assert its rights.  
Mr. Stuart said that so that some light be thrown behind the scenes, he would relate this fact: 
that before Miss Morgan went to England she particularly requested Miss Massey to remain 
in her position as a probationer, and she would recommend her for a pupil teachership on her 
return. The Committee decided to take, no action until they had received an official letter 
from the Board.  



The following additional correspondence bearing on the pupil teacher question is of interest: 
— Grant Road, Wellington, January 6th, 1896. The Chairman, Blenheim School Committee. 
Sir, — On my arrival here on the 1st instant, I received your letter, dated the 26th of 
December, and thank you for the information contained therein. I hope to be in Blenheim 
about the 25th of the month, so as to resume my duties on the 27th. Miss Linton has notified 
me that there are vacancies for two pupil teachers in the girls' school. Miss Saunders refused 
to make any recommendations, but left the names of four candidates, viz.., Misses Constance 
Carter, Annie Healy, Ethel Massey, and Eva Draper. She suggested that preference should be 
given to the first two on the list, as they are the best qualified to fill the position. — I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully. M. Morgan.  
West Melton, Feb. 26th, 1893. Dear Mr. Robinson, — Your letter re appointment of pupil 
teachers reached me this morning, having been somewhat delayed through being addressed 
care of my brother in Christchurch. You are quite right in thinking that I made no official 
recommendation of anyone for the position of pupil teacher. In a conversation with Mr. 
Smith, I told him that I was unwilling to make suggestions, as Miss Morgan, under whom the 
new teacher would have to work, knew the girls' several qualifications better than I. I also 
told him that my own observation led me to consider that Constance Carter showed the most 
natural aptitude for the work, but that I understood Miss Morgan preferred Ethel Massey. I, 
therefore, left the matter entirely to her decision ; leaving, however, with the Assistant 
Mistress a statement of my views on the matter of the candidates' suitability. Had it been 
necessary- for me to choose two pupil teachers I should undoubtedly have given the 
preference to C. Carter and A. Healy. But I know from my own experience in Blenheim that 
yon, the Secretary of the Board, and the Head Mistress of the Girls' School have all the 
welfare of the school so thoroughly at heart that you are likely to decide the matter much 
more wisely than would be possible for a stranger who was in the school for a comparatively 
short time. I should perhaps add that, except from current report (which is probably not more 
trustworthy in Blenheim than elsewhere), I know of no serious disqualifications, moral or 
mental, of any of the five girls who are desirous of obtaining the position. My preference was 
based mainly on the manners and teaching capabilities of the applicants. Regretting that any 
trouble should have arisen over the matter, I remain, Yours very sincerely, Sarah Saunders. 
You are perfectly at liberty to make what use you like of this letter, but if published I should 
prefer that it should be in full 
11th March 1896 The Architect reported on various works in the district, the contractors 
erecting the new school building at Canvastown are expected to finish at the end of the 
month. A lavatory had been attached to the Infant School, and six new pans had been 
supplied to the school closets, which were now in the best condition 
DUPLICATE VOUCHERS In regard to the application of the Blenheim School Committee 
fox duplicate vouchers of payment of monies to the Committee and copies of examination 
papers, the Secretary said the requests were altogether unusual. He did not mind the extra 
labor, but he did not understand what reasons the Committee had in asking for these 
documents. A copy of examination passes was always sent to the teacher. On the motion of 
Mr. Duncan it was resolved to inform the Committee that duplicate vouchers and copies of 
the examination passes would be supplied if the original documents had been destroyed.  
SCHOOL LIBRARIES. With reference to the .question of establishing school libraries, 
referred to in the Blenheim School Committee's letter, published in another part of this issue, 
the following discussion took place: — Mr. Duncan moved that the Board subsidise the 
Committee to the extent of £25, subject to provision being made for the safe custody of the 
books and care thereof. Mr. Parker seconded.  
The Secretary said that the balance next month would be very much diminished, as there 
were several liabilities to meet shortly. Mr. Chaytor moved that the matter be deferred for a 



month, so that the condition of the finances might be ascertained. The object in question was 
a most desirable one, but it must be borne in mind that if they granted a subsidy to one 
Committee they could not refuse others, and before coming to a decision it would be wise to 
consider their financial position. Mr. Redwood seconded. Messrs. Baillie and Carter 
expressed themselves as wholly favorable to the object, but of the opinion that the Board 
should not commit itself without being fully satisfied as to the finances. Mr. Duncan replied 
that the Board would be in <t good financial position even after the demands of the present 
month had been satisfied. 
13th March 1896 A special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last evening 
when the following solution was passed; That a holiday be granted the children on Friday, 
13th Mach, and also a half holiday on Tuesday, 17th March, being St. Patrick's Day. 
14th March 1896 PICTON V BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. 
The scholars of the Picton School had a trip to Blenheim yesterday and advantage was taken 
of the occasion to play the return match versus the Borough School team. The weather was 
gloriously fine for the outing, and the cricket match, which was the feature of the picnic, 
attracted a large crowd of spectators, including, of course, hosts of youthful barrackers of 
both sexes. The teams adjourned for lunch at 1 p.m.; the local lady teachers with 
characteristic good nature, saw that one and all were well attended to. the hot water for the 
tea being kindly supplied by Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire, thus saving a deal of trouble to the 
entertainers. Esson, on behalf of the visitors, won the toss, and took the field, Horton and 
Bottrell facing the bowling. Bottrell soon lost his wicket but the skipper saw eight others go 
before. Fell bowled him after a patient innings for 16. Millington hit hard for his 10, Girling 
was good on the leg for his 8, and Dames played carefully for a like contribution, the innings 
closing for 59.  
The local boys were very slow indeed in making up their minds whether to run or not, and 
this hesitation cost several of them their wickets, for the visitors were particularly smart on 
the field. For the visitors Fell 11 and W. Esson 15 made a good stand, taking the score from 
12 to 37, when Fell was well caught by Ewart at point. A. Esson 6 and G. Doyle not out 8, 
played carefully. Prior to the luncheon adjournment the fielding of the local Boys had 
compared favourably with that of the visitors, but on resuming it fell off, particularly behind 
the sticks, no less than 20 byes being registered against the long stop The innings closed for 
70. In their second effort Wanden 23, was the local star; he hit out all round the wicket before 
he was run out: Bottrell 7, Moore and Ewart with 5 apiece, being the best contributors 
towards a total of 6». With 56 to win, Fell and Fisk 11 made the field sit up. Sealy 15, 
followed by W. Esson 16. made the required number. Messrs. Howard and Sturrock, as 
umpires, and Miss Williams and Master Furness as scorers, acted during the game. The 
afternoon train bad been delayed until 5.50. when the platform presented truly a holiday 
appearance. Judging by the countenances and lung power exercised the visitors had had a 
thoroughly enjoyable day's outing. Special mention must be made of the kindness of the Ven. 
Archdeacon Grace, who unhesitatingly lent the cups and saucers necessary for the occasion. 
21st March 1896 LETTER FROM THE BOARD'S OH AIRMAN. OPEN THE SCHOOL OR 
HAND OVER THE KEYS.  
The following letter was received by Mr. J. T. Robinson, Chairman of the Blenheim School 
Committee, this morning: — Picton, March 20th, 1896. The Chairman of the School 
Committee, Blenheim. Sir,-— I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Secretary's letter on 
yesterday's date, informing me that the Committee has closed the Girls' School, and intend to 
keep it go closed until the Board complies with the Act, and their own regulations," Without 
at present wishing to enter into the merits of the questions in dispute between the Education 
Board and the School Committee, it seems to me so obviously inconvenient and undesirable 
that the school should be closed, to the detriment of the pupils, that I must request you either 



to re-open the school or else to hand me the keys of the building. Assuming that you may 
wish to consult your Committee after the receipt of this letter, I propose to attend in person at 
the office of the Education Board on Thursday morning next; which will, I hope, give you 
sufficient time for this purpose. On that date I trust to see the school again at work, but if not 
I shall expect the keys to be handed to me. I have, etc., A. P. Seymour Chairman Education 
Board 
21st March 1896 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Allow me as a householder to protest warmly 
against the closing of the Borough Girls' School by the School Committee. It is, in the first 
place, an insult to the parents who send their children, as it was done without notice. Also it 
showed great want of respect towards the fair sex engaged under appointment from the 
Education Board, who were not directly concerned in the dispute, that they were not informed 
beforehand respecting the Committee's intentions. Temporary arrangements could have been 
made with the Headmistress for carrying on the girls' school in some way. Respecting the 
dispute I shall have something to say further on. But regarding keeping the Borough Schools 
open the duty of the Committee is quite clear from the following extracts from Education 
Acts. Section 84, Education Act '1877, provides that "Every Public School" shall be 
conducted according to regulations, of which the second one runs as follows :— " The school 
shall be kept open five days in each week for at least four hours (then follow particulars): —, 
passed, October, 1894, to "promote regular attendance at Public Schools" says : — " Subject 
to the provisions of the Principal Act (the Education Act of 1877) between the age of 7 years 
and the age of 18 years is hereby required to attend some public school at least six times a 
week, morning attendance and afternoon attendance being counted separately." Now as any 
Committee have, according to the Education Act of 1877, “the management of educational 
matters within the school district, subject to the general supervision and control of the Board, 
and to inspection by an Inspector." The present Blenheim School Committee are obliged to 
carry out- the compulsory provisions regarding attendance at their school, and therefore must 
keep their school open. Regarding the re-appointment of Miss Brewer as pupil teacher, I 
would beg to submit to the Board, the Committee, and fellow householders the following 
points in her favor; — 1st She was appointed originally as pupil teacher before the present 
regulations about pupil teachers came into force, so that her case must be regarded 
independently of these regulations. 2nd. She has passed the E certificate examination in all 
but the subjects set, thus gaining a “partial pass " certificate. She thus passes the greatest 
qualification of all the four candidate pupil teachers. 3rd. To oppose her re-appointment (after 
four years’ service especially) to make room for an inexperienced hand seems ridiculous. On 
the same principle Messrs. Snodgrass, Jenkins, and McIntosh ought to discharge all their 
clerks of four years standing, replacing them by inexperienced office boys. I trust the 
Committee will on second thoughts see their folly in this instance. Expecting the remaining 
three rival pupil teachers, I make no remark. No doubt efforts will be made from all sides 
compelling the re-opening of the girls' school. I hear of a mandamus being applied for. I trust 
the Committee won't go to extremes, awaiting such a result. — I am, etc. Householder. 
24th March 1896 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Mr. Chaytor's action as a member of the 
Education Board on the above question; strikes the observer as most inconsistent. For 
instance at the Board meeting held on February 9th last, Mr. Chaytor (who on that date 
occupied the chair in Mr. Seymour's absence) is reported as saying that "it would be placing 
the Committee in a very invidious position to refer the names back to them. The very fact of 
the latter two names (Misses Massey and Draper) being sent in by the teacher was a 
guarantee of the eligibility of the candidates." With these words of common sense no one 
could reasonably find fault, for they were doubtless the outspoken result of honest conviction. 
But mark the change in Mr. Chaytor's demeanor at the next Board meeting a month later. In 
the meantime (if current report be correct) the matter had been settled in sundry informal 



meetings between the Inspector and several members of the Education Board, and as a result 
we find Mr. Chaytor at the meeting of the latter body, held on March 10th delivering himself 
in quite a different manner, suggesting "that the Board ignore the Committee, and appoint 
Miss Brewer and Miss Carter." He forthwith moved a resolution to this effect, following it up 
with another one expressing full confidence in Mr. Smith, the Inspector, and I considering the 
action of the Committee in “suppressing the correspondence  that passed between Miss 
Morgan and itself as most reprehensible." This latter part is rather rich, and fittingly caps the 
climax of absurdity. I have yet to learn that it is part of the duty of a School Committee to lay 
its correspondence before the Education Board, in order I presume, to see if the decision they 
arrived at is the same as the Board would arrive at under like circumstances. Sir, the 
contention is quite absurd. Any correspondence that the Committee receives is its own 
property, and as a body of reasonable men they are quite as able to form an intelligent 
opinion on matters appertaining to the schools as top Board members. Indeed, being directly 
elected by the householders, they are far more likely to act in conformity with the interests of 
the Blenheim schools than the Board members, who, with a single exception represent 
outlying country districts, and at times show a careless disregard for the interests of the 
Blenheim schools, which earn most of the Government capitation by which the country 
schools are maintained. This talk of suppressing correspondence is supremely ridiculous. 
Committees have never been in the habit of laying their correspondence before the Board, 
and until the present instance occurred the Board never put in a claim for this to be done. If 
the Board wishes the correspondence of the Blenheim School Committee to be submitted to 
them, to be consistent they must require the same of all the other Committees, and they will 
then find their hands full, with a vengeance; and they will require three or four days each 
month to transact their business. — I am, etc. Blenheim School Committeeman 
25th March 1896 Up to the present we have refrained from commenting on the dispute 
between the Blenheim School Committee and the Marlborough Education Board, in the hope 
that a reasonable and honorable settlement might ere now have been arrived at. 
Unfortunately, the Board has decided to totally ignore the protests and recommendations of 
the Committee, and we now feel compelled to j refer to the matters in dispute at some length. 
We have no hesitation in saying that except in one or two points of minor importance we 
support the attitude taken up by the Committee, who, we feel sure, will in its turn be backed 
up by the force of public opinion from one end of Blenheim to the other. It seems to us that 
the Committee has made out a very strong case against the Board and the Inspector, and that 
by acting as it has done the Board and its official have altogether overstepped the mark. The 
facts, as stated by the Committee, appear to be completely incontrovertible, and the whole 
case as set forth in the letter from the Committee, as read at the last meeting of the Board, 
totally incapable of being upset. We can quite understand the members of the Board being 
desirous of supporting the Inspector, but when that gentleman goes, as we contend he has 
gone, quite beyond the powers given him as the representative of the Board by the Act, the 
Board is acting most unwisely and most improperly in assuming the attitude of opposition it 
has taken up with regard to the Committee. It is clearly understood all over the colony that no 
teachers shall be forced upon schools in direct defiance of the wishes of the local committees, 
composed as these latter are of citizens elected by the parents to watch the interests of 
education, and to ensure the proper management of the school work. This principle is 
recognised in Blenheim by everybody save the members of the Board and its Inspector. Mr. 
Smith indulged, we notice, at the meeting of the Board in what the Americans would call 
some very “high falutin " talk about his duties and responsibilities "to the Government." We 
will take Mr. Smith at his word with regard to his duties and responsibilities to the 
Government, and we can tell him that we hardly think the Minister for Education will 
approve of the manner in which he has recently seen fit to discharge those " duties and 



responsibilities " over the proper discharge of which he is so much concerned. Members of 
Education Boards, School Committees, and Inspectors^ all ought to have the one sole object 
in view, and that is to administer the Education Act in such a manner as to best ensure the 
efficient instruction of the children. It is not for Inspectors and Secretaries to consider their 
dignity first and the interests of the scholars afterwards. The latter must take first place, but 
we are very much afraid that this is not the case in the present instance. The Committee's 
letter to the Board has put the case for the former so clearly that we need only say here that 
the action of the Board is nothing short of a gross insult to the parents of Blenheim. We do 
not wish to discuss the qualifications of the various teachers whose names have been so 
prominently before the public of late, but what we insist upon is the right of the Blenheim 
School Committee to make recommendations in favor of certain teachers, and the equal right 
that it possesses to have its recommendations given effect to. The closing of the girls' school 
has brought matters to a head, and we consider that in adopting this course the Committee has 
acted wisely and properly. As the Committee points out the Board has ignored its own 
regulations, and gone dead against the spirit if not exactly the letter of the Education Act, and 
further than this we may add that the (to our mind) insulting remarks of the Inspector 
concerning the Committee are in reality such an affront to the parents of Blenheim, of whom 
the Committeemen are the legally elected representatives, that the Committee would be 
neglecting Its " duties and responsibilities" did it not take some decided means by which to 
vindicate and maintain its position as trustees for the people of Blenheim on the important 
question of school control. Mr. Ryan in his letter to the Committee, when announcing his 
resignation owing to his leaving the district emphasised this point — that the Committee has 
powers, and that its wishes and arguments must be treated with respect by the Board— and 
we quite agree with him that the sooner the relations of the two bodies are more clearly 
defined the better for educational purposes generally, and this province in particular. This is 
not the first instance where a Board and its officials have attempted to ride rough-shod over 
the desires of a Committee. Similar difficulties have occurred in different parts of the colony 
— notably Nelson, — and we have been personally assured that had the late Minister for 
Education — the Hon W. V, Reeves — remained in the colony, he intended in his proposed 
Education Act Amendment Bill to have largely increased the powers and privileges of 
Committees, directly representative as they are of the parents, and lessened that of the 
Boards, the members of which often send their own children to private secondary schools, 
and are themselves often completely out of touch with the parents of children attending the 
primary schools. In conclusion we may repeat what we said at the outset of this article that 
we consider the people of Blenheim owe it to our local Committee to support its action as 
strongly as possible, and cheerfully put up with the inconvenience of having the girls' school 
closed until such time as the Board either gives way of its own free will or is made to come 
down off its pedestal of egotism and injustice by the strong hand of the Department. 
26th March 1896 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Will you kindly give me enough of your valuable 
space to reply to a letter signed “Blenheim School Committeeman" in your issue of Tuesday. 
My remarks at the February meeting of the Education Board were based on the information 
then before it. The correspondence that was read at ' the March meeting threw a new light on 
the matter, and showed that the Head Mistress had specially recommended the first two of the 
four names, and that the Committee had tried to force her to recommend others against her 
judgment. “Committeeman" is off the scent in his remarks about suppressing correspondence. 
My motion was “that the Blenheim School Committee be informed in reply to their letter that 
the Board has every confidence in Mr. Smith, and that it considers the action of the 
Committee in suppressing the recommendations of Miss Morgan very reprehensible." As a 
copy was sent to the Committee, “Committeeman" should know this, and he should not take 
advantage of an error in the newspaper report. In this case it should be borne in mind that it is 



no question of who may need the appointment most, or who has been working for it longest, 
but of who will do the best for the children attending the school. That is the first 
consideration. ‘‘Committeeman 1 should not trust common report. My action was not the 
result of any informal meetings in fact I never heard the subject mentioned between the 
ordinary meetings of the Board in February and March — I am, etc., J. C. Chaytor. 
27th March 1896 SCHOOL COMMITTEE. The School Committee met last night. There were 
present; — Messrs. Robinson (Chairman), Stuart, Rayner, Browne, Dixon, Jackson, 
Tunnicliffe, Gillespie (Secretary). A letter was received from the .Hoard conveying the 
resolutions passed at the meeting yesterday morning: — (I) That if, after considering the legal 
opinion of the Board's solicitor, Mr. Rogers, the Committee still decline to re-open the girl's 
school not later than Monday, the Board would itself re-open the school for teaching on that 
date; (2) That the Board would be glad to meet the Committee at the next general meeting on 
April 14th to discuss the appointment of pupil teachers. The legal opinion of the Board's 
solicitor accompanied the letter. The Chairman said that “bounce "as a very good dog, but 
“holdfast" was a better one. He was ready for the Board, and was quite prepared to give them 
all in charge. "Whether the constable acted was another scatter, but at all events, the 
constable was bound to stop anyone breaking the doors and locks of the school, He held Mr. 
Seymour, the Chairman of the Board, in the highest respect, but he really thought that in this 
instance that gentleman had not used the good judgment he had used in former years. He did 
not think the Board had given the Committee's letter any consideration at all, One member 
had said the Committee were not unanimous. But they were unanimous, and he was proud to 
have Committeemen who could stick to their guns so admirably. The Board were anxious to 
meet the Committee, but why had they not adjourned their meeting to a reasonable time. The 
Board were waiting till the Committee were out of office; they wanted to get rid of them, but 
he believed the householders had confidence in the Committee and would confirm their 
action. Mr. Rayner said that if the Board had said they would meet the Committee on 
Monday he would have been in favor of reopening the schools on that day, but the 
postponement of a meeting was only burking the question. The Chairman said that it had 
been distinctly stated they did not intend to close the school for an indefinite period. The 
Committee only asked that their letter be considered, and then they would re-open the school. 
But when the Board talked of crowbars it was time to stand on their dignity. Mr. Stuart said 
he had twice been publicly quoted as having said that the Committee "would make it warm 
for the Head Mistress." What he had said was that they could do so. Mr. Tunnicliffe was in 
favor of resistance. Instead of discussing the question with them in a businesslike way the 
Board had taken a high hand and ignored them. Mr. Gillespie, in refutation of Mr. Duncan's 
remarks at the Board meeting that day, said that Committees all over the Colony held the 
power of closing a school for any reason.  
The Committee were elected by, and represented, the householders; the Boards were elected 
by, and represented the Committees. One or two members of the Board would never again 
receive the votes of the Committee, especially one, who had not enough brain power to bring 
in a resolution of his own, whose ability, in fact, went no further than the seconding of a 
motion. The discussion then touched on the legal aspect of the situation. Mr. Dixon said it 
was strange that at the Board meeting no one had a word to say in favor of the Committee. 
The Chairman said that when the Committee asked the Member of the District to try and 
obtain increased representation on the Board, Mr. Duncan said that the Board represented the 
whole district. That was all very fine, but if any little school in the Pelorus Bounds wanted 
anything it was alright. The Committee had not a single representative on the Board to speak 
for it. But Mr. Buick would not be dictated to. He had a mind of his own, and it was 
unfortunate he was not able to take his seat before this trouble started. If his acts on the Board 
were like those of his membership for the district, they would receive justice from at least one 



place in the Board meetings in the future. He did not know Mr. Buick in this matter, and had 
not spoken to him about it. Neither had he spoken to any of the Board members about the 
difficulty, as he considered that if they would not do justice without hobnobbing they could 
keep their justice. An opinion was expressed that the Board showed a very mean spirit in 
saying that the Committee had no legal right to expend money in procuring a legal opinion. 
Mr. Jackson thought that Mr. Duncan's remark that the paramount consideration was the re-
opening of the school was the only sensible thing said at the Board meeting. Other members 
concurred. Mr. Browne suggested, as a means of settling the dispute that the Board should 
have invited the Committee to meet in Conference, the issue to be determined by the majority 
of the votes of those composing the joint body. An amendment of this nature might very well 
be attached to the Education Act the members of the Committee were simply asked to attend 
the Board meeting and state their views, and after having done so they would be asked to 
retire while the Board considered the matter. To simply state their views would not be of 
much use, as the Committee had done so fully by letter, and the Board simply “ignored" their 
arguments. The Chairman said that what he did not like was the suggestion implied by the 
Board's guaranteeing of expenses to their chairman in view of his attendance at the opening 
of the school on Monday. It looked as the though Board intended to break the doors in. That 
was not like Mr. Seymour. He (the speaker) was not going to be bounced in the matter. They 
were simply closing the school as a protest against the Board's action. The Chairman, in 
reference to Mr. Browne's suggestion, said that he j would not go to the Board meeting 
without voting power, to be browbeaten by the Secretary. He would not allow himself to be 
called there and made a fool of. During further discussion it was resolved to hand the legal 
opinions of the Board's, and Committee's solicitors, and the Board's letter, to the press for 
publication. Various suggestions were made in the direction of settling the dispute 
(arbitration by Sir Robert Stout, reference to the Minister of Education etc.) Finally Mr. 
Stuart moved that a meeting of householders be convened to take place this evening in the 
school. If the Committee were wrong they could say so at the meeting, and the school would 
be forthwith opened, and if they approved of the attitude of the Committee, the latter's hands 
would be considerably strengthened. Mr. Rayner seconded. The Chairman coincided. He 
would be much disappointed if the ratepayers did not back them up. He was sure they would. 
It was resolved to ask the Mayor to preside at the householders' meeting. Mr. Gillespie 
explained that in the earlier part of the discussion when saying that the Board should be 
relegated to oblivion, he was speaking collectively of all Boards. He could not believe that a 
member of the Board had really referred to the personnel of the Board in the terms alleged in 
the newspaper. At all events there were as good brains over a fustian jacket as a black coat. 
The meeting then adjourned. The Committee handed these legal opinions and letter to the 
press last night for publication: —  
Education Board of the District of Marlborough, Blenheim,  
27th March, 1896.  
To the Chairman of the School Committee, Blenheim.  
Sir — I am directed to forward the following copies of resolutions unanimously adopted by 
the Board at its meeting held this morning, as well as a copy of the opinion of the Board's 
solicitor referred to therein, I have, etc., John Smith, Secretary. Resolved: (1) "That, as the 
Blenheim School Committee has declined either to open the school or to hand over the keys, 
as requested by the Chairman of the Board, the legal opinion of the Solicitor of the Board be 
forwarded to the Committee for their information. After considering the letter the Board 
trusts that the Committee will re-open, the school not later than Monday morning next ; but if 
the Committee should still decline to do so, the Board desires to inform them that it is  its 
intention to act upon the advice therein contained, and to  reopen the school for teaching on 
that date." (2) " That the School Committee be informed that the Board would be glad to meet 



them at its next meeting, on April 14th , to discuss the question of the appointment of the 
pupil teachers,  
20th March, 1896. Dear Sir,— l have carefully perused the correspondence, as noted below, 
in reference to the appointment of pupil teachers in the Girls' School, Blenheim, and have 
come to the conclusion that the School Committee has made a mistake regarding its position 
in the matter. The Committee seems to have assumed that it was its duty to appoint pupil 
teachers, but the Education Act 1877, section 50, clearly places that power in the Board 
alone. It is true that under Section 45 of the Act the Board has to consult the Committee in 
reference to appointment of teachers, to but under the interpretation clause “teacher" does not 
include “pupil teachers." In reference to the contention of the Committee that Miss Garter is 
not qualified to be appointed a pupil teacher, she having served as a probationer without the 
consent of the Committee, it seems to me that even if formal consent had not been asked the 
Committee must have been fully aware that. Miss Carter had been acting as each. I do not 
think it was Miss Garter's duty in the first instance to have obtained the consent, and any 
technical omission that may have been made should, in justice to the probationer, be 
remedied at once, and not pleaded to her detriment, It is difficult to think the Committee, in 
supervising the school, could have been in ignorance of the fact that the party named was 
acting as a probationer. If the Committee had enough knowledge, then in failing to express 
dissent it would undoubtedly be held to have assented. I would suggest that it might be 
advisable to revise the Regulations with a view of having these consents recorded. It is 
contended by the Committee that Miss Brewer, having served four years as a pupil teacher, is 
debarred from being reengaged in that capacity. I see nothing in the Regulations to prevent 
the Board appointing as a pupil teacher one who has already completed the term of four 
years; more especially in view of the recommendation of the Head Mistress. In regard to the 
action of the Committee in closing the Girls' School, I can see no authority or power vested in 
that body for so doing. The buildings and ground are the property of the Board, and the Board 
alone is entitled to the custody of the keys of the buildings. There is no dispute about the 
present status of the " teachers," and as the " pupil teachers" are, as before stated, solely 
appointed by the Board, the whole teaching staff would be bound to return to duty on the 
building being reopened. Bequest should be made for the boys to those having the present 
custody of them, and in the event of refusal to deliver them, then the doors will have to be 
forced, and new looks put on. Yours faithfully, (Signed) Alfred Rogers  
OPINION OF COMMITTEE'S SOLICITOR, My opinion is required as to the Blenheim 
School Committee's position in regard to the appointment by the Marlborough Education 
Board of: (1), Miss Brewer to a position in the Blenheim Girl* 1 School, she laving on the 
31st December last completed her term of four years engagement as pupil teacher; and (2), 
Miss Constance Garter to the position of apprentice pupil teacher. All the facts, I understand, 
are set out in the correspondence between the Board's Secretary and the Committee, and 
between Miss Saunders, and Miss Morgan and the Committee, and the Marlborough Express 
of the 11th March instant, now submitted to me. First, as to Miss Brewer's appointment.— 
That her tenure of office as pupil teacher  expired on the 31st December last seems to be 
undisputed. Clause 5 of the Board's regulations as to pupil teachers made in accordance with 
section 60 of the Education Act read with Miss Morgan's letter of the 27th January puts this 
beyond all doubt, and Miss Brewer therefore ceased to be a pupil teacher after the 31st 
December last, and the Board hiving at its last meeting appointed her to perform certain 
duties in the school for the next twelve months has appointed her a teacher. But section 45 of 
the Education Act is emphatic that no appointment of any teacher shall take place until the 
Committee have been first consulted. It cannot be contended that the Committee have been 
consulted in this case. The Board must contend that it has no need to consult the, Committee 
in connection with the appointment of pupil teachers. Even though it did consult the 



Committee about Miss Brewer's appointment four years ago that would not suffice for her 
reappointment now. School Committees have no continuity of existence, and as to 
reappointments or fresh appointments the existing School Committee must be consulted. 
Besides the four years’ experience of a pupil teacher might afford reasonable grounds for a 
Committee refusing to make a new appointment. The legal position is that a Board is bound 
to consult with the Committee before appointing a teacher, and this is a condition precedent 
to the right to appoint. If the Board has neglected to do this, the aid of the Supreme Court 
may clearly be invoked by the Committee, and it will make an order, declaring the resolution 
of the Board appointing Miss Brewer to have been ultra vires and illegal. In this case I do not 
think the Committee has been consulted, or indeed that the Board would seriously contend 
that it had made any attempt to do so. Belief in the matter of this nature should be by action 
in the Supreme Court, claiming the issue of writ of injunction.  Next to Miss Carter.— lf 
section 60, empowering Boards to engage and employ pupil teachers, and in which no 
reference is made to School Committees, be strictly construed, it seems to me that the Board 
would be within its right in appointing Miss Carter to be a pupil teacher. This contention, it 
would seem, is supported by the interpretation of the word teacher, which is expressly stated 
not to include pupil teacher.' The facts submitted to me, however, show that the Board in this 
case, in the first instance at least, did not choose to ignore the Committee and stand on its 
strict If gal rights, but through its Secretary invited the Committee to consult with the Head 
Mistress with a view towards filling up the two vacancies. That that was a proper and wise 
delegation of power I am quite satisfied, but as to its binding effect on a Board that does not 
choose to be bound by its own Acts, when it desires to be relieved from them, I am not so 
sure. It might be held that the Committee's delegated power from the Board was revoked 
before any actual appointment was made by the Committee, and I therefore could not advise 
the Committee to resist the appointment of Miss Carter, It is manifest that if the Board had 
power to delegate the authority to appoint a pupil teacher then that authority Gould, before 
any appointment was actually made, be revoked. I am of opinion that Miss Morgan's letter of 
6th of January last, written before her return to Blenheim, and after an absence from the 
school of nearly a year, was a sufficient special recommendation within the meaning of the 
Regulations for either the Committee under its delegated powers or the Board in the first 
instance to appoint any two of the four candidates named in it, to the vacancies. The teacher 
who only had a present knowledge of the capabilities and fitness of the four, refused to 
recommend any particular two, merely suggesting that the two first named should be given 
the preference as they were the best qualified, thereby and from what she had previously said, 
implying that all were qualified. I cannot find that the Committee actually appointed any two 
pupil teachers, and the subsequent act of the Board amounts to a clear revocation, so that the 
former's power is gone. Slightly changing the words of one of the most brilliant and striking 
sentences ever uttered by the late Mr. Justice Richmond, and used in his well-known 
judgment in the cage Attorney General v. Edwards, it might be adapted to the conflict of 
powers and duties so frequently and unfortunately raised between Boards and School 
Committee's as follows: — It may well have been supposed that the Committee and the 
Board would without the check of positive law, never act otherwise than in concert in such a 
matter, that the Committee would never without proved and undeniable necessity, and a 
practical certainty as to the consent of the Board appoint either a teacher or pupil teacher, and 
that the Board would never capriciously refuse to make good the engagements of the 
Committee. If the present case should prove the futility of this expectation, it will be a matter 
profoundly to be regretted, but it cannot vary the legal conclusion that the possibility of snob 
a conflict of opinion and authority has never yet been provided against. E. McCallum. 
Blenheim, 24th March, 1896 
27th March 1896 THE DEADLOCK. 



TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Is not the Blenheim School Committee in the position of a tenant, 
occupying the Borough Schools on behalf of the householders? That being so, all the talk of 
the Education Board members about breaking-in and putting on new locks is all bunkum, for 
such high-handed conduct will bring them within the clutches of the law. Even a landlord has 
no right to enter the house of a tenant by force. Besides, if the Board succeeded in a forcible 
entry, they would be no better off. If new locks were put on, the key would have to be handed 
to the caretaker, who is the servant of the Committee, and the latter body might again demand 
the key and close the school, if they chose; unless the Chairman of the Board himself slept on 
the building, in order to maintain his so-called authority. So, if the householders at the public 
meeting tonight back up the Committee, the latter have every prospect of success in forcing 
the hand of the Board in coming to some reasonable compromise. — I am, etc. 
COMMITTEEMAN. 
27th March 1896 THE DEADLOCK. 
+ TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Is not the Blenheim School Committee in the position of a 
tenant, occupying the Borough Schools on behalf of the householders. That being so, all the 
talk of the Education Board members about breaking in and putting on new locks is all 
bunkum, for such high-handed conduct will bring them within the clutches of the law. Even a 
landlord has no right to enter the house of a tenant by force. Besides, if the Board succeeded 
in a forcible entry, they would be no better off. If new locks were put on, the key would have 
to be handed to the caretaker, who is the servant of the Committee, and the latter body might 
again demand the key and close the school, if they chose; unless the Chairman of the Board 
himself slept on the building, in order to maintain his so-called authority. So, if the 
householders at the public meeting tonight back up the Committee, the latter have every 
prospect of success in forcing the hand of the Board in coming to some reasonable 
compromise. — I am, etc. COMMITTEEMAN. 
28th March 1896 At a subsequent meeting of the School Committee, all the members being 
present, the Secretary was instructed to write to the Sergeant of Police informing him it was 
understood to be the intention of the chairman of the Board to break open the doors of the 
school on Monday morning, and asking him to prevent such an infringement of the law. It 
was also unanimously resolved on the motion of Mr. Jackson, to forward the resolution of the 
householders' meeting to the Board, with the suggestion that unless the Board were willing to 
appoint pupil teachers as required by the Committee, the only alternative would be to engage 
Messrs. Rogers and McCallum to draw up a case, immediately, and submit it to the Minister 
of Education, or Sir Robert Stout, whose opinion would be binding on both bodies (costs of 
the proceeding to be borne by the Board), the Committee undertaking to reopen the school on 
the Board agreeing to this proposition. During the discussion it was stated that if the Board 
refused to compromise in any way, the matter would have to be settled in the law courts. Mr. 
Stuart remarked that the Board said the Committee could not use their funds in defraying 
expenses, but the school attendance fines constituted funds which could be so employed. Mr. 
Jackson said that as indicative of the support and sympathy which the Committee possessed 
as far as the householders were concerned, one gentleman had offered him 5s as the basis of a 
fund to provide legal expenses. The Committee then adjourned till Monday evening 
30th March 1896  
NOTICE. GIRLS' SCHOOL. 
THE Girls' School will be REOPENED for teaching 
TO-MORROW MORNING (TUESDAY) at the usual hour. 
A full attendance is urgently requested, 
JAS. T. ROBINSON, Chairman, School Committee 
31st March 1896 The School Committee resolved last night to close the schools on Friday and 
Monday for the Easter holidays, 



1st April 1896 Pending the settlement of the matter between the Education Board and School  
Committee in the Supreme Court, the pupil teachers appointed by the Board. Miss Brewer 
and Miss Carter, still hold their positions in the girls' school.  
10th April 1896 The ordinary monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night. 
Present: Messrs. J. T. Robinson (chairman), Stuart, Tunnicliffe, Dixon, Browne, Rayner, and 
Gillespie (secretary). The action of the Chairman in granting the Head Mistress an extension 
of her Easter holiday time from Monday to Thursday was confirmed. The Chairman 
explained that Miss Morgan had communicated with him from Wellington to the effect that 
she was detained on account of the bad weather, which had disarranged the shipping time-
table. In the course of discussion exception was taken to the extension of teachers' holiday 
time except in extraordinary circumstances, and it was agreed that it was hut right to insist on 
the teachers resuming their duties immediately on the re-opening of the schools, unless leave 
of absence had been granted in proper form. The Chairman coincided with this view, and said 
he would act accordingly in future. The Head Master reported that the school attendance last 
month was not as good as it might have been. The bad weather of the last fortnight was the 
cause of the bad attendance. The total average attendance was 312.6, the roll number being 
409. The Secretary was instructed to ask the Head Mistress for the usual monthly report, as it 
was required ' to be entered in the minute book A discussion took place as to the Committee's 
request to the Board for assistance in establishing a school library, and the matter was 
deferred till a communication had been received from the Board, they having promised to 
reply to the request at their next meeting. It was resolved to again urge upon [the Board the 
necessity of their [supplying the Committee with copies; of examination passes, and 
duplicate. voucher forms. It was stated that it. was not possible to arrive at a proper [ audit 
without a copy of vouchers. t The Chairman, Secretary, and Mr. Browne were appointed a 
sub-committee to draw up a report of the year's transactions for the householders' meeting to 
be held on Monday, the 27th of April. It was resolved to thank the Press by letter for the 
manner in which the meetings of the Committee had been reported during the year. ‘“It was 
decided to meet again on * Thursday, the 23rd instant preparatory to the householders' 
meeting 
11th April 1896 Messrs. Rogers and McCallum, solicitors respectively for the Education 
Board and School Committee, have drawn up their legal statements in connection with the 
appointment of pupil teachers to the girls' school. The Board is the plaintiff and the 
Committee defendant. The documents were read at the last meeting of the School Committee 
and a few suggestions were made. The case will be referred to the Supreme Court 
immediately 
14th April 1896 Mr. Seymour was elected to the position of Chairman for the ensuing year. 
Mr. Baillie, in proposing the resolution, said that he had now had the pleasure of nominating 
Mr. Seymour for the fifteenth or sixteenth time; and Mr. Seymour, in returning thanks, said 
that he had to express his acknowledgment of the honor for about the year. The Chairman 
related at length the proceedings in the school-closing episode of the recent dispute with the 
Blenheim School Committee re the appointment of pupil teachers. The action of the 
Chairman in the matter was confirmed 
The Committee wrote asking that the gate at the teacher's residence be repaired. The matter 
was referred to the Works Committee. The Committee also wrote urging the necessity of 
supplying them with copies of examination passes, and duplicate vouchers of payments made 
to them by the Board. The Secretary pointed out that the supply of copies of examination 
passes and duplicate vouchers to Committees would entails deal of unnecessary and 
expansive clerical labor. Correct audits had always been received without the duplication of 
vouchers, and during his experience of many years he had never heard of such v request. He 
proposed, with the sanction of the Board to forward in future, with the payment to' the 



Committee a formal notification stating the amounts, and this arrangement should serve the 
purposes of the Committee. With regard to examination passes, a copy was, as provided by 
the Act, always forwarded to the Head Teacher, and this copy was available to the 
Committee. He was informed that the last supplied for the Girls' School had been lost out of 
the teacher's hands, but the Committee could at any time copy out the schedule in the Board's 
office. It was resolved to reply to the Committee in the terms of the Secretary's remarks. It 
was remarked that the Committee had evidently, from the report of their meeting, anticipated 
that the Board would reply at their present meeting to the application for assistance in 
establishing a school library; and it was pointed out that the Board had last month expressed 
the intention of examining its financial position before doing anything in the matter, but this 
examination had not yet been made. Miss L. Brewer and Miss C. Carter wrote thanking the 
Board for their engagement as pupil teachers. 
14th April 1896 The boys at the Borough School in tend to subscribe their mite towards the 
Brunner Belief Fund. Already over £2 has been got together, chiefly in small sums. 
21st April 1896 The undermentioned persons have Veen duly nominated for the Blenheim 
School Committee : — Charles Tunnicliffe, William Gillespie, Henri Lawson Jackson, Louis 
Alfred Browne, Joshua Brown Rayner, Charles Dickson Stuart, Richard Dixon, James Tucker 
Robinson, James Bartlett, Thomas Jackson, and John Alexander Fuller. The election takes 
place at the householder’s meeting on Monday evening next, at the Boys' Schoolroom. Nine 
members are required to constitute the Committee 
25th April 1896 The annual report of the Blenheim School Committee for the year just ended 
is as follows: — Your Committee beg to lay before the householders of the Borough of 
Blenheim the report of their proceedings for the financial year ending March 31st, 1896. The 
Committee have held regular monthly meetings during their term of office, and an unusual 
number of special meetings, the total number for the year being 25, During their term of 
office Visiting Committees were appointed at regular intervals to visit the schools and report 
to the full Committee at their regular meetings as to the state of the schools, and their general 
efficiency ; also the necessary requirements for carrying out the duties of these 
establishments in a proper and efficient manner. It is satisfactory to your Committee to report 
that the scholars have been most attentive to their duties, and orderly in their demeanor, and 
during the past year they have undergone a very satisfactory examination, with the following 
results: — Girls : present, 169; passed, 159; boys: present, 246; passed. 225 ; with marks for 
class subjects and additional subjects, ranging from fair to very good, the above reflecting 
great credit on the teachers of the different schools. It is very  gratifying to your Committee to 
report the success of a pupil attending the Girls' School under Miss Saunders, viz.., Miss M. 
Girling, who succeeded in carrying off the Marlborough scholarship, open to all pupils 
attending schools under the Marlborough Board of Education ; also Miss Elbeck, another 
pupil, having succeeded in gaining the medal presented by Mr. Buick, M.H.R., for the girl 
gaining the most marks I at the annual examination of any town school in Marlborough, 
which is confined to all schools having 1 more than two teachers. A drawing examination 
under the auspices of the School of Arts was held in September last, when a great number. of 
the scholars attending the boys j school came up for examination, the results being 
satisfactory in a very marked degree, reflecting the highest credit on Mr. Sturrock, the Head 
Master of the schools, the supervisors on the occasion being Messrs. Gillespie and Jackson. 
The average attendance during the year has been: Boys' school, 346; girls' school, 158. Your 
Committee express regret for the urgent necessity of having to put into force the compulsory 
clauses of the School Attendance Act, which continued on fourth page. 
has had a very salutary effect on the attendance at schools, as the foregoing figures will 
substantiate. The abstract of accounts for year just ended show the total receipts to be £106 
14s 6d, including a balance of £19 17s 6d left by the former Committee, but from, which 



various accounts had to be settled, to the amount of £9 10s. The total expenditure for the 
same period has been £96 5s 4d, leaving a credit balance to the incoming Committee of £10 
9s 2d, all accounts to April 1st having been paid. During our term of office a great number of 
repairs to schools and school furniture have been carried out, necessitating frequent 
applications to the Board for many works, placing your Committee in a very invidious 
position in the eyes of members, such proceedings being necessitated by the small amount of 
capitation allowed by the Education Board. Nearly the whole amount of income having been 
swallowed up in cleaning schools, and supplying the large amount of fuel necessary to keep 
the schools comfortable during the winter months, this induced your Committee to take steps 
to place the matter on a more solid basis. They accordingly brought under the notice of the 
Education Board, that the schools were always treated by them as separate and distinct 
institutions; therefore your Committee had a perfect right to demand that capitation be 
allowed as such. This the Board conceded, the effect of this arrangement making a difference 
on the annual income of nearly £30. The year that has now passed has been remarkable for a 
somewhat prolonged contest between your Committee and the Board ex pupil teachers. The 
true facts of the case are well known to you all; but the matter being now under the 
cognisance of a Judge of the Supreme Court it is not advisable to further comment on the 
subject. We would place on record the very efficient manner in which the schools have been 
conducted during the past year, under the able supervision of the head teacher Mr. Sturrock, 
Miss Saunders, head mistress pro fern/and their able assistants ; all working harmoniously for 
the proper training of the pupils, and fitting them for the battle of life as far as a well-
grounded education is concerned, Miss  Morgan, the head mistress, returned to her duties 
after an absence of nearly 12 months, her place during that time being ably filled by Miss 
Saunders who deserves the highest credit for the very efficient manner in which she filled the 
post of head mistress, the record of passes being exceptionally high, no less than 95 per cent 
being attained in the Girls' School. During their term of office your committee have been 
using their best endeavors to obtain from the Education Board a subsidy in aid of a library in 
connection with the Borough Schools. No definite reply has yet been received from the 
Board, who wished to first ascertain the effect of such a scheme upon their finances; but the 
members as a whole appeared to view the matter in a most favorable light. We have little 
doubt but that the Board will shortly give effect to what must be regarded by all as a step in 
the right direction. We trust this scheme will result in bringing our scholars more into touch 
with the better classes of literature, of which there is abundance suitable for the rising 
generation, quite as fascinating as the penny dreadful series, 
28th April 1896 BLENHEIM. The annual meeting of householders for the election of the 
Blenheim School Committee was held last night at the school. There was an attendance of 70 
or 80 householders, and Mr. J, T. Robinson, chairman of the outgoing committee, presided. 
The report and balance sheet of the Committee, which have been published, were adopted. 
Mr. Q, E, Brown said that great credit was due to the Committee for having obtained from the 
Board an increase of capitation, by asserting their claim to be paid on the basis of the boys' 
and girls' schools being separate institutions. The Chairman said that the increase was about 
£30 a year. He contended that the Board still owed the Committee £20 arrears of the 
capitation calculated by the newly adopted scale. Messrs. G. Harris and J. B. Green were 
nominated as candidates for election. A question was raised as to the formality of Mr. Green's 
nomination, it having been made after the Chairman had declared the nominations closed. 
After some discussion the Chairman put the question to the householders, who decided that 
the nomination be received. Mr. Gillespie withdrew as a candidate for election. The election 
resulted as follows:  
J, B. Rayner. . 57  
H. L. Jackson. . 56  



L. A. Browne . . . 56  
J. T. Robinson. 53  
C. Tunnicliffe. . 52  
R. Dixon . . . . 50  
C. D. Stuart. .49  
J. A. Fuller. .35  
J. B. Green. . 35  
Jas. Bartlett . . . . 34  
G. Harris. .10  
Thomas Jackson. . 8  
The first nine candidates were duly declared elected. Mr. L. A. Browne proposed the 
following resolution: — “This meeting is of opinion that much of the trouble and friction 
between Education Boards and School Committees are largely due to the non-representative 
character of the Education Boards. It is therefore resolved that the member for the "Wairau be 
written to and asked to endeavor during the ensuing session to secure an amendment to the 
Education Act in such a manner that the Committees shall be allotted voting power at the 
elections of the Boards in proportion to their average attendances; or eke that the members 
shall be elected by a vote taken under popular suffrage, each elector on the Parliamentary roll 
to have a vote." In speaking to the resolution, the mover said that rightly or wrongly 
Committees and Education Boards had a knack of constantly getting at loggerheads with each 
other; not only in Marlborough, but throughout the Colony the same thing occurred. It always 
seemed to him absurd that a large centre like Blenheim, with some 700 pupils, should have 
no more say-than the election of members to the Education Board than Wairau Valley or 
Upper Spring Creek with 25 or 30 children. The question was bound to come before 
Parliament again next session, and they ought to instruct their Member to warmly support any 
proposal to put matters on a more equitable basis. Blenheim interests could not receive fair 
treatment at the hands of a Board not one of whose members had children attending the 
Borough Schools. Blenheim did not wish to swamp the country, but under the present 
arrangement they had no chance of securing representation at all, and for more than five years 
past they had not run a candidate, because of the utter hopelessness of getting more than one 
or two votes for him. At the last contested election the Blenheim candidate only got two 
votes. The School Committee had supported the amending bill brought forward last session, 
and instructed their Member, but a vote of the householders would strengthen their hands and 
those of their Member. Mr. W. Fryer seconded the resolution. Mr. C. D. Stuart warmly 
supported the resolution, stating that School Committees all over the Colony were making 
their voices heard, and this was not only an agitation from Blenheim. The class of men the 
country schools selected as Education Board representatives were not the right stamp for 
looking after the town interests. He trusted the householders would show that they were in 
touch with the Committee in this matter. The Chairman said the resolution had his full 
concurrence, and some amendment of the Act should be made with a view to holding the 
balance of power a little more evenly than at present. On the resolution being put to the 
meeting it was carried unanimously. Mr. L. A. Browne then moved the following resolution: 
—. “This meeting also resolves that the appointment and removal of teachers should be 
vested in the hands of the School Committees independently of the control of Education 
Boards, the Committees being usually composed of the parents of children most directly 
interested; and that the Member for the "Wairau be written to and asked to endeavour to 
secure an amendment to the Education Act in the direction of giving the Committees such 
control." Mr. G. E. Brown seconded the resolution, which was carried without discussion or 
dissent. Immediately after the householders meeting the newly elected Committee met and 
unanimously elected Mr. J. T, Robinson Chairman, Mr. H, L. Jackson Treasurer, and Mr. 



Gillespie Secretary, (the latter officially, in consideration of a remuneration). The new 
Committee is composed of seven members of the former Committee and Messrs. J. A. Fuller 
and J. B. Green, who take the places of Mr. C. Ryan, who resigned, and Mr. Gillespie, who 
retired from the election. 
12th May 1896 The legal documents that have been drawn up in the question as to the 
appointment of pupil teachers to the Girls' School were read at the meeting of the Education 
Board this j morning, and also a quantity of correspondence which had passed between the 
Chairman, Secretary, and Board's solicitor relating to the matter. It appears that the solicitors 
have been unable to agree as to the statement to be laid before the Supreme Court, the 
Committee's solicitor putting in a counter claim and insisting on the inclusion of one or two 
clauses to which the Board's solicitor takes exception. The solicitors propose to argue the 
matter before the Judge either in Wellington or Blenheim, and the proceedings would “be of a 
much more expensive nature than at first anticipated. It was stated at the Board meeting that 
unless an agreement is arrived at the matter would have to be allowed to drop. In accordance 
with a suggestion made in a letter from Mr. Seymour, the chairman, who was absent from the 
meeting this morning, the Board resolved to inform the Committee that as the Committee's 
solicitor had varied the original agreement between the two bodies the Board cannot hold 
itself responsible for any farther costs of enquiry, and that the Chairman would be willing to 
concur with the Chairman of the Committee with a view of amicably settling the difficulty 
12th May 1896 BLENHEIM. The Committee wrote asking what amount of subsidy the Board 
were willing to grant towards the establishment of a school library. The Chairman thought it 
would have been better if the Committee had come prepared with their own contribution and 
then asked for a subsidy. In Havelock the library was established by funds raised wholly by 
the Committee through entertainments. Mr. Buick thought the Board should assist the 
Committee in such a praiseworthy movement. The Board received a good deal of revenue 
from the Blenheim Schools. He moved that a £ for £ subsidy be granted up to £20. The 
{Secretary pointed out that according to the regulations the subsidy could not be given till the 
first amount had been raised. Mr. Buick said that at that stage the Board could state its 
willingness to grant a subsidy. Mr. Parker seconded Mr. Buick's motion. Mr. Chaytor thought 
it hardly right to traverse the resolution passed at a previous meeting to the effect that before 
any promise be made the Board ascertain its financial ability to meet such requests from all 
the Committees. Mr. Baillie thought that such subsidies to Committees should be given on a 
pro rata basis, according to attendances. One school had as much right to a library as another, 
and the Board should be careful not to get into financial difficulties in their distributions. 
Finally, at the suggestion of the chairman, Mr. Buick withdrew his motion, and moved that 
the question of school libraries be discussed at next meeting, the Secretary to submit then a 
financial statement bearing on the subject. This motion was carried 
12th May 1896 The adjourned monthly meeting of the newly formed School Committee •was 
held last night. Present Messrs. J. T. Robinson (chairman), Rayner, Tunnicliffe, Dixon, 
Green, Fuller, Stuart, and Browne. The ' Head Master reported that the average attendance at 
the Boys' School last month was 336, the roll number being 407. He asked that leave of 
absence be given to one of the pupil teachers, who had to undergo a surgical operation at an 
early date. It was decided to grant the necessary leave of absence. The Head Mistress 
reported that the average attendance at the Girls' School last month was 168. The roll number 
was 215. Mr. Green remarked that the attendance at the schools during the month did not 
compare very well with the roll numbers. It was resolved to write and ask the teachers if they 
could give any reasons for the lack of full attendances. The Headmistress wrote that Ethel 
Massey, Trissie Compton, Annie Healy, Alice Litchfield, and Mary Brennan wished to act as 
probationers with the view of their becoming pupil teachers, and she asked the Committee to 
sanction their acting in this capacity. The Chairman pointed out that Ethel Massey and Annie 



Healy had been appointed pupil teachers by the Committee and in the eyes of the Committee 
had already passed through the probationership. Miss Morgan knew this, and was also aware 
that this very matter, in which the Education Board and Committee had been in conflict even 
to the extent of a deadlock, was now under the consideration of the Supreme Court; and yet in 
face of all this, she preferred the above request. The father of Miss Healy had assured him 
that he had heard nothing of the proposal to make this application for a probationership. After 
some discussion, in which some of the members strongly condemned the application of the 
Head Mistress in regard to Misses Healy and Massey, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
Green, to refer Miss Morgan's letter back for an explanation, as two of the girls mentioned 
had already been appointed pupil teachers by the Committee. Mr. Stuart brought up the 
matter of establishing the proposed school library. It was stated that it was evident from the 
tone of their discussions, the Education Board did not recognise that the Committee were not 
asking for the full cost of the library, but a £ for £ subsidy .On the motion of Mr. Green it was 
resolved to inform the Board that they were awaiting a reply to their application, and wished 
to pursue the movement without delay, Messrs. J. B. Green and J. A. Fuller were appointed a 
Visiting Committee for the ensuing month. The action of, the Chairman in ordering a ton of 
coal and half a cord of firewood for the schools during the winter was confirmed. It was 
resolved to procure two coal scuttles for the girls' school, The Visiting Committee were 
instructed to report upon the matter of furnishing the schools throughout with new chairs. The 
date of the monthly meeting was fixed as the Thursday before the day of meeting of the 
Education Board. The Committee then adjourned. 
12th May 1896 much-vexed subject of home lessons" was discussed in an animated manner 
by the School Committee last night, the question having been brought into debate by the 
casual allusion of a member to an adverse opinion expressed at the recent householders' 
meeting, The Chairman suggested that the teachers be asked to submit a specimen of home 
lessons given during a week. Mr. Rayner said that they need not go to the teachers for a 
sample. The children got too much to do at night. He had had to pack his boy off to bed from 
his lessons, and the boy had suffered at school because he had not finished them. Mr. Green 
said that he had heard numbers of complaints from the parents of girls. But on the other Land, 
the boys were not worked so hard, and the elder ones especially had few home lessons or 
none at all given them. Mr. Stuart said that that was the result of his observation. Mr. Rayner 
thought the children should be given no home lessons at all. Mr. Green thought that the elder 
boys and girls should be required to do such work. Mr. Browne was of the opinion that the 
same syllabus should be observed for boys and girls. He was favorable to only a very 
moderate amount of light work for the elder pupils. The Chairman asked if the supervision of 
home lessons was not within the province of the Inspector. Mr. Browne said that the 
excessive homework inflicted on the children now was merely a means by which the teachers 
shirked their duties and transferred them to the parents. The Chairman thought that the 
system was no hardship at all if not abused. He had never had a complaint from any of his 
children, and never saw them during all the "years of their school life required to do more 
than an hour's work. Mr. Green coincided. Mr. Tunnicliffe said that it was not the fault of the 
teachers. The fault lay in the syllabus. As a rule the children dawdled, and could generally do 
their work in half an hour if they liked. Mr. Dixon said that if to give home lessons were 
right, the school hours should be extended. Mr. Browne asked why the weak and delicate 
pupils, who were not able to stand the excessive strain, should suffer for the sake of the 
stronger and more robust. Mr. Green asked why the progress of the strong should be retarded 
on account of the weak. It was a case of the "survival of the fittest. (Laughter.) ,  
Mr. Fuller said that there was no doubt there was a great deal of disproportion in the system. 
The young children were worked too hard. After further discussion the Visiting Committee 



for the ensuing month Messrs. J. B. Green and J. A. Fuller, were authorised to investigate the 
system pursued in the Borough School, their report to be presented at next meeting. 
14th May 1896 The Blenheim Borough School Cadets were inspected yesterday afternoon by 
Adjutant Littlejohn. The Company was put through various evolutions by the sergeant and 
officers, and the adjutant, at the end of the inspection, expressed himself highly pleased with 
the efficient way all the work was carried out. The adjutant then put the boys through the new 
bayonet exercise and gave the lads ocular demonstration as to the use of the various guards 
and points 
 
16th May 1896 In undertaking to deal with the subject of home lessons, the Blenheim School 
Committee set themselves a difficult problem, and if they succeed in solving it they will gain 
no small amount of kudos! The report of the Visiting Committee, Messrs. J. B. Green and J. 
A. Fuller, who are now engaged in investigating the system pursued in the Borough Schools, 
will be sure to create considerable interest, and the action of the Committee on receiving the 
result of the enquiry will be closely criticised. Judging by the tone of the discussion which 
took place at the last monthly meeting, the School Committee were fairly well divided in 
their ideas on this vexed question, though the consensus of opinion seemed to be that the 
present system of giving home work was unsatisfactory, and it was generally agreed that 
while more was given to the girls than the boys, the younger children were treated 
disproportionately to the older scholars. Before giving our own opinions on the subject, we 
will just point out that unless the Board, the Committee, and the teachers work together 
harmoniously in this matter, the investigations of the Committee can have no really practical 
and beneficial effect. The powers of the Committee, we suppose, do not extend so far as to 
enable them to exert censorship over the purely educational affairs of the school. It is for the 
higher authorities to determine the nature of the syllabus and the manner of instruction; and 
the Inspector, as the official expert, has important duties and responsibilities in this direction. 
The Board, to whom the Inspector is answerable, has the supervision of the methods of 
education, and that body should give all reasonable latitude to the teachers, who would be 
treated most unfairly if restrictions were imposed upon them which would render their work 
laborious, and its results uncertain and unsatisfactory. The syllabus is exacting enough as it 
is, in all conscience, and a teacher's daily task involves more thankless drudgery than what 
most people might suppose. Of course the Committee, being the immediate representatives of 
the householders, are in a far better position than the Board to judge of the feeling of the 
parents on any matter connected with the schools, and the Board cannot rightly ignore their 
voice. Thus it is that we trust the Board will appreciate, in the spirit that it is undertaken, this 
honest endeavor of the Committee to place the process of teaching the young mind to shoot 
on a more satisfactory basis. Speaking for ourselves we are inclined to disfavor “home 
lessons." We believe that if a plebiscite of householders were taken on the question — and 
this is a suggestion worth consideration — it would result in the abolition of the system. The 
crux of the whole difficulty lies in the syllabus, the comprehensiveness of which forces the 
teachers to resort to extraordinary means to secure creditable records J The advancement of a 
teacher depends greatly on his " passes," which are made the subject of critical inspection, 
and their publication also makes him or her anxious to appear as favorably in the eyes of the 
householders as possible. The syllabus has been extended considerably beyond the three 
elementary " E's," (as a well-known student of human nature observed, the future generation 
will surely be all brain and no body) and if the examination requirements are not to be 
relaxed or some rearrangement made, it will become a question whether it would not be 
advisable to extend the school hours. Wo do not think that many teachers shirk their duties, to 
the avoidable infliction of evening studies upon the children, although it would appear that, 
owing to a want of discretion, the night work has not been allotted very judiciously, and the 



young people have not been treated according to their classes and ages. If home lessons were 
absolutely prohibited by the authorities all teachers would be placed upon an equal footing, 
and the most able and energetic among them would be the most successful ones. The 
Committee are establishing a school library, but the institution will not be of much use if the 
scholars have no time to use the books. The grown-up people do not like to be deprived of the 
leisure which comes after their working hours, and the youngsters are in still more need of 
relaxation than their elders. If the Committee find that home lessons are unavoidable, we trust 
that the system will be arranged so that as few as possible are given and to the end that they 
be apportioned with more discretion. 
16th May 1896 The following correspondence bearing upon the dispute between the 
Education Board and the local School Committee has been handed to us for publication : — 
TO THE CHAIRMAN SCHOOL COMMITTEE, BLENHEIM. At the meeting of the Board 
yesterday the following resolution was passed: — " That the Blenheim Committee be notified 
that as their solicitor had varied the agreement made with the Board the latter cannot hold 
itself responsible for any further costs in the matter, but is willing that the Chairman of the 
Board shall meet the Chairman of the Committee to confer on the subject." John Smith, 
Secretary Education Board. May 18, 1896. TO THE CHAIRMAN EDUCATION BOARD. 
Dear Sir, — I am in receipt of your Secretary's letter of the 18th inst., and I am surprised at 
the attitude taken up by the Board in the dispute regarding the appointment of pupil teachers. 
There has been no disagreement with the lawyers, and I must insist on the Board holding to 
the agreement which was made before the Committee consented to the opening of the school. 
There is no necessity for your Chairman to confer with me, as the Committee are unanimous 
that Misses Healy and Massey shall be appointed. — I have, etc., J. T. Robinson, Chairman 
Blenheim Committee. May 14, 1896. 
23rd May 1896 A parade of (be two local rifle companies, with the Garrison Band and 
Borough School cadets, is ordered for 2 p.in. on Monday at the Vernon Butts. (Rifle shooting 
butts) 
5th June 1896 The monthly meeting was held last evening. Present '.—Messrs.  J, T.; 
Robinson (Chairman), Browne, Tunnicliffe, Stuart, Dixon, Rayner, and Gillespie (Secretary). 
Accounts amounting to £9 18s were passed for payment. The Head Master reported that the 
average attendance for the boys' school during the month was 342, the roll number being 409. 
In reply to the Secretary's communication as to the comparison of the recent average with the 
roll number he said that the average last month was 83.8, and he considered an average of 84 
in a school, the larger half of which was composed of infants, was an excellent record, The 
attendance might be larger, but that was a matter in which the parents' were concerned. The 
Head Mistress reported that the average attendance at the girls' school during the month of 
May was 174, the roll number being 215. In reply to the Secretary's communication asking 
for an explanation as to the recommendation of Misses Healey and Massey among others for 
appointment as probationers the Head Mistress said that she acted under a misconception, not 
understanding that the Committee considered that these two young ladies  had already served 
their time as probationers. She asked that the appointment of the others recommended be 
sanctioned. The matter of sanctioning the appointment of probationers was deferred until the 
case under the cognisance of the Supreme Court had been settled. The Committee confirmed 
the action of the Chairman in writing to the Education Board stating that there was no 
disagreement between the lawyers in the matter of the Supreme Court case re the 
appointment of pupil teachers, and insisting on the Board holding to the agreement made 
before the Committee consented to the opening of the schools. Mr. James Hay, a parent, 
wrote taking exception to the practice of keeping children in at the girl's school during the 
dinner hour, and also objecting to home lessons. The chairman said that Miss Morgan had 
told him the home lessons she gave would not take more than half an hour to do. Mr. Rayner 



said that the teacher's side of the matter should always be heard. On the motion of Mr. Stuart 
it was resolved to call the attention of the head mistress to the resolution passed by a former 
Committee to the effect that the children be not kept in during recess or the dinner hour, and 
that a copy of Mr. Hay's letter be forwarded to the Headmistress for an explanation. It was 
resolved to supply pokers and shovels for the girls' school; also to ask the Board for chairs for 
all the schools, to have the outside woodwork of the brick schools and the teacher's residence 
painted, and to attend to the roof of the school, which was in a leaky condition. It was 
resolved to have the infants' lavatory protected against surreptitious ingress at forbidden 
hours. The sub - committee (Messrs. Green and Fuller) appointed by the Blenheim -School 
Committee to investigate the system of home lessons pursued in the Borough Schools did not 
visit the schools during the month, consequently their report is deferred. Last night the 
Committee again discussed this vexed subject. Mr. Rayner explained that the meaning he 
intended to convey at last meeting was that the boys were given more homework than the 
girls, not vice versa. It was stated that previous to the present Inspector's regime no home 
lessons were given in the. school. Several members concurred in an objection to arithmetic 
and tusks involving written preparation. One Committeeman said that if home lessons were 
not abandoned he would not allow his children to do them in future. In accordance with a 
suggestion from the Headmaster the School Committee last night decided to close the schools 
for the midwinter holidays on Friday, June the 25th, and reopen them on July 13th. Some of 
the members of the Committee question the advisableness  of allowing midwinter holidays, 
as it has almost invariably been found necessary in the past to temporarily close the schools 
for a second time during the winter on account of an epidemic of sickness. It is not probable 
that the case Education Board v. Blenheim School Committee, re the appointment of pupil 
teachers, will be heard till the quarterly sessions of the Supreme Court at Blenheim, which 
opens on July the 8th 
8th June 1896 10 THE EDITOR. Sir, — The Education Board meets to-morrow, and it 
behoved that body to give every attention to the dispute with a view to ensuring a speedy 
settlement of the recent deadlock. The Board at its last meeting stated that the Committee's 
solicitor had varied the agreement, but in view of the explicit denial made by both Mr. 
McCallum and Mr. Rogers, it is to be hoped the Board will pay less attention to what is only 
afternoon tea tattle. — I am, etc., No. 72. 
8th June 1896 BOROUGH SCHOOLS V. PICTON SCHOOLS. 
Teams representing the schools played a match in Blenheim on Saturday, the Picton boys 
suffering defeat by 18 points to nil. As far as play goes both schools have produced better 
football. Many of the more elementary departments of the game, such as following-up, for 
instance, appeared to be quite beneath the dignity of the forwards. If the visitors had only 
dropped to the situation they could have played havoc with the local passing which was 
theoretically correct, but painfully slow. The Picton boys, however, seemed to be deeply 
impressed but instead of rushing and intercepting the passing they helped the spectators to 
admire it. Mr. G. Fulton, as referee, had the boys under excellent control, and gave them a 
general satisfaction; at the same time be was strict, even to detail. 
9th June 1896 Pupil Teachership Dispute. — At the Education Board meeting this morning 
was read the letter, which we have already published, from the Chairman of the School 
Committee to the Education Board, maintaining that there was no disagreement between the 
lawyers in the preparation of a case for the Supreme Court, holding the Board to the original 
agreement, and stating there was no need of a conference between the chairmen of the two 
bodies. A lengthy discussion of a conversational nature ensued. The position now is that the 
Board has informed the Committee it will not hold itself responsible for any further costs of 
settlement of the question, there being, in our opinion, an unwarranted departure in the 
direction of unnecessary expensive litigation; and the Committee have replied holding the 



Board to the original agreement to submit the matter to the Supreme Court. The Board, not 
wishing to act without the concurrence of its Chairman, who is engaged on important private 
business in the country, resolved to call a special meeting prior to the sittings of the Supreme 
Court at the beginning of July, or some date convenient to Mr. Seymour (the Chairman) and 
other members, when it will decide the course it will adopt, 
9th June 1896 BLENHEIM. The Committee wrote asking for eight chairs for the schools; that 
the teacher's residence and outer wood-work of brick portion of school be painted, and the 
leaky condition of school roof be attended to. The requests were granted, the architect to call 
for tenders for the work, which are to be achieved by the Works Committee 
18th June 1896 Yesterday afternoon the second fifteen of the Borough School journeyed (o 
Grovetown and played a football match with the Grovetown School boys. The game resulted 
in a draw, no scores being obtained. Mr. Robinson acted as referee 
26th June 1896 Holidays. — The Borough Schools closed for the winter vacation yesterday. 
Owing to the unfavorable weather the intended paper-chase to-day was abandoned 
10th July 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The School Committee held their monthly meeting last evening, Present: Messrs. Robinson 
(Chairman), Rayner, Green, Jackson, Dixon, Stuart, Fuller, Browne, and Tunnicliffe. 
Accounts were passed for payment. The action of the Chairman in closing the schools on the 
Thursday on account of wet weather was confirmed. The monthly report of the Borough 
Mistress stated that the average attendance last month was 154, the roll number being 210. 
The Committee reported that the schools were in a cleanly condition, but | the privy 
accommodation was in a bad state. It was resolved to forward a copy of the report to the 
Board. The Head Master and Head Mistress submitted analyses of home lessons given during 
the week; and the Visiting Committee has reported on the matter. The subject was discussed 
at some length, and it was finally resolved to lie until next meeting. The Inspector's report 
was laid on the table. It was resolved that the supervision at recess seemed hardly sufficient, 
and that the register in one respect last month was incorrect, and to call the Head Master's 
attention to the matter. The Secretary was instructed to thank Mr.  Buick, M.H.R., for copies 
of Messrs. Hall-Jones' and Graham's Bills relating to the election of Education Boards and 
School Committees. 
24th July 1896 Holiday. — The Borough Schools were closed to-day owing to the flood 
8th August 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the School Commit lea was held last night. Present — Messrs. 
Robinson (chairman), Rayner, Green, Stuart, Dixon, Browne and Tunnicliffe. Messrs. Fuller 
and Jackson were granted leave of absence on account of urgent business. Accounts 
amounting to £1 19s were passed for payment. The Headmaster reported that the average 
school attendance last month was 292, the roll number being 421. He asked that a half 
holiday be granted in connection with Colonel Fox’s inspection visit. The request was 
granted. Mr. Gillespie was appointed supervisor for the drawing examination. The 
Headmistress reported that the average attendance last month was 133 4, tin roll number 
being 205. On behalf of the Visiting Committee Mr. Stuart reported that Mr. Sturrock was 
quite willing to work up an entertainment for library funds provided he could get the 
assistance of the girls. Miss Morgan and Miss Brown had promised to render all assistance. 
Mr. Sturrock had informed the children the prizes would be awarded for best attendance from 
the beginning of the year. It was resolved that Mr. Sturrock discriminated us to the error on 
the day of opening the schools. The Visiting Committee's report was adopted; and it was 
resolved that Mr. Dixon be employed to execute some minor repairs mentioned in the report. 
Miss Brown was given permission to use part of the Infant school on Saturdays for two hours 
to hold painting classes, the charge to be 2s 6s for remainder of winter. It was resolved that 



Mr. Gillespie procure one dozen and a half plants to repair the school macrocarpa hedge. 
Messrs.  Brown and Tunnicliffe were appointed a Visiting Committee for the ensuing term. 
8th August 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night. Present — Messrs. 
Robinson (chairman), Rayner, Green, Stuart, Dixon, Browne and Tunnicliffe. Messrs. Fuller 
and Jackson were granted leave of absence on account of urgent business. Accounts 
amounting to £6 19s were passed for payment. The Headmaster reported that the average 
school attendance last month was 292, the roll number being 421. He asked that a half 
holiday be granted in connection with Colonel Fox's inspection visit. The request was 
granted. Mr. Gillespie was appointed supervisor for the drawing examination. The 
Headmistress reported that the average attendance last month was 133 4, tin roll number 
being 205. On behalf of the Visiting Committee Mr. Stuart reported that Mr. Sturrock was 
quite willing to work up an entertainment for library funds provided he could get the 
assistance of the girls. Miss Morgan and Miss Brown hid promised to render all assistance. 
Mr. Sturrock had informed the children the prizes would be awarded for best attendance from 
the beginning of the year. It was resolved that Mr. Sturrock discriminate us to the error on the 
day of opening the schools. The Visiting Committee's report was adopted; and it was resolved 
that Mr. Dixon be employed to execute some minor repairs mentioned in the report. Miss 
Brown was given permission to use t>art of the Infant school on Saturdays for two hours to 
hold painting classes, the charge to be 2s 63 for remainder of winter. It was resolved that Mr. 
Gillespie procure one dozen and a half plants to 'repair the school macrocarpa hedge. Messrs.  
Brown and Tunnicliffe were appointed a Visiting Committee for the ensuing term. 
17th August 1896 The Diphtheria Epidemic. — The Borough and Catholic School 
Committees were medically advised to-day to close the schools on account of the epidemic of 
sore throats, so that danger of infection might be avoided. 
18th August 1896 NOTICE The Borough Schools will be CLOSED, on account of the 
prevailing Epidemic, till further notice. J. T. ROBINSON, Chairman of School Committee 
25th August 1896 When Colonel Fox was on his official visit he promised the school cadets 
new stand of arms, The arms arrived yesterday by the Neptune.  
29th August 1896 Acting upon the advice of Dr. Cleghorn, the School Committee have wisely 
determined not to open the Borough Schools next week. "Prevention is better than cure 
14th August 1896 COLONEL FOX'S INSPECTION. BOROUGH SCHOOL CADETS. The 
annual inspection of the Borough. School Cadet Corps by Colonel Fox took place yesterday 
from 12 to 1.30 pm. Owing to the rain the inspection was held in the Drill Shed, This 
hampered the movements considerably, because the Company is too strong to march in line 
in the Shed. After the customary salute, the Colonel, accompanied by Lieut. Colonel Pitt 
made a man to man inspection of the company, and whilst expressing himself pleased with 
the appearance of the company, he considered that they should be supplied with a better stand 
of arms,' and promised to give the matter his attention. As Lieut.  Colonel Pitt is of the same 
opinion; the corps can confidently expect to be better armed in the near future. The Company 
was exercised in the manual, firing and bayonet exercises; in company movements as applied 
to battalion drill; questioned as to what an outpost sentry should know, and also in outpost 
signaling. The inspecting officer expressed himself aa pleased and satisfied with the work 
done, and considered that the corps had improved since the last annual inspection. In the 
course of his remarks he specially mentioned the smartness and accuracy of the right guide, 
Sergt. W. Girling 
7th September 1896 EDUCATION BOARD AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
AN IMPORTANT JUDGMENT. Mb Justice Edwards delivered judgment in Banes in 
Wellington on Tuesday in the case of the Education Board of Marlborough v. the Blenheim 
School Committee. In this case the defendants, in consequence of a dispute with the plaintiff 



Board as to the validity of the appointment by the Board of certain persons to be pupil 
teachers in the school within the school district, closed the school. and continued to keep it 
closed until ordered to re-open it by an interim injunction in this action. His Honor held that 
the defendants - entirely mistook their powers and duties in the matter. The school buildings 
and land were vested in the Board, for educational purposes, under the Education Act, 1877, 
which also provides that the Committee shall generally have the management of educational 
matters within the school district. The defendants' pretension that they could close the school 
was clearly unjustifiable, and if allowed would enable school committee upon every trivial 
dispute with the Education Board, to bring education to a standstill within the district. As to 
the validity of two appointments, which was the cause of this litigation, it appears that in 
January last there were two vacancies for pupil teachers in the Girls' School at Blenheim, and 
the head teacher recommended that Miss Brewer, who had served her term as a pupil teacher, 
should be reappointed to the vacancy caused by her retiring, and that the other appointment 
should be filled up by the appointment of Miss Carter. The Committee recommend two other 
young ladies for the vacancies, alleging that under the Board's regulations Misses Brewer and 
Carter were not eligible for appointment. The Board, however, filled up the vacancies by 
appointing the candidates recommended" by the headmistress, and the School Committee, in 
retaliation, closed the school. His Honor held that the plaintiff Board was justified in 
appointing Misses Carter and Brewer to be pupil teachers 
7th September 1896 Appeal. — We understand that the School Committee intend to appeal 
against that portion of Mr. Justice Edwards' judgment in the case Education Board v. School 
Committee, with reference to the appointment of the pupil teachers 
Borough Schools. — The Committee have decided to re-open the Borough Schools on 
Wednesday morning next. In the meantime the buildings are being properly ventilated, and it 
is expected the grounds will again be dry and in good order. The closing of the schools with 
the date for the examinations so near has been rather unfortunate, and parents should see that 
their children are punctual and regular in their attendance 
 8th Sept 1896 EDUCATION BOARD v COMMITTEE. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir,— The Supreme Court judgment re the Borough Schools dispute is 
now before us, and must be very satisfactory to the Education Board, who have scored at all 
points. The upshot of the whole arrangement, however, appears to 'be that the Borough 
School Committee is quite an unnecessary body, and that the Education Board are quite 
competent (or rather fancy they are) to run the local schools without any outside interference. 
Whether this is in the interests of the parents of the Blenheim school is, however, quite a 
matter of supreme indifference to the minds of the lofty magnates who administer education 
in Marlborough. As the schools appear to be vested solely in the Board, also the appointment 
and removal of teachers, finance etc. with full power to veto any action of the Committee, I 
fail to see where the functions of the latter come in, unless it is simply to keep the schools 
clean, and attend to purely menial matters. It surely, however, does not require a Committee 
of nine members to attend to this work and endorse all the decrees of the Board. The Board is 
evidently above co-operation with the Committee, indeed, it has been freely stated at Board 
meetings that the latter intended to ignore the Committee altogether. The best plan would be 
for the Committee to resign in a body, and let the Board do their own dirty work as best they 
may; at any rate until the powers of Committees are largely increased by Act of Parliament I 
shall not have anything more to do with them. — I am, etc., Blenheim School 
Committeeman. 
8th September 1896 THE Blenheim Borough Schools will reopen on WEDNESDAY 
MORNING next, 9th instant. Full attendance requested. J. T. ROBINSON, Chairman 
Committee 



11th September 1896 The Blenheim Borough Schools will reopen on WEDNESDAY 
MORNING next, instant. Full attendance requested. J. T. ROBINSON, Chairman Committee 
14th Sept 1896  In the course of an article commenting on Judge Edward’s decision in the 
Blenheim School dispute, the Wellington Post makes the following very pertinent remark?, 
which we heartily reciprocate, adding that in our opinion, if Blenheim were properly 
represented on the Marlborough Education Board all the difficulties and deadlocks would 
vanish: — These conflicts, constantly recurring as they are, prove the necessity that exists for 
some new means of getting the governing bodies of our schools into line, for friction of this 
kind engenders strife, which frequently makes trouble for the teachers and helps to 
demoralise the school. The Hon Mr. Hall Jones has drafted a Bill which deals with the 
election of Education Boards, as to which we have already expressed the opinion that in some 
respects it is unworkable, and in others unfair ; but there is this to be said in its favor —that it 
aims at getting closer representation of the people on these Boards. Admirable as many, 
perhaps all of them, are, we know that in not a few cases length of service on the Board has 
rendered some of the Chairmen autocratic and many of the members non-attentive to the real 
wants of the district. This studied neglect of what are deemed trivialities can hardly be as well 
remedied under a triennial system of elections by Committees all over the district, as by the 
election of local representatives; but the basis must be different from that in the Bill referred' 
to, which would practically disfranchise the larger centres by handing over the balance of 
power to the email districts with few pupils. If, however, some scheme can be evolved which 
will give aggrieved Committees a yearly chance of making their opinions distinctly felt it 
would be a boon. In the Blenheim instance it was several times stated, we recollect, during 
the agitation, that the Education Board had a “down “on the Blenheim schools and its School 
Committee. If the system of local representation on a proper scale were arranged, Blenheim, 
with its preponderance of voting power, would be able to secure its proper proportion of 
representatives, and thus put an end to a feeling that evidently has a deep-rooted existence. It 
is to be hoped, at any rate, that the feud will now come to an end, and that, as we said in the 
beginning, the lesson will not be lost  on Committees everywhere who are always wrangling 
with their Boards, in the sure and certain hope that the alteration of the constitution of these 
Boards is bound to come sooner or later, when there should be no more necessity for the 
costly luxury of law, expending  money that ought to go for educational purposes in the 
endeavor to see who is right. 
1st October 1896 EDUCATIONAL DEADLOCK. 
The following is the full text of the judgment recently delivered by Mr. Justice Edwards in 
the case submit ted to him by the Marlborough Education Board against the Blenheim School 
Committee : — In this case the defendants, in consequence of a dispute with the plaintiff 
Board as to the validity of the appointment by the plaintiff Board of certain persons to be 
pupil teachers in a school within the school district, closed the school and continued to keep it 
closed until ordered to re-open it by an interim injunction of this action. It is contended by the 
plaintiff Board that no matter how far it had mistaken or exceeded its powers in making the 
appointments in question, the defendants had no right to close the school. In my opinion it is 
clear that the defendants entirely mistook their powers and duties in the matter. The school 
buildings, and the land upon which they are erected, are admittedly vested in. the plaintiff 
Board for educational purposes, under the provisions of "The Education Act, 1877." The Act 
does not clearly define the relative powers and functions of Education Boards and School 
Committees, but it is plain that the intention of the Legislature was that the general control of 
educational matters should be in the Education Boards. The 74th section, which defines the 
powers of School Committees, so far as they are defined, provides that subject to the general 
supervision and control of the Board and to inspection by an Inspector, as in the Act 
provided, the Committee shall have the management of educational matters within the school 



district. Tile defendants have interpreted this provision as giving I hem power in the event of 
a dispute with the Education Board to close the school, and to keep it closed until they have 
forced the Beard to accept their interpretation of their, own powers and rights. Such a 
pretension is, in my opinion, clearly unjustifiable, and if it were allowed would enable School 
Committees, upon every trivial dispute with the Education Board, to bring education to a 
standstill within the district. The answer to the first question submits in the special case is 
therefore that, whether the defendants were right or wrong in the view which they took of the 
invalidity of the appointments in dispute, they were not justified in closing the school.  
Next, with respect to the validity of the appointments, which have been the cause of the 
litigation. The 50th section of the Act provides that the Board of any district may engage and 
employ any number of apprentice pupil teachers, subject to such regulations for the 
examination, training, employment and payment of each pupil teachers as may be made from 
time to time. The 100th section of the Act provides that the Governor-in- Council may from 
time to time make, alter, and repeal regulations and orders for (amongst other purposes) the 
employment, education, and examination of pupil teachers. The regulations, which purport to 
be made in pursuance of this power, provides that, subject to such regulations, the Board in 
each educational district shall make its own regulations for the employment, maintenance, 
education, and examination of pupil teachers, and shall submit such regulations to the 
Minister of Education, and that such regulations shall, upon receiving his approval, come into 
operation, and shall not be altered or amended without his authority.  
This provision appears to be of very doubtful validity, as delegating to the Education Boards, 
with the consent of the Minister of Education, the powers which, by the Statute, are given to 
the Governor-in- Council, but upon the reading both the parties desired that this regulation 
should be treated as being made upon sufficient authority. The regulations made by the 
Governor-in Council also provide .that the regulations to be made by any Board shall include 
.provisions to the effect that a young person, of either sex, to be eligible for appointment as a 
pupil teacher must be at least thirteen years of age, of good character, of good constitution, 
and free from any bodily or other defect or infirmity, detrimental to usefulness or efficiency 
as a teacher, and must have passed the examination prescribed for the 5th standard,  
The same regulations also provide that the regulations to be made by the Board shall deal 
with the nature of the agreement with pupil teachers, the term of service, the rate of pay, their 
hours of instruction, and their programme of annual examination; and they declare that 
notwithstanding, anything to the contrary in the regulations made by any Board, such Board 
may appoint any matriculated student of any University to be a pupil teacher. The regulations 
made by the plaintiff  Board under the authority of the Order-in-Council provide that in 
schools entitled under the Board's regulations to the services of pupil teachers, the head 
teacher may employ any scholars, who have passed the 6th standard, for not more than half 
any one day as probationers, to assist in teaching under proper supervision, provided that the 
consent of the parents or guardians, and of the School Committee the first obtained ; that 
these probationers shall receive no payment, but that after having served at least six months 
they shall be eligible for appointment as pupil teachers in preference to any scholars who 
have not so served. The Board's regulations further provide that scholars of either sex to be 
eligible for appointment as pupil teachers must be at least 14 years of age, of good character, 
sound constitution, and free from any bodily defect or infirmity (such as deafness, short sight, 
etc.) detrimental to their efficiency as teachers ; must have passed the 6th standard 
examinations, and must be specially recommended for such an appointment by the head 
teacher of the school at which they have been educated, but if any be eligible preference shall 
be given to scholars attending the school requiring a pupil teacher," 
These regulations also provide that the engagements of all pupil teachers shall cease on the 
last day of their year of service in the 4th class. It appears that in January last there were two 



vacancies for pupil teachers in the girl's school at Blenheim: one caused by the completion by 
Miss Brewer of her term of service as a pupil teacher; the other caused by increased 
attendance. Miss Brewer desired, it appears, to be reappointed for a further term, and there 
were four other young ladies who were eligible for recommendation by the head teacher 
under the Board's rules. The head teacher recommended that Miss Brewer should be 
reappointed for another year, and that the other vacancy should be filled up by the 
appointment of -Miss Carter. The defendants recommended that the vacancies should be 
filled up by the appointment of Miss Healy and Miss Massey, alleging as their ground of 
objection to the appointment of Miss Carter that she was not a probationer under the Board's 
regulations, and was not therefore eligible for appointment; and, as their ground of objection 
to the appointment of Miss Brewer, that her term of service as pupil teacher bad ceased, and 
that she could not be reappointed. The plaintiff Board acted upon the recommendation of the 
head teacher, and reappointed Miss Brewer for a year, and filled up the other vacancy by the 
appointment of Miss Carter. In consequence the defendants, after a somewhat acrimonious 
correspondence, closed the school. On the argument of the case it was contended by the 
defendants' counsel that the regulations of the Board were mandatory, and not merely 
directory ; that under these regulations scholars only were eligible for appointment as pupil 
teachers ; that Miss Brewer was not a scholar; and that, with regard to Miss Carter, the facts 
showed that she had not been educated at the school in which she had been appointed as a 
pupil teacher ; and that, therefore, the recommendations of the head teacher of that school 
were not in compliance with the regulations, which require the recommendation to be by the 
head teacher of the school in which the candidate has been educated, and it was alleged that 
she was therefore ineligible. It was admitted by the plaintiff Board that Miss Carter first 
began to attend the Blenheim Girls' School on 2nd February, 1895, and that she had then 
passed the 6th standard. The defendants are therefore probably right in alleging that she could 
not be said to have been educated at the Blenheim Girls' School within the meaning of the 
Board's regulations. It was admitted by both parties that all the four young ladies who were 
aspirants for the position of pupil teachers were in the same position, so far as their service as 
probationers was concerned, the objection to such service being that the assent of the School 
Committee thereto had not been formerly obtained. The ground of objection stated by the 
defendant to the plaintiff Board, to Miss Carter's appointment therefore entirely fails, and 
they have to fall back upon the objection now raised by their counsel to the recommendation 
of the head teacher. But if the recommendation given to Miss Carter is based upon this 
ground, the other candidates whom the defendants with to force the Board to employ, are in 
the position of having no special recommendation at all to comply with the regulations. So 
that if the defendants are right in their contention there is no candidate who possesses, the 
necessary qualifications, and no. pupil teacher can be appointed. This result, in my opinion, is 
in itself the strongest possible arguments against the defendants' contention. -In my opinion 
the Board's regulations upon this subject, if they have any validity at all, are merely directory 
and not imperative. It is not contended that either Miss Carter or Miss Brewer is disqualified 
under the statute or under the order in Council. I doubt very much if the Board, by any 
regulations made by itself, could deprive itself of the power and duty, to appoint the persons 
best qualified to fill the vacant posts in its gift. The Board can no doubt lay down rules for its 
own guidance in a reasonable manner in the exercises of its duties. I do not think that the 
regulations relied upon amount to anything more than rules laid down by the Board for its 
own guidance, upon which it ought to act, other things being equal. I do not think that the 
disregard of those rules for any reason which appears to be sufficient to the Board itself can 
give a legal ground of com plaint to any person, or can give rise to any legal remedy. With 
regard to Miss Brewer, the ground of complaint is that she is not a scholar, but the rules, even 
if they were imperative and not merely directory, do not profess to exclude the Board from its 



power to appoint proper persons, who are not scholars, to be pupil teachers. They simply 
profess to lay down what are to be the qualifications of persons who are scholars, There can 
be no doubt that the Board in acting upon the recommendation of the present head teacher, 
concurred in by the lady who was in conduct of the school during the absence of the present 
head teacher in England, has been actuated alone by its desire to do its duty to the public. I 
think that it has acted within its powers, and that it is to be regretted that the defendant should 
have endeavored to question its action upon grounds which, are merely technical. I think that 
the defendants have failed to attach due weight to the recommendation of the head teacher, 
who justly pointed out that the object of requiring that recommendation was to obtain the 
best, most hard-working and capable teachers, and that as she was responsible for the conduct 
of the school, and would receive the blame if the class of a pupil teacher was not in good 
order or failed to pass well, she was anxious to obtain those pupil teachers who would do the 
best in class teaching and management. The answer to the second question put in the special 
case is, therefore, that the plaintiff Board was justified in appointing Constance Carter and 
Lottie Brewer to be pupil teachers. 
9th October 1896 Resigned. — At last night's meeting of the Blenheim School Committee, the 
Chairman said that after next meeting he would be reluctantly compelled to resign his 
membership 
9th October 1896 The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last evening. 
Present—Messrs.  J. T. Robinson (chair), H, L. Jackson, L. E. Browne, C. Tunnicliffe, R. 
Dixon, 0. D. Stuart. The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance at the Girls' 
School last month was 177, the roll number being 199. The Headmaster reported that the 
average attendance at the Boys' School during the month was 355, the number on the roll 
being 432; the largest attendance was 391. The Visiting Committee reported that the schools 
were in good order. Accounts amounting to £20 were passed for payment 
4th November 1896 DRAWING EXAMINATION. 
The results of the drawing examination held in connection with the Technical School, 
Wellington, have just come to hand. The following boys were successful: — Freehand 
Drawing. — Fred Bottrell, Victor Bythell, Gordon Boundy, Harold Cooke, Lewis Clouston. 
Walter Dames, Robert Eckford, Graham Griffiths, George Griffiths, St John Horton, Wilfred 
Jellyman, Arnot Leslie, George 1 Mead, Charles Millington, John McCallum, Sinclair 
Macalister, William Newman.  
Geometrical Drawing. — Fred Bottrell, Dick Ball, Sydney Bull, Charles Bush, Percy Cooke, 
Eric Croker, Henry Costello, R. Dobson, I Frank Edwards, David Fraser, Laurie Grace, 
Sydney Heale, Leonard Howard, Wm. Higgs, Albert Jellyman, Arnot Leslie, Herman Lange, 
S. Macalister, Wm« McCallum, Robert Park, Albert Purser, Wm. Strickland, Charles Stuart, 
Roy Simson, and Norman Wanden. 
Scale Drawing. — Charles Allen, Arthur Bartlett, Fred Bottrell, Victor Bythell, Gordon 
Boundy, Richard Dobson, George Griffiths, Wilfred Jellyman, Geo. Mead, Charles 
Millington, S. Macalister, Wm. Newman, John Priddle, Charles Stuart, Richard Taylor, 
Herbert Wanden. Model Drawing. — Bernard Cooke, Roy Furness, Wm. Girling, Humphrey 
Grace, Mervyn Horton, Ernest gay, Percy Jackson, Charlie MacLauchlan, Frank Mullen, 
Roland Powell.  
The following boys attending the Borough School have now full drawing certificates: — 
Bernard Cooke, Roy Furness, Wm. Girling, Humphrey Grace, Mervyn Horton, E. Hay, Percy 
Jackson, Charles McLauchlin. Frank Mullen, Roland Powell, and Arthur Rayner 
6th November 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. There were 
present — Messrs. Robbins (chairman), Browne, Dixon, Tunnicliffe, and Fuller. The Head 
Master reported that the average attendance at the boys' school during the month was 380.9, 



the roll number being 433, The results of the drawing examination had come to hand and he 
was pleased to report a very successful result. The number of full certificates gained this year 
was 10, as against five last year.  
It was resolved to request the Education Board to erect two new closets. Messrs. Stuart and 
Dixon were appointed the Visiting Committee for the next term. Accounts were passed for 
payment. "When the vice-regal party were in Blenheim a short time ago, Lady Glasgow was 
so pleased with the behaviour of the school children that she asked for a holiday for them. His 
Worship the Mayor wrote to the School Committee and requested that they be given a 
holiday on some convenient date, in accordance with Lady Glasgow's wish.  
Last night the Committee fixed the special holiday for the day immediately following the 
general examination, which takes place in the Boys' School on Tuesday next. Mr. J. T. 
Robinson, Chairman of the School Committee, following up his intimation at the previous 
meeting, said that he had definitely decided to resign his membership. Members accepted the 
resignation with much regret, and deferred the matter of appointing a successor to the next 
meeting, Mr. Robinson consenting to act as chairman in the meantime. The householders 
have always held a high opinion of the manner in which Mr. Robinson has forwarded and 
protected their interests, and will share the regret of the Committee at his retirement from 
office. 
20th November 1896 “John ' Bull and His Trades" is in active rehearsal by the scholars of the. 
Borough School. Mr. D. A Sturrock has been appointed chief Consul for Marlborough in 
connection with the New Zealand Cyclists' Touring Club. 
28th November 1896 Cadet Volunteers. — To give an impetus to cadet marksmanship Mr. R. 
M. Harding has presented a very handsome silver medal for the highest aggregate score made 
by the Borough School Cadet Corps in four rounds. The first round was fired yesterday 
morning, and although the light and the wind were against the juvenile shooter, some very 
creditable scores were made. The ranges fired at were 200 and 300 yards, government targets, 
5 shots at each, and as some of the Cadets are too small to hold the rifle steady at the standing 
and kneeling positions any military position was allowed. H. Robinson with 22 to his credit 
put on top scores closely followed by B. Cooke 20, Powell 18, Grace 17. It is probable that a 
team from the Cadet Corps will challenge the 3rd class shots of the adult companies to a 
friendly match 
9th December 1896 The School Entertainment — “John Bull and his Trades" was rehearsed 
by the orchestra last night, The music is taking, and abounds with solos, duets and choruses. 
A full rehearsal is to be held at 7.30 this evening in Ewart’s Hall, 
11th DECEMBER 1896  
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. 
BOROUGH SCHOOL  
CONCERT. 
 In aid of Prize and, Library Fund.  
THE CONCERT OF THE SEASON. 
DECEMBER 15 and 16, 1896. A 
ACTION Songs: II  
The Old Black Cat," 
 "Gently Rock the Cradle,"  
“The Cobbler," 
 1 don't want to Play in Your Yard."  
OPERETTA, 
'JOHN BULL & HIS TRADES; 
Solos, Duets, Choruses. 
 Popular Prices: 3/-, 2/-, 1/-.  



Reserved Seats at Mrs. Bushell's.  
COME EARLY! COME EARLY! 
 
11th December 1896 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night, Present — Messrs. J, 
Robinson (chairman), L. A, Browne, C. D. Stuart, J. B. Rayner, On the motion of Mr. 
Rayner, Mr. Tunnicliffe was elected chairman, vice Mr. Robinson, whose resignation was 
accepted at last meeting 1 . A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Robinson for the 
able manner in which he had carried out his duties as chairman. The Head Master reported 
that since the last meeting the school had been examined by the inspector, and considering 
the loss of time that occurred during the year; the results were creditable. The percentage 
gained was 86. The results of the special and extra subjects had not come to hand, but taking 
them all round they should be encouraging. He would forward the names of those entitled to 
prizes for good conduct next day. The average attendance at the boys' school during the 
month was 329 6, the roll number being 399. The annual school concert in aid of the library 
takes place on " Tuesday and Wednesday next, and the wherewithal for the prizes would be 
provided from the receipts. He recommended that the holidays begin on Wednesday next, and 
the reopening day be January 26, The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance at 
the girls' school during the month was 1595, the roll number being 194. The percentage of 
passes in connection with the recent examination were net so high as she had anticipated, but 
was better than might have been expected from the very broken year. On the whole the girls' 
school had done as well as the majority of schools in the district. The Headmistress 
recommended that the school close for the holidays on Thursday next, and open on Tuesday, 
January 26th. It was resolved that the teachers be asked- to make up the list of prizes for 
attendance up. to Friday tight, and forward the same to the Chairman; that the Chairman and 
Head Master select the books for prizes and settle as to who is to present the awards ; and that 
the teachers be requested to furnish the Committee with a detailed report of the recent 
examinations. Mr. Stuart, on behalf of the Visiting Committee, reported that the schools were 
found to be in good working order. It was resolved that the schools close for the holidays on 
Thursday next, and re open on January 25. In accordance with the recommendations of the 
Visiting Committee, Head Master, and Head Mistress, it was decided that several small 
repairs be effected in connection with ' the schools during the holidays. The janitor's account 
of £4 was passed for payment. 
12th December 1896 John Bull and his Trades, — This tuneful operetta will be performed on 
Tuesday and Wednesday by the scholars  attending the Borough School. The work has been 
prepared with considerable care, and the scholars taking part are doing good justice to the 
music allotted. The operetta is a descriptive one, and abounds with solos, duets, and choruses. 
The object of the entertainment is to provide prizes and to establish a library for the benefit of 
the scholars. Such a laudable object  should entice a large number to hear the performance. 
Action songs are to be given by the infants, and judging from the way they were received last 
year a pleasure is in store for the audience. It will be seen. from the advertisement the 
management has decided to play two nights so that the performance may not be marred by an 
overcrowded and overheated house. The reserved seat? may be booked at Mrs.  Bushell's. 
16th December 1896  THE SCHOOL CONCERT. 
To use a ' theatrical phrase, the Borough School opened their season in Ewart's Hall last night 
with immense success. It goes without saying that there was a large audience. The Borough 
School children do not know what it is to appear before a small audience, and, if their present 
high histrionic standard is maintained, they never will go through that experience. On this 
occasion the juveniles really distinguished themselves, and deservedly earned a great amount 
of kudos. The programme was full of incident and interest. First of all there were the action 



songs by the infants. Very nice the little people looked ; and with such freshness of voice did 
they sing, with such confidence and spontaneousness did they act, that they captivated the 
audience and made it deeply concerned in the doings of the "Old Black Cat," " The 
industrious Cobbler," "The Sparrow," and other equally historic characters. The duet " I don't. 
want to play in your yard , " which was excellently rendered, was encored. So was the 
Japanese Fan song, the dance pertaining to which was executed with Lilliputian gracefulness. 
The success of this portion of the programme reflects much credit on the tuition of Miss 
Brown. Miss Rhoda Barnett capably supplied the pianoforte accompaniments for the 
children. Then there" was the cantata " John Bull and his Trades," performed by the older 
scholars. A complete orchestra took part in the piece, which was conducted by Mr. D. A. 
Sturrock. The music is very pleasing, and it was interpreted with considerable merit. The 
choruses were fully voiced, and given spiritedly'; the solos and duets were rendered in a style 
which gave evidence of careful training. The dresses of the various characters were well 
made' up, and the dialogue was distinctly spoken. On the whole the audience .was enabled to 
follow the argument of the piece with more than usual clearness, and thus the children's 
performance had the merit of sustained interest. The title role was filled by Master M. 
Horton, and he made a worthy John Bull. the other characters were represented as follows :-
— Messenger, Miss O. Litchfield ; baker, Master R Simson ; miller, Master B. Cooke ; 
farmer, Master H. Cooke ; grocer, Master F. Tunnicliffe ; fruiterer, Miss Agnes Healy ; 
draper. Miss Millie Tunnicliffe ; manufacturer, Master Roy Furness ; dressmaker, Miss L. 
Cribb ; tailor, Master Robert Eckford ;- bootmaker, Master Victor Bythell; hatter, Master 
William Fee; carpenter, Master Arthur Rayner ; mason, Master Humphrey Grace; smith, 
Master Charles Allen ; ironmonger, Master Gordon Litchfield; tiler, Masker Sinclair 
Macalister ; druggist, Master Wm. Girling ; bookseller, Master Wilfred Jellyman. Mr. 
Sturrock is to be complimented on his training of the children, which does him the more 
credit because the cantata was prepared in an exceptionally short space of time,  
A second entertainment will be given to-night, when an attendance even larger than that of 
last night is anticipated. Between the first and second parts of the programme last evening an 
interesting ceremony took place in the form of the presentation of school attendance prizes. 
Mr. G. W. McIntosh, acting in the unavoidable absence of His Worship the Mayor, made the 
presentations on the, stage. In his prefatory remarks he announced that the M.H.R. gold 
medals, for the boy and girl attaining the highest number of marks in the examination of. the 
sixth standards in schools of the district, had been won this year by Master Hoy Furness and 
Miss Edith Bull, both of the Borough School. These trophies had been given by Mr. Buick, 
lately member for the district, and the community was greatly indebted to that gentleman for 
this earnest of his interest in educational matters (applause). Whilst their success did much 
credit to the distinguished young scholars who had gained the honors, it also reflected to the 
credit of Mr. Sturrock, Headmaster, and Miss Morgan, Headmistress (applause. He hoped the 
worthy example set by the winners would be emulated by all the school children in the 
district. Speaking of the prizes  he was about to present he said nothing was more gratifying 
to the teachers than regular attendance. Mr. Tunnicliffe, Chairman of the School Committee, 
was on the stage during the ceremony. 
16th December 1896 Before proceeding with the ordinary business the Board expressed its 
sympathy with Mr. Smith, School Inspector, and family, in the recent death of his son, Mr. 
Harry Smith, who had been an able assistant in the clerical work of the Board's office 
The action of the Works Committee in purchasing from Mr. J . White, according to the 
Board's resolution, a section of land adjoining the Borough School property was confirmed, 
BLENHEIM. The Committee wrote asking that the concrete under school verandah be 
repaired. Matter referred to architect. On the recommendation of the Head Mistress, Miss F. 
T. Harris was granted a fourth term of pupil teachership. ' - The Works Committee had been 



unable to attend to the requirement of teachers' privy accommodation at the school ; but the 
matter would be settled shortly 
17th December 1896  The Borough School concert was repealed last night before a large 
audience. The entertainment went off more successfully, if anything, than on Tuesday night, 
the children being, naturally, more confident in their stage deportment than on their first 
appearance. The action  songs were well received, and the Japanese fan song again proved a 
popular item. The cantata ",John Bull and his trades " went with a better swing than 
previously ; the choruses were especially well sung, and there was an improvement in the 
solos and duets. The school is to be congratulated on the success of their double 
entertainment. It does them much credit 
30th December 1896 It will interest many of our readers, to know that the Deep Creek School  
underwent a most creditable examination, every scholar on the roll passing in the respective 
standards. In addition to this a pupil narrowly escaped winning one of the Marlborough 
scholarships, being third on the list ; and another pupil won the girl's M.H.R. medal for 
country schools, The teacher, Mr. A. Stratford— who received his tuition and gained his 
teaching experience in the Blenheim Borough. School— is to be congratulated upon the 
success of his work since his appointment to Deep Creek. 

1897 
1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Sturrock David A D1 Head Master  £    261.10  

1897 152 Blenheim Girls Morgan Margaret D1 Head Female  £    200.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Simson Charles E2 Assistant Master  £    150.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Brown Mary M D2 Assistant Female  £    115.00  

1897 152 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary E2 Assistant Female  £       90.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Keys Edith A 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Barnett Rhoda C 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Harris Annie M 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Cribb Grace 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Farmar Clara S 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1897 152 Blenheim Girls Harris Florence M 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1897 152 Blenheim Girls Carter Lucie C 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1897 345 Blenheim Boys  Wanden Arthur 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  

1897 152 Blenheim Girls Healy Annie 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  
9th January  1897 There are numbers of children in this district, of the qualified age, who do 
not attend school. The School Committee are aware of this and last night they resolved to ask 
the Education Board to appoint a Truant Officer under the School Attendance Act. A member 
of the Police Force used to act in that capacity, but the Government notified a short time ago, 
that the guardians of the peace should not perform such a duty. 
12th January 1897 BLENHEIM. The Committee asked that a Truant Officer be appointed. 
After a lengthy discussion the following resolution was passed: — " That a sum of £20 a year 
be offered for a Truant Officer for the Blenheim schools, with a bonus of 20 per cent, on the 
increased capitation received by the Board as a result of his efforts, the bonus to be paid 
quarterly, and the average attendance of last year to be taken as a basis of calculation. It was 
resolved to pay the price (£45) required by Mr. S. J. Macalister, for a small section of land 
adjoining the Borough School property.  
In accordance with the recommendation of the Head Mistress, Miss. Healey was appointed 
pupil teacher 
The Architect reported that the repairing of the concrete work at the Borough School had 
been deferred till winter- time. 



23rd January 1897 At a meeting of the School Committee last night there were present — 
Messrs. Tunnicliffe (chair), Green, Fuller, Dixon, Stuart, and Browne. The following four 
names were considered as those of candidates for election to the Education Board! — Messrs. 
J. Duncan, J. Chaytor, Thos. Philpotts, R. McCallum. Messrs. McCallum and Duncan were 
nominated.  
The Secretary of the Education Board wrote stating that, upon the recommendation of the 
Head Teacher, Miss Annie Healy bad been appointed as a pupil teacher of the first class. The 
request of Miss Brewer for a letter of recommendation as a teacher was granted. On the 
motion of Mr. Green, seconded by Mr. Browne, it was resolved to draw the attention of the 
bead teachers to the large number of failures in the different standards at the late examination 
in the subjects of arithmetic and geography, and that they be asked for an explanation. 
Messrs. Green and Filler were appointed Visiting Committee for the ensuing term. 
25th January 1897 Borough Schools opened this morning. Teachers and Scholars in good 
fettle for work. Keep it up! 
5th February 1897 The School Committee held their monthly meeting last when there were 
present— Messrs. Tunnicliffe (chairman), Rayner, Stuart, Dixon, and Browne, The 
Headmaster reported that the average attendance at the Boys' School last month was 338, the 
roll number being 416. He also gave an explanation as to the failures in arithmetic and 
geography at the late examination. The Attendance at the Girls’ School during the month was 
168.5, the roll number being 224. In her explanation as to the record in arithmetic and 
geography at the recent examination she said that the unusual proportion of failures was 
largely due to the irregular attendance and the closing of the Schools for the diphtheria 
epidemic and for other reasons. Ben Keys and Arthur Wanden applied for a pupil teachership 
in the Boss', School. It was resolved to forward the applications to the Board with the 
Headmaster's recommendation. It was decided to supply a window required for the Infant 
School. Accounts amounting to £5 2s were passed for payment 
9th February 1897 The Truant Officer. — Seven applications were received by the Education 
Board to-day for the position of Truant Officer of the Blenheim Schools. After some 
discussion it was resolved to defer the, appointment till next month, and write to the 
applicants in the meantime to ask them whether they would be willing that Spring* lands and 
Grovetown should be included in the area of operations. 
9th February 1897 BLENHEIM. The Committee asked for a £ for £ subsidy on £15 16s, the 
amount subscribed for the purpose of establishing a school library. The request was 
complied, the money to be handed over to the Board according to regulation. 
Applications were received from A. Wanden and B. Keys (Nelson College) for the position 
of pupil teacher / in the Boys' School. Wanden having prior claim by virtue of his term / of 
probationership, was appointed 
10th February 1897 The Inspector’s Report included: The case of the Blenheim Schools are 
not so readily to be accounted for. They certainly laboured under some disadvantage owing to 
their being closed for several weeks on account of the prevalence of diphtheria, and this, too, 
in the case of the Blenheim Girls 1 School very shortly before the examination. The ill-
advised action of the School Committee in closing the Girls' School, together with the 
circumstances preceding and following that action, no doubt exercised an undesirable 
influence upon the discipline and progress of the school. 
10th February 1897 EVENING CLASSES. MR. C. SIMSON, of the Blenheim Boy's School, 
will resume his Evening Classes on the 6th instant. Terms, etc., on application. 
16th February 1897 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
ZO THB EDITOR. 
Sir, — Having a holiday to-day (Sunday), I think I will write a few lines just to enlighten 
Pater." We have to teach the paters and maters as well as the children. Now, Pater, don't you 



know that the teachers do not fix their own holidays — either the time or the duration of 
them. The School Committees— made up chiefly of paters — do all that for us. Also, don't 
you know that nearly always the interests of the children are studied as to when and how long 
holidays shall be given. Holidays are given purposely for hop-picking, pea-pulling, potato- 
work, just to suit the children and the paters and maters who may be concerned in those 
industries. Teachers don't go pea-pulling and hop-picking. But they have to take the holidays, 
nevertheless, knowing that meanwhile the work of the school is at a standstill. When holidays 
are given purposely for teachers without any regard whatever to the likings or dislikings of 
the scholars, there will be other people at the head of affairs. And, dear Pater, you have made 
one other grievous error. You might have noticed that Inspector Smith talks about "keepings 
in." Now, when your children are " kept in," dear Pater, who else is " kept in?" Why the 
teacher, of course. This is not "holiday," you know. You also know very well that your 
statement about "25 hours a week" is all 
fudge. If you really are a pater, you know very well that your children do not arrive at school 
exactly at 9.80 a.m. and find the teachers of the Blenheim Schools all just arriving also in a 
body. You also must know that at 4 p.m. it is never the case that all the scholars and all the 
teachers suddenly issue from the school doors like a besieged garrison evacuating a fortress at 
the call of time. I have been a teacher a few years, and I find it absolutely necessary to get to 
work in my school as soon after 8 a.m. as possible, every school-day of the year. Would you 
kindly also ask Mr. Sturrock or Miss Morgan or any of your junior teachers whether they 
ever do any school work at night or on Saturday. Did you know Mr. J. P. Lucas ? He was at 
school work every Saturday morning for about two hours. You have made the same mistake 
about tradesmen — they don't cease work the very moment the shop door is shut. I think, 
dear Pater, if you would come to school we could teach you a lot more about schools and 
school-work than you appear to know. But perhaps you know better all the time. If you don't 
you ought to. And again, how often paters and maters give holidays themselves, without ever 
thinking of consulting the teachers as to whether such holidays will interfere with the 
progress of their children. , I think you must admit, dear Pater, that teachers have, very little 
to do with holiday-giving, but have to take them as they come ; and when the  school is 
empty of scholars, they cannot teach. — I am, etc., ; Teacher 
17th February 1897  Following a letter by Pater saying school holidays too long His 2nd letter 
(attached below) 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
TO THE EDITOR 
Sir, — Many thanks  to your correspondent " Teacher " for his efforts to enlighten my dull 
comprehension. I might state, however, that I am well aware that teachers do not fix their 
own holidays, and I did not infer anything to the contrary in my previous letter, nor did I wish 
to cast any reflection on teachers for taking holidays when offered to them ; but it was the 
system of giving such wholesale holidays that I objected to; (a system that ought to be " 
knocked on the head " as speedily as possible). It seems to me that these long vacations are 
kept up simply because we have drifted into a groove and the old custom must be adhered to. 
You can scarcely find a parent anywhere but what objects to the present system of holidays at 
Christmas and midwinter as altogether overdone. With regard to the " keeping in " referred to 
by " Teacher," he does not make the application correctly. According to Inspector Smith's 
report as published in the Express a few days ago, he says that " keeping in " is mainly 
indulged in when the school examination is drawing on, in a frantic effort to make up for 
valuable time which is lost at the beginning of the year. " Teacher " goes on to make the 
somewhat vague statement that he finds it absolutely necessary to get to work in his school 
"as soon after 8 a.in. as possible every school day of the year." This might mean anything or 
nothing at all. As soon after 8 may mean as soon as " the spirit moves him." Of course I know 



pupil teachers have got to be trained after or before school hours, but I also know that the 
Education Board pays well for this work in addition to regular salaries. Your correspondent 
doubtless imagined he scored a point when he mentioned the startling fact that a certain 
pedagogue " was at school every Saturday morning for at least two hours!" After that 
crushing argument, no wonder he draws his letter to a close. I might say in reply, that some 
tradesmen are at work every Saturday for some 12 or 13 hours ; but that is not considered 
worthy of special mention. I might repeat again that I freely admit that teachers have very 
little to do with holiday giving, except, perhaps, in some localities where they control the 
Committee ; but when the school work of the past year shows such a marked falling-off from 
previous years, and needs so much apology, it seems to me to be entirely wrong that so much 
valuable time should be wasted in the earlier part of the year, and whoever has the granting of 
holidays (whether it be Committee or Board), I trust that they will take steps to curtail the 
number by at least one-half. — I am, etc., Pater Blenheim 
5th March 1897 At the meeting of the School Committee held last night there were present : 
Messrs. Tunnicliffe (Chairman), Rayner, Stuart. Jackson, Brown, Dixon, Greer, and Fuller. A 
letter was received from Mr. Leslie complaining that his boy had been ill-treated by the 
second master. It was resolved to refer the letter to the second master for an explanation. The 
Secretary of the Education Board wrote stating that on the payment to (he Board of the £15 
raised by the Committee for the purposes of a school library, the Board would grant a £ for £ 
subsidy. The Chairman and Mr. Green were deputed to wait on the Board and ask it to 
subsidise the amount with a condition allowing the Committee to spend the £15 itself. 
Accounts amounting to £6 12s were passed for payment.  
The Head Master reported that the average attendance last month was 341, the roll number 
being 429. The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance was 174, and the roll 
number 228. The Visiting Committee reported that a few minor alterations in connection with 
the school building were necessary, and the Secretary was instructed to attend to them. It was 
resolved to forward to the Board the name of Mr. W. Nosworthy as auditor of the 
Committee's accounts 
 
6th March 1897 School Attendance. — The teachers at the Borough Schools evidently labor 
under difficulties, being considerably hampered in their work by the irregular attendance of 
the children. In the Magistrate's Court this morning Mr. Sturrock stated that out of 84 
children on one of the rolls 49, or more than half, had failed this week to make the requisite 
number of attendances, and of the remainder a considerable number had only made six 
attendances out of a possible ten. In the case of one girl he mentioned, during the last six 
weeks she had been totally absent one week, had made three attendances in one other, and 
during the remaining four had only attended six times per week. Parents should study their 
children and the teachers a little more, and send their “olive branches" to school more 
regularly 
We are pleased to hear that Miss L. M. Brewer— late of the Borough schools, but now in 
charge of the Deep. Creek School— has completed her Class E, examination, and has also-
received a partial D. certificate. Miss Brewster (Sic) is a consistent and devoted teacher, and 
her friends will be glad to hear of her success 
19th March 1897 School Excursion. — The Borough Boys' School were granted a holiday 
today owing to the visit of the Picton School children. The usual cricket was played by the 
boys 
25th March 1897 SCHOOL EXCURSION. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — The Picton school has just had a very pleasant outing at a cost of a 
mere trifle. Why can't the Blenheim schools follow suit? The railway authorities very 
generously have agreed to grant special privileges to school children and parents in charge of 



same in the way of excursions, and I think the School Committee, teachers, or whoever is 
responsible for organising these outings, ought to take advantage of the special facilities 
offered to ge.t up a school picnic at Picton before the present fine weather has left us. — I 
am, etc., Parent. 
1st April 1897 School Excursion to Picton — The usual yearly excursion to Picton by the 
Borough Schools takes place tomorrow. For the information of parents the tickets for the 
children cost 9d return, and parents can travel to Picton and back for the small sum of 1s 6d. 
We wish the children, parents, and teachers a pleasant outing 
2nd April 1897 Train. — The usual afternoon train for Picton will not leave Blenheim until 7 
o'clock this evening. The delay is owing to the school excursion which took place to Picton 
to-day 
3rd April 1897 School Excursion to Picton. — A large number of parents and children 
journeyed to Picton for the annual excursion yesterday. The day was everything that could be 
desired, and the outing proved most enjoyable to all. When the train arrived in Picton Mr.  
Howard met the boys and invited them (the cricket team), to partake of lunch. The match 
proved most interesting and exciting, and resulted in a draw in favor of Picton. For the Picton 
teem Fisk played through the innings, and gave an excellent performance. Horton, Hutcheson 
and. Bottrell, played best for the Blenheim boys. Afternoon tea was provided on the cricket 
ground, which presented quite a gay appearance. The train left at 5 p.m. and arrived in 
Blenheim at 6 15 p.m., everyone feeling satisfied with the day's amusement 
14th April 1897 EDUCATION IN MARLBOROUGH. 
+ An interesting piece of early local history, recording the main facts of the progress of 
education in Marlborough, was adduced at the meeting of the Education Board yesterday. In 
expressing his acknowledgement to the members for his election to the position of Chairman 
for the twenty first year, Mr. A, P. Seymour said that it would not be out of place to say a few 
words with regard to the efforts made in the earlier days in the cause of education, (hear 
hear). There were very few persons living now who could speak of these efforts, and, 
singularly enough, three of those who took an active part in the affairs of times gone by were 
at present members of the Board — Capt. Baillie, Mr. T. Carter, and himself Looking outside 
of the Board it would be difficult to get anyone at all to give a reminiscent review of 
educational progress, The first Provincial Council at its meeting in 1860 did nothing more, 
educationally, than repeal the Nelson Acts and other measures operating in the new district, 
and vote £300 to the Blenheim School. This grant was set down in the records, and he 
apprehended that this was the only school they possessed at that time. In 1861 they passed an 
Act which provided that the Superintendent should divide the province into districts, each 
district to elect one member to a Central Board, that Board appointed the teachers, and funds 
were provided by a household rate of £1 and school fees of 5s for each child up to four, while 
the Provincial Council supplied £1120. It is interesting to recall the fact that religious 
instruction was permitted. Whether such instruction was given, Mr. Seymour said, he did not 
remember. Those conditions prevailed till 1875 when another Act was passed, by which the 
Superintendent and Executive became the Board, Colonel Baillie would doubtless remember 
that it was under these circumstances he became a member of the Board in the early days. 
Then local Committees were introduced, three members of such being elected, by the 
householders in each district. The household rate of £1, and school fees of 5s, remained in 
force, the Council giving £1200. The Board administered the funds; but, curiously enough in 
the light of present conditions, the local Committees chose the teachers, and fixed salaries. 
He did not know how that provision would work out now; it was contrary to present 
established principles. In 1870 another change was made. Then an Act was passed which 
constituted the local bodies Education Boards in their own districts. A land tax was imposed 
with a minimum of 1d and a maximum of 2d in the £ on the value to let; and the Council 



handed over to the local bodies all publicans' licenses and bottle licenses, and the 
management of reserves.  
The school fees were reduced to 1s for the first child, 6d each for the second and third, and 3d 
each for any other children between the ages of 7 and 12. That remained practically the 
system until 1876 when the Abolition Act was passed, to take effect in 1877. The only 
alteration was the increase of the maximum of the land tax to 3d in the £ on the annual value 
or Id on the value to sell. In 1872 the Council gave £1000. Year by year the Council added to 
their grants, until in 1875 the amount had increased to £1880, showing that the interests of the 
school were well cared for. These were the conditions that obtained up till 1876. After 
abolition the General Assembly appointed the Board. The land tax then disappeared, and the 
publicans' fees were given to the Boroughs, but the school fees were retained by the local 
bodies, while to meet the   deficiency a money grant was obtained from the Government. 
Then came the Act of 1877,  
In 1877 there were 18 schools in the district and 715 pupils; in 1887. 28 schools 1627 pupils; 
and in 1897, '60 schools and 2185 pupils. Owing to the absence of early returns he could not 
carry the comparison further back than 20 years, As to secondary education an attempt was 
made to establish a high school in connection with the  Blenheim school many years ago, on 
a basis of extra fees, but the  movement was of very limited character. 
27th April 1897 Present appearances seem to indicate that there will be no Blenheim School 
Committee for the ensuing year. The members of the old Committee, all of whom decline re-
election are— Messrs. C Tunnicliffe, H. L. Jackson, L. A. Browne, R Di X r>n, 0 Stuart, J. 
B. Green, J. A. Fuller, J. Rayner 
The amount spent by the Blenheim School Committee during the year in the cleaning of 
schools end outbuildings was £61 5s 6d. This is the largest portion of their total annual 
expenditure, which amounted to £100 6s. Other items are £13 11s for fuel for school 
purposes and £12 8s 3d for repairs to buildings, fences, and furniture 
27th April 1897 NO NOMINATIONS FORTHCOMING. The statutory meeting of 
householders fur the annual election of the Blenheim School Committee was held in the 
Borough Schools last evening. The attendance was small, there being about a dozen 
householders and four members of the old committee present. Mr. C. Tunnicliffe, Chairman 
of the outgoing Committee, occupied the Chair. 
The Committee's annual report for the year ending March 31st was as follows: — " As will 
be seen by the balance sheet, duly audited, the receipts from all sources, including credit 
balance on March 31st, 1896, of £10 9s 2d, amount to the sum of £116 16s 5d The 
expenditure for the same period was £100 6s, thus leaving a credit balance of £16 10s 5d for 
the next Committee, all accounts having been paid to March 31st. The Committee have held 
regular monthly and many special meetings during their term of office, all of which have 
been fairly attended; the recent deadlock with the Education Board having necessitated the 
calling together of the Committee on many occasions other than their regular meeting.  
During the past year the attendance at the schools has been fairly good, considering the many 
breaks through sickness and floods. At the same time the Committee are of the opinion that 
the children are not sent to school by their parents as regularly as they should be, and to 
remedy that evil as much as possible your Committee requested the Board to appoint a truant 
officer, which has been done, and no doubt the appointment will have the desired effect.  
Mr. Sturrock, the Head Master, for the purpose of purchasing prizes for the children and 
forming a nucleus for a school library, organised an entertainment by the children, which 
passed off very successfully, the amount available for the library being £15. This the Board 
subsidised £ for £, thus making a total of £30; but the Board, following up their usual method 
of allowing Committees to have no powers beyond the ordinary cleaning of schools, 
requested this Committee to forward the money to them for expenditure. The fact of the 



Committee being placed in such an invidious position as this, and also the recent altercation 
with the Board re pupil teachers, we are agreed, will not give them encouragement to advance 
the interests of the schools in future.  
The thanks of the householders are especially due to Mr. Sturrock and his assistants for the 
able manner in which the concert was carried out. We believe the result will be a substantial 
benefit to the scholars. The Committee beg to record their satisfaction for the able manner in 
which the schools have been conducted during the past year, and wish to thank the Head 
Master, the Head Mistress, and their able assistants.  
Mr. Tunnicliffe moved that the report and balance sheet be adopted. He said that after the last 
meeting of householders' Mr. J. T. Robinson was elected Chairman of the Committee, but, 
during the year, being dissatisfied with the treatment the Committee had received from the 
Education Board, he had resigned his membership. None of the outgoing Committeemen 
intended to stand for reelection, no doubt for the same reasons that had led Mr. Robinson to 
resign. In making these remarks he did not wish to rake up the old trouble with the Board. 
Mr. L. A. Browne, Committeeman, said that the Chairman had pointed out an apparent 
omission in the report, in which a paragraph with reference to Mr. Robinson's services might 
well be inserted,  
Mr. Robinson said he did not wish to see the report altered. He was quite in accord with the 
report; the action of the Board regarding the money for the school library was very one-sided. 
However he did not wish to rake up old grievances.  
The Chairman's motion was seconded by Mr. Silvius, and carried.  
THE ELECTION LAPSES. No nominations had been received. The time then being 8 
o'clock it was decided to receive nominations up till 8.30.  
Mr. F. Birch expressed regret at the Committee's determination not to stand for re-election. 
The Committee might have just cause, but it appeared to him as hardly the "square thing" to 
desert the educational institution of the people. He did not think that a quibble with the Board 
should stand in the way of the education of the children. It was very trying, no doubt, to have 
cold water thrown on one's best endeavors but the cause of the children's education should 
rise supreme. He did think that they should leave the room without electing a Committee. He 
proposed that the old Committee be re-elected. Mr. T. Jackson seconded,  
Mr. C. Stuart said he for one would not allow himself to be nominated for re-election— not 
altogether on account of the difference with the Board, but on broad principles. The 
Committee's powers extended no further than the cleaning of schools and water closets, and 
he would not act as a "dirty swab" for anyone.  
The Chairman said that the Committee really had nothing to do; all the power was taken out 
of their hands by the Board. It seemed to him ridiculous that nine business men should meet, 
and waste their time in talking over such trivial matters, When anything important cropped up 
in connection with the schools the Board took the matter entirely out of the Committee's 
hands, The Committee met with the best of intentions and ideas, and they found that they 
could do nothing at all. He did not wish to find fault with the Board, or to cause any friction; 
but the householders had a right to know the facts of the case, and the members of the 
Committee had a right to decline reelection if they did not like the position.  
Mr. L. A. Browne pointed out that several of the members of the outgoing Committee were 
not present and, as they had not consented to nomination, the resolution for their re-election 
could not be passed.  
Mr. Birch, who referred to the fact that he had been Chairman of several School Committees 
in. past years, said it appeared the Board considered they could run the schools better than 
could the Committee, He could now quite recognise the force of the reasons why the old 
Committee declined to stand again. The position described by former speakers was not a nice 
one for any body of men. As far as he could see there was going to be another deadlock.  



Mr. Ching said that if the old Committee refused to resume office, no one else would be 
likely to seek the position. There must be something radically wrong somewhere. If the Board 
wanted to manage the whole concern, let it try its hand for twelve months. Messrs. R. 
Wanden and J. T. Robinson were proposed for nomination, but they declined to give their 
consent.  
POWERS OF COMMITTEES, Mr. L. A. Browne took this opportunity to propose the 
following resolution: — " That the member for the district be written to and asked to use his 
best endeavors during the ensuing session of Parliament to secure an amendment to the 
Education Act, in the direction of giving largely increased powers to School Committees, 
they being the direct representatives of the householders. He was sorry there was not a larger 
attendance at the meeting, but, as such a motion had been carried at a very much larger 
meeting last year: it would not be out of place to send this resolution forward. Mr. Mills, 
M.H.R., had already expressed himself in favor of giving Committees increased powers. The 
resolution was backed up by a large amount of sympathy. Many of the larger centres had the 
same grievances as existed in Blenheim, and similar resolutions had been passed in several 
places in the Colony, and would in all probability be again carried at the householders' 
meetings elsewhere to-night. Mr. Birch seconded. But he would have preferred the 
communication to Mr. Mills to contain some tangible facts and arguments in support of the 
movement.  
Mr. Browne said that the anomalies attached to the relations between Boards and Committees 
were well known to members of the House. The motion was carried.  
CONCLUSION. At half-past eight o'clock, no nominations having been received, the 
Chairman declared the meeting, closed. A. vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the 
proceedings. 
27th April 1897 MORE EDUCATIONAL TROUBLE. 
Fresh vexation has arisen in the local educational circle. The meeting of householders held 
last night failed to elect a Committee for the Blenheim Schools, not a single candidate being 
nominated. Although the outgoing Committee did not make a close secret of their intention to 
decline re-election, their action will come, we fancy, as a general surprise. The present 
situation is the outcome of the famous dispute between the Committee and the Education 
Board some months ago, on the question of appointing pupil teachers. In that contest, which 
ended in the Supreme Court, the Board were victorious, and the Committee were rudely 
disillusioned as to the powers conferred upon them by the Act. And now, in practically 
resigning in a body, they wish to mark their protest of the law which assigns to "the direct 
representatives of the householders," holding office in their civic character, such limited and 
menial functions, altogether unworthy of them. Possibly, too, there is in their conduct just a 
shade of resentment against the restrictions of the Board, who, the Committee think, have 
never allowed them reasonable and judicious latitude. The position now is this: The Board 
may fix another time for the election of a Committee, and, if the householders neglect or 
refuse to elect one then, the Board may appoint one or two Commissioners, who shall hold 
office until the next annual meeting, and shall have all the powers and shall perform all the 
duties by law assigned to a School Committee. The Act also provides that the Committee 
shall hold office until a new Committee or a Commissioner is appointed; but we believe that 
this provision will go for nothing in this case, as the outgoing Committee are determined to 
act no longer. There is every indication of the most important educational institution in the 
district being without a Committee to manage its affairs for the ensuing year. But, under the 
circumstances, there could be nothing much to regret in the absence of such a body; for what 
is the need of the association of nine men to carry out duties that could be safely entrusted to 
a responsible janitor? 



27th April 1897 the war spirit is in the air, — and the local school committee have caught it 
bad. In the recent engagement with the Board the Committee, though they fought gamely, 
were forced to submit to terms under the fire of the big legal guns. They came up smiling, 
however, last night, and as a protest against the restrictions placed upon them by the Board, 
and their objection to perform purely menial functions, the committeemen resigned in a body. 
“The committee’s powers extended no further than the cleaning of schools and water 
closets— said a member— and "I wouldn't be the swab to undertake the job, for I am a 
Scotchman bold 
29th April 1897 The Blenheim School Committee, in their report, take objection to the request 
from the Education Board that the money subsidised for the purpose of a school library be 
handed over to the Board for expenditure. It should be borne in mind that the Board is bound, 
by the regulations if not by the Act, to insist on this course. No doubt this provision is made 
to enable the Board to see that such money is expended in a proper manner. Practically, the 
Committee expends the money 
30th April 1897 PROPOSED SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — Your paragraph in to-night's Express re the school library is hardly 
correct. So far from the Board's regulations confirming their action, they are absolutely silent 
on the matter, whilst the clause in the Education Act bearing on the subject of school libraries 
says that the Board may expend the money raised for such a purpose, but does not say they 
must or shall do so. I take it that the word subsidy is identical with grant in aid, and the 
commonly-accepted meaning of the word is similar to the manner in which local bodies were 
formerly subsidised by the Government when the custom was to hand over the amount to the 
Boards or councils for them to expend. This is the manner in which ninety nine out of a 
hundred would read the clause, but not so with the Marlborough Education Board, who are so 
jealous of what they esteem to be their privileges and duties. — I am, etc., School 
Committeeman. Blenheim, April 29, 1897. 
7th May THE Blenheim School Committee that acted last year— it will be remembered the 
householders did not elect one for the ensuing year— met last night. The Head Master 
reported that the average attendance at the Boys' School last month was 347.7, the roll 
number being 428. The average had suffered a good deal through sickness. As this would 
probably be the last meeting of this Committee, he took the opportunity, of thanking them on 
behalf of the staff and himself for their courtesy and kindness during their term of office. The 
Head Master's letter was accompanied by an application from Mr. Robinson, third master, for 
an increase of salary. It was resolved to forward the application to the Board with a 
recommendation that it be favorably considered. The action of the Chairman in ordering coal 
and wood for the schools was confirmed; and it was decided that in the event of more firing 
being required the Chairman order it and pay for it. Accounts amounting to £8 11s were 
passed for payment. The School Committee received a communication Inst night from the 
Headmaster of the Borough School, saying that at the end of the present year two pupil 
teachers' engagements would terminate, and be wished two probationers to be appointed row, 
so that by the end of the year they would be able to work in a fairly satisfactory manner. He 
suggested that Miss Edith Bull and Miss Mary Brennan be appointed. The Committee passed 
the following resolution — " Seeing that Judge Edwards ruled, as the Board's regulations had 
not been sanctioned by the Governor, they md no effect, not being binding on the Board, this 
Committee decline to recommend the appointment of probationers, as request by Mr. 
Sturrock, especially as they have no voice iv the appointment of pupil teachers. Therefore we 
forward the correspondence to the Board." This resolution takes its tone from the recent 
dispute between the Board and Committee, and expresses the Committee's uncompromising 
condemnation of the legal relationship of the two bodies. 



11th May 1897 The Education Board instructed the Secretary today to take stops for the 
holding of fresh meetings of " householders to elect a Committees for, those schools, 
including the Blenheim institution), in respect to which Committees have not been elected. 
Blenheim Schools. — The appointment of Misses Edith Bull and Mary Brennan as 
probationers in the Blenheim Boy's School was approved by the Education Board today. The 
Board regarded the application of Mr. Robinson, third master, for an increase of salary, as in 
every way a worthy one, but it was pointed out that the regulation would not permit of a 
compliance with the request. A bonus of £20 was granted to Mr. Robinson for his past 
services. 
12th May 1897 Last month tin Secretary of the Education Board sent circulars to teachers of 
several schools in the district with the object of ascertaining the probable extent to which 
provision for instruction in shorthand would be availed of. From the replies received it 
appears that about 60 children attending school have expressed their readiness to take 
advantage of such instruction. Ten pupils at the Blenheim Boys' School are desirous of 
acquiring the art, twelve at the Girls' School, about twelve at Picton, and eight at Havelock. 
As for the tuition fees, the general opinion is in favor of 5s a quarter. Yesterday the Education 
Board deferred further consideration of the matter till next meeting, the Secretary being 
instructed' to make enquiries from an authentic source as to the system of shorthand that it 
would be advisable to introduce. 
15th May 1897 The Blenheim Borough School Cadets were inspected yesterday afternoon by 
Adjutant Littlejohn. The inspecting officer received the general salute as he marched on the 
parade ground and after inspecting the arms called out Sergeants Powell and Furness, who 
were instructed to put the company through the manual and four formations. The Adjutant 
then gave the boys instructions in the bayonet exercise. After parade Adjutant Littlejohn 
complimented the boys on their work and urged them to be attentive to their drill, so that 
when the Commander of the Forces comes on his annual visit the encomiums won in 
previous years may not in any way be sullied by inferior work. The number on parade was 
42. The inspecting officer asked the Headmaster to endeavor .to give the boys a half holiday 
as some encouragement to them for the proficiency they showed in their work 
20th May 1897 The Borough Schools will be closed from Monday next until further notice, 
owing to the prevailing sickness of the children. 
31st May 1897 Gentleman at large — Borough schoolteachers closed for a week. 
1st June 1897 Appointment. — We are always pleased to hear of the success of former 
Blenheim residents, and we notice from the Post’s report of the last meeting of the 
Wellington Education Board, that Mr. A. Burns, formerly a pupil teacher in the local 
Borough Schools, has received the appointment of first assistant at the Masterton School, 
under the Wellington Education Board. The Rev. J. Paterson, in speaking to the motion that 
Mr. Burns be appointed, said that Mr. Burns was one of the best and most promising young-
men in the Board's Service. Mr. Burn's many Blenheim friends will be pleased to hear of his 
continued success  
7th June 1897 A statutory meeting of householders for the purpose of electing a Committee 
for the Borough Schools is to be held to-night in the school buildings. This meeting is of a 
special character, being convened by the Education Board because the householders failed to 
elect a Committee on the ordinary annual date of the statutory meeting, which occurred a few 
weeks «g<>. It will be remembered that on that occasion not a single nomination was 
received. Similar meetings take place at Spring Creek, Havelock Suburban, Waitohi, and Port 
Underwood. 
9th June 1897 The present educational situation is of an extraordinary character. The fact that 
the- Blenheim Borough Schools will be without the usual committee of management during 
the ensuing year is due not to the neglect, but to the deliberate refusal, of the householders to 



elect such a body. Neither of the householders' meetings produced a single nomination, the 
old" committee firmly declining re-election on the ground that they were dissatisfied with the 
restrictive nature of their duties. This resignation no doubt influenced the householders, who, 
generally, have sympathised with the Committee in their differences with the Board. The 
intentional omission of the householders to elect a new committee may, then, be regarded as 
a direct protest against the law that establishes the relations between Education Board and 
School Committee, and against the restrictions imposed by the ruling body. The incident h 
the outcome of that memorable struggle between the Board and Committee on' the question 
of appointing pupil teachers for the Blenheim School, in which the Committee was so badly 
worsted. Judge Edwards' decision was a revelation that completely disheartened the 
Committee; they recognised their utter subserviency and impotency, and at the end of their 
term they refused to further submit themselves to such servility, The Board will now have to 
appoint one or two commissioners to manage the affairs of the school. We have not heard of 
any other large school in the Colony being similarly circumstanced; probably a parallel case 
does not exist; so that the situation should command a good deal of notice. The action of the 
Blenheim householders is certainly well calculated to draw attention to the grievances of 
Committees; and if it has this effect it will have served a good purpose. The defect in this part 
of the Colony's educational machinery has become quite notorious of late, and the time is 
surely ripe for amendment, Apropos of this subject we notice that a conference of school 
committees has been arranged in Timaru, at which will be discussed, inter alia, the Education 
Board's method of consulting committees regarding the appointment of teachers, its system of 
granting money to committees for building and repairs, and the proposal that candidates for * 
seats on the Board should be asked to give their views on certain subjects concerning the 
working of the Act. 
9th June 1897  
15th June 1897 Mr. C. Tunnicliffe, the chairman of the old Committee, wrote notifying that 
the householders had failed to elect a new Committee for the Blenheim Schools. It was 
resolved to ask Mr. Tunnicliffe and another gentleman nominated by him, to act as 
Commissioners to manage the school. 
18th June 1897 EDUCATION BOARD OF THE DISTRICT OF MARLBOROUGH. IT is 
hereby publicly notified that RICHARD McCALLUM AND HARRY FLEETWOOD 
THOMPSON have been duly appointed Commissioners, under the provisions of section 15 
of The School Committees Election Act, 1891," for the School District of Blenheim, for the 
year ending 31st March, 1898. By order of the Board: JOHN SMITH, Secretary. 
Commissioners  
14th July 1897 BLENHEIM. The School Commissioners, were instructed to attend to a 
defective drain in the Blenheim school grounds 
28th July 1897 Blenheim Borough Schools. — We are informed that at the first meeting of 
(ho Blenheim School Commissioners, held on the Friday previous to the July meeting of the 
Education Board, the subject of placing the Blenheim Borough School under the sole control 
of the Head Master was discussed, but owing to press of business connected with the schools 
the final settlement of that important matter was left over till the meeting of the 
Commissioners in August.  
5th August 1897 THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS. 
TO THE EDITOR 
Sir, — I notice a paragraph in your columns recently (no doubt authorised) stating that it was 
the intention of' the Borough School Commissioners to recommend that the whole authority 
of the school (both male and female) be vested in the Head Master. Now, I have a profound 
respect for Mr. Sturrock, and recognise his abilities as a teacher and many other good 
qualities. Matters are progressing well under the existing control, and I am perfectly certain 



that there are many parents of children who, like myself, have no desire to see any change 
take place. If it is true that such a recommendation is contemplated might I suggest, with all 
respect to the Commissioners, that it is due to the householders, after what has already 
transpired, that they should be 'consulted iv a matter of this kind before any further steps are 
taken, such an arbitrary action can only lead to ill feeling, and I confess I see no reason why 
iv this case well might not be left alone. — I am, etc., Parent. 
6th August 1897 The Blenheim Borough, School boys' journeyed to Havelock on Saturday 
morning to play the Havelock schoolboys a match at football. An early start was made, the 
drags leaving a little before seven, and as it turned on the early start was the saviour of the 
visit. The first drag was in charge of the Headmaster, and after negotiating the Omaka 
Renwicktown was reached safely. Everything went smoothly until the Opawa was reached 
and then the difficulties commenced. Drag number one got over, but number two got stuck in 
mid channel. It, however, was rescued by a dray which was coming along, and the boys were 
safely landed on the other side of the Wairau. Number one in charge of the Headmaster got 
into difficulties at the second crossing of the Opawa, but the driver of the Nelson coach came 
to the rescue, and after the hoys were transferred, things went merrily. About eleven o’clock 
the boys reached Havelock, and their approach was made known by the melodious strains of 
the impromptu band got together for the occasion. Mr. Reynolds, the genial schoolmaster, 
met the Blenheim boys and welcomed them to Havelock, A splendid lunch was prepared for 
our boys, and after full justice bad been done it, the battle field was made for. The game was 
an interesting one and was watched by a large number of spectators. The feature of the game 
was the excellent passing of our team and the magnificent kicking of Hubbard. Three goals 
were kicked in quick succession by him, and towards the close of the match he, from a 
penalty shot, gained a goal for our team. After the match was over the band gave the 
Havelock residents a reception, and the harmonious strains of the music will be long 
remembered in Havelock, The band was comprised of about ten tin whistles, cymbals, and a 
drum, fearfully and wonderfully made, and the strains of the music, which was most tuneful, 
caused considerable merriment to all onlookers. At about four o'clock the local team was 
invited us to tea, and, after a good repast Master Furness returned thinks for the kindness and 
hospitality received by the visiting team, and he called for three cheers for Mr. Reynolds, and 
this was heartily responded to. Mr.  Reynolds suitably replied, and hoped that these 
gatherings would often take place. An early start (about 5.30) was made for Blenheim, the 
Headmaster deeming it advisable to go round the track, and the youthful-footballers arrived 
in Blenheim about 10.15. Everyone was pleased with the day's outing, and the school band 
played a march as far as the Market Square. The result of the match was: Blenheim 20 points, 
Havelock 8. 
7th August 1897 The School Commissioners (Messrs. B. McCallum and H, F. Thompson) 
met yesterday. The janitor's salary and several other accounts were passed for payment. The 
average attendance for the students at the girls' school was 157.5, and at the boys' school 
339*3. Sickness and bad weather had interfered with the attendance at the schools during the 
list week or two. Mr. W. Gillespie was appointed supervisor at the drawing examination in 
connection with the Technical School, Wellington, on the 1st September. It was- resolved 
that the question of school amalgamation be held over until the next meeting of the 
Commissioners. 
10th August 1897 The Borough Schools. — The subject of amalgamating the boys' and girls' 
departments of the Borough Schools was discussed, in an informal manner, at the meeting of 
the Education Board to-day. It was introduced by Mr. Duncan, who said that he had noticed a 
good deal of newspaper correspondence on the matter recently, and he would like to know 
whether any definite proposal was under the consideration of the School Commissioners. Mr. 
McCullum (one of .the School Commissioners) said that the suggestion as to mixed classes 



had emanated from the last Committee, but the matter had not yet been seriously discussed by 
the Commissioners. The latter had the matter in their minds, and would be quite prepared to 
act in deference to the wishes of parents and householders. He agreed with Mr. Duncan that 
the subject was one for the Board to consider. 
11th August 1897 BLENHEIM. After the reading of a communication from the School 
Commissioners, the Board resolved that a concrete pathway should be laid down on the 
school ground; that certain improvements should be made in connection with the urinals; and 
that a few loads of gravel should be placed on the playground. 
11th August 1897 In the course of a conversational discussion at the meeting of' the Education 
Board yesterday, Inspector Smith unhesitatingly favoured the suggestion that the boys' and 
girls' departments of the Borough schools should be amalgamated. He pointed out that 
Nelson and Marlborough were almost the only districts in the Colony in which it was thought 
necessary to maintain separate schools. The largest and most successful schools in the Colony 
were conducted on "mixed" lines and he maintained that under this system the boys and girls 
did not become so much "mixed," in the undesirable sense of the word, as they did under the 
other system—provided, of course, that the  school was properly controlled.  
Mr. Carter said that in former years when mixed classes were taught in the Borough Schools, 
grave irregularities and improprieties were common, and it would be a great mistake to revert 
to such conditions.  
Mr. McCullum said that the schools were never really “mixed “as they are in other towns. 
Some years ago the boys and girls of the most advanced standards were taught together for 
the sake of convenience; but the combination system that worked so satisfactorily elsewhere j 
had never been given a trial here. In the course of further discussion it was said that if the 
boys' and girls' department were amalgamated female teachers would still be employed. 
20th August 1897 Mr. D. A. Sturrock, headmaster of the Borough Boys' School, is suffering 
from an acute attack of bronchitis. Mr. C. Simson is temporarily in charge of the school. 
11th September 1898 Borough School Commissioners. — A meeting of the Blenheim 
Borough School Commissioners was held yesterday. The monthly reports from the Head 
Teachers not having been sent, it was resolved; That the teachers be informed that the 
monthly reports must be sent to the Commissioners at least three days before the regular 
meeting, which take place on the Friday previous to the meeting of the Education Board. It 
was also resolved  That the accounts of Messrs. Dixon and Register be sent to the Education 
Board for payment of same, the work having been properly carried out. That the 
Commissioners are of opinion that it would be advantageous and convenient to have the 
Blenheim Borough Schools amalgamated under one head, but that until the householders 
decided at a public meeting to endeavour to bring about the necessary change, the matter 
need not be brought before the Education Board for its concurrence and approval. Accounts 
for £1 8s 6d were passed for payment 
12th October 1897 BLENHEIM. The Commissioners forwarded an account of £6 from Mr. 
Daikee for concreting in connection with the boys' closets, and asked that it be paid; they also 
asked for permission to expend a further sum of £3 in concreting work in connection with the 
boys' closets, and that slight improvements be effected to the closets of the infant school. The 
requests were granted 
20th October 1897 DRAWING EXAMINATION. 
The 'following are the results of the drawing examination which was held lately in the Boys' 
School, Blenheim: — Freehand. — Sydney Bull, Percy Cooke, Richard Dobson, Frank 
Edwards, Laurie Grace, William Higgs, Leonard Howard, Ronald Hutcheson, Frank Marks, 
William McCallum, Lionel Muncaster, John Priddle, Richard Taylor, Norman Wanden. 
Geometrical. — Wm. Boon, Frank Brennan, Arthur Batty, Geo. Birch, B. Cawte, H. Cawte, 
John Candy, A. Derbyshire, J. Ewart, J  Fryer, M. Grace, B. Griffiths, W. Guest, E. Ham, H. 



Henderson, H. Hewitt, H. Jordan, N. Jordan, G. Litchfield, A. Lucas, H. Maddock, E. Mahon, 
A. Marks, J. McDonald, 0. Newberry, J. O'Rourke, W. Powell, C. Raven, G. Raven, M. 
Strickland, K. Tait, S. Taylor, J. Walker, W. West, R. Wills. Scale Drawing. — S. Bull, St. 
John Horton, C. Connolly, P. Cooke, T. Crook, B. Cawte, D. Fraser, W. Fryer, L. Grace, L. 
Howard, H. Jordan, A. Leslie, F. Marks, R. Park, J. McCallum, W. McCallum, L. Muncaster, 
J. McDonald, C. Raven, R. Simson, W. Simmonds, J. Walker, W. Slattery, F. Tunnicliffe. 
Model Drawing.— F. Bottrell, V. Bythell, R. Dobson, E. Eckford, N. Hubbard, J. Priddle, L. 
Rollingshaw, W. Strickland, R. Taylor, H. Wanden. The following boys attending school 
have full drawing certificates — H. Wanden, R. Taylor, R. Dobson, E. Hay, J. Priddle, V. 
Bythell, E. Eckford, H. Grace, R. Furness, N. Hubbard, F. Bottrell. 
4th Nov 1897 Miss Morgan, who has been head mistress of the Blenheim Girls' School for six 
years past, has tendered her resignation to the Commissioners of the Borough Schools as 
from the end of the present year, on which date she is leaving Blenheim 
15th December 1897 The following is a continuation of our report of the Education Board 
meeting held yesterday: — THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS. As directed at last meeting, the 
Secretary made a report bearing on the proposal to amalgamate the boys' and girls' 
departments of the Borough School. He said that the total cost of the teachers' salaries, taking 
the last quarter as a basis, was £1,165 5s per annum. If amalgamation were effected the 
number of teachers could be reduced under the regulations by one adult and one pupil 
teacher; The total cost of salaries would then amount to £1,020; the salaries of the teachers 
engaged would be slightly increased all round; and the accommodation of the school 
buildings would be quite adequate for the combination oi the boys' and girls' classes. The 
Chairman said that from the data supplied by the Secretary it appeared that amalgamation 
would improve the position of the teachers rather than otherwise, and the cost of salaries 
would be about £150 less. But the Board must not forget the very strong expression of public 
opinion given against the previous amalgamation of the schools. It was pointed out that if 
amalgamation was immediately carried out, it would be unnecessary to appoint a Head 
Mistress in succession to Miss Morgan, who resigns at the end of the year. Mr. McCallum 
said that Mr. Thompson and himself, as the School Commissioners, were not prepared to 
recommend any alteration at the present time. It was their opinion that the settlement of the 
question should be deferred pending the election of the School Committee next April, for he 
took it for granted that a committee would be elected then. If the wishes of the householders 
were not made definitely apparent on that occasion it would perhaps be found advisable to 
defer the question until after the following election. One suggestion the Commissioners 
would make, viz.., that if the matter was deferred and it was resolved to appoint a successor 
to Miss Morgan (Head Mistress) the Board, in calling for applications, should make it known 
that the appointment was subject to a possible alteration of status. Mr. Carter thought that it 
was unnecessary to make any express stipulation of this kind. It might act detrimentally to the 
present system of the school. After further discussion it was resolved that the status of the 
school remain as at present, and applications be called for the position of Head Mistress 
24th December 1897 Scholarships. —The results of the scholarship examination are published 
in another column to-day. Master E Rogers, who has lately been attending the Canvastown 
school, won the Marlborough scholarship; and Master Ray Furness, of the Borough school, 
takes the Record Reign scholarship, which was established by the Education Board this year. 
These scholarships are of equal value, and are tenable for two years, the tuition being 
received at the Nelson College. The two boys are to be congratulated on their success 

1898 
1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Sturrock D A D1 Head Master  £    268.20  

1898 135 Blenheim Girls Douslin Eugenie M D3 Head Female  £    192.00  



1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Simson Charles E2 Assistant Master  £    150.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Brown M M D2 Assistant Female  £    115.00  

1898 135 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary E2 Assistant Female  £       85.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Barnett Rhoda 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Wanden Elizabeth  E3 Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Harris Annie M 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Cribb Grace 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Farmar Clara S 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Brennan Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Wanden Arthur 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  

1898 318 Blenheim Boys  Bull Edith Linda 
 

Female Probationer  £       16;00  

1898 135 Blenheim Girls Healy Annie 
 

Female Probationer £       16;00 

1898 135 Blenheim Girls Litchfield Alice 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

1898 135 Blenheim Girls Macalister May 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  
11th January 1898 BLENHEIM. H. Robinson wrote acknowledging his appointment as 
teacher of the Tua Marina school and resigning his position as third master of Borough 
Schools. PORT UNDERWOOD 
12 January 1898 Twelve applications were received for the position of head mistress at the 
Borough School, vacated by Miss Morgan. The following are the names of the applicants: — 
Miss M. M. Brown. Blenheim Borough School, certificate D 2, 5th rank;  
Miss Agnes Donn, Timaru, Dl, 4th rank;  
Miss Minnie Douslin, Canvastown School, D 3. 6th rank;  
Mrs. Mary Dowling, (Nee Bary) Renwicktown, formerly teacher at Borough Schools, Dl, 4th 
rank;  
Miss Alice Downes, B.A., Dunedin, B3, 4th rank;  
Miss E. Hodgikinson, B.A., Invercargill, A5, 5th rank;  
Miss K Martin, Christchurch, E2. 6th rank;  
Miss E. H. Millington, Springlands School, D3, 6th rank;  
Miss Florence Prichard, Spring Creek School, D 2, 5th rank;  
Miss N. T. Sword, B.A.  Canterbury, 83, 4th rank;  
Miss Maude Warnock, Nelson, D 3. 6th rank;  
Miss M C. Williams, Marshlands School, D 2, 5th rank.  
The Commissioners of the Borough School (Messrs. Thompson and McCallum) to whom the 
applications had been referred, recommended that Miss Minnie Douslin, of Canvastown, be 
appointed, and their communication was received by the Education Board at yesterday's 
meeting. It was moved and seconded that Miss Douslin be appointed,  
Mr. McCallum, in speaking to the motion, said that the winner of the last Marlborough 
scholarship came from the Canvastown school, and was taught by Miss Douslin for some 
weeks before the examination. Mr. Duncan proposed an amendment that the Board go into 
committee to consider the applications. Mr. Carter seconded. Mr. McCallum strongly 
opposed the amendment, It would be waste of time to go into committee, and not & good 
principle The Commissioners had carefully studied all the applications, and the Board could 
not do any more than had been done. If the Commissioners had had to make second choice 
they would have chosen a young lady at Timaru, almost similarly classified as Miss Douslin 
This went to show the bona fides of their recommendation. The motion was lost, the division 
being—Ayes: Messrs. Carter, Duncan, and Baillie; Roes: Messrs. Mills, Thompson, 
McCallum, Redwood, and the chairman. Mr. Duncan said that what he wished for was 
information as to the qualifications of all the candidates. He knew nothing about the merits of 
the applicants, and he would abstain from voting.  



Mr. Carter quite agreed with Mr. Duncan. All he asked was the right to properly perform his 
duties as a member of the Board. This button holing was detestable. He would like to see the 
Board adopt some such course as had been taken by a Dunedin public body, and .throw out 
all applications in respect to which members had been buttonholed. He had never given a 
promise to any candidate, although he had often been canvassed.  
Mr. McCallum protested against any suggestion that the Commissioners had been influenced 
by buttonholing. They had never given any promise. Mr. Thompson also objected to any 
remarks as to button holing being aimed at the Commissioners. He had been approached, but 
had never given any promise. He thought that Mr. Carter might well recall his remark  
Mr. Carter said he objected to button holing in a general sense. What he asked was that 
members might have an opportunity of knowing the same information as to the merits of 
candidates that was possessed by the Commissioners.  
Mr. Mills thought that members of the Board had sufficient strength of mind and 
independence to keep themselves free from pledges in such a matter It was in the power of 
Messrs. Duncan and Carter to move the appointment of someone else. He would vote against 
going into Committee, The Board might spend hours over the applications, and be no further 
ahead.  
Capt. Baillie would vote for the amendment, on the principle that the Board by going into 
Committee to look into the applications would be merely following the course pursued in the 
past.  
Mr. Redwood said that it would be rather rough on the commissioners, after the trouble they 
had taken on behalf of the Board, to go into Committee and traverse the ground they had 
gone over.  
Mr. Duncan said that Mr. Mills had remarked Mr. Carter and himself could move another 
appointment if they liked; and yet it was proposed that they should not have an opportunity of 
acquainting themselves with the qualifications of the applicants.  
It was suggested that the Inspector should express his opinion. Mr. McCallum thought it 
would not be right to refer to the Inspector in such a manner. The Commissioners had already 
got the mind of the Inspector on the subject.  
Mr. Duncan said it was the usual procedure of the Education Board to take the opinion of the 
Inspector in Committee. '  
The Inspector said he bad only time to glance through the applications. Whatever he could 
say would only be with regard to the local candidates. Mr. Duncan said that if the Inspector 
had not had time to go through the applications, there would be no use in going any further.  
Capt. Baillie said he would vote against the original motion, but purely on principle, not 
against Miss Douslin. Messrs. Duncan and Carter declined to vote, the former leaving the 
room and staying out while the motion was being put, The motion was carried, the division 
being as follows : — Ayes : Messrs. Mills, Thompson, McCallum, Redwood and the 
Chairman; No : Capt. Baillie. Miss Douslin therefore received the appointment. 
24th January 1898 The Borough Schools reopen this morning at 9 o'clock. The new term is 
commenced with a slightly changed teaching staff. Miss M. Douslin takes the place of Miss 
Morgan as Head Mistress; and Mr. H. Robinson, who has acted as Third Master for some 
years, has taken over the Tua Marina school, the vacancy caused by his resignation being 
provided for by a readjustment of the staff of pupil teachers 
29th January 1898 Presentation — Mr. Herbert Robinson, who has been associated with the 
Blenheim Borough Schools for the last 18 years — latterly as third assistant mister — and 
has taken charge of the Tua Marina school was presented yesterday afternoon by the scholars 
and teachers with tokens of the esteem in which he is held by them all. Mr. Sturrock made the 
presentation, and Mr. Robinson, who was visibly affected, acknowledged the kind expression 
of good feeling in well-chosen terms, advising the boys to do their best at school, for their 



own benefit and the honor of their teachers, who were all anxious that the schools shoal j not 
be behind any in the Colony. Throe cheers were given for Mr. Robinson, and the boys 
individually wished him a prosperous future. By the removal of Mr. Robinson the Borough 
School loses an able teacher, and a conscientious one. His work, from a scholastic point of 
view, is full of merit, and he has done much for the Cadet corps, while he always took an 
active interest in the promotion of athletic among the boys, The teachers' gift was a travelling 
bag, and the boys' a valuable set of sleeve links and studs. 
12th February 1898 The School Commissioners for the Borough Schools— Messrs. H. F, 
Thompson and B. McCallum— met this morning. A report was received from Miss Douslin, 
Head Mistress, stating that the number on the roll for the Girls' School was 186, and the 
average attendance 154.3. She also asked that a few repairs be attended to. It was resolved 
that the Board be requested to supply the Girls' School with two chairs, inkpots, and a few 
maps, and that Miss Douslin's other requests be attended to by the Secretary.  
Accounts amounting to £13 16s 9d were passed for payment.  
Mr. Sturrock wrote recommending that Misses Bull and Brennan be engaged as pupil ' 
teachers, and that Misses Barnett and Keys be kept on for another year in Mr. Robinson's 
place. The Commissioners resolved to forward the recommendation to the Board that it might 
be given effect to. It was resolved to engage Mr. Cheek to attend to the school organ, and to 
engage Mr. B. W, Dunn to audit the accounts. The Secretary was instructed to have some 
plate glass put in in the girl's school as required. . It was resolved that Wednesday, 23rd inst., 
be observed as a half, holiday by the Schools, on the occasion of the Swimming Clubs 
Carnival, and that the head teachers be notified adoringly 
12th February 1898 GIRLS' SCHOOL. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — I fully expected ere this to have seen a letter in your columns from 
one of the many dissatisfied parents, commenting upon the manner in which the Education 
Board filled the recent vacancy in the girls' school. I have heard ex- chair and committee men 
speaking in a very decided manner on what they think is a grievous error on the part of the 
Board. And it is a matter of speculation amongst parents and householders generally, as to 
whether the Board intend always to follow the same course in making appointments in our 
schools. One very noticeable feature was the scanty fashion in which the position was 
advertised. Though Miss Morgan's resignation appeared in the Express early in November, 
no advertisement for a Head Mistress was visible even in our local papers until about a 
fortnight before the January meeting. Surely the position was sufficiently important to 
warrant more notice than that. I remember a few years ago when a Head Master was wanted 
advertisements appeared for some time in all the leading papers. Is the Girls' School then of 
small consequence in the eyes of the Board? Perhaps calling for applications at all was a 
.mere farce. Certainly it was an open secret that the Commissioners had made up their mind 
on the subject soon after knowing there would be & vacancy for Head Mistress. I have no 
personal feeling against the successful, one, but on reading the minutes of the last Board 
meeting I was struck by the very unfair manner in which all other applicants were treated. I 
carefully studied the list of applicants, and entirely failed to see on what ground the 
appointment was made. The «ne chosen was from the lowest rank on the list. There were 
others; (local applicants too) of the same rank, others again much higher, yet all these were 
passed over. Can it be that only one teacher in the district was deemed worthy of promotion 
or even mention, or does promotion in our schools depend entirely on the amount of 
influence and button-holing that can be brought to bear?  
From the account which appeared in the Express only three members evidently wished to 
deal fairly with all, and follow the usual course of considering all applications. Why did the 
Commissioners and other members so strenuously oppose this proposal? If the gentlemen 
"were quite sure themselves that their choice was the best in every respect, why did they 



object in comparison with other candidates, for the best will always stand inspection. The 
case is a remarkable instance of the inconsistency of the Board. The Commissioners, 1 
believe, act in place of a Committee, perhaps the circumstances which led to the “deadlock 
“are not altogether forgotten. Then the Board repeatedly refused to accept the decision of a 
body, of nine committeemen, while in this case a majority of members unquestionably accept 
the decision of two on a matter of far greater importance, both to parents and householders. 
Thanking you, Mr. Editor, for giving publicity to this letter. — I am, etc., Householder. 
Blenheim, 12th February, 1898. 
15th February 1898 SCHOOLS. 
The Inspector of Schools, in his annual report to the Board, presented to-day, makes the 
following reference to the question of amalgamation: — In my first report to your Board (for 
the year 1891) I expressed an opinion that it would be very much to the advantage of both 
boys and girls at these schools if they were taught together instead of separately as now. I 
pointed out that in nearly all the large schools in the other education districts, with the 
exception of Nelson, the sexes are taught together, and referred to some of the advantages of 
the mixed system. At that time the suggestion that the schools should be reunited was by no 
means favorably received. The objections urged against the adoption, if of any validity in 
Blenheim be equally applicable organisation of all the larger main schools in New Zealand, 
as well as of the country schools in this district, but no such objection is heard of in those 
places. Under proper regulations the intercourse between the boys and girls would really be 
far less in a mixed school than it is at present under the separate system. Boys and girls are 
allowed to attend churches, concerts, picnics, etc., together, where there is far less vigilant 
supervision than there is at a well-managed school, without any outcry being raised against 
the practice, and during an experience of twenty years I have never heard of a case of 
impropriety at any large mixed Schools. I do not expect that anything I can say will remove 
the groundless apprehensions or unreasoning prejudices which have hitherto stood in the way 
of this most desirable alteration; but a glance at the table on page 5 of this report will show 
that there is a considerable difference in the results of the examinations of these two Schools, 
greatly to the disadvantage of the girls, and I am convinced that this difference will exist (in a 
greater or less degree) so long as the present arrangement is allowed to continue.  
15th February 1898 Blenheim, February 14, 1896. BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOL 
CADETS. ALL Cadets having property belonging to the corps are requested to forward it to 
the School, without fail, not later than THURSDAY, 17th instant, at noon. By order. D. A. 
STURROCK, Capt. Commanding. 
16th February 1898 The Commissioners of the Blenheim School wrote nominating Mr. R. H. 
Dunn as auditor of its accounts. Misses Bull and Brennan were appointed pupil teachers at 
the Borough School 
23rd March 1898 Mr. Chaytor’s Medals.  The Borough School Commissioners to-day handed 
to Mr. Sturrock and Miss Douslin an aluminum medal commemorating the Queen's 60 years' 
reign for each scholar attending the schools and also for each teacher and pupil teacher 
26th April 1898 The meeting of householders for the election of a School Committee was held 
at the Borough School last night, The attendance was unusually numerous, about 70 
householders being present. Mr. E. Purser, Mayor, was elected chairman. The report of the 
School Commissioners (Messrs. R, McCullum and H, F. Thompson) and the yearly balance 
sheet were read by Mr. W. Gillespie, Secretary to the Commissioners, and were adopted. The 
report was as follows: — The Commissioners have much pleasure in submitting the annual 
report for the financial year ending March 3 1 at 1898. It is well known to you that at the last 
annual meeting of householders you failed to elect a Committee to carry on the work, of the 
schools for the ensuing year; and after a second meeting called for the same purpose you 
again failed to do so, with the result that the Education Board, in pursuance of the statutory 



power conferred upon it, appointed two members, Mr. H. F, Thompson and Mr. R. 
McCallum, Commissioners to act in the place of a Committee. We are pleased to state that 
the attendance at the schools has been good during the year, also that the school grounds and 
outbuildings are in a thorough state of repair; no expense has been spared to put them into 
that condition. During the year Miss Morgan, headmistress of the Girls' school, and Mr. H. 
Robinson, third teacher of the Boys' school, resigned their positions. As to the former, the 
Education Board advertised in the various centres for a successor to Miss Morgan, and 
applications were received from different parts of the colony. All of these, with the 
testimonials accompanying them, were submitted to us, and after a careful examination we 
unanimously decided to recommend to the Board the appointment of Miss Minnie Douslin to 
fill the vacancy and we are glad to say the Board acted upon our recommendation. Since her 
appointment Miss Douslin has fulfilled the duties oi her office in a creditable manner. The 
Education Board, on the recommendation of the headmaster have in the meantime appointed 
two lady pupil teachers to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr.  Robinson,  
The balance sheet is duly audited, which will be laid before you, will show the state of the 
funds at the end of the financial year. We hand over a balance to credit of almost similar 
amount to that left to us by our predecessors. The thanks of the Commissioners are due to the 
headmaster and mistress and to their able assistants for the interest they have taken in the 
children undo their charge and imparting to them a good sound education. The balance sheet 
showed that the balance on April 1st, 1897, was £1 Is 5d, and the receipts from the Education 
Board during the year £108 7s 5d. The expenditure amounted to £109 19s, and the balance at 
the Bank is £14 18 10s. Mr. F. Bitch objected to the manner in which the advertisement 
inviting applications for the, position of Head Mistress was published by the Board. He did 
not wish to cast any reflections on the ability of the present Head Mistress, but it would have 
been much more satisfactory if the vacancy had been better advertised. We thought in future 
all advertisements should be published the “Schoolmaster,"  
The Chairman Agreed. A letter from Mr. Mills, M.H.R (dated Sept. 1897,) was read 
acknowledging the receipt of the resolution passed by the last meeting of householders with 
respect to the powers of School Committees an stating that he would be happy to assist in the 
effort to obtain for their largely increased powers, Mr. Gillespie said the Commissioners were 
unable to attend the meeting, The Commissioners had done all they possibly could in the 
interests of the Borough Schools and the other schools of the district, and while they were 
members of the Education Board they would do all in their power to advance the general 
interest.  
For one thing, they had impressed on the Board the claims of the Committees in the matter of 
appointing teachers, and through their influence, the Board had passed resolution affirming 
the desirability of making appointments according to the recommendations of Committees, 
other things being equal.  
On the motion of Mr. F. Shaw a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Messrs. McCullum 
and Thompson for their services as Commissioners. The Mayor said he was pleased to see, 
such great interest, as evidenced by the numerous attendances, taken in school matters. It was 
to be regretted that last year no committee was elected. While the good work done by the 
Commissioners had to be recognised, that system of managing the school was not 
satisfactory, there not being the same amount of supervision and thoroughness as in the case 
of a committee. A false idea prevailed in some quarters that a School Committee was a 
nondescript kind of a body. To his mind a School Committee had very important functions to 
perform, and there was no doubt that on its work depended very largely the success of the 
school. He hoped that a good committee would be elected, and they would work together 
harmoniously for the benefit of the community. He was afraid the public were very lax in not 
electing a committee last year, though they might have had good grounds.  



As a consequence, a number of children had been very much neglected. Many children were 
to be seen during the year grazing cattle on the roads instead of going to school, and, 
altogether, the attendance had not been nearly as good as it ought to have been. At the same 
time, he thought they had every reason to be satisfied with their teachers. They had a most 
capable headmaster in Mr. Sturrock, who had gained the esteem of all.  
In conclusion, he hoped they would keep the present system of conducting the schools intact, 
and avoid mixing the sexes.  
The Chairman read a letter from Mr. McCullum, Commissioner, saying that no nominations 
had been received prior to or on Monday last, But after that, he (Mr. McCullum) received a 
number of nominations from Mr. H, Jellyman, which he forwarded. They were: — -Messrs. 
S. Norgrove, F. Birch, W. Ching, 0. Goodman, W. B. Parker, A. D. Vannini. E. H. Penny. L. 
A. Browne, and T. Batty.  
The Chairman also notified he had received the following further nominations at his own 
solicitation : — W, H. Macey, J H. Scott, E. Purser, F. Shaw, J. Nicholas, and E, James. The 
Chairman said that, personally, he thought they should elect candidates who would use every 
effort to maintain the schools on the present lines, and keep the boys and girls apart. The 
Inspector had expressed a desire to see a mixed school. This had been a burning question in 
the past, and different Committees had resisted the proposal. The following gentlemen were 
also nominated at the meeting: — Messrs. A. J. Fisher, W. Fryer, H. Silvius. It was suggested 
that the candidate's should express their views on the amalgamation question. Mr. W. B. 
Parker said that, in justice to those candidates nominated by Mr. Jellyman. It should be 
explained that, as it had been suggested the householders would again fail to elect a 
Committee, a few gentlemen got together and nominated residents of each ward and handed 
them to Mr. Jellyman to be forwarded. Personally he was against the amalgamation proposal, 
Mr. W. Ching said he also opposed amalgamation, Mr. I. A. Browne was in favor of 
continuing the present system. About the only argument in favor of amalgamation was that 
the change would result in a saving in salaries and capitation. Some of the members of the 
Board had always been actuated by a desire to save as much as possible out of the Blenheim 
schools.  
Mr. G; E. Brown thought that the discussion was a waste of time, for after all the Committee 
would play very little part in settling the question.  
The Chairman said that it was hardly right to say that the Committee would have no influence 
in the matter. The Committee were elected by the householders, and the Board would not 
dare to run counter to such a strong expression of opinion as would be conveyed in the 
election of the Committee, (Hear hear).  
Mr. F. Birch said he was not prepared to say whether, if elected, he would oppose the 
amalgamation proposal or not. As far as he could see girls did better work under a good 
master than under a mistress. The records of the school all went to prove that much. They 
showed that the girls had not been nearly as successful as the boys. The reason was that a 
mistress could not command a school and teach it as well as a master. If there was the 
slightest chance of the school drifting into that loose style which prevailed years ago when 
the sexes were mixed he would strongly oppose amalgamation ; but with a good master, such 
as Mr. Sturrock was, such a state of affairs was not likely to occur again,  
The Chairman invited discussion on school matters. 
Mr. F, Paine suggested that the incoming Committee should stop the practice of keeping 
children in school during the dinner hour. It was a great hardship on children, living a long 
distance from school to have to rush home in luncheon time for dinner, and the necessity was 
physically injurious. When this kind of punishment was needed the children could be kept in 
after school hours.  
The Chairman coincided with these remarks.  



A former Committee had made a regulation in this respect, and he hoped the incoming 
Committee would not overlook Mr. Paine's suggestion, Messrs. E. Rabbits and F. Dodson 
were appointed scrutineers for the ballot, which dosed at nine o'clock. The result of the ballot 
was as follows, the first nine gentlemen being elected: —  
F. Shaw. .. 47  
E. Purser. .. 41  
L. A. Browne. .. 38  
J. Scott 37  
W. Murphy 37  
B. Norgrove. .. 34  
E. James. .. 31  
P. Birch 30  
W. Ching. .. 29  
E. H. Penny. .. 29  
W. B. Parker 24  
J. Nicholas. .. 23 
 0. Goodman. .. 21  
W. Fryer. .. 21  
A. J. Fisher 18  
T. Batty 17  
A. D. Vannini. .. 9  
H Silvius 8  
The Chairman gave his casting vote in favor of Mr. Ching.  
A vote of thanks to the Chairman and scrutineers terminated the proceedings,  
27th April 1898 SCHOOL AMALGAMATION. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir,— Mr. Birch's statements at the householders' meeting as to why he 
favored amalgamation of the sexes took most people by surprise, and his present attitude on 
the question is somewhat enigmatical. He says, in effect, that under an efficient head master, 
such as we have at present, the girls would do better work than at present. Now, Sir, this is 
rather a bald statement, and needs more than simple assertion to substantiate it. I would ask 
Mr. Birch to cast his memory back some 10 or 12 years, and ask himself if the condition of 
the schools in an amalgamated condition was at all satisfactory. We had then, in the late Mr. 
J. P. Lucas, as capable and efficient a head teacher as we ever had, or are likely to get, yet 
Board and Committee (with the approval of the householders) deemed it advisable in the best 
interests of the school to make a sweeping change in the management, to the present status 
quo. Mr. Birch knows well enough what circumstances led up to the alteration as well as I or 
anyone else, and whether or not they are likely to occur again the householders prefer not to 
make the experiment, as should the arrangement prove unsatisfactory it might take years of 
agitation to get back to the present state of affairs. Therefore, parents say “Let well enough 
alone." If I remember right, Mr. Birch himself supported the separation of the sexes, and it 
would be interesting to hear the account of his change of views. His statement that girls 
would do better work under a master is not warranted by local experience. The scholarship 
records of the Borough Schools since the sexes have been kept separate will compare 
favorably with that of the years of amalgamation, and if parents are not perfectly satisfied 
with the present condition of affairs, I fail to see how amalgamation is going to bring about 
any improvement. As for the comparison between Blenheim and country schools, that will 
not "hold water." What will answer for a school attended by 100 pupils will not necessarily 
prove satisfactory in a school of 600 or 700. At any rate, the system has been tried and found 
wanting. If Mr. Birch is really in earnest in his new-found convictions, let him give the public 
the reason for the faith that is in him. — l am, etc., L. A. Browne. Blenheim, April 26, 1898. 



3rd May 1898 School Concert. — The scholars of the Borough School are actively rehearsing 
for a concert which will be given at an early date. The concert will be very attractive, for, in 
addition to the action songs of the infants, a very tuneful Kinderspiel by W. G K Grieve, will 
be performed. The object is to provide prizes, and also to supplement the fund for the school 
library. 
6th May 1898 The first monthly meeting of the newly elected School Committee was held last 
night, there being present — Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), Purser, Browne, Norgrove, James, 
Macey, Scott and Birch. The Head-Master (Mr. Sturrock) forwarded the report for the month. 
The average attendance was 323.2, the roll number being 407. The average attendance was 
not as good as might be expected, and he had names of several children who had not been at 
school the required number of times. As there was no Truant Officer, he asked for directions 
in this matter. Some windows of the Infant School wanted repairing. The Head Mistress 
(Miss Douslin) reported that the average attendance during the month was 146, the roll 
number being 183. A blackboard and a clock wanted attention. The Committee expressed 
dissatisfaction with the attendance. This time last year, when a Truant Officer was acting, it 
was pointed out, the attendance at the boys' school was ten per cent, better. 
Mr. Purser moved that the Education Board be asked what sum they would allocate for the 
remuneration of a Truant Officer, the appointment to be made by the Committee. Mr. Browne 
seconded the motion, which was carried. The matter of dealing with the truants mentioned by 
the Headmaster was left over till next meeting. The Secretary was instructed to write to the 
Education Board asking that the blackboard in the Girls' school be replaced. Messrs. Macey 
and Purser, with the Chairman, ex-officio member, were appointed Visiting Committee for 
the month. The question of repairing .the clocks of the schools was left to the Visiting 
Committee. The janitor's account was passed for payment. The Chairman was empowered to 
give orders for wood and coal as required, The question of keeping children in during the 
dinner hour, mentioned at the meeting of householders, was brought up, Mr. Norgrove 
proposed that it be an instruction to the teachers not to keep the children in at dinner hour for 
punishment. Mr. Browne seconded. Mr. Birch did not think absolute and irritating restrictions 
should be imposed on the teachers. There might be circumstances which the Committee 
might not be acquainted with. The Chairman agreed. In any case the Committee should have 
some definite facts before them before taking action. Mr. Birch moved an amendment that the 
Visiting Committee investigate the matter, Mr. James seconded. The original motion was 
carried 
20th May 1898 The concert given last night in Ewart's Hall by the pupils of the Borough 
School in aid of the prize and library fund, attracted a very large audience, the Hall being 
crowded, The occasion was a decided success from beginning to end, the young people 
acquitting themselves with even more than usual credit. The first part of the programme 
consisted of seven action songs, given by a number of the younger pupils. These entertained 
the audience very much, especially the song entitled ' Topsy Turvey," in which a row of girls 
overlooked a screen, and, at the end of the verses, by an ingenious contrivance, made it 
appear as if they were standing on their heads behind the screen. The directrix for this part of 
the concert was Miss Brown, and the pianist Miss 0. Farmar. Grieves Kinderspiel, “Flowers 
o' the Forest," formed the second part of the programme, and this was produced in very 
successful style, justice being done to both the music and the dialogue. The different 
characters were effectively dressed, and some pretty scenes were produced. The choruses 
were rendered excellently, and the soloists sang their parts creditably. The Sir Roger de 
Coverley dance towards the end of the piece was executed with pleasing correctness, and 
interested the audience to such an extent that it had to be repeated. An efficient orchestra 
conducted by Mr. D, A. Sturrock, and led by Miss Rose, accompanied the children. Miss 
Elbeck acted as pianist. The concert as a whole reflects great credit on the pupils of the. 



school and those who taught them ; and judging by the favorable impression that it created 
last night, there should be a crowded audience in Ewart's Hall this evening.  
6th June 1898 BLENHEIM BOYS' SCHOOL v. PICTON BOYS' SCHOOL. 
The Borough School football team, accompanied by Mr. Sturrock, journeyed to Picton on 
Saturday to play the first of the annual games with the Picton school team. A start was made 
at 9 a.m. sharp, and after a pleasant, though rather cold drive, Picton was reached shortly 
before noon. The game was well contested and fairly even all through, but the Blenheim boys 
having had a little more practice, were able to get home with the match, the points being six 
points to nil. Bottrell was the scorer of both tries. The boys were kindly attended to by the 
teachers and scholars, and after tea Master Grace-, in a neat speech, thanked them for their 
kindness. A start was made a little before five, and Blenheim was reached before eight 
o'clock. The boys thoroughly enjoyed the outing, and a return match will shortly be arranged. 
OKARAMIO. Miss Wanden, teacher, asked to be allowed to exchange places with Miss 
Edith Keys, of the Borough Schools, her letter being accompanied by a medical certificate 
stating that the change would be beneficial to applicant's health. c Miss Keys having 
assented, it was resolved that the exchange be effected, subject to the approval of Blenheim 
School Committee  
14th June 1898 A communication was received from the Blenheim School Committee 
drawing attention to what they considered the undue weakness of the fourth standard in the 
Girl's School, and asking that the Board take some steps in the matter. After discussion it was 
resolved that a copy of- the communication from the Committee be forwarded to the Head 
Mistress for a report, and that, as requested, the Inspector make a confidential report to the 
Committee. A cheque for £12 18s, proceeds of the recent school concert, was forwarded by 
the Committee as an addition to the school library fund. It was resolved to grant the subsidy 
on all the money in hand. The Committee recommended that Mr. E. Thomas be appointed 
Truant Officer; and notified that they were willing to contribute £5 a year towards the salary 
of such an officer. It was resolved that the Board contribute £10 a year towards the salary, 
together with a bonus of 20 per cent, on capitation (£8 15s a head) received for increased 
attendance, this arrangement to apply to the Blenheim and Springlands schools, and to last for 
one year. The Committee asked for permission to use the gas stoves in possession of the 
Board for the purpose of making the experiment of heating the school by gas. The request 
was granted. It was stated that the liability of paying for the gas thus consumed rested with 
the Committee. The Committee asked the Board to undertake the repairing of some windows 
and spouting round the school. It was resolved to reply that the Board does not recognise 
liability in the matter of repairing broken windows and cleaning spouting pipes. The 
Committee forwarded an account of £2 12s 6d for fixing up a pump and other similar work at 
the residence attached to the school. Resolved to return the account to the Committee with a 
reference to the regulation stating that the Board is not responsible for expenditure not 
previously authorised. 
15th June 1898 BLENHEIM. On the motion of Mr. Mills, it was resolved to write to the 
Education Department calling attention and asking for an answer to the letter written by the 
Secretary on June 7th in which were advanced the claims of the Board to a further grant from 
the Special Building Vote passed during last session. The Board has received only £80 for the 
object of educational provision in newly settled districts, and have already expended £280 in 
this direction— at Blind River, Hawkesbury, and the Sounds. The Chairman was authorised 
to see Mr. Rogers, solicitor, and make arrangements with him for the conveyance to the 
Board of the property alongside the Infant School recently sold to it by Mrs.  McDonald 
10th June 1898 School Football. — With the object of encouraging school football, the 
Wairau Football Club will present a football for competition amongst the various public 
schools. The idea is to allow the Picton and Blenheim schools fifteen aside, and to give the 



other weaker school teams a handicap of two or three extra players. The details will be 
arranged as soon as it is ascertained which schools will enter for the competition 
10th June 1898 The Monthly meeting was held last night, there being present— Messrs. Shaw 
(Chairman), Macey, Norgrove, Purser, Browne, Scott, James, Birch, and Ching. The 
Secretary of the Education Board wrote stating that the Board was willing to appoint a truant 
officer, as requested, but would like to know what amount the Committee proposed to 
contribute towards the salary of such an officer. , A communication from the Police 
Department was received (in answer to a letter from the Chairman), stating that a regulation 
was passed some time ago which prohibited the police-acting as truant officers. Mr. Browne 
proposed that the Committee contribute £3 per annum towards the salary of a truant officer 
with a bonus of Is a head per quarter on any increase in the average attendance ; conditionally 
on the Board contributing £9 and such allowance per head on the increased attendance as 
they may think fit. Mr. Norgrove seconded. Mr. Purser thought they could not obtain the 
services of a good officer. for anything less than £30. He proposed that the Board be 
informed the Committee would contribute £10 a year provided they would grant a subsidy of 
£20. Mr. James seconded Mr. Purser's amendment, which was lost. Mr. Ching proposed 
another amendment that the Committee contribute L5, the Board to grant a subsidy. Mr. 
Birch seconded the proposal, which was carried. Eight applications for the position of Truant 
officer were received, and a ballot resulted in the decision that Mr. E. Thomas be 
recommended to the Board for the appointment. The Visiting Committee reported that they 
found the different departments of the schools in a very satisfactory state as regarded 
cleanliness. Four rooms required more heat, and the Committee recommended that gas 
heaters be put in hand immediately and used in con« junction with the coal fires. A letter 
from the Manager of the Gas Works (Continued on fourth page.) 
would be placed before the Committee. The clocks were all found to be in going order, with 
the exception of two in the infant room: which were ordered to be repaired. Except the usual 
number of broken windows, the Committee found the spouting and down pipes required 
attention, The work in all branches was going on in a satisfactory and decorous manner. The 
Manager of the Gas Works wrote asking the Committee to take into consideration the 
desirability of heating the schools with gas. The heaters for that purpose were on hand, 
having been purchased by the Education Board some years ago and never utilised; and no 
expense would be incurred by laying the service and putting in meters. On the motion of Mr. 
Purser, it was resolved to fix up the meters in two rooms, and give the gas a trial, It was 
resolved to ask the Board to attend to the spouting and also to trap the drain leading from the 
school ground into the river. A portion of the Visiting Committee's report, which was 
adopted, was considered in Committee. The Head-Master's report stated that the attendance 
last month was not good, cold weather affecting the attendance in the Infants' Department. 
The average attendance was 311.3, the roll number being 405. The Head Mistress reported 
that the average attendance last month was 139 5, the roll number being 179. The Chairman 
was authorised to order a coal scuttle for the Girls' School. Mr. Birch gave notice to move at 
next meeting, That the sixth and seventh standards of the Girls' School be placed under the 
control of the Head Master. . Mr. Browne remarked that the majority of the Committee had 
been elected on the understanding that they would not support the proposal to amalgamate the 
Boys' and Girls' departments, and before any each proposal was entertained a public meeting 
should be called, and the householders consulted, Mr. Browne moved as follower— " That 
this Committee is of opinion the present mods of electing Education Boards is unfair and 
inequitable to the large districts, a school of 30 or 40 children having as much power as one 
of 500 or 600.  
 



We therefore beg to recommend that the Minister for Education be asked to bring in an 
amending Act with a view of remedying the above grievance; also granting School 
Committees largely increased powers, and removing all causes of friction caused by the 
overlapping of the functions of the two bodies." This motion, he explained, would be 
forwarded to the Education Department through the member for the district. Mr. Norgrove 
seconded the motion, which was carried. A complaint was received from a parent as to the 
treatment of her child by one of the teachers; and it was accompanied by an explanation from 
the teacher. The Committee considered the action of the teacher justifiable, and decided to 
communicate the circumstances of the case to the parent. Accounts were passed for payment. 
20th June 1898 High School. — Mr. 0. H. Mills, M.H.R., has received a telegram from the 
Premier stating that the Cabinet has decided to place a vole on the Estimates for the 
establishment of a High School for Marlborough, This news will, we feel Bare, be received 
with considerable pleasure in the district 
8th July 1898 The monthly meeting of the Borough School Committee was held last night. 
Present— Messrs. Macey (in the chair), L. A. Browne, Norgrove, and Ching. The Secretary 
of the Education Board wrote staling that the Board had agreed to give gas stoves for the 
purpose of heating the school, on the understanding that no further expense to the Board be 
incurred. The letter was read and laid on the table. A communication was received from the 
Board with reference to the proposal school library. It was resolved that the Head Master and 
Mistress be asked to send to the Committee a list of books they consider suitable for a 'school 
library. The Board notified that it had appointed Mr. Thomas as Truant Officer, and that he 
was also to act far Springlands, the engagement to be for one year, the fixed salary to b 3 £15 
a year, of which £5 was to be contributed by the Committee It was resolved to write to the 
Springlands Committee and ask to contribute to the salary of the Truant Officer.  
Mr. Birch's notice of motion, that the sixth and seventh standards of the Boys' and Girls' 
school be placed under the control of the headmaster, was held over to the next meeting. The 
Secretary of the Eltham School Committee, Taranaki, forwarded copy of a petition to be 
presented to Parliament asking that the inspectoral staff of the colony be placed under the 
control of the Department in Wellington instead of the various Education Boards, and that 
regulations be made providing that no Inspector be iv one district more than two years, it was 
resolved to endorse the petition. The Committee then  proceeded to consider the confidential 
report of the Inspector with regard to a standard in the Girls' School, and it was decided that a 
resolution on the subject be not taken till a full meeting. Accounts were passed for payment. 
12th July 1898 HIGH SCHOOL. A letter was received from Mr. Mills, M.H.R., with 
reference to the Government's promise to place a sum of money on the Estimates for the 
establishment of a High School at Blenheim. It was resolved that Mr. Mill's letter be 
acknowledged, but as such school cannot be established and maintained by a solitary grant 
the Board would like Mr. Mills to obtain an assurance from the Government that a similar 
sum will be annually at the service of the Board for High School purposes. The Chairman, 
Messrs. Carter, McCallum, Redwood, and Duncan were appointed a Committee to consider 
and report upon the best means of establishing the proposed institution 
OKARAMIO. Miss Wanden, teacher, asked to be allowed to exchange places with Miss 
Edith Keys, of the Borough Schools, her letter being accompanied by a medical certificate 
stating that the change would be beneficial to applicant's health.  Miss Keys having assented, 
it was resolved that the exchange be effected, subject to the approval of Blenheim School 
Committee 
13th July 1898 The Blenheim Committee's request for night soil tins was granted. 
5th August 1898 CLOSING THE SCHOOLS. —At the meeting of the School Committee last 
night it was asked why the schools were closed this week for a day and a half; and it was 
explained that the special holidays were given on account of the snowstorm and the 



attendance of the Carets at the Volunteer review. Comment was made on the fact that the 
Infant school was also closed on the latter occasion. After discussion, it was resolved that in 
future all holidays given be recorded in the minute book, with reasons, so that a report might 
be made to the annual meeting of householders ; also that, excepting on the occasion of 
floods, the schools be not closed except by order of the  majority of the Committee 
5th August 1898 The ordinary monthly meeting was held last night, all the members being 
present — Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), Purser, Norgrove, Scott, James, Browne, Birch, Macey 
and Ching. GENERAL. The Head Master reported that the average attendance at the Boys 1 
School last month was 319, as against a roll number of 394. Sickness was the main cause of 
the low average. During the week, the Cadets were inspected by Col. Pole-Penton; and he 
expressed himself well satisfied with the drill.  
The report was accompanied by a list of books for the new school library, to be approved by 
the Committee. The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance for June was 139, the 
roll number being 175, the average attendance for last month was 131, roll number 173. Mr. 
Mills, M.H.R., in reply to the Committee's communication, wrote stating that a Bill was now 
before the House dealing with the election of Education Boards. As would have been seen, 
the question he put in the House with regard to the powers of School Committees had been 
received unfavorably. — It was resolved to thank Mr. Mills for his efforts. The action of the 
Chairman in sanctioning the exchange of places made by Miss Keys at the Blenheim School 
and Miss Wanden at Okaramio School was confirmed. The Chairman, on behalf of the 
Visiting Committee, drew attention to the extremely bad and unhealthy condition of the 
school grounds. He did not wonder that parents hesitated to send their children to school.  
Mr. Purser moved that the Board be requested to gravel the grounds so as to provide for a fall 
in one direction. After discussion Mr. Macey moved an amendment that the Board be asked 
to place a number of loads of gravel down to cover the mud deposited by the flood. — The 
amendment was carried. The Secretary was instructed to again ask the Board to provide a 
blackboard for the Girls' School. — It was resolved that a school clock be repaired. The 
Chairman reported that he had ascertained it would cost £10 to fit up gas stoves in the 
schools. — This expense was considered prohibitive, and the proposal was dropped. It was 
stated that complaints had been received as to the use of bad language by the boys during 
play time. — It was resolved to ask the Head-master to institute a system which would ensure 
the presence of a teacher in the play grounds during recreation and the constant supervision 
of the boys. A confidential report from the Inspector, deferred from last meeting, and another 
matter, were considered in Committee.  
THE AMALGAMATION QUESTION. Mr. Birch moved, according to notice, that the sixth 
and seventh standards of the Girls' School be placed under the control of the Headmaster. He 
felt sure that if this change were made, the girls would have their education completed in a 
much more thorough and satisfactory manner. He thought the control of a master, was 
attended with much better results, especially in the case of elder girls, than that of a mistress. 
Generally speaking, male teachers were more successful at the head of affairs than female 
teachers. The girls should be given equal opportunities with the boys. Only four other schools 
in the Colony separated the sexes. He did not see why the girls and boys should be kept apart 
to the detriment of the former, simply because a blot was made on the amalgamation system 
years ago, and he did not see that it was necessary for that blot to be handed down to all 
posterity and allowed to influence present methods. The Chairman seconded pro forma, Mr. 
Purser opposed the motion, if they agreed to it they would open the door to a system which 
they were expressly elected to avoid. In saying that female teachers were not as competent as 
male teachers, Mr. Birch cast an unjustifiable slur on the former. Mr. Ching also opposed the 
motion on similar grounds to those held by Mr. Purser. Mr. Macey dissented from the 
motion. He recalled past experience, and said he thought amalgamation would be very 



improper. It would be altogether against the wishes of the majority of the parents. In his 
opinion female teachers were quite as competent as masters. He pointed out that such good 
results could hardly be expected from girls' as boys’ schools, if only for the reason that girls 
could not attend as well as boys. Mr. Browne opposed the motion on general grounds, more 
especially since the householders' meeting was not in favor of amalgamation. Incidentally he 
pointed out that amalgamation would mean a loss of capitation to the School Committee of 
£25 or £30. In any case, the householders should be consulted before any steps should be 
taken. With regard to the comparative merits of male and female teachers, he thought the 
latter more competent than masters to impart knowledge to their own sex. Messrs. Scott and 
James said they would vote against the motion. Mr. Norgrove said that on the amalgamation 
question he had taken up an independent attitude; but in view of the tone of the householders' 
meeting he could not support the motion. Mr. Birch said he could see the feeling of the 
meeting was against his proposal, but he would like to reply to a few points. When Mr. Lucas 
had the sixth and seventh standards under his charge they showed the best results yet 
obtained. He felt sure the parents of Blenheim would yet insist that their daughters should 
have equal opportunities with their sons. Given teachers beyond suspicion, the best results 
could be expected from the teaching of girls by masters. In saying that male teachers were 
better than female teachers he was speaking in a general sense. If the amalgamated system —
which by the way was advocated by the Inspector— gave satisfaction throughout the Colony, 
it should be successful here also. He was quite willing that a definite expression of opinion 
should be obtained from a special meeting of shareholders. The motion was then put and lost. 
8th September 1898 The Drawing Examinations. — The number of pupils present at the 
drawing examinations which took place at the Borough Schools yesterday was 242. In the 
Boys' School, where Mr. D. P. Sinclair acted as supervisor, there were 146 candidates, the 
different classes being made up as follows : — Geometry, 48 ; scale, 32 ; freehand, 39 ; 
model 27, There were 96 candidates in the Girls' School, where Mr. W. Gillespie acted at 
supervisor ; 17 taking scale drawing, 21 model, and 58 freehand 
9th September 1898 Blenheim School Committee. — The Borough School Committee held 
the monthly meeting last night, there being present Messrs. Shaw (chair), Macey, James, 
Scott, Birch, Ching, and Browne. The Headmaster reported that the average attendance at the 
Boys' School last month was 314, the roll number being 390. The Headmistress reported that 
tie average attendance at the Girls' School last month was 136, the roll number being 173. A 
communication was received from the Education Board, in which that body agreed to the 
proposal of the Committee that the boys and girls should be examined together, and pointed 
out that it would be advisable they should have some practice examinations so as to become 
accustomed to the system. The matter of arranging for such examinations was left in the 
hands of the Chairman.  
The Visiting Committee reported that they found the schools in good order. So far as they 
could ascertain, the attendance had not materially increased since the appointment of a Truant 
Officer. It was resolved that the Board be asked to provide three map stands and racks for the 
school, and a table for the Infants  school ; and that attention be called to the fact that the 
school ground had not yet been gravelled and that the window sashes were not yet attended 
to.  
With regard to a complaint from a parent that his daughter had not been included in the class 
for model drawing at the recent examinations, it was resolved to forward to the parent certain 
references to the subject appearing in the report from the Head Mistress, who has full power 
in the selection of candidates.  
A complaint was received from a parent as to the treatment of his daughter. After reading a 
communication from the teacher and hearing the Visiting Committee on the matter, it was 
resolved to reply that the Committee uphold the action of the Teacher. Mr. D. Sinclair, 



supervisor in the Boys' School at the recent drawing examinations, reported that the 
behaviour of the classes was exemplary, and he had forwarded the papers to the Secretary of 
the Wellington Education Board. Mr. W. Gillespie, supervisor at the Girls' School, made a 
similar report. Accounts were pissed for payment, including the remuneration of the 
supervisors at the drawing examinations. It was resolved to employ a man to rake up the big 
stones on the school ground, which, the Visiting Committee reported, might cause injury to 
the children if not removed. Messrs. J. Scott and L. A. Browne were appointed as the Visiting 
Committee for the ensuing month 
10th September 1898 THE EDITOR. Sir,— l notice that at the last meeting of the School 
Committee a complaint was made of the excessive punishment of one of the scholars. The 
Committee, your report says, upheld the teacher's action. Without discussing the merits of 
this particular case, I believe that in the majority of cases where reports of this sort are made, 
parental control at home is lamentably weak, consequently the teacher's task is rendered 
much more difficult. If children receive proper home training, and prompt and careful habits 
of obedience are instilled into them by their parents, very little (if any) chastisement is 
necessary. If, however, parents neglect their duty in this respect, and encourage their children 
to bring home complaints against the teachers, they are only standing in their own light. The 
teachers have in some respects a most difficult task to perform, and it is not at all surprising 
to find that some children receive what their parents call excessive punishment. Opinions 
differ as to what is excessive punishment. What may be called excessive punishment for one 
offence may not be any too much for another. Besides, it may sometimes happen that milder 
forms of chastisement have been tried in vain. It is always the last straw that breaks the 
camel's back, and parents should not judge too hastily, but should hear the teacher's side of 
the question before passing judgment. For my part I often wonder how it is that some 
children escape with so little punishment. There is much to try a teacher's patience in the 
conduct of their daily avocation, and although I have no doubt the School Committee would 
willingly take action if necessary to prevent any gross ill-treatment, I give them credit for not 
unduly harassing those who have a difficult duty to perform. There should be a wise 
discrimination between punishment inflicted in anger and that given with a stern sense of 
doing their duty to the pupils under their control. Parents should recollect that all children are 
not the paragons of propriety they fondly imagine.— l am, etc., Spare the Rod and Spoil the 
Child. 
13th September 1898 BLENHEIM. The Committee asked for some articles of school 
furniture. They called attention to the fact that the grounds and window sashes had not been 
attended to. The Secretary was authorised to Supply the requirements, and the other matter 
was left in the hands of the Works Committee 
29th October 1898 The Blenheim High School.— As the Marlborough Education Board will 
soon be called on to make provision for a High School in Blenheim, it is interesting to note 
the arrangements established High School in Westport, At the last meeting of the Nelson 
Board, the following  resolution was passed : — " That the Committee having been 
consulted, all the teachers be given three months' formal notice of the termination of their 
engagement, and applications for the High School staff be invited as follows :— Principal 
Master (who must be a University graduate), £800 a year and house ; 1st Assistant (also a 
graduate), male and female, £140 to .£175 each ; certificated teacher as second teacher, £150 
; 2nd female assistant, £48 to €100 ; 3rd do £48 to £84 ; 4th do £48 to £72. The school will be 
opened on February 1st 
7th Nov 1898 BLENHEIM BOYS' SCHOOL. 
1 The results of the drawing examination which was held in September last, have come to 
hand. The following are the names of the successful scholars : —  



Freehand.-— L. Wensley, W. West, F. Tunnicliffe, K. Tait, W. Slattery, R. Simson, R. Park, 
W. Powell, J. O’Rourke, E. Mahon, E. Mark, J. McDonald, A. McCallum, B. Lucas, A. 
Lucas, N. Jordan, G. Harte, N. Green, B. Griffiths, M. Grace, J. Fryer, A. Derbyshire, F. 
Crook, C. Bush, G. Birch, G. Barnett, A. Batty.  
Geometrical. — A. Iremonger, P. Jenkins, R. McArtney, B. Lucas, J. Litchfield, D. 
McCallum, E. Nicholas, A. Norgrove, E. Paine, H. Patched, M. Stock, G. Walker, C. Watson, 
N. Dobson, P. Nicholas, S. Brewster, C. Cameron, J. Clarke, L. Cooke, C. Croker, J. Gallop, 
G. Harte, L. Keys, C. Martin, G. Martin, P. Moreland, B. Morris, E. Morrish, G. Barnett, H. 
Dunckley, H. Fowler, P. Jellyman, J. Wensley. C. Armstrong, R. Dunckley, F. Healy, E. 
Gillett, A. McCallum, J. Crook, C. Priddle, T. Radd, W. Smale, L. Tunnicliffe, L. Wensley, 
B. Atwood, C. Wooster.  
Scale.— N. Wanden, L. Wensley, W. Powell, J. O'Rorke, E. Morrish, A. Mark, M. Grace, H. 
Litchfield, A. Lucas, B. Lucas, N. Jordan, H. Hewitt, G. Harte, N. Green. J. Fryer, N. 
Derbyshire, E. Croker', G. Barnett, L. Atwood.  
Model.— R. Simson, A. Purser, R. Park, F. Mark, J. McDonald, H. Jordan, D. Howard, L. 
Grace, G, Griffiths, H. Cooke, E. Croker. S. Bull.  
The following boys now hold full certificates from the Technical School: — F. Lummas, R. 
Dobson, V. Bythell, S. Bull, L. Howard, F. Mark, J. McDonald, L. Grace, G. Griffiths, R. 
Simson, H. Cooke, R. Park, 
11th November 1898 Blenheim School Committee. — The monthly meeting, of the Blenheim 
School Committee was held last night, there being present: Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), 
Norgrove, Browne, Birch, James and Ching. The Head Master reported that the average 
attendance at the boys' school during the month was 329.6, the roll number being 404. In the 
recent drawing examinations in connection with the Technical School, Wellington, the boys 
had been successful in gaining 101 certificates, 25 of them having the mark excellent. The 
books for the school library were expected every day, and a large cupboard was required to 
keep them. The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance at the girls’ school last 
month was 136, the roll number being 189. It was resolved to ask for a report on the drawing 
examinations in the girls' school, and for details as to the attendance in each standard. The 
Secretary of the Agricultural and Pastoral Association asked that the children be given a 
holiday on Wednesday, November the 23rd, the date of the Show. It was decided that the 
schools be closed for halt that day, and also that the infants be given a half-holiday on 
Wednesday, the 29th, the day of the Horticultural Society’s Show. The Secretary reported that 
the funds in hand amounted to only £4 11s, and there were accounts to pay-to the amount of 
£12. The next capitation would be received at the end of December. Accounts were passed 
for payment, and it was decided to dispose of the large stock of coal now on band. It was 
represented that the cold weather being over, fuel would not be required, and it would be 
expedient to Bell the coal rather than store it for next winter. Mr. Ching reported on behalf of 
the Visiting Committee that affairs at the schools were proceeding satisfactorily on the 
occasion of their visit. Messrs. James and Birch were appointed Visiting Committee for the 
ensuing month. School Attendance. — Some interesting questions were raised at the meeting 
of the School Committee last night with regard to school attendance. An intimation was 
received from the Truant Officer that on every application to see the birth register to ascertain 
the ages of children he had been obliged to pay 2s 6d. It was resolved to write to the Minister 
of Education asking if there was in force an Order-ln-Council exempting School Committees 
from this fee, and, if such an Order did not exist, whether it was not possible to provide for 
such exemption. A discussion took place on the question whether private schools, such as the 
Catholic Schools, were bound by the School Attendance Act. It was stated that the Truant 
Officer bad applied for, and been promised, a copy of the roll of that institution, and this 
would enable him to more thoroughly enforce the provisions of the Act. In the course of the 



debate, it was pointed out that if the Catholic Schools, for instance, were not effected by the 
Act, it would be very easy for parents, who wished to do so, to evade the Act by having their 
children enrolled on the registers of those schools. Clause 3 of the Act says that every child 
between the apes of seven and thirteen years is required to attend some “public school" 
(provided that such child's place of residence is not more than two miles from the nearest 
public school at least six times a week, morning and afternoon attendances being counted 
separately. The argument that it would be easy to evade the law by enrolling a child's name 
on the register of a private school is overruled, it appears to us, by the latter part of clause 3, 
which provides that the Committee need not grant a certificate of exemption from attendance 
at the public school unless they are satisfied that the child is "under efficient and regular 
instruction elsewhere." Such certificates hold good for one year or for a shorter period, at the 
discretion of the Committee 
17th November 1898 With the £400 voted by Parliament, the establishment of a High School 
in Blenheim should soon be an accomplished fact. This grant, with the tuition fees, will, it is 
considered, be sufficient to provide for the annual maintenance (of the institution ; and, since 
the Supplementary Estimates state that the vote is made in lieu of secondary education 
endowments," it is practically certain that this sum will, through the Estimates, be a yearly 
charge on the Consolidated Fund. The Premier promised as much some time ago, favoring 
this modus operandi in preference to the granting of land reserves. The money passes into the 
hands of the Marlborough School Commissioners, who have the management of the 
secondary education reserves in this district bringing in a few pounds a year; but, no doubt, 
its disposition and the administration of High School affairs will virtually rest with the 
Education Board. The sum named is only sufficient to provide for annual maintenance, and a 
similar amount is required to meet the initial cost. At the outset there is the erection of the 
building, and furnishing, to consider. ?he question of erecting a separate building or adding to 
the Borough Schools will soon have to be settled, and also the appointment of a teaching staff 
to teach the higher subjects. Probably the engagement of another master will meet the case in 
this place. The preliminary steps should be taken 
21st November 1898 Borough School Examinations. — The annual examinations of the 
Borough Schools, which commenced on Thursday, will be continued to-day, and will extend 
over another two or three days. This is the first occasion, under Inspector Smith's regime, on 
which the boys' and girls' schools have been amalgamated for the purpose of examination. 
The innovation was decided upon at the request of the School Committee. 
26th November 1898 following are the examination results of the Blenheim Borough Schools.  
Girls' School. Class X.(7th Standard) — Maud Batty, Daisy Crombie, Maud Elbeck, Eileen 
Elbeck, Edith Foster, Flossie Girling Wene Grace, Agnes Healy, Olive Litchfield, Maud 
O'Brien.  
Standard Vl.— Maud Ball, Edith Berry, Connie Bull, Lucy Dixon, Rachel Eckford, Kathleen 
Furness, Emma Gilmore, Eva Iremonger, Annie Logan, May Lucas, Winnie Macey, Itta 
Macalister, Violet McIntosh, Florrie Nicholas, Agnes O'Brien, Kate Paine, Eily Purser, Milly 
Tunnicliffe, Ada Walker. 
 Standard V.— .Elsie Bartlett, May Birch, Matilda Boon, Lily Brewer, Florrie Dailies, Maud 
Dixon, Winnie Eckford, Kate Fulton, Grace Garnham, Nessie Grace, Ria Macalister, Nellie 
Rayner, Maud Rabbits, Alice Scott, Lena Silvius, Alice Simmonds, Edith Vannini, Ada 
Watterson.  
Standard IV.- Mabel Ball, Nellie Brayshaw, Juanita Brenchley, Ivy Burns, Lizzie Cowley, 
Maud Dunckley, Lottie Derbyshire, Amy Daikee, Beatrice Draper, Lily Fraser, Mary Foster, 
Cora Hadfield, Nessie Harding, Mabel Hale, Mary Hodson, Ella Lucas, Maggie Leslie, Ella 
Litchfield, Annie Morcom, Lucy Maddock, Mabel McIntosh, Sarah Mills, Gertie Morgan, 
Maggie Rollingshaw, Leila Simpson, Maud Witt,  



Standard III.— Olive Armstrong, Ella Armstrong, Francis Atwood, Etty Ball, Alice Ball, 
Faith Brewer, Miriam Brewer, Florrie Bowser, Rita Connolly, Muriel Eckford, Christina 
Fraser, May Healy, Vida Harding, Ada Ham, May Henderson, Annie Garnham, Phoebe 
Jackson, Mary McCallum, Lily Mahon, Christina O'Brien, Elsie Patchett, Ada Sigglekow, 
Lila Sowman, Ethel Sowman, Isabel Simpson, Gertrude Watson, May West. 
Standard II. — Amanda Alquist, Elsie Ball, Edith Booker, Jessie Dew, Ruby Daikee, Mary 
Derbyshire, Edith Fowler, Amy Fryer, Gertie Gallop, Irene Goslin, Lily Hegglin, Frances 
Hutoheson, Iva Lane, Grace Litchfield, Alice Lacey, Mary Lucas, Kathleen Lucas, Queenie 
Lucas, Eileen Macey, Linda Mallet, Connie Maxted, Cassie Morcom, Mary McKegney, 
Gertrude McKenna, Mary Park, Annie Saunders, Nora Sigglekow, Grace Verry, Mary 
Walker, Hilda Wanden, Eva Watson, Annie Witt.  
Boys' School. Standard X (Standard 7) — Harold Cooke, Victor Bythell, Ernest Hay, Roy 
Simson.  
Standard Vl.— Frank Brennan, Sydney Bull, Graham Barnett, Eric Croker, Richard Dobson, 
Geo. Griffiths, Norman Green, Bon Horton, Leo Howard, Godfrey Harte, Fred Lummas, 
Frank Mark, Jas. McDonald, Robt. Park, Bert. Purser, Chas. Raven, Willie Simmons.  
Standard V. -Arthur Batty, Geo, Birch, Charles Bush, Percy Cooke, Albert. Derbyshire, John 
Ewart, James Fryer, Mark Grace, Bert Griffiths, Norman Jordan, Gordon Litchfield, Albert 
Lucas. Bruce Lucas, Arthur Mark, Edwin Morrish, John O'Rouke, Kenneth Tait, Walter 
West, Louis Wensley, Norman Wanden.'  
Standard IV.— Bernard Attwood, Charles Armstrong, Stanley Brewster, Charles Cameron, 
Leonard Cooke, Cyril Croker, Raymond Dunckley, Harold Dunckley, Norman Dodson, 
Harold Fowler, James Gallop, Ernest Gillet, Herbert Gosling, Frank Healey, Ernest Ham, 
Albert Iremonger, Percy Jellyman, Percy Jenkins, Leonard Keys, Noel Litchfield, Jack 
Litchfield, George Martin, Percy Moreland, Robert McArtney, David McCallum, Percy 
Nicholas, Ernest Nicholas, Alfred Norgrove, Edwin Paine, Harold Patchett, Thomas Radd, 
Morris Stock, George Sheridan, William Smale, Leslie Tunnicliffe, Charles Wooster, Henry 
Walker, Chas. Watson, Ralph Wills. 
 Standard 111. — Edward Birch, John Crook, George Daikee, Gus Fisher, William Grace, 
Percy Hendra, Fred Horton, Richard Hadfield, Jose Jackson .Gordon Lane, Edward Leaks, 
Fred Mills, Jack Morgan, William Macey, James Mar fell, George Mason, James Newman, 
Charles O'Brien, Albert Patchett, Charles Rabbits, Ernest Radd, Charles Register, George 
Register, Kingsley Riley, Arthur Simpson, Harry Salmon, James Stevens, Monty Tunnicliffe, 
James Walker, George Wills, Henry Wooster, Harold White.  
Standard 11. — Francis Anstice, Leonard Brayshaw, Anthony Brennan, Clifford Corbett, 
Robert Foster, Robert Fulton, Oswald Freeth, Ben Garnham, Edwin Goldsmith, Albert 
Goldsmith, Arthur Hadfield, Claud Hale, Leonard Holdaway, William Imrie, Stanley Knight, 
Gerard Lange, Victor Logan, Herbert Lucas, Fred Mark, Sam Martin, Alfred Marfell, Harry 
Mears, William McAllister, Alick McCallum, Stephen McFarland, Horatio Nelson, David 
Nelson, William Nicholls, Herbert Oben, Frank Patchett, Albert Simmons, Norman Parker, 
Stanley Radcliffe, Frank Sheridan, George Turnbull, Noel White, William Reesby.  
Standard I.— Millie Ball, Ella Browne, Olive Birch, Elsie Batty, Sophia Brewster, Ethel 
Coleman, Flossie Coleman, Maggie Dorset, Violet Lacey, Georgina Lacey, Doris Lane, 
Gwennie Mason, Jessie Mahon, Maggie McCallum, Winnie McKenna, Nellie Oben, Ivy 
O'Rourke, Nellie Pond, Alice Roberts, . Lily Register, Irene Simson, Norah Sowman, Elsie 
Sowman, Edith Simmons, Maude Strange, Rica Silvius, Elsie Stevens, Mona Vannini, Elsie 
Wanden, Cyril Armstrong, William Ballantine, George Brenchley, William Cowley, Walter 
Chuck, Fred Coleman, Jack Fryer, Geoffrey Furness, Hamish Grace, Stuart Hendra, Norman 
James, Mervyn Litchfield, Harry May, Bertie Macey, Charles McArtney, Nigel McFarland, 
Robert Macalister, Cyril Mullen, Louis Mullen Leonard Porter, Harry Priddle', Harold 



Patchett, Reuben Patchett, Carl Riley, Ernest Simpson, Stanley Tunnicliffe, Charles Verry, 
Rex White, Stanley Wills, Rowland Watson, Andrew Watson, Sidney 
9th December 1898 School Holidays.—Communications were received by the Borough 
School Committee last night in which the Head Master and Head Mistress recommended that 
the schools be shut up for the Christmas holidays on December 21st and reopened on January 
the 30th. Discussion ensued in which some members of the Committee objected to such a 
long term as six weeks; and finally it was resolved that the holidays commence on December 
21st and end on January 23rd. School Committee Meeting. — The monthly meeting of the 
Borough School Committee, held last night, was  attended by Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), 
Ching, Scott, Norgrove, Purser, Birch, James, Browne. The Headmaster reported that the 
average attendance last month was 278, and the roll number 364. The attendance for the last 
fortnight had suffered owing to the measles. He recommended that Misses Barnett and 
Harris, teachers who had been acting in the place of male assistants, be engaged for another 
term. He also forwarded an application from Miss Milly Girting for the position of pupil 
teacher; she had been acting as trainer in the Infant Department. The books for the new 
school library were expected to arrive within a day or two. The matter -of dealing with the 
applications forwarded by the Head-master was held over, the Committee being uncertain as 
to the position. It was resolved to forward the application for a cupboard for the library books 
to the Education Board. Brooms were ordered to be procured for the caretaker. Accounts 
were passed for payment; and other formal business transacted. Messrs. James and Birch 
were re-appointed a Visiting Committee. 
17th December 1898 School Holidays.— The Borough Schools broke up yesterday for the 
Christmas holidays, a week earlier than anticipated, owing to the bad attendance. 
19th December 1898 TO THB EDITOR. 
Sib, — A local in Saturday's Express conveyed the information that the Borough Schools had 
broken up for the Christmas Holidays a week earlier than the Committee had distinctly 
decided should be the case. Now, Sir, I think the Chairman of the Committee is rather too 
fond of “taking .the bit in his mouth," to use a horsey expression (in other words he likes to 
“run the show" to the exclusion of his fellow-Committeemen.) The matter came up for 
discussion at the last meeting of the School Committee, when the teachers recommended that 
the schools be closed for six weeks, the Chairman supporting them. Several members were of 
opinion that four weeks' holiday was ample, and ultimately it was decided as a compromise 
to close for five weeks. Your local says that the premature closing is due to the “poor 
attendance." I think this is a very paltry excuse. Suppose, for argument's sake, 100 or even 
150 children were absent out of an average attendance of 600 or thereabouts, why should 1 
350 or 400 children be debarred from tuition for the laggards? I maintain that the school 
should be kept open for tuition under all circumstances (except perhaps when a really 
dangerous pestilence is raging.) Time lost in this manner can never be made up again. If the 
schools were to be closed for a week earlier, I think the Committee as a whole should have 
been consulted; indeed, I believe there is a resolution on the minute book to this effect, 
.which was passed on a previous occasion when the Chairman took upon himself to grant a 
holiday. The grinding and cramming that goes on two or three months before examination is 
a bugbear to most parents and if there were more steady work and - not so many weeks' 
holiday in the year this would not be necessary. In conclusion, Sir, I would like to add I trust 
that as the Chairman has dosed the schools a week earlier than the Committee decided he has 
made arrangements for opening a week sooner after the New Year. — I am, &c, 
School Committeeman. 
20th December 1898 BLENHEIM. The Committee asked for a cupboard for the school 
library; also that the spouting and down pipe round the schools be attended to. The Works 
Committee was authorised to attend to both matters. The Headmaster recommended that 



Misses Barnett and Harris be appointed pupil teachers in the Boys' School for a further term; 
and that Miss Girling be appointed pupil teacher in place of Miss Gribb. — These 
appointments were made. 

1899 
1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Sturrock David A D1 Head Master  £    264.30  

1899 123 Blenheim Girls Douslin Eugenie M D3 Head Female  £    187.15  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Simson Charles E2 Assistant Master  £    140.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Brown Mary M  D2 Assistant Female  £    110.00  

1899 123 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary D2 Assistant Female  £       85.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Wanden Elizabeth  E3 Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Harris Annie Maud 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Farmar Clara S 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Bull Edith Linda 
 

Female Probationer £       24;00 

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Brennan Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Girling E M 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1899 123 Blenheim Girls Healy Ann 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1899 123 Blenheim Girls Litchfield Alice 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1899 123 Blenheim Girls Macalister May 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1899 293 Blenheim Boys  Macey Nellie 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  
6th January 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting was held last night, there being present: Messrs. Shaw (chairman), 
Ching, Scott, Norgrove, James, Purser, Macey, and Browne.  
It was resolved that the action of the Chairman in closing the schools one week earlier for the 
holidays, on the recommendation of the head teachers, be confirmed. The Head Mistress 
reported that the results of the drawing examination held under the auspices of the Wellington 
Technical School, were— 38 freehand passes, 6 model and 5 scale. Sixty candidates were 
presented.  
Mr.  J. Smith. Inspector of Schools forwarded interim examination reports on the Blenheim 
boys' and Girls' schools, which were examined towards the end of November. These reports' 
contained figures relating to the pass-subjects, as follows: —  
Boys' School.  
Standard Presented Present Passed 
X 4   
VI 27 27 17 
V 24 24 20 
IV 47 46 39 
III 38 36 32 
II 38 38 37 
I 62 61 60 
Primers 164   
Total 404 232 205 

 
 
Girl’s' School.  
Standard Presented Present Passed 
X 14   
VI 23 23 19 



V 20 18 18 
IV 44 39 26 
III 34 30 28 
II 33 33 32 
I    
Primers    
Total 168 143 123 
 
A member of the Committee estimated the percentage of passes (based  on the roll number) 
as follows:—Boys' school.— Standard 6, 73 per cent ; Standard 5, 84 ; Standard 4, 86 ; 
Standard 3, 88 ; Standard 2, 97; Standard 1; 99. 
Girls' school. —Standard 6, 76 per cent ; Standard 5, 90 ; Standard 4, 61; Standard 3, 86 ; 
Standard 2, 97.  
It was decided to ask for information as to certain standards. 
 Mr. Purser moved "That the Education Board be requested to rescind the appointment of 
Misses Barnett and Harris as pupil teachers for another year made at their last meeting, on the 
ground that such is not in accordance with the Education Act and is the means of stopping the 
progress of probationers; and that the Board call for applications for the position lately held 
by Mr. Robinson as male assistant. — This motion was carried. 
10th January 1899 The Works Committee was authorised to expend not more than £2 in 
gravelling, on the Borough school grounds 

BLENHEIM. The Committee wrote asking the Board to rescind the appointments of Misses 
Harris and Barnett as pupil teachers for another year, on the grounds that they were not in 
accordance with the Act and stopped the progress of the probationers; also requesting that the 
previous arrangement be resorted to and a male assistant teacher be appointed vice Mr. 
Robinson. 
The Inspector said he saw nothing in the Act against the Board's action. 
Some members expressed the opinion that, generally speaking, two female teachers served 
the interests of a school better than one male teacher. 
It was resolved to ask the Committee to point out where the Board had acted in contravention 
of the Act, and to state their reasons for asking the Board to alter their decision. 
The Registrar - General wrote stating that he could- not accede to the Board's request that the 
Truant Inspector be allowed to examine the birth register without payment of fees. It was 
decided to forward the letter to the School Committee 
 
NB There is a lot of information on the new High School in Papers Past. I have not copied 
this unless it had a consequence on the running of The Blenheim Primary Schools 
 

8th February 1899 At the meeting of the Blenheim School Committee, to be held to-morrow, 
the High School question will be considered. As the Education Board proposed to attach the 
High School to the Borough Schools, it is necessary to obtain the acquiescence of the 
Committee, 
10th February 1899 Last evening the monthly meeting of the Borough School Committee was 
held, there being present Messrs. Shaw (chairman), Purser, Norgrove, Ching, Birch, James, 
Scott, and Macey. The Head Master reported that the average attendance at the Boys' School 
during the month was 309.4, the roll number being 372. The Head Mistress reported that the- 
average attendance at the Girls School during the month was 141.6, the roll number being 
181. The Secretary of the Education < Board wrote asking the Committee ho point out in 
what way the Board had contravened the Act in reappointing Misses Barnett and Harris,- 



pupil teachers, as assistants in the Boys School, and asking the Committee's reasons for 
requesting  that one male assistant teacher be appointed instead of two fourth year female 
pupil teachers. The Visiting Committee reported that they had given this matter 
consideration, and had come to the conclusion that the Board had acted wisely. After 
discussion it was resolved to reply to the Board that the member ; (Mr. Purser) who moved 
the resolution forwarded to the Board had in view clause 35 of the regulation, stating that not 
more than two probationers shall be appointed every year ; and that in the first place the 
Board were of the opinion that a certified male assistant would best serve the interests of the 
school, but, after hearing the report of the Visiting Committee, they thought the interests of 
the school would be served by the retention of Misses Barnett and Harris. The Head Mistress, 
in reply to the Committee's letter, reported as to the fourth standard, and the Head Master as 
to the sixth standard. The Visiting Committee said that progress of the girls' school was a 
great credit to Miss Douslin. They also gave an explanation with regard to the fourth standard 
which bore out the Head Mistress's report. The present teacher of the third standard had done 
excellent work, and, consequently, an improvement might be expected in the IV standard. It 
was resolved that no action be taken with regard to the Girls' IV. Standard; and that the Head 
Master be asked for further grounds for the results of the Boys' VI. Standard in the last 
examination. As recommended by the Head Master, it was decided to advise the Board to 
appoint Miss Girling, who had matriculated, second class pupil teacher, and Miss N. Macey 
pupil teacher. Messrs. Carter, Purser, and Redwood were nominated for the vacancies on the 
Education Board. A request from the Head Master re the spouting of the verandah was 
ordered to be sent to the Board. Messrs. Norgrove and Ching were (appointed the Visiting 
Committee for the ensuing month. 
13th February 1899 In informing the Blenheim School Committee that he could not accede to 
their request that the Truant Officer be allowed access to the birth registers without payment 
of the usual fee, the Registrar -General pointed out that there were obvious reasons why, the 
registers should not be thrown open for general inspection in this manner. There were many 
entries on the birth registers that were not intended to be public property. 
14th February 1899 BLENHEIM. The Committee asked that the spouting of the school 
verandah be repaired. — Matter left in hands of Works Committee. The Committee replied, 
in terms of the resolution passed at its last meeting, to the Board's letter as to the appointment 
of Misses Barnett and Harris. In accordance with the Committee’s request, the appointments 
of Miss Girling, as second-class pupil teacher, and Miss N. Macey as pupil teacher, were 
agreed to 
15th February 1899 THE DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING IT. A further step was taken by the Education Board 
yesterday in the matter of establishing the district High School, for which purpose Parliament 
made c vote of £400 last session. The following letter was received from Mr. Gibbes, 
Assistant-Secretary to Department of Education :—I have the honor by direction of the 
Minister of Education to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th ult., in which you 
say that the Board and the School Commissioners have decided to expend the vote of £400 ' 
in providing suitable accommodation  tor carrying on the High School.' his statement is 
further explained by a letter from the Commissioners, dated 81st December last, which says 
that 'it is proposed, as a first step to enlarge the present school buildings at Blenheim to 
provide accommodation for the scholars expected to attend the school. The Minister assumed 
that the proposal involves the establishment of a District High School under Section 55 of the 
Act but, if this is so, the Board appears to have overlooked the fact that certain preliminaries 
have to be settled before such a school can be legally constituted. At present the intention is 
that the vote referred to in this correspondence shall be an annual one, but I am to point out 
that the Government is not in a position to give any absolute assurance with regard to the 



expenditure that is dependent upon annual appropriation by the Legislature." It was stated 
that the "preliminaries" mentioned meant the obtaining of the sanction of the Blenheim 
School Committee, and this had been received in the meantime. A letter was received from 
the Blenheim School Committee in terms of Section 55, sanctioning the conversion of the 
school into, and the establishment of the same, as a District High School. With regards to the 
explanation that the Government could not give an absolute assurance as to the permanency 
of the vote, it was pointed out that such an assurance could hardly be expected. A report was 
received from the Board's High School Committee, containing the following 
recommendations : — (1) That pending the passing of an Act, similar to the " Greymouth 
High School Act, 1888," and other Acts of a like nature for the establishment of a Board of 
Governors, and a High School in Blenheim, recourse be had to the machinery provided in 
section 55 of the  Education Act, 1877," and the present Boys' school be converted into and 
established as a District High School; (2) That the Board's architect be instructed to prepare 
plans and specifications for the accommodation of the additional scholars likely to attend 
such High school, with the necessary class rooms, and submit the same to the Board ; (3) 
That the Government be asked to allow the first annual grant of £400 to be devoted towards 
the erection of such additions to the present Boys' school as will permit of the work of such 
proposed High school being efficiently carried on ; [4) That if the Government agree to ;his 
proposal, the erection of such addition be proceeded with at once ; [5) That the Government 
receive the Board's assurance that the High school will be established and be prepared to 
receive pupils- about the 31st day of March; (6) That the present teaching staff of the Boys' 
School be engaged in the meantime as the staff of the proposed High school, and on the same 
terms as they are at present engaged. As a member of the Committee, Mr. McCallum 
explained that for the time being they could manage the High School with the present staff, 
and avoid such trouble as had arisen at Westport. At Westport the whole of the staff was 
dismissed and reorganised; and now the former Head Master was petitioning the Government 
for redress of hardships inflicted upon him-. Here the present staff would suffice, and later 
on, if there was inducement, a University graduate would be engaged to assist the present 
staff and teach the higher subjects; and things would fall into their places gradually. He 
pointed out that if the Board did not take active steps in the matter at once and get the £400 
off the Estimates before the 31st March, the end of the financial year, the vote would lapse. 
Boys and girls would be admitted to the institution who had arrived at a certain stage of 
education. Mr. Carter explained that the Committee proposed that another wing should be 
added to the Infant School on the lines of the design originally framed. The present building 
cost about £600, and it was estimated that the Board would be able to add the wing and 
furnish it for a High School for an amount within the £400. The Secretary stated the School 
Commissioners, who would receive the money, had made several applications for the grant, 
but the replies were generally in the form of a question as to what was being done in the 
matter. A later telegram from the Department to the Commissioners, in reply to a request, 
stated that the Minister saw no reason why the £400 should not be used for a District High 
School, provided that the necessary sanction be obtained. The following resolutions were 
passed: — That the Committee's report be adopted, and that upon the Minister's formal 
sanction being obtained the Boys' School be converted into the High School; that a copy of 
the resolutions be forwarded to Mr. C. H. Mills, M.H.R., at Wellington, and that he be asked 
to interview the Minister and urge him to have the money paid over at once for the purpose of 
proceeding with the building. That Mr. Mills be asked to urge the Minister to give his express 
sanction to the constitution of the High School with as little delay as possible. That the 
Board's Committee be authorised to instruct the architect to draw up plans and specifications 
for the next meeting of the Board. That the Board's Committee consider the question of fees 
and other matters, and report to the Board. On the motion of Mr. Duncan, the Secretary was 



instructed to thank the Blenheim School Committee for the sanction it had conveyed to the 
Board. Mr. Duncan said that this was the first instance of a School Committee showing an 
active interest in the secondary education movement, and it came as a great pleasure, to the 
Board to receive such a communication. 
20th February 1890 On Saturday the pupils of the Blenheim Girls' School were taken by Miss 
Douslin, the Head Mistress, to Waikakaho, where they enjoyed a picnic. The drags returned 
to town early in the evening, and the cheering that was heard in Market Place at about eight 
o’clock was indicative of a pleasurable outing 
2nd March 1899 Inspector’s report included. After speaking o? the improvement in the fourth 
standard of the Blenheim Girls' School, which standard has been weak in the past, Mr. Smith 
says the order and discipline of the school have also greatly improved during the past year, 
and if properly supported by her assistants, be believes Miss Douslin will effect still greater 
improvement before the next examination 
10th March 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting was held last night, all the members — Messrs. Shaw (chair), Birch, 
Purser, Ching, Norgrove, Macey Browne, James, and Scott— being present. The Head-
mistress reported that the average attendance at the Girls' School last month was 141.28, the 
roll number being 181. The Headmaster reported that the roll number of the Boys' School last 
month was 378, the strict average attendance 298.6, and the working average 308.3. The 
following were the numbers of scholars on the roll for the past four quarters: — 3lst March, 
416; 30th June, 397; 30th September, 391; 31st December, 357. The drop in the December 
quarter was explained by the fact that a large proportion of boys who have passed the upper 
standards found employment, and the Girls' School receives all who have passed the first 
standard. It took some little time to recover the loss, and by the end of March these losses 
should be made np. The Head Master's report continued as follows : — " Supervision at 
recess.— It seems to me that fault finding is inbred in a great many, and that faults are often 
found where there is no foundation for them. The scholars in the boys' school are well 
supervised, always one teacher being in the play-ground, while at one o'clock or shortly after 
there are always two or more present. During the play hour the whole staff is more or less 
engaged watching what is going on, and, if bad language be used, it must take place after 
school hours. I am pleased to inform the Committee that both pupil teachers who sat for their 
class E examination have received special mention for their excellence in arithmetic This 
hardly coincides with our Inspector's opinion of the ability of our pupil teachers in this 
important subject. Last month I gave my reasons for the result in the sixth standard, but your 
Committee wish something more tangible to go on. I mentioned in my letter that the 
questions, on one or more subjects were not suitable for the, instruction given, and hence the 
result. It seems strange that the sixth standard in all the more important schools came to grief 
and in the same subjects too. A clear and, definite line is laid down for the requirements of 
the Various standards, and the questions set for pass marks should be within that limit, If 
questions are set outside the mark, it is not the teachers' fault but his misfortune, I have 
reported fully to Messrs. Shaw and Norgrove verbally. I have to thank the Committee for 
their uniform courtesy and kindness to my staff and myself." The question of examination 
results was considered in Committee, and, after a lengthy discussion, it was resolved "That 
the Committee having received the headmaster's report and given it the fullest consideration, 
hones that the two standards under him will show substantial improvement in the next 
examination." A letter was received from a parent complaining of his child being “knocked 
about" by a pupil teacher in the girls' school, and of pencils, sewing material, etc., being taken 
from the child and not returned. The Headmistress, to whom the complaint had been referred, 
wrote saying that there had been no such treatment of children, any punishment by pupil 
teachers other than detention in school being contrary to her orders. She had always found the 



pupil teacher patient and conscientious. The teachers did not take pencils from the children, 
and a child was responsible for the loss of its sewing material if this were not kept in a box. A 
lengthy discussion took place, and finally it was resolved—" That the Committee had 
evidence that severe corporal punishment had been administered by the pupil teacher, and 
would draw the attention of the Head Mistress to the duty of preventing a continuance of such 
practice, and to the fact that the Committee had already passed a resolution prohibiting pupil 
teachers from giving corporal punishment," In accordance with the request of the Chairman, 
the Head Master and Head Mistress forwarded the names 
of children who had left the school ' since September last with their destinations as far as 
could be ascertained. The Chairman remarked that there had been a big increase in the 
attendance at the Springlands school. It was remarked that less than half-a-dozen children 
were set down on the lists as having changed to the Springlands school. It was pointed out 
that a number of children were shown to have left school out of low standards. A suggestion 
was made that the Truant Officer's attention be directed to this fact. With regard to the 
supervision of the school boys during recess, it was resolved to intimate that the resolution 
passed by the Committee recently must be carried out. Mr. R. D. Nosworthy was appointed 
auditor of the Committee's accounts, and the remuneration was fixed at one guinea. Messrs. 
Ching and Birch were appointed Visiting Committee for the ensuing month. Some small 
repairs were authorised, accounts passed for payment, and other, formal business transacted. 
11th March 1899 The "High School Committee" submitted a report. They recommended that 
pupils (boys and girls) be admitted to the High School on showing that they have passed the 
4th standard or on satisfying the Inspector that they have been educated up to that point; that 
the fees be fixed at £8 a quarter, with a 25 per cent reduction in the case of a number from 
one family attending ; that applications for the position of master, at £800 a year, be invited 
throughout the colony. These recommendations were adopted together with another one 
setting forth subjects to be taught as follows : — English language and literature, Latin, 
classics, French, and other modern languages, mathematics, and such branches of science as 
may be desirable. Mr. Carter said that Mr. Huddlestone had accepted the position of architect 
to the Board, and would go on with the work of erecting the accommodation to be attached to 
the Blenheim Boys' School for the purposes of the High School as quickly as possible. Plans 
of the new High School, prepared by Huddleston, were laid before the Board. The matter of 
building was left in the hands of the Works Committee, who is to obtain an estimate of cost 
from the architect, and (if authority is obtained, to expand the £400 granted) to call for 
tenders. It was decided to hold a special meeting this day fortnight at 10 80 a.m. to further 
consider the question. 
13th March 1899 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — According to your report, the School Committee 
are intensely dissatisfied with the work performed in the upper standards of the Blenheim 
Boys' School. The resolution passed, however, was rather milkend - watery. The Committee 
hoped for a substantial improvement at the next examination. I think, Sir, it was their duty to 
insist on a substantial improvement. "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick," and parents have 
long been " hoping" for an improvement which never takes place, but, on the other hand, 
deterioration goes on from year to year, with apparently no prospect of amendment, It is now 
just about five years since the death of Mr. J. P. Lucas, and who is there amongst us who will 
say that the school stands anywhere near the high standard of efficiency attained under his 
tutelage. How do we stand in the matter of scholarships? Such a thing as a Blenheim boy 
winning a scholarship is hardly ever known in these degenerate days. Why, sir, is it not a case 
that at the late scholarship examination held in December last, the best Blenheim boy held the 
not very creditable position of fifteenth on the list with 285 marks out of a possible 740 ; the 
highest candidate securing 621, or more than double the Blenheim boy's tally. The failure 
does not only apply to a breakdown in one or two subjects, bat is downright bad al) through 



the piece — in spelling and dictation not a single mark being secured. Now, Sir, the people of 
Blenheim have a right to expect something better than this. The staff is well paid, and if 
certificates go for anything, is fully competent. The Education Board do not trouble if the 
Committee are apparently satisfied and make no complaint. The parents look to the School 
Committee to maintain the schools at as high a standard of efficiency as possible. It is all very 
well talking about  establishing a High school, but I say let us insist on doing well the work 
we have in hand at present A smattering of science, physiology, and mathematics is of very 
little use to a scholar who could not score half-marks in geography, spelling, grammar, or 
'arithmetic. I say again, the Committee ought to insist on better work being done. If they fail 
to do this, then they are lacking in their duty to the householders. In conclusion, Sir. I would 
like to ask is it not a fact the it during the past IS months there has been a considerable 
accession of population in the Borough of Blenheim, hardly an empty house being now 
obtainable, whereas last year there were 70 or 80. There must be more children in the place 
and yet the head master reports a decrease of 70 pupils. On the other hand Springlands and 
Grovetown Schools show a very considerable increase of scholars. Everybody says what is 
our loss is their gain. Evidently there is a screw loose somewhere, and parents look to the 
Committee to bring about a better state of affairs. — I am, etc., Parent. 
 
16th March 1899 THE BOYS' SCHOOL. 
TO THE EDITOR. Sir,— During the  past week we have been edified by remarks from 
'"Parent." etc., on the results of the Boys' School When sweeping assertions are made they 
should be born  out by fact, etc. " Parent," in last night's paper, only proves his ignorance of 
the facts. He shows want of true feeling by referring to the late headmaster, and want of 
gentlemanly instinct by making comparisons. From the tone of the letter one would infer that 
for some time no scholarships had been won by the boys; but from inquiries I find that the 
Record Reign is held by a boy at present at the Nelson College, and even as late as the 
present year one of the boys came 13th to a competition with the best scholars from 
Wellington, Wanganui, Marlborough, Nelson and Westland provinces. The number of 
candidates, I believe, was considerably over a hundred. He forgets that many boys try for 
scholarships who have not the slightest hope of success, and are put in to please the parent, 
who fancies his boy a genius. “The school has degenerated and has gone from bad to worse." 
I am again sorry for " Parent's" ignorance Ninety per cent of passes during four years (when 
compared with other schools) is not bad work, and even with the poor results of the sixth 
standard this year, the boys' school has beaten the girls Examine Table 1, of the Inspector's 
report and what do you find ? Out of 101 scholars presented 27 or more than one fourth of the 
girls' school has been in the same standard two years. These 27 scholars ought to have been 
euro passes, and that leaves 74 to take their standard examination for the first time. What 
does that table show? Nineteen failed to pass Does that show a brilliant result? Does it 
warrant the butter that has been so thickly laid on? One would fancy that the heavens have 
opened, and that a little silken thread has lowered the present mistress to redeem the fallen 
prestige of the, until lately, much written up girls school. Tables of figures require careful 
looking into, “Parent," and you have spoken without your book. Again take the class and 
additional subjects. What do you find? The boys have beaten the girls by 10 on the average, 
and ovary subject was attempted. Drill, which takes up a good deal of time, was not 
attempted by the girls, and at the annual drawing examination held by outside examiners, the 
boys came out on op. At the present time we find the upper girls at work at 8.30 in the 
morning, and before long we shall have a repetition of what took place last year, keeping in 
will be the order of the day, children's school life made miserable instead of happy, and the 
seeds of future disease sown. Scientists have said that children of 13 should not have their 
mind taxed toe more than five hours daily, and if to gain a scholarship, the mind has to be 



exercised for seven, it is far better to lose the prize, and have a sound mind in a sound body. 
Some teachers have no knowledge of the science of mind, and the sooner they devote a six 
months' study of its growth through the periods of attuition, perception, conception, and 
boyhood, which is reckoned from 15 to 18 years of age, the better for themselves and the 
future of their scholars. Another feature that struck one was the difference in the age of the 
sixth standard boys and girls. The average age of the girls was 14 years six months, whilst the 
boys only show 13 years three months. Why this great difference in the ages? One would 
fancy in a district like ours the ages would be on, or nearly, a par. Seeing the wonderful 
knowledge that "Parent" has diffused, he might give his valuable counsel on that point. Bah! 
"Parent," study nature, and before you attempt to belittle a teacher in the eyes of his pupils be 
sure of your ground, and not make wild and rash assertions. — I am, &c., Sensex. Blenheim, 
14th March 
20th March 1899 THE EDITOR. Sir,—Your correspondent " Senex" is very artful in the 
wording of his letter. The writer, however, is not very ingenuous, in as much as he uses my 
letter as a peg to hang an attack on the work performed by the Head Mistress of the Girls' 
School. -Why he should do this I am at a loss to understand. Throughout the whole of my 
letter there is no mention of the Girls' School nor its mistress— not even an inference ; yet 
"Senex" takes up almost the whole of his effusion in making a covert attack on the work 
performed in that department of the Borough Schools. Why he should do so I am at a loss to 
understand. It does not make his case any stronger to pick holes in someone else’s coat. 
“Senex," though aiming at a reply to my letter, has not done so. It is poor argument to 
endeavor to make a bad case good by proving another party to be no better. The remark about 
the Record Reign scholarship being won by a Blenheim boy in 1897 has nothing to do with 
the remarks I made about the recent scholarship examinations. The best Blenheim boy on the 
last occasion was 15th on a list of 18 candidates, and his age was 14 years and eight months, 
as against 14 years and seven months of the girl who won the Record Reign scholarship this 
year, the winner flooring 687 as against the 285 of the 15th boy. “Senex" might endeavor to 
explain away this awkward fact. Then, with regard to the position of the Boys' School in 
arithmetic, I find that 188 were presented and 87 passed ; in composition 188 presented and 
85 passed ; in geography 188 were presented and 82 passed. Is the position of the school in 
these important subjects satisfactory? I hardly think it is. Of course reading, writing, and 
spelling is not so bad, but I think we have a right to expect something better than 65 per cent, 
of passes in three important subjects such as I have mentioned. Then, with regard to the work 
of the sixth standard (which ought to be under the head master's immediate supervision) can 
it be called satisfactory when out of 27 scholars presented 11 fail to pass? " Senex" truthfully 
remarks that figures need careful looking into, but not with the idea of making invidious 
comparisons between the Boys' and Girls' Schools, and endeavoring to obscure the real issue 
that has been raised ; that is not argument. The whole contention of “Senex" is to try and 
prove that the Girls' School is no better than the Boys. This may or may not be true; l is not 
going to argue that point just now, but I say again, that the Blenheim Boys' School has 
degenerated and the last Inspector's report goes to prove the truth of this contention. — I am, 
etc., Parent. Blenheim, March 17, 1899. 
22nd March 1899 THE EDITOR. Sir,— l am sorry to have to write to the public of Blenheim 
about ''Parent," who is wasting precious time throwing stones at the Head Master of the Boys' 
School. "Parent" seems to think that the best boy went in for the Marlborough Scholarship. •• 
Parent" is evidently wrong in his letter. The boy who went in for the Marlborough 
Scholarship was not the best boy in the school, as he only passed fourth to top. The boy who 
did come top in the sixth standard went in for the Victoria Scholarship and came out 
exceedingly well, considering the scholarship was open to the Marlborough, Nelson, 
Westland, Taranaki, and Hawke's Bay scholars. I myself think he did remarkably well, as he 



came out eleventh out of 144 presented. As I said before, "Parent" is wasting precious time in 
writing such trash. —I am, etc., Interested 
27th March 1899 THB HIGH SCHOOL. Tenders for the erection of the addition to the Infant 
School for the purposes of the High School were received. They were held over for the time 
being, the Works Committee being empowered to accept the lowest tender on the receipt of a 
satisfactory, answer from the Minister for Education. The Secretary read a telegram from Sir 
E. O. Gibbes, stating that the Minister would send a reply respecting the High School next 
week. Three parents wrote applying to have their sons admitted to the proposed High School, 
one of them conditionally on the scholarships being open to students of the High School It 
was resolved that students at the High School be not eligible for the Board's scholarship. It 
was resolved that the Railway Department be requested to grant the same privilege to 
students from the country that is at present accorded to children attending the Catholic 
schools in Blenheim.  
BLENHEIM. Mr. R. D. Nosworthy was appointed auditor of the Blenheim School 
Committee's accounts for the year ending March 31st, 1899 
1st April 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
THE HIGH SCHOOL. A special meeting of the Borough School Committee was held on 
Thursday night, there being present — Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), Purser, Norgrove, Browne, 
James, Macey, Birch and Ching. The Chairman said the meeting had been convened to 
consider a communication from the Education Board with reference to the proposed High 
School. The letter from the Secretary of the Education Board acquainted the Committee with 
the Board's proposals in regard to the High School. It was proposed to invite applications for 
the position of an assistant master, such teacher, who must be a University graduate, to take 
charge of the High School classes. The Headmaster would have sole control of the schools. 
As it was important to secure the first annual Parliament grant £400, which, if not expended 
or contracted before the 31st March, would lapse, it was proposed to add a wing to the Infant 
School, and to carry on the High School in the meantime with the present staff. After 
explaining the other arrangements made by the Board, the letter hoped that the proposals 
would be satisfactory to the Committee. Mr. Purser said this was perhaps the most important 
matter the Committee had been called upon to deal with during many years, and they would 
have to use every care to do justice to the district and parents. He pointed out that the Board 
had to appoint a master for the High School who would hold higher certificates than those 
held by local teachers, and that sooner or later the question of readjusting the staff would 
have to be settled. He took it that the feeling of the meeting was that the sooner the question 
was settled the better; and he presumed that the precedents adopted in other places would be 
followed out here and the Committee would recommend that the Board ask the whole staff to 
resign, with a view to the necessary readjustment, Subject to their recommendations 
reappointments could be made. The duty that fell upon the Committee was not of the most 
pleasant kind, but this was the best way out of the difficulty. He went on to say there was a 
feeling among the Committee that changes were desirable in two cases at the school, and this 
would be a good opportunity of effecting: them. He also thought that the Headmaster's 
residence would be inducement to a capable teacher for the High School. Mr. Macey 
understood that the initiative would have to come from the Committee, if alterations were to 
be effected. He was not satisfied with present conditions. Mr. Browne said that in all previous 
cases where alterations had been effected in the teaching staff, the Committee had to make 
the first move. The Committee should not shirk its duty. Other members spoke in favor of 
Mr. Purser's proposals. There was considerable discussion, and ultimately it was resolved, on 
the motion of Mr. Purser, as follows: — “That the Committee is of the opinion that the Board 
should take early steps to make the appointment of the master of the High School, who shall 
also hold the position of Headmaster of the Boys' School. We are also of opinion that the 



master of the High School should, in addition to receiving the rate of salary proposed (£300 a 
year), have the use of the master's house; and that the Board follow other precedents by 
calling upon the whole of the present staff of the Boys' and Girls' School to resign, having in 
view reappointments as may be recommended' by the Committee." Mr. Macey thought the 
proposal would meet with the hearty satisfaction of the householders. The Chairman was 
authorised to write a letter to the Board, in conjunction with Messrs. Purser and Macey, 
explaining the views of the Committee. 
1st April 1899 A statement of accounts presented to the meeting on Thursday night shows that 
the receipts of the Blenheim School Committee during the year amounted to £123 19s 6d, and 
the expenditure to £108 10s, leaving a balance at the end of this month of £15 15s 6d. The 
Committee has one more meeting before the 24th of April, when, as notified in our 
advertising columns, the elections will be held. 
6th April 1899 It is probable that the Education Board will hold a special meeting this week to 
consider the High School question. The position now is that the School Committee have 
passed a resolution asking the Board to dismiss the whole of the present teaching staff of the 
Boys' and Girls' Schools with a view of reorganisation and the appointment of the prospective 
teacher  of the High School (who must be a University graduate) as headmaster of the Boys' 
School. This course was followed recently in the case of the establishment of a High School 
at Westport 
7th April 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting was held last evening. Present: — Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), Macey, 
Norgrove, Birch, Scott, Browne, and James.  
THE HIGH SCHOOL. The Chairman read a copy of the letter that he, with Messrs. Purser 
and Macey, was authorised, at the recent special meeting, to draw up and send to the Board to 
acquaint that body with the views of the Committee regarding the establishment of a High 
School. The letter conveyed the resolution unanimously passed by the Committee, and 
explained that the Committee wished the Board to cancel the advertisement calling for 
applications for an assistant teacher (to take charge of the High School) and to give effect to 
the above mentioned resolution, which expressed the opinion that the master of the High 
School should also be Head Master of the boys' school, and that, with a view to the 
reorganisation, the present teaching staffs of the boys’ and girls' schools should be asked to 
resign. It was trusted that the Board would reconsider their own resolution, as the Committee 
were confident that the course they suggested was absolutely necessary to the welfare of the 
school.  
This letter received the approval of the Committee 
It was stated that the Board' would fully, consider the whole question at the meeting to be 
held next Tuesday 
GENERAL: The Head Master reported that the average attendance at the boys' school last 
month was 311.9, the roll number being 372.  
The Secretary of the Education Board notified the forthcoming election of Committees on 
April 24th.  
The abstract of accounts of the year ending March 81st was as follows:—Credit balance in 
April, 1898, £14 18s 10d ; grants by Board for incidental purposes, £101 9s 6d; other 
receipts— payment of Truant Officer by Springlands Committee, £1 5s; rent of room in 
infants school from Miss Browne, 2s 6d; sale of surplus coal, £6 3s 8d ; total receipts, £128 
19s 6d. Expenditure: —Cleaning schools and outbuildings, £64 10s; fuel for schools, £22 
15s; repairs to buildings, fences, and furniture, £4 3s 6d:  printing, 12s; Truant Officer, £8 
15s; audit, £1 1s supervising at drawing examinations, £1 10s; Secretary's salary, £5; 
sundries, £2 11s 6d; Credit balance, £15 15s 5d.  



FUTURE COMMITTEE. The Chairman, and Messrs. Scott and Purser were appointed to 
draw up the usual report for the householders. The Chairman suggested that, taking into 
consideration the circumstance under which the, present term of office was ending, it -would 
be only proper that the whole of the Committee should again offer their services, to the 
householders. He referred to the uncompleted process oi establishing the High School and the 
proposal as to, the reorganisation of the teaching staff. He had heard that very strong 
opposition would be offered to the present Committee. A. member remarked that the present 
position of school affairs was of a critical kind, and that uncompleted work would be carried 
on to the next year. In the course of discussion the members present signified their 
willingness to seek election. It was decided to meet at 7 o'clock as usual on April 24th to 
prepare for the householders meeting. 
7th April 1899 SCHOOL COMMITTEE AND TIMES PROPRIETOR. 
At the last two or three meetings of the Borough School Committee an account from the 
proprietor of the Marlborough Daily Times has made its appearance. The amount of the 
account was 6s, and the charge was for the insertion in the Times of an advertisement relating 
to school holidays. Last night the committee received from Mr. S J Furness, proprietor of the 
Times, the following letter: — " I understand (though the Committee has not had the courtesy 
to inform me officially that such is the case) that the Committee decline to pay the enclosed 
account, or rather that the Chairman declines to put the account to the vote, on the ground 
that he gave no authority to insert the advertisement for which payment is asked, and that the 
amount is therefore wrongfully charged As it becomes a matter of veracity, I feel sorry to 
have to call into question the word and honor of the Chairman of such an important body as 
the Blenheim School Committee. I say emphatically and distinctly that the advertisement was 
fairly and squarely ordered for insertion in the Marlborough Daily Times, and the amount is 
not improperly claimed, and challenge the Chairman to go before the S.M. and prove to the 
contrary.  
So far as any advertisements inserted In the Times are concerned it might be well to draw the 
Committee's attention to the fact that the Times, prior ,to the advent of the present Chairman, 
had standing verbal instructions to insert any advertisements relating to the schools appearing 
in the Express by authority of the Committee. This- has been done for years both by the 
former and the present proprietary, and has not until now been questioned or objected to.  
 
"I take it as a piece of impertinence on the part of the Chairman to assume that the Times has 
an indifferent circulation, and is therefore not entitled to the Committee's advertisements. The 
Times claims to have among its subscribers a great many parents who are sending their 
children to the Borough Schools,, and they are as fully entitled to scan the Committee's public 
announcements as are the parents subscribing to other papers. Moreover, the Times gives full 
and impartial reports of the Committee's proceedings, and on that ground also is fairly 
entitled to participate in what advertising business the Committee has to dispense.  
“I put the position to the Committee straight. The advertisement in question was properly 
inserted and the amount charged is fairly claimed, and I do not intend to allow your 
Chairman—who, in his opposition, I am afraid, is actuated by, personal and vindictive 
motives, — to prevent me securing my just rights.  
“The Committee will please understand that if the account, as enclosed, is not paid by noon 
of to-morrow, legal proceedings will be taken for the recovery of the amount."  
The Chairman said he was sorry Mr. Furness had taken upon himself to make such charges. 
He had not declined at any meeting to put the account before the Committee; members would 
bear him out in that statement. What he told them was that the advertisement was never 
ordered. If any member had asked him to place the account before him he would have done 
so, and would do so now. The instructions to Mr. Furness were to put the advertisement in the 



Express, and afterwards they got a bill for an insertion in the Times also. If the Committee 
felt disposed to pay he did not mind at all. He was not opposed to Mr. Furness in any way. 
The position he took up was that the Committee had quite enough to pay without paying for 
what was not ordered. Mr. Scott moved that the account be paid. The Chairman said that the 
last newspaper advertisement was inserted only in the Express. (The present account referred 
to a previous advertisement.) Mr. Browne said that the Chairman gave distinct instructions 
about the last advertisement. Mr. Scott said he would add to his motion that no account for 
advertisements be acknowledged unless such advertisement be ordered in writing. Future 
Committees might take the hint, 
Mr. Birch said it was a minor matter, although a principle might be involved. At all events, 
the advertisement did appear in the Times, and rather than have trouble ne would agree to 
payment. Mr. Browne said it was a well-known rule amongst newspapers that the number of 
insertions, the name of the paper (in fact all instructions) should appear on the face of the 
advertisement, Mr. James thought the Committee had better, pay the account. Mr. Macey said 
it had been the rule in the past to advertise in both papers, and he supposed that this had been 
followed in this case as a matter of course.  
Mr. Browne said that if an advertisement was left on the table in the newspaper office at night 
time, it was, presumably, taken for granted that it was to go in the morning paper, unless the 
instructions were to the contrary,  
Mr. Macey understood that the instructions in this case were that the advertisement was to go 
only in the Express.  
The Chairman said that there was no good in Mr. Furness beating about the bush. At the time 
the advertisement appeared, no one was on better terms than Mr. Furness and himself; and he 
gave it to be distinctly understood that it was to go in the Express only. For Mr. Furness to 
say that he was opposed to him was ridiculous.  
Mr. Browne said that the remarks made by the Chairman as to insertion in one paper' only 
was, he remembered, made at the last meeting in exactly the same words. After the last 
meeting be did not forget them, and, as the advertisement had passed through his hands as 
foreman of the Express, and remembering having seen instructions to the contrary, he took 
the trouble to look it up on the file. He found distinct instructions on the face of the 
advertisement to insert it in both papers. He had brought the advertisement to this meeting, 
and had it with him. He had not intended to use it, but, hearing the Chairman repeat his words 
as to insertion, in one paper only, he thought it best to produce it.  
The Chairman asked to see the advertisement. He was quite prepared to admit he was in error 
if shown that he was.  
Mr. Browne produced the advertisement, and. pointed out that it had instructions in the 
Chairman's writing for insertion in both papers. Those instructions had been carried out 
literally.  
Mr. Scott said that no doubt there had been an oversight.  
Mr. Browne said it was not an oversight on the newspaper's part.  
The Chairman said that was quite so. He was quite ready to admit he was in the wrong when 
proved so. It had been moved and seconded that the account be passed for payment.  
This motion was carried, and the discussion ended. 
10th April 1899 School Attendance. — Three parents were charged on Saturday before Mr. J. 
Allen. S.M., with neglecting to send their children to school as required by the “School 
Attendance Act, 1894." Claude Ball and Hannah Spiers did not appear. Miss Douslin and Mr. 
Sturrock, headmistress and headmaster respectively, proved the non-attendance of the 
children. W. J. IMr.ie was charged with neglecting to send his son to school the required 
number of attendances for the week ending March 24th; Mr. Sturrock proved the non-
attendance by the school register. Defendant said his boy was going to the Convent School, 



and only went to school to get his books. He sent two notes to the school saying his boy had 
been taken away from the school, His Worship said there seemed a doubt about the matter; 
notice should certainly be given the school authorities. However, be dismissed the case. C. 
Ball was fined 2s and Mrs. Speirs 4s for two children who had not made the required number 
of attendances, 
12th April 1899 HIGH SCHOOL PROPOSAL. 
THE COMMITTEES REQUEST SHELVED. The question of the appointment of a master 
for the district High School, about to be established here, was fully discussed at the meeting 
of the Education Board yesterday. This discussion was evoked by a letter received from the 
Blenheim School Committee.  
At their last meeting the Board ordered applications to be called for the position of assistant 
master for the High School at a salary of £300 per annum, such assistant master to devote his 
time to teaching in the High School and to be a graduate of some University. The Board also 
wrote the Committee acquainting them with their intentions. A. special meeting of the School 
Committee was then convened to consider the communication received from the Board, and 
at that meeting a resolution was passed by the Committee to the effect—That they were of the 
opinion that the Board should take early steps to make the appointment of the master of the 
High School, who shall also hold the position of Headmaster of the Boys  School. They were 
also of opinion that the master of the High School should, in addition to receiving the rate of 
salary proposed (£300 a year), have the use of the master's house ; and that the Board follow 
other precedents by calling upon the whole of the present staff of the Boys' and Girl's School 
to resign, having in view reappointments as may be recommended by the Committee."  
At their meeting yesterday the Board received a letter from the Chairman of the School 
Committee, who wrote on behalf of the Committee with regard to the Board's arrangements 
re the contemplated district High School. He stated the Committee requested the Board to 
cancel their present arrangements providing for the appointment of an assistant master and 
asked that the present staff of both the Boys' and Girls' School should be thoroughly 
reorganised and suggesting that with that end in view all the teachers be called upon to 
resign, still with a view to their reappointment as may be recommended by the Committee. 
The Committee trusted that the Board would see their way to give effect to these views, 
which they considered very necessary for the future welfare of the district generally. A copy 
of the resolution passed by the Committee was also forwarded. Mr. Carter said that in writing 
as they did the Committee no doubt had the object in view of wishing to make the 
appointment of the teacher for the High School, Mr. Parker said the Committee had gone 
thoroughly into the whole question, and they considered it was not necessary to have two 
head masters for the school, as would practically be the case under the Board's present 
arrangement. ; Mr. Duncan said he was pleased the Committee were taking such an interest in 
the establishment of the High School, but as they were about to go out of office he thought it 
would be well to defer the matter , until after , the election of the new ( committee to give 
them an opportunity of expressing their opinion on the subject. He also pointed out, that 
several of the Board members were absent, and he would like to see a full meeting of the 
Board before finally deciding on the matter. , He would move that the question be ' deferred 
until after the election of the new committee. Mr. Redwood concurred with Mr. Duncan. At 
present he considered the Committee's proposition a very  sweeping one. He seconded the 
motion, Mr. McCallum agreed that there was no immediate necessity for dealing with the 
question, except as to the position of the present headmaster. The Board had two courses 
open to them, the one to make the  new master, whoever he might be,  head-master of the 
schools, and Mr. Sturrock assistant, and the other to  leave Mr. Sturrock in the present 
position of head-master with power of regulation and control over the High School, And 
appoint a new master as assistant to carry on the teaching required at the High School. He 



considered residence away from the school should be stopped. If Mr. Sturrock desired to  live 
elsewhere than in the house provided, the Board might allow the new master the use of the 
headmaster's house and grant Mr. Sturrock a house allowance. The proposed position as to 
the masters was certainly anomalous They could however hold the matter over for a month, 
and he would move as an amendment that  the course be pursued and in the meanwhile the 
applications received by the Board for the position of assistant master of the High School be 
forwarded to the Committee for them to select a suitable person.  
When the Committee had done so they might then reconsider the decision they had come to 
in this matter, but they could let the Board know if they were then still of the same opinion. 
Mr. Duncan seconded the motion pro forma, but said it was necessary that the new 
Committee,— there might be a change after the election or there might not— should have a 
voice in the matter. If the Board waited until after the election they could get an opinion from 
the new Committee, the present Committee had held their last meeting, and the new one 
should be given a chance to state their views. The delay would be trifling seeing that the 
Board had now been agitating on this question for the establishment of a High School for the 
last four years,  
Mr. Garter asked if the new teacher would only teach in the High School. Their present Head 
Master was one well accustomed to the conduct and control of a big school and the new 
master might be totally inexperienced in that direction, and although well qualified to teach 
higher subjects quite unfit to teach the ordinary school syllabus. The whole matter required 
very careful consideration.  
Mr. Redwood expressed himself to the same effect. Mr. Duncan said there was no direction 
in the Act that the master of the  High School must be a graduate of a University. The Board 
had not yet decided how the High School should be conducted. It was much the better plan to 
keep the applications in the hands of the Board for the present and to ask the newly elected 
Committee for their opinion on  the subject, Mr. McCallum said that course would only cause 
more delay, and it could do no harm to send on the applications to the Committee. Hon. Capt. 
Baillie said if the Committee had any objection to any member of the present staff they 
should state it. To ask the Board to request all the teachers to resign was an erroneous 
position. If they were not satisfied with any teacher they should ask the Board to dismiss him. 
The Committee should also have stated positively what course they wished to pursue with 
regard to the appointment. From their  letter should say they wished the present Head Master 
to be secondary to the new master when appointed,  
Mr. Carter pointed out that the report of the sub-committee  of the  Board, which was 
adopted, stated A definitely what course the Board intended to pursue. The report stated that 
the new master should teach in the High School only, which was to be subject to the 
regulation and control of the present headmaster.  
Mr. McCallum said they could not lightly alter those provisions, which were made after a 
good deal of consideration had been devoted to them. As the opinion of the Board seemed to 
be against him on the question of sending the applications to the Committee, with the consent 
of the Board he would withdraw his amendment. He would suggest that it be added to the 
original motion that the new Committee be asked for their opinion on the subject.  
The motion was then put, and it was resolved, "That the Board defer consideration of the 
School Committee's letter for a month, pending the election of the new Committee ; and that 
the Committee, when elected, be asked for an expression - of their opinion on the subject." In 
the meantime, applications for the assistant mastership, of which a considerable number had 
been received, were also held over. 
17th April 1899 TO THE EDITOR. Sir,—From what I can gather, the present School 
Committee is anxious to get rid of one of its teachers. Now, if it has good grounds for 
requesting his removal, why does it not act straightforwardly and ask the Board to give him 



three months' notice, instead of trying to work him out of his billet on the plea of the 
necessities of the High School? I am not defending the teacher, whom I have never spoken to, 
but condemning the action of the Committee. The High School and Primary School ought to 
be distinct institutions. Dual control will only cause unpleasantness between the teachers and 
consequent loss to the scholars. The head teacher of each school will have quite enough to do 
in managing his own affairs, When the High School is established, I hope something useful 
will be taught in the shape of practical arithmetic, commercial correspondence, bookkeeping 
and shorthand. Why is not singing taught in our Borough schools? Surely the Committee, is 
to blame for this. I trust that parents will roll up next Monday and elect a Committee that will 
have the courage to go to the root of matters, find out where the blame lies for the non-
success of the children —bad attendance may be the cause of it —and act without fear or 
favour. — I am, etc., Parent. 
18th April 1899 The time for receiving nominations of candidates for the School Committee, 
for posting up on the doors of the school in accordance with the Act, closed last night. The 
gentlemen nominated are as follows :— Messrs. E, Parser, S. Norgrove, W. Macey, F. Shaw, 
B. James, L. A. Browne, J. Scott, W. Ching, P. Birch, and J. "W. Humphries. This list 
includes the names of all the members of the present Committee and one other name, Though 
this list has closed, farther nominations can be made at the meeting of householders to be 
held on Monday night. It is expected that several additional candidates will be nominated on 
that occasion 
24th April 1899 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — At the householders' meeting this evening it is to 
be hoped there will be a large and representative gathering. All parents who have the welfare 
of the schools at heart should support the present Committee in their endeavor to bring about 
a better state of affairs. They have shown themselves possessed of a determination to do their 
duty without fear or favor.  Some would have us elect a Committee which would simply take 
things as they are, and treat the teaching staff as if it were the “holiest of holies " that profane 
hands shall not interfere with in any shape or form. Should the new Committee ratify the 
resolution passed by their predecessors, the Education Board will doubtless concur in their 
recommendation (especially as the Committee are perfectly unanimous in their action) ; but 
should the  old Committee on the other hand be ousted, it will appear to the Board that the 
householders are satisfied with things as they are. This I hardly think to be the case, for it is 
apparent to any disinterested observer that genuine dissatisfaction exists, and it is to be hoped 
that the householders will turn up in force and make their influence felt. — I am, etc., 
Householder. 
24th April 1899 The meeting of householders for the purpose of electing a School Committee 
for the ensuing year will be held this evening at the Borough School, Proceedings will 
commence at 7.30 o'clock, As special interest is given to the occasion by the High School 
question, it is expected there will be a numerous attendance. All the members of the present 
Committee have been duly nominated for re-election, and whether there will be any new 
candidates rumor does not say. It might be explained that every resident householder living in 
the school district, and no other person, is qualified to be elected and that every householder 
in the district is entitled to vote. A " householder "is every adult male or female person who 
for the period of three months next before the day of election resided in any dwelling house 
within the school district as owner or tenant thereof; and, also the father, wherever resides, or, 
if he be dead or absent from the Colony, the guardian or other person, who is a resident, who 
has the actual custody oi any child attending any State school situated within such district. 
Though nominations formally closed last week, the Act allows nomination of candidates at 
the meeting providing that the consent of the candidate be intimated. No elector may give for 
any one candidate more than one vote. 
25th April 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 



A meeting of the outgoing School Committee was held prior to the meeting of householders. 
There were present— Messrs. Shaw (Chairman), Purser, Scott, Browne, James, Macey, 
Norgrove, Birch. A letter was received from the Secretary of the Education Board re the High 
School. He acknowledged the receipt of the Committee's recommendations, and notified that 
the Board had decided to defer the matter till the incoming Committee had expressed their 
views. He also asked that the incoming Committee take the earliest possible opportunity of 
considering the proposals with regard to the High School.  
Mrs. Macalister wrote stating that she observed in the paper reports that at the meeting of the 
Committee held on the 30th ult. her letter asking for an enquiry into the matter of the 
punishment of children by a pupil teacher was ordered to be laid on the table. As this was no 
doubt, the Committee's means of shelving the matter and shirking an enquiry, she would take 
it for granted that they were now satisfied that the imputations made against her daughter . 
could not be substantiated, and that further information had satisfied the Committee that they 
acted hastily, although they did not (as they were about to go out of office) care to admit 
having done so.  
It was resolved that the Committee saw no reason to rescind their former resolution re the 
punishment of scholars by pupil teachers, but, if Mrs. Macalister wished to have further 
enquiry, they would recommend that she write to the incoming Committee.  
The monthly report from the Head Mistress stated that the average attendance at the Girls' 
School during the month was 143.33, the roll number being 179.  
The sub-committee presented a draft report for the householders' meeting, and this was 
adopted. 
25th April 1899 At its meeting held last night the Blenheim School Committee received a 
handsomely bound copy of the “Stories of Empire " series, for the new school library. The 
present came from the Board. A. handsome cupboard, which was manufactured by Mr. 
Fowler, hat been procured by the Board to hold the library books.  
Even School Committee elections are not free from the gambling spirit. List night there was a 
long weary interval between the retirement of the scrutineers and returning officer to count 
the votes and their reappearance; and to while away the time a number of householders with a 
sportive turn of .mind got up an innocent sweep, the one who drew the name of the most 
successful candidate carrying off the prize, whatever it was. As was anticipated, unusual 
interest was taken last night In the election of the School Committee. There was an 
exceptionally large meeting of householders, it being estimated that about 120 were present. 
In fact this is thought to be almost a record attendance, a gentleman who has been present at 
these meetings for about 15 years, saying that be never saw a bigger meeting.  
The High School question gave the special interest to the occasion. However, general surprise 
was expressed that in addition tit the members of the outgoing Committee, only two new 
candidates were proposed. It was also contrary to general expectation that there was no 
discussion with respect to the lines on which the High school should be established. No one 
seemed inclined to “bell the cat." 
25th April 1899 Annual meeting of householders for the purpose of electing the Blenheim 
School Committee for the ensuing year was held last night in the Borough Schools. There 
was a larger attendance than usual, about 120 householders being present. Mr. .F. Shaw, 
Chairman of the outgoing Committee, was elected Chairman of the meeting, no other 
nominations for the position being received.  
Committee's report. The following report was submitted by the outgoing Committee:—  
“Your Committee beg to report that during the year thirteen meetings have been held, all of 
which have been well attended, in almost every instance the whole of the Committee being 
present.  



School Attendance. — It is with much regret that we are compelled to report that the 
attendance of pupils is not as good as we should desire, especially in the boys' department. 
This is looked upon as a serious matter by your Committee, and the Education Board was 
recommended to appoint a truant officer, which was given effect to. Although satisfied with 
the work performed by the officer, we are of opinion that the attendance is yet far from 
satisfactory, considering the increased population of the Borough.  
School Library.— Your Committee are indebted to Mr. Sturrock, Miss Douslin, and the staff 
for their successful efforts in procuring funds by means of school concerts, for the purchase 
of a library, the books being now at the disposal of the scholars.  
High School. — The establishment of a High School in Blenheim will soon, we hope, be an 
accomplished fact, and the public are indebted greatly to Mr. A. P. Seymour and the 
Education Board for the persistent manner in which they have urged the claims of 
Marlborough on the Department. We may say the extension of the building will soon be 
completed, and applications are now being invited for the services of a University graduate to 
manage the school. We sincerely trust that parents will take full advantage of the facilities 
offered, the fees charged being so moderate as to bring the High School within reach of all.  
Finance.— Your Committee have, with strained resources, been able to comply with the 
various demands for necessary repairs and cleaning and should capitation increase during the 
next year, we would suggest to the incoming Committee the urgent necessity of making a 
substantial improvement to the playground. Your Committee hope that in the near future the 
schools will be able to regain its laurels in regard to scholarships, a feature which has been 
very conspicuous by its absence during the last few years."  
The annual balance, which was published recently in detail, was also read. It showed that the 
Committee started the year with a credit balance of £14 8s 10d, and ended the year up to 
March 31st with a credit balance of £15 15s 5d, the total expenditure being £108 14s Id. The 
Chairman invited discussion on the report and balance sheet.  
Mr. Wanden moved that the report and balance sheet be adopted. Mr. Derbyshire seconded, 
Mr. Humphries said he noticed that the report referred to the very bad school attendance. He 
would like to know whether the Committee expected good results from a bad attendance. The 
Chairman said the Committee had dealt fully, in its report, with the matter of attendance. He 
read the particular passage.  
Mr. Humphries said that was not an answer to his question. He understood, from the papers, 
that the Committee were dissatisfied with the results of one of the teachers, and he would like 
to know whether they expected good results in the face of the bad attendance referred to.  
The Chairman said the Committee could not help it if the children did not attend. They -had 
done their best. They could not make the children attend more than six half days in the week. 
The motion was carried.  
THE ELECTION, The Chairman said that nine nominations had been received— all the 
outgoing members and Mr. Humphries. Further nominations would be received now.  
Mr. L. A. Browne moved that the nomination time close at five minutes past eight, (giving a 
quarter of an hour).  
Mr. Humphries moved that the nominations close in five minutes. Mr. Purser seconded the 
latter motion, which was carried.  Several names were proposed, but all except one nominee 
declined to be candidates. Mr. J. Nicholas was the additional candidate, bringing the number 
up to eleven. It was decided that the ballot should close at nine o'clock.  
A question then arose with regard to the ballot box.  
The Chairman pointed, out that the Act required that a '" closed” ballot box should be used, 
which should be locked whilst the poll was being taken. The “box “in evidence was a kind of 
wooden conical affair with a particularly open aperture and a piece out of the side.  



Mr. E. Rabbits thought that, so that any future trouble might be avoided, and no loophole 
might be given for the upsetting of the result of the meeting on the ground of informality, a 
proper ballot box should be procured.  
The Chairman thought that if the meeting would agree to use the ballot box in evidence there 
would be no trouble. The voice of the meeting was then taken, and was found to be 
overwhelmingly in favor of the open conical arrangement.  
Messrs. Rabbits and Pond were appointed scrutineers, and Mr. Gillespie returning officer. 
The result of the ballot, which was declared at 10.15, was as follows, 
The First Nine candidates being elected: —  
Jas. Scott . . . . 93  
F. Shaw. .91  
S. Norgrove. . 73  
W. Macey . . . . 70  
F. Birch . . . . 66  
E. James . . . . 66  
L. Browne . . . . 64  
W. Ching . . . . 62 
 B. Purser . . . . 55,  
J. W. Humphries. . 32  
Jas. Nicholas. . 32  
The nine gentlemen elected were the members of the outgoing Committee. There were only 
three informal papers. Mr. Shaw, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the householders for 
returning them to office again. The confidence that the householders reposed in the 
Committee showed that they were in sympathy with its policy. The proceedings then 
terminated.  
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING. Subsequently a meeting of the new Committee was 
held, all the members being present. Messrs. Scott and Macey were proposed as Chairman, 
and the latter was elected by four votes to three. Mr. Gillespie was re-appointed Secretary at 
the same salary (£5 a year), and Mr. Shaw was appointed Treasurer. It was resolved to hold 
the regular monthly meetings on the first Thursday before the Education Board meetings, as 
in the past. A bonus of £2 10s was granted to the Secretary for the past year's work. With 
regard to the letter from the Secretary of the Education Board as to an early meeting for the 
consideration of the High School proposals, the Chairman undertook to see that gentleman 
and have a special meeting called if necessary. Messrs. Purser and Macey were appointed 
Visiting Committee. 
26th April 1899 The School Committee elections again brings home to the mind the idea that 
our schools are over governed. It has been estimated that there are about five hundred school 
committees in the colony and about three thousand committeemen. In the Marlborough 
educational district there are 23 committees, 145 committeemen, and a Board of ten 
members. If the number of the adult population, and the number of the school children are 
also taken into consideration, it must be admitted that the present system is very unwieldy. 
And, then, if the pettiness and indefinite character of the duties of school committees, and the 
multiplicity of other local bodies are considered, there should be no surprise that at times the 
householders lack interest in school committee elections. Taking Marlborough for instance, 
why it should take nearly 150 men to manage the affairs of twenty odd schools is beyond 
comprehension. With a Board of ten over all to exercise the real power, the wonder is that 
more friction does not occur? ' 
3rd May 1899 ---,TO THE EDITOR. Sir,— Having heard it frequently stated that the 
attendance at the Springlands School was being increased at the expense of the Blenheim, I 
made inquiries, and I find that such is not the case, three children only having left the 



Blenheim School. If the parents were to send their children regularly to school they could 
hardly fail to get on; and for blame a teacher for what is the fault of the parents— namely, 
bad attendance—is the height of injustice. — I am, etc., Parent 
5th May 1899 The moral welfare of the boys and young men who have nothing better to do at 
night than frequent the streets of the town was considered by the Blenheim School 
Committee last night. Mr. Shaw introduced the matter, saying that they had all seen during 
the last few evenings what a number of boys congregate at night under the verandahs and at 
corners, and suggesting that some inducement should be offered to the school teachers to 
open a night school. He knew that he was not exactly in order and that the proper form would 
be for the teachers to consider the matter when a teacher bad made an application ; but he 
wished to save a month. He suggested that the Chairman should be given authority to grant 
permission to any teacher to hold a night school, on the usual understanding that the teacher 
should provide for his own lighting, fuel, etc. Other members of the Committee sympathised 
with the main proposal* though they thought that the proposition should emanate from the 
teachers before the Committee took action. After discussion, it was resolved that the 
Chairman have authority to grant permission, in the usual way, for the opening of a night 
school by any male teacher. 
5th May 1899 The decision that the Blenheim School Committee proposed re the High 
School arrived at last night with school. respect to the establishment of the High School is to 
be commended as a wise and sensible one. It is, certainly, a great improvement on the 
previous resolution, which involved the resignation of the whole of the present teaching staff. 
The Committee now ask that it the High School be attached to the Borough Schools, the 
teacher — who, according to the demands  of the Education Department, mast be a 
University graduate— should be given the position of Headmaster of the Boys' School and 
that, if the High School is to be a distinct institution, it be established apart from the Borough 
schools and be controlled by a Board of Governors representing the whole of the 
Marlborough primary schools. It is now recognised by the Committee that the management of 
a District High School by any particular School Committee would be an anomaly, and that 
the two institutions should be kept as separate as possible.  
Those are the views, it will be remembered, that we expressed prior to the recent election of 
the Committee. Indeed, the Committee go further and say that the new institution Should not 
be established even in the immediate vicinity of the Borough schools. They are not even 
content that the new wing proposed to be added to the Infant School should be used for the 
purpose. It is true that they are willing to take over the High School as a Blenheim concern on 
the understanding that its teacher should be given the headmastership of the Boys' School; 
but that proviso seems to be quite out of the question, for it is now an accepted fact that the 
new institution is intended to be a District High School.  
From whatever point of view the question is regarded, the necessity of keeping the primary 
and secondary educational processes entirely separate is apparent. If the High School were 
attached to the Borough schools , the Committee would fairly expect that the newly 
appointed master should devote his time to the interests of the primary schools as well ; the 
parents of the students attending the higher institution could then reasonably complain that 
the  graduate master was going outside the scope for which he was engaged ; the parents of 
the children attending the primary schools would probably find matter for a grievance in the 
fact that the demands of the secondary institution would not permit him to give sufficiently 
close attention to the supervision of the primary schools; and the district generally would find 
cause of dissatisfaction is the borrowing of the master of the District High School for the 
purposes of a particular primary school, it must not be forgotten that there is a distinct line of 
demarcation between the secondary and primary educational processes, and that the tuition in 
the High School will be specially paid for.  



There, need be no objectionable " class " distinction in discussing this question. The plain 
fact is that the graduate will be paid by the parents of certain students for higher instruction, 
not for the supervision of the primary schools. We are of the opinion that it would serve the 
interests of both the secondary school and the present Boys' and Girls' school to keep them 
separate. It would injure rather than benefit the primary schools to graft the new institution on 
to them; the association would not work well. However, such views as these did not seem to 
influence the Committee last night as much as the Department's threat of the amalgamation of 
the sexes. Some members did not attach much importance to this threat ; but it is reasonable 
to suppose that if there is to be mixing of the sexes is the High School in the same building, 
the Department would inflict on similar amalgamation in the primary schools for the 
purposes of uniformity. The suggestion that the High School should be managed by a Board 
of Governors, representing the whole of the Marlborough schools, is an excellent one ; 
though we would point out (with reference to the suggestion aa to the collaboration of the 
Chairman of the various Committees) that twenty or thirty delegates would be rather too 
numerous a body. The whole question is now ready for the consideration of the Education 
Board, which, we hope, will make such arrangements as will serve the interests of the distrust 
generally 
5th May 1899 TO THE EDITOR. Sir, — In his letter to you the other day " Parent" made the 
rash statement that he had made enquiries, and found that only three children had left the 
Blenheim School. I don't know where he made his enquiries, but I know for a fact, without 
any enquiry, of nine children, who have left the Borough Schools for the Springlands School 
recently. Your correspondent's enquiries must have been very perfunctory. — l am, &c., 
Another Parent, 
5th May 1899 The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night, 
there being present — Messrs. Macey (chair), L. Browne, Scott, Birch, James, Shaw, S. 
Norgrove, Ching, and Purser. The Headmaster reported that the average attendance at the 
Boys' School during last month was 301, the roll j number being 867. The Headmistress 
reported that the average attendance at the Girl's School during the month was - 137, the roll 
number being 180. The ' Chairman said he saw Mr. Smith (Secretary of the Education Board) 
with regard to the High School business, and found there was no necessity to call a special 
meeting. The meeting then discussed this question. Requirements asked for by the teachers 
were referred to the Visiting Committee. Messrs. Macey and Purser were re-appointed 
Visiting Committee; accounts were passed for payment; and the matter of arranging for a 
supply of fuel was left in the hands of the Chairman. .  
10th May 1899 MARLBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL. 
DECISION OF EDUCATION BOARD. Yesterday the Board very fully discussed the 
question of establishing the High School. A report, of a number of suggestions, was received 
from the Committee appointed by the Board, and these were discussed seriatim and amended 
in various directions, the Board being practically unanimous on all the most important points. 
At the outset the Secretary explained there had been a misunderstanding as to the term 
"District High School."  
A district high school was an institution whose scope was confined to the particular school 
district in which it was situated. Thus Picton or any other locality could ask for a district high 
school that would be independent of Blenheim. The proper term for an institution that was 
intended for the whole of the Board's district was "Marlborough High School." In the case of 
a “district high school," the Blenheim Committee would have the management and would get 
capitation on the attendance. The resolutions of the Blenheim Committee were read.  
These asked that if the High School was to be attached to the Borough Schools the master of 
the institution be Headmaster of the Boys' School; and if the new institution was to be an 
establishment for the district as a whole it be erected apart from the Marlborough Schools; 



also that applications be invited for the position of Master of the High School instead of 
assistant master. The report of the Board's Committee recommended, in the first place, that 
the Marlborough High School be separate from any primary school.  
The Chairman thoroughly agreed with this principle. If the Board attached the High School to 
the Blenheim Borough School it would be said that the parents of the children attending the 
former were paying fees for the Headmaster of the latter. That argument alone was 
convincing. Capt. Baillie said it seemed to him that the Board rushed into the matter at first; 
the present proposals were the result of maturer consideration. The Blenheim Committee had 
also contradicted   their first recommendations,  
Mr. McCallum reminded the Board that it had to do something at first so as to secure the 
£400 voted by Parliament. That £400 was now in hand. The written suggestions of the 
Board's Committee were then dealt with, and, after much discussion, they were adopted in the 
following form ;—  
(1) That the Board affirms the desirability of keeping the proposed High School for 
Marlborough separate and distinct from any of the existing primary schools under its 
jurisdiction ;  
(2) That if possible the expenditure of the sum of £400 already secured by the School 
Commissioners be deferred pending the passing of an Act establishing a High School for 
Marlborough;  
(3) The member for the district be requested to introduce and. endeavour to have enacted the 
Bill (modelled from the Gisborne High Schools Act, 1885), a copy of which is attached ;  
(4) That the Government be approached by a deputation from the Board during the .early 
portion of the next session of Parliament, urging reasons for the passing of the proposed Bill 
and for a grant (in addition to the annual grant of £400) of at least £1500 for the purchase of a 
suitable site and the erection of permanent buildings for the carrying on of the proposed High 
School; 
 (5) That pending the passing of the said Act, the scheme hitherto adopted by the Board be 
postponed ;  
(6) That the Works Committee arrange for the cancellation of the present contract  for 
additions to the Infant School on the best terms obtainable ;  
(7) That the time for receiving applications from University graduates for the position of 
master in charge of the District High School be extended until after the date of the 
approaching dissolution of Parliament."  
In the discussion that preceded the final adoption of the report Mr. Carter (Works Committee) 
said he thought the contractor for the proposed addition to the infant school would consent to 
withdrawal on consideration of a certain amount of compensation. He then explained that the 
contractor had pointed out to the Works Committee that the requirements of the architect as 
to timber and painting would put him to great expense and inconvenience, and the Works 
Committee had considered it advisable to agree to certain fresh arrangements. The architect 
had protested.  
A letter was received from the architect expressing dissatisfaction with the action of the 
Works Committee. This matter was discussed at length, and it was passed by when Mr. Mills 
had pointed out that if the first clause of the High School Committee's above report was 
adopted, the trouble would be ended.  
Mr. McCallum read the draft Bill referred to in the above mentioned report. One of its clauses 
provided for the constitution of a Board of Governors for the High School, the proposal being 
that three members of such body should be appointed by the Governor, three by the 
Education Board, one by the Borough Council, one by the Wairau, Awatere, Omaka, and 
Spring Creek Road Boards, one by the Picton  Borough Council, Pelorus and Waitohi Road 
Boards, Havelock Town Board and Pelorus School Committees. This constitution would 



represent nine members, who could be elected at intervals on the same principle as that 
observed in the case of the Education Board. He suggested that in a schedule attached to the 
Bill the Board should set forth lands that might be vested in the Board as reserves for 
secondary education.  
This would be in accord with the contention that Mr. Duncan had always asserted. He had in 
view the block of land opposite the Board's office as one reserve. The Chairman suggested 
that the Education Board should be the Board of Governors. That would be a very simple 
outing of the Gordian knot. . 
Mr. Duncan was inclined to favor the constitution proposed in the draft Bill as being more 
popular. Mr. Mills pointed out that the appointment of the Education Board would, save a lot 
of machinery and expense. Mr. McCallum said that the Bill could easily be altered later on. 
The present object was to get the draft into the hands of Mr. Mills to go on with. Anything 
would do just now. The Board would meet twice before it came on in the House. Mr. Carter 
agreed with the Chairman. Such a course would simplify matters. This Board was 
representative of the whole district. It was stated that other High Schools— the Wanganui 
Girls' College and Auckland Girls' High School being quoted — were managed by a Board of 
Governors identical with the Boards of Education.  
It was generally agreed that the nomination of this Board for the management would not only 
save much local complication, but also smooth the passage of the Bill. It was then resolved 
that the draft Bill be amended so as to make the constitution of the Board of Governors 
identical with the Education Board. The Bill could be altered again, if alteration was thought 
advisable, at next meeting. One of the High School Committee's original proposals was that 
the institution be set up at the boys' school until the Marlborough High School had been 
established. In the discussion on this point Mr. McCallum referred to the injustice with which 
Marlborough had been treated, in the matter of provision for secondary education. In other 
districts High Schools had been provided even for lesser towns. Here the whole district had 
been neglected. The Board could set up the institution temporarily, (could rent a hall), but for 
a proper provincial concern £2000 at least (including the £400) would be required for initial 
expenditure. Land would be required— he suggested the site of the old South Star Hotel, 
which was out of floods and convenient to the railway station— and a building would have to 
be erected. Hence the suggestion in the report of the Board's Committee.  
It was explained that the institution, if established temporarily, would be a Blenheim district 
high school, and would be under the control of the Blenheim Committee for the time being.  
It would not be a Marlborough High School until the Act was passed.  
Capt. Baillie— Why not let the whole thing be in abeyance until we have the Act ? It was 
agreed that if this were done much complication would be avoided.  
A Member — supposing this Act does not pass ?  
The Chairman, and Messrs. Baillie and Mills thought that there was no question as to the Act 
passing. The Act would pass no doubt ; though, probably, the schedule of proposed reserves 
would meet with opposition.  
Mr. Mills suggested that the Bill -would be assisted if it were known in the House that the 
district was waiting for its High School 
It was then agreed to amend that portion of the report suggesting temporary arrangements for 
a High School. The report was then adopted as it appears above.  
The Chairman, and Messrs. Redwood and Mills were appointed a Committee to arrange with 
the Land Board for the inclusion in the schedule of the Bill of a list of lands that would make 
suitable reserves. The Secretary was instructed to furnish, for the further purposes of the 
schedule, particulars of all reserves to the revenue of which the proposed Board of Governors 
would be entitled. (This resolution means that the Rents from the few reserves managed by 
the Marlborough School Commissioners have to be paid over under section 21 of the Bill to 



the Board of governors. These rents amount to but a few pounds a year, but an accumulation 
of them recently enabled the Education Board in conjunction with the School Commissioners 
to establish the Record Reign Scholarships, which have a life of five years.) The Secretary 
was further instructed to issue a circular to the gentlemen who have applied for the position 
of master of the High School, explaining the position and offering to return their papers. 
26th May 1899 NOTICE is hereby given that application is intended to be made at the nest 
Session of the General Assembly of New Zealand for leave to bring in a Bill to authorise the 
establishment and maintenance in or near Blenheim of a School or Schools for the higher 
education of boys or of girls or of both, to be designated the " Marlborough High School," 
to.be under the control and management of a Board of Governors ; also for other purposes 
incidental thereto, including the vesting of reserves and granting of subsidies. The short Title 
of the Act is “The Marlborough High School Act, 1899  
9th June 1899 The Borough School Committee met last night. Present — Messrs. Macey 
(Chairman), James, Browne, Norgrove, Ching. 
A letter was received from Mr. L. A. Browne complaining of the detention of his daughter in 
school after four o'clock, this being the regulation hour of closing. He said it was not an 
individual case, the whole standard being regularly kept in after that hour. He had 
communicated with the teacher on the subject, but no notice was taken of the communication. 
A letter from Mr. Humphries made a similar complaint, with regard to his own children. 
After discussion as to school hours, generally, it was resolved to call the attention of the 
teachers to the regulation on the subject, and inform them that the Committee expected them 
to adhere strictly thereto. This rule fixes the time for the dinner hour, as well as the hour for 
dosing. 
It was resolved to forward Mr. Browne's letter to the teacher for an explanation. 
Mr. Humphries wrote asking that the Committee do not allow the teachers to discontinue 
sewing, and expressing surprise that singing was not taught in the leading schools. 
The letter was handed to the Visiting Committee to make enquiries as to sewing and singing. 
It was resolved to apply to the Education Board for some school furniture asked for by the 
Headmaster; and the matter of supplying coal was left in the hands of the Chairman. 
The Headmaster recommended that the midwinter holidays commence on Wednesday, June 
28th, and end on July 17th, The Headmistress suggested the same dates. 
It was decided that the schools close on the 28th inst. and re-open on July 10th.  
The Headmistress reported that the average attendance during the month was 134.05, the roll 
number being 176. 
The average attendance at the Boys' School during the month was 295, the roll number 376. 
The Headmistress asked the Committee if it would enlarge the playground for the purpose of 
establishing a croquet ground. The suggestion was referred to the Visiting Committee to 
report on.  
On the suggestion of the Chairman, the Visiting Committee was instructed to enquire as to 
the whereabouts of tennis material purchased some years ago with the proceeds of a school 
concert. 
Mr. A. J, Litchfield wrote soliciting the support of the Committee in his nomination for the 
vacancy on the Education Board. As the result of a ballot, it was decided to vote for Mr. 
Litchfield. 
It was resolved to have the Macrocarpa hedge around the school trimmed. 
Accounts were passed for payment. The Committee passed a resolution instructing the 
caretaker against the danger and waste of unattended fires in the school at night time. The 
Chairman and Mr. Parser were re-appointed Visiting Committee 
14th June 1899 At the meeting of the Education Board yesterday, (he Inspector read a reply, 
written by himself, to the complaint made by the Head Master of the Borough Schools that 



the recent examination papers exceeded the syllabus. He went fully into the matter, and 
quoted details of the results to show that the questions referred to by the Headmaster had no 
effect on the results of the Boys' School. On the motion of Capt. Baillie, it was resolved that 
at the first meeting in January the Inspector report specially on the Borough, Picton, 
Havelock, and Renwick schools. The proposer of the motion thought that the Board had 
neglected its duty in not taking action in connection with the Inspector's report as to the 
results attained by the big schools. . 
7th July 1899 Mr. D. Sturrock, Headmaster of the Borough Schools, is spending his holidays 
in the South. He is visiting Christchurch, and will probably go on to Dunedin 
7th July 1899 The monthly meeting, held last evening, was attended by Messrs. Macey 
(Chairman), Norgrove, Scott, Ching, Shaw and Browne. The Secretary read a copy of the 
report for the year ending March 31st made by the Chairman of the Education Board to the 
Education Department. A lengthy communication was received from the Inspector with 
respect to the complaint of the Head Master that the syllabus was exceeded in the recent 
examinations.  
This communication was a copy of the document that the Inspector read to the last meeting of 
the Education Board, and that has already been reported. — It was read, and then deterred till 
next meeting. The Head Master reported that the average attendance at the Boys' School last 
month was 289.8, the roll number being 371. The average attendance last quarter was 294.1. 
The attendance last month had been affected by sickness. The Head Mistress reported that the 
average attendance at the Girls' School was 129.74, the roll number being 175. A letter was 
received from a parent complaining of the action of a teacher in keeping his girl in school 
after hours. Another letter written subsequently by the same .parent asked that his first letter 
be withdrawn, or that, if the information contained therein was used, his name be not 
mentioned. The Head Mistress, in her report, said that the teacher against whom the 
complaint of keeping-in had been made by a parent, in a letter received at the previous 
meeting of the Committee, denied having kept the whole standard in after school hours, as it 
was alleged she had done. The teacher said that she kept in only those children who had been 
inattentive, in accordance with the Head Mistress's instructions. (The complaint was received 
by the Committee at last meeting, in a letter from Mr. Browne, and it was referred to the 
Head Mistress.) The Visiting Committee reported that they had made investigations v with 
respect to the “keeping-in “complaints. With regard to Mr. Browne's complaint, the teacher 
said that the scholar had asked permission to leave at 4 o'clock only on Wednesdays, and this 
had always been granted. There had been no complaints of keeping-in since last meeting of 
the Committee, when a resolution was passed calling the attention of teachers to the 
regulation as to school hours. The Head Mistress had represented that it would be unwise to 
place too rigid a restriction on the teachers in the matter of keeping in for the purpose of 
punishment. It would interfere with discipline. Mr. Browne expressed himself as dissatisfied 
with the explanation as far as his complaint was concerned. .No mention was made of the 
note he, as a parent, sent to the teacher ' with respect to “keeping in “every day . . . _- After 
discussion the matter dropped. With regard to the letter, received from a parent at the 
previous meeting, the Visiting Committee reported that the Head Mistress stated there was no 
truth in the rumour that it was intended to discontinue the sewing lessons, and music was 
taught at intervals. With reference to their enquiry as to whether the proceeds of a school 
concert given some years ago were not devoted to the provision of a set of tennis apparatus, 
they ascertained that the proceeds went towards the purchase of cricket bats. As for the 
proposal to establish a croquet ground for the girls, there was a plot of ground near the Board 
offices that the Board might be asked to give for the purpose, but the Committee would have 
to defray the cost of preparing the ground. It was resolved that the Secretary procure an 
estimate of the cost of establishing a croquet ground. The Head Master Wrote asking if the 



Committee would sanction a readjustment of the school hours for the winter months so that 
the boys of the upper classes might be enabled to play a series of football matches with other 
schools on Wednesday afternoons. An arrangement could be made for a short dinner hour on 
that day, and the boys could get off at 2.30. This would not interfere with the lower classes. 
There was a difference of opinion among members on this subject; and finally the majority 
decided that the request be not complied with, and that the Committee’s resolution as to the 
school-hours regulation be adhered to. The Head Master recommended that Miss Wanden be 
appointed pupil teacher till the end of the year, vies Miss Barnett, resigned. — It was 
resolved to forward Miss Wanden's application and the recommendation to the Board. It was 
resolved that, with a view to the proper supervision of" the school buildings, the Board be 
recommended to request the Head Master to occupy the residence attached to the school. 
Messrs. Shaw and Scott were appointed Visiting Committee for the ensuing month. Accounts 
were passed for payment.' An application from a teacher for the use of a school room for her 
painting lessons on Saturdays was declined. ' 
10th July 1899 The Borough Schools re-opened this morning, much to the relief of mothers 
10th July 1899 TO THE EDITOR. Sir,—As will be seen from a perusal of your report of the 
last meeting of the School Committee, the Head Mistress denies having kept-in the whole of 
the second Standard after school hours, as alleged, only keeping in those children that were 
inattentive. Now, Sir, in bringing this matter before the Committee, I wish to state that it is 
not a personal matter that concerns only myself, but I brought it forward at the request of at 
least half a-dozen parents who said their children were regularly kept-in till half past four 
o'clock; although it is laid down in the Board's regulations that the afternoon school hours are 
1.30 till 4, unless the School Committee extends them. Some months ago I asked for my child 
to be let out at a quarter to four o'clock on Wednesdays, and this is the request referred to by 
Miss Douslin, which she rightly says has been granted. Last month, however, I wrote a note 
in courteous language, asking that the practice of regularly keeping-in night after night be 
discontinued— as far as my child was concerned, at any rate. I received no answer to this 
request, and the keeping.in went on every evening for another week, when I thought it my 
duty to bring the matter before the Committee by making a formal charge. I was careful to 
state that I did not object to the child being kept-in for an occasional misbehaviour, if such 
were necessary; it was the regular system which I objected to. That is my grievance, and 
numerous other parents will bear me out in insisting that these statements are positively 
correct in every particular. The reply of the Head Mistress made no reference at all to the 
letter I refer to; is fact it was an evasion.  My complaint had reference to the period previous 
to June 4th, and I am pleased to state that the practice of keeping-in has been discontinued 
since then—at any rate as far as the Second Standard is concerned. Five hours' brain-work a 
day is quite enough for growing children; and besides many of them have a mile to walk 
home, and in winter weather four o’clock is quite late enough for the school to be dismissed. 
—l am, etc., L. A. Browne.  
14th July 1899 The educational deputation that has gone from Blenheim to Wellington was to 
ask the Government for a grant to establish a "High School, and also to point out how heavily 
this district is handicapped by the large proportion of small aided schools. Referring to the 
latter subject, the Chairman of the Board, in a recent official report to the Minister, explains 
it. - will be found that, as a rule, schools having a lower average attendance than fifty cause a 
loss to the Boards; that is, the cost of salaries and maintenance (exclusive of building and 
extensive repairs) exceeds the amount of the capitation earned. Now, in Marlborough there 
are only nine schools having an average attendance of fifty or upwards, and four of these 
actually cost more than they receive from capitation. Marlborough, of all the. districts in the 
colony, has the largest proportion of small schools. In Auckland the proportion of schools in 
1 897 having more than fifty pupils was 27 per cent of the total number.; Otago, 40 percent; 



North Canterbury, 38 per cent; Southland, 29 per cent; Wellington, 36.6 per cent; Wanganui, 
'39 per cent; Nelson, 25 percent; Hawke's Bay, 44 per cent; South Canterbury, 32 per cent; 
Marlborough, 16 per cent; Taranaki, 25 per cent; Westland, 18 per cent; Grey, 27 per cent. In 
the Marlborough district, of the twenty largest schools there are only seven that earn more 
than they receive. The total profit on these schools is £765 10s, and the loss on the remaining 
thirteen amounts to £270 9s, so that the net amount of receipts over expenditure in these 
twenty schools is £495. This is the entire "fund out of which the unavoidable loss on the 
remaining forty-five aided and household schools has to be met, besides the general expenses 
of the district as a whole.” It "Cannot be said," Mr. Seymour cays, " that the salaries paid in 
Marlborough are excessive; on the contrary, I am sorry to say they are amongst the lowest in 
the colony." He also points out that the members of the local Board have never claimed a 
single shilling for travelling expenses. Thu?, as the average amount charged for travelling 
expenses of members in other districts is £117, the Marlborough Board claims to have saved 
the Department the respectable sum of £2,578 during the twenty-two years that have elapsed 
since the passing of the Act. The Board may well ask for £2500 for a High School. 
24th July 1899 meeting was held on Saturday in the Borough Schools for the purpose of 
forming a Teachers' Institute for affiliation with the New Zealand Educational Institute. The 
meeting was well attended and most enthusiastic. Mr. Sturrock was voted to the chair. It was 
recognised by all that it was a great pity that Marlborough had lost touch with other parts of 
the Colony. Now that great reforms are being discussed by those who should be best able to 
judge what is really necessary for the educational progress of the Colony, the teachers in this 
province think that their experience might be of some use in forwarding the advances 
proposed. . The election of officers was proceeded with: — President, Mr. D. A. Sturrock; 
vice-President, Mr. C. C. Howard; Treasurer, Mr. I). A. Sturrock; Secretary, Mr. H. J. 
Howard; Committee, Miss Williams Miss M. Douslin, Mr. Leslie, and Mr. G. Wilmot. The 
subscription was fixed at 23 6d per annum for aided school teachers and pupil teachers, and 
7s 6d for others. In reference to educational matters it was decided to allow teachers to vote 
by letter if they were unable to attend ; that meetings should be held quarterly, viz.., in 
October at Picton, in February at Blenheim, in April at Havelock, in July at Blenheim. It was 
resolved that the Committee should meet on the first Saturday in every month at 10 a.in. in 
the Borough School, Blenheim, to consider correspondence, etc. After a hearty vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, the meeting terminated. 
28th July 1899 The House (Parliament) resumed at 7.30. LOCAL BILL’S. The Auckland 
College .and Grammar School, Church Domain Trust Indemnity, Marlborough High School 
and Stratford Borough Empowering Bills were read the second time 
16th August 1899 BLENHEIM. The Committee, in answer to the communication from the 
Board, stated that the application of Miss Brown for the use of a school-room would be 
reconsidered. The Head Master, in reply to a letter from the Secretary} wrote saying that it 
would be inconvenient for him to reside in the school-house, the present tenant of which had 
a lease. The idea of compelling one to reside in any particular house was foreign to the 
principles of ordinary liberty, and, moreover, a Head Master was not a proper person to act as 
a caretaker. He understood that the Committee was advising the Board with regard to an 
arrangement in connection with the teaching- staff. He protested against interference from 
Committeemen who knew little or nothing about how a staff should be conducted.  
Mr. McCallum said the Board had courted this reply. He did not agree with the resolution of 
last meeting. At the same time, he deprecated the tone of Mr. Sturrock’s letter. He moved that 
the whole question of the residence of teachers be referred to the Works Committee, to report 
at next meeting. This motion was carried. 
8th September 1899 The monthly meeting was held last night, there being present — Messrs. 
Macey (Chairman), Scott, Birch, Browne, James, Shaw. Mr. B. Purser wrote tendering his 



resignation as a member of the Committee. The resignation was accepted with regret, The 
Headmaster reported that the average attendance at the Boys' School during the month was 
297.2, the roll number being 374. The Headmistress reported for the Girls' School an average 
attendance of 126.6, the roll number being 164. 
The Headmaster reported defective spouting, the weakness of which was caused by defective 
drainage. A Committeeman said this was a serious matter, there being so much typhoid and 
diphtheria about just now.—It was resolved to refer the matter to the Board. 
A few small requirements mentioned by the Headmaster were granted. A number of 
Parliamentary papers were received from the Education Department, including the report of 
the proceedings of the recent Conference of Education Boards, and the new proposed 
regulations with regard to classification and examination of pupils. The Visiting Committee 
reported that the window blinds of the schools required attention The teachers had suggested 
verandah blinds for classes on the verandah in summer time. The Committee, referring to the 
proposal to establish a girls' croquet ground, suggested that the girls' playground should be 
extended towards the Board offices. A croquet ground would be expensive. It was resolved to 
attend to the window blinds, and supply a couple of forms for the girls' school." With regard 
to verandah blinds, it was decided to write to the Headmaster for a written statement as to 
what was wanted. — It was resolved that the Board's attention be called to- a leak in the 
verandah of the Infants' School. 
The Secretary (Mr. Gillespie) reported, with reference to the croquet ground proposal, that his 
estimate of cost of taking out willows in the ground was £7, and a second-class croquet 
ground there would cost about £20. An extension of the playground would not cost so much. 
It was resolved to ask the Board to extend the playground, as suggested, as far as possible. 
The proposal as to a croquet-ground was abandoned. 
Accounts were passed for payment. It was decided to appoint Mr. J. Nicholas (who was the 
next candidate at the householders' poll) to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr. 
Purser. 
Messrs. Birch and James were appointed Visiting Committee for next month. : . 
Mr. Shaw moved, on behalf of Mr. Purser (who had put in a notice of motion), that the 
resolution refusing Miss Brown the use of the Infant School on Saturday afternoons for 
private painting lessons be rescinded. The matter had been brought before the Board, who 
had asked for the Committee's reasons in declining the application, A lengthy discussion, of 
an academic nature, ensued, the Chairman arguing, purely on principle, that a teacher had no 
claim stronger than that of any ordinary tradesman, for instance, to the use of what was public 
property for private purposes, and that the granting of the application would be a bad 
precedent. The motion was carried, the Chairman and Mr. Scott voting against it and it was 
resolved that Miss Brown be allowed the use of the school for half a guinea (A Guinea was 
21 shillings. There were 20 shillings in a pound) a quarter. 
12th September 1899 THE HIGH SCHOOL. The Architect forwarded a sketch plan of a 
building for the High School and estimates of cost. These will be used by the deputation that 
is to wait on the Minister at Wellington to urge the voting of a special grant.  
Mr. McCallum, for the High School Committee, made a report as to probable sites. 
BLENHEIM. The Committee reported defective drainage, caused by defective spouting; and 
a leak in Infant School verandah. — Referred to Architect. A request for two forms was 
granted. The Committee asked that the Board extend the girls' playground in the direction of 
the Board's office. . It was resolved to reply that the Board had no objection to enlarging the 
playground as suggested and to ask for an estimate of cost 
26th September 1899 The House met at 7.30. LEAVE OF ABSENCE. Further leave of 
absence was granted to the Hons. Messrs. Ward and McKenzie. LOCAL BILLS. The 



Auckland Grammar School, Christchurch Domain Trust Indemnity, and Marlborough High 
School Bills passed the final stages. 
6th October 1899 The School Committee decided last night that the schools be closed at 2.30 
p.m. on the occasion of the Cycling Clubs Gymkhana. It was mentioned that there was a 
probability of the gymkhana being postponed from next Wednesday afternoon on account of 
the departure to Wellington of the Marlborough volunteers for South Africa 
6th October 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting was held last night. Present— Messrs. Birch (in the chair), Ching-, 
Nicholas, Browne, Norgrove, and James. The Headmaster reported an average attendance 
during the month of 309 2, the roll number being 392. The Headmistress reported an average 
attendance of 130.1, the roll number being 161. She expressed a wish that the matter of 
extending the girls' play-ground be settled. The Visiting Committee reported that they found 
the work of the school going on in an orderly and satisfactory manner in both departments.  
The Education Board forwarded a copy of the recommendations of its Works Committee on 
the subject of the residence of teachers. These recommendations are to the effect that the 
Board retains absolute control and authority over all teachers' residences, and affirm the 
principle that teachers should be exempt from residence in school-houses only on the express 
sanction of the Board. They are to be finally considered by the Board on a future occasion. It 
was decided to forward the Committee's approval of the recommendations.  
A letter was received from the Board asking for further information in connection with the 
application to extend the girls' playground. On the recommendation of the Visiting 
Committee, it was decided to ask the Board to extend the ground as far as the caretaker's 
cottage and level the new piece.  
Mr. Birch (Visiting Committee) said it had been pointed out to him the examinations had 
been fixed for November, and that in all probability many children would not attend school 
regularly between that occasion and the Christmas holidays.  True, there was danger of the 
attendance suffering. The usual evils, including loss of capitation, would follow. It was 
decided to ask the Board to hold the examinations as near the holidays as possible. The 
matter of clearing; the playgrounds of big stones and growth, and making them as attractive 
as possible for the children, was left in the hands of Mr. Birch; also the repairing of the pump.  
It was decided to ask the Chairman, when waiting on the Board at us next meeting, to explain 
the foregoing requests, and also the necessity of providing blinds for the Infant School  
Mr. L. A. Browne tendered his resignation as a member of the Committee, saying that 
demands on his time compelled him to take the step. The resignation was accepted with 
general expressions of regret; and it was resolved to ask Mr. R. Dixon to fill the vacancy.  
Accounts were passed for payment. A quantity of printed matter from various sources was 
laid on the table, including the Departmental circular re the endeavor to raise public 
subscriptions for Habens scholarships, as suggested by the Marlborough Inspector. 
10th October 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOLS. The architect reported he had examined the 
downpipe complained of and the sewerage drain from the urinals. He recommended that they 
be attended to. The water supply of the schools was deficient, depending upon volunteer 
labor to fill the tanks. A ram or tank should be erected. The Works Committee reported that 
they recommended the roofs should be connected with the tanks and the downpipe attended 
to. — Report adopted.  
TEACHERS RESIDENCE. The Secretary of the Borough School Committee wrote stating 
the recommendations forwarded by the Board with regard to the residence of teachers in the 
residences provided for them by the Board had the Committee's full support. Mr. McCallum  
moved that the report of the Building Committee with regard to teachers' residences be 
adopted with the addition of a clause providing that a residence not occupied by the teacher, 



but let to another tenant, be insured, the cost of each insurance to be defrayed out of rent 
received for the residence by the teacher.— Carried 
SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS. The Committee of the Blenheim School Committee wrote 
asking that the school examinations, which are fixed for 1st November, be deferred until later 
in the year. It was resolved that the Inspector give effect to the Committee's wishes as far as 
possible.  
PLAYGROUND. The Blenheim School Committee wrote asking that the girls' playground 
might be extended. The Chairman of the Committee, who was to wait on the Board in the 
matter, was not in attendance, and it was resolved to ask the Committee for a report. 
17th November 1899 The fact that the Borough School grounds were becoming a "loving 
ground " was mentioned at the meeting of the School Committee last night. What was meant 
was that the place was a resort for lovers. " There was a couple on the verandah when I came 
in, and they are there now I expect," said one member. 
6th December 1899 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The monthly meriting was held last night, there being present : — Messrs. Macey 
(Chairman), Ching, Norgrove, and Scott. The Headmaster reported that the average 
attendance at the boys'  school during the month was 318.9, the roll number being 384. He 
suggested that the summer holidays should commence after the examinations. He had 
examined the second standard and the result watt very good, only one failure being recorded. 
The Head Mistress reported that the average attendance at the girls' school during the month 
was 132, the roll number being 158. She suggested the closing of the school for the holidays 
immediately after the examination ; otherwise the average for the quarter would be reduced. 
It was decided to close the schools on December 15th, and re-open them on Monday, January 
15th. Miss C. Farmar, whose pupil teacher's apprenticeship expires at the end of the year, 
applied for reengagement for another year. — Resolved that the application be referred to the 
Board. The Visiting Committee reported a satisfactory state of affairs.— Messrs. Scott and 
James were appointed Visiting Committee for next month. A circular was received from the 
Education Department with reference to the use of the schools for electoral purposes. The 
Chairman and Secretary were deputed to wait on the Board with reference to the extension of 
the girls' playground and the state of the ground next to the Headmaster's residence. The 
Chairman explained that, in response to a request from the A. and P. Association, and a 
number of the Committeemen having acquiesced, he granted the children a holiday on the 
occasion of the show. The Secretary was authorised to have a number of small repairs 
executed and some minor requirements supplied ; and accounts were passed for payment. It 
was decided to meet in future on Tuesdays instead of Thursdays. 
11th December 1899 BLENHEIM The application of Miss Clara Farmar for reappointment to 
the pupil teacher apprenticeship for another year at the same salary was granted. Mr. 
Gillespie, Secretary to the School Committee, waited on the Board with reference to certain 
matters. The Board referred the matters of the  extension of the girls' play-ground, and the 
readjustment of the fence near teachers' residence to the Works Committee; also the matter of 
attending to the drainage from the School grounds to the river 
12th December 1899 MR. CARTER'S DONATION. The Board of Governor of the 
Marlborough High School held the monthly meeting yesterday at noon, the members present 
being the gentlemen who had attended the meeting of the Education Board, viz.:— Messrs. 
Seymour (Chairman). Baillie, Redwood, McCallum, Parker and Mills. The minutes of the 
previous meeting, which was  the first one, were confirmed.  
THE GROUNDWORK. Mr. H. B. Huddlestone wrote accepting the Board's offer of the 
position of architect.. The Works Committee reported that Miss Nosworthy adhered to the 
figure, £500, asked for the three acres facing Stephenson Street. The Committee 
recommended that purchase be made ; and suggested that the building be placed about the 



centre Of Mrs.  Nosworthy's ground, and about 75 feet from Stephenson Street, which it 
would face. The Committee also suggested that a modification of the present style of school 
building should be followed, and the windows "be built so that they could be looked through 
by a person of ordinary height in a standing attitude, but not by a person sitting down ; and 
that before tenders be invited the plans and specifications be submitted to the Education 
Department. — This report was adopted. with regard to the windows. Mr. McCallum, for the 
Works Committee, explained that Mr. 0. W. Adams had represented that the present style of 
low windows was detrimental to both the eyesight and to artistic taste; and Mr. Hogben, 
Inspector-General, had agreed with this idea. The sum of £500 was voted for Mrs. 
Nosworthy's three acres, and the Works Committee was authorised to complete the 
negotiation. The Secretary and any one member were authorised to sign cheques. Mr. 
Huddlestone, architect, intimated that he expected to have the plans for the building 
completed for the January meeting. Mr. Hogben, Inspector-General, wrote with reference to 
the original plans, which had been shown to him in Wellington by Mr. Mills. He made 
several suggestions, among them being that a gymnasium should be attached. It was resolved 
that the architect be instructed to forward his sketch plans to Mr. Hogben as soon as possible.  
MR. CARTER’S GIFT. Mr. T. Carter wrote as follows :— " I am willing to sell and convey 
to you allotments 605, 606, and 607. Town of Blenheim, containing three acres more or less, 
for the sum of £450. I propose adding £50 to this amount, and donating the whole £500 to the 
Board for the purpose of founding an annual scholarship in connection with the High School 
The annual value of this £500, if invested as by law provided for trust funds, to be applied in 
affording a free place at the high School for one scholar per annum and in cash payment to 
such scholar quarterly of the balance of such annual value ; other details to be arranged by the 
Board, In order to afford the Board more funds for immediate needs in connection with the 
establishment of the High School, and until it can without difficulty invest £500 so that the 
interest to be derived therefrom may be devoted as above stated, I would suggest that the 
conveyance of the property now agreed to be sold by me be charged with a trust to the above 
effect."  
Col. Baillie moved;— " That the Board of Governors accept with great pleasure Mr. T. 
Carter's very generous offer, and hereby places on record its high appreciation of the public 
spirit displayed by Mr. Carter in affording the Board the means of establishing such a 
valuable scholarship and in being the first resident in Marlborough to encourage the cause of 
Education through the High School ; that the Board proposes with Mr. Carter's concurrence 
to inaugurate the scholarship as soon as teaching commences, and to name it "The Carter 
Scholarship.'" He said it was hardly necessary to say that Mr. Carter, next to the Chairman 
himself, was one of the oldest residents in the Province, and, as a member of the Board, had 
taken the greatest interest in the advancement of education. The object in view was a most 
desirable one, and he only wished that more settlers were in the same position as Mr. Carter 
to make similar provision for the progress of higher education in this district. Marlborough 
had always labored under some difficulties with regard to higher education; hitherto children 
had to be sent to Wellington, Nelson, or elsewhere, and many parents were not in a position 
to continue the education of their children. Now the High School was on the road to 
completion, and a number of scholarships were provided for by Act of Parliament, by the 
Board of Education, and one by Mr. Carter. Thus a large proportion of free places would be 
open to the general public.  
He need scarcely say that the Board would thoroughly endorse all he had said with reference 
to the generosity of Mr. Carter, and would heartily convey to that gentleman their 
appreciation of his liberal gift. Mr. Mills said it gave him very great pleasure to second a 
resolution appreciating such a public-spirited act as that performed by Mr. Carter. The Board 
would be gratified to inaugurate the scholarship. He was pleased to see that he had fallen in 



with the resolution passed by Parliament as to free places, providing for the substitution of 
scholarships and the living of a holder somewhere near the school. They would all endorse 
the sentiments ably expressed by Colonel Baillie.  
The Chairman said he would not like the resolution to pass silently on his part. He would 
particularly like to call the attention of the Board and the public, through the press, to the 
opportune nature of Mr. Carter's gift. The all knew the proverb "Bisdat gui cito dat" (he gives 
twice who gives quickly) ; and this donation was worth treble what it would have been worth 
if made twelve months hence. It enabled them to buy without difficulty a site of six acres, and 
to commence a building on a scale large enough for the future. Thus what was really their 
greatest difficulty had been overcome. Mr. McCullum spoke of the services Mr. Carter had 
rendered to education for many years ; and bore testimony to the indefatigable manner . 
which he had looked after the interests of the Board as a member of the Works Committee, in 
conjunction with Mr. Redwood and himself With regard to the present gift, it was not only a 
handsome one, but most opportune, as the Chairman had observed. The resolution was 
carried ; and a copy ordered to be forwarded to Mr. Carter, with an expression of regret that 
he was unable, through illness, to attend the meeting.  
OTHER MATTERS. On the motion of Mr. McCallum it was resolved;  
(1) that applications be invited for the position of Head master of the High School, salary 
£300, with house allowance of £40 a year until a residence is provided ;  
(2) that applications be invited by advertisement for the names of intending pupils, each name 
to be forwarded to the Secretary as soon as possible ; and that, if a sufficient number signify 
their desire to enroll names, teaching commence about the 6th of March next ;  
(3) that the fees be fixed at two guineas a quarter, and that entrants to the High School must 
show that they have passed the 4th Standard or its equivalent, the latter qualification to be 
decided by the Secretary (Mr. Smith), and fees to be paid in advance.  
All these motions were carried. The mover thought that the Board was in honor bound to start 
the school not later than April 1st. They could work on that assumption, and could make a 
stipulation with the Headmaster, if necessary, as to the date he would take up his duties. As 
for the erection of the building, even if they could not get it finished in due time, there were, 
he understood, people willing to place temporary accommodation at their disposal. He 
understood the Wesleyan denomination would be willing to give the use of a building on 
nominal terms. They should, at all events, get a good start in the High School in July or 
August.  
Mr. Parker said he had found a strong wish among parents to see the school started, but he 
had been unable to tell them what the fees would be. It was resolved that Mr. Mills, who is 
going to Wellington shortly, be asked to urge the Government to pay over immediately the 
special grant of £1000, for the purpose of paying for the land.  
Mr. J. White wrote offering the house belonging to the Clarke Estate, facing Waler (?) Street 
and adjoining the High School site, for the purpose of the master's residence. It could also be 
used as a temporary High School, and for boarding purposes. — The letter was referred to the 
Works Committee. In the course of discussion, it was estimated that the attendance at the 
High School at the first would be about 25. There will be the holders of the eight free places 
(or scholarships) provided by the Act, the holders of the three or four Board scholarships 
which now go to Nelson College, and the holder of the Carter scholarship. 
15th December 1899 Holidays.— A special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was 
held last  night to reconsider the question of the Christmas holidays, which at a formal 
meeting had been fixed at four weeks. The Education Board at its last meeting, it response to 
a request from the teachers, recommended that the vacation extend over  six weeks. The 
members of the Committee present at the meeting last night when Messrs.  W. H. Macey (in 
the chair), J. H Scott, J. Nicholas, B. James, S. Norgrove and F- Shaw. Mr. James proposed 



that the schools be closed for five weeks' holiday The meeting divided on the question ; the 
proposer and Messrs. Nicholas and Shaw voting for it, and the Chairman and Messrs. 
Norgrove and Scott against. The Chairman on his casting vote declared the motion lost,  and 
the holidays are therefore to be only four weeks' duration. 
18th December 1899  
MARLBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL.  
Parents and Guardians are invited to send into the Secretary as soon as possible the names of 
intending scholars for the High School. If a sufficient number signify their intention to enroll 
their names, teaching will commence about March 1st , 1900.  
The fees are fixed at £2 2s per quarter, payable in advance. Intending pupils must have passed 
the Fourth Standard, or be prepared to pass it or its equivalent, before the Secretary. JOHN 
SMITH, Secretary, Education Office, Blenheim, 12th  December, 1899. 
 


