
Blenheim (1878-1923),  
There was only ever one School Committee even though the school’s operated under a variety 
of schools from High school to Infants and with Redwood as a side school  
Note: The Marlborough Express has only been copied to Papers Past from 1868. There 
was a school in Blenheim before this date 

Pre 1877 
1868	
1st February 1868 LOCAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE.  
In accordance with advertisement, the annual meeting for the election of a Local Committee 
was held in the School-room, Blenheim, on Saturday last. The attendance was much larger than 
last year. The Rev. Mr. Butt was called to the chair.  
Mr. John T. Robinson proposed Mr. Collie, -which was seconded by Mr., G. Tate. Mr. Johnson 
proposed Mr. Litchfield, which was seconded by Mr. Emerson. Mr. J. Eyles proposed Mr. John 
T. Robinson, who, in declining, proposed Dr. Home, who he said had a number of children 
attending the school, and would therefore be likely to feel an interest in. their wellbeing and 
progress. He was moreover an intelligent man, in whom they might place confidence. He 
observed that the last committee had been much censured out of doors by persons who took no 
interest in the election, but were fond of fault finding when it was over. Not one of the 
committee was present, and they deserved blame, for they took no interest in the matter 
evidently. They had made no preparations for the meeting, having provided neither materials 
nor paper for the chair. Mr. Eyles seconded the motion. Mr. Hutcheson wished to know if Dr. 
Home had been asked to stand. He said the duties resolved themselves into a small compass. 
He (Mr. H,) had examined the school twice, and attended the examination. Mr. Kennedy had 
taken a little interest in the school, but Mr. Kitchen had not attended that he was aware of. As 
for the duties they were a something or nothing, and he would have pleasure in retiring. Mr. 
Russell proposed the re-election of Mr. Hutcheson. Mr. Kitchen (who had just entered the 
room) seconded the motion. Mr. Hutcheson suggested that the same course should be adopted 
as last year, and allow a member for the Bush (Big Bush later changed its name to Grovetown 
School) he cautioned them against a disposition to grasp all, and proposed that Mr. John 
Kennedy be re-elected for the Bush. Mr. John T. Robinson said he must repudiate the intention 
ascribed to them of attempting to grasp at all for this school, as certain members of the late 
committee had done. Mr. Russell then proposed Mr. Henderson, who had taken an interest in 
the school, but he did not know whether he would stand or not. Mr. Hutcheson seconded the 
motion. The names were then put to the meeting, when the numbers were Litchfield, 9 Collie, 7 
Henderson, 7 Home, 6 the being between Messrs. Collie and Henderson, the Chairman gave a 
casting vote for Mr. Henderson, whereupon a poll was demanded for Mr. Collie by Mr. John T. 
Robinson, and for Mr. Hutcheson by Mr.  Russell. Mr. Collie expressed great unwillingness in 
coming forward, not having taken part in any public matter for the last two years, and 
education among others but he had come forward now at the request of his friends, and, if 
elected, would do his best to serve them. A poll was then commenced, and the Chairman, as 
Returning Officer, received the votes of the householders until 4 p.in., when the numbers were 



declared to be as follows Litchfield, 60 Home, 38 Hutcheson, 36 Collie, 35 Henderson, 32, the 
three first being elected. A vote of thanks to the Chairman having been proposed and seconded, 
Mr. Henderson, in supporting it, said he had formerly been a member of the Board, and left it 
in disgust, because they could never do anything without referring to another body, and he 
trusted the new committee would endeavour to obtain some power and authority. The 
Chairman agreed that greater interest ought to be taken in the subject than had been hitherto, 
and remarked that everyone was excluded from entering the school except the Local 
Committee; He hoped that a higher state of improvement would be attained during the next 
year as for himself; he felt the door shut in his face. Mr. Collie thanked the electors for the 
support he had received, and compared the present system to the House of Lords, where 
everything done could be nullified by a superior power. He hoped the new Committee would 
push matters by calling upon the Inspector to make more frequent examinations. The Chairman 
trusted the members of the Provincial Council, whom he saw present, would endeavour to get 
the Act amended its great fault was in making the Executive, which was a political body, the 
Central Board, and consequent controlling power. The Nelson Act did not do so, and he 
believed it worked well. The proceedings then ended; There was little excitement apparent 
during the afternoon, but as parties kept arriving, it was quite evident that some influence was 
at work. Rumour says that one person interested was busily canvassing, and that he lent his 
horse to electors for the purpose of getting to the poll easily and quickly, waiting their return to 
proceed to their neighbours.  
29th February 1868 Mr. Morley, teacher of the Government School, Blenheim, has received a 
challenge addressed to his scholars, from Mr. Hawkes, on the part of the Picton School, on the 
following conditions That the first game be played at Picton, they promising a return match this 
season. That the players be strictly confined to boys either at present attending school, or who 
have done so within the last six months. Boys attending night classes to be strictly prohibited. 
That it take place within three weeks. 
21st March 1868 Education Act. The following notice has been posted to all the school teachers 
in the province Sir I am instructed by the Education Board to inform you that your services will 
not be required after the 30th day of June, now next. This notice is given you, pending any 
change which may be made in the Education Act by the Provincial Council, and it must be 
understood by you that should such arrangements be made by the Education Board as will 
enable them to retain their, present staff of teachers, due intimation will be made to you of the 
rescinding of the notice of the termination of your services. Thomas Williams, Secretary to 
Education Board." 
21st March 1868 1868 Census results. Number of children attending School 
Receiving Government Aid  
 Male Female Total 
Picton 74 69 143 
Wairau 33 42 75 
Cheviot 17 3 20 
Private Schools 
 Male Female Total 
Picton 13 31 44 



Wairau 26 26 52 
Cheviot 9 5 14 
Sunday Schools Only 
 Male Female Total 
Picton 5 12 17 
Wairau 32 32 64 
At Sunday and Day Schools 
 Male Female Total 
Picton 54 75 169 
Cheviot is the area around Kaikoura 
28th March 1868 Education Rate, 1867. As a considerable amount of arrears of rates and school 
fees for last year still remain unpaid, the Education Board has appointed Senior .Sergeant 
Emerson Collector, with authority to sue 
16th May 1868 EDUCATION NOTICE. IN accordance with the provisions of The 
Education Act, Session XI., No. 4, it is hereby notified that Monday, the Fifteenth day of 
June, 1868, between the hours of 9 a.m. 'and 4 p.in., is fixed for the payment of the 
Household Rate of Twenty shillings, for the year 1868, to be paid to the Schoolmaster or 
such other person as may be duly authorised to receive the same, at the School House in 
each district respectively, throughout the Province of Marlborough and notice is also 
given, that legal proceedings will be taken for the recovery of any rates not then paid. (20 
Shillings in March 1968 is equivalent to $2241, 94 in March 2016)  
11th July 1868 The Blenheim school will reopen on Monday Next  
26th December 1868 THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL. BLENHEIM.  
"Wednesday last was appointed for the usual distribution of prizes to the scholars prior to their 
breaking up for the Christmas holidays, and in common with a goodly number of parents and 
friends, we attended to witness the interesting ceremony. The prizes consisted of a number of 
handsome and entertaining books, provided by Mr. Morley and Miss McHutcheson, aided by a 
few contributions from friends.  
S. £. Muller, Esq., R.M., (Magistrate) presided, and prior to commencing the distribution, 
addressed the children. He remarked that we were on the close of another year, and expressed 
the pleasure he felt at again having the gratification of tendering to them rewards for diligence 
and attention to their studies. He very feelingly remarked on the absence of some [nine, we 
believe] to whom he had the pleasure of giving prizes last year, who, he was sorry to say, had 
passed from time to eternity. He regretted their absence, but still trusted that many of those 
present to whom he had given prizes on the last summer vacation, who would be more eligible 
on the present occasion. He remarked that many of the boys had joined the Cadet Corps, in 
doing which he had no doubt. they had a noble ambition of defending their country and homes 
when they were men nevertheless there was yet a battle to be fought at school, in which all 
should be engaged, from the smallest to the greatest, by enlisting in the ranks to do battle with 
those giants— Ignorance, Idleness, &c. He illustrated how derogatory it was for any to become 
a dunce at school. He concluded by urging upon them the necessity and advisability of 
improving the present time and opportunities for without education, whatever else they may 
possess, they literally: had nothing. He trusted he should find that improvement since last year 



which he anticipated. Dr. Muller then proceeded to distribute the prizes to the scholars named 
below, accompanying each gift with a few kindly and affectionate words in season  
Girls. Class I. For reading and good conduct 4th Division. Mary Botham, 1 Jane Russell, 2. 3rd 
Division Elizabeth Howard, 1 Mary Jeffries, 2. 2nd Division Jane Thompson, 1 Mary Craig, 2. 
For reading and spelling Minnie Craig, 1 Martha Howard and Eleanor Botham (both equal), 2. 
Class II. For reading and spelling Henrietta Craig, 1 Mary Moran, 2 
Class III. For reading and spelling Cecilia Eyles, 1 Theresa S. Carroll, 2. 
Class IV. For reading, grammar, spelling, geography, and arithmetic Bithiah Chuck, 1 Jane 
Craig, 2.  
Class V. For reading, &c. Janet Thompson. For elocution Janet Thompson, 1 Elizabeth 
McDonald, 2. For good conduct Jane Dalziel.  
Boys. Class I. For reading and good conduct 4th Division. William Kitchen, 1 James Emerson, 
2. 3rd Division John McKinley, 1 William J. Gorrie, 2. 2nd Division Francis S. Hutcheson, 1 
Walter Rae, 2. For reading and spelling G. Maxted, 1 William Dalziel, 2.  
Class II. For reading and spelling William Farmar, 1 Arthur Clarke, 2.  
Class III. For reading, spelling, grammar, geography, and arithmetic William Hutcheson, and 
Arthur E. G. Rae, both equal.  
Class IV. For reading, &c, English history, and arithmetic Alfred Clarke.  
Class V.— For reading, &c, with general history, and arithmetic 1st Division. John Hutcheson. 
2nd Division: Roderick McIvor, 1; Benjamin S. Penny, 2. For elocution Benjamin S. Penny, 1 
John Hutcheson, 2.  
Separate prizes were given for good conduct as follows Benjamin Simpson Penny, John 
Hutcheson, Alfred Clarke, and William Hutcheson.  
Pieces were recited in the course of the presentation as follows 
 "The Miller and the King," by W. Hutcheson The Humming Bird," by A. E. G. Rae "The 
Summer Morning Song," by A. Clarke "Love of Country," and "Young Lochinvar," by John 
Hutcheson Excelsior, by R. McIver and The Arab's Farewell to Ms Steed," by B. S Penny. The 
last named gained, and deserved the prize.  
After distributing the prizes Dr. Muller again addressed the children briefly, and said there was 
a marked improvement upon the last year. He called., upon them to give three cheers for their 
master and mistress, and to come back after the holidays with fresh determination to work as 
hard as they could, When the cheers had subsided Mr. J. M. Hutcheson called for a repetition 
for Dr. Muller, who had again kindly come here to address them with kindly words of 
encouragement; and one more for his lady. Vigorous cheering ensued, after which Dr. Muller 
returned thanks, stating that he felt more pleasure in presiding over them than in presiding at 
the Court House, where he hoped never to see any of them. The scholars were then dismissed 
until Monday, January 25 
There are no more Marlborough Papers in Papers Past until 1873 

1873	
11th January 1873 The Council then adjourned and sat as the Education Board. The Auditor's 
fees and Secretary's salary were ordered to be paid. Messrs. Henderson and Hodson declined to 
be re-elected on the School Committee. The election of the Committee was deferred till next 



meeting. — Mr. Nosworthy gave notice of motion for the election, and that the Committee be 
not less than four. The Board then adjourned 
15th January 1873 EDUCATION BOARD. George Henderson Esq., in the chair. After the 
usual preliminaries, the Auditor's fees £1 Is, I at 10s 6d each, was ordered to be paid, and the 
Secretary's salary £4 14s.  
With reference to the appointment of a School Committee, Mr. Henderson said it was not his 
intention to stand for re-election; he was also authorized to state that Mr. Hodson would also 
retire, as owing to other engagements he could not attend. After some conversational remarks it 
was determined to let the election stand over, Mr. Henderson promising to act until the new 
committee were appointed; he also spoke very highly of Mr. Collie's services on the 
committee, but knew nothing of his intentions, as Mr. Collie was out of town. Mr. Nosworthy 
gave notice to move at next meeting, "That a School Committee be appointed, to consist of not 
less than four persons." The Board then adjourned. 
25th January 1873 The promoters of a better class of boys' school for Blenheim having received 
a communication from a suitable master, are anxious to receive the names of all parents who 
are well disposed towards the object, and in another column request them to communicate with 
Mr. Bagge, Chief-Postmaster 
5th February 1873 EDUCATION BOARD. 
After the confirmation of the minutes, Mr. Nosworthy moved, That the Board now proceed to 
the election of the School Committee, and that the said Committee consist of no less than four 
persons.  
The proceedings took a somewhat conversational form when Mr. Hodson said that 
notwithstanding his previous intention to withdraw from: the Committee, he would be willing 
to stand if the number was increased to four, which would enable the Committee to get a 
quorum should he be absent. Mr. George Henderson on being asked to stand for nomination 
stated that he could not do so. Mr. Hodson urged him very strongly to reconsider the matter, 
and pressed for the reason of his resignation. Mr. Henderson said that being pressed for his 
reason he would state that it arose to a certain extent from a feeling which he could not 
suppress. He felt that he could, not work with them as he had clone. The vote of the Council 
last year had wounded him in his tenderesh feelings, and had ho not been elected mayor again, 
he certainly should not have occupied a seat among them. He could not therefore consent to sit 
on the Committee, he felt that he had. been insulted by the Council, and he was so hurt in his 
mind that until that was removed— and he hoped the Council would someday rescind the vote 
he alluded to — he could not do as he had done previously. They would have found him a most 
willing horse if he had been treated with even common courtesy, but he must still persist in his 
former resolution and decline to be on the Committee. Mr. Hodson in the most earnest manner 
urged Mr. Henderson to forget all unpleasantness, and appealed to him as a fellow townsman to 
take his place on the Committee, stating that lie had abilities which peculiarly qualified him for 
the duties of that office, and asked him to accept it as a personal favor to himself. Mr. Hodson 
followed, and expressed his hope that Mr. Henderson as Mayor of the Town would take his 
place on the School Committee. The Chairman, however,' still declined to be nominated. The 
following persons wore then named: — Messrs. Hodson, Litchfield, Collier, Dr. Muller, 
Hutcheson, Nosworthy, Farmar, and Waddy. Some difference of opinion appeared to exist as to 
nominating parsons outside of the Council, and Messrs. Farmar and Nosworthy declined to act. 



Mr. Connell then moved that the Committee consist of five persons- three to form a quorum, 
which was carried. It was then moved by Mr. Hodson, and carried, That the nomination and 
election of the School Committee stand over till next meeting night. The Board then adjourned 
15th February 1873 OUR SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Sir, — In a late report of the proceedings of the Education Board, I noticed the nomination of a 
school committee for the present year, and as the election has not yet taken place, I should like 
to ask one question: viz., Have the members of that Board the right to delegate the functions of 
the School Committee to persons' who are not ratepayers? It appears to me doubtful whether 
such persons are likely to have the real' interest of the school, and the ratepayers at heart by 
obtaining in all branches of the departments the best possible value for the least necessary cost. 
Independent of which, I question whether any such person has any right to such a position. 
Those who pay the taxes should alone have the power.  
I am, &c, 
A Ratepayer 
2nd April 1873 It is very necessary and important to the well-being of the rising generations that 
our Schools should be' well and properly overlooked, and that the best and most suitable 
persons should be chosen for that duty. Such was the intention of the Blenheim Education 
Board when they recently appointed a School Committee. They looked around very 
deliberately, and then appointed Messrs. Henderson, Hodson, and Collie (the retiring 
members), with Messrs. Waddy and W. Nosworthy, as a Committee for the current year. But it 
appears that, while this selection was one in which the Board had confidence, and presumably 
to the satisfaction of the public generally, it was not so to all the gentlemen themselves — or 
rather, let us be precise and say, to one of them. A meeting was called for Saturday week by 
Mr. Collie, who was Chairman of the late Committee, but the only person who attended was 
Mr. W. Nosworthy. Messrs. 'Henderson and Hodson were out of town, Mr. Waddy declined to 
act, and Mr. Collie objects to work with Mr. Nosworthy, consequently there is a dead-lock, and 
the affairs of the School are at a standstill ! Indeed we believe Mr. Collie holds the view that as 
the old Committee had worked together very smoothly, so in all cases it should consist of 
persons who were personal friends. Such a doctrine is all very well theoretically, but is not 
calculated to prove advantageous to the Schools or indeed in any other body, for it is out of the 
conflict of opinions that truth comes. But we do not desire to go into the reasons which actuate 
him in the desire to usurp the powers of the Board by seeking to become the sole elector ; it is 
sufficient for us that such is the hard fact, and we think the public ought to be made aware of it. 
There are several matters connected with these schools which call for remark, arid need 
attention, had we the time and inclination to go into them. Among these we may say we are 
dissatisfied with the appearance of the financial affairs of the Schools. It is true we know little 
about them, but that is the fault of the Committee. The Education Act provides that an audited 
statement of accounts shall be published yearly, showing what monies have been received, and 
how they have been dealt with, but no such account has yet been published, and a quarter of 
another year has gone by. We have reason to believe that the account books themselves are in a 
far from satisfactory position, that those pay school fees who are so disposed, while others are 
suffered to go into arrears. During last year it was attempted to collect arrears of old standing 
which in many cases were disputed; some of these amounted to £8 or £9 in a hand, and were 
squeezed out of the poor people, some of whom could ill afford it, and others unable to pay 



such a serious sum, by a process in the Resident Magistrate's Court, whilst others have been let 
alone. All these might well have been forgiven in accordance with the provisions of the Act on 
commencing a new system, without any great hardship to anyone. 
We repeat the state of tilings appears far from satisfactory, and it is to, be hoped that the 
Education Board, whose duty it is, will institute an inquiry into the matter •without any delay 
9th April 1873 EDUCATION BOARD. 
William Nosworthy, Esq., in the chair. CORRESPONDENCE. Letters were received from Mr. 
W. Collie, Chairman of the late School Committee, apologizing for the delay in publishing the 
school accounts, and from Mr.,    B. O. Waddy, respectfully declining to act on | School 
Committee in consequence of other engagements. Mr. James T. Robinson asked for 
information as to whether it was true that the affairs of the Committee had come to a dead lock 
.in consequence of Mr. Collie having refused to act with one of the gentlemen who had been 
elected. Mr. H. Dodson said he had heard the same rumour, and had spoken to Mr. Collie on 
the matter. Mr. Collie had then told him that he was quite willing to act with the gentlemen 
who had been elected. He (Mr. ET.) thought that all that had been said outside was not quite 
correct. The Chairman made a few explanatory remarks, and the subject dropped. Mr. Dodson 
proposed Mr. C. B. Taylor as a member of the School Committee in the room of Mr. Waddy 
resigned. Mr. Hutcheson seconded the proposition, and after some trifling discussion Mr. 
Taylor y' was unanimously elected. AUDITORS. Messrs. R. D. Nosworthy and Angus. 
McLauchlan were appointed Auditors of School Accounts, at a fee of 10s 6d each. Secretary’s 
salary. Proposed by the Chairman and carried, that the sum of £2 15s, be paid as the Secretary's 
salary. It was also resolved that the Chairman of the Committee be instructed to publish the 
accounts as soon as audited. The Board then adjourned. 
21st June 1873 EDUCATION BOARD. J. M. Hutcheson, Esq., took the chair. A letter was 
received from the Chairman of the School Committee complaining of the smallness of the girls' 
school, and suggesting several modes of enlarging the school accommodation. Mr. Nosworthy 
moved that the School Committee be requested to employ Mr. Douslin to examine the present 
buildings, and to report to the Committee as to the most advisable plan to adopt. Mr. Litchfield 
in seconding the motion said the present building was an ugly old barn of a place, and it was 
likely that in a few years they would be compelled to build a new school altogether. After some 
few remarks from Mr. Connal, as to the state of the funds, the motion was carried, 
Mr. Nosworthy moved that a rate pf two pence in the pound be levied for educational purposes, 
in; accordance with the Education Act, 1870. -' He said although  the Borough of Blenheim had 
not been rated to the maximum allowed by the Act, they still found it, necessary to T levy a 
rate of twopence, and not as had been erroneously stated by some of the [County^ members in 
the Provincial Council, that we required no rate at all. The publican’s licenses appeared to be a 
cause of much jealousy, but they were far from sufficient to meet the education requirements of 
the Borough. He therefore moved for a twopenny rate 
The Chairman fully approved of the motion, which was carried unanimously. Mr. Nosworthy 
stated that in consequence of some unforeseen circumstances, the School Committee had 
lapsed. He would therefore move that the members be re-appointed for the remaining six 
months of the current year. . The motion was seconded, and passed without discussion, and the 
Board adjourned.  



30th July 1873 Blenheim, June 30, 1873. " Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 25th instant, requesting to be furnished with particulars of cost for certain 
alterations proposed to be made to the Public School, Blenheim. No 1, as proposed by Mr. 
Collie, estimated cost ... ... ... 60 No 2 ... ... ... ... 90 No 3 ... ... ... ... 350 "For enlarging the 
Girls' School I would recommend Plan No 2, of removing the South wall back twelve-feet, 
which would increase the room to double the present size ; also reshingling the present portion 
of the  
Girl's School, estimated cost £20. I would recommend the two Dormers in the roof to be 
renewed, the roof reshingled, and piles and plate fixed under the whole of the building; 
estimated cost, £40.  
“I have the honor to be, Sir, “Your obedient Servant, (Signed) “William Douslin, "Architect." " 
W. Collie, Esq., Chairman of Committee." Report of the Blenheim Borough Schools 
Committee for the year 1872. " The Committee of the Borough Schools have always felt it was 
exceedingly desirable that the Education Board should be furnished with an account of the 
proceedings of the Committee from year to year, to be satisfied of the state of education in the 
schools, and of the duties of the Committee having been duly performed. "The Chairman has to 
apologize personally for the report of the Committee for last year not having been sooner 
drawn up, and begs now to submit' the same to the attention of the Board. It appeared to the 
Chairman in the circumstances that it would be more satisfactory if the report were extended to 
include transactions up to the present time, and accordingly this has been done. " The account 
of the receipts and expenditure of the Committee for the year 1872 has been only passed by the 
Auditors, and will be at once published as required by the Act. "The Salaries of teachers and all 
expenses incurred in Committee with the Schools up to the present time have been paid. "The 
previous year a competent person had been appointed to collect arrears and current accounts of 
school fees, but latterly the Chairman has considered it better to have accounts collected under 
his own immediate direction. He considers it advisable to take a firm stand in collecting 
accounts quickly, otherwise constant trouble may be expected, with a financial loss. "The 
Committee have found the collection of fees on account of children not attending any school 
beset with difficulty and expense, and fear that without compulsory returns this part of the Act 
may be a comparatively dead letter, although wherever glaring cases may appear of children 
not being sent to a school, and thereby being deprived by their parents of the means of 
education, the Committee will exercise its rights and compel payment of fees. "The Committee 
has instituted a system of monthly accounts for school fees and books. These are made out on 
printed forms and delivered by the Teachers, and the arrangement has been found to work 
satisfactorily. "The number of Scholars attending the Schools has materially increased, 
upwards of 150 being now on the books. " The preservation andappearar.ee of the school 
buildings and master's house have been consulted by having them re-painted. The School fence 
has had to undergo considerable repair, and is now in good condition. "During the summer 
months it was manifest that the Girls Schoolroom was too small for the number of scholars 
attending it, and an application was made for the sanction of the Education Board to the 
necessary enlargement. The Architect's report which accompanies this, will give the Board the 
necessary information on this head, as also on the absolute necessity (commented on in a 
previous communication of the Chairman's) for putting fresh piles, &c, under the buildings ; 
also for re-shingling the old parts of the roofing. " Towards the internal management of the 



Schools the Committee carefully drew up and caused to be printed, a set of rules to be fixed in 
a conspicuous place in the respective school rooms. Enclosed is a copy of the same. " Whilst 
seeing the necessity for regulating the general routine of the Schools, the Committee 
considered that the most important task of all had yet to be undertaken, namely, the regulation 
of the course of instruction. They felt that the responsibility for the efficiency of the Education 
provided rested upon them, and that therefore it was their duty to lay down a system of which 
they approved. This was done in the form of a separate Time and Lesson Table for each 
School. The Committee could thus guarantee that all the necessary branches of Education 
received their due share of attention, and that whoever might be Teacher in either of the 
Schools at any time, there should be no uncertainty as to the education anticipated, and the 
necessity for exercising a constant care, even if disappointment should not be experienced, 
might thereby be avoided. The Committee individually were well aware that they were 
introducing a perfect innovation into the duties of a School Committee, but entertaining strong 
convictions upon its expediency they were prepared to take the responsibility. The several 
members of the Committee for last year devoted some time to the matter— examined drafts 
submitted by the Teachers— and thoroughly extended the course into as complete a form as a 
first essay in such a direction permitted. Any of the provisions in the Tables which have been 
adopted will be subject to alteration at any time as improvement and progress may suggest. 
There is a perfect understanding between the Committee and the Teachers, that the Committee 
lay upon themselves the responsibility, and that the teachers zealously carry out the course as 
laid down and timed in the table. The paramount importance of the system initiated will induce 
the Committee to devote the necessary attention to see that it is fairly and advantageously 
applied. " By order of the Committee, " William Collie, " Chairman. "Blenheim, July 7, 1873." 
9th August 1873 BLENHEIM SCHOOL REPORT. 
Sir, — Will you be good enough to inform me through your columns when the meeting was 
held at which Mr. Collie was appointed Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee for the 
present year ? I have hesitated to write till the present time because I thought someone else 
would have taken up the consideration of the extraordinary report which appeared in your 
columns last week, but as no one else comes forward, I venture to say a few words. Then, Sir, 
allow me to repeat the query with which I began, and enquire how and by whom Mr. Collie 
was appointed Chairman ? My reason for asking is because I read in the Express that at a 
recent meeting of the Education Board, Mr. W. Nosworthy moved for the re-appointment of 
the School Committee on account of no meeting having up to that time been held, which had 
caused their election to lap-e. Yet oddly enough Mr. Collie's school report is dated July 7, and 
covers papers dated July 15, and June 28. There is something very odd and irregular about the 
whole affair, and it seems to me that the singular document is the production of the self-styled 
Chairman, for he tells us in it that he is " personally responsible " for it. This acknowledgment 
will not, however, free the Committee from the charge of neglecting their duty in not 
publishing their annual accounts until over six months beyond the time provided in the Act. 
Can it be that the Committee has left the whole care and management of the Schools of Mr. 
Collie ? The Chairman tells us that the number of scholars attending the Schools has materially 
increased, and that there are 150 now on the books. Now I would not call this statement in 
question if I thought it at all nearly correct. We all know that no less than seven rival schools 
have sprung up within the Borough very lately, and all have a greater or lesser number of 



pupils which they have taken from the Borough Schools. I should like to know from some of 
the Committee what the average daily attendance has been for the last year ; for the last quarter 
of it ; and the last month. The number of names on the books is of little value, if none are ever 
struck off. There are several other little matters in the report deserving attention, but I shall 
now only suggest that it would have been as well if it had ' said something about the health of 
the  scholars, as I believe that some disorder has been prevalent in the schools for some months 
past.— l am, &c, • • A Dissatisfied Parent 
20th August 1873 EDUCATION BOARD. 
G. Henderson, Esq., in the Chair. The preliminary business having been disposed of Mr. J. E. 
Hodson tendered his resignation as a member of the School Committee, stating as his reason 
for so doing that his business engagements prevented him from fulfilling the duties. Mr. 
Connal said he very much regretted the fact that Mr. Hodson found it so absolutely necessary 
to give up his attendance to the School Committee, but as he assured the Board that he could 
not attend they were bound to accept the resignation, and in consideration of his long and 
valuable services he felt sure a cordial vote of thanks would be recorded. The Chairman said he 
had much pleasure in expressing his high appreciation of Mr. Hodson's services in connection 
with the Schools, and the vote of thanks had his warmest support ; at the same time he must 
regret the loss of Mr. Hodson' s assistance, 
Mr. Hodson thanked the Board for its kind recognition of his services, and assured them that 
he would not have resigned if he could have possibly attended to the duties. ; :          
ENLARGEMENT  AND REPAIRS. On the motion of Mr. Nosworthy a rate of 2d in the 
pound was made upon the Borough Assessment for the purposes of Education. : Mr. Douslin's 
report on the enlargement and repairs to the School Building was read, and after mature 
consideration plan No. 2, as proposed by the Committee was adopted at an estimated cost of 
£130. The Chairman, said while they were putting new piles and ground plates under the 
building, he thought it would be advisable to raise it above all ordinary floods ; the School had 
been so wet during the past week that the children had not been able to attend, and in fact the 
floor was not yet dry. He understood from the Secretary that the extra cost would be about £20. 
Mr. Connal seconded the proposition which was carried. The  Secretary's salary for the quarter 
ending June 30th, was ordered to be paid, and the Board adjourned. 
23rd August 1873 That there is some ground for an enquiry as to, the. way in which our 
Borough Schools are being managed is fast becoming a settled conviction in the minds of many 
of the inhabitants. As a proof we may state that the School Committee have not met once 
during the year, since their appointment, while a person who is not even a ratepayer is allowed 
to usurp the office of Chairman, and rule the schools in any way he may fancy, and even 
supply them with goods at his discretion. We know too that the accounts of 'the schools are in a 
state of almost inextricable confusion. We might go further and point out that the inner conduct 
of the schools is being tampered with. to the detriment of the children who are sent there, but 
this is a fact discoverable by any parent who uses the schools, and it was not altogether without 
cause that Mr. Ward made the remarks he did during the late -Session. We need only point out 
the fact that while a short time ago there was but the Borough Schools in this locality we now 
have no less than ten within the Borough, besides one just outside the boundary. Their rapid 
increase shows plainer than any words that the Borough Schools are not giving satisfaction. We 
have also been told by persons who ought to know that there is a very considerable amount 



outstanding' in the form of school-fees, which, had a proper system of keeping accounts been 
observed would have long since been collected — indeed they ought never to have accrued had 
method and order obtained. The result is that a larger sum than necessary has to be levied from 
the ratepayers at large to make up for the misfeasances of the few. We consider that the truth of 
these allegations ought to be enquired into, and trust that our laying them before the public will 
have that effect. If not, we shall feel it our duty to recur to the subject. " ' .. 
30th August 1873 THE BLENHEIM SCHOOLS 
Sir, l notice that notwithstanding the article in last week's Express, upon the wretched state of 
the affairs of the Blenheim Borough Schools, one of the Committee has had" the audacity to 
issue a notice not only still styling himself "Chairman" of the School Committee, but stating 
that he has 1 - appointed another Collector of School fees, who is empowered to sue for the 
same. This is really too had, since no meeting of the School Committee has been held since 
their appointment to this day. I have further to say that I am in arrears for School Fees which I 
refuse to pay, and I defy either the so called " Chairman" or the Collector to sue me under 
existing circumstances.— I am, &c., A Dissatisfied Parent. Blenheim, August 29th, 1873. 
1st Oct 1873 OUR TOWN SCHOOLS. 
With ourselves many of our Town readers "will be glad to find that at last the Education  Board 
has taken cognizance of the anomalous state of affairs in connection with the- Borough 
Schools, and it will shortly be seen whether the charges alleged in our columns from time to 
time have any foundation in fact or, not. Six months ago we stated that Mr. Collie had 
determined not to act with the then recently appointed School Committee, and that he would 
not call them together, but the Board , was then assured, by Mr. Dodson that Mr. Collie had no 
such objection. It is a fact, nevertheless, however "incredible it may seem, that from that day to 
this the School Committee has not met, although the year is in its last quarter. Some of the 
Committee have now retired, we presume in disgust, and others are anxious- to do so, feeling 
the false position in which they have been placed ; while Mr. Collie, announcing himself as 
Chairman, has been acting solus, managing the schools, appointing officers and discharging 
others, and — in fact, monopolising the whole affair.. Again, for the second time, the 
Committee has lapsed without having held a single meeting. We hope that the Education Board 
will institute no halfhearted examination into the matter, but will call upon the auditors, 
collectors, arid teachers for the fullest possible information as to the way in which the business 
and interests of our Schools have been conducted. ; 
1st Oct 1873 THE EDUCATION BOARD. 
Mr. H. Dodson in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and the 
Secretary's salary for the quarter ending September 30th, ordered to be paid. THE BOROUGH 
SCHOOLS. Mr. W. Nosworthy said he -wished to tender his resignation as a member of the 
School Committee ; he was elected to that position in March last, and attended at the proper 
time, but no other members were present, and from that time to the expiration of the quarter no 
meeting was held, and the Committee lapsed ; at the end of that term he was re-appointed with 
the rest of the Committee for the remainder of the year, but another three months had passed 
over and the Committee was again defunct in consequence of its non-fulfilment of the duties 
assigned to it. He had been informed on good authority that one member of that Committee had 
declared that he would not act so long as he (Mr. Nosworthy) was a member and meetings of 
the Committee had not been called in consequence. He had no desire to obstruct the business of 



that body, and that was the only reason he had for wishing to resign. The Chairman of the 
Committee had transacted all the business, whether he had privately consulted other members 
of the Committee or not he (Mr. Nosworthy) was not aware, but he had not been consulted at 
all events, and no meeting had been held during the whole period since March last. Mr. 
Griffiths said if the Committee had lapsed he" could not see how Mr. Nosworthy could resign, 
or the Board accept his resignation. The Chairman said he thought the Board was not altogether 
blameless in this matter, and he could not understand how any member could object to act with 
anyone who had been appointed by the Board ; he thought such objection was disrespectful to 
the Board, and it was their duty to take the matter up. If the Committee had lapsed by 
neglecting to perform its duties he believed the Education Board was fully competent to take 
the management of the schools into its own hands. It certainly was very unseemly that the 
Committee should not have met through the alleged opposition of any one individual, and such 
disrespect to the Board ought to be enquired into. (Mr. Nosworthy : that is just my opinion.) He 
(Mr. Dodson) was of opinion that Mr. Nosworthy's resignation was not necessary. Mr. 
Nosworthy had no desire to be an obstructionist, although he had been forced into that position 
by the action of the Chairman of the School Committee. At the same time he would call 
attention to the fact that he had shown his willingness to work with the Committee as the 
minutes of the Board would show ; that he had always moved the adoption of the proposals 
sent up by the Committee to the Board. Mr. Griffiths asked if the Committee did exist or not ? 
The Chairman was of opinion that it had decidedly lapsed. On the question being put it was 
decided that Mr. Nosworthy's resignation could not be accepted. Mr. Griffiths proposed that the 
Secretary of the Board write to Mr. Collie, requesting to be informed why the School 
Committee had not been called together, and the usual meetings held. The motion was carried. 
Mr. Griffiths gave notice to move at next meeting, That a School Committee be appointed for 
the remainder of the current year. The meeting then adjourned. 
15th  October 1873 BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
Mr. Alexander was unanimously appointed Secretary to the Board. Proposed by Mr. Watts, 
seconded by Mr. Godfrey, That the Secretary's salary be £20 for the year. Proposed by Mr. 
Jeffrey, seconded by Mr. Smith, That the salary, be £15. For Mr. Watts' motion, Messrs. Watts, 
Tripe, and Godfrey. For Mr. Jeffrey's amendment, Messrs. Smith, Philpotts. and Jeffrey. Mr. 
Godfrey gave his casting vote in favour of the  £20 Mr. Jeffrey" was appointed Treasurer, and 
Messrs. A. P. Seymour, E; T. Conolly, Colonel Western, T. Williams. J. R. Gard, and S. 
Swanwick we c appointed School Committee. Resolved— That the Education Rate, be Id in 
the one pound, Mr. Watts' amendment of one halfpenny not being seconded. A lengthy report 
from the late Committee was received and read; after which the Board adjourned. 
18th October 1873   THE EDUCATION BOARD. 
Present, all the members except Messrs. Henderson and Hodson. H. Dodson, Esq., in the chair. 
The minutes having been passed, the Secretary read a copy of the letter sent by order of the 
Board to the Chairman of the School Committee. 
Mr. Collie's reply was then read and its tone seemed to take the Board so completely by 
surprise, that no audible remarks were made until just as the Secretary was proceeding to read 
an official report from the same person, when Cr Robinson said that he must protest against 
receiving any report from a person who could use such language as that which they had just 
heard, towards members of that Board, or any Committee appointed by them. He would not be 



dictated to by Mr. Collie or anyone else, and most sincerely regretted that Mr. Collie had so far 
forgotten himself. He had proposed Mr. Collie as a member of the School Committee because 
he always considered him well qualified for such a duty, and he was extremely sorry to find 
how much he had been mistaken. 
The Chairman said he could not in his present position, or as a member of that Board, consent 
to hold any communication with a person who could use such language as "political 
miscreants" toward any member of the Board ; he considered the whole tone of the letter 
insulting in the extreme. He regretted it very much, but he must object to receive either the 
letter or the report. Mr. Griffiths said there could be no difference of opinion as to the nature of 
the letter before them, and it was only a waste of time to attempt any discussion on such a 
subject. [A voice here made a very uncomplimentary allusion to the writer.] He would propose 
that the Board proceed to the election of a School Committee. 
The Chairman said he did not wish to dictate to the reporters, but he hoped as a mark of respect 
to the Board that the contents of Mr. Collie's letter would not be published, and proposed that it 
be returned by the Secretary to Mr. Collie. He thought the best thing the Board could do was 
for the present to take the management of the Schools into its own hands, as it was very 
evidently high time to assert their position and take charge. 
Mr. Robinson thought it was doubtful if any Committee would be willing to act while the 
affairs of the schools were in such a state of confusion. 
Mr. Griffiths was of opinion that the entire Board would not get through the business so well as 
a small Committee, and he thought the best thing to do first of all was to elect one as small as 
the Act would allow,  
Some discussion then followed on the provisions of the Education Act in which Messrs. 
Connal, Robinson, Griffiths, Litchfield, and the Chairman took part. The unanimous opinion of 
the Board was that the Committee formerly appointed was defunct, having never performed 
any one of its duties ; that Mr. Collie was usurping the functions of Chairman, as lie had not 
been re-elected after, the lapsing of the first Committee ; and that he was simply taking 
advantage of£ the vagueness of the law on that point, in assuming his present dictatorial 
position. Mr. Griffiths proposed the following gentlemen as a School Committee— Dodson, 
Litchfield, Connal, and Nosworthy. The Chairman said he should like to add the name of Mr. 
Farmar, as he had always taken a great interest in the Borough Schools. Mr. Griffiths had much 
pleasure in agreeing to the proposal. Mr. Robinson seconded the appointment of the committee, 
as he believed they were' all good men, and members of the Board ; had there been any one 
proposed from outside lie should have opposed the motion. The resolution was then carried 
unanimously. Mr. Connal proposed that the Secretary be instructed to write to. the ex-chairman 
Collie, and inform him that a committee had been elected of which he was not a member. The 
motion was carried. An account from Mr. Johnson for £2 10s 3d, for printing and advertising 
was then passed, and the Board adjourned. SCHOOL COMMITTEE:. The Chairman of the 
Board having vacated his seat, the members of the School Committee held a meeting and 
appointed Mr. Connal as their Chairman. He was also duly empowered to see Mr. Collie and 
obtain from him all books and accounts, and to take possession of the School buildings and 
arrangements in the name Of the School Committee 
25th October 1873 MR.. COLLIE'S DEFENCE. 



Sir, — It is not my intention to dwell very long on a very paltry subject, hut the astounding 
egotism of Mr. Collie as exhibited in his letters in the News, certainly calls for some remark. 
The adage " That none are so blind as those who will not see," is fully verified by the boastful 
defence of our would-be Educational Dictator. For the sincere desire to do the best they could 
for the rising generation I give all the members of the Committee, even Mr. Collie included, 
full credit, but as to their fitness for the- task, I have my own opinions. I don't think either of 
the gentlemen were posted up in the science of teaching. Mr. Henderson, greatly to his credit 
be it spoken, I have always understood to be a self-made man, Mr. Hodson by his own 
admission had too many business engagements to attend to the duties of the Committee, and 
even had it been otherwise, I have my own reasons for thinking that he has not had much 
experience with large public schools. As for Mr. Collie, lie has always exhibited admired so 
full of fads and crochets, that I do not consider him fit to have the command of anything ; his 
fussiness and self-assertion appears however to have overawed his fellow Committee-men, 
whose pliant submission to his views he has been pleased to eulogise as politeness. After 
getting the affairs of the School into such a mess, that " the Gordian knot of it " even old Harry 
himself could not untie, Mr. Collie refuses to act with those gentlemen whom the Board 
appointed for what he calls " personally good and just reasons." And mark the line he takes, 
either extremely cunning or extremely foolish (you know extremes meet), he creates a dilemma 
and then takes advantage of it. He prevents a Chairman being elected to supersede him, and 
then nobly determines to stand by his post and discharge its duties ?" Was there ever greater 
bosh attempted to be thrust down the throats of reasoning men ? If he was so anxious to be 
mercifully relieved of the onerous duties he had previously volunteered to perform, why did he 
not resign like a man, and not cling like a fractious child to the toy which proved too heavy for 
him to play with? Can anybody explain to me the sense of the following statement. " I had no 
authority to recognize a reappointment? " What authority did Mr. Collie require ? Did he not 
tacitly admit the power of the Board to appoint a Committee when he refused to meet the men 
who had been appointed, and who was the only one who attended t-» his duty ? Could he have 
insulted  the Board more grossly than in refusing to accept their appointment ? Ail Mr. Collie's 
gas about the years he has devoted to the public service without fee or reward, the public know 
how to appreciate ; and the paltry shuffle with which he seeks to evade 1 he responsibility of 
his own misguided insolence is so extremely transparent that no one will need spectacles to 
see. through it. I have already said more on this contemptible squabble than I intended, so will 
conclude by signing myself Philo-Veritas. SIR, — I see that Mr. Collie has published the letter 
he sent to the Education Board, and another long letter in which he says he was not 
disrespectful to that body, and I must say that I differ with him in his view of the application  of 
the offensive words. To whom was the letter addressed — who was interfering with him — but 
the Board ? He further says that just upon the imminent lapse of office of one who had 
laboured for years he was unreasonably treated, how does this correspond with the report he 
made to the Committee, that he had been informed that the new Committee was legally elected 
? If this was the case then there was only justice carried out by the Board. How is it he thanks 
two members of the late Committee, what have the other two done ? I would also ask Mr. 
Collie what he has done for the School but draw out the plans he mentions, for as to anything 
else (according to rumour) it is in inextricable confusion ? How large a proportion of the school 
fees have been collected during the last two or three years, and where is the data for the new 



committee to collect them from ? I may tell Mr. Collie that this confusion of accounts is 
thought by many to be more likely to be the correct reason for not calling the Committee 
together, than all his talk about "political miscreants," or anything else ; and when the list of 
these fees is correctly tabulated he may get the apology he says is owing him. I cannot make 
out where Messrs. Henderson and Hodson (such men of good business habits) have allowed 
such a loose system of accounts to have gone on, and I suppose it would have gone on for ever 
till the Board stepped in as they have done. — I am, &c, Camera. 
19th November 1873  EDUCATION BOARD. 
A meeting of the Education Hoard was held on the same clay, when were present the 
Chairman, and Messrs. Ingles, Keene, and Davidson. The minutes having been confirmed, it 
was resolved — 1. That the  accounts be audited up to 30th June last, and that Mr. J. 13. 
Williams be appointed as Auditor.  
2. That the sum of 15s lOd be paid to the Proprietor of the Express  for printing and 
advertising. 3. That the Treasurer be authorised to pay the salaries of the school teachers, find 
draw his own salary up to 30th September 
20th December 1873 EDUCATION BOARD. 
W. Nosworthy, Esq., in the chair. The minutes having been confirmed, the Secretary and 
Treasurer read the annual Statement of Accounts. The Chairman moved that the accounts be 
adopted. Cr Griffiths seconded the motion "pro forma," but he would like to see the Education 
accounts kept under different headings ; he was not finding any fault with the accounts, but the 
assets and liabilities of the Board were not shown, and he thought it would  be wrong of the 
Board to pass these accounts without some expression of opinion. He thought it was an 
oversight on the part of the Auditors that the assets and liabilities had not been shown before 
they signed the balance sheet. The Chairman explained that the only assets of the Board was 
the balance in the Bank, and the only liability was the amount of salary due to the Secretary. 
Mr. Griffiths was surprised to hear there were no other assets ; he thought there were  arrears of 
school fees, which had not all been paid. Mr. Dodson said the accounts of the Committee and 
those of the Board were different, and so were the assets and liabilities. Mr. Parker asked if the 
accounts as prepared by Mr. Collie, the late Chairman of Committee had not been published. 
Cr Dodson was anxious that no false impression should go forth to the public with reference to 
the School accounts, which might happen even with the most carefully prepared report. He 
could say as one of the Committee that the accounts had not been improperly prepared. Some 
trifling and desultory discussion followed, and the accounts as presented were passed. Mr. 
Dodson as one of the Committee, brought up a report in the absence of the Chairman who had 
resigned. It had occupied the attention of the Committee who had given it very serious 
consideration, and ho would beg leave to move that it be received. The text was as follows : — 
"The School Committee having at special meetings held on the 9th and with taken the question 
of the formation of a Grammar School to consideration, have to report that they consider the 
time fully arrived for the  establishment in the Borough of a better School, and submit the 
following for the consideration of the Board. " The Committee are of opinion that the present 
School should be continued, and a higher class School formed for advanced pupils in 
connection with it. "To raise the necessary income the Committee suggest that a rate of 3d in 
the pound be levied, and the fees for pupils attending the Grammar School be raised until the 
amount paid by each pupil should average about two shillings per week.  



 The Committee arc also of opinion that the sum of Three Hundred Pounds should be borrowed 
for a term of seven years upon the security of the rates, and expended in the erection of a 
residence for the head Master, and such additional School accommodation as may be required. 
The Committee submit the following as a rough estimate of Income and Working expenses for 
both Schools : — 
Income.                                                                             £ S. D.  
Amount now receivable from Publican's Licenses... ...  £ 240 
School Fees under existing and proposed scale ... ... ...  £250 0 0  
Rate of 3d in the pound ... ...                                              £ 120 0 0 
Probable total income ... ...          £ 610 0 0  
 
Working Expenses.                                                                   £ S. d.  
Salary for Head Master .'.. ...      £225 0 0  
Second Master ... ...       £100 0 0  
School Mistress... ...       £100 
 Repairs, cleaning, &c. &c. ...     £120 0 0  
Interest on loan... ... ...      £30 0 0  
Probable total expenditure . . .     £575 0 0  
John Connal Chairman. — 
£100 in  1873 is equal to  13030.14 in September 2017 terms  
The Committee had also thought it advisable that the Board should take the direct management 
of the Schools, instead of appointing a Sub-Committee for the future. The motion was carried. 
Mr. Farmar gave notice of a motion for next meeting to that effect. The teacher's salaries to the 
end of the present year were then ordered to be paid,  
24th Dec 1873 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. 
The Seventh annual distribution of prizes at the Borough Schools took place this morning, 
when were present his Worship the Mayor-, and S. £. Muller, Esq. R.M., who presented the  
prizes to the children; Mr. Connal, Chairman of the School Committee ; and a number of ladies 
and friends of the scholars. The Rev. Mr. Shirriffs and Mr. Henderson came in during the 
presentation. Dr. Muller said it had once again become his pleasing duty to give the prizes as 
rewards for the industry and application shown by the pupils. He had done so several times 
before, and it had always afforded him great pleasure to do so. Their appearance did credit both 
to themselves and their parents, they all looked so clean and nice. As they were aware they 
were assembled for the purpose of giving prizes to those who deserved them best. The 
Committee had requested Messrs. Henderson, Hutcheson, and himself to examine the Schools, 
but the health of the first-named gentleman prevented his doing so, and they had requested Mr. 
Sheriffs to act in his place which he had done. As regards the third and fourth classes they had 
been very pleased at the very great intelligence displayed, which showed that they had profited 
by their teachers. Indeed they had to go over again to discover the best ; the boys answered 
well and showed great intelligence. The 5th class also did very well. Arthur Rae, who was a 
pupil teacher and the others in this class had gone through a special examination. At the request 
of the Committee he had carefully written down a series of 40 questions on general subjects, 
copies of which were given to each boy, who were placed in different parts of the school, so 
that they could not communicate with each other, or refer to any books. Rae had an additional 



series of questions given him to reply in of a harder quality. Each boy signed his reply by a 
letter, and the papers were sent to him at home where he spent some hours in examining them. 
He had a difficulty in selecting, especially for third place, one got 27 and the other 29 marks 
but there was really very little difference. Of course upon coming again to school he discovered 
who the boys were. This was the system pursued in large schools at home. He was much 
pleased to see the good conduct list, which showed how well their teachers had tutored them. 
He had had considerable experience with schools, and he could not help noticing the great 
improvements in those of the present day. In his youth they used to " play wag" as it was 
termed in order to avoid going to school. Now it no longer seemed a terror to children to go to 
school, but rather on the contrary, it almost seemed a terror lest they should not be. able to get 
to school through being a wet day for instance. They feared lest they should be at the bottom of 
their class the next day. But where pupils loved their teachers as they evidently did, they must 
get on, their conduct must be seen where they distinguished themselves. The Committee had 
been very liberal this year in giving the funds for prizes ; the first time in fact they had 
provided the funds, which had usually been collected by himself and others. This year they had 
voted £15, and were consequently able to give an increased number ; but he must remind them 
that if everyone got a prize there would be no emulation. It was perfectly certain that some who 
had not got a prize ought to have, they had ability he knew, but if they did not attend regularly 
to school they could not get on. Their position in their class was duly noted, good conduct was 
of itself a good test, and this prize depended on the state of the books ; other prizes were for 
specific branches, and the prizes in these cases depended upon the examiners. He hoped they 
would enjoy themselves through the. holidays, and then return and exceed in progress during 
next year by a sort of geometrical progression, and not alone arithmetical. They had examined 
a number of both boys and girls in Elocution, and were very well pleased at the way in. which 
they had delivered the pieces, the pauses especially were well-placed, showing the great care in 
their teaching, and the aptitude of the scholars. He would now call on some of them to repeat 
these pieces, before their friends vow present, and they would see that then decision was well-
judged.  
The following scholars gave recitations as under, and they really merited the encomiums 
bestowed upon them by Dr. Muller  : — Christmas in the Bush, Elizabeth Howard ; Child and 
the Wind, Minnie Terrill ; Sailor Boy’s Grave, Amelia Chuck ; King Canute, Alice Lewis ; 
Battle of Blenheim, Edith McKinley ; Sorrow, Janet McCallum ; Richard I. at his father's bier, 
Cecilia Eyles ; Mary Queen of Scots, Bessie Terrill ; Battle of Flodden, Henrietta Chuck. (The 
boys here broke out with loud applause.) The Little Coward, G. H. Hutcheson ; God cares for 
all, F. Silvius ; Mariners of England, Jas. Emerson ; The Stars, M. Clark ; Onward, Upward, F. 
Home ; Young Orator, F. S. Hutcheson ; Downfall of Poland, W Hutcheson; A. B.C., Patrick 
Cleary ; Charge of the Light Brigade, Arthur Rae.  
The prizes were then distributed as follows : —  
Girls. For general proficiency during the year.  
First Class. — 1st prize, Bessie Terrell ; 2nd prize, Henrietta Chuck.  
Second Class. — 1st prize, Alice Lewis ; 2nd prize, Amelia Chuck.  
Third Class. — 1st prize, Minnie Terrell ; 2nd prize, Ellen Craig.  
Reading and Spelling 
First Class. — 1st prize. Minnie Craig; 2nd prize, Bessie Tirrell.  



Second Class. — Edith McKinley ; Alice Lewis. Equal.  
Third Class.— 1st prize, Minnie Terrell ; 2nd prize, Ellen Craig. Emily Newton.  
Fourth Class. — 1st prize, Mary Ford ; 2nd prize, Margaret McKinley. 
Fifth Class. — 1st prize, Esther Chuck ; 2nd prize, Charlotte Silvius, 
Sixth Class. — 1st prize, Edith Craig ; 2nd prize, Annie Pritchard.  
Seventh Class. — 1st prize, Laura Farmar ; 2nd prize, Mary Rose. 
Geography.  
First Class.— 1st prize, Bessie Terrill ; 2nd prize, Cecilia Eyles. 
Second Class— 1st prize, Edith McKinley ; 2nd prize, Alice Lewis.  
Third Class.— 1st prize, Ellen Craig; 2nd prize, Minnie Terrell.  
Grammar.  
First Class.— 1st prize, Cecilia Eyles ; 2nd prize, Bessie Terrill.  
Second Class.— 1st prize, Edith McKinley ; 2nd prize, Janet McCallum.  
Third Class.— 1st prize, Minnie Terrill; 2nd prize, Ellen Craig.  
Arithmetic.  
First Class.— 1st prize, Henrietta Chuck ; 2nd prize, Cecilia Eyles.  
Second Class. — 1st prize, Janet McCallum.  
Third Class.— 1st prize, Ellen Craig; 2nd prize, E. Coward.  
Fourth Class.— 1st prize, M. Ford ; 2nd prize, Emma Coward.  
Fifth Class.— 1st prize, Esther Chuck ; 2nd prize, Charlotte Silvius.  
Writing.  
First Class.— 1st prize, Henrietta Chuck ; 2nd prize, Minnie Craig.  
Second Class. — 1st prize, Amelia Chuck  2nd prize, Margaret Thompson.  
Third Class.— 1st prize, Elizabeth Howard; 2nd prize, Lucy Eyles.  
Fourth Class.— Mary McDonald. Fifth Class. — Margaret Wemyss. 
 Elocution.  
First Class. — 1st prize, Henrietta Chuck ; 2nd prize, Bessie Terrell.  
Second Class. — 1st prize, Alice Lewis ; 2nd prize, Amelia Chuck.  
Third Class. — 1st prize, Minnie Terrell ; 2nd prize, E Howard.  
Needlework.  
1st prize, Jessie Terrell ; 2nd prize, Henrietta Chuck : 3rd prize, Amelia Chuck.  
BOYS 
For general proficiency during the year 
Fifth Class. — 1st prize, Francis S. Hutcheson ; 2nd prize, Walter J. Rae.  
Fourth Class. — 1st prize, James Linton ; 2nd prize, William A. Kitchen  
Third Class.— 1st prize, George Howard ; 2nd prize. Willie Davies Pike,  
Second Class. — 1st prize, G. H. Hutcheson ; 2nd prize, George Tindal.  
First Class.- -1st prize, John Southerly; 2nd prize, Albert Kitchen.  
Examination Prize. Arthur K. G. Rae.  
Fifth Class. — 1st prize, William Hutcheson; 2nd prize, Francis 8. Hutcheson.  
Reading and Spelling.  
Fourth Class, — 1st prize, James M. Emerson ; 2nd prize, W. A. Kitchen.  
Third Class.— 1st prize, Willie V. Pike ; 2nd prize, George Howard.  
Second Class. — 1st prize, Frederick Silvius ; 2nd prize. George Tindall.  



First Class. — 1st prize, Thomas G. Newth ; 2nd prize, Albert Terrell.  
First Class, 2nd division. — William Eyles, 2nd prize, Gilbert Southerly.  
First prize, 1st division. — Thos. McKinley ; 2nd division, Alfred Lewis ; Charles Lewis. 
Geography.  
Fourth Class. — 1st prize, Morton R S. Clark ; 2nd prize, James Linton, Robert A. Thomson, 
equal.  
Third Class. — 1st prize, Willie Davies Pike ; 2nd prize, George Howard.  
Grammar.  
Fourth Class. — 1st prize. Morton R. S. Clark; 2nd prize, W. J. Gorrie.  
Third Class. — 1st prize, Willie Davies Pike ; 2nd prize, George Howard.  
Arithmetic .  
Fourth Class. — 1st  prize, James Linton  
Third Class. — 1st prize, James Cleary ; 2nd  prize, Thomas C. Prichard.  Extra prize, John 
Nixon.  
Second Class. — 1st prize, George H. Hutcheson.  
Writing . 
Fifth Class. — 1st prize, Arthur F. B. Clark ; 2nd prize, Patrick J. Cleary.  
Fourth Class. — 1st prize, William A. Kitchen ; 2nd prize, Robert A. Thompson.  
Third Class — 1st prize W. D  Pike. 2nd prize, Geo. Howard.  
Elocution.  
Fifth Class. — 1st prize, Patrick J. Cleary; 2nd prize, Francis F. Horne.  
Fourth Class. -—1st prize, Morton R. S. Clark; 2nd prize, James M. Emerson and William 
Greig, equal.  
Third Class. —1st prize, Frederick Silvius ; 2nd prize, George H. Hutcheson.  
Good Conduct James Emerson. In giving the examination prizes to “ B," "Z,"  A," 
.respectively, Dr.  Muller said it was his opinion that they would compare most favorably with 
boys of similar ages in any of their schools, or even with boys that were somewhat older. 
Consequently the Committee wore justified in giving more valuable prizes. He was justified he 
said in making this remark from the way in which the examination questions had been 
answered particularly  A." (Arthur Rae) He concluded with a few friendly and pertinent 
remarks to those boys who had not obtained prizes, urging thorn to diligence and attention, and 
he added that he had very little hesitation in saying that some who were not prize- winners this 
time, would be next time if spared, from the very creditable way they passed their examination. 
Ho exhorted them not to be disheartened, as all could not obtain prizes or they would cease to 
be prizes, but to come back on January 26. 1874, with the full determination to succeed.  
Dr. Muller then called upon both girls and boys to testify their thanks and appreciation of the 
care and attention that Mrs. Price and Mr. Morley had bestowed upon them by giving three 
hearty cheers, first for Mrs. Price and then for Mr. Morley — which they heartily responded to. 
Mr. Connal thanked Dr. Muller and the other Examiners on behalf of the Committee, for the 
care and trouble they had taken to perform the duties imposed upon them, that of examining the 
schools. Mr. Morley brought the proceedings to a close by thanking the ladies and gentlemen 
present an the name of Mrs. Price and himself for their attendance, and also the boys and girls 
for responding to Dr. Midler's request, and concluded by thanking the examiners for the way 
they performed their task, and requested the scholars to give them three hearty cheers. 



 
1874	
10th January 1874 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD. 
On Tuesday evening last the Borough Council having adjourned, business was resumed as the 
Education Board, J. M. Hutcheson, Esq., in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, the Secretary read a letter from 
Mr. Morley, the master of the Borough School, informing the Board that on the night of the 
31st Dec, or the morning of Jan. 1, some person or persons had removed the gate of the school 
ground, and that it could not be found ; he also called attention to the dilapidated state of the 
fencing. 
Mr. James T. Robinson asked if the letter in question ought not rather to have been addressed 
to the School Committee, and not to the Board. 
Some conversation ensued as to whether the Board was to be considered the Committee or not, 
in which Messrs.  Robinson, Nosworthy, and Dodson took part . The discussion was closed on 
Mr. Dodson stating that Mr. Farmar was waiting to make a motion on the question at issue. Mr. 
Farmar then moved that the Education Board be the School Committee for the current year. His 
reasons for the proposition were the facts connected with the history of the School during the 
past year. The Committee had not met for months, and the business of the School had been left 
in the hands of one person, to the evident injury of all concerned. Mr. Nosworthy seconded the 
motion, as he was satisfied that there was a deal of work to be done by the School Committee, 
if they did their duty, and he thought it was only right for the Board to take the whole 
responsibility  of its performance on its own shoulders. He thought the work could not be 
effectually performed without considerably interfering with private business, and he could not 
expect any of his fellow-towns-men to undertake such a duty, he was therefore in favor of all 
doing their share. Mr. Griffiths said he hoped he should be able to show the desirability of this 
motion being withdrawn. The Board like any other constituency had the power and the right to 
criticise the work of its representatives, but if the whole Board absorbed the functions of the 
Committee they certainly could not criticise themselves. There had been a great deal said about 
the Schools, which it would perhaps have been better to have left unsaid. He would therefore 
pass over all that, and simply observe that the affairs of the School had by some means got into 
a great muddle, and the public looked to the Board to clear it up. To accomplish that end he felt 
sure it would be far better to appoint, say three members of the Board as a Committee, and let 
them report to the Board the progress of their work. He was convinced from past experience 
that small Committees were as a rule far better than large ones. In the present case members 
came first as the Borough Council, and an hour or more would be occupied in that business, 
then another hour as the Education Board, and at half -past ten or near eleven to ask them to sit 
again as another body was absurd. Members would~ get tired and leave, and the work would 
be neglected ; they could  not compel members to act on the School Committee,' and he 
believed it was contrary to the spirit of the Act for the Board to assume the functions of 
the Committee. He believed one reason for the present motion was the difficulty of collecting 
the School fees now in arrear, and it had been suggested that they should all be wiped off; he 
thought there was too much delicacy shewn in this matter. In common justice to those who had 
para, those arrears should be collected,, and he believed it could be done if the Committee were 



firm and impartial. He thought it quite unnecessary to press the whole Board, and he for one 
should object to act on the School Committee, as he could not spare the time. Notwithstanding 
the proverb that in a multitude of Councilors  there was wisdom. He believed that the work 
would be better and more quickly done by a small Committee. 
Mr. James T. Robinson agreed with Mr. Griffiths that it would not work well to have meetings 
of the Committee after all the other work had been done ; he knew that people by that time 
wanted -to get home, and the result would be that only two or three would be left to do the 
work. He was very sorry that the affairs of the school had got into anything like disrepute. He 
knew that the members of the Board were interested in the welfare of the schools, and they 
must do their best to get out of their difficulty. He thought the same attention would not be paid 
to the business by the whole Board as by a Committee of say five, even if they had special 
meetings some would be saying, Oh ! there's enough without me, and it would be only a small 
Committee after all. 
Mr. Norgrove quite agreed with the principle that the Board and the Committee should be 
distinct ; he had had some experience in the ways of Committees generally, and out of five you 
were tolerably sure of a quorum of three, but the larger the number the more stopped away. He 
thought there were plenty of good men outside of the Council who would act on the Committee 
; he knew it was an onerous duty, but there were others besides the Board who were capable of 
doing it. 
Mr. Hodson agreed with Mr. Norgrove that there were plenty of good men outside the Borough 
Council who could be on the School Committee. He thought two members of the Board, F and 
three from outside would be the best form ,of Committee. He said the public and the members 
of the Board were not aware of the large amount of work which had been done by Mr. Collie, 
when on that Committee, and he was very sorry that gentleman had retired. He should be very 
glad to see him on it again. Mr. Farmar said he had no wish.io force any one to act on the 
Committee. " From the imperfect way in which the school affairs had been conducted during 
the past year, he had thought that no one outside would take more, or even so much interest. in 
the matter as the members of the Board ; at the same time he knew that he was giving himself 
extra work, and .though he was quite willing to undertake it himself, he had no wish to saddle it 
on others. 
Mr. Dodson was not in favour of large Committees, but he did not think the arguments of Mr. 
Griffiths were very good, as to not being able to criticise their own acts, or to find fault with 
themselves. He thought they would be able to do the work so that no fault could be found, 
providing they did it themselves There was a large amount of work to do, and the Board had 
the advantage in having power, while the Committee had comparatively none. After some 
further remarks Mr. Farmar asked leave to withdraw his motion, which was granted. 
Mr. Hodson then moved that the School Committee stand over till next meeting, for the 
purpose of ascertaining what persons from outside would consent to act on it. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Griffiths, and carried. 
At the suggestion of Mr. Robinson, the Board consented to act until the Committee were 
appointed ; and on the motion of Mr. Hodson it was resolved, that the Board at its rising 
adjourn till Wednesday, the 14th instant, at 8 p.in. SALARIES. The Secretary's salary for the 
last quarter was passed for payment, and on the advice of the Secretary it was agreed that the 
sum of 30 shillings due to the messenger for lights, &c. , and voted by the Borough Council, 



should be paid by the Education Board, being the first moiety paid by the Board, of the 
expenses for lights, fire, and attendance. The Board then adjourned. 
14th February 1874 EDUCATION BOARD. 
The same members being present, and J. M. Hutcheson, Esquire; in the Chair. Letters were 
received from the Provincial Secretary requesting the Board to furnish returns of the children 
attending the public schools, and the amount of funds collected for educational purposes by 
fees and from other sources. The .Secretary reported that he had taken steps to supply the first 
part of the information in anticipation of the wishes of the Board. Information as to the 
educational revenue had been applied for at a later date, so that the return had not been made as 
yet. It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to procure such returns, and forward the 
same to the Government. 
Some desultory discussion ensued with reference to the payment of some accounts for books 
and stationery. It was ultimately decided that the accounts should be handed over to the School 
Committee for payment, as properly belonging to their department ; and on the motion of Mr. 
Nosworthy the sum of was voted to the Committee for that purpose. Mr. Griffiths moved for 
the appointment of the fallowing persons as a School Committee for the year to end October 
31, 1874 : — His Worship the Mayor, and Messrs. Nosworthy, H. G. Clark, A. G. Fell, and J. 
Bagge. The consent of those gentlemen had been obtained and that the Secretary write and call 
them together within fourteen days. 
Mr. Parker seconded the appointment, and the motion was carried. 
Mr. Griffiths also moved that the Secretary be instructed to write to the Chairman of the 
Committee, as soon as appointed, expressing the desire of the Education Board that all school 
fees in arve.ir be collected .is soon as possible. He considered the collection of the arrears was 
only an act of justice to those who had already paid their fees. 
14th March 1874 Blenheim Borough Schools. TENDERS are invited for SIX CORDS  of 
FIREWOOD, Red Pine or Tawa, in 2 feet lengths, and for TWO DESKS and TWO FORMS 
for the Boys' School. John M. Hutcheson, Chairman School Committee 
6th June 1874 NEW GIRLS' SCHOOL. 
The Blenheim Borough Council, in its capacity as the Board of Education for the Borough, 
determined some few months  ago to increase the accommodation for teaching the youth of 
both sexes by the purchase of a piece of land, and the erection of a new school for the Girls, 
thereby enabling the Head Master to use the original school for the advanced boys, and the 
Girls' school for the junior boys. The new building has just been completed by Mr. D Wemyss, 
the contractor, and presents a pleasing feature in the line of Alfred Street. It is a Gothic 
structure, 36 feet long by 22 feet wide, the longitudinal walls are 12 foot high, and pierced on 
the South side with four windows, the gables are parapeted and surmounted with pinnacles ; 
and in the Centre of the roof is a louvered cupola or ventilator, octagon in form, and rising four 
or five feet above the ridge. At the eastern end is a porch 8 foot 4 inches by 6 foot (1 foot = 
30.8 centimeters), entered by gothic-headed doors reached by three steps. The exterior of the 
building is neatly painted in two drabs, the mouldings, architraves, &c, being the lighter shade, 
and the sashes finished a dark brown. The interior is match lined throughout, and furnished 
with desks and forms of a neat and substantial character. The -whole of the work has been 
executed under the superintendence and from the designs of Mr. Douslin, the architect. The 
work was finished to-day in readiness for opening on Monday next. 



22nd April 1874 THE-SCHOOL INSPECTION. — We- -understand— that a letter has been 
received from Mr. Bowden stating that he Trill arrive by the steamer on Thursday next, for the 
purpose of inspecting the public schools in the province. Letters have been sent to the masters 
of the several schools warning them- of the intended visit, and we shall look for the consequent 
reports with considerable interest. Mr. Bowden is probably the best person to be obtained in the 
colony for .the duty he has undertaken, having till lately been the Government Inspector of 
Schools for Wellington. He graduated at the University of Oxford,, where he took the degree of 
B. A., and is at present the Principal of the Wellington High School. 
13th June 1874 BOROUGH OF BLENHEIM BOYS' SCHOOL. Number of boys on the roll 56. 
Number present at examination 45. The school is taught by a master without assistant. Of the 
45 present 22 had been admitted since January. The room is quite large enough for the number 
of scholars, is airy and light, and supplied with sufficient furniture and apparatus for the present 
course of instruction. The discipline is mild, and the children were well behaved, cheerful, and 
I think interested in their work. There are six classes, including an infant class, which is a 
larger number than one teacher can properly instruct. I found the condition of the school less 
satisfactory than I could have wished, the arithmetic being very inaccurate throughout. The two 
upper classes do dictation exercises on paper, which is a much better exercise than slate-
writing, but it is not I think practiced with sufficient frequency to render the spelling as 
accurate as it ought to be, though the writing is much improved by it. The copy-book writing of 
the same classes is creditable, and evidently taught with care, pens properly held, &c. The three 
upper classes are learning geography, both general and that of New Zealand, and the sixth class 
also English grammar and history. The reading is generally distinct and accurate, and the 
subjects read fairly understood. In estimating the standard of this school it should be borne in 
mind that the children are very young none of them at the present time being so old as thirteen 
years, and only three above 12. The present master has been in charge for eight years, and 
holds a certificate from the late inspector. He appears to me equal to the duties required from 
him by the present school, but needs a competent assistant. ' A register has been kept of daily 
attendance, and the children's marks for each subject are entered in daily records. A time table 
has been furnished by the committee, but circumstances have required some modifications. A 
useful code of regulations for the scholars has also been framed by the committee. Elementary 
drawing was introduced, but it has been discontinued since January. It should be resumed as 
soon as an assistant teacher is provided. The boys are drilled once a week by the captain of the 
cadet corps. BOROUGH OF BLENHEIM GIRLS' SCHOOL. Number on roll 56. Number 
present 48. The school is conducted by a mistress with one pupil teacher. The room would be 
large enough for the present number if it were of more suitable proportions, it being only 
fifteen feet in width. In other respects also it is not a convenient room for a school. The 
furniture, and apparatus are sufficient for the present school and the present course of 
instruction. The discipline appears sufficiently strict, and the children very well behaved. They 
were in nearly all cases quite up to the standard in which they were presented for examination. 
With the exception of the third class the reading was distinct and accurate j and the viva voce 
spelling was very correct throughout, but the meanings of the words not always understood. 
The spelling from dictation was less correct, though fair for the several standards. The 
arithmetic was fairly correct, but the standard low in comparison with the reading and spelling. 
The copy book writing is deficient in firmness and character, more practice in simple 



elementary exercises being required. The extra subjects, grammar, history, and geography were 
about equal to the general standard, of the classes learning them. Needlework is taught to all 
the school for one hour every afternoon, and is I believe very efficiently taught, though I did 
not examine the work. It must be remembered that, where needlework is taught, the time so 
occupied necessarily retards progress in other subjects, and an allowance must be made 
accordingly. On the whole I consider this school to be, for an elementary school, in a 
satisfactory and creditable condition. The upper classes were drawing maps of New Zealand, 
and seemed well acquainted with all its leading physical features, as well as to take 
considerable interest in the study 
17th June 1874 BOROUGH OF BLENHEIM BOYS' SCHOOL. Number of boys on the roll 56. 
Number present at examination 45. The school is taught by a master without assistant. Of the 
45 present 22 had been admitted since January. The room is quite large enough for the number 
of scholars, is airy and light, and supplied with sufficient furniture and apparatus for the present 
course of instruction. The discipline is mild, and the children were well behaved, cheerful, and 
I think interested in their work. There are six classes, including an infant class, which is a 
larger number than one teacher can properly instruct. I found the condition of the school less 
satisfactory than I could have wished, the arithmetic being very inaccurate throughout. The two 
upper classes do dictation exercises on paper, which is a much better exercise than slate-
writing, but it is not I think practiced with sufficient frequency to render the spelling as 
accurate as it ought to be, though the writing is much improved by it. The copy-book writing of 
the same classes is creditable, and evidently taught with care, pens properly held, &c. The three 
upper classes are learning geography, both general and that of New Zealand, and the sixth class 
also English grammar and history. The reading is generally distinct and accurate, and the 
subjects read fairly understood. In estimating the standard of this school it should be borne in 
mind that the children are very young none of them at the present time being so old as thirteen 
years, and only three above 12. The present master has been in charge for eight years, and 
holds a certificate from the late inspector. He appears to me equal to the duties required from 
him by the present school, but needs a competent assistant. A register has been kept of daily 
attendance, and the children's marks for each subject are entered in daily records. A time table 
has been furnished by the committee, but circumstances have required some modifications. A 
useful code of regulations for the scholars has also been framed by the committee. Elementary 
drawing was introduced, but it has been discontinued since January. It should be resumed as 
soon as an assistant teacher is provided. The boys are drilled once a week by the captain of the 
cadet corps.  
BOROUGH OF BLENHEIM GIRLS' SCHOOL. Number on roll 56. Number present 48. The 
school is conducted by a mistress with one pupil teacher. The room would be large enough for 
the present number if it were of more suitable proportions, it being only fifteen feet in width. In 
other respects also it is not a convenient room for a school. The furniture and apparatus are 
sufficient for the present school and the present course of instruction. The discipline appears 
sufficiently strict, and the children very well behaved. They were in nearly all cases quite up to 
the standard in which they were presented for examination. With the exception of the third 
class the reading was distinct and accurate j and the viva voce spelling was very correct 
throughout, but the meanings of the words not always understood. The spelling from dictation 
was less correct, though fair for the several standards. The arithmetic was fairly correct, but the 



standard low in comparison with the reading and spelling. The copy book writing is deficient in 
firmness and character, more practice in simple elementary exercises being required. The extra 
subjects, grammar, history, and geography were about equal to the general standard, of the 
classes learning them. Needlework is taught to all the school for one hour every afternoon, and 
is I believe very efficiently taught, though I did not examine the work. It must be remembered 
that, where needlework is taught, the time so occupied necessarily retards progress in other 
subjects, and an allowance must be made accordingly. On the whole I consider this school to 
be, for an elementary school, in a satisfactory and creditable condition. The upper classes were 
drawing maps of New Zealand, and seemed well acquainted with all its leading physical 
features, as well as to take considerable interest in the study. 
24th June 1874 The Council then adjourned, and sat as the Education Board. Education Board. 
The following letter was received by the Chairman : — "Gentlemen, — I beg to intimate that 
the Blenheim School Committee have passed minutes to the following effect : — "The 
Committee are of opinion that the time has arrived when it is necessary to have a new Girls' 
School, or more accommodation provided by adding to present building. " That the salary of 
Mrs. Price, the schoolmistress, be increased from £80 per annum and capitation to £100 per 
annum. “That, Mr. Morley having resigned the mastership, the Committee request to be 
allowed to give him a bonus of £10, on his retiring from the school.” The Committee desire to 
notify to the Board that they have ordered advertisements to be inserted for a master at a salary 
of £120, with residence, but will readily comply with any suggestion thrown out by the Board 
on this subject.— John M. Hutcheson, Chairman. Mr. Robinson said he quite agreed with some 
portions of the report— for instance, the bonus of £10 to the master— because he thought him 
underpaid, but he certainly objected to their advertising for another at £120. They could not 
expect to get a fitting master under £200, while if they offered that rate they might possibly get 
a good one. He held too that the work was too much for one man, and he would like to have an 
assistant master at £100. At present they had only a girl to assist Mr. Morley, which he 
considered very objectionable in a boys' school. He did not know whether they could afford to 
increase so much all at once, but at all events they should advertise for a master at £200, and 
for another if they could afford it. He also agreed with the proposal to raise the mistress' salary 
from £80 to £100 Mr. Fell was of the opinion that these salaries ought to be largely raised, but 
did not know whether the Board was prepared to make such a jump as now suggested. A new 
girls' school was required, which would absorb considerable money for the next three years. He 
would rather offer at present, and a second master at a lower sum till they could afford it better. 
Mr. Dodson said that as a resident in the town He felt a degree of shame that he had neglected 
School affairs somewhat in the past, but the time had now arrived when they should raise its 
status. His feelings would lead him to offer even more than Mr. Robinson's proposal, but he 
thought it better that a committee should consider the question of finance, and ascertain what 
they could afford. The town was getting larger, and the time was coming for the creation of a 
good Grammar School. When on a former occasion they considered and reported on this 
question they felt the revenue of the Board would warrant them in doing so, with a scale of fees 
for higher classes, commensurate with the advantages. They then felt they could give £250. He 
was prepared to have the matter considered by a committee of say four members. They had 
never offered a salary which would get a good master. Mr. Robinson" agreed with Mr. Dodson, 
and thought it would be well to consider the matter in committee and let it report on  what 



should be taught, and the scale of fees to D3 changed. Mr. Hodson did not agree with the 
proposal, and thought the School Committee could as well report on the subject. What they 
required was a statement which the Clerk could furnish showing their probable income, and 
then they could see what they could afford. He hoped they would have such before them on the 
next meeting, when he would be prepared to give attention to it. He then moved that a 
statement of the assets and liabilities of the Board be laid before them at next meeting. Mr. 
Robinson said that the reason he seconded was because he was sure that £120 would not bring 
us a good man from another province, but he did not wish to clash with the other Committee. 
£20 between master and mistress was not a sufficient difference, and even if £100 was the 
proper sum to give the latter, he was sure a master ought to have above £120, which was not 
enough. Mr. Hutcheson" said it was mentioned in the report to see what  the Board thought 
about raising the master's salary. Mr. Norgrove said there was one thing obvious, that if they 
wanted a good man they must pay for him, and give something more than the wages of a 
travelling tinker. In Nelson they wanted a good man when he was there, but they offered £250 
and they got one ; there was no scheme by which they could get a good man unless they paid 
him well. Mr. Nosworthy, as one of the School Committee, said that they were not of opinion 
that. £120 was enough, but they did not want to rush into expenses which they could not meet. 
Mr. Robinson said that as it was proposed to take a part of the school ground for the railway, 
whether it would not go far towards erecting a new girls' school. The motion was carried. Mr. 
Nosworthy' said he had heard that the Government could take reserves for railway purposes 
without compensation, but thought it necessary to move that the Secretary write to the Public 
Works Officer, and ask what compensation would be given, and at the same time stating that 
the reserve was already too small for their requirements. Mr. Robinson said if they did such a 
thing it would be very unjust, as the land was given by Mr. Fell for the purposes of a school for 
the inhabitants of the town, and was never the property of the Government, and he would put 
up his back against it if they attempted to seize it. Mr. Nosworthy said that in Picton they took 
some reserves, but gave others for them, but this had never been a Government township. The 
Board then adjourned till Friday at 7-30 p.in. 
27th June 1874 The Education Board held an adjourned meeting last evening, to take into 
consideration the best means of improving the Borough Schools, and since Mr. Morley has 
resigned the mastership, to settle the salary of his successor and an assistant, as it was 
considered, impossible for any one teacher to do justice to the number of children attending the 
school. The meeting being of a conversational character, the reporters withdrew, to prevent any 
restraint being felt by the members. After discussing the whole question for some three hours, 
the Board adjourned till Wednesday next, without coming to any decision. Doubtless, from the 
interest taken in the subject, resolutions will be come to at the next meeting calculated to place 
our schools on a more satisfactory footing for the future 
8th August 1874 Blenheim Borough School. THE COMMITTEE having resolved to recover all 
ARREARS of SCHOOL FEES due to the 30th of June last, request that the Parents and 
Guardians of Children attending those Schools, will pay what is owing by them to Mr. C. J. W. 
Griffiths, Collector to the Committee, who is authorised to receive the same and to SUE for all 
amounts remaining unpaid at the end of the present month. John M. Hutcheson, Chairman of 
Committee 



9th September 1874 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD  
This meeting was held last evening at the close of the Borough Council business, when were 
present: Mr. J. M. Hutcheson (Chair), and Messrs Robinson, Griffiths, Norgrove, Hodson, 
Nosworthy, and Dodson.  
The minutes having been confirmed, a letter was read from Mrs Wrigley, in answer to one sent 
to her by the Secretary. She stated that she was willing to yell the piece of land adjoining the 
school reserve for £300, of which sum, £50 to be paid down at once, and the remainder could 
stand for a term of seven years, bearing interest. The offer could stand over for a month from 
the date of the letter.  
Mr. Hodson said that a committee had reported that it was absolutely necessary to build a girls' 
school on that site, the price might seem high to some, but he thought they ought not to let the 
chance of acquiring it to slip by them, while he thought it best for the Borough Council to 
acquire it, and give the Education Board the use of it.  
Mr. Dodson thought it would be better that the Education Board should purchase the land, and 
keep it separate and distinct from the Council. The price was certainly not high, while it was a 
very advantageous one; and such as the school should possess, as it could not be overlooked, or 
built out. He moved that the land be purchased, and £50 paid down in the terms of the letter.  
Mr. Robinson thought it would be better to let it stand over till the other matter was decided as 
to the compensation to be paid by the Government for land they were going to take from the 
school reserve. He suggested that they should claim from the Government that it should 
purchase this piece from Mrs Wrigley, and then hand it to them in exchange for that they were 
going to take from them for the railway.  
.Mr. Griffiths would support that plan were it not that only three days remained of the time 
during which the offer was open, but it would amount to the same thing if they got £300, and 
paid away £300 for the other. The Chairman said he approved of purchasing the piece, and did 
not think it high, being well situated and central, and was in favor of the purchase being made,  
. Mr. Hodson in £reply thought they ought to buy immediately ; they were all unanimous in 
opinion as to the desirability of acquiring it, and therefore he urged that they should do it at 
once, as land was rising quickly in value. He still felt that they should make up their minds to 
make it the property of the Borough, as they did not know what ultimate arrangements might 
be made with regard to educational matters. The motion was then carried.  
Mr. Robinson said a load or two of gravel was required within the gate of the school ground, he 
did not know whether it was the duty of the Board or the Committee, but the children should be 
able to get with dry feet. The Chairman said instructions had been given to do the work. In 
reply to a question the Clerk said no letter had been received from Mr. Barleyman relative to 
the taking of land for railway works, but he had verbally informed him that he had left the 
matter over until the return of his Honor Mr. Seymour, who was empowered to treat for the 
purchase of land.  
Mr. Nosworthy, with leave, moved that plans and specifications be prepared for the girls' 
school.  
Mr. Robinson seconded, but would rather the matter stand over till next meeting, as they were 
not prepared to say what extent they would go to, or sort of school to be erected, as the existing 
Committee had not yet reported. Mr. Hodson thought the best way would be to request the 



Committee to lay plans and specifications before the Board, and then they could consider their 
recommendation 
This plan was adopted, and the motion amended to that effect and carried.  
The Chairman moved that £50 be paid to the Credit of the School Committee, which was 
carried, and the Board adjourned. 
28th Oct 1874 EDUCATION BOARD.  
The Chairman said they had been called together chiefly "in regard to providing a new Girls' 
School.” Both the masters and the mistress complained strongly of the want of accommodation 
for the scholars. The Committee were therefore anxious to get on with the building. He would 
suggest the appointment of a Committee for the purpose of completing the erection. The fact 
was that there was no more room; they had taken the stove out to get the use of the space it 
occupied, so that if any more came they would have to teach outside, and if the weather held 
good they meant to do so! There were now 74 boys attending, 15 having joined at the 
beginning of October, and from what he had heard many more were expected next quarter. He 
then read a letter from the School Committee, showing that they had a balance in the bank of 
£103 13s lOd, but were owing £87 10s, for sundry purposes ; the annual revenue consisted of 
school fees, which produced about £200, while the expenditure was about £450. There was 
£270 due for arrears of former years, of which perhaps half were recoverable; while the 
probable requirements for the year would be about £250. Cr Fell referred to the figures 
presented, and pointed out that as a large part of their revenue would not come in for nearly 
nine months, it would be requisite if they went on with the school, to get an overdraft from the 
bank to pay the necessary salaries. He suggested that Mr. Douslin should be instructed to draw 
plans for a building to cost a certain amount, and to accommodate a given number of children. 
The proceedings were conversational for some time; ultimately Mr. Fell proposed, and Mr. 
Dodson seconded the following resolution: — "That Mr. Douslin be requested to draw up plans 
and specifications of a Girls' School, to post £250, and to accommodate not less than 100 
scholars; and that a committee consisting k of his Worship the Mayor, and Messrs Dodson, 
Nosworthy, John T. Robinson, and the mover, be appointed to approve of the plan." The 
motion was carried, and the Board adjourned.  
12th December 1875 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening, and resolved that the 
vacation should commence on December 23, on which day the distribution of prizes will take 
place, and. the Mayor will be asked to preside. £7 10s was voted for prizes, to be selected by 
the chairman and Mr. Fell. All persons in arrear for school fees are to be sued at once. 
1875	
27th January 1875 NEW GIRLS' SCHOOL. 
The Blenheim Borough Council, in its capacity as the Board of Education for the Borough, 
determined some few months ago to increase the accommodation for teaching the youth of 
both sexes by the purchase of a piece of land, and the erection of a new school for the Girls, 
thereby enabling the Head Master to use the original school for the advanced boys, and the 
Girls' school for the junior boys. The new building has just been completed by Mr. I. Wemyss, 
the contractor, and presents a pleasing feature in the line of Alfred Street. It is a Gothic 
structure, 36 foot long by 22 foot wide, the longitudinal walls are 12 foot high, and pierced on 
the South side with four windows, the gables are parapeted and surmounted with pinnacles; and 



in the center of the roof is a louvered cupola or ventilator, octagon in form, and rising four or 
five feet above the ridge. At the eastern end is a porch 8 foot 4 inches by 6 foot, entered by 
gothic-headed doors reached by three steps. The exterior of the building is neatly painted in 
two drabs, the mouldings, architraves, &c, being the lighter shade, and the sashes finished a 
dark brown. The interior is match lined throughout, and furnished with desks and forms of a 
neat and substantial character. The -whole of the work has been executed under the 
superintendence and from the designs of Mr. Douslin, the architect. The work was finished to-
day in readiness for opening on Monday next. 
27th January 1875 Blenheim Boys'. There is the making of a good school here. The school is 
under efficient teaching power, and the complete success of the school is only a question of 
time. The present head master — Mr. Weiss, and his assistant— Mr. Severne, have only been 
in charge three months. Even now the results are fairly satisfactory, and apparently much 
improved since the present masters took charge. The schoolroom is fairly suitable and well 
placed; but the desks are large arid clumsy. There is a good master's house and a capital play-
ground. The present girls' school-room, which is to become Mr. Severne's room, is too narrow 
for educational; purposes. The copy books of the, lower school were particularly heat, and of 
the upper school satisfactorily, so. The head-master most reasonably complained .of boys being 
taken from the legitimate work of the school classes to attend drill one day in the week in 
another part of the town during school hours. An upper section of seven or eight intelligent 
boys answered very well -questions put, on the meaning of the passage read - and in other oral 
subjects. Home lessons are judiciously given. The boys are well-ordered, and a good tone 
generally pervades the school. Several candidates for Standard 111 failed to pass, because, they 
were not all-round scholars,: and wanted some specific teaching.  
2. Blenheim Girls'.  As the mistress has been in charge three years, and 40 of the children have 
attended more than one year, I expected to find a small class of advanced pupils, but was 
disappointed. The results in the lower, standards are fairly satisfactory. The arithmetic 
generally was rather weak, and the younger children gave evidence of careful teaching. The 
copy-book writing was good, and the- reading fair I think it would be well if an arrangement 
could be made whereby the upper class of girls could be taught arithmetic by Mr. Severne 
3rd March 1875 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD. 
The same members were present. Mr. Nosworthy was in the chair. 
The minutes were read and confirmed, and a letter received from Mr. J. M. Hutcheson, 
tendering his resignation as a member of the School Committee. A. letter from the Chairman of 
the School Committee calling the attention of the Board to the fact that the new girls' school 
was uninsured, and that about two chains of fencing were required to prevent trespass on the 
school ground, was also received. 
The Chairman said he would therefore move that the girls' school be insured for the sum of 
£250, and that the secretary to the Board be instructed to get it done as advantageously as 
possible. 
Mr. Robinson would second that, but thought the latter part of the letter might stand over for 
future consideration. 
Mr. Fell differed from the last speaker. He thought if the land was their own they ought to 
prevent trespass; the fencing of two chains could not cost much, and he would like to see the 
work done. 



After a few desultory remarks it was resolved that the building should be insured, and the land 
fenced. 
Mr. Fell said he had been appointed as one of the Committee to arrange with the Bank of New 
Zealand for an overdraft, and he was happy to report that the arrangement had been made on 
what appeared to him very liberal terms on the part of the Bank, and equally favorable to the 
Board. It was to the effect that so long as there was a credit to the Borough Council account of 
£120, the Education Board should be allowed an overdraft to that amount without interest. 
(Hear, hear). 
Mr. Robinson asked leave to move, without notice, “That the School Committee be requested 
to furnish a return of all children attending the school from places outside the Borough; also, a 
return of the number of children attending the school." Leave was granted, and the motion 
agreed to. Mr. Fell moved that the School Committee should report to the Education Board 
upon the present "Education Act." He thought it would be advisable for the Committee to 
consult with the masters, and then to suggest such improvements as they thought desirable. 
Motion carried. 
5th June 1875 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD. 
The whole of the members were present, Jas. E. Hodson, Esq., in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed. 
A letter was received from the Chairman of the School Committee requesting permission from 
the Board to appoint an assistant teacher at £40 per annum. 
Mr. Nosworthy moved that the request of the Committee be complied with, and that an 
assistant teacher be engaged at the salary named. He said, of course, the teacher would be a 
competent person, and must have a certificate from a School Inspector. The proposed plan was 
to remove some of the youngest boys, and place them and the little girls under this teacher in 
the girls' school, thereby relieving the school mistress, as well as making room in the boys' 
school, which was now overcrowded. 
Mr. Fell had much pleasure in seconding this motion as it would simplify the teaching of the 
children by removing a few of the very young boys and would facilitate the teaching of the 
rest. The older boys suffered in their studies by being mixed up with the younger ones, and 
they in turn were greatly inconvenienced by being with the older. Mr. Robinson would support 
the motion; he knew that the schools were much overcrowded, it was a step in the right 
direction, and would ultimately lead to the infant school. Mr. Hodson said a female teacher 
would, in his opinion, be preferable. Mr. Nosworthy said such was the opinion of the 
Committee, who would engage one if possible. ‘The motion was carried.  
Collector's Account. The Collector reported that all the education rates had been collected, 
except Mrs. Simmonds' and presented his account — commission on rates collected— l7 
shillings 6d. The account was passed for payment, and Mrs. Simmonds' name struck off the 
book.  
INSURANCE. Notice of the expiration of the Insurance Policy was received from the New 
Zealand Insurance Company, and the Secretary was instructed to renew the same. Grammar 
School. Mr. Fell asked the Board to extend the time for the Site Committee to make their report 
until the meeting of the Board in July. Leave to extend the time was given, and the Board 
adjourned. 
10th July 1875 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  



The ordinary meeting of the above Board was held on Tuesday, 6th inst., all the members 
except Messrs Norgrove and Parker being present. J. E. Hodson, Esq., in the chair. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
Correspondence. A letter from the Secretary to the Chairman of the. School Committee, as 
ordered by the Board, was read. Also a letter from the Chairman of the School Committee, of 
which the following is a copy "Blenheim School Committee, June 29th, 1875. Sir, -I have the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 2nd inst., in which you inform me that the 
Board has assented to the Committee engaging an assistant teacher' I am instructed by the 
Committee to ask that the Board will be pleased to fill up the hollows in the Boys' School 
ground, and gravel a footpath from the road to the Girls' School. The Committee would also lay 
before the Board the necessity of enlarging the room now used by Mr Severne. They think that 
the addition of a room of similar size to that now in use might be done at a small outlay. I have 
to report" that the Committee has appointed Mr Rose Haycock to be assist teacher. I beg to 
apply for an advance of £150 as a grant-in-aid. I am, &c, William Nosworthy, Chairman.” Mr 
Fell said, before any other business was gone into, he wished to report on behalf of the 
Committee appointed to select a site for the Grammar School, that the Committee in carrying  
out the object for which they were appointed had deemed it advisable to advertise for sites by 
tender. Some had been received, but they thought their work was not sufficiently advanced to 
lay the matter before the Board at the same time he considered this explanation due. 
ENLARGEMENT OF SCHOOLS. Mr Robinson said he hoped the Board would allow the 
Committee to enlarge the school, as the education of the children was retarded by the crowded 
state of the room, Mr Robinson  
then explained that the Committee for the purpose of saving time had prepared specifications 
of the work they proposed to do, and had called for tenders, so as to put the Board in 
possession of the cost of the works required he also hoped that the Board would instruct the 
Inspector to gravel the boys' playground, and the path to the girls' school.  
Mr Fell expressed his approval of the course the Committee had taken, and moved that the 
Board confirm the action of the Committee.  
The Chairman said the Committee had acted wisely, and he supported the motion of Mr Fell.  
The motion was carried non. Con.  
After some further remarks, Mr Hodson proposed that the tenders for the enlargement of the 
school be opened, which was agreed to. The following were the tenders received J. Dark £130, 
W. Homes £57 10s D. Wemyss £55, J. Nixon, £49 15s.  
The Chairman said the estimated cost was £50, and three of the tenders had been very near.  
Mr Fell moved that the tender by Mr Nixon, being the lowest, be accepted, and said no vote he 
had ever moved gave him greater pleasure in the moving than the present one. He thought £49 
could not be better spent than in the enlargement of Mr Severne's school-room. The motion 
was seconded by Mr Fell, and carried unanimously. The appointment of Mrs Rose Haycock as 
assistant teacher was then confirmed. Mr Nosworthy moved that £150 be voted to the 
committee as a grant-in-aid. Mr Fell seconded the motion and said part of the money was 
required to pay the salaries. He also expressed a wish that a statement of the financial position 
of the board he prepared for the next meeting. He thought it necessary, as at present they were 
working somewhat in the dark salary. The Chairman moved that the Secretary's salary to end of 
June, £3 15s be paid. Motion carried. Education Rate. Mr Nosworthy moved the motion 



standing in his name, that an education rate of 3d in the Pound be levied for the financial year. 
The original notice of motion was for 2d, but he had asked leave to amend the motion, as the 
3d rate was required, according to the following estimate of income and expenditure. Income 
Publican's Licenses, £270 rates at 3d, £150 School fees £225 Total, £646. Expenditure Salaries, 
£'440 overdraft about £135 Building . Board expenses, £20 Total, £645. Mr Fell seconded the 
motion. Mr Robinson rose to move as an amendment that the rate be 4d in the Pound, and 
pointed out the necessity for such a rate, as new desks and other school fittings were much 
needed.  
Some little amusement was created by Mr Robinson being informed that 3d was the highest 
rate the law at present allowed.  
Mr Robinson withdrew his proposed amendment, after expressing a hope, that the increased 
prosperity of the school would ultimately enable the Board to reduce the rate.  
Mr Fell said as they could not levy a 4d rate he would support the present motion as it stood. 
Knowing the present requirements of the school he should have been glad to have supported 
the 4d rate if it could have been done.  
The motion that a rate of 3d in the Pound be levied was then carried, and the Board adjourned.  
21st July 1875 The Blenheim School Committee have made a very serviceable and necessary 
alteration in the Second School by enlarging it to double its former size and capacity. The cost 
was about Judging from the attendance, it would seem to have been much needed, and that ere 
long an Infant School will have to be provided, in order to relieve the present schools. 
7th August 1875 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  
The same gentlemen were present as at the Borough Council. The minutes were read and 
confirmed. A memorial from the Rev. A. Sauzeau, Catholic priest, praying for a grant of 
money to the Catholic Schools in Maxwell Road, was received. A statement of the assets and 
liabilities was also read by the Secretary, and the following accounts were ordered to be paid 
Mr J. Nixon, enlarging Boys' School, £48 14s Cole and Tindall, gravelling playground, £3 13s 
9d. GRANT TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. It was moved by Mr Robinson, and seconded by Mr 
Earll, and carried, "That the consideration of the memorial from the Rev. A. Sauzeau be 
deferred till the first meeting in September." Some notices of motion were then given by Mr 
Fell, and the Board at its rising adjourned till Tuesday, August 10th.  
14th August 1875 PAINTING BOYS' SCHOOL. Mr. Fell moved, by leave, without notice that 
tenders be called for painting the additions made to the boys school. Mr. Nosworthy seconded 
the ' motion, as Mr. Fell had anticipated his intention. Motion carried. Mr. Fell gave notice of a 
motion for next sittings for steps to be taken for providing a new school for Southside, when 
that district should be united to the Borough. The Board then adjourned. 
22nd September 1875 NOTICE is hereby given, that the Li above Schools have been divided, in 
accordance with Clause 8 of "The Education Act Amendment Act, 1875," and that the 
Committee have fixed the following Fees, in accordance with Clause 9 of the said 
 Act, that is to say  
For Boys attending the Upper School, 15s. per quarter in advance.  
For Boys attending the Lower School, 9s. per quarter in advance.  
For Girls attending the Of Ms' School, 9s. per quarter in advance.  
For those attending the Infants' School, ss. per quarter in advance.  



The alteration of fees to commence on 1st October, 1875. Dated this 21st September, 1875. 
Wm. Nosworthy, Chairman of Committee. 
6th November 1875 His Worship the Mayor has kindly placed the sum of £5 at the 
disposal of the Blenheim Borough School Committee for prizes to be given at a Spelling 
Bee by the scholars at the annual distribution of prizes at Christmas 
4th December 1875 Wanted a School Mistress. BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOL. A 
MISTRESS, and also an Assistant Teacher are wanted for the Girls' School. The salary of 
the Mistress will be £100, and for the Assistant £40 per annum. Applications with 
Testimonials, including a certificate of competency from a recognised Inspector of 
Schools, must be sent in to the undersigned on or before Dec. 23rd, 1875. Duties co 
commence on Jan. 24th, 1876. War. NOSWORTHY, Chairman of Committee. Blenheim 
25th December 1875 The ninth annual distribution of prizes took place on Thursday afternoon 
last,, when were present:— S. Muller, Esq., RM., His Worship the Mayor, Messrs Nosworthy, 
Fell, Jas. T. Robinson, Norgrove, members of the School Committee, and a pretty numerous 
party of friends of the scholars. The first business was  
THE SPELLING BEE.  
For six prizes given by His Worship the Mayor, J. E. Hodson, Esq. The highest class of girls 
had first place. The words given out by Dr Muller were as follows Triumph, ambition, 
catastrophe, auspices, tenacity, and unequivocal, reconnoitring, inflammable, antique, 
symmetry. Minnie Craig being the only one of four, who spelt each word correctly on the slate, 
received a prize of £1. We wish here to notice that although not in competition for writing, that 
of Amelia Chuck was really beautiful. The junior class next took place, and the following 
words were dictated Proverbs, verified, pleaded, marriage, generally, heartily, cupboard, 
feathery, sovereign. Seven girls. wrote the words correctly, and again competed with the 
following Ecstasy, fascination, musician, mischievous, stationery Again five girls were correct, 
and had additional words given Hurrying, strengthened. Emily Osgood took the prize of 10s. 
The Lower Boys School, under Mr Severne's care followed. The words dictated, to them were 
Conceal, howling, quivering, hurrying, shoulder, laughing, gentleman, quietly, ancient, radiant. 
There were four boys with each one error, and another contest took place among them. The 
words were Visitor, dreadfully severe, sparkles, knuckles. Two boys got through the ordeal, 
and a severe competition ensued with the following words, two given at a time Boasters, 
whispered, scrambling, mightily, porringer, levelled. At this juncture it was decided to divide 
the sum between, the two, T. McKinlay, and James Symons, each of whom received 10 
shillings.  
The junior class had the following words singing, cheerful, daylight, flower, another, trouble, 
creeping, graceful, tempted, whether. W. Symons received a prize of 10s. The Upper School, 
under Mr Weiss, were next called. Here it became apparent that there was a slight hitch in the 
arrangements, and that the teacher and the Committee were not in complete accord. During the 
previous proceedings, the teacher in each case had attended Dr Mailer, and assisted, as 
necessary, but from this point he had to proceed alone. A number of boys came forward, some 
of whom were in the 2nd and others in the 3rd Class. The words given them were Constitution, 
campaign, artillery, dramatist, critique, linguist, autocrat, didactic, oligarchy, lieutenant. Only 
two boys Home and Evans succeeded in spelling them correctly, and they tried again with '.-
Constitution, monarchy, democracy, anarchy, parliament. Both boys succeeded again, but on 



the words —Franchise, dynasty, being given, Home broke down over the latter, and W. Evans 
remained the victor, and received a prize of £1. 5s.  
A lower division stood forward next, which 1 had the following words Attention, carrying, 
illumination, patiently, paradise, Europeans, delicious, pursuing, magnificent;, butterflies. Four 
boys succeeded, and tried again with Chieftain, creature, heroic, frightened, deliverance. O. W. 
Tindall came off the victor, and received a prize. This concluded this part of the programme. 
DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES.  
Dr Muller, addressing the scholars, said he had now come to the most pleasant part of the 
business, having got over the dry spelling. He reminded them that since they had met last year 
they had been travelling a long' distance, having made a voyage round the sun, and perhaps 
some boy could tell how many miles that would be if not, it would be a nice little sum for them 
during the holidays. He could not but remark on the great improvement which had taken place 
in Blenheim, and how the rising generation were getting on. When he first came here 20 or 30 
bulls would come round you, now instead of them, we have a number of boys and girls coming 
trooping to school, and instead of flax bushes on every hand there were schools and houses. It 
had been said that the poet Shakespeare was the poet for all time, but that was not altogether 
right; for he spoke of the schoolboy "creeping like a snail unwillingly to school." Here he had 
seen boys, and girls too, playing vigorously, when suddenly a bell was heard, and they at once 
dropped their marbles and ran aft". He did not know the result of Mr Lee s recent examination, 
bit from his own knowledge and observation he felt sure it would be creditable. In the contest 
just over, he noticed that those who were defeated, took it manfully, and looked as if 
determined to beat next year. He understood there were not many prizes this time for some 
reason, and he really thought the fewer the better, as it made them more valuable. They would 
have a few weeks' play, and have their minds relaxed from study, and then they would come 
back refreshed. They should remember that it was no fault of the teachers if they did not come 
on, but it depended on themselves. He concluded by wishing them every happiness, and trusted 
they would enjoy their holidays.  
He then proceeded to deliver the prizes as follows, adding a few cheerful of good advice and 
encouragement to each recipient.  
The Mayor's prize came first, but it is unnecessary to recapitulate their names. The girls were 
as follows Ada Pike, and Minnie Craig, for good conduct, &c Jane Watson, for reading, &c 
Maggie McKinley , and Alice Dempsey, for perseverance Lucy Pirani, Annie Pritchard and 
Elizabeth Dark, for reading Alice Chuck, for arithmetic Hannah Osgood, for good conduct 
Annie Webster, for writing.  
Additional prizes were given by the teachers to Charlotte Silvius, for attention Rebecca Dalziel, 
George Chuck, Nathan Smith, and Charles Ching, for perseverance. The prizes for boys in the 
lower school were. —In the 3rd class, David Wemyss 1st James Symons, 2nd.  
In the 2nd class W. Svmons, 1st; Kitchen, 2nd. 1st class- Arthur Robinson, 1st; Thos. Wibling, 
2nd. Special prizes were given to Alfred Barnes for good behaviour, and David Wemyss for 
writing. Mr Severne gave extra prizes to F. Markmann, and Thos. McKinlay for general 
progress Alfred Tindall, for best attendance and progress and Arthur Hewitt, for reading. Mr 
John T. Robinson some time ago offered a sum of £3 as special prizes to boys in the upper 
school for several attainments. Sums of £I each were given to P. Cleary, 3140 marks F. 
Hutcheson, 2,866 marks; A. Clark, 2,523 marks. The Committee gave prizes as follows Form 



II A. Farmer, 1st, 2,441 marks' W Kitchen, 2nd, 2,243 marks. Form I: G. Howard, 1st, 2,382 
marks C. Barleyman, 2nd, 2,065 marks. Special prize— A. Clark and P. Cleary, for writing'; 
and P. Cleary, arithmetic.  
Dr Muller made a few remarks upon the progress made by the pupils, and their success, which 
he attributed to the attention and kindness of their teachers, and concluded by calling for cheers 
for Mrs Price, and Messrs Weiss and Severne. One of the boys called for a' similar compliment 
to Dr Muller and Mr Hodson.  
Mr Weiss wished to say a few words. He should be sorry if anyone should leave with a 
misunderstanding regarding the course he had pursued. It was very unusual for a master to 
assist in the examination of his own class. When Mr Lee was here the other day he held aloof, 
and left the school in his hands but if requested to assist, he did so. Many of those present had 
received prizes of value; but he wished rather to give them mementoes of the day. There were 
three classes of rewards j there were those of a money value. In olden times when a Roman 
general came back from war victorious he was crowned with a wreath of laurel, of no value, 
but as showing appreciation, and he hoped the time was not distant when they would more 
value that kind. Another kind of reward was the satisfaction at having done their duty that was 
the highest kind, and frequently perhaps all the reward they would have. He wished them to 
preserve the decoration he wished to give them. There were four boys for whom he designed 
his gift. Tindall, for good attendance, having only been absent from school half-a-day. The next 
boy was Piraui, who had shown more advancement than any other boy under him he had been 
with him six months, and when he came he knew very little of arithmetic, now he was in 
decimals then his writing was a mere scrawl, now he wrote a good hand. Other two boys— 
Gorrie and Barleyman, deserved prizes for elocution. Oratory was one of the greatest powers a 
man could possess, and he hoped one or both would make good speakers. For these four he had 
prepared wreaths of laurel, and he asked Miss Clark to crown the boys with them.  
The boys in question were then decorated, and the proceedings were brought to a close by Mr 
Fell proposing a vote of thanks to Dr. Muller.  
 
1876	
29th January 1876 THE Head-Master of the Borough Schools has arranged to form Classes 
for the INSTRUCTION of BOYS in one or more of the following subjects, after the 
ordinary hours-: Geometry Algebra, Book-keeping, and the Latin French, and Greek 
languages. Terms on application 
29th January 1876 Inspector’s report included Blenheim.—  
(A.) Upper Boys All available candidates present. Work generally is much improved and 
gives evidence of careful teaching and training. Reading better taught than in any other 
school in the province. All read accurately, in good style, and with distinct enunciation 
and good expression. Thirteen candidates for Standard II and five for Standard III all 
received full marks for Reading. I was much pleased with the gentlemanly conduct and 
bearing of the boys, and with the discipline of the school. Boys of all classes attend. 
English composition and arithmetic might be better presented. A side organization of the 
school with new furniture would be an improvement. Though some creditable arithmetic 
was done, there were marked failures.  



(B.) Lower Boys. Assistant master admirably suited for his work. He is painstaking and 
methodical, and produces accurate arithmetic. The copy-book writing was uniformly 
good. The side wall should be painted as a permanent black-board. The general results of 
examination were satisfactory.  
(C.) Girls and Infants. The infants are a dead weight in the school. I am glad to find it is 
the intention of the Committee to erect a separate room with a gallery for the infants. Mrs. 
Price has worked hard during the year, carrying out all suggestions, and effecting 
considerable improvement. The infants had been taught in all essential subjects, and were 
under kind but strict discipline. Out of 33 new candidates for Standard I, 31 passed. 
Spelling throughout uniformly good. I recommend a tire-place instead of a stove. Black 
wall space and an end window would be an improvement. Ellen Craig is intelligent for her 
age 
2nd February 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  
The same members were present as above, his Worship the Mayor in the chair. The minutes of 
the last meeting were read and confirmed. The only business before the Board was an account 
for the Secretary's salary to Dec. 31, 1875, £3 15s, which was passed for payment. Mr 
Nosworthy gave notice of motion. That at next meeting the Board shall go into Committee to 
consider the best means of increasing the school accommodation Also, that at the next meeting 
he would move that plans and specifications be prepared for the erection of an Infant School on 
the property now belonging to the Board. The Board then adjourned.  
16th February 1876 WANTED— a MASTER for the BOYS' SCHOOL at BLENHEIM, 
Marlborough, salary c 100 per annum, with House. The School contains under Forty-five 
Boys at present, and the Master must be competent to teach boys to be able to pass the 
Junior Civil Service Examination. A MISTRESS and an ASSISTANT for the GIRLS 
SCHOOL. Salary for the Mistress -will be £100 per annum, and for the Assistant £40 per 
annum. Applications with testimonials, including ii certificate of competency from a 
recognised Inspector of Schools, must be sent in to the undersigned, on or before February 
21st, 187 G. Duties to commence in the Girls' School on April 3rd, and in the Boys' 
School on or about April 10th. Wm. Nosworthy, Chairman of Committee. Blenheim, 
January 21, 1876 
26th February 1876 Borough School.— We understand that Mr Macklin, late of 
Melbourne, but at present residing in Queenstown, Otago, has been appointed to the head-
mastership of the Blenheim Borough Schools Mrs and Miss Macklin are also appointed 
mistress and assistant of the Girls' School. We sincerely trust that the connection may be 
permanent, as a frequent change of teachers is not calculated to advance the welfare of the 
pupils 
1st March 1876 First Class Tuition, MRS E. PRICE (the present Head Mistress of the 
Borough Girls' School), at the request of many friends, has determined to remain in 
Blenheim, and to Establish a SEMINARY for the General Education of Young Ladies. 
Duties are intended to begin on or about the first of the month, in the well adapted and 
commodious premises known as the Portola Grammar School, in Grove Road 
8th March 1876 All the members were present, J. E. Hodson, Esq., in the Chair. The 
minutes were read and confirmed. On the motion of Mr Fell it was resolved that the sum 
of £2 12s 6d be voted for the purpose of insuring the Girls' School, and that the Company 



be requested to keep, the same insured from year to year. An account from Mr A. Rogers 
was ordered to stand over till next meeting, in order that some item should be explained. 
Mr Nosworthy moved that the Board should go into a Committee of the whole for the 
purpose of considering the best means of providing increased school accommodation. Mr 
Fell seconded the motion. Both gentlemen had forestalled the object of the motion by 
urging the desirability of establishing an infant school, and pointing out the clog which the 
pressure of a large number of very small children was on the duties of the more advanced 
classes. The motion was agreed to. After a few brief remarks the Board resumed. Mr Fell 
then moved that the School Committee be a Committee to consult with an architect as to 
the costs of erecting an infant school. Mr Robinson supported the motion and suggested 
that the plans should be submitted to the Board for its approval. The motion was carried. 
A letter was received from the Chairman of the School Committee asking the Board to 
confirm the appointment of Mr, Mrs, and Miss Macklin as the Master and Mistresses of 
the Borough Schools. Mr Nosworthy stated that the testimonials of the applicants had 
been submitted to the Superintendent who had considered them highly satisfactory. The 
appointment was then confirmed. Mr Robinson moved that £45 be voted to the school for 
the purpose of paying salaries. The motion was carried and the Board adjourned till 
Tuesday next, March 14th, at 8 p.m. 
8th March 1876 Lewis v. Severne. This was a summons preferred by the plaintiff against 
the defendant for an alleged assault upon his child, a pupil at the Blenheim Borough 
School, of which the defendant is one of the masters. As the summons had only been 
served upon the defendant that morning at half-past nine, the Court allowed the case to be 
adjourned for a week to give the defendant time to prepare his defence. The plaintiff, Mr 
Lewis, asked his Worship to allow him to show his Worship the marks on the child's 
person as they were already five days old, and iv the course of another week would be 
nearly well. His Worship gave consent accordingly, and the case was then adjourned. 
15th March 1876 During the hearing of the case on Monday of Lewis v. Severne," the 
counsel for the defence produced a testimonial which he desired to hand over to the 
Bench. Dr Muller, however, considered that it was not at all necessary. The testimonial 
bears the signatures of twenty-nine parents of children attending the school, and was 
worded as follows We, the undersigned parents of children attending the Government 
school, Blenheim, herein express our satisfaction of the manner in which you, Mr Severne, 
have conducted the lower school during your tenure of office and we are also satisfied that 
no undue severity has been shown by you in any instance towards our children 
15th March 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  
An adjourned meeting of the above Board was held last evening, when His Worship, the 
Mayor, and the following members were present Messrs Robinson, Earl, Fell, Farmar, and 
Wemyss. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Correspondence between 
the Secretary of the Board and the Chairman of the School Committee with reference to the 
resolutions passed at the previous meeting was also read. A letter applying for the office of 
teacher was also received.  NEW INFANT SCHOOL. A ground plan, and a plan of the east 
elevation of the proposed additions to the girl's school, for the purposes of an infant school, 
prepared by- Mr Douslin, was laid on the table. Mr Robinson in bringing forward the plan said, 
the School Committee approved of the plan generally, but there had been a little difference of 



opinion as to some of the minor details with reference to the fitting up of a gallery for the 
children. After some conversational remarks, Mr Fell moved that the plan be adopted, and that 
the Committee be authorised to call for tenders, and. also decide about the details of the gallery 
fittings. Mr ROBINSON seconded the resolution. The Chairman made a few remarks in 
support of the views expressed by the Committee.' He said it was very evident that Mr 
Severne's school was getting too large to be manageable, and he believed the same could be 
said of the girls' school, it was therefore highly necessary that the accommodation should be 
increased. The motion was then carried nem. con.  Mr Pelt, moved by leave without notice, that  
the Chairman and Secretary be requested to wait on the Manager of the Bank of New Zealand 
and arrange for an overdraft on the terms formerly adopted, viz. That the Education Board be 
allowed an overdraft without interest so long as funds to the same amount remain to the credit 
of the Borough Council. The motion was unanimously agreed to, and the Board adjourned.  
15th March 1876 LEWIS V. SEVERNE. This case was adjourned from last week, and arose out 
of an information laid by Lewis against Henry Lee Severne, second master of the Blenheim 
Borough School, charging him with having committed an assault by unduly whipping on 
Thursday, March 2, Charles Joseph Lewis a pupil in the said school, and a son of the 
informant. Mr A Rogers appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr Church for the defence. Mr Rogers 
having stated the circumstances of the case, called Lewis.  Lewis, who deposed that on last 
Thursday week Mrs Lewis called his attention to the child, and showed him the bruises on the 
child's person, they were very dark and looked like a mass of congealed blood, as large as the 
palm of his hand. Witness took the child to Dr Home who examined it; the child had not been 
able to sit down until the following Sunday, it appeared to be in great agony. The child said he 
had been talking in school, it was for that he had been punished. By Mr Church The child was 
six years old last January believed he had been attending the school for about two years had  
complained once before of severe punishment. Lewis Keele Home, a medical practitioner in 
Blenheim deposed that he had seen the child on the afternoon of Thursday week there was a 
bruise on the left buttock which appeared 'to have been caused by two or three stripes of a cane 
which had crossed each other., the marks appeared fresh, and were as is usual in such cases, 
livid. He could not say the punishment was brutal, but considering the child's physique he 
thought it had been rather excessive. He did not consider the case required medical treatment. 
Henry Lee Severne deposed he was assistant master of the Blenheim school Mr Child had been 
about 18 months in the  school, he had been for a long time very troublesome and disobedient. 
Witness had between 60 and 70 boys in his school. Complainant's child had been repeatedly 
checked .and punished for the same offence. Witness did not lay the boy over his knee, he took 
him by the arm and gave him five or six cuts with a small supplejack. He did not think the 
punishment at the time was very severe, the boy cried for a few minutes, would not be positive 
but believed he saw him sitting down during the same afternoon neither Mr. or Mrs Lewis had 
spoken to him previous to his getting the summons last Monday morning. A little boy, nine 
years of age, was put into the witness box but His Worship declined to take evidence on oath 
from so young a witness, but would take the lad's statement for what it was worth. His replies 
to questions put by Mr Church were corroborative of the evidence given by Mr Severne. His 
Worship said he was very sorry to have this case before him, he was in hope that after it was 
adjourned last Monday that it would have been withdrawn. Such cases were injurious to the 
school and he was fully aware of the necessity for preserving discipline in the school. He had 



known Mr Severn a long time and always held a high opinion of his character, he had no desire 
to brand Mr Severne as a cruel man, quite the reverse in fact, but His Worship thought the 
punishment in this case had been excessive, and he thought the case would be met by a 
nominal fine. He felt sure the remarks he had to make were sufficient punishment to Mr 
Severne, whose temper had evidently overstepped his judgment. He certainly thought such a 
caning should not have been administered to a child of such tender years. Had he considered 
Mr Severn guilty of intentional cruelty he should not have dealt with the case so leniently, but 
have committed him to prison. He could however testify himself to Mr Severne's good 
character, who in this case had gone a little beyond his judgment, and must in consequence 
accept the responsibility. The judgment of the Court was that he was fined 5 shillings with £3 
11s costs. 
18th March 1876 TENDERS will be received until FRIDAY next, the 23rd inst, for the erection 
of an INFANT SCHOOL. Plans and Specifications may be seen at the office of Mr W. Douslin, 
architect. John. T. Robinson, 447 Secretary 
25th March 1876 Blenheim Education Board. A special meeting of the Board was held last 
evening, when all the members were present except Messrs Earll and Fell. The minutes of the 
last meeting were read and confirmed. The following tenders for the erection of the Infant 
School were then opened E. Bythell £168, T. A. Dickens £189, John Nixon £162 15s. Mr 
Robinson moved that the tender by Mr Nixon be accepted. Mr D. Wemyss seconded the 
motion, which was carried nem. con. Mr Robinson said he hoped the contractor would be 
informed that it was the intention of the Board to enforce the binding clause in the specification 
as to the time of completion. The Chairman said it was highly important that the work should 
be completed as quickly as possible. The tender was very close to the Architect's estimate 
which was £160. The Board then adjourned 
8th April 1876 Mr. and Mrs. Macklin, the new teachers for the Borough School, have not yet 
arrived, but are confidently expected early in the ensuing week, having been detained at 
Invercargill for a steamer 
8th April 1876 The Education Board held their usual meeting at the close of the Borough 
Council business on Tuesday last, the Chairman and all the members being present except Mr 
W. B. Parker. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
CORRESPONDENCE. Outward and inward correspondence was also read. A letter from Mr. 
J. Nixon, the contractor for the Infant School, was received, asking for an extension of- the time 
for completing the work, as the timber had not yet been received from Capt. Dalton's mill. Mr 
Fell moved that the. letter, be referred to the School Committee, which was seconded by. Mr 
Earll and carried.  
INTEREST ON SCHOOL SITE. Referring to the payment of the interest; on the land 
purchased for the Girls' School, the Chairman stated that he and the Secretary had' arranged, 
with the Manager of the' Bank for an overdraft, without interest, so, long as the Borough 
Council had a balance to cover the amount. He therefore moved that the sum of £8 15s interest 
due to Mrs Wrigley be paid. The motion was seconded, by Mr. Nosworthy, and carried. The 
Secretary's salary to the end of March, £3 15s, was passed for payment; 
15th April 1876 MR WEISS is compelled to defer OPENING his SCHOOL until MONDAY, 
April 24. 



15th April 1876 Mr Macklin, the teacher for the Blenheim Boys' School, with his family arrived 
yesterday, and will commence his duties on Tuesday next 
26th April 1876 Blenheim Borough School. EVENING /CLASSES.  
1st Class Latin, Mathematics &c £1 10 0  
2nd Class Arithmetic, Writing, &c £1.0 0 Day  
School, Pupils £0 10 0 On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 7 to 9.30 p.in.  
To commence MONDAY, May 1st. Fees payable in advance. H. P. Macklin, Head Master 
26th April 1876 Another attempt has been made to establish a private school for boys, in 
Blenheim, Mr W. £. Weiss, late master of the Borough School, being the Principal. Mr Weiss 
has issued a very comprehensive circular, in which we notice some points which we believe do 
not generally enter into the ordinary curriculum of Colonial schools. He says, "no small dire 
will be devoted to manners, by a firm but not severe discipline." Our Colonial youth are not as 
a rule remarkable for their polish, the above may therefore be considered a desideratum. In 
addition to the usual subjects of school teaching, an elementary knowledge of minerals, plants, 
and animals, of the laws of health, and social economy will be imparted to the pupils." We paid 
his school a visit yesterday, and noticed quite an array of desks of a novel construction, one of 
which will be allotted to each pupil, and is so constructed as to prevent a stooping attitude. Mr 
Weiss certainly deserves credit for his attempt to improve our youngsters. 
6th May 1876 A MEETING of the Cadets will be held This Evening (SATURDAY), at the 
Borough School, at 6.30 p.in., for the purpose of reorganising the Corps. John Smith 
6th May 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD,  
At the conclusion of the business of the Borough Council, the Education Board met, the same 
members being present. Mr J. E. Hodson in the chair. The minutes were read and confirmed. A 
letter was received from the Chairman of the School Committee, asking permission to raise the 
salary of the second master £25 per year. Mr Fell moved that the request be complied with he 
thought that .£125 was not too much for the services required. Mr Wemyss approved of the 
action of the committee, and seconded the motion. Mr Nosworthy supported the motion 
because he considered it right, and also because Mr Lee had recommended an increase of 
salary to all the schoolmasters in the Province. The motion was carried. The following accounts 
were passed for payment Express, printing. &c, £1 7s 6d J. Nixon, balance due on Infant 
School, £147 15s, with the understanding that the same should not be paid until the work had 
been duly passed by the architect. Some conversation followed on the necessity for gravelling 
some portion of the school ground, and also with reference to a supply of water to the School, 
the water being at present obtained from the river. The danger in allowing children to go to the 
river for water was admitted by all, and the necessity for having a well was also fully 
acknowledged. The matter was finally left in the hands of the Committee, and the Board 
adjourned.  
7th June 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  
The same members were present. Mr Douslin's account for drawing plans, &c., £8, and an 
account from Mr Nixon for work done at the Borough School, £2, were passed for payment.) 
Mr Robinson called attention to the fact that the fence of the school ground was being carried' 
away, panel after panel was stolen, and some steps should be taken to put a stop to the practice. 
Mr Earll said that there was a good deal of that sort of thing going on he believed that 800 feet 
of timber had -been stolen from Seymour Square, he saw one piece the other day which he 



supposed had proved too heavy, as it had been dropped on the. road. After some conversation 
with reference to the nuisance arising from the overflow of the artesian well on Mrs 
Templeton's property, the Board adjourned.  
10th June 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  
The same members were present except Cr Robinson, who had retired. Mr Hodson in the 
Chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Mr Fell obtained leave to 
move without notice, That Messrs Nosworthy, Farmar, and the mover be a committee to wait 
upon his Honor and explain to him the present position of the funds of the Board." His motive 
for making the proposition was that in a short time the Board would be deprived at one blow of 
a considerable source of revenue, the publicans' licenses. As the proposed members of this 
committee were members of the School Committee, they would be able to point out the wants 
of the Board to his Honor. The Chairman said he believed it was the intention of the General 
Government to give the Board the publicans' license fees for this year, payable in July next. Cr 
Fell was glad to hear that, but he still thought it would be well to advise with his Honor 
regarding the financial position of the Board before he went to Wellington. The Chairman said 
it probably would be a. good plan to adopt, and after some conversation the motion was agreed 
to, and the Board adjourned.  
2nd August 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD.  
The Board met at the those of the Council business, the same gentlemen being present, J". E. 
Hodson, Esq., in the chair. The minutes were read and confirmed. An account for the 
Secretary's salary for the quarter ending June 30 was passed for payment. Mr Nosworthy 
moved that the sum of be placed at the disposal of the School Committee to meet current 
expenses. The Chairman said the Board had not got as much money to give. Mr Nosworthy 
said in explanation that in the I years 1874-5 the Borough Schools cost the town l about £625, 
the present school fees would amount to about £300, and the School Committee had received 
£175, he had therefore asked for £150 as making up the difference required to pay expenses 
over and above the fees. Mr Robinson in seconding the motion, said that as one of the School 
Committee he could state that the  Committee had great difficulty in getting in the school-fees, 
and they had determined to summon about 25 persons who were in arrears. As the Chairman 
said they had not got the money, he would beg leave to "move instead s that he given to the 
Committee. Mr Earll seconded the motion, which was carried, and the  Board adjourned.  
16th August 1876 BOROUGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE V HILL. Mr James T. Robinson 
appeared as one of the Committee, and claimed £ 3 due as school fees. Defendant did not 
appear. The debt was proved in the usual way. Judgment for plaintiff for £ 3 with 93 costs 
23rd August 1876 Borough Schools. At the last examination of teachers for certificates, 
none presented themselves but the Misses Macklin. By some misapprehension, they were 
examined on the questions intended for adult teachers in whole change of schools. They 
have however been successful. Miss Macklin is classed as assistant teacher and her sister 
as 2nd and 3rd junior assistant. It is probable there will be one other as the questions  were 
entirely beyond the comprehension of young  people. We are informed however that Mr 
Macklin is satisfied with the result, and considers the examination, a fair one, although the 
Wellington teachers are crying out at the difficulty and number of the questions. In our 
advertising columns will he found the curriculum of study of the senior class at the 
Borough Schools for the ensuing quarter, from which it will be seen that the Head Master 



proposes to forward the pupils in Advanced Education. It is certainly an opportunity that 
every boy should avail himself. of that may be able. 
14th October 1876 BLENHEIM EDUCATION BOARD,  
The Blenheim Education [Board then met the same members being present except Mr Fell who 
had retired.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
The following; accounts were ordered to be paid Mrs Wrigley. interest on land £8 15s. Tait, £1 
3 6d, Secretary's Salary £3 15s, Compton £1 10s, Spencer, £7 12s . After some conversation as 
to the position of the Board on the new Act coming into force. Mr Nosworthy moved by leave 
without notice that the Treasurer pay to the School committee any balance remaining after the 
payment of the before mentioned accounts.  
This closed the business and the Board adjourned.  
20th December 1876 It was reported that the Blenheim Boys' School house required 
repairing and ventilating, and also that the teacher's residence should be enlarged. The 
Board resolved that the residence should be enlarged, and that the schoolhouse should be 
properly ventilated the question of repairs to the latter place being allowed to stand over. 
 
1877	
10th January 1877  BLENHEIM SCHOOL. In reply to Mr Robinson the Chairman said that his 
remarks would apply to the proposed additions to the teacher's house at Blenheim. He 
presumed that what was intended was to make it two stories high like the rest of the building, 
as the minute only spoke of two rooms. He thought it desirable that the addition should be  
such as would allow of some accommodation for boarders. Captain Baillie supposed the 
additions would be uniform with the rest of the building. The Chairman replied that he would 
see as to the plans, and that the additions were as pointed out 
3rd March 1877 Blenheim School Committee. The undersigned will receive up to six o‘clock of 
the evening of Tuesday, March 6th, applications for the office of Collector of School Fees. 
Remuneration, 5 per cent. Particulars can be obtained from War. Nosworthy, Chairman of 
Committee 
7th March 1877 NELSON SCHOLARSHIP. The Chairman  reported that the examination had 
taken place, and the papers had been forwarded to Messrs Mackay and Hodgson the examiners 
on Wednesday last. He had since received a telegram saying that the order of merit was as 
follows l. R. McCallum, 2. K. M 'Ivor. He also read a note from McCallum, declining to accept 
the Scholarship unless he could attend the Blenheim School" The Chairman said the 
Scholarship would therefore now be transferred to the next in order, and that was K. McIvor 
2nd May 1877 Mr. Lee completed his inspection of the Blenheim Borough Schools at noon to-
day, and we are proud of the result, which was as follows  
46 passed First Standard  
31 passed Second Standard  
8 passed Third Standard  
4 passed Fourth Standard. 
Four in the Fourth Standard is, we believe, the highest number passed by any school in either 
Marlborough or Wellington, and B. McCallum took the highest number of marks yet taken, 



165. R. W. Farmar took 125 Arthur Farmar, 124 and Arthur Clark, 120. We give these boys so 
prominent a notice as the greatest honor we can bestow. 
9th May 1877 The following letter was read from the Chairman of the Local School Committee 
Blenheim, May 4th 1877. Sir,— l have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 
11th ultimo informing me that Mr Severne had been appointed to another school, and that the 
Misses Macklin were appointed temporarily, and asking whether this is satisfactory. In reply I 
have to inform you that it is. There now being a vacancy in our School l am directed to 
respectfully request that the Board will advertise for a" qualified teacher, and in so doing I am 
directed to respectfully request that the Board will advertise for a qualified teacher and in so 
doing express the opinion of the Committee that the Board should increase the salary, as it is 
impossible to get a teacher of suitable attainments at the present low salary of £125 per annum. 
Mr Macklin has claimed salary for his two daughters from the 1st October last, which letter I 
now endorse. I have written to Mr Lee as suggested but as I have received no answer, am under 
the opinion that he has sent his answer to you. Since the 15th February last the School 
Committee have received in fees £101 2s and have paid accounts to the amount of £74 '9s 6d 
leaving a. balance of £20 12s 6d which I have this day deposited to the credit of the Education 
Fund Account. I am &c, Wm. Nosworthy, Chairman. Mr Nosworthy also forwarded a 
communication from Mr Macklin requesting on expenditure of £35 in completing efficiently 
the addition to the Teacher's Residence. It was resolved on the motion of Captain Baillie,— 
That the expenditure asked for by Mr Macklin be authorised. The Chairman said that as to the 
appointing of a duly qualified teacher a question would arise as to whether they had not better 
wait for Mr Lee's report, and see what he suggested on the subject. He understood that the 
salaries throughout the Province were very low, and this would make a difference in the kind of 
man they got if they advertised at the present time. Mr Goulter expressed an opinion that the 
present system was most unsatisfactory, and' the sooner they made a change the better. The 
Secretary suggested that they should communicate with Mr Lee at once, as it would save time. 
The Chairman moved— That the Secretary do telegraph to Mr Lee enquiring what salary he 
would suggest for the Assistant Teacher, and that on receipt of his answer he do advertise for a 
teacher in terms thereof. In reply to the Chairman, the Secretary stated that Mr Macklin's two 
daughters were teaching  
in the school independent of the vacancy. They  had not been authorised to teach by the Board, 
but Mr Macklin had suffered them- to do so, subject to Mr Lee's approval. There were over 50 
children for each teacher, even with their assistance , but he did not think it was intended the 
matter should be dealt with until after the receipt of Mr Lee's report. 
6th June 1877 The following letter was read from the Chairman of the Local School Committee 
Blenheim, May 4th 1877. Sir,— l have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 
11th ultimo informing me that Mr Severne had been appointed to another school, and that the 
Misses Macklin were appointed temporarily, and asking whether this is satisfactory. In reply I 
have to inform you that it is. There now being a vacancy in our School l am directed to 
respectfully request that the Board will advertise for a" qualified teacher, and in so doing am 
directed to respectfully request that the Board will advertise for a qualified teacher and in so 
doing express the opinion of the Committee that the Board should increase the salary, as it is 
impossible to get a teacher of suitable attainments at the present low salary of £125 per annum. 
Mr Macklin has claimed salary for his two daughters from the 1st October last, which letter I 



now endorse. I have written to Mr Lee as suggested but as I have received no answer, am under 
the opinion that he has sent his answer to you. Since the  15th February last the School 
Committee have received in fees £101 2s and have paid accounts to the amount of £74 '9s 6d 
leaving a. balance of £20 12s 6d which I have this day deposited to the credit of the Education 
Fund Account. I am &c, Wm. Nosworthy, Chairman." Mr Nosworthy also forwarded a 
communication from Mr Macklin requesting on expenditure of £35 in completing efficiently 
the addition to the Teacher's residence. It was resolved on the motion of Captain Baillie,— 
That the expenditure asked for by Mr Macklin be authorised. The Chairman said that as to the 
appointing of a duly qualified teacher a question would arise as to whether they had not better 
wait for Mr Lee's report, and see what he suggested on the subject. He understood that the 
salaries throughout the Province were very low, and this would make a difference in the kind of 
man they got if they advertised at the present time. Mr Goulter expressed an opinion that the 
present system was most unsatisfactory, and' the sooner they made a change the better. The 
Secretary suggested that they should communicate with Mr Lee at once, as it would save time. 
The Chairman moved— That the Secretary do telegraph to Mr Lee enquiring what salary he 
would suggest for the Assistant Teacher, and that on receipt of his answer he do advertise for a 
teacher in terms thereof. In reply to the Chairman, the Secretary stated that Mr Macklin's two 
daughters were teaching  
in the school independent of the vacancy. They had not been authorised to teach by the Board, 
but Mr Macklin had suffered them- to do so, subject to Mr Lee's approval. There were over  50 
children for each teacher, even with their assistance, but he did not think it was intended the 
matter should be dealt with until after the  receipt of Mr Lee's report. 
BLENHEIM SCHOOL. The Chairman announced that they had advertised for an assistant 
teacher for the Blenheim School at £160 per annum, the amount recommended by Mr Lee, but 
the time for receiving applications had not yet expired 
.BLENHEIM SCHOOL. The Chairman reported that the School Committee had expended £6 
in fencing, and would like to undertake some gravelling. It was resolved, That the authority 
asked for by the Committee be given. 
6th June 1877 Inspector Lee’s report included  
Blenheim {A) Upper Boys. This school has largely increased in numbers .under, Mr Macklin 
from 34 to 52, and the standard throughout has been considerably raised. Every boy was 
presented for examination and 41 out of 52  
are now passed the 2nd Standard. Seven new passes in Standard III and four in Standard IV are 
evidence of good work in the highest section. There is still very good reading throughout this 
school. The work in Arithmetic and English Grammar was much improved. None are classed 
unsatisfactorily in this department, and many of the passes were made in sixteen months. In 
addition to the work of the Standards 13 pupils are learning Latin, 11 Euclid, 11 Algebra, and 
18 the critical knowledge of an English author. In this department of the school there are five 
boys over 15 years of age, and fifteen others over 13 years of age. Of such pupils very good 
work should be expected. The average age of the whole of the Blenheim schools is 10 years 11 
months 
(B) Lower Boys' .—Under Mr H. Severne this school appears to have been satisfactorily 
taught. It is always difficult to accurately value an assistant master's work, as the drafting is 
made at different times in the year. The work generally was well presented, and a good 



proportion of the candidates passed the 1st Standard. There were seven unsatisfactory pupils 
but these probably represent the weaklings of the whole school, and two of them were 
absentees. The multiplication tables were not always well known but the arithmetic was neat 
and accurate 
(C) Girls' School— The attendance is small, only 36 being on the roll. The standard is also low, 
only one having reached Standard III., and she at a previous examination. The passes in 
Standards I. and II. are satisfactory. The public appear not yet fully sensible of the value of the 
education given to girls in our State schools. I think a higher tone should be given to this 
school, and a well-qualified certificated mistress put in charge, with Miss Macklin as assistant 
D. Infants' School. There is a large increase in the number of young children attending since the 
new Infant School has been built. The school is scarcely organised yet. At present the reading is 
monotonous throughout, the classification for reading is. not accurately struck, especially as to 
the second class the reading books are too difficult, the writing is not in good form, slates are 
not only unruled but defaced by rude scratching, sounds of the vowels in reading are not 
exercised, and the arithmetic is almost nominal, as only three children could add up a few 
figures. No object lessons are given, and no marching exercises. Multiplication tables are 
taught, but the addition tables are not known, except in a form which is a counting exercise. I 
took one or two classes in inductive teaching, and found that considerable intelligence could be 
awakened. The school is rather badly supplied with tablets and alphabet sheets. Reading and 
object stands are much wanted. The gallery is not well built. 
9th June 1877 Table for Blenheim schools at examination 

School No Present Passed Passed Passed Passed 
  Standard 1 2 3 4 

Upper Boys 52 51 41 14 4 
Lower Boys  39 26 0 0 0 

Girls 32 27 9 1 0 

Infants 78 0 0 0 0 
 

School New 
Passes 

Unsatisfactory Head Teacher Time Teacher 

    In charge 
Upper Boys 47 0 Mr. H P Mackay 1 year 
Lower Boys  22 7 Mr. H Severne 3 .2 years 

Girls 12 0 Miss K Macklin 1.0 

Infants 0 0 Mrs. Macklin 1.0 

48% passed in Standard 1 and 23% in Standard 2 
Picton had 56% and 28% passes and Havelock 35% and 21%. Spring Creek 78% and 37% 
30th June 1877 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening, when it was resolved to 
communicate with the Education Board on the subject of Mr Lee's report, with which they 
do not by any means agree. After discussing the matter they adjourned for the purpose of 
further considering the question. 
4th July 1877 and first of all there was the question of a new school for Blenheim. The 
accommodation was quite inadequate at present, and the old school might be used as a 
drill shed and gymnasium. The Chairman pointed out that the Board had borne the 
expense of Education for about nine months 



PENNY SAVING'S BANKS. A letter from Mr Macklin Head Master of the Blenheim 
Borough School enclosing a circular on this subject reprinted in our last issue was read. 
Mr Macklin considered the scheme practicable if sanctioned by the Board, but it would, be 
questionable if any outside body should be allowed any control, especially as it would take 
up some of the teacher's time. He therefore requested instructions and suggested that if the 
scheme be considered advisable the Board should itself introduce it. The Chairman stated 
that personally he was not very strongly in favor of the proposal. Mr Ward said that he 
concurred as he knew nothing of it. No resolution passed on the subject. 
Captain Baillie pointed out that in the Blenheim School the children were crowded up like 
a swarm of bees. The health [of the scholars should be considered. 
BLENHEIM SCHOOL. Captain Baillie moved— That plans and specifications be prepared for 
a new school for the Borough of Blenheim.  
A letter from Mr Nosworthy, Chairman of the Borough School Committee, enclosing letters 
from Mr Macklin and Mr Lea were read. The Chairman said that it appeared from Mr 
Macklin's letters that he claimed salaries for his daughters from 1st October last. Their services 
had been given since he accepted the Head Mastership. The condition of the services was that 
if Mr Lee should report! that they were necessary the payment, should be made, and he had 
reported that they were entitled to every consideration. The school well was still unfit for use, 
and Mr Macklin recommended an artesian well as by far the cheaper in the end. A shelter shed 
was very much required, as it was very objectionable to permit pupils to play in the school 
rooms during wet weather, and some amusement was necessary as a break to the school work. 
Five blackboards were required, and an additional window in the Girls' School. The latter 
portion of Mr Lee's letter was the most important, as it dealt with the question .of teaching 
power. He recommended,. As follows When the average numbers of bona fide attendants on 
the roll for six months exceeds 40. allow one pupil teacher, and one pupil| teacher for every 25 
children additional. An Assistant, if qualified, should count as two pupil. teachers. A monitor at 
£1 per month may, be employed in district schools, whilst the school is increasing, or two 
monitors may count as one Pupil thus 40 on roll, one Teacher, one P.T. j 65 on roll, one 
Teacher, two P.T.s 90 on roll, one Teacher, three P.T.'s, or one Teacher, one assistant, and one 
P.T. After some little discussion the Chairman vacated his seat for ten minutes, and the 
members, together with Mr Nosworthy, inspected the Borough School:  On resuming, the 
Chairman said that if the school went on increasing as at present undoubtedly they would 
require another master. Captain Baillie thought they had better build a good school at once 
while they were at it.  
4th July 1877 OUR COMMITTEE.  
Sin,— l think the Blenheim Borough School Committee' have acted very unjustly -To the 
children attending the Borough School: About a month ago, they gave them a week's holiday, 
which of course was not at the proper time but now, when all the schools in the province are 
having their holidays, the Borough Schools are having none. I think at least they might give 
them a week. Humour says that their reason for so doing is that they say there will be a great 
many floods this year, and therefore the boys will not be able to attend school. Another excuse 
is that they know nothing about the new Regulations which they must most assuredly have 
done, if they read this journal. I think these very small excuses, because in the first case, there 



may be no floods at all, and I also think it very shabby of the Committee to deprive the children 
of a week's holiday. With these few remarks— l remain &c, Justitia   
7th July 1877 The following applications were received for the Second Mastership of the 
Blenheim Borough School  -B. Cronin, Auckland Chas. Nicholls , Wellington J. £. 
Sinclair, Taita John Harr, Hawera Stephen Carrick, New Plymouth W. Brock, 
.Christchurch Wm. Hale, Nelson and A. W. Barnett, Tua Marina. The applications and 
testimonials 'were remitted to the local School Committee.  
The Chairman said the next question would be school accommodation, and he thought 
they should have a plan drawn of a good school room to seat 150 boys. The., plan should 
be on such a system .that they should build a portion of it for present requirements, and 
then get a vote for its completion. Captain Baillie said there were plans in Wellington 
received from the Central Board in England. He- would amend his motion in accordance 
with the Chairman's suggestion, and the plans could be submitted to the Board at their 
next meeting. He thought the foundations should be of concrete with a slate roof 
11th July 1877 The following letter from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee was 
read "Blenheim. July 10, 1877. "Sir, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 6th instant, asking how I arrived at the conclusions concerning the Misses Macklin’s' 
salaries in what school Mrs Macklin had been appointed where we recommend the Misses 
Macklin to be placed as assistants, and also to return the applications of the candidates for the 
second mastership. In answer how I arrived at the salaries for the Misses Macklin— Thus in 
reading some of the new regulations I noticed that the female teachers were to receive three-
fourths of the allowance of male teachers, and taking the lowest salary, the three-fourths 
amounts to £90, and to bear out this view a copy of the Wellington Regulations had been 
shown to me, in which several assistants in Wellington receive that sum. Miss Mary Macklin is 
a pupil teacher of the third year, which I find the Wellington Regulations entitle the pupil 
teacher to the salary mentioned by me, viz., £35. I might say that I should not have put these 
sums down only I understood that the Wellington Regulations were to be followed as closely as 
possible. Mrs Macklin was appointed as Mistress of the Girls and Infants' Schools with Miss 
Kate Macklin as an assistant. The Committee recommend that Mrs Macklin be Mistress of both 
Girls' and Infants  Schools; Miss A, Macklin as assistant in the Girls' School Miss K. Macklin. 
as assistant in both Girls' and Infants' Schools, and they would further recommend that the 
'Misses Macklin get certificates as soon as possible. This proposed arrangement would leave 
the largely: growing boys' school without any increased assistance and we recommend the. 
appointment of a duly qualified assistant. I will forward to your office without delay the 
average attendance of the schools as required by you. The Committee in looking over the 
applications for the Second Master recommended the appointment of Mr B. Cronin of 
Auckland. The Committee recommend that a close fence be erected between the private land 
and the school grounds. This is a matter that, every schoolmaster for the last six years has 
asked for, but it has been put off from time to time for various reasons. I am, &c, William 
Nosworthy. Chairman, &c. Jno.  Robinson, Esq.. Secretary, &c. It was resolved on the motion 
of Capt. Baillie That tenders be called for the sinking, of an artesian well for the Master's 
residence, Blenheim on a site to be approved of by the Committee, and the Secretary to be 
empowered to accept the lowest tender. It was resolved on the motion of Mr Fell That Miss 
Macklin's remuneration be at the rate of £75 per annum, It was resolved on the motion of 



Captain Baillie That Miss Kate Macklin be paid at the rate of £60 per annum. It was resolved 
on the motion of Captain: Baillie That Mr B. Cronin be appointed second master of the 
Blenheim Borough School. It was resolved on the motion of Captain Baillie— That a close 
fence be erected of corrugated iron 6 feet high at the master’s residence Blenheim. The 
question of a new school was discussed, Mr Ward taking his seat and remarking that •was it an 
elective Board he might lose His seat, but Mr Fell certainly would. No resolution was passed 
but the ground plan of the Walworth School, under the London School Board was ultimately 
approved, it being understood that Mr Douslin should, draw plans on this basis.  

27th September 1877 The Teachers of Marlborough, THE Public School Teachers of the 
Province of Marlborough are requested to meet at the Blenheim Schoolroom on Saturday, 
the 7th Oct., at 11 a.in. for the purpose of Forming an Association, and transacting other 

important business. H. P. Macklin. 
29th September 1877 Mr Morrison, seconding Mr Ward, alludes to the case of Mr Cronin, 
whose tender conscience would not allow him to accept the situation of Teacher in the 
Blenheim School, owing to the introduction of the Bible Reading clause in a Bill of Parliament 
which had not been read a first time when he committed his  
act of martyrdom. Mr 0. Redwood, while harping on the same string, pointing out the injustice 
to Catholic Teachers 
13th October 1877 APPLICATIONS will be received until the 30th November, 1877, for the 
office of Second Master for the Boys' School, Blenheim, salary £160 per annum, .and £20 
allowance for rent 
20th November 1877 From the report of the proceedings of the Civil Service Examination 
Board, we gather 'that in the examination last December 58 candidates presented themselves 
for the Junior Examination, and 19 for the Senior. Among those who passed are recorded the 
names of Robert McCallum of Blenheim, who is No. 22 in order of merit. He was eight years 
at the Blenheim Borough School and six months at Renwicktown School.  
Also Richard William Farmar, No. 25, five years at Blenheim Borough School private schools, 
Blenheim, 2 years, and Renwicktown School six months 
15th December 1877 BLENHEIM. It was resolved that tenders be called for the erection of 
a portion of the Boy's School, after the plans have been .approved of by the Committee. 
The Chairman was also authorised to treat for a piece of land with Mrs McDonald 
 
 

1878 
1878 

 
Blenheim High School Macklin H P 

 
Master  £    300.00  

1878 
 

Blenheim Lower Boys' Doherty James 
 

Master  £    180.00  

1878 
 

Blenheim Infants' Macklin Kate 
 

Female  £    105.00  

1878 
 

Blenheim Girls' Macklin Anne 
 

Assistant Female  £       75.00  

1878 
 

Blenheim Girls' Macklin Kate 
 

Head Female  £       60.00  

1878 
 

Blenheim Infants' Macklin Mary 
 

Female 
Probationer 

 £       
45.00  

9th January 1878 Mr Johnson, the new second master of the Blenheim Borough School, sent a 
letter enclosing his certificates, and asking the Board to grant certificates equal to those 



forwarded, and also requesting that a grant be made towards his. travelling expenses from 
Otago, which wore much heavier than he had been led to anticipate, and which if he were 
compelled to pay in full himself would reduce his first year's salary to a very small amount.  
In reference to the first request, the Chairman considered that it would not be advisable to 
pursue such a course without due caution. When a teacher proved himself competent, sober, 
and clever it would be time enough to recognise his merits by granting him certificates 
equivalent to those produced, when they knew that he was entitled thereto. A teacher might 
come with the best testimonials, and afterwards be found unworthy. By exercising extreme 
caution only in such matters could they avoid compromising themselves. With regard to the 
second request the Board had not previously entertained applications for grants in aid towards 
travelling expenses, and the Chairman presumed they would not consider it advisable to begin 
now to make exceptions. With the view of the Chairman in both matters the other members 
expressed their concurrence.  
16th January 1878  Blenheim, January 9th, 1878. TENDERS will be received until noon on 
Monday, February 4th, 1878, for the— Erection of Boy's School, at Blenheim 
It shows, first of all, that the Blenheim Boys' School has taken first place in the Province by 
five boys at the head of the list, namely, Emerson, the prizeman, Farmar, Robinson, Clark, and 
Old the Kaituna School, with Storey, taking sixth place. This Examination is the more 
interesting from the fact that this year the Nelson Boys have been examined from the same 
papers as those of Marlborough. A comparison may therefore be formed that will be. 
instructive. Of the four Nelson Schools that competed four boys only have taken half the, 
number of marks, while three from the one Blenheim School have done so 
30th January 1878 BLENHEIM. In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act, 1577, 
a public meeting of the householders of the Blenheim School District was held iv the Boy's 
School Room, on Monday last, at 2 p.in., to elect seven persons to form the Committee for the 
Blenheim School District. About 90 were present. Mr Douslin, having been- duly proposed and 
seconded took the chair. The. Chairman read the notice convening the meeting when Mr 
Henderson said Before proceeding with the business of the meeting he wished to observe that 
there were iv Blenheim some 300 or 400 householders, and that the present meeting only 
comprised a small fraction of that number. He contended that the meeting was called at an 
inopportune time for the majority of the householders interested to attend. Those householders 
who were not able to attend this meeting were equally interested in its proceedings with the 
householders present, and he therefore thought it advisable that the meeting should adjourn to 
seven, o'clock in the evening. He could not conceive but that the Chairman and the meeting 
would see the reasonableness of his proposal. He moved that the meeting adjourn to 7 a.in., and 
that the bellman be sent round to give all the publicity that could be given of the adjournment. 
The Chairman said the question of adjournment must rest with the meeting. Mr H. Dodson 
seconded the motion. He believed that all present at the meeting then could attend in the 
evening, and there would be an opportunity given for a great many others whose employment 
prevented them from attending at the present time. Mr Gorrie moved as an amendment that the 
meeting now proceed to the business for which it was convened. He would observe that by the 
number then present more interest was shown in the object of this meeting than in any that he 
had seen for some time. If one man could leave his work for a purpose of such interest so could 
others. Many persons had come from a considerable distance and might not be able to stay till 
night. Others might have business of their own to -attend to, as he had himself, and if the 
meeting were adjourned he have to lose his time twice. Mr Fell seconded the amendment. It 
was a poor compliment for those who had taken the trouble to attend to be met by a motion for 
adjournment. The delay could serve no useful purpose, and looked like an attempt at a party 
move. According to the Act, the meeting should at once proceed to elect the committee. Mr 



Henderson considered the remarks were uncourteous and unkind. So far as related to himself, 
he had a hearty desire to see fair play. He would regret to see' any waste of time, but he thought 
the meeting would believe him when he stated that his only desire for an adjournment was that 
the whole of the householders should have an opportunity of exercising their right in the 
election of the Committee. He was glad to see so large a number present, and believed- that 
many had come through the publicity he had been the means of giving to the meeting through 
the newspaper. But though there was a good attendance they could not be said to represent the 
whole of the householders. It was a serious matter for many working men to lose half a day, 
and that was his reason for wishing the meeting to be held in the evening. He repudiated the 
idea of any party move. It was simply a desire to see fair play to some 300 or 400 householders 
who were not present. Mr Gorrie said the business of the meeting was not so much for 
discussion as for the nomination and election of candidates. Mr Jas. T. Robinson said the 
meeting had. no power to adjourn. According to the Act they met at two o'clock to elect a 
School Committee, and he must say that except at a general election or something of that kind 
he had never seen so many householders present at a meeting before. Mr Johnson would 
support the amendment. Looking around he observed that nearly all present were men who had 
left their work to come there and had lost half a day already. He knew of some who had made 
other engagements for the evening, and it was only reasonable that they should go on with the 
object of the meeting. He would not at present enter into the question about the hour of two 
o'clock being a good time or otherwise to hold the meeting, but strongly objected to those who 
had left then" work now to lose time again for what could be done at once}; those who |were 
absent evidently did not feel any interest in the matter or they would have attended. Mr 
Henderson again rose to speak, when Mr W. Nosworthy rose to a point of order, and amidst 
cries of Chair, chair," Mr Henderson sat down. The Chairman ruled that Mr Henderson was out 
of order. The amendment was then put, and on a show of hands being called for there were 
about 43 in favor of it, and 17 against it. Mr Henderson's motion was then put and lost by a 
large majority. Mr Ward wished to know if it was clearly understood that none but 
householders could vote. Now in one sense he was not a householder, but he paid rates to the 
borough for land that he owned, and a stable that he occupied, and as he paid the rates he 
contended that he had a right to vote. Mr John T. Robinson Yes, in your own district. Mr Ward 
said he did not know his own district.  
The act, in the interpretation clause, said Householder' means every adult male or female 
person, who "as owner, or tenant lessee or occupier, occupies uses or resides in any dwelling-
house shop warehouse or other building in any district, or every parent or guardian who is 
liable to maintain, or has the actual custody of any child. Now he was a male adult, and if he 
did not occupy a house in the borough, he used a stable. (Laughter). Therefore he considered he 
had a right to vote, but if he had not he would go away. Mr Fell said it would be time to object 
when the votes were tendered.  
Mr Sinclair wished to know how long the poll would be kept open The Chairman said the 
voting would commence directly after the candidates had been nominated.  
Mr. Nosworthy, Chairman of the late Borough School Committee, then read the following  
ANNUAL REPORT  
The Blenheim Borough School- Committee in presenting this report would congratulate the 
householders in the passing of the new Education Act, giving them full power to elect 
committees for the management of the schools.  
"The present Committee took office at a time when the Schools were very much neglected, and 
allowed to drift into a had system of teaching, and a still worse management of the funds at- the 
disposal of the Committee. The number of scholars was small, the total not reaching one 
hundred, and the Committee in debt and the books in confusion.  



"The first annual inspection shewed the necessity for a thorough reform, which was at once 
undertaken by a change in the teaching staff, and a careful' revision of the finances. A marked 
improvement was the result the number of pupils increased rapidly, and the funds at the 
disposal of the Committee increased also a new building was a necessity. The laud on which 
the present Girl's School stands was purchased, and the commodious school at present there 
was erected. Still not satisfied further changes were made, which have resulted in the schools 
being brought to their highly satisfactory state. A considerable number of pupils have from 
time to time been removed to the Nelson College where they have in many instances obtained 
high honors. The last two scholarships open to Marlborough boys having been gained by 
Blenheim School boys. At the last examination the first five on the list came from the Borough 
Schools.  
"The Committee have also erected an Infants' School capable of containing 100 children, who 
being very young are taught the first rudiments of education by easy stages, and afterwards 
drafted into the junior boys and girls schools, a system which has worked exceeding well. The 
Committee have much pleasure in reporting that the number of pupils now receiving a good 
education has reached the large total of 250 being considerably more than one third of the 
children of the whole educational district.  
The Committee would take this opportunity acknowledging the ability and untiring exertion 
displayed by the whole teaching staff, which have led to the schools being raised to their 
present high state of efficiency, The Committee trust that their efforts to improve the School 
placed under their charge, will meet with the approval of the householders of the district.  
"William Nosworthy. Chairman of School Committee. Blenheim Jan. 26th, 1878."  
Mr Henderson supposed the report to be satisfactory, but he could not help remarking on a little 
bitterness in the first part of it in reference to those who had done the duty before the late 
committee. It Was very easy to carry out most things successfully when there were plenty of 
funds. It must not be forgotten that in the old time there was very little money about indeed, 
and they had to be content with one male and one female teacher. The whole country was in 
great poverty. The funds at the disposal of that former Committee did not amount to more than 
.£250, whilst at present there was say £1,000 to be devoted to educational purposes, and. they 
ought to expect a good deal of improvement, which no doubt there was.  
Mr Fell remarked that the late Committee had worked for three years with the same means that 
were available when Mr Henderson and Mr Collie had the principal management of the School, 
and with those funds they had built the new Girls' School and Infants' School, and considerably 
enlarged the Boys' School. So little attention had been paid to the most important matters, and 
the books were in such wild confusion, that it was impossible for the best accountants to make 
anything of them. The Committee estimated their loss at £200 at least, besides having to pay a 
large sum to Mr Griffiths who was engaged days and nights in arranging the accounts owing to 
the neglect of Mr Henderson and Mr Collie.  
The report was then adopted. Mr Dodson asked if there should not be some accounts submitted 
to the meeting The Chairman replied that nothing was mentioned about accounts in the Act. It 
simply mentioned the report. He then called upon the meeting to nominate candidates. Mr Earll 
proposed Messrs W. Nosworthy, F. T. Farmar, Jas. T. Robinson, J. E. Hodson, C. Fulton, A. G. 
Fell, and Jas. Gorrie.  
Mr H. "Dodson proposed Mr Alfred Litchfield.  
Mr Cooke proposed Mr R. W. Parker. Mr Geo. Mason proposed Mr Henderson, who declined 
to stand.  
Mr S. Clinch proposed Mr Dodson who also declined to stand.  
Mr Hutcheson was also proposed by Mr Cooke and declined to stand.  
No other person being nominated, Mr Henderson moved and Mr Silvius seconded that the 
meeting adjourn to five o'clock. The Chairman did not think they had power to adjourn, and 



said as soon as ballot papers could be prepared the voting would commence. In a short time a 
sufficient number of papers were written out and the voting commenced by ballot.  
The following was the result of the poll Fell 80, Fulton 78, Robinson IT, Litchfield 76, Parker 
73, Nosworthy 67, Farmar 67, Hodson 62, Gome 58.  
The Chairman then declared the first seven in the above list duly elected members of the 
Blenheim Borough School Committee.  
The whole of the candidates present returned thanks to those who had voted for them and the 
meeting separated.  
9th February 1878 Blenheim Borough School J. Knight, timber, £1,294, concrete £1,655, 
G. Mason £1,700, Davies Bros. £1,175, Wemyss £1,122; Goptorth £1,074. The last tender 
was accepted. S. Clinch was the successful tenderer for the painting, &c, at £74, the only 
other tender being that of J. Bartlett, £80 10s. 
6th March 1878 The resignation of Mr Brock, of the third mastership of the Blenheim 
Borough School was read, and the Secretary was instructed to advertise for his successor. 
The attendance returns for the month of February showed the number of pupils who had 
attended the Borough Schools as follows 178 boys, 119 girls— total 297 the average daily 
attendance 159 boys, 106 girls— total 265. In the Infant School there were now 110 
pupils, and. the Head Master recommended the appointment of two. Junior Pupil 
Teachers, the present staff being too small. The Chairman remarked that the Board must 
consider that in fostering Junior Pupil Teachers they were training future teachers. It was 
owing to the adoption of this system that the Canterbury Schools were worked so cheaply. 
The recommendation was agreed to. 
3rd April 1878 Blenheim Borough Schools. INSTRUCTION in Classics, Mathematics, &c, 
will be commenced at 8 p.in. on Tuesday, the 2nd April. The Class Will be a portion of 
the ordinary school organisation, and must not be considered private tuition. Fees -£3 3s 
payable in advance. H. P. Macklin, Head Master 
6th April 1878 Mr W. Johnson, second master of the Borough Schools, tendered his 
resignation to the Committee on Saturday last, having been appointed to the Newton 
School, Auckland, at a salary of £300 and other material advantages. It seems futile to 
expect that we shall obtain or retain good masters unless the Education Board is prepared 
to give larger salaries than they do at present. In a few weeks we shall have two vacancies 
in these schools. 
22nd May 1878 Mr. Doherty, .who has just been appointed the second master of the 
Blenheim Borough Schools arrived by the Wellington yesterday, and has commenced his 
duties 
8th June 1878 BLENHEIM. The following letters from the Chairman of the Local Committee, 
and the Head Master of the Blenheim Schools were read. Sir, I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of yours of the 15th ultimo, in which you send copy of a resolution passed by the 
Board, requesting the Committee to make a recommendation as to the scale of fees which 
should be charged against pupils receiving higher education. In reply, I have to inform you that 
the Committee recommend that the fees chargeable in the Blenheim District High School 
should be five shillings per pupil per quarter. It is further recommended that before any pupil is 
entered in the High School such pupil should pass an examination.  
"The Committee in passing the latter recommendation do so, not with a desire to trench on the 
duties of the Board, but that the High School shall be what it purports to be.— l am, &c, W. 
Nosworthy, Chairman Blenheim School Committee."  



After a long discussion it was agreed that the amount of fees to be paid for the higher branches 
of education be again referred to the Blenheim Borough School Committee. Also that a 
committee, consisting of Messrs Hodson, Fell, and Henderson confer with Mr Macklin.  
It was agreed that Mr Douslin be instructed to draw out plans and specifications for desks, &c, 
for the new Blenheim Borough School and that Messrs Fell -and Henderson examine the plans 
and. accept tenders.  
10th April 1878 A letter from the Blenheim School Committee was read, .(with enclosure of 
letter from Mr Macklin to the Committee) which recommended' the appointment of Mr Walter 
Andrews, of Otago, as third master of the Blenheim School in place of Mr Brock who had 
resigned  also stating that Miss Johnson had been engaged by the Committee for one month as 
assistant teacher, at £5 for the month and also stating that Mr Johnson had given the usual 
notice to resign his appointment as second master on the 30th April. ,Mr Macklin's letter to the 
Committee stated that Mr Andrews had high qualifications, and recommended the Committee 
to use their influence to get the salaries raised and put on a. more permanent footing. In reply to 
a question the Chairman said the salary of the second master was £160 a year, with £20 
allowed for house rent,' the salaries here were based on the Wellington scale. Mr Hodson 
proposed and Mr Dive seconded —That a second master for the Blenheim School be 
advertised for at' the old rate. The motion was agreed to. The following letter from 
MrMaoklin.to the Secretary to the Education. Board, dated March 8th, was read Sir,— l have 
the honor to inform you that I have had some applications from young ladies to be taken into 
.the Schools to/ learn the. Art of teaching," would the Board frame some rules or make 
arrangements for their admission. There is great difficulty experienced here in procuring well 
instructed! teachers and I would respectfully suggest that [some steps should be taken to train 
some, as well as to give instruction to those already employed. There are now six applicants 
and could a start be made, it is probable the number would reach ten. I do not think that a 
training department could succeed anywhere in the colonies without some allowance for board. 
You can easily ascertain what is being done in Dunedin or Christchurch. In my opinion a useful 
amount of work in this direction could be done here for about £600 per annum. On the motion 
of the Chairman, Mr Macklin's letter was ordered to stand over for the' consideration of the 
next Board 
27th April 1878 Mr Andrews, late of the Miller's Flat Schools, Otago, who was lately appointed 
third master to the Blenheim Borough Schools, arrived here on Thursday and at once 
commenced his duties. As Mr Johnston the second master left on the previous day, it is to be 
hoped that the staff will be increased to its full strength as soon as possible 
11th May 1878 A new school is in course of erection at Blenheim it will contain 240 
children and will be available for use in three months. 
The School Committee recommended the appointment of Mr James Douherty  as second 
Master. The appointment was confirmed. 
The following letter from Mr Walter Andrews, who has recently been appointed third 
master to the Blenheim School to the Secretary of the Education Board was read Sir, I beg 
to call your attention to the matter of my expenses in coming from a far distant part of the 
Colony to fill the office of Third Master of Blenheim Schools.  
My expenses were not less than £15, and [the actual travelling fares were  
Queenstown to Dunedin £4 17 6  
Dunedin to Picton £6 0 0  
Picton to Blenheim  £0 4 6  
Total fares £11 2 0  



Besides board and lodging in different stopping places. I trust you will submit this to your 
Honorable Board requesting them to make an allowance towards defraying these heavy 
expenses. As it now is, lam at once plunged into debt in a strange place which it will take 
5 weeks’ pay to wipe off; and yet my necessary current expenses must be met. I trust your 
honorable Board will assist me, as my salary is very meagre." A discussion ensued, during 
which it was stated that if a man accepted an engagement, he would or should naturally 
calculate the cost that he would incur to meet it there had been no precedent here for such 
a payment as requested, and the Board could not make any exception in the present case. 
It was pointed out that if such a system were adopted, during the present demand for 
schoolmasters, the Boards might filter away their money in paying for trips for teachers 
17th July 1878 We gather from the New Zealand Times that Mr Macklin of Blenheim has 
been elected a. member of the Wellington Philosophical Society, arid also that he purposes 
reading a paper before that body on Douslin's Log Dams 
20th July 1878 The Grove Town School Committee reported that they had chosen Mr 
Walter Andrews as schoolmaster, and the Board appointed him accordingly. BLENHEIM. 
Mr Henderson" reported that the Committee appointed to report on the school desks had 
found that they were not required immediately, and had not yet done anything in the 
matter. Captain Baillie said the desks recently procured from Mr Bowden for the Tua 
Marina school had iron standards, with movable pivots 
10th August 1878 school desks.  
The report of the Committee recommended that 12 desks each 6 foot 6 inches long and 18 
inches wide, with slate rack and pen groove be provided for the High School— these will 
accommodate 36 pupils. That 20 desks, each 9 feet long and 18 inches wide, with slate rack 
and pen groove be provided for the Boys' School to accommodate 100 pupils. That the Lower 
Boys School be furnished with desks at present in use in the: old buildings. The report was 
received and adopted. In reply to a question the Secretary said that a verbal communication had 
been made to him by Mr Wemyss, that he would not undertake; to make the short desks unless, 
he had the long  
ones to make also, which he would do for 48 shillings  each, the price of the short ones was 38 
shillings s each.  
After some discussion Mr Dive moved and Mr Fell seconded— That Mr Wemyss tender be 
accepted for the whole of the desks, and in the event of his declining the committee to call for 
fresh tenders, and have power to accept the same. 
BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. A letter was received from the Chairman of the 
Blenheim Borough School Committee, stating that the stove in the Girls' School would not 
draw, filling the room with smoke and requesting that a double chimney be erected to suit both 
the Girls' and Infants' Schools. Mr Fell said that when the Desk Committee were in the school 
the other day the girls had to be sent into the boys' school because the stove would not draw. 
He moved That the Blenheim Borough School Committee, be authorised to call for tenders for 
the erection of a double chimney'. Mr Hodson said the present arrangement was a shocking 
one, and he believed, the pipes cost nearly as much as a chimney. The pipes and stove might be 
sold to cover part of the expense. Mr Conolly said the question was whether it was most 
desirable that the School Committee or the Board should call for tenders. 
10th August 1878 A letter from Mr D. H. Pattie was read, requesting to be allowed to attend the 
Blenheim  Borough School to qualify himself to become a teacher.  



Mr Henderson understood that Mr Macklin was Willing to give instruction. Mr Fell moved 
That it be referred to the Blenheim Borough School Committee for their report thereon, as they 
were about to consider the subject of pupil teachers. Mr Paul seconded the motion, which was 
carried 
7th September 1878 Mr Conolly said it appeared to be necessary that some new rules 
relative to scholarships should be made. It was a question whether it would be possible to 
have Nelson scholarships at all since the Blenheim Borough School had been made a 
District High School. He considered it was a great mistake. He moved That the Secretary 
enquire if establishing a High School would prevent the Board continuing the scholarships 
to Nelson College. The motion was agreed to. 
5th October 1878 The following letter from Mr W. Nosworthy, Chairman of the Blenheim 
School Committee, was mid "Sir, I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours covering Mr 
Macklin's letter of 3rd instant re School fittings. lam directed also to forward the following 
resolution, namely That the Board be recommended to appoint Mr Macklin Headmaster of the 
High School, and to appoint Mr Doherty Head Master of the Primary Schools. That Mr 
Macklin's salary be regulated that it remains as it is at present, and that Mr Doherty's salary be 
regulated so as to be increased £25 per annum. In commenting on the above letter Mr Fell said 
some dissatisfaction had been expressed relative to the Girls' School. Nearly all the teachers 
were members of Mr Macklin's family, and the School Committee proposed to give Mr 
Doherty charge of the primary schools, and place the other teachers in those schools under him. 
This would  necessitate a change •with regard to capitation allowance, and the Committee 
desired such a regulation as would secure to Mr Macklin his present salary, and increase Mr 
Doherty's £25 a year for his additional work and responsibility. Mr Doherty was a very good 
teacher, and besides had a speciality for organising schools. He would remind the Board that 
the schools were now being conducted without a third master a pupil teacher without salary 
was acting, and the work of the school was done efficiently. The Local School Committee he 
said would like to have the management of the education of the pupils  in the schools, subject, 
of course, to the Board. He moved that the letter be adopted. In reply to Mr Henderson, Mr Fell 
repeated the alterations proposed. Mr Paul seconded the motion. Mr Henderson said that it 
seemed to him that the proposal before them involved considerable changes, and the thought 
the subject should not be decided at once. There should, be some notice of so important a 
matter. He was not clear himself that they had attained the dignity of a High School, and it 
would be rather in advance of their knowledge if the proposal was adopted. They would be 
taking a deal of work from the Head Master, and he did not know whether there would be 
sufficient work to occupy the time of Mr Macklin, .who was paid a considerable salary for his 
supervision. The whole thing seemed to him to involve a large and great change. He would 
propose as an amendment that the matter stand over to the next regular meeting of the Board, 
so that in the meantime more consideration could be given to it. Mr Fell said he would not 
oppose the postponement till next Tuesday. The new buildings would be completed in about a 
fortnight, and he considered it was desirable that the arrangements for the conduct of the 
schools should be made before that time. Mr Henderson said he would 'wish to see a fuller 
Board than they were likely to have next Tuesday to decide upon so important a matter. Mr 
Conolly said he should object to deciding on so important a matter with the small number of 
members at present at their meeting. It would not be fair to those who were absent. He was 
sorry that Mr Fell had not seen it in the same light, and consented to the postponement asked 
for. He would not second the amendment, but would vote against the motion. It could now be 
seen what a fatal mistake had been made in making a High School at Blenheim at a moment's 
notice. The Board were then told that the extra fees would more than pay any additional cost. 
But taking the highest probable number likely to pay fees for the high School at 30, each 



paying 10s per quarter, £60 would be the outside they would possibly, receive. Mr Macklin 
besides allowance received at the rate of £340 a year, and all it was shown could be received 
outside towards the payment of that sum was £60. He thought it a most monstrous thing to 
spend the money at the disposal of the Board in that way. He quite agreed with what had fallen 
from Mr Henderson. Besides he could not see how it would be fair to Mr Doherty with regard 
to the capitation allowance. They would be paying for two Head Masters instead of one. Mr 
Fell said he had seen for some time that the last speaker wished to make an attack on the 
Blenheim Schools. Both Mr Henderson and Mr Conolly had exaggerated the importance of the 
request of the Blenheim School Committee. What was proposed was simply to transfer two or 
three classes to Mr Doherty, and it was really a 'matter that more appertained to the School 
Committee than to the Board. Unless better reasons were given he could not consent to the 
question being adjourned for a month. It was a very poor complaint for the Chairman to make 
when he would not object to a month's delay, but would to a week's. He would be the last to 
desire that the business of the Board should be rushed through. He took exception to the 
remarks of Mr Conolly on that the previous School Committees had frequently approved of a 
High School in Blenheim, and during the time of the existence of the Provincial Council it was 
contemplated to make some provision for Higher Education. There had been no attempt to rush 
the matter through it had been discussed for years. Mr Conolly said that this Board had not 
existed many months. Mr Fell said he would reaffirm his former statement that the extra fees 
would more than pay all extra expenses. It was simply changing the name from Upper Boy's 
School to High I School." He. could not understand what the member from Picton could object 
to. In his resolution he asked for nothing more than what they were entitled to. They had 
sacrificed the services of the third master, and were besides taxing themselves for £60 or £70 a 
year. in the face of that the Chairman had the audacity to say- Mr Conolly said if he were not in 
the chair he might speak a little more on the subject, but at present he must appeal to the Board. 
Mr Fell said he could see the object of the last speaker in taking that stand. Mr Henderson said 
he must object to such remarks. Mr Conolly said that if he were in the chair it was not he who 
put himself there. Mr Fell said he would not object to adjourn the question till next Tuesday. 
He had no desire to hurry and in all probability they would have a full Board.  
On the motion being pub Mr Fell voted for it and Mr Henderson against it. Mr Conolly said it 
was a pity the amendment had not been seconded. Mr Paul then said he would vote against the 
motion, which was consequently lost Aye— Mr Fell. Noes— Messrs 'Henderson and Paul. 
Letters from the Chairman of the Waitohi and Wairau. Valley Schools were read enclosing 
small accounts, which were authorised to be paid. A letter from the Secretary to Education 
dated Sept. 27th, was read, in reply to that from the Board of the 14th Sept. reestablishment of 
a District High School in Blenheim and the continuance of scholarships at the Nelson College, 
stating "I am directed to state that taking all the circumstances into consideration the Minister 
will not advise the Board to withdraw scholars from the College." A letter from the Chairman 
of the Canvastown School Committee was read representing the increased accommodation for 
scholars required by that school. The Secretary was instructed to inform Mr Rutland that the 
matter had been included in the returns for new buildings but would have to stand over until 
funds were received. A letter from Mr H. £. Severne, master of the Canvastown School was 
read, giving the average monthly attendance of Maori children, which during the last year had 
been from 10 to 14. The letter further stated that the Maoris in that school would be paid for as 
Europeans in future, and the Native department would have no more to do with them the 
allowances are already paid, and only the current quarter was  due. A letter from Mr N. T. 
Prichard, Chairman of the Grove Town School Committee, requested that the school should be 
enlarged as there had been an increase of 29 per cent of scholars on any previous quarter, and 
also requesting that a female pupil teacher should be appointed. The letter from the Chairman 
contained an enclosure from the Schoolmaster (Mr Andrews) in which he stated that the 



present average attendance was 4169 and the highest attendance of any previous quarter, 324. 
The average number on the roll is 47.15. The Committee was authorised to engage a pupil 
teacher, and the question of increased accommodation would have to stand over for the same 
reason as the Canvastown School. Mr Conolly then proposed the motion of winch he had given 
notice. He said he would not make any remarks on it after what had already passed. Mr 
Henderson seconded the motion which was passed as follows That no alteration in the status of 
any school be made without notice of motion." Mr Fell gave notice to move at the next regular 
meeting— That the request of the Blenheim Borough School Committ.ee be agreed to.  
9th October 1878 With respect to the extraordinary statement made by Mr Fell at the meeting of 
the Education Board last week' to the effect that complaints  
were made about the Girls' School, we have to say that we have made some enquiries, and we 
shall proceed to lay the result before our readers. It was with no little surprise that we learned 
from the Chairman that no complaints had been laid before the Committee, and consequently 
none have been or are being invests  gated. We are also credibly informed that fewer 
complaints have been made about the Girls' Division than any other portion of the Schools. The  
Girls are taught in exactly the same method and programme as the Boys, and age for age have 
to do exactly the same work. It has been known for some time that Mr Macklin would be 
attacked on what was considered the weakest part of the Schools and through his own family 
therefore he was not taken by surprise, and the Girls' School is ready we believe to compete 
with any other of its kind in the Colony. That there has been some grumbling among the 
parents at the strictness of the discipline we can readily understand, but all that have reached 
our ears are ,the result of stringent endeavors to get regular, attendance and carefully prepared 
home lessons. The public will we are sure learn with regret that systematic attempts have been 
made to render the Blenheim Schools a failure, but it is also satisfactory to learn that these have 
been foiled. Since the above was written Mr. Fell has added to his former reckless statements, 
as will be seen by the report of the Board's meeting yesterday. Now, the Schools generally are 
attacked, and again we set' forth to make enquires again to find how baseless these general 
charges are. We have a large Infant School with 133 on the roll which cannot be expected to 
show a good average attendance (hiring the winter, and that an unusually severe one. Besides 
this cause of an apparently large falling off in the attendance is another the Education 
Department having altered the mode of taking the school average which affects the total on a 
quarter. As to the complaints of alleged diminution of attendance, we have obtained a very 
concise statement in contradistinction to Mr Fell's assertions, which will speak for itself. In the 
Upper School, none were added to the roll, and none left during the quarter. In the Lower Boys 
School, three were I added to the roll, and none left. In the Girls School residence  of one 
changed to Grove Town, one  gone to Wellington, two gone to service,, none left to go to any 
other school, nine new scholars. Lower or Infant School, one gone to another school, two left 
the district, two gone to service, forty new scholars Facts like these are stubborn things, and 
more to be relied upon than the general charges and insinuations of anyone. We shall feel it our 
duty to enter more fully on this subject on another occasion, as and we are sure our readers will 
agree with us in this— we cannot afford to have the reputation of our Teachers destroyed for 
"party" reasons. When they deserve condemnation there is a proper and straightforward way of 
dealing with them, but because they choose to exercise their rights as citizens in a free country 
is no reason why they should be ruined utterly, without an hearing or defence, nor shall they 
while we have a free press and the liberty to use it which we now enjoy.  
12th October 1878 NEW PUBLIC "SCHOOLS  
As the new Public Schools at Blenheim are now completed with the exception of the painting, 
we take the opportunity afforded of giving some description of them. The building is erected 
on the School Reserve near to the old schools, and is of a very ornate character. It consists of a 
main hall and two wings, presenting a frontage of 84 feet and a depth of 25 feet. The entrance 



is on the north side of the building and the lights are obtained on the south side by large treble 
circular headed windows in each wing and ten windows in the main hall the lugs are also 
lighted on the eastern and western ends by four windows in each. The keystone or gargoyle of 
each window is adorned by n, carved head, of which we shall only remark that they are the 
work of Ah Gee, and that the subjects are scarcely appropriate to the use they are put to. On 
each side are pilasters about two-thirds the height of the window, and finished off with 
moulded architraves. The cornices are bold and supported by brackets about two feet apart. The 
front gables, which project considerably, have circular louvres and a bargeboard of a semi 
gothic character, a design not unlike the letter M, with very neat finials." In the centre of the 
roof is a large ornamental ventilator, fitted with louvres and annual. The roof is covered with 
tarred felt and corrugated iron. The building stands on upwards of 60 concrete piles, each 12 x 
l2 inches. In the rear are two lavatories with basins for four boys in each, and a sufficient 
number of hat pegs for the whole of the boys, the same passage leading to 'them and to the 
main entrance to the school. The school is a spacious room 46 by 24 feet, and adapted to 
accommodate 120 scholars. The height is 28 feet from the floor to the ridge, and the roof is 
open showing the framework. The walls are dadoed and lined, with the boards placed 
diagonally, and in each corner, and at intervals under each principal are fitted Tobin's 
ventilators, 28 in all. Two fireplaces with mantelpieces will supply warmth when necessary. 
The class rooms at each end measure 24 by 18 feet, and are each estimated to accommodate 50 
boys the whole school being thus adapted for 220. The class rooms are lined and ventilated 
similarly to the large school, each having a fireplace. The dado, doors, mantelpieces, sashes, 
and frames are to be varnished, and the walls and ceilings distempered. Entrance to each is 
obtained by Gothic doors leading from the main school room. We notice that desks are 
provided for all the pupils, and these are varied in height to suit different ages, and are made on 
the most approved principle. It only remains to say that the buildings have been erected under 
the superintendence of Mr Douslin, architect, by Mr Gopporth that the contract price was 
£1074, and what is very unusual in so large a contract, the only extra on the work is an 
additional door to one of the class rooms. As before stated the only work remaining to be done 
is a portion of the painting, and it is understood that in a fortnight the whole will be finished 
and ready for occupation. 
2nd November 1878 Owing  to the statements made at the last meeting of the Education Board 
with reference to the Borough Schools, we have taken considerable pains to obtain further 
information relative to similar institutions. We find that had it not been for the foresight of the 
Master, and the extra time given to the instruction of senior classes, the attempt to disorganise 
the Schools through lack of teaching power would have been successful. We purpose going 
into this matter more fully on a future occasion, and therefore at present shall give a few 
statistics drawn from the official reports of the Board and other sources, with a view of 
showing those who think that the Blenheim Schools are likely to interfere with the smaller 
Schools of the district, or that an undue amount of the Education Grant will be required to 
maintain the High School, that there is no fear of such a result. On examining the report for 
1877, we find that the salaries of the Teachers at the Borough schools amounted to £702 13s 4d 
against this was received from the Education Department of the Government £798 15s. for an 
average attendance of 213 at 10s per pupil extra for ordinary expenses, £106 10s. and £ 259 19s 
lid, raised locally, of which LB3 was handed over, making a total received by the Board for 
these schools L9BB ss. as against £ 702 13s 4d salaries, but of the balance Borne L6O or L7O 
worth of books and school materials has to be deducted, showing that for the year 1877 more 
than L2OO was taken from the Borough Schools. Further on it will be seen that this was not 
required for other Schools, for a balance remained in the hands of the Board at the end of last 
year of £ 1239 15s 4d. This year the salaries at the Borough Schools are £ 755, and the average 
attendance since 1st January 230, which at L3lss per head amounts to £ 862 thus there was a 



saving of more than L2OO in Blenheim. Let us compare this with the next largest school, that 
of Picton. The report for 1877 gives 82£ as the average attendance, which is equal to £ 309 7s 
6d, local contributions £ 9 Is 3d, total revenue L3lB 8s 9d. The salaries were £ 275, showing a 
saving from Picton of £ 43 8s 9d. Pursuing our researches, we find that Renwick gave a gain of 
£ 22 10s, and Havelock, a school of only 63 pupils, £l6 ss. These savings, we presume, have to 
pay the following departmental expenses Secretary IOO, messenger £ 6 6s, printing and 
advertising £6 0s Id, rent £ls 10s, inspection Lll7 11s 6d total £ 275 7s 7d. There is another 
strange circumstance that we have discovered from the report. The whole of the Teachers' 
salaries for the year amounted to £ 2779 3s lOd the capitation allowance received from 
Government to pay that sum was £ 2752 10s, leaving a deficiency on the whole district of £ 26 
13s lOd only. We confess we are at a loss under these circumstances to see why the Borough 
Schools should be mulcted so heavily, and it is still more extraordinary to see Mr Fell 
proposing now. to devote £60 of the fees of the High School to general purposes although this 
year Government pays £200 for inspection, and 25 per cent of the rental of the Education 
Reserves is to be devoted to Secondary Education, or High Schools in fact more than making 
up the small deficiency. Building Grants are entirely apart from the ordinary expenditure, and 
when it is considered that they have a Provincial liability for building a High School in 
Blenheim, has been paid over, it will be found that the Borough Schools have received much 
less than their fair share of both grants. The proposal to divide the Schools and appoint another 
Head Master is rather unique, and scarcely worth consideration; What was thought of a similar 
proposal in Wellington will be seen from the following extract from the New Zealander of 29th 
August "A letter was read from the Grey town School Committee recommending that Mr 
Samuels, the second master, should be removed from the school to a position of equal value. 
Mr C. Pharazyn explained that Mr Wakelin the head teacher, and Mr Samuels were at 
loggerheads. There was no personal squabble between them, but they each adopted a different 
system of teaching, and this want of unity led to confusion. Mr Wakelin had not qualified 
himself at the customary examinations as a first-class teacher, but Mr Samuels was agreeable to 
leave Greytown. There •was no complaint against him whatever. The Secretary alluded to 
some correspondence in the newspapers respecting this school, in which he (the Inspector) was 
credited with being favorable.to divided responsibility. He desired to correct that, and inform 
the Board that he had spoken to Mr Wakelin about the faulty management of his school,"  
It is no secret now that the Blenheim Girls' School has passed a most successful examination at 
the hands of the Inspector, and therefore we shall reserve further comment on the false attack 
made by Mr Fell just before it took place, until after the publication of Mr Hodgson's report.  
We gather from some remarks in the Picton Press that fears are entertained that the Blenheim 
High School is to cost too much, but a glance at the Report for 1877 will show that there is 
nothing to apprehend in this direction. If the Teacher or Teachers by their energy and skill have 
succeeded in raising the standard of the Schools, it would be most unfair to give other Teachers 
or Schools the benefit of their abilities and energy. Mr Fell's proposal really amounts to this, 
and is but an attempt to injure the Borough Schools without benefitting the others. The Otago 
rules are very clear in the manner of encouraging successful teaching. Their teachers are paid 
first on attendance, and secondly by bonus for classification, as shown by the following extract  
6. A fixed salary of £350 (boons included) will be paid to the Head Master of every District 
High School, and £30 will be added to the salaries to which the Head Mistress and the First 
Assistant Master are entitled according to the scale in Rule 2 provided that the First Assistant's 
salary, inclusive of his share in the fees shall not be less than £200."  
The fees paid at the District High Schools will be handed over by the Board to their respective 
committees for distribution among those of the Teachers who give instructions in the his-her 
brushes, in such manner as the Committee may direct." There are many other matters in 
connection with the Education Report of 1877, and the general management of our schools, 



that deserve comment, but which we must postpone for the present. All Educationists are 
agreed that Committees, Boards, or money are powerless in making a good School, and the 
history of New Zealand Schools and Colleges bear testimony to this— It  is the master that 
makes the school." We have had done for us in Blenheim what other tokens have spent 
enormous sums of money in vain to obtain, and the thanks awarded to the teachers who have 
done this has taken the form of unfounded attacks and complaints from which they had no 
chance of defending themselves. We mistake the people of Marlborough very much, however, 
if such conduct is allowed to go unpunished, or if any "party" in the town will  be allowed to 
ruin our Schools.  
6th November 1878 Inspector Lee’s report BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL. (Boy»). Mr Macklin. 
{31 present). This is a thoroughly well-taught school. The evenness of the work is, perhaps, the 
most noteworthy feature, no undue prominence being given to any particular subject. There 
was also a great equality in the number of marks gained by the ten boys in the highest class, 
none of whom had any difficulty in passing the Fourth Standard. The average age of these boys 
was over 14. The subjects in which the lads succeeded best were Reading, Arithmetic, Writing, 
and History. The hoys in the first class failed most unaccountably, in Geography, and those in 
the second in Grammar. Both classes reproduced creditably a narrative read to them. The 
Grammar of the first class was also well done. About half of those present were learning the 
rudiments of Latin, and a few could translate pretty well from the earlier portion of Smith's 
Principia Latina, Part I. I tried them with the parsing of a few Latin words, but only two or 
three could make anything of it. Iv Euclid, about half a dozen of the head boys, succeeded with 
a problem 1 taken from the first Book. As many more who attempted this, failed, and indeed, 
knew but little about even the simple definitions. All this certainly does not amount to much, if 
measured by the ordinary Standard of High Schools, but is far in advance of the work of most 
Primary Schools. Although the lads evidently stand in wholesome awe of their master, the 
discipline of the school is scarcely the point one would choose for special commendation, 
much more talking going on than is usually tolerated in well-regulated schools.  
BLENHEIM BOYS. SECOND DIVISION. Mr Doherty, (63 present.) The present master, an 
experienced teacher, has not been many months at work here. Knowing nothing of the past 
history of the school, I am not in a position to say who is responsible for its unsatisfactory 
condition. I will therefore confine myself to stating simply what I saw. To begin with, the boys 
have yet to learn the rudiments of good behaviour. Their ceaseless chattering required constant 
checking by the master, when they were seated by myself when they stood up in class. They 
were, besides, unusually backward for their age, in almost every respect. A large proportion of 
the 22 boys in the Upper Class, who attempted only the Second Standard, were over twelve 
years old, all but four being over 10. Four of the twenty-two failed to work correctly a simple 
sum, half of the class getting less than half marks. Their Writing was generally slovenly and 
misshapen,- their Geography papers among the worst I have seen. Those who took up Standard 
1., many of whom were ten years old, did little if any better, their age being considered. The 
single redeeming point was the dictation of the first class, which was tolerably free from 
mistakes.  
BLENHEIM GIRLS. Miss Macklin, Miss Kate Macklin (45 present). Although the teaching 
here is not ambitious, the mark aimed at is generally reached. The three candidates for the 
Third and Fourth Standards passed well, their Reading, Geography, and History being 
especially creditable. Arithmetic was their -weakest point. All who attempted the Second 
Standard succeeded, their Reading and Dictation being good, their Arithmetic excellent. There 
were several failures among the juniors, but the bulk of those presented in Standard I. did 
fairly. I was favorably impressed with the way in which the school was conducted during the 
examination, the girls having evidently been carefully trained to work in silence, and to come 
up in class in a quiet and orderly fashion.  



BLENHEIM INFANT SCHOOL. Mrs Macklin, Miss M. Macklin (93 present). The children in 
this school, so far as I could judge from a single visit, ai'9 carefully taught, and are kept in good 
order. 
9th November 1878  It was agreed  that the mortgage of £250 on the Blenheim Girl's School be 
paid off. An application from Mr Macklin for house rent allowance for Mrs.' .Macklin was 
considered, and the Board deemed  to accede to the request. The notice of motion which Mr 
Fell had given re the following resolution of the Blenheim School Committee, came on for 
consideration, and the matter was postponed until other correspondence connected with the 
Blenheim School was read: "That the Board be recommended to appoint Mr Macklin Head 
Master of the High School, and to appoint Mr Doherty Head Master of the Primary Schools, 
that Mr Macklin’s salary be regulated that it remains as it is at present, and that Mr Doherty's 
salary be regulated so as to be increased £25 per annum. 
 
“From Mr T. W. Patte as follows "I have the honor to inform you that I am extremely obeyed 
to your Board of Education for allowing me to attend the Borough Schools for a period of three 
months for the purpose of qualifying for as a teacher. I would therefore respectfully request 
that if I could be of any use to the Board until such time as I obtained a school, I should be very 
willing to conform to your wishes for what remuneration you may see fit, my desire being to 
pass my time in the school, if possible until that time.  
From Mr Fulton, member of the Blenheim Borough School Committee, dated November 4:— 
"I write to respectfully lodge a protest against any action being taken upon a certain letter 
professing to come from the School Committee, which was read at a meeting of the Board of 
Education on the 2nd Oct. last, recommending certain changes in the appointments of the 
teachers of the Blenheim Borough Schools for the following reasons, viz. 1st. The so-called 
committee meeting at which the and letter was agreed to was not a legal meeting, 3 days notice 
not having been given to the members in convening the said meeting as required by clause 71 
of the Education Act. 2nd. In consequence of proper notice not having been given, I was 
deprived from attending' the meeting, the notice sent to me not coming to hand until after the 
meeting had taken place. Lastly, because clause 72 of the Education Act has not been complied 
with, which requires that no recommendation to the Board concerning the appointment of a 
teacher shall be considered unless notice in writing to the effect that such business proposed to 
be transacted has been addressed to every member of the committee at least three days before 
the meeting. I received no such information.  
From the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, informing the Board what appliances 
were required for the school as requested, and also requesting that the rooms in the old part of 
the master's residence be re-papered and the kitchen enlarged.  
Mr Pell then said he would ask leave for his motion to stand  over, and move— That a 
committee be appointed to take into consideration the falling off in the attendance at the 
Blenheim Borough School. He did not wish to say much then, as if such a committee of inquiry 
were appointed, they would of course be able to judge themselves. He would merely point out 
the fact that a short time since 244 pupils attended, and on the latest returns it was shown that 
there were only  204, which meant a loss of  £3 15s a head to the Board, and 10 shillings a head 
to the committee of the number thus fallen off, which -was a very serious matter. In reference 
to Mr Fulton's letter, he could only say that all the members except Mr Fulton were present at 
the committee meeting when the resolution he alluded to was passed, and as it was passed 
unanimously Mr Fulton's absence or presence could not have affected it in any way. At the 
next meeting the minutes were read in the usual manner and confirmed.  
In reply to Mr Henderson Mr Pell said he did not intend to press the motion of which he had 
given notice he would be willing to postpone its consideration, and would stand on the decision 
of the committee he moved for.  



In reply to Mr Seymour Mr Conolly said the motion of which Mr Pell had given notice or a 
similar one had been rejected, at a previous meeting of the Board, when several members were 
absent, Mr Seymour among the number. Mr Henderson said it struck him that Mr Fell's motion 
had no position. The letter was the result of a meeting, the proceedings of which were protested 
against by a member of the Borough School Committee, and the whole appeared to him to fall 
through together. Mr Conolly rose to a point of order. Mr Fell's motion was not seconded.  
No one seconding the motion, Mr Fell said it was evident that the Board was disinclined to 
discuss anything connected with the Blenheim Borough school, as far as that Board appeared to 
be concerned, they might be neglected. It was too had that they would not even discuss the 
matter.  
Mr Conolly thought the remarks of the last speaker were uncalled for.  
Mr Fell said he would report to the Blenheim School Committee that the Board refused to take 
any action.  
Mr Fell then retired from the room,  
During the consideration of Mr Patties letter, Mr Henderson asked if there were not some 
means by which Mr Pattie could be remunerated for his services he was a married man, and he 
hoped the Board would be able to see its way to remunerate him for his services if found to be 
valuable, as he must presume they were, seeing that the schools formerly employed three 
masters and now only two and the pupil teacher in question.  
This raised a discussion on pupil teachers and it-was considered by most of the members that 
the regulations intended that after 12 months trial as a pupil teacher, such teacher would be 
entitled to £25 on passing his or her examination instances were given. Miss Mouat had been 
more than 12 mouths thus engaged, and received no remuneration, and a pupil teacher in 
Renwick had been paid for some time past. It was resolved that Miss Monat be paid £25 for her 
last year's services as pupil teacher at the Picton school. On the motion of Mr Conolly 
seconded by Mr Henderson, it was agreed that Mr Patties letter be referred to the School 
Committee for them to report upon it. It was agreed that the desks requested should be 
provided, and that the architect be requested to report on the enlargement and re-papering of 
part of the Master's residence 
9th November 1878 THE Marlborough Express  
SATURDAY, NOV. 9, 1878.  
The report. of .Mr .Hodgson, the Inspector of schools for this district, which appeared in our 
last and present issues, contrasts most favourably, both in style and .trine, with those of his 
predecessor. Those of Mr Lee bore the unmistakable stamp of egotism and deficiency of 
culture, while the report under review is evidently the result of mature experience and 
scholastic ability. During the years in which Mr Lee examined our schools, we heard of 
nothing in relation to Education except Standards, and it is a remarkable fact that he succeeded 
in making the majority of the people of both Welling" ton and Marlborough believe that his 
system, was a good one, and even in his last Report to the Marlborough Education Board, he 
modestly tells us, that from Havelock to Kaikoura his Standards had become, household words. 
As soon, however, as either Province had secured the services of trained and experienced 
Teachers, those of them> who dared to say what' they thought, denounced Mr Lee's 
programme, of Instruction as unsound, or as one of them said "it is a narrow gauge Education, 
cramming is the  only method of instruction required, and the only one that has any chance of 
success." That these remarks were correct is proved by the Wellington Education Board having 
widened the basis of Instruction in its Schools by the introduction of six Standards, and the 
Department of Education has still further extended the programme.- It is now  
almost amusing to reflect on the consternation expressed almost everywhere when one of our 
Teachers attacked Mr Lee's Standards, and the generally received opinion that the attack was a 
most audacious one. It will be Been that Mr Hodgson approaches the subject of our late system 



very cautiously, and says no- more than the necessities, of his position fender imperative. I 
have felt, therefore, throughout my late examination, much like one walking in fetters, which 
were all the more irksome that I had no hand in the forging of them. With every desire to 
preserve something like consistency between the results obtained by means of these Standards 
and my own opinion as to the general merits of each School, I have been unable to avoid 
several glaring discrepancies between the figures and the written portion of the report." In other 
words, we understand him to say,. "I do not gauge the merits of teaching by the test of these 
Standards." He also goes into detail to show where the most glaring defects exist. He is pretty 
severe on some of our Schools, and particularly on the Lower Boys School, "Blenheim. It is 
well known however that this school has had six changes of Teachers since Mr. Lee's last visit, 
eighteen months ago; therefore the present Teacher, Mr Doherty, is in no way responsible for 
the defects in the education of the pupils, and from his well-known ability as a Teacher, and 
also' from the assurance of those well able to judge, we are sure that the defects in discipline 
pointed out will be rectified before Mr Hodgson's next visit, The same remarks will apply to 
the faults pointed out in other Schools. There is not s shadow of doubt in the minds of our 
Teachers that Mr Hodgson is reporting honestly, and we therefore feel the more confidence 
that' they will speedily bring their Schools to the requirements of the new order of things. In 
considering systems and Teachers, however, we must not forget the Pupils. The Pupils' 
opinions are sometimes worth having. They tell us that the questions are very hard, particularly 
Arithmetic, but the Inspector is fair, and we have not heard a syllable about children being 
timid or female Teachers being so frightened that they could not get through their work. This 
speaks volumes^ and the Teachers and children are to be congratulated on the expiry of the 
scholastic ,reign of terror. We do not intend to comment on the results of the past system of 
cram, or on which of our Schools took the larger number of Third and Fourth Standards, the 
Report elsewhere tells this. We hope for the future to hear more of the breadth and scope of our 
Education System, how instruction is imparted and the amount of real intellectual progress 
made. So far as a system of Standards can show this, we observe an .attempt at it, in the new. 
series issued by the Education Department. In all the Standards, children must understand what 
they read, and be taught Mental Arithmetic, but no system can work well unless the Inspectors 
are Educationists in the true use of the word. In our opinion, the Report is a little severe, but as 
the Teachers do not complain, we must consider it a fault in the right direction. With one 
portion we are very much pleased. That is his promise to inspect and organise the Schools 
during his next visit instead of examining. This will be of great service to those of our Teachers 
who have not been trained it will revive the knowledge of the experienced, and encourage 
those whose methods of Teaching are suited to aid intellectual developments.  
Blenheim High School Passes Standard III. (Note ages of the pupils. There were only 4 
standards at this stage 

Name Age 
Years 

Age 
Months 

Marks 
Allowed 

Tindill George 12 5 194 
Hustwick Frederick 12 10 172 
Adams George 13 4 125 
Dobson Douglas 14 9 202 
Rayner Alfred 14 0 154 
McLauchlan John 17 7 143 
Hodson Frank 10 10 147 
Empson Frank 14 3 140 
Watson Edward 10 9 145 
Millington Walter 12 0 161 
Ewart Edward 14 3 159 



Markman Frank 10 4 151 
Miller Herbert 11 7 144 
Hutcheson George 11 6 139 
 
Blenheim Girls 
Mackay Eleanor 13 3 147 
McCallum Mary 13 9 135 

 
Blenheim High School Passes Standard IV  

Name Age 
Years 

Age 
Months 

Marks 
Allowed 

Robinson Edward 14 5 175 
Miller Henry 14 0 172 

Richard McCallum 15 2 172 
O’Leary James 11 3 172 
Old Sydney 15 1 169 
Clarke Morton 15 2 159 
Gorrie William 15 4 158 
Johnson Frank 13 10 151 
Mears Henry 13 4 136 
Emerson James 13 10 135 

 
Blenheim Girls Standard 4  
Craig Ellen 13 6 144 

Top Standard IV student was Gladys Prichard of Grovetown aged 12 years and 3 months 
with 197 marks, 22 higher than the next student Edward Robinson 
16th November 1878 Table of results for Blenheim School 
 High 

School 
Boys 

2nd Division 
Boys 

Girls Infants 

Roll 35 72 50 136 
Standard. 1 Pass  29 16  
Standard 2 7 15 8  
Standard 3 14  2  
Standard 4 10  1  
Percentage 100% 73% 70%  
 Mr. 

Macklin 
Mr. 

Doherty 
Miss 

Macklin 
Mrs 

Macklin 
 
4th December 1878 From the Blenheim School Committee recommending that Mr Pattie be 
appointed 3rd master of the school. The Chairman said that the expenses of the Blenheim 
school appeared too. large. They could not expect some of the schools in the outlying and 
thinly populated districts to pay expenses, but when a larger school like that, at Blenheim 
exceeded its allowance, they must, financially, be going to leeward. Mr Fell said the large cost 
of the Blenheim schools arose from the expense incurred by the large teaching power in the 
girls' school. He thought a mixed school might meet the difficulty, although he was aware that 



there might be some opposition to the adoption of this course, and he had himself beep at one 
time opposed to boys and girls being taught together. He suggested that it would be well to 
obtain information as to the average attendance of children at each of the Blenheim schools for 
the last quarter, and the cost of each. Mr Henderson expressed an opinion to the same effect as 
that of the Chairman as to the too great cost of the Blenheim school, and was in favor of a 
postponement until next meeting of the present recommendation from the school committee as 
to the third master. A resolution was carried, That the question of the appointment of Mr Pattie 
as third master of the Blenheim school be postponed until the next meeting, and that the returns 
as to average attendance at each school, and the cost for the last quarter be obtained. Mr James 
Doherty, asking for an extension of the usual holidays in order to give him the opportunity of 
observing the methods of teaching pursued in Sydney." The letter was referred to the school 
committee 
7th December 1878 The Examination of candidates for the Nelson scholarship was commenced 
yesterday. All the competitors with one exception, whose names were enumerated in our issue 
of the 4th inst., put in an appearance. With the exception of Master Conolly, from Picton, the 
whole of the candidates, eleven in number, are from the Blenheim Borough School. 
11th December 1878 TENDERS will be received by the undersigned until noon of Friday, 20th 
December, for the erection of a Chimney in the Girls' School, Blenheim. WILLIAM 
DOUSLIN, Architect 
14th December 1878 Civil Service Examination.— -The examination of candidates for. 
appointments in, the Civil Service will be held on Monday and Tuesday next. There are, we 
understand, a large number of candidates from various parts of the colony: Nelson has 25 
candidates, and from Blenheim Borough School there are 12 who will be put through their 
facings" under Dr Muller's supervision. We hope to hear of the Blenheim boys continuing to 
give a good account of themselves 
18th December 1878 Mr Doherty's holiday. At the last meeting a letter was read from Mr 
Doherty asking for an extension of his holidays in order to give him time to go to Sydney to 
give him the opportunity of observing the methods of teaching pursued there. The letter was 
referred to the School Committee, who now signified their assent to the request. The secretary 
was instructed to inform Mr I Doherty that the Board concurred in the action of the committee, 
and that the leave be granted to Mr Doherty. THIRD MASTER AT BLENHEIM SCHOOL. 
The question of the recommendation of the Blenheim School Committee that Mr Pattie should 
be appointed third master of the Blenheim school, which matter was before the Board at the last 
meeting, and was postponed until returns as to average attendance, cost, &c, had been received, 
now came before the .Board again 
Note There have been changes in the school teachers Mr W. Johnson and Mr W. Andrews were 
teaching for a short time, but at different times from each other, which can be best ascertained 
from the secretary of the Board. Mrs Macklin gives a general supervision over the girls' school 
and teaches sewing. Miss K. Macklin has also taught in the boys' school at times when one 
teacher left and the other had not arrived. Mr Pattie is teaching in the boys' school at present 
without salary. (Signed) Wm. Nosworthy. The Chairman said it appeared that the cost of 
teaching 210 children was £ 745, and what they received from the Government was £57 10s 
therefore they were nearly expending their income, whereas it had been expected that the large 
schools would contribute to the revenue. Mr Fell said it appeared that some time ago they were 



really paying for a larger number of children than there were, and now the numbers had 
suddenly dropped. In reply to Captain Baillie the Chairman said they were paying more for 
teaching power in the district than they had got by about £300 a year. Mr Ward moved that in 
the opinion of the Board the teaching power at the Blenheim school is sufficient, and that no 
additional master be appointed. This was seconded by Mr Dive and carried unanimously 

1879 
1879 Blenheim High School Macklin H W Master  £    300.00  

1879 Blenheim Lower Boys' Alloway J W Assistant Master  £    180.00  

1879 Blenheim Infants' Macklin Kate Head Female  £    105.00  

1879 Blenheim Girls' Macklin Anne Assistant Female  £       75.00  

1879 Blenheim Girls' Macklin Kate Head Female  £       60.00  

1879 Blenheim Infants' Macklin Mary Assistant Female  £       45.00  

There are no Marlborough newspapers in Papers Past for 1879 nor up to July in 1880  

1880 
1880 Blenheim High School Macklin Hubert P Head Master  £    300.00  

1880 Blenheim High School Alloway J William Assistant Master  £    280.00  

1880 Blenheim High School Martin James Ranald Assistant Master  £    120.00  

1880 Blenheim High School Macklin Kate Head Female  £    105.00  

1880 Blenheim High School Macklin Anne Assistant Female   £       75.00  

1880 Blenheim High School Macklin Kate Assistant Female   £       60.00  

1880 Blenheim High School Macklin Mary Assistant Female   £       40.00  
3rd August 1880 Blenheim School Committee The above did not meet last evening. We 
understand that there was no business of any importance for transaction 
12th August 1880 In a long article about the bankruptcy of Major James Ranald Martin 
included: He was appointed to the Blenheim School on 1st July. Just prior to that he owed Mr 
Fell £38, and Mr Hustwick between £4 and £5. He owed Mr Griffiths on 1st July about £40. 
Mr Griffiths was secured by a bill of sale and by orders. Mr Fell had been paid against 
witness's wish, by Mr Griffiths Mr Hustwick had been left out in the cold. Messrs Fell, 
Hustwick and Griffiths ate members of the Blenheim School Committee. He believed he was 
elected on the casting vote of the Chairman. 
9th September 1880 A letter was received-from the Blenheim School Committee asking the 
Board to erect four closets for the boys and one for the teachers, and to fence off the girls' 
closets from the remainder.  
The architect was authorised to get the work done, the cost not to exceed £25.  
4th October 1880 School Committee.—The Blenheim School Committee met on Saturday 
evening last. Messrs, .Fell (Chairman) Hustwick, Sinclair, and Robinson were present. It was 
decided to carry out the .suggestion/of Mr Macklin re teaching Latin in the High School. The 
suggestion was that Mr Alloway should teach the Latin and have his pro rata share of the fees. 
The Chairman was instructed to thank Mr Seymour for his exertions in obtaining the use of 
certain sections owned by the railway, for a boys' playground. The financial position of the 
committee was discussed at full, and it was resolved that the Board be informed that it is 
impossible for the Committee to carry on the work of the school unless the allowance be 
continued as heretofore 



12th October 1880 Sir,—During a walk lately, I noticed that the Blenheim Education 
Committee being fully aware of the necessity for separation of the sexes in certain cases, were 
causing the erection of extra W.C.s, I was very much surprised to find that they were being 
constructed in the old fashioned style cess pit; a system most highly reprehensible as being 
extremely dangerous to the health of the juveniles attending the schools at this time of day. I 
had hoped to find that the science of our boasted civilisation had produced one result, viz. that 
every endeavor should be used to prevent germs of disease from attacking those most liable 
thereto, and most ignorant of the risk they run. If it be necessary to pi event private 
householders from causing a nuisance, it surely behoves a. public body, such as an Education 
Committee, to use every endeavor to maintain the health of those entrusted to their charge for 
many hours in the day. During the last winter, I noticed the school ground was a mere puddle—
fit only for a hog pen,—trusting that the Committee will prevent the infliction of this nuisance, 
and gratify A Family Man. Blenheim, October 8th, 1880 
25th October 1880 To the Editor of the Express  
Sir,—" Pedagogue" deserves our thanks for calling attention to what is now going on at the 
Blenheim school.  
Finding my children for some weeks past had no home lessons given them, I enquired the 
cause and was answered "Oh, we are preparing for the examination," and a little further 
enquiry excited-the startling fact that practically the  usual school work had come to a stand-
still, the only thing attempted being a daily repetition of the same lessons, and these too of the 
most simple kind. What does all this mean Are the children unable to pass a fair all-round 
examination, and are they taught like so many parrots, to be word perfect in one or two of the 
easier subjects, to the exclusion of the harder ones, and will the Inspector not discover so 
glaring a fraud? I think he is too old a bird to be had in that way.  
But the only certain cure tor this tomfoolery is for the parents of the children to do a little 
inspection. Let each one put their children through the most simple examination, and they will 
soon be in a humour to look up the whole position, to ask a few questions of the Board, the 
Secretary," the Committee, and it might not be amiss to circumspectly inspect the master.  
ANTI-HUMBUG.  
To the Editor of the Express. Sir, —A letter signed "Pedagogue" appeared in the Express- on 
Saturday last. From internal evidence," I am led to believe that the writer refers to the 
Blenheim schools, and particularly to myself. Taking it in that light, permit me to say that I am 
nearly five years in Blenheim, and that during that time, I have had many members of 
Committee and of Education Boards to deal with, and I now defy any one of them to say that, 
directly or indirectly. I have attempted to influence them in any matter connected with 
education. I say the same of the Inspector.  
Could you get your correspondent Pedagogue" to repeat to me his opinions in public. —Your 
obedient servant. If. “H. P. Macklin October 25th, 1880.   
26th October SCHOOL INSPECTION.  
To the Editor of the Express,  
Sir,—-It is amusing to find how a simple suggestion in my previous letter has been 
appropriated. It has pleased Mr Macklin to transform a general recipe for obtaining a decent 
inspection pass of a neglected school into an accusation against himself. What does this 
indicate Does Mr Macklin feels an internal evidence," that such an accusation applies to 
himself If not how comes he to find such an accusation in my letter and then to make a cap of it 
and stick it on his own head There was not a word about Mr Macklin or the Blenheim school in 
my letter. Pedagogue.  
October 25th , 1880.  



To the Editor of the Express. Sir,—lf the English of the letter in your last evening's paper, 
signed "H. P. Macklin," be a fair sample of that taught in the High school, it is little wonder the 
lads attending that institution, speak and write so incorrectly, "I a«« nearly five years in 
Blenheim." If my lad, now 10 years of age, had so expressed himself, 1 would have 
straightway caned him. But the slip-shod grammar is not the only curiosity the letter contains. 
A little lower down the man says "1 have had many members of Committee and Education 
Board to deal with." We had a striking sample a few weeks since of certain dealings leading to 
certain appointments, and with this knowledge fresh in the memory, one might be pardoned for 
having some dislike to the verb to deal. Mr. H. P. Macklin's" letter cuds as strangely as it 
begins. Could you get your correspondent Pedagogue" to repeat to me his opinions in public 
What opinions are here asked for To what do they relate? and what in the name of all that's 
funny is the meaning of the words "to me in public Your obedient servant H. P. Macklin  
3rd November 1880 Mr Hodgson stated that his inspection has been so far favorable, with the 
exception of three of the schools Picton junior and & Grove Town had passed poor 
examinations,  and the work in the Blenheim lower boys' school was very indifferent, only 66 
per cent, having passed. The mere passing was not very much, there good were and had passes. 
The High school with the exception »f the 4th Standard had done uncommonly well. He had 
examined the boys in Euclid and Latin the Latin was wretched, and if they could not learn 
more Latin than that, it was no use teaching it. The Latin paper, moreover, was a remarkably 
easy one. The whole of the 5th and 6th Standards passed in every subject, very different from 
last year's performance. In the 4th Standard, 14 boys were presented, and 14 failed. Upper 
Spring Creek passed 6 in 6th Standard Picton and Tuamarina did very fairly indeed. Waitohi 
was very good, but there were one-half too many scholars to one man. Kaituna was getting on 
very nicely Havelock had turned out very fairly, and done well. Canvastown had done the 
same.  
Mr Henderson, speaking to Mr Hodson said that the report for 1878-79 represented to all who 
might read to3m that the teaching staff at the Blenheim Borough Schools was too few in point 
of numbers. In his 1878 report he said, "It is difficult to see how, under the present scale of 
payments to Boards, any considerable increase in the number of teachers can be made." He 
wanted to ask Mr Hodson if, before he wrote that  he had informed himself e::actlv of the 
number of teachers and pupils in the Blenheim schools. Mr Hodgson: Most certainly, though 
he could not say he could remember the numbers.  
Mr Henderson: In 1878 there were sometimes six and sometimes seven teachers in the 
Blenheim Schools, and the average number of pupils for the year was 238, which with six 
teachers gave 39§, and with seven teachers 34, while in your Nelson City Schools you are 
teaching 47 to one teacher. I think it was hardly fair, then, that you should say we had 
insufficient teaching staff when our teachers were not teaching so many pupils by six or seven 
apiece as you were in Nelson. Mr Hodgson: In my report I referred to the High School as 
having too few teachers. Mr Henderson You have female teachers in your Boys' School in 
Nelson, and as Mr Macklin had two female teachers engaged in teaching 45 pupils, only the 
work of one teacher, he could have had one teacher more in the High School all the time if he 
chose.  
Mr Hodgson: In January I wrote a memorandum and sent it to the Blenheim Committee, 
complaining of the organisation of the school, which was very had, some of the higher subjects 
being taught by the under teachers, and some of the lower subjects by the upper teachers. In 
fact there was no real organisation at all. Mr Henderson: I would like to compare our Boys' 
School with your Nelson City Boys' school.  
Mr Hodgson: I may state that the head master of the Nelson City Boys' School is a graduate of 
Oxford. He has a thorough knowledge of Euclid Latin, and Algebra, and is paid £275 salary, 
has no house, nor any other emoluments allowed him.  



Mr Henderson: Before you said you did not see how we could afford to pay for more teachers; 
had you informed yourself of the amount that was being paid to our teachers here? Mr 
Hodgson: Yes, I knew that Mr Macklin had £300, and generally the salaries of the others.  
Mr Henderson Perhaps you did not know that in the year 1878 we expended £S(M 8s M in 
teaching about an average number of 100 boys, which made £5 12s lOd for every boy. How 
much do you pay in the Nelson Bridge street Boys' School Mr Hodgson On one occasion as 
high as £6 16s for the upper class. Mr Henderson lf our upper class were taken in the same way 
it would come to over £10 per head. But take the whole of your boys and the whole of our 
boys. Ours cost £ 5 12s 101, while the Nelson boys, according to the Minister's report, cost £ 2 
17s 7d; that is to say every Blenheim boy cost £ 2 15s 3d more than each Nelson boy, enough 
money to have paid for four more teachers in the Blenheim school. Taking all your schools and 
all ours, and the children attending them in Nelson, yon had in the fourth quarter 851, and 
ourselves 249. The average per teacher in Nelson was 47, while only 41 in Blenheim, and that 
is allowing only six teachers for Blenheim, whereas we had often seven, and observe that while 
every scholar cost us LJ» 8s lid they cost in Nelson  £ 2 7s 3d, or LI Is 7d less than we were 
paying in Blenheim. It was on account of these facts that I could not feel satisfied with your 
report when you said we had not money enough. Our school is one of the most costly if not the 
most costly of its kind in New Zealand. At the last householders meeting I had to refer to these 
facts, and may have to again. 1 then said I would challenge Mr Hodgson's statement* referring 
to the fewness of the staff and the insufficiency of the money, and I now bring them before 
you. Mr, Henderson In the report of 1879 you used these works More than one attempt has 
been made both by the teachers and by a portion of the outside public to muzzle inspectors 
either by causing detailed reports of each school, such as the foregoing, to be treated as 
confidential or by suppressing them altogether." What did that mean? had anyone been 
tampering with yon?  
Mr Hodgson Oh that was a general observation. In Victoria the teachers are very much 
opposed to these detailed reports. Mr Henderson Then why this mention in a Marlborough 
report? Mr Fell: 1 would like you to answer, Mr Hodgson, if anyone has tried to muzzle you  
Mr Hodgson No one has in any way attempted to suppress my reports or muzzle me.  
Mr Henderson here read a statement showing bow economically the Nelson schools are 
managed. Mr Hodgson stated that the organisation there was very good, whilst here it was very 
had.  
Mr Ward considered that the Committee should have seen to the organisation. He thought they 
had not done their duty. Mr Hodgson What is the salary of your Head Master Has he a house 
Our man has no house.  
Mr Henderson Yes. Mr Macklin has a house. His exact salary as paid in 1879 was Salary 
L3OO, school fees LSO, result money £ 23, pupil teacher £10, free house about £6O, making 
£143 more than the Nelson Head Master.  
Mr Fell, at this juncture, made certain remarks of a very personal nature having reference to Mr 
Henderson, and was called to order by the Chairman.  
6th November 1880 Sir, —I was interested to learn, by a letter appearing in your columns from 
Mr W. G. Hodgson, the inspector of schools that the pupils in the Nelson City school, are 
taught by the head-maser in Latin, Euclid, and Algebra and I gather, judging from what Mr 
Hodgson is reported to have said at the Education Board, that the head-master of Nelson is not 
paid any fees for teaching this higher education. Mr Hodgson said that the Nelson head-master 
had £300 a year —now reduced to £275 that he had no dwelling-house allowed him, nor any 
emoluments beyond his salary named. Had he had fees for teaching the higher education, no 
doubt, Mr Hodgson would have said so. Now, assuming that I have drawn a correct conclusion, 
and seeing that the Blenheim head-master is paid as much salary as the Nelson head-master, 
and has a dwelling house allowed him into the bargain, I want to know why he should be paid 



fees over and above his salary for teaching that which is taught by the Nelson head-master 
without fees A Parent. 
20th November 1880 Blenheim High School. Mr Macklin. (Present, 30; on roll, 34.) Standard 
work.—On the whole, this division of the Blenheim schools has greatly improved since last 
examination. I except from this general expression of approval the boys^ who took up the 
Fourth Standard, seven of whom failed to pass. But all the scholars who tried the Fifth and 
Sixth Standard passed creditably in every subject. Not a single scholar in either of these two 
classes did badly in Arithmetic or Dictation, subjects in which so many broke down last year. 
Their papers on Grammar, History, and Geography were neat, quickly done, and of good 
quality throughout. They also did well in Mental Arithmetic, fairly in Science. The reading was 
distinct, and well emphasised. Drawing is taught. Special subjects: —I tried the High School 
pupils in Euclid and Latin on the day- after the examination in Standards. The results of this 
examination were by no means so satisfactory as those obtained in the Standard work. Seven 
scholars attempted Euclid, the questions being taken from the first book. Three of the seven did 
fairly well, another very well indeed the rest knew but little. In Latin, I found nine scholars in 
the upper class, whom I set a paper taken from Smith Principia Latina part 1, as far as Exercise 
25. I also set them to translate, viva voct one of Aesop’s fables, which they had previously. I 
can only say of their Latin, that there was very little of it, that little being, moreover, of poor 
quality. There is a junior Latin class of ten boys, but these have not been long at work. 
Blenheim Boys—Second Division. Mr Alloway. Major Martin. (Present 68; on roll 83.) The 
children here did very badly this year, A third of those presented in Standards were unable to 
pass, the failures being in the most important subjects. The younger scholars broke down in 
Reading and Spelling, the older ones in Spelling and Arithmetic. The Geography of the Third 
Standard scholars was worse than anything I have met for some time. Nor could I discover that 
any other subject was so well taught as to compensate for the grievous deficiencies that I have 
pointed out. Extenuating circumstances are not wanting, however, so far as the teachers are 
concerned. It is only within the last three months that a second assistant has been appointed, the 
117 boys in this and the upper school having been previously under the charge of only two 
teachers. Under such circumstances, I though it is easy enough to see that the school is in a 
backward state, to apportion the blame, or even to ascertain whether anyone is really blame-
worthy, is a difficult matter. Blenheim Girls' School: Miss Macklin, Miss Kate Macklin. 
(Present, 58 on roll 73.) The work of the school was not so even as that of last year, the failures 
in the First and Fourth Standards being more numerous than they ought to have been. Only one 
of the 13 girls in the Third Standard knew anything of History. The Arithmetic of the highest 
class was weak, and the handwriting, throughout, with very few exceptions, ill-formed. The 
first class answered badly in Science. On the other hand, Beading, Spelling, and Geography, 
were well taught, and the older girls acquitted themselves creditably in letter writing, so far as 
the matter was concerned. Sewing is, I believe, well taught. Blenheim Juniors., Mrs Macklin, 
Miss Mary Macklin. (Present 86; on roll 141.) No more than 15 of the 34 children who 
attempted the First Standard succeeded in passing, Arithmetic and Beading proving fatal to the 
majority. I cannot but regard this as a meagre result of the twelvemonth's work. The small draft 
fitted for promotion to the upper divisions will not suffice to fill up the gaps in those schools 
sure to be made at the close of the year by the withdrawal of the older scholars. The teachers of 
the Girls' school, and of -the lower Boys', school will therefore be compelled to take up largely 
the work of the First Standard, which ought to be done—and elsewhere is done— entirely in 
the preparatory school. This, I regard as the most serious defect in the present organisation of 
the Blenheim school 
7th December 1880 Inspectors report included 
Blenheim had 67% of passes of scholars presented with 52% passes of scholars at examination  
Picton had 78% and 62% respectively 



Havelock had 93% and 52% 
With Blenheim Girls’ 77% and 77%. Blenheim High school 75% and 73% . Blenheim Boys’ 
67% and 67% and Blenheim Juniors 44% and 17% 
8th December 1880 Mr Henderson stated that he intended to move that the Blenheim School 
Committee election should be held in Ewart's Hall at 7 o'clock. He wished to know if it would 
be necessary for him to give notice of motion to that effect. The Chairman thought that notice 
of motion was not necessary, and that the motion might be brought on at next meeting 
8th December 1880 The following correspondence that passed between Mr Hodgson, the 
Inspector of Schools, and Mr Henderson, was forwarded to the Board by the former for its 
perusal. It was duly read and no remarks made thereon Blenheim. November 5th, 1880. Dear 
Sir, —You will oblige me by kindly pointing out the passage in my Report of 1878, in which, I 
stated that the teaching staff at the Blenheim school was, at that time, insufficient. In writing 
about the extra subjects, such as Music, Drawing, and Natural Science, I made this general 
proposition "If several engrossing subjects are to be tacked on to the existing school course, 
either the teaching staff must be augmented, or such essentials as Reading and Writing must 
inevitably suffer. I can conceive of nothing more disastrous than the latter result, yet it is 
difficult to see how, under the present scale of payments to the Board, any considerable 
increase to the number of teachers can be made." By no ingenuity whatever can the foregoing 
remarks, obviously intended as they were to apply to all the schools in the district, be so 
twisted as to be made to refer to the Blenheim schools only. Moreover, a« yon truly observed, 
there were some times as many as seven  teachers in the Blenheim schools in 1878—an ample 
staff—for which very sufficient reason I made no reference, in that year's report, to the 
inadequacy of the teaching power. I regret that I had. no opportunity, at the Board meeting, of 
refreshing my memory as to what 1 really dad write in 1878, the Secretary not being able to 
find a copy of my report, on the spur of the moment. Of course, I fully acquit you of any 
intention to give a false colouring to my remarks, but you will readily understand that it is 
impossible for me to submit to the imputation of having published inaccurate and misleading 
statements. After an interval of two years I do not see the slightest reason for retracting, or even 
modifying a single expression in the passage referred to. As I leave Blenheim to-morrow at 4 
p.in., I should esteem it a favor if you would reply to this letter before that time. —T am, &c. 
W. C. Hodgson, Inspector of Schools for the District of Marlborough. Blenheim, 6th Nov. 
1880. Dear Sir, —Your communication re my remarks on your report of 1878 is to hand, but so 
late that I fear I may hardly have time to get this to you before you leave. I note that you fully 
acquit me of any intention to give a false coloring to your remarks, and I can certainly say that 
nothing could be farther from my desire or intention. I do, however, now that I have looked the 
matter over again— hurriedly, I must say—continue to regard the words of the very quotation 
you make from your report (in your letter) as arguing that we had too few teachers to do the 
work required by the Education Act. You say, in contemplation of such work that the teaching 
staff must be augmented, or such essentials  as reading and writing must inevitably suffer." 
What does this mean but that we have not teachers enough for the work required. And the same 
is borne out by the farther statement you quote, that "it is difficult to see how, under the present 
scale of payments to the Board, any considerable increase in number of teachers can be made." 
If your remarks were intended to apply to all the schools in the district, of course they apply to 
Blenheim, and I took Blenheim as an instance. I hold that Blenheim did not have too few 
teachers, and what was more, they were paid enough to have served to pay a greater number of 
teachers than we had. I do not for one moment think that there was any intention on your part 
to mislead. I believe you candidly thought that more teachers would be required to teach the 
standard course.-- Time has since shown through the colony that more children could be taught 
the required course by one teacher claim they were then being taught by one teacher in 
Blenheim. I’ll regret exceedingly that we should have required to have words of explanation. I 



am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, Geo. Henderson. W. C. Hodgson, Inspector of Schools. Tua 
Marina, Nov. 6th, 1880. G. Henderson, Esq., Blenheim.  
Dear Sir, —I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's date, and thank you for 
the promptness and courtesy of your reply, Although I demur to some of the conclusions that 
you still draw from my report, I have no desire to prolong this correspondence, and am content 
to have shown that, in my report for 1878, 1 neither meant nor wrote that' there were, at that 
time, too few teachers in the Blenheim schools. I cannot forbear, however, from pointing out 
that my anticipations as to the effect of imposing so many additional subjects have been fully 
justified by the result, though not exactly in the way that I expected. In the 67 Nelson schools I 
can call to mind only three teachers who carry out the programme in its entirety, including 
music and drawing. In Marlborough I know of only one. At Renwick the energies of an able 
master, assisted by an efficient pupil teacher, are fully tasked in teaching about 60 scholars. 
The other teachers, not unwisely, Lave settled the difficulty by simply omitting one or. two of 
the extra subjects, knowing well that the essentials would be insisted on. I am. dear Sir, yours 
truly, W. C. Hodgson, Inspector of Schools, Marlborough District. P.S,—You are, of course," 
at liberty to make what use you please of, this, and of my previous letter to you. ;W. C. H. The 
following letter was received from Mr H. Dodson :—Sir and Gentlemen, —I respectfully bring 
under the Board's notice the following statement. During the year 1879, Mr Macklin put my 
son Leonard into the High School and demanded and was paid a fee of ten shillings per quarter 
for this privilege. At the annual examination the lad was examined in and passed the third 
standard, and knowing that no attempt was made to teach" him any pf the extra subjects I was 
specially paying fees for, and being advised that the payment of such fees for such a pupil was 
illegal, and opposed to the wishes of the Board. intimated to Mr Macklin that. I did not intend 
to pay any further fees. Whereupon he ordered my son out of the High School and put him 
under an unclassified teacher, and sometime after this again removed him and put him under 
Mr Alloway. This shuttlecock kind of proceeding has had its expected effect, the lad during the 
year having made only a trifling progress, and although he is now thirteen years of a<.e, having 
attended the Borough school for seven years he failed at the late examination to pass the fourth 
Standard. But I. not only complain of these too frequent changes from one class to another, but 
hive also to complain of the schools as a whole, deeming them to be in a very unsatisfactory 
condition. There seems to be no supervision or casual examination by the head master of the 
classes taught by the subordinate teachers, the latter being, as results too clearly prove, either 
very neglectful or very incompetent. The pupils are a good deal left to themselves, and are 
allowed to do, or not to do, their lessons as they think proper. The home lessons (when any are 
given) are rarely examined or corrected by the teachers. There is no unity of feeling between 
pupil and teacher, and neither seem to take either pride or interest in the work of the school. No 
attempt is made to excite emulation, everything in connection with the school being performed 
in a changeful, careless, and perfunctory manner, and those well-known and useful incentives 
to exertion so sedulously kept before the pupils in all well-taught schools are here unknown I 
may here be permitted to say that during the year 1879 I had two boys attending the High 
School, but became so dissatisfied with their progress that at the beginning of this year I sent 
the elder one to & school in Nelson, where at a large expense (and what I must call an 
unnecessary expense) he is acquiring the same kind of education I have a right to look for at 
the Borough School, and which, if I have read the report of the late inspection correctly, 
obtainable by pupils attending many schools under the Boards' management in other towns, but 
is not obtainable at the Borough school. I have now become so dissatisfied, and having no hope 
of improvement under the existing staff of teachers that I have withdrawn my other son 
(Leonard) from the school, deeming it only a waste of valuable time to keep him any longer 
there. I now formally ask the Board to institute some enquiry with a view of ascertaining the 
reason of so many children being kept from the Borough School altogether, and also why so 



many parents who can afford to do so, are sending their children to other schools. I submit that 
.the town of Blenheim baa a right to expect the same educational advantages as are enjoyed by 
Renwick, Picton, and other places under the Board's control, but which the last reports of the 
Inspector most clearly prove that it does not possess. I remain, &c, H. Dodson.  
The following accounts were passed for payment :—Teachers salaries for November and 
December, Tait £8 3s, Furness and Boundy 6s 9d, Havelock Committee £4, Jones £64, Horton 
£4 17s Cd, Clinch £1 10, Douslin £14 14s 6d.  
The payments by results were Blenheim School £24, Picton £3, Havelock £3, Tua Marina £5, 
Renwick £15, Spring Creek £14. 
 

1881 
1881 43 Blenheim Boys' Upper Lucas John P Head Master  £    264.00  

1881 62 Blenheim Boys' Lower Burnham Arthur  Assistant Master  £    140.00  

1881 65 Blenheim Girls Harding Elizabeth J  Head Female  £    130.00  

1881 140 Blenheim  Infants  Macklin Anne Assistant Female  £       67.10  

1881 65 Blenheim Girls Macklin Kate Assistant Female  £       54.00  

1881 62 Blenheim Boys' Lower Bary Charles Male Probationer  £       45.00  

1881 140 Blenheim  Infants  Bary Mary Female Probationer  £       18.00  

1881 140 Blenheim  Infants  Stratford Edith Female Probationer  £       18.00  

3rd January 1881 Blenheim Schools. The special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee, 
to which reference was made by us on Friday last, will be held this evening 
4th January 1881 THE BLENHEIM SCHOOLS.  
The following letter from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee was read at the 
meeting of the Education Board on Tuesday morning  
Sir, I have the honor, by the direction of the Blenheim School Committee, to forward the 
following copies of resolutions passed at a meeting on December 30th, 1880, and January 3rd, 
1881  
1. That in the opinion of the Committee the condition of the Blenheim Schools, as reported by 
the Inspector, is highly unsatisfactory.  
2. That the Head Master is in a large measure responsible for such unsatisfactory report.  
3. That the Committee is of opinion that the interests of the schools will be best served by a 
change being made in the Head Mastership of the Blenheim High School.  
4. That the Chairman of the Committee be requested to convene a meeting for Monday, 
January 3rd, at 7.30 p.in. at the School house, for the purpose of recommending the Board to 
dismiss the Head Master (Mr Macklin) by giving him three months' notice, as required by 
Section 47 of the Education Act, 1877.  
5. That it be recorded on the minutes that Messrs Fell, Robinson, and Griffiths voted against 
the last two resolutions, as they only included the Head "Master.  
6. That the Board be recommended to dismiss the Head Master, Mr Macklin, by giving him 
three months' notice as required by Act. I have, etc., A. G. Fell.  
Mr Henderson said that it was evident from the resolutions that in the opinion of the 
Committee the Blenheim schools were in a deplorable state, and they had taken the very grave 
step of recommending the dismissal of  the Head Master. It also appeared that there was some 
dissension in the committee because the resolution was not sweeping enough. He moved that 
the recommendation of the Blenheim  School Committee be adopted. The Chairman said it 
would be necessary to give notice of motion as to the effect would be to alter the status of the 
school. At a later stage Air Henderson gave notice to move at next meeting That the Board, 
having in view the resolutions which have this day come up from the Blenheim School 



Committee, and the Reports of the School Inspector, is of opinion that a complete change is 
advisable in the teaching staff at Blenheim, and that the Committee be consulted about giving 
notice of dismissal to the whole of the present teachers, and obtaining the services of an 
entirely new staff."  
5th January 1881 Mr Macklin wrote complaining that the drains at the school were choked. It 
was decided to refer the matter to the architect to take such steps as were necessary to remedy 
it. The Chairman of the Havelock Suburban School Committee wrote as follows The Chairman 
of the Havelock Suburban Committee asked the Board to appoint a teacher to the school at a 
salary of about £75 a year. It was resolved that the school be handed over to the Committee, 
and that the transfer of the school acre to the Board be completed. Mr Smith, of Kekerangu 
wrote complaining that there had been no Inspectoral visit to the Kekerangu school. Mr 
Hodgson wrote enclosing a letter he had received from Mr Andrews, of the Grove Town school 
complaining of erroneous statements made in his report as to the ages of his pupils. It was 
resolved that Mr Andrews be allowed to see the manuscript accompanying Mr Hodgson's 
letter, and that he be referred to the Secretary for the information he desired. Mr Seymour 
stated that as there seemed some disproportion in the number of prizes to be compared for by 
the girls in the Vogel competition he had. added a couple of books, and that the Head Master of 
the Blenheim schools had also presented two books one for the boys and the other for the girls. 
Captain Baillie moved that the scale of payments to committees be two-thirds of the former 
scale. Mr Henderson seconded the motion pro forma. He had been looking into the matter, and 
there could be no doubt that the reduction of 50 per cent which had been made brought the 
amount down to too little for the committee. The County School Committees seemed to have 
managed on what was granted them, with something to spare, but the Blenheim School 
Committee, which had been allowed only 6s a year per scholar, had actually spent double their 
allowance, and if the Board were given to understand they could not do with, less. It therefore 
might not be desirable to reduce their amount below the 6s, as possibly; it; was as little as they 
could do with. He was in favor of reducing the committee money only ten per cent on the 
whole district, which would make an allowance of 9s per pupil per annum. .The reduction now 
proposed was one- third off 10 per cent. He would not oppose Captain Baillie's proposal, but he 
could not see how the Blenheim Committee was to get along under such reduction. Where they 
had 6s before per pupil, they would now have only 4 shillings. He was quite aware that the 
Blenheim Committee had been very extravagant, still it might be that in apportioning the 
money amongst committees they had underestimated the amount necessary for Blenheim. Mr 
Ward said if Blenheim had spent more than was allowed them, that was a reason for taking 
them down. Mr Conolly supported Captain Baillie's proposal, because he doubted whether the 
reduction proposed by Mr Henderson would effect a sufficient saving. Mr Fell did not think 
that the scale upon which committees had been paid was a fair one. The Blenheim Committee 
had not been extravagant. The motion was then put and carried. It was decided that the 
householders' meeting throughout the Marlborough District should be held on Monday, 
January 24th, at the same time and place as last year, with the exception of Blenheim. Mr 
Henderson thought that the Board would be consulting the public convenience by advertising 
the Blenheim meeting to be held in Ewart's Hall at seven o'clock in the evening. That the 
Blenheim people desired to hold the meeting in the evening was evident from the fact that they 
adjourned last time. It would be a convenience to have a lighted hall with regular seats to the 
school house, which last year was not lighted up, and was very inconvenient. Mr Parker 
seconded the motion. Mr Paul thought that at a time when they were trying to economise they 
should not go to the expense of £2 for a hall. Before the motion was put Mr Conolly said that 



they should have some assurance that the Board would not be called upon to pay the expenses 
of the hall, where upon Mr Henderson said he would see that the account did not come against 
the Board. The motion was then put and carried with one dissenting voice, Mr Fell distinctly 
saying "No!" Mr Seymour asked leave for his notice of motion relating to the reduction of ten 
per cent of teachers' salaries and the amended rules, should stand over till next meeting. 
6th January 1881 SCHOOL PRIZES.  
The awards under this head were as under Blenheim Borough Schools. General Progress John 
O'Leary, Frank Markman. and Marian Thompson. Regular attendance and good conduct Eva 
Saywer. Infant School G Nosworthy.  
6th January 1881 FRATERNITY.  
From the Wanganui Herald." In the libel case Griffiths v. Johnson, just heard at Blenheim, the 
evidence of one of the witnesses is so remarkable as to call for notice. A Mr. H. P. Macklin 
appeared in the witness box to swear to a conversation he had had with the defendant of a 
damaging nature. Macklin stated that lie was Master of the Masonic Lodge, and that plaintiff 
and defendant were members, and that in his position, he had tried to arrange the differences 
between them. The evidence shows, on the contrary, that Macklin, who was in the confidence 
of both parties, conveyed to the aggrieved person alleged admissions of the defendant, and 
adjourned the quarrel until the parties were involved in deadly litigation and then as the fruit of 
his duplicity, Macklin appears in Court to swear to statements he alleged Johnson had made to 
himself in the confidence of private friendship. Macklin swore that he expostulated with 
Johnson about publishing the letter on which the action was founded, and that the defendant 
admitted it referred to the plaintiff. Then to Macklin's chagrin the following letter was 
produced by defendant's counsel in Court High School, October 2, 1879. Dear Johnson, I have 
some recollection of telling you to make no apology to Griffiths. Do you remember me saying 
so —Your obedient servant, H. P. Macklin." Then counsel drew from him an admission of 
writing the following letter —"I do not believe that there is a libel nor ground of action, so far 
as Griffiths is concerned. Remember my own opinion is that there is no libel, and that if there 
were the settlement protects everything, and further, I do not believe Griffiths means to rake 
the affair up in Court." The following answers and questions place Macklin and his fraternal 
obligations in a rather lurid light "As a matter of fact, when the letter appeared did you not 
advise Mr Griffiths to bring an action I don't remember lam not certain. In trying to settle the 
case I got very angry with both sides. Did you not offer Mr Griffiths financial assistance as 
against Mr Johnson or the writer of the letter I have no memory of it. Will you swear you did 
not offer Mr Griffiths financial assistance  
I will not swear 1 did not. Did you not offer to give Mr Johnson £10 or an IOU for that amount 
I don't remember. And so on. Referring to Mr Macklin's conduct Mr Travers did not exceed a 
fair commentary on the evidence when he said "He (Macklin) wanted a scrimmage, there was 
no doubt of that, and to prove the desire he had offered money, first to one side and then to the 
other. A capital plan no doubt to attain his object. It reminded him of the Kilkenny Cats. Mr 
Macklin reached out one hand and collared one party by the tail. Then he drew their tails 
together, knotted them, and chucked the two infuriated animals across a rail, where he left them 
to fight until nothing remained but the tail and a bunch of hair. He was at the bottom of the 
whole affair without doubt, exciting the one and inciting the other." This might  be thought 
amusing were it not for the fearful amount of treachery and baseness which has been associated 
with a society whose principles and precepts are unimpeachable. There surely ought to be some 
means of purging the society of men like Macklin. The pretence that he was acting Masonically 
has only to be confronted by his own admissions to show how great is the slur this man has 
cast upon the order, or rather how unworthy he is to be numbered amongst its members.  
7th January 1881 There  is no question of a public character exciting greater interest at present 
in the district of Marlborough than that of Education, but the remark applies with special force 



to Blenheim and its neighbourhood. When the present system of education, under the Act of 
1877, was brought into operation, considerable sums were placed at the disposal of the 
Education Board for the erection of school buildings, and a liberal allowance was made for the 
payment of an efficient teaching staff. The result of this has been that quite a palace was built 
in Blenheim, furnished with every convenience for enabling teachers and scholars to carry on 
the work of giving and receiving instruction with comfort. A liberal number of teachers was 
allowed for the work, and salaries paid .to them amongst the highest in the Colony. It was 
understood, too, that we had a headmaster of as high a class as any in the Colony. With all 
these advantages it was fully expected that Blenheim would soon take a high stand 
educationally, and that satisfaction would soon reign in every household at witnessing the rapid 
growth of its junior members in the requirements of a good education. To adjust the content 
with mere primary education the Borough school was created into a High School. The 
refinements of the Greek and Latin Classics dawned upon the vision of aspiring parents; 
modern languages would be taught as a matter of course; while the mind-bracing studies of 
mathematics, pure and applied, would give such tone and grasp of intellect to the youths of the 
Blenheim school, that no sons reared there would think of soiling their hands with manual 
labor. .Nothing short of the Civil Service for that portion of .New Zealand which had the good 
fortune to be trained in the Blenheim Borough Schools. These great expectations were wafted 
along by pleasant newspaper leaders dilating upon the happy advantages of the Blenheim 
youths, who were pointed to young America for an example of how they were to live by their 
intellect, and leave the drudgery to be done by the immigrants coming here from less fortunate 
lands. Alas how true it is that there is many a slip between cup and lip. How completely the 
Blenheim parents are now un deceived They have seen their children plucked when put in 
competition with others. They have seen the inspector's reports pointing out serious 
deficiencies in even primary education, while of the learning in the classics, three years' reports 
have shown it to be of a most meagre description, in the last one the Inspector plainly stating, 1 
can only say of their Latin, that there is very little of it, that little being, moreover, of poor 
quality." Of modern languages, it is to be presumed, that they are not even attempted to be 
taught, as there is no mention of them in the Inspector's report. The result of all this is that a 
widely spread dissatisfaction is existing amongst the parents. In all directions, there seems to 
be but one note sounded, and that is, that there is something wrong. freely state that their 
children are not taught, are not getting on as they ought to. Some parents have withdrawn their 
children from the school and sent them elsewhere and others not in circumstances to adopt that 
line, are at their wits end, for they do not know what to do. A short time ago a rumour arose 
that a well-known and excellent teacher in one of our country schools, was coming .into town 
to open an independent school  this was hailed with delight by a large number of parents. 
Gladly would they, though taxed for the support of the Borough Schools, pay wholly for their 
children’s' education elsewhere, rather than submit longer to the inefficient teaching supplied at 
the Borough School It is said that when things have arrived at their worst, they insist begin to 
mend. We are happy, to say that there is some sign of a change. The School Committee, aware 
of the general dissatisfaction which exits, and with the last report of the Inspector before them, 
have sent a recommendation to the Board to dismiss the head teacher, Mr Macklin, while, it 
appears, that some members of the Committee think that merely dismissing the head teacher is 
not going far enough and that others ought to be included. One member of the Board has given 
notice to notice to move that the School Committee be consulted about giving notice of 
dismissal to the whole of the present teachers, and obtaining the services of an entirely new 
staff. This latter course, we think, by far the best, as a new head master would have a much 
better chance of success with fresh teachers, than with those, who have shown themselves 
apparently, so inefficient- under the present management. In the meantime, before the next 
meeting of the Board, the householder's meeting will take place, for the purpose of electing the 



School Committee for the ensuing year. It will rest with the householders themselves as to 
what will be the final settlement of this question. They must make no uncertain sound at the 
meeting as to what they require, but show a decided opinion by electing men for a Committee 
pledged to effect a complete reform in the schools. The householders have the power they 
create the Committee and if its members are elected pledged to carry out those necessary 
changes they will recommend them to the Board, which, no doubt, will in due course give 
effect to such recommendations. When this is done a brighter time will dawn for education in 
Blenheim. To obtain this end every householder must do his duty, and be present and take a 
part at the householders' meeting, to be held in Ewart's Hall on the evening of Monday, the 
24th instant.  
15th January  1881 In the matter of The Debtor and Creditors' Act, 1876," and of the several 
Amending Acts, and of the bankruptcy of Hubert Patrick Macklin, of Blenheim, in the 
Provincial District of Marlborough, in New Zealand, High School Master, a debtor. THIS is to 
notify that Hubert Patrick Macklin, of Blenheim, in the Provincial District of Marlborough, in 
New Zealand High School Master, has this day filed a statement that he is unable to meet his 
engagements with his creditors. The first meeting of creditors will be held at the Court House, 
Blenheim, on Wednesday, the twenty-sixth day of January, 1881 
19th January 1881 The Wanganui Herald in a recent issue has the following A correspondent 
calls our attention to the portion of the evidence in the recent Blenheim libel case, where one of 
the witnesses, Mr Macklin, stated that he had been subeditor to the Melbourne "Age" some 14 
years ago that there was no editor at the time, and that the proprietor's name was Levy It is 
unnecessary to describe this testimony us a. fabrication, but leave that or any other deduction to 
be deduced from the facts. The Age was founded by Ebenezer and David Syme, the latter a 
well-known and highly-respected gentleman remaining at this day the surviving proprietor. The 
assertion that he (Macklin) was sub-editor, and that there was no editor, is too absurd to be 
seriously entertained even if it stood alone. It appears also that Macklin, who is master if the 
High School at Blenheim, has been classified B1, with M.A. after his name in the teachers' 
classifications. When asked by Counsel if he was a graduate of any University, he replied "I am 
not required to say." Mr Habens though is called upon to say how this lettering came about 
Macklin denied that he had represented himself as an M.A. But admitting the denial he quietly 
appropriated what evidently did not belong to him 
20th January 1881 To the Editor of the Express. Sir,- Some of Mr Macklin's apologists say that 
Mr Hodgson's report is not worse than that given by Inspectors in other districts. I would ask 
those who speak in this fashion to read Mr Hodgson's last report of the Nelson schools, which 
was published in the Nelson Evening Mail of Saturday, and see what he says about the 
condition of the Nelson Town Schools. A perusal of that report will convince anyone that the 
Nelson teachers manage to instruct a much larger number of scholars than our Blenheim 
teachers do, and yet the Inspector does not say that the Nelson teachers are over-worked. The 
following instances will suffice:  
Bridge-street Boys (Mr Sadd), 1st division,' present, 44.  
Bridge-street Boys, 2nd division (Mr Worley), present 49. 
Bridge-street Boys, 3rd division (Miss Smart and Miss Johnson), present 85.  
Bridge-street Boys, 4th division (Miss Kitching), present, 48.  
Hardy-street Girls, 1st division (Mrs Sait), present, 54.  
Hardy-street Girls, 2nd division (Miss Dement and Miss Houll), present, 85.  
Hardy-street Girls, 3rd division (Miss Cother and Miss Leach, present, 140.  
Port (Miss Blackmore), present, 52.  



And so on. How is it that in the Hardy-street Girls School, 3rd division, 140 children, are 
satisfactorily taught by two teachers, while at our infant school only 120 children were present 
on examination day. If anyone wants to know how our infants have fared during the last year, 
let him read the Inspector's report. Compare the report of the 1st division Town Boys' Nelson, 
both in the standards and extra subjects with our so-called High" School, if you want to get at 
the real events of the affair, and the extra subjects in the former school have only been taught 
for a year. It is a real pleasure to read Mr Hodgson's report on the' Nelson schools. I wish I 
could say so of his report on those of Blenheim I am, etc., Comparison. 
21st January 1881 The following is the report to be presented to the householders by the 
Blenheim School Committee on Monday evening next The Blenheim School Committee has 
now the pleasure to lay before you its annual report and balance sheet. The present school 
buildings are large enough for all requirements, but improvements are wanted in the grounds 
and outbuildings. The teaching staff has been increased by the addition of one master. The 
infant school continues to increase in numbers, having now an average of 127, and at times an 
attendance of 149, with only two teachers. This must be a subject for consideration by our 
successors. The subject of compulsory attendance has had considerable consideration. The 
working of the clauses of the Act seem very defective, and as they stand at present the 
Committee do not see their way to enforce them. The Committee decided to send all 
resolutions of public interest to the press. Acting on the suggestion of the Head Master, the 
Latin in the High School has for the last quarter been taught by Mr Alloway. The Committee 
has been compelled to exercise strict economy in order to keep within its income. The Board 
having now reduced its grants, our successors will be compelled to make reductions in their 
expenditure in order to avoid running into debt. The Committee being dissatisfied with the 
condition of the schools, passed the following resolution That the Board be recommended to 
dismiss the Head Master, Mr Macklin, by giving him three months' notice, as required by the 
Act. A. G. Fell Chairman Blenheim School Committee. Blenheim, January 21st, 1881. 
22nd January 1881 The Report of the Blenheim School Committee, which we published on 
Friday last, whilst being of a very bald character, is considerably more reliable than the Report 
of 1879, in which the Committee actually went so far as to congratulate the householders on 
the steady growth of the schools," and also to congratulate the parents and guardians of the 
children of the district on the success that has attended the High School. Some people have a 
peculiar notion of what constitutes "success," and we should imagine that in the lexicon of the 
Blenheim School Committee of 1879 there is no such word as fail," or they would not have put 
forth such a misleading report. Last January we were assured by the Committee that "the Infant 
School is doing good groundwork and continues to receive the approval of the Inspector." The 
parents of the infants who attended the Blenheim School last year may well enquire, Stands 
Scotland where it did?" &c. Notwithstanding the Inspector has promoted the Blenheim Infants'- 
and made them the Blenheim Juniors Report of their condition is most humiliating and 
satisfactory.  
"No more than 15 of the 34 children who attempted the First standard succeeded in passing, 
arithmetic $and reading proving fatal to the majority. I cannot but regard this as a meagre result 
of the twelve month's work. The small draft fitted for promotion to the upper divisions will not 
suffice to fill up the gaps in those schools sure to be made by the withdrawal of the older 
scholars. The teachers of the Girls' School and of the Lower Boys' School will therefore be 
compelled to take up largely the work of the First Standard, which ought to be done and 
elsewhere is done— entirely in the preparatory school. This, I regard, is the most serious defect 
in the present organisation of the Blenheim Schools." So that the infant school last year did not 
do good ground-work" nor did it receive the "approval of the Inspector." Had as the Report is 



with only 86 "infants" present, what would it have been if the 141 "on the roll" had been 
present? How does this branch of the school compare with a similar school in Nelson the 
Hardy-street girls' division, when on the examination day, out of 148 on the roll, 140 were 
present 2 The number of pupils on the roll in 1879 according to the Inspector’s Report was 
300. In 1880 it was 331. In 1879, 266 children were present on the examination days. In 1880, 
only 242 were present on these days, or 24 less than last year, although there was an increase 
on the roll of 31 The Inspector's Report under such circumstances is no criterion of the actual 
state of the schools. Of course, the best scholars were not absent on the examination days. If 
the 89 pupils, who were absent, had been present, what would the Report have been? As it was 
a fourth of the pupils on the roll" were not present when the Inspector made his examination. It 
is very instructive to note how the increase of 31, to which we have referred, was made up 
Infants 21 Girls 13 Boys 3 37 Less decrease in High school 6 31 The fact alone is sufficient to 
show that the High school, in 1880, was not a sweep. The increase of 31 scholars was virtually 
no increase as 21 were "infants." We shall deal further with the subject on Monday.  
24th January 1881 In our last issue we showed the condition of the Blenheim Infants School. If 
we turn to the so-called High School, we do so only to find matters equally as had (if not 
actually worse) than in the Infants' branch. Out of if even scholars who were examined in 
Euclid, three knew but little." Referring to Latin, in 1879, Mr Hodgson said he could detect 
little it" any improvement " and in 1880 he expresses himself very plainly I can only say of 
their Latin 3 that there was very little of it, that little being, moreover; of poor quality." Algebra 
and plane trigonometry were taught in 1879, and referred to in the Inspector's Report for that 
year. There is no mention of either subject in his Report of 1880. So that we presume neither 
were taught. If they were good subjects in 1879 surely they were good subjects in 1880, and 
why did not Mr Hodgson express his opinion on their disappearance from the curriculum of 
1880. Fees amounting to £49 10/- were paid for the extra subjects taught in the High School. If 
the system had been that of payment by results it is evident that money would have been saved. 
The High School was undoubtedly a huge failure, so far as the teaching of the extra subjects 
(Latin and Euclid) was concerned. The Committee of 1879 might have dubbed it a success," 
but no one else would have had the audacity to do so.  
The failure of seven boys out of fourteen to pass the 4th Standard is so notorious that reference 
to it is scarcely necessary. The head master seems to have concentrated his ability, energy, and 
zeal in the boys presented for the 5th and 6th Standards some fifteen who passed. This was 
nothing remarkable, but only what was to be expected, as it is well known that the Standards 
are so regulated that a boy of ordinary ability and industry can pass with ease from one 
Standard to another in a year. We ought not to fall into transports of admiration because a 
master passes 100 per cent, in the Standards, but we ought to be amazed when he can pass only 
50 per cent., and that in the 4th Standard.  
The condition of the remaining parts of the school, the boys and girls, is quite as unsatisfactory 
as those with which we have dealt, but we have not space to go into their state in detail. Those 
interested will read and consider well the Inspector's Report and those who are not interested 
will not do so, and will, of course, talk of what they know nothing about. This is a concession 
which must be made to the weakness of human nature.  
At the meeting to-night, the Committee has to give a full report of its proceedings (section 64 
Education Act 1877), and we hope some householders will ask why the following important 
part of the proceedings was omitted from their report as published  
"That in the opinion of the Committee the condition of the Blenheim schools, as reported by 
the Inspector, is highly unsatisfactory."  
That the Head Master is in a large measure answerable for such unsatisfactory report."  
We are informed that the members of the Committee passed the above resolutions 
unanimously. "Why were they were not embodied in the report as required by the Act  



24th January 1881 INSPECTORS of BLENHEIM  SCHOOL DISTRICT. Inspector's Report, 
1880. Read the following Blenheim High School. Mr Macklin. (Present, 30 ;on roll, 34.) 
Standard work. Oh the whole, this division of the Blenheim schools has greatly improved since 
last examination. I except from this general expression of approval the boys who took up the 
Fourth Standard, seven of whom failed to pass. But all the scholars who tried the Fifth and 
Sixth Standard passed creditably in every subject. Not a single scholar in either of these two 
classes did badly in Arithmetic or Dictation, subjects in which so many broke down last year. 
Their papers on Grammar, History, and Geography were neat, quickly done, and of good 
quality throughout. They also did well in Mental Arithmetic, fairly in Science. The reading was 
distinct; and well emphasised. Drawing is taught. Special subjects I tried the High School 
pupils in Euclid and Latin on the day after the examination in Standards. The results of this 
examination were by no means 30 satisfactory as those obtained in the Standard work. Seven 
scholars at- tempted Euclid, the questions being taken from the first book. Three of the seven 
did fairly well, another very well indeed the rest knew but little. In Latin, I found nine scholars 
in the upper class, whom I set a paper taken from Smith's Principia Latina part 1. as far as 
Exercise 25. I also set them to translate, viva wee, one of Aesop's fables, which they had 
prepared previously. I can only say of their Latin that there was very little of it, that little being, 
moreover, of poor quality. There is a junior Latin class of ten boys, but these have not been 
long at work: Blenheim Boys— Second Division. Mr Alloway, Major Martin. (Present, 68 on 
roll 83.) The children here did very badly this year. A third of those presented in Standards 
were unable to pass, the failures being in the most important subjects. The younger scholars 
broke down in Reading and Spelling, the older ones in Spelling and Arithmetic, The 
Geography of the Third Standard scholars was worse than anything I have met for some time. 
Nor could I discover that any other subject was so well taught as to compensate for the 
grievous deficiencies that I have pointed out. Extenuating circumstances are not wanting, how- 
ever, so far as the teachers are concerned. It is only within the last three months that a second 
assistant has been appointed, the 117 boys in this and the upper school having been previously 
under the charge of only two teachers. Under such circumstances, though it is easy enough to 
see that the school is in a backward state, to apportion the blame, or even to ascertain whether 
anyone is really blameworthy, is a difficult matter. Blenheim Girls' School. Miss Macklin, 
Miss Kate Macklin. (Present, 58 ;on roll, 73.) The work oi the school was not so even as that of 
last year, the failures in the First and Fourth Standards being more numerous than they ought to 
have been. Only one of the 13 girls in the Third Standard knew any- thing of History. The 
Arithmetic of the highest class was weak, and the hand- writing, throughout, with very few 
exceptions, ill-formed. The first class answered badly in Science. On the other hand, Reading, 
Spelling, and Geography, were well taught, and the older girls acquitted themselves creditably 
in letter writing, so far as the matter was concerned. Sewing, I believe, is well taught. Blenheim 
Juniors. Mrs Macklin, Miss Mary Macklin. (Present, 80 ;on roll, 141.) .No more than 15 of the 
34 children who attempted the First Standard succeeded in passing, Arithmetic and Reading 
proving fatal to the majority. I cannot but regard this as a meagre result of the twelve-month's 
work. The small draft fitted for promotion to the upper divisions will not suffice to fill up the 
gaps in those schools sure to be made at the close of the year by the withdrawal of the older 
scholars. The I teachers of the Girls' school, and the Lower Boys' school will therefore be 
compelled to take largely the work of the First Standard, which ought to be done and elsewhere 
is done entirely in the preparatory school. This, I regard as the most serious defect in the 
present organisation of the Blenheim schools 



25th January 1881 The Annual Meeting of householders in the Blenheim district for the election 
of a School Committee for the year, was held in Ewart's Hall last evening.  
At a little past seven o'clock, His Worship the Mayor, Mr Farmar, opened the meeting by 
reading the advertisement convening it and explaining its objects. He then proceeded to read 
the report and balance-sheet of the late School Committee, which appeared In issue of Friday 
last. Mr Lawrence asked the Chairman if he could tell him who supplied the school furniture, 
and if it had been by contract  
The Chairman said he was unable to say, and called for the nomination of candidates.  
Mr. W. B, Girling who was greeted with loud expressions of applause, said that he had the 
honor and pleasure of nominating four candidates. When asked to undertake these nominations 
he was at first somewhat disposed to decline the task, because he thought that it might be 
considered that he was taking party action in the matter. He was not, however, a party man. He 
owed allegiance to no leader, and in all matters was guided in his conduct by his own sense of 
what was right and proper. The gentlemen he had the honor to nominate were Mr. Dodson, Mr 
Richard Parker, Mr Hustwick, and Mr W. Fitzwilliam Terry. (Applause.) When he was 
informed that the principal object of these gentlemen in offering themselves for election was to 
remove the disgrace existing in the Blenheim Schools, in regard to the Head Master they had 
his cordial sympathy. (Applause.) By virtue of his position he was continually hearing 
complaints from parents of the non-success of their children at school, and he had no doubt that 
the fault lay with the Head Master. When Mr Macklin first came to Blenheim there was no 
doubt that he applied himself to hip work, but afterwards he had got more and more negligent 
and the schools und the education of the children attending them had considerably suffered in 
consequence There could be no doubt in anyone's mind that the teacher's path was made 
considerably easier when he enjoyed the confidence of his pupils, and he did not think that a 
master could inspire the children under him with any degree of confidence, when he was 
wanting in truth, honesty, and true temperance (loud applause). The gentlemen he nominated 
would be able to go freely into the question of education and place it on a firm basis. On these 
grounds alone, if on no others, they should return the gentlemen he had named.  
Mr John M. Hutcheson seconded the nominations.  
Mr Falconer proposed Mr W. Douslin  and Mr E. Purser. In doing so, he said they were 
gentleman who would treat tie school in the same manner as they did their businesses, and act 
in all matters connected with it without fear or favor. They were both family men, and in 
studying their own interests would be studying those of all parents. Mr Coleman seconded,  
Mr John Campbell, who was applauded on getting on the platform said he wished to propose a 
gentleman pretty well known to them all, viz., Mr C. J. W. Griffiths. He hoped the public 
would give him an opportunity for displaying his talents. (Laughter.) He thought Mr Griffiths 
had done so well during the past year, and looked so well after his own interests;, that the 
interests of the householders could not be better served. (Applause and laughter.) Mr A. Mason 
seconded.  
Mr A. Fell proposed Mr W. Litchfield and Mr Jas. T. Robinson. (Applause.) He was not 
offering himself for re-election because he in common with one or two members of the old 
Committee thought that a regular infusion of new blood should go on. The chairman of the 
meeting (Mr Farmar) and himself had sat on the Committee for eight years, and he felt the time 
had come when he could be of very little use to them. Members of the Committee should have 
children old enough to go to school, and the two gentlemen he has nominated were thus 
qualified  
Mr W. Sinclair Has Mr Litchfield any children attending- the Borough Schools? I understood 
he had taken them away. ((Laughter.)  
Mr Fell 1 cannot say.  



Mr W. B. Earll .seconded, and said that if Mr Litchfield got in he would take care to make the 
school such as he might send his children to.  
Mr James Jellyman proposed Mr W. Ching (applause). He was a new candidate and he thought 
that as such they would support him.  
Mr Mason seconded  
There being no further nominations, the Chairman called upon the several candidates to 
address the meeting in the order in which they had been nominated.  
Mr Hustwick said that since his election at commencement of the previous year he had 
endeavored to give his best attention to the. duties of the School Committee. That body had 
nothing of very great importance before it until the Inspector's report was published. This led to 
the Committee coming to the unanimous opinion that the state of the school was not 
satisfactory, that the Head Master was responsible for the quantity and quality of the teaching, 
and was open to censure. A resolution was also carried recommending the Board to dismiss the 
Head Master. This recommendation would be. considered by the Board at its next meeting, and 
he hoped would be acted upon. The subject of the admission of the Press to the Committee's 
meetings had caused considerable discussion, and it was decided that the Chairman should 
send the resolutions passed  
at the meetings to the papers for publication. He had not been satisfied with the manner in 
which this was done, and it was his intention to see that a resolution was introduced which 
would make their proceedings public (applause). If returned he would endeavor to have the 
schools carried on in the best possible manner, and to see that the quality of the teaching was 
the best that could be obtained with their means. (Applause.) Mr R. W. Parker then addressed 
the meeting briefly, and to the point. His experience of the past year had shown him that he and 
his fellow committeemen had not done all they could. He thought it would be better for them to 
visit the school regularly (applause). The other candidates also addressed the meeting, but our 
space prevents us giving the slight digest of their speeches in the present issue. The poll was 
then taken, and the voting continued until 10 o'clock, at which hour the hall was cleared, and 
the work of counting the votes commenced. At a little after 11 o'clock the doors were again 
opened and the public admitted. The Mayor then announced the result of the poll to be  
The following gentlemen were therefore declared duly elected Messrs H. Dodson, W. 
Fitzwilliam Terry, Jas. T. Robinson, T. H. Hustwick, E. W. Parker, C. J. W. Griffiths, and W. 
Litchfield, five of whom are pledged to make a complete change in the existing teaching staff 
of the Borough Schools. The result was received with considerable applause. The several 
members-elect then addressed a few brief words of thanks to the householders for their return, 
and one of the most remarkable elections that has ever been held in. the district terminated. It 
may safely be said that never on any former occasion of a similar mind has so much interest 
been evinced by the public as a body 
26th January 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTION.  
[Continued from Yesterday.] Mr Henry Dodson who was loudly applauded, said that though he 
had been before them in public matters for many years, he had, hitherto, avoided taking part in 
school matters. He now came forward seeking election to the School Committee because he, in 
common with other parents, had a direct grievance against those responsible for the 
management of the Borough Schools, and in his case had felt compelled to take two of his sons 
from school, and send them to Nelson, in order that they might not lose their education, if the 
householders were satisfied with the teaching of the past they should return other men than 
himself. It was his intention to work a radical change in the school. He was dissatisfied with 
teachers from one part of the school to the other, and the disorganisation was so complete that 
the mere removal of the Head Master would not be sufficient. (Applause.) A clean sweep must 
be made in order to give a new Head Master a fair chance. Experience had taught him that the 
favorable opinions he had once entertained concerning the Education Act were not justified by 



its working, and so strongly had he become impressed with its unsatisfactoriness, and, he might 
even say, injustice, that he would do all in his power in the future in the direction of having it 
amended. (Loud Applause.) Mr Dodson proceeded to condemn the manner in which the High  
School fees had been imposed that in many cases fees had been imposed for which no higher 
education had been given. His estimate of the Head Master's competency to teach the higher 
subjects was exceedingly low. He had sent one of his boys to the High School because Mr 
Macklin had represented himself to be an M.A. of Durham (laughter) —but at the end of the 
year his boys knew no more than at the beginning. The reason was that the Head Master knew 
no more Latin than he did himself. (Laughter.) There was a way which higher education could 
be taught those children who desired they should have it, and that was by means of special 
classes held after the ordinary school hours. He considered that the schools in their present 
condition were a scandal. The school was one of the worst, if not the worst, in the colony, and 
the example set the children in it very much on the same level. The national system was a 
useless burden on the colony so far as the results were concerned. If they had private schools 
they would be better off. He had seen how harmful such a monopoly was. The community had 
done its duty by the Head Master. He had received between £600 and £700 a year an income 
that few persons in this district were fortunate to have. Mr Dodson concluded a very able 
speech by stating that it must be distinctly understood that those who voted for him would vote 
for the most radical reform in their schools. (Loud applause.) The next speaker was Mr Terry, 
who pronounced himself as being in favor of a complete change in the teaching staff of the 
Blenheim Borough Schools, and pledged himself that if returned he would do all that lay in his 
power to consummate that end. The meeting accorded the speaker a favorable hearing during 
the course of a somewhat lengthy speech, which a wholesome fear of the law relating to 
scurrilous and libellous statements precludes us from publishing." Mr Douslin followed, and 
stated that he was an independent man brought forward by no party, and if returned would go 
in unpledged to anyone, to judge what was best for the interests of the school. He had two boys 
going to the school, one boy passed the 4th Standard last year and the 6th this year. This he 
thought highly creditable to the master. Like the preceding speakers, he was in favor of the 
committee's meetings being open to the public. Mr Purser also came forward as an independent 
candidate. He had good reason to know that the Boys' Schools were a disgrace, and he would 
pledge himself to work a reform. He thought it rather unmanly to kick a person when he was 
down, or even to kick a woman out of her billet. In some years the reports had been favorable 
to the female teachers. He thought it very had taste for some gentlemen to exclude the Press 
from the committee's meetings. The result of the High School had been very unsatisfactory, 
and he disapproved of it entirely. He endorsed what Mr Terry," had said concerning the sports 
and games, and felt convinced that a master should command obedience and respect, and not 
fear. Unfortunately, however, that was not the case at the Borough Schools. (Applause.") Mr C. 
J. W. Griffiths thanked his proposer for proposing him. He hadn't asked him to do so, and his 
object seemed to be to damn him with faint praise (laughter). If he had not done well in the past 
it was not for want of trying or want of interest. He thought it a pity that none but parents 
should be on the committee. He would not follow in the wake of others and publicly insult the 
Head Master when he had not the opportunity of reply. He was not there to defend the Head 
Master, but thought that if (the late committee had singled out others, and not the Head Master, 
they would have done much. He agreed with what Mr Terry had said concerning sports. If they 
chose to return him he would do his best for the interests of their children and of his own. Mr 
W. Litchfield said that his object in seeking election was to remove the thorough disgrace at the 
existing state of affairs at the Borough Schools, and his idea of the means to accomplish this 
was the present staff of teachers cleans out. It was his decided opinion that the female teachers 
are just as much to blame as the others. He felt that his boys had suffered great injustice, and he 
would not send them to the school whilst the present teachers were there.  



Any change would be for the better. Mr James T. Robinson gave a brief outline of what had 
been done during the past year. He had opposed the opening of the meetings to the Press, but 
hail since hail cause to regret his action, for he would have liked the public to have seen what 
he used to say. He had been so thoroughly disgusted with the under masters that he did not 
consider that the Committee had done fairly in singling out the best of the three. Mr W. Ching 
had no idea when he came to the meeting that he would be called upon to make a speech. He 
had two boys and two girls at the school, and he had found that the one did not get on better 
than the other.  
1st February 1881 A. letter was received from Major Martin, resigning his position as third 
master of the Blenheim Borough Schools. Mr Macklin wrote applying for an inquiry into the 
use of himself and the teachers at the school. The Board adjourned at one o'clock for luncheon 
1st February 1881 The first meeting of the newly-elected School Committee took place in the 
school house last evening. Present Messrs Dodson, Terry, Jas. Robinson, Parker, Hustwick, 
Griffiths, and Litchfield.  
Mr Hustwick proposed and Mr Terry seconded that Mr Dodson be Chairman.  
Mr J. Robinson proposed and Mr Griffiths seconded, that Mr Parker be Chairman.  
Mr Parker begged to decline the honor, and a formal show of hands having been taken Mr. 
Dodson took the Chair.  
Mr Hustwick proposed that Mr Terry be clerk and Treasurer to the Committee. Provision for 
such an office was made by the Act. On the suggestion of members he allowed the matter to 
stand over till next meeting.  
Letters were received from Mr Macklin, informing the Committee that since the reopening of 
the school there had been no appearance of the third master, Major Martin, and from Mr 
Alloway the second master re the proposed recommendation to the Board to dismiss all the 
teaching stall of the Borough Schools.  
No other business cropping up Mr Terry moved the motion of which notice had been 
previously given.  
Mr Parker suggested that it would be advisable to state to the Board the  reasons that led the 
Committee to recommend the dismissal of the teachers. He was of opinion that some definite 
reason should be given in each case.  
Mr Robinson found fault with the action of Messrs Parker and Hustwick for recommending 
dismissal of all the teachers, they as members of the old Committee having resolved that Mr 
Macklin was solely responsible for the state of the schools . He did not think it was just to 
throw teachers out into the streets without a character.  
Mr Parker maintained that he had been consistent throughout. He reminded Mr Robinson that 
some months previously they had brought Mr Macklin before them, and told him that he was 
responsible if anything went wrong. He was also asked to make a written report, but had 
refused to do so on the ground that he did not wish to lay any charges against the other 
teachers. With regard to the other teachers, he had not supported their appointment because he 
did not think then that they were qualified, and did not now. The late public meeting had 
emphatically shown the general feeling towards the whole of the teachers.  
Mr Terry consented to divide his motion into the several motions as below. He first moved 
"That the Committee do endorse the recommendation made by the late Committee, that Mr 
Macklin, the Head Master of the Blenheim Borough Schools be at once given three months’ 
notice of dismissal."  
Mr Litchfield seconded the motion, which was put and carried unanimously.  
Mr Terry then moved That in view of the unsatisfactory state of the schools, and as a matter of 
expediency, the Committee do recommend the Education Board of the District to give Messrs 
Alloway and Martin, the second and third masters of the Borough Schools, three months' notice 
of dismissal.  



The motion was put and passed unanimously.  
Mr Terry next moved “That in view of the unsatisfactory results of the Blenheim Juniors' or 
Infants, School, that the Education Board be recommended to give Mrs Macklin and Miss 
Mary Macklin, the mistresses of this school three months' notice of dismissal”. He then 
referred to the Inspector's Report, which he considered highly unfavorable to the school, not 
only by itself, but by comparison with the report of an infants' school elsewhere.  
Mr Griffiths agreed with much that had been said about the school, and directed attention to the 
report of the previous year, which was a highly flattering one to Mrs Macklin and her school. 
He thought that there must be some reason for the falling-off in the school, and that the 
Committee should enquire into it before condemning them. He happened to know that there 
had been a good deal of illness in the family, and this might account for the unfavorable results. 
Committeemen should forget that these women bore the name of Macklin. He moved as an 
amendment That the teachers in the Infants' School be written to, and asked to give the 
Committee reasons for the had report of the Inspector. Mr Hustwick would support the original 
motion, both on account of the Inspector's Report and on the ground of expediency. He thought 
that the previous year's report was the best argument for this course, it clearly demonstrated 
that a less amount of work had been done since. He was convinced that if a new Head Master 
was obtained, and the teachers, members of the late Head Master's family, retained, it would 
lead to serious inconvenience, and be detrimental to the interests of the school. As to its being a 
hardship to dispense with their services he could only say that it was not so very long since the 
Head master had told them in that very room that his family could obtain the best situations. 
The only thing would be that the family would be scattered, and not united as at present. But 
the Committee must all feel that Mr Macklin might go a 100 years and not be able to get 
himself and family all into one school. Mr. Litchfield thought that the number of the teachers 
was very great.  
Mr Robinson said that it was impossible for two teachers to do the work.  
Mr Terry maintained that for the manner in which infants were instructed in public schools, the 
number was not excessive.  
Mr Robinson said they never had any complaints about the teachers.  
The Chairman said that he never expected parents would write to the Committee, for if they did 
so, the child was at once pointed to as a tell-tale and tatter, and his existence in the school made 
miserable.  
Mr Griffiths' amendment was then put and a division taken. The ayes were '3, viz., Messrs 
Robinson, Griffiths, and Litchfield and the noes viz. Messrs Dodson, Parker, Hustwick, and 
Terry.  
The original motion was then put and a division taken, the ayes were 4, viz., Messrs Dodson, 
Parker, Hustwick, and Terry and the noes 3, Messrs Robinson, Griffiths, and Litchfield. The 
motion was accordingly declared to be carried.  
Mr. Terry next moved, That in view of the unsatisfactory state of the Blenheim Girls  School, 
and with a view to the appointment of duly qualified teachers, according to section 45 of 
Education Act, that the committee recommend the Board to give three months' notice of 
dismissal to Miss Anne Macklin and Miss Kate Macklin, the teachers in that school. He 
explained that under section 45 of the Education' Act persons not duly certificated were only to 
be temporarily appointed, and he believed that in this instance not only did neither of the 
teachers hold certificates, but that one had failed to obtain at no less than three examinations.  
Mr Griffiths moved as an amendment that the two teachers in question be written to and asked 
to explain the reasons for the unfavorable report of the Inspector.  
Mr Parker would support the amendment on many grounds. It appeared there had been a 
considerable amount of illness, and continual changes or pupils had caused considerable 



inconvenience. When he  had said he would support a clean sweep he exempted these two 
teachers in his mind.  
The amendment was then put and a division taken, the ayes being four, namely, Messrs 
Robinson, Griffiths, Parker, and Litchfield, and the noes three, namely, Messrs Dodson, 
Hustwick, and Terry.  
The amendment was accordingly declared to be carried.  
Mr Terry was then proceeding to make a statement in connection with the cadets, but it was 
decided that the matter was not one which the committee were competent to discuss.  
Mr Hustwick moved that in future the Press and public be admitted to the meetings of the 
Committee.  
Mr James Robinson seconded, and the motion was put and carried nem. con.  
On Mr Griffiths' motion it was then resolved that the ordinary meetings of the Committee be 
held on the 4th Thursday in every month. The Committee then adjourned.  
2nd February 1881 The recommendation of the late Blenheim School Committee requesting the 
dismissal of the Head Master, and the resolution of the newly elected Committee, endorsing 
that resolution, were then read, together with the resolutions ;v the dismissing of other teachers 
in the Borough Schools, passed on Monday night last.  
The following letter was received from Mr Macklin  
Sir,— l have the honor to inform you that I have observed in the newspapers that the School 
Committee have recommended my removal on the ground of the schools or some portion of 
them having, in their opinion, received a had report, and also a notice of motion that the whole 
teaching staff be dismissed. I have received no intimation from the School Committee, and am 
at a loss to comprehend the cause of such action. I would respectfully request a copy of the 
charges made, or reasons given and also an opportunity for defending myself and the other 
teachers before the Education Board. The majority of the teaching staff have been employed 
for nearly five years, and during that time we have not been called upon to answer a single 
complaint, and the Committee complimented us on the success of the schools, as shown by the 
Inspector's report of 1871.--I have, &c,  
Mr Henderson then moved "That the Board, having in view the resolutions which have this day 
come up from the Blenheim School Committee, and the Reports of the School Inspector, is of 
opinion that a complete change is advisable in the teaching staff at Blenheim and that the 
Committee be consulted about giving notice of dismissal to the whole of the present teachers, 
and obtaining the services of an entirely new staff. He thought that so much public attention 
had been drawn for a long period to the subject under consideration that it would be 
unnecessary for him to enter into any elaborate statement. Anyone moving about Blenheim 
must have heard repeated complaints from parents as to the progress made by their children  
at the Borough Schools. They would also find that many Blenheim children were attending 
schools in the country, and that others had been sent to Nelson, because they could not get the 
education here that they should be able to receive. He has been happy to observe that the 
Chairman and o*her members were present at the late householders' meeting, at which the 
question of an entire change of the teaching staff was the issue before the meeting. The answer 
had been given with no uncertain sound, and was a complete vindication of the motion that he 
now proposed. So difficult was ordinary education to be had that many persons who did not 
want higher education had been content to pay £2 a year in fees in the hope that it might be 
some inducement to them obtaining that attention that would get them even standard education. 
The Inspector's report last year had been highly unsatisfactory as regarded the Upper School, 
and it was highly unsatisfactory this year for all parts of the school excepting the 15 boys in the 
two upper Standards, which were all that were put forward in those Standards, whereas 25 were 
put forward last year, though in both cases only 15 passed. He would ask how it .happened that 
the 14 boys who were in the Upper School in the 4th Standard, making only 29 altogether to 



the head teacher, were found to be in such a miserable plight. Was it because there was no 
result money to be had for passing these, whilst for the 15 in the two higher Standards the sum 
of £24 was to be made? That sort of thing looked very had, and destroyed the public 
confidence. Those 15 boys apparently had been the principal work of the school. They might 
depend upon it that when the Inspector's report was so indifferent to the school generally, it 
was fully in a worse state than he represented as he would not be likely to make it worse for the 
teachers than he could help. As to the High School, it was difficult not to regard it in the light 
of a fraud and a grand fiasco. In 1878 the Inspector told them that 15 boys were presented in 
Latin, that he tried them with the parsing of a, few Latin words, but only two or three could 
make anything of it." The following year he examined them in Latin again, and said, I could 
detect little if any improvement in the Latin." The last report said, I can only say of their Latin, 
that there was very little of it, that little being, moreover, of poor quality." And Mr Hodgson 
said at this Board, and he took his words down at the time. The Latin is wretched. If they 
cannot do more at Latin than that it is hardly worth while teaching it." He thought people here 
had been utterly imposed upon, and had paid £100 for Latin they had never got. When things 
were in such a had state, the sooner there was a complete change the better for the other 
schools under the supposed supervision of the Head Master, they were under men of such years 
and position, that had they done their duty, they ought to have produced a far better report, if 
even the Head Master had never looked after them at all. He concluded therefrom, that these 
teachers had not done their duty. He had always held the opinion that the schools were too 
much in the hands of one family, and he was happy to say that he had had Mr Fell's support in 
that opinion. Judging by the Inspector's reports, the had effects of this had come out, for the 
schools had got worse and worse. The young ladies were not entitled to hold the position they 
held, as the Act required the Board should have certificated teachers, and he believed they had 
twice failed to get a certificate, and therefore were not qualified to be teachers, and the public 
meeting had shown by the clearest demonstration that they desired the dismissal of the whole 
of the teachers. With regard to the endorsement and recommendation from the new committee, 
he could only I add that he paid that respect to the Committees which was usually paid them by 
the Board. He would consequently, with the permission of the Board, reduce his motion to be 
in conformity with the recommendation of the Committee. He did so in deference to that body, 
and not because he believed that it was what would satisfy the public. Mr Henderson was 
ultimately allowed to amend his motion as he desired.  
Mr Conolly seconded the motion as a matter of form, but would not say that he would support 
it in its entirety. Mr Ward said it seemed to him that they were endeavouring to deal with 
matters that could not be properly discussed till next meeting. That was his only objection to it, 
He was also convinced that thy matter was one on which there was a good deal of extra feeling. 
If the motion were agreed to it would completely nullify the appeal of the Head Master, to 
whom he considered a hearing should be granted.  
Mr Seymour said that as Mr Henderson had stated, he was present at the late householders' 
meeting, and would like to say that it had shown him that there was a very much stronger 
feeling against the present teaching staff of the school than he had thought possible, and when 
he came away it was with a conviction that the teachers could not do really good work while 
such a feeling was abroad, but at the same time he would not agree to the resolution because it 
appeared Mr Macklin had received no notification that it was proposed to dismiss him. He was 
surprised the Committee had not given the master an opportunity of reply to the charges against 
him. He thought that before condemning a man they should hear him, and therefore he would 
not support the resolution until some such opportunity should have been given Mr Macklin.  
Mr Conolly hoped the mover would see his way to withdraw the motion for the present. He 
certainly did not see that there was anything in the Inspector's report that would warrant them 
in taking off-hand the grave step of dismissing the whole staff of teachers. It seemed to him 



that the people of Blenheim should blame the High School rather than the Head Master. As he 
had ever believed, that school was detrimental to the- common schools. The report was not a 
worse one than that of several other schools in the district. The Committee, he had ever held, 
were the best judges in such matters, and if the Blenheim Committee, after careful enquiry, 
resolved that the school could not go on unless these changes were made, he would take their 
voice. There was a great feeling outside, he was well aware, that there should be a change. 
Captain Baillie said he had no doubt that as the Head Master had done good work in the past he 
would do the same in the future. He thought it a mistake to chop down the whole tree without 
seeing if the branches were had, and 110 doubt if same of the under teachers were changed the 
school would go on as efficiently as ever. He would oppose the motion, because he considered 
that to support  
it would be to condemn a man without bringing him before his Court.  
Mr Henderson wished to remind Captain Baillie that when a year ago the unsatisfactory state of 
the Schools was before the Board, he had said ''Let us give the man another year's trial." That 
year’s trial had been given, and experience had made the public and both Committees to 
declare against him. As to condemning the Head Master hurriedly no such thing had been done. 
The out-going Committee had recommended his dismissal after a year’s experience of him, and 
the new Committee had endorsed the proceeding. The Inspectors report was quite a sufficient 
basis for the Committee's action, without taking other matters into consideration. As to Mr 
Macklin being heard if there was any argument by any member of the Board that had 
influenced him, it was that, but Mr Macklin had had abundant opportunity, and it might be that 
this letter was only another scheme for shelving the question for a time. With all deference to 
members, it seemed to him that the Board was rendering itself contemptible by taking no action 
to "support the honor and dignity of the schools. They had two men as teachers who in the last 
six months had gone into the Bankruptcy Court. In many public bodies bankruptcy disqualified 
a person for continuing in the service, it being held that men on regular periodical salaries 
ought to live within their income. With school teachers this ought to be especially} the case, as 
an example to the children, bub the Board allowed things to drift along and took no notice. If 
the Board did not exert itself to effect some reforms in connection with the Borough Schools it 
would make itself stink in the nostrils of the Blenheim public. It had been suggested that he 
should withdraw his motion. He had but to say that he could not consent to do so, and that if he 
stood there, only one man, he would go to the vote to support his motion, for he knew it was 
the public will that a complete change should be effected in the Borough Schools, and he 
would therefore stand by his motion, even if alone.  
The motion was then put and a division taken. The ayes were I, namely, Mr Henderson and the 
noes 6", namely, Messrs Seymour, Conolly, J. Ward, Baillie, Fell, and Dive.  
It was resolved to refer back the letter of the Blenheim School Committee back to them, to give 
their grounds for their recommendations.  
Mr Fell proposed that applications for a third master for the Blenheim School be advertised for.  
The motion being seconded, Mr Henderson said he would oppose it and vote against it, aa he 
considered that two full grown men of the position and experience of the two teachers in the 
Blenheim boy's schools, were ample for the number of pupils. The average attendance in those 
schools a little before the Inspector came last time was only 90, and he doubted whether so 
many were attending now, and 45 to each teacher -were cot too many. If any additional 
teaching power were admissible owing to the number coming up to 50 each, it could only be a 
pupil teacher, certainly not a full grown master. On the motion being put a division was called 
for. when several members recorded their votes in the negative, whereupon Mr Fell withdrew 
his motion.  



Mr Henderson gave notice of motion—That the letter come up to day from the Blenheim 
School Committee be taken into consideration at the next meeting of the Board with a view to 
giving effect to the recommendations contained therein.  
Mr Conolly gave notice of motion for next meeting:— "That in the opinion of this Board it is 
desirable that the Blenheim school should cease to be a High school, and that notice of 
dismissal lie given to the Head Master with a view to carrying this alteration into effect."  
Mr Conolly gave notice of motion for next meeting That the resolutions of the Grove Town 
School Committee, passed at its meeting on the 31st January, be considered with a view to 
action being now taken thereon if it be deemed expedient. 
16th February 1881 A special meeting of the above was held on Tuesday evening last, the 15th 
instant. Present: Messrs Dodson (chairman), Litchfield, Hustwick, Griffiths, Robinson, and 
Terry.  
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed.  
A letter was received from the Misses Macklin in response to one  directed to be sent to them 
by the Committee, asking them to explain the causes that had contributed to the unsatisfactory 
report on their school. A letter was received from the Education Board requesting the 
Committee to state their grounds for recommending the dismissal of Mr Macklin.  
Mr Litchfield before they gave their reasons would like to know if the Committee would be 
laying themselves open to an action for libel. There was no doubt that they had lots of reasons, 
but they were of such a nature as made him cautious in stating them. The Chairman said he had 
drawn up .1 draft letter which bethought would meet Mr Litchfield’s views, as it set out general 
reasons only. As  however, the letter was one, which if it were  adopted, would have to be sent 
to the Education Board, he did not think it should be published until it had reached that body. 
He could not help taking the opportunity of directing the attention of the Committee to a matter 
that had cropped out of the last meeting. They would remember that at that time Mr Terry 
brought forward a resolution re the Cadets, and after a long discussion an amendment was 
passed expressing the Committee's inability to interfere. At the desire of the members of the 
Committee he had requested the representatives of the Press present to agree upon some short 
statement of the matter, avoiding anything like a detailed report. The gentleman referred to had 
done this and the agreement ;is far as one of them was concerned had been faithfully adhered 
to; the other, however, had not kept to his word, but had published a very one sided report of 
the proceedings. If the recommendations of the Committee were to be disregarded by the 
reporters, they certainly would have to be very careful in a matter such as that before them.  
Mr Hutchinson had seen nothing in the Times" but what had actually occurred.  
Mr Griffiths thought, that the rights and wrongs of the affair were not for the Committee, hut 
for the reporters to settle.  
Mr Terry would like to point out that it was his stated intention at the last meeting to publish a 
full account of the discussion relating  to the cadets. Mr Robinson however, backed up by Mr 
Griffiths, had endeavoured to get him to agree not to make any reference in the public press to 
the discussion. He had refused to do anything of the sort, but ultimately agreed, if the 
representative of the other paper was so disposed, that the discussion in question had come on, 
but that the Committee had ruled that they were incompetent to deal with the matter. The 
Times reporter signified his willingness to adopt that course, and the result was that he wrote 
and the other copied, a form of statement. Despite this, however, the very next day the "Times" 
appeared with a cooked report of what had taken place. That, there is honor amongst thieves 
was generally accepted to be true, but for one person who no doubt would wish to style himself 
a journalist to thus abuse what should have been a binding contract, was dishonourable in the 
extreme. Mr Robinson might say what he liked, but knowingly or unknowingly he had made 
himself party to a trick that whilst it was discreditable to the principal, reflected no credit on 
himself.  



Mr Dodson then submitted his draft letter, and stated that he had endeavoured to keep the 
position of the Committee before the Board, and not to injure the teachers. But he had to 
confess that when he looked at the reasons that they might give he had felt somewhat 
frightened at them.  
Mr Robinson would object to the letter read by Mr Dodson being sent to the Board.  
Mr Terry respectfully suggested that Mr Robinson should himself draft a letter, and submit it to 
the Committee at their next meeting  
Mr Robinson informed Mr Terry that he was not speaking to him.  
Mr Griffiths thought that the letter gave no reasons, and would not satisfy the Board. Definite 
charges should be put against the name of each teacher. The Committee had not so far made 
any distinct and definite charge against any of the teachers, and given reasons why they should 
be dismissed. He would certainly oppose a letter of that kind.  
Mr Hustwick differed, and did not think that Mr Griffiths was in a position to speak for the 
Board. He thought the letter gave sufficient reasons for a Board composed of educated men 
like our own. The letter avoided touching upon personal matters, and even what might be 
called school reasons, which he thought were sufficiently valid.  
Mr Terry supposed that the intention of the Chairman in submitting the draft letter was not that 
it should adopted there and then and sent up to the Board, but that it should form the basis of 
discussion with a view to the committee deciding upon the actual letter at another meeting.  
Mr Litchfield moved that a committee consisting of the Chairman and Mr Griffiths be 
appointed to draw up a letter and submit it to the committee at its next meeting.  
The Chairman protested the addition of Mr Parker's name, he was generally considered to be an 
independent and moderate man, belonging to no party, but claimed by both.  
Mews Litchfield and Robinson objected to Mr Parker, as it would be putting two men of the 
same opinion on the committee.  
The Chairman and Mr Griffiths declined to act on the committee, on the ground that it would 
not be possible for them to agree upon the line of action to be taken  
Mr Robinson moved that the consideration of the draft letter be postponed for a week.  
Mr Dodson said that as long as he was Chairman of the committee he would upheld its dignity. 
It was his opinion that the Board had no right to call upon the committee for its reasons, but 
should do just the same as it had done before, and is it was being done in other places.  
Mr Griffiths said he was confident that the reason given in the draft letter would not satisfy the 
Board.  
Mr Terry said he was quite confident of that fact as he was also that no reasons, however good, 
would satisfy some of its members. The reasons why it was sought to replace the Head Master 
were perfectly well known, and the retention of Mr Macklin in his billet was purely and simply 
political.  
The motion for the postponement was then put and a division taken. The ayes were three, viz, 
Messrs Litchfield, Robinson and Griffiths, and the noes three,— Messrs Dodson, Hustwick, 
md Terry.  
The Chairman (Mr Dodson) then gave his casting vote with the ayes, and declared the motion 
carried.  
The Chairman then moved That the stock of books now in hand in the schools be sold, and that 
for the future the Committee discontinue the supply of books and slates." He said the state of 
things past committees had tolerated in this matter was one almost past belief. For the past ten 
years it seemed to have been the practice for committees to have purchased largely, and though 
it was the rule for pupils to buy their  books, the Committee seems from the first not to have 
received much of the money, and lately none at all. After his appointment to the chair he 
visited the school to see after the property, and take an inventory, so as to be able to keep and 
render a proper account on leaving his office. He then looked over the Committee records, to 



see if stock or any account had been previously taken, but could find nothing of the kind. So he 
had to go back to the first opening of the school, and now laid upon the table the result of this 
enquiry. He found Mr Collie was the first Chairman who had bought books. He had held office 
from April 1871 to November, 1873 —a period pf 30 months. He seemed to have paid about 
£98 for school books. These he handed to Mr Morley and Mrs Price, who sold and actually 
paid back to the Committee nearly £50 on this account. This was very satisfactory, as the stock 
then. on hand might be supposed to represent the balance. There was during this time a proper 
ledger account kept with those teachers. Then follows the chairmanship of Mr McHutcheson, 
Connell, and W. Nosworthy, the latter holding office for 27 months. During this period about 
£70 was spent for books, but the Committee was repaid only some few shillings. Then Mr Fell 
became Chairman, and the purchase of books went on. In 56 months over £2OO seems to have 
been paid. He found about £50 of this represented maps, and was paid by the Board, the 
Committee paying the remainder. From the minute and letter book he found the Committee 
from time to time trying to collect something. They passed resolutions and wrote letters to the 
Head Master, but no money came in. It was all pay and no receive back at all. During the past 
year thing (sic) had been a little better, nor so much was paid there seemed no funds, in fact, to 
pay with. Mr Dodson proceeded to say that he had been careful only to include books .and 
slates, which were supposed to be re-sold, but he had not been able to do this correctly, and 
such articles as ink and foolscap were frequently included, but he eliminated all book purchases 
for prizes. Mr Dodson then said the work Mr Collie did for the school was a good deal 
misunderstood. A careful perusal of the accounts and minutes, proves conclusively that that 
gentleman worked hard and took immense  pains to put the school on a sound footing His 
letters to the teachers were numerous and written in a friendly tone while every care was taken 
of the committee's funds. If Mr Collie ever visited the town again he would charge himself 
with the duty of making his services more fully known to his fellow-townsmen, and would ask 
them to join him in some kind of recognition.  
Mr Robinson said Mr Macklin had been given orders not to purchase any more books'  
Mr Griffiths thought that they should supply copy books and pens.  
Mr Hustwick was adverse to the sale of books. There were booksellers in town.  
Mr Terry thought if people, got education free, they should not grumble at paying for a copy 
book or a slate pencil. The motion was then put and carried.  
A letter was received from Mr Griffiths, as trustee in the estate of H. P. Macklin, asking to be 
paid a sum of £11 alleged to be due him for High school fees.  
The intention of the former Committee on the disposal of this money not being made clear, a 
decision was deterred in the matter till next meeting  
Some accounts for stationery were then received, the Committee expressing their astonishment 
at some items, including such matters as 25 quires of note paper and 500 envelopes.  
It was decided to send back the accounts to Mr Macklin for an explanation.  
The Committee then adjourned till Tuesday evening next.  
21st February 1881 FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. Wellington, February 19, 1881. 
Before chronicling the very little news of public interest that I have this week to send you from 
Wellington, I want to ask yon— in the strictest confidence of course how many Macklin’s you 
have in Blenheim. From a perusal of your valuable journal, I have come to the conclusion that 
these are at least five hundred. For instance, there is a Mr Macklin a High School Teacher, then 
there is a Mr Macklin a State School teacher, then there is a Mr Macklin who figures 
repeatedly in your columns as bankrupt, then there is a Mr Macklin who the Gazette states is 
not a Master of Arts (who said he was.), then there is a Mr Macklin who gives evidence in a 
libel case, and swears very hard that 11 years ago "Mr Levy was the proprietor of the 
Melbourne Age," and oh, Shade of Ebenezer Syme— that there was no regular editor." But 



pshaw what’s the use of enumerating the whole Macklin family. Now, Mr Editor, I have a great 
respect for your paper. I read it with pleasure but, really  there is a little too much about these 
five hundred Macklins and their sisters, their cousins, and their aunts." The Macklins I have 
mentioned may, for aught I know, be the finest fellows in the world. The High School teacher 
may be competent for an Oxford fellowship the State School teacher may be able at a moment's 
notice to take the High School teacher's place the bankrupt may be the victim of circumstances 
over which he had no control the Macklin who was wrongfully dubbed M.A, perhaps ought to 
have the equally significant letters after his name the witness in the libel case may have been 
suffering from a mere temporary lapse of memory. These Macklins and all the other four 
hundred and ninety-five may be ornaments of then. 1 sex but one may have just a little too 
much ornament, and if, Mr Editor, there is anyone in Blenheim who is not a Macklin, please 
tell us something about him.  
23rd September 1881 We are unable to publish the full report of last night’s meeting of the 
Blenheim School Committee in our present issue. The business transacted was briefly, the 
adoption of two letters to the Board, one assuming general reasons and the other giving reasons 
based on the Inspector's report, for the dismissal of Mr Macklin and the other teachers. It- was 
resolved by a majority of the Committee that the name of Mr William Sinclair be alone sent up 
by the Committee to the Board for election to that body. The motion of suspension against Mr 
Macklin was withdrawn by the Chairman he deeming that the lesson taught Mr Macklin was a 
sufficient one to prevent him or any other teacher for neglecting their duties in the future also 
because he had no doubt that the reasons forwarded to the Board would lead to proper action 
being taken. The Committee adjourned at 10*30 p.in. 
23rd February 1881 The Blenheim School Committee met on Tuesday evening, all the members 
being present. The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed.  
Letters were received from Mr Macklin re Clark and Co's account, stating that the items 
notepaper and envelopes seemed to have been entered by mistake for examination paper, and 
also enclosing an account rendered to himself for these items.  
The Chairman reported that on Friday last, finding that Mr Macklin had absented himself from 
the school, he had, after consulting such members of the committee as he could conveniently 
find, decided to place Mr Alloway in charge of the schools, and instructed him to dismiss that 
section known as the High School, until the Wednesday morning following. Mr Macklin. in 
reply, wrote stating that on the chairman's first visit to the school he had informed him that lie 
desired to go to Wellington to see Dr Collins respecting Miss Macklin's illness. He also said 
that Dr Cleghorn advised that course, and that he would time the trip so as to be away from 
school duties one day only. The chairman consented. He saw Dr Collins, who is now in 
communication with Dr Cleghorn. Miss Macklin had heard him make the request. 
Accompanying Mr Macklin's letter was one by Miss Macklin, evidently in reply to one from 
Mr Macklin. It ran as follows:— In reply to your enquiry, whether I heard you apply to Mr 
Dodson, Chairman of School /Committee, for leave of absence to go to Wellington to see Dr 
Collins with respect to my health, I have to state that I heard you make the application on his 
first visit to the school, that I did not hear his reply, but you told me, after he had left, that he 
had consented. Dr Cleghorn also certified that it was his wish that Mr Macklin should have 
further medical advice with regard to Miss Macklin’s illness, and he was at present in 
correspondence with Dr Collins of Wellington with regard to her. The Chairman said that 
fortunately for him, before he had become a member of the Committee he had resolved never 
to have any communication with Mr Macklin unless in writing. On the occasion of his first 
visit to the school Mr Macklin said that some day he would ask leave of absence for his 
daughter in order that she might consult Dr Collins, with respect to one of her lungs and he 



replied that if Mr Macklin had any application to make he should do so in writing. Mr Terry 
was with him and heard the whole of the conversation and he had no doubt would bear him out. 
He might also say Mr Macklin had never applied for leave of absence for himself. Mr Terry 
stated that he was present during the conversation referred to by Mr Macklin, and what 
transpired was exactly as stated by Mr Dodson. It was untrue that Mr Macklin had applied for 
leave of absence for himself, and equally untrue that Mr Dodson hid given him permission.  
Mr Litchfield said that that the statement now made by Mr Dodson was not at all the 
impression made on him by Mr Dodson on Saturday lust. Mr Dodson to the best of his belief 
had then said that Mr Macklin had applied for permission for himself, but had never said a 
word about any written communication. Mr Dodson said Mr Litchfield was most 
unmistakeably in error. He then submitted the following draft letter of reasons submitted at the 
previous meeting "The Chairman and Members of the Board of Education, Marlborough. "Sir 
and Gentlemen, On the 31st January last, the Committee for the Borough School sent to the 
Board sundry resolutions recommending that three months' notice of dismissal be given to the 
following teachers of the school, namely Mr Macklin, head master Messrs Alloway and 
Martin, second and third master; and Mrs and Miss Mary Macklin,, the teachers in the infant 
school.  
"In reply to these resolutions the Committee has to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the 
Board asking tor reasons for, recommending the dismissal of the above named teachers.  
In answer to this demand on the part of the Board, the Committee before proceeding to give 
reasons k desired respectfully to explain.  
"1st. That it was not aware that it was required by the Board that reasons should be given, this 
conclusion is borne out by the circumstances of the last dismissal of a teacher by the Board, in 
which case no reasons from the Committee were required, nor were any reasons given by the 
Board, though the reason for of dismissal were repeatedly asked for.  
2nd That, notwithstanding, that rea sons did not appear to be given, yet both the outgoing and 
incoming committee did submit; a reason for the course they recommended, namely, the 
unsatisfactory state of the school," and the Committee submit that this is a sufficient ground for 
the recommendations without going into categorical charges.  
Deeming the reasons given sufficient and being fully aware that it is impossible that the 
members of the Board can be ignorant of circumstances which are notorious as regards the 
teachers and the state of the schools, the Committee did not elaborate reasons and it feels 
inclined now to terminate this reply by again recommending the Board to give effect to its 
previous recommendations, but lest by doing so a still further delay might arise to the effecting 
of most necessary changes for the welfare of the schools, the Committee in deference to the 
Board's request will set forth some general reasons for the recommendations made in its letter 
of 31st of January last.  
1st. The great majority of the householders and parents of the school district desire a compete 
change in the teaching staff. This was plainly demonstrated at the recent meeting of the 
householders.  
2nd. The majority of the Committee were elected to their position on the distinct understanding 
that they were pledged to effect an entire change in the teaching staff. The Committee was 
therefore bound to make the recommendation it has.  
3rd. The schools since 1878 have not advanced in excellence of work, but on the contrary have 
deteriorated. This is amply shown by the Inspector's reports, and is supported by the fact that 
parents have taken their children from the schools and sent them, often at great inconvenience 
and expense, to other schools, while some are keeping their children at home waiting for a 
change of teachers.  
4th. There wants a complete change in the organization of the schools. There are too many 
members of one family employed as teachers. This destroys the chance of healthy competition, 



favors opportunities of malingering, and makes it difficult for other teachers to remain in the 
schools. Since the Macklin family got possession of the schools no other teachers have 
remained, but the family always remain. In no other public school in the colony are there five 
members of one family engaged as teachers. A school the size of the Borough school should 
have two or even three pupil teachers, yet there is not one. Three uncertificated teachers are 
employed contrary to the provisions of the Education Act, If pupil teachers were employed it 
would naturally reduce expense, and would provide a class of young teachers coming on for 
future service. By uncertificated teachers being improperly retained young persons in the 
district are prevented from being trained as pupil teachers for the teaching profession. This is 
an injustice.  
6. The Committee being directly and immediately responsible for the state of the schools is 
entitled to be satisfied with  the teachers as far as possible. Whereas the Committee is highly 
dissatisfied with the present staff. Having stated these general reasons and deeming them 
amply sufficient to justify the recommendations made the committee has no desire to go on and 
state special and personal ones, and it therefore trusts that the above reasons now given will be 
found by the Board co be ground enough to justify giving effect to the Committees 
recommendations. If, however, the Board is not satisfied with the general reasons here given, 
but desire to have special and personal ones, then it will be the Committee's business to furnish 
reasons of the character required, leaving the responsibility of taking such a line with the 
Board. I have, &c, H. Dobson. Chairman of Committee, Borough Schools."  
24th February 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
(Continued from yesterday. Mr Dodson moved that the letter be sent to the Board. “ 
Mr Griffiths disagreed with most of the details of the letter. He agreed, while regretting that the 
schools were in an unsatisfactory state, but did not see how that necessitated the dismissal of 
the teachers. Mr Macklin was blamed for the negligence of others, for the Inspector praised the 
standard work in the High school. For several reasons he thought they should confine 
themselves to the Inspector's Report. He thought that the only course before recommending the 
dismissal was to have had the same courtesy to Mr Macklin as to his daughters. He moved as 
an amendment that before reasons are given that other members of the Macklin family be 
requested to give reasons for the unfavorable report.  
Mr Robinson supported the amendment. Mr Conolly had said at the Education Board that the 
report of the High school was most favorable, and further, that the Infant school was more 
favorable than that at Picton. Something different to the letter would be required. He had 
complained throughout that the Macklin family should be entitled to an explanation. Mr 
Litchfield said he would support the letter, it was as strong as they might go in for without 
running any risk. At any rate if it did not answer the purpose they could after give the Board 
their more explicit reasons, but the responsibility would then lie with the Board. Mr Parker 
would have supported Mr Griffiths' amendment if it had been brought on earlier. This was the 
fourth meeting after an unanimous resolution to the Board had been made recommending Mr 
Macklin's dismissal, and if such an explanation were requisite  
Mr Griffiths should have moved his amendment then. Mr Hustwick thought that the reasons 
were sound and clearly stated. They had the advantage of their own experience, that of the late 
Committee, and the Inspector's Reports. He suggested that the recent bankruptcy of the Head 
Master should be included amongst the reasons. The circumstances of the bankruptcy were so 
well-known and the circumstances of such a nature as to be sufficient to disqualify any man 
from being a teacher. Mr Griffiths said the object of the Committee was to improve the state of 
the school. He had it on the best authority that Mr Hodgson had said that this Committee had 
misinterpreted his Report. The amendment was then put, and a division taken, Messrs 
Robinson and Griffiths being the only members voting for it. It was declared lost. The original 
motion that Mr Dodson's letter be sent to the Board was put and carried. The ayes were Messrs 



Dodson. Parker, Litchfield, Hustwick, and Terry and the  noes 2 Messrs Griffiths and 
Robinson. The motion was accordingly carried.  
Mr Griffiths wished the division to be recorded on the minutes and sent to the Board. The 
Inspector's Report was favorable to Mr Macklin, and showed that he had done well in the 
Standards.  
Mr Dodson said that he had another letter to submit, which dealt with the Inspector's Report, 
and showed most conclusively that not only was the School in a very backward state, but that 
Mr Macklin had done very badly in the Standards.  
The letter ran as follows The Blenheim School Committee respectfully ask leave to lay the 
following statement before the Board In the second paragraph of his last report Mr Hodgson 
Bays The age at which scholars pass the Standards is an important factor in determining the 
value of the work done;" and that He had compiled tables showing the average age at which the 
pupils in each school have passed the several Standards and also the average age of passing in 
the whole district."  
The Committee earnestly direct the attention of the Board to these tables, as they demonstrate 
most conclusively the backward state of education in the Borough Schools.  
The tables contain an error: the average  passed for Standard 6 should read 13 years 8 ¾ 
months, not, 14 years 1 month, as printed in the average for the district. 
Referring to Standard 6 it will be observed that Picton passed its pupils at an age twenty two 
months younger, and Havelock 8 months younger than Blenheim, whilst the High School 
average is actually 4 ½  months above the average age for the whole district.  
Standard 5 is just as unsatisfactory. Here again Renwick passed its pupils 21 months younger, 
Havelock 15 months, and Tua Marina 7 months younger that Blenheim, whilst the latter 
average is again 9 months above the district average for passing this Standard.  
Standard 4 comes out equally had. This time Havelock passes 21 months younger. Renwick 21 
months, Waitohi 13 months, Picton 5 months, Fairhall 7 months, and even Kaituna, with its 
constant change of masters, beats Blenheim by 1 month in point of age, whilst the average age 
for the district is again 8 months lower than the High School average.  
It will thus be seen that the Blenheim school a town school, replete with teaching appliances of 
every kind, possessing ample room and every possible convenience, with nearly all the same 
staff continuously teaching in the same school, the pupils residing in close proximity, and 
therefore more regular in attendance with all these and other advantages over other schools it 
should be ahead of everyone. But what is the result, when a real measure, "the important factor, 
of it’s wok is applied. It is actually found to be not the best but the very worst and most 
backward school in the educational district. There is not one little exception to this general 
condemnation. Spring Creek, a country school, with its children having long distances to travel, 
and other reasons for irregular attendance, even this beats it in Standard 5, although it is a little 
behind in 4 and 6.  
This deplorable state of affairs, this keeping the children of Blenheim one year longer at, 
school than the proper time, is, in the opinion of the Committee at once a disgrace and a 
scandal to all concerned to the teachers in the school, to the Committee, and to the Board. And 
the Committee now call upon the Board to assist it to do is duty to give effect to the. 
Committee's previous recommendation, and thus enable it to put the school upon the footing its 
importance and its pupils demand.  
Again, when the number of children sent up for examination, and the passes made at each 
school is examined, there will be  found equal cause for dissatisfaction. At the late inspection 
Blenheim school had on its roll 331 children. Yet out of this large number it passed 9 only in 
Standard 6, whilst Spring Creek with 1 -seventh the number, passed 6-  
Thus the country school with only 1 -seventh of the raw material did 2-thirds as much work, 
and Renwick, with only 1 -fourth the number made half as many passes.  



In Standard 5 Blenheim is again distanced. With its 331 pupils it makes a score of 6 only, while 
Renwick and Tua Marina, each having only 1-fourth the number of pupils passes 5 each. The 
Committee will not go into  the lower Standards, and will only make this general remark, that a 
cartful perusal of the tallies will not disclose any better results.  
H. Dodson. Chairman of Committee.  
The consideration of the letter was deferred till later on.  
Mr Griffiths then moved that the Board be requested to advertise for a third master for the 
Borough Schools.  
The school was at present without one, and the more speedily one was maintained there. Mr 
Hustwick said that at another time and under other circumstances, he would have been pleased 
to support Mr Griffiths' resolution. He was himself favorable to the appointment of a third 
master, but he would oppose the appointment of one whilst school affairs were in the unsettled 
and unhappy state they were at present. He moved as an amendment that the motion for the 
appointment of third master stand over for a month.  
A division was taken, the ayes being four, viz, Messrs Dodson, Parker, Hustwick, and Terry, 
and the noes three, viz, Messrs Litchfield, Robinson, and Griffiths. The amendment was 
accordingly carried.  
The next business was the election of a member for the Education Board.  
Mr Hustwick moved that this Committee send up the name of Mr Sinclair alone as a member 
of the Board. He did so with pleasure, because Mr Sinclair had been a steady and constant 
worker for education in the Province. He also thought that an infusion of new blood into the 
Board would be beneficial,  
Messrs Litchfield, Robinson, and Griffiths objected to the motion being put, and said it was 
improper, unconstitutional, and unfair.  
Mr Parker said that the same motion had come on frequently before, and had never been 
objected to. He felt himself that in this instance they should only return one member. It might 
appear strange that after nominating Mr Fell he should now take the course he was doing, but 
he could not close his eyes to the fact that Mr Fell was the framer of the resolution sent to the 
Board by the late committee, recommending Mr Macklin's dismissal, and that he was the first 
to turn that resolution bark upon them.  
Mr Robinson moved as an amendment that Messrs Fell, Sinclair, and Dive be the members sent 
up.  
On a division this was negatived by four to three.  
Mr Griffiths thought it was most unfair to vote for one member alone. He contended  that the 
chairman should put the names one by one, and record the number of votes given for each 
candidate, and that the three first should be the ones elected. The motion was then put and 
carried on a division. The ayes were four, viz, Messrs Dodson, Hustwick, Parker, and Terry, 
and the noes three, viz., Messrs Litchfield, Robinson, and Griffiths. Messrs Griffiths, 
Robinson, and Litchfield requested that their votes in favor of Messrs Fell and Dive be 
transmitted to the Board.  
The Chairman said he should send up such resolutions as appeared in the minutes.  
Mr Litchfield thought that it was the most disgraceful exhibition of party feeling he had ever 
heard of, and he would not disgrace him, self by again sitting on such a committee.  
Mr Litchfield thereupon quitted his seat and left the room.  
On Mr Dodson's motion it was resolved that the letter as previously submitted be forwarded to 
the Board. After the resolution was carried, Mr Griffiths objected to the manner in which the 
letter had been shuffled in. The letter was based on tables, and it was unfair to bring it forward 
without their having an opportunity of examining as to its correctness. Mr Parker said he 
disagreed with Mr  Griffiths, he had not seen the letter, before, but had followed it upon the 
table as it was being read and found it to be quite correct.  



Mr Robinson said that the Chairman had been acting a most unpardonable action in suspending 
the Head Master. He had done an illegal action, which not half a dozen men in the Colony 
would dare to do. He moved that Mr Macklin be requested to take charge of the school to-
morrow morning What  right had Mr Dobson and others to  go into the school and do what they 
wanted. He and Mr Griffiths had not been consulted.  
Mr Griffiths seconded Mr Robinson's proposition. He considered it was hole and corner work 
for the Chairman to get a section of the Committee together and take the action he had. Before 
the Chairman had  taken such a very serious course he should at least have convened a meeting 
of the Committee. He could not see how it could he considered that Mr Macklin's going to 
Wellington was a gross misbehaviour." Mr. Macklin said he had permission to go over and 
evidently thought he had, or he was convinced that Mr Macklin knowing that Mr Dodson had a 
personal animus against him. would never have gone.  
Mr Dodson said he had given no teacher in the school by deed, word, or in any other way leave 
to absent himself from the School. Xo application was ever made to him beyond Mr Macklin's 
asking him to allow Miss Macklin some days to go away to consult Dr. Collins. On Friday last 
he found Mr Macklin had gone to Wellington, and that Miss Macklin was in charge of his 
section of the school as well as her own. Knowing that that was too much for her to do he had 
consulted other members of the Committee, and put Mr Alloway temporarily in charge of the 
schools. As when it was done it was seen to be impossible for Mr Alloway to teach his own 
and  the High School, they determined to dismiss the pupils of the High School till Wednesday. 
It was not the first time Mr Macklin had absented himself without permission, for he found it 
recorded on the minutes that on February 12th, 1880. Mr Macklin was written to by the 
Committee, and asked the reason for absenting himself from school during the first week in the 
quarter. The explanation came back that he had been very ill, and he thought that a change of 
air would do him good. It so happened that he was in Picton that very week. He would not state 
all he saw, but he would say that  he did see enough to make him ashamed that he was a 
Blenheim man, and that Mr Macklin was Head Master of the Blenheim School. Accompanying 
Mr Macklin's letter was a certificate from Dr Cleghorne, certifying that Mr Macklin had been 
under medical treatment since  December 15th, 1879, up to March 1st, 1880. He himself had 
been under Dr Home for the past 21 years. With regard to the present offence, Mr Macklin had 
written what he declared to be an unmitigated untruth. He would pass over the wild and ribald 
nonsense of Mr Robinson. Mr Robinson had had his way in times past, and now that he could 
not bully the Chairman he was annoyed. He felt that Mr Macklin's absenting himself from 
school was a gross misbehaviour, and he considered he had only done his duty in taking the 
course he had.  
Mr Hustwick spoke in favor of the action taken by the Chairman. He considered that the 
closing of the schools until the Committee could meet was a most proper course. With respect 
to much that had been said by Mr Robinson, he could only say that when he hear vulgar 
blustering, and loud-mouthed bullying, he thought it was time some members of the Committee 
went to school to learn manners if nothing else.  
Mr Parker thought that the Chairman's action was quite right and fair. No one was in charge of 
the school on Friday last, and it was impossible for Miss Macklin to take charge of it. He could 
also see that it was impossible for Mr Alloway to attend to the High school, and therefore no 
other course v, as open but to dismiss it. Before anything further was done, he would like to 
have a legal opinion.  
Mr Robinson's motion was then put and a division taken. The ayes were 2, Messrs Robinson 
and Griffiths; and the noes 3, Messrs Dodson, Hustwick, and Terry Mr Parker declined to rote. 
The motion was accordingly lost.  
Mr Hustwick moved that the action of the Chairman in conjunction with the temporary 
suspension of the Head Master and the closing of the High school, be endorsed.  



The motion was put and carried, the voting being the same.  
Mr Dobson moved that Mr Macklin be suspended. He held that absenting himself without 
leave was gross misbehaviour. It was conduct he would not tolerate in one of his own 
workmen. He could see some difficulty that the High  School might have to be dismissed for a 
time. He. was in no humour to condone the  matter, because Mr Macklin had come there with 
an untruth. It was the duty of the Committee to back up the Chairman.  
Mr Robinson said he did not believe Miss Macklin would tell a falsehood.  
Mr Macklin here wished to speak, but Mr Terry objected to have any communication with him 
unless it were in writing. They could not believe a single word the man said.  
Mr Robinson moved as an amendment that Mr Macklin be heard. A division was taken, there 
being three for and three against. The Chairman gave his casting vote with the noes, because in 
his letter of explanation Mr Macklin was guilty of a gross untruth.  
Mr Dodson then said that as there was little doubt that the reasons furnisher to the Board in 
support of Mr Macklin's dismissal would affect their object, and as the lesson taught Mr 
Macklin would be sufficient to prevent him or any other teacher front neglecting their duties, 
he would withdraw his motion. Mr Robinson gave notice to move at next meeting that the 
committee draft a set of standing orders.  
The Committee then adjourned.  
2nd March 1881  An amount of correspondence was read re the recommendation for the 
dismissal of certain teachers of the Borough Schools.  
Mr Dodson, the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, furnished the general reasons 
and reasons based on the Inspector's report, as published by us in extense last week. The 
Chairman asked Mr Henderson to move the notice of motion standing in his name. Mr 
Henderson thought that before he did so it would be better to hear Mr Macklin, who was in 
attendance. Mr Macklin then came forward and stated that he had had no list of reasons 
furnished him by the Committee. Hearing the Chairman read the set of reasons was the first 
that he had clearly known about what was urged against him. He requested to be supplied with 
a copy of the charges and a reasonable time to answer them. Mr Fell asked Mr Macklin if he 
had been suspended by the Chairman of the Committee for absenting himself from duty Mr 
Macklin Yes. Mr Fell Did you obtain permission to be absent Mr Macklin I did. Mr Conolly: 
Mr Macklin, with regard to the letters from the Chairman of the Committee dated February 
15th and 22nd, did they not appear in the newspaper a day or so after they were resolved upon 
by the Committee Mr Macklin Yes I read them. Mr Conolly Then they did not take you by 
surprise when they were read just now Mr Macklin No, but I do not remember the last letter. I 
cannot depend upon the papers, and would like a copy of the charges. Mr Macklin then 
withdrew. Mr Conolly said he would like to know if the two letters, as published in the 
newspapers, were similar to what had been read by the Chairman Mr Henderson said that he 
had the newspapers before him, while the Chairman was reading on the manuscript, and was 
able to say that they were substantially correct. Mr Conolly said that with regard to the merits 
of the present matter. Mr Macklin had had full opportunity through the papers of seeing the 
charges, and they had, therefore, not taken him by surprise. The Chairman said that one thing 
surprised him it was that there seemed to have been no communication between the accuser 
and accused. Further communications -were received from Mr Dodson re Mr Macklin's 
absenting himself from school duties without leave, and re attendance at the school, showing 
that the average for the four best days, omitting the race week, the school was visited by the 
Committee, was 237. Mr Henderson, in moving the motion standing in his name, that the 
recommendations of the Blenheim  School Committee for the dismissal of Mr and Mrs 
Macklin Miss Mary Macklin, and Mr Alloway be' given effect to, said that he would have! 
much preferred that Mr Macklin had made his statement before he proceeded to deal with the 
subject. He wanted Mr Macklin to be heard, and so long as he had not linen be (Mr Henderson) 



was at a disadvantage, inasmuch as whatever he advanced it might still be said that Mr Macklin 
had not been heard, and thus he might be beating the air so far as regarded those who might 
give that as a reason for not making up their minds. If however, the Chairman said he must go 
on now he would do so. The reasons which had been sent in by the Committee in support of the 
recommendation to dismiss certain teachers in the Blenheim schools, had just been read over 
by the Chairman, and they were certainly copious enough, and they seemed to him to divide 
themselves into the following classes There were general reasons based upon a comparison of 
the Standard work with other schools of the district, and reasons based upon the falling-off in 
the attendance at the schools. .On this last point the statistics which had been sent in by the 
Committee, and which had just been read over by the Chairman, showed this. The numbers 
entered in the return of attendances for the quarter ending 1881 showed 290, and now after a 
month's holiday, and when the parents had had enough of their children at home, and were glad 
to get them back to school, it would appear that the attendance had fallen to an average of 237 
for the past month. This was taking the four best days on which the Committee had visited the 
schools during the past month, and omitting a day in the race week— though not a race day. 
The Committee began 'to visit the school on the 3rd of February they found 226 present, and 
they visited the last time yesterday, when they found 247, being an increase of 21. Probably the 
teachers, finding that they had now got a Committee that intended to look up the attendance 
roll, have been endeavouring to increase the attendances. But here he would remark one 
striking circumstance, and that was that the increase was well in the Infant school There was no 
increase in the other schools; where the higher work was going on. On the 3rd of February 
there were 148 in the schools above the Infant School, on the 7th 140, on the 25th 1-19, and 
yesterday 147 so here was a month without any advance at all in the more important part of the 
school, and the number was far below what was returned for the quarter ending last year. One 
of two things was clear either there had been a bad falling off in attendance, or more children 
had been entered as attending in the previous quarter than were there. In either case it was 
adverse to the teachers, and became an argument for recommending a change. He would say on 
this matter that the Committee had performed high and important duty in going; to the school 
and actually counting the children. The Education Department, in two circulars, had urgently 
impressed upon Boards that they should endeavour to get Committees to do this, but so far as 
he was aware it had never been done before in Blenheim, at any rate there had been no 
statement of this nature made to the Board before, and when we consider that the taxpayer pays 
for all that are returned as attending, it becomes necessary to have a cheque on the numbers, so 
that more shall not be paid for than do attend. As regards the general reasons advanced by the 
Committee in the first letter read, they spoke for themselves, and they were sufficient for the 
Board to act upon. Two Committees had reported on the unsatisfactory state of the school. It 
had been demonstrated that the majority of the householders and parents wanted a complete 
change, and they had elected a Committee for that very purpose. The move made by Mr 
Macklin that day in stating that he did not know what the charges were and wanting them 
copied and supplied to him, was only another move to  
endeavor to farther defer the determination of the matter. He hoped the Board, to use a vulgar 
expression, would not allow themselves to be humbugged by any such pretension. The present 
teachers had not a vested interest in the school to prevent the necessary changes being effected. 
There had always been too many of one family in it, in fact, there was no other school in the 
colony in which they could find five members of a family teaching. This was, moreover, most 
unfavorable to effective work. In the second letter of the Committee which had been read, 
containing an analysis of the ages at which pupils had passed the different standards throughout 
the district, he was able to state, having gone carefully over it, that the facts set down were in 
accordance  with the Inspector's report, and showed that the children at the Blenheim schools 
were much older when passing any given standard than they were in the surrounding schools, 



though Blenheim clearly had advantages over such schools in its conveniences and the high 
classification of its teachers. There could be no doubt that the Committee had made out in this 
analysis a most excellent reason for the changes they had recommended. There were altogether 
so many and so good reasons given In the Committee, that if the Board did not act upon them 
he would expect some very good reasons to be given for why they should not be acted upon. 
Unless this were done he would expect the Board to vote for his motion. Mr Conolly seconded 
the motion as a matter of form, in order that he might point out something that wanted settling 
before they went farther into the subject. If they went on with the discussion without having 
heard Mr Macklin, it would not be .altogether satisfactory. Mr Macklin asked for time and a 
copy of the charges against him, and the Board had not given him any answer. He was of 
opinion that Mr Macklin's application was not reasonable, for he had ample opportunity of 
knowing and replying to the charges in question. The only matter that could have come upon 
Mr Macklin by surprise was the letter from the Chairman of the Committee stating that he had 
absented himself from school duties without leave. This letter, however, he considered they 
should leave out of then- consideration. Before Mr Henderson's motion was gone into, he 
thought Mr Macklin should be again called in and informed, that having seen the charges in the 
newspaper, and therefore not having been taken by surprise, the Board could not grant him 
time. And further, that if he had anything to say he should then say it. Mr Henderson would far 
rather that Mr Macklin should be heard, and he would be glad if Mr Conolly's suggestion were 
acted upon. It being nearly one o'clock, Mr Parker moved that the debate be adjourned till 2 
p.in., and that Mr Macklin  be at once informed that he will be heard then. The motion was put 
and carried, and the Board accordingly adjourned. On the Board resuming at 2.1.5 o'clock, Mr 
Macklin entered into his defence at length. He said that the full attendance of a school was 
never reached until the 6th or 7th week of a quarter. He had now 342 children on the roll as 
against 331 last year. By the end of the quarter he supposed there would be an average 
attendance of from 260 to 270. He believed one of the charges was that the schools had a bad 
report. He held that the Inspector was the real judge in the matter. In the High School he 
foresaw some three years ago that the question of the High School would arise, and wrote to 
Mr Habens, pointing out to him that if the upper classes were put through the Standards V. and 
VI, some changes would have to be made in the curriculum. (Mr Macklin then proceeded to 
read numerous letters on the subject addressed by him to Mr Habens, the Chief Inspector of 
Schools). He foresaw all along the failure in the High School with the upper subjects. In 
connection with the High School, they had passed nine through the Civil Service, and had 
taken all the Nelson scholarships excepting one. The school had not been beaten, and showed 
good work. At the beginning oi 1879. it had been pointed out by the Board that they had failed 
in spelling and arithmetic. He had consequently devoted his time to these at the expense of the 
higher subjects, with results that he deemed to be highly creditable. Some six months ago he 
had given up the Latin to Mr Alloway, considering that lie was a better classical scholar, but 
after a little time Mr Alloway had written stating that he could not give the children classical 
tuition unless they could have an hour and a half devoted to it per diem. He objected to 
presenting such children only for examination as could pass, and had never done it. The Nelson 
Inspector's report said that the hoy of 1 5 who had passed the VI. Standard had done well, and 
that would dispose of what the Committee said about the passes in the High School. Mr 
Hodgson had told him that he had never seen better work than in his V. and VI. Standards. He 
might say that for nearly three months his house was a small hospital. When the Infants' school 
was examined it was a very rainy day, and he produced a report from Dr Muller to that effect. 
He was dissatisfied with the Middle school, but that was due to the changes of masters, first Mr 
Severne left for a better appointment, so did Mr Johnson, Mr Andrews went to Grovetown for 
the change of climate, then there was Mr Brock, who left because  he was not made second 
master, next came Mr Doherty, who resigned but his resignation being informal, he was given 



three months’ notice of dismissal. He had nothing to do with the removal of any of them. With 
the eternal changes it was no wonder the school had not got on. He had complained of the 
Lower school frequently, and of certain causes which would prevent the school progressing. He 
told Mr Fell so. In fairness to Mr Alloway, he had to say that he had never previously taught 
any common schools until and this was now only obtaining an insight into the standards. With 
regard to the Infants' school the teachers and pupils had been ill for some  months. After the 
examination he had withdrawn some 43 children. Was ever a school master or teacher 
dismissed because he had one had report? He thought that the matter should be referred to the 
Inspector when he came here in a month's time It was true that three of his daughters were not 
certificated. They had been pupil teachers, and were as much entitled to certificates by service 
as any other teachers in Marlborough. It was stated that he had been the author of letters 
against Father Hennebury, and he knew that not one-third of the people in the room at the late 
public meeting were interested in the school and though it had been his intention to speak yet 
when he saw how packed the Hall was he had refrained from doing so. As he was coining into 
the meeting, he saw old Mr Watson, of High street, who said to him "You'll not have much 
chance of making a favorable impression here to-night He had held two quarters of night 
school, and had supplied firing and fuel out of his own pocket. With regard to his late visit to 
Wellington, he maintained that he had received permission from Mr Dodson. When he came 
back he had heard that he had been suspended. He would ask whether it was likely that he 
should go to Wellington without leave. Mr Macklin shortly afterwards withdrew. Mr Ward 
asked Mr Henderson whether he knew if any of the Committee had taken steps to prevent 
parents sending children. Mr Henderson said that he had spoken to members about going to the 
school as to steps being taken to prevent children going, he had never heard mention of any 
such thing. He had turned up the average for last year, and found that there were 282 for the 
corresponding quarter as against 237, so far, this quarter for the Borough Schools, and Mr 
Macklin only appeared to expect 260 or 270.  
Mr Ward was convinced that Mr Macklin's dismissal was not entirely prompted upon 
educational grounds.  
Mr Henderson asked Mr Ward if he meant he was actuated by any other reasons than those in 
connection with his duty as a member of the Board. Becoming a member of the Board he had 
looked at everything from purely educational point of view, that connected with the schools, 
and he defied/ anyone to show that he had been actuated by other motives or reasons, and if Mr 
Ward, meant to imply that it was otherwise he had better say so plainly, and let them have the 
proof. Mr Ward stated that he had not intended to impute any motives to Mr Henderson. But he 
had frequently heard it stated that if Mr Macklin had not acted as he had at the last election the 
matter would not have been pushed on.  
Mr Parker thought that leaving political feeling out of the matter, there was no doubt in his 
mind, from moving about among the townspeople, that there was great dissatisfaction with the 
teachers. In his opinion anyone in the receipt of a salary amounting to £700 a year, who sought 
protection in the Insolvency Court to swindle the people of the town out of their money, and 
who proceeded in such haste to obtain a clean certificate, was guilty of "gross misbehaviour," 
and would fall under liability of suspension and dismissal, according to Section 47 of the 
Education Act. In the Civil Service a man who was a bankrupt could not retain his post. He 
found that the children attending the school had diminished in numbers, and that by that cause 
alone the Board was losing about £20. When he was going to Grovetown the other day he met 
eight Blenheim children coming away from the school there, and when he inquired why they 
were attending Grovetown they told him it was because they did not get taught at the Borough 
school. Up the Renwick New Road he had found Blenheim children coming from the Fairhall 
School, and on the Middle Road had found Blenheim children coming from Renwick. There 
was no doubt that something must be very wrong, and he considered that the evidence before 



the Board justified it in carrying out the recommendations of the Committee. It was not so long 
ago that some children who were attending the High School for a couple of years came into his 
store, and he set them a simple sum to reckon up a few bushels of oats. The children laughed, 
and said they were never taught any such thing at their school. He asked them what they 
learned, and they replied, Physics." He then asked them what else they learned, and the answer 
was, Mathematics." (Laughter.) With all the many facts of the matter staring him in the face he 
could not do otherwise than support the motion.  
Mr Ward would support motion, not altogether because he considered charges had been 
proved, but on the ground that with a Committee and masters in antagonism there was no 
possibility of good being done. He looked to the good of the school, and that only. They could 
not remove the Committee, so they had to remove the teachers.  
Mr Fell had made up his mind to support a motion of the kind some four or five weeks ago. He 
did not agree with the reasons for which it was brought forward. With regard to checking the 
attendance, he had done it frequently when he was Chairman of the Committee. During his 
tenure of office he had perceived that by twisting the meaning of certain directions, the 
Department was being defrauded of a considerable sum of money. That fraud had been 
remedied by the Committee. His opinion was that the present Committee did not know where 
the real blot on' the schools lay. The  state of the schools had been grossly exaggerated. The 
influence of the Macklin family would never have been acquired if it had not been for Mr 
Henderson or his friends. He himself had always been opposed to the family having such a 
hold on the school. Mr Macklin had, unfortunately for himself, made a great many enemies, 
and had raised up a feeling against himself which took away all possibility of the schools 
getting fair play whilst he remained there. Mr Conolly believed a great injustice was being 
done a number of teachers, but they had to do it for the benefit of the schools. He had seen the 
reports of the School Committee's meetings, and had gathered from them that the movement 
against Mr Macklin was political. The Board represented the whole district, and therefore could 
not be actuated by any party feeling. He was not influenced by the reasons put in by the 
Committee. The idea that the Education Board were to act according to the outside clamour of 
the public, was preposterous. There was no doubt that too many of one family were in the 
school, and that there was a want of pupil teachers. It was not new to count the children. When 
he was Chairman at Picton he had always counted the school each time he had visited it.  
Mr Fell stated that some years ago the Committee sought for pupil teachers, but they did not 
appoint any, as the only one who offered was another member of the Macklin family. 
(Laughter.) The motion was then put and carried nan con. The Chairman stated that notices of 
dismissal would be served on the teachers immediately on the return of the Secretary, who was 
at present absent on leave. The teachers' salaries, with the exception of Mr Macklin's were 
passed for payment, and there being; a great deal of other business still untouched the Board 
adjourned for a fortnight.  
16th March 1881 In reply to another question, Mr Henderson was informed that notices of 
dismissal had been served on the teachers of the Blenheim Borough Schools, whose dismissal 
was decided upon at the last meeting 
Mr Griffiths, as. trustee in -the bankrupt estate of H. P. Macklin, wrote asking for all moneys 
that might become due to the debtor.  
Mr Sinclair, as representing fifteen of the creditors, gave notice to the Board not to pay Mr 
Macklin or anyone but his trustee any salary that might be due the debtor, enclosing an opinion 
from Mr Travers similar to that published some week or two ago in the Express, and also a 
telegram from the Attorney General confirming Mr Travers' view.  
Mr Henderson moved that all moneys due from this Board to Mr Macklin be paid to his trustee 
alone.  



Mr W. Parker seconded the motion.  
Captain Baillie thought that if they did not pay Mr Macklin his salary, he might cease teaching.  
Mr Conolly thought they should ignore the legal opinions. Both Mr Travers and the Attorney 
General were rated of very high standing outside, but they did not know them inside the Board. 
He thought that the proper course would be to retain the money due for salary until some 
competent court decided to whom it should be paid.  
The Chairman expressed himself to a similar effect.  
Mr Henderson was willing to withdraw his motion and substitute for it one to the effect that the 
money be not paid to anyone until a proper authority had been given by the Courts as to whom 
it has to be paid. The Secretary asked what he should do in the event of Mr Macklin suing the 
Board for his salary. Mr Henderson's motion was seconded and carried. Mr Conolly moved that 
as he was, and Mr Sinclair would shortly be, debarred from representing the Board, that Mr 
Rogers be retained by the Board in the event of an action. The motion was put and carried.  
The appointment of Mr H. L. Severne to the Havelock Suburban School, was confirmed on the 
motion of Mr Henderson. Mr Henderson asked if the money voted to this school had been sent. 
The Secretary stated that it had been sent, and that the blackboard and other apparatus would 
follow shortly 
Mr. Conolly Moved That It is desirable that the Blenheim High School should cease to be a 
High School at the end of the present month." He said it was evident the Blenheim school had 
not; been thriving of late, and as soon as the school was placed on an equal basis with the 
others in the province, the better it would be for the school. It was quite as much as the Board 
could do with their present prospects to keep common schools wherever they were required 
throughout the District. If the motion were carried they should allow the School Committee to 
have a voice both as to the scale of teachers and their payment. Converting the school  into a 
High School was a very hasty and ill authorised matter. He apprehended the Board had arrived 
at the conclusion that the attempt[  to establish a High School had been a great and costly 
mistake.  
Mr Henderson said he had much pleasure in seconding the motion. It was needless for him to 
remind the Board that he had held the views expressed by Mr Conolly for a long period. 
Moreover, be had not arrived at the conclusion that the working of primary and secondary 
education together must lead! to unsatisfactory results in both departments: of education until 
after a careful study of the- Reports of Inspectors of Schools in the Colony, the Report of a 
Royal Commission at Home, the views of our present Minister of Education, and lastly, the 
clear statement of the Royal Commission on Education appointed in New Zealand in 1878. The 
subject was a matter of evidence, and the commissioners before reporting had informed 
themselves as to what was the experience on the matter of a large number of persons connected 
with education in the Colony. He would not go farther then, but just quote from the. 
Commissioners' report. They said "It is a common opinion that the primary and secondary 
courses of instruction form parts of a continuous whole, the primary education being adapted to 
the requirements; of children below a, certain age, and the: secondary suitable for young 
persons who have passed through the primary course- That this view is erroneous is obvious 
from the consideration that the course which a boy's education ought to follow must depend 
greatly on the length of time which can be devoted to it. It is necessary that those who cannot 
be expected to remain at school much beyond the age of thirteen years should be taught 
English, writing, arithmetic, and the elements of geography and history, as thoroughly as the 
duration of their school course will allow, and any attempt to teach them Latin and 



mathematics under such conditions would not only result in failure, but would also seriously 
interfere with their chance of proficiency in the essential subjects. In concluding, Mr 
Henderson said he was glad to find that the views he had so long held were now about to be 
realised, as he felt persuaded that the Board intended that day to give effect to the motion.  
The  motion was then put and carried, and there being no other business the Board adjourned 
23rd March 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The above met last evening. Present Messrs Dodson (Chairman), Terry, Parker, Robinson, 
Litchfield, Griffiths, and Hustwick.  
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read, and, after the entry of an additional minute, 
confirmed.  
The Chairman explained that he had convened the meeting to pass accounts, and to consider 
the position of the school in consequence of the dismissal of certain teachers.  
When the outward letters were read, Mr Robinson said that some of the letters had not been 
authorised to be written by the Committee.  
The Chairman said that, as Chairman, he had certain discretionary powers given to him, which 
had been also exercised by other Chairmen. The letters he had written dealt with facts and not 
opinions. Mr Hustwick said he did not think the Chairman had exceeded his .discretionary 
powers. Messrs Clark & Co., of Wellington, wrote in reply to the statement made by Mr 
Macklin that the items, Note paper and envelopes had been charged to the Committee instead 
of to himself. Mr Clark said that he had rendered accounts for the matters to Mr Macklin, but 
when Mr Macklin was in Wellington he had told him to charge them to the Committee.  
Mr Terry said Mr Clark's letter contradicted Mr Macklin.  
Mr Dodson reported having written to Mr Macklin, handing him an account showing a debit 
balance against him of £155 5s 3d on account of books, slates, Ac, sold by him to the pupils in 
whole or in part, enclosing at the same time a resolution passed December 6th, 1878, 
instructing him to account quarterly for books, &c, sold.  
Mr Macklin replied that, until sometime in 1879, the Committee collected their own accounts. 
That he was not responsible, nor had accepted such responsibility.  
The Chairman stated that of course  part of the amount had been spent on ink and paper. Mr 
Griffiths thought that Mr Macklin should be asked to explain the affair. The Committee ought 
to get at the bottom of it, and he moved that Mr Macklin he requested to attend and make some 
explanation relative to this account. The motion was put and carried. Mr Griffiths, as trustee for 
Mr Macklin, wrote again, applying for the sum of £11, alleged to be due Mr Macklin for High 
School fees. In reply to a question Mr Griffiths said that this £11 was collected prior to Mr 
Alloway's undertaking to teach the latter, and prior to Mr Macklin's bankruptcy. On Mr 
Griffiths' motion the consideration of the letter was adjourned till next meeting. It was resolved 
that the following accounts be paid B. D. Nosworthy, £1 Is Clark and Co. (stationery), £3 13s 
6d; Fell Bros., £2 17s 6d A. Dobson, £2 4s 6d Marlborough Express*" £1 7s 6d. Messrs 
Dodson, Hustwick, Griffiths, and Robinson reported having visited the school, and counted the 
attendance.  
The Chairman said next business would be the consideration 'of the appointment of teachers to 
the schools. He had examined carefully the Minister of Education's last report, and had 
endeavored to arrive at an idea of what would be the best staff for the school. He assumed that 
the Borough Schools had 300 pupils, an attendance they would, no doubt, have when they were 
in good hands. He had come to the conclusion that they must have a good and competent head 
master, to whom he j proposed to advise the Board to offer £240, which, with house-rent free, 
would amount to about £300 This master should confine himself to the IV., V., and VI. 
Standards. A second master should be advertised for. He would like to see a young man 
appointed, and paid about £130 and a pupil teacher at £25. A head mistress at £100 or £120. 
confining herself to Standards IV., V. and VI. A second mistress for Standards 1., 11., and HI. 



of £80. For the Infant School there. should be an infant mistress at £85, and two monitors at £1 
a month each. This was but a I rough scale, which can be supplied as a basis for the Committee 
to graft upon, until they decided upon a scale of teaching staff to recommend to the Board.  
It was decided to arrange a meeting with Mr Hodgson, the Inspector of Schools, on the first 
convenient occasion, for the purpose of receiving any recommendations he might be able to 
make on the subject. The Committee then adjourned.  
28th March 1881 BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
By arrangement those members of the Blenheim School Committee, whom the rail of business 
did not prevent from attending, met Mr Hodgson, the Inspector of Schools for the Marlborough 
Education District, in the schoolhouse on Saturday evening. The meeting, though an informal 
one, was like all the other proceedings of the Committee, open to the Press and Public. Mr 
Dodson, the Chairman, having explained to the Inspector that the Committee, considering that 
the present time was favorable for the re-organisation of the teaching staff of the schools, were 
desirous of hearing from him his views on the matter. Mr Hodgson said that after receiving the 
invitation to meet the Committee he had drawn up two schemes, the one for the re-organisation 
under the mixed system, and the other an alternative plan, under which the sexes would be 
separated after the scholars had passed Standard 111. In the Infants' School in both schemes he 
had arranged for two probationers or monitors at £18 each per annum, but as neither plan made 
provision for the 2nd Miss Macklin, he struck them out, and substituted an assistant mistress in 
their place at a salary of £60, a position she could fill well. £250 and house rent was 
remuneration sufficient to secure the services of a capable head master, whose duty it would be 
not only to attend to the tuition of the boys in Standards IV, V, and VI, but also to have control 
over the organisation of the schools, without, however, clashing with the head mistress. The 
salary of £250 that was proposed to be paid this teacher would provide a thoroughly competent 
person, as was the case at Nelson. The scheme was an elastic one: it allowed provision being 
made for an increase of numbers in any part of the school by the employment of a probationer 
at £18 a year. A good and young second master could be got for  £150, What was wanted was a 
good man out of doors, to take up somewhat of the same position with his pupils as Mr Firth at 
the Nelson College. The alternative plan differed very little from that submitted by Mr Dodson, 
the main difference being that in his scheme the lower Standards were taught by distinct 
teachers, whereas Mr Dodson had suggested one of the teacher's instructions in two.  
Mr Dodson explained that he had placed the salaries at a somewhat lower rate than Mr 
Hodgson, not because he wished to economise, but as it was almost certain that the Education 
vote would be very considerably reduced by the House of Representatives during the present 
year and Committees therefore, were compelled to impose fees in order to maintain the 
efficiency of their schools, the Committee in reorganising  their teaching staff should shape 
such a course as would enable them to cope as much as lay in their power with the difficulty. 
He expressed himself to be decidedly adverse to mixed schools, an opinion which was 
concurred in by the other members of the Committee and Mr Hodgson. Mr Dodson asked when 
the Misses Macklin intended to present themselves for their classification examination  
Mr Hodgson said that the Misses  Macklin had already undergone examination twice, but had 
not succeeded in passing, and they had not came up for the examination that he had held a 
month or so back. As it was at present they had not even a licence to teach. He could not 
understand why they had not passed, it was probably owing to the requirements being too high. 
Mr Robinson would like to know how Mr Tissiman had obtained his classification  
Mr Ten y asked Mr Hodgson if it were not in the same manner as Mr Macklin had obtained his 
B-l, that was, under the old Board, without being subjected to the test of examination  
Mr Hodgson said that such was the case. Mr Macklin had undergone no examination to obtain 
his classification.  



In reply to other questions, Mr Hodgson advised that the new Head teacher should at least be 
D-2, the Head mistress not lower than au E-2, and the Second master than an E-3 and that 
applications should be advertised  
for" in Christchurch, Wellington, Dune din, and Auckland.  
Mr Griffiths asked the Inspector how he accounted for the alleged unsatisfactory state of the 
schools  
Mr Hodgson considered it was Mr Macklin's attempting to teach too much as well as trying to 
give instruction in branches of higher education, of which he was not himself sufficiently 
master. He did not wish to say anything further on the matter, as he did not see what good 
purpose it could serve, nor did he wish to injure anyone. Mr Terry asked whether, in the event 
of the Board receiving applications from a man and his wife for the positions of head master 
and mistress, respectively, he would in any case advise the Committee to recommend their 
appointment.  
Mr Hodgson thought that the Committee had already had enough of that.  
In response to another question, Mr Hodgson said that he had inspected the working of the 
upper portions of the school, and found them about the same as before.  
Mr Dodson on behalf of the Committee then thanked Mr Hodgson for his courteous attention, 
and the interview terminated.  
The Committee meet on Thursday evening next, when they -will determine the scale of 
teaching staff to recommend to the Board.  
At the last minute, we have at Mr Hodgson's request— abstained from publishing the tables 
showing the two plans to which reference is made, it being his intention to submit a third 
scheme to the Committee at their next meeting, which makes provision for the separation of the 
sexes after scholars have passed Standard I, and which he considered to be highly preferable, 
whilst it will not entail an increased outlay on salaries.]  
1st April 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The above met last evening. Present: Messrs Dodson (Chairman). Hustwick, Parker, Robinson. 
Litchfield, and  Terry.  
The Chairman stated that the accounts paused by the Committee had been paid. In connection 
with these he wished to present a statement of the Committee's Financial position. First of all 
he had to complain of the manner in which, at the late Householders' meeting it had been 
represented that they had a credit balance of over £13, whereas had the existing liabilities been 
properly shown, there was a debit balance of over one pound. On examination he found that the 
Committee in 1879 had a credit balance of £57, but this had dwindled down until now, after the 
payment of accounts passed  at the last meeting, they were £9 1s 9d in debt. This, added to the 
cost of fuel and cleaning the school for the year, would amount to £66 4s 3d, without making 
provision for any other item of expenditure, whilst the grant to the Committee would only 
amount to about £52. It was impossible for the schools to be carried on with this sum, and he 
would suggest that representations to that effect should be  made to the Board.  
Mr. Hustwick  thought the item for fuel an excessive one.  
Mr Dodson said he would read the Committee the account. It was as follows: April 6th, two 
tons coal, £5 15s May 6th, two tons ditto. £5  15s June 11th, one truck firewood, £4 15s August 
5th, one ton coal, £2 17s 6d Total, £19 2s 6d]. In addition to Fell Bros' account one was for 
Aldridge for three cords of firewood on April 9th 
 Mr. Hustwick was sorry to notice that a Chairman of the committee had had dealings with the 
Committee.  
A letter was received from H. S. Simmons, directing the attention of the Committee to the  
advisability for the erection of a shed for the fuel used in the schools, and pointing out the 
serious inconveniences  during the rainy Season.  



On  Mr Litchfield’s  motion the Chairman was instructed to apply to the Board to erect a shed, 
Mr.  Barker asked would not be advisable to invite tenders for the supplying of fuel to the 
schools.  
On Mr Terry's motion tenders were directed to be called for the supply of fuel. | 
On Mr. Robinson’s motion the chairman  was requested to bring the financial position of the 
Committee before the Board and ask for assistance.  
In Mr Griffiths' absence  Mr Robinson moved that the motion standing in his name, that Mr 
Macklin be requested to offer an explanation of the account rendered against him for £155 5s 
3d, be deferred and that Mr Macklin be requested to attend this night week.  
The Chairman said that in any other case it would have devolved on him, as Chairman, to go 
on with the matter, but in this instance he positively declined. The motion was put and carried. 
The proposed reorganisation of the schools came on for consideration. Since the Committee's 
late informal meeting, a fresh scheme was received from Mr Hodgson, for the separation of the 
sexes above Standard I. The scheme was as follows  
Boys' School Head master £250 and house rent Assistant master, £150, one probationer, £18; 
total, £418 
Girls' School Head mistress £150, and Assistant mistress, £70 total £220.  
Infants' School— infant mistress, £100; Assistant mistress £60 
 This was a staff to teach 355. The Chairman said that after careful inquiry he had come to the 
conclusion that the average attendance for the coming year would not exceed 300. 
 Mr Parker said the Chairman had submitted Mr Hodgson's schemes to him, and taking them as 
a basis, he had formulated a scheme which he submitted.  
It was Boys' School— Head master £240, assistant master £140, probationer £25; total £400 
Girls' School—Head mistress £110, Miss Kate Macklin, as Assistant mistress, at her present 
salary of £54 
 Infants' School— Miss Macklin as Infant Mistress, at her present salary of £70 and two 
probationers at £18 each.  
Mr Robinson said he would support Mr Hodgson's scheme.  
Mr Hustwick pointed out that as the scheme submitted by Mr Hodgson was a rather costly one, 
it was not very likely the Board would adopt it. Mr Terry concurred in this opinion, and 
thought that the Committee should select some scheme which would be calculated to find favor 
with the Board.  
Mr Parker, in reply to a question put by Mr Dodson, stated that he proposed that the Head 
Mistress should have entire control of her school.  
After some further discussion, Mr Parker moved that his scheme, being a slight modification of 
Mr Hodgson's, be adopted for recommendation to the Board.  
Mr Robinson said that on further consideration he would not offer any opposition to Mr 
Parker's scheme. The motion was put and carried unanimously. The Committee then adjourned 
till Thursday evening next.  
5th April 1881 Mr McNab reported that the case of H. P. Macklin v. the Board had resulted in a 
judgement for the plaintiff for the amount claimed, £22 10s, and £4 15s costs, the other 
expenses entailed being £5 odd. %£A letter was received from a number of creditors in H. P. 
Macklin's estate, and read as follows We, the undersigned, being creditors of H. P. Macklin, 
Head Master of the Blenheim Borough schools, to the amount set opposite our names in the 
schedule hereto, request that you will not pay Mr Macklin his salary, but will appeal to the 
Supreme Court from the decision of the R.M., which is directly opposed to the opinion of the 
Attorney-General and Mr Travers. We have no doubt that Mr Conolly assumed the question 
would be settled by the Supreme Court, as he is reported to have said that He thought that the 
proper course would be to retain the money due for salary until some competent Court decided 
to whom it should be paid." With all respect for Mr McIntyre, R.M., we submit that his opinion 



is not entitled to stand against that of the Attorney-General and Mr Travers, and that under the 
circumstances "competent Court" means the Supreme Court. We would direct your attention to 
the large sums owing to us by the bankrupt, which if not paid by means of his salary will 
probably not be paid at all. We undertake to pay all of the costs of an appeal to the Supreme 
Court incurred by the Board, including those which will be allowed by law to Mr Macklin if he 
succeeds, and we enclose <a marked cheque for £25 on account of the same. Trusting you will 
accede to our ?e--quest, we are, your obedient servants, John McKenzie, W. B. Girling, W, 
Clark, T. H. Hustwick, W. Nosworthy, J, M. Hutcheson, W. S. Falconer, P. Lawrence, W. B. 
Earll, Furness and Boundy. Mr Sinclair moved that the matter be carried into the Supreme 
Court. He might say in doing so that though he was acting for certain of the creditors, he was 
not their paid solicitor, and therefore might speak on the matter before the Board. Mr Travers 
and the Attorney-General had given a' view opposed to that entertained by Mr Conolly and 
supported by the R.M. and he certainly considered that the Supreme Court was the proper one 
in which to settle the matter. The Board would have no cost entailed on them by the appeal, 
that he would guarantee. The case was one which should be settled in the interests of the 
public, for there was no knowing when other cases of a similar character might arise. He had 
been present during the hearing of the action in the It. M. Court, and it seemed to him that the 
Magistrate had failed utterly to grasp the main portion of Mr McNab's argument. Mr Conolly 
thought that as the question was d very fine one, and as the costs were guaranteed, the appeal 
should be gone on with. The fact of their paying the money to Mr Macklin would not be any 
protection against an action by the trustee. By a competent Court he had meant one competent 
to deal with the amount. Mr Fell was not in favor of the motion, for it seemed that every man, 
woman, and child, in the place was jumping on Mr Macklin, and this move was but another 
part of the procedure. Mr Paul of, opinion that if Mr Macklin received no salary he would do 
no work. Mr Parker agreed with Mr Sinclair in saying that if the bankrupt wished to have 
something to live upon, he should apply to his Trustee or the Court for an allowance. Mr 
Henderson had been present during the action; and considered the result wholly at variance 
with common sense. The question should be definitely settled once and finally by a Court of 
competent jurisdiction. Mr Fell had said that the object of the appeal was to keep Mr Macklin 
out of his money, but Mr Fell was ever ready to discover motives for other people. If Mr 
Macklin wanted a maintenance he could obtain one by application either to his trustee or the 
Court. Mr Sinclair said it was within their knowledge that several members of Mr Macklin's 
family were receiving salaries from the Board, and that as Mr Macklin had also a free house, 
there was no chance of his having to undergo privations by the lodging of an appeal. He had to 
take exception to Mr Fell's statement. Mr Fell having a security over Mr Macklin's furniture, 
could afford to speak as he had done, but those who signed the letter were unsecured creditors 
who felt that they had been done out of their money. The motion was then put and carried. 
Major Martin applied for his salary for the month of January. Mr Sinclair thought that the 
matter should stand over for consideration, as Major Martin was also a bankrupt which was 
done. 
6th April 1881 The following letter was received from Mr Macklin's Trustee I have the honor to 
bring under the notice of the Board the fact that the Head Master of the Blenheim Borough 
Schools has expended upon the school property considerable sums of money during his 
occupancy of the same, and have to beg that the Board will take into its favorable consideration 
my request, made as Trustee in the estate, viz, that a valuation of the items mentioned below be 
made, and that the Board recoup the estate the amount of such valuation Pump and fittings, £9 
10s closing in verandah, £14 10s; 45 rose bushes, 35 trees, shrubs, and six vines, £7 10 
trenching, raising ground in front and side of teacher's house, and making walk above flood 
level, £37 5s book case fixture, £4 10s chimney top to kitchen. £1 2s 6d; total, £74 7s 6d. 
Trusting the Board will see the justice of making an allowance equivalent to the value, I have, 



etc.  C. J. W. Griffiths On Mr Sinclair's motion the Secretary was instructed to inform Mr 
Griffiths that the letter could not be entertained. Letters in accordance with resolutions passed 
at the late meetings of the Blenheim School Committee were read from the Chairman (Mr H. 
Dodson). who further stated that the Misses Macklin had intimate:! their willingness to accept 
of the positions allocated to them by the Committee in the proposed plan for re-organising the 
schools. The Secretary stated that the expense of the old staff was '£795 10s deducting the third 
master, the present cost of the staff was £(587 10s. That of the scheme submitted by the 
Committee was £705. In reply to a question from Mr Henderson, Mr Robinson stated that he 
had not informed the Committee  that notice of dismissal had been the teachers. Nor had he 
informed the Committee that the High School was discontinued. The Chairman thought that the 
Secretary should have done so. The Secretary was instructed to ascertain I what amount of 
High School fees had been received during the past quarter.  
Mr Conolly said that wheat puzzled him was that the scheme submitted by the Committee was 
more expensive than the present one. Mr Henderson said that it seemed to him that the rise was 
in the Head Mistress, who was to receive ±-140 a year. Mr Conolly would object to any 
alteration as applied to the Blenheim Girls' School. The Chairman thought that as this was a 
motion affecting the status of the school it should be considered next month. Mr Henderson 
pointed out that if the Committee wanted a competent teacher as Head Mistress, neither of the 
Misses Macklin could be employed in that position, as they were unclassified teachers. Four 
years ago the Committee had requested the Misses Macklin to take steps to obtain their 
certificates, and they had tried on two occasions and failed, and last year they had not gone up 
for examination at all. Mr Fell said that there was only one teacher in the district who had got 
his certificate by examination. It had never been shown that Miss Macklin was incompetent, 
such a fact had never been reported by any Committee. It was Mr Hodgson's opinion that Miss 
Macklin was the best female teacher in the province and the best organiser. The present 
Committee had done absolutely nothing for the school, and all they had promised had fallen to 
the ground. Mr Sinclair submitted that the Misses Macklin held their positions illegally. Mr 
Fell had said they could not get certificated teachers, but this statement he did not agree with. 
Whilst favorable to economy he wished to have an efficient staff. He would read the report on 
the Girls' School for last year, and considered it to be a unsatisfactory one. He certainly could 
not see why they should appoint Miss Macklin, Head Mistress. If they had a staff capable of 
educating up to an attendance of 400 they might enforce the compulsory clauses of the Act. 
The Chairman again expressed the opinion that the subject should be discussed at the next 
meeting. Mr Henderson thought that as they should make no delay in advertising for the new 
teachers, they should— without loss of time settle what was to be the working staff of the 
schools. He consequently moved that the subject be treated as one of urgency. Mr Sinclair 
seconded the motion but Mr Conolly objecting on the ground of the attendance at the Board 
being small, Messrs Paul and Ward having left some minutes previously, the motion was lop' A 
special meeting was arranged to be held on Thursday, the 21st inst. Mr Dodson applied to the 
Board to erect a shed for wood and coal at the Borough I Schools j The architect was directed 
to report and furnish an estimate for such a shed. Mr Dodson also wrote stating that Mr 
Macklin seemed to be indebted to the Committee to the extent of probably £100 in respect 
books, slates, &c, put into his hands by past Committees for sale to the pupils of the school, but 
which he had not accounted for. The present Committee intended inquiring into the account at 
the next meeting, and in the meantime he had to ask the Board to hold any funds it might have 
in hand of Mr Macklin's until the Committee had time to ascertain how it could best recover 
the debt. Mr Fell thought that the letter should be passed. The matter was one the Board had 
nothing to do with. Mr Sinclair objected. There was some doubt as to the position in which Mr 
Macklin stood to the Committee, and if there was a deficiency shown, the thought that it should 
be made by from Mr Macklin's salary. He would also point out that it was during the time that 



Mr Fell was Chairman of the Committee, that the deficit, if any, had occurred. Mr Fell said that 
if it were found that the Blenheim School Committee were deficient in anything he would pay 
it, as he had kept the books of the Committee himself. Mr Sinclair said that he did not mean to 
insinuate that there had been anything improper in Mr Fell's discharge of his duties when 
Chairman of the Committee. When he had received sums, he had no doubt the books accounted 
for their expenditure. But what he particularly referred to was that books had been purchased 
by the Committee and handed by them to Mr Macklin for sale to the pupils. Some year or *wo 
ago a resolution was passed by the Committee calling upon Mr Macklin to account quarterly 
for all books, &c, supplied to him for sale and he wanted to know if Mr Macklin had accounted 
for them since the passing of that resolution. Mr Conolly could not see to what the discussion 
was tending, Mr Sinclair moved that Mr Macklin be not paid any salary until such time as the 
correctness or incorrectness of the account had been ascertained. Mr Conolly seconded the 
motion which was carried. Mr H. Dodson wrote with reference to the letter sent to the Board at 
a previous meeting by Messrs Robinson, Griffiths, and Litchfield re the election of members to 
the Board. He stated that the letter did not contain a correct record of what took place in the 
Committee on the occasion, and expressed the opinion that the Board should have sought an 
explanation from him before proceeding to take any action. The following accounts were 
passed for payment Secretary L 8 6s 8d, Inspector £10 8s 4d, do. travelling expenses £28, 
Wilson L 2 10s, J. Hornby JA 3s, Compton L 3 2s (id, Venimore L 5 8s, G. A. Smith L 124 12s 
9d, W. Douslin £1 7s 6d, V. McNab £ 5 Marlborough. Express 17s 6d. Mr Henderson gave 
notice of motion as follows;  The Board at its next meeting take into consideration the letter of 
the Blenheim School Committee relating to the allowance made for Committee's expenses with 
a view to revoking or altering the amount as fixed by resolution on February 1st last. That at 
the next meeting of the Board, the recommendations of the Blenheim School Committee, 
having reference to the teaching staff of that school as regards arrangement meant and pay, be 
taken into consideration with a view to revoking or altering the same as fixed on February 1st 
last, and that a circular be sent to each member as required by Section 33 of the Act. The Board 
then adjourned.  
6th April 1881 In the Supreme Court of New Zealand Nelson District. In the matter of The 
Debtors' and Creditors' Act, 1876," and of Acts amending the same, and of the bankruptcy of 
Hubert Patrick Macklin , of Blenheim, High School Master, a Debtor. THIS is to notify that the 
above- named debtor will, on Wednesday, the 20th day of April, 1881, at the hour of 11 of the 
clock in the forenoon, apply to this Honorable Court at Blenheim, for an order of discharge 
under his bankruptcy 
8th April 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Present Messrs Dobson (chairman), Parker, 
Hustwick, Terry, Litchfield, Robinson, and Griffiths. After the minutes had been read, Mr 
Dodson stated that he had learnt within the past day or two that there was a ledger and cash 
book belonging to the Committee somewhere in existence. Mr Nos worthy, who had informed 
him of the fact, had also said that if it could be found it would throw light upon the account that 
had been sent to Mr Macklin for explanation. The late Chairman, Mr Fell, told him that he did 
not have the books in his possession, and he intended to write to Mr Kane by the next mail, and 
ask him if he knew anything about them. From what Mr Nosworthy had told him he thought 
the inquiry need not go farther back than December 6th, 1878, when the Committee passed a 
resolution requesting Mr Macklin to account quarterly for books, &c. supplied to him for sale. 
The account he had asked Mr Macklin to explain went back five years. He had had no data 
beyond the cash book to go upon, and from this he had compiled it as best he could. Letters 
were received from the Misses Macklin, stating their willingness to accept the positions 
allocated to them in the scheme for the re-organisation of the schools resolved upon by the 
Committee at its previous meeting. Mr Robinson objected to the Chairman having sent a letter 



to the Board re the account for £155 5s 3d referred to by Mr Macklin for explanation. A reply 
to this letter was received from the Board stating that no moneys due Mr Macklin would be 
paid him until the correctness or incorrectness of the account had been ascertained. Mr 
Griffiths moved that this Committee go into Committee to consider the action taken by the 
Chairman in writing letters without the authority of the Committee. Letters had been written 
without proper sanction, and this he considered most improper. The account sent to the Board 
was calculated to damage Mr Macklin. 
He had in his hand another letter written to the Defence Department. In it he had submitted that 
Mr Macklin was not a fit and proper person to hold a commission as Captain of the Borough 
Cadets, and asked that an inquiry be made into the manner in which the capitation grants to the 
corps had been expended. There was a letter which Mr Dodson had written, as Chairman of the 
Committee, which had neither been authorised b> or even read to the Committee. 
 [Mr Griffiths stated that the letter was furnished him by Captain Baillie, but refused to lay it on 
the table, consequently, we are unable to publish it.]  
Mr .Robinson seconded. He had objected all along to the manner in which Messrs Dodson and 
Terry had acted against Mr Macklin. They had done for political teas' ns he knew. He thought 
the affair monstrous.  
Mr Dodson said if he had followed the late Chairman and not kept any copies of the 
correspondence the discussion would not have arisen. When Mr Terry brought up the Cadet 
question some little time back, he had been prevented from proceeding with it, and he (the 
speaker) had then stated his intention to write to the Defence Department himself if the 
committee would take no steps to institute an inquiry. The matter was one which should be 
cleared up. If c had written the letter to the Minister in the 1st person and had signed himself 
Chairman of the Committee just as he might have signed himself as justice of the Peace. As to 
Messrs Griffiths and Robinson he had no doubt, nor would the world at large have that they 
were actuated by the purest possible of motives- The meetings of the Committee were fixed for 
once a month, and if in the interval between the meetings something of importance arose, was 
he not to write about it. To be bound down by a hard and fast rule reminded him of a certain 
old, fidgety gentleman, of Nova Scotia, who, having made up his mind to visit Europe, sat 
down and wrote up a diary for the period he expected to be away, setting forth what his 
manager should do each day. He had hardly gone before a severe storm destroyed, his stacks, 
and a falling tree broke through the roof of his house. The manager knowing what a particular 
sort of a man his master was, and having no instruction for any such emergency, left things as 
they were until his return. The letter complained of in the Defence Department was a private 
from himself.  
Mr Hustwick thought that Mr Griffiths had gone out of his way to make a charge against Mr 
Dodson, and he thought that the exhibition of powerful animus made on the part of some of the 
members did not redound to their credit, the object of its display being well known. Messrs 
Griffiths and Robinson had spoken in extremely had taste. With regard to the letter to the 
Board he could not well see how Mr Dodson could consistently with the interests of the 
Committee have avoided writing it. If the late Chairman had evinced as much interest as Mr 
Dodson in the welfare of the schools, he was sure that neither Mr Griffiths nor Mr Robinson 
would have objected. The great complaint on their part was that Mr Dodson had written a letter 
and affixed to his signature the title Chairman. He admitted it might have been as well without. 
Supposing, for example, the Mayor of the town wished to communicate with the Government, 
he might use his official signature of Mayor, but he would in no way bind the Borough or its 
Council by so doing. The motive of those two members was self-evident it was to obstruct the 
business of the Committee as much as possible.  
Mr Griffiths said the question was whether they were going to allow the Chairman to sign 
himself as Chairman whenever he liked he submitted he had no right to gratify his personal 



spleen and malice by using the Committee's in me. Mr Dodson asked if it '"'as not usual for 
persons holding official positions to put M. H.R. or whatever they might happen to be, after 
their names  
Mr Griffiths could not see the application.  
The motion was then put and a division taken, the ayes being 4 Messrs Parker, Robinson, 
Litchfield, and Griffiths, and the noes 3 Messrs Dodson, Terry, and Hustwick.  
It was decided to hear Mr Macklin in explanation before going into Committee  
Mr Griffiths said that the Chairman had constructed an account against Mr Macklin for books, 
&c, belonging to the Committee, which it appeared to some had not been accounted for. He 
contended that what ought to have been done was to have furnished Mr Macklin with an 
account, and to have asked him for an explanation.  
Mr Dodson said that was exactly what had been done.  
Mr Griffiths had received letters from Messrs W. Nosworthy and Fell, showing that up to the 
end of 1879 Mr Macklin had nothing whatever to do with the collection of moneys for books, 
fees, &c., supplied to pupils.  
Mr Dodson explained that the amount remaining over for explanation was a sum of £34.  
Mr W. Nosworthy stated that up to the end of his term of office as Chairman of the Committee 
everything had been properly accounted for by the collector Mr Severne and Mr Macklin was 
not responsible for any fees due. There used to be a ledger and collector's book he had last 
heard of them being in Mr Rae's possession.  
On Mr Griffiths' motion, seconded by Mr Terry, it was unanimously resolved that with respect 
to the account against Mr Macklin for £155 5s 3d, the Committee was perfectly satisfied from 
Mr Nosworthy's explanation, that Mr Macklin was in no way responsible for the same up to the 
end of January, 1879.  
Mr Macklin said that the motion of December 6th 1878, simply meant that he was to overlook 
the accounts for books, &c. He wanted to have particulars of the separate accounts furnished 
him.  
The Chairman said that he had endeavoured to obtain the detailed accounts from the late 
Chairman but had been unable to do so.  
The Chairman Mr Macklin, have you sold any books to the pupils during the past two years. 
Mr Macklin I have, but they were my own. I may have sold £2 worth.  
Mr Terry Have you sold any books belonging to the Committee to any scholars  
Mr Macklin No, I have not.  
Mr Terry But here are numerous entries of amounts paid by the Committee for books for use in 
the schools. Do you mean to say those books were not given to you for disposal  
Mr Macklin They were used in the schools some got worn out, and the others are still in the 
cupboards.  
Mr Terry You have said you sold none of them. Then how did they get worn out Used you to 
lend them  
Mr Macklin Yes that is what I did 
 Mr Terry Said that threw an entirely new and different light on the whole matter. Knowing 
that it had been the practice of the Committee in the past to sell books etc. to the pupils, and 
finding the minute dated December 6th 1878, calling upon Mr Macklin to render quarterly 
accounts to the Committee of all books etc., belonging to them, he had come to the conclusion 
that these books were intended for sale to the pupils. Then turning to the cash book, the only 
book that had been  handed to the Committee, he found numerous entries of amounts paid for 
books, whilst in no place could he find trace of any such returns nor of any amounts paid the 
Committee by Mr Macklin  for the sale of these books. By Mr Macklin stating that he never 
sold these books to the pupils, a new complexion was put on the whole affair. Mr Robinson and 
others seemed to insinuate that he would stoop to anything to injure Mr Macklin, such a thing 



was as uncharitable as it was untrue. Everyone was aware that Mr Macklin and he were 
enemies, but in order to show clearly that though they occupied this hostile relationship, he had 
no intention or desire to endeavour to injure another man unjustly, he would move "That the 
Committee having learnt that Mr Macklin's practice had been to lend, and not sell books to 
pupils for the last two years, express themselves satisfied with Mr Macklin’s explanation. Mr 
Dodson seconded, and said he agreed with Mr Terry. Looking to the fact that books had been 
sold to pupils by previous Committees, and finding no mention of any payments made to the 
Committee by Mr Macklin on account of such, he had considered an explanation necessary. 
The motion was then put and carried unanimously.  
The Committee then went into committee, and after considerable discussion and a division in 
which the ayes were four Messrs Parker, Robinson, Litchfield, and Griffiths, and the noes 
Messrs Dodson, Hustwick, and Terry, the following resolution was passed: That this 
Committee regards the practice of the Chairman signing letters as Chairman of the School 
Committee that are unauthorised by this body as highly reprehensible and requests he will 
discontinue the practice.  
Mr Griffiths then moved that the Chairman write to the Defence Department and the Board, 
and stats that the letters written by him as Chairman were written by him in his individual 
capacity. On a division the ayes were three Messrs Litchfield, Griffiths, and Robinson, and the 
noes four Messrs Dodson, Parker, Hustwick, and Terry. The motion was accordingly lost.  
Mr Griffiths then referred to the numerous delays made settling the claim made by him as 
Trustee in Mr Macklin's estate for £11 High School fees. He had seen the Secretary to the 
Board and Mr Fell, and had satisfied himself that these fees were due for services rendered up 
to September 31st last, and prior to Mr Alloway's having given any instruction in extra 
subjects.  
The Chairman pointed out that the Committee had no funds. He had a letter, moreover, 
containing an agreement between Messrs Macklin and Alloway and Miss Macklin, to divide 
the fees as follows Mr Macklin, one half Mr Alloway and Miss Macklin, one quarter each. In 
October he found two sums had been paid Mr Macklin for fees. Mr Terry pointed out that if Mr 
Griffiths' statement was correct, and he had any reason to doubt that Mr Griffiths firmly 
believed it was, two quarters of High. School-fees must be owing. He, therefore, while 
acknowledging that the sum of £11 must be paid, whether to Mr Macklin or the three teachers 
named by the Chairman, moved that a decision in the matter be postponed until the next 
meeting, and in the meantime the Chairman be requested to ascertain from Mr Macklin the 
amount  of High School fees due to the Committee. On a division the ayes were four Messrs 
Dodson, Terry, Hustwick, and Parker and the noes three— Messrs Robinson. Litchfield, and 
Griffiths. The motion was declared to be carried, and the Committee adjourned.  
21st April 1881 A letter was received from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, 
Mr Henderson thought that it was due to say a word of explanation for the Committee. When 
they came into office some  hooks were handed them. In the cash book, part of which was used 
as a ledger, some years ago, was an account showing books entered against teachers, and 
charged to them and on the other aide an account of moneys received from teachers for books 
sold to the children. For the late seven years they found that £155 had been paid away for 
books, but th.-.t no moneys had been received for the sale of books to the children. The inquiry 
had originated out of au account for notepaper and envelopes sent into the Committee items 
which ultimately turned out on Mr Macklin's own statement were not for the Committee. They 
naturally asked themselves how much more had been charged to them in this way, and the 
inquiry followed, bub had to lie abandoned in consequence of a ledger belonging to the 
Committee, not forthcoming. The late Chairman of the Committee stated that he had not seen 
the book in question the past two years; it was the absence of this ledger that compelled the 



Committee to abandon the inquiry. Mr Ward thought that before the Committee made such 
grave charges they should have inquired clearly into them. Mr Conolly agreed with Mr Ward in 
condemning  the communication they had received from the School Committee. He found in 
the report of the Committee meeting the Committee expressed themselves satisfied on making 
the inquiry but did not express their regret for having preferred the charges which he certainly 
thought they should have done. Mr Ward  thought that the proceedings against Mr Macklin 
taken by the Committee had been improper. Before charges had been made, an explanation 
should have been received from him. Mr Sinclair said that he believed that the Chairman wrote 
to Mr Macklin asking him for an explanation, which, when it was received, the Committee 
unanimously declared unsatisfactory and referred back to him for an explanation! Had Mr 
Macklin clearly explained by letter when he was first called upon to do so, the Chairman would 
never have had to write the letter in question. Mr Fell was sorry members of the Board did not 
seem to agree with the Committee's put down than Mr Macklin’s explanation was satisfactory. 
The account of £155 had been  made up by guess work. If books were parted from the 
Committee's possession were paid for. Mr Henderson asked Where was the money accounted 
when they were bought during the last two years  
Mr Fell— None have been sold during the past two years. The subject then dropped. The 
Board declined to entertain Major Martin's application for 'payment of his' salary owing 
January last, Mr Macklin wrote, stating that though the Committee were satisfied with his 
explanation he had received no salary from the Board, The Secretary was instructed to inform 
Mr Macklin that his salary was being withheld pending the decision in the appeal case 
22nd April 1881 The letter of the Blenheim School Committee  having reference to a new 
teaching staff was then read, after which Mr Henderson moved his motion of which notice had 
been given, that the recommendation'! of the Committee be taken into consideration. This was 
agreed to. Mr Henderson said he was impressed that it was an important step to determine upon 
an efficient staff for the schools. It was a matter in which any party feeling should be laid on 
one side. He moved that the staff and salaries of the Blenheim school be arranged according to 
the recommendations of the Blenheim School Committee according to its letter of April 4th." 
They found the attendance at the school at the end of the last year was 290, and they would not 
be greatly out if they assumed an attendance of 300 in the future. The Blenheim School 
Committee assumed an attendance of 135 in the Infants' School. It was proposed to teach them 
by Miss Macklin at a salary of £70, and two monitors at a salary of £18 each a year. At the 
Boys' School at the last examination there were 81 boys present. It was assumed there would 
be an attendance of 95, about 40 of whom would be in the three higher Standards, taught by a 
Head Master at £•210, the remaining 55 by a second master at £150, and a pupil teacher at £25. 
In the Girls' School provision was to be made for 70 pupils, taught by a head mistress at £140, 
assisted by Miss K. Macklin at her present salary of £40, The scheme involved a system of 
pupil teachers that must have a beneficial effect on the pupils in the district, as tending to be an 
incentive to their progress with the aim of becoming pupil teachers. He trusted the proposals of 
the Committee would furnish an efficient staff, and that yet it would be economical. The total 
amount which they suggested was £705, and with a view to ascertaining how this compared 
with other schools of like size in the Colony, he had taken out the particulars of 13 schools in 
all parts from Auckland to Southland, the average attendance of each being nearly 300. The 
total cost of these schools, divided by the number attending, was £2 7s per head, and it was a 
remarkable coincidence that that rate would come for the Blenheim School to the exact amount 
the Committee had kept down, and this would be much cheaper than the Blenheim (School had 
ever been taught of late years.  



Mr Sinclair seconded the motion. It seemed to him that in the past the Borough school had 
been a mixed school. The scheme had many points in its favor, not the least being that it 
provided for the keeping of the two sexes of scholars distinct. So far as he could see he would 
support the motion, though if any other member could show a better scheme he would be 
happy to adopt it. Mr Conolly said that with regard to the Committee's scheme, if they had only 
the top school to consider there would not he anything to object to. He regretted the Committee 
had not seen its way to propose a more economical one. The difficulty occurred to him that if 
they established this scale for the Blenheim school they would be asked to place other schools 
on a similar scale. On the subject of the desirability or undesirability of the separation of the 
sexes, opinions were divided. He thought considerable paving might be made by leaving tin; 
girls' school as it was at present.  
Mr Fell expressed disappointment at a reduction having been made in the teaching staff. He 
disapproved of the increase proposed in the cost of the teaching staff of the schools. He felt that 
good monitors could not be obtained in the town. The staff proposed for the Infant school was 
insufficient for the scholars. Mr Parker would support the motion. He thought that if a 
reduction could be made it should be in the second master, and not in the head mistress. The 
time has arrived for a division of the school. Mr Fell was rather wrong in saying that there was 
an increase in the scheme, inasmuch as the school was at present one master short, and Mr Fell 
himself was endeavouring to put another master appointed at a salary of £120. Mr Ward asked 
how the school was out of all proportion with schools such as Picton.  
Mr Henderson said that the provision for the Blenheim schools under the regulations at present 
existing on the minute-book, was £2 16s per head; the cost of the Picton school with the 
numbers taken at 133 was within a fraction of £3 per head. Mr Conolly moved as an 
amendment that the words "excepting as to the Girls' school, which shall be as at present," be 
added to Mr Henderson's motion. Mr Fell seconded the amendment. Mr Seymour said the 
proposal struck him to be in one sense economical enough, but he saw signs in it that the scale 
could not last, but that the cost would increase by force of circumstances. He did not 
understand the amendment, and would vote for neither motion nor amendment. Mr Ward could 
not understand the amendment. Mr Henderson thought it a mistake not to have a certificated 
teacher in the Girls' school, and it would be for the advantage of the schools if the two young 
ladies who were now there were put in different schools. The amendment was then put and a 
division taken. The ayes were 2 Messrs Conolly and Fell, and the noes a Messrs Baillie, 
Sinclair, Henderson, Ward, and Parker. Mr Conolly's amendment was declared lost. Mr 
Henderson amended his resolution by reducing the second mistress' salary to £130. The motion 
was put and carried. Mr Henderson moved that the advertisement calling for applications be 
inserted twice in the following papers Auckland "Herald," Nelson "Mail," "Evening Post,"' 
Lyttelton "Times," and the "Otago Daily Times." The Board then adjourned.  
29th April 1881 The letter of the Blenheim School Committee having reference to a new 
teaching staff was then read, after which Mr Henderson moved his motion of which notice had 
been given, that the recommendation'! of the Committee be taken into consideration. This was 
agreed to. Mr Henderson said he was impressed that it was an important step to determine upon 
an efficient staff for the schools. It was a matter in which any party feeling should be laid on 
one side. He moved that the staff and salaries of the Blenheim School be arranged according to 
the recommendations of the Blenheim School Committee according to its letter of April 4th." 
They found the attendance at the school at the end of the last year was 290, and they would not 
be greatly out if they assumed an attendance of 300 in the future. The Blenheim School 
Committee assumed an attendance of 135 in the Infants' School. It was proposed to teach them 
by Miss Macklin at a salary of £70, and two monitors at a salary of £18 each a year. At the 
Boys' School at the last examination there were 81 boys present. It was assumed there would 
be an attendance of 95, about 40 of whom would be in the three higher Standards, taught by a 



Head Master at £•210, the remaining 55 by a second master at £150, and a pupil teacher at £25. 
In the Girls' School provision was to be made for 70 pupils, taught by a head mistress at £140, 
assisted by Miss K. Macklin at her present salary of £40, The scheme involved a system of 
pupil teachers that must have a beneficial effect on the pupils in the district, as tending to be an 
incentive to their progress with the aim of becoming pupil teachers. He trusted the proposals of 
the Committee would furnish an efficient staff, and that yet it would be economical. The total 
amount which they suggested was £705, and with a view to ascertaining how this compared 
with other schools of like size in the Colony, he had taken out the particulars of 13 schools in 
all parts from Auckland to Southland, the average attendance of each being nearly 300. The 
total cost of these schools, divided by the number attending, was £2 7s per head, and it was a 
remarkable coincidence that that rate would come for the Blenheim School to the exact amount 
the Committee had kept down, and this would be much cheaper than the Blenheim (School had 
ever been taught of late years. Mr Sinclair seconded the motion. It seemed to him that in the 
past the Borough school had been a mixed school. The scheme had many points in its favor, 
not the least being that it provided for the keeping of the two sexes of scholars distinct. So far 
as he could see he would support the motion, though if any other member could show a better 
scheme he would be happy to adopt it. Mr Conolly said that with regard to the Committee's 
scheme, if they had only the top school to consider there would not he anything to object to. He 
regretted the Committee had not seen its way to propose a more economical one. The difficulty 
occurred to him that if they established this scale for the Blenheim school they would be asked 
to place other schools on a similar scale. On the subject of the desirability or undesirability of 
the separation of the sexes, opinions were divided. He thought considerable paving might be 
made by leaving tin; girls' school as it was at present. Mr Fell expressed disappointment at u<>  
reduction having been made in the teaching staff. He disapproved of the increase proposed in 
the cost of the teaching staff of the schools. He felt that good monitors could not be obtained in 
the town. The staff proposed for the Infant school was insufficient for the scholars. Mr Parker 
would support the motion. He thought that if a reduction could be made it should be in the 
second master, and not in the head mistress. The time has arrived for a division of the school. 
Mr Fell was rather wrong in saying that there was an increase in the scheme, inasmuch as the 
school was at present one master short, and Mr Fell himself was endeavouring to put another 
master appointed at a salary of £120. Mr Ward asked how the school was out of all proportion 
with schools such as Picton. Mr Henderson said that the provision for the Blenheim schools 
under the regulations at present existing on the minute-book, was £2 16s per head; the cost of 
the Picton school with the numbers taken at 133 was within a fraction of £3 per head. Mr 
Conolly moved as an amendment that the words "excepting as to the Girls' school, which shall 
be as at present," be added to Mr Henderson's motion. Mr Fell seconded the amendment. Mr 
Seymour said the proposal struck him to be in one sense economical enough, but he saw signs 
in it that the scale could not last, but that the cost would increase by force of circumstances. He 
did not understand the amendment, and would vote for neither motion nor amendment. Mr 
Ward could not understand the amendment. Mr Henderson thought it a mistake not to have a 
certificated teacher in the Girls' school, and it would be for the advantage of the schools if the 
two young ladies who were now there were put in different schools. The amendment was then 
put and a division taken. The ayes were 2 Messrs Conolly and Fell, and the noes a Messrs 
Baillie, Sinclair, Henderson, Ward, and Parker. Mr Conolly's amendment was declared lost. Mr 
Henderson amended his resolution by reducing the second mistress' salary to £130. The motion 
was put and carried. Mr Henderson moved that the advertisement calling for applications be 
inserted twice in the following papers Auckland "Herald," Nelson "Mail," "Evening Post,"' 
Lyttelton "Times," and the "Otago Daily Times." The Board then adjourned.  
3rd May 1881 The business transacted was briefly the granting of a sum of £11 to the Blenheim 
School Committee for the payment of the deficit left by their predecessors 



4th May 1881 A letter was read from the Blenheim School Committee covering a letter from 
Mr H. P. Macklin, requesting an increase m the salaries of his daughters, Miss Macklin and 
Miss Kate Macklin. Mr Henderson stated that seeing that the young ladies m question had 
acquiesced m the arrangement already made by the Board, and as the matter had been settled, 
that Mr Macklin's letter be not entertained, and that the same be returned to the Committee 
with that intimation. The motion was put and carried. A letter was also read from Mr Macklin 
to the Committee, stating there were £11 school fees on hand at the end of 1881, which were 
paid into the Bank of New Zealand. There is owing to December 31st last £11 10s, and for the 
quarter ended March 31st £9 10s. Mr Henderson had the impression that several persons had 
prepaid their fees. He was under the impression that the matter should be referred back to Mr. 
Macklin, and that he be requested to furnish a list of the names of the scholars, who had 
attended the High School during the past two quarters, showing those who had and those who 
had not paid their fees. The motion was seconded and carried. 
Mr Dodson, Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, wrote requesting the Board to have 
the open spaces between the walls and roof of the school buildings covered up. On Mr 
Henderson's motion it was resolved that these open places be filled up with slides. Another 
letter was received from the Blenheim Committee, stating that the debt imposed on the present 
Committee by its predecessors was £10 12s 3d. and requesting the Board to vote a sum equal to 
that amount. Mr Henderson moved that the deficit be paid by the Board. He was very much 
surprised at the state which things were left by the old Committee. The balance-sheet presented 
by them was not a fair one, but a sort of "cooked" account:, for by not paying accounts and 
holding such moneys as they had in hand at the householders' meeting they showed some £13 
odd as a balance m hand whereas m reality there was a deficit of £10 12s. The new Committee 
he considered should be given a fair start. Mr Sinclair seconded the motion pro forma. Mr Fell 
said it was a direct, straight, and positive attack upon him. The expression a cooked" account 
no doubt meant a dishonest one He might state that Mr R. Nosworthy was the auditor of the 
accounts. He remarked it was unfair that he should continually have to reply to statements of 
this kind. He was not, however, the only one who hart been charged with fraud. The accounts 
were perfectly correct. it was impossible for a Committee to get all its accounts in and paid by 
early m January. The Committee had always during the past inherited one quarter's debts from 
its predecessors, mid handed one quarter's debts to its successors. This was the practice 
throughout the colony. Mr Parker thought that a little blame was attachable to Mr Fell. 
6th May 1881 Sir, Your local contemporary the "Times," m noticing the proceedings at the last 
meeting of the Education Board, says: "After Mr Henderson had moved the resolution for 
increasing the allowance to the Blenheim School Committee, Mr Fell pointed out the 
inconsistency of the mover, who had opposed any motion l>y Mr Fell m this direction for the 
past two years." Now, it is true that Mr Fell at the Board on the occasion m question did charge 
me with inconsistency, and said I had always opposed him when he brought forward motions 
to get a larger allowance for the Committee. I, at the time he made the assertion, denied that I 
had ever done so, but as neither your report of the proceedings nor those of the Times contains 
my denial, I ask the favor of room to contradict the accusation. A little while ago I had to 
correct some gros3 misstatement of the Times," and I have had to perform the same kind office 
for Mr Fell occasionally. The process is very simple it is only to ask for proof. I repeat the 
process m this instance. Note then— l deny the truth of the accusation, and I defy Mr Fell and 
the Times to show when and where I ever opposed any motion of Mr Fell's for increasing the 
allowance to the Blenheim School Committee. It pleases the Times," taking Mr Fell to be  



saying what was correct, to "be pleasant on the inconsistency it assumes form. But if Mr Fell 
has in the past been moving for more money for the Committee, and has actually found by his 
own experience that even 6s per child is too little, will the "Times" be good enough to show 
where Mr Fell's consistency is now in voting against the Committee being allowed more than 
4s per child? Geo. Henderson. 
11th May 1881 The Census.— Since the census taking of 1878 the population of Blenheim has 
increased by 182 males and 233 females, making a total increase of population of 415 persons. 
The increase m the number of dwelling-houses has been 82. Aa the results of the three last 
census takings may be of interest for purposes of comparison, we append them  
 
Census Males Female Total Dwellings 
1874 494 441 935 194 
1878 877 827 1401 333 
1881 1056 1060 2116 415 
 
8th June 1881 Mr. Andrews applied for the second mastership of the Blenheim Borough 
schools, and accompanied his application by an amount of correspondence.  
The applications received for the headmastership, head-mistress-ship, and assistant mastership 
of the Borough schools, and the mastership of the Grovetown school were directed to be 
forwarded to their respective committees, with the request to return them in a week.  
Correspondence was read from the Blenheim School Committee, stating that 22 panes of glass 
had been broken in the schools between Saturday evening and Monday last, and requesting the 
board to order their replacement and offer a reward for the detection of the offenders.  
Mr Fell moved and Mr Conolly seconded, that the Committee be informed that this is an item 
of Committee expenditure.  
_Mr Henderson said that there was a wide difference between the present committee and their 
predecessors. When the latter came into office they had £50 in hand, and were receiving grants 
at the rate of 6d (6 pence) per head. When they went out of office they left debts to the tune of 
£10 behind them. The present Committee were only granted 4d a head, and it was impossible 
for them to meet more than moat necessary expenditure. If the Board did net replace the broken 
windows the Committee would have to paste them over. He held that the allowance to the 
Blenheim Committee was far too low.  
Mr Sinclair understood that the duty of the Board was to keep the school buildings in proper 
repair, and in this instance the damage was of more than an ordinary character. He also thought 
that the suggestion to offer a reward was a good one.  
Mr Ward thought that all such work should be done by the Committee.  
Mr Parker said that on Sunday last he saw something very peculiar in the school ground, and 
thought that an investigation would show how the windows had been broken, He would like to 
see a reward offered.  
Mr Seymour said that if the  Committee could  not afford to pay for the windows then the 
Board should have  the windows repaired and deduct the cost from the Committee's next grant. 
The motion was put and a division taken, the ayes were 6 Messrs Seymour, Ward, Parker, 
Conolly, and Fell and the noes 2 Messrs Henderson and Sinclair.  
On Mr. Comity's motion it was decided to offer a reward of £5 for such information as will 
lead to the conviction of the offenders.  
In reply to a question of Mr Henderson's the Secretary stated that the school buildings were 
insured for £800, and the master's residence for £250.  
9th June 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  



The Committee held a special meeting on Wednesday evening. Present Messrs Dodson 
(Chairman), Hustwick, Parker, Griffiths, Robinson, Litchfield, and Terry. The Chairman 
reported having written to the Board informing it of the breaking of about twenty panes of 
glass in the High School. .From a hint thrown out by Mr Seymour, it would appear that there 
was a likelihood of the Board deducting the cost of replacing the windows out of the next grant 
of the Board. He would like the Committee to say what step should be taken in the matter. He 
did not think it right that they should be expected to bear the expense of the work. For his part 
he was quite willing to pay his pro rata share, or pay the whole expense of the damage done.  
Mr Griffiths moved that tenders be called for the repair of the windows.  
Mr Hustwick stated Mr Parker had informed him that on Sunday morning he saw two of Mr 
Macklin's daughters in the playground evidently trying to open one of the windows in the High 
School with a big stick.  
The Chairman pointed out that the windows were broken with stones.  
A long discussion ensued on the motion, the opinion generally expressed by the members being 
that whilst the windows must be put in, the expense justly fell on the Board.  
The Chairman expressed considerable surprise at the steady opposition made by Mr Fell to any 
amelioration of the condition of the Committee. Mr Fell had been chairman when, besides a 
good balance to dispose of, he had had a regular grant of 6d per head, and therefore he must 
well know that it was not possible for the present Committee to pay its way on a grant of 4d a 
head. The consideration of the applications for teacherships in the School. was then proceeded 
with, and the Committee adjourned at about half-past ten, till Monday evening next.  
15th June 1881 Blenheim School Committee.— The adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee to decide upon the candidates they shall recommend to  the Board for the offices of 
Head Master, Assistant Master, and Head Mistress, will be held in the infant's School, this 
evening. It is not anticipated that the Committee will have any difficulty in coming to a 
decision, and we do not think we are too sanguine in believing that their decision will have the 
merit of being unanimous. 
16th June 1881 Blenheim School Committee.— At the meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee on Wednesday evening, it was resolved to recommend the Board to appoint Mr 
Lucas, of Southbridge, Canterbury, to the Head Mastership Miss Harding, late of England and 
now of Nelson, to the Head Mistressship of the Borough Schools.— Mr Clinch's tender (£3 
15s) for glazing was accepted.— It was resolved that the Chairman arrange with Mr Macklin 
the date on which the school shall break up. Mr W. Nosworthy advised that he had received the 
sum of £1 12s, as a dividend in the arrangement of Mr Pirani with his creditors, and had lodged 
the same in the Bank of New Zealand to the credit of the Committee, The School chimneys 
were ordered to be swept. Mr Macklin wrote stating that he had seen it reported in the papers 
that school wood had been stolen last year, and that half a cord of wood remained last winter 
belonging to the schools. He said that these statements were incorrect. The rule for the past five 
years had been to allow the master a ton of coal and two cords of firewood for each fireplace. 
That was sufficient only in a mild winter. The same rule obtained in his predecessor's time, and 
was general throughout the province. He thought the Committee would see that these 
insinuations were levelled at him, and he respectfully requested the Committee to call on their 
informant for an explanation. It was resolved to inform Mr Macklin that the Committee did not 
regard the statement as any  effect ion on his character. Mr Macklin reported that on Thursday 
night last the Infant School roll had been tampered with. He likewise lodged a complaint. 
against Mr Simmonds. The Chairman was instructed to inform Mr Simmonds that he must not 
allow his children access to the school after school  
Tenders. The tenders opened at last night's meeting of the Blenheim School Committee for the 
replacement of the broken window in the borough schools were Jas. Bartlett, £6 10s E. Watson, 
£5 10s S Coleman, £5 3s J. Lyttle, £4 4 S. Clinch (accepted). £3 15s.  



21st June 1881 At a special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee held last evening, it 
was resolved, with a view to the limitation of the children to their usual fortnight's holiday, the 
desirability of employing the present staff of teachers for another month be suggested to the 
Board. As it will be seen by the report of the meeting of the Board held this morning, the 
suggestion has not been adopted 
21st June 1881 The Blenheim School Committee, through their Chairman, recommended the 
appointment of Mr Lucas to the head mastership, Miss Harding to the head mistress-ship, and 
Mr Burnham to the assistant masters ship. On Mr Conolly's motion it was resolved that the 
Committee's recommendations be adopted The Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee 
wrote stating that at the Special meeting held the previous evening it had been decided to 
request the Board to engage the present teaching staff for another month in order to prevent the 
closing of the school for over a month. Mr Conolly thought that if the Committee were desirous 
of beeping the school open they might easily do so by requesting the new head-mistress and 
assistant master to enter upon their duties at an early date in July, as it appeared that the only 
teacher who had any difficulty in coming to Blenheim at once was Mr Lucas He did not 
approve of the Committee's request to engage the present teaching staff for another month and 
for saw that if the Board were to take that course it might lead to complications. Mr Sinclair 
took a similar view of the application to that expressed by the preceding speaker and moved 
that the suggestion of the Committee be not adopted. Mr Conolly seconded the motion which 
was carried, The Committee also requested the Board to advertise for pupil teachers. It was 
resolved to advertise applications for such appointments. The salaries of the teachers whose 
engagements terminate at the end of the present month, were passed for payment. 
2nd August 1881 A deputation of the Blenheim School Committee, consisting of Messrs 
Dodson (Chairman), Hustwick, Parker, Litchfield, and Terry, waited on the Board to ask it to 
reconsider the question of the appointment of a male pupil teacher to the school. The 
attendance at the school was more than had been anticipated, 
and by a count made that morning, was 300. In Mr Burnham’s school, where the pupil teacher 
was needed, the attendance was 72, and therefore it was necessary to have a pupil teacher able 
to fulfil the requirements of the position. The Committee had great sympathy with the boy 
Wither, but they were of opinion that to put him as a pupil teacher would not conduce to his 
future welfare. If the Board would reconsider their decision, and give the school Charles Bary, 
the Renwick pupil teacher, it would greatly benefit the school. He would refer the Board to 
Regulation 3, attached to the Education Act, which said that no one was eligible for the 
position of pupil teacher who had any bodily defect or infirmity, detrimental to usefulness or 
efficiency as a teacher. The matter had been strongly represented to the Committee by the 
teachers, and he urged the Board to take action.  
Mr Ward did not see that the loss of a right arm was detrimental to usefulness or efficiency as a 
teacher.  
Mr Hustwick felt that however, much sympathy might be expressed for the lad, that was no 
reason why the exigencies of the public should be sacrificed, or why the efficiency of the 
school should be impaired.  
Mr Parker asked what recommendation the committee had to make about the salary of Charles 
Bary.  
Mr Dodson said the Committee had been quite prepared to guarantee the extra salary out of 
their own private pockets, but it had been pointed out to them that the Board should properly 
place the school in an efficient state by giving it efficient teachers. During the month of July 
the Board had saved some £50 or more in salaries, at the Borough Schools. He urged the Board 



to act on the Committee's proposal. They were there not for charitable purposes, but to do the 
best for the school, of which they were entrusted with the care. 
Mr Parker thought that a person who had no right arm was better capable of teaching than one 
with his right arm.  
Mr Hustwick suggested that the loss of an eye might he a further improvement in Mr Parker's 
opinion (laughter). The Committee then withdrew.  
Mr Sinclair moved that an exchange of pupil teachers he made between Blenheim and 
Renwick. He considered that if the lad Withey were sent to Blenheim (Renwick?) it would give 
him a fairer opportunity of showing his capabilities, as he would have to teach children of the 
lowest standard, whereas, if he remained in the Borough Schools, he would have to attend to 
children in Standards 11. and III. If, of course, the Renwick people objected to take the lad, 
then it would be for the Board to re-consider the position.  
Mr Henderson could not go quite in the line 'Mr Sinclair had taken. The Board had to deal with 
the question as to whether the boy Withey should be forced into the school against the 
Committee's wish or not. As he read the Act he certainly thought it was beyond the Board's 
power to appoint a boy so maimed as a pupil teacher. Anyone that had to be about amongst 
children had need to use both hands. If the loss of an arm did not exclude a boy under the 
regulations he would like to know what did In the English Act he found that the loss of an arm 
was a positive disqualification for the office of pupil teacher. The position was a little 
awkward, he confessed, and he moved as an amendment that Mr Sinclair's motion be put only 
so far as it referred to action being taken on the recommendation of the Blenheim School 
Committee .  
In reply to a question, it was stated that the Board, if they dispensed with John Withey’s  
service, would have to pay him three months' salary. Mr Ward did not approve of the idea of 
sending the boy Withey to Renwick in place of Charles Bary.  
Mr Henderson asked Mr Ward to put on interpretation on the regulation concerning what 
would be detrimental to usefulness. Mr Ward said he was not called upon to answer that 
question, but the loss of a hand was not. The lad had not even been tried.  
Mr Henderson said the teachers did not know how to get on with him. Mr Parker supported the 
original motion, as it appeared the Committee would not allow him to get into the school. 
Withey would have to teach boys in Standards 11. and 111. in Blenheim, but in Renwick would 
have only to teach infants in Standard I. Mr Sinclair said that if the Board persisted in throwing 
the boy Withey on Blenheim, it really would be doing him an injury. At Renwick his work 
would be very different, and doing this under Mr Tissiman's able tuition, at the end of the year 
he might become an efficient teacher. In Standard II he would necessarily have to teach 
writing, and do a great deal of blackboard work.  
Mr Ward had said he had known a teacher without an arm, but he would point out that such a 
man, whilst he might make a very good professor at a University, would nevertheless not be a 
good enough teacher for Blenheim.  
He might mention that he was not going to run for the House at the next election, so was not 
afraid of the people at Renwicktown. Mr Ward thought a great injustice had been done the boy 
in giving him no trial. Mr Henderson pointed out that the Board had no right to make the 
appointment in the first place. Clearly the loss of au arm diminished a person's usefulness, and 
as such, rendered him ineligible for appointment.  
Mr Ward could not see the matter in that light. Mr Henderson thought that the Renwick School 
Committee should be consulted before action was taken. Mr Sinclair's motion was then put and 
carried.  
Several applications were received for the appointment of a female teacher at the 
Marlboroughtown school. They were directed to be referred to the Committee for their 
consideration 



5th August 1881 Charles Bary appointed as pupil teacher from Renwick School. There was a 
long series of articles about One armed john Withey going to Renwick from Blenheim. See 
Renwick School history 
 2nd September 1881 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The above met last evening. Present Messrs Dodson (chairman) Hustwick, Robinson, and 
Terry. The minutes of the previous meeting were real and confirmed. The Chairman stated that 
he had received an account from Messrs Earll and McKenzie for fuel, part of which was 
supplied during the term of office of the preceding committee. He noted that he was quite 
unable to pay this and other accounts, owing to the insufficiency of the grant made by the 
Board to the Committee.  
On the motion of Mr Terry, seconded by Mr Robinson, it was to resolved request the Board to 
augment the Committee's allowance to 6d per head on the average attendance in lieu of the 
present grant at the rate of 4d per head.   
The  following report was read from Mr Lucas, Head Master of the Borough Schools Borough 
Schools, Blenheim, September 1, 1881. To the Chairman of the Committee. Sir— l have the 
honor to forward to the Committee my report for the past month. School was opened on the 1st 
of August, with an attendance of 283. During the month the number has increased, and we have 
at present on the roll 365. The average attendance for the month in each division has been as 
follows  
Upper Boys' Average 42 No. on Roll 47  
Lower Boys' 62.5, 69  
Girls' Upper and Lower 66.5, 80  
Infant Department 130 169  
Grand total average 301- No. on Roll 365  
Satisfactory work is being done in all the divisions, with the exception of the Lower Infants'. 
This arises from the small number of teachers employed there, one mistress and two pupil-
teachers being too small a working staff for an average of 130 children, and which at times 
reaches 145. I would, therefore, recommend to the  Committee that another female pupil 
teacher be employed in the infant department.  
I have enclosed an invoice of stock required as text-books for the teachers. For the more 
complete working of the school, there are a few things required, as follows Two buckets, some 
bowls and towelling, and two pannikins.  
I should also recommend an alteration in the laying out of the play-ground, viz., the moving of 
the fence so as to divide the grounds equally, as by the present arrangement, the girls and boys 
have necessarily to be in and out of each other's ground but, as this alteration would specially 
have to be pointed out, I should be glad to go over the construction I have recommended at any 
time with any of the Committee. I have the honor to be, Sir, Your obedient servant, John P. 
Lucas.  
H. Dodson, Esq., Chairman of Committee, Blenheim.  
It was resolved to defer the consideration of Mr Lucas' application for a female pupil teacher 
for the Infants' school, and the question of the alteration of the play-ground, till a fuller meeting 
of the Committee.  
The Chairman was authorised to purchase the requisites for the schools applied for by Mr 
Lucas. The Committee then adjourned.  
6th September 1881 John Withey was given three months' notice it was resolved to increase the 
grant to the Blenheim School Committee from 4d to 6d. Marlborough Education Board 
meeting 
7th September 1881 A letter was received from Mr John Withey reporting that the. Chairman of 
the Renwick School Committee had  refused to accept his .son as a pupil, teacher, at the 



Renwick School. Mr A. Mills, Chairman of the Renwick School Committee, wrote as follows  
I have the honor to acknowledge recent of a letter from the Education Board, dated August 5th, 
informing ,the Committee that the Board had decided to remove pupil teacher Bary from the 
Renwick School to Blenheim, and pupil teacher Withey from Blenheim to. Renwick. The 
Committee feel that in. removing pupil-teacher Bary the Board. have done, the school a great 
injustice as he was fast becoming an efficient teacher., and would submit that this has been 
done in opposition to the spirit of the Education Act. The Committee feel  that they would not 
be doing their duty to the public were they to entertain the appointment of Mr Withey, and 
accordingly informed him that his services were not required 
Mr H. Dodson, Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, wrote as follows to the Board 
lam requested to bring under the notice of the Board the impossibility of the Blenheim School 
Committee carrying on the work of the school under the present allowance of 4d. After 
observing the strictest economy, purchasing nothing but absolute necessaries; the Committee is 
now about £27 in debt; some accounts being due for- a period .of three months. The 
Committee, think .that 6d is the best. sum it could manage .with, and that  this irate should be 
made to date back from the beginning of the present, financial year: If the Board wish it, the 
Committee will furnish an abstract of accounts up to date, that will at once show that this 
request is fair and reasonable. I have the pleasure .to report to the Board 'that after weeding out 
all children under the age of five years, there are now on the rolls 365, with a monthly average 
attendance of 301. 
The Secretary stated that the allowance to Blenheim the lowest to any school in :the province, 
the next being Picton, which received an allowance of 6d, After some discussion Mr Sinclair 
moved that the grant to the Blenheim School Committee be increased to 6d, the increase to 
hold good from the beginning of the present month. A motion to the same, effect had been 
moved a little while back and lost. Mr Fell voted against the motion on that occasion, and he 
regretted that he was not present at the Board that day to express his views on the subject. Mr 
Parker seconded the motion. He found that when the Committee were receiving 6d during Mr 
Fell's Chairmanship, they exceeded that amount. The. motion was put and carried 
9th September 1881 The Borough Schools.— A handsome American Organ, procured by 
members of the School Committee -has been placed in the  Borough Schools. The  organ is by 
Taylor and Farley and double knee swell The Treble stop feoline is particularly fine. The 
principal and sub-bass hare also beautiful tone and great power. The knee swells throw double 
power upon each stop; and hence produce a wonderful volume of sound for the size of the 
'organ, which' is in every respect a beautifully finished instrument. The School children 
propose eventually to purchase the instrument for themselves by meant! of entertainments, the 
first of which it is hoped may be given in a couple of months’ time.. 
27th September 1881 Blenheim Cadets. The Gazette notifies the Governor's acceptance of the 
resignation of Captain H. P. Macklin, of his commission as Captain of the Blenheim Rifle 
Cadet Volunteers. The resignation is dated September 15th. 
30th September 1881 Blenheim Borough Schools.— There was no formal meeting of the 
School Committee yesterday. The Head Master reports for the month just ended The work is 
progressing in all the departments satisfactorily, and the average attendance is an improvement 
upon that of last month, as will be seen from the detailed statement below Senior boys, on roll 
48, average 44 Junior boys, on roll 71, average 61 Girls upper and lower, on the roll 79, 
average 66; Infant department, on the roll 189, average 150. Total for the School, 137 (sic). 
Average daily attendance at the School for the past month, 322. 



8th November 1881 . BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE  The Committee of the Borough 
Schools met on Monday evening, when the members present were: —Messrs H. Dodson 
(chairman; Hustwick, Robinson, Litchfield and Terry. The Head Master's report on the schools 
for October was as follows Blenheim, November 7, 1881. Sir,— l have the honor to forward 
my usual report. Appended is the detailed list of average attendance and numbers on the roll for 
the past month 
On Roll. 49  
Upper Boys.. ..On roll 49 Average Attendance. 44.00  
Lower Boys.. ..73 65.7 
Upper & Lower Girls 79 64-0 
Infant Depart. Girls 100, 78.3  Boys 102, 83.0  
Total ..403  average 335-0  
For the more complete working of the school a clock is required in the upper boys' school 
room, and the repair of clocks in the lower boys' school room, and also in the girls' room, and a 
hand-bell for assembling the children at morning and afternoon recess. An addition to the 
present staff is much needed, as in the boys' department promotion for the ensuing year has 
been made, and an increase from the Infants now renders another male pupil teacher necessary. 
An assistant infant mistress is also most urgently needed, as a glance at average attendance of 
that room will show, the present staff being altogether inadequate for its present working and 
more especially as it is likely to increase. The attendance of the school as a whole is regular, 
and good work is being done in all divisions." It was resolved that the Board be requested to 
supply a clock for use in the Upper and Lower Boys' Schools, and that the Chairman purchase 
the hand bell applied for by Mr Lucas. With regard to the proposal for on additional male pupil 
teacher, it was resolved on the motion of Mr Terry, seconded by Mr Litchfield, that in view of 
the number of boys in Standards IV, V, and VI, having been increased by the result of the 
recent Inspector's examination from 49 last quarter, to 86 this, the Board be requested to 
appoint an additional male pupil teacher to the Schools. Before any step was taken concerning 
the recommendation for an Assistant Mistress to the Infant School, Mr Dodson said that the 
Committee should now do something to obtain Miss Macklin an increase of her salary as 
mistress of the Infant School. Her present salary was only £66 10s per annum, a very 
insufficient amount for good work. He had carefully watched the progress of the Infant School 
since the schools re-opened in August last, and was satisfied that Miss Macklin was doing her 
best in the school. The salary of the other Miss Macklin, the Assistant Mistress in the Girls’ 
School, was also very low £54 and he thought should receive some increase. After a short 
discussion, it was resolved on the motion of Mr Dodson, seconded by Mr Terry, that the Board 
be requested to increase Miss Macklin’s salary to £85 per annum, and that of Miss Kate 
Macklin to £60 per annum. Mr Dodson then proceeded to deal with the application for an 
Assistant Mistress at the Infant School. He pointed out that under the scale of teaching staff for 
the schools, an Infant Mistress and two female pupil teachers were set off to teach an average 
attendance of 130 children. Since the new teachers had been appointed, this department, in 
common with the other sections of the school, had undergone a large increase in the number of 
pupils, and no less than 204 infants were now on the roll, whilst the average daily attendance 
wat 161. It was resolved, on his motion, that in view of the large increase in the Infant 
Department, and the necessity for additional teaching power, the Board be requested to appoint 
an Assistant Mistress, at a salary of £60  per annum. On the motion of Mr Hustwick, the 
Chairman was desired to wait on the Education Board, and request them to allow the 



Committee to make temporary appointment of a male pupil teacher, such appointment to last 
until a permanent appointment is made. It was resolved on the motion of Mr Dodson, that the 
attention of the Board be drawn to the insufficiency of the accommodation in the Infant School. 
10th November 1881 Mr Dodson, Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, wrote 
conveying the recommendations, to be found in the report of the proceedings at the Committee 
meeting last evening. Mr Dodson, who was in attendance at the Board, stated that the 
recommendations ,made by the Committee, were made with a view to allowing the Board to 
have a month or even two months to consider the additions to the teaching staff and to consult 
the Inspector. He was deputed to wait' on the Board re the appointment of a pupil-teacher 
temporarily by the Committee. No boys as far as they knew were .leaving the upper division of 
the school, which was now increased by the result of the recent examination and now by pupils 
from 49 pupils to 80. He asked the Board to allow the Committee to arrange with one of the 
boys in the school pending the appointment of a permanent pupil-teacher by the Board. It for 
the head-master alone to manage these 86 children in Standards IV, V, VI. He would also say 
that yesterday .there were over 200 children in the Infant School. The Committee did not wish 
the Board to adopt their recommendations at once but to take a month to consider them. What 
the Committee would like disposed of was the appointment of a pupil-teacher.  
Mr Ward could not see what good it would be to make any appointment for the five weeks 
elapsing before the holidays. Mr Fell did not see why Mr Burnham should not be sent to take 
charge of the IV Standard. Mr Dodson replied that such an arrangement was not possible. Mr 
Paul would like to see a .pupil teacher appointed. It was evident that the head master could not 
manage 86 boys. On a motion. being put to treat the application for a pupil teacher as a matter 
of urgency, Mr Ward being the only dissentient, the motion was declared to be carried.  
Mr Henderson moved that with the sanction of the Committee, Mr Lucas be authorised, as 
soon. as the attendance in his school exceeds 60 to employ a pupil teacher to assist him, at a 
salary at the rate of  20 per annum, the appointment to last until the end of the term. Mr Paul 
seconded the motion. Mr Fell did not see the necessity for the pupil teacher. The Board was 
being forced into an unfair position by the Committee persisting in organising the school as at 
present. If they allowed Mr.  Burnham to take the 4th Standard the whole difficulty would be 
met Mr Henderson afterwards withdrew the motion,  and moved, that Committee be Informed 
'that their letter will be taken into  consideration and suggest that they arrange matters re 
classes without another teacher, until the Board has had time to consider the matter. Mr 
'Henderson's motion was carried, and he gave notice to take the committee’s recommendations 
into consideration at next meeting. It was resolved to supply a clock to the Upper Boys School 
Room 
21st November 1881 We have already had two matches of the season, but the game Borough 
Schools versus  Picton Juvenile Club played on Seymour Square on Saturday. Last was beyond 
all doubt the event- to which that title.is best due. The Blenheim boys went first to the wickets 
and had made 32 when the last wicket fell, Picton followed and put 57 for its innings. An 
adjournment was then made to the school where a capital luncheon awaited the boys, their 
comrades and. a number of. guests. It is estimated' that filly 90 persons young and old sat down 
to the repast, which comprised a superabundance of good things. For this great credit is due to 
a number of ladies who had spared themselves no trouble to cater for the enjoyment of the 
boys.  
Captain  Allan of the Picton Juveniles briefly responded, and Master Hyde sang a song for 
which he received a deserved amount of applause. 



On the conclusion of the meal, Gillespie, of the Borough Schools Eleven, rose, and said I have 
a pleasing duty to perform viz., to propose the health of our visitors coupled with the name of 
Captain  Allen. We have looked forward to this match with much interest and so far as the 
game has gone it has been a most enjoyable one. We hope that our Picton friends have enjoyed 
their outing, and that to-day's match ;may be but the commencement to a  series of others. If 
unsuccessful we trust that in the return match we may be the conquerors, and wish our 
opponents success in all contests, other than against ourselves. Hoping that our visitors will 
have an enjoyable journey home, and a pleasant remembrance of to-day's match, we will now 
drink to the toast of our visitors, coupled with the name of Captain Allan.  
Fred Hustwick, then rising, said The toast I have now to propose is one which I am sure you 
will all drink most enthusiastically. It is that of the ladies. You can scarcely imagine, 
gentlemen, the load that was taken off our minds, when the ladies so kindly gave us their 
valuable and unexpected help, and took the management of affairs into, their own hands. We 
boys are proud of the Blenheim ladies, and the best wish we, can give our visitors is, that we 
hope the ladies' of Picton are as kind, and take as much interest in them as the Blenheim ladies 
do in us. Again, say we are. proud ;of the Blenheim ladies, and we hope they will continue to 
show the good feeling that they have displayed to-day. Gentlemen— Here's to the health of the 
Ladies of Blenheim (loud applause).  
Mr Tissiman proposed Mr Lucas and the other Teachers of the Blenheim Borough Schools Mr 
Lucas responding   
At the close of the speechifying an  adjournment was made to Seymour Square, when the 
second innings were entered upon, Blenheim making 58 and Picton 36, the honor of the game 
thus falling to the latter by one wicket and one run.  
6th December 1881 THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
The following are the reports made by Mr Hodgson on some of the .Marlborough Schools The 
Borough Schools have been re-organised, and an almost entire change has. been made in the 
personnel of the teaching staff within the last three months. It would serve no useful purpose 
to. recapitulate the well-known causes which during the, past year have militated against the 
success of these schools. It will suffice if I give; briefly the result of my examination, which 
may fairly be taken as the point of departure for the new staff whose energies have, so far, been  
almost exclusively devoted to the task of remodelling the several departments. Although the 
time has been too short to admit of any striking results being produced, I can testify to the 
improved. tone and bearing of the scholars, and to their great interest in their work. The good 
accord that evidently prevails among the teachers in every division gives fair promise for the 
future success of the Borough Schools.  
1. BLENHEIM  Boys. (Upper), Mr: Lucas, Headmaster Present, 46; On the roll, 49.' The boys-
read fairly, and acquitted themselves creditably in Geography and History; but a large 
proportion failed in Arithmetic and Spelling, while the deficiency in knowledge of 'grammar 
was so general that I was compelled to reject, more than half of those presented. The teaching 
of vocal music has been introduced with marked success.  
2. Blenheim Boys (Lower), Mr Burnham, J. Bary, pupil teacher present, 69; on roll, 73. >Here, 
as in the upper division, the weak points were arithmetic and spelling. 20 boys failed in the 
former, 14 in the latter subject, nor were the reading and writing by any means so good as they 
ought to have been. The upper class did fairly well in Geography and History, much to the 
credit of their new, master,: who has taught them all that they know of their new subject, at 
least, during the last three months.  
3. Blenheim Girls.— Miss Harding, Assistant^ Mistress Kate Macklin present, 70, on roll, 79. 
The lower classes did much better, than the upper classes this year. The 18 girls who tried the 



2nd Standard. passed very.. creditably in every subject, their reading and arithmetic being 
particularly good, all but four succeeded with standard III. The weak point being spelling. The 
upper classes, with a few exceptions were deficient in arithmetic. Many failed also in letter 
writing. The reading, geography and. history were of fair quality  
4. Blenheim Juniors.— Miss Macklin and two pupil teachers; present 167, on roll 205. A 
marked improvement has taken place here, the draft fir for promotion  the Upper School, being 
twice as numerous as it was in 1880. "'The greatest advance has been made in arithmetic in 
which none failed. The teaching power: seems to me however, insufficient for the proper 
instruction and control of the largely increasing numbers. The gallery is also so overcrowded 
that the task of teaching effectively the younger scholars is almost hopeless.  
The addition .of a competent assistant, to this' school, and of a second pupil teacher in the Boys 
School would not only 'make the staff complete, but would give a reserve of teaching power 
sufficient to deal easily, with the still further increase of numbers that may be looked for 
17th December 1881 JUVENILE CONCERT.  
4'/J; Blenheim tried last evening to be present at the Juvenile Concert, given by the pupils of 
the Blenheim Borough School, in Ewart's Hall. When we say tried, we do be advisably, for, 
long before the time for the curtain to rise, fully 300 persons were unable to gain) admission 
The Hall itself presented  a most animated appearance. Extra forms and sitting accommodation  
were brought in, until every available space in the room was occupied, and some of those who 
had been busy in endeavouring to find places for everyone were compelled to station 
themselves either on the platform or behind the wings, to avoid being precluded from the 
enjoyment of a genuine treat.  At 8 o’clock to the  minute Mr Lucas took his seat at the piano, 
and the curtain rose upon a scene. that few present will really forget Over 100 children were 
seated in tiers one above the other on the platform, and their happy faces at once inspired the 
audience with a good humor that never left .them all the evening. The programme was as 
follows  
FIRST PART 
Chorus, Come, Brothers, tune the lay"  
Song, "Up with the lark in the morning" Master G. Hyde.  
Song, The vacant chair" Miss G. Basset 
Song, Dutchman's dog" Master F. Craig  
Duet, Happy Policeman" Miss Carter and Master F. Aston Song,  
Somebody's courting somebody" Miss M. Normanby  
Song, Hen convention" Master W. Matthews  
Song, Come, birdie, come" Miss H. McElwain  
Song, "Lady of the Lea" Miss Turner  
Duet, "Fanny Gray". Miss K. Basset and Master A. Aston  
Song, "Round goes the world" Master W. Griffiths  
Song, "Young lady's No! Miss Carter  
Song, Blushing Young Beauty" Master A. Aston  
Song, Watching for pa" Miss L. Falconer  
Duet, Very suspicious" Miss Turner and Master G. Hyde  
SECOND PART.  
Chorus, “Cold the blast may blow"  
Song, The big sunflower". Master A. Watson  
Song; “Won't you buy my pretty flowers?” Miss A., Turner  
Duet, “Love and Pride" Miss E. Wemyss and Master Carter  
Song, “Far Away" Miss E. Robinson  
Song, Doctor Quack" Master H. Miller  
Duet, “Cat-and-dog Life" Miss K. Basset and Master A. Watson  



Song, “Maggie by my side" Master C. Hodson  
Song, “Brown eyes" Miss K. McElwain  
Song, “Nancy Lee" Master G Carter  
Chorus, “Gendarmes" Boys  
Song, “Whip-poor-will" Miss E. Wemyss  
Song, Toast and water" Master F. Aston  
Quartette (comic), Misses Carter and Turner and Masters Miller and Aston  
To attempt to single out any particular children when all acquitted themselves with such 
earnestness and so well, would be thought somewhat invidious. Still we cannot pass over the 
programme without briefly alluding, to one or two of the performers who struck us as having 
displayed especial ability. The opening chorus Come, Brothers, tune the lay," was admirable, 
and the same may apply to all the chorus staging, which was undoubtedly one of the best 
features of the entertainment. Amongst the soloists we were especially pleased with 
Mesdemoiselles Turner, Carter, McElwain, E, Wemyss, and L. Falconer, and Masters A. and F. 
Aston, G. Carter, C Hodson, and A, Watson. Master G. Hyde sang "Up with the Lark in the 
morning with good effect. Master F. Craig gave a capital rendering of The Dutchman's Dog." 
Miss M, Normanby sang the first verse of "Somebody's Courting Somebody." very prettily, 
.bat before she was able to commence the second verse, and recover from her slight 
nervousness at the offset, the staging on which the chorus children' were seated came down. 
Miss G. Bassett sang The Vacant Chair" very prettily, and considering that she was the first girl 
soloist to face the audience, always a nervous task, did very well. "Round goes the World," by 
Master W. Griffiths, was fearlessly and well (given, as was the Hen Convention" by Master W. 
Matthews. A pretty little song by a pretty little girl was Watching for Pa" by Miss L, Falconer. 
The concluding verses of Won't you buy my pretty flowers" were nicely sung by Miss A. 
Turner, but owing to her apparent nervousness her rendering was not so good as we have heard 
from her at rehearsals. One of the most successful songs of the evening was "Doctor Quack," 
by Master H. Miller, in character and he fairly brought the house down. Of the tint four duets 
we cannot speak, in too' high praise. The singing and acting was very good. We can say this of 
Miss Carter and Master F. Aston in the "Happy Policeman", and of all the others. Miss E. 
Bassett was inimitable in the duels "Fanny Gray" and "Cat and dog life and Master Carter the 
same in Love and Pride" The concluding quartette (comic) by Misses Carter and Turner and 
Masters Miller and Aston was capital. We hive almost omitted to mention one of the great 
events of the evening The Gendarmes." We may add that we have rarely heard a little girl sing 
so really well as Miss K. McElwain  did in the two solos allotted to her. She has a rich natural 
voice  which she uses with telling effect. We would like to say more but our vocabulary of 
praises is nearly exhausted, and exhausted, too, in what we sincerely feel to have been 
deserved. Whilst, however, we congratulate the pupils of the Schools on the great success that 
has attended their first appearance in public, we must not forget to give credit to the one 'person 
to whom the greatest, if not the whole credit is due. We refer to Mr Lucas, whose efforts for the 
proper vocal training of the children have been unceasing ever since his arrival in the district. 
Having taken over a thoroughly disorganised school in August last, he has been able not only 
to lick it into shape, but has also shown his all-absorbing interest in his pupils by devoting, day 
after day, much of his leisure time after school hours, in gathering his pupils round him nod 
imparting to them a musical education superior, we will venture to say, to that possessed by 
any similar number of children in any one school in the Colony. On the score of results— not 
mere professions —he has earned the hearty thanks of the parents and the community as a 
whole.  
The only incident which occurred to mar the enjoyment of the evening was one which, though 
it might have been attended with the most serious consequences, fortunately was productive of 
nothing worse than a scare and a temporary suspension of the performance. As we have already 



stated the chorus children, one hundred in number, were seated in tiers on a staging specially 
erected at the back of the stage. Whilst the first verse of the sixth item on the programme was 
being sung, it became manifest to those about the wings that something was wrong with the 
construction, and before they had time to ascertain what was the matter, the whole staging 
collapsed. The scene in the hall at this juncture was indescribable. Several persons screamed, 
and two ladies fainted, whilst the deepest anxiety was portrayed on the countenances of all. On 
the platform lay a mass of children, and it was feared that many of them were seriously injured. 
Many willing hands were soon at work extricating the young people, and it being seen that, by 
little short of a miracle, no one was hurt, Mr Dodson stepped to the front of the platform and 
conveyed the relieving information to the audience- "No one is hurt." The announcement was 
received with three hearty cheers, the drop scene was lowered, and everyone resumed their 
seats. The complete immunity from injury is greatly to be ascribed to the fact that the staging 
made a complete collapse, so to speak, at right angles to its supports. Had the construction, on 
the contrary, moved in falling in any other direction, There can be no doubt that many o£ the 
children  would have had broken  limbs.. Immediately on the curtain falling the debris was 
rapidly  removed, and. in less than ten minutes the  children took their proper places, standing, 
however, instead of sitting, und the performance was resumed amidst great applause.  
The concert was a most pronounced success throughout, and, speaking with a pretty wide 
experience of similar entertainments, we never remember having witnessed one that was better 
appreciated by its audience. At the close of the entertainment Mr Dobson, on behalf of Mr. 
Lucas announced, in consequence of numerous requests, and the inability of many persons to 
gain admission to the hall, that the concert would be repeated on Monday evening next. This 
announcement was loudly applauded, and we have no doubt that a bumper house will again fill, 
Ewart's Hall. We are informed that the gross proceeds of the concert exceed £37, and certainly 
we never saw the room more crowded. Part of the proceeds of the concert on Monday evening 
next, will, we understand, be employed for the purpose of giving the children a grand breaking-
up picnic, to be held about Thursday next. 

1882 
1882 33 Blenheim Boys' Upper Lucas John P Head Master  £    264.00  
1882 79 Blenheim Boys' Lower Burnham Arthur  Assistant Master  £    162.00  
1882 67 Blenheim Girls Harding Elizabeth J  Head Female  £    143.00  

1882 142 Blenheim  Infants  Macklin Anne Assistant Female  £       85.00  

1882 67 Blenheim Girls Macklin Kate Assistant Female  £       85.00  

1882 79 Blenheim Boys' Lower Bary Charles Assistant Master  £       75.00  

1882 142 Blenheim  Infants  Lucas Maud Assistant Female  £       55.00  

1882 142 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley Mary Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1882 142 Blenheim  Infants  Bary Mary Female Probationer  £       18.00  

1882 142 Blenheim  Infants  Stratford Edith Female Probationer  £       18.00  

John Pearson Lucas was born in 1851 in Cardiff to John Lucas, at the time a Draper and 
Rebecca nee Smith (seemingly his second wife.) The family immigrated to Australia in 
1852/53 and settled in Victoria. Either he or his father was running a school in Daylesford 
in the mid 1870's, some time here he was certified as a teacher and took roles in Victoria 
he was teaching himself in Daylesford in 1879. He was appointed teacher at Merino in 
1879 but never took the role due to corruption from the minister. He travelled to NZ in 
1880 where he was appointed head teacher at Southbridge District School. He remained 
here until 1881 when he was appointed Headmaster at Blenheim Boys (senior) and later 
Head Teacher of Blenheim School. He married in 1883 he married Janet Bruce Ferguson, 



daughter of the previous Southbridge teacher, they would have 4 children. Lucas remained 
in this role until 1893 when he fell ill, suffering from degeneration of his blood vessels, he 
would die the following year aged just 42. http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-
bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=EG18940428.2.7&srpos=5&e=-------100--1----
2john+pearson+lucas-- Here is his obituary, published in the Ellesmere paper. 
At least three of John Pearson's siblings would have a connection with New Zealand: 
Lilian Lucas's birth has not been found, it may not have been registered. She was 
appointed head teacher of Marlboroughtown in 1881, presumably with influence from her 
brother. However she was still in Victoria at the time and said she would be unable to 
come over immediately. Her sister, Maude, would fill in until February 1882, when Lilian 
resigned, having (as far as we know) never taught at the school. She presumably remained 
in Victoria, although no death or marriage has been found, nor does it appear as if she took 
another teaching job. 
His sister Maude Alice was born in 1864, in Yanyarrie, Victoria. She came over to 
Marlborough some time before 1881 when she filled in for her sister for a short while. She 
next took a role as an assistant to Mrs Harding, the girls head, at Blenheim School, where 
her father was overall Head. She filled this role until 1886, but it appears as if her 
occupying this role was largely due to nepotism, from her brother, as she seems to have 
been very poor. She resigned in early 1887 and subsequently disappeared, she may have 
returned to Australia or married/eloped but there are no references to her at all, that I can 
find. 
His younger brother Theophilus Augustine Lucas would also come to NZ, he graduated as a 
Solicitor and would marry a daughter of the chief surveyor for Marlborough. 

4th January 1882 On Mr Henderson's motion it was resolved to accede to the Blenheim School 
Committee's request to hold the householders' meeting at Blenheim, at 7 p.m., in the 
Courthouse. 
The recommendations of the Blenheim School Committee for the appointment of a male pupil 
teacher in the Boys' School, and an assistant mistress in the Infant School, and also for 
increases in the salaries of the Misses Macklin were taken into consideration. Mr Henderson 
said he felt regret to have to go contrary to the School Committee. He thought they had been 
rash in recommending appointments. He thought there were sufficient teachers for the number 
of. pupils in the Blenheim schools. There were two adult teachers in the Boys' and Girls' and 
Infants' schools. An adult teacher could teach 50 pupils, and in our schools, should he thought 
teach up to 60. So that in the Borough Schools the adults could teach 300 children, which, with 
the addition of three pupil teachers gave a, staff sufficient for 390 pupils. In the Girl's School 
there were only enough children for one teacher. The attendance was 64, to whom there were 
two teachers, or a staff that could teach 120 children. We did not want an assistant mistress in 
the Infant School the average at entrance for the last quarter was only 148; 30 had passed, 
leaving about 120. The Blenheim school was not deficient in teaching power, and it was clearly 
the Committee’s business to arrange matters. It was open for them to put some of the infants 
into the Girls' School. The increase in the school during the year was only 43, not so enormous 
as he was inclined to think at first. He moved "That the Board, having fully considered the 
Committee's application for additional teaching assistance, find it cannot accede to the request, 
finding that the staff is sufficient for the present." Mr Fell seconded. He did not agree" with the 



last speaker in the number 'of children a teacher ought to take.' die thought with proper 
organisation the matter could be arranged. Mr Sinclair would vote against the motion. Many of 
the figures quoted by the mover were not correct. The attendance in October in the Infants' 
School was 161 according to the Master's report, The staff should be made to teach the greatest 
number of children, not the least He could not help thinking that had the notion been brought 
forward a month ago, it would have been of a different nature. They knew the saying, 
circumstances alter cases. (Mr Henderson here rose, and stated he objected to insinuations.) 
Mr. Sinclair stated he was not insinuating, it was manifest that Mr Henderson's views had 
undergone a change during the past few months. However, the matter would come up at the 
Householders meeting,  
Mr Parker said that the present teaching staff would seem to be sufficient according to the old 
scale. 
The motion was then put and carried, only Mr. Sinclair voting against it. Mr Henderson said 
the next point was the increase of Miss Macklin's salary, as Mistress of the infant school, from 
£70 to £85, and Miss Kate –Macklin’s. salary from £50 to £00. He would propose that Miss 
Macklin’s salary be increased to £75, which would be very fair remuneration for her work-'She 
did not hold a certificate. 
Mr Fell seconded the notion.  
Mr Parker moved an amendment  that the request of the Blenheim School Committee to 
increase Miss Macklin’s salary to £85 be acceded to. Mr Sinclair seconded.  The Head Mistress 
of the Infant School was in a responsible position, and should be paid accordingly. A teacher in 
Picton occupying n similar position received £99 per annum. He regretted that Mr Henderson 
could not help sneering at Miss Macklin’s  lack of a certificate, a fact of which they did not 
want  to be reminded, and which was probably more her misfortune than her fault. He hoped 
Mr Fell would not vote against the amendment. The amendment was then put and carried Mr 
Henderson being the only dissentient.  
On the subject of Miss K, Macklin’s salary Mr Henderson said there could be no question 
there., as there could be no  reason why her salary should be increased, she having work to 
perform under exceedingly easy circumstances. He moved that the Board cannot agree ,with 
the' proposed increase in her salary from £54 to £60 
No seconder being forthcoming, the motion fell through. 
 Mr Sinclair moved that the Committee’s request be acceded to, Miss K Macklin  had done 
very good work this year, and her salary was very low..  
Mr Fell seconded the motion.  
The motion was put and carried. Mr. Henderson thought that the request for additional 
accommodation in the Infant School! should be postponed till next month The suggestion was 
agreed. Mr Henderson moved that the salary o£ the Head Teacher of the Borough Schools he 
increased from £240 to £260 a year.  
Mr Fell asked why Mr Henderson did not asked for an increase for the second master, who 
only got £140 per annum The Chairman' asks anyone would second the motion 
 Mr Sinclair said He would do so if. the second master was substituted for the first, and the 
amount altered. The motion lapsed  for want of a seconder.  
16th January 1882 The Nelson Scholarship We learn that Master Horace Douslin, of the 
Blenheim Borough Schools, has carried off the Nelson Scholarship, the competition for which 
was held last week, Master Dobson, of the same school, was second boy, and Master Price, of 
Havelock, third. We congratulate Master Douslin 



21st January 1882 The report of the Blenheim School Committee is now before the 
householders, and will afford them ample food for reflection until Monday evening next, when 
the election of the new Committee will take place. The report we will allow to speak for itself, 
but we think that a brief sketch of the proceedings of the outgoing Committee during the past 
year will not only prove interesting, but will also go far to show that its members were not 
inactive. The Committee, it will be remembered, was called into existence at one of the largest 
public meetings ever held in this district and of the seven persons returned,, five, were pledged 
to effect what is vulgarly termed a clean sweep of the teaching staff of the schools. Within a 
week of the election the Committee met, and resolutions were unanimously passed 
recommending the dismissal of the three male teachers. Another resolution requesting the 
removal of the head mistress and  pupil teacher in the Infants' School was carried on a division 
of four to three but a fourth motion, having for its object the removal of the mistresses of the 
Girls' School, was lost, three members voting for it, and four against. At the same meeting it 
was decided to throw open the Committee's proceedings to the Press, an innovation to which 
the preceding Committee had refused its consent. The recommendations came up in duo course 
before the Board, but this body, which had already, on several previous occasions evinced its 
hostility to the reform of the schools, sent them back, requesting reasons. The Committee 
complied with the request of the Board by drafting two sets of reasons, the first being general, 
and the second showing from the Inspector's figures that the schools were in a remarkably 
backward state, as compared with other schools in the Province. The Board received the 
reasons and declared them insufficient, but finally dismissed Mr Macklin and the other teachers 
on the rather remarkable ground that they couldn't remove the Committee, so they would 
remove the teachers. Taking advantage of the opportunity thus afforded, the Committee set 
about the re-organisation, of the Schools, and, after considering various proposals, it was 
decided that the boys and girls above Standard I. should he taught in distinctly separate 
schools. Though there are a few advocates amongst us of mixed schools, wo think that the 
separation of the two sexes of pupils has met with general approval. The selection of the new 
teachers and pupil teachers followed, and we think that the community has reason to be 
satisfied with the appointments made. On August 1st last the Schools re-opened with the new 
teaching staff, and in the four months which have since elapsed the number of children 
attending has gone up from 361 in June to 413, whilst- the average (daily attendance has 
increased from 262 to 333. In the matter of finance the Committee,, considering that it was left 
a deficit by its predecessors, and that the Board had reduced the grant to an amount which 
barely exceeded the cost of clearing the school has done very well. Many matters of minor 
importance have been dealt with during the year, but their recapitulation here would be of little 
interest, nor do we think that we_ need add any word of praise for the excellent work 
accomplished by the outgoing Committee. We trust however, that the householders will show, 
by their attendance at the Court House on Monday evening next, that their interest in school 
matters is no' less great than it was last year, and that they will return men who have shown, by 
then action in the past, that they have the welfare of the schools at heart.  
21st January 1882 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The  Blenheim School Committee met or Friday afternoon, when all the members were 
present. The minutes of the  preceding meeting were read and confirmed. The sub-committee 
appointed at tin previous meeting to draft the Annual report, submitted the following to the 
Committee Blenheim Borough School. Committee Annual Report. The Borough School 
Committee have the honor to report as follows  
Upon assumption of office in January last the Committee found the schools in a very 
disorganised and unsatisfactory state, and one of its first actions was to endorse the 
recommendation made by the  late Committee, that the  Headmaster be dismissed, and to 
further recommend the dismissal of the remainder of the teaching staff, with the exception of 



Miss Macklin and Miss Kate Macklin. After enquiring the reasons the Board acceded to this 
recommendation, and on August 1st the  schools, which had then been closed for five weeks, 
were re-opened under the present teaching staff.  
The Committee believe the schools to be in a fairly satisfactory state.  
The Committee regret that the Head Master has not had time to exercise an active supervision 
over the other schools, his time being fully occupied with his own classes, and, to remedy this, 
the Committee in October last asked the Board to allow him a pupil teacher but the Board 
refused this reasonable request.  
The Committee discontinued the purchase of books, slates, &c., for sale to pupils, but continue 
to supply pens and ink and also books, for teachers' aid.  
The Committee must congratulate the Head Master upon the success which has attended his 
teaching of vocal music, enabling him, with  the assistance of the children, to give two 
concerts, the proceeds of which were devoted to the purchase of a harmonium for the use of the 
school. "The Committee have by rotation made frequent visits to the school, and are satisfied 
with the present organisation, discipline, and mode of teaching. The staff work harmoniously, 
and the number of pupils  has increased there are now on the books 413, with an average 
attendance of 333 for the past quarter, as against, on the 30th June, 1881, on the books 361, 
average attendance 262. 
The Balance Sheet presented at the last annual meeting showed a credit of £13 3s 3d, but no 
notice appears to have been taken of existing liabilities amounting to £25 10s 6d, or an actual 
debit balance of £12 12s 3d. Added to this the Board increased the Committee's financial 
trouble by reducing the grant from 6d to 4d per pupil per month. The Committee complaining 
of this treatment, received from the Board a special grant  to pay the debts of the previous 
Committee, and iv October increased the grant, to Cd. This amount the Committee deem 
sufficient for ordinary expenses, but for the first eight months at 4d it only reached £36 5s 3d, 
an amount totally inadequate to pay current expenses." "The Committee have observed the 
closest economy, but are compelled to hand down to their successors a debit balance of £11 18s 
6d.   
The Chairman laid the Balance Sheet for the year on the table.  
It was resolved that the Report and Balance Sheet be adopted.  
Letters wore received from Messrs J. B. Green, W. Parker, and J. Ward, conveying their 
respective permissions to be nominated  as candidates for the approaching vacancies at the 
Education Board.  
Mr Terry moved that the Committee nominate Messrs W. Parker and J B. Green.  
Mr Griffiths moved that the Committee nominate Mr J. Ward.  
Some discussion followed as to whether the voting should be open or by ballot. Finally, on the 
motion of Mr Robinson, it was decided that the voting should be open.  
The vote being taken resulted as follows For Messrs Ward and Parker: (Messrs  Griffiths, 
Robinson and Litchfield. For  Messrs Green nod Parker (Messrs Dodson,  Hustwick, E. Parker, 
and Terrys). Messrs Green and Parker were accordingly declared duly nominated. 
There being no other business, Mr Terry said he would like to bring a matter to the notice of 
the Committee. Last year owing to the death of one of the Marlborough scholars before his 
term had expired, the  Education Board had decided to throw the Scholarship for the  remaining 
year open to competition. At the examination which followed the Scholarship was carried off 
by a Borough School boy named Tindill the year of that .Scholarship has now expired, and the 
lad was compelled to leave Nelson College just at the very time when he was commencing to 
derive the most benefit from his new course of study. This was greatly to be  regretted, and he 
trusted, the Committee would assist him in bringing, the matter to the attention of the 
Education Board. Whilst at Nelson College Tindill had done what he believed no other 
Marlborough scholar had done before, namely, taken one of the College Scholarships, of the 



value of £12 10s. and Mr Fearnley, the Head Master, writing of him said, he was a well-
educated boy, and a very earnest student, and that he would be sorry to lose him." The lad was 
most anxious to atop at the College for another year, and his father was quite willing to 
contribute one-half the College charges, i.e., £20, if the Board would contribute the other. He 
pointed out that had Tindill not taken the one-year Scholarship last year, it was highly probable 
he would have carried off the two-year Scholarship this year. All the members of the 
Committee having expressed themselves as favorable to the proposal, it was resolved on Mr 
Terry's motion that the Education Board be asked to take into favorable consideration Tindill's 
case, and b s request for another year's education at Nelson College on the terms stated above. 
This being the last meeting of the present Committee, the minutes of the meeting  were read 
and confirmed, and the meeting terminated.  
24th January 1882 BLENHEIM, The annual meeting of householders for the election of 
members to the Blenheim School Committee, was held in the Court House, Blenheim, last 
evening. Mr J. M. Hutcheson, J.P., was Toted to the chair. At Mr Dodson's request, Mr Terry 
read the outgoing Committee's report and balance-sheet, as published in the local papers on 
Saturday last. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Davies, seconded by Mr Wemyss, that the 
report and balance-sheet as read be adopted. The Chairman intimated that any gentlemen 
wishing to bring forward candidates should now do so. Mr Girling said the householders would 
doubtless remember that about that time last year he had- proposed four gentlemen as 
candidates for the Committee. He did so then with much pleasure, because the school was in a 
sad state of disorganisation, and it was time that something was done to eradicate from it what 
was not right. Those four gentlemen were returned, and he felt even greater pleasure in 
nominating them again for the Committee. They had done their duty well and faithfully in the 
interests of education and the school. They had dismissed the old masters and had chosen in 
their stead two very capable teachers devoted to their work. This was shown by the way in 
which they had brought the children forward at the recent concerts. These concerts had been 
got up for a specific and creditably purpose Mr Dodson had lent £30 to purchase an 
harmonium, and the  concerts were for the purpose of repaying him that amount. The concerts 
were a great success and had helped to render the school more attractive to the children. He had 
pleasure in proposing the four old members Messrs Dodson, Terry, Hustwick and Parker, and 
in addition to them Mr W. Nosworthy, an old citizen and oho who had before been connected 
with the Committee as its Chairman. If elected those he nominated would be found to be the 
right men in the right place Mr W. Bassett seconded. Mr James Robinson proposed, and Mr 
Wemyss seconder, the nomination of Messrs Griffiths and Litchfield. Mr Litchfield, seconded 
by Mr Griffiths, nominated Mr Robinson. There being no other nominations the Chairman 
called upon Mr Dodson to address the meeting. Mr Dodson said that when he stood  before 
them last it was in a different position. Then he had only promises to offer them, now he was 
happy to say he could show them the reformation brought about in the schools. He would only 
refer to the latter very briefly, as it was well known to all. He would say that if he was returned 
he would continue to do his best for them. The work of the past twelve months had been 
arduous, and he had not had a bed of roses. There had been considerable opposition and 
misrepresentation both in the Press and Committee. The new Committee, he thought, should 
leave well alone, and, though not intruding themselves more than absolutely necessary on the 
masters, should still be  masters of the position, The school was in a very satisfactory 
condition, and he would, if returned, endeavour to keep them in that state. Some people thought 
that his other duties would interfere with the discharge of his duties as a He did not think so 
himself, and if elected would endeavour to find the time necessary, and at all events when he 
couldn't he would ask some fellow-Committee  man to carry out anything he might desire, but 
he might say that he would not accept the position of Chairman. If returned he would 
endeavour to do his best. He might be accused of being overzealous, but that was an accusation 



he. need not answer. He would not detain them any longer, he thought the Schools and the 
action of the Committee spoke for themselves. Mr Terry, at the Chairman's request, then 
addressed the householders. He briefly reviewed the work of the Committee during the past 
year, and stated his views with respect to the future of the schools. On this subject he dwelt at 
some length. He condemned the refusal of the Education Board to grant the additional male 
pupil teacher and assistant Infant mistress lately applied for, contending that without the former 
it was impossible for the Head Master to both supervise the school and do justice to the three 
classes under him in the Upper School. He thought that a mistress and two young girls were 
insufficient for the Infant School, that was if the children were to make appreciable progress. 
He hoped the new Committee would take up this matter very strongly, and that the Board 
would grant their request. In conclusion he said that when they returned him to the Committee 
last year he had felt very proud of the honor conferred on him, and if by their votes this 
evening they again placed him in that body, and thus expressed their approval of  his past 
conduct, he would assure them that no matter what elections he might be concerned in the 
future, he would be able to look back to nothing with greater pleasure than  his first connection 
with the Blenheim School Committee. Mr Griffiths said he thought the Committee had no right 
to take to itself the credit of having dismissed the teachers, because the motion recommending 
the dismissal of the teachers came from their predecessors. Some members wanted to get rid of 
Mr Macklin, and the resolution was carried but he and others insisted on having it recorded on 
the minute-book that they did not vote for his dismissal because the other teachers were not 
added. Mr Dodson, Mr Terry, and other gentlemen initiated the matter in the new Committee, 
and were supported by them, and the resolution was carried. He did not consider that the girls' 
school was in a similar condition to the boys', and [also he could see that the majority of the 
Committee— Messrs Terry, Dodson, and Hustwick— seemed not only to wish to dismiss Mr 
Macklin, but to dismiss him in disgrace. It hid been said they (Messrs Griffiths, Litchfield, and 
Robinson) opposed the dismissal of Mr Macklin. They did nothing of the sort, but they did not 
believe in seeing him covered with disgrace and persecuted. They had brought an account 
against him of £155, which they had insinuated that he had not accounted for, and they had 
suspended him for a time because he had gone to Wellington to inquire after his daughter's 
health (laughter). His opposition was to prevent the man being jumped upon. The Chairman, 
moreover, had written a letter without authority, applying for an inquiry into the expenditure of 
the Cadet moneys by Mr Macklin, He was satisfied with the staff of teachers, and the 
ratepayers could congratulate themselves on it. He would try to do the best he could for the 
School, and, above all, sink party questions. He said that if every member of the Committee 
were as sincere as he was they would hear very little of politics, Mr Litchfield, at the 
Chairman's request, next spoke. He contradicted the assertion that had been reported about the 
town that he did his level best to keep Macklin in the School. He always supported Macklin's 
dismissal inside and outside the Committees. The Committee deserved credit for the state the 
Schools were now in. He had helped to keep in the  Miss Macklin's because the Inspector's 
report showed that the Miss Macklin’s were able to teach when they had a fair chance. He took 
exception to former speakers taking to themselves all the credit for the state of the Schools, he 
thought he had a right to a fair share of that credit. He had acted throughout conscientiously, 
and tor the good of the schools, he only wished that all other members had done the same. He 
asked the householders to give him a fair trial, and go over the past year and give a fair 
judgment. Mr Hustwick congratulated the town on the efficiency of the teaching staff. The 
selection of the teachers had been a task of considerable difficulty, owing to the mass of 
correspondence, but, he was happy to Ray, the choice was in each case, to the best of his 
recollection, a unanimous one. As an evidence of the healthful state of the school at the present 
time, he asked the audience to bear in mind the recent concert given by the school children, 
which was an evidence of the interest taken in them by the teachers. He reminded the meeting 



that his conduct aa a committeeman was consistent with his promises before election, and that, 
if re-elected, as in the past he had done his best for the cause of education in this town,' so he 
would promise that for the future his constant efforts would be to maintain and increase the 
efficiency of the schools. Mr E. W. Parker, after saying that his remarks would be very brief, 
said that he wished to correct a misconception that had got abroad. He had not pledged himself 
to a clean sweep of the old teachers. If he had, he would not seek re-election now. What he said 
at the last householders' mooting was that he should advocate a thorough change. He did not 
say a clean sweep." He believed that the school was working well. There had been two 
opposing elements in the Committee, and, for the good of the school, he thought it was better 
there were. The teaching staff at present was not sufficient to conduct the schools as they 
should be. He would continue to do his best for the schools if retained. Mr W. Nosworthy said 
that in allowing himself to be nominated for the Committee he had done so because he had four 
or five children attending the school, and he felt that in looking after the schools he would be 
looking after them. The schools now had a good staff, and they should try and keep it from 
drifting into the lame mess as before. Mr. James  Robinson, who was the last candidate to 
speak, claimed that the credit for dismissing the old staff belonged to the former Committee, 
No one could say he-had broken any pledges. The person the householders had to thank for the 
clean sweep was Mr Dodson not Mr Hustwick. He considered that the Miss Macklin's were the 
best teachers for their salaries in New Zealand. He thanked Mr Parker for supporting them 
because her school was in a better position than the head-mistress's. The headmaster had to be  
thanked for the trouble he had taken with the children. H« had six and was thankful. The 
second school under Mr Burnham had also shown a vast improvement. Mr Lawrence asked Mr 
Litchfield if he did not last year say that if he was returned he would make a clean sweep Mr 
Litchfield I never did. Mr Lawrence Did you not vote for the Miss Macklin’s because the 
clique advised you to do so?' Mr Litchfield declined to answer. Mr Lawrence said he must take 
his silence for consent, and that he did. The Chairman then proceeded to take the poll, the 
result of which was declared at about 11-39 p.m., as follows  
W. Nosworthy ..216  
H. Dodson.. 206 
W. F. Terry ..174  
R. W. Parker ..167 
W. Litchfield ..163  
James T. Robinson ..131  
T. H. Hustwick ..129 
 C. J W. Griffiths.. 122  
The Chairman consequently- declared Messrs Nosworthy, Dodson, Terry, Parker, Litchfield, 
Robinson, and Hustwick duly elected, The successful candidates then addressed a few words of 
thanks to the householders, and the meeting came to a close 
30th January 1882 Blenheim School Committee.— The new Blenheim School Committee will 
hold its first meeting at 7 o'clock this evening. The Borough Schools.— The Borough Schools 
opened this morning. No less than 335 children were in attendance. 
7th February 1882 A letter was received from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee 
embodying the resolutions passed last evening. Mr Seymour thought that Mr Lucas needed tin 
1 Assistance of a pupil teacher. Mr Henderson avid he had looked into the matter during the 
last week, and found there was ample room for the natural increase of the next four years in 
every part of the school excepting the Infant Department. He thought that in school a 
competent teacher could  take three Standards and teach sixty children, and that the present 
staff was ample. Mr Seymour gave notice to take the proposal of the  Blenheim School 
Committee into consideration at next meeting.  



The architect was instructed to report on the best means of seating the children in the Infant 
School, Blenheim, and on the proper draining of the playground 
A letter was received from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee bringing the case 
of the lad Tindill under the notice of the Board, and requesting the Board to take it into 
favorable consideration. Mr Seymour said that the Board would not be justified in paying the 
£20, it having no fund from which to do it. Captain Baillie moved that a letter be written to the 
Committee, regretting that the Board having no fund cannot comply with the request. He 
regretted that it was so and would have liked to have been able to assist the lad to have another 
year at Nelson. The motion was put and carried 
That the question of increasing the teaching staff in Blenheim, by the appointment of an 
assistant-mistress and a pupil-teacher, be considered at the next meeting." That the question of 
making Kaituna an aided school  be considered at next meeting 
18th February 1882 We learn that the Minister of Education has issued a certificate in Class E., 
Division II, to Miss E. J. Harding, head-mistress of the Blenheim Girls' School. 
21st February 1882 The Infant School. The tea that was promised the juveniles of the Borough 
Schools on the occasion of the late school picnic took place in the Infant School room one 
evening last week. About 190 children were present 
7th March 1882 Mr Douslin reported that the Blenheim Infant School required to be lengthened 
about 15 foot to provide the necessary accommodation. About six new desks would also be 
required. It was also necessary to lay drains from the back of the Boys' School into the Omaka 
river, to convoy the water from the down pipes. The buildings also required painting. Mr 
Henderson did not think it worthwhile increasing the Infant Room that quantity He 
recommended the erection of another gallery in the other room. He proposed that Mr Douslin 
be requested to report as to the cost of erecting such a gallery. 4 The motion was put and 
carried. It was subsequently decided to interview Mr Douslin on the subject, so as to avoid 
delay. Mr Douslin said that when he was in the school the other day both schools were full of 
children, and that there would not be room for the proposed gallery. Mr Henderson thought that 
there was  sufficient room iv the present buildings, Mr Douslin said the cost would be about 
£30. The present gallery was not comfortable. Mr Henderson moved that tenders be called for 
the work, and that the Secretary be instructed to accept the lowest tender.  
8th March 1882 Mr Burnham , Second Master of the Borough Schools, applied for an increase 
of salary. Notice of motion to take Mr Burnham's application into consideration was given for 
next meeting. Mr Seymour moved that the  teaching staff of the Blenheim Borough Schools be 
increased by the appointment of a pupil teacher to the Boys' School, and an assistant mistress 
in the Infant School. Mr Henderson recommended as a solution of the difficulty that the IV 
Standard be split up between the Head Master and Mr Burnham. He could see no reason for 
increasing the staff of the schools. An assistant mistress was wanted in the Infant School. He 
moved that the proposal for a pupil teacher cannot be entertained, but that an Assistant Mistress 
for the Infant School be advertised for, at a salary of £50. Mr Ward seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 
9th March 1882 Candidates for appointment as pupil teachers under the Marlborough Education 
Board will be examined "by Mr Hodgson", the School Inspector, on Saturday 18th instant, in 
the Blenheim School. Candidates must send in their names to the Secretary to the. Education 
Boards not. later' than Thursday the 16th inst 
Applications for an assistant female teacher for the Blenheim School; Salary, £50 per annum. 
4th April 1882 Mr Hodgson reported on his late examination for pupil teachers. He reported 
that the candidates who presented themselves for examination were:  



Frank Markman, Blenheim, aged 13 years 9 months;  
Alice Carter, Blenheim, 14 years 2 months  
Nellie Hosking, Grovetown, 17 years  
Margaret Wemyss, Blenheim, 15 years 11 months 
Wilhelmina Macaulay, Renwick, 13 years 5 months 
Lilian Tissiman, Renwick, 13 years. The four first-named had passed 
A letter was received from the Blenheim School Committee, recommending Miss M. Lucas for 
the appointment of Assistant Mistress of the Infant School. The recommendation was adopted 
14th April 1882 INCREASE OF SALARIES.  
To tip -Editor of the Express,  
Sir,— l note from the late report of the Education Board it was decided to increase the second 
master in the Blenheim school, viz., 'Mr Burnham's, salary: I was .the more astonished at 
seeing this, on account of knowing from the former report that the- Education Board were short 
of funds, and that solicitations from Committees were declined with the ominous -words "No 
funds." Is it consistent to reply to Committees lit one meeting with "No funds" for works which 
we must give the Committees credit for believing were urgent, when at the following, even 
without a recommendation from the School Committee, it would seem there was enough .and 
to spare? Now, sir, there are many reasons why Mr Burnham's salary  should not have been 
increased, for the present, at least. Mr Burnham, as did other schoolmasters, applied for the 
situation he now occupies, at a certain salary per year, fixed by the Board, and it would 
certainly have looked better on his part had he waited for an increase until he had served the 
year, or until we had a favorable report from the Inspector upon his work- members of the 
Board called attention to the insufficient pay of teachers. They should recollect that the 
teachers themselves know what they are to get when applying for the situation. Nevertheless, 
they are but human, and, I have no doubt, will accept as much more as the Board are generous 
enough to give.' The Board has acted contrary to 'the practice of all employers of labor. They 
would first ask, upon what merit do we give an increase and ascertain that before granting one. 
I would ask, upon what merit does Mr Burnham get an increase? If an increase had been 
granted upon a favorable report upon his work from the Inspector of Schools, it would then 
have been. for the Board to have considered what influence their action would have had upon 
other matters in like circumstances before establishing a precedent. The present action of the 
Board, no doubt, will place other teachers—probably with more responsibility, and doing the 
same work— upon the alert, and the public need not be surprised to see numbers of 
applications iv the same direction. Apologising for trespassing upon your space,  
I am, &c,  
J.. Green. Blenheim, April 12, 1882  
2nd May 1882 'Blenheim .School Committee. — The Blenheim School' Committee met last 
evening. Present: Messrs Nosworthy (Chairman), Dodson, Litchfield, Hustwick, and Terry. Mr 
Lucas reports that the attendance in the different divisions of the schools for the month of April 
was as under 
 Upper and lower Boys, on the roll 128, average, 106 
Upper and lower Girls on the roll 96, average, 75  
Infants. on the roll 219, average, 159 ½  
Total 443 Total Average 340 
He pointed out that the spouting in front of the girls' building required attention, and some 
mode of draining the school grounds was necessary, as even with the small amount of rain that 
had fallen on Thursday last, a considerable quantity of water had collected in the centre of the 



grounds. It was resolved, on Mr Dodson's, motion that the attention of the Board be called to 
the spouts and draining of the school grounds.  
A letter was received from Miss Wrigley, asking the Committee to grant her permission to 
teach gratuitously  in the Borough' Schools. A lengthy discussion took place on the matter  and 
finally it was resolved on' Mr; Hustwick’s motion, that the letter be referred to Mr Lucas, to 
report' on at next meeting. The Chairman was authorised to see to the cleaning of the closets;- 
On Mr Dodson's motion it was resolved that the consideration of the application of the Head 
Master for 72 slates for the Infants' School be postponed. 
6th June 1882 The Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee wrote, forwarding the 
recommendations directed to be made at the t Committee's late meeting. The matter of Miss 
Wrigley teaching in the Borough School was referred to the Head Master to report on at next 
meeting. It was resolved to pay Mr Falconer's account for painting and repairing the 18 
blackboards in the school. The Architect was directed to see to the t repairing of the ceilings in 
the Head Master's residence. 
4th July 1882 Mr Lucas, Head Master of the Borough Schools, reported on Miss Wrigley's 
application to be allowed to teach gratuitously in the Borough Schools. Mr Henderson saw no 
objection to Miss /Wrigley being allowed to be a pupil teacher without pay. He was in a 
position to say that Miss Wrigley would be willing to pay the £5 due to the Head Teacher for 
instruction with the other pupil teachers. He moved  with that understanding that Miss Wrigley 
be allowed to teach in the Borough Schools 
The Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee wrote to the Board enclosing a resolution 
passed at the late meeting of the Blenheim School Committee, re Mr Dodson's speech in the 
House during the debate on the second reading of the Education Bill and the attendance at the 
Borough Schools. Mr Seymour thought Mr Dodson's remarks required correction, because if 
facts alleged in Mr Dodson's speech were correct, .the Board were cheating the Government. 
Mr Ward said the Board were not answerable for the children's ages, -that was the work of the 
Committee. Mr Henderson thought the remarks were quite unnecessary. Mr Sinclair said he did 
not think if the matter were looked into, it would bear the construction sought to be put upon 
Mr Dodson's words. What was the statement in Mr Dodson's speech objected to Let them read 
it in 'Hansard. Mr Dodson's words were, I saw there about 200 children looking like dolls, 
"apparently only two or three years old." They all knew it was difficult to tell the exact age of 
children, and many children five years old or more had often the appearance of children of only 
three. Then Mr Dodson went on to say, I asked how old they were, and the teacher said Five 
years of age, 1 asked How can you tell?' and she replied, 'Oh, their mothers told me.' I replied, I 
will not disbelieve the mammas or yon either, but they do look exceedingly young for five 
years old. Mr Dodson's  argument was dearly that the coat of education was too great. The 
whole of his crime appeared to be that be had called the children "doll-like" things. Then the 
Committee disagreed with the statement about 200 children," and alleged that the actual 
average attendance was not more than ISO. He had the word of a member of the Committee 
that he had counted no less than 204 children in the infant school, and might not Mr Dodson 
have counted the children when the attendance was equally large. And as to the children' being 
under five years, he would ask if the Education Department had not, within the past twelve 
months or so, sent the Beard a circular, telling them that children under Eve years should not be 
admitted to their schools. This implied that children under five had been admitted. The whole 
affair was ridiculous. Mr Seymour said the meaning of Mr Dodson's remarks was that the 
Board was being paid for children under five years of age. Mr Henderson said Mr Sinclair had 



overlooked the fact that Mr Dodson had practically represented that there were 200 1 children 
in the schools under five years. That. was a monstrous statement……….. 
28th July 1882 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Letters were received from 
the Secretary of the Education Board, informing the Committee that the Board authorised the 
expenditure of £15 on the school grounds, and approved of Miss Wrigley's teaching in the 
school. The Chairman reported that the work of surface draining of the school grounds was 
being done. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Hustwick, that Mr Lucas be written to, and 
his attention called to the danger to the schools from burning logs rolling out of the fireplaces 
on to the floor, and that holes had been burnt in the floors of two rooms. The Committee then 
adjourned, 
1st August 1882 C. Bary, pupil-teacher to the Blenheim Borough Schools, wrote stating that his 
term of apprenticeship to the Board expires on 31st August next, and requesting that he might 
be put on the regular staff I of teachers of the Borough Schools from that date. It was decided 
to consider the letter at next meeting. Mr Parker asked if there were any intention to amend the 
compulsory clauses of the Education Act. In many of the streets a number of children could be 
found playing at any hour, and were growing tip regular larrikins, The Chairman was not aware 
of any such amendment being proposed. 
22nd August 1882 To the Editor of the Express. Sin, As I understand the teachers and pupils of 
the Borough Schools. .intend shortly to giro another concert, I should feel greatly obliged by 
your explaining the following query which came to my .mind at their, last concert, .and- which 
most sincerely hope will .not be repeated by them (or their authorities) nor by the managers of 
any similar entertainment. The query is this. Why were the side doors of the hall opened at a 
quarter past seven for, a, certain class, of the community (who like exceedingly well to be 
classed as the upper ten), or, why were not those doors with the one facing the street opened at 
the same time to the community at large whether they belonged to the upper, lower or middle 
classes who held -front seat tickets,- and in justice were as much entitled to good seats; as the 
more favoured class,- -I-am etc.:, Inquirer, Blenheim, August 22nd, 1882. 
1st September 1882 School Committee: A letter was received from Mr C. Bary, asking the 
Committee to recommend his appointment as an assistant master, accompanied with 
testimonials. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Terry, that as the apprenticeship of Mr 
Charles Bary, as pupil teacher, had expired, and the Committee having every reason to express 
satisfaction with the manner in which he has discharged his duties in the school, respectfully 
recommend the Board to favorably consider his application to be Appointed an assistant master 
on the staff of the Schools 
5th September 1882 A letter was received from the Chairman of the Blenheim School 
Committee, faking the Board, on behalf of the Committee, to grant Mr Charles Bary's 
application to be placed on the staff of the Borough Schools now that the term of his 
apprenticeship as pupil-teacher had been  completed. The Committee had every reason to be 
satisfied with Mr Bary. Testimonials were also read from Messrs Lucas and Tissiman testifying 
to Mr Bary's ability. The Chairman said he seemed to be a very successful pupil-teacher. On 
Mr Henderson's motion, seconded by Mr Ward, it was resolved that Mr Bary be appointed 
assistant master on the staff of the Borough Schools, at the salary of £75 per annum, the 
appointment to date from the termination of his pupil-teachership 
29th September 1882 Blenheim School Committee. —At the meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee last evening, it was decided by three to two to bring the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act into force within this district. Parents of children who are not attending some  



school had better now beware, as unless they send their children promptly to school they will 
subject themselves to the pains and penalties of the Act 
4th November 1882 There was little or no business for transaction at the last meeting of the 
Blenheim School Committee, and only three members were present, viz., Messrs Nosworthy 
(Chairman), Hustwick, and Parker. The average attendance at the Schools daring October 'Was 
341 Mr. Lucas asked that shutters should he placed, on the large ventilators in the boys school-
room, and this the Chairman was directed to have done, Since the examination, owing to the 
number of children drafted from one school to another, the school has had to be re-arranged 
7th November 1882 Subjoined will be found Mr Hodgson's reports on some of the schools in 
this Province- (recently inspected by him. We regret 'that the pressure of other matter on our 
space to-day precludes us publishing all the reports sent in by him:— Blenheim Boys' School 
(Upper).— Mr Lucas. Present, 30 on roll, 32.. The, favorable anticipations that, I formed last 
year as to the future of this school have been amply realised. As a rule, it is not desirable that 
an official examiner should deal in superlatives, but there are rare occasions on which he may 
fully bestow praise ungrudgingly. I have never yet examined a school where the work all round 
was better than that of the boys at the Borough School, and I have seldom found work so good. 
Not only did every scholar pass in every subject, but in several branches, notably arithmetic, 
grammar, and geography, the value of the work done was far in excess of what I ordinarily 
require for a pass. The boys were as well behaved as they were well taught. Several of the older 
scholars, who had presumably passed the 6th Standard, took part in the examination, but were 
not, of course, included in the list of examiners. 
Blenheim Boys (lower} Mr Burnham; assistant, Mr C. Bary. Present 77, on roll 77. The very 
favorable estimate that I have formed of the state of the Upper Boys' School applies equally to 
the second division. Every one of the  69 ,boys presented passed, and with a single exception in 
every subject. Arithmetic, reading, and letter-writing were especially good. The paper work 
was done both quickly and neatly. The boys here have acquired a habit that is not too common 
among colonial lads the habit of prompt and cheerful obedience.  
Blenheim Girls.— Miss Harding assistant, Miss Kate Macklin. Present, 69 on roll, 86. The 
girls here closely approached, and in one branch fairly surpassed, their neighbours in the Boys' 
School. None of the 69 scholars presented failed to pass, the work throughout being singularly 
sound and even. The arithmetic (with the exception of that .of the three girls who passed the 
6th Standard) was excellent, most of those who took up the 3rd,. 4th, and 5th. Standards 
solving three-fourths of the sums set, and not a few working correctly every one. Letter-
writing, which was badly done a year ago, was on this occasion of' more than ordinary merit.., 
The best point, perhaps, was defining the meaning of words, and giving examples of the 
improper use-one of the severest tests to which candidates can be subjected. The general tone 
and organisation of the school are' most satisfactory.  
Blenheim Juniors. Miss Macklin assistant Miss, Lucas –and two pupil teachers.. Present! 185 
on the roll 230. Excellent- work has been done during -the past twelve months, a,  well-
prepared draft, of 57 scholars having, passed the first standard without a single failure. The 
school is .better. organised and arranged, and the staff' more complete, than it was at my last 
visit. The room in which the beginners are taught is insufficiently lighted, 

1883 
1883 41 Blenheim Boys' Upper Lucas John P Head Master  £    264.00  

1883 89 Blenheim Boys' Lower Burnham Arthur  Assistant Master  £    162.00  

1883 91 Blenheim Girls Harding Elizabeth J  Head Female  £    162.00  

1883 154 Blenheim  Infants  Treadwell Laura Assistant Female  £    100.00  

1883 89 Blenheim Boys' Lower Bary Charles Assistant Master  £    100.00  



1883 91 Blenheim Girls Lucas Maude Assistant Female  £       84.00  

1883 154 Blenheim  Infants  Bary Mary Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1883 154 Blenheim  Infants  Stratford Edith Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1883 154 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley Mary Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1883 154 Blenheim  Infants  Hosking Mille Female Probationer  £       16.00  

Laura Augusta Treadwell was born, according to a source online, at Charleston in 1869, 
although it is likely to have been 1866/7. Her birth does not appear to have been 
registered, nor were any of her siblings. Her parents were Richard Treadwell, variously 
described as a carpenter undertaker and architect, and Charlotta (Wilmot) Dawson. Her 
parents had married in Victoria, Australia and their first child was born at Lauraville, a 
small mining settlement. After initially living at Charleston the children appear to have 
moved to Wellington in 1881 where Laura was a pupil teacher at Mt Cook Infants school. 
She applied for an assistant teachers role at Charleston that year but missed out. The 
following year she was pupil teacher at Mt Cook Boys before being appointed assistant 
teacher at the Renwick School. However just a month later she would be appointed head 
teacher at the Blenheim Infant School, a controversial choice considering her age and lack 
of experience. As she was considered quite a beauty this may have been part of the reason 
for her quick rise. However this didn't mean she was an incapable teacher, the Inspector 
giving her a glowing report later that year. She was however looking after a huge amount 
of children, which could not have been easy, which could have contributed to her 
resignation in August 1884, on the grounds of ill health. Just a month later she wrote to the 
Marlborough Board saying her health was now good and asking them to pay for her 
certification, a request that caused great amusement. She returned to Wellington, being 
appointed head of Wallaceville School, before resigning midway through 1886. She taught 
briefly at Wadestown before being appointed assistant at Upper Hutt in 1887. She 
remained here until 1893 when she returned to Mount Cook, now assistant at the Girls 
school. This would be her last teaching role. She was appointed to the Advances to 
Settlers Office in 1894, providing credit to farmers, the accompanying article proclaiming 
" The fair Laura was greatly in evidence in the ladies' gallery of the House of 
Representatives last session, and her autograph album was freely circulated amongst 
members and pressmen for their signatures." Considered quite a bohemian she was the 
first woman cyclist in Wellington at this time and was considered one of the best riders in 
the Capitol. In 1897 she married William Walter Harverson at Kensington, London. The 
wedding was quite a spectacle: Miss Laura Augusta Treadwell, of Wellington, New 
Zealand, was taken to wife on 15th September by Mr William Walter Harverson, a well-
known resident of Upper Clapton, London. The pair were united at the fashionable church 
of St, Mary Abbots, Kensington. Both principals having strong Bohemian proclivities they 
avoided all the fuss and publicity usually attendant on marriage, their matrimonial project 
being unknown to all friends and relations, excepting an old lady a Miss Moysey who 
gave the bride away, and Miss Treadwell's cousin, Mr A. D. Hardy. The contracting 
parties on their wedding morn left Kensington on their bicycles en route for Hastings, and 
calling at St. Mary Abbots, were duly married. The bride's dress consisted of a bright blue 
sailor gown, loose blouse and skirt, white pith Colombo hat, ordinary white net veil, and 
white kid gloves. The bridegroom was attired in a light grey cycling suit with white tie and 
gloves. After the ceremony the pair calmly continued on their journey to Hastings. Their 
honeymoon is being spent upon a tour of the southern coast, and when that is done they 
propose to transfer themselves to the Continent for the winter. The family initially settled 
in London before moving to Cornwall, where their first child was born. They returned to 
NZ in 1901, settling in Paraparaumu where William was head of the building society and 
also farmed. William was the son of a very wealthy builder who had died not long earlier, 



so the family divided their time between Australia, England and NZ. They family returned 
to England in 1911 as the children had come down with diphtheria whilst living in 
Wellington, William was described as "of private means" on the 1911 census, meaning he 
was "a gentleman of leisure. although he was clearly an intelligent man as he patented 
several things whilst in NZ. Laura involved herself in women's issues and was a close 
associate of many of the early feminists, involving herself in their causes. She also 
involved herself in many other social causes, child poverty etc. Her husband served in 
WW1, despite being 53, and she returned to NZ to live during the engagement. She would 
return to London in 1919 but appears to have spent quite a bit of time in NZ, without her 
husband which for most women would have been incredible in those days. She also spent 
much time in Africa, especially Kenya where her eldest son had settled. Her husband died 
in 1939, at which point she continued travelling. She settled eventually in Kenya, where 
she died in 1962, aged around 95. She left three children, Audrey Clara, who graduated 
from the Middle Temple as an early female lawyer, she never married. Walter Douglas, 
who became Commissioner of Mines in Kenya and Tanganyika, and who was awarded an 
OBE in 1958. And Eric Stuart, who became a doctor and served throughout Asia, 
including in Vietnam where he was on the penultimate plane out after the fall of Da Nang. 
Laura's sister Clara was also a teacher, she taught first as a pupil teacher at Mt Cook Infants, 
then at Thorndon. She was promoted to Assistant at Thorndon in 1893 however she died of 
Tuberculosis in 1896, aged just 24. 
Research by Grandson Sam  
 
9th January 1883 . Mr Hodgson telegraphed, notifying that Master Hodson, of the Blenheim 
High School, wag the successful competitor for the Marlborough Scholarship at Nelson 
College. It was resolved to advertise for applications for a head-mistress of the Infant School at 
£100 per annum, and assistant mistress at £65 a year, 
The Misses Macklin resigned their position in the  Blenheim Borough Schools. A letter was 
received from the Blenheim School Committee asking the Board to fix the salary of the head- 
mistress of the Infant School at £100 per annum, in order that; an efficient teacher might be 
obtained. 
12th January  1883 WANTED.— A FEMALE TEACHER for the Infants' School, Blenheim. 
Salary, £100 per annum. A FEMALE Assistant TEACHER for the Girls' School, Blenheim. 
Salary, £66 per annum. Applications— enclosing testimonials, Inspector's Reports, etc. will be 
received until Saturday, February 3rd, 1883. JOHN T. ROBINSON, Secretary 
19th January 1883 The Blenheim.. School Committee, elected is January last year, held its last 
meeting yesterday evening, when the members present were Messrs W. Nosworthy (chairman), 
Dodson, Hustwick, Robinson, E. W. Parker, and Terry. The sub-committee appointed at the 
preceding meeting submitted a draft report, which, after one slight amendment, was adopted. 
The report will be found 'published in another column.' The Committee nominated Messrs 
Seymour and Henderson for the Board. It was decided to hold the annual householders' 
meeting for the election of' a School Committee, which had been fixed by the Board' to take 
place on Monday next, in the Girls' Schoolroom that evening. In consequence of the date 
appointed for the; teachers' classification examination the school holidays were extended to 
Monday, 29th January. Before dispersing, the Committee passed a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman (Mr; Wi Nosworthy) for the careful  and efficient manner in. which he had 
discharged the duties of his office during the year 
19th January 1883 The following is the report adopted by the Blenheim School Committee last 
evening for presentation to the householders at the School Committee election, to be held on 



Monday evening next Tour Committee, on the completion of their year of office, have to report 
that the school opened with a large attendance of 368, and through some reason unknown to the 
Committee, this fell off  at the end of the summer season, at which time the Committee thought 
it ought to have increased but the attendance never recovered during the remainder of the year, 
being at the end about 340. Early in our year we saw that the accommodation for the infant 
portion of the school was far from sufficient, and it was resolved to ask the Board to increase it, 
which was done by erecting a commotions gallery in what was formerly the girls' schoolroom, 
which is now found to be very convenient. "When the winter set in was seen that the play-
ground was unsuitable, owing to the rain water remaining on the surface. This was pointed out 
to the Board, and a grant of £15 made. The expenditure of this amount has very much 
improved the ground for recreative purposes as well as in appearance. "Mr Bary's  
apprenticeship having expired on Sept. 30th, the Committee applied for his services to be 
retained as an assistant master, which was granted. It having often bee a reported to the j 
Committee that there were many children in the town who did not attend any school, and were 
apparently left to pass away their time as they liked— which was pretty much in the streets— it 
was decided to bring the compulsory clauses into force, since which it has been reported to the 
Committee that the children on whose account this was done have attended school. "The 
Misses Macklin, to the regret of the Committee, resigned their respective positions in 
December, and there are therefore now two vacancies on our staff. After consideration, it was 
resolved to point out to the Board that, in order to get a good mistress for the Infant School, it 
was necessary to offer a salary of not less than £100 per annum, and an advertisement has 
appeared in accordance with this suggestion. "With regard to the working of the school, the 
different teachers have co-operated well with the Committee, and with each other, and it is only 
necessary to point to the Inspector's report of his examination held in November and the many 
paragraphs that have appeared recently in the newspapers to see that the instruction given is 
both sound and good. The evil effects of the smallness of the grant from the Board during the 
major cart of the year 1881 has not yet been got over, the debts left by the former Committee 
being over £25, and this Committee leaves office with liabilities about £10. "The Balance Sheet 
for the year is as follows:  
Receipts £ s d 
To Balance 0 3 3 
Grant from Board 100 14 6 
Grant for Grounds 15 0 0 
 117 2 3 
    
Expenditure £ s d 
By Cleaning 42 11 9 
By Fuel 27 10 1 
By Repairs 9 14 0 
By School Grounds 15 0 0 
By Advertising 2 14 0 
By Stationery 18 5 7 
By Audit 1 1 0 
By Balance 0 5 10 
 117 2 3 
    
Signed W Nosworthy Chairman and R D Nosworthy Auditor 



Liabilities Left Over D Wemyss, repairs £1.16.0, Earll and McKenzie £3, fuel and Dobson £2 
for stationery 
£1 in 1883 is equivalent of $170.70 in January 2016 
 
23rd January 1883 The School Committee  Election.-— The election of a Committee for the 
Blenheim Borough Schools— very differently from the elections of the three preceding 
years— passed off exceedingly quietly yesterday. Barely  thirty householders attended, and a 
Committee was elected, without recourse being had to the ballot. The new Committee comprise 
four of the old Committee Messrs Dodson, Hustwick, Parker, and Terry, and two new men— 
Messrs .Purser and A. McCallum. The Committee should be a good working one, and we trust 
its year of office will prove as satisfactory as has done that of the outgoing Committee 
23rd January 1883 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS. The annual meeting of the Blenheim 
householders was held in the Girls' Schoolroom last evening, some thirty persons putting in an 
appearance. Mr J. M. Hutcheson was voted to the chair. On taking the chair, Mr Hutcheson 
remarked that the meeting was a very different one to those of previous years. This, he thought, 
augured well for the schools, and showed that the householders as a body were satisfied with 
the late Committees, and did not see any reason to disturb their continued tenure of office. Mr 
W. Nosworthy, the Chairman of the outgoing Committee, read the Committee's report and 
balance-sheet, which were adopted on the motion of Mr James Sinclair, of the Old Renwick 
Road. The Chairman then called for nominations for the new School Committee for the year, 
Mr W. R. Girling proposed the names of the following gentlemen Messrs Dodson, Terry, R. W. 
Parker, Hustwick, W. Nosworthy, A. McCallum, and Purser. Mr R. Logan seconded the 
nominations. No other nominations being made, the Chairman declared the seven gentlemen, 
above-mentioned duly elected the Committee for the current year. Messrs Dodson, Nosworthy, 
Purser, Parker, Hustwick, and Terry then briefly returned thanks, and the usual complimentary 
vote to the Chairman brought the proceedings to a close. 
6th February 1883 Blenheim School .Committee "was held last spring, the members present' 
being Messrs W Nosworthy (Chairman),' Hustwick, Parker, Parser, Mr. McCullum, and Terry, 
The/ chief .business was to consider the applications for the tree vacant appointments, lathe 
school, viz.; 'the Headmistress-ship of the Infant School) and the Assistant Mistressship of the 
Girls School. ,For, the Headmistress-ship of' the' Infant School there were 8 candidates'. V It 
was resolved; on the motion of Mr Terry,: that] the recommendation of the Committee be in 
favor of , Miss Treadwell. For the [Assistant Mistressship of the Girls' School there were seven 
applicant?, including Miss .Lucas the present Assistant Mistress in the Infant' Department. Mr 
Terry moved that the Board be recommended, to promote Miss Lucas to the   vacancy. Mr 
Parser moved, as an amendment, that another applicant (Miss Finney, be recommended for the 
appointment. After some discussion Mr Purser withdrew his amendment, arid the motion was 
put and carried. It was also resolved that the Board be. requested to invite applications for the 
vacancy in iv the Infant School caused by Miss Lucas' promotion . It was resolved, on Mr 
Parker's motion, that the attention of the Board be called to the Inspector's complaint about the 
insufficient lighting of the Infant School-room, and that they be requested to instruct the 
Architect to remedy the defect. The Committee adjourned at a little after 10 p.m.. the greater 
part of the time being taken up with the consideration of the. applications for the vacancies in 
the school staff, as will be seen by our report of the meeting of the Education Board. The 
recommendation of the Committee were adopted 



6th February 1883 Applications were received for the vacancies in the Borough Schools, and 
also a letter from the Blenheim School Committee, requesting the Board to appoint Miss Laura 
Treadwell, head mistress of the Infant School, and Miss Lucas assistant mistress in the Girl's 
School. The Secretary stated that Miss Treadwell was at present in the Renwick School, and 
would require to give a month's notice to the Renwick Committee. On Mr Sinclair's motion, the 
recommendation  of the Committee were adopted. The Blenheim Committee also asked the 
Board to advertise for applications for the assistant mistressship in the infant department, 
rendered. vacant by Miss Lucas' promotion. Mr Parker thought that the Committee could have 
selected an assistant teacher for the infants' school either out of the school or from the 
applications before, them. Mr Sinclair said he knew that this had been mooted 'at the 
Committee's meeting last evening, bat that the Committee had decided that it would be best to 
call for applications. It was resolved to call for applications for the assistant mistress-ship of 
the infant school, as requested. The Blenheim Committee farther applied that the Board would  
give effect to the Inspector's recommendation that the infant room be better lighted, and 
requested that this be done by raising the windows on the South side of the room, the bottom 
half of the four sashes -being below the gallery. The Architect was instructed to have the 
necessary work done 
28th February 1883 To the Editor of the Express. Sir, I notice that someone signing him- self a 
"Teacher," takes the Blenheim School Committee and the Board to task, the former for 
recommending and the latter for appointing Miss Treadwell to the position of head teacher in 
the Blenheim Infant School. The "Teacher" in question says that "a number of experienced, 
trained, and certificated teachers applied for the appointment, and to everyone's astonishment 
the Committee recommended and the Board appointed Miss Treadwell, who is very young for 
ouch an appointment, uncertificated, and cannot be experienced." I may state for a Teacher's 
information that his assertions are untrue, a number of certificated teachers did not apply, and 
leaving out of the question one certificated teacher, whom the Committee at once decided not 
to appoint, Miss Treadwell's testimonials were the best, and the Committee unanimously 
recommended her for the appointment as being, as far they could judge, the most suitable and 
experienced candidate for the appointment. As to the allegation of youth, that is nothing, and I, 
in common with other members of the Blenheim School Committee, have every confidence 
that under the newly appointed Head Mistress, the work of the Infant School will be carried on 
to the entire satisfaction of everyone, excepting, of course, those ;who, whether they are 
teachers or not, are. troubled with the sour grapes 1 malady. W. F. T. Blenheim,' Feb. 28, 1883.  
To the Editor of the Express. Sir,— Who is the "Teacher, Middle Renwick Road who writes to 
the "Times" on the subject of the appointment of teachers? There is no teacher on the  Renwick 
Middle Road, unless it be at the School House, Renwick, but I should be sorry to know that 
that teacher had again been frying to burn his ringers with anonymous correspondence. If the 
Blenheim School Committee recommenced Miss Treadwell's Appointment, it may be assumed 
that they knew as much about the matter as the "Teacher," who could have known absolutely 
nothing, and considered that she was the., best of the candidates who offered. la disparagement 
of Miss Treadwell, the same correspondent says that she also applied for the Assistant 
'Mistressship Of the Girls' School at the lower salary of £66 per annum. It may so have 
happened that 1 the. young lady in. question would have been glad to have got away 'from the 
Renwick  School/or its teacher,' it any price. I think a Teacher, if he is one, should: be heartily 
ashamed of himself for the unmanly attack he has made upon an unoffending fellow-teacher:  
Fair Play.  
2nd March 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Present: Messrs W. 
Nosworthy, (Chairman), Dodson, Parker, McCallum, Terry, Purser, and Hustwick. The head 
master reported as under for the month of February  



I have the honor to inform you that the following items are urgently needed —Numerous 
window panes, repairing of several locks, palings on the fence surrounding the school ground, 
repairing of infant room clock, clock for junior infants, and a few loads of gravel in front of the 
Lower Boys' School door,  
Owing to the prevalence of measles, the attendance has been very low for the past month, but 
there has been a considerable increase during the past week. The averages of the separate 
departments are as follow Upper Boys 32-0 Lower Boys 67-16 Girls 58-8 Infants 83-5 Total 
241--16 On Mr Parker's motion it was resolved to place a wooden platform or grating in front 
of the outer door of the Lower Boys' School room.  
The Chairman was instructed, on Mr Dodson's motion, to have the several repairs mentioned in 
the Head Master's report executed. The Chairman was authorised to obtain a supply of ink. It 
was resolved, on Mr Parser's motion, to advertise for tenders for the supply of good red pine 
firewood to the School, in two feet lengths, at per truck-load, as required. The Chairman was 
instructed to wait on Mr Evans, and ascertain for what sum he would deliver four tons of 
Greymouth coal at the School.  
Applications were received for the position of Assistant Mistress in the Infant School from 
Miss Wrigley, Miss E. Stratford, Miss H Bary, Miss Desaunais, Mrs McLean, and Miss 
Hosking. Mr Hustwick asked whether either Miss Bary or Miss Stratford, being pupil teachers, 
could be appointed to fill the vacancy? He was of opinion that they could not.  
Mr W. Nosworthy concurred with him. Pupil teachers were bound to the Board for a certain 
term, and, he thought, would have to complete that before they were eligible for appointment 
as teachers. Mr Dodson was sorry better applications had not been  received. He would like to 
see more experience in the person appointed to teach the pupils than any of the applicants 
appeared to have. Mr Hustwick expressed his opinion that, as the pupil teachers had no right to 
be recommended for the vacancy, by reason of the terms of their engagement, Miss Wrigley 
was the most suitable applicant. Mr Dodson felt that it might be said in Miss Wrigley's favor 
that she had not been able to gain experience in teaching as a pupil teacher by no fault of her 
own, but at the same time it did not appear quite right to his mind that she should be put before 
the pupil teachers actually in the school.  
Mr Purser, taking all things into consideration, believed that Miss Stratford was the most 
eligible candidate. She was the oldest pupil-teacher, and be inferred from her testimonials the 
most fitted. He thought the Committee should recommend her appointment.  
Mr Parker was of opinion that if the Committee recommended Miss Stratford, and the Board 
appointed her to the vacancy, they could not  allow the full salary to go to her, and this would 
be the case is the event of the appointment of any one of the four girls who were applicants. 
The Committee should certainly be careful not to lose the salary the Board had already granted 
for the position. Mr Terry considered the claims of the two pupil-teachers— Miss Bary and 
Miss Stratford— to be at least equal. There was nothing to show, as had been stated, that Miss 
3 Stratford was better qualified than Miss Bary, They had both entered the school at the same 
time, and their testimonials from the head master were very similar. If the Committee made any 
recommendation, they should, with the applications before them, recommend one or other of 
the pupil-teachers. They were not ineligible for the appointment, because clause 8 of the 
Board's pupil-teacher regulations showed that a pupil-teacher should terminate his or her 
engagement with the Board by giving three months' notice at any time. He was clearly of 
opinion that no one ought to be appointed over the heads of the pupil-teachers unless they I 
were better qualified by experience in teaching. If the Committee, in the present instance, 
placed over the pupil teachers a girl who was not herself a pupil teacher, or had not had equal 
experience, they would be doing an injustice to the pupil-teachers, and would not only 
discourage them, but hinder other people from apprenticing children to the Board. For if a 
pupil-teacher , once apprenticed, could not be allowed to take a teachership before the 



expiration of the four years' apprenticeship, and any girl who was not apprenticed could, it 
stood to reason that parents would rather chance a vacancy occurring in the teaching staff 
within four years and obtaining the appointment, than apprentice their children at a low rate of 
salary for that period. Suppose, for instance, three girls went up for examination for two pupil-
teacherships, would it be right, if a vacancy in the actual teaching staff occurred shortly 
afterwards, that the unsuccessful girl in examination should be appointed over the heads of 
those who had proved themselves better in the examination Leaving this question, however, on 
one side, he had come to the conclusion, from information that had come to his knowledge that 
day, that in the  event of any one of the girls who had applied being appointed the Board would 
not, a 3 Mr Parker had said, give them the full salary of the assistant mistress. This being so, he 
suggested that the Committee should recommend the Board to appoint two additional female 
pupil-teachers in lieu of the assistant mistress. This would affect two desirable objects it would 
give parents in the province a chance of apprenticing their children to the Board, and would 
enable the headmaster to send a pupil teacher into the girls' school for which school one had 
long been wanted.  
Mr Purser agreed that the pupil teachers actually in the service of the Board should have the 
preference over all other applicants who were not pressed of more than equal experience in 
teaching, Mr Dodson said that the effect of promoting one pupil teacher over the other would 
be to displease that other and discourage her somewhat. Ha looked upon Miss Wrigley, Miss  
Bary, and Miss Stratford aa being all three pupil teachers, and if one was placed over the others 
it would tend to disturb the harmony that so far seemed to exist in the schools.  
Mr Hustwick did not think that Miss Wrigley was a pupil teacher, and on that account had the 
more right to be appointed. Mr. Dodson said that if anyone was appointed Assistant Mistress he 
would very much prefer it being an older person than any of these whom the Committee 
appeared to consider eligible. He thought after all that Mr Terry's suggestion to recommend the 
Board to appoint two pupil teachers instead of an Assistant Mistress was a good one, and the 
only way out of the dilemma they were in. It would got over the difficulty in a satisfactory 
manner. Mr Purser was quite willing to fall in with this view.  
Mr McCollum believed the suggestion was the best way out of the difficulty. It would scarcely 
be fair to the pupil  teachers it someone not better qualified was appointed Assistant Mistress, 
and the work of the school could be carried on just as well by the aid of two additional pupil 
teachers.  
Mr Terry then moved, That the Committee can make no recommendation on the applications 
before them for the position of Assistant Mistress in the Infant School, but would urge the 
Board t;) appoint two additional female pupil teachers instead, and that the Chairman further 
inform the Board that the Committee consider that if such appointments are made, the 
requirements of the School will be fully met.  
The motion was put and carried unanimously.  
It was resolved, on Mr Hustwick’s   motion, that the Board be asked if the  pupil teachers in the  
school are   bound in accordance with clause 7 of the Pupil Teachers' Regulations  
3rd March 1883 We under- that, despite the thunders of our contemporary, the members of the 
Blenheim School Committee, and the teaching staff of the Borough Schools, slept peaceably 
last evening 
6th March 1883 The Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee wrote, forwarding the 
following resolution, passed by the Blenheim School Committee, on the subject of the 
applications for an. assistant mistress in the Infant School That the Committee can make no 
recommendation on the applications before them for the position of assistant mistress in the 
Infant School, but would urge the Board to appoint two additional female pupil teachers 
instead, and that the Chairman further inform the Board that the Committee consider that if 
such appointments are made, the requirements of the School will be fully met.  



Mr Sinclair moved that the recommendation be carried out. It appeared there were no suitable 
applicants.  
Mr Henderson would like to see the matter postponed. Captain Baillie seconded the motion. 
The discussion of the matter was postponed for a time.  
The discussion of the letter from the Blenheim School Committee was resumed.  
Mr Henderson said that Mr Sinclair had given no reason for the adoption of the Committee's 
recommendation, He could not approve of appointing two additional pupil teachers as a proper 
proceeding at present. The school would then be handed over to practically five pupil teachers, 
for that was all he could consider Misa Treadwell to be. The various regulations of Boards did 
not suppose any person to be other than a pupil teacher until they were over 18. It seemed to 
him that her appointment had not been made in the best interests of the school. He further held 
that Miss Tread well's appointment was had. It could only be temporary and he requested the 
Chairman to hold that it was only such, and that the Board would have to endeavor to get 
teacher who was certificated add, therefore, eligible to be a teacher under the Board. Misa 
Treadwell was not a certificated teacher , nor could she be for many years, In England all 
teachers of Infant Schools had to be certificated, and were, so far as he could ascertain, 
throughout the Colony. Furthermore: the staff of the school had been settled at a head-mistress, 
an assistant mistress, and two pupil teachers, and he thought the Board ought not to alter it. He 
moved therefore, as an amendment, that the staff of the Infant School remain as at present, 
namely, a head-mistress, an assistant-mistress, and two pupil teachers, that the Board advertise 
at once for 11 certificated mistress, at a salary of £120 per annum, and that Misa Treadwell be 
offered the assistant-mistressship at the salary of  £ 66 per annum. The salary of £120 was the 
least he thought would obtain a really efficient certificated teacher. If the suggestions of the 
Committee were adopted lit would not be wise. Mr Ward seconded the amendment. Mr 
Sinclair rose to a point of order. Mr. Henderson's amendment was a motion affecting the status 
of the school, and could not, therefore, be considered before he had given one month's notice of 
his intention to bring it on. Also, Miss Treadwell, having been appointed, could not be got rid 
of without first consulting the Committee.  
Mr Henderson said he had no idea of over-riding the Committee. But the Board could only 
appoint Miss Treadwell or any uncertificated teacher temporarily. He had no objection to the 
matter being postponed for a month.  
Mr Sinclair said that Mr Henderson must know that there were at least half a dozen 
uncertificated teachers in the province who had been appointed by the Board. Mr Ogilvie, the 
head-master at Grovetown, did not hold a certificate, and Mr Henderson was the mover of the 
motion appointing him. Mr Reynolds, of the Havelock school, was, he believed^ another 
uncertificated teacher, and there were others in the province. Mr Henderson was not consistent, 
for at the meeting before last of the Board he had suggested that Miss Wrigley— who was 
neither a certificated teacher nor had served as a pupil teacher  should be appointed assistant 
mistress of. the girls' school.  
Mr Henderson I did not recommend Miss Wrigley’s appointment. Mr Sinclair: I have 
understood that you suggested it at the Board meeting. He thought it most unfair to jump on 
Miss Treadwell, and if Miss Treadwell was to be dismissed on the ground that she was not 
certificated, then all the other uncertificated teachers in the Province should be dismissed also.  
Mr Henderson thought that Mr Sinclair’s motion for the adoption of the Committee's 
recommendation ought to be postponed.  
Captain Baillie said that there was 10 doubt that in making the appointment the Board had 
made a mistake. When the salary wan increased to £100 a year, it was with a view to obtaining 
a more experienced teacher. Miss Treadwell could not control so large a school as the 
Blenheim Infant School. A blunder had been made, but the appointment having been made, 



they ought to keep to it. He had a motion to give notice of for next meeting that would prevent 
the recurrence of a similar blunder.  
Mr Sinclair thought that Miss Treadwell had been most unfairly attacked. Mr Henderson was 
not aware that he had made any attack on her.  
Mr Ward said the practice had been to let the Committees practically appoint the teachers. If 
the Board had adopted the Committee's recommendation he could not see how they had 
committed a blunder. As to certificated teachers, lots of oar best teachers held no certificates. 
There was the case of Mr Mac Win, who came with some grand certificates from Australia, 
and held one of the highest New Zealand certificates. After a little while he had to be driven 
from the place. If teachers were good teachers that was all they wanted. He certainly thought 
the matter ought to be postponed till next meeting.  
Mr Sinclair said he understood that when the applications were received, there was no 
applicant with a certificate. When Miss Treadwell’s appointment was made, Mrs Tosswell, the 
only certificated applicant, did not state in her written application  that she held a certificate. 
Miss Treadwell had had considerable experience as an infant teacher, and the Committee 
thought her to be the beat of the applicants. It had been alleged she was only 17, but they had 
had no proof that that was her age. He would most certainly press  his motion to a division 
because he felt  the Committee had made the recommendation they had in the best interests of 
the school.  
Mr Parker considered that if the Board did not adopt the recommendation they would only be 
treading on the Committee's toes and cause a row. The body was a very good one and evidently 
desirous of doing the best they could for school, and were of opinion that the  schools could ha 
managed very well if the appointments they asked for were made. Again if they kept to the 
strict letter of the law they would have to give other teachers notice. Where the mistake had 
been 'made in the first instance was that it had not been advertised that none but certificated 
teachers need apply. There were two likely girls in the school for pupil teachers, Miss Wrigley 
and Miss Hosking, whom he understood the Committee were willing to appoint. The Chairman 
put the motion, and declared it to be carried.  
On Mr. Sinclair’s motion the Board's solicitor was asked to draw up a pupil teacher's bond, in 
accordance with the pupil-teachers regulations. Captain Baillie gave notice of motion for next 
meeting that a standing committee be appointed, to consist of five members, three to be a 
quorum, to whom shall be referred all applications of teachers for appointments under the 
Board, the committee to consist of the Chairman of the Board, Messrs Henderson, Sinclair, 
Ward, and the mover.  
Mr Henderson gave notices to move at next meeting that the Infant School staff remain as at 
present, viz., a Head Mistress, an Assistant Mistress, and two pupil teachers. That the Board at 
once advertise for a certificated mistress at a salary of £120 per annum, and that Miss 
Treadwell be offered the Assistant Mistressship at the salary of £66 per annum. The Board then 
adjourned.  
2nd April 1883 An accident, that might have been attended with very serious results happened 
on Saturday evening to a younger brother of Mr Lucas, the Head Master of the Borough 
Schools. It appears that some days ago Mr Lucas lent a small boat he owns to someone in the 
neighborhood, who on Saturday evening brought it back in a dray, and with the assistance of 
Mr Lucas and some boys launched it on the Omaka again. As the dray was leaving, a loaded 
gun which had been very stupidly left lying at full cock in the bottom of the dray, went off. The 
greater portion of the charge lodged in a dog that was running in front of Mr Lucas, junior, who 
was himself struck by eight or nine pellets, which entered- his leg, another which embedded 
itself near his temple, and another which penetrated his boot and entered his heel; It is not 
known exactly how the gun went off. It most either have been struck by the driver's feet as he  
got into the cart or else the jolting of' the dray in going over the end of the approach to the 



bridge on the  lower ground fronting ,the school' caused the  explosion. One thing is certain, 
that the person who put the loaded gun at full cock into, the cart showed most culpable 
carelessness.  
3rd April 1883 Mr B. Bary, third master in the Borough Schools, wrote resigning his 
appointment in the Borough Schools. The resignation Was accepted, 
4th April 1883 Mr. Henderson before proceeding  with the motion that was standing in his 
name with reference to alterations in the staff  of the Borough Schools, would like to ask the 
Chairman a question; On the 6th of February  the Board, acting on the recommendation, of the 
Blenheim School Committee, had appointed to the care of the Blenheim Infant School a young 
girl of only 17, who was really only & pupil-teacher under any regular system, and therefore  
could not possibly be certificated. That being fact, he would read Section 45 of the Education 
Act, and ask the Chairman to rule thereon. The Board had always endeavored to conduct its 
business in accordance with the Act,, and the section in question set out that no person was 
eligible for appointment as a teacher who did not produce a certificate. What he would ask the 
Chairman was. Was the appointment of Miss Treadwell permanent or merely temporary? He 
held himself that appointment could be only temporary 
Mr Seymour. As Chairman I can rule as to points of procedure in the conduct of business. I 
cannot rule as to points of law. 
Mr Henderson in that case would say that as Miss Treadwell had no certificate it must be clear 
that, her appointment was only temporary, He thought that that being put beyond dispute, it 
would only be due to the Blenheim Select Committee and Miss. Treadwell, to inform them that 
the appointment was only temporary, and  he would move, therefore, that they be informed that 
Miss Treadwell was only temporarily appointed until a certificated teacher could be found.  
Captain Baillie seconded the motion. Miss Treadwell did not possess a certificate, and 
therefore unless she could produce one within a certain specified time, she would have to 
vacate her appointment. Mr Parker 'pointed out that that was not Mr Henderson's motion. Mr 
Henderson's motion was that Miss Treadwell be not allowed anytime for obtaining a certificate, 
but that she be only permitted to retain the appointment until she could be replaced by a 
certificated teacher. Mr Paul could see that the motion would open up a very wide question, for 
.Miss Treadwell was not the only teacher in Province who did not hold a certificate There was 
the master at Grovetown, and many others, whose appointments must all be declared to be only 
temporary, if Miss Treadwell's was. Mr Henderson The question opened was not a large one. 
Two blacks did not make one white, In the cases mentioned they knew the persons not holding 
certificates were of perfectly mature age, of good education and efficient, But in Miss 
Treadwell's case they had a young girl of 17,- who could be nothing but a pupil-teacher, placed 
in charge of an 'important school. How she came to be here he did not know 1 He could not see 
where the comparison came in between those teachers alluded to by Mr Paul and :Miss 
Treadwell. Again it would be necessary to have a staid and mature person in charge of the large 
school, now that there were to be additional pupils there. With regard to the action he had taken 
he would say that he was not interested, beyond his desire to see the school well managed. The 
Board were making themselves very foolish, and the sooner they retraced the step they had 
taken the better it would be.  
Mr Ward was sure that he was no more interested in the matter than anyone else  was, 
excepting by the degree to see everything done  for the advantage of the  schools. They were 
continually being referred to the  Act, and if his memory served him right, under the  Act the 
management of schools was in the hands of their respective Committees, and he considered the 
Board ought not hastily to upset an appointment, which they had made on the recommendation 
of the committee of the school itself, as the best in their opinion that could be made from the 
applications before them. As to the youth of the teacher appointed, that was nothing. Was it not 
Alexander that conquered the world when he was 19 ? The Inspector, Mr Hodson, was coming 



here very shortly, and he could report to them on the matter, and if they found when he  came 
that this young person was teaching the children under her in an efficient manner, he for one 
would support her being maintained in her appointment. 
Mr Parker would support the motion if Mr Henderson would include the teachers in the 
province who did not possess certificates in motion. He certainly failed to see why Mr 
Henderson should single out the Blenheim School in particular. As to youth, there was the case 
of the newly-appointed teacher to the Renwick School. He had been informed on very good 
authority, that she was  a very young person. He would not support the motion unless all the 
uncertificated teachers in the province were included in it  
Mr Paul asked Mr Henderson how he had got hold of Miss Treadwell's age  
Mr Henderson Oh, I don't know it, I have seen it somewhere in the papers. At this point the 
Board adjourned for luncheon. On the Board resuming at. two o'clock, Mr Henderson said that 
the whole of the teachers, in the Marlborough- Education District, who were in charge of 
schools  under, the Board, and who were not holders of certificates, had only temporary 
appointments, and would come under the operation of his- resolution if it were passed, 
Mr Paul said that if Miss Treadwell was singled out as the one who' had obtained  an 
appointment without a certificate a great injustice would be inflicted on her. There were no less 
than 21 uncertificated teachers under the Board in the district at the end of December last. So 
that if Miss Treadwell was only appointed temporarily, they could only be appointed 
temporarily so. He certainly thought the committee had made an error in appointing so young a 
person, but as she had been appointed, and appeared to be efficient, it was better to leave her in 
the position. The Inspector  was coming here shortly, and. the least that could be done would 
be to wait until his visit had been made 
Mr Henderson did not think that. the Act contemplated assistant teachers.  
Mr Parker asked if Mr Lucas, was not headmaster of all the schools?; The Infant School was 
under his  supervision; and therefore: Miss Treadwell was not a head teacher in the. proper 
sense of the word, 
Mr 'Henderson' stated that all other teachers  in charge of Infant Schools in the colony had 
certificates. It was a great pity that there was, not an efficient teacher at the head of the 
Blenheim Infant School  
Mr Paul said there 'was no doubt that Miss Treadwell had -been appointed permanently, 
therefore, it she was told by the Board that she must now consider her appointment to be only 
temporary, she would have a very good notion against the Board for damages.  
Mr Seymour said that if they passed the motion it would be very much like retracing their 
steps. The whole matter had sprung out of the practice the Board had followed, up to that 'time 
of referring all applications to the committees, and in the generality of cases appointing the 
applicants so recommended; Miss  Treadwell had 'been. absolutely appointed at a fixed salary, 
and as Mr Paul had pointed out, there was a great possibility of her. having aground of action 
against the Board if her appointment was not treated as merely a temporary one.  
Mr Henderson asked if it was not beyond the power of the Board to have appointed Miss 
Treadwell, and her appointment being thus ultra vires she could have no remedy against the 
Board  
Mr Seymour could not say, for there would be other cases which would have to be dealt .with, 
if hers was. The Board could lay down certain rules with respect to appointments in the future, 
but he I hardly thought they ought to go back and fasten on one particular individual  a penalty 
that was not imposed on other individuals  similarly situated, ad far as the want of a certificate 
went. They ought certainly not to go back in the appointment until they had evidence before 
them: that the school was suffering by the appointment; He thought, that the inspector  should 
be asked 'to report on the matter, and in the evet of his deeming that, Miss Treadwell’s 



discharge of her duties was satisfactory they ought to let her continue in her appointment until 
such time as she could obtain a certificate.  
Mr Henderson thought it was absurd to have half of the school  under the charge of a person 
who was only a pupil teacher. Mr Seymour asked  Mr Henderson to let the matter' stand- over 
'until after the  Inspector had been able to report on it Mr. Henderson ep d that perceiving that 
whilst the Board acknowledged that Miss  Treadwell's appointment had been a mistake, they, 
were of opinion that Miss J Treadwell; having been '.appointed they should wait until they had 
heard what the Inspector had to say. He would withdraw his. motions until such time as the 
Inspector's report was before them. He wished it, however, to be dearly under.' stood that no 
matter what the Inspector's reports might be, he did not yield the position he had taken up.  
6th April 1883 Teachers' Classification.— We learn that the recent classification examination if 
teachers in this province has resulted as follows :-Mr Lucas, Head Master of the Blenheim 
Borough Schools, has completed his examination in Class D. Mr A. P. Burnham, second 
master in the same schools, has passed in Class D Mr J. H. Reynolds, Head Master of the 
Havelock School. had completed for class B.; Mr C. Ogilvie, of the Grovetown School, has 
partially passed for Class E.; Mr C. Bary,. assistant master of the Borough Schools, passed in 
Class E in everything except school management We have to congratulate the teachers above 
named on their success 
10th April 1883 The Blenheim Borough Schools have again been brought somewhat 
prominently under the notice of the public, and a few words on the subject may not come amiss 
from us at the present time. In order to give an intelligible account of the difficulty which has 
arisen at the Education Board, it will be necessary for us to go back a year or two in the history 
of the schools, to the time when their re-organisation was brought about. Amongst the many 
teachers whose services were then dispensed with were Mrs Macklin and a daughter, on whom 
had devolved the care of the Infant School. In their stead it was decided to have a mistress and 
two pupil teachers. Just previously, an attempt had been made to oust two other of the Misses 
Macklin, but the attempt having proved abortive, the hostile members of the Committee very 
laudably ceased their hostility, and assented to give Miss Macklin the appointment of mistress 
of the Infant School, at her former salary of £67 10s per annum, it being pretty well understood 
that if she gave satisfaction an effort would be made to obtain her a fairer rate of remuneration. 
About a year afterwards, on the earnest recommendation of the Inspector supported by the 
Committee, an assistant mistress was given to the school, and about the same date the 
Committee petitioned the Board to give the head mistress an appreciable increase of salary. 
The Board acceded to the applications, and most munificently voted Miss Macklin an increase 
of £1.0 a year, which, with the restoration of the 10 per cent by which all salaries had a year 
previously been reduced brought her salary up to the princely sum of £85 a year. Such 
generosity could scarcely be regarded as other than, satisfactory for a teacher who *had served 
four or five years under the Board, and she very naturally resigned her position, and left the 
district for one where she was more likely to meet with greater appreciation, and certainly 
could not meet with less. The Committee perceiving the impossibility of obtaining a head 
mistress at £85 ,a year, applied to the Board to advertise for one at £100, and, the Board 
assenting, in due course several candidates presented themselves. Thanks to the 'courtesy of the 
Secretary, Mr Robinson, the Committee were able to meet on the evening preceding the next 
Board meeting and inspect the applications. After carefully considering the documentary 
evidence before them, the unanimous 1 decision come to was that a lady, I who was at that. 
time mistress of the Renwick School  was the most suitable of all the persons who were 
seeking after the appointment. The Committee passed a resolution to that effect, to be 
transmitted to the Board. At the Board meeting on the following day, that body having all the 
applications and testimonials before them, gave the appointment to Miss Treadwell, the present 



mistress. Whilst we have no doubt that not a single member of the School Committee would 
care to shirk one iota of the responsibility resting on them in the matter, we may point out that 
it was the Board, not the Blenheim Committee, who appointed Miss Treadwell. A 
recommendation is purely and simply an expression of the Committee's preference for one 
candidate over the others. The Board retains and has always retained the prerogative, if it 
pleases to exercise it, of appointing someone other than the candidate recommended by the 
Committee, or of making no appointment at all from the candidates before them and of calling 
for fresh applications. That the Marlborough Education Board are aware of their prerogative, 
and have exercised it has been shown on more than one occasion, even of late. There was for 
example the case of the appointment of a headmistress to the Havelock School. The 
Committee, it will be remembered, recommended a certain candidate, but the Board refused to 
accept the nomination, and appointed someone else. Again we have a case in point when the 
Board declined to give effect to the resolution of the Blenheim School Committee, that the lad 
Charles Bary should be appointed male pupil-teacher of the Blenheim Borough Schools, and 
gave the position instead to young Stark. At the Board meeting following Miss Treadwell's 
appointment, one of the members called it in question and sought to have one clause of the Act, 
which had always before been allowed by the Board to remain inoperative, put in force against 
her alone, whilst there were I many other teachers besides herself equally ineligible to retain 
their appointments under the same clause. The Committee were right soundly abused, and as 
much as told they had intentionally deceived the Board. In order to remedy the supposed evil, it 
was suggested to turn out an unoffending teacher, whose only crime is her youth and  
her temerity in applying for an appointment under the Board, and to advertise for a new 
mistress, not at £85 per annum or £100 per annum, which was the bait offered before, but at 
£120, a salary which most assuredly would produce better applicants than the £100 a year. In 
other words, whilst condemning the Committee on one hand for not having recommended  a 
better applicant, when there was not a better one to recommend, it was acknowledged, on the 
other hand, by advocating an increase of salary by 20 per cent, that it was not possible to obtain 
a competent teacher at the salary previously offered. Let us look into the arguments adduced 
for one moment Miss Treadwell has been appointed, and so lar we have not heard, one single 
complaint made against her  management of the school  either by the Headmaster, the 
Committeemen, or any of the parents of the children. The opinions which have been expressed 
to us have, in fact, been quite the reverse. Is it, then, right or fair that she should be dismissed 
and have a black mark thus, made against her by persons who are not aware of all the 
circumstances of the case, until she has at least had a fair trial? We acknowledge without the 
least hesitation that it is desirable that the Headmistress of the Blenheim Infant School should 
be a person of mature age and high classification, but the wretched salary of £100 offered by 
the Board could not attract such a person, and the Committee were called upon to consider, 
what we must fain term inferior applications, and having no reason to think that if fresh 
applications were invited better ones would be forthcoming, selected the candidate whom they 
deemed the best qualified by past training. Under Miss Macklin the Infant School  was carried 
on with great success, and had the Board acceded to the Committee's request, to give her a 
substantial increase of salary, she would have remained in; charge of the school still, and- all 
the present trouble would have been avoided. But it seems somewhat strange to us that one of 
the very members who were opposed to increasing Miss Macklin’s salary from the wretched 
pittance of £67 10s she was at the time in receipt of should now bewail the consequences of her 
departure, and advocate the granting of a salary of £120 a. year. If the Board decide to offer a 
respectable salary for a responsible position, we should be exceedingly pleased at their doing 
so, but we feel confident that, until good cause to the: contrary is shown, the Committee having 
recommended and accepted Miss Treadwell's appointment— will do their best to maintain her 



in her present position, and protect her from attacks they may deem unjustifiable and 
unwarranted by the circumstances.  
2nd May 1883 The following report was received from Mr. Hodgson, the Inspector, on the 
efficiency of the teaching staff in the Blenheim Infant School  
"I have made two separate inspections of the school, so that I am in a position to express my 
opinion as to the efficiency of the present staff with some confidence. I am well satisfied with 
the work of the mistress, Miss Treadwell, who is intelligent, methodical, and arm, and also 
displays an aptitude for the special task with which she has been entrusted at so early  an age 
that I have rarely seen equalled in so young and comparatively inexperienced a teacher. With a 
full recollection of what the school was under Miss Treadwell’s predecessor, I can detect no 
greater falling-off in any respect than may be fairly attributed to the change of teachers, by 
which every School is more or less unfavorably affected. Of course my final opinion as to the 
efficiency of Miss Treadwell's teaching may be largely modified by the result of my next 
examination, but in the meantime I cannot see that the interests of the school are likely to suffer 
at all by her retention in office. The  pupil teachers are doing their port well, and appear to be 
quite equal to all kind of) work that they are engaged in."  
Mr Henderson said that the Education Board was indebted for the report. Mr Paul though it 
disposed of the question re Miss Treadwell's appointment which had been raised at last 
meeting. Miss Macaulay's resignation of her appointment as assistant in the Picton Infant 
School was received and accepted. Mr Amner, of the Fairhall School, wrote tendering his 
resignation. He added Certainly it is time same change was effected, seeing that the master 
cannot at his discretion inflict a slight corporal punishment on a child without the mother 
coming into the schoolroom and striking him in the face with her fist before the whole children. 
This was done on Tuesday, the third inst. by Mrs I Bishell, of Renwick New Road, the wife of 
a Committee-man." j  
Captain Ballie  moved that applications be invited for a female teacher for the Fairhall School 
at £80 a year j and house. Mr Paul seconded, and the motion was carried on a division, the ayes 
being 5, Messrs Seymour, Baillie, Dive, Paul, Hutcheson, and noes 2, Messrs Henderson and 
Ward 
A letter was received from the Blenheim School Committee forwarding resolutions passed at 
their last meeting, and asking the Board to accept Mr Bary’s  withdrawal, and recommending 
that his salary be increased in consequence of his having obtained a partial E certificate. Mr 
Henderson and Mr Seymour did not think that the application should be granted until he has 
served a year at his present salary of £70. A motion to this effect was moved by Mr Henderson 
and carried. It was resolved, on Mr Hodgson's recommendation, that slates be fixed to the 
desks in the Infant School, and that pictures of animals should be placed in the school 
2nd May 1883 the Editor of the Express. Sir,— l was greatly astonished to read a letter in your 
contemporary on Monday evening, signed Parent," in which the Borough Schools were 
attacked in a rather bitter and reckless manner. Bitter, in so far as the undercurrent of apparent 
personal vindictiveness of Bonn sort which underlay the letter reckless, inasmuch as the person 
who wrote the letter mast either be absolutely ignorant of the actual facts as regards the 
schools, or else, knowing the facts, wilfully misquoted and wilfully misunderstood them, 
relying on the fact that the majority of people in this world take figures which are stated with 
seeming candour to be absolutely correct. It is for this reason that I have  thought fit to reply to 
what a Parent" said, not because I see any merit in his composition, bat solely to remove from 
the public mind the totally false impression a Parent" has endeavored to convey. Our schools  
have got along so well during the past year and nine months, and they have been so free during 
that period from being made  a bone of contention, that I am sorry now to discover that there 
must be one person, at least, in our community who does not recognise how disastrous it is in 
the interests of the proper conduct of our schools for their management to be made the target of 



political missiles, possibly merely directed at it to gratify some paltry feeling of vindictiveness 
against one or two persons who have hitherto failed to be attacked with success on every other 
point, I will now take the charges advanced by a Parent," and prove beyond fear of dispute 
that^ they are absolutely unfounded, or, in plainer language, untrue. A Parent's chief charge is 
that since the June quarter, 1882, viz., the quarter during which Mr Dodson left to go to 
Wellington in the discharge of his parliamentary  duties, the school has fallen from 400 down 
to 324. That is to say by the end of December the school had lost 76 pupils." A "Parent" here 
shows himself to belong to that oldest of gentry who, in advancing any argument which is 
solely intended to suit themselves, believe in the observance of the principle of "Suppressio 
veri," He speaks of the attendance in December being 324, which of course means the average 
attendance for that term. Therefore, if his argument is of any worth, the "400" must represent 
average attendance also, or else his argument is no argument at all. This is the first wilful 
representation a "Parent" has made, for the simple reason that the average attendance at the 
Borough Schools has never been 400, or within 40 of that number. We thus detect "A Parent" 
comparing, not average attendance with average attendance, but the  average attendance at the 
Schools for the last quarter with the total number of children on the rolls in a preceding quarter, 
a manifest absurdity. "A Parent" alleges the Schools have 'lost 76 pupils within the year. Let us 
look at the actual figures supplied in the regular reports made by the Head Master to the 
Committee; and was find that in June last year the average attendance was 333. whereas last 
month it was 324, a difference of only nine, not 76, in favor of June last, a difference very 
easily accounted for by the extraordinary prevalence of sickness since the new year, and the 
exceptional dampness of the season. Having thus failed to discover that the schools have lost 
76 pupils in avenge attendance since last year, possibly it may be imagined that the difference 
stated will be found in the number of children inscribed on the School register as attending the 
School. Let us refer once more to the official figures. In June, 1882, the number of children on 
the roll was 429, last month it was 461 so that instead of a falling off of 76, we have here a 
clear gain of 32 pupils since June last, Having thus disproved a "Parent's" charge, I will just 
give the number of children who have been attending the school since the present staff has 
been in charge of it, and those figures will show that the school has steadily progressed In 
September, 1881, there were 389 children on the school register in December, 1881, 413 ;in 
March, 1882, 413 in June, 1882, 429 in September, 1882, 412 in December, 1882, 437 in 
March this year, 401, or an increase of 72 pupils since September, 1881. A Parent," in a later 
part of his letter, alleges that the state of things in our schools now has never happened before, 
even in our worst times Our worst time we may safely assume to be the last quarter of air 
Macklin's regime. The average attendance then was 259. It is now 324, or a gain of 85. The 
number on the roll then was 301 it is now 100 more, namely, 401. Will a Parent" kindly 
maintain an assertion which I have thus shown to be utterly untrue The schools have never 
been in 11 better position than now and one day during; the past month I know that 372 
children attended— the largest number ever in attendance at the school on any one day since 
Blenheim boasted a public school. With respect to the charge of neglect of the Committee to 
visit the schools, all I can say is that to my own knowledge the schools have been regularly 
visited by Committeemen, and that Mr Purser did not withdraw his motion for the appointment 
of a visiting committee on pressure from Mr Dodson, but because he thought that the matter 
having been ventilated, it would ensure regular visits from the Committee. Mr Dodson has 
regularly visited the Schools from the time he attained to a seat on the Committee, and that if 
the visits made by himself and Mr Terry to the Schools are reckoned up, it will be found that 
they more than average one visit a week for 1 the whole time to which they have 1 enjoyed the 
honor of being members of the most useful public body in the Province. A Member of the 
Blenheim School Committee. Blenheim, May 1st, 1883 



4th May 1883 following were the marks assigned at the examinations of candidates for 
admission to pupil teacherships, and first and second year 1 pupil teacherships, held by Mr 
Hodgson om Wednesday and Thursday last in the Borough Schools The maximum number of 
marks in each subject was — Arithmetic 150, geography 100, grammar and composition 125, 
reading 100 dictation 100, history 75, music- 75, writing 75, .total maximum for general 
knowledge 800, art of teaching  150; total marks obtainable 950. FOR ADMISSION. 
PASSED. Edward Watson, Blenheim School, aged 15 years 4 months.— Arithmetic 135, 
geography 60, grammar and composition 110, reading 70, dictation 100, music 60, writing 70, 
total marks general examination 605, art of teaching 100, total 705. Mary Matthews, Havelock 
School, aged 14 years.— 
FIRST YEAR'S PUPIL' TEACHERS. PASSED.' Nellie Hosking, Blenheim, aged 18 years 1 
month.— Arithmetic 75, geography 50, grammar and composition 110, reading 85, dictation 
95, history. 7s, music 50, writing 70, total for general examination 610, art of teaching 85, total 
695. PARTIAL SUCCESS. Mary Morrin, Waitohi, aged 17 years 9 months 
SECOND YEAR'S PUPIL TEACHERS. Passed. Mary Wrigley, Blenheim, aged 17 years 3 
months.— Arithmetic 90, geography 65,' grammar and composition 120, reading 95, dictation 
100, history 75, music 75, writing 70, total for general examination 690, art of teaching 115, 
total 805. Mary Bary, Blenheim, aged 15 years 5 months.— Arithmetic 110, geography 80, 
grammar and, composition 115,.- reading 8 dictation 100; history 65, music 50, writing 70, 
total for general examination 675, art of teaching  115. total 790, Edith -Stratford, Blenheim, 
aged 16 years 2 months . Arithmetic 85, geography 84, grammar and composition 110, reading 
90, dictation 90, history 70, music 70, writing 70, total for general examination 669, art of 
teaching 120, total 789. Gladys Prichard, Grovetown, aged -17 years. 
1st June 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening; Present Messrs Wm. 
Nosworthy (chairman), Dodson, Parker, Purser; McCullum, Hustwick, and Terry. The 
following report for the past month- was; received from the  Headmaster The averages of  the 
above schools was as follows: 
Upper Boy 131 
Upper Girls 90 
Infants' 144  
Total 365  
As it is usual in schools, with even smaller attendance  than that of the Borough Schools, to 
have apparatus for gymnastic ,exercise for the boys. I beg to apply that a few things— such  as 
horizontal bars,, parallel-bars, ladders, &o.— be provided and erected for the boys in the  play-
ground. 
The Secretary of the 'Education Board wrote stating  that the picture cards, &c, applied for will 
be supplied, and that the Board had decided not to comply with the request, at present, to 
increase Mr. Bary's salary.: The following letter was received from 'Mr Joseph Ward, jun., 
Headmaster of the Catholic School Blenheim, in reply to an invitation sent by the Chairman of 
.the Committee, to the children of the school, to attend Mr Hustwick's chemistry lecture 
Dear Sir,— I beg to thank you on behalf of .the Catholic children and myself for your 
invitation to Mr Hustwick’s  lecture. I purpose availing myself of your courtesy, in company 
with such of the elder boys as may, be directed by their parents to attend.  
Miss Harding wrote I regret having to lay before the Committee the necessity of the 
requirements of the girls' department coming direct from me. For some time I have asked that 
the girls' yard ,should be extended, as the square allotted to them is far too small, I also wish to 
call the attention of the Committee to the state of the girls' yard, which, after rain, is full of 
puddles and particularly dangerous at the lower end by mire. When the boys' yard was 
gravelled, quite expected to have seen at least a gravelled path leading through the girls' yard, 
but only the entrance was attended to, although at the time the yard was in as had a condition as 



at present. I cannot but feel that great injustice has been done with regard to the teaching 
power. Shoe last October I have been teaching, in Standards IV., V., arid VI., above 60 
scholars, while others have but one or two standards. This, as well as the extension of the yard, 
has been promised, to be put before the Committee. Mr Dodson said he had no objection to the 
gymnastic apparatus for the boys, but he did not think the Board would grant the money 
necessary. The best plan would be for the school to give another concert to raise funds, for the 
Committee had no means, in fact their funds were not sufficient, for the proper conduct of the 
schools.  
There was not a school in the colony be badly treated as the Blenheim School Committee by 
the Board. He thought perhaps if the Committee wrote referring the application to the Board 
some good might result. Mr Purser moved that the  application be sent to the Board, and regret 
expressed that the Committee had no funds, and recommending the Board to grant the head-
master's application. Mr Dodson seconded and the motion was carried..  
The matter of appointing pupil teachers was then brought np on the recommendation that Miss 
Wrigley and Master Watson should be recommended by the Committee Mr Terry pointed out 
that it was two female pupil-teachers whom it was agreed to have, and moved that the 
Committee recommend the appointment of Miss Hosking and Miss Wrigley for the two Vacant 
pupil teacherships. Mr Terry moved that Mr Lucas be requested to appoint one of the pupil 
teachers to assist Miss Harding in the Girl’s. School,  The motion was carried.  
Miss Harding's letter then came on for consideration.  
Mr Dodson had great regret in hearing the letter read; He regretted still more that Miss Harding 
had sent the letter direct to the Committee, instead of through the head master in the proper; 
and customary, manner. He was, quite conscious that Miss Harding. had taught her school 
well,, but thought if the Committee received the letter they would open the door to direct 
communications from all the other teachers.  
Mr Purser thought that the letter was out of place, especially as at the. last meeting the 
Committee had granted an important request with respect to Miss Harding's School; and had in 
no way shown that they were not desirous of doing the best for it.  
Mr Dodson thought that under ,the circumstances the letter  was one which could not be dealt 
with by the Committee, and he, moved that .Miss. Harding letter, be returned to her, with the 
request that all communications she wished to have with the Committee must be sent through 
the headmaster 
Mr Hustwick said that when  the Committee, decided some time since that the, Head Master 
should he supreme in the school, they were doubtful as to whether they  could obtain an 
efficient Head Mistress for the girls. It. seemed to him now, however, that Miss Harding was  
quite competent to administer her; school without the interference— or, rather, supervision of 
the Head Master. Without exactly complaining  Miss Harding in her letter said' that at times 
her recommendations had not received sufficient attention. Her chief idea was to, make known 
her requirements direct to the Committee, I without going through the formality of sending her 
recommendation through the hands of the Head Master: He would not support the motion but 
still he thought the. Committee could not entertain, the letter in the terms in which it was 
couched.  
Mr Terry, said that, while, acknowledging that the Committee ought to express their 
satisfaction' and confidence in Miss Harding as- Head Mistress .of  the Girls' School, he 
thought she, had committed a grave error in sending her letter direct to the Committee. When 
the staff of the school was decided upon it was understood that the Head Master was to be the 
real and responsible head teacher, of the schools.  The Committee were to look to him for the 
thorough efficiency of the teaching in all parts of the Schools, and on him would be laid a great 
measure of the blame if the teaching in any part of the school did not come up to the standard it 
was expected it should. Miss Harding's  letter, as it came before them, meant nothing. more nor 



less than that she wished to free herself absolutely from any right of Mr Lucas to her, or .in 
anyway supervise the Girls' school.  As. the staff was, fixed that could not be. Moreover, the 
whole time Miss Harding had. been in the school the Committee had never once had a 
complaint from her that Mr. Lucas had in any way hampered or interfered with her, nor did he 
believe that such a complaint could be lodged. Again, if Miss Harding wished to. make 
recommendations to. the Committee, she could always make them by forwarding a letter 
through the Head Master to the Committee, who would always give anything she wrote careful 
and courteous consideration. To receive the present letter would be imperil the discipline of the 
school. Mr Parker was inclined to agree with Mr Hustwick, and thought the Girls' School had 
been neglected, Mr Dodson said that up to this time Mr Lucas had been Head Master of the 
schools;- If it was a question of severing the Boys' and Girls' Schools completely it might be 
discussed but the question now was not whether Miss. Harding should, have perfect and 
absolute control of the Girls' School or not. It was whether Miss Harding could  write to the 
Committee direct making complaints?  
Mr Hustwick agreed there was that objection to the letter.  
Mr Parker thought if the Visiting Committee recommended by Mr Purser had been appointed, 
these matters could be seen into. 
Mr Terry did not see that at all. The schools had been visited of late, and nothing of this nature 
had transpired. The Head Master it was whom the Committee held responsible, and he. could 
say that when the question was put to him some- time since, he had told Miss Harding that all 
recommendations to the Committee must be made by her through the Head Master, until such 
time as the Committee decided otherwise. 
Mr Dodson was pained at such a letter. Miss Harding was undoubtedly a good teacher and 
slaved at the schools, but the Committee were placed in the uncomfortable position of either 
going back upon what they had decided upon in times gone bye, or having to write what to a 
lady might appear a rude letter.  
Mr Hustwick thought Miss Harding's letter a mistake, but it would be perhaps best to deal with 
it privately. Mr Parker said it might come more courteously if Miss Harding wore informed 
that her letter could not be considered unless she first sent a copy  of it to Mr Lucas.  
Mr Purser thought that this matter showed the want of a properly organised Visiting Committee 
Mr Dodson asked if Mr Purser had visited the Schools lately Mr Purser Yes. I have and so has 
Mr Terry, and yet we have never heard anything of this trouble before. How will an appointed 
Visiting Committee be any better? 
 Mr McCullum expressed the opinion that as. Mr Lucas was the responsible head of the School, 
all letters from the other teachers to the Committee should be sent through him. Mr Dodson's 
motion was put and carried. Mr Dodson said he had never had anything at this Committee 
which had given him more .pain.  
A copy of Mr Stewart's circular, which had been lent to the Committee: for the  meeting by the 
Secretary of the Education Board was then read. Mr Terry said that knowing that through some 
oversight Mr Stewart had not sent a circular to the Committee, and wishing that the Committee, 
should assist him in, attaining the object he had in view, he had drafted a set of resolutions 
which he thought the Committee might adopt. The resolutions were out though the Committee 
have by inadvertence not received a circular from Mr Stewart, the Chairman be requested to 
inform him— 
 (1); That in time opinion of this Committee the present system of cumulative voting at. 
committee elections is open to grave objections, and should be superseded  by one allowing 
householders to exercise seven votes as at present at each elections, but with the restriction that 
no one voter shall be allowed to exercise more than one vote for any one candidate.  
(2). .That .nominations of candidates for School Committees should be made several days prior 
'to the day of election and given due publicity to. 



 (3). That School Committee elections should be. held by ballot and otherwise conducted as to 
poll and hours of polling 'as regulated by the Local Elections' Act.' 1  
(4). That the present system of Education Board elections should be changed, and education 
districts divided into a number of sub-districts, returning each a number of members 
proportionate to the number of children in average' attendance .at the scholars in each such sub-
districts respectively, 'such elections to be' made by the School. Committees.  
(5). That the powers and functions of School Committees: should  be carefully defined and 
specified,  
(6). That the 'allowances of School Committees should be according to a fixed scale, not 
variable at the will or caprice of, the superior body, and that the sole objects on which such 
allowance may be expended be clearly specified.  
 Mr Hustwick thought that the Committee should hold an adjourned meeting and deal with Mr 
Stewart's, questions fully. He would move that the consideration of Mr Stewart's, circular be 
deferred. 
Mr Dodson was quite willing to consider the circular  at an adjourned meeting. 
Mr Parker thought Mr Terry had touched upon all the material questions raised by Mr Stewart's 
circular, and he moved that the propositions brought forward by Mr Terry be agreed to 
Mr Dodson and Mr McCallum, considered that the resolution would fully meet all the wants 
felt by the. Committee, with outgoing through the long string of questions in Mr Stewart’s 
circular.  
Some discussion took place on .tuft various clauses of Mr. Terry's resolutions, all of which 
were unanimously agreed to, with the exception of that  condemning cumulative  voting, on 
which a division was taken, the aye's being 5; viz., Messrs. Dodson, Parker, Purser, McCullum, 
and Terry, and the noes 2, Messrs Hustwick and Nosworthy.  
The whole resolution was then declared to be carried.  
Mr Dodson was granted leave of absence during the coming session of Parliament.  
Mr Purser asked if any communication had been received from the Board in reply to the 
application for a grant in aid of a night school.  
The Chairman stated. that no reply had been received from the Board.  
Mr. Purser begged to move that a visiting committee be appointed, consisting of two members, 
such committee to visit the schools twice a month, as agreed upon, and their duties to terminate 
monthly. Mr Dodson seconded. The motion, was put and. carried., Messrs Purser and Parker 
were appointed the visiting committee for the month of June.  
The Committee. The adjourned,   
5th June 1883 Mr Nosworthy, Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee, wrote in 
accordance with resolutions passed at the Committee's late meeting. Se the application for 
gymnastic apparatus, a lengthy discussion took place. Major Baillie moved that £10 he granted 
for the purpose. Mr Ward did not approve of the motion,' and thought the Board would be 
deluged with similar applications. Major Baillie amended his motion to read that £10 be voted 
by the Board !to subsidise a like amount to be raised in Blenheim for the erection of a 
gymnastic apparatus in the school grounds. Mr Parker seconded the motion, which was carried 
It was decided to appoint Miss Hosking and Miss Wrigley pupil teachers' to the Blenheim 
school , 
29th June 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening . Present:—Messrs -W. 
Nosworthy (Chairman,) Hustwick, McCallum Purser, Parker, and Terry. The, Headmaster 
reported as follows  
The  average. attendance and the number on the roll for the past quarter were 
Boys 128.7,  141 
Girls 88.9, 123 
Infants 142.45, 203  



Total 360.05, 468  
Although the attendance for, the past quarter, is the, highest yet attained it is disproportionate 
to the number of children at present on the roll. I. would therefore propose that a few hundred 
slips be printed, enquiring the reason of such irregular attendance, and signed by the Chairman, 
I would again draw attention to the necessity of a larger space being allotted for the girls', 
playground, and also the removal of the' outhouses.  A letter was received from Messrs  Lucas 
and Burnham, applying for increases of their present salaries, and requesting ;the Committee to 
recommend such increases to them Board, Mr Purser moved that the applications of Mr Lucas 
and Mr. Burnham be forwarded to the -Board with  a  recommendation  that the Board grant 
them, say, that the salary of Mr Lucas be £300; and that of Mt Burnham £200. Mr Hustwick 
moved as an amendment that the Chairman procure a copy of the Education Report; and when 
it comes to hand to allow the members of the committee to have the same, and that the 
discussion of Mr Purser's motion be postponed until next month. The amendment was carried| 
It was resolved, on Mr. Hustwick’s motion, that Mr Lucas' return of the attendance at the 
schools be returned to him, asking him to return a monthly average attendance statement in 
;addition to a quarterly one. The Visiting Committee made, their report, and amongst other 
matters proposed a fresh division of, the girls’ playground in order to give them larger space to 
play in,—-It was resolved on Mr Purser's motion, that the school playground be divided 
anew.—A number of accounts were passed for payment. There was another account from Mr 
J- Smith, tinsmith, certified to by the head master. Some discussion took place on the .subject, 
and ultimately, it was resolved that the Chairman, write to the head master drawing his 
attention to the account, and informing him that certain items therein were unauthorised by the 
Committee, and that by the rules of the Committee unauthorised expenditure cannot be 
entertained, It was  resolved on Mr Purser's motion; that Mr Lucas be written to asking whether 
he has attended to the Committee’s instructions re appointing one of the female pupil teachers 
to the Girls’ school. Messrs McCallum and Terry were appointed a Visiting. Committee 
25th June 1883 We understand that Mr Terry has resigned his seat on the Blenheim School 
Committee, on the ground that business engagements for some time to come will preclude  him 
from doing justice to the office. Mr Terry has been a member of the Committee since the 
memorable School Committee election in 1881. 
3rd August 1883 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The Blenheim School Committee met lost evening. Present Messrs Nosworthy (Chairman), A. 
McCallum, Parker, Hustwick, Purser, and Terry. The minutes of the preceding meeting were 
read and confirmed.. The Secretary of' the Education Board wrote stating that the Government 
had informed him that there was no .money available, for a night school; in Blenheim.  
The Visiting Committee in the course of their report, reported aa follows:- We would 
recommend that the Board be requested to erect seats all along the inside, of the covered way 
adjoining the entrances to the Boys’ and Girls' Schoolrooms, and that a few more pegs be 
placed in the part near the Girls’ School, The first would afford a resting .place for children 
during the luncheon hour in wet weather, and the second would prevent hats and cloaks kicking 
about the porch, as we noticed when on our tour of inspection. The girls' playground is in a 
disgracefully sloppy condition, and is of no .use.at all unless some efficient steps are taken to 
drain it. At present .rainwater lies in it in pools, which do not dry up until long after the 
remaining portions of the school grounds are free from water.  
On Mr Terry's motion, the recommendation suggested re forms and pegs was directed to be 
made to the Board.  
Mr Wemyss tendered £13 17s 6d for the removal of the girls' school fence to include another! 
part of the School ground.  
Mr McCullum said that the playground required a few drains in it,. but that would be too 
expensive for the Committee to undertake.  



The recommendations of the Visiting Committees of June and July ordered to. be forwarded to 
the Board with a request to undertake the work.  
The Chairman moved that the Board be asked to increase the allowance to the Committee. The 
present grant of 6d per, head per .child on the average attendance was totally inadequate to 
meet the requirements of the schools. The motion was carried  
The Head Master wrote requesting (1) That the register stoves in the upper and lower boys' 
room be removed, and that the open fireplaces be left. (2) That the use of the lower boys' 
school be granted for a night-school. (3) That the Committee make some arrangements for 
whitewashing the inside of the outhouses. On Mr Purser's motion, seconded by Mr McCullum, 
the second request was granted, as also the third. Mr Lucas wrote stating that the subscription 
raised for the purpose of procuring funds for a gymnasium had realised £10, and he asked that 
the Committee should apply to the Board for the £10 subsidy promised by them. The 
application as requested was directed to be made, on the  motion of the Chairman. Miss 
Harding applied for an increase of £17 in her salary. On Mr Purser's motion, the application 
was directed to be sent to the Board. Mr Bary wrote, asking the Committee to remind the Board 
of the promise made that an increase of salary should be granted him at the termination of the 
first year of his teachership. On Mr Terry's motion, the application was directed to be sent to 
the Board. The applications of Messrs Lucas and Burnham for an increase of salary were again 
brought on for discussion 
Mr Purser moved that the applications be sent on to the Board, with the Committee's 
recommendation." He spoke in the most eulogistic terms of the progress made by the school 
under the present teaching staff. There was no discussion on the motion, which was declared to 
be carried. Mr Purser asked what steps were being taken to put the compulsory clauses- of the 
Education Act into force. The Chairman stated that the police had expressed their willingness 
to assist the Committee. Mr Purser moved that the Chairman write to certain parents, 
demanding that their children be sent to school, and that in the event of non-compliance with 
the demand the matter be placed in Mr Bullen's hands. ;t Mr W. Nosworthy and Mr Hustwick 
were appointed a Visiting Committee for the month. The' meeting then adjourned.  
7th August 1883 The Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee wrote forwarding a number 
of resolutions passed at the last meeting of the Blenheim School Committee. It was resolved 
that £10 be paid as a subsidy to the £10 raised by the Head Master of the Borough Schools, for 
the erection of a school gymnasium. Re alterations in the Girls' School playground, the 
architect was instructed, on Mr Sinclair's motion, to visit  the school playground and report on 
the matter at next meeting. Re the request for an increase of the allowance to the Committee, 
notice of motion for next meeting was given by 'Mr Parker that the payments to Committees 
throughout the district be revised; On Mr Sinclair's motion it was decided to supply the hat and 
cloak pegs, and the forms for the covered way outside the school were ordered to be put up. 
The applications of Messrs Lucas, Burnham, and Bary, and Miss Harding, came on for 
consideration. Mr Sinclair gave notice to move at next meeting, that the salaries of the teaching 
staff at the Borough Schools be as follows Mr Lucas £300, Mr Burnham £200, Mr Bary £120, 
Miss Harding £162. Printed forms for service on parents neglecting to send their children 
regularly to school were directed to be supplied to the Blenheim School Committee 
31st August 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Present Messrs W. 
Nosworthy (chairman), Parser, McCullum , Parker, Hustwick, and Terry. The minutes of the 
preceding meeting were read and confirmed.  
The Chairman stated that Mr Lucas had handed him £10 for the gymnastic apparatus for the 
school. The Board had likewise paid over the promised subsidy of £10. Mr Lucas was now 
making inquiries as to the kinds of gymnastic apparatus in vogue elsewhere, and when this 
information was obtained he would call the Committee together and consult their wishes in the 
matter. The following report was received from the Head-master The monthly average for 



August is as follows Upper and Lower Boys 131.85 Girls 91.30 Infants 156.00 Total average 
397.15  
 For the senior infants' room two low benches are required, aa there is not sufficient desk room 
and in the lower infants' room there are but two of the windows that will open since the new 
gallery had been erected, and hence there is not sufficient ventilation. The space which the two 
small porches in front of the building afford is altogether inadequate for the hats, cloaks, and 
luncheons of nearly two hundred children, more especially as the doors  of the porch and the 
junior .infant room open in the same direction, thus depriving the pupils of the use of even the 
small number of pegs that are placed there. The fact also that the porches are the only means of 
shelter for the children will, I trust, show the Committee the necessity of something being done 
to afford a little comfort for the juveniles." On Mr Hustwick’s motion, it was resolved to 
procure a new hand-bell for the use of the school.  
The Board was directed  to be applied to for a number of ink wells and the repair of an unsafe 
register stove in the  Head Master's residence complained of by the Head Master.  
On Mr Terry's motion it was resolved to apply to the Board for a cupboard, to be placed in the 
senior infant department, to store the articles used for object lessons. The Chairman reported 
that steps were being taken to ensure the attendance at school of a number of children now 
running the town without any instruction. Mr Terry wished to ask the Chairman what 
arrangements the Committee had for the supply of ink to the Schools  
The Chairman stated that it was now obtained locally. He obtained it from Mr Hustwick.  
Mr Terry asked what price was paid to Mr Hustwick  
The Chairman said that formerly ink used to be supplied to the Schools by Clark and Co., of 
Wellington, at 10s per gallon, which, with freight and other charges, came to about 11 
shillings. The price paid Mr Hustwick was 9s per gallon. Mr Terry said he had been induced to 
put his question in order to show that the price of 9s a gallon was far in excess of what good 
ink in bottles and not manufactured locally by Mr Hustwick could be obtained for. He was in 
receipt of a communication from Messrs Clark and Co., stating that they would supply a good 
record ink to the Committee at the rate of 6s 6d per gallon and he had also learnt on enquiry 
that Mr .Bison could supply the best imported commercial ink at 7s, or even 6s 6d. This was a 
very wide difference from 9s a gallon. and he thought that fresh arrangements should be 
entered into by the Committee.  
The Chairman said that he alone was responsible for obtaining the ink from Mr Hustwick. Mr 
Hustwick only agreed very reluctantly to supply it. Mr Hustwick accused Mr Terry of being 
actuated by animus in bringing up the matter.  
Mr Terry said it was not a proper thing that Mr Hustwick, as a member of the Committee, 
should trade with the Committee, nor that anyone holding a seat ova public body should have  
dealings with that body. Mr Hustwick was of the same opinion, and had always objected to 
Robinson Bros, trading with the Borough Council. The Chairman said he had done what he 
thought was best at the time. There was now enough, ink in the schools to last till Christmas, 
and when more was required he would take steps to obtain it at the price mentioned by Mr 
Terry. A little desultory conversation ensued, and the matter was allowed to drop. Messrs 
Nosworthy and Hustwick were appointed the Visiting Committee for the ensuing month.  
4th September 1883 The motion was That the salaries of the teaching staff of the Borough 
Schools be as follows Mr Lucas, £300; Mr Burnham, £200 Mr Bary, £120 Miss Harding, £162.  
Mr Seymour read the report of the Committee on the Board's Revenue and Expenditure. Mr 
Sinclair said that under that motion it would be no use to go on with the motions for the 
increase of the Head Master's and Second Master's shades. He thought however that Miss 
Harding's and Mr Bary's salaries should he increased —Miss Harding's to the level of Mr 
Burnham's, and Mr Bary's to £100,  



Mr Henderson seconded. The Board were under a promise to increase Mr Bary's salary. Miss 
Harding had done most successful work, and he thought it right that she should be paid an 
equal salary with the Second Master, the more especially as she taught three Standards to his 
two.  
Mr Paul said Mr Bary was a very deserving young man, but he thought it better to give him a 
vacancy in a school when it arose, and have a pupil-teacher in his stead in the Borough School. 
They would save their funds in that way. Mr Seymour thought Mr Bary ought to remain at his 
salary .until he has obtained his certificate, and then put him into a vacancy. He did not 
remember any promise.  
Mr Henderson said he thought there was a promise, Mr Sinclair thought they were, holding out 
very poor encouragement to their pupil teachers. He thought 'Mir Bary should be given the 
increase, with the! intimation that he had better endeavour to take a position in another of the 
Board's schools when a vacancy arises. On Mr Henderson's motion, seconded by Mr Sinclair, 
an expression of regret was: directed to be sent to the Head Master and second Master.  
The motion was put and carried, and the  Board adjourned.  
6th September 1883 Night School.—It will be seen that Mr Burnham, of the Borough Schools, 
intends opening a night school on Monday evening next, for the benefit of those who are 
unable to attend school during the day. The nigh^-school. will be open on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, from 7.30 p.m. We cannot too strongly recommend, those anxious to push on 
their  education to join. 
28th September 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Present Messrs R. W. 
Parker, Purser, Dodson, McCullum, Terry, and Hustwick. The minutes of the preceding 
meeting were read and confirmed. In the absence of the Chairman Mr R. W. Parker was voted 
to the Chair. The Head Master reported as follows on the attendance at the Schools Upper and 
Lower Boys, 124; Girls, 90-5; Infants, 160 grand total, 374. The highest attendance during the 
month was 412." Mr Hustwick, who with Mr Nosworthy had been appointed the Visiting 
Members for the Schools for the past month, reported that he and Mr Nosworthy had been 
unable to visit them, and had, therefore, no report to make. Mr Purser very much regretted that 
such was the case, as it was the second month running that those gentlemen had' been 
appointed the Visiting Committee,] mid during the two months they had not made a visit to the 
Schools,  
Mr Dodson and Mr Purser were appointed the Visiting Committee for the 1 ensuing month. 
The following letter was received from Mr William Nosworthy At the last meeting I was so 
much annoyed at one of the members reproaching another for an action for which, if there was 
any blame, was mine for persuading that member to supply the ink against his will, I have 
absented myself from this' meeting, taking time to consider what course I shall follow." If Mr 
Hustwick would ask if the Committee intended taking any action in consequence of the 
Chairman's letter. Mr Parker said that he thought the matter had been settled, and was sorry to 
see anyone try to raise it again. As it was, however, he would refer the Committee to the 
minute made by Mr Nosworthy in the minute-book, concerning the matter. Mr Nosworthy's 
minute ran as follows Mr Terry remarked that the price paid or about to be paid for the last 
supply of ink was 9 shillings, and that good ink could be obtained for 75." —He could see no 
harm in Mr Terry making the remark, and Mr Hustwick had no reason to take umbrage at it. He 
thought that the whole matter had been fully explained in the papers. Mr McCullum considered 
that Mr Hustwick had unnecessarily taken offence. Mr Dodson said that if it was a fact that ink 
could be obtained for 7s per gallon, whereas it was now being paid for at the rate of 9s per 
gallon, Mr Terry was perfectly right in making the remark. Mr Purser agreed that, at the time 
the ink was obtained from Mr Hustwick its fair market price might be 9s, but when more ink 
was required Mr Terry's information would be valuable. Messrs McCullum and Dodson agreed 
that the letter was not one for the Committee to consider, and that if Mr Nosworthy wished he 



could resign. Mr Purser thought no notice should be taken of the letter. The Committee 
formally declined to take any notice of the letter. Mr Parser wished to draw attention to a 
matter of some importance; There was a rather too liberal allowance of stick being meted out in 
the infant room. The matter had come up once before the Committee, and he thought such 
treatment should be discountenanced. In one case which had come to his knowledge, one child 
who had attended the school only a fortnight, during that time had been beaten no less than 
three times and this  was not a solitary case where there had been too great an application of 
slick. 'Mr Dodson objected to the use of the stick most entirely. Mr Hustwick thought that it 
would not be wise to discontinue the use of the cane altogether, and that some amount of 
discretion should be left to the mistress. The Chairman suggested that the matter should be left 
in the hands of the Visiting Committee to .institute inquiries. He had f received complaints of a 
similar character. Mr McCallum was of opinion that if the stick were abolished, the teacher 
would be practically at the mercy of the children. If a teacher could not use the cane with 
proper discretion she would not be fit to be allowed to have charge of a school. Mr Terry had 
received similar complaints, but would not be favorable to the total abolition of the cane in the 
schools,  though he believed it was now being used too freely. Mr Purser thought there were 
other ways of punishing children besides beating them. The Visiting Committee were directed 
to make inquiries. Mr Purser asked Mr Hustwick if he had the idea of giving any more lectures 
in the schools Mr Hustwick had one in course of preparation. Mr Purser asked if Mr Hustwick 
anticipated illustrating it by experiment Mr Hustwick Without experiments they would be not 
be lectures at all. Mr Purser :My object in making the inquiry is that from what I hear there is 
very great danger attending some of Mr I Hustwick’s experiments. Such experiments  involve a 
risk and responsibility on the Committee, which I for one do not care to take. I do not think that  
dangerous experiments ought to be tried. On the occasion of the last lecture I understand Mr 
Hustwick was trying to 1 explain the principle of the Humphrey Davy lamp to the children, and 
that while approaching a light to a bag of gas in order to show with what impunity a Humphrey 
D ivy lamp could be taken into an atmosphere highly charged with gas, the  gas ignited, and the 
bag exploded and flaw all over the room, much to the surprise at the lecturer. I must say I fail 
to see how a Humphrey Davy lamp dovetailed iv with a lecture on "Water." Experiments very 
well in experienced hands but with those who are not certain as to what will be the  result, their 
value is greatly detracted from. I would ask, If such result attended a lecture on Water,", what 
might was explained as the consequence of a lecture on For my part I dread the result. Mr 
Hustwick: May I ask who la your informant Mr Parser: Some  of the audience. Mr Hustwick 
have yon any good reason to believe them in preference  to we, and if I assure you that there 
was not the slightest danger in any of my experiments, either to myself or to those present, will 
you believe me Mr Purser: Certainly Mr. Hustwick :  
Thou I will assure you there was no danger. The bag of gas, it is true, burst, and that was all. 
Mr Parser; You were going, 1 believe, to show that it was impossible for the gas to explode, 
but to your own astonishment it did. I hope that if the  Committee sanction any further 
experiments Mr Hustwick will be careful that they are not of an inflammable nature. Mr 
Hustwick I think the question is childish. You may be sure that tor my own sake, and for the 
sake of my children who. are present at the lectures, I shall do nothing' that will involve the 
slightest risk. Mr Parser I feel quite sure that Mr 1 Hustwick would not knowingly do anything 
risky, and that the Committee are under a debt of gratitude to him for his lectures, but I cannot 
ignore the fact that if by mistake he should bring together the wrong concoctions, the danger is 
more than I, as a member of the Committee, feel inclined to take. Were anything to happen to 
the buildings the Committee alone would be responsible, and would never hear the last of it. It 
is the risk I object to, and I put it to the Committee in this way:— lf there was so much danger 
connected with the lecture on "Water," awing to had manipulation on the part of the lecturer, 
what might we not expect from the lecture on Gas." For my part, if this lecture is to be 



illustrated with doubtful experiments I should like that on that evening the Fire Brigade should 
be fully equipped and ready on  the spot. Mr Hustwick I can only repeat that there has been no 
risk in any lecture I have given, nor will there be any risk in any lectures I may give in the 
future. My object has been to give instruction to the children which they could not obtain from 
books. I know the lectures have been a great gratification to the children, and a few others, and 
without boing illustrated by experiments they would be no good. The Chairman thought the 
explanation satisfactory. Mr Terry asked if the School buildings were insured. Mr Dodson No. 
The Board  discontinued insuring about two years ago. Mr Hustwick I thought they were. I 
know that formerly, when Mr Fell was on the Committee, they were insured in his office. Mr 
Purser moved the following resolution, which was not carried That Mr Hustwick be informed 
that the Committee, having in view the dangerous nature of some of his experiments, request 
thot for the future he will discontinue the same." Mr Dodson said the effect of the motion, if 
carried, would be to do away with the lectures altogether. x Mr Terry gave notice of the 
following motions, which he announced to bring on for discussion at the next monthly meeting 
of the Committee "That, in the opinion of this Committee, the time has arrived when the boys' 
and girls' schools should be separate and distinct schools. "That with the view of giving full 
effect to the foregoing resolution, the Board be requested to order the necessary alterations for 
the transfer of the girls school to the building at present used for the infant classes, and the 
removal of the infants to the schoolroom now in the occupation of Miss Harding and the 
teachers under her and, further, that a close fence be created across the school grounds, in such 
a manner as to shut off entirely the building proposed to be used as the girls' school, and the 
playground around it, from the boys' playground." Mr Dodson said that apropos of Mr Terry's 
resolutions, he thought the time had probably arrived for getting a better school for the 
Province of Marlborough, namely, a District High School. He had sounded one or two 
Ministers on the subject, and had reason to feel satisfied that such a school would be granted if 
it were shown that the requirements of the district would warrant its establishment. Almost 
every town in New Zealand of. our size had such a school. He had demonstrated to Mr 
Rolleston the effect of the want of a school of the kind in the district, and Mr Rolleston had 
promised to grant the necessary land. He had seen Mr Dick  also, and he had promised to give 
the  necessary sanction and endow the school with a grant of money. Mr Purser was sure the 
Committee ought I to feel very much obliged to Mr Dodson for his action. Mr Dodson said the 
Committee should keep the matter before them, and ascertain whether the requirements of the 
district would warrant the establishment of the school. There was a possibility of Mr I Dick, the 
Minister of Education, visiting the district on his way to Nelson next month, when further 
representations could be made to him in the matter. Mr Terry moved that the thanks of the 
Committee be tendered to Mr Dodson, for the steps he has taken to promote the establishment 
of a District High School for the province. Mr Purser seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. Mr McCullum asked whether it was worth while taking any notice of the reports 
in one of the local papers as to Miss Harding's position in the Schools. Mr Dodson said that 
when the staff was formed it was understood that Miss Harding was to be really and nominally 
independent, excepting that she was to send all reports that she had for the Committee through 
the Head Master. The Chairman pointed out that Mr .Terry's motion would effectually deal 
with the question of her status. The Board then adjourned.  
2nd October 1883 The following tenders were received for fencing at the Blenheim Borough 
Schools -F. Watson (accepted), £54 G. Mason, £60 10s. 
19th October 1883 A special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last evening 
for the purpose of determining upon the expenditure of the school gymnasium fund. The 
chairman (Mr W. Nosworthy and Messrs Dodson, Purser, McCallum , Hustwick and Terry, as 
was also Mr Lucas, who had been specially asked to attend and assist the committee in arriving 
at a decision. After a long discussion a sub-committee was appointed to draw np specifications 



and call for tenders for the  following gymnastic apparatus Horizontal bar, upright poles, 
parallel bar, horizontal ladder, inclined adder, vaulting horse, roman rings, two giant strides, 
and a see-saw. The three latter are for the  amusement of the girls and infants 
26th October 1883 Blenheim Borough School. TO BUILDERS AND CARPENTERS. 
TENDER addressed to the Chairman of School Committee, Blenheim, care of Mr Hustwick, 
Market Place," will be received up to six o'clock of FRIDAY, Nov. 2nd for The erection of 
.Gymnastic Apparatus. Specifications may be seen on application, to Mr Hustwick, from whom 
all particulars may be known. 
2nd November 1883 We understand that another Concert will be given by the children  of the 
Borough Schools early in December, for the purpose of raising funds for a School picnic on the 
breaking-up day for the Christmas holidays. We are sure that such a concert, and with such an 
object, will meet with hearty support 
3rd November 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening, Present. Messrs W. 
Nosworthy (Chairman),- Purser, McCallum, Parker.-Dodson, and. Terry, The Chairman stated 
that no tenders had been .sent, in, for  the .erection .of gymnastic apparatus for the Schools. It 
was resolved, on Mr Hodson's motion, that fresh tenders. be invited, and that the sub-
Committee be empowered to accept or reject tenders, as they might think proper, or make such 
arrangements as they should .consider best. Mr Dart, Secretary  of  the Private Choral Society,' 
wrote, as, follows I am instructed by the committee of the Private Choral Society, to inform 
you that for various reasons the Society desires to obtain a more retired situation for their 
practices than the hall of, the Institute now used by them, and as the Society is non-sectarian 
and non-political character, the hope, the request I now make may receive favorable 
consideration. The Society, desires to obtain the use of the Borough School room for the 
weekly practices of the Society. Should the request be granted, the Society would desire 
permission to bring gas into the room for lighting .purposes.  
Mr Purser did riot think it advisable to establish the precedent of opening the doors of the 
school to similar societies,  
Mr Dodson thought. that, no harm could come. The. Society, had its object the instruction of 
its. members in music, and that was an object everyone must approve of.  
Mr Parker pointed out that permission would, have to be granted to all similar societies' 
established in the future. 
 Mr Purser thought that if permission were given in this instance other societies would make 
like 'applications. The Matter would be different if there were no public halls in the place. 
Mr Terry was favorable to giving the necessary permission on the terms stated, provided 
farther that the Society insured the buildings from fire, as at present they were totally 
uninsured, and all risk from, the use of light should be minimised as much as possible.  
Mr Parker and Mr Purser strongly opposed the motion.  
Mr Hustwick was favorable to granting permission. In other parts of the colony schools were 
used for all purposes, such as dances, divine worship, etc.  
Mr McCullum said there was a time when the school was used for divine worship, dances, 
concerts, etc., but now there were other buildings for these special purposes. That schoolrooms 
had been used for such purposes was no reason why the Committee ought to give their sanction 
to the present application. Mr Dodson moved that the letter be 1 forwarded to the Board, with 
the recommendation that the request be granted, provided that the Society insured- the 
buildings for the nights they needed them for £1000; that they lay on gas at their own expense 
and that they leave the schools aa clean as they find them. Mr Parker thought the conditions of 
the motion were so stringent that it was not necessary that any member should move to the 
contrary, but on principle he would rather that the application be not entertained. He 
appreciated fully the value of music, but the precedent was a hard one to establish. The 



Chairman was of opinion-that the Board alone could   grant permission for the school to be 
used for the purpose named. On a division being taken, the ayes were 4, Messrs Dodson, Terry, 
Hustwick; and Nosworthy; and the noes 3, Messrs H Parker, McCullum, and Purser. The 
motion was declared to be carried. The   Head Master reported that the averages for the month 
of October were —  
Upper and Lower Boys 125,  
Girls 91  
Infants 168  
total 382.  
Mr Terry moved the first of the resolutions of which he had given notice at last meeting, viz., 
That, in the opinion of this Committee, the time has arrived when the boys' and girls' schools 
should be separate and distinct schools. He spoke at some length in support of the motion, 
stating, among other matters, that he had been led to bring it forward in the hope of in time 
obtaining a really good girls’ elementary school for the town, and to do away with the last 
vestiges of the mixed boys' and girls' school which had existed since Mr Macklin's time. The 
education of our girls had long played a very subordinate part in the  schools. By division they 
would ensure both schools being equally well cared for, and a more equal expenditure in 
teaching the  pupils in either school. The Committee had to. administer an Act under which .  
it was Bought to give every child in the colony, female as well as male, an education up to the 
point reached by the Sixth Standard course, and to do this as thoroughly with the girls  it stood 
to reason that they should have expended on their education a sum approximating on that 
expended on the boys. The education of girls was everyday assuming greater importance, and 
the fallacy, which in former years ruled that girls should receive on educational groundwork of 
a leas substantial character than boys, had long since been exploded. He did not wish to shear 
the head master of any of his authority as a species of censure on him, Mr Lucas had always 
proved himself an excellent and successful head teacher, and he was sire the schools would 
ever do them credit as long as he presided over them, nor on the other hand was he in any way 
moved by a desire to exalt Miss Harding at Mr Lucas's expense. He was merely desirous of 
.providing means for the girls growing' np in the district to obtain a Bound, elementary 
education, and although he held a high opinion of Miss Harding, and knew that she was very 
painstaking, energetic and successful in the conduct of her school, he would frankly say that he 
would look forward to the  time when the girls school would warrant the  appointment to the 
head-mistressship, of a person such as could only be obtained by the inducement of a decent 
salary.  
Mr Dodson seconded the motion. He thought it would be desirable if the schools were separate 
and distinct, so far as the head-master and headmistress were con'- earned. Miss Harding had 
proved herself thoroughly competent, and should have her proper status granted her by the 
Committee, He, of course, did not pledge himself as to what course he would take to give 
effect to the principle sought to be laid down in the motion;  
Mr Purser would support the motion. He had on many occasions' observed the difficulty of 
endeavouring to teach all four standards in one room, as in the girls' school at present. He had 
seen in that one room three teachers teaching three different standards all at the same time. It 
was impossible for this not to distract the. attention of the pupils of one class by what, was 
going on in the other. Miss Harding had worked very well so far, and had had good results, but 
she had not had a fair show to prove what she was capable of- doing. He certainly considered at 
present that she was fully competent to occupy the position of head-teacher.  
Mr Hustwick- would support the motion, but notion the grounds stated by the mover. .He did 
so because he would like to give Miss Harding a better  position and the supreme command 
over the girls;' At the same time' he could not agree with the idea expressed by Mr Terry that 
the girls' position was made subsidiary to that of the boys ,They had. been taught, .and had 



proved themselves to be as well taught as the boys. Because their education cost less it did not 
follow that they were not as well educated. He did not agree with the latter idea  of the. mover, 
for a lady of higher acquirements to be placed at the head of' the school. Miss Harding had 
proved that she could teach up to the 6th standard, and they did not require a better teacher  
than could do that. If the High School were obtained, the higher educational interests of the 
girls would be served. He would support the motion in order that Miss Harding might have a. 
better standing, but not for any one of the reasons advanced by Mr Terry.  
Mr Purser thought Mr Terry had made a very good case until he came to deal with Miss 
Harding. He thought if she had a fair show she would prove she was thoroughly competent for 
the position of head-mistress. 
 Mr Dodson had full confidence in Miss Harding. He did not think that Mr Terry had wished to 
imply any want of confidence in Miss Harding, but had talked about what he would like to see 
in the future. He (Mr Dodson) believed that Miss Harding would prove a competent head-
teacher.   
Mr Hustwick asked Mr Terry if the girls were not being as well taught now as the boys, and if 
the examination result had not been equally good in both schools? 
Mr Terry, in reply, said that he did not think the girls were being as well taught. as the boys. 
The teaching staff in the Girls' School was nothing like equal to that in the Boys' School. If the 
Girls' School, at a cost of about £240 a year, was being as well taught as the boys at a cost of 
£520, and that was Mr Hustwick’s opinion, it was his duty in the public interest to reduce the 
cost' of teaching in the Boys' School to about £240 a year. With reference to Miss Harding. this 
remarks had been misunderstood He had not intended one word in disparagement of her, but 
rather the reverse nor had he any idea of endeavoring to bring about her removal. What he had 
said and meant to say was that he hoped that in two or three years. time the size of the girls' 
school would warrant the appointment of as good a mistress as could be obtained in the 
Colony. As to the proposed High School supplying the want felt of a good girl’s school in. the 
town, the idea seemed to him absurd If such High School were established, it would be as 
much as they could do to give the boys higher, education. The motion was carried 
unanimously,  
Mr Terry then moved— "That with the view of giving full effect to the foregoing on the 
buildings at present used for the infant classes, and the removal of the infants to the 
schoolroom now in the occupation of Miss Harding and the teachers under her l and, further, 
that a close fence be erected t across the school grounds, yin such a manner as to shut off 
entirely the building proposed to be used 'as the girls' school, and -the playground around it, I 
from the. boys' playground." "It the transfer .were made, it would entirely separate the boys 
from the girls belonging to the higher, standards, and he was confident  that/when this 1 was 
done more parents would send their girls to the school. The present infant school had two class 
rooms, which contained some 200 children, therefore it was large enough to accommodate the 
hundred odd girls in Miss Harding's school. By removing the infants to the room.' occupied  by 
Miss Harding that school would come more directly under the supervision of Mr Lucas. In 
time, no doubt, they  would got increased accommodation for the girls.  
Mr Parker said the change was greatly wanted.  
Mr Dodson .concurred. He was in the, Girls Schools with Mr Purser the other day, and there 
was a terrible babble. He thought that the |removal would be easy enough. Of course some 
slight alterations would he necessary, but he thought they would not entail great expense, and 
the Infant School would serve for  a time. He would like to see the big girls separated from the 
boys.  
Mr Hustwick was hardly prepared to go to that length. He  did not look upon the Infant School 
at all suitable for the Girls' School. It was insufficiently lighted in the first place.  
The Chairman pointed out that the removal of the gallery would let in ample light.  



Mr Hustwick said that where such radical changes were involved the Committee ought to 
ascertain what Mr Lucas or Miss Harding had to say to them. He thought the matter ought to be 
referred to them for their opinion. Mr Dobson thought that this was not necessary.  
Mr Hustwick would ask if Mr Terry had ascertained the opinions of the teachers on the subject,  
Mr Terry said that if he had he did not feel called upon to state what their views were. The 
matter before them was purely one for the committee to decide.  
Mr Purser was sure it was unnecessary to consult with Harding, as her present room was too 
crowded. It was a, matter of positive necessity that the room should be altered. Mr Parker 
stated that from what he had heard from Miss Harding the change would greatly suit her, and, 
as regarded the infants, the change would be   good, as they would be   immediately under the 
eye of the head master.  
Mr Dodson thought it unnecessary to consult the teachers. The whole responsibility of the 
changes should be taken by the Committee. The motion was put and carried unanimously.  
Mr Dodson moved that a copy of the first resolution be sent to Miss Harding and Mr' Lucas, 
with the necessary explanation. The  motion was carried.  
Messrs Purser and Dodson, the Visiting Committee for the past month, reported that they had 
made their usual number of visits. They had interviewed the infant mistress re the use Of the 
stick, arid had come to the conclusion that the complaints were exaggerated. However, from 
the general conversation they were convinced that they would have no more complaints from 
parents before them. They recommend that an object-lesson cupboard be provided. Mr Lucas 
had pointed out to them, that a partition in his class-room was a cause of inconvenience, and if 
removed he would be better able to manage his  classes.  
The  Chairman pointed out that if the schools were moved the cupboard would not be 
necessary.  
The Committee decided to take no action concerning the removal of the partition.  
Messrs; McCallum and- Parker were appointed The. Visiting, Committee for the month. 
The meeting then adjourned.  
6th November 1883 Mr Lucas, head master of the Borough Schools, applied that two of his 
pupil teacher, Miss Wrigley and Miss Harding, be paid according to their classification.  
Consideration of the matter was postponed till next meeting.  
The Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee wrote, stating that the Committee had 
granted permission to the Choral Society -for the use of the school room for their practices 
provided the building was fully insured, gas laid on at the Society’s expense, and the room 
cleaned at the close of the practice, and asking the Board to sanction the terms.  
Mr Sinclair moved that leave be granted, provided the building and furniture were fully 
insured.  
Mr Parker recorded his protest against permission being granted. Mr Hutcheson said that when 
there were no public halls the school was used for all sorts of purposes but he remembered 
there was no end of trouble over it. If they gave permission to the Choral Society, the Dramatic 
Society might apply for the school on the ground that it was an educational society. It would 
then be a case of Shakespeare versus Mozart.  
Mr Ward saw no objection to granting the use of the school room. He felt that music was a 
very important branch of education. Mr Paul would oppose it. He certainly thought the Choral 
Society could find some other room in the town for their practices. Major Baillie said that the 
Committee had recommended the letting of the school to the society, and the responsibility of 
letting, it would rest with them. Mr Henderson pointed out that the Committee had granted the 
permission asked for, but now asked the Board to sanction the laying on the gas and approve 
the amount for which the buildings ought to be insured. Mr Sinclair thought the objections 
were of a very weak character. The society was non-political and non-sectarian, and the 
teaching of music was generally recognised as a most important branch of education.. Mr 



Hutcheson pointed out that the society was purely a private one, and there were other places it -
could- obtain for its 'practices. The mere fact of the buildings being insured would not provide 
for the loss and delay that would be entailed, in an educational sense, were the buildings to be 
destroyed by fire. Me Henderson, as President Of the Choral Society, said he wished to 
withdraw while the vote was being taken; Mr Sinclair., said he. really did not see were to draw- 
the line, as. ha was a member. Mr Hutchison_ said he was a member also. On the motion .being 
put, a division was taken, the ayes being 5, viz., Messrs Seymour, Ward, Henderson, Sinclair, 
and Baillie, and the noes 3, Messrs Hutcheson, Paul, and Parker.  
The Chairman of  the Blenheim School Committee wrote recommending that the girls' and 
Boys’ Schools be separated by the girls being removed to the infant school, and the infants to 
the present girls’ school. Mr. Henderson. asked if there was not some work done to separate the 
boys from the girls in the shape of a fence? He was very much surprised at the proposal. Mr 
Sinclair rose to a point of order  'This was a matter affecting the status of a School, and could 
not be dealt with without notice of motion. He had notice to give a motion on the subject, to it 
being discussed at next meeting.  
The Chairman said that Mr Henderson could speak on the subject of., the letter, but, could not 
move, a motion; affecting the status of. the. school,  
Mr-Henderson wished to show that no alteration should be made in the status of the schools.- 
He -thought. he had a perfect right to discuss the latter. He intended to move, That the Board 
regrets that, with the exception of providing 'for the total separation of boys' and girls' 
playground [which is already done] it does not deem it  advisable to proceed to any alterations 
of the school buildings for the purpose of .exchanging the class rooms of Infants and' Girls' 
Schools,"  
Mr Sinclair again rose to a point of order. Mr. Henderson was discussing .the status of a school 
and was  proposing to negative the,, proposal for the  separation of the School before the 
members, of the Board has time to- discuss it in the affirmative. It was not fair.  
The .Chairman ruled that, the. letter could be discussed. If the majority of the Board wished to 
resolve to comply with the wish' of the Committee, they could  not do so until next meeting, 
but if the majority- decided' 'against the proposal, they could do so at this meeting. Mr Ward 
thought it' most extraordinary that the Board could decide in the negative and not in the 
affirmative It seemed most ridiculous to him.  
Mr Sinclair said if the majority said "no;" they were not favorable to the motion, they were 
practically voting "yes" for the alteration of the status of the schools,  
Mr Seymour said that he would. not allow the majority to say yes for the alteration of the 
schools (laughter) It was the fault of the standing orders that such was the case  
Mr Henderson maintained that his motion was a proper one.  
Mr Parker could not see that if the Board decided to negative the Committee’s 
recommendation, it would not prevent a notice of motion being discussed next time.  
Mr. Henderson then proceeded to discuss the motion. He said that the exchange of Schools was 
not .required; It was admitted on all hands that the schools had been- carried on quite. distinctly 
and separately, There was no connection between the schools excepting that the head-mistress 
had to send her communications through the head-master. The separation, to move to separate 
buildings, would be of use. He concluded that no alterations were wanted. They, had now 
totally separate; rooms and had separate playgrounds. Again the change was undesirable. 
Because if infants were brought into the .middle room it would 'create a matter of disturbance 
to both the schools in the other ways. It was always desirable to have the infants well removed 
from the other classes. Again, it was alleged that the present girls' room is too small, but it was 
not so. His fourth reason was that the Board was not prepared to go to the expense of altering 
the infants' school to suit the girls' There was no room to put the infants  in the girls' school, 
whereas there was plenty of room for the girls in the school they are now in.  



Mr. Paul seconded the resolution -He might say when the Inspector was here on his last visit he 
thought the management of the schools, was of the very best. If they consented to the alteration 
it would entail a great deal of expense.  
Mr Sinclair moved the adjournment of the debate for, a month. He thought it scandalously 
unfair and indecent to treat the Recommendation of .the Blenheim School  Committee in such 
an off-hand manner, without giving them an opportunity of replying to the facts and figures 
which Mr Henderson had collected, after reading. The report of the last, meeting of the 
Blenheim School Committee.  
Mr Parker seconded. He would like to see the debate adjourned. There was much in what Mr 
Henderson had said that he agreed with, but he could not understand him. Mr Henderson made 
the  girls out to be separate from the boys.  
Mr Henderson said that he had no objection to the adjournment of the discussion. He thought 
that he had done the Board a service by advancing reasons against it.  
The amendment was carried.  
Mr Sinclair gave notice to move at next meeting That the Blenheim Girls and Boys Schools be 
separated from January 1st, 1884, and that the architect got the necessary alterations in the 
buildings and fence made  as requested by the Committee."  
29th November 1883 The Hon. Mr Dick, accompanied by Messrs Dodson, Nosworthy, Parser, 
and Terry, members of the Blenheim School Committee, visited the Borough Schools at eleven 
o’clock this. morning, Mr Dick remained a considerable .time.. in the Upper Boys' Schools, 
and 'took  great interest in an able lesson given by Mr Lucas on; "Wind." From this school the 
party passed on into the Girls' School and from thence to the Lower Boys' and Infants' Schools. 
Mr Dick, whilst in the Girls' School, noticed the Inconvenience and drawback occasioned by 
all the Girls' classes being located in the same room with no division whatever between them. 
The Lower Boys' School he also considered too crowded. After visiting the Infant Department 
the party returned to the Girls' School, in which they found that all the boys had been 
assembled for their singing lesson, and where they were joined by the Bishop of Nelson and 
Archdeacon Butt, who happened also to.be on a visit to the Schools. Several choruses were 
admirably sung: by the children, and two of the girl pupils sang a duet in a manner which was. 
productive of. considerable praise. After the last chorus Mr W. Nosworthy, Chairman of the 
Committee, introduced Bishop Suter to the school children.  
Bishop Suter, in addressing a few. words to the children, said he came to hear their lessons, and 
not music. But he was still very glad that he had been enabled to do .so,, and in the presence of 
Mr Dick' .the. Minister of Education, who had come here :to see how they were getting. on It 
was the first time he had been in the schools and he congratulated the Committee arid the 
Board upon, the fine buildings they had put up... He was in Havelock the other day, and the 
school building there struck  him as being most adapted for the purpose it was erected for. He 
was glad to make their acquaintance under the present harmonious aspect of their singing 
.which had .caused him especial pleasure. The question of teaching music in the. Nelson public 
schools was now being considered, and they were certainly more advanced than the Nelson 
people in that respect. He proceeded to speak to them upon the value of singing, and gave them 
some instruction and encouragement in learning music,: concluding his remarks under this 
head by saying, that although everyone was riot equally gifted with sweet voices, still by care 
and -attention want of sweetness of voice was to be made up by accuracy of time. He then went 
on to say that he supposed they included amongst them children of various nationalities, and 
speaking to. those who came from what we would designate foreign countries he urged upon 
them to keep well in their memories the historical associations connected with the country from 
which their parents had come. Alexander Poe, in his satirical poem,, "The True-born 
Englishman," showed that the Englishman of to-day was  made out of a dozen different 
nationalities. If that was, the true Englishman,' what would it be with the true New Zealander 



We wanted all our colonists of' whatever nationality to mix and be taught in the same set of 
schools.. The. interest of the Colony was bound up in having one set of schools where the 
people could meet together. He wanted them to know something Of -the better phases of the 
history of the countries their parents' came from, and incorporate here some of those traits 
which were characteristic of the best schools in their nationality. Though they might be of 
mixed nationalities, they would all speak the New Zealand language— that was the English 
language. They must remember that there was no more remarkable phenomenon in the world 
than the English language. Let them think of the area of country over which it was spread. In 
50 years’ time it would' be far and away the most spoken language in the world. That fact 
should reconcile them to do their hardest grammar lessons. They should say to themselves, 'M 
am studying in language which is intended to be the  language of the world, and I am entrusted 
with its care, and I must do my best to preserve it." He would say to the children, Be of good 
cheer and of good hope in your work." if their Work was not hard, then they might he sure 
something was wrong, and if they experienced difficulties in their work, they ought not to try 
and put them on one side, but ought to overcome them. God gave us faculties, and nothing 
could please him more than for' us to use them to our utmost. (Applause.) Mr Nosworthy then 
introduced Mr Dick to the boys.  
Mr Dick said that he had come in for a few minutes, and was highly pleased with all he had 
seen in the school. He had gone round all the classes, and the evident attention, good 
behaviour, and carefulness he had everywhere noticed had greatly pleased him very much. The 
Bishop had done the speaking for him, and they could, have heard no better person. He 
impressed upon them to take the .Bishop's suggestions to heart. The older generation in the 
Colony, like himself looked to, them to take their place, and the Government of the country to 
provide an education for everyone in New Zealand, so as to make it a place where education 
should be known, .arid the highest -principles of morality adopted-, He hoped they would learn 
their lessons in such a way that they would be good oud useful men when .they went into life. 
He had asked Mr -Lucas to allow them to have a holiday for the rest of the day, and he had 
consented (loud applause.) Then making allusion; -to Mr Lucas' accident in the cricketing  field 
on Saturday,' he' added, "If you play cricket mind. and look out: for the balls,' and take care 
they don't hit you on the: knee.” (Prolonged laughter.) On leaving the school  the boys, gave 
Mr Dick a  round of applause; which was maintained until he was out of the school grounds,  
30th November 1883 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening; present— Messrs W. 
Nosworthy (chairman), Parker, McCullum, Hustwick, and Terry. .The Secretary of the Private 
Choral Society wrote, thanking the Committee for granting the use of the- schoolroom for the 
weekly practice, but stating that the Society, on reconsideration if the question, decided not to 
avail themselves of the Committee's permission. The Chairman reported that only two tenders 
had been sent in for the erection of gymnastic apparatus for the school. The one was in a lump 
sum, the other, although higher all round, was a tender in detail for several classes of apparatus, 
and striking out one or two items, they had accepted it at £20 3s. The tenderer was Mr P. 
Watson, and the prices put in by him were as under Horizontal, ladder,  £ 5 0s parallel, bars,  £ 
2 ,15s horizontal bar £ 2 5s; two see-saws at 45 shillings,  £ 4 10s .one giant slide, £8 1d. On 
Mr Dodson's motion, the action of the Sab-Committee was confirmed.  
On Mr Terry's motion, the vacation was fixed to be from Friday, 21st Dec, to Monday, Jan. 
14th. In reply to a question pat to him, Mr Dodson said Mr Dick had said that he was very 
favourably impressed with the schools, but that more buildings would be required, the present 
ones, in his opinion, being too crowded. He had suggested that in default: of some better 
arrangements, curtains should be ran across the girls' school, so as to separate the classes.  
Mr Parker stated that since last meeting he had visited, the school, and had come to the 
conclusion that, the.' Girls' School would not be large enough for the Infants. He was also 
afraid that the noise' of the Infant classes would interfere with the work of the other classes. He 



had spoken to Miss Treadwell on the subject, and, although she thought the arrangement would 
be a good one, she thought the noise of the Infants would be an objection so far as the  other 
classes were concerned.  
Mr McCullum and .Mr Dodson both thought that the size of the Girls' school would be a bar 
towards removing the Infants there.  
Mr Terry recognised that the Girls' School was somewhat small to be Used as  an Infant 
School, but he would point out to members that the schools were too crowded in every part 
excepting the Upper Boys' Schools, and that 'his motions for the separation of the boys’ and 
girls' schools were not intended to stop short at the separation of the boys: and girls in: the 
upper standards, but that, once the first had been .attained then they would separate the infants, 
in which event the present girls' school would be found large enough for the boy infants, whilst 
on the other" band the Board ought to make' an addition to the other building for the girl 
infants.  He believed that with proper: arrangements the girls' school would be found large 
enough for a time; Mr Nosworthy said that whilst Mr Dick was hearing the children sing that 
morning he had estimated that there were 160 or 170 of the larger children in the schoolroom. 
Mr Terry who had made the estimate with him agreed. that the room was too small for that 
number,  
Mr Dodson said that they certainly wanted more school room, and would it not be better for 
them to ask for a new building for a girls' school at once. Additional accommodation would 
have to be supplied by the board before long, and instead of going to a lot of expense in 
making alterations, which with the steady increase of attendance at the school, could only be of 
temporal use, they should be given  a new school, perhaps put up in another part of the town.  
Mr McCullum thought Mr Dodson’s was the best idea. The schoolrooms were far too crowded  
now, and he thought that the Board were in duty bound to supply the necessary extra 
accommodation, and there would be no simpler way of doing this than by giving them a new 
school for the, girls'. Mt Dodson asked Mr Terry if the suggestion would not meet his views, 
and if it were not better to substitute a request for an entirely new girls' school for the 
.recommendation made ,to the .Board at last meeting. Mr Terry would be quite agreeable to 
that bourse. He might say, 'however, that he was perfectly convinced' that the recommendation 
made to the Board, on his motions would not be adopted.. It must be patent to them all "that 
there were certain members of the Board who systematically opposed' every matter which was 
brought forward in: the first instance by certain members of the Committee.  
Mr Dodson said that there was not room now in the school for  all the. boys on the roll if they 
all 'attended on any one day:  
Mr Nosworthy concurred." That morning there was 25 boys absent from Mr Burnham’s school, 
and yet there was not room to have seated' half-a-dozen boys more than had attended. In Miss 
Harding’s school the attendance was 91, whilst the number on. the roll was 129, that was  
to say that 32 children were away, and yet there was not room to have Seated more than .10 of 
these absentees had they attended.  
Mr Hustwick said that it was evident  
that whatever arrangement was come to, a new-school was-wanted, and he really could not see 
why the Board should not grant a request which was strengthened by what Mr Dick had said 
that morning. The; Chairman thought that as the Board were going to discuss Mr. Sinclair’s 
motion in favor of the adoption of the Committee's recommendations at their next, meeting, a 
deputation, ought to be appointed to wait on the Board and express the .Committee's, view .on 
the subject.  
'Mr McCallum agreed with this suggestion, and moved that a deputation consisting of the 
Chairman, Mr Dodson, and Mr Terry, be appointed to wait on the Board, and lay- before them 
the reasons  which had induced the Committee to make the recommendations, and to inform 
the Board that if they cannot see their way to do the work recommended, the Committee 



request them to erect a new school for the girls, and that the deputation advance Mr Dick's 
expressions to-day in support of their request. Mr Dodson asked that Mr Parker's name might 
be substituted for his. His presence on; the deputation would only do more harm than good, aa 
there were those on- the Board who would oppose the deputation's mission, if only out of their 
opposition to himself.  
The motion as amended was carried unanimously. Mr Parker did not think the Board could 
reasonably oppose the Committee's request for a new school. He was sure  Mr Henderson 
would not, as he had expressed himself to him to the effect that the girls' school was too small.  
The Chairman reported that the finances of the Committee were in a most satisfactory 
condition, and that it was almost free of debt.  
It was decided, on Mr Hustwick's motion, to hold the next meeting of the Committee on 
Wednesday, the 19th December, to consider the Committee's annual report. The Visiting 
Committee reported that they had visited the school during the month, and found everything 
satisfactory, excepting that the Girls' School was far too crowded.  
Messrs Nosworthy and Hustwick were Appointed the Visiting Committee for the month. The 
Committee  then adjourned, Jr  
15th December 1883 The concert given by the pupils of the Borough School in Ewart's Hall last 
evening, in aid of the school treat was very largely attended, and in every other respect proved 
a success. The programme consisted of two parts, and comprised some 31 choruses, duets, 
trios, and solos. The children were arranged on the platform in tiers, in the same manner as on 
former occasions, The choruses went very well and with considerable spirit. The song of the 
evening, by the verdict of the audience, was undoubtedly that of Miss Lily Falconer, whose 
clear, delicate voice was admirably adapted to Somebody Whispered." Amongst the boys the 
honors undoubtedly fell to Master Carter, a little dot of a fellow with a fine clear voice and 
exceptionally distinct articulation; who made his first bow with the song The Old Moke Died." 
Miss H. McElwain, ,whose very pretty tones will be in the recollection of everyone who 
attended the concert last year, was unfortunately laboring under the disadvantage of a severe 
cold, but she struggled very pluckily through her first song, and in that pretty Scotch ballad 
Hunting Tower" was quite her former self again. Miss G. Bassett's voice has greatly improved, 
as also has Miss Wemyss'. Amongst the bigger girls Miss Normanby and Miss Carter certainly 
excelled, And the wonderful improvement that has been effected in the latter's voice was 
matter of 'general comment; Miss Simpson and Miss Fraser, two small girls, were new faces, 
and acquitted themselves very creditably. Miss Mason's voice gives great promise for the 
future. Amongst the boys tie Masters Hyde were allotted prominent parts. The Masters Aston, 
old favorites, sang, but their voices are breaking, and  were not, therefore, be  plain as formerly. 
Master W. Griffiths contributed two comic songs in good style, but he exhibited considerable 
nervousness, which will, no doubt, wear off with time. Master C. Hodson was very good in 
Abyssinian Gold," and has loss of the nervousness he exhibited last year. A surprise was the 
singing of Master G. Browne in the comic song "Suite Satinet." Altogether all the performers 
acquitted themselves most creditably, and if there was any fault at all to be found with the 
entertainment, it was perhaps that it was a little too long. We must again congratulate Mr Lucas 
in the excellent results attained by his pupils under his tuition, and trust that their efforts last 
evening will enable them to have a thoroughly enjoyable day's outing. 
18th December 1883 JUVENILE CONCERT, OWING to numerous requests the JUVENILE 
CONCERT of Friday will be REPEATED To-Night. Half of the funds to be given to 
Charitable Fund, and half to Gymnasium Fund. Front Seats, 2s 5 Back Seats, 1s. Door open at 
7.30 Commence at 8. 



1884 
1884 42 Blenheim Boys' Upper Lucas John P 

 
Head Master  £    264.00  

1884 96 Blenheim Girls Harding Elizabeth J  
 

Head Female  £    162.00  

1884 85 Blenheim Boys' Lower Mayhew Frederick 
 

Assistant Master  £    140.00  

1884 166 Blenheim  Infants  Crawford Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £    100.00  

1884 85 Blenheim Boys' Lower McCallum Robert 
 

Assistant Master  £       90.00  

1884 96 Blenheim Girls Lucas Maude 
 

Assistant Female  £       84.00  

1884 166 Blenheim  Infants  Bary Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1884 166 Blenheim  Infants  Stratford Edythe 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1884 166 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       32.00  

1884 166 Blenheim  Infants  Simson Charles 
 

Male Probationer  £       20.00  

1884 96 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

11th January 1884 The Blenheim School Committee met last evening. Present Messrs W. 
Nosworthy (Chairman), Purser, Hustwick, Parker, McCallum and Terry, The minutes of the 
preceding meeting were read and confirmed. The Chairman stated that he had had the accounts 
audited, in the absence of Mr R. D. Nosworthy, by Mr Gillespie, and asked the approval of the 
Committee. The Chairman submitted a rough draft for the Committee's annual report to the 
householders to the Committee. Mr Gillespie's appointment as auditor was approved. On Mr 
Dodson's motion, Mr Sinclair was nominated for the Board, he being the only candidate who 
had sent in a written consent to be nominated. Messrs Dodson, Terry, and the Chairman were 
appointed a sub-committee to wait on the Board on the subject of the separation of the Boys’ 
and Girls' Schools. The draft report to the householders was discussed, and after a number of 
amendments and. additions, Messrs Nosworthy and Terry were appointed a sub-Committee  to 
draw up the approved report The meeting then terminated 
12th January 1884 The School picnic yesterday was an unqualified success, and over 400 
children took part in it. The picnic was held In a paddock vary kindly placed at Mr Lucas's 
disposal for the occasion, and a better site it would have been difficult to find. There was a 
plentiful supply of eatables to which the fullest justice was done at noon and again at 5 o'clock. 
In between these hours, a long programme of sports drawn np with a view to give all ages and 
sizes a fair chance of. Securing some of the many prizes was gone through, and some good 
sport was the result. After tea the, prizes were presented to the children by Miss Harding, but it 
was not until after 7 o'clock that the picnic broke up.. In addition to the young folks a very 
large number of their seniors spent the day at the picnic, and, if we may accept their statements, 
enjoyed themselves as thoroughly as the children. We cannot  speak in too high terms of the 
indefatigable efforts of Mr Lucas, and the other teachers of the Borough Schools, to administer 
to the pleasure of their pupils. 
15th  January 1884 A deputation consisting of Messrs Nosworthy, Dodson and Terry waited on 
the Board re the separation' of the Boys arid Girls' Schools. Mr Dodson expressed the views of 
-the Committee on the subject; stating that parents in the town ware anxious to. see the division 
made. The schools ~were too crowded, and another building would ;be required shortly, and if 
that were done he trusted the .Board would make the new school building for the girls, and in 
some other part of the town. Mr Henderson' asked if the boys and girls were now taught 
separately, and if they were not under separate head teachers  
Mr Dodson said that was so. Mr Henderson asked what reason would the deputation give for 
proposing the alterations  



Mr Dodson pointed out that in all large towns there were girls schools and boys schools. Mr 
Henderson asked what the average increase of attendance. had been at the schools  during the 
past year  
The Secretory stated that in December, 1882, there were 83 in the girls' school, and in last 
December, 86. 
Mr. Henderson said that: the schools were capable of accommodating 150 more children.   
The delegation. alter some further discussion withdrew.'……… 
Mr Sinclair moved that it is desirable to separate the  Boys’ and Girls' Schools at Blenheim. He 
did not propose it to take effect at once  having regard to the state of the Board's finances. He 
thought it very desirable, where possible, that the schools should be separate ones.  
Mr. Henderson said that at present .the   children were separate. Mr Sinclair remarked that they 
might be separately taught, but they were in the same building. Mr Hutcheson would support 
the motion if it was merely to separate the boys and girls when needed.  
Mr Henderson again pointed out that the schools were practically separate and distinct.  
Mr Parker seconded Mr Sinclair's motion.  
Mr Henderson ridiculed the motion. He did.. not know, that any, harm had arisen from the girls 
and boys being mixed together. He regarded the motion as really none at all, as what it wanted 
to accomplish  really existed.  
Mr Seymour did not see that much good would arise from the passing of a more abstract 
resolution like the present. The motion was put and carried. The Board than adjourned 
16th January 1884 CORRECTION.  
To the Editor of the Express.) Sip,— l regret to have to. point, out an error in your report of the 
meeting' of the Education Board yesterday, and will feel obliged by your inserting this letter to 
correct the same, I am reported to have said that I did not know that any harm had arisen from 
the girls and boys in the Blenheim School being mixed together." Now, I did not say this at all, 
because I know that the girls, and boys are not mixed together. On the contrary,, they are 
taught; in separate schoolrooms,' which they enter by separate, doors, and they have separate 
playgrounds and offices, divided from each other by a close fence Oft high. So, keeping this 
perfect separation in view, I said, I do not know that any harm has arisen from the boys’ and 
girls' school rooms being portions of the same building." I am, etc., Geo. Henderson Blenheim, 
Jan. 16, 1884.  
25th January 1884 REPORT OF THE BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 
1883.  
. Your Committee have the honor to present to you their report for the term during which they 
have held office. The attendance of scholars at the beginning of the year was 340, and it is 
satisfactory to note as a sign of progress that at the time of closing for the Christmas holidays it 
had increased to 385.  
The Committee report that in consequence of the usual annual examination having been 
postponed to some future date to suit the convenience of the Inspector, Mr Hodgson, they ate 
unable, other than in a general manner, to refer to the success of the instruction imparted by the 
staff of teachers in their respective divisions of the school. The Committee not only regret that 
no examination has been held by the Inspector during their term of office, but feel also that the 
time at which the inspection formerly took place was very suitable, affording the householders 
as it did a good guide as to the progress being made by the children. The working of the 
schools under the different teachers appears to have been satisfactory, and the members of the 
Committee have occasionally visited the schools. As already stated, the numbers attending the 
school have steadily increased, and the Committee have felt that it is necessary that additional 
accommodation should be provided at an early date. The only mode of so doing that appears 



advisable to the Committee is to have a new schoolroom built, to which the girls could be 
removed.  
The Hon. the Minister of Education, when in the locality recently, visited the schools, and gave 
expression to his satisfaction with what he had seen of their working he, however, at the same 
time took occasion to point out the want of sufficient accommodation, especially in the Girls’ 
School.  
During the year the Board increased its grant to the Committee, and though the amount due to 
the Committee for the last quarter of 1883 was not paid over before the  annual accounts were 
closed, the Committee believe that when received there will be sufficient funds to meet all 
liabilities. The balance-sheet for the year is aa follows  
RECEIPTS. 8. d.  
To Balance £ 0 5 10 
Grant from Board £82 12 3  
Grant for Gymnasium £10 0 0  
Subscriptions for Gymnasium £10 0 0  
Total £102 18 1  
EXPENDITURE. 
By Cleaning £27 13 3  
Fuel £22 15 0  
Repairs. £14 11 0  
Stationery £13 10 6  
Audit £1. 1. 0  
Cleaning Harmonium £2 5 0  
Committee Meetings £0 18 0  
Balance £20 4 4 
Total  £102 18 1  
Audited January 7th, 1884, W. Gillespie, Auditor.  
The balance in hand of £20 4s 4d shown above consists of the Gymnasium Fund, to which 
reference will be made later on. During the year Mr Hustwick applied for and received leave to 
deliver a series of lectures on scientific subjects, and the Committee believe that the lectures 
gave satisfaction to the children, and take this opportunity of acknowledging their thanks to Mr 
Hustwick for his efforts to give instruction of this character.  
Last session a bill to amend the  clauses of the  Education Act having special reference to the 
mode of election of committees was introduced into Parliament by Mr Steward, M.H.R. The 
Committee expressed their approval of some of Mr Steward's proposed amendment  and passed 
a resolution indicating the amendments which would meet their views. Copies of the resolution 
were forwarded to the member for the district and to Mr Steward. The bill passed the House of 
representatives in a somewhat modified form, but was thrown out in the Legislative Council. It 
having been pointed out to the Committee that an evening school would be of great benefit to 
many persons in the school district, they applied to the Board for a share of the vote passed by 
Parliament last session for this special object. A reply was received later on from the Education 
Board concerning a communication from the Minister of Education to the effect that there were 
no funds at his disposal for such a purpose.  
Since then Mr Burnham has established a night school, which the Committee have every 
reason to believe has been productive .of much good and trust will be continued.  
The Committee towards the close of the year applied to the Board for funds for the erection of 
a school gymnasium, and a vote of £10 was passed, conditionally on a similar sum being 
subscribed outside. The necessary amount was found, and a school gymnasium has been 
erected at a cost of a little over £20, and will, the Committee trust, provide the children during 
times of relaxation, with healthful recreation. The Committee would remind the householders 



that whilst in Wellington Mr Dodson brought under the notice of the House of Representatives 
the desirability and necessity of having a High School in the district, and would express the 
hope that this long felt want will not much longer be overlooked, and that the next Committee 
will keep the matter in view.  
BLENHEIM. The annual meeting of householders. for the election of a School Committee was 
held in the Schoolhouse last evening. Mr . W. Hutcheson was voted to the chair, and read the 
outgoing Committee's report. The Ven. Archdeacon Butt moved that the. report be received.  
Mr Henderson said it was very gratifying that the School was increasing in attendance. He 
thought it would have been well if. they. had had a statement of. the number. of Committee 
meetings and the number of times various members had attended. Another matter he wanted 
explained was that about a Bill in Parliament. They were told something was done, but not 
what it was. He  would ask the Chairman what was the object of the Bill and what were the 
recommendations of the Committee, He wanted to know those two things. Mr W. Nosworthy 
stated that Mr Steward’s Bill was altogether in reference to School .Committee elections, and 
went on to explain the provisions of the Bill. As to. the attendance of members, he could only 
say the Committee attended generally well.  
Mr Pirani said there was no reference in the report to the appointment of mistresses 
Mr Henderson asked if. the School Committee did not make recommendation approving of the 
cumulative vote being done away with., He was of the opinion  that the School Committee  
quite exceeded its rights in sending any  recommendation to Parliament It was for the 
householders to say if, they approved or disapproved of the cumulative vote. He was entirely in 
favor. of the cumulative: vote. The Committee in sending a recommendation to Parliament to 
abolish the cumulative vote asked in effect to give a bare majority the whole power in 
regulating the schools. He moved, as an amendment, That in the opinion of this meeting the 
School Committee exceeded its functions  when it recommended Parliament to do away with 
the cumulative vote.  
Mr Simpson seconded the amendment. 
Mr. Hustwick whilst, agreeing with the general holly of the remarks made by Mr Henderson, 
took. exception to some things said by him. He would say as a matter of fact, that Mr-.Steward 
sent to every Committee in the Colony a series of' questions for, them to reply to. The 
Committee considered the questions fully, and there was a division on the resolutions, and the 
minutes would show who voted for the cumulative vote, and who against it 
Mr. Green asked, who provided the paper which came from Mr Steward,?  
Mr. Sinclair would also like to know who provided the paper and ink by means of which the 
answer was supplied?  
Mr Jas. Robinson would-like to know who was Mr Steward, and what he  was like, and where 
he lived,?  
The Chairman stated that all the members of the Committee voted for the abolition of the 
cumulative vote, except Mr. Hustwick and himself  
Mr.  Sinclair said Mr Henderson  had. put the matter on a totally false basis. It was quite 
customary for members ,to send circulars to the local bodies before they put certain measures 
they contemplated before Parliament. He thought that, if the Committee had declined to answer 
the circular they would have been guilty of gross discourtesy. The whole discussion was most 
irregular, and he depreciated Mr Henderson attending that meeting and attempting to introduce 
political feeling under another guise.,  
Mr. Pirani thought Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Hustwick were drawing a red herring across the scent. 
As a matter of fact no circular had been sent to the Blenheim School Committee. A copy was 
procured and an answer sent as a matter of political, spite, and they went .out of their way to 
'obtain their copy. No copy was ever sent them 



Mr Henderson stated the majority of Committee in the Colony had never sent any reply to Mr 
Stewart's circular  at all. He contended that the School  Committee were elected for the 
management of the School, and not to say  whether they approved the cumulative vote and 
therefore they had exceeded their duties  
The amendment was put and declared to be lost on. a show of hands.  
Mr Henderson called for a strict count.  
Mr. John T. Robinson said that he had come to ,the .meeting for the purpose of assisting in the' 
election of a new School. Committee, and he took it that the consideration of any such motion 
of the kind put. by Mr Henderson was other than a waste of time. For his part he would say that 
he thought the old committee had done their work and done it badly, and he wanted to vote 
against them, and also vote against the amendment, but he failed to see what good the present 
discussion would tend to do.  
Mr James T. Robinson insisted; on knowing how many times each member  of the Committee  
had attended the meetings. The chairman stated that there had been 14 meetings of Committee 
in all, and the attendance of members was-:— Dobson 10, Terry 13, 'Nosworthy 13; Hustwick 
1.4, Parker 10, Purser 14, McCallum  12.  
Mr Campbell asked when this claptrap would be put a stop to? 
 Mr Gillespie pointed out that |Mr Dobson was granted leave of absence during the session of 
Parliament. The motion for the reception of the report was put and carried.  
Mr Sinclair nominated Messrs Dodson, Nosworthy, Purser, Hustwick, Ching, Pirani, and 
Falconer as the committee for the ensuing year.  
Mr James Robinson said that there was one member omitted, and be was certainly the  best he 
had had to work with when on the Committee. He referred to Mr R W. Parker, whom he would 
nominate.  
Mr Parker thanked Mr Robinson but declined to stand. He would have attended the meetings 
more regularly, ant they had fallen frequently on the meeting nights of the Lower Wairau 
Rivers Board, of which body he was a member.  
Mr Pirani proposed Mr Alex Peddie.  
Mr Peddie declined to stand,  
 Mr Simpson proposed Mr A. McCallum.  
It was stated Mr McCallum did not wish to stand.  
Mr Pirani proposed Mr J. Jellyman. 
 Mr Henderson supported the seven names proposed by Mr Sinclair.  
Mr Pirani proposed Mr Bythell, who declined.  
The names were put and the seven persons declared duly elected. The meeting then terminated 
with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.  
At the Committee meeting held later on Mr William Nosworthy was elected chairman, on the 
motion of Mr Hustwick, seconded by Mr Purser.  
5th February 1884 Mr Douslin, architect of the Board, reporting on the Blenheim Infant School. 
It was proposed and carried that the architect make the necessary alterations to secure proper 
.ventilation 
A letter was received from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee as follows Sir, I 
am instructed :by the Blenheim School Committee to call the attention of the Board to the 
necessity of having the .windows of the Infant Schools to open,, which  they do not at present I 
have also to' point out that the schoolmaster complains that the shingle roof of his house is in a 
very leaky state. I enclose an account from Mr Wemyss for £2 5s 6d. This liability was 
incurred for the safety of the buildings; the hearths, before this repair was executed were too 
narrow, and the floor had been on fire, and a large hole burned in it." The Committee being of 
opinion that  this sort of repair falls in the list the Board should attend to, beg to request that 



you will see the same paid. Wm. Nosworthy, Chairman." It .was decided to request the 
architect to report on the condition of the shingle .roof of-the schoolmaster’s residence at 
Blenheim 
Miss Hosking, resigning her position, as a pupil teacher in the borough schools Accepted 
29th February 1884 Appointment.— We are informed that Mr Charles Bary, one of the masters 
of the borough schools, has been appointed third master of the Government School at 
Newtown, a suburb of Wellington. We wish Mr Bary every success in his new sphere of labor 
4th March 1884 Report from Mr Douslin as to necessary repairs to certain School buildings, as 
follows Havelock School, Residence be made habitable, roof to be covered with iron, and room 
to be papered Girls' and Infant School to be roofed with iron. Master's residence, Blenheim 
School, to be roofed with iron. After some discussion as to the present state of the building 
fund, and the paramount necessity of repairing these schools before this winter, the Chairman 
expressed a strong opinion as to the inadvisability' of patching some. of the schools any further 
The, Chairman raised  the question whether a pupil teacher might not be appointed to the 
Blenheim School instead of a permanent third master, so as to economise in the present state of 
the Board's finances. The matter was referred to the School Committee for a report, •Letter 
from Mr Lucas, Head-master, enclosing a certificate from Dr Cleghorn, that Miss Hosking’s 
was unable to farther continue her duties, and requesting to be allowed to temporary appoint 
someone to act in her place. Agreed to. Application from Mr Nosworthy, on behalf of the 
Blenheim School Committee, for new desks in the place of the present desks, which were 
unsuitable. Resolved to grant four new desks on the pattern required, and that for the present 
the Board was quite unable to do anything further. Letter from Mr Lucas, complaining that 
Miss Harding was insubordinate in refusing to famish him with monthly attendance returns, 
although he had been appointed head teacher of all the four schools. On the motion of Mr 
Sinclair, the letter was referred to the School Committee for a report 
28th March 1884 The proceedings- at the meeting of the School Committee last night wore both 
interesting and instructive, and throw a flood pf light upon the causes which constitute the want 
o£ harmony between Education Boards, and School Committees. Given an incompetent, 
disagreeable, or partisan Secretary, backed up or quietly tolerated by a Board of old identities, 
and it is easy to put the finger on the cause of the mischief. First of all, the Committee had to 
complain that, although the Board passed six highly important resolutions affecting the 
Borough Schools, so far back as the 4th instant, the Secretary never sent the official 
communication until the day before yesterday. The majority, of the Committee appeared to put 
this down, charitably speaking, to sheer incompetence and procrastination. But there were not 
wanting some who were of opinion that the leopard cannot change his. spots, and that Mr John 
Tucker Robinson I must remain Mr John Tucker Robinson to the end of the chapter. In other 
words, that the Committee not being constituted according to the completion which this 
salaried official graciously condescends to patronise, they must be treated with studied 
discourtesy. :But whether incompetence or insult is not our purpose to discuss just now. 
Whichever it is, Mr Robinson, as the obsequious and judicious bottle-holder of the Chairman 
of the Board, will no doubt be excused. But the other ground of complaint is some-: what more 
serious. Mr Lucas, head master, of the Borough Schools, has taken it into his head that he 
ought to run the girls' department, as well as the boys' and infants', and that Miss Harding, an 
excellent teacher, and amiable lady, ought to run in harness, with Mr Lucas holding the Whip 
over her. Miss Harding not unnaturally objects to this arrangement, and considers that she owes 
subjection to the Board and Committee, and to the Board and- Committee only. So far, so good 



and the Committee almost unanimously upheld her opinion. It appears to be clear that the 
Committee, who selected Mr Lucas and Miss Harding from a number of applicants, never 
intended the former to be boss "of the latter. But we confess that the obscure and jumbled up 
way in which Mr Robinson, in his capacity as Secretary of the Education Board,- Worded the 
advertisement calling for applications gives Mr Lucas some ground for the position ,he is 
taking up. The affairs of several public bodies in this town appear to be conducted in a slipshod 
manner, and it is high time that the public roused themselves to a sense of the situation. As for 
Mr Lucas, his friends will regret that he should have permitted himself in this matter to be 
made the catspaw of astuter  minds. He came here with high credentials, and lie has done 
excellent service at the schools. But if he so far forgets his position as to seek  to be master 
where he ought to be equal, we may be pardoned for reminding him of the fate of the inflated 
frog in the fable. Mr Lucas will do well to cast from his bosom the blandishments of Mr John 
Tucker Robinson. As for that gentleman himself, and for all officials and Civil Servants who 
dabble in politics and constitute themselves hot partisans, the outside public, who pay the piper, 
have very nearly had enough of them. The day is fast approaching when Mr Robinson, or any 
other official, will have to regard himself as a mere piece of machinery —the piston rod or the 
crank of an engine over which he has no control. Should he venture to take a position beyond 
that he will. be sent about his business. 
28th March 1884 Borough Schools. The Visiting Committee reported last night that at their last 
visit to the, schools they, found the total attendance of boys, girls and infants to be 373. This is 
a serious falling off from previous returns, and was accounted for (so Mr Lucas informed the 
Visiting Committee) by the presence of a barrel-organ in town The children preferred to follow 
that instrument of torture instead of going to school. The organ- grinder has a lot to answer for 
28th March 1888 The monthly meeting of the School Committee was held last night. Present  
Messrs William. Nosworthy (Chairman))' Purser, Falconer, Ching, Dodson, Pirani, and 
Hustwick,  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
Outward correspondence was read and approved.  
Letter received from the; Education Board; enclosing copy of Mr Bary's' resignation as third 
master, and expressing the willingness of the Board that Mr F. Parker should be employed 
temporarily in his place until a permanent teacher was appointed.  
Letter received from the board enclosing copies of various .resolutions passed at the last 
meeting.  
Letter from Mr Lucas suggesting that a certain  form of notice should be sent out to parents- on 
the subject of irregularity of attendance 
On the motion of Mr. Dodson  500 forms in the terms suggested by the  Head Master, ordered 
to be attained 
Mr Lucas forwarded the following return of; attendances Upper and Lower Boys 140, 'Upper 
and Lower Infants 163 total 303 
Letter from Miss Harding, asking for more desks, a baize curtain, and 50 hat pegs,  
Miss Harding returned the average attendance of the girls' department for March at 102.  
The Committee approved o! the action of the Board in appointing Mr Parker as temporary third 
master. 
On the motion of Mr Purser, it was resolved that  the four new desks agreed to be supplied by 
the Board be given to Miss Harding's school.  
With reference, to .Miss Harding'*s application for baize curtains across the school room Mr 
Dodson pointed out the absolute necessity of curtains , as three classes were being taught in the 



same room, and the noise was a great interference with proper teaching. He moved that .the, 
Board be requested to furnish two curtains dividing the Girls’ schoolroom 
Mr Dodson's motion was agreed  
On the motion of Mr. Purser, it was agreed that four dozen hat-pegs be supplied for the. girls' 
school 
Mr. Simmons account (£11 8s .6d) for cleaning schools, ,'&o., was passed' for payment 
Tenders were opened for making a gravel path: in the school ground as follows: James Bubb 
(accepted) £4, ;Wm Tindill £4 15s, J. G Blackburn £5 8s 6d 
Mr Dodson having' elicited  that the. Chairman o[ the Committee had only received from. the 
Board copies of. Correspondence and resolutions on the previous  day, moved that the attention 
of the Board, be called to the fact that their, resolution only reached the Committee on the 26th  
and that the Board be requested to take steps to ensure that in future all communications be sent 
to the Committee within a reasonable time after the Board’s meetings. He said that, had the 
copies of the Board's resolutions and correspondence been |forwarded in proper time it would 
have been the duty of the Chairman of the Committee to have called them .together' earlier to 
consult, on so very important a matter.  
Mr Purser seconded the; motion, and said, that this was not the, first occasion on. Which  the 
Committee had serious grounds  of complaint against the Secretary of  the Board.  
Mr Hustwick had intended to have moved  a similar resolution.to .Mr. Dodson's. The conduct 
of the Secretary of the Board who on a former occasion had the impertinence to complain of 
the Committee doing its work badly simply due to dilatoriness and neglect. 
 Mr Pirani reported that certain alterations were required in the gymnastic apparatus  
The Chairman was authorised to .have it altered in accordance with Mr 1 Pirani's suggestion 
The Committee considered the resolution of the Board' suggesting the desirability of consulting 
Head Master to whether a pupil teacher; would not do as well as a third master;,  
On the motion of Mr Hustwick it was resolved to inform the Board that the Committee had had 
no opportunity to consult the Head Master on the subject but will do so, and that in the 
meantime the present arrangement has continued, 
Mr Hustwick expressed himself strongly as to the neglect of the Secretary of' the Board, had 
given rise to the last resolution.  
The Chairman and the Visiting committee were instructed to consult the Head Master as to the 
Board's suggestion which resolution however, was viewed with disfavour by every member of 
the Committee.  
The Committee  then considered the complaint of Mr. Lucas that Miss Harding was guilty of 
insubordination in  refusing to supply, him with attendance returns of her school.  
Mr Purser moved, That Mr Lucas be  requested' to furnish the quarterly returns for the Boys' 
and- Infants' School, and Miss Harding be requested to famish the quarterly returns for the 
Girls' School, in accordance with the plan in force previous to September last, and that copies 
of this resolution be sent to Mr Lucas and Miss Harding. The motion was unanimously agreed 
to.  
Mr Dodson referred to the original arrangement with regard to the schools, and to the district 
understanding that Mr Lucas was not to interfere with the discipline and management of the 
girls' school although it was understood that Miss Harding was to have the benefit of Mr 
Lucas’s greater colonial knowledge and experience. Accordingly it was arranged that all 
complaints should be sent to the committee through: the Headmaster This arrangement had  
been: carried out but it; was always' understood that it was to cease when Miss Harding gained 
sufficient colonial experience. It was never intended that Mr Lucas should be Head Master of 
the girls' school , and the Committee had perhaps allowed Miss Harding to be too long in an 
anomalous position. There was no formal resolution ever put on the minutes as to the relative 
positions of Miss Harding and Mr Lucas.  



Mr Purser read the  advertisement calling for applications for the  two appointments from 
which it appeared that the Head Master had no control over Miss Harding.  
Mr Pirani took a different view and pointed out that the Head Master was distinctly appointed, 
in terms of' the advertisement to .the   charge of all the Borough Schools, the whole total of 
275, children being specified in the advertisement. 
Messrs Hustwick  and  Falconer constructed the. wording of the advertisement in a different 
manner and considered that the headmaster had no, control over the girls’ school 
Mr Dodson, as chairman of the Committee at the time the. appointments were made could 
distinctly say that it was never intended that the  master should' have any. control over the girls' 
school. It might be that the wording of the advertisement was obscure which was the .fault of 
Mr, J T. Robinson who drew it up 
 Some further discussion took place upon- the question; Mr Pirani relying upon the strict 
reading of the. advertisement, and. complaining of personal bias on the part of members: of the 
.Committee.  
Mr Purser disclaimed any idea of  bias as between the committee and the teachers, and said 
that. he had never heard of an arrangement by .which the head master was appointed to have 
charge of a headmistress. 
Mr Dodson moved that in the opinion of, the Committee Miss Harding is and always has been 
head mistress of the girls school and that Mr. Lucas has no control given to him over that 
school or over Miss Harding and that she acted under the Committee’s instructions in 
forwarding her returns direct 
The motion was put and carried 
1st April 1884 THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
INSPECTORS REPORT.  
Blenheim Boys (upper) Mr Lucas. .Present 35, on roll 36. The work this year was, in every 
respect,. fully equal to that done at the previous examination, ..The neatness, quickness, and 
accuracy with which the papers on every subject wore finished, left nothing to be desired. The 
work was singularly even a difficult piece of dictation proved indeed somewhat beyond the 
powers of six of the 18 boys who passed the .sixth standard, but,, with this exception, there was 
not even a partial failure of any scholar in any subject.  
Blenheim Boys (Lower) Mr Burnham, assistant, Mr Bary. Present, 89 .on roll 89, There was no 
falling off in this year's performances, even when compared with the remarkably good work 
done at the 1883 examination. The arithmetic was, indeed, rather better, two-thirds of the  25 
boys who passed in the Fourth Standard working correctly over sums set. The papers were all 
neatly and quickly finished, those on geography and history being handed in long before the 
allotted time. Every scholar in this division obtained a pass.  
Blenheim Girls.— Miss Harding, assistants Miss Lucas and a pupil teacher. .Present 108, on 
the roll 108. Although the bare record of passes 101 slightly short of the extraordinary high 
percentage  obtained at the previous examination, the result of this year's trial was most 
creditable in every class, and in every subject. The success of the scholars in arithmetic, which 
worked with a speed was and efficiency little, if at all, inferior to that of the boys, would tend 
to stake one's faith in the commonly accepted theory of the comparative incapacity of girls in 
this subject. When  well taught they seem to be as good arithmeticians as boys.  
Blenheim Juniors. Miss Treadwell and three pupil teachers. Present as, on roll 285. It is 
difficult to form a decided opinion as to the  efficiency of a teaching staff where the school is 
so  overcrowded, and the attendance so exceptionally irregular aa in the case here. I was 
compelled to send a number of the scholars out to play while one class was being examined, 
finding it impossible otherwise to get apace enough. As to the attendance I found that no more 
-than 28 of the 59 children preparing for the 1st Standard had made 260 half day attendances 
since the examination 16 months ago. Many, in fact, had not averaged two days  a week during 



that period. While therefore it is  creditable to their teachers  that 46 of the 52 succeeded in 
passing (as a large proportion of those had not made the minimum number of attendances) this 
division is fulfilling very indifferently its function of feeder to the upper schools. As the bad 
attendance may be taken in part aa the parents protest against over-crowding, I suggest that if 
means for adding to the building at once are not available, either the children under 6 years old 
be excluded, or a temporary school-room be rented for them. At the risk of being charged with 
overstepping the strict line of my duty, I must earnestly deprecate any material alteration in the 
organisation of the Borough Schools, It would be difficult to improve— it would be easy to 
injure an organisation which has stood success fully the test of several years trial, and which 
(as I understand the matter) while providing for the separation of the sexes, and allowing ample 
liberty of action to the head of each department, gives a right of general control and supervision 
to a responsible and thoroughly competent head master. Experience in another .district has 
shown me the evils of allowing the heads of divisions in a group of schools to drift into a 
position of independent command. The process of disintegration is simple enough, but to re-
unite subsequently the scattered fragments .without removing, the greater portion of the 
teaching staff, is found to be practically almost impossible.  
1st April 1884 Letter from Mr Nosworthy, Secretary  of the Blenheim School Committee, 
requesting that two- curtains might be erected in the girls' school. Referred back to the 
Committee for further information as to the need of the curtains, and the probable cost.- Letter 
from Mr Nosworthy, sending resolution of the Committee, stating that Miss Harding is and 
always had been Head Mistress, and that Mr Lucas has no control of her, and that in sending 
the returns she had acted in accordance with the Committee's instructions.  
Letter from Mr Nosworthy, covering resolution-of-Committee complaining that copies of  the. 
Board's resolutions had not been forwarded until a day or two before the meeting of the 
Committee. Letter from Mr Nosworthy stating that the Committee had had no opportunity to 
consider the suggestion that a pupil teacher should be appointed instead of a third master, and 
suggesting that the present arrangement should continue. Mr Sinclair moved that a copy of the 
resolution as to Miss Harding be sent to Mr Lucas.  
Captain Baillie wanted to know what were the relative positions of Mr Lucas and Miss- 
Harding. Waa the former master of the Borough Schools  
The Chairman fancied that the reply of the Committee, had settled the .question. His  
individual opinion was that Mr Lucas had been appointed Master of the Borough Schools, and 
had had control over Miss Harding.  
Mr Sinclair said that Mr Lucas having adopted the course of complaining to the Board, and not 
(as he should have done) to the Committee, a copy of the .resolution ought to be sent to him. 
The Chairman said that if Mr Sinclair's suggestion were adopted the Board abandoned the  
position, and might get Mr Lucas' resignation in at the next meeting. The simple object of 
sending to the Committee had been to ascertain whether Miss Harding had acted according to 
their instructions, and it appeared she j hid done be.  
Capt., Baillie, opposed Mr Sinclair's motion, as it would merely, tend to promote further 
discussion. Mr Sinclair’s  motion was put and carried, Capt. Baillie alone dissenting.  
The Board then considered the appointment of Mr. Parker as third master. Mr Parker certainly 
thought it hard on the Committee, that the Board's resolution had not been sent on to them 
earlier, so as to give the Committee an opportunity to confer with the Headmaster on the 
subject of the appointment of a pupil teacher.  
Mr Ward thought the matter of no consequence as the Committee met only once a month, and 
the letters would not be opened till they met, and. would remain together like eggs in a hens 
nest. Mr. Sinclair differed  strongly from Mr Ward. All the Committeemen no doubt read the 
papers, and would have been prepared to call .a special meeting had the Board’s resolution 
been sent to them; The conduct of the Secretary  was most censurable, and he (Mr Sinclair) 



held it to be conduct of a very grave character. If the Board, for £160 a year could not get their 
letters written within a week of the Board meeting it was time there was a change-. 
There was no reason to suppose that the Committee would not have held a special. meeting had 
the resolution been forwarded to them with less delay than three weeks after the Board met, As 
a matter of fact the Committee would have held such a meeting 
Mr Ward thought that as the Committee had the newspapers before them which were certainly 
pot "buncomes"— they would have called a special Meeting had they thought the matter of 
importance. 
Mr Sinclair said that, with all deference .to Mr Ward, it was perfectly absurd for the Committee 
to hold a meeting on a mere newspaper report, and without the official resolution before them. 
Nor could the Committee consult the headmaster without official notification from the Board. 
Mr Ward still thought that had the Committee wished to call a special meeting they would have 
assumed that the secretary of the Board had forgotten to send on the resolution and would have 
applied to him for it,  
Major Baillie then moved that notice be sent to the Committee that Mr Parker was leaving on 
Monday next 
Mr Parker hoped that, the secretary would forward this resolution at once; so that the 
Committee would know how to act..  
Mr Sinclair: They will see it in the. papers. Or they .may, perhaps get it by telephone,  
The Chairman: Of course the Secretary will send  this resolution at once. 
Major Baillie's motion was agreed to 
2nd April 1884 Blenheim Rifles paraded, last night and, with the School Cadets headed by their 
drum and fife band, marched round the principal streets of the town. The little fellows in the 
band played really well, and the inarching of the cadets and the time and tune of  the Band 
alike reflect credit upon Mr J P. Lucas. as their instructor. The attendance of the Rifles was  
better than usual and the men after the march out. went through skirmishing drill and half 
company movements in the Square in highly creditable manner.  
8th April 1884 BLENHEIM SCHOOLS.  
[To the. Editor of the Express.] Sir,— It would be amusing, were it not at the same time pitiful, 
to notice the persistent efforts made by Mr Terry to damage the present School Committee to 
the eyes of the public I do not spare of this person as the editor, or nominal proprietor of the 
paper in which his lucubrations appear, bat as the individual, spiteful and fall of all 
uncharitableness against those who were once his colleagues but from whom he has separated 
himself, by an 'act, rare even in colonial journalism. In the -present matter of the departure of 
one of our school teachers to a far more remunerative appointment, for one fail to see how such  
a step can be connected with the ill-advised action," or the" unnecessarily meddling policy' of 
some of the members of the present School Committee. It is just the step that Mr Terry -would 
himself have taken long ago  had he had the chance, but unfortunately for him, his light casts 
no bright beams beyond this Market Square In the present instance, an independent command, 
a salary nearly double the present, and a residence, are the inducements offered, and no one 
need be surprised that the bait has proved sufficiently attractive. No doubt the committee   
greatly regret the change but will acknowledging the good that this teacher in conjunction with 
others, has been, instrumental in producing, I cannot think they will be fools enough to slaver 
him with, the forlorn adulation Mr Terry lays on injudiciously. la their regrets they may 
"console themselves with the recollection that the sea yet contains as good fish as over; came 
out of. it. Judging from the reports that have appeared in both papers j the teacher in: question 
has never been prominently before the Committee, and Mr Terry .must be hard up for "pars," 
as well aa for complaint against his former colleagues, when he lugs in an -outsider, and, willy-
nilly, tries to make of him a "casus belli." As a reader of 'your paper, I remember how very 
recently this person endeavored to his utmost to lower the character and reputation of the 



esteemed Head Mistress of the girls' school to the eyes of the Committee his actions in that 
respect savouring not as much of zeal in the cause of education as gratification of some 
personal feeling. Hearing this in mind, Mr Terry is hardly the person to throw stones at the 
Committee, especially when it is borne in mind the characters he has assumed during the past 
few months. Let Mr Terry cease trying to stir up strife among those who, not having any axes 
to grind, lam willing to believe are working for the good of the community. Not until he has 
attained thus far will he gain respect from those around him, and least of I from— Yours, etc. 
Observer.  
8th April 1884 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
A special meeting of the School Committee took place last night. Present Messrs Nosworthy 
(Chairman), Dodson, Falconer, Hustwick, Purser, Ching and Pirani.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
Letters from the Education Board requesting further particulars as to the necessity and cost of 
curtains for the girls' school.  
Letter from the Board, stating that Mr Parker had been appointed master of the Grovetown 
school, and would take charge on the following Monday.  
Letter from the Board, stating that a copy of the Committee's resolution re Mr Lucas and Miss 
Harding had been forwarded to the former. 
Letter from the Board stating that all repairs must stand over, as they had no funds for the 
purpose. 
Letter from Mr Burnham, resigning his appointment as second master, to take effect from the' 
3rd of May. 
Letter from Mr Burnham in the following terms I received your letter dated 5th instant, this 
morning, asking me if the cause of ray leaving is the unnecessary meddling of some of the 
members of the present Committee. In reply I have to inform you that my resignation is in 
consequence of my salary not being increased to on amount which I consider the second master 
of a school of this size is entitled to." In reply to Mr Pirani, the Chairman stated that the last 
letter was. addressed to himself as Chairman, and not merely as Mr Nosworthy. Letter from Mr 
Lucas, asking that as only three weeks’ vacation was granted at Christmas and New Year, 
matters should be equalised by adding the balance to the Easter holidays. Also asking the 
Committee to recommend the Board to employ Master Charles Simpson and Miss Linton as 
pupil teachers, in the place of Mr Parker and Miss Jeffries. Mr Dodson moved that the 
Chairman inform the- Chairman of the Education Board that Mr Burnham will be leaving on 
the 3rd May that the Board be requested to appoint a successor, at the same salary and that if 
necessary a special meeting of the Board be called for that purpose. The motion was carried 
unanimously. The Committee discussed the question of the third mastership at considerable 
length, and came to a unanimous conclusion that it was undesirable to substitute a pupil 
teacher, considering the large number of scholars, and the prospect of losing the head. master 
any time, should a better appointment be offered to him. Mr Pirani moved that the Visiting 
Committee be requested to interview the head master with regard to the appointment of a pupil 
teacher in place of the third master and that if he thinks it inadvisable to dispense with a teacher 
of the same rank as the late third master that the Chairman of the Board be requested to call for 
applications to fill the third master's place. Mr Dodson moved aa an amendment that the 
Visiting Committee interview Mr Lucas to-morrow, and that the Committee at its rising do 
adjourn till. Wednesday next.; His object in moving this /was to act according to the. wishes of 
the Education Board, who' had always treated the Committee-With kindness and consideration. 
He- wished to avoid the appearance of affirming a principle firstly and then asking^ Mr Lucas 
to confirm it after 'wards. After Borne discussion, Mr Dodson withdrew his amendment, and 
Mr Pirani's resolution was carried unanimously. The 'Chairman was instructed to furnish the 
Board with the required information as to the curtains. '"Resolved that the schools close on 



Thursday evening next, and open on the following Monday week (21st). Resolved ;that,. Mr 
Lucas request re Miss Linton and Master Simpson .be. acceded to. The Committee than 
adjourned.  
10th April 1884 Paper Chase.— Taking advantage of the .bright frosty morning, Mr Lucas very 
sensibly, sent the school boys out on a paper chase this morning, the scent "being laid down 
Maxwell Road. An hour of this invigorating exercise on a cheerful wintry day is calculated to 
do the youngsters a lot of good, and was by no means a bad way of dismissing them for their 
Easter holidays. We hope that teachers and children will all. come back to school on Monday, 
the 21st^ the better for their short vacation 
21st April 1884 A special meeting of the Board was held this' afternoon. Present Messrs 
Seymour (Chairman), Hutcheson, Ward, Henderson, Parker, and Sinclair. The Chairman said 
that owing to the absence of  any regulation providing for the calling of special meetings the 
present meeting must be regarded as informal, and the Board must be treated as being in 
Committee. The members might discuss the matters they had before them, come to a 
conclusion, and report to the next ordinary meeting for confirmation of the proceedings. The 
Chairman then stated that the meeting had been called to consider a letter from the Blenheim 
School Committee asking the Board to invite applications for second master in place of Mr 
Burnham, who would be leaving on the 3rd May, and for a third master. The Committee, after 
consulting with the head master had come to the conclusion that it was not desirable to have a 
pupil teacher instead of a third master. Mr Henderson enquired what was the salary of the 
second master. The Secretary said that it began at £140, and was now £162, Mr. Henderson 
considered that as_ the Board had now reached_ its utmost limits in salaries it was desirable. to 
begin at the lower sum for Mr Burnham's successor, so as to give the Board the opportunity of 
raising it. r The Chairman said that the difficulty with the Board's finances was not be much 
with the salaries as with the building fund, on which, notwithstanding that the Board had 
availed itself of the privilege of drawing upon the general fund, there was a deficiency of £250, 
and the Board would probably have yet to go to the Bank. Mr Henderson remarked that it 
appeared as if the Boards were likely to lose the 53 per head instead of gaining more from the 
Government. The Board then discussed the question of salary for the second master, and of the 
necessity of a third master instead of a pupil teacher. The Chairman pointed out, with reference 
to the latter subject, that both the Committee and head teacher were of opinion that the teaching 
could not be conducted efficiently without a third master. He himself thought it quite on the 
cards that the'. Committee .was correct. On the motion of Mr Henderson, seconded by Mr 
Ward, it was resolved that applications be invited for -a second master at £140 a year, 
applicants to state their age and experience. The Secretary then said that he had been blamed 
for the wording of the original advertisement calling; for applications for the three teachers, 
though he did not write a line of;, it, and Mr Henderson drew it up. It was about the only 
advertisement that he (the Secretary) did not draw up. He had' quite enough sins of his own to 
answer for without being held responsible for this. Mr Henderson admitted that he drew the 
advertisement; and said that he was now quite prepared to abide by the wording of it. Its terms 
were fully discussed by the Board, and it was in fact the best considered advertisement that 
ever came before the Board. It was designedly framed in the way it was. Upon the question of 
the third master Mr Henderson thought that, as the work to be done was the second standard, a' 
pupil teacher just out of his time was what was wanted. The Chairman said that was the case 
with Mr Bary, but Mr Bary was exceptionally efficient. Mr. Henderson said that Mr Bary was 
paid £100 but a suitable pupil teacher just completing his time might perhaps be got for £80                
Mr Hutcheson said that Bary had that sum for a while. Mr Parker said there was some private 



arrangement as to paying his board. Mr Paul suggested that perhaps any efficient mistress 
might be got for £50, I but the question was whether the Committee would approve of it. Mr 
Parker thought a female teacher: would do just as well for the second! standard children as an 
assistant master, if the Committee could only be induced'; to see it in that light. Mr Henderson 
said that as there did not appear to be any pupil teacher -whom' they could advance to the 
position, he! would move that, applications, be invited; for the third mastership, at £90 per an-! 
num. Mr Paul seconded the motion, which was carried. On the suggestion of Mr Henderson, it 
was understood that the advertisement should intimate that the teaching would simply be that 
of the 2nd Standard. Applications for the second and third masterships are to be sent in by the 
5th of. May. The meeting then adjourned. 
Mr. Burnham went to Reefton School as Headmaster  
2nd May 1884 The usual. monthly meeting, of the Blenheim School Committee, took place last 
night, all the members being present except Mr Dobson The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read And confirmed. The following attendance returns were received:—Girls' school 101, 
upper ..and lower boys 135, Infants 154:  
Complaints Were reeved  from both Mr Lucas and Miss Harding as to the quality of. the ink, 
and. the Chairman  as instructed to get a supply of better quality. Letter from Mr Lucas stating- 
that there was a vacancy in the pupil teacher staff, and recommending .Miss Linton and Master   
C Simpson should be taken on as pupil teachers.  
Resolved, on, the motion' Of. Mr Hustwick, that the Board be recommended to employ Miss 
Linton and Master C. Simpson as pupil teachers; It was resolved, on, the motion of Mr. Purser, 
that the Chairman get the overflow of the well remedied, and procure a cup and chain, and fix 
them near the well.  
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr Pirani, that the Board be requested, to forward the 
applications for the mastership on the day of receipt, and that the Board be asked to appoint 
some of their number- to confirm the Committee’s selection of candidates. The following 
accounts were passed for payment :Bubb gravel; £4 12s; J. W. Campbell, glazing, 11s 6d, G D. 
Mason, repairing clock, 6s.  
The Chairman reported that he officially visited the schools on the previous day, and found the 
work going  on satisfactorily.  
Messrs Purser and Pirani were appointed the Visiting Committed for the  ensuing month at half 
past 7 o’clock 
5th May 1884 Blenheim Schools.— Applications for the second and third masterships of the 
Blenheim Borough Schools will be opened by the Education Board to-morrow, and we 
presume will be sent on to the School Committee for that body to consider in the  evening.  
Mr George McMorran , who has been appointed to the headmastership of the Terrace  School, 
Wellington, subject) of course, to the decision of the local School Committee, has been in the 
service of the Education Board for the past two years, and at present holds the position of first 
assistant in the Mount Cook (Wellington)School. He possesses very high testimonials and 
certificates, some of them gained in Glasgow, Scotland, whence he comes. There were twenty-
one applications for the Terrace School, and amongst them one from Mr J. P, Lucas, Head 
Master of the Blenheim Borough Schools 
Mr Burnham This gentleman left by this afternoon's train en route to Nelson and the West 
Coast, to take up the position of head master at Reefton. Wo trust for' his sake that the 
unpleasant rumours which were in circulation in town to-day as to fresh disagreements between 
the Nelson Board and the Reef- I ton Committee are not founded on fact It was known that the 
Committee objected to the conduct of the Board and the Inspector in not forwarding all the 
applications for the appointment, and it has already been freely asserted that the Inspector was 
unduly favoring Mr Burnham. But it is now rumoured that the Committee are so indignant at 



the Board's proceedings, that, without entertaining any special objection to that gentleman 
himself, they will forcibly keep him out of the school, till the Committee obtains justice. We 
sincerely hope these was and rumours of war are. unfounded; 
6th May 1884 Marlborough Education Board  
Letter from Mr Parker claiming pay for a week for which he had been paid too little at the 
Blenheim Schools  
MR LUCAS AND MISS HARDING. Letter from Mr Lucas stating that he was appointed to 
the control of the Blenheim Schools, and therefore of Miss Harding and the Girls' School, and 
pointing out that he applied, and was appointed in terms of the Board's advertisement. He also 
pointed out that so recently as May, 1883, the Committee upheld his control over Miss 
Harding, and censored her for insubordination, and that until February last she had always 
acted and acknowledged  her position as the subordinate. It was not until the 1st  of March that 
he received intimation from the Committee that Miss Harding was to send her returns to them 
direct. He concluded by urging, the Board in the interests of the schools to maintain his 
authority. Mr Lucas's letter freely accused the Committee of  inaccuracies in the. statements 
made in their resolution.  
Mr Sinclair moved, and Mr Ward seconded that the letter be referred to the Blenheim School 
Committee for explanation.  
Mr. Henderson considered Mr Lucas’s letter an able one, and all his statements to be correct. 
He had no doubt that Mr. Lucas was appointed head of all the schools, and he (Mr H.) warned 
the record, from the experience of other educational districts against setting up a divided 
authority.  
Major Baillie moved as an amendment, that there be added to the motion the words and that the 
Board consider Mr Lucas to be the Head Master of all the Blenheim-School.  
Mr Dive seconded the amendment.  
Mr Sinclair protested against the Board thus prejudging the matter on Mr Lucas ex parte letter, 
and pointed out that Major Baillie’s amendment was not amendment at all.  
Major Baillie withdrew his amendment till after, the resolution was decided.  
Mr Sinclair.-replying on the motion; said the question was one of pure fact on which the Board 
had to decide as a jury and it was necessary to have the evidence of both sides in the dispute. It 
was not desirable to have a conflict between the Board and the Committee which had never 
before occurred in this district.  It was not desirable in the interests of the school that a contest 
should occur, though Mr Lucas distinctly hinted at in his letter. The powers of Committees and 
Boards were at least coextensive, and had hoped that the time was not far distant when Boards 
would be swept away into limbo.  
Major Baillie then proposed to move a resolution in favor of Mr Lucas being in control of all 
the schools.  
Mr Sinclair drew attention, to the fact that the motion referred to the status of the schools and, 
could only be, brought on after notice. 
 The Chair upheld this ruling 
7th May 1884 A special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night, when 
all the members were present except Mr Dodson; who was excused from attendance. 
Applications for the 2nd and 3rd mastership were received from the following:— G. W. 
Williamson, Canterbury, 2nd Robert McCallum, Blenheim, 2nd or 3rd J. E. S. Ouseley, 
Dunedin, 2nd A. Mitchell, Dunedin, 2nd W. G-. Martin, Riverton, Wanganui, 2nd E. H, 
Canavan, Nelson, 2nd Wm, Seay, Springfield,: Canterbury, 2nd P. B. Peart, Motupiko, Nelson, 
2nd; F. Mayhew, Malvern, 2nd; H. 0. Amner, Cross Creek, Hutt, 2nd F. Smith, Hope, Nelson, 
2nd F. Tyrer, Wellington, 2nd A. K. Harlock, Timaru, 2nd or 3rd E. J. Collins, Sydenham, 2nd 
Thomas Knox, Dunedin, 2nd J. McNeil, Napier, 3rd; Samuel Turkington, Wellington, 3rd; 
George Rutherford. Havelock, 3rd Roderick Mackenzie, Waikari, 2nd or 3rd D. H. Pattie, 



Blenheim, 2nd or 3rd Alex. McKenzie, Dunedin, 3rd; 0. Percival, Auckland, 3rd E. S. Bowden, 
Picton, 2nd or 3rd. The Committee recommended Mr Williamson for the 2nd mastership, and 
Mr R. McCallum for the 3rd. In reference to Miss Harding’s request for curtains for the Girls' 
School, and the enquiry of the Board as to the special purpose for which they were needed, it 
was  resolved that the chairman submit to the Board the same reasons for the necessity of the 
curtains as those giver to the Committee, viz., That there were five standards being taught in 
that  school, and that the attention of the children were distracted from their class. It was 
resolved that the Board be recommended to provide two cretonne curtains for the Girls' School, 
at an estimated cost of say £6. The Committee then adjourned 
A letter was read from; the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee stating that they 
recommended Mr Q. W. Williamson for the second mastership, aid Mr Robert McCallum for 
the third, With regard to the second mastership the Board discussed. Mr Williamson's 
testimonials and qualifications in great length, and also those of. Mr S. P. Mayhew, of Russell's 
Flat, Malvern, who was understood to be the candidate placed second on the list of the 
Blenheim  School Committee. The Board also went, in detail through Some of the other 
applications and testimonials. Mr Sinclair moved that the Committee be informed that the 
Board proposes to appoint Mr Mayhew  to the position of 2nd master, and that the Committee 
be asked to concur in the appointment, .Mr. Ward seconded the motion,, which was 
unanimously agreed to. The  Secretary was instructed to inform the Committee that the Board's 
objection to Mr Williamson was that he is leaving a school where he is obtaining  much higher 
salary than he  would obtain in Blenheim, and that no reason is given for the change. The 
Board  considered the applications for the third mastership, and on the motion of Mr 
Henderson, seconded by Mr Ward, Mr Robert McCullum was duly appointed. The Chairman 
read his annual report, in which, on the motion of Mr Henderson, and was agreed to. 
8th May 1884 High Compliment.— ln the course of a discussion at the Nelson Education Board 
upon the question whether passing the 6th Standard should be sufficient qualification for 
candidates for scholarships, Mr Shephard, M.H.R., paid the Blenheim Borough Schools the 
compliment of saying there was no school so well organised in Nelson as they were 
The Second  Mastership.— The School Committee having consented to the appointment of Mr 
Mayhew as Second Master of the Blenheim Schools, the Education Board met yesterday 
afternoon Messrs Seymour, Henderson, and Baillie being present and duly appointed Mr May 
now to the position. It is not definitely known when he can enter on his new duties, but as he is 
at present in charge of a school at Russell's Flat, Malvern, Canterbury, we presume he will 
have to give a month's notice  The  Secretary to the Board has, however, telegraphed to know 
when Mr May hew can come, and to tell him that his services are required in Blenheim at once, 
The gentleman whom the School Committee, not by any means unanimously, placed at the 
Head of the list of candidates for second mastership, turns out to be too good for the  billet, and 
a gentleman of more modest pretensions though perhaps of better practical teaching power— 
has .been selected. The first-named candidate who is anxious to leave £202 per annum and a 
free house in Canterbury to come  to Blenheim for £140 and no house at all, can only be 
described as an Admirable Crichton, He is a, poet, a musical composer, a conductor, of good 
moral character, and a regular communicant. He produced testimonials from School 
Committees, private citizens,, parsons, and newspapers, and yet, from the official reports of the 
department, he has for some years past been steadily declining in the scale of schools, so far as 
salary is concerned. The Board very sensibly took the  view that such a man was altogether too 
good or too unsuitable for a second  mastership at Blenheim, and even the regular 
communicant piece of business failed to impress anybody but the Chairman. Perhaps the Board 
thought that steady progress in the  teaching profession was better than  religious zeal or 
perhaps they thought that, as Mr Lucas is musical, it would never do to have two Kings of 



Brentford at the Blenheim schools. So they passed over the Admirable Crichton, and  
appointed the second rate man. 
12th May 1884 THE BLENHEIM SCHOOLS.  
It is high time that the  ridiculous farce now  being played at the Blenheim Schools was 
brought to an end. Mr Lucas' complaints and the School Committee's resolutions in reply have 
now been bandied about at several meetings of the Education Board the subject is discussed by 
the very children in the schools and the whole matter is ono of grave concern to the real friends 
of education. The question, after all, is in a nutshell. Miss Harding, the Mistress of the Girls' 
School, claims the right to send in her attendance returns direct to the Committee, and to 
otherwise act in entire independence of Mr Lucas. Mr Lucas claims that he was appointed 
Head Teacher of all the Blenheim schools, and that, although it is not pretended he, knows 
anything whatever about the education of girls, Miss Harding is his subordinate, and must act- 
under his direction. The School Committee have taken up a stand which- we confess is not so 
intelligible as it ought to be. So far as we can understand the matter, they regard the wording of 
the original advertisement, under which Mr Lucas and Miss Harding were appointed, as 
ambiguous, and consider it doubtful whether the latter was appointed as subordinate to the 
former. This is the view taken by a minority of the Education Board; but the majority of the 
members of that body, headed by Mr Henderson, who himself draw up the advertisement, and 
who intentionally designed the Headmaster to have charge of all the schools, hold Mr Lucas to 
be in the right and the School Committee in the wrong. One thing is certain— the School 
Committee, who know a good deal more about the working of the Schools than Mr Henderson 
or anybody else, I have come to the conclusion that Miss Harding is well fitted to have entire 
charge of the girls' school, and that there is not the least necessity at this time of day for a Head 
Master to rule over her. They point to the success which has attended her efforts, to the large 
percentage of her passes, and to the undeniable fact that with this success and those passes Mr 
Lucas, despite his nominal superiority, has. had nothing whatever to do. We think the 
Committee take precisely the right view, and that the parents of the scholars ought to back 
them up in the stand which they many find it necessary 'to take against Mr Lucas and a 
majority of the Education Board. Miss Harding is now a thoroughly experienced teacher, her 
school is in good order, and any supervision on the part of Mr Lucas would be useless except 
as the mere assertion of idle authority. We speak the sentiments of a good many people in 
Blenheim when we say that, whatever may have been Mr Lucas' technical rights under an 
obscene advertisement and n doubtful correspondence, it is not altogether manly or dignified 
on his port to assert them as he is at present doing. Even supposing that it was thought better at 
first to give Mr. Lucas, as the elder in colonial experience, a little supervision over Miss 
Harding, it is absurd to say that there is any necessity for that supervision now. The Committee 
are quite right in bringing it to an end. Mr Lucas has a good salary, which is not likely to be 
decreased because Miss Harding is capable of running her school without his assistance. The 
charge of the Boys' School and the training of the pupil .teachers ought to fully occupy his 
time, if the work is properly, punctually, and conscientiously done. The letter which Mr Lucas 
addressed to the  Board on Tuesday last was a singularly ill-advised production, though 
strangely enough it charmed the affections of both Mr Seymour and Mr Henderson. Indeed it, 
rather oddly, re-echoed the views which Mr Henderson, who is enamoured of the North 
Canterbury system, has several times expressed in favor of grouping schools under one head. 
As for the letter itself, it discussed debatable matter, and accused the Board in a manner -to 
which that august body has not hitherto been accustomed, from one. of its. servants. Pace Mr 
Henderson, we think the arguments of Mr Lucas' letter utterly beside the question, and the 
conclusions entirely fallacious. So far from grouping schools together under one head, 
educational reformers regard the instruction of girls and infants as too serious to be entrusted to 
teachers of inferior calibre, who require a head master to look after them. The Girls' School of 



to-day is not a mere branch of the Boys' School. The results to be arrived at may be the same, 
but the modus operandi ought to be essentially different. The Infants' School of to-day is not 
the dame school of 50 years ago, but an institution in which the foundations of instruction, 
order, and. discipline have to be firmly laid. We believe that Miss Harding is thoroughly well 
able to conduct the Blenheim Girls' School , and that Miss Treadwell is fast gaining in the 
Infant School that experience which will enable her, also, to hold undisputed sway. But 
supposing neither of these Indies was able to do her work properly, is it to be supposed for a 
moment that Mr Lucas has either the time or the ability to do it for thorn The duty of both the 
Board and the Committee is clear..  
Whatever the original intention may have been, it is time to put quibbling  on one side, and 
regulate the schools not according to the wishes of  Mr Lucas and his friends, but according to 
the best interests of the scholars and the public at large. We can assure Mr Lucas that his well-
wishers in this town, who cheerful recognise ability and zeal, will think none the worst of him 
nor will anyone  else out of Club circles— because, he no longer has the inspection of Miss 
Harding's log- book; or because she sends in her own return direct to the Education Board.  
30th May 1884 The .usual monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee took place last 
night. Present— Messrs W. Nosworthy (Chairman), Dodson, Purser, Falconer, Ching, 
Hustwick  and Pirani.  
The, minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
 ATTENDANCE Miss Harding reported the average attendance in the ,Girls' School for the 
month of May to.be 93.  Mr. Lucas reported the average attendance in the Upper and Lower 
Boys' School to be 127, and the Infants; 152 total 279. 
He. added that the .attendance had been lower owing to the exceptional weather, sometimes but 
little Over .half the roll number' being ;present.  
TEACHER'S RESIDENCE Mr Lucas wrote calling attention to the dilapidated and 
uncomfortable .state of his house, part of which had to be vacated in the wet weather The 
Chairman said that on the 5th of February he wrote to the Board on this subject. The Board 
then said that they would instruct their architect to report on the building, but nothing further 
had been heard p£ the matter 
The Chairman was requested to complain again to the Board on the subject.  
TEACHING STAFF; Mr Lucas wrote recommending the appointment of an additional pupil 
teacher, as the Infant School was under- officered. The roll number was 232 V for which there, 
was a, mistress and three pupil teachers; with an average of 58 to each, which was too high a 
number even .for experienced adult teachers. More supervision was no doubt required from, 
him, but under present circumstances he was unable to give it  as he could not leave his class of 
boys, for more than  a few minutes at a time. He recommended the appointment of Master 
Chas. Simpson as a pupil teacher.  
On this subject a letter was read from the Secretary of the Education Board stating that Mr 
Mayhew had been appointed 2nd master, and Mr Robert McCallum 3rd master. Also that Miss 
Linton had, been, appointed, pupil teacher and that the question of an additional pupil teacher 
would be considered at the next meeting, 
On the motion of Mr. Hustwick, the Chairman was instructed to write to the Board, urging the 
necessity of a second pupil teacher, and enclosing: an extract from Mr Lucas', letter bearing on 
the subject.  
EXTRA SERVICES Mr Lucas wrote "recommending that .Miss Stratford should: receive a 
bonus for her, successful and extra work in teaching the boys lower school during the last 
month 
The matter was held over. until the new second master took charge, when the full extent of 
Miss Stratford’s extra services will be known and her claims can be taken into consideration. 



CUSTODIAN. MR., H S Simmonds wrote, applying for an increase .for his cleaning of the 
school. 
Mr Purser asked what was his present pay.  
The Chairman said it was £35.  
Mr Purser would like to know the income of the Committee.  
The Chairman said  that it was 7d per child per month, or about £125 at the present time.,  
Mr Dodson said at, with little extras, Mr Simmonds usually got, about £10 a quarter. He would 
move that in the present state of its.' finances the. Committee did not feel justified in increasing 
the salary; Carried unanimously.  
DIVIDING THE  SCHOOLS. A letter was received from the Secretary of the Education Board 
enclosing a copy of. Mr Lucas’s letter on the subject of the dispute. between himself and the 
Committee relative to Miss  Harding's status, and asking the Committee for any explanations 
they might choose to give.  
In reply to Mr Hustwick, who asked for the date of: the last letter, the Chairman said that, 
although- dated the 11th, it was not posted or received until, the 21st. 
Mr. Dodson moved that the-Committee be a deputation to wait on the Board at its next 
meeting, and lay the matters referred to in, Mr. Lucas letter before the Board. Mr Dodson 
added that although he did not embody the idea in his motion, the intention was to request the 
Board. to assist the Committee: his the necessary division of the schools  
Mr. Pirani suggested that the Committee should agree beforehand upon the line to be adopted 
by the deputation.  
Mr Dodson thought the suggestion a good. one, and they could, meet amongst themselves 
before next Board meeting. He understood that the line agreeable to the Committee was that 
the Board should be asked not to go minutely into the question's between Mr Lucas 'and Miss 
Harding, or between those teachers and the Committee, but should be satisfied with the good 
work done by both in the past. The Board should be asked to consider. that. There was perhaps 
enough to justify the positions taken up both by Mr Lucas and the Committee, but should be 
asked also to assist the Committee in' making a proper division of the schools, by, which Miss 
Harding would have full authority over the girls.  
Mr Pirani In other words ignore the past and make a fresh start for the future. 
 Mr Purser said it would be necessary also to point but to the Board that Mr Lucas had been 
head master of the girls’ school only in name, as he had never exercised any actual authority, 
nor had even examined a class of girls since he had been in Blenheim.  
Mr Hustwick said that apparently the question was a mere matter of sentiment 
Mr Falconer presumed, that the Committee intended to endorse its former action.  
Mr Dodson Certainly, The Committee cannot go back.  
Mr Dodson's motion was carried unanimously.  
VISITING COMMITTEE Mr Pirani, on behalf of Mr. Purser and himself, gave in the report of 
the Visiting Committee. They found the attendant low, and that three dozen hat pegs were 
required in the girls' school.  
It was agreed that these pegs should be fixed, and also that a perforated cap should be put on 
the overflow pipe of the well.  
Mr Purser remarked upon  the .great  quantity of windows broken, probably by the boys with 
shanghais, and thought that Mr Lucas ought to make an example of' some of the offenders. 
Messrs Ching and Falconer were appointed Visitors for the ensuing month. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE Leave of absence -was granted to Mr. Dodson for .three months,- to 
enable him to attend to his Parliamentary duties  
MR STEWARD'S BILL. Mr Steward, M.H.R. for Waimate, forwarded, copies .of his School 
Committees Election Bill," similar in most .respects to the measure which he introduced last 



session, which passed the House of Representatives, and was only rejected in ,the Legislative 
Council on casting vote of the Speaker. 
The alterations made in the Bill since last session did not meet with favor front the Committee, 
and, after some discussion upon cumulative voting  which was .opposed by the majority of the 
committee, the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 
The meeting then-adjourned.  
3rd  June 1884 THE EDUCATION BOARD AND THE BLENHEIM SCHOOLS.  
At the monthly meeting of the Education Board  this morning (present, all the members except 
Mr Dive), the question of the relative status of. Mr Lucas and; Miss Harding at the Blenheim 
Schools, and the. alleged necessity for appointing: another pupil teacher, came on -for 
discussion.  
Upon the second matter a letter was received from Mr W Nosworthy, Chairman of the School 
Committee, who wrote urging the appointment of Master. C Simpson and enclosing, an extract 
from a letter of Mr Lucas, to the effect that the Infant School was under officered.  
Upon the first  matter a deputation from the. School Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Nosworthy, Dodson, Purser, and Pirani, waited upon the Board.  
Mr Dobson said that their object was to clear up the misunderstanding which assumed that the 
Headmaster had authority over the head mistress. .As Chairman of the Committee at the time 
the appointment was made he could say that the authority given to Mr. Lucas over Miss 
Harding vas slight and shadowy.. He was requested to give her any advice  she required 
without reference to the Committee, and then communicate with the Committee afterwards. He 
(Mr Dodson) could quite, see now; that such an authority was likely to be misunderstood, and 
looking at the wording of. the advertisement the master was to some extent justified in 
assuming authority over the mistress; and calling himself headmaster of all the schools. This 
was not however, what the Committee had intended though the matter had been allowed to 
drag along without question on either side. The present Committee' was under the impression 
That Miss Harding was head mistress of her own school, and Mr Lucas was certainly entitled 
to credit for the forbearance he had shown in asserting his alleged authority, and complying 
.with the wishes of the Committee. The School Committee were a little blameable for leaving 
matters in such  a vague way but as everybody had cause to be satisfied with the working of the 
schools, Mr Lucas and Miss Harding having got on amiably and harmoniously together, neither 
the Board, Committee, children, or. parents had anything to complain of. The time had come 
when even the little shadowy authority should be removed, and Miss Harding given the sole 
and undivided control of her school, without  interference from any other teacher. This would 
.be in the interests of the scholars, and he could point to, her reports in confirmation of Miss 
Handing's ability in teaching and management. It-was only due to her and to her school that 
,the authority existing over her should be removed; The time would come when new schools 
would have to be built— though probably the finances of the Board  would not admit of it at 
present— but he  urged the Board to establish the Girls’ School as separate and distinct as soon 
as possible until a new building could be put up. But there was no wish to lower the status of 
Mr. Lucas, with whom the Committee were well satisfied, and 'they did not wish.in any way to 
grate on his. feelings. But their duty to Miss Harding required that she should be put in her 
proper position. The Committee had no complaint to make, of the Board which had always 
courteously received their communications and given  them all the help in their power. He 
hoped that the cordial relations would still continue to exist, and .that the. Board would allow 
the Committee to work out the separation of the schools as far as possible, by having a head-
master aid head-mistress, each without authority over the other.  
In reply to the Chairman who asked if Mr Lucas had raised the question, Mr Dodson said' he 
had had a private interview with Mr Lucas, and he thought the position taken up by the 



Committee would be agreeable to that gentleman, who had no wish to assert any authority over 
Miss Harding.  
Mr Henderson regarded the whole matter as very confusing.. The. Board was  told that the 
school was prospering, and that everything was well managed and going on satisfactorily. Why 
then was a change wanted? What would be the advantage to the scholars?  
Mr Dodson replied, that the question of .Miss Harding's authority having been raised, anyone 
who knew anything of children would be aware how seriously, discipline would be affected till 
the question was set at rest. Hitherto all the girls had believed that the Head Master had nothing 
to do with their school, but they would have a tendency now to take one side or the other. 
Major Baillie asked if Miss Harding would not require more salary if she had undivided control 
Mr. Dodson replied in. the negative.  
Mr Ward remarked that even if she did, it was for the Board. to consider the question when it 
arose. He quite agreed with the Committee and thought it would be a great advantage to the 
scholars  that each school should be taught separately by a lady and male teacher. The question 
wet one of those which ought to have been left to the Committee to settle.  
Mr Sinclair asked the deputation if it was correct that Mr Lucas had not been.in Miss Harding’s 
school for six months at a stretch. prior to August 31st?  
Mr Dodson said that it was to Mr Lucas's .credit that, so far as the deputation were aware he 
never went into the girls' school at all or interfered in any way 
Mr. Sinclair: The success of the Girls’ school is in no way attributable to Mr. Lucas 
Mr Dodson: Quite so  
Mr Hutcheson asked What would be the position of Miss Treadwell in the Infant School for the 
future? 
Mr Dodson said ,that Mr Lucas had had distinct' control of the Infant School given him by the 
Committee and was liable for failures  and successes  in that school. But this had not been at all 
the case with the Girls' School, 
Mr Paul asked how the Committee’s, present views coincided with those  expressed at a 
Committee meeting twelve months ago, when Mr. Dodson expressed his regret that Miss 
Harding should have forwarded, a letter direct instead of through Mr Lucas.  
Mr Dodson said there had been no change of opinion. Miss Harding's letter referred to certain 
work outside the School upon which she had been instruoted.to communicate through Mr 
Lucas, and did not refer to the internal' management, of the school 
Mr Purser said that the letter was entirely confined to fencing and graveling.  
Mr Sinclair asked the deputation if they thought Mr Lucas had sufficient time left to give a real 
supervision to the Girls' School?  
Mr Dodson said that Mr Lucas had himself admitted that he had not even been able to devote 
sufficient time to supervise the infants School.  
Mr Henderson asked, if  Mr. Lucas had had to do with framing the time table of the Girls’ 
School?  
Mr Purser, said that Miss Harding had framed her own, and Mr Lucas had had nothing to do 
with it. 
Mr Henderson asked if Mr Lucas taught  all. the pupil teachers? 
Mr Dodson certainly understood .that he did. It was at  any rate, his duty to do so.  
Mr Henderson asked if Mr Lucas gave music lessons to boys and girls alike.  
Mr Dodson replied that Mr Lucas did so when he had sufficient time, Miss Harding assisting. 
Mr Sinclair enquired if Miss Harding had applied to the Committee to define her position. 
Mr Dodson replied in the affirmative.  
Mr Henderson thought it right to say that Miss Harding had never once raised the question.  
 Mr Dodson rejoined  that she had raised it ever since she had been here. The Committee for a 
time endeavored to give her the benefit of Mr Lucas’ superior skill and experience, and after 



the first report she sent in she asked him (Mr Dodson) if Mr Lucas had any authority over her. 
Mr. Henderson quite knew that Miss Harding had raised the question from the first, he (Mr 
Dodson) informed him so, though whether it was in Miss Harding’s presence he did not 
remember.  
Mr Henderson denied this.  
Mr Sinclair said that it appeared Mr Lucas had caved in. Was that so? 
Mr Dodson said that be quite understood from Mr Lucas that he had no wish to raise any 
question;  He added that he was working harmoniously with Miss Harding, and that if the 
Board lost her they would lose an excellent teacher. 
Mr Henderson felt bound to state that Mr Lucas, be recently as yesterday, was quite disposed to 
insist on his status which he considered himself always to have possessed as head master. The 
Board had nothing before them hut mere statements , and one was just as good as another. The 
Chairman thanked the deputation for the information they had given, and they withdrew. With 
reference to the additional pupil teacher question the Board discussed it at considerable length, 
and. resolved on the motion of Mr Henderson that as the schools were already abundantly 
officered the Board could- not give them an extra pupil teacher. 
Later on Mr Henderson moved that this Board finds'. As follows  
(1). That the Head-master was always intended to be, and always has been in charge of the 
whole of the Blenheim school, having the Supervision of all  the children and, teachers, and 
having also the entire premises under his care.  
(2). That the present Head-master was appointed by the Board exactly on the same 
understanding and 
(3). That the Board sustains the present Head-master in the fall position to which he was 
appointed, feeling bound not to break. faith with him, and, being fully persuaded  that the 
interests of the. school, are best served by having' one' head teacher in charge of the whole 
school;  
In moving this, Mr Henderson said that the two first r propositions were within the knowledge 
of every, member of the Board, and that it was very desirable that the. practice which had 
prevailed hitherto should continue in future. The proposed change was not. asked for by the 
teachers, but had emanated from the Committee. He had himself asked both' Mr Lucas and 
Miss Harding, and each expressed himself or herself perfectly satisfied with the other, and had 
nothing to complain of. It was most desirable to maintain the status of Mr Lucas as Headmaster 
of all the schools though as in all we]l regulated institutions, he would not interfere 
unnecessarily with h's subordinates. The practice of a Head-master having the control of a 
group of schools was contemplated by the literature of the Department, was in force in Nelson 
and elsewhere, and was recommended by the Inspector. .It was not desirable to have two heads 
in a group of schools,. and the Committee themselves admitted that the change was not 
necessary. The question had not been raised in the interest of the scholars, but a mere matter of 
sentiment.  
Mr Sinclair seconded the motion pro forma. It was a mere matter of sentiment  on Mr Lucas’s 
part. He congratulated Mr Henderson on the clear way in which he drew up the original 
advertisement. In that Miss Harding was described as Head-mistress- It was true that the united 
attendance at all the schools was given in the advertisement, but that was clearly given for the 
information-not merely of Mr Lucas but of all the other teachers. He (Mr Sinclair) disputed  the 
assertion that, Mr Henderson's propositions were within  the knowledge of the Board. It might 
have been so in Mr Macklin's time, but it was quite clear that the system of giving Mr. Lucas 
control over  the Girls' School never prevailed, except to a vague and shadowy extent. Miss 
Harding was not satisfied that there should be any control over her, and as for Mr Lucas not 
interfering ,with ,his subordinate , it was evident that he had not done so in Miss Harding's 
case, and that he was not entitled to the least credit in connection with the Girls' School. Mr 



Henderson's view's  on education were retrograde and worthy of the dark ages (Mr Ward When 
did they begin?). In girls' colleges and High Schools there will be no such thing as a 
headmaster, and in the present Instance Mr Lucas had no time even to attend to the Infant 
School—far less to the Girls' School. The Board ought to look forward to the  time when the 
schools would be separate, and when the headmaster would confine himself to hard work for 
his own department, and not be a peripatetic teacher, wandering from school to school. The 
fact was that Mr. Lucas was merely a cat's paw in this matter, and there was more behind it. He 
should oppose Mr. Henderson's motion with great pleasure.  
Mr Ward said, that no faith had been broken with Mr Lucas and the sole question to b« 
considered was the interest of the scholars. Mr. Lucas had never really anything to do with the 
Girls’ School, and Miss Harding had been a most effective teacher, .As for Mr Lucas teaching, 
music to the girls what had that to do with the matter? It was possible to have a music teacher, 
like afresh color to the rainbow, without having any control over the internal management of 
the school. With regard to the pupil teachers he thought it was probable they would be better 
under Miss Harding than under Mr Lucas, for the former had passed her children better than 
the latter. The experience of Catholic Convent School was that there was a distinction in the 
teaching  and training to be given to boys and girls, and that would  be just as sensible to teach 
blacksmiths and lawyers together as put a girls' school under a headmaster. Another question 
was what are the duties of the Committee, and what do they exist for?, What was there about 
any members of the Board that entitled them to manage the schools  better that the Committee 
The danger of encouraging  dissension and squabbles between the Boards and Committees was  
to play into the hands. of those schemers who wished the whole System to be vested in 
centralism. In this case the Committee had been elected by the people, and .unless they 'did 
something egregiously wrong they ought to be allowed to manage the schools. The Board 
would be exceedingly foolish to set their opinion against that of the Committed.  
Major Bailie quoted Inspector Hodgson’s report in favor of, grouping the schools under one 
head; When in doubt, the Board had always referred to their Inspector, and here they had his 
Opinion cut and dried. He should vote to keep the schools as they were, as the system had 
worked satisfactorily. .It would be a different thing altogether: if the Board could see its way to 
build new and separate schools but this they were riot in a position to do  
Mr Paul took the same view. He believed there was strong motive beneath the .surface if they 
could only get, to it, and he should support Mr. Henderson's  motion 
Mr Parker failed to see anything in Mr Henderson's remarks which showed separation to be 
undesirable. As a matter of fact Mr. Lucas could not possibly supervise the Girls' School, for 
he had hardly time to look after the Infant School. Mr Lucas had been congratulated in the 
papers upon the success of the Girls' School, but why this had been done except for political 
purposes,. he (Mr. Parker) could not tell. It was upon that, however, that Miss Harding, who 
had had all the trouble and work in the school very, naturally complained. As for the tuition of 
the pupil' teachers , Mr Henderson ought to know that this took place before and after school 
hours, and had nothing to do with the internal management. He considered .that the question 
before the Board was. one that the Committee should have had full power to deal with.  
Mr Hutcheson was inclined.to vote against Mr Lucas being Headmaster of all the schools; but 
,he would rather not vote at all,  
The Chairman said it was quite competent for Mr. Hutcheson not to vote on the question, 
Mr Ward said it might be competent but it would be very wrong. (Laughter.)  
The Chairman said he should rote for Mr Henderson's motion. Mr Lucas was clearly appointed 
Headmaster of all the schools, and they ought to be under one head until, by the erection of 
new buildings, a system of separation was possible. The sole reason why Mr Lucas had not 
exercised his authority over Miss Harding was that she is an excellent teacher, and no 
interference had been necessary. But there, should be one head so long as the schools are under 



one roof. The School Committee changed every year, and it was possible that the next 
committee .would take an opposite opinion to that of the present. The Board had also their 
Inspector’s  report before them, and should be guided by it;  
Mr Henderson replied upon the whole question 
The motion was put Ayes (4) The Chairman, Capt., Ballie, and Messrs Paul and Henderson. 
Noes (4) Messrs Sinclair, Parker, Hutcheson, and Ward.  
 The Chairman said that his duty was clearly to leave things as they are. He should. give his 
casting vote for the motion.  
Mr Henderson's resolution was therefore carried,  
Mr Sinclair who said that the Board ought to have another opportunity to discuss the matter, 
and hinted that it might end in another Reefton case, gave the following notice of motion .for 
the next meeting That the Blenheim School Committee be informed that this action in 
regarding Miss Harding as independent of Mr Lucas' control meets with the approval, of The 
Board  
The meeting then adjourned.  
4th June 1884 Civil, Service  Examination.— Of the 80 candidates who  went up in April last 
for the junior examination 44 passed and 36 failed. Not a single Blenheim candidate passed. Of 
the 21 who went up for the senior examination 8 passed and 13 failed. The only, successful 
Marlborough candidate was George Rutherford,, of Havelock,. Who was bottom of the list, and 
just passed by "the 'skin of his teeth;" He was educated at the Spring Grove School three years, 
Foxhill School .4 years, and Nelson College two years 
A special meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held at six o'clock yesterday   
evening. Present Messrs W Nosworthy (Chairman), Dodson, Pirani, Hustwick, Falconer, 
Purser, and Ching. The Committed discussed the proceedings of the Education Board in 
reference to the Lucas and Harding question at considerable length, the treatment of the 
Committee by the Board being very severely commented on. Ultimately it was unanimously 
resolved, on the motion of Mr Purser, That this Committee recognise Miss Harding as Head 
Mistress of the Girls' School, and request her to forward all communications pertaining to that 
department direct to the Committee as heretofore, It was also resolved, on the notion of Mr 
Dodson, That a copy of the above resolution be sent to Mr Lucas and Miss Harding 
4th June 1884 The. Blenheim .School Committee asked that the, roof  of Mr. ,Lucas’s house 
should be repaired 
16th June 1884 NIGHT SCHOOL A notice appears in another column that a night school is to 
be held in the Blenheim State.- School. This is much required as there are a number of lads  in 
all towns who have had to leave school at an early age, and are glad to avail themselves of the 
advantages offered by a night school. It will be conducted by Mr Mayhew, the newly appointed 
second master 
27th June 1884 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
School Committee was held last night. Present: Mr. Purser, Falconer, Pirani, Ching and 
Hustwick, In the absence of Mr. Nosworthy the chair was Taken by Mr. Purser. 
ATTENDANCE RETURNS. Miss Harding., wrote, stating that the average attendance  in the 
Girls’ department for June was 88 
Mr. J P Lucas forwarded his returns a follows Upper and Lower Boys 126 Upper and Lower 
Infants 149 Total 275 
REPAIRS. .Letter from Miss Harding asking the clock should be set right and the mapstand 
repaired. 
The chairman said the clock had been attended to. It was resolved that the mapstand should be 
attended to 



Mr. Lucas wrote stating that the windows in the porch needed repairing and protection by wire. 
Wo or three desks needed repairing and a few hat pegs were wanted 
The question of the porch windows was referred to the visiting Committee for a report and it 
was decided to attend to the other matter including a supply of four dozen hat pegs at once 
ASSISTANT MISTRESS  
Letter from Miss Maud Lucas assistant mistress asking that her salary  of  £66 might be 
increased by £10 and requesting the me to recommend to the Board to make this increase 
accordingly 
Mr. Piani moved as an amendment that the application be forwarded to the Board with a 
recommendation that an increase be granted 
NIGHT SCHOOL 
Mr. Mayhew second master wrote asking for three lamps for the night school he being 
responsible so that no injury was done to them by the pupils attending either the day or night 
school  
Mr Lucas wrote recommending the application 
After some discussion as to whether such an application should be granted as Mr Mayhew 
received the night school fees it was resolved that the chairman purchase three second hand 
lamps 
PUPIL TEACHER 
Mr. Lucas wrote again urging the need of an additional pupil teacher, the one weak point in the 
schools being the infant department. The schools being under officered he was unable to give 
that department proper supervision 
On the motion of Mr. Hustwick it was resolved that the chairman urge again upon the Board 
the need of an additional pupil teacher in the boys’ department and forward to the Boar a copy 
of Mr. Lucas remarks. In moving this, Mr. Hustwick said it was entirely owing to the persistent 
efforts of one member of the Board that the additional pupil teacher has not been granted 
HOLIDAYS 
Me Lucas wrote suggesting that the winter holidays should commence on the 4th proximo. 
Resolved: that the schools break up on the 4th and resume on the 21st 
OVERCROWDING 
Mr. Falconer gave in the report of the visiting committee for the past month, and spoke of the 
overcrowded state of the schools and the number of children apparently under school age 
Mr. Pirani also drew attention to the fact that girls over the age of 14 were still in Miss 
Harding’s school although by the act they were not allowed to attend without the consent of the 
committee 
The chairman said there were only three girls over 15 and they had not much to do with the 
overcrowding 
It was suggested that the teachers should exercise more care in seeing that children were not 
admitted under age 
MR. BURNHAM 
On the motion of Mr. Pirani the  following resolution was unanimously agreed to 
That the chairman send the following resolution to Mr. Burnham late 2nd master of the Borough 
Schools, their satisfaction at the excellent manner in which he performed his duties during his 
three years at the school and while regretting the loss of his services they wish him every 
success in his new sphere of action 
THE TEACHERS’ DISPUTE 
Mr. Hustwick asked if there were any correspondence to consider on the dispute between Mr. 
Lucas and Miss Harding 
The chairman said there was nothing fresh, and he presumed the matter would die a natural 
death 



1st July 1884 Letter from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee recommending that 
Miss Lucas' application, for an., increase of salary from £66 to £84 be acceded to. Also 
applying for an additional pupil teacher, and enclosing an extract from Mr Lucas's letter 
strongly advocating the necessity of this addition to the staff.  
Mr Henderson. pointed out that; the Blenheim Schools were earning £80 less now than they did 
[six months ago. No reason was given for increasing Miss Lucas' salary. He would also point 
out the unsatisfactory fact that the last report showed the percentage of passes to attendance in 
Marlborough to be amongst the lowest in the colony,  
Mr Parker said that he had been informed that there were boys in the school who were over. 16 
years of age, and who passed the 6th Standard two years ago, A good deal of Mr Lucas. time 
was devoted to these pupils.  
Mr Henderson said that the boys of that age ought not to be there without the Committee's 
consent the  Board: must assume that consent to have been granted.  
Mr Parker objected to such an idea being taken for granted. At the last Committee 'meeting 
mention was made of three girls over 15, but nothing was said about the. boys over that age. 
Major Baillie said that as children up to 16 were eligible for scholarships the consent of the 
Board must surely have been obtained.  
Mr Henderson feared there was something wrong about the Infant School , to which Mr Lucas 
complained that he was not able to give proper supervision. He (Mr Henderson} originally 
objected to so young a lady being appointed infant mistress, and the Board should not now 
countenance  the idea of Mr, Lucas devoting time to instructing either the Infant School or its 
teachers. He would point out also how few children went up from the Infant School for the 
First Standard, at the last examination, and he feared therefore that the infant mistress did not 
turn out her pupils in the way that was desirable. At any rate, Mr Lucas' time should be solely 
devoted to his own School' Mr Sinclair moved the appointment of a Committee consisting of 
Mr Henderson Mr Parker, and the mover, to examine, into the status of the schools with 
reference to the application oi the Committee for an additional pupil teacher, and with 
reference, also, to the cases of pupils over school age, and to the matters raised by Mr 
Henderson  
Mr Ward suggested that it was desirable to confer with the School Committee  and obtain full 
information from the teachers on the subject 
 Mr Sinclair said that that was his intention in moving the appointment of a committee of 
enquiry.  
The resolution was carried unanimously  
Mr Sinclair then' gave notice of motion for the next meeting that Miss Lucas' salary be 
increased to £81  
The Blenheim Committee again applied for two curtains to be put up in the girls' school, in 
order to properly divide the Standard work. The cost was stated to be £6 
. THE LUCAS-HARDING AFFAIR. Mr Sinclair, pursuant to notice, moved. That the 
Blenheim School Committee be informed that their action in regarding Miss Harding as 
independent of Mr Lucas' control, meats with the approval of.. this. Board. In .moving this, Mr 
Sinclair .said that any the Committee and the head teacher, in the interests of education was. to 
be deprecated; and this conflict had now been arrived at through the. motion carried at the last 
meeting  by the casting vote of the Chairman of the Board. The supporters of that motion 
having had a month to re-consider the matter, might, now be disposed, like wise men, to 
change their minds and carry the. present motion unanimously .Mr Sinclair then recapitulated 
the arguments in favor of' giving Miss Harding. Solo control of .the girls school, and said that 
the paragraph interpolated as an afterthought by Mr Hodgson into his report referred only to 
one case with which the Inspector was acquainted, and was not sufficient to .justify a system 
by which Mr Lucas would have even nominal control over Miss Harding 



Mr. Ward, seconded the' motion, and advocated it in the interests of peace and by way of 
putting an end to controversy.  
Mr Henderson opposed the motion, and pointed out that the change or conflict did not emanate 
from the  Board, but from the Committee He considered that Mr Sinclair's reference, to Mr 
Hodgson's interpolation as an afterthought was an ungenerous remark. Mr Hodgson’s opinion 
was strongly in favor of grouping schools under one head. The matter had been settled at the 
last; meeting, after a long debate, and as, a matter. of .good taste ought to have been left alone 
for a time, and until the Board had changed their opinion on the subject   
Mr Parker supported the motion, and hoped the matter would die out.  
Major .Baillie supposed that politics would be too hot for a question like that. Mr Hutcheson- 
supported the motion, and remarked that he should have thought Mr Lucas  would be glad to be 
quite of the whole subject by this time. 
The Chairman. said that the present motion merely traversed .that passed by his casting vote at 
the last meeting, and it. would.be his duty, to give that casting vote again on this occasion 
against Mr, Sinclair's proposal. That casting vote was rendered necessary by the absence of one 
member of the Board, He should. not attempt to anticipate what the Committee would do, but it 
was the duty of the Board to uphold  Mr Lucas in the position to which he was originally 
appointed.  
Mr Sinclair said that the Chairman. Could only justify his casting vote by saying that he wished 
to  leave things as they were.. But this was simply begging the whole question as to what was 
the position to which. Mr Lucas  and Miss Harding were originally appointed. Really he was 
never appointed Head-master and practically he had never acted in that capacity. He (Mr 
Sinclair) had observed Mr Henderson's conduct since November 1881, and should certainly 
decline to accept that gentleman of what was good taste. (Laughter.) He was quite justified in 
bringing Up this motion as the member of the Board-(Mr Dive), who was absent at the last 
meeting, might have, been present at this, and might have voted for it. As for the charge that 
the Inspector had interpolated a paragraph into his report with reference to this matter, it might 
be ungenerous bat the manuscript showed it to be true. All he (Mr Sinclair) could say was that, 
although the conflict between the Committee and Mr Lucas had not reached a very aggravated 
state at present it would be his duty if the Chairman's casting vote rejected the motion now 
before the Board to bring it up again at a future meeting.  
Mr Sinclair's motion was then put and, lost by the Chairman's casting vote— Ayes: Messrs 
Sinclair. Ward, Hutcheson, and Parker. Noes: Messrs Seymour, Paul, Henderson, and Baillie.  
4th July 1884 The Borough Schools broke up to-day for the mid-winter holidays. Very little 
instruction was given, the boys devoting a good portion of the morning to a paper hunt and the 
schools closing at half-past two o’clock this afternoon to enable, the head-master to attend the 
football match , in which he officiates as umpire.. 
28th July 1884 Resignation.— Miss Treadwell, Mistress of the Infant. Department of the 
Borough Schools, has resigned her appointment. The cause assigned is ill-health, and she 
wishes to be  relieved of her duties as quickly as possible. 
30th July 1884 Scholastic Troubles.— It seems to be the unhappy fate of the Blenheim schools 
to be never free from troubles. A head master stands on his dignity a head mistress asserts her 
rights this Board and the Committee come to loggerheads; an assistant master resigns because 
his “screw " isn't big enough a long interval elapses; before his successor^ arrives the schools 
are discovered to be overcrowded and the, teaching staff is found to be too small the head 
master's roof leaks, and the Board hasn't enough money to properly repair it the pupil teachers 
are overworked; the. playground. in wet weather resembles a dismal swamp, and bright to be 
navigated by canoes the head master agitates for  .curtains to divide the Girls' School, and can't 
get them the assistant teacher in the Girls ’_School shows symptoms of striking for more salary 
and last -of all, the teacher of the Infants' School resigns suddenly after enjoying a fortnight's 



holiday. All these troubles mix up into a pretty pickle, and the long suffering .public,. who have 
an uneasy feeling that the schools are not doing the good work that they ought to do, blame 
indiscriminately the Board, the Committee  and the Inspector. The. two educational bodies hold 
their monthly meetings within, the next, few days, and they 'will have quite enough on their 
hands, to last them for some time to come 
1st August 1884 BLENHEIM. SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last evening. Present— 
Messrs W. Nosworthy (Chairman), Dodson, Parser, Falconer, Ching, Pirani, and Hustwick . 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. A letter was read from Miss 
Treadwell, resigning her appointment as teacher in the Infant School, and .requesting that as 
her health had been very had of late, she might be relieved of her duties at the end of the 
month. She added  that she had sent a medical certificate to the Secretary of the Education 
Board, testifying to her inability to continue teaching.  
Letter from Mrs M. R. Robertson, of the Picton Borough School applying for the vacancy.  
On the motion of Mr Pirani the Visiting. Committee were empowered to make arrangements 
with Mr Lucas in reference to carrying. on the teaching in the Infant School, in the event of the 
Board relieving Miss Treadwell from the work. Carried unanimously. Mr Dodson moved that 
the Board be recommended to increase the salary of the Infant School mistress to £130, so as to 
secure a competent person for the position. It was the most important and the weakest 
department in the schools, and  £100 a year Had been quite insufficient to secure a proper 
teacher. Mr Falconer seconded the motion. Mr Purser supported it, and pointed out that it 
would be economical to the Board in the long run as pupils would be passed quicker into the 
higher schools. .Carried unanimously.  
Attendance Returns. Miss Harding wrote stating that the average attendance in the Girls' 
School for July was 98. During the present week the average had been 110, and the highest 
atone meeting: 119. 
Mr Lucas wrote stating that the average for the .past month in the Upper and lower Boys was 
127, and in the infants 152 
GRATUITY, .Mr Lucas wrote asking the Committee to take into consideration his request for 
an acknowledgment of Miss Stratford's work in the junior boys' room.  
Mr Pirani moved that the Board be recommended to grant Miss Stratford a gratuity of £5.  
Mr Purser, in. seconding the motion, said that the school, owing to Miss Stratford's zeal and 
abilities, did not suffer in the least. during the absence of a second master. Carried 
unanimously. CURTAINS. Mr J. T. Robinson, Secretary of the Education Board, wrote stating 
that the Board would pay £6 for curtains for the girls' school, and that a committee had been 
appointed to report on the appointment of another pupil teacher.  
OFFICIAL NEGLECT Mr Purser expressed surprise that as the grant of £6 was made at the 
last meeting of the Board, nearly a month ago, the curtains had not been procured. The 
Chairman explained that although Mr John Tucker Robinson's letter, containing an intimation 
of the grant, was dated the 7th of July, it was not received until the previous day, the 30th. Mr 
Dodson moved that the Board's attention be again drawn to the fact that a letter dated the 7th 
July, conveying a resolution of the Board passed at its last meeting, did not reach the School 
Committee until the 30th, although such letter dealt with a matter of considerable Importance 
to the schools. He (Mr Dodson) considered it too had that the Committee should be treated in 
this Way by officials who were paid to do the work. The motion was carried unanimously. 
STANDARD CERTIFICATES Mr Dobson enquired whose duty it was to see that certificates 
of having passed the standards were issued to the children. Complaints had been made that this 
had not been done; 



The Chairmen said that it was Mr Lacus’ duty, but he had neglected to issue these certificates 
in some instances. In one case a child had actually been back for a year through it: not having a 
certificate card.  
Mr Purser said that not one child in 20 had them 
The visiting committee was requested to draw Mr Lucas' attention to the matter.  
THE BOARD AND THE COMMITTEE. Mr Falconer drew attention to the manner in which 
.the Education Board had of late usurped the functions of the Blenheim Committee, and 
pointed out the apparent disposition of the Board to put the internal arrangements of the 
Blenheim Schools in charge of a sub-committee of their own body. The Board did not consider 
this step .necessary when dealing with Picton 'or other schools. He thought that even if the 
schools required the well cleaned out it would be necessary in future to ask the Board to 
appoint a committee to report on. the subject. He would not conclude with a motion, but would 
content himself with pointing out what the actions of the Board was tending to. 
Considerable, conversational discussion took place on the matter, the other members of the 
Committee expressing sympathy with Mr. Falconer's views. It was generally agreed that it was 
impossible to define under the Act where the Boards duties ended and the Committee's began, 
and that whenever the Act was amended at all, the Boards would either have: their status better 
defined, or be abolished altogether. 
No action was taken on the matter.  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment Fairweather (grate Etc. for 
girls' school) £3 11s 6d, Dodson stationery £1 5s 3d, Falconer repairing blinds 8s 6d, Penny 
and Hegman (stationery),£2.12. 6d 
. The Committee then adjourned.  
1st August 1884 School Teachers.— ln discussing the resignation of Miss Ti sad well last night, 
the School Committee were unanimously of opinion that it was a mistake to appoint an 
inexperienced, youthful, and uncertificated toucher to such an important position as mistress of 
a large Infant School, and it was agreed to ask the Board to increase the salary from £100 to 
£150 so as to secure a proper person for the post. It is to be hoped that the Board will, for once, 
cheerfully fall in with the views of the Committee. The Blenheim Borough Schools are too 
large and Important to be officered by underpaid or uncertificated teachers. With the very great 
amount of leisure time at the disposal of the teachers, and with the opportunities for study 
afforded them, the Board will be doing an injustice to the taxpayers, and to the scholastic 
profession as whole, if they continue to employ persons, of either sex, who neglect or refuse to 
sit for their certificates within a reasonable time. With regard to positions such as that of an 
infant mistress or an assistant in a large town school the Board should permit no exceptions to 
that rule. 
2nd August 1884 Miss Treadwell, late Infant Mistress of the Borough Schools, left for 
Wellington yesterday in the Waihi. It must he. fully two months before the Education Board 
can procure a suitable person as her successor, and the burden of carrying on the large Infant 
School in the meantime will presumably fall upon the pupil teachers, under Mr Lucas' 
immediate supervision. 
5th August 1884 EXTENSION- OP TIME. Mr Sinclair reported that the sub-committee 
appointed to enquire into the necessity for an extra pupil teacher at the Blenheim Borough 
Schools had not been able to meet, owing partly to the illness of Mr Henderson, and partly to 
the absence of Mr Parker. He would ask, therefore; for an extension of time for the report until 
the next meeting, which would probably be held in a fortnight. Extension granted.  
INFANT MISTRESS, Miss Treadwell wrote resigning her appointment as infant mistress at 
the  Borough Schools, on the ground of a break up of her health. Mr W. Nosworthy, chairman 
of the  Blenheim School Committee, wrote stating that the Committee had authorised Mr 
Luca» to employ Master Charles Simpson as pupil teacher, which, together with the removal of 



Mr McCallum into Mr Lucas' room, would enable the infant school to be carried on until the 
appointment of a mistress in succession to Miss Treadwell.  
Mr Nosworthy wrote also, requesting that the Board should offer a salary of £130 for an Infant 
Mistress, so as to secure the appointment of a proper person.  
Mr Sinclair moved the motion having been declared urgent, be as to comply with the Standing 
Orders that applications be  invited for an Infant Mistress, at a salary of £130 per annum, and 
that the Board meet in a fortnight to consider the application's. 
Mr Parker seconded the motion,  
Mr Henderson opposed the motion on the ground that the School Committee had not fully 
considered the matter that £100 per annum was the rate paid for an Infant Mistress even in 
districts where the highest salaries were paid that the income of the Board already did not meet 
its expenditure and that, as the attendance at the Blenheim Schools was not increasing, 
although there had been an increase in the number and salaries of the teachers, it was necessary 
to be economical. He moved as an amendment That the salary mentioned in the advertisement 
be £100. – 
The amendment for £100 was put and carried— Ayes (5), Messrs Seymour, Hutcheson, 
Henderson, Paul, Dive; noes 3 Messrs Sinclair-, Parker,  and Baillie. The amendment was 
seconded by Mr Hutcheson, who said that he would not object to an increase of salary if the 
Board only had the funds. It might be as well in this case, as in that of the second master, to fix 
the salary at the lower rate, and increase it afterwards if the Board was in funds and the teacher 
gave satisfaction.  
The Chairman agreed with the amendment. He felt that unless they got from Parliament a much 
greater sum .than they :had any right to anticipate they would find themselves in a serious, 
difficulty. ;He would rather, therefore, as their financial position was somewhat critical see the 
salary commence at £100  
Mr Sinclair, in replying, controverted Mr Henderson's figures as to salaries paid.in other 
districts and shewed that £130 would not be too high a salary even, on that basis.  
Before the motion was put Mr Henderson urged that the applicants should stats their ages, as it 
was most undesirable that a teacher should be appointed whose age was less than that of some 
of the pupil teachers.  
The motion in favour of calling for applications at £100,, applicants to state ages, and the 
Board to adjourn, for a fortnight to consider them, was put and carried unanimously.  
On the motion of -Mr Sinclair, seconded by Major Bailli.it was unanimously resolved That the 
Board accept Miss Treadwell's resignation, and express their satisfaction at the highly, efficient 
manner in .which she had performed her duties;  
GRATUITY Mr Nosworthy .also WROTE on behalf of the Blenheim Committee, requesting 
the Board to acknowledge Miss Stratford's extra services in the Lower Boy's School, during the 
absence of a second master, by granting her a gratuity of £5  
The Board unanimously adopted the suggestion, and voted £5.  
COMPLAINT. Letter received from Mr Nosworthy, chairman Blenheim School Committee, 
complaining of the neglect and delay on the part of the Secretary to Board in forwarding 
correspondence. Mr Henderson said that he presumed this letter required no discussion, as the 
secretary would no doubt attend to it. Mr Robinson said that he would do so for the future.  
6th August 1884 The Board and the Blenheim Schools.— The Education Board can do a 
graceful and proper thing occasionally. witness the grant of £5 which they made yesterday to 
Miss Stratford, at the request of the School Committee, a grant which that young lady has 
thoroughly well-earned and deserved. The Board has granted Miss Lucas an increase of salary, 
though not without hesitation, the  applicant lining uncertificated, and the finances being low. 
But when -they came to consider the request of the Committee, that the salary of the Mistress 
should be .raised from £100 to £130, the tone of the Board altered considerably. Messrs 



Henderson' and Seymour, whoso opposition to the' wishes of the Committee is persistent and 
invariable, “sat upon"  the application, and persuaded the Board, to adhere, to the old salary of 
£100. We hope Messrs Henderson and Seymour will set themselves to work and find an 
experienced certificated .teacher who will be willing to come to Blenheim for the money. Mr; 
Henderson  made a. great point of the attendance at the Infant School being on a decrease. He 
said the attendance  for the last month was. 152, and. that in 1882 with a smaller staff, the 
attendance was 167. Mr Henderson did not mention that holiday times during the last month 
greatly weakened the average, nor did he inform the Board that the attendance in the Infant 
School during the last few days has reached 180. The labor thrown upon the pupil teachers, in 
the Infant School is great ,. Especially as the numbers bid fair to reach 200 before very long; 
and it is perfectly evident that the suggestion of the Committee was a reasonable one, and 
ought to have been acceded 
16th August 1884 A meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. Present— 
Messrs Nosworthy (chairman), Parser, Pirani, Falconer, and Clung. The minutes of. the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed. Owing to the unavoidable delay fa the arrival of 
the northern mail, which might bring applications for the vacant post of infant mistress, it was 
deemed undesirable to open the applications already received, and on the motion of Mr 
Falconer, the meeting was adjourned until Monday evening at 7 o’clock 
19th August 1884 A letter was read from Mr Nosworthy, Chairman of the Blenheim School 
Committee, stating that they had considered the applications for the infant mistressship, and 
recommended the names of Miss Mary H. Crawford of Oamaru, and Miss Janet Duncan Mill 
of Dunedin. Both ladies forwarded high testimonials with their applications. Each was stated to 
be about 21 yews of age. Mr Parker said that  if Mr Henderson had been present he would no 
doubt have objected. to such young persons being appointed.  
Mr Ward thought that as the Committee had, arrived at a conclusion— though how they had 
done so he did not know— they ought to be allowed to have their fling.  
Mr Sinclair said that as both candidates had passed for E certificates, and both were about the 
same age, there was not much difference between them. Miss Mill had been studying in the 
Normal school for a year for her D, and Miss Crawford might also have done so privately. Both 
had had experience in infant teaching. In order to test the matter he moved that Miss Crawford 
be appointed. Mr Parker seconded the motion. Carried unanimously. 
Mr Sinclair brought up the following report of the Committee (Messrs Henderson, Parker, and 
himself) appointed to enquire into the necessity for an additional pupil teacher at the Borough 
Schools Your Committee begs to report that it has visited, the Blenheim Borough Schools and 
interviewed the head master and other teachers, and conferred with the School Committee. It, 
appears that the head master has at present no opportunity of supervising the Lower-Boys' and 
Infants' Schools, because there is no one whom he can leave in charge of his own room while 
absent' visiting the other branches referred to., The  headmaster also pointed out to your 
Committee the fact that in the Infant School another pupil teacher is required, in order that the 
school may be more evenly divided. It is proposed to place the additional pupil teacher (if 
appointed) in the Infants' School, and also to place him in charge of the head master's room 
whenever the latter requires to make his supervising visits. For these reasons your Committee 
is of opinion (Mr Henderson absenting) that a mala pupil teacher should be appointed..' Your 
Committee would point out that there is at present no male pupil teacher in the Borough 
School, although Mr Charles Simpson is temporarily acting  as a pupil teacher, pending the 
appointment of the mistress of the Infants' School. Your Committee is of opinion that itis 
highly, desirable that there should be at, least' one male pupil teacher in the school, to take the 
place of the third master whenever a vacancy occurs, as it  appears to your Committee that the 
duties performed by the third master could be as efficiently, and .certainly more economically 
performed by a pupil teacher. In making this statement, your Committee has no intention of  



reflecting in the slightest degree upon the present third master, but is merely .dealing with the 
system which at present obtains in the Borough Schools. The second and third standards should 
be well within the functions of a pupil teacher. Your Committee finds that there are eight-boys 
over. school age in Mr Lucas' room. Four of them have not passed the Sixth Standard— of the 
other four two are waiting for the Nelson Scholarship Examination. None of those .boys 
receive any extra tuition during school, hours from .the head master, and their presence in the 
school in no way occupies his time more than it otherwise would be occupied. Your Committee 
is therefore of opinion that no ground of complaint exists with regard to these boys, attending 
the school.  
Mr Sinclair in moving the adoption of the report explained that Mr Henderson, although away 
from Blenheim, wished to have his dissent from the report placed on record. His opinion was 
that instead of ten, nine teachers, judged by experience in Canterbury, would be sufficient for 
the Borough Schools, though he admitted that elsewhere in the Colony eleven teachers were 
required for the same number of children. With regard to the allegation that there were children 
over fifteen years of age in the Schools who unduly occupied the Head Teacher’s time and 
attention the Committee found that the scholars ii question were still engaged in 6th Standard  
work, and that Mr Lucas' time was not. unduly occupied by them. Some of  them had not 
passed the 6th Standard and were in a sense, entitled to attend  the school.  
Mr Parker seconded the adoption of the report, but pointed out that the complaint outside was 
that lads over 15 were studying in the school for the Scholarship, and therefore having an 
undue advantage over others, the head master's time being taken up in teaching them. The 
Committee found, however, that this was not so 
 Some discussion took place as to the  best way of appointing the male pupil teacher, and it was 
agreed not to appoint le him at the present small meeting, but to in call for applications. It was 
stated that 10 Master Charles Simpson was the one boy who had passed the preliminary 
examination. 
29th August 1884 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the Blenheim 'School Committee was held last  might. Present: Messrs 
Nosworthy (chairman) Purser, Falconer, Pirani, and Hustwick. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed.  
ATTENDANCE RETURNS The following monthly attendance returns were received Mr 
Lucas, Upper and Lower Boys 125, Infants 168, total 293. 
Miss Harding, Girls 96.4 
FORMS OF NOTICE. Mr Lucas wrote asking for a few more hundred forms of notice of 
irregular attendance to be sent to parents. Some surprise was expressed that the large, number 
supplied had been so quickly exhausted, but on the motion- of Mr Purser, seconded by Mr 
Pirani, it was resolved to have 1000 more forms printed.  
2nd September 1884 MISS TREADWELL. Letter from Miss Treadwell stating that her health 
was sufficiently established to enable her to go up for her certificate examination, and asking 
the Board to grant her £40 a year to enable her to pursue her studies at the Normal School, 
Wellington. The Board, which heard Miss Treadwell's letter with a good deal of amusement, 
was unable to accede to the request. even if they had the power to make a grant of the kind 
applied for, it must of coarse be to one of their own teachers. 
3rd October 1884 Infant School — Everybody interested in education in Blenheim will be glad 
to note that, notwithstanding the bad weather of late, the average attendance in the infant 
department has steadily increased during the last two months. It now stands at 177, and with 
the approach of summer 1 and the  arrival of the  new infant mistress, our original prediction of 
200 has a fair chance of being verified. 
Although Mr Pirani has left Blenheim  mid gone to permanently reside-elsewhere, he omitted 
to tender his resignation of his seat on the School Committee. The Act makes no provision far. 



vacating a seat by reason of non-attendance, and the result is that, unless Mr Pirani resigns, .the 
Committee will be a man short until the annual meeting of householders in January next. In 
the- event of a resignation :the Committee has power by resolution to' fill up the  vacancy. 
3rd October 1884 SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The usual monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee took place last night Present 
Messrs Nosworthy (Chairman), Purser, Ching, and Falconer  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed  
DRAINAGE 
Mr John Kennedy; Inspector of Nuisances wrote calling attention to the nuisance caused by the 
closets and  recommending filling up the holes, and .the substitution of galvanised iron boxes 
similar to those which he caused to be done some time ago at the Roman Catholic Station  
The Chairman, apprehended that it was for the Board to do the work and for the Committee. to 
keep them clean afterwards. He moved that application be made to the Board to get the work 
done. Agreed to 
 VACANCY ON THE BOARD.  
A circular was received from the Education Board, stating there  was a vacancy by the 
resignation of Mr. W. E, Dive, and .requesting the Committee to transmit .the name of a person 
qualified to fill such vacancy;. The Chairman explained that, in the absence of  a written 
consent to be nominated, the Committee could not propose the name of any candidate.  
Mr Falconer regretted that this was so, as had come to the meeting intending. To oppose the 
nomination of any of the black cloth.  
OVER AGE 
Mr A. McCallum wrote requesting permission for his son John to attend school until the end of 
the year, he having attained the age of 15. 
 Mr Lucas wrote stating that he had been requested by the parents of Percy Clark and David 
Fraser both over 15 to ask permission for them to remain at school. Mr. Lucas added that, with 
the exception. of the three boys named, all. others over 15 had left during the present month. 
On the motion of Mr Purser, the required permissions were granted.  
DRAWING CLASS.  
Mr Lucas forwarded on a letter from Mr Charles Ogilvie, of Picton, asking .for the use of one 
of the  schoolrooms for a drawing ,class on Saturday mornings;  
On the motion of Mr Falconer, the. request was granted. . 
RETURNS  
Mr Lucas’ return of the average attendance for the month was as follows Upper and Lower 
Boys 127, Infants 177, total 304,  
His return of the register of pupil teachers for the quarter ending September 30th and excluding 
the two hours instruction given on Saturdays, were as follows Miss Wrigley 55. Miss ;Bary 55, 
Miss Stratford-54; Miss  Linton 54 Mr Charles Simpson 22.  
INFANT DEPARTMENT  
Mr Lucas wrote as follows A period of nearly nine weeks has now elapsed ,since Miss 
Treadwell left the  schools, and during that time the pupil teachers with much energy and 
ability, have managed the Infant- Department most successfully. An average of 171 has been 
maintained during the two month There has been no expression of dissatisfaction from anyone 
and considerable overtime has been given, owing to the increased labour. Therefore, as the 
work done is of the utmost importance to the schools, I would  ask the Committee to kindly 
recommend to the Board that the money saved by the energies of the pupil teachers—viz Miss 
Wrigley, Miss Bary, and Miss Stratford in their management of the Infant Department during 
the absence of the infant mistress.be equally divided amongst them. I hope the Committee will 
not think I wish to make a practice of' applying for rewards for my staff in cases where. extra 
work is required; As I am averse to it upon principle; neither do my pupil teachers -know that I 



am applying for it; But as.it. is an excellent and deserving case I trust the Committee will 
recommend it. 
On the motion of Mr Ching. it was resolved that the Board be requested to ,divide between the 
three pupil, teachers the saving caused by there being no infant teacher. 
It was stated that the amount in question; 9 weeks, was £17 6s.  
VISITING COMMITTEE. 
 Mr Falconer, on behalf, of Mr. Pirani and himself, gave in the Report of the Voting 
Committee. They made special enquiries as to the writing department, and, from information 
obtained, could not see how to better it. The Board insisted upon a certain number of subjects 
being "taught, and, if more time were given to writing some of those subjects must be robbed. 
They were particularly pleased with the girls' school and with the discipline, cleanliness and 
good order that prevailed in Mr Mayhew's department. There had been a great improvement 
since he took it over.. Everything in the infant School was  in good working order. Messrs 
Purser and Ching were appointed visitors for the ensuing month.  
WRITING. Mr Purser again brought this subject forward; He said that in his opinion and-he 
was borne out by the  Inspector's Report, the writing of the higher classes was the weak point 
of the schools. Including dictation, the time given for writing in the Fifth and Sixth standards 
was 5 ½ hours per week without dictation  only 2 ½ . Arithmetic had 6 ¼  hours, and a portion 
of the latter might be given to writing: No time, was given for  writing in the Fourth Standard 
He moved that the Head Master be requested to rearrange the time table so as to take two hours 
from arithmetic and give them to writing 
Mr. Ching thought arithmetic of more importance than writing 
 Mr. Purser considered very little of the , arithmetic taught in schools was. any good afterwards 
in commercial life; while q good handwriting was of the utmost importance 
The Chairman thought that, all home lessons must be considered as writing lessons, and that 
dictation and composition must be also so regarded. He would like to see a fuller meeting of 
the Committee to discuss such an important subject. 
Mr Purser had no objection to his motion standing over. 
 8th October 1884 Permission having been obtained from the School Committee Mr Ogilvie -
opens his Drawing Class in the Borough School on Saturday morning next, at half put 10 
o'clock. The class will be continued every week, the terms being a guinea a quarter. A goodly 
number will doubtless avail themselves of the chance 
18th December 1884 Borough Schools. These schools broke up this afternoon for the Christmas 
holidays, many of the teachers leaving by to-day's steamers on a trip to other parts of the 
colony. School will be resumed on Monday, the 19th January. Our Blenheim teachers, from the 
Head Master downwards, have had six months of almost continuous hard work, performed 
with efficiency and satisfaction to everybody concerned. The best wishes of parents and 
children will, therefore, accompany Mr Lucas, Miss Harding, and their respective subordinates. 

1885 
1885 52 Blenheim Senior Boys Lucas John P 

 
Head Master  £    300.00  

1885 88 Blenheim Girls Harding Mary 
 

Head Female  £    162.00  

1885 95 Blenheim Junior Boys Mayhew Frederick 
 

Assistant Master  £    162.00  

1885 174 Blenheim  Infants  Crawford Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £    100.00  

1885 95 Blenheim Junior Boys McCallum Robert 
 

Assistant Master  £       90.00  

1885 88 Blenheim Girls Lucas Maude 
 

Assistant Female  £       84.00  

1885 174 Blenheim  Infants  Bary Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1885 174 Blenheim  Infants  Stratford Edythe 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1885 174 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       40.00  



1885 174 Blenheim  Infants  Simson Charles 
 

Male Probationer  £       30.00  

1885 88 Blenheim Girls Linton Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

Mary Bary was born in Renwick in 1867 to Gustav Bary, a Swedish storekeeper and 
merchant and Sarah Blaymires.  
Mary began her teaching career in 1881 as a pupil teacher at Blenheim Borough School. 
By age 19 she had already partially earned her D certificate, a feat many in their 30's had 
yet to accomplish. She would complete this by 21. She rose to assistant mistress before, in 
1888, being appointed Head Mistress of Charleston Girls’.  
The following year she married the Charlestown Boys’ head teacher, Richard Egbert 
Dowling  and the two left Charleston in 1893, Richard having been appointed 1st assistant 
at Central School in New Plymouth. Mary would also receive an appointment to the 
school the following year as 4th assistant. Richard would be appointed Headmaster of 
Reefton in 1895, having left his job at Central School, but the board would cancel his 
appointment after complaints. He instead went to a small school in Taranaki, Rowan Road 
School. It appears around this time the couple separated, as Mary retained employment in 
New Plymouth. Richard would next be appointed to Bird Road in 1898. In 1901 Richard 
would move up to Great Barrier Island to take employment as a relieving teacher and 
administrator. Mary would become head female at West Infants School, in New Plymouth. 
In April 1902, whilst at Port Fitzroy, Richard slashed his own throat, committing suicide. 
He left a note which said:  
"Dear Mary, —I can't stand it any longer. Am mad, and have been for some time. I'm 
sorry for you and the children." 
Obviously his mental health had degraded and may have been the reason for his separation 
from Mary. He left Mary to care for 3 children on her own, it appears she was unable to 
cope and her brother Edward arrived at the school to assist her, he being a teacher as well. 
She remained here until 1918 when she appears to have retired. She probably died in 
1952. 
 
She had three children: Maude Compere who married an Anglican clergyman, Frederick 
Cranshaw, despite being Presbyterian. She obviously worked on him as he converted to 
become a Baptist! She died in 1970 
Mary Francesca Compere appears to have inherited her mother’s intellect, she received a 
scholarship to Victoria University, graduating as a medical doctor quite a feat for a woman 
in the 1910's. Sadly she would not have a long career, she was a victim of the 1918 flu 
epidemic and died aged just 26, one of 14 doctors to pass away during the epidemic. 
Richard Egbert Compere worked as a chemist in New Plymouth before being called up to the 
Ambulance Corp. He saw service across the Mediterranean before being invalided home with 
(probably) Shell Shock in 1917. He emigrated to Australia after the war and died there in 1979  
Researched by Grandson Sam. 
13th January 1885 Blenheim School Committee.— The usual monthly meeting of the 
Committee took place last night. Present Messrs Nosworthy (chairman). Falconer, Ching, 
Hustwick, Purser, and Dodson.— The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed.—  
The Chairman reported that he had made temporary arrangements with Mr Simmons to 
continue as caretaker until the new committee was elected.— Return received from Mr Lucas 
showing attendance of pupil teacher at classes of instruction for the quarter ending 30 Dec. 
follows Miss Bary 59, Misses Stratford, Wrigley, and Linton 56 each, Charles Simson 60. On 
the motion of Mr Falconer, seconded by Mr Ching, Mr Wm, Gillespie was Appointed auditor 
of the Committee's accounts, at a remuneration of one guinea.—  



The following accounts were passed for payment F. Craig £I 15s (to be sent on the Board to be 
refunded), S. Clinch 19s  6d, Simmons, £9 12s, and Lees 14s.— Written consents to the 
nominated as candidates for the three vacancies on the Education Board were received from Mr 
J. M. Hutoheson, Mr W. B. Parker, and Mr Thomas Horton.— On the motion of Mr Falconer, 
seconded by Mr Dodson, it was resolved that the names of Messrs Hutoheson and Horton be 
forwarded to the Board as candidates.— Au amendment moved by Mr Ching in favor of 
Messrs Hutoheson  and Parker, was lost, the toting being Hutcheson 5, Horton 4, and Parker 
I.— On the motion of Mr Ching it was resolved that a sub-Committee consisting of the 
Chairman and Messrs Falconer and Purser be appointed to draw up the Annual Report for the 
meeting of householder on the 20th instant.— 
24th January 1885 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The School Committee met on Friday evening, the 23rd inst. Present Messrs Nosworthy 
(Chairman), Hustwick, Purser, Falconer, and Ching. The Subcommittee (Messrs Falconer, 
Purser- and Nosworthy) brought up the following draft Report 41 Your Committee in 
presenting their annual report, are glad to state that their duties for the past year have bean of a 
light nature. This arises from the harmony with which the several departments have worked 
together. Your Committee have met upon nineteen occasions, being twelve monthly meetings 
and seven adjourned or special meetings. In November last Mr Pirani resigned his seat owing 
to his having left the district- Your Committee, having in view the near approach of the annual 
meeting, did not deem it necessary to fill the vacancy. During the present year three changes 
have taken place in the teaching staff, viz., Miss Treadwell, Mr Burnham, and Mr Bary have 
resigned their appointments While the foregoing teachers were very efficient in their duties, 
your Committee are glad to say that in their opinion the schools have not suffered by the 
change. Your committee regret that, although the population of Blenheim is rapidly increasing, 
the attendance at the schools is rather lower than in 1883. This deficiency we attribute partly to 
a period of sickness, and in some cases to the laxity of parents in sending their children 
regularly to school. Your Committee cannot too strongly urge upon parents the necessity of 
availing themselves of the privileges offered in the Education Act. Your Committee are glad to 
say that they still find much benefit arising from the establishment of the Visiting Committee. 
Amongst other advantages the members- find this a good medium of gaining such information 
as to the general working  of the schools that otherwise might be lost, During the last session of 
Parliament Mr Steward again brought up his Bill for abolishing the cumulative voting at 
householders' meetings, but although it passed the House By a very narrow majority the 
Council rejected it, and in all probability this will be the last we shall bear of it.  
Mr Hodgson inspected the schools in March last, and it is satisfactory to notice that his report 
bore testimony to the good work that had been done during the previous year. Your Committee 
have again to express regret that, the Education Board have not been able to increase the 
accommodation in the upper and lower infants rooms. These apartments are uncomfortably 
crowded, and from the fact that it often happens two classes are being taught at the same time, 
the attention of the scholars is much distracted, and the loss of attention to their, lesson is 
considerable, and we somewhat 'attribute the unfavorable report of the Inspector of this 
department to the above report. "It is satisfactory to notice that, although the calla on your 
committee for repairs have been, heavy daring the last year, we have, with due economy, been 
able to meet all demands, and we leave office with a credit balance." Balance Sheet.  
receipts.  
To balance on 1st Jan., 1884  £20,4.  
Receipts from Education Board- Grants, ordinary purposes £136 6 6  
Grants,  special purposes £4.19 6  
Total £161 10 4  



Expenditure 
By cleaning school  £58 15 2  
Fuel £17.11 0  
Repairs £23 6 9 E 
Expenditure, special grants Board £2 15 0 
Advertising £1 18 0  
Stationery £18 16 2  
Gymnasium £20 14 0  
Audit, 1884-85 £2 2 0  
Gravel £4 17 O 
Balance £10 15 3  
Total £161 10 4  
After some discussion on  the phraseology of the report, and the propriety of its reference to 
the, retiring teachers and the cumulative vote, it was adopted, and ordered to be submitted to 
the house- holders on Monday evening next. Upon the request of the Committee of the Church, 
of the Nativity Sunday School a half day's holiday was granted to the Borough Schools on 
Tuesday afternoon next, to enable the children to attend the annual field day." .On the motion  
of Mr Hustwick, seconded by Mr Purser, a cordial vote of thanks-Was awarded to Mr Wm 
Nosworthy for his services as Chairman and Secretary during the past year. The Committee 
then adjourned.  
27th January 1885 An Interesting  Election.— It was three years last night since a contested 
School Committee Election took place in Blenheim, and the fight yesterday was keen. Two of 
the retiring Committee declined to stand again and two of those who did stand were defeated. 
The new Committee consists of two of the former members, and five new men. 103 
householders voted, and recorded 669 votes. There was only one informal paper. 
It may be found interesting to record the attendance roll of the retiring Blenheim School 
Committee, which is as follows Out of 19 meetings, Messrs Purser, Falconer, and Nosworthy 
each attended 18, Mr Hustwick 17, Mr Ching 16, Mr Pirani 14, and Mr Dodson 8. We trust  the 
new Committee will make it their business to attend as regularly. 
School Committee,— Subsequent to the meeting of householders last night the newly elected 
Committee held a meeting, as provided by statute, for the election of chairman. Present Messrs 
Mr. Robinson (who was voted temporarily to the chair), Terry, Birch, Healy, Ching, and 
Nosworthy. On the motion of Mr. Ching, seconded by Mr Birch, the office of chairman was 
conferred on Mr Terry. An amendment in favor of Mr Nosworthy (who had previously 
declined to act) was moved by Mr Healy, but met with no seconder. Mr Terry acknowledged 
the appointment, which he considered was the greatest honor conferred on him since he had 
been in Blenheim. It was resolved that the monthly meetings be held on the Thursday prior to 
the Education Board meetings as heretofore. The Committee then adjourned. 
27th January 1885 BLENHEIM. The Committee, and the election of a fresh Committee, took 
place last night in the Lower Boys' Schoolroom. About 60 were present. On the motion of Mr 
William Nosworthy, seconded by Mr Purser, His Worship the Mayor was voted to the chair. 
The Chairman read the clauses of the Education Act, and the advertisement convening the 
meeting.  
Mr Purser, one of the retiring Committee, read the Annual Report and Balance Sheet as already 
published. He moved their adoption.  
Mr Falconer seconded the motion.  
Mr James T. Robinson could not agree with the Committee that the schools had sustained no 
loss by the departure of the old Teachers. He thought the Boys' School had suffered, loss by Mr 
Burnham leaving.  



Mr Henry Jellyman was of the same opinion. The children disliked Mr Burnham's successor, 
and it was difficult to get them to attend. There was evidently something lacking.  
Mr Renfrew complained of the children's clothes being torn, and slates disfigured by names 
being written on them. The Visiting Committee ought to have attended to this.  
Mr Purser reminded Mr Renfrew that the Visiting Committee could not inspect the schools at 
all times. Parents should put their complaints into writing, and the Committee would make 
searching enquiry. All teachers were not so gifted as Mr Burnham, who could be familiar with 
the boys without their encroaching on it  
Mr Channing advocated the appointment of a Truant Inspector. A working man could not lose 
time to see that his children attended school. The Police might be asked to do something.  
Mr Renfrew asked what was. the falling off in attendance  
The Chairman said that .there were 20 less at the end of 1884 than at the end of 1883.  
Mr Dodson said it was no part of the police duty to look after truant children. The Committee' 
Had Nothing to do with Mr Barnham leaving, and his place had not' yet been filled, and would 
be difficult to fill The Board acted unwisely in not increasing his salary,, and causing him< to 
look round for something else. No Visiting Committee could totally prevent tearing of clothes 
or scribbling oh slates in a large school.  
Mr Renfrew said these things happened in the Infant School.  
Mr Dodson said there' were 200 in that school.  
Mr Renfrew considered it was the Committee's duty to see that the Infant School staff were Hot 
overworked. The Infants should not be taught mischief.  
Mr Earll thought the. clothes were more likely to be torn going home and coming than at 
School. He agreed with Mr Charming that the Committee should see that the Compulsory 
clauses were better carried out. There were a number of children who attended no school, and, 
the parents ought to be compelled to send them.  
The Chairman regretted that with the increased population of Blenheim the attendance at 
school had not increased. As to the overcrowding of the Infant School,, he suggested the 
formation of another school for younger children in the Manae Road, where a dense 
neighborhood was springing up.  
The Report and Balance Sheet were unanimously adopted.  
The following were nominated as Committeemen for the ensuing year Mr Dodson said it was 
not his intention to offer himself again. He had been on the Committee 4 years, and, for that 
reason and others, intended to retire. For the good work they had done on the Committee he 
begged to nominate Messrs William Nosworthy, E. Purser, W. Falconer, and W. Ching and in 
his own place, he would nominate Mr M. Healy.  
Mr Falconer seconded this.  
Mr Channing nominated Mr W. T. Terry and Mr James T. Robinson.  
Mr Renfrew seconded Mr. Robinson; and Mr Dodson seconded Mr Terry. Mr James T. 
Robinson nominated and Mr. Enoch Maddock seconded Mr R W Parker.  
Mr Lipscombe. proposed, and Mr G. D. Mason seconded Mr F. Birch.  
Mr Hustwick nominated Mr Winter. 
Mr Winter doubted if he were duly qualified under the Act. But, even if he were, he held the 
opinion that a newspaper man could serve the Cause of education and maintain his 
independence better by not belonging to a body like a School Committee.  
It was decided to close the poll, nine candidates having been proposed, at half -past 10 o'clock. 
After some further conversation the meeting adjourned until 8.50 for the preparation of the 
ballot papers.  
Messrs James Robinson and Terry appointed Mr G. S. Budge as their scrutineer and Mr. 
Nosworthy appointed Mr Gillespie.  
The Chairman acted, as  Returning Officer, assisted by Mr Winter as poll clerk. 



 The ballot was taken, and resulted as follows  
Terry 120 
Robinson 99  
Birch 94  
Healy 93  
Ching 66  
Nosworthy 57 
 Parker 52 
 Purser 46  
Falconer 43  
The first seven gentlemen' were duly elected. Mr Terry returned thanks for being placed at the 
head of the poll. He had .formerly been a member of the committee for three years; and he 
believed he has. preserved, his independence. A newspaper, man could be as independent as a 
tinker.  
Messrs :Robinson, Healy, Birch, Ching, and Nosworthy also responded. A vote of thanks to the 
Mayor for presiding concluded the meeting.  
It is due to Mr Wm. Nosworthy the late Chairman, to  acknowledge the admirable manner in 
which all the detailed arrangements connected with the meeting and the  polling were carried 
out 
30th January 1885 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the School Committee took place last night. Present— Messrs Terry 
(Chairman), Nosworthy, Healy, Robinson, Parker, and Birch.  
ATTENDANCE. Mr Lucas wrote reporting that the average attendance in the Upper and 
Lower Boys for the past month had been 100, and Infants 153. There had been a great falling 
off during the last 3 days, and the numbers present on Wednesday were only 143 Infants and 
90 Upper and Lower Boys. The sickness throughout the district was producing a marked effect 
upon the attendance. 15 families declined to send their children to school until the diphtheria 
scare was ever. Miss Harding wrote reporting the attendance in the girls school to be 90. 
REPAIRS. Mr Lucas wrote asking for the long wanted repairs to be carried out at the Teacher's 
residence. Resolved that the attention of the Board be called to this matter, and to the repairs 
required to the Schoolrooms. 
 CLEANING SCHOOLS. Resolved on the motion of Mr Nosworthy that tenders be called for 
the office of caretaker fur 12 months, tenderers to state the price per week from 1st April to the 
30th September and 1st October to 31st March respectively, and a month's notice to hold good 
on either side.  
SCHOOL REQUISITES. Miss Harding applied for two more blackboards, repairs to the clock, 
and a supply of ink-wells. Resolved that the clock be repaired and that the Board be requested 
to supply the ink-wells. The question of the blackboards was referred to the Visiting 
Committee, Mr Robinson remarking that there were plenty in the schools already, and that he 
would like to look round himself before agreeing to supply any more.  
AN OLD SUBJECT. Mr Robinson asked why Miss Harding's requests had not come through 
the head master The Chairman said that she was in an anomalous position just now. Mr 
Robinson intimated that he should not raise the question at present.  
SCHOOL WELL A discussion took place on the condition of the school well, and it was 
understood that in future the cleaning out should form part of the caretaker's duty.  
VISITING COMMITTEE. Messrs Robinson and Nosworthy were appointed Visiting 
Committee for the coming month.  
THE DIPHTHERIA. The Committee then considered Mr Lucas' letter on the subject of the 
attendance. Mr Robinson had seen several parents, and all were of opinion that the schools 
should be closed for a short time. That very morning the teachers had sent home children in 



whose families there was diphtheria. The examinations were coming on which rendered it 
undesirable to close longer than a week. He moved that the schools be closed from the 
following morning till Monday week, and that during that vacation the schoolrooms should be 
well fumigated under the advice of a medical man. The Chairman said he had seen Dr 
Cleghorn, and asked him if it was advisable to close the schools. Dr Cleghorn said that if 
parents asked his advice he should tell them not to send their children. Mr Birch remarked that 
as the children affected had been already sent home, it was hardly necessary to close up the 
schools. Mr Parker said that Dr Cleghorn had stated that there were 40 cases of diphtheria in 
the district. The Chairman said that as to the examination, it would be a fortnight after the 
Inspector's arrival before he could begin the Blenheim schools but, in any case, the health of 
the children should not b& prejudiced. Mr Robinson suggested that the Inspector should put the 
examination off a little later. The motion was carried unanimously.  
FINANCE. The Chairman reported that the Committee had £45 4s 9d in hand. Mr Nosworthy 
pointed out that there was a ton of coals, worth 5% in addition. The Chairman remarked that it 
was a very satisfactory state of things. The Committee had no reason to quarrel with the 
parsimonious disposition of the late Chairman. All the money would be wanted, for, owing to 
the epidemic and low attendance, the grant from the Board would be small, The Committee 
adjourned until 7 o'clock on Friday evening next.  
The Epidemic— It will be seen from the report in another column that the School Committee 
decided last night to close and fumigate the Borough Schools. It is a thousand pities that they 
have not the power to rebuild or enlarge the Infant School as well. Every resident in Blenheim 
will earnestly hope that the prevailing sickness will pass away so that the schools may be re-
opened as soon as possible. 
3rd February 1885 Letter from the Chairman of the Blenheim Committee asking for repairs and 
painting to the teacher's residence and McCool buildings. Resolved, on the motion of Mr 
Henderson, That the Secretary make a list of the applications for School repairs, and that the 
procure all necessary information from the Architect. Mr Parker buildings suggested that the 
applications should be dealt with according to priority of their being sent in. Mr Henderson 
thought, on the contrary, that they must be dealt with according to the necessities of the case. 
INFANT SCHOOL. Mr Henderson asked if any application had been received for an 
enlargement of the Blenheim Infant School. The Secretary. replied in the negative 
4th February 1885 Infant School.— We are glad to see n that Mr Henderson is moving in the 
direction of establishing an Infant School t in the East Ward. It is certain that there is are 
dozens of little children and big children, too, for the matter of that— who are running about 
the neighbourhood of the Manse Road without ever seeing the inside of a school at all. An 
Infant School in that district would certainly be filled, t without materially lessening the 
attendance at the main establishment in Alfred Street. And, if the School Committee put  the 
compulsory clauses in force, they could fill two such supplementary school in Blenheim. 
Whether the Education Board, with only £846 to spend during the year in buildings and repairs 
for the whole of Marlborough, will have anything to spare for a new school in the Borough is 
quite another matter. We hope, j however, that Mr Henderson's proposal, which cannot 
apparently be carried into effect for a long time to come, will not divert the attention of the 
Board from the paramount necessity of enlarging and putting in decent order the Borough 
Schools 
19th February 1885 Blenheim Borough Schools. TENDERS are invited up to 5 p.m. on 
THURSDAY, the. 26th, for The Office of CARETAKER of the Borough Schools, from the 1st 
March next. Tenderers to slate (1) price per week during months included be- tween April 1st 
and September 30th and (2) price per week during months between October 1st and March Slat 



immediately following. A month's notice at any time on either time to terminate the agreement. 
Specifications may be seen on application to the undersigned. W. FITZWILLIAM TERRY, 
Chairman, Borough School Committee. 
26th February 1885 Blenheim Cadets. Thirteen boys from the Borough schools devoted the 
afternoon yesterday to competing for the cadets prize money, amounting to £7. Mr J. P. Lucas, 
the head teacher, commanded the detachment and Major Baillie. commanding the militia and 
volunteers for the district of Marlborough, superintended the scores, which ranged from 2 up to 
24. We presume that until the Tua Marina cadets have gone through a similar process the 
allotment of the prize money will not be known. (Re Target shooting with rifles) 
27th February 1885 Borough Schools.— inspector Hodgson commenced the standard 
examinations at the Borough Schools this morning. The 5th and 6th standards, boys and girls, 
will be taken to-day the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th girls tomorrow and the lower boys on Monday. Both 
teachers and children have our warmest wishes for their success, spite of the adverse 
circumstances which have attended the Borough Schools since Christmas. 
School Committee.— The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last 
night. The Chairman (Mr Terry) presided, and all the other members were present. Out of six 
tenders for the office of caretaker, Mr W. Or. Bassett was accepted as the lowest, his price 
being 6s per week for the summer months, and 10s for the winter. The other tenderers were 
Messrs Chandler, Reardon, Leonard, Sheppard, and Simmons. On the motion of Mr Ching, the 
Committee voted for the retiring members, Messrs Ward, Parker, and Hutcheson, for the 
Education Board election. Amendments moved by Mr Healy favor of Mr Horton instead of Mr 
Parker, and by Mr Nosworthy in favor of Mr Horton instead of Mr Ward, were rejected. It was 
decided to have the school organ toned and repaired. On the motion of Mr Birch, it was 
resolved that the Board be requested, before agreeing to Mr Henderson's motion in favor of 
establishing an Infant School in some other central part of the town, to ascertain how many 
children were likely to attend it. After discussing certain routine business the meeting 
adjourned. 
3rd March 1885 HOW TO BREED EPIDEMICS.  
(To the Editor of the. Express,)  
Sir;— ls it a fact that during the recent spell of hot weather, and at the  time the diphtheria 
epidemic was raging, the well at the Borough schools ran dry, and the children had to drink 
water from the polluted stream of the Omaka' if so, it is strange that the head master did not 
draw the attention of the School Committee to the fact; or, if he did, that the Committee took 
no action in the matter. Yours &c, Sanitas. Blenheim, March 2, 1885.  
3rd March 1885 Letter from the Chairman of the Blenheim Committee asking the Board, before 
coming to, a decision upon Mr Henderson's motion in favor of a second Infant School, to 
ascertain the number of children likely to attend such school. Letter from the Chairman, 
enclosing account for £6 for distempering and painting the Borough Schools. Ordered that the 
amount be paid. 
Mr Henderson pointed out that no provision was made for further Infant accommodation which 
was urgently wanted in Blenheim. The Chairman thought that it was out of the Board's power 
to provide residences at Picton and Havelock, but he would suggest that the School Committee 
should rent houses for the teachers. The painting of Schools might be done, and the teacher's 
residence at Okaramio, and some if not all of the little matters, such as the kitchen at the Tua 
Marina residence, might also be attended to. Mr Henderson quite coincided with the 
recommendation of the Blenheim School Committee. He had gone into figures, and come to 
the conclusion that if an Infant School were established on a site in the East Ward, about a mile 



from the other school, it would be filled and would pay the Board very well. He thought that 
£250 should be set apart either for a new Infant School, or for enlarging the old one. A suitable 
piece of land could be obtained for between £70 and £90, and the new building would cost 
£160. At present he would not carry the matter further, but agreed with the suggestion of the 
School Committee that the probable numbers should be ascertained. He thought that the Board 
should pass a resolution, on the subject of the Building fund, and follow the example of the 
other Boards in calling the attention of the Government to their inability to get on with the 
funds at their command 
7th March 1885 Inspector Hodgson will examine the Borough Infant school to-morrow. The 
little ones will no doubt attend in unusually large numbers. 
14th March following are the particulars of the Standard Examinations of the Borough Schools. 
The Boys and Girls were examined on the 27th and 28th February and 2nd March and the 
Infants on the 10th March.  
UPPER BOYS. Mr Lucas, head-master. 
 
 
Class Presented Passed Percentage 
Standard VI 9 9 100 
Standard V 18 18 100 
LOWER BOYS. Mr Mayhew, 2nd master; Mr McCallum, 3rd Master.  
Class Presented Passed Percentage 
Standard IV 18 14 78 
Standard III 31 23 75 
Standard II 30 29 97 
Total Boys 106 93 87.5 
Girls Division Miss Harding Mistress; Miss Lucas assistant mistress 
Class Presented Passed Percentage 
Standard VI 7 3 43 
Standard V 23 12 52 
Standard IV 18 4 22 
Standard III 34 31 91 
Standard II 33 21 64 
Total Girls 115 71 61.7 
Infant School Miss Crawford Head Mistress and pupil teachers 
Class Presented Passed Percentage 
Standard I 66 66 100 
As Miss Harding presented in all the Standards a number of girls who had not made the 
requisite number of 260 attendances these girls ought not to be counted as failures. Deducting 
them from the list, the result  for the Girls' School will be as follows  
Class Presented Passed Percentage 
Standard VI 6 3 50 
Standard V 19 12 63 
Standard IV 14 4 28 
Standard III 33 31 91 
Standard II 27 21 74 
Total Girls 99 71 71.7 
 



16th March 1885 Marlborough Express. PUBLISHED EVERY EVENING MONDAY, 
MARCH 16, 1885. SCHOOL INSPECTION.  
The annual Standard examinations throughout a great part of the colony have just taken place, 
and passes to the extent of 99 and 100 per cent are as plentiful as blackberries. Parents are 
surprised, teachers and Board officials delighted, and the public look on with incredulous 
amazement. Masters and mistresses who have learnt to “boo," like Sir Pertinax Mao- 
Sycophant, to the august Inspectors, know that their merits and the talents of their scholars are 
sure of recognition. Plodding and hardworking teachers, who have not indoctrinated their 
children in the showy tricks by which Inspectors ate too easily pleased, are in fear and 
trembling lest the brightest should fail to pass. In some remote country districts— far from the 
madding and scornful crowd the scholars are taught to sing "God bless our Inspector dear," and 
150 per cent would pass if it were only possible for them to do so, In other places, the Inspector 
marches into school under a triumphal arch of evergreens, and the teachers, to whom 100 per 
cent would have been given but for the sake of appearances, find themselves the proud 
possessors of an average of 99.9. Sometimes the zeal of an Inspector, who wishes to do the 
friendly thing by a teacher he has met for a dozen years in the same school, outruns his 
discretion. In a North Island school, for instance, the Inspector reported in favor of singing 
from notes and drilling in uniform, when, unfortunately for his reputation for accuracy, no 
singing from notes was> taught in the school, and the scholars had not been in uniform for 18 
months. Those who have studied the working of the State system are rapidly coming to the 
conclusion that our plan of inspection is a transparent farce, and one that gives no test of the 
work of the pupils or of the abilities of the teachers. Occasionally the results of the present 
system are peculiar and striking, Take the Borough boys' school for instance, where 100 per 
cent of the nine boys presented in the 6th standard have successfully passed, as everybody 
acquainted with the circumstances felt certain. they would do. Yet it is not many months ago 
since some of these very boys were ignominiously plucked for the Nelson scholarship, the 
examination papers for which, though admittedly difficult, were based upon 6th standard work. 
Since that examination it has been holidays half the time at the Borough school, so that the 
progress of Mr Lucas' scholars from dull badness in November to absolute perfection in 
February can only be regarded as a wonderful freak of the human intellect. It is a sense which 
Mr Hodgson would do well to bring before the New Zealand Educational Institute. Results as 
phenomenal have been produced in other districts, though singular to relate they ceased with 
the appointment of a new Inspector, strange to the locality, and unacquainted with either 
teachers or children. The sudden spurt of youthful genius was arrested, and 100 per cent 
figured no longer in the Inspector's reports. An Inspector may be animated by the keenest 
desire to do his duty without fear or favor— and that this is so with Mr Hodgson we do not 
dispute but he may be too long in one district. The flattering reports which some schools 
receive year after year may be the result of the "unconscious cerebral action" of a good-natured 
gentleman who would do the State more service if he were transferred to another district. We 
firmly believe that if Mr Hodgson were replaced by another Inspector from a distance, or by an 
official from the Central Department, the results throughout Marlborough would approximate 
rather to those which have just been meted out in the Blenheim Girls' School than to those 
which we have already alluded to. In the Girls' School the precise pound of flesh appears to 
have been very properly exacted by the Inspector, and an experienced and conscientious 
teacher, industrious without being showy, has to be content with 71 per cent for the whole of 
the Standards, and 50 per cent for the 4th, 5th, and 6th. These low averages are due in Miss 
Harding's case, to a variety of easily explained and we trust temporary causes, the chief of 
which are the want of proper trained and certificated assistance, and the irregularity in the 
attendance of the elder girls. Miss Harding has the reputation of being a satisfactory teacher, 
and the results this year will not shake her in the opinion of any just or unprejudiced person. 



The fact is that the Inspector has applied to Miss Harding and her scholars that rigorous 
exactness which we would like to see directed to all schools in the Colony. The public are sick 
of delusive 100 percent averages, and are grateful to Mr Hodgson for occasionally letting them 
know how a school really stands. But the taxpayers require a constant flood of light, and not an 
accidental glimmer, and this they will  never get until the whole system of inspection is 
changed. There should be one uniform method of examination, and fresh Inspectors should be 
appointed in every district. 
17th March 1885 HODGSON AND THE BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
[To the Editor of the Express. Sir,— Permit me to congratulate you on the progress you have 
made during the past twelve months. Whatever the Marlborough Schools may have done, you, 
at least, have not remained stationary. Last year owing probably to some foolish scruple 
unbecoming a literary freelance, but which yon have now, happily, got rid of —you weakly 
deferred your criticism on my work until my report had actually appeared in print. You now 
take the bolder coarse of condemning me in advance, and of discrediting any conclusions I may 
come to. Now is the time, as you have at last learnt, to hang the man whom you can afterwards 
try at your leisure. So it appears that in the recent examination of the Blenheim Girls' School, 
the precise pound of flesh has very properly been exacted by the Inspector," and that the 
Inspector has applied to Miss  Harding and her scholars that rigorous exactness which we 
would like to see directed to all public schools in the Colony." "The public," it seems, "are sick 
of delusive 100 per cent averages," the remedy for which unsatisfactory state of things is, of 
course, that the Inspector would do the State more service if he were transferred to another 
district." The implication here is too plain to be misunderstood, and, indeed, runs through the 
whole of your article. It amounts to no less that the grossest partiality has been exercised by 
myself in the examination of the Borough Schools— to go no further— and that different 
measure has been deliberately meted out to the boys  and girls. It this scandalous imputation 
were true, or had even a foundation of truth, so far from my being a fit subject to be transferred 
to another district, I should richly deserve to be declared, incapable, in future, of any public 
employment. It would, indeed, be hard to say what punishment would be adequate for so 
motiveless und easily detected a crime. If you had possessed a grain more prudence, or a grain 
less blind animosity you could have ascertained for yourself what the facts really were. I give 
them now, but too late for your reputation. The upper boys  and girls in the Blenheim school 
were examined by me on the same day— in the same room— by means of the same sets of 
papers. Even the self-same piece of dictation was given out to both sexes. The same scale of 
marks was used— the number of mistakes in spelling and arithmetic was also taken down at 
the time, and read out aloud to the scholars, and to the master and mistress, who were both 
present, and to whom was afforded every opportunity of verifying the accuracy of the results. 
That the girls, who for the past two years have done so well, fell short of the boys on this last 
occasion is a fact so notorious that the monstrous figment of partiality would hardly be worth 
noticing were it not that people at a distance, not knowing the details, would be slow to believe 
that such a statement could be  put into print without having at least some slight foundation. I 
have complimented you in your boldness, I cannot say much for your judgment. When 
assailing a public officer of some standing in the service, a judicious writer would at least study 
probabilities. A Napolitan lazzarone, who dislikes man, states roundly that he poisoned his 
mother," or strangled his wife." The natural result of this overstatement of his case simply that 
nobody believes one word he utters. It is surely not wise for an editor of a journal that aims at 
influencing the opinions of respectable public to imitate the mode of procedure of a slanderous 
Italian beggar.— l am, &c. W. C. Hodgson.  
Mr Hodgson misunderstands our article upon the subject of school inspection. We neither said 
nor intended to say that he exercised deliberate partiality, but, on the contrary, expressed our 
belief that he was animated by a desire to do his duty without fear or favor. The above letter, 



while amply vindicating him from a charge that was never made; does not in the least weaken 
the attack upon the present system of inspection throughout the colony, to which and not to the 
inspectors themselves are due the singular results referred to. Not only Mr Hodgson, but all the 
inspectors, should be transferred to other districts and a uniform plan of examination should he 
laid down for the whole colony 
8th April 1885 Blenheim, painting schools Bartlett £87 49 (accepted). Clinch £94 10d. The 
architect was 'instructed to report upon certain extra work. 
BOROUGH INFANT SCHOOL. The following notice of motion was given by' Mr Henderson 
l. That it is necessary to provide more infant school accommodation at Blenheim  
2. That in making such provision it is desirable to establish an infant school in East Blenheim, 
and that, a committee be appointed to obtain a suitable site of not less than one quarter acre, 
and that plans and specifications be prepared for a building to accommodate one hundred 
pupils. The Board then adjourned. 
9th April 1885 School Committee.— The adjourned monthly meeting of the Blenheim School 
Committee has been fixed for to-night at 8 o'clock. 
14th April 1885 THE INSPECTOR'S REPORT.  
Those who are interested in educational work in Marlborough have had time to digest the 
Inspector's report, and, at the  risk of being accused of sacrilege, we shall refer to some of the 
features in that sacred document. Although, as we shall presently shew, it is disappointing in its 
treatment of the Borough schools, and in that respect shews an astonishing avoidance or 
ignorance of the facts yet, generally speaking, Mr Hodgson's report is distinguished by candid 
criticism and plain speaking, which is refreshing when contrasted with various reports from the 
same man. If we except the head teacher of the Borough schools, whose work amongst a mere 
handful of boys conies in for an amount of praise disproportionate to the results, there is 
scarcely a teacher in Marlborough who obtains a report which would servo him or her for a 
future testimonial. The wave of uneasiness and searching criticism has at length reached Mr 
Hodgson, and the public will be disposed to rejoice in the fact. The progress of education in 
Marlborough has been small. The Inspector examined 1303 scholars, 227 short of the number 
on the roll. The roll number has increased by only 40 since the previous examination, 
notwithstanding the growth of the population and improvement in the school buildings and 
there was a slight but unmistakeable falling off in last year's work. This is to be seen in the 
percentage of standard passes. In the previous year 49 per cent of the roll number passed the 
standards last year only 45 per cent did so. In the 4th Standard the passes fell off by nearly one-
half and out of 1500 scholars only 30 were able to pass the 6th Standard. There is no explaining 
away these figures State education in Marlborough is not doing as well as it ought to do, and 
we are glad that Mr Hodgson brings out the facts so clearly. He advocates a reform in the 
construction of the Standards better school accommodation, so as to do away with 
overcrowding a better supply of reading and copy books the purchase of such books by the 
Board, instead of by the teachers a greater general conformity in school management more 
reasonable school hours in town schools, and especially the abolition of the custom of opening 
them at an hour in the morning when half the town has begun business and the better grounding 
of the scholars in the earlier Standards. Some of these excellent suggestions can only be dealt 
with by the department, but others should be taken in hand by the Board and Committees at 
once. Mr Hodgson might also have suggested that the number of occasional holidays in the 
schools should be reduced. Nothing injures regular attendance or breaks the continuity of 
school work more than the practice of granting holidays for races, athletic sports, and even to  
allow the head teacher to take an extra day's rabbit shooting. The Inspector also points out that 
the record of failures during the past year has increased in every subject— the most painful 
admission in the whole of his report and he alludes to the fact that many of the passes were also 



barely won, the candidate doing just the minimum of work that, would justify an examiner in 
granting a pass. This is precisely the crucial weakness we have often dwelt upon. Scholars 
manage to scramble through the Standards but when they come to a real and searching 
examination, such as that for the Nelson scholarship, the brightest boys in the Borough school 
fail ignominiously. With regard to the Borough Schools in particular, Mr Hodgson appears to 
be singularly ignorant of the facts. He claims for himself that he is free from local prejudices 
and interests, and it would seem that he is free from local knowledge also. He expresses 
satisfaction that the organisation of the schools has been left undisturbed, and that they are still 
under the supervision of the head master. The wish with Mr Hodgson is father to the thought 
the Girls' School, contrary to his advice, was removed from Mr Lucas' nominal supervision a 
long time ago, and was never under his actual supervision at all. In the Boys' School he says 
that the record of passes scarcely does justice to the quality of the work." How this harmonises 
with the Inspector's comment upon candidates doing just a minimum of work must be left to 
him to explain. The Inspector also praises Mr. Lucas for the fact that, "home-lessons have been 
altogether discontinued," a. statement which' Blenheim parents know to be the reverse of the 
fact Mr Hodgson gets rid of the Girls' school difficulty by recommending that the head-master 
should devote more time to specially instructing the teachers in the Girls' School in those 
methods which have been so strikingly successful in the Boys' School." This recommendation 
would be positively laughable, if it did not show such an utter trifling with the subject. The 
head-master has never taught the teachers in the Girls' School anything whatever. Miss Harding 
is a certificated teacher of English training, and Mr Hodgson gratuitously insults her by the 
suggestion that she should take lessons from Mr Lucas. The Assistant Mistress is both 
untrained and uncertificated, and the only force which we can discover in the Inspector's 
suggestion refers to her, though she was no doubt the last person he had in his mind when he 
made it. As for the "methods which ha.ye been so strikingly successful in the Boys' School," 
we have yet to learn that Mr Mayhew, to whom the creditable condition of the school is largely 
due, acquired such methods from Mr Lucas' instruction. Mr Hodgson is, however, greatly at 
sea in his facts, and it is useless to discuss his Report any further. We cannot leave the subject 
without again urging the Government to entirely alter the system of inspection, not only in 
Marlborough but throughout the colony. Mr Hodgson hints at the desirability of an Inspector 
having "a wider knowledge of the subject than could well be gained in a very small district." If 
the inspectors were servants of the Department and not or the Boards, and were transferred 
from ono district to another every two or three years, there would be a better hope of the State 
system being efficiently worked.  
15th April 1885 School Committee. In consequence of several members of the School 
Committee being engaged in other meetings of public bodies to-night, the meeting of the 
Blenheim School Committee has been postponed until to-morrow night at 8 o'clock. 
17th April 1885 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the School Committee took place last. night. Present -Messrs Terry 
(chairman), Parker, Robinson, Healy, and Birch. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed.  
STANDARD EXAMINATION'S. Letter from Miss Harding enclosing statement of failures in 
passing Standard examinations, through the scholars not having made the requisite number of 
attendances. The statement was published by us some time ago.  
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. The average attendance in the Senior and Junior Boys and Infants 
for March was reported to be 304. Mr Lucas stated that the attendance was improving, but was 
still considerably affected by diphtheria. The average attendance in the Girls’ School was 83. 
CARETAKER. Letter from Mr W. G. Bassett resigning his office as Caretaker, on the ground 
that the situation was unsatisfactory to himself. Mr Robinson moved that Mr Chandler's tender, 
sent in on the occasion when Mr Bassett was appointed, be accepted, and that he be placed 



under the control of the Head Master as well as the Committee. This was the plan adopted in 
Mr Macklin's time, in consequence of some unpleasantness which arose between the Teacher 
and Caretaker.  
Mr Birch hoped there would not be too many "bosses."  
Mr Robinson said that all the Teacher had to do was to see that the Caretaker carried on the 
specifications. Mr Robinson's motion was carried.  
Several members remarked that they did not wonder at Mr Bassett resigning, considering the 
low rate at which he took the office. 
OVERCROWDING;. Letter from Mr Lucas stating; that Miss Harding having expressed a 
wish that the 2nd Standard girls should not be sent to her room, there being 120 there already, 
the whole of the children who passed the 2nd Standard, boys and girls, had been put into the 
Junior Boys' room, but it was impossible for the Girls to remain there any longer.  
Letter from Miss Harding stating that Standards 111, IV, V and VI in the Girls School were so 
crowded that Standard 111 was the only one that could have a set of desks to themselves. 
SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS Messrs Terry and Birch gave in their Report, As Visitors, for 
the past month. They found the Schools crammed in the utmost capacity, and as many children 
were absent as would fill another good-sized school. The Visiting Committee considered that 
Mr Henderson's proposed second Infant School did not go far enough, and that it would require 
a school to embrace second Standard children in relieve the present schools. The only school at 
all free or empty at present was Mr Lucas’ room, and lower standard children could not be 
taught. in that room together with the 5th and 6th Standards.  
Mr Robinson contended that the 5th and 6th girls ought to be taught in that room as well as the 
boys.  
Mr Parker and Mr Birch considered that it would be easy to do as Mr Robinson suggested but 
the great difficulty was to properly separate them.  
The Chairman said they could be screened off and marched into separate playgrounds 
afterwards. Mr Robinson had two girls in the 5th Standard, and was quite willing to have them 
taught by Mr Lucas. At present with his girls it was maps and geography from Monday 
morning till Saturday night. Mr Birch said that Mr Lucas was under-worked as compared with 
the  
other teachers, and might very well take the 5th and 6th Standard girls.  
The Chairman paid that Mr Lucas admitted he was underworked. Miss Harding had told the 
Visiting Committee that day that the 4th Standard was so full that the lower standards  
occupied all her time and attention  
Mr Healy said that that might account perhaps for her had report.  
Mr Parker said there had been three masters for the boys, and only one duly qualified and 
certificated teacher for the girls, though the attendance was about equal in both schools.  
Mr Robinson reminded the Committee that Miss Harding had Miss Lucas as assistant.  
Mr Birch She may perhaps be qualified but she certainly isn't certificated.  
The Chairman said he found Miss Harding teaching the 4th, and one of the under-teachers the 
5th and 6th. Miss Harding thought she ought to have another assistant, but it was useless for 
the Committee to ask the Board to grant such a thing under present circumstances.  
Some discussion took place upon the girls' time table, which the Chairman read through and 
criticised unfavorably. Mr Robinson remarked that there was too much maps and geography, 
and too little reading and dictation, and as for the sewing it was a farce.  
The Chairman remarked that the girls and boys had to pass  just the same examination, and it, 
was easy therefore to see that the defective state of her timetable was the cause of Miss 
Harding's failure.  



Mr Birch considered the timetable should be much the same for both boys and Girls.  He 
quoted the Inspector's report on the girls school, in which it was stated that the teacher’s 
energies had been misdirected." This probably referred to the matter now under discussion.  
Mr Robinson moved that in consequence of the over-crowding of Miss Harding’s school the 
Committee consider that the only means open to them is to place the 5th and 6th Standard girls 
under Mr Lucas' tuition until other arrangements can be made, and that the Chairman forward 
this resolution to Mr Lucas and Miss Harding. Mr Healy seconded the motion, which met with 
general approval, and was carried unanimously.  
The Chairman remarked that Mr Lucas, with his £320 a year, might just aa well have 
something more to do.  
Several member urged that the time tables should be made alike and Mr Birch contended that 
to equalise matters the hoys should be taught sewing as well as the girls.  
The subject dropped after some further discussion. 
SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS Both Mr Lucas and Miss Harding wrote stating that certain 
requirements  were  necessary in their respective schools, such as desks, black boards, school 
registers, window panes, &c. The Committee considered that no further black boards were 
necessary, Mr Robinson said that if Miss Harding would apply to Mr Lucas, who received the 
school requisites from the Board, she could obtain what registers she wanted. The other 
requirements were referred to the Visiting Committee (Messrs Terry and Birch) for a report. 
DIPHTHERIA. Mr Robinson asked how long children in a family, which had had diphtheria in 
it, should be kept away from school. After some little discussion, it was resolved, on the 
motion of Mr Parker, seconded by Mr Birch, That in all cases of children who had been 
affected by diphtheria, or whose families had been affected by it, a doctor's certificate to the 
effect that they can attend school without fear of spreading infection, be required.  
ASSISTANT MASTER. Mr Mayhew wrote enclosing a copy of an application he was sending 
to the Board for an increase of salary, and trusting that the Committee would recommend it for 
favorable consideration.  
Mr Lucas wrote stating that the application was thoroughly well merited, and hoping that the 
Committee would grant his request. Mr Mayhew's application was based upon the assumption 
that his salary (£140) was lower than that of other assistant masters in the same position that his 
predecessor's salary had been increased at an earlier date after his appointment and that his 
present salary was inadequate for the position in a town.  
On the motion of Mr Parker, it was resolved to forward Mr Mayhew's application to the Board, 
without comment.  
ADDITIONAL INFANT SCHOOL 
A letter was from Mr Henderson, forwarding particulars of the numbers and again of children 
residing east of Red wood-street, and trusting that his motion in favor of establishing an Infant 
School in that district would have the support of the Committee. The total number of families 
having one or more children was 61, and the total number of children under 15 was 223 The 
total number of Infant School age was 67, and deducting from that seven Catholic children and 
10 for defective attendance, the probable average attendance at the proposed Infant School 
would be 50. For these the Board would receive £4 a head capitation, or £200. The expenses 
would be £80 for a teacher's salary and £20 for the Committee  the balance of  £100 being a 
gain to the Board. There were a few of the children of infant school age who were attending the 
present infant School, so that the new school would give relief to the present one, which was 
overcrowded, besides furnishing accommodation for a good many children who were not going 
to school at all.  
Mr Robinson who said the matter was a very important one, and that, the question was where 
the  school should be put as the town was extending in several directions, moved that, the letter 



stand over till the next meeting, the Committee to consider the matter in the meantime. Letter 
postponed accordingly.   
ACCOUNTS.  Several accounts were passed for payment, and the Committee adjourned.  
27th April 1885 School Concert.— We understand that the Blenheim Borough School 
Concert," in aid of the prize fund, will take place on Friday week, the 8th May 
5th May 1885 Borough Schools Letter from School Committee asking for certain desks and 
other school requisites,  
Agreed to supply them, after a brief discussion.  
Letter from School Committee transmitting application from Mr Mayhew, assistant master, for 
increase of his salary of £140. 
Also forwarding resolution of the Committee to the effect that Mr Henderson's motion in favor 
of a second Infant School would not meet the requirements, and that what was really needed 
was a separate Girls' School.  
Ordered that Mr Mayhew's  application stand over till the next mooting,  
The  chairman said he noticed the  Committee did not recommend the application.  
Mr Lambert noticed that Mr Lucas did. Surely it was an unusual thing for ono master to 
recommend another's application.  
Mr. Ward considered that such a recommendation was very easily obtained 
That an Infant school be established in East Blenheim that a committee  be appointed to select 
a site of not less than a quarter of an acre and that plans and specifications be prepared, and 
tenders be called for a building to accommodate 100 pupils.  
The  present Infant School  was overcrowded. It had since for 160, and 250 were present at the 
examination. The Inspector's Report was the best confirmation of the  necessity for his motion. 
A number of children would go to the new school who were too far from the present one. He 
had employed a man two day ago taking a census of the district, and laid before the Board a 
tabulated statement of the result [This has already been published] He considered that the 
Board would gain £100 a year in capitation from such a school. The separate Girls' School 
suggested by the  Committee would not help the  Infant School difficulty at all, as it was 
necessary that au Infant School should be away from the others, as its mode of tuition was a 
disturbance to them. It might be necessary at some future date to enlarge the existing schools, 
but he  contended that his  motion would meet the case for the present.  
Mr Hutoheson seconded the  motion  
Mr Ward thought that the  Committee's proposal to take away all the girls to a separate school 
would leave plenty of room for the infants in the existing building. Mr Henderson replied that, 
in that case, the Infants would have to be separated, and some of them punt in the present Girls' 
School, which would result in great annoyance and disturbance to. the Boys'  School . On other 
grounds also it was not desirable to separate the Infants. He had every desire to act with the 
School  Committee in the matter, and had therefore furnished them with all the information he 
had laid before the Board.  
Captain Baillie said that it was not within the Board's means to  provide such  a separate Girls' 
School as the Committee wanted. The cost of the proposed Infant School  would be a mere 
bagatelle to it.  
A Girls' School would cost £600 or £700 at the least.  
Iv reply to the Chairman, Mr Henderson said that the Committee wished to have the Girls' 
School  away altogether, on another site.  
The  Chairman, Mr Paul, and Mr Lambert all agreed in the soundness of Mr Henderson’s 
views, and thought that the new Infant School would pay the Board very well. Mr Henderson 
was disappointed that the Committee had not agreed with his plan, und that they had not given 
their reasons for differing from it.  



The  Chairman thought the  fuller views of the  Committee ought to be before the Board.  
Captain Baillie  said that,, including a new site, a girls' school for 200 would cost  £1000.  
Mr Henderson said that some  of the members of the Committee really wanted a Girls' High 
School.  
The  Chairman; Which certainly would not relieve the Infant School  
Mr Henderson’s object in pressing the motion now was that  the  matter was urgent, and that he 
did not wish the money to got away for other purposes.  
After some further discussion Mr Henderson agreed to postpone his motion till the  next 
meeting .  
Resolved that the committee be requested to furnish in the meantime, fuller particulars of the  
scheme  they suggested, and especially how they proposed to relieve the  present pressure on 
the Infant School,  
6th May 1885 School Concert.— There was something really refreshing about the zeal with 
which the boys of the Borough School were  pushing the tickets today for their Concert on 
Friday. To do the little fellows justice, they are practising and rehearsing so carefully and 
industriously that everyone who goes to hear their solos duets and choruses will get his or her 
full money’s worth. The Borough Schools arc institutions in which everybody, parents or not, 
ought to take a deep interest, and we hope the result of the Concert will be a handsome prize 
fund, 
7th May 1885  

Blenheim Brough School 
CONCERT, 

IN AID OF THE PRIZE FUND. 
EWART'S HALL  FRIDAY, 8th MAY. urn. 

PROGRAMME 
PART I. 

Chorus. Village Choristers. 
Song "The Robin," (Miss C. Wemyss.)  
Duet “Mrs Brown's Mistake," (Miss J. Simson and Master S. Hodson.)  
Song “Over the Garden Wall," (Master W. Green) 
Duet “Fanny Gray," (Miss B. Mason and Master C. Carter.)  
Song “Polly Perkins” (Master H, Ching.)  
Song  “Bring back my Bonnie to me," (Miss L. Horne.) 
 Chorus.’ Gendarmes," (Boys.) 
 Song "Jessie’s Dream" (Miss M. R Normanby.) 
 Duet Love and Pride," (Miss C. Wemyss and Master C. Chittendcn.) 
 Song “The Powder Monkey," (Master C. Carter.)  
TEN MINUTES INTERVAL 

PART II. 
“RED RIDING HOOD'S RESCUE." 

(Cantata by Broad. ) 
PERSONATIONS 

“Red Riding Hood" Miss Lily Falconer  
“Mother" Miss M, K. Normanby  
“Buttercup” Miss Annie Mason  
‘Rose" Miss Janet Simson  
"Woodman" Master W: Griffiths  



”Wolf" Master G. Carter  
"Robin" Master S. Hodson  
Semi-Chorus Bluebells.  
22nd May 1885 Fireworks.— Professor Augustus, who is, before everything else, a loyal 
subject Of Her Most Glorious Majesty Queen Victoria, has determined to celebrate that 
estimable Lady’s 66th birthday by laying in n stock of fireworks for sale to the small boys of 
Blenheim. The assortment (of fireworks, not boys) is varied and brilliant. 
29th May 1885 The monthly mooting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. 
Present Messrs Terry (Chairman), Robinson, Healy, Birch and Ching . The attendance returns 
received from Mr Lucas were as follows •Senior Department 59, Lower Boys 86 Infants 143, 
total 287. Mr Lucas attributed the  low average to the severe weather. He recommended that 
the front of the senior school building should be concreted or boarded, It was resolved to 
consider tin's matter at the next meeting. It was also resolved to forward on to the Education 
Board n further application by Mr Mayhew, giving certain additional reasons for Ha salary 
being increased, amongst which was the fact that the salaries in the  Junior Boys department 
(£230) were less by £90 than the revenue earned by it for Board. The Committee resolved to 
recommend to the Board that the increase be granted to Mr Mayhew. The Committee discussed 
the request o! the Board that they should give reasons why Air Henderson’s proposed infant 
school in the East Ward should Dot be established. It was resolved to adjourn until Monday 
afternoon at 5.30, when it is hoped the subject will be considered by a full meeting. It was 
suggested that the best way to deal with the matter would be to send a deputation to the Board. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
2nd June 1885 BLENHEIM. Letter from the School Committee forwarding application from Mr 
Mayhew for an increase of his salary. The application was recommended by Mr Lucas, the 
Head-Master, and by the  Committee The present salary was £140, and the applicant had been 
12 months in the Board's service. On the  motion of Mr. Henderson seconded by Mr Parker, it 
was unanimously agreed to raise Mr Mayhew's salary to £160, from the  expiration of his 12 
months term 
EAST WARD INFANT SCHOOL. A deputation from the Blenheim School Committee, 
consisting of Messrs Terry (chairman), Birch, Healy and Robinson, waited on the Board in 
reference to Mr Henderson's motion in favor of an Infant School in the East Ward. The  
deputation, by Mr Terry, as spokesman, considered that the money could be better laid out for 
the benefit of the schools than in the proposed Infant School. They urged that the present Infant 
School was not over crowded, but their further space was required in the larger school. They 
pointed out that Mr Henderson's calculation  of the  profit to be made by the Board out of the 
new Infant School was incorrect, because he did not deduct the loss the old Infant School 
would sustain by the capitation of children being removed to the new one. The Committee 
considered that the host plan was to acquire from the Public Works Department the strip along 
Seymour Street, so as to erect a large class room to the upper school, and relieve the  
overcrowding of the latter. They also pointed out that the proposed  East Ward Infant School 
would act as a feeder and increase the  overcrowding of the upper schools . Mr Hodson no 
doubt reported that the Infant School was overcrowded, but the state of things when he saw it 
was exceptional. There would be ample accommodation in the present Infant School for all 
requirements for at least two years, and children from the East Ward could attend it without 
inconvenience. By acquiring the strip taken for the abandoned railway line, and by purchasing 
Mrs MacDonald's section in Seymour street, the Schools would have the entire block. The 
Committee proposed to put the compulsory clauses of the Act in force, but the accommodation, 
without an additional classroom, would be quite inadequate. The railway land could be 



acquired by the Board at a reasonable figure. They were not aware what Mrs MacDonald’s 
section would cost, but the Committee believed they could raise the purchase money for it. The 
Board would then have merely to expend the money allotted for an Infant School upon an extra 
classroom instead. There were no children attending the schools who were not of school age. 
The extra accommodation in the Upper Schools could be worked with the present teaching 
staff.  
Mr James Robinson urged that there was far more reason to put an Infant school at the end of 
the Grove Road.  
In the course of the discussion which  took place, Mr Henderson said he had proposed that the 
East Ward infant school should be in the Road, opposite Marple’s , and not near the Hospital or 
in Redwood street as had been supposed 
In a Later part of the meeting the report below was generated 
Me Henderson brought forward his adjourned motion in favor of an infant school in the East 
Ward. He regretted the opposition of the committee, but still thought he was proposing the 
right thing, and that the present infant school was overcrowded, There was floor space, at 8 
square feet each, for 152, while the present attendance was 158, and not long ago 64 children 
were transferred to the upper schools. Neither the girls nor boys departments were  
overcrowded. There was floor space for 123 girls, and the average attendance for a long  time 
past had been about ninety. In the upper schools, including boys  and girls, there was space for 
310 children, allowing 10 feet each, which was 190 more than the average, The whole question 
was, therefore, ono of re-adjustment, as taking the whole school there was plenty of room. He  
still thought the proper plan was to give fresh infant accommodation, but he hesitated to go on 
with his motion after the opposition of the committee, who would have charge of the proposed 
now Infant School, and who would approach it in a half-hearted spirit. He would, however, 
propose his motion, believing it to be the wisest and host thing.  
Mr Hutoheson, from personal knowledge, confirmed the statement that the Infant school was 
overcrowded, The question of buying out Mrs Macdonald was new and debatable ground, and 
would be attended with great difficulty. He supported the motion, and would be only too happy 
to ace another school at the  end of the  Grove Road when the  town went sufficiently ahead.  
The Chairman considered that, whatever was done with the present motion, the Committee's 
proposal to acquire the railway strip and Mrs Macdonald’s section was a good one, and ought 
to be carried out as soon as possible. Both Mr Henderson and Major Baillie pointed out that 
according to the present attendance, on a of the female pupil teachers could be spared from the 
present schools, and be promoted to take charge of the new one.  
Mr Parker reluctantly opposed the motion. It was an unwise step to establish other schools. 
They should always be maintained in a central position. He  thought infant schools would be 
demanded for  Redwoodtown, Maxwell Road, and other districts, if this East Ward School was 
sanctioned. Any funds the Board had should be devoted to erecting a separate Girls' School, the 
time for which had. Arrived. Mr Lucas thought that it a lean-to were erected at a cost of £40 
there would be ample accommodation in the present infant school for four years to come. If 
this were done, the compulsory clauses could be put into operation, and it would be money 
well spent. He moved as an amendment that a lean-to be added to the present Infant school, to 
accommodate another 100 children,  
This amendment was not seconded. 
Mr Ward believed that Mr Henderson had proved that additional accommodation was wanted, 
but as it was desirable to work with the Committee he saw a difficulty in adopting the motion. 
He admitted he knew nothing of the circumstances, but on the whole he thought it better to 
move a further amendment that the matter be postponed. Mr Paul seconded Mr Ward's 
amendment.  



The Chairman supported it. After all, the overcrowding alluded to by the Inspector had passed 
off— though it might come on again— and there was not likely to be any necessity for extra 
accommodation for some time to come.  
Mr Henderson had no objection to the  amendment, But he pointed out that the Borough 
Schools were certainly not increasing  and bringing in the children as they ought to be doing. 
Motion withdrawn and amendment carried unanimously. Railway Sections. On the motion of 
Captain Baillie, it was resolved that application be made  to the Public Works Department for 
the strip  of land in Seymour-street, for educational purposes. 
3rd June 1885 Infant School,.— While wo thoroughly sympathise with the  Blenheim School 
Committee in their desire to obtain better accommodation in the upper schools, and to establish 
a separate and distinct Girls' School, if possible, wo cannot congratulate them on the result of 
their negotiations yesterday with the Education Board although the committee was clearly 
actuated by the best decisions and a desire for the public good, If wo cannot get one thing in 
this world it is generally wise to accept another and half a loaf is better than no bread. It is 
beyond dispute –notwithstanding the ingenious arguments laid before  the Board that the Infant 
school is overcrowded at the present moment, and that the deplorable state of things the 
inspector witnessed when he last went round will inevitably occur again in a few months’ time. 
Mr Henderson’s proposal fully met that difficult and even assuming that his financial 
calculations were a little astray, it is to be  regretted that his proposal to give more school 
accommodation  to Blenheim, a proposal, but for the opposition of the Committee , would have 
been unanimously  assented to by the  Board, has had to be  abandoned. 
13th June 1885 Juvenile Concert. The  Borough School children repeated their Concert last 
night at Ewart's Hall, in aid of the funds of the Wairau Cricket Club. The numerous 
entertainments recently held and about to be held in Blenheim told unfavorably upon the 
attendance. The front seats were  tolerably well filled, but the back seats were scantily 
tenanted. The Concert itself was performed with even greater success than on the previous 
decision, the youthful artists having more confidence and less nervousness, and singing with 
admirable time, tune, and spirit. After hearing the well-worn and stagey voices of the majority 
of the Pollard  troupe, it was a treat last night to hear  the fresh, melodious, natural, and yet 
well-trained voices of our Borough school children, The first part of the programme consisted 
of miscellaneous songs and duets, with choruses to the former, and except in two items the list 
was the same as that performed the other week. Master W. Griffiths, who has a very good 
notion indeed of singing a vigorous nautical song, substituted The Seaman's Star for his former 
effort  and Miss M. E. Normanby substituted "May or May Not," which she sang so archly and 
piquantly as to merit the encore she obtained. Master Charles Garter again roused the audience 
to admiration of his version of that fine song, “The Powder Monkey," and he also was encored. 
The same honor was paid to Miss B. Mason and Master C. Carter for the old-fashioned duet, 
“Fanny Gray." The cantata Red Riding Hood's Rescue," one of the best works of the kind  we 
ever heard, constituted the second part. The cast of characters was as on the former occasion —
Red Riding Hood, Miss Lily Falconer, Mother, Miss M. B. Normanby Buttercup, Miss Annie 
Mason; Rose, Miss Janet Simson Woodman, Master W. Griffiths; Wolf, Master G. Carter; 
Robin, Master S. Hodson semi-chorus, Little Bluebells. The whole piece was admirably sung, 
and every credit is due to the little performers, and to Mr J. P. Lucas, their conductor, stage 
manager, and instructor. Mrs Lucas played the pianoforte accompaniments to the cantata, Mr 
Lucas accompanying the miscellaneous selections, The performance concluded with the 
National Anthem. Wo trust there will be a substantial. Balance in favor of the club. 



29th June 1885 To the Editor of the Express. Sir, -The Blenheim Borough Schools football 
team, in compliance with a challenge of some fortnight back, addressed to the Head Teacher, 
Renwick, duly arrived on the convincing ground :it 2 p.m. last Saturday, in charge of the 
deservedly popular Head Teacher of the Borough Schools. I can easily imagine the surprise of 
the latter gentleman when he arrived in the village of the plains," on finding that the Renwick 
Head Teacher had loft that morning for Blenheim. Could he not have telephoned to Blenheim, 
tolling Mr Lucas that he would not be able to be present, as a matter of courtesy, at least? To 
leave his own boys in their maiden football match, clearly shows that he does not take much 
interest in their athletic welfare. Educational matters and petty grievances should be sunk on an 
occasion like this, when one’s school plays another a friendly game of football. I would 
encourage the boys to go into the game in an energetic way, never mind the late defeat, and no 
doubt some worth coach will turn up and teach them to play in a plucky spirit, although 
losing.— l am, etc.., A Footballer, Blenheim, Juno 29, 1885. Renwick  Head Master was 
William Tissiman 
3rd July 1885 At a meeting of the Blenheim School Committee last night, Mr W. F. Terry in the 
chair, the head master’s attendance report for the past month showed 138 in the boys and 
Senior Girls’ School, and 159 in the Infant School. Mr Lucas also reported that the playground  
required draining, and that in consequence of broken time in the schools since Christmas it was 
not desirable to give any mid-winter holidays. Messrs Terry, Birch and Robinson were 
appointed a Sub-Committee to arrange with the head master both as to the playground and the 
holidays. After transacting the ordinary business the mooting adjourned 
10th July 1885 Necessary Works.— The slimy, dirty, and unhealthy conditions of the 
playground of the Borough Schools— with a small swamp in ono corner a puddle in another, 
and bits of paper and rubbish littered all over it— has long boon a subject of wonder to passers-
by. The School Committee have determined to deal with the matter by laying down a drain to 
carry off the water from the grounds, and by concreting the floor under the school sheds. If the 
Committee will keep the playground dry, the teachers and children will no doubt see that it is 
clean and tidy.  
20th July 1885 The Borough School boys made a holy show of the Picton boys on Saturday, 
winning the match by two goals and two tries to ono goal. For the visitors, Bayley scored two 
tries; and Pasley two tries, the latter player kicking goals from each. W. Galloway got the try 
for Picton, and Baillie kicked a goal from it. The match was pleasantly played, and a good 
many ladies and other interested spectators were on the ground. Messrs J, P. Lucas and Bellairs 
were the Umpires. The match concluded, in true British schoolboy fashion, with encoring for 
each other and everybody else— cheers which were vigorously renewed when the Blenheim 
boys got homo again at night, and were received by an admiring crowd of their fellows. Our 
local boys soon to be doing well this season. The team were driven to and from  Picton in 
Messrs Earll and McKenzie's break  
The following detailed description has been furnished by one of the boys engaged in the match, 
and it is so well compiled that wo publish it with pleasure  
The toss boing won by the Picton Captain, he decided on defending the western goal. The ball 
was kicked off by Bayley, who landed it well within Picton’s 25, and before it could be 
returned the Blenheim forwards were down on it. Loose scrummages were now the order of 
things, and neither side gained any advantage until Bayley, getting hold of the leather, carried it 
over the line. The kink was entrusted to G. Pasley, the angle, however, was too difficult, and he 
missed the coveted mark. On being returned to the field some active and good play took place, 
scrummages and small runs being the order of the day. Bayley repeated his last performance, 
but the angle was again too difficult for Pasley to convert the try into a goal. Not long after, this 



W. Galloway, by a splendid run scored for Picton, and this try was converted into a goal by H. 
Baillie. Soon after this time was called, and the score stood Picton  one goal and Blenheim two 
tries. In the second spell the ball was kicked off by Baillie. the Picton Captain, and was 
promptly returned by Robinson, Blenheim's full back. The play now became very interesting, 
all the players being fairly on their metal, but after a short scrummage G. Pasley, one of the 
Blenheim quarter backs, got hold of the ball, and with a short dodgy run just reached the goal 
line, where he was grassed by Dry, but after a short maul the Blenheim man camo off 
victorious. This try was converted into a splendid goal by Pasley. The Picton players now made 
a very plucky attempt to equalize matters, but all in vain, and in spite of their extra efforts 
Pasley secured another try, which in its turn was converted into a goal. Only fifteen minutes 
now remained, but although neither side made any further score, the game became very 
exciting, and some very good football was shown by both sides.  
31st July 1885 A Nine days' wonder. The parade of the Mounted Rifles in uniform, this 
afternoon, was quite an event, Throngs of people lined the streets, and even the Borough 
School boys and girls were let out on purpose to see the sight. 
4th August 1885 Letter from Mr Lucas stating that Misses Bary and Stratford had completed 
their apprenticeship under the Board, and had passed all necessary examinations, As well as 
completing their E. They wished to be allowed to continue at the Borough Schools until 
promotion was obtainable. On the motion of Mr Henderson the required permission was 
granted.  
12th August 1885 The match between the Borough Schools and the Rising Stars is not to come 
off on Saturday after all, Seymour Square boing engaged for another contest. It will probably 
be played later on. The next Borough School match is to be against a light fifteen of the town, 
and wo should say that '"our boys" thanks to their own pluck and skill, and to  the excellent 
training given to thorn by Mr Lucas will give the town team a severe rousing up 
30th September 1885 School Cadets.— From a circular issued by the Head Master we learn that 
it has been decided to try to raise by public subscription and other means sufficient funds to 
purchase uniforms for 70 cadets in the Borough Schools It is proposed to give a series of 
entertainments during the ensuing year, and the public arc invited to become honorary member  
of a School Choral Society which it is intended to form. An honorary member's subscription 
will be one guinea, and will entitle him to two tickets for each entertainment. No capitation 
allowance it now paid to cadets, so that the little soldiers— to whom the drill and discipline 
cannot fail to be valuable— have fair ground for asking the public to help them. The object of 
the circular has our full sympathy, and we commend it to the support of our friends. Much has 
been done in the Borough Schools already in the way of drill, not only with the boys but with 
the girls and, although boys only can be admitted to be Cadets, there is no reason why the 
Corps should not become one of the largest and smartest in the Colony. 
1st October 1885 School Committee.— The Borough School Committee, the meetings of which 
have been irregular of late, will assemble to-night 
6th October 1885 Letter from Mr J. P. Lucas applying for an increase of salary, so that it might 
equal his predecessor's. The Secretary said that Mr Lucas 1 salary was £240, as against £300 
paid to his predecessor. Major Baillie said it was a question of funds; Me Paul said the Board 
must also consider what was the total cost of the teaching staff of the Borough Schools. Mr 
Ward proposed that the consideration be postponed till the nest meeting, with a view of 
comparing the cost of the Borough Schools with that of others. Seconded by Mr Parker, and 
carried unanimously 
BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Letter from Mr James T. Robinson, Acting-Chairman of the Borough 
Schools, requesting that the school grounds be put in good order, and enclosing the architect's 



estimate of the cost of concreting and drainage, amounting to £100. Referred to the architect 
for more detailed information of the various items. 
16th November 1885 BOROUGH SCHOOL V. PICTON JUNIORS.  
A match between these teams was played on Saturday on the ground of the Wairau Cricket 
Club, the game terminating by three o'clock, in time for the Town v. Civil Service contest to 
come off afterwards. In the morning the Borough School Team, captained by Bayley, and the 
Picton Juniors, captained by Galloway, each made 35 in the first innings, and the Borough 
Schools 49 in the second innings. An adjournment was then made to lunch. A capital repast, of 
a really luxurious kind, was served in the boys' schoolroom, our local juveniles entertaining 
their Picton visitors in truly hospitable style. If the tables did not literally groan under the 
weight of good things at the time the feast started, such skilful execution was done with the 
dainties that not a groan was to be got out of them when the  lunch was all over. Mr J. P. Lucas 
presided, and Mr Gus Lucas occupied the vice-chair. Bayley proposed the health of the Picton 
visitors in a neat little speech, in which he expressed satisfaction at the good feeling existing 
between the two teams, and his hope that the defeated party of last year would do its best to 
wipe out the stain of defeat. Galloway replied on behalf of the Picton youths, and heartily 
reciprocated the Blenheim good wishes. Need we say that the health of the visitors was toasted 
(in aerated waters) with musical honors. A most agreeable and graceful feature of the lunch 
was the fact that the guests were waited upon by the lady teachers and their friends, and by the 
elder girls of the Borough Schools. All we can say is that the guests must have felt both 
honored and delighted. At the request of the Chairman the health of the Ladies was proposed 
by Mr Winter, and responded to by the boys with cheering that made the welkin ring. Mr C. 
Simson undertook the task of replying for the fair sex, and acquitted himself creditably. Hearty 
cheers and musical honors were given by the boys for Mr J. P. Lucas, and an adjournment was 
made to the ground. The  Picton team went in again for their second innings, having 50 to 
make in order to win. Of this number they only got 13, so that Blenheim was victorious by 36 
runs. The return match will be played at Picton shortly. Messrs C. Simson and Dry were the 
Umpires. Pressure on our space forbids us to give the scores in extenso. But we may say that in 
the second venture of the Borough Schools G. Pasley played a fine innings of 26, and Bayley 
secured 15. The only Picton player who got into double figures was Campbell, who made 13 in 
the first innings. W. Carter's bowling was destructive, securing six Picton wickets in the first 
innings and seven in the second.  
1st December 1885 The monthly meeting of the Borough Schools Committee took place on 
Monday night. Present Messrs James T. Robinson (Chairman), Nosworthy, Ching, Birch, and 
Parker. Mr Lucas reported that the average attendance for the past month had been:— Senior 
department, 227; infants, 183 total, 410. He requested the Committee to arrange for the 
Christmas holidays. Resolved that they begin on Wednesday, December 23rd, the schools to 
re-open on Monday, January 25th.  
The Revs. Grace, Robb, and Crump were requested to examine for prizes on the 21st, 22nd, 
and 23rd, the prizes to be chosen by the Visiting Committee and the Head Master and the 
distribution to be made by the Chairman of the Education Board at Ewart's Hall on the 23rd. 
Miss Crawford, Infant Mistress, applied to the Committee to recommend an increase of her 
salary,, on the ground that she had occupied the position for over a year, and that the average 
attendance had increased. Resolved that the Board be recommended to increase her salary. The 
Visiting Committee (Messrs Robinson and Nosworthy) gave in a satisfactory report, and 
Messrs. Parker and Robinson were appointed the Visiting Committee for the ensuing month. 
The Committee passed a few accounts, and then adjourned 
14th December 1885 Civil Service Examination. —We notice among the candidates who have. 
passed the Junior Civil Service Examination the name of David Patrick Sinclair, of Blenheim. 
He was educated at the Borough Schools 6 years, and Wellington College 2 years. We hope his 



future career will be as successful as his promising start Another Blenheim boy who has done, 
very well at the Junior Civil Service Examination, having passed fifth of the 55 successful 
candidates on the list, is John McCollum. His educational curriculum was 6 years at the 
Borough Schools, 1 year at the Renwick school, and 6 months at the Nelson College. He is a 
promising lad, and should do well in afterlife," 
18th December 1885 The Blenheim Borough Schools seem to be the only schools of .any 
importance that have not yet broken up for the holidays. Considering that the teachers' 
examinations are taking place this week the School Committee has not shown its usual wisdom 
in postponing the breaking-up till the day before Christmas 
23rd December 1885 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
PRIZE LIST, CHRISTMAS 1885. Examiners:— Revs T. S. Grace, J. Crump, and W. 0. Robb. 
SIXTH STANDARD (Seniors). General Proficiency— Boys 1, Gilbert K. Pasley (Dux). Girls 
1, Lillie Logan 2, Violet Fairweather.  
Drawing— Boys 1, G. K. Pasley 2, Benjamin W. Bayly. Girls 1, Annie Wrigley 2, J. Fulton. 
SIXTH STANDARD (Juniors). General Proficiency- -Boys 1, Edward Pasley; 2, Francis Carey 
3, H. Horton 4, S. Hodson. Girls 1, Emily Millington 2, Amelia Hustwick; 3, Mary Farmar 4, 
Alice Tindill.  
Drawing— Boys 1, Frederick Markman ;2, Herbert Robinson. Girls 1, Amelia Hustwick 2, 
Emily Millington.  
Best kept Home Lesson Book. Boys 1 Francis Carey 2, Shirley Hodson. Girls 1, Ivy Woolly; 2, 
Emily Millington.  
Attendance Boys Walter Stace. Girls Ivy Woolly.  
FIFTH STANDARD. General Proficiency— Boys 1, Henry Crump; 2, R. Wanden 3, A. 
Litchfield 4, W. Litchfield, Girls 1, Mary Dempsey; 2, Annie Mason; 3, E. Carey; 4, L. 
Falconer.  
Drawing— Boys 1, W. Tucker; 2, Henry Crump. Girls: 1, Alice C. Robinson 2, Annie Mason. 
Best kept Home Lesson Book Boys 1, A. Markman; 2, Henry Crump. Girls 1, Emma Carey 2, 
Annie Mason.  
Attendance— Boys Frank Nosworthy. Girls Alice Taylor.  
FOURTH STANDARD. General Proficiency Boys 1, Arthur Carey 2, James Handby ;3, W. 
Marple 4, L. Elliott. Girls 1, E. Knight 2, F Adams 3, E. Logan 4, S. Elliott 5, M. Carey. 
Drawing s 1, Ila Nosworthy 2, Sarah Brace. Attendance- Boys James Handby and Herbert 
Stratford, ties. Girls: 1, Ila Nosworthy.  
THIRD STANDARD General Proficiency Boys 1, .T. Patchett; 2, Joseph Taylor; 3, J. Register 
4 W. Bayly 5, C. Andrews. Girls: 1 Ethel Crump; 2, Jessie Hodgson; 3, Amy Compton; 4, 
Nellie Thomas 5, Amy Eyles.  
Attendance Prize Boys 1, John Register. Girls 1, Bertha Farmer.  
SECOND STANDARD. General Proficiency— Boys 1, Welby Green 2, J. Pyke 3, Fulton 4, 
West 5, Freeth 6, Ireland 7. Holdaway. Girls 1, Ethel Carey 2, Minnie Horton 3, B. Chittenden 
4, M, Macey; 5, M. Honnor  6, L. Wanden 7, K. Logan.  
Attendance Prize Boys William Cook, Girls: A. Cook.  
POPULARITY PRIZES. (Decided by vote of the school.)  
VI. and V-Boys Robert Priddle. Girls Fanny Watson.  
IV, and III.— Boys Edward Parker. Girls: Nellie Thomas.  
II Boys John Powick, Girl Minnie Horton, I 
INFANT DEPARTMENT, STANDARD I. (First Division.) General Proficiency— Boys 1, 
Alfred Mackay 2, John Thompson ;2, G. Wibbling; 3, F, Andrews; 3, James Maddock; 3, 
Thomas Taylor 3, Robert Logan 4, George Powick. Girls 1, Edith Keys 2, Annie Chain; 3, 
Mande Hewitt; 4, Mary Markman.  



Standard 1. (Second Division.) General Proficiency.— Boys 1, John Booker; 2, Cyril Carey 3, 
William Hale 4, William Lacey. Girls 1, E. Rabbits 2, Annie Radd 3, Fanny Burns 3, Mary 
Compton 4, Kate Hewitt.  
Standard 1. (Third Division.) General Proficiency Boys 1, John McAll ; 1, Joseph Webster; 2, 
Percy Bayley; 2, George Maddock; 3 Norman Cook 3, Ernest Robinson 4, James Woodham ;4, 
George Mitchell 4, James Edwards 4, William Bothwell 4, Arthur Byford; John Fraser. Girls: I, 
lsabel Newmann 1, Maggie Linton 1, Rose, Mason 2, Amy Page 3, Eliza Greig 3, Cecilia 
Lammas 4, Cecilia Mahon 4, Jane Falconer. Two special prizes from teachers —Mary Adams, 
Clara Farmar 
24th December 1885 BLENHEIM BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES. The prizes awarded to the children of the Borough Schools, 
according to the list already published, were distributed yesterday afternoon at Ewart's Hall by 
his Worship the Mayor. The Hall was completely filled by the scholars and their parents and 
friends. On the' 'platform, supporting the Chairman, were the Revs T.-S. Grace and W O Robb, 
Messrs James T. Robinson and R. W. Parker (members of the School Committee, and Mr J. P. 
Lucas, head master. His Worship in opening the proceedings, spoke of the very great pleasure 
it gave him to be present, and his regret that he had to take the place of Mr Seymour, the: 
Chairman of the Education Board, who was detained at Nelson by illness in his family. Exactly 
13 years ago that very day Mr Henderson said he last presided at a similar gathering in 
Blenheim, and then, as now, he had the honor of being Mayor. After a reference to the increase 
in the number of children since that date lie called upon the Examiners to tell the audience 
something about the state of the school. The Rev. Mr Grace, who examined all the Standards 
from the 3rd to the 6th in English, made an amusing reference to the fact that though he had 
acted as Examiner in that subject, he had himself .been plucked in it when, after matriculating, 
and in the midst of very busy clerical work, he went up for his B. A. at the New Zealand 
University Examinations. 'He thought that children who had not got prizes might take comfort 
from' that fact. Mr Grace then pronounced the grammar to be, as was often the case, weak; the 
essays intelligent and connected and the reading of the boys better than that of the girls. All did 
well in dictation and the forms he examined in writing—the 3rd and 4th —gave neat result 3, 
so much alike, however, that he considered the teachers were better qualified to judge them 
than he was. The Rev. Mr Robb said that the Examiners did not come there to give a report 
upon the school, and added that he could not compare the results or conditions with other 
schools, as it was the first State school he had been connected with as an examiner. He 
expressed satisfaction with the children's acquaintance with history and geography, their 
knowledge of the former having surprised him. From what he heard he certainly thought the 
Borough Schools would compare favorably with any others in the colony, and that they 
possessed the advantage of a most efficient and industrious set of teachers . His Worship said 
that the third examiner, the Rev. J. Crump, was out of town. He called upon Mr Lucas to make 
some remarks. Mr Lucas said that, although there was considerable difference of opinion as to 
the propriety of giving prizes in schools, and Inspector Hodgson had pronounced against it, he 
came to the conclusion that, after a break of three years, the practice might be rescued. A fund 
had been provided by the children's performance of "Red Riding Hood," which realised £30. 
"Mr Lucas then referred to the past year’s school work as having been  fairly successful, and to 
the results obtained by the old Borough School boys, D. Sinclair at Wellington College, and 
John McCallum, at Nelson College and in the Civil Service Examinations. He also referred to 
the scholarship having been carried off by Willie Carter, who was as good in outdoor sports as 
he was in his learning. Education, said Mr Lucas, to be complete should include training of 
both kinds, and athletics should be encouraged in connection with the State schools. Mr Lucas 
also paid a compliment to the teachers working under him, remarking that there was not a lazy 
or indifferent teacher in the whole school. The Mayor then addressed the audience again, 



pointing out the fact that the children, by the performance of the cantata, had raised the money 
for their own prizes. He hoped they would continue in this spirit of self  defence throughout 
life, and grow up truthful, generous, and high-minded. It was not enough  to be learned-they 
must be good and then, indeed, knowledge would be power. Me urged the children to take 
example from their genial and kind hearted head master, whom he noticed on his visits to the 
school that they loved and almost worshipped, and from the other teachers who were associated 
with him. The prizes, were then, distributed by His Worship. They consisted of handsomely 
bound books procured from the local booksellers. On the motion of the Mayor a vote of thanks 
was awarded to the Examiners, and the Rev Mr Robb,. in responding, made reference to his. 
own primary education at the Belfast Model School, arid urged the Blenheim children to make 
the most of their high educational advantages. On the motion of the Mayor, a vote of thanks 
was awarded to the School Committee, Mr James T. Robinson (Chairman) briefly responding. 
In doing so Mr Robinson said he would defy any other school to produce so good a body of 
teachers, and added that they had in the Blenheim children excellent material to work upon. On 
the motion of Mr Parker a vote of thanks was awarded to the Mayor, who, in responding, called 
for cheers for Mr Lucas, which were duly responded to. Mr Lucas hoped the children would 
come back to school after the holidays prepared to work at passing their standards, and wished 
thorn A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   
During the proceedings the children sang a song from “Patience” Miss Jennie. Wemyss 
rendered a song and the meeting ended with a verse of the National Anthem. Prior to leaving 
the Hall each child was presented with a bag of lollies. The whole gathering was a complete 
success The use of the Hall was given by Mr Ewart, who also was deserving of a vote of 
thanks.  
30th December 1885 School Prizes,— To the prize list of the  Borough Schools has to be added 
another name. The 5th prize in Standard IV for general proficiency was awarded to Hannah 
Taylor, daughter of Mr John Taylor of the Maxwell Road. The sixth prize went to Maud Carey, 

1886 
1886 69 Blenheim Senior Boys Lucas John P 

 
Principal  £    300.00  

1886 92 Blenheim Junior Boys Ogilvie Charles A 
 

Deputy Master  £    162.00  

1886 158 Blenheim  Infants  Crawford Mary 
 

Deputy Female  £    120.00  

1886 73 Blenheim Girls Bary Mary 
 

Deputy Female  £       84.00  

1886 73 Blenheim Girls Lucas Maude 
 

Assistant Female  £       84.00  

1886 158 Blenheim  Infants  Linton Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       40.00  

1886 158 Blenheim  Infants  Wrigley Mary 
 

Assistant Female  £       40.00  

1886 95 Blenheim Junior Boys Simson Charles 
 

Male Probationer  £       40.00  

1886 73 Blenheim Girls Roberts Caroline 
 

Female Probationer  £       24.00  

1886 158 Blenheim  Infants  Logan Mary 
 

Female Probationer  £       16.00  

Samuel Frederick Mayhew was born in Southwark in 1848, the eldest child (and only 
surviving son) of Samuel Martin Mayhew and Kate nee Burrell. His father was the son of 
a builder, and after initially training as a chemist would enter holy orders at a 
comparatively advanced age and rise to become Vicar of St Paul's Bermondsey, quite an 
impressive achievement. His mother was the daughter of a Scottish land surveyor.  
He was raised in various parts of South West England, as his father slowly moved up 
through the ranks of the clergy. He served some term in the City of London Volunteer 
Corps. He came out, first to Melbourne, in 1869. His father appears to have given him 
letters of introduction but he had different ideas.  



He wrote to George McLean in 1870, living in Wellington at the time, to ask to join the 
Armed Constabulary, as a regular enlisted man. He served some 8 years in the force, never 
gaining promotion but neither (seemingly) causing much trouble either.  
He resigned in 1878, possibly as he had met his future wife (you couldn't marry whilst 
serving in the A.C). In September of that year he married Alice Elmsl(e)y, daughter of 
Otahuhu's doctor, Joseph Elmsly M.D.  
He had been admitted as a probationary teacher after leaving the A.C and had been 
appointed to Stoke's Point. Here he served as Headmaster whilst his wife was sewing 
mistress. He remained here until 1882, the school being renamed Northcote in 1880. He 
was involved heavily in aspects of life at Stoke's Point but toward the end of his tenure he 
also began to appear more and more in court for debts.  
He was transferred to the newly opened "Whau" School (Avondale today). He was given 
quite a send off and seems to have been generally well liked and a good teacher. This was 
not to last.  
He didn't last the year at Whau, leaving owing debts to Auckland merchants and an 
unnamed scandal that forced him to resign.  
He reappeared later that year in Carterton (without his wife), taking temporary charge. He 
remained there through the start of 1883. However things turned sour when he raised 
money with which to supply prizes to the children. It emerged he had raised 20 pounds but 
spent only £6 15s. Mayhew refused to admit any wrongdoing and the Carterton School 
Committee relieved him of his duties.  
He briefly showed up at Okoia (conveniently under a different board from Carterton in the 
Wanganui Education Board), claiming to be from Auckland, no mention of his previous 
role. There were rumours of an appointment to Wanganui Collegiate, which caused the 
Wairarapa Standard to remark: "It is reported by the Carterton Observer that 
Mr Samuel Mayhew the late temporary master of the Carterton school, has received an 
appointment on the staff of the Wanganui College and grammar school. We hardly believe 
the report. Still Wanganui is a sort of Alsatia, by which rogues, vagabonds, and queer 
characters generally naturally gravitate. " It doesn't appear he ever took up the job though. 
Having escaped real punishment by moving boards he was not however appointed 
permanently to Okoia, the committee quickly dispensing of his services, reading in 
between the lines of the newspaper reports it looks like another scandal.  
He shows up later that year in rural Canterbury, being appointed headmaster of Russell's 
Flat school. Charges were brought against him here, namely that on many occasions he 
severely beat the pupils on the head and that he kept them in after the usual hours. He was 
let off due to conflicting testimonies  but told to find another school. However he 
remained here until midway through 1884 when he was appointed to Blenheim as 
Assistant Master. He began teaching night classes in Blenheim immediately after arrival. 
Despite seemingly doing well in Blenheim he applied for the head job at Bridge-Street 
Boys School in Nelson, but he missed out. He did however receive a pay rise at the start of 
1885.  
He was also appointed as Captain, and head, of the Spring Creek (Marlborough) Rifles. 
He again however was the recipient of a complaint, again claiming he severely beat a 
pupil, a boy of 10. Mayhew was reprimanded but received no further punishment, as he 
was considered such a good teacher.  
Continuing his rise in Blenheim society, he was elected a member of the Marlborough 
Racing Club and also attended the Governors dinner when he visited Blenheim.  
In July 1886 however he sent in his resignation to the Board, saying that if his salary 
wasn’t raised from 162 to 200 pounds he would go to New Plymouth, where he had 



received another position. The board reluctantly accepted the resignation, not wanting to 
set a precedent.  
He travelled to New Plymouth where he was appointed second master of the Central 
School, where the real reasons for his hasty departure emerged, and in August he was 
arrested in New Plymouth and charged with embezzlement. It emerged that, whilst serving 
as Captain of the Spring Creek Rifles, he had embezzled some 66 pounds from the 
organization. The news made headlines across the country. It soon also emerged that he 
had embezzled several other sums of money, adding up to almost 150 pounds. He was 
sentenced to 18 months hard labour, although his council argued that under the Volunteer 
Act, as Captain he had sole jurisdiction over the money and how it was spent.  
He appealed this, and the court quashed his conviction, saying he was not a government 
employee and he had no expectation to explain how he spent the money, he acted as a 
trustee for it.  
Having escaped punishment yet again he left NZ for good. Travelling to Sydney. He 
probably taught in some capacity here, but records are scarce. Despite having left the 
country he again appeared in the NZ papers in a scandalous role. This time it was his 
estranged wife Alice applying for divorce in 1897. She told the court that he had deserted 
her after he left Auckland in 1882 and they had not seen each other since. She had taught 
and served as a governess in order to support herself since, he having not given her a 
penny. Mayhew had taken up with multiple women in Sydney and had admitted to the 
court the desertion. He remarried in 1907 to Jessie Torrance, before dying in Sydney in 
1921. 
One of the worst characters we've come across, disappointed I can't find more on his time in 
Sydney, just snippets of his involvement in teaching and local body politics.  

Researched by Grandson Sam 

8th January 1886 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the School Committee took place List night Present Messrs Robinson 
(Chairman). Nosworthy, Healy., and Birch.  
LEAVE OF ABSENCE Letter from  Mr Terry, stating that, as he could not attend at the 
November meeting owing to business engagements, he wished to resign his Chairmanship, and 
ask for leave of absence as a member. Mr Robinson said there was no doubt Mr Terry would 
not come back again but leave of absence ought to be given to him as a matter of course. Leave 
granted accordingly.  
BOARD ELECTION. Letter from Mr Henderson, asking the Committee to support him as a 
candidate for re-election to the Education Board. Held over till the next meeting.  
VISITING COMMITTEE. The Visiting Committee (Messrs Robinson and Nosworthy) 
reported that the Schools were in a satisfactory condition, and that they had authorised certain 
repairs in the porch which were absolutely necessary.  
EXCESSIVE PUNISHMENT Letter from Mr Tucker drawing attention to the complaints made 
against the teacher in charge of the second division of the Boys' School of cruelty to the 
children. Mr Tucker particularly complained of a severe beating administered to his own child, 
a boy of ten, who came home from school with bruises like a jelly. He hoped that the 
Committee would deal with the case in the interests of the school. Letter from Mr Mayhew, to 
whom Mr Tucker's letter had been communicated, stating that the boy was careless, lazy, and 
slovenly. He did not affirm or deny that the boy had received the bruises, because Mr Tucker 
had refused to show them to him, but he stated that he saw the boy playing about on the next 
day. Mr Mayhew went on to explain that he caned the boy, with the intention of punishing him 
tolerably severely, in consequence of repeated disobedience in not doing his lessons. He had 
expressed regret to Mr Tucker if the caning had been too severe, and wished to express regret 



also to the Committee, but he maintained that the boy richly, merited punishment. Mr Robinson 
said that the Visiting Committee, after receiving the complaint, had suspended Mr Mayhew 
from inflicting further punishment. Both Mr Robinson and Mr Nosworthy reported that they 
inspected the boy when the father first complained, and found the bruises to be large and black 
The' boy's copybooks, forwarded by Mr Mayhew, were inspected by the Committee. Mr 
Nosworthy pointed out that however slovenly the books might be, it was home work, and he 
stoutly objected to punishment being inflicted for it. All the members present agreed that the 
punishment was excessive, though they admitted that Mr Mayhew was a very efficient teacher. 
Mr Robinson pointed out the difficulty involved in prohibiting Mr Mayhew from inflicting 
punishment, aa the knowledge of the fact would have a had tendency among the boys. This was 
the first offence brought before the Committee, and it would be a lesson to him. Mr Robinson 
also said that the Committee ought not to take any notice of hearsay statements about other 
acts. of excessive punishment, bat should deal with this case alone. Mr Mayhew had expressed 
regret about the matter, if the punishment was considered to be excessive. Mr Nosworthy 
remarked that had the boy, when the bruises were fresh, been taken to Mr Allen, S.M., there 
would have been a £5 fine inflicted. After some further discussion it was resolved, on the 
motion of Mr Nosworthy, That Mr Mayhew be informed that, in the opinion of this Committee, 
the son of Mr Tucker had been too severely punished, and that such severe punishment must 
not be given. 
VOTES OP THANKS. Votes of thanks were given to the Revs.. T. Grace, J. Crump, and W. O. 
Robb, Examiners Mr Henderson, Chairman and Mr Ewart for the use of the Hall, in connection 
with the prize distribution. ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment :-F. 
C. Litchfield 18s 6d, Wm. Homes 25s 8d, Chandler £2 14s, and Wooster £1  
The meeting then adjourned. 
12th January 1886 The average attendance had considerably increased during the 12 months he 
had been in the Board's service. The present salary was stated to be £140. The roll number was 
101, and the highest attendance had been 85. Mr Parker said that a considerable number of 
children from Blenheim attended the Grove Town School. (Marlborough Education Board 
Meeting) 
20th January 1886 Re-opening.— The Borough schools will re -open on Monday next, the 25th 
inst. Miss Brewster's pupils will also notice that school duties commence on the same date. 
26th January 1886 School Library.— Mr J. P. Lucas, head master of the Borough Schools, is 
taking steps to form a School Library, and he proposes to do so by means of entertainments 
given by the scholars. Both the object and the way in which it is sought to be attained are 
admirable, and we wish Mr Lucas every success. The public will be only too ready to help the 
movement with subscriptions. We understand that the idea is to have a thoroughly good library, 
available for all the Marlborough schools, and that the teachers of the Province are to be invited 
to cooperate 
29th January 1886 School Committee. The monthly meeting of the Borough School Committee 
was held last night. Present Messrs James T. Robinson (chairman), R. W. Parker, W. 
Nosworthy, Ching, Birch, and Healy. The following accounts were passed for payment Card 
and Rabone £1 53 6d, Steer £2, Litchfield and Son Is 7d, Clinch £5 108. Penney and Hegman 
£2 9d, and Chandler £3 6d. Resolved that the Board be asked to enlarge the yard and repair the 
chimney at Mr Lucas' residence. Messrs Henderson and Seymour were nominated as 
candidates for the vacancies on the Board. Mr C. Budge was appointed auditor, his 
remuneration being fixed at £1 Is, subject to confirmation by the Board. The  Chairman 
reported that the schools opened after the Christmas holidays with an attendance of 403, since 



increased to 430. Messrs Healy and Birch were appointed Visiting Committee for the month. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
2nd February 1886 BLENHEIM. The architect was instructed to have the chimneys of the  
teacher’s residence repaired, and to report upon the head master's request that his back yard he 
made larger by taking in a part of the playground. 
Letter from the Chairman of the Blenheim School Committee stating that Mr Lucas, head 
master, wanted the board. to remove the cooking range out of the kitchen as it was out of 
repair, and lie wished to use the kitchen for a washhouse as the kitchen was detached from the 
house. Mr Lambert moved that the work be done at the expense of Mr Lucas. Thai gentleman 
would be asking them next to pay for his frying pan. (Laughter.) It looked as though he wanted 
everything done for him. Several members of Board ridiculed the application, though Major 
Baillie moved that the architect should be instructed to report upon the subject. Ultimately 
permission was granted to Mr Lucas to remove the range, if he wished to do so 
3rd February 1886 An effort is being made by Mr J. P. Lucas, Captain of the Borough School 
Cadets to put 50 of the boys in new uniforms, of which there can be no doubt they stand in 
need. For this excellent purpose Captain Rogers has consented to give a lime-light exhibition of 
new and beautiful views, which, with the assistance of the school children, who are to sing 
several selections, will come off in about a week's time. We understand also that the children, 
under Mr. Lucas' direction, will put a cantata into rehearsal for the same laudable object. 
Battalion Drill.— The Blenheim Rifle? and Borough School Cadets met in Seymour Square 
last night for battalion drill. There was unfortunately not a good  muster of the Rifles, and the 
two Companies into which they were divided for battalion drill were necessarily diminutive. 
Major Baillie commanded Capt. Rogers acted as Senior Major Lieuts. Griffiths and Fowler had 
command of No. 1 Captain Mayhew and Lieut. Watson of No. 2 and Captain Lucas and Lieut. 
Bayley of No. 3, which was composed of the Cadets. The boys acquitted themselves very well, 
but the non-appearance of their officers in uniform somewhat detracted from the military 
success of the spectacle. The evolutions were witnessed by a large number of spectators, the 
general impression being that a, few regular battalion drills will be of great service to our local 
volunteers if they are to figure respectably at Oamaru. At present this kind of drill does not -
seem familiar to them. This was notably the case with' the non-commissioned officers and the 
plan adopted after drill, when Captain Rogers assembled the Sergeants and Corporals and gave 
them some instructions as to company and battalion movements, ought to bear good fruit. 
8th February 1886 The attendance at the -Borough Schools today was 460 —the largest roll 
since the Schools were opened.  Mr Hodgson will inspect the Infant School on Thursday next, 
and the other departments on the 5th, 6th, and 8th of March 
18th February 1886 BOROUGH SCHOOL CONCERT.  
There was a good house in Ewart's Hall last night to enjoy the School concert and Limelight 
views given in aid of the Cadets' Uniform Fund. The following was the programme of the 
concert Chorus, "Come brothers tune the lay; song, ’Tis  but a little Faded Flower," Miss J. 
Simson duet "Cat and Dog Life," Miss F. Watson and S. Hodson song, The Twins," Master C. 
Chittenden; song, Mill May," Miss L. Falconer duet, "On the Blue Wave," Master H. and Miss 
E Crump; song, "Oh Sophia," Master C. Carter; duet, "Friendship," Misses Falconer and 
Simpson song, "The very worst girl in the School," Miss A. Mason trio, Halt for the Bugle 
Sound son?, "Dr Quack," Master A. Robinson chorus. Drink to me only with thine eyes."  
The three duets wore much appreciated, arid in the v Blue Wave Miss E. and Master H. Crump 
proved themselves to be quite acquisitions to the vocal talent of the place. Little Carter got a 
deserved encore for his song “O Sophia," and A. Robinson brought down the house with his 



amusing and clever version of "Dr Quack" in character. All the songs and choruses were 
capitally rendered, and the trio "Halt for the bugle sound” was given an astonishingly correct 
time and tune. Mr J. P. Lucas is to be congratulated on the confidence and success which the 
little singers have attained under his tuition..  
The second part of the programme consisted of limelight views of Westminster Abbey, 
Canterbury Cathedral, Isle of Wight, statuary and comic scenes, exhibited by Mr Rogers. Most 
of them were quite new to Blenheim, and many were very beautiful. Need we say that the 
audience was greatly delighted. The pecuniary result of the entertainment will, we trust, be 
satisfactory to the Uniform Fund.  
2nd March 1886 BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Resolved, on the motion of Mr Lambert, that tenders 
be called for shifting the fence so as to increase the back yard of the teacher's residence, and 
that permission be given to Mr Lucas to remove the range at his own expense 
5th March 1886 In the Market Place the scene was very brilliant when the procession came to a 
halt, and the signs of vantage were the top of the Bank of New Zealand the upstairs windows of 
Mr W. B. Girling's shop, and the windows of the Government Buildings. The procession drew 
up in front of the main entrance to the buildings, where 610 children, 470 of whom were from 
the Borough Schools, and 140 from the Catholic Schools were assembled. No prettier sight 
could have greeted His Excellency's eyes than this pretty parterre of little ones, gay with 
colored dresses, smiling faces, little flags, and two banners bearing the inscriptions God Save 
the Queen" and Welcome to Blenheim." The worthy Chairman of the School Committee, Mr 
James T. Robinson, must have had his heart gladdened to see such a crowd of little ones around 
him. The banners were painted by Mr Prince, and looked very well. As the Governor drove up 
to the steps of the building the Borough School children, led by their teachers, sang a verse of 
the National Anthem, His Excellency being visibly touched by this tiny tribute of respect and 
loyalty. Then came forward a very little girl, Miss Jennie Falconer, who handed to. His 
Excellency a splendid bouquet (made by Miss Norgrove)for presentation to Lady Jervois. His 
Excellency warmly thanked the pretty, little tot for her gift. 
6th April 1886 PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL. Letter from the Blenheim School Committee, 
forwarding copy of resolution requesting the Board to erect a new school at Springlands and 
form that locality into a new school district 
6th April 19886 Inspector’s Report included 
BLENHEIM BOYS AND GIRLS (UPPER.) 1. Mr. Lucas; assistant, Miss Bary. Present, 50 on 
roll, 50. The organisation here has been further improved by placing the girls who take up the 
two highest Standards under the exclusive control of the Head Master. The results of this year's 
examination have fully justified this reform, the girls in these two classes, who did so badly last 
year, having now acquitted themselves at least as well as the boys. There was not a single 
failure in the school. In Arithmetic, every scholar solved correctly every question set, a feat to 
which I can recollect no precedent. The Letter-writing was also unusually well done. 
BLENHEIM BOYS (LOWER DIVISION.) Mr. Mayhew; Mr. McCullum. Present, 102; on 
roll. 110. This division may be fairly described as thoroughly well taught, and well disciplined. 
With one exception, every scholar who was presented got a pass, the work being so even in 
every subject that only four boys failed to make a. full pass. It. is worth recording that, with 
precisely similar classes, and somewhat larger numbers to deal with, two teachers here contrive 
to do— and to do well— what in apparently found almost too much for three teachers in the 
adjoining girls’ school.  
BLENHEIM GIRLS (LOWER) Miss Harding; assistants, Miss Lucas and Miss Wrigley. 
Present. 98: on roll, 104. The work here was again very unequal. Those who took up the 



Second and Third Standards acquitted themselves exceedingly well in every respect. There 
were no failures; moreover every .scholar in the Third, and all but one in the Second Standard 
succeeded in getting a full pass in all the subjects taken up. The Fourth Standard candidates -
were less successful. Eight out of the twenty-nine failed, most of them badly. Only nine made a 
full pass. The rest barely getting through. The Arithmetic, Letter- writing, Geography, and 
History were all of poor quality, the Reading, which was excellent, being the one redeeming 
feature in this class. The Needlework, so far as I could judge, was neatly done, and in strict 
accordance with the requirements of the Regulations. 
6th April 1886 BLENHEIM JUNIORS. Miss Crawford assistants, Miss Stratford and two pupil 
teachers. Present, 218 on roll, 274. Although there were no failures among the sixty-eight 
scholars who attempted the First Standard, I was by no means satisfied with either the Reading 
or the Spelling of a large proportion of those who passed, many of whom possessed barely the 
requisite minimum of attainments. Few seemed to know the use of stops, still fewer could read 
with any approach in  fluency a passage which they must have frequently read during the year. 
The over-crowded state of the rooms is still a serious hindrance to the well-being of this school. 
10th April THE BOROUGH SCHOOL REPORT.  
To the Editor. Sir, Would you kindly insert the few following remarks with regard to the recent 
school examination Mr Hodgson says that there were 50 on the roll, and 50 examined "—such 
was actually the case. As to young Farmar (a bright little boy who could have passed his 
examination with ease), his name was not on the school registers at the time of examination. I 
may state that teachers have a column to fill in in their registers at the end of every week, 
called Weekly Roll number," and they have also instructions to purge the roll of all useless 
names in this column. Sometime previous to the examination enquiries were made as to the 
cause of Farmar's absence, and his name was removed from the register in February. Mr 
Hodgson, however, was only responsible that the number of names on the schedules presented 
to him should agree with the "weekly roll number" at the date of examination, which they did. 
As an illustration of the manner in which the weekly roll number" may fluctuate, this column 
in the 5th and 6th Standards of the Borough School has ranged from a maximum of 52 to a 
minimum of ,34 during the past quarter. With reference to passing a second or third time in the 
6th Standard, there is unfortunately no 7th Standard, and there is all the more credit to a boy to 
have passed the 6th Standard as young that he is legally qualified, by being under school age, 
to remain at school, and therefore must necessarily be presented again for examination and of 
the four pupils presented at the late examination, who had previously passed the sixth standard 
there was just one, who had reached the age of fifteen years, and that one was fifteen in 
January, the date at which the Marlborough teachers were instructed to calculate the ages. 
Yours, John P. Lucas.  
 
20th April 1886 BOROUGH SCHOOLS.  
[To the Editor oi the Express.] Sir, Owing to Several unavoidable circumstances I did not see 
Mr Lucas’s reply to the letter of a School Boy," in your issue of the 10th instant, until 
yesterday. However, I trust, though so late, you will kindly give me space to say a few words. 
Mr Lucas, quoting from Mr Hodgson, says that there were 50 on the roll and 50 examined." If 
such was the case then the pupils presented at the late examination, who had previously passed 
the 6th Standard, must have counted as having passed in order for Mr Lucas to have gained his 
high percentage. Now the Education Act, reprinted in December, 1878, says, Section VIII, Par. 
2, "At every Standard examination of a public school all scholars in fair attendance shall be 
expected to pass one Standard. No scholar shall be examined in a Standard which he has 
already passed." And the Regulations published in 1885 says, Regulation 4 For the purposes of 
inspection and examination, but not necessarily for purposes of instruction, the pupils of every 



public school shall be divided into Standard classes as follows The preparatory class shall 
include all pupils below Class 1 and so on to Class  6. Class 7 shall include all pupils that have 
passed the Standard and may be called Standard 7. And Regulation 7 says, In order to obtain a 
pass a pupil must be present in class during the examination in the class subjects for a Standard 
which he has not already passed." From these extracts it is evident the framers of the Act do 
not agree with Mr Lucas in considering it creditable to a boy to pass the same Standard several 
times. How can Mr Lucas say "there is unfortunately, no 7th  Standard," or that a boy is legally 
qualified, by being under school age, to remain at school, and, therefore, must necessarily be 
presented for examination?" Or how can Mr Hodgson, in the face of a such flagrant departure 
from the Regulations, give Mr Lucas so flattering a report At least, Sir, some remark should 
have been made in the report about the boys who had previously passed the 6th Standard for, as 
the report now reads, many parents, under the impression that the Inspector was carrying out 
the Regulations by making an "Annual return showing the number of children who have passed 
from a lower to a higher Standard in the year," believe that 50 children were presented and 
passed from a lower to a higher Standard. I am, &0., A School Boy's Parent. Blenheim, April 
19, 1886.  
28th April 1886 SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS.  
BLENHEIM. The annual meeting of householders in the School District of Blenheim, for the 
election of a Committee for the ensuing year, was held in the Borough Schools last night. 
There was a small attendance, only about fifty persona being present. The chair was taken by 
Mr Greg. Henderson, who in a few remarks called upon the Chairman of' the retiring 
Committee (Mr. Jas. T. Robinson), who read the report and balance sheet as follows "four 
Committee in presenting their annual report are pleased to state that the time of the annual, 
election has been altered, and they are of opinion that this alteration will be beneficial to all 
concerned. They are also pleased to state that the attempt to wipe out the method of cumulative 
voting proved unsuccessful. When you were pleased to elect your Committee, Mr Terry was 
chosen as Chairman, and, when he  left this Colony the Committee elected Mr James T. 
Robinson, who has long served the town in the capacity of a committeeman, as his. successor. 
The Committee have paid periodical visits in turns to the schools during the term of office, and 
have always found them working satisfactorily, and the teachers in accord with one another. 
The examination has lately taken place, and the result is highly satisfactory except that of the 
girls in the 4th Standard, under Miss Harding, in which not so many passed as in the other parts 
of the school. The 5th and 6th Standards of girls were taught by Mr Lucas during the whole 
year; ,the change was suggested by Mr. Lucas immediately after the examination in 1885, and 
approved by the Committee. The Board were at one time inclined to have a school for infants 
and the First Standard in the eastern part of the Borough, but your Committee did not agree 
thereto, feeling that what is most wanted is an upper separate school for girls under a 
competent head mistress. Some of the householders of that part of the Omaka district 
immediately west of the  town are agitating for a school, and your Committee are of opinion, 
from the numbers who will attend the school, if opened, that it would be better that it should be 
a separate school district, and have so recommended, but we leave it to our successors to settle 
the matter. The school grounds require draining; the Committee have requested the Board to 
have this done, and they  have promised to attend to the  matter. As the school grounds are very 
small for  so large a school all the available land .The next portion was obliterated by an ink 
splosh 
 On the motion of Mr Jelly man, seconded by Mr Register, the report and balance sheet were 
adopted. It was explained that at' present there were only six members on the Committee, Mr 
Terry having left the district. The election of the new Committee was then proceeded with, the 
Chairman (Mr Henderson) acting as Returning Officer. Mr McArtney proposed, and Mr 
Derbyshire seconded, the nomination of the six retiring members, Messrs James T. Robinson, 



Parker, Healy, Nosworthy, Birch, and Ching. Messrs H. Jellyman, Renfrew, Macey, and 
Falconer were also nominated. After a short delay, the necessary ballot papers were obtained, 
and the voting was proceeded with until 10 o’clock, when the poll closed, with the following 
result James T. Robinson 109 W. H. Macey 99 H. Jellyman 70 W. S. Falconer 62 Wm 
Nosworthy 58 P. N. Birch 58 M. Healy 51 J. Renfrew 51 W .B. Parker 41 W. Ching 40. Messrs 
Healy and Renfrew palling the same number of votes, the Returning Officer gave his casting 
vote to Mr Healy, and declared the following gentlemen elected Messrs Robinson, Macey, 
Jellyman, Falconer, Nosworthy, Birch and Healy. The successful candidates briefly thanked the 
householders, for their election, and a vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 
proceedings. At a meeting of the new Committee, Mr Robinson was unanimously elected 
Chairman.  
30th April 1886 SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee took place last night. Present Messrs 
James T. Robinson (Chairman) Nosworthy, Healy, Falconer, Stacey, Jellyman and Birch. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
SPRINGLANDS, The Committee considered the letter from the Education Board asking what 
would be the best site for a school at Springlands and what would be the cost of the land and 
the probable attendance. Mr Healy moved that a Sub-Committee consisting of the Chairman 
and Messrs Nosworthy  and Falconer be appointed to gather the required information, to 
submit it to another Committee .meeting on Monday evening next. Mr Jellyman seconded the 
motion pro forma, though he thought it was a matter that should not be left to a small 
Subcommittee. Mr Healy pointed out the advantages of small Committees in acquiring 
information and reporting afterwards. At the request of Mr Falconer, who thought that the older 
members knew more about the matter, Mr Birch's name was substituted for his own in the 
proposed Sub-Committee. The Chairman urged the importance of dealing with the subject 
before the Board meeting on Tuesday next. Mr Falconer hoped the question would not be settle 
with undue haste. Mr Healy said the Springlands people would only be too happy to afford all 
information. Mr Nosworthy was  not surprised at the Springlands people wishing to have  a 
school, for they were at present paying the cost of one for their own children. Besides tint', it 
would relieve the present overcrowded lower standards of the Borough schools. After some 
further discussion, in the course of which it was generally admitted that the Springlands settlers 
ought to form a Committee of their own, Mr Healy's motion was put and carried unanimously.  
ACCOUNT. Mr Chandlers account, £3 16s, was passed for payment.  
MONTHLY MEETINGS. Resolved, That the Committee meetings be held on the Thursday 
prior to the Board meetings, at 7.30 o'clock. A proposal to meet at 7 o'clock was rejected by the 
casting vote of the Chairman.  
GIRL'S SCHOOL. The Chairman brought to the notice of the Committee the Inspector’s 
unfavorable report upon the 4th Standard girls, taught by Miss Harding. He (the Chairman) ha-
heard that Miss Harding was of opinion that she had been unfairly treated by the Inspector and 
that Mr Lucas was trying to jump upon her. Under those circumstances, and as Miss Harding 
had been thoroughly tried and found wanting for two years in succession, he begged to move 
that Miss Harding and Mr Lucas be written to for an explanation. For his own part he did not 
consider Miss  Harding a suitable teacher, and he instanced the tuition given to his own girls. 
At any rate, as girls were leaving and going to the Catholic School, and as Miss Harding’s class 
was the only badly taught one .in the whole of the schools, it was the duty of the new 
Committee to deal with the matter. Miss Harding had no reason to say that, she had been 
unfairly treated, for the old Committee had screened her for twelve months.  
Mr Healy seconded the motion, although' he hoped that Miss Harding's explanation would be 
satisfactory. But  there was no disguising the fact. that the Inspector's reports for two years- had 



been unfavorable, while the pupil teachers,- with a larger proportion of children to teach, 
passed practically everyone.  
Mr Birch certainly thought there was something wrong somewhere, and Miss Harding mast be 
called upon for a full explanation. The Committee might- also ago certain, at the same time, 
how it was that Mr Lucas passed such a surprisingly large proportion.  
The Chairman said that there was a probability of all the pupil teachers leaving , and if Miss 
Harding was an incompetent teacher though she had the large salary of £160— the Schools 
would be in a serious position.  
Mr Jellyman had no objection to calling upon her for an explanation, though he warned the 
Committee that the result might be different to what they expected. In his opinion the whole 
trouble had arisen through jealousy between Mr Lucas and Miss Harding, since the latter had 
been put under the former, and he thought it likely that it would be found that children 
insufficiently taught had been put up into Miss Harding’s Standard,, and had occupied a great 
part of her time. Until the unpleasant feeling between Miss Harding and Mr Lucas arose the 
former always got complimentary. Reports from the Inspector.  
The Chairman said that no child was ever put up into her Standard who had not passed the 
proper routine,  
Mr Jellyman went on to say that it was unfair to Miss Harding that children who had barely 
passed the third Standard should be put up into her class.  
Mr Birch agreed with Mr Jellyman that the children, having passed by the skin of their teeth, 
might be badly grounded, and three parts of Miss Harding's time might be taken up in properly 
instructing them. But be supposed it would all come out in her explanation.  
Mr Falconer contended that the whole mischief was due to Mr Lucas having been made by the 
old Committees  into head master of all the schools, find Miss Harding into a mere subordinate. 
Mr Birch It was a big mistake.  
Mr Falconer said that Miss Harding would never have got these had reports from the Inspector, 
had she (and not Mr Lucas) had charge of the other teachers in the same school. The Chairman 
said that' Mr Lucas was appointed head teacher of all the schools, and was actually treated as 
such, until the old committee of which Mr Falconer and Mr Purser were members —altered the 
arrangement. Mr Birch thought; that had Mr Lucas contented himself with being a nominal 
head, there would have been no trouble.  
The Chairman said that Mr Lucas never interfered with Miss Harding. But it was necessary. to 
have the matter investigate in consequence of Miss Harding's unladylike complaints to private 
members of the Committee.  
Mr Birch admitted that Miss Harding had spoken to him on the subject, but she added that she 
would write a letter to the Committee.  
The Chairman That's what she ought to have done.  
Mr Jellyman contended that it was a mistake to place the girls and boys under Mr Lucas, and 
that one result of it— so many parents believed— was undue mixing of the sexes in the 
playground and elsewhere.  
The Chairman said Mr Jellyman was under a grave mistake. Aa for Miss. Harding's former 
good report from the Inspector, it was for part of a year during which she simply took up the 
work of the Macklin's. He quite agreed that there ought to be a separate girl's school, and the 
retiring Committed had so recommended. But, if so, there must be a proper head teacher. 
Speaking as the parent of girls himself, he would be quite content with full enquiry.  
Mr Birch asked if this Committee had power to work the schools to the best advantage 
The Chairman said that they could recommend any particular course to the Board, in whom 
was vested the appointment and dismissal of teachers.  
The motion calling upon Miss Harding for a thorough explanation, and Mr Lucas for a full 
report upon the matter, was out and carried unanimously.  



Mr Healy hoped the investigation would be thorough, for, as the Inspector's Report stood, it 
was a disgrace to the schools.  
It was understood that the explanation and report should be forthcoming at the next ordinary 
monthly meeting.  
DRAINAGE  AND FENCING. Resolved, on the motion of Mr Jellyman, that the attention of 
the Board be called to the urgent necessity of draining the school grounds at once, and of 
fencing in the piece of ground recently acquired by the Board from the Railway Department , 
so as to enlarge the Girls' playground.  
HOLIDAYS. The Chairman said that, at the next monthly meeting he should ask the 
Committee to fix some definite system of holidays, as there were many complaints about the 
present system. After some conversation on the holiday question, several members being of 
opinion that far too many were given at the Borough Schools, the meeting adjourned until 
seven o'clock on Monday evening.  
4th May 1886  Letter from the Blenheim School Committee conveying resolution 
recommending the purchase of a site for a school at Springlands offered by Mr Wm. Sinclair, 
and  also conveying Mr Batty's offer of a site with a house upon it. The general opinion of the 
Board was that neither of those sites was sufficiently central, having regard to the probable 
growth of population in the old Renwick Road, Mr Lambert urged that Springlands should be 
formed into a separate school district, and a Committee be elected, before the question of site 
was settled 
The Blenheim Committee had asked the Board to relieve them of the charge of the Springlands 
district. Mr Henderson opposed the Springlands settlers being allowed to form a separate 
district. It would be far better to make the school a side school to Blenheim, so that Blenheim, 
could have tall control of it.  
Mr Lambert took a different view, he thought the Springlands people should be left.to manage 
their own affairs.  
Mr Henderson remarked that they had already the right to vote at the election of the Blenheim 
Committee.  
Mr Parker pointed out that no new School district could be appointed to the end of the 
year……………. 
After some further discussion it was unanimously resolved that the Blenheim School 
Committee be thanked for their report that the Board is willing to take steps for the formation 
of a new school district provided the householders take the proper steps under the Act; add that 
meantime the question of site remain in abeyance. On the motion o£ Mr Parker, seconded by 
Major Baillie, it was unanimously resolved that the school at Springlands be made an aided 
school from the 1st of April. BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Letter from the School Committee 
asking the Board to execute some draining, levelling, and fencing at the school grounds. 
Referred to the architect for a report. 
OBJECTING TO ELECTION. Mr John Renfrew wrote objecting to the validity of the 
Borough School Committee election, on the ground that the Returning Officer ought to have 
recorded seven votes in cases where every name but his own was struck out of the ballot paper 
and that Mr William Nosworthy, one of the candidates, acted as poll clerk and scrutineer. Mr 
Henderson said that it had been fully explained to the householders' meeting that every 
householder must be careful to put in figures the number of votes he intended to give for each 
candidate, and that, therefore, if a person wished to plump for a candidate it was not sufficient 
to merely leave his name in, but the number of votes intended to be given to him must be stated 
opposite the name. Plain instructions to that effect were printed at the foot of the ballot paper. 
Mr Nosworthy was not a hired poll clerk, but simply volunteered to assist in taking down the 
names. Mr Parker said that Mr Renfrew had another complaint. Voting papers had been 



received in which the figure seven had been put opposite one of the names, and none of the 
names struck out, Mr Renfrew complained that seven votes had been recorded in such cases. 
Mr Henderson said that in such a case it was clear that the voter intended to give seven vote 3 
to one man. On the motion of Mr Hutcheson it was unanimously resolved that as the election 
appeared to have been conducted as usual and in accordance with the Act, the Board considers 
the election complete 
22nd May 1886 Special meeting of the Borough School Committee was held last night. Present: 
Messrs James T. Robinson (chairman), Nosworthy, Birch, Falconer, Jellyman, and Macey. The 
Committee considered the request of the Springlands householders —that a teacher from the 
Borough School should be appointed to carry on the temporary school at Springlands to 
prevent its being closed. On the motion of Mr Falconer, it was resolved that the request be 
granted, and that Mr Lucas be requested to send one of the female pupil teacher?, subject to the 
approval of the Board. The Chairman said that there was every hope that the school at 
Springlands would be reopened on. Tuesday. With regard to the householders' request for 
certain school furniture the Chairman said he had ascertained from the Secretary of the Board 
that there would be no difficulty in the householders getting it at once. On the motion of Mr 
Birch a formal resolution was passed, asking the Board to properly furnish the school . The 
request of the householders that Messrs. Litchfield, Bartlett, and Batty be recognised as a Sub-
Committee to manage the Springlands school was accede to the Committee auctioned the  
action of the Chairman in temporarily allowing Mr. Hefferman the use of the schoolroom for a 
French class. The Committee then adjourned till the ordinary meeting night in Thursday next.  
28th May 1886 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
EXTRAORDINARY PROCEEDINGS. THE CHAIRMAN CENSURED. The usual monthly 
meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. Present Messrs James T. 
Robinson (Chairman), Falconer, Birch, Macey, Jellyman, Nosworthy, and Mealy. girls' school. 
A letter was handed in by Mr Nosworthy from Miss Harding, in reply to the request of the 
Committee for an explanation of the bad report received by her in the girls' department. The 
Chairman (putting the letter in his pocket) said that, as she had not sent it through the head 
teacher as he had ordered her to do, he would not receive it, and no power on earth and no 
resolution of the Committee should make him do so. He read the letter he sent to Miss Harding, 
enclosing a copy of the resolution passed at the last meeting of the Committee, and requiring 
had to send the reply through the  Head Muster. Mr Falconer protested against the Chairman 
usurping such functions. The Committee had called upon Miss Harding for an explanation, and 
the Chairman had no right to order Miss Harding to send it through the Head Master. The 
resolution of the Committee was that both Mr Lucas and Miss Harding were to send in 
explanations at the same time to the present meeting. He moved that Miss Harding's letter be 
read. Mr Jellyman seconded the motion,  
The Chairman declined to put the resolution to the vote No power on earth should induce him 
to read the letter;, as Miss Harding had disobeyed his orders. It had been decided long ago, 
both by the  Committee  and the Board, that Mr Lucas was head master, and that Miss 
Harding's communications must be sent through him,  
Mr Falconer said that that question was not before the Committee. The Chairman had exceeded 
the instructions given him by the Committee.  
The Chairman :Never mind. Pass a vote of censure on me if you like, but I shan't read the 
letter. Miss Harding mustn’t disobey my orders. 
Messrs Healy and Birch protested against 'the Chairman's Conduct, and urged that the letter 
should be laid on the table or read.  



The Chairman (who still kept the letter in his pocket) positively refused either to read it, or to 
put Mr Falconer's resolution, he was willing to send the letter back to Miss Harding, if the 
Committee wished it.  
Mr Jellyman denounced Mr Robinson's conduct as neither more nor less than stealing Miss 
Harding's letter. He had acted entirely beyond his instructions in ordering her to send it through 
Mr Lucas.  
The Chairman repeated his refusal. He stood on the dignity of the chair. They could censure 
him if they liked.  
Mr Birch pointed out the monstrous character of the proposal that Miss Harding should send 
her letter through Mr Lucas, when both of them had been called upon for explanations at the 
same meeting. He thought that it was high time the Chairman resigned, if he would neither read 
Miss Harding's letter nor put the resolution. There was nothing for the Committee but to 
adjourn.  
Mr Healy made a final appeal to the Chairman. The Committee never intended that the letter 
should be sent through Mr Lucas, and their resolution said nothing on the subject.  
Mr Falconer said that, as Mr Robinson defied the Committee, there was nothing to do but 
adjourn and put the matter before the householders.  
The Chairman You can do that if you like.  
Mr Jellyman proposed, That this Committee has no confidence in Mr Robinson as Chairman. 
Mr Birch regretted the necessity for such a motion. He had always had confidence in Mr 
Robinson until now. He would prefer that Mr Robinson should return the letter to Miss 
Harding, and should do so in someone else's presence.  
The Chairman said he would do that.  
Mr Falconer suggested that a resolution should be passed authorising Miss Harding to send her 
letter direct to the Committee and not through Mr Lucas.  
Mr Healy asked what was the advantage of her sending it through Mr Lucas.  
The Chairman said it was to maintain the principle that she was a subordinate to Mr Lucas, and 
to carry out the former decisions of the Committee and the Board. He should flatly decline to 
accept any resolution authorising Miss Harding to send her letter direct. He would not agree to 
her sending it except through Mr Lucas.  
Mr Falconer protested against those old questions being revived. The Chairman's duty was to 
act upon the Committee's instructions.  
Mr Jellyman said it was clear what was the Chairman's motive. He wished Mr Lucas to see 
Miss Harding's letter first, on the principle that a party to a law case would like to see his 
opponent's evidence before he went into Court.  
The Chairman resented such an imputation,  
Mr Falconer said that Mr Robinson's conduct had brought on a deadlock. He would put no 
resolution to the Committee, and it could not go on.  
Mr Jellyman's motion of no-confidence was put Ayes (2), Messrs Healy and Jellyman. Noes 
(3), Messrs Nosworthy, Healy and Birch. Mr Falconer declined to vote. The motion was lost. 
Mr Nosworthy, notwithstanding that he had voted in favor of confidence in the Chairman, 
declined to go on with any further, business unless the Chairman read Miss Harding's letter. 
The Chairman remarked that he had got Mr Lucas' letter of explanation but had not opened it 
yet. There were other letters to come before the meeting.  
Mr Jellyman and other members indignantly protested against Mr Robinson defying the 
Committee, and declined to go on unless he read the letter.  
Mr Falconer presumed the Chairman would give the letter up to Miss Harding.  
The Chairman Oh You can take my word for that  
Mr Jellyman suggested that Mr Robinson should give the letter back to Mr Nosworthy who 
brought it in.  



The Chairman said he would take advice and call the meeting together on Monday, night. Mr 
Jellyman And 'then the Chairman will defy us just the same as he has done to-night.  
The Chairman Why, your resolution of no-confidence has been rejected.  
Mr Jellyman But it was really a triumph for your opponents, and would have been carried if 
members had had the courage of their opinions.  
The Chairman I tell you, gentlemen, I will neither read the letter, nor take any resolution 
directing Miss Harding to send it direct. As long as I am Chairman, she will have to obey me. 
Several members urged the Chairman to return Miss Harding's letter to Mr Nosworthy, who 
brought it to the meeting, but Mr Robinson did not do so, remarking that he would take 
opinions upon it.  
Mr Birch moved, and Mr Falconer seconded, That Mr Robinson, in requiring Miss Harding to 
send her letter through Mr Lucas, had exceeded his powers as Chairman!"  
The  motion was carried by 5 to 2, the noes being Messrs Macey and Robinson. On the motion 
of the Chairman the meeting adjourned till Thursday next.  
The Chairman repeated that he should take advice.  
Mr Falconer asked what on earth the Committee  had to do with the Chairman taking advice  
The Chairman We will see about that.  
Mr Robinson then returned Miss Harding's letter to Mr Nosworthy and the proceedings 
terminated.  
1st June 1886 Letter from the Blenheim School Committee, asking- the Board to confirm the 
appointment of Miss Stratford as teacher of the Springlands School, and to supply it with maps, 
desks, table, and chair. On the motion of Mr Paul, the appointment of Miss Stratford was 
confirmed, and it was resolved to supply the necessary furniture 
BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Mr Douslin's estimate for filling, levelling, fencing, and draining the 
Borough School grounds was considered. Held over till the next meeting, in consequence of 
the state of the Board's funds, the members to inspect the ground in the meantime. 
4th June 1886 We understand that Mr Lucas, Head Master of the Borough Schools, has written 
to the Education Board, demanding an enquiry into the truth of the charges brought against him 
by Miss Harding, and into the question of the relative status of Miss Harding and himself in the 
schools. 
School Committee. The two vacancies on the Borough School Committee occasioned by the 
resignation of Messrs Robinson and Macey must be filled np, pursuant to the Education Act, by 
the Committee themselves. It is entirely at their discretion whom they shall appoint but the 
usual and most proper course would be to take the names of the two defeated candidates 
highest on the poll at the Meeting of Householders. In this case they would be Messrs Renfrew 
and Parker, 
4th June 1886 An adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. 
Present Messrs Healy, Birch, Jellyman, Falconer, arid Macey. In the absence of Mr Robinson, 
on the motion of Mr. Macey: seconded by Mr Birch, Mr Healy was voted to the chair. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, with some amendments. 
RESIGNATION OF THE CHAIRMAN^ The following letter was read from Mr James T. 
Robinson. I beg to tender my realisation as Chairman and as a member of the Blenheim School 
Committee for the following reasons The teachers are the servants of the Board, their 
appointment and dismissal rests with the Board, the Committee are merely consulted that is all. 
In May and June 1884 the then Committee placed itself in a false position with the Board in 
reference to the status of the teachers at the Borough schools. There were letters and 
resolutions without end and ultimately a deputation. The result was that on the 3rd of June 
1884 the Board resolved, (1) That the head master was always intended to be, and always has 
been, in charge of the whole of the Blenheim School, having the supervision of all the children 



and teachers, And hiring also the entire premises' under his care. (2) That the present head 
master was appointed by the Board exactly on the same understanding. .(3) That the Board 
sustains the present head master in the full position to which he. was appointed, feeling bound 
not to break faith with him and being fully persuaded that the interests of the schools are best 
served by having one head master in charge of the whole. This was the decision of the Board 
on the vexed question of status between Miss Harding and Mr Lucas, and in my opinion that 
settled the matter finally. The Board, the employer, settled the respective positions of the two 
teachers, their employees. Because the then Committee and its then Chairman, were foolish 
enough to pass a resolution and write to Miss Harding that the Committee considered her head 
mistress, when the Board had decided that she was not, is no reason that I should make a fool 
of myself by considering likewise. I do not "consider" anything of the kind, and both as a 
parent with children attending the schools, and as a member of the Committee, elected at the 
head of the poll by other parents similarly situated, at once set my face against Miss Harding 
insubordination I can .use no other term.  
The Board has settled Miss Harding's status; she is their servant, and it is ridiculous of the 
Committee to try and unsettle it, by giving her notions to look to them and not to the Board. It 
has been tried before. The powers of the Committee are simply to recommend, and in June, 
1884, they exceeded their powers and tried to do more than recommend. They were deservedly 
snubbed for their pains. Miss Harding's action at the last meeting is one of insubordination to 
the Board, whose servant she is, for as your Chairman I requested her to send her 
communication through the Head Master —the proper channel— and in not doing so she was 
guilty of an act of insubordination towards you, who elected me. You supported Miss Harding 
in this at the meeting and I refused to read her letter. If you choose to stultify yourselves by 
asking your Chairman to read a letter which ought not to be read, and which should, in order to 
be tread, have come before the Committee in another way and also by placing yourselves and 
Miss Harding in a false and untenable position with her employer, the Board, that is a good 
reason for Miss Harding to say “Save me from my friends," but no reason why I should do as 
you wish to stultify myself. In my opinion her insubordination is even a graver matter than 
Miss Harding's competence or incompetence, questions which are now at issue. Some of you 
argue that Miss Harding ought not to be asked to send her reasons for showing that she is 
competent through the Head Master, as he is an interested party. I fail to see this argument or if 
she is incompetent the Head Master cannot prove that she is more than that; and if she is 
competent, anything he can say or do will not alter or detract from the reasons she may be able 
to advance to the Committee and the return upon which she has been asked to explain has been 
published, and in a measure speaks for itself. However, the real question in my mind is Miss 
Harding's insubordination, of which you approve. I do not approve of it, and therefore tender 
my resignation. I can only conclude by saying with the Board, "I am fully persuaded that the 
interests of the schools are best served by having one Head Master in charge of the whole. It is 
my earnest wish that after deliberation you may be able to see this matter in its proper light, not 
only for the sake of the teachers, but more especially for those taught.  
Moved by Mr Jellyman, That Mr Robinson's resignation be accepted. Carried, Mr Macey alone 
dissenting.  
ANOTHER RESIGNATION. Mr Macey then wrote out his resignation as a Committeeman, 
and left the room.  
Resolved, That the resignation be considered at the next meeting.  
ASSISTANT MASTER. Letter from Mr Mayhew, asking the Committee to favorably 
recommend his application to the Board for an increase of his present salary of £162.  
Letter from Mr Lucas, Head Master, hoping that the  Committee would acct.de to the request. 
Resolved, That Mr May how a letter be forwarded to the Board.  



THIRD MASTER. Letter from Mr Robert McCallum resigning his appointment from the end 
of the present month, he hiving obtained another appointment at Napier. Resolved, on the 
motion of Mr Falconer, seconded by Mr Birch, That Mr McCullum’s resignation be  accepted, 
and tint the Committee express their satisfaction with his past services.  
GIRL'S DEPARTMENT. Letter from Mr Lucas, in reply to the resolution of the Committee, 
calling on him for a report upon the reason why a bad report had been given by the Inspector in 
Miss Harding's department. Mr Lucas stated that from examinations he himself had made 
during the past year both he  and Miss Harding were fully aware what the result of Mr 
Hodson's inspection' would be. The reason was that Miss Harding's methods of teaching were 
of too primitive a nature to keep pace with New Zealand requirements. He regretted to have to 
thus speak of a fellow teacher. He added that Miss Harding herself expressed to the Inspector 
her satisfaction at the results of the examination. He enclosed, a copy of a letter written to her 
in April last, telling her that she had better give up teaching the 4th Standard, as it did, not suit 
her, and the. change would be for her own good.  
The following letter was also received from Miss Harding, dated 27th May:— "I regret 
extremely in showing to the Committee the-reason of so many failures in the IV. Standard 
girls, that I am obliged to' make accusations against others. The reasons that the IV. Standard 
girls failed this year and last are 1st. That Miss Lucas was an incompetent teacher, 
uncertificated, and without experience when she succeeded Miss Macklin in January, 1883. 
The consequence was that the children were imperfectly grounded in their Work while in the. 
lower standards and when they wore drafted into the IV. Standard, in 1884 and 1885, I had to 
devote the chief part of the first three months to the perfecting of their old work. 2nd. Although 
they were imperfectly taught, yet they passed their respective Standards. And why Because Mr 
Lucas helped them through at both the examinations in 1883 and 1884, by erasing wrong 
figures in their sums and supplying correct ones. I can give the name of a child who says he 
worked three sum for her, and also of one who saw him do it. Now, although arithmetic is 
acknowledged to be the meat difficult subject for young children to pass, a reference to the 
schedules for 1885 show that in the II. Standard of 33 children examined there was only one 
failure in that subject, and in the III Standard, of the same year, out of 34 children there were 
only four failures. In 1884, Standard II. with 36 children, and Standard III with 22 children, 
passed without one failure in arithmetic.  
In March of last year, I prepared a letter for the Committee, to exculpate myself respecting the 
had failures of the IV. Standard of that year. Mr Lucas having become acquainted with my 
intention, came to my lodgings and threatened me that, "if I wrote a word against his sister's 
teaching, he would go for me." I reconsidered the matter, and refrained from, sending the 
letter,, hoping that school affairs would right themselves. I was, however, grievously 
disappointed. The III. Standard of this year, sent up to me from Miss Lucas, is the first that has 
been ready to commence the IV. Standard work since her appointment in January, 1883, and I 
feel sure that the children of this standard will do aa well as those of the IV. Standard in 1882 
and in 1883; There was no examination in 1883, it having been changed from October, 1883, to 
February, 1884. Beside the above statements, I wish to point out let. That, at the examinations 
last held, the II. and III. Standards were kept very quiet, and but one, or at the moat two 
teachers were present. While IV Standard girls were busy at their geography, and history, Mr 
Lucas and five other teachers were chatting and laughing, in front of the class, thus taking off 
their attention from their work. 2nd. Comparisons have been drawn between the results of the 
passes in the boys and girls departments. If the work had been fairly and honestly done, the 
discrepancy would not have been so great. In the girls' department no child has been presented 
for examination in the same standard which she had previously passed. It has been otherwise 
amongst the boys, as I will show. In June, 1884, an Order in Council was issued, which I 
herewith enclose. Mr Lucas and I decided that we would avail ourselves of it, but not until 



Christmas, 1884. When the time arrived I mentioned it to him, and he said, "It is too late for 
you to put back the girls,  I put back the boys long ago. This gave the boys a great advantage, 
especially as all those who were put back and presented in their old standards for examination 
were reckoned as passes, Had I not. been dissuaded by Mr Lucas and had done as I wished 
about putting back the worst scholars, there would have been fewer failures in the IV Standard 
in 1884 and 1886. When both boys and girls work under the same advantages the results can be 
compared, but not until then. In conclusion I wish to draw the attention  of. the Committee to 
the  resolution passed by. them on the 2nd November, 1883. and again on 29th May, 1885, 
where I am recognised head-teacher over the girls' school. The above resolution has never been 
cancelled, and yet, from July 1885, to the present time, Mr Lucas has lost no opportunity of 
taking my authority from me, and of putting any Blight on me before the children. He informed 
me by a letter dated 8th April. 1886, that he intended taking the IV Standard from me, giving, 
as his reason, that the IV standard  does not suit me. I most distinctly declined to recognize his 
authority in the matter. Mr Lucas never interfered with the discipline or organisation of the 
girl's department until the sub-committee passed a resolution about 9th July, 1885, to the effect 
that the usual periodical returns be forwarded through Mr Lucas, Previously to this resolution 
Mr Lucas only exerted control on the pupil-teacher assistant for the girls. In the Chairman's 
letter of 3rd May, 1886, he requests me to forward the required information through the head 
master to the Committee. But this letter is not one of the usual periodical returns which I am 
required to send through Mr Lucas, therefore I have not complied with his request.  
Resolved, That Mr Lucas and Miss Harding's letters be taken into consideration at the next 
meeting.  
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. Letter from Mr Lucas giving the average attendance for the past 
four weeks at 391. The small average was owing to wet days.  
PUPIL TEACHER. Letter from Mr Lucas stating that, Miss Stratford having taken charge of 
the Springlands School, he recommended Miss Roberts to be appointed pupil teacher in her 
place of that young lady gave promise of being a very successful teacher. Mr Lucas also bore 
testimony to Miss Stratford's efficiency during the past four years. Resolved, That the Board be 
recommended to appoint Miss Roberta.  
CURTAIN. Letter from Mr Lucas, recommending that a curtain be hung across the doorway in 
the Junior Boys' room. Referred to Messrs Falconer, Jellyman, and Healy, as visiting 
committee for the ensuing month.  
Mr Healy was elected Chairman for the remainder of the  ensuing year 
8th June 1886 An adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School Committee will be held to-night 
at half-past 7 o'clock, in the Girls' Schoolroom. We presume the proceedings are open to the 
public, 
9th June 1886 An adjourned meeting of the Blenheim School Committee took place last' night, 
Present— Messrs Healy (Chairman), Birch, Jellyman, and Falconer. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed.  
RESIGNATION WITHDRAWN. Letter from Mr Macey, withdrawing his resignation at the 
request of a number of persons. Letter accepted, and Mr Macey took his seat. 
FILLING  A VACANCY. On the motion of Mr Falconer, seconded by Mr Birch, the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation. of Mr James T. Robinson was filled by the appointment of Mr 
Renfrew, the highest unsuccessful candidate at the. meeting of householders. Mr Renfrew  took 
his seat accordingly.  
GIRLS' DEPARTMENT. Letter from Mr J. P. Lucas, enclosing copy of letter written by him to 
the Education Board, and of a letter received by him from his solicitor, Mr McNab, as follows 
From Mr Lucas to the Chairman of the Board  
"I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter written by Miss Harding to the Blenheim School 
Committee, clipped from the Marlborough Times of to-day's date, also copies of my letters to 



Miss Harding and to the Committee. I intended to commence proceedings against Miss 
Harming in a court of law, but am advised that I cannot do so. I enclose a letter received from 
my solicitor. I beg that you will be so good as to institute an enquiry, first as to the charges 
made by Miss Harding against me and second, as to our respective positions in the school 
under the Board's order of June 3, 1884, and Miss Harding's refusal to recognise my authority 
in the matter of the Fourth Standard. I would also ask that the Committee should be consulted 
under the proviso to section 45 of the Education Act, as it is impossible for matters to go on in 
the school on their present basis. 
From McNab to Mr Lucas 
Re. Harding. 1 I have perused Miss Harding’s letter to the School Committee, as instructed by 
you. The newspaper is liable to its publication, but I should not advise you to take tiny steps in 
the matter against it, as the letter was published bona fide. As to Miss Harding's letter, it 
appears to be an answer to a request from the Committee who under the Education Act, 1877 
(section 74) have the management of educational matters in the school district. It was h-r duty 
to make a communication to the Committee, who  have a corresponding interest in receiving it. 
The matter in the communication made is certainly libellous and criminating but, having basis 
made by a person having  a duty to perform to a. body interested, as the Committee, is in my 
opinion privileged, .and your rights of action, civil and criminal, are hoovered by that privilege. 
Under, those circumstances, I can only advise you to appeal to the Board."  
The Chairman said that little could done in the enquiry relative to the mutual charges brought 
by Mr. Lucas and Miss  Harding until the letter of each party had been officially sent to the 
other party. Strictly speaking that ought to have been  done at the last meeting,  
Mr Jellyman said that Miss Harding ought to bring evidence in support of her charges. As for 
Mr. Lucas’s charges he thought just as libellous as Miss Harding’s letter. 
 Mr. Falconer complained of Mr. Lucas having ignored the Committee and treated them with 
the utmost contempt by applying to the Board. Under the 45th section of the act the  Board 
could not appoint or dismiss a teacher without consulting the committee and therefore the latter 
had the  right to make an enquiry. Mr Lucas’ action was like a party going to the R.M. Court, 
and before the case had hardly begun. trying to take it away to the Supreme Court  
The Chairman said there was no doubt the Committee  had the right to discuss the matter but, 
but of common fairness, a copy of Miss Harding's letter should be sent to Mr Lucas before they 
did so 
Mr Renfrew, while agreeing with the Chairman, urged that the  matter should be investigated at 
once, for the  school was like a house divided against itself  and was suffering accordingly. His 
own opinion was that both teachers would possibly have to go.  
After some further discussion it was agreed to adopt the Chairman's suggestion, but not to 
delay discussing the  matter on that account.  
The Chairman read over Miss Harding’s and Mr Lucas' letters.  
Mr Jellyman quoted from the Inspector's reports of 1883 and 1884 to show the inaccuracy of. 
Mr Lucas' statement that Miss Harding only got a good report the year she took up Miss 
Macklin's work, and to shew, also, that, as she had had good reports from the Inspector, the 
charge that her methods of teaching were too primitive could not; be sustained. If she could 
teach successfully when she had full charge of the  Girls' School, why could she not do so now. 
Her report in 1881 was specially good, the Inspector speaking highly of the arithmetic, and 
favorably contrasting it with that of the boys. The failure of 1885 was partly accounted for by 
Mr Lucas, who by that time had got full control, hindering Miss Harding from doing what he 
himself had done putting back the dull children. Mr Lucas was no doubt a good teacher, but 
something appeared to have blinded him. The quibbling and disputes arose from the time Mr 
Lucas got control of the girls' school, and, if it was true that he had  lost no opportunity of 
putting slights upon Miss Harding before the children, if it was high .time the girls' school was 



separated from the boys. Until Mr Lucas got a little mastery over her the reports shewed, she 
was a competent and successful teacher. He hoped each member of the Committee would deal 
fearlessly with the matter.  
Mr Falconer gave a sketch of the history of the school since Mr Lucas and Miss Harding were 
appointed, and attributed Miss Harding’s had reports to the change in her status made by the 
Board on the casting vote of the Chairman. From the time Miss Harding became a mere 
subordinate her returns fell off. Mr Falconer intimated, also, that he should table a motion in 
favor of separating the sexes  at the Borough Schools.  
Mr Renfrew was glad to see that some members of the Committee thought highly of Mr 
Hodgson's Reports. The outside public didn't think much of them.  
Mr Jellyman didn't think much of them but the Committee had to base their investigation  upon 
them. It was high time a North Island man came here, and Mr Hodgson, went to the North 
Inland, for his inspection in Blenheim was one of the greatest farces in the world. In his last 
report he actually praised up certain, teachers whose results were less than Miss Harding's, and 
yet he gave her a had report.  
Mr Birch, as a member of the old Committee, explained that the reason the 5th and 6th Standard 
girls were taken from Miss Harding was not because she was incompetent, but because she was 
overworked and Mr Lucas was so underworked that he seemed to be doing very little for his 
money, 
Mr Jellyman  considered that Mr Lucas is ought :to be ashamed of himself for insulting Miss 
Harding by attempting to take the 4th Standard from her, after she had been appointed as a 
head mistress. Miss Harding did quite right is refusing to give up the 4th Standard. The reason 
why Mr Lucas wanted her to do so was not at present before the Committee, but would yet 
come out. Mr Jellyman  added that the first thing to do was to call on Miss Harding to produce 
proof of her charge that Mr Lucas altered the figures at two examinations. If she could prove it, 
it would go far to indicate that the 100 per cent passes were fraudulent. Mr. Jellyman also 
urged that she should be called upon to prove the charge that Mr Lucas threatened Miss 
Harding if she said anything against his sister's teaching. He (Mr Jellyman) could not believe 
that Miss Harding invented such a story as that. With regard to Mr Lucas preventing Miss 
Harding putting her children back, it seemed clear that, if true, and it could easily be proved he 
had stolen a march on her, ou.t of jealousy apparently.  
Mr Renfrew considered that Mr Lucas' letter to Miss Harding; asking her to give up the 4th 
standard  was a very gentlemanly one. Perhaps he thought her more-suited for the 5th Standard, 
and left her to choose for herself.  
Mr Falconer gave notice of the following motion "That us there is a want of harmony between 
Mr Lucas and Miss Harding, this Committee are of opinion that the time has come when the 
boys and girls, of a certain age should be separated, and that the Education Board be requested 
to order the necessary alterations for the transfer of. the Girls’ school to the building at present 
used for the infant classes, and the removal of the infants to the schoolroom now in the 
occupation of Miss Harding, and the teachers under her. And further -That a close fence be 
erected across the school ground so as to shut up entirely the one department from the other, 
and completely isolate the boys from this girls, and that Mr Lucas have charge of the boy 3 
and, infants as headmaster and Miss Harding be head mistress over the girls,  
Mr Renfrew thought such a motion was premature . If the charge made by Miss Harding and 
Mr. Lucas against one another were true, neither of them ought to be allowed to remain at the 
school.  
The Chairman agreed with the spirit of the motion, but urged that the letters and charges must 
be disposed of first.  
Mr Birch certainly thought that Miss Harding, ought to have control of her own school, and. 
that Mr Lucas should only be a nominal Headmaster  



Mr. Falconer suggested that perhaps if the sexes were separated Miss Harding and Mr Lucas 
would come to an amiable arrangement.  
.Mr Birch said that Mr Lucas in  writing to the Board had been guilty of the very thing he 
complained about in Miss Harding- :insubordination towards the Committee . He was loth to 
sit in  judgement upon such good teachers as both of them were, and would move that they be 
invited to attend ,the Committee separately with a view to arrive at a compromise.  
Mr .Jellyman thought matters had gone too far for that, and the Committee would be shirking 
their duty if they did not proceed with the enquiry. As an amendment he moved. That Miss 
Harding be requested to furnish the Committee at its next meeting with proof of the charges 
brought against Mr Lucas, and that Mr Lucas be requested to attend and prove his charges 
against Miss Harding. 
Mr Falconer suggested  that the parties should be allowed to appear by counsel if they wished 
it.  
Mr Macey feared that the Committee  were not capable of properly investigating the charges. If 
Miss Harding’s were true then Mr. Lucas ought not to remain at the school. If Mr. Lucas’s 
were true then Miss Harding ought to go. He suggested that the Board should be asked to 
appoint three outside persons- such for instance as Dr Muller, and Captain Dalton to investigate 
the matter  
Mr Renfrew took the same view.  
Mr Falconer would be glad to get out of an unpleasant task, but the Committee, must not shrink 
from their duty.  
Mr. Jellyman urged that the  Committee  were quite competent to decide whether Miss Harding 
was speaking the truth or not.  
Mr Birch held that, if the parties  would not come to a compromise, the Committee ought to see 
the thing out.  
The Chairman and Mr Jellyman considered the breach would never be healed.  
Messrs. Falconer and Birch expressed the opinion that & charge of incompetency which might 
affect Miss Harding's  salary was worse than the charges brought by her against Mr Lucas.  
The Chairman protested against Mr Birch's ideas of a compromise being entertained. Nothing 
but a full investigation would satisfy the householders There was the charge, for instance, 
about the improper teaching of the III. Standard children, which was a most serious one. So 
also was that relating to erasing inaccurate figures and inserting accurate ones, which raised the 
question whether the examination was a genuine one.  
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Jellyman, that a copy of Mr Lucas' letter be sent to Miss 
Harding, and a copy of Miss Harding’s letter to Mr Lucas. 
 Mr Birch’s motion in favour of a compromise was put and lost, only the mover being in favour 
of it,  
Mr Macey's motion referring the matter to the Board with a request to them to appoint three 
outsiders to investigate was put and lost, Messrs Macey and Renfrew being the only members 
voting for it.  
Mr Jellyman’s .motion, calling on the parties to attend the next meeting and produce evidence, 
was put and carried, Mr .Macey alone dissenting.  
Accounts for cab-hire and auditor's fee were passed for payment, The Committee  adjourned 
until Wednesday evening, 16th instant.  
15th June 1886 BOROUGH SCHOOL BOYS  V. PICTON YOUTHS. (Goal Post.] This match 
was played at Picton on Saturday, when the respective aides were represented as follows —
School Boys G. Pasley (Captain), Farmar, Priddle, G. Carter, J. Draper, J. Pasley, H. Robinson, 
W. Draper, G. Robinson, S. Hodson, Winstanley, C. Carter, S. Griffiths, Carey and Simson. 
Picton Youths Harris (Captain), Baillie, Pugh, W. Baillie, Blake, Wood, Campbell, Hebberly, 
Galloway, McIntosh, Seymour, Esson, Card, Smith, and Fuller. The Blenheim boys were 



driven through in Earll and McKenzie's drag, which left Market Square at 12 o'clock, and 
arrived at Picton at 2.20. Play began at 2.45, the Pictonians ticking off, and it was soon obvious 
to all that they were much heavier and stronger than their opponents. In every scrummage 
throughout- the game, the Blenheim boys were forced to stop the powerful rushes of their 
companions by throwing themselves on the ball, and during these scrummages the Picton 
forwards displayed their lack of knowledge of the game by kicking vigorously at the ball 
instead of shoving. This injustice was, however, disregarded by the Picton Umpire, whose sole 
duty seemed to be keeping the interfering spectators in order.'' About fifteen minutes after play 
began Baillie secured a try for Picton, but failed to convert it into a goal. This fairly put the 
Boys on their mettle, and during the remainder of the spell they compelled their opponents to 
force down twice. Luck, however, seemed to be against thorn, for G. Pasley and Farmar (who 
wore both playing a grand game) reached the coveted line several times, but then one' of those 
ill-formed and unfair scrummages would put an end to the Boys' hopes of scoring. The second 
spell was started by the school forwards, who held their own f oi the first twenty minutes, 
chiefly through Pasley 'a running and drop kicking. Harris, however, succeeded in scoring 
another try, which was spoilt by a misjudged kick by Baillie. The  boys now played upon the 
forlorn hope racket, and for the next twenty minutes they kept the ball well within the Picton  
25, and once or twice it .was in disagreeable proximity to the goal. The boys seemed doomed 
to suffer defeat, for just before time was up Campbell rushed the ball out of a scrum, and by 
following it up reached the Blenheim goal line, where he was intercepted by Pasley, who 
unfortunately came in contact with the fence, and, being stunned for the moment, his opponent 
secured the try. If courtesy had been a feature in the game this try should have been disallowed  
by the Picton captain, who, however, remained silent, and, as it was not for the umpire to 
decide, the try was allowed. The kick at goal was unsuccessful. Time being called the play 
ended, with three cheers for both sides, and one for the spectators, who had witnessed a very 
one-sided game, for it was Simply Pluck v. Strength. Mr W. Fitch and Mr Lucas officiated as 
umpires, and Mr T. Mowat acted as referee. The coach left Picton at 7 o'clock, and arrived in 
town about 9.30, the passengers keeping up an incessant string of singing and cheering all the 
way, and In spite of the hard fought game, no tea, and a cold drive home, they seemed none the 
worse for their days outing 
17th June 1886 JUVENILE PERFORMERS.  
We commend to the notice of Blenheim parents the wise and timely remarks made by .Mr 
Renfrew at last night's meeting of the School Committee. While admitting that juvenile 
performances by children have interfered less with Borough School work than 13 the case at 
schools in other parts of the Colony, and while admitting, also, the excellent object Mr Lucas 
has in view and the ability with which he carries it out, the balance of opinion is strongly 
against both the morality and usefulness of children masquerading on the stage. We are well 
aware that the teachers at the Borough Schools take every precaution in the matter, but it must 
be obvious to parents that the encouragement of juvenile precocity and the mingling of the 
sexes cannot fail to be injurious, at any rate to some extent. If these performances were of any 
use in an elocutionary, .literary, or musical sense, criticism would perhaps be disarmed but it is 
not so. The children merely sing from ear, and advantage is not taken to instruct them in the art 
of "reading music. Nor can it be said that the subjects of the Cantatas usually performed are 
instructive in any way, or calculated to have any higher effect than to give the children a taste 
for stage -business and for. the unhealthy rivalry which arises from public applause. Frequently 
in these columns have we acknowledged the services rendered by Mr Lucas in organising 
entertainments for charitable purposes, and his motives have always been beyond reproach. But 
everyone must be aware that, in the Colonies, one of the greatest evils of society is the undue 
precocity of children, and their impatience of influence and control. Anything that tends to 



strengthen this evil is injurious, and therefore we hold that Mr Renfrew's views have a good 
deal to be said in their favor.  
17th June 1886 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
A meeting of the Blenheim School Committee was held last night. Present Messrs Healy 
(Chairman), Falconer, Birch, Jellyman, Macey and Renfrew. 
RESIGNATION. Letter from Mr Wm. Nosworthy resigning his seat on the Committee, and 
alleging as a ground for doing so that the meetings were held at a time when he could not 
attend. On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Falconer the resignation was accepted. 
Mr Falconer moved that the next highest unsuccessful candidate (Mr K. Z W. Parker) at the 
meeting of householders will be elected in Mr Nosworthy's place. Carried unanimously. Mr 
Parker took his seat accordingly.  
THE TEACHERS DISPUTES. The following letter was read from Mr Lucas :— l beg to 
acknowledge the receipt of the Committee's resolutions of Juno 9th. As you are aware, 
immediately upon the publication of Miss Harding's letter, the Committee having  passed no 
resolution upon it, and not having even sent me a copy, I took legal advice and appealed to the 
Board. You were immediately advised of that appeal, and I regret very much that I have to 
complain that some members of the Committee entered upon a public discussion of the merits 
of case between Miss Harding and myself before hearing any evidence. This fact alone— apart 
from the fact that the case is vow before the Board induced me to fall in with the suggestion of 
my solicitor, whose letter I enclose. I am content that the statements made by me regarding 
Miss Harding in my letter of May 24th and her charges against me of corrupt conduct at the 
public examinations and of using threats to induce her to withhold reports upon my sister, Miss 
Maude Lucas, should be enquired into by Mr Mackay, Head Master of the Wellington College, 
in lieu and stead of the Committee, provided the Board approves this course. The question of 
my status in the school will of course be dealt  with by the Board itself, under the terms of my 
engagement and Miss Harding's engagement, should this suggestion meet with your approval I 
presume you will withdraw your resolution of June 9th, and it will not be necessary for me to 
Comply strictly with it.  
The letter enclosed from Mr McNab  to Mr Lucas was as fallows. After consulting with Mr 
Sinclair, Miss Harding's solicitor, we think it would be belter that the Committee should be 
respectfully asked if they will consent to referring your allegations re Miss Harding, and  her 
charges of corruption and threats against her, to Mr Mackay, head master of the Wellington 
College. We think this course is best in your interests, and in those of the school, and the Board 
should be asked to confirm the Committee’s action in the matter, i.e., if they accept our 
suggestions. You should prepare a letter in answer  to the Committee’s resolution and I would 
like to see it before it is sent in as you should nothing to compromise yourselves with the Board 
Mr McNab appeared on behalf of Mr. Lucas, and explained that the parties had agreed to refer 
the matter to Mr. Mackay, the best outside. parson .that could be got-,and one that is above 
suspicion. He. would not only be able to conduct this enquiry as to the grave charges which had 
been made against Mr Lucas; but would bring skilled knowledge to bear up on the question 
Miss Harding’s incompetency. Mr McNab added that he and  Messrs Sinclair and McCallum, 
who acted for Miss Harding agreed that the course proposed was the best, and that it would  be 
well. for the lawyers be kept out of the enquiry. The suggested plan had emanated from the 
solicitor on both sides and not from Miss Harding or Mr Lucas He (Mr McNab) had no 
personal feelings in the matter, and did not even know Miss Harding……. Difficult to 
transcribe then 
Mr McCallum said that of course it must be understood that not merely the charges mentioned 
in Mr Lucas and Mr McNab's letters, but all the charges made by Miss Harding in her earlier 
letters must be referred to Mr MacKay. Mr McNab said that would of course be so; He had 
only mentioned the principal charges.  



The Chairman quite agreed with the course proposed.  
Mr Birch asked if Mr Mackay would be willing to hold the enquiry   
Mr McNab could not say, but Mr Mackay could not be asked without the authority of the 
Committee and the Board. The Board. was in the same position as the Committee— it had no 
skilled person upon it who could decide these questions— and if either body attempted to do so 
it would be a laughing-stock throughout New  Zealand.  
After some discussion, during which several members of the Committee condemned the tone 
and terms of Mr Lucas' letter,  
Mr Falconer moved that the request of Miss Harding and Mr Lucas be acceded to, and that 
their letters be forwarded to the Board with a request that they be given effect to. Mr Falconer 
raised the question when Mr Mackay would attend, and who was to pay his expenses.  
Mr McNab said that if the, Board appointed Mr Mackay they would pay him. If he came over 
to Blenheim it would be when Wellington College broke up for its holidays, which would be 
about next Thursday week.  
Mr McCallum agreed in this.  
Some discussion arose as to whether the part of Mr Lucas' letter condemning the action of the 
Committee ought not to be expunged, and as to whether Mr Lucas ought not to withdraw his  
first letter to the Board appealing to them to hold an enquiry.  
Mr McNab said that the course now agreed to between Mr Lucas and Miss Harding superseded 
the first letter, except in so far as it related to the status of the teachers, which was a matter for 
the Board to decide . He would  undertake to write to the Board asking that all the letters 
should be read to them together as a whole.  
Mr McCallum, on behalf of Miss Harding, insisted that Mr Lucas should withdraw his first 
letter.  
Several members of the Committee took the same view.  
Ultimately it was unanimously resolved on the motion of Mr Falconer Seconded by Mr Birch, 
that the request of the parties be agreed to, and that, provided the Board do not accede to that 
request, then whole matter be referred back to the Committee 
Messrs McNab and McCallum then withdrew.  
Mr Jellyman moved that the Committee takes exception to that part of Mr Lucas'  letter in 
which he states that the Committee had not sent him a copy of Miss Harding's letter  It was 
useless for Mr Lucas to try and shield himself in that way, for he actually appealed to the Board 
before he knew what the Committee was going to do. Carried by 5 to 2, Messrs Renfrew and 
Macey voting against it.  
HOLIDAYS. Letter from Mr Lucas asking that the mid-winter holidays might be fixed for 
some time in July, as he wished to produce a Cantata which was now in rehearsal. Petition 
signed by Girls and 24 boys asking for a week's holiday at mid-winter, and stating that 
although Mr Lucas had told them he did not intend to ask for any holidays, they thought they 
could work all the better for them. Mr Birch moved that Mr Lucas's request be acceded to. He 
had taken a great deal of trouble in getting up the Cantata, which was for the praiseworthy 
object of paying off the debt on the uniform-. Mr Renfrew opposed the motion, and said that 
public opinion outside was strongly against the interference with school duties occasioned by 
these musical performances. The very worst thing that children could do was to let their 
children go on the stage, and the Committee had no light to encourage it. If a poll of the 
householders were taken to-morrow they would be against it. After some discussion it was 
resolved that the consideration of the mid-winter holidays be  postponed till the next meeting.  
STATUS OF TEACHERS. Mr Parker intimated that, as Mr Lucas in his letter had asked the 
Board to settle the relative status of Miss Harding and himself, he should propose that, at any 
rate pending the enquiry, Miss Harding should be restated to the charge of her own school. The 
Chairman said that that question could be raised at the next meeting, when Mr Falconer's 



motion upon the Girls' Department would come on for discussion. Messrs Renfrew and Macey 
urged that Mr Parker's proposal would prejudge the question at the present stage. Mr Birch 
intimated that, while disposed to think the matter had better stand over, he would vote for Mr 
Parker's proposal at once, if he thought that Miss Harding was being hampered or interfered 
with in the discharge of her duties. Mr Macey said he believed Mr Lucas and Miss Harding 
were keeping as far from one another as possible. The meeting then adjourned until the 1st 
July.  
2nd July 1886 SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
A meeting of the School Committee took place last night. Present Messrs Healy (Chairman), 
Falconer, Jellyman, Renfrew, Parker, and Macey. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed.  
VACANT SEAT. Letter from Mr McNab, consenting to his being nominated as a candidate for 
the vacant seat on the Board. Mr Macey moved, That this Committee nominate Mr McNab as a 
candidate. Messrs Jellyman and Renfrew protested against such a course being taken, Mr 
Jellyman referring to the contemptuous and abusive way in which Mr McNab had spoken of 
the Committee on a previous occasion. The Committee divided. Ayes (3) Messrs Macey, 
Parker, and Falconer. Noes (3) Messrs Healy, Renfrew, and Jellyman. The motion was lost by 
the casting vote of the Chairman. Resolved, That Mr McNab's letter be acknowledged. 
ATTENDANCE. Mr Lucas reported that the average attendance for the past month was 402. 
THIRD MASTER. Mr Lucas  wrote recommending that the third Mastership (vacant by the 
resignation of Mr McCallum ( Went to Napier) be not filled up, as a capable master with Mr 
Simpson as pupil teacher could carry on the Lower Boy's School without an additional master, 
and at a considerable saving to the Board. The removal of Mr Simpson, the pupil teacher, from 
the Infants' School, would leave a vacancy there for which Mr Lucas enclosed applications 
from Lily Logan and Annie Wrigley. Mr Jellyman pointed out that Mr Lucas' advice to the 
Committee looked very much as if he wanted the salary of a third master to be dispensed with 
so that part of it could be  given to the second master, who was applying for an increase. It was 
strange Mr Lucas had not found out how economically the school could be worked, until Mr 
Mayhew wanted a rise in his salary. The school had been worked for years with three masters, 
and dispensing with a third master— in order that the other two might have big salaries— did 
away with one of the few positions to which pupil teachers could aspire in this district. by Mr 
Renfrew, That Mr Lucas' recommendation be forwarded the Board.'  
Moved as an amendment by Mr Parker —That the question of the teaching staff stand over 
until the next meeting of the Committee. The amendment was carried Ayes (5), Messrs Parker, 
Healy, Jellyman, Macey, and Falconer noes (1), Mr Renfrew.  
Applications from Annie Wrigley and Lily Logan for the pupil teachership were then ordered 
to stand over.  
SECOND MASTER. Letter from Mr Mayhew, stating that he was forwarding his conditional 
resignation. Should the Board see it to accept his resignation-, he trusted that the Committee 
would be kind enough to do the same. No copy of Mr Mayhew's letter to the Board was 
enclosed. Mr Jellyman complained that Mr Lucas, in sending on such an application, was 
encouraging Mr Mayhew to do the very thing complained of in Miss Harding's case. Mr 
Mayhew's letter to the Board should have been sent through the Committee. Mr Lucas was, to 
say the least, showing very had taste. Resolved That Mr Mayhew's letter be held over to the 
next meeting. 
PATRONAGE WANTED. Mr Lucas wrote, asking the Committee to give their co-operation 
and presence to the school children's performance on the 16th July. Mr Lucas added that the 
performance would be of a mixed character, the chief feature being the cantata. The Committee 
deemed it unnecessary to deal with the letter. 



SPRINGLANDS . Letter from Mr A. J. Litchfield, on behalf of the householders, stating that 
certain maps and furniture were requisite for the Springlands School, at which the average for 
the four weeks ending 30th June was 30, with an occasional actual attendance of 34. The 
accommodation was inadequate, the room being too small, and the applicants hoped that the 
Committee would support the prayer of the householder's petition for a separate school district 
and the speedy erection of a suitable school building. Letter from Mr Bartlett, stating that the 
children had had to be dismissed (the school being held in his house) in consequence of serious 
illness in his family, and asking that the Committee should fix the holidays. Resolved— That a 
fortnight's holiday be granted, the school to reopen on Monday fortnight. Resolved, That the 
Board be requested' to supply the school requisites asked for' by Mr Litchfield, and that the 
prayer of the householders for a separate district be recommended to the Board.  
CURTAIN. The Visiting Committee reported that the curtain asked for by Mr Lucas for the 
archway would be expensive and unsuitable. A partition and doorway would be preferable. Mr 
Renfrew suggested that there was no use for a curtain, except for dramatic effect, It would 
make the school like a peepshow. (Laughter.) Resolved, That the Board be asked to put up a 
partition and door, curls' school. Mr Falconer moved the following motion, of which he had 
given notice "That,- as there is a want of harmony between Mr Lucas and Miss Harding, this 
Committee are of opinion that the time has come when the boys and girls of a certain age  
should be separated, and that the Education Board be requested to order the necessary 
alterations for the transfer of the girls' school to the building at present used for the infant 
classes, ante the removal of the infants to the school room now in the occupation of Miss 
Harding, and the teachers under her. And, further, That a close fence he erected across the 
school ground, so as to shut up entirely the one department from the other, and completely 
isolate the boys from the girls, and that Mr Lucas have charge of the boys and infants as head 
master, and Miss Harding be head mistress over the girls. In moving this, Mr Falconer said 
that, although the motion might seem to be related to the unfortunate dispute between Mr 
Lucas and Miss Harding, it was not so, for the matter was one of long standing and urgency. At 
the same time, all he wished was to affirm the principle, and he would be willing, therefore, to 
omit the latter portion of his motion. Mr Renfrew, as an amendment, proposed that the 
Committee visit the Schools and consider the most practicable way to separate the girls' and 
boys' schools and report to the next meeting. The Committee were unanimous in thinking that; 
the time had arrived for carrying this out. The Chairman could not see how a girls' mistress 
could be placed— as she ought to be— in charge of her school, until the present buildings were 
enlarged. He (the Chairman) went further than Mr Falconer's motion. The female infants 
should not, as Mr Falconer appeared to propose, be under Mr Lucas, as Head Master, but 
should be under a female teacher. Much of the existing trouble had arisen through the 
overcrowding of the schools, and the consequent removal of classes of, girls from Miss 
Harding's charge not because she was incompetent but because it was more convenient to hand 
them over to Mr Lucas. He (the  Chairman) advised the adoption of Mr Renfrew's amendment, 
and that the Committee should report to the Board. After some discussion Mr Renfrew's 
amendment was unanimously adopted.  
ACCOUNTS. Accounts were passed for payment as follows Chandler £3 17s 8d, Gosling £5 ls 
4d.  
HOLIDAYS. Some discussion took place aa to the best time for the winter holidays, in order to 
suit the convenience of Mr Lucas in connection with the Cantata. Mr Jellyman said he had no 
objection to humoring Mr Lucas in this matter, and personally he thought, as the parents 
appreciated the performances by attending them, they were not open to objection. Ultimately it 
was resolved that a week's holiday be granted from the, 16th July to the 26th.  
VISITING COMMITTEE. Messrs Renfrew and Macey were appointed visiting committee for 
the ensuing month. The meeting then adjourned.  



5th July 1886 Springlands School report included It is estimated that in a suitable building the 
average attendance would be at least 40, without weakening the Borough Schools to any 
appreciable extent. The proposal that the Springlands school should be a side-school to the 
Borough, and (we presume) under the control of the Head Master, has been seriously 
propounded in the Board; but the idea is scouted by the Springlands householders as utterly 
unworkable, and the Blenheim School Committee take the same view. 
6th July 1886 In a Dilemma.— The Blenheim Boys School will be  in a peculiar position at the 
end of the present month, if Mr Mayhew acts upon  the resignation which he sent in to the 
Board- to-day. Mr McCallum is leaving, and, as the  Board took no steps to-day to till up any 
vacancies, it is quite possible that at the end of the  month Mr Lucas and a male pupil teacher 
will be left to "run" the whole concern 
6th July 1886 Marlborough Education Board. Letter froth Miss Wrigley, Blenheim school, 
stating she had completed her apprenticeship, and asking to be allowed to remain- in her 
present position till a vacancy occurred. Request granted. 
Borough Schools Letter from Mr McNab, Mr J. P. Lucas' solicitor, forwarding copies of 
correspondence recently before the School Committee, find stating that both Mr Lucas and 
Miss Harding had agreed that the correspondence should  be taken as a whole, and that the 
accusations made by Miss Harding  against Mr Lucas should be referred to Mr Mackay, of the 
Wellington College, for investigation.  
Letter from Mr Lucas enclosing copies of Miss. Harding's and other letters, and stating that he 
intended to commence proceedings against her in. a Court of law, but had been advised that he 
could, not do so. Instead thereof, he asked that the Board should institute an enquiry into the 
matters in. dispute. Mr Lucas' application to the Board to hold an enquiry was prior in date to 
his solicitor's letter, agreeing to refer the matter to Mr Mackay. Letter from the Chairman of the 
Blenheim School Committee forwarding resolutions (1) Calling on Miss Harding for an 
explanation of the Inspectors report, and on Mr Lucas for a report on the same subject (2) 
calling on them to attend the  Committee and produce evidence in support of the charges 
mutually brought against ono another (3) Asking the  Board, at the  request of Miss Harding 
and Mr Lucas to appoint Mr Mackay to investigate the matters in dispute, and, failing the 
Board consenting to that course. stating that the matters must go back to the Committee for 
investigation. Considerable discussion took place  as to the desirability of referring the matter 
to Mr Mackay, as to whether the  Board or the parties were to pay the expense, as to whether 
Mr Mackay would undertake it, and as to whether the  Board was to abide by his decision. The 
general opinion was that Mr Mackay was not likely to act, and that, if he did so,- either Mr. 
Lucas or  Miss Harding, or both, must pay the cost between them.  
Mr Ward in the course of the discussion drew attention to the fact that, for the first few yearn 
Miss Harding was here, she got excellent reports.  
Mr. Lambert said that that was when she had  her own way, and was not interfered with.  
On the motion of Mr Henderson, seconded by Mr Ward, it was unanimously resolved that as 
all parties are agreed to that course, the Board consents to Mr Mackay being applied to hold an 
enquiry, on the understanding that the Board is put to no expense in the matter.  
Mr Henderson said that the relative status of the teachers had been decided a year ago, and of 
course it was not a matter for Mr Mackay to enquire into.  
The Chairman said it had boon decided by the Board that Mr Lucas had charge of the whole 
Blenheim schools and full supervision of all the teachers.  
Mr Ward— And a very unwise decision it was.  
The Chairman said it was carried by his own casting vote.  
Mr Lambert— It was a most unfortunate resolution.  



Mr Parker— Ever since that resolution everything has gone badly in the schools.  Miss Harding 
has been subjected to a series of persecutions, and deliberately degraded by Mr Lucas to. be 
lower than a pupil teacher; 
 Mr Henderson said the Head Master might have been tyrannical but it was clear, on reference 
to the original terms of engagement, that Mr Lucas was Head Master.- 
 Mr Ward said the matter could only be settled by the boys' and girls' school being separate. Mr 
Henderson said that in all large schools the girls' and boys' were under one head teacher. The 
Chairman— When, as in this case, they- are all under one roof.  
Mr Lambert doubted if Mr Mackay would act, for he was understood to be friendly to the 
Inspector, whoso reports appeared to be ignored by all the parties to this dispute. He moved 
that the question of status stand over to the next meeting.  
Mr Parker took the same view, especially as the Committee had the question of separating the 
school now under consideration.  
Mr Lambert's motion was carried unanimously.  
The Chairman did not like the Board ignoring the Inspector and sending the matter on to Mr 
Mackay; but, if Mr Mackay declined, to act, then he (the Chairman) held that it was for the 
Board and the Inspector to deal with the matter and not far the Committee.  
Mr Parker took a different view The Committee and the parties had asked the Board to appoint 
Mr Mackay, on the express understanding that the matter was to go back to the Committee if 
Mr Mackay was not appointed, or if he refused to act. The settlement of this matter was held 
over to the next meeting.  
PUPIL TEACHER. Miss Roberts was appointed Pupil Teacher at the Borough Schools. 
SCHOOL REQUISITES. Resolved that certain desks and benches be supplied to the Borough 
Schools. The question of a partition was ordered to stand over. 
Resolved that a clock, maps, etc. be supplied to the Springlands' 'School.  
APPLICATION FOR INCREASE. Mr Mayhew, second master at the Borough School applied 
to have his salary increased from £162 to £200.  
A second letter was received from Mr Mayhew, stating that he had obtained another 
appointment at New Plymouth and tendering his .resignation from the 29th Juno, But adding 
that he was willing to remain in Blenheim if the Board would increase his  salary. Mr 
Henderson proposed that the standing order, relating to a month's notice having to be given 
before an increase of salary could be considered, should be suspended, so that the matter could 
be dealt with at the present meeting. 
Mr Lambert objected. Mr Mayhew had already a sufficient salary, and there was no reason why 
the standing orders should be suspended in his favor.  
The Secretary said that Mr Mayhew had told him that if the Board expressed any opinion, oven 
if not by formal resolution, in favor of increasing his salary, he would remain and not go to 
New Plymouth.  
Mr Parker said that, before he  gave an opinion on the subject, he would ask for a return of the 
number of children who passed the third Standard at the last examination , and the number of 
those who passed on that occasion and left the school without going into the fourth. Mr 
Mayhew's  class was the fourth. Resolved, That Mr Mayhew's resignation be acknowledged. 
Mr Lambert said that in the outlying districts there was great dissatisfaction at teachers 
resigning and then withdrawing their resignations— and, in fact, playing with the Board like a 
ball.  
The Chairman ruled that there was nothing before the Board to discuss.  
APPLICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT. Application from Mr Edward Watson for third 
mastership of the Borough Schools, vacant by Mr McCullum’s resignation. Letter from Mr J. J. 
Earll of Wellington, asking for employment under the Board  



12th July 1886 WANTED.— A Second Master for the Blenheim School. Salary one hundred 
and sixty two pounds per annum. Applications enclosing Testimonials to be forwarded to me 
not later than the 29th July, inst. JOHN T. ROBINSON, Secretary, Marlborough Education 
Board 
EWART'S HALL  
Friday 16th.  
ENTERTAINMENT – 
BY THE  
Borough School Pupils.  
CONSISTING OF THREE PARTS.  
(1). MISCELLANEOUS. Songs, Duets, Chorus, etc.  
(2). DRILL EXHIBITION.  
(3). THE CANTATA-" Dick Whittington and HIS CAT."  
Full Particulars in future Advertisement 
20th July 1886 Registrar- General's Statistics.. The death rates in Blenheim and New Plymouth 
are alike, and Are the fifth highest in the Colony. The populations of the two Borough are only 
differ by one, Blenheim having 3,004 and New Plymouth 3,003. 
31st July 1886 BLENHEIM SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  
The monthly meeting of the Borough School Committee took place last  night. Present Messrs 
Healy (Chairman), Parker, Falconer, Renfrew, Macey and Birch. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed.  
ATTENDANCE. Mr Lucas reported the average attendance for the past month to be 408  
THE BOARD AND THE COMMITTEE. Mr Parker asked if any reply had been received from 
the Board as to Mr Mackay investigating the dispute between Miss Harding and Mr Lucas The 
Chairman— No, none whatever.  
The Chairman added that the present meeting had been called on Friday instead of Thursday 
night, in consequence of a request from Mr John T. Robinson, Secretary to the Education 
Board, who said that he might have applications in for the second mastership by' Thursday 
night's boat,' which could be laid before the Committee on the following evening. 'Since then, 
however, Mr Robinson said that he could not send on the applications, as he feared he had 
exceeded his duty in advertising for a second master, and as, in any case, the proper course was 
for the applications to come before the Board first of all, who would then, as usual, appoint a 
Committee of three to confer with the School Committee. He (the Chairman) had, therefore, no 
applications to bring before the Committee. Mr Renfrew thought the whole proceeding very 
strange. Why was it the Board did not inform the Committee the result of their application to 
Mr Mackay The Chairman said that a day or two ago he asked Mr Robinson if any reply had 
been received. Mr Robinson said that no answer had come though one was expected daily. H 
(the Chairman) knew nothing officially as to whether Mr Mackay was coming or not. Mr 
Renfrew— It's well known all over the town that he has declined to come, and has written to 
one of the Board to that effect. Mr Falconer thought the Board was treating the Committee with 
contempt. The Secretary to the Board should have boon instructed to obtain a reply from Mr 
Mackay, and send it on to the Committee at once. How long I did the Board intend to keep the 
reply without dealing with it The Chairman, replying to a question, said that the Board was 
requested at the last meeting to return to the matter to the Committee for investigation, 
provided Mr Mackay declined the duty. Mr Renfrew— And the  Committee is quit© capable 
of dealing with it. Mr Renfrew added that the statement about Mr Mackay declining to come   
had already been made public by the press. Mr Macey said that might be, but, the Board had 
not yet met, and the matter was not officially before the  Committee'" The Board would meet 
on Tuesday next.  



SCHOOL STAFF. Resolved unanimously on the motion of Mr Parker that the Committee 
recommend the Board to call for applications for a third Master in the  place OF Mr McCallum. 
Resolved That Mr Mayhew’s resignation of the Second Mastership be formally accepted. 
DISCOURTEOUS TREATMENT. The Chairman complained that no reply .had, been 
received from the  Board as to the Committee's application for a door in the partition.. .The 
least the Board could have done was to reply to the Committee’s letter.  
Mr Falconer supposed it was  an oversight.  
The Chairman it is a small matter but the Board should have told us what they meant to do- 
whether decline or, grant the requestor refer it to Mr Douslin.”” 
SEPARATION OF THE SEXES. The Chairman reported that, a Committee consisting of 
Messrs Falconer, Jellyman, Birch and himself .had been all over the School buildings, and 
were of opinion that it would be impossible to separate the girls from the boys, unless a girls 
school were built or considerable additions nude to the existing buildings, which were already 
too crowded. They recommended that the Committee should write to the Board asking that the 
girls should be separated from the boys and placed under a Head Mistress, no^ responsible to 
the Head Master, and asking also that the necessary Buildings should be erected. The Chairman 
added that he thought that all the girls," after they leave, the Infant School; should be placed 
under female teachers.  
Mr Macey thought it even more important to separate the  in the case of the younger children, 
as the older girls and boys had separate playgrounds. 
The Committee's report was unanimously  adopted, and the Chairman was requested to write to 
the Board on the subject.  
SECOND MASTERSHIP. Mr Renfrew asked when the time closed for sending in applications 
for the second mastership. The Chairman  
Yesterday was the last day.  
Mr Renfrew Have yon any idea when they will be sent to the Committee?' . 
The Chairman I have no idea Mr. Renfrew.  
Mr Parker They will, be opened on Tuesday next then referred to a sub-Committee of the 
Board then that sub-Committee will meet and consider them; and consider them then 'they' will 
be  sent on to the School Committee then the School, Committee will meet, to consider them 
then they will send them back to the Board and then somebody will be appointed by. the latter. 
Mr Renfrew:  
All of which could have been avoided had the applications been opened to-night, and dealt 
with by the Board on Tuesday next.  
THE TEACHERS’ DISPUTES The  Chairman, replying to a question, repeated that, beyond 
the  statement in the public press, he knew .nothing as to whether Me Mackay was coming over 
or not. It was rather discourteous to the  Committee that the Board had not sent on Mr 
Mackay's reply, if they had received it.  
Mr Birch thought that, as the Committee were subjected to such vexatious delays, they ought to 
work a little in advance to meet the case of Mr Mackay declining.  
The Chairman said that if the Chairman of the  Board was really in possession of the fact that 
Mr Mackay had declined, he ought to have informed the Committee. As it was, they must wait 
for the Board meeting on Tuesday, next. He repeated that it was distinctly requested by the 
Committee that, in the event of Mr Mackay declining, the matter was to come back to them. 
Mr Renfrew thought, from I all he could see, it would be months before either this matter was 
investigated, or a Second Master was appointed.  
The Chairman said it appeared from the last Board meeting that some of the members thought 
the. Board and not the Committee ought to investigate the matter. Mr Wm. Parker, however, 
called the Board's attention to the wishes of the Committee 



Mr Renfrew— You needn't be afraid yon won't have the matter to investigate. The Board will 
be only too anxious to do what the Committee themselves wanted to do shuffle it off their 
shoulders on to someone else's.  
After some discussion it was unanimously resolved on the motion of Mr Parker, That the; 
attention of the Board be called to the fact .that the Committee has received no reply to their 
request in reference to the  Lucas-Harding matter and that the Board be asked for a reply as the 
Committee are anxious to have the  matter settled without 'delay.  
VISITING COMMITTEE  Messrs. Renfrew and. Macey held over their report, as the Visiting 
Committee, until the next; meeting.  
ACCOUNTS. The following accounts were passed for payment:— W. Gosling £3 10s 7d 
Penney and Hegman 6s 6d, Card and Rabone 33s 6d, Fell Bros 25s, and Chandler,  
NEXT MEETING. The Chairman proposed that the  meeting adjourn till Tuesday night.  
Mr Macey questioned if that would give the Board time to send on the  result of their 
deliberations on Tuesday.  
The Chairman said there would be plenty of time if the Board desired to consult the  
convenience of the Committee.  
Mr Falconer said the Secretary might post his reply— which' would be strictly complying with 
his duty— and then the Committee would not get it till the next day. 
Mr Birch said there was a way out of that. The Board meeting was public, and they could go to 
it on Tuesday and find out what was done. Or they could get the Information' from the 
newspapers. The meeting than adjourned till Tuesday next.  
3rd August 1886 At to-day's meeting of the Education Board, the following business was 
transacted in connection with the Borough Schools:— BOROUGH SCHOOL DISPUTE. 
Letter from Mr Mackay, dated July 19th, addressed to the Secretary of the Board, in the 
following terms— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from yon, conveying 
to me an invitation from the Marlborough Education Board to come to Blenheim to arbitrate in 
a dispute between two Blenheim teachers. Without entering into the details of the dispute, I 
may say my opinion on its general merits is quite clear. Briefly stated, it is as follows The Head 
Master must be held responsible for the discipline and general work of the school. If he 
possesses the confidence of the Board, the Board ought to trust him and support his authority. 
It he does not possess the confidence of the Board, there seems to be only one other alternative, 
and that I need not stats. 1 may add that I think the responsibility is one that the Board itself 
cannot well decline to face, and that if an appeal is to be made to anyone, it ought to be made to 
the head of the Department— the Rev Mr Habens. Mr Henderson and Mr Lambert called for 
the letter sent to Mr Mackay, which was dated 13th July, and was as follows I have the honor, 
by direction of the Education Board, to inform von that some time since the Blenheim School 
Committee passed a resolution requesting Mr Lucas, the head master of the Blenheim Schools, 
and Miss Harding, the head female, to give the causes of so many failures in the Fourth 
Standard girls, that class being under Miss Harding, The School Committee received answers 
from both of these teachers, when Mr Lucas explained the failures were the result of Miss 
Harding's incompetency. 
Miss Harding said the causes were in consequence of the children not being properly grounded 
when Bent to her from the lower division. She also accused Mr Lucas of assisting some 
children in the lower division that enabled them to pass the Standard. Both teachers agreed, by 
their solicitors, to ask the School Committee to refer the questions contained in their letters to 
you. The School Committee acquiesced in this, and sent the recommendation to the Board. The 
Board consented to this arrangement, and I am directed to ask you if you  will undertake the 
duties, and report to the Education Board your opinion on the matters contained in these letters. 
I shall be glad to hear from you at your earliest convenience, if you will consent to act in this 
matter, and, if so, when it will be convenient for yon to come. lam also directed to inform you 



that your charges will be paid." With the letter to Mr Mackay was enclosed a copy of the 
Committee's resolution calling on Miss Harding and Mr Lucas for an explanation of the 
failures and had report in Miss Harding's case. Mr Henderson said that the letter just read did 
not accurately express what the Board decided upon. The Board did not invite Mr Mackay to 
arbitrate or give his opinion upon the status of the teachers, but simply consented to being the 
medium of communication between the Committee and Mr Mackay. Another thing was that 
the Board had never declined to race the question, as Mr Mackay apparently supposed. Mr 
Lambert also complained that a statement of the case had been laid before Mr Mackay, 
avowedly to get his opinion, instead of his being asked to comply with a request of the 
Committee, without going into the details yet, instead of that, he had been deliberately led to 
adjudicate and prejudge the question. It was deeply to be regretted that such a letter should 
have been written to Mr Mackay, and still more that his reply should not have been sent to the 
Committee, who not unnaturally held that they had been treated with contempt. Mr Parker took 
the same view, and considered that the wrong course had been taken, Mr McNab, who said 
that, as Solicitor to Mr Lucas, he should take no part in the discussion, explained how it was 
that the parties deposited £10 each with Mr Robinson to cover Mr Mackay's expenses.  
Mr Parker went on to say that it was clearly understood at the  last Board meeting that the 
Committee were to make the application to Mr Mackay (with the consent of the Board) and 
that of course his reply was to be sent to them. Mr Henderson thought the Secretary was quite 
right in giving Mr Mackay a draft of the facts he was to deal with. The question now was 
whether the Board or the Committee was to deal with the matter  
The Chairman said that the Committee asked that "in the event of the Board declining to 
appoint Mr Mackay the whole matter be referred back to the Committee." It was for the Board 
now to deal with the matter. Mr Parker said that the Committee never contemplated Mr 
Mackay refusing, but it was clear they intended the matter to opine back to them if Mr Mackay 
did not act. The Chairman said that the  feeling exhibited by the  Committee was quite 
misapplied. Mr Mackay's reply could not be made public till after the Board met. Resolved on 
the motion of the  Chairman that Mr Mackay's reply he sent  to the Committed at once. Mr 
Henderson presumed that the Committee would now go on with the enquiry, if they wished to 
do so. He was not in favor of taking it away from them, though the Board must ultimately 
decide not only the status of the teachers but what was to be done with those concerned  in the 
present dispute. girls' school .. Resolved, after some discussion that the request of the Blenheim 
School Committee for the erection of a separate girls' school cannot be  complied with, in 
consequence of want of funds.  
JOINT COMMITTEE Mr Lambert moved that a Joint Committee of three members of the 
Board and three members of the School Committee be appointed to investigate the matters in 
dispute at the Borough Schools, with power to call for expert evidence, the members from the 
Board to be Messrs Seymour, Ward, and the mover.  
Mr Henderson again protested against taking the matter out of the Committee’s  hands for the 
present,, especially as it must ultimately come to the Board.  
Mr Paul had much pleasure in seconding Mr Lambert's motion. His object was to expedite 
matters.  
Mr McNab hoped that Mr Lucas' letter to the Board calling for an enquiry would not be 
shelved. The Chairman said it would of course be considered.  
On a division, Mr Lambert's motion was lost:— Ayes (3) Messrs Lambert, Paul, and 
Henderson. No s (3) Messrs Seymour, Parker and Hutcheson. Mr McNab declined to vote. The 
Chairman gave his casting vote against the motion.  
Mr Parker drew attention to the fact that Mr Lucas' letter referred to by Mr. McNab had come 
to the Board direct, instead of through the  School Committee. It was the rale that all such 
communications from teachers should come through the  Committee. The Chairman said the 



Board had no evidence that it had not come through the Committee. And there was no rule laid 
down by the Board on the subject, though it was customary to refer teacher’s letters to the 
Committee. It would be a dangerous rule to say that teachers should not be allowed to 
communicate direct with the Board, whose servants they were, Mr McNab  said that the 
Committee had a copy of Mr Lucas' letter. Mr Henderson pointed out that Mr Lucas' letter 
asked not only that his status should be defined, but that Miss Harding's charges should be 
enquired into. The Board had practically superseded Mr Lucas' letter by referring the matter to 
Mr Mackay, and now back again to tin Committee. He moved that the letter stand over, as the 
business was being dealt with in another manner. Unanimously agreed to. The matter then 
dropped, the understanding being that the Secretary should send on Mr. Mackay 'a letter and 
the reply about the Girls' School at once, so that the Committee might deal with them at their 
meeting the same night.  
4th August 1886 We have no wish to say a single word which might prejudice either of the 
parties in the unfortunate dispute at the Borough Schools, nor to embitter the painful 
controversy which has arisen. But Miss Harding is entitled to fair play, and we regret to have to 
point out that she is not getting it at the hands of the Education Board.  
The  case is in a nutshell. The Committee asked the Board to invite Mr Mackay to come over 
and investigate certain specific charges brought against one another by Mr Lucas and Miss 
Harding.  
The Board at its July meeting agreed to do this, provided the parties paid Mr Mackay’s  
expenses. The Board, the Committee, and the parties to that dispute all made it clearly 
understood that he was not to be asked to adjudicate upon the  relative status of teachers. Yet  
the  Secretary of the Board, instead of simply enclosing a statement of the charges which Mr 
Mackay was to investigate, and asking him whether he would  come over to Blenheim and 
report upon them, unfortunately wrote a letter entering into an incomplete history of the  case 
and enclosing only one of the numerous resolutions which had been passed about it. We do not 
say that the letter was written with that object, but the result was just what might have been 
expected. Mr MacKay  wrote a reply, entering into the very matter he was nut to investigate, 
and prejudging the affair by pronouncing an opinion upon status of teachers as to the terms of 
whose appointments he knew or ought to have known— absolutely nothing. It seems to us that 
this is unfair to Miss Harding, and a distinct intimation to her and the  public of the  sort of 
justice she is j likely to get at the hands of the Hoard. The invitation to Mr Mackay left undo ye 
what it ought to have done, and did what it ought not to have done. All lovers of justice will 
read with regret that Mr Henderson, who is never tired of posing as a lover of justice and a 
stickler for doing everything in order, defended the letter which was sent to Mr Mackay. They 
need not be surprised at his doing so. Mr Henderson is the author at the celebrated arrangement 
by which, on the  casting vote of the Chairman, Miss Harding was degraded from her rightful 
position and handed over to the tender mercies of Mr Lucas— the arrangement which has 
caused all the mischief. Mr Mackay's reply must have been as agreeable to Mr Henderson and 
Mr Lucas, as though it had been written at their dictation. But, for all that, we greatly mistake 
the feeling of the School Committee and the public, if they are not determined that Miss 
Harding, however powerful the array of forces against her, shall have the fullest justice.  
4th August 1886 Resolved, That the Blenheim School Committee be informed that the 
Springlands district and school remained under their jurisdiction till the 1st of January. The 
Chairman said that Miss Stratford's appointment at £80 a year was the only question remaining. 
Mr Henderson questioned whether it could be done, the Springlands being an aided school.  
The Secretary pointed out that the Blenheim Committee had already approved of Miss 
Stratford. Ultimately, after further discussion, Miss Stratford was appointed.  
4th August 1886 The Blenheim School Committee met last night. Present Messrs Healy, 
(chairman) Parker, Falconer,- Birch, Macey, and Renfrew. Letter read from Secretary of the 



Board enclosing. applications for the appointment of second master and sorting that the Board 
considered Messrs Bakewell's and Ogilvie to be the most suitable. Also informing the 
Committee what had been done by the Board in reference to the Springlands school. Also 
enclosing copy of Mr Mackay's reply to the invitation to him to arbitrate Between Miss 
Harding and Mr Lucas.  
The Chairman, commenting upon Mr Mackay's letter, said it was no kind of reply to the 
application sent by the Committee. It gave them some gratuitous information as to the status of 
the teachers, the very matter 'which he was not asked to investigate. Therefore his reply was 
unsatisfactory, though of course it might be a reply to the letter written by the  Secretary of the 
Board.  
Mr Birch said Mr Mackay had evidently been asked something utterly different to what the  
Committee wished. His advice about the  status of teachers was not only what the Committee 
did not want, but also contrary to the Board's own wishes. Of course Mr Mackay's letter was a 
reply to a communication sent to him.  
The Committee then considered the  following applications for the second mastership C. A. 
Ogilvie (Blenheim), E3 Finlay Bethune (Pleasant Valley, North Canterbury) E3 R. Grant 
(Dunedin) D; A. E. Collins (Christchurch). E3 and partial D; F. H. Bakewell (Starborough) D;  
Stephen Carrick (Mount Pleasant) no certificate; J. M. Fraser (Wellington), no certificate H. 
Collins (Akaroa), E1 ; H B . Huddleston, jun. (Murchison), no certificate; Geo. Whitelaw 
(Pigeon Bay, Akaroa), D;  John McKenzie (Auckland) D; E. J. Gunn  (Dunedin) no certificate.  
Mr Renfrew proposed that Mr Ogilvie be recommended for appointment. After some 
discussion, no other names being proposed, Mr Renfrew's motion was unanimously agreed to. 
The meeting adjourned at 10 minutes to 10 o'clock, until a day to be fixed by the Chairman, 
when the other matters referred to in the  letters from the  Board will be dealt with.  
5th August 1886 School Library.— We are glad to hear that Mr Lucas, the. Head Master of the 
Borough School is taking steps to establish a School Library. Many persons in this town would 
no doubt gladly contribute to such a praiseworthy object 
7th August 1886 Second Master.— At an adjourned meeting of the Education Board held this 
morning, present Messrs Seymour (Chairman), Hutcheson, and McNab, Mr C. A. Ogilvie, who 
had been recommended  by the Borough School Committee for the appointment of Second 
Master, was appointed to that position. We understand that he takes charge on Monday. 
17th August 1886 Blenheim Schools Enquiry. The School Committee opened the enquiry last 
night into the charges brought by Miss Harding and Mr Lucas into matters connected with the 
Borough Schools. All the members of the Committee were present. The evidence of Miss 
Harding and of seven of her witnesses was taken. Four other witnesses wore called by Miss 
Harding, but their testimony was not taken, in consequence of technical objections. Another 
witness was called, but was not in attendance. The' evidence was taken down on behalf of the  
Committee by Mr F. Parker. The enquiry will be resumed at 7 o'clock to-night. 
18th August 1886 Blenheim Schools Enquiry. The School Committee resumed the  enquiry at 7 
o'clock last night, and sat until half pant 12 o'clock this morning. Further evidence was taken 
on behalf of Misa Harding, and two witnesses were examined on behalf of Mr Lucas. The 
enquiry will be resumed at 7 o’clock tonight, and will probably last the remainder of the  week, 
The Committee are dealing with the  charges in an exhaustive manner, and clear and accurate 
notes of the  evidence are being taken. 
20th August 1886 Borough Schools Enquiry. The Committee sat last night, for the  fourth night 
in succession, and continued the  enquiry into the Borough School matters. After a six hours' 
sitting the  Committee adjourned until the  following evening at 7 o’clock.. Miss Harding's case 
was closed, and Mr Lucas will to-night continue his case, a part of which has already boon 



brought forward. We understand that Miss Harding asked for the  production of all the  
Standard  Examination Schedules, which it appears have remained in Mr Lucas' possession, 
and that all were produced except the schedule for the 3rd and 4th Standard boys for 1884. Mr 
Lucas stated that that was lost. The Committee will, in all .probability, not meet to-morrow 
(Saturday) night. 
21st August 1886 Borough Schools Enquiry.— For the fifth night in succession the Borough 
School Committee Bat last night and continued the enquiry into the charges brought by the 
teachers. The  evidence of Mr Lucas upon the first charge brought by Miss Harding was taken. 
During her cross-examination of Mr Lucas, Miss Harding was taken ill, and the  enquiry was 
adjourned at 9 o’clock until Monday night at 7 o'clock. Miss Harding, in fact, broke down 
under the  continuous strain of conducting a long and complicated case. Nor can this be 
wondered at. Notwithstanding her having every night to attend the  enquiry, she has given close 
daily attention to her duties as a teacher in school, lv the  interests of justice we I trust she will 
be well enough to resume the  enquiry on Monday.  
23rd August 1886 Frederick Mayhew, second master of the Central School, was arrested on 
Saturday night, on a warrant from Blenheim charged with embezzling £66 of the capitation 
fund of the  Spring Creek Rifles, Blenheim, of which corps he  was once Captain. He  was 
brought up at the Police Court this morning and remanded till Wednesday. 
24th August 1886 The Blenheim School is not the  only one in which the unsatisfactory 
character of the Inspector's examinations has been discovered. There is one school in 
Marlborough in which a newly appointed teacher has been compelled to put some of the  
children into standards lower than those they  had passed in. In another a boy passed the  sixth 
standard in one school and was then transferred to another school, where he has been put down 
lower and is deemed unlikely to even pass the  fifth. The  whole method of Standard 
examinations ought to be looked into by the Education Board. 
30th August 1886 Borough School Enquiry. The Blenheim School Committee will meet at 7 
o'clock tonight to consider their report upon the. evidence taken before them in the charges 
brought by Miss Harding against Mr Lucas, in the public interest it is to be hoped the report 
will be sent in to the Board as soon as possible. 
3rd September 1886 At the ordinary ..monthly meeting last night of the Blenheim School 
Committee there were present Messrs Healy (Chairman), Parker, Birch, Falconer and Renfrew. 
A letter was received from Mr R. M, Harding, enclosing a medical certificate from Drs, Porter 
and Logie to the effect that Miss Harding was still seriously ill and unlikely to be able to attend 
to her duties for some time to come, and requesting the Committee to favorably recommend an 
application to the Board to grant her two months leave of absence. On the  motion of Mr 
Falconer it was resolved that the application be acceded to, the two months to date from the 
time Miss Hording ceased to perform her duties through illness. An amendment by Mr 
Renfrew, That the period is six weeks without salary, was rejected, the mover alone voting for 
it. Mr Lucas was requested to temporarily fill up the vacancy. Miss Lily Logan was 
recommended for the pupil teachership vacant by the removal of Charles Simson from the 
Infant Department. Resolved that an application from Miss Bary for a bonus for extra work 
done daring the non-appointment of a second master be sent on to the Board, The caretaker (Mr 
Chandler) was granted a bonus so as to bring his pay up to 3 shillings per week from the 1st 
September, in consideration of the satisfactory manner in which his duties had been carried out. 
Resolved that the  attention of Mr Lucas be drawn to the fact that no attendance returns had 
been laid before the  Committee.  



7th September 1886 BLENHEIM. Letter from the Chairman of the School Committee, stating 
that they would not be in a position to supply their report on the Lucas-Harding affair at the 
present meeting of the Board. Letter from the Committee, asking; that Miss Logan be 
appointed pupil teacher in the place of Charles Simson, transferred from the Infant School.  
Letter from the Committee, enclosing an application from Miss Bury for a bonus for extra 
work. She asked to have her salary paid at the same rate as the Second Master's for the time she 
was doing his work.  
Letter from the Committee, recommending that Miss Harding be granted two months' leave of 
absence on the ground of ill-health, and enclosing a certificate from Drs Logie  and Parker. Mr 
McNab moved that leave of absence be granted as requested that Miss Bary be appointed to 
Miss Harding-'a position temporarily at a salary of £80 a year aa from 8th July last and that in 
order to satisfy the  requirements of the Act 
 Messrs Parker and Henderson were appointed to consult with the School Committee as to 
making the appointment, provided Miss Bary accepts it. Mr McNab said that the  8th of July 
was the  date when Miss Bary commenced to do the Second Master's  work.  
Mr Hutoheson asked if Miss Harding's salary was to go on.  
Mr McNab certainly thought she should get her salary. If a lady was ill, it would be unfair to 
stop her salary during her leave of absence.  
Capt. Baillie seconded the motion.  
Mr Parker thought Miss Lucas should be above Miss Bary, as the  former had had longer 
experience than the  latter ,  
Mr McNab took a different view. With his moans of knowledge he was of opinion that Miss  
Bary was the better teacher, and she certainly held the higher Certificate. Captain Baillie 
pointed out that Miss Lucas had £84 a year, while Miss Bary, who would be her senior, would 
get only £80. The Chairman did not think that mattered for the present. It might be that they 
would have to provide permanently for Miss Bary hereafter, if she were a good teacher. Mr 
Parker and Mr M Nab said that Mr Lucas would still have the internal regulation of the school. 
The Chairman suggested that Mr McNab  should amend his motion by substituting duties for 
position," to avoid raising any question of status. Captain Baillie also suggested that the  £80 
should be increased to £84. Mr McNab accepted both amendments, and his resolution in its 
altered form was carried unanimously. The! request of the Committee as to appointing Miss 
Logan a pupil teacher was agreed to. Mr McNab  said that it was of course understood Miss 
Harding's salary was to be paid during the two months leave. The Board agreed in that view 
8th September 1886 A Sad Case.— The many friends of Miss Harding, Mistress of the 
Blenheim Girls' School, will deeply regret to know that, on the certificate of Drs Porter and 
Nairn, she was yesterday committed to the Asylum at Wellington, whither she left by last 
night's steamer. There will be universal sympathy for her in Blenheim 
Borough School Enquiry.— The School Committee met again last night and further considered 
the evidence taken in the recent Enquiry. We hear that three more of Miss Harding's  charges 
against Mr Lucas were dealt with, and that the decision in two of them was in favor of Miss 
Harding. One other charge remains to be considered, and the Committee will meet at 7 o'clock 
to-night for the purpose. Before they separate we trust they will make some recommendation to 
the Board on the subject of the present system of inspection and Standard examinations, which 
has, to a large extent, been the cause of the trouble, 



14th September 1886 Borough Schools. THE above Schools will not be re-opened till 
MONDAY NEXT, the 20th inst., owing to the condition of the Floors, caused by the late flood. 
MARTIN HEALY, Chairman School Committee  
1st October 1886. GIRLS SCHOOL.  
There is now a vacancy for a Head Mistress in the  Blenheim Girl's Department, occasioned by 
the resignation of Miss Harding, under painful and distressing circumstances to which wo will 
not to-day refer. It is sufficient to say that the sufferings she has undergone for a long time past 
have culminated in temporary insanity, and that the prospects of her emerging from the Asylum 
are gloomy indeed. It is not with any intention of discussing this state of things that we refer to 
the matter now. We simply urge the members of the Education Board, not only as  public men, 
but as humane citizens and fathers of families, not to run the risk of. a repetition of what has 
already occurred. The only way to prevent that is to accede to the unanimous wishes of the 
School Committee, and appoint a Head Mistress, independent if the Head Master, and having 
the sole control of and responsibility for girls in all the Standards. It is obvious that, for the 
present, no separate Girls' School can be built, for the Board is without funds, and the 
committee threw away last year the chance of obtaining an extra building. But that is no reason 
why the present deplorable system in the Borough Schools should be continued, and why he 
dangerous and unwise plan of caching big girls and boys together, by a male teacher, should 
any longer be maintained. The system by which Miss Harding was degraded from the position 
to which she was originally appointed, and placed under the control of Mr Lucas, was carried 
in the Board simply by the casting vote of the Chairman, and it would not have been adopted 
but for the strong advocacy it received at the hands of Mr Henderson, We appeal to Mr 
Henderson whether the experience of the last two years has not proved that the action of the 
Board was unwise, and that a separate head to each Department of the Borough Schools is the 
proper plan after all. This is one of those matters in which the wishes of the School Committee 
are entitled to favourable consideration. There would be no difficulty in obtaining, outside of 
Marlborough a suitable Head Mistress at a moderate salary.  
1st October 1886 The monthly meeting of the Blenheim School Committee took place last 
(Thursday) night. Present:  Messrs Healy (Chairman),Macey, Birch,. Falconer, Jellyman, 
Parker, and Renfrew. Letter received from Mr Harding stating that his sister was not likely to 
recover her health  by the expiration of the two months leave of absence-, and enclosing a letter 
resigning her appointment for transmission to the Board. Resolved, on the motion of Mr 
Jellyman,— That the Board be recommended to accept Mists Harding's resignation and call for 
applications for a Head Mistress for the Girls' Department, having sole and responsible charge 
of that Department. Mr Lucas reported the average for the past month to be 411. Messrs  
Renfrew and Birch were appointed visitors for the ensuing month.. The following accounts 
were passed for payment Gosling £1 5s 8d, Printing £'2 17s 6d, Hansen £1 3s, Fell Bros. £3 6s 
6d, and caretaker £3 03 6d. An extra £1 was voted to the caretaker for cleaning after the flood. 
Messrs Healy, Renfrew, and Birch were appointed a Committee to examine the drain pipe from 
the well and if not too expensive, have the same attended to. Resolved-, on the motion of Mr 
Renfrew, —That the Board's attention be again called to the deplorable state of the school 
playground through stagnant water lying in many places. The Committee then adjourned. 
5th October 1886 PLAYGROUND. Letter from the Blenheim School Committee asking to 
have the playground put into order, so as to avoid the stagnant water. Mr Healy, Chairman of 
the Committee, attended, and explained that for £10 or £15 the immediate requirements of the 
case could be met, though a much larger sum would he necessary to make a thorough job of the 
matter. The smaller sum would enable the hollow pools to be filled up. Mr Renfrew (member 
of the Committee) explained that the soapsuds and other refuse from Mr Lucas' house had 
choked up the drains and caused a good deal of the mischief. In fact the children were really 



drinking sewage water, through the drain from the house communicating with the artesian well. 
Resolved that the Architect confer with the School Committee and call for tenders for doing the 
necessary work, the cost not to exceed £20 
5th October 1886 At to-day's meeting of the Marlborough Education Board, several matters in 
connection with the Borough Schools came up for consideration. The School Committee 
forwarded their Report upon the charges brought by Miss Harding, late Mistress in the Girls' 
Department, against Me J, P. Lucas, Head Master.  
The charges, which were made by Miss Harding in consequence of a resolution of the School 
Committee, calling upon her for an explanation of the failures of girls to pass the Standards 
under her charge, were as follows  
1. That Miss Lucas imperfectly grounded the children before they were sent up to Miss 
Harding.  
2. That Mr Lucas helped his sister's children in the examinations by erasing wrong figures and 
supplying correct ones, and by working sums for a child.  
3. That Mr Lucas came to her lodgings and threatened Miss Harding.  
4. That Mr Lucas and other teachers distracted Miss Harding's scholars' attention at the last 
examination by chatting and laughing in front of the class.  
5. That Mr Lucas presented children a second time in the same Standard which they had 
already passed.  
6. That the boys and girls did not work under the same advantages, and that, therefore, the 
results cannot be compared, because the work at the boys' examinations was not fairly and 
honestly done.  
There was a seventh charge That Mr Lucas lost no opportunity of putting slights on Miss 
Harding before the children, but Miss Harding withdrew it from the Committee.  
The following is the Committee's Report 
1st Charge From the evidence we are of opinion this charge has not been disproved. 
2nd charge— From the evidence we are of opinion that this charge has not been disproved. 
3rd charge— We are of opinion that after Mr Lucas' interview with Miss Harding she did not 
in consequence send her intended letter of the 25th March 1885 to the Committee in 
explanation of failures in her class.  
4th charge— We are of opinion that a grave disturbance did take place during the last 
examination of the 4th Standard by pupil teachers from other parts of the School being present, 
and exulting over their success in having passed their examinations. The Committee are of 
opinion that the Inspector should have been present. 
5th charge— We are of opinion that the boy mentioned in this charge as having been put back 
is sufficiently explained by Mr Lucas but that the schedules for 1884, 1885, and 1886 clearly 
show that pupils were passed a second time in the same Standard.  
6th charge From the conflicting nature of the evidence in this charge we are unable to form any 
definite conclusion.  
The Committee would further state That after carefully reviewing the evidence on the various 
charges we are forced to the conclusion that there have been grave irregularities in the Schools 
extending over a considerable period of time and that it is not desirable to have more than one 
teacher of a family in a school where three or more teachers are employed and that it is 
desirable that the Inspector should take charge of the classes during examination and not leave 
the room at all during the examination that no other teacher should be allowed in the room 
where children are under examination, but only the one in charge of such class. 
Accompanying the report were full notes of the evidence taken before the Committee.  
Letter from the Chairman of the School Committee (Mr Healy) transmitting the resignation of 
Miss Harding, through  her continued illness, and recommending that the resignation be 
accepted. Mr R. M. Harding's letter on his sister's behalf, tendering her resignation, concluded 



by thanking the Board for the consideration shewn to her, and expressing a hope and belief that 
in the matters which had led to her illness the Board would do justice without respect of 
persons. 
Letter from the Chairman of the School Committee enclosing copy of a resolution asking the 
Board to call for applications for a Head Mistress, to have sole charge of, and responsibility for 
the girls.  
Mr McNab said that, as solicitor for Mr Lucas, he desired to take no part in the consideration of 
the Committee's report, but he wished to join in discussing the proposal to appoint a Head 
Mistress.  
The Secretary asked to whom he was to pay Miss Harding's cheque, as she was not in a 
condition to sign for it. 
 Resolved that the salary up to the expiration of the leave of absence be paid to her brother, and 
that her resignation be accepted.  
Mr Henderson said that the Committee proposed a very serious alteration in the status of the 
schools, and he did not see how the matter could be dealt with to-day. 
Mr McNab did not see how the Committee’s wishes could be met without giving Mr Lucas 
notice to leave.  
Mr. Henderson said the matter was not, one of urgency, as Miss Bary was satisfactorily . 
performing Miss Harding, duties temporarily.  
The Chairman ruled that the matter of a new appointment must stand over under the Standing 
Orders as it could not be dealt with without notice, 
 Mr Lambert pointed out that, unless notice of motion was given, the matter could not be dealt 
with next month, according to the Chairman's ruling.  
Mr Henderson thereupon gave, notice at the request of the Committee -be considered at the 
next meeting.  
The Board then considered the report and evidence upon Miss Harding's charges against Mr 
Lucas. 
Mr McNab withdrew from, the meeting.  
Mr Packer said he was quite willing to abide by the Report, the Committee having gone 
thoroughly into the matter But it was a serious affair, and he would suggest that the Board 
should meet specially in Committee to consider the subject.  
Capt. Baillie said that the Report made charges against the Inspector of neglect of duty, and a 
copy should be sent to him.  
Mr Henderson pointed out that the School Committee made no recommendation o! any 
particular course.  
Mr Lambert urged that the enquiry having been thrown upon the Committee, it would be 
outrageous for the Board to review their decision. The Board could not get the evidence all 
over again, and Miss Harding was too ill to attend. In his opinion the Committee had gone 
fairly, fully, and honestly into, and taken a great deal of trouble over the matter, and there was 
no reason why the Board should go behind their decision. The Report came to this— the head 
teacher stood condemned, and the Board had no course but to adopt the Report as it stood. He 
moved that the Report be adopted.  
Mr Parker seconded the motion, and quite agreed with the way Mr Lambert had put the matter, 
Captain Baillie asked what was the effect of adopting the report  
Mr Henderson—Nobody will be one penny the worse.  
Mr Lambert condemned Mr Henderson's remark. A teacher was proved to have committed 
grave irregularities, and speedy justice in this most painful case must be done.  
Mr Henderson could not vote for the adoption of the report, because he could not commit 
himself to all that was in it without investigation. If Mr Lambert were to move that a particular 
course of action be taken, he might' or might not vote for it. The care and patience shown by 



the Committee were highly commendable, but he was not prepared to say whether the report 
was right or wrong, and therefore he could not adopt it. They might be right, and perhaps they 
might be wrong, and after considering the report he might agree with it or he might not. At the 
same time he admitted that the Committee were better fitted to enquire into the matter because 
they were in active contact with the teachers, though he could not see how the Board had been 
remiss in its duty hitherto. He could not, however, say whether the Committee were right or 
whether they were wrong, and therefore he could. not vote for the motion.  
Mr Hutcheson was in favor of receiving the report. After the great trouble the Committee had 
taken it would not be right to pass their report by, but he was not in favor of the Board taking 
action upon it without further consideration. He felt that in this matter he was between two fires 
and in a difficult  position.  
Capt. Baillie pointed out that the report reflected upon the Inspector, and it would be monstrous 
to adopt it until he had seen it. Serious charges were made against him. He (Capt. Baillie) 
complained of the ambiguous expression of the report that the charges had not been 
disproved." Mr Lambert— Of course it means that they are proved.  
Capt. Baillie suggested that it might mean the Scotch verdict of "nonproven."  
The Chairman said the Board had had no opportunity of looking at the evidence upon which 
the Committee had formed so vague a judgment. It might be that the Board would come to a 
different conclusion after looking through the evidence. Mr. Lambert evidently thought the 
report meant that the Head Teacher was guilty, but the Board certainly ought not to come to 
that conclusion at present.  
Mr Henderson, in order that the subject might not be closed, but might come up again when 
anyone wished to bring it up, moved as an amendment, That the Report be received and 
ordered to lie on the table."  
Capt. Baillie seconded the amendment,  
Mr Hutoheson said that if it were to lie on the table in a dumb sort of way he could not agree 
with the amendment.  
Mr Henderson said Mr Hutcheson could bring it up whenever he liked.  
Mr Hutoheson said the matter was too serious to be dealt with in the off-hand way suggested 
by Mr Henderson.  
Capt. Baillie: Send it back to the Committee for a more definite verdict.  
Mr Lambert regretted that the Board had not faced this matter from the first. But the grave 
irregularities in the school which the Committee reported to have taken place for years past— 
ought not to be shelved indefinitely as Mr Henderson evidently intended to be done, and as had 
actually been done by the Board in other cases. As for the words not disproved, Miss Harding 
had brought serious and definite charges and Mr Lucas had failed to disprove them. And the 
further statement that grave irregularities had taken place plainly shewed the Committee's 
meaning. Refer the report back, and the Committee would state in plain English what they 
meant.  
Captain Baillie asked why there was nothing in the Report about Mr Lucas' charge of 
incompetence against Miss Harding 
Mr Healy explained that the Committee did not regard that as a charge, and Miss Harding was 
taken ill before it could be gone into.  
Mr Lambert farther urged that the Board, by adopting Mr Henderson's amendment, would 
connive at serious irregularities.  
Mr Renfrew explained to the Board that the reason the words not disproved had been used, was 
that the Committee was afraid of libel. Mr Lucas actually threatened to prosecute the 
Committee for libel.  
Mr Parker could not but think that Mr Henderson's deliberate intention was to shelve the whole 
thing,  



Mr Henderson— Oh dear no. I really mean that anybody can bring it up again if they wish to 
do so.  
Mr Hutcheson urged that the Report should be sent back for a more explicit verdict.  
On a division Mr Henderson's amendment was carried by the Chairman's casting vote Ayes (3) 
the Chairman, and Messrs Henderson and Baillie Noes 3) Messrs Lambert, Parker, and 
Hutoheson.  
On the motion of Captain Baillie it was resolved that a copy of the Report be sent to the 
inspector, and that he be asked for an explanation.  
Mr Parker gave notice of motion that he report be considered at the next meeting of the Board. 
He asked that it should take precedence of everything else.  
Captain Baillie— Oh! You can't do that. you can't get over the Standing Orders in that way. Mr 
Parker said that, if it did not obtain precedence, it would probably be put off on meeting to 
meeting till it was lost sight of.  
The proceedings then terminated.  
8th October 1886 Applying for the Billet.— Among the applicants for the Post of Principal of 
the Auckland Training College was Mr. J. P. Lucas, Head Master .Borough School, Blenheim. 
There were nine other applicants, of whom several were University men. The applications were 
referred to a Committee 
19th October 1886 Mixing the Sexes.-We notice that several of our contemporaries in different 
parts of the Colony have been commenting upon the grave error of mixing the sexes in the 
schools, and having girls taught by men teachers. In Blenheim it is satisfactory to know that the 
.School Committee are determined to abolish that system in the Borough Schools. If the 
Committee have only the courage of their opinions the Education Board must give way at last. 
25th October 1886 With reference to the creditable appearance  and improved drill of both the 
Spring Creek Rifles and Borough School Cadets on Friday last, it is only just to give a need of 
praise to an absent man. Mr Mayhew was an excellent disciplinarian and drill instructor, and 
his training of the Cadets bore the fruit which everybody admired at the Review. And, without 
under-rating the zeal and intelligence which Lieutenant Watson has since brought to bear upon 
the Company, the close attention to drill displayed by their Captain must not be overlooked. 
27th October 1886 WORK FOR THE EDUCATION BOARD.  
Three vitally important matters will come before the Education Board next Tuesday. There will 
be the report of the School Committee upon the Harding v. Lucas charges to be considered. 
Notwithstanding the attitude taken up by Mr Henderson and his friends, the inhabitants of 
Blenheim should insist upon that report being adopted and substantial justice being done. 
Matters cannot be allowed to rest as they are. Although Mr Henderson is of opinion that 
"nobody will be one penny the worse," the late mistress of the Girls' Department is in a Lunatic 
Asylum, and the public and the Government will seek to know the reason why. Then the Board 
will have to consider the request of the School Committee that the Girls' Department of the 
Borough Schools should be placed under a responsible mistress, free from the control of the 
boys' master. Idle claptrap about "altering the status of Mr Lucas” (who is not like the laws of 
the Medes and Persians) will not remove the necessity for the change, and the Committee will 
be wanting in their duty if they do not stick to this demand with the tenacity of a bloodhound 
on the scent. Last, but certainly not least, the Board has to deal with a proposal from the Otago 
Education Board In favor of a general interchange of Inspectors throughout the Colony. This 
proposal has already been agreed to by several other Boards, and the only objection yet urged 
is that a district might change its Inspector for a worse one. The Evening Post of Saturday last 
in a powerful article condemnatory of the present system of inspection for which no one has a 
good word— believes that the best measure of relief is to be found in the appointing of only the 
most suitable men to the office of School Inspector. The Post further says Relief seems 
generally sought for in placing the School Inspectors under the Inspector-General and the 



Central Department, and in making them circulate amongst the districts. We have here now 
advocated a change in the direction indicated, and still think that some of the evils 
schoolmasters’ labor under would be lessened by the change." Quite so and as far as a small 
district like Marlborough is concerned there is no escaping the conclusion that it must either be 
inspected by the Central Department, or have an Inspector of its own, who would combine the 
office of Secretary to the Board. As the Post remarks, there appears to be about as many grades 
of fitness and unfitness existing amongst Inspectors as are generally believed to exist amongst 
schoolmasters." And there is to be found in New Zealand "the Examiner who carefully finds 
out from the parents and people in authority in the school district what they think of the 
schoolmaster, and reports— or gets credit for reporting— in accordance with the impressions 
of such people. The popular idea that whether a boy or girl fails or passes depends upon what 
he or she knows is said by some to be a fallacy, and that the fail or pass depends on the temper 
of the Inspector or his indigestion, and on the oiliness of the master of the school. Upon this 
subject of inspection, which for years past we have prominently brought before the public 
mind, some further extracts from the Post's article will be read with interest. "The sooner 
passing and failing becomes less of a mystery the better, and this will be secured most speedily 
and most effectively by the Minister, whoso privilege it is to interpret c with authority' the 
standard regulations, issuing a circular laying down what constitutes a pass with specimen 
questions, and with notes on the matter and manner, of inspection. Such a circular put into the 
hands of Inspectors, teachers, members of Boards and Committees, would make many things 
clear which at present seem difficult to understand. Each Inspector does that which seemeth 
right in his own eyes and teachers, in want of any certain ground to go upon, find themselves 
compelled to copy the style and study the idiosyncrasies of the local Inspector. But make it 
clear to each teacher what he is working for- what is a pass, what a failure eliminate chance, 
and whim, and caprice, and prejudice, and indigestion from the matter make Inspectors realise 
more than they seem a/a body yet to do, that a man in earnest, and enthusiastic as a teacher, is 
more and will do more for our boys and girls, than any method by whomsoever recommended 
or practised, and our educational system will be vastly improved."  
29th October 1886 The monthly meeting of the Borough School Committee was held last night. 
Present Messrs Healy (Chairman), Parker, Jelly man, Birch, Falconer, and Renfrew No consent 
to be nominated having been forwarded, the Committee were unable to nominate any candidate 
for the vacancy on the Board. Leave of absence was granted to Miss Crawford, Infant Mistress, 
to enable her to attend the University Examinations at Wellington on 6th December and 
succeeding days. The Committee considered the recent action of the Board in connection with 
the Lucas- Harding affair, and resolved That the Committee regret that the Board consider the 
report forwarded was not sufficiently clear, and that the Committee were of opinion that all the 
charges brought by Miss Harding, except the sixth charge, were substantiated." The following 
accounts were passed for payment Tucker £3 03 4d, Printing and advertising 9s, Caretaker £4 
0s 6d, and Penney and Hegman 15s.  
Resolved that the Board's attention be called to the fact that although Miss Harding attended to 
her duties up to the 20th of August, and was granted two months leave of absence, she had not 
been paid the full two months and twenty days' salary to which she was entitled.  
The average attendance returns were stated to be Borough Schools 408, Springlands 27. The 
meeting then. adjourned. 
2nd November 1886 TENDERS. For gravelling the school grounds at the Borough Schools the 
following tenders were received Register and Co 2s 4d, W. Gosling 33. The lowest tender was 
accepted. 
2nd November 1886 The Board considered the application oi the Blenheim Committee that a 
head mistress might be appointed to have the sole charge of the Girls' Department. Mr 
Henderson considered it was not desirable to appoint a Head Mistress, as the schools were 



going on better than they had ever done, and that the fact of Mr Lucas having  the tuition of the 
girls was of distinct advantage to them. There would also be great economy in the present 
system, and the co-education of the sexes was in vogue in all the Board's schools, and he had 
never heard of any had results. He moved—" That enquiry be made of the Head Master 
whether the schools cans be carried on efficiently with the present staff." In moving this, Mr 
Henderson also mentioned that, in his opinion, Mr Lucas had never had sufficient children to 
personally teach. Captain Baillie seconded the motion. Mr Ward said that from a perusal of the 
evidence taken by the School Committee, he found that Miss Harding constantly complained of 
insufficient assistance. He saw one advantage in Mr Henderson's motion— it would give time 
to consider the matter, which should not be dealt with until after the Committee's report had 
been dealt with. He opposed the two sexes being educated together, and ridiculed the 
"American reports" to which Mr Henderson had referred. There was a difference between 
mingling the sexes in small schools of 20 to 30 children, and doing so in larger schools. He 
should vote for separate schools himself. With regard to the Lucas-Harding matter he thought 
that Mr Henderson had done good service at the last meeting in having the consideration of the 
report postponed, and he was surprised at the leading paper of Marlborough assailing him for 
doing so, and making it appear to the public that Mr Henderson had tried to burke the matter. 
He (Mr Ward) knew nothing in the affair to justify what appeared to be a dead set at Mr Lucas. 
Mr Parker had no objection to the motion, but strongly urged that a Head Mistress should be 
appointed,  
Mr Ward added that in his opinion the Lucas-Harding trouble had arisen through Miss Harding 
being in an awkward position. To show the treatment she underwent, he mentioned that Mr 
Lucas was accustomed to take visitors through, the schools, and never introduce them to her. 
Mr Hutcheson supported the motion. Mr Conolly opposed it, and pointed out how wrong it. 
was, after, a responsible body like the Committee had reported- in favor of a change, to refer it 
to Mr Lucas, whose salary would probably be reduced by a Head Mistress being appointed, and 
who was therefore personally interested. Mr Conolly agreed with Mr Ward as to mixing the 
sexes. However impracticable it might be to separate them in small schools it could be done in 
Blenheim. The main difficulty was the apparent! necessity of providing a. separate building. It 
might be well to draw the attention of the Committee to this for their further consideration,  but 
he strongly objected to referring the matter to an interested party like Mr Lucas.  
Mr Ward said that of course everybody knew what Mr Lucas' reply would be. The present 
motion was merely for the purpose of gaining time.  
Mr Henderson's motion was put and carried on the voices.  
Capt. Baillie suggested that— if Mr Henderson had no objection— Mr Lucas’ report should 
come through the Committee .  
After some discussion Mr. Lucas was  directed to send the report through the Committee in 
time for the next meeting of the Board.  
Mr Ward said that some time must be fixed, otherwise Mr Lucas might send the report in to the 
Committee at the last minute. 
 Ordered that Mr Lucas send in his report within a fortnight, so as to give the Committee a 
chance of considering it 
LUCAS HARDING AFFAIR, In the absence of Mr Lambert, who was away in the North 
Island, and who wished to have the opportunity to look through the Committee's evidence, Mr 
Parker postponed his notice of motion until the next meeting 
3rd November 1886 ST INDIGNATION.  
To the Editor. Sir, Mr Goulter, in a very descriptive and enthusiastic style, describes in a letter 
in  this morning's Times (Not in Paper’s Past) the eager and boisterous crowds, that on 
pleasure bent gathered together to down a witch, or burn a heretic, and he speaks of bull baiting 
in such terms that one would almost be led to believe that he must have been one of the 



principals in one of these barbarous acts. In another place he describes the Blenheim School 
Committee as having turned curs," evidently shewing to the public, that his old nature has not 
quite left him, Mr Goulter admits the Committee have crowds- (barbarians) of the inhabitants 
of Blenheim at their backs, and winds up with, it is a pitiful sight to those (the few of Mr 
Goulter 'a turn of mind) who look on." I would ask the public if Mr Goulter should not have 
waited until the evidence was before the public, and not cry out before he knows anything 
about the case, "Release Barabbas. away with the other." What noble sport for Mr Goulter and 
the few. Witness the result. A poor woman driven out of her mind, and the Committee, who 
would try and sift the matter to the bottom against the foes of truth and justice, to be called 
"ours"! Mr Goulter's letter speaks plainly for itself, and I pity a man of his standing and ability 
who, before the evidence is laid before the public, would abuse his fellow townsmen by calling 
them a barbarous crowd and the Committee-men curs.— Yours etc., Henry Jellyman One of 
the Committee.  
[Mr Jellyman might have added that the Education Board, to whom Mr Goulter pathetically 
appealed for help, are themselves engaged just now in baiting not only Mr Lucas but Mr 
Hodgson also, Editor, Express,]  
3rd December 1886 DIVIDING THE SCHOOLS. The following letter was read from the Head 
Master  
Borough School, Blenheim, Nov. 16, 1886. To the Secretary Education Board, Marlborough. 
Sir,— l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing the following 
resolution That enquiry be made of the Head Master of the Borough School whether the school 
can be carried on with efficiency with the present staff of teachers, such answer to be sent to 
the School Committee within fourteen days."  
In reply I have to inform you that with the present staff of competent teachers and one 
additional pupil teacher, the school can be carried on with efficiency.  
At present the school is working satisfactorily—the higher standards (the chief subject of 
controversy) both boys and girls are being taught together, and unless separate class rooms are 
provided this cannot be avoided.  
The present arrangement, however, largely decreases the expense of teaching, as by the present 
method large classes are obtainable (a teacher being able to instruct two classes of 25 each as 
easily as two classes of ten each), and large classes can only be obtained here by the sexes 
being taught together.  
The sexes are now so far divided, that they sit in separate desks, although taught in the same 
room.  
As it has been suggested that I might probably be prejudiced in my opinion upon this matter 
(although without egotism I can say that I have had very large experience under the best 
authorities), I beg to suggest that an Inspector or some expert would be the proper person to 
decide upon the sufficiency of staff for a school.  
I have referred to the division of the sexes although not instructed to do so, as the sufficiency of 
the staff largely depends upon that arrangement.  
I have the honor to be, Sir, Your obedient servant, John P. Lucas. The Secretary, Education 
Board, Marlborough.  
ATTENDANCE. Resolved, on the motion of Mr Jellyman That the Board be informed that Mr 
Lucas's letter, in answer to the Board's resolution, in no way deals with the resolution sent up 
by the Committee at the last meeting of the Board.- This Committee being satisfied that, 
educationally, the work is efficient, but under the present system the morals of the young are 
endangered, still ask the Board to call for applications for a Head Mistress for the Girls' 
Department in terms of their former resolution.  
Mr Lucas reported the attendance for the past month as 420.  



TEACHING DRAWING. An offer by Mr H. B. Huddleston to teach free-hand drawing at £52 
a year to all the classes, twice a week, was declined, on the ground that drawing was already 
taught by the present teachers at the schools.  
VISITING COMMITTEE. The Visiting Committee (Messrs Falconer and Jellyman) gave in 
their report, recommending a partition and desk in the Lower Boys' room.  
HOLIDAYS. Resolved, on the motion of Mr Jellyman That the Christmas holidays begin on 
the 16th December and end on the 11th Jan., three weeks. An amendment by Mr Falconer, That 
the recess be one month, was lost.  
After passing the caretaker's account, the meeting adjourned.  
6th December 1886 MONDAY, DECEMBER 6TH . EDUCATION BOARD. The Education 
Board will have before it to-morrow business of a most important kind, and it is to be hoped 
that there will be a full attendance of members, and that justice will be done. First and foremost 
there is the report of the School Committee re the Harding Lucas affair, and the Inspector's 
explanation of certain mattes arising thereon, which he was called upon by the Board to give, 
and which the public are looking forward to with some curiosity. Then there is the resolution of 
the Committee calling upon the Board to place the girls under a separate and responsible Head 
Mistress, free from the control of Mr Lucas and the letter of Mr Lucas, objecting (very 
naturally) to such a course being taken. Then there is the interim report of the Inspector upon 
his last visit to the schools, which report was laid before the Board some months ago, and for 
reasons we are unable to give, has not yet been made public. The central matter in all this 
business is the separation of  the girls' and boys' departments at the Borough Schools, and, after 
the resolution of the Committee which expressly based the change on the ground of public 
morals, a serious responsibility will rest upon the Board if it allows false economy or private 
prejudice to stand in the path of justice. There are other matters, also, which the Board ought to 
deal frankly with. Ample room exists for improvement in the manner of conducting 
Scholarship examinations as well as in examinations of other kinds, and, so far as the Board 
has any control over such matters, they ought to see that a better system is instituted. And there 
is one other matter to which reference must be made. We have no wish to keep open 
unnecessarily a very painful affair, but even Mr Lucas' friends on the Board must see that their 
refusal to print and publish the evidence in the Borough School enquiry  is calculated to do him 
a world of mischief.  
7th December 1886 BOROUGH SCHOOLS. Letter from the Committee, forwarding Mr Lucas' 
letter on the subject of <he proposal to place the girls under a Head Mistress, and a resolution 
stating that, in the opinion of the  Committee, Mr Lucas’ letter did not deal with the matter 
raised by them, and stating also that the morals of the young were endangered under the present 
system. Mr Lucas' letter was also read, in reply to the request of the Board that he should say 
whether the school could be efficiently carried on by the present -staff of teachers. Mr Lucas 
was of opinion that the school was being taught satisfactorily, and that it could be carried on 
efficiently with one extra pupil teacher. Mr Lucas without egotism disclaimed the idea that ha 
was prejudiced in his opinion, and suggested that the question should be referred to an 
Inspector or expert.  
Letter from Inspector Hodgson in reply to the resolution of the Board calling on him for an 
explanation of certain matters referred to in the Committee's report re the Harding-Lucas affair. 
Mr Hodgson denied the imputations of negligence in conducting his examinations, and 
explained his reasons for leaving particular rooms, and for allowing more than one teacher in 
the room while the examination j was going on. He had been in the habit of trusting the 
teachers as honourable men and women, but is seemed that in Marlborough henceforth he was 
not to do so. He would have to adopt another system, which would, he feared, alter for the 
worse the relations between the Inspector and the teachers. He did not consider the particular 
charge that Mr Lucas had tampered with the figures on  the slates of his sister's children could 



possibly have been true, as all the circumstances including the presence of a teacher hostile to 
Mr Lucas and his sister, and the presence of sharp-witted colonial children were against  it. He 
was not aware of the alleged disturbance on the part of the younger teachers in Miss Harding's 
room. As to other charges he denied the competency of the tribunal and the truthfulness of the 
witnesses. He complained of the Committee sitting in judgment upon a veteran Inspector, With 
regard to Miss Harding's charges he considered them feminine and puerile," and purely after 
thoughts, and he mentioned that, after one of the examinations alluded to, she voluntarily came 
to him and said she was satisfied with the result, which was just what she expected. He 
considered that little weight should attach to the accusations of an unsuccessful teacher, who 
was personally interested.  
Letter from Mr Lucas complaining that the Committee, in deciding against him upon Miss 
Harding's charges, had not treated him fairly. They excluded the sworn evidence of Mr 
Barnham and Mr Bary, and they attached weight to evidence of children, the eldest of whom 
was nine years old. Those children spoke of matters which happened eighteen months 
previously and he could only suppose either that they had been instructed what to say, or had 
heard others talking in conversation about the matter, or were referring to private examinations 
which he himself had held. With reference to presenting children a second time in the 6th 
Standard, Mr Lucas' explanation was that there was no 7th Standard then, though one had since 
been instituted by- the Regulations. The Board then took up Mr Parker's notice of motion that 
the Report of the Committee on the Borough School enquiry be taken into consideration.  
Before doing so, the Chairman read a letter from Messrs  Macey and Renfrew dissenting from 
the resolutions of the Committee of which they were members,  
The Committee's report was read, concluding with the opinion that there had been grave 
irregularities in the schools extending over a long period of  time, and making certain 
recommendations.  
Mr Ward asked if there was not a subsequent letter from the Committee stating that by "not 
disproved they meant that the charges were proved"?  
The Secretary said such a letter had been received.  
The letter was not read. Mr Parker moved that the Committee's report be adopted.  
Mr Henderson supposed that Mr Parker meant that the final recommendations of the report 
should be adopted, and not that the Board endorsed the findings upon the different charges.  
Mr Parker said that was  his meaning. The Board was not asked to endorse the findings, though 
the matter was one for the Board to deal with; He asked the Board now to adopt the 
recommendation that there had been grave irregularities that two teachers of the same family 
should not be allowed in the same school, and other matters.  
Mr Lambert seconded the motion pro forma, though there were some matters in the report he 
did not altogether agree with.  
Mr Ward did not think the evidence bore out the recommendations.  
Mr Conolly said that, for the present, all the Board had to consider was — should the three 
suggestions of the  Committee be carried out. The first  was that two teachers of the same 
family should not be allowed. Did the Board propose to lay that principle down aa a general 
rule? If so, then Misa Lucas  must be dismissed, and that, unless the Board adopted the findings 
of .the Committee, might be a grave injustice. He thought, also, that the Inspector had shewn a 
good case why the other two suggestions— that only one teacher should be in a room during 
examination, and that the Inspector should not leave the room— could not be carried out . 
Therefore he (Mr Conolly) could not support the motion.  
Mr Ward took the same view. It was ridiculous to say that a Head Master should not have a 
sister teaching in the same school. Upon the whole matter, he thought, after reading the 
evidence, that the Committee had made a grave mistake. They started with the  preconception 
that irregularities existed and they had found none. He thought the original verdict, not 



disproved," shewed what was in the   Committee's minds, and was the roughly un- English. He 
commented on the mutual contradiction of the witnesses, and their different versions of the 
same occurrence. In his opinion there was nothing proved against the Head Teacher, The 
alleged disturbance by certain teachers laughing in Miss Harding's room during the 
examination of her children was a trivial matter and easily accounted for. It was a very little 
matter, and the only one of the kind. The fact was— Miss Harding was  aggrieved at being put 
under Mr Lucas, and was aware that she was put in that position simply by the casting vote of 
the Chairman of the Board, Her memory failed her, and the evidence was entirely in Mr Lucas' 
favor. The evidence which the Committee and  was conflicting, upon which they did not give a 
verdict, was not one whit more conflicting than that in the other charges upon which they 
decided against Mr Lucas, He (Mr Ward) was quite willing that the evidence should be 
published- save for the honor of Blenheim and the Blenheim Committee. The whole affair had 
been very one-sided, and that was shewn by the Committee coming to a decision without the 
evidence of the Inspector. Major Baillie suggested that the newspapers should publish the 
evidence, and then it would be seen that in this big case the mountain had been in labor and 
brought forth a mouse. The Chairman said the evidence was now public property, and could be 
published.  
Mr Ward hoped the papers would publish it all, and not pick out bits of it.  
Major Baillie said they would surely do that out of common honesty.  
Mr Ward I don't know so much about that. I wouldn't trust them. (Laughter.)  
Mr Lambert pointed out that the contradictions  in evidence were just as much on the part of 
Mr Lucas' witnesses as of Miss Harding's. He also pointed out that Mr Hodgson, in 
stigmatising Miss Harding an unsuccessful teacher, had contradicted himself, for he gave her 
favorable reports. It might be that Miss Lucas' assistance accounted for Miss Harding being 
deemed unsuccessful of late. With regard to the comparative  merits of the  teaching powers of 
the two, he pointed out that even supposing Daylesford" to be a training establishment of any 
repute— there was not one particle of evidence, except Mr Lucas' word, that his sister had ever 
been there. Miss Lucas had had no higher teaching experience than a few months in a school 
no higher than an infant school, whereas Miss Harding's training and experience were equal to 
those of Mr Lucas himself. Mr Lucas' assertion that his sister's experience was equal to Miss 
Harding's was a pieced cool presumption. Mr Lambert also commented on the weak nature of 
Mr Lucas' defence at the enquiry, and said that the two affidavits of Messrs Burnham and Bary 
had evidently been made to purposely agree upon one point— that Miss Harding was not 
present on a certain occasion. They had Miss Harding's word that she was. Mr Lucas said that 
Mr Burnham's affidavit was a voluntary statement, yet it was in no less than three 
handwritings, a suspicious circumstance in itself. All that Mr Lucas disproved about the alleged 
disturbance in Miss  Harding's room was that there were six other teachers present. He 
admitted there were four, and had he shewn any manliness he would either have prevented the 
disturbance at the time, or not have attempted to creep out of it afterwards, Tt must be 
remembered that the results pf Miss Harding's examination might have been affected by such 
conduct in her room. Mr Lucas' explanation of Miss  Harding's failures was unsatisfactory and 
unfair, except in some instances where he simply confirmed her own account of the matter. The 
only credit due to him throughout the whole affair was his cool presumption. Mr Ward pointed 
out that the charge originally was that Miss Harding's failures were due to the children being 
badly grounded by Miss Lucas, But in her evidence she did not rest it entirely on Miss Lucas' 
back, but attributed her failures partly to had attendance, and partly to chopping and changing 
of teachers. He did not believe that Miss Harding's witnesses had said anything they believed to 
be deliberately false. But they had evidently been referring to some private examinations held 
by Mr Lucas.  
The Chairman and Mr Paul were of that opinion also.  



Mr Parker in reply commented upon the Inspector's assertion that he left the room so that the 
teacher might go on quietly with the work. Yet it was admit, ted that four other teachers were 
laughing and talking in the room, whilst the work was going on. It must be borne in mind, also, 
that Mr Hodgson admitted he had not seen the evidence. But from his allusions to it, it was 
evident he had either seen it or had parts sent to him.  
Mr Ward— A friend may have written to him.  
Mr Parker—Just so. That was behind the scenes.  
Mr Parker went on to Bay how strange it was that the Inspector's affidavit had not been 
procured as well as Barnham's and Bary's. Mr Lucas stated that Bary's was a voluntary 
statement. Yet it was not in his handwriting, but in that of a person whose name he (Mr Parker) 
would not allude to. It had, of course, been Bent to Bary for him to sign. After commenting  
upon other parts of the enquiry, Mr Parker referred to Mr Lucas' evidence that he could not say 
whether his sister had or had not a Victorian certificate, Could such an answer possibly be 
believed, when it was notorious that he and his sister had been living together. for years It 
completely upset any credence that might attach to Mr Lucas' evidence. He also endeavoured 
to lead the Committee astray as to what his sister did at Marlboroughtown. All his evidence 
was misleading, and was not open or straightforward. Take for instance his assertion that the 
boy Farmar had been expelled. He (Mr Parker) found on enquiry from the boy's father that the 
assertion was another misstatement. The boy was not expelled, but, on the contrary, he went 
home, his father said he was not to go back, and Mr Lucas came to the latter the next day and 
begged that the boy might return. That was a sample of Mr Lucas' accuracy. He (Mr Parker) 
found on enquiry that, had other boys  been summoned and put on their oath, they could (so 
they told him themselves) have  given important evidence. What was the explanation of Mr 
Lucas passing boys several years in the game Standard, and getting credit for them by swelling 
his average Such a thing was not permitted by the Regulations. With regard to a teacher 
shewing children how to do their work whilst the examination was going on, it had always 
been a common  practice at the Borough Schools, even before Mr Lucas' time, and children 
notoriously talked about it outside. It was a serious charge, and had been clearly proved against 
Mr Lucas in the present case.  
Mr Parker's motion was put and lost on the voices.  
It being one o'clock, and several members of the Board having engagements in the afternoon, 
the question of dividing the acres at the Borough Schools was, on Mr Conolly's motion, 
postponed till the next meeting. The Board then adjourned until Tuesday 11th January.  
7th December 1886 The Express report on Blenheim Schools report by Mr. Hodgson included 
When Mr Hodgson comes to the Borough Schools there are so many qualifications that it is as 
well to give his remarks in extenso. The organisation of the Upper Boys and Girls (stated to be 
under the sole teachership of Mr J. P. Lucas— though Mr Hodgson ought to be aware that this 
is quite a recent arrangement) is stated to be "good under the circumstances, but the number 
clearly too large for a single teacher." The number, by the way, ls stated to be 81 on the roll, of 
whom only 68 were present at inspection. Mr Hodgson's remark bears materially in favor of 
taking the upper girls from  the charge of the Head Master, who has quite enough to do without 
teaching them. Mr Hodgson suggests that a female pupil teacher should divide her time 
between teaching the big boys and girls and the second division of the boys. There is more 
Ingenuity than common sense in the suggestion, which Mr Hodgson (who is a shrewd man) 
would not have ventured upon had he not had an eye to present disputes in the school. The 
organisation of the lower Boys is stated to be "satisfactory, but too many children (116 on roll, 
90 present) under the charge of the Second Master." In the Blenheim Girls Department the 
organisation is fairly good," and in the infants department "good." The timetables are simple 
and workable, the supervision in recess sufficient, manners and general behaviour apparently 
good, and state of buildings and grounds, and cleanliness and tidiness of premises satisfactory. 



Coming to the methods and quality of instruction, we find that in the upper standards the 
verdict is excellent, especially the oral work," in the lower boys good," in the not fair," and in 
the infant  
teacher, Miss Lucas, pupil teacher, (Miss Roberts) he says the work of the school is carried on 
rather noisily with three teachers in the same room," and that the work would be just as well 
done by two." Mr Hodson also remarks of the infant department that the "building is still 
inconveniently crowded, more especially the room occupied by the  mistress, where much of 
the space is necessarily taken up by desks." It is characteristic of Mr. Hodgson that, 
notwithstanding the hard and zealous work of Miss Crawford under depressing difficulties and 
inconveniences, he has never had for her a word of special praise or encouragement. It is fair, 
however, to say that in the present report there is very little of the butter he knows how, (in the 
case of some teachers, to spread so thickly). His reports in the case of the Springlands, 
Okaramio, and Kaiuma are all satisfactory, and call for no remark. 


